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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JDC supports the infrastructure of the Zagreb Community to enable them to 
carry out their ever-increasing functions. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

JDC ships kosher food and religious supplies from Israel and sponsors 
communal seders. 

The Jews of Croatia have severely felt the absence of a Jewish educator 
and have asked JDC for assistance in finding such a person. Recruitment 
was done both in Israel and the US, and an educator began work in the fall 
of 1994. 

PROGRAM OPERATIONS 

This budget covers the travel costs of JDC staff to Croatia. 



SERBIA/MACEDONIA 

Fact Sheet 

* Final 1994 Budget: $329.400 

* Approved 1995 Budget: $319,200 

* Year JDC Began Operations: End of World War 11 

* Jewish Population: 
Serbia: 3225 
Serb-controlled Bosnia Herzegovina 170 

Total: 3395 
Macedonia: Approx.100 

Strategy: 

To bring to safety any Jews who are in imminent danger and to care 
for the emergency refugee caseload. 

To ensure that food, medicine, and other essential supplies reach 
Jews who cannot be brought to safety and to make preparations 
against future threats. 

To help communities preserve a suitable infrastructure and network 
of services despite current difficulties. 

To provide for the poor and the aged with appropriate facilities and 
care. 

To train educational, social and religious leadership to foster Jewish 
cultural activities. 

Highlight: 

The unstable political and economic situation throughout the former 
Yugoslavia makes it difficult to forecast the needs in that region with 
great accuracy, and the 1995 budget may require modification as 
local conditions change. 



DESCRIPTION OF JDC PROGRAMS 

SERBIA/MACEDONIA 

RELIEF AND WELFARE 

In the present crisis, the number of relief recipients in Serbia has risen to 
210. Benefits have also been raised to help the most vulnerable deal with 
higher prices. Despite its own difficulties, the Serbian Jewish Community 
has integrated all the Bosnian Jewish refugees who wished to remain in 
Serbia. 

With the help of the Central British Fund - World Jewish Relief and an 
anonymous donor, 7,000 food packages have been sent in to Serbia with 
U.N. authorization for distribution to Jewish families. JDC has channeled 
additional aid donated by European Jewish communities. All the Jewish 
communities in Serbia have been assisted through this coordinated 
emergency relief effort. JDC has also shipped food and medicine to Jewish 
communities in Serb-controlled Bosnia (Doboj, Banja-Luka and Grbavica). 

JDC has established through the Federation of Jewish Communities a 
comprehensive pharmacy to make sure that the chronically ill, the elderly, 
and the resettled refugees continue to receive essential medical care. 

1,000 food packages were distributed as non-sectarian aid to old-age homes 
and hospitals. Cataract implants provided by a U.S. donor were supplied to 
an eye clinic in Belgrade. 

In view of the current situation in the former Yugoslavia, JDC will continue 
to provide Emergency Relief to the Jewish community in Serbia in 1995. 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Throughout this war-time period, there has been a concerted effort to 
expand community activities. The Community Center in Belgrade has been 
refurbished with JDC help, so that club activities could flourish. There are 
Hebrew classes, concerts, womens' programs, a choir, and socialization 
activities. 

The youth group has grown, and madrichim visited from England to help 
develop activities. A representative of Habonim-Dror comes regularly from 
Budapest. There is also a thirst for adult education. Jewish educational 
activities are expected to increase with the arrival of a new rabbi in 1995. 



The war situation has created cohesiveness within the small Jewish 
communities as well. The Jewish community of Novi-Sad has come to life. 
There is an active choir, and they now offer classes in Hebrew. There, too, 
JDC is assisting to spruce up the Community Center with the help of an 
extra-budgetary donation. A new community of more than 100 members has 
sprung up in Pancevo (near Belgrade), and there are encouraging 
developments in Subotica. 

JDC regularly sends in Jewish education materials, and helped publish the 
first primer on Judaism in the Serbo-Croat language in many years, with 
assistance from the Rich Foundation. 

The interest in Jewish education and recreation finds a strong outlet in the 
Ronald S. Lauder/AJJDC International Summer Camp. Approximately 80 
Jewish youngsters from Serbia attended the camp this year. At the Family 
Camp which took place at the end of the season, there were about 200 
people from Serbia. 

There are plans to further expand Jewish educational activities in 1995. 

MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

The overall JDC budget for manpower training will decline with the end of 
Rabbi Aygenmancht's year-round studies. He will take up his duties as full­
fledged rabbi in Serbia at the beginning of 1995, after six years of JDC­
sponsored studies in Israel. 

Plans for 1995 include the training of a future Jewish studies teacher, 
continuing the active Serbian participation in the Buncher Leadership 
Training program, and supporting involvement in programs offered by the 
European Council of Jewish Communities. 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JDC supports the infrastructure of the Federation and the local Jewish 
communities. The support costs for the local communities ensure that the 
Federation and the community offices have the equipment and supplies that 
they need to carry-out their ever-increasing functions. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

Rabbi Aygenmacht, who will be based in Belgrade, will travel to the smaller 



communities to teach Judaism and conduct services. JDC will cover the new 
rabbi's salary and living expenses as well as a basic operating budget. 

In addition to shipping needed kosher food and religious supplies, JDC 
sponsors large communal seders. The demand for these supplies is 
expected to increase as a consequence of the new rabbi's activities. 

PROGRAM OPERATIONS 

This budget covers the travel costs of JDC staff to Serbia and Macedonia. 



SLOVAKIA 

Fact Sheet 

• Final 1994 Budget: 

• Approved 1995 Budget: 

• Year JDC Began Operations: 

• Total Jewish Population: 

$149,500 

$180,900 

Returned in 1981 

Approx. 2,000 

Strategy: 

To enable communities to assist Holocaust survivors so that they can 
live out their lives in dignity and as Jews and to ensure that the 
Jewish poor, aged, and handicapped have access to appropriate 
facilities and care. 

To stimulate the renewal of Jewish life and to promote community 
initiatives for Jewish educational, cultural and social development. 

To help the communities organize themselves effectively and to 
encourage self-sufficiency. 

To train communal, religious and educational leadership and to raise 
the standard of professionalism in Jewish communal work. 



DESCRIPTION OF JDC PROGRAMS 

SLOVAKIA 

RELIEF AND WELFARE 

Approximately 150 assistees in Slovakia receive cash assistance grants from 
the Jewish Community with JDC assistance. Inflation in Slovakia has been 
running in excess of 20% a year with the dollar steadily losing purchasing 
power in a weakening economy. The 1995 budget for cash relief should 
help maintain the monthly subsidy at the modest minimum income level for 
all recipients. 

JDC subsidies to the kosher kitchens in Bratislava and Kosice enable the 
communities to provide kosher meals to the poor and elderly. 

HEAL TH SERVICES 

An efficient system has been worked out by the JDC office in Vienna to 
supply medicines to the communities in Slovakia. The orders placed by the 
Federation are purchased in Vienna and sent out to the communities for 
distribution. 

SERVICES TO THE AGED 

A comprehensive survey of the elderly in Kosice is being completed by a 
graduate of the Buncher Leadership Training program with JDC support. 
JDC is working with the Bratislava community to develop a home care 
program for needy elderly. 

With the help of JDC, pensioners' clubs are functioning in Bratislava and 
Kosice. Regular meetings and outings are part of the program, and initial 
efforts to create Jewish libraries are underway. In Kosice, the Jewish Braille 
Institute of America continues to help the visually impaired through these 
clubs. 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

During his first year in Bratislava, Rabbi Myers, an American-born rabbi who 
has learned the Slovak language, has greatly expanded programming in 
Jewish education. He has been teaching the principles of Judaism to adults 



and children. Outreach activities will be extended to the smaller 
communities in 1995. Rabbi Myers and his wife are running an afternoon 
Talmud Torah (after-school Jewish educational program). They have also 
established with JDC support a summer day camp for about 20 youngsters. 
JDC supports the publication of educational brochures about the Jewish 
holidays as well as the lively Jewish student newspaper "Hochmes". 

In Kosice, JDC has provided assistance to an Israeli Jewish educator who 
teaches Judaism and Hebrew and has developed Jewish holiday programs 
for children and young adults. JDC continues to sponsor the Jewish 
kindergarten in Kosice. 

JDC sponsored the attendance of 60 children and madrichim from Slovakia 
at the Ronald S. Lauder/AJJDC International Summer Camp in Szarvas in 
1994. Another 80 persons attended the Family Camp at the end of the 
season in Szarvas. 

JDC also subsidizes summer camps conducted by the Czechoslovak Union 
of Jewish Youth in Slovakia. The students meet for learning and recreation. 
They also work restoring old Jewish cemeteries and ghetto areas. 

MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

JDC trains professionals and lay leaders through the Buncher Leadership 
Training program, the European Council of Jewish Communities, the Israel 
Folk Dance Institute, and a mini-machon for youth leaders. JDC promotes 
exchanges with other _communities, particularly Prague and Vienna, on 
issues such as property management. In 1995, JDC plans to focus training 
efforts on the delivery of social services. 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JDC supports the infrastructure of the Jewish Federation of Slovakia and of 
local communities. The support costs for the local communities ensure that 
the Federation and community offices have the equipment and supplies they 
need to carry out their ever-increasing functions. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

Although the communities cover the salaries for their rabbis with government 
funding, additional funds are provided by JDC for educational and religious 
activities organized by the rabbis. In Bratislava, Rabbi Myers' first year as 



rabbi of that community has been productive and successful, and he and his 
family should continue their work there for years to come. The Kosice 
community plans to recruit a new rabbi. 

JDC subsidizes the celebration of community Passover seders and the 
shipment of religious supplies and kosher food from abroad. 

PROGRAM OPERATIONS 

In addition to the Country Director's regular field visits, this budget also 
covers other technical assistance provided to the communities. 



......--

Henryka Manes 

February 28, 1995 
28 Adar I 5755 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Henryka: 

I assume you saw the enclosed. If not, here it is. I 
suppose that when all is said and done, that's good 
news. 

I was in London a few weeks ago, but I had some 
assignments for the Liberal Movement and had no time to 
call on Harris. 

I am still running around the country like a whirling 
dervish, and here I foolishly thought that life would 
get somewhat easier for me. That clearly was not to 
be. 

Nonetheless, I hope that we will be able to get 
together to at least have a chat over the phone in the 
not too distant future. 

Fondly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Michael Harris 
Director 

February 28, 1995 
28 Adar I 5755 

United Kingdom Jewish Aid and 
Int ernational Deve l opment 

33 Seymour Place 
London WlH 6AT England 

Dear Michael: 

Thank you for keeping me abreast of developments. 
grateful to you. 

As you may know, I have been rotated off the Joint 

I am 

Board and therefore had to give up my vice-chairmanship 
of the JDC's effort in this realm. 

But I will be back on the Board this year and I will 
presumably resume my activities. Perhaps on my next 
journey to London, I can meet Mr. Rubenstein and of 
course I will want to see you and your dear wife. 

Thank you so much for all your efforts in behalf of the 
Jewish people. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



UKJAID 
33 SEYMOUR PLACE 
LONDON W1 H 6AT 

PHONE: 0171-723 3442 
FAX: 0171-723 3445 

Patrons 
The Chief Rabbi of the 

United Hebrew Congregations 

of the Commonwealth 

The Communal Rabbi 

of the Spanish and Portuguese 

Jews' Congregations 

Chairman, 

Council of Reform 

and Liberal Rabbis 

President of the Board 

of Deputies of British Jews 

The Rt. Hon. 

The Lord Mishcon QC (HON) DL 

The Hon. Greville Janner QC MP 

Officers 

President: 

KENNETH D.RUBENS 

Chairman: 

ANSEL HARRIS 

Hon. Treasurer: 

DAVID COPE -THOMPSON 

Director: 

MICHAEL HARRIS 

Hon. Project Director: 

T. SCARLETT EPSTEIN 

Registered in England No. 2455687 

Registered Charity No. 328488 

UNITED KINGIX)M JEWISH AID 

AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

9th February 1995 

As you will know, for the past two years I have been the part time 
Director of UK Jewish Aid. In this period a great deal of activity 
has been developed with the considerable help of the Officers and 
members of the Projects Committee, and of course from my 
Secretarial aides. In the light of what has been achieved and 
particularly the great potential for our work, it has been decided by 
the Council to appoint a full time Director. 

As I did not wish to take on this responsibility, the post was 
advertised and it has now been decided to appoint Mr Philip 
Rubenstein, who will be commencing his duties on the 1st March 
1995. 

Mr Rubenstein has previously been the Director of the All-Party 
Parliamentary War Crimes Group and for the past four years has 
been the head of External Affairs for the Advertising Standards 
Authority. Particularly in the former capacity he has developed 
broad experience of the Anglo-Jewish communal scene. He was 
also for a period a member of our Council. 

I very much hope to retain my association with UK Jewish Aid and 
would like to be able to continue to develop certain aspects of the 
important work in which we are engaged. I must extend my thanks 
to all who have assisted me in the many projects with which we 
have jointly been associated, and look forward to your continued 
involvement in different aspects of our work. 

Yours sincerely, 

MICL A~~ ~~ 
Director 



February 16, 1995 
16 Adar 1 5755 

Michael Schneider, Executive Vice President 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Michael: 

The news that Arnon Mantver has been selected to represent 
JDC in Israel is wonderful but, for me, at least, a source 
of mixed blessings. I am delighted for the JDC and Arnon­
for he is an extraordinary individual who will serve JDC 
with distinction. 

On the other hand, for the past six or seven years I have 
worked with Arnon on the JAFI Budget and Finance Sub­
Committee on Aliyah and Klitah and he is most impressive. 
I will miss his presence and input in this critical area 
of concern. 

Arnon is a superb choice for JDC and we are fortunate to 
have him come on board. I wish him well and look forward 
to working with him in behalf of JDC. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Ambassador Milton A. Wolf 
Arnon Mantver 




