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they have repealed the “Immorality
Act,” and the “Mixed Marriage Act,”
which banned interracial sex and
interracial marriage. But let's look at
the facts.

Only about 100 people per year are
affected by these so-called reforms,
out of a population of 28 million. And
couples who do intermarry are still af-
fected by the “Group Areas Act,”
which means that they must live in
the area designated for the partner
with the “lowest” racial classification,
which of course means the darkest
skin. If a white woman, living in a
white area, marries a black man, she
must immediately move out of her
home, even if she has lived there all of
her life. She can only live in a “black™
area from then on. This is the South
African Idea of “reform."

And the children of the marriage are
also classified according to the
“lowest” racial classification of the
two parents. If a white man marries a
“colored” woman, their children are
automatically classified as “colored”.
And they too can only live in a “col-
ored” area. That doesn't sound like
“reform"”=it sounds more like Nazi
Germany.

The South African claim great
progress because they have repealed
the “Influx Control Act,” which gov-
erns movement into cities. But again,
the people living in the so-called
homelands are not covered by these
reforms. The homelands are an essen-
tial part of the apartheid system, be-
cause they are the embodiment of the
apartheid dream of a ‘“White South
Africa.”

When all of the blacks of South
Africa are living in their respective
homelands; then the white tribe of Af-
rikaners will be able to lay claim to
sole possession of South Africa, of
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chaired by former Prime Minister

Malcom Fraser of Australia, and

former Nigerian head of State Gen.

Olusegun Obasanjo. The Eminent Per-

sons Group hoped to be able to con-

vince the South African Government

to enter into negotiations with repre-

sentatives of the black leadership, for

a transition to true democracy. In that

effort, they were totally rebuffed by

State President P.W. Botha. Instead,

he declared a state of emergency, sus-

pended the laws of the country, and
placed restrictions on the press.

The Eminent Persons Group, in

avasvna

vianaeia.
They stated the following:

During the preliminary visit, General
Obasanjo was permitted to see Mr. Mandela.
Thereafter, the full group met with him on
two occasions. * * * We were first struck by
his physical authority—by his immaculate
appearance, his apparent good health, and
his commanding presence. In his manner,



cans have kept locked in Pollsmoor
Prison for the past 25 years, and who
is still there to this day. This is the
man who is accepted as the single uni-
fying leader of all blacks in South
Africa, and who represents the only al-
ternative to continued and increasing
violence and bloodshed in South
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10Nger prepared to submit to its oppression,
discrimination, and exploitation. They can
no longer stomach being treated as aliens in
their own country. They have confidence
not merely in the justice of their cause, but
in the inevitability of their victory . . . The
strength of black convictions is now
matched by a readiness to die for those con-
victions. They will, therefore, sustain their
struggle, whatever the cost.

Mr. President, there is no course of
action left to us other than sanctions,
if we wish to influence the South Afri-
can Government. That was the conclu-
sion of the Eminent Persons Group.
That was the conclusion of the House
of Representatives last month. That
was th
jority
Comm
of the

Let
clusiol
Group
sancti
said:

We p
of Sou
measur

last opportunity to avert what could be the
worst blood bath since the Second World
War.

Mr. President, the Commonwealth
nations have now acted. They have
joined together to impose sanctions on
South Africa. They have unfortunate-
ly not been joined in any meaningful
way by Prime Minister Thatcher, but
they have neveritheless decided to go
ahead without her and impose¢ mean-
ingful sanctions on South Africa. And
wé have a moral obligation to join
them in that effort.

There are those who claim that we
should not impose sanctions because it
will hurt the blacks in South Africa,
and will harm the frontline states in
South Africa. But the blacks of South
Africa, and the leaders of the frontline
states, are the very people who are
calling upon uws and urging us to
impose sanctions.

President Reagan said in his recent

the very people we are trying to help.”
As Bishop Tuto sald in response to
this speech, “He sits there like the
great, big white chief of old, who can
tell us black people that we don't
know what iz good for us. The white
man knows.” And as Prime Minister
Mugabe of Zimbabwe stated last week,
the frontline states are prepared for
“economic war” with South Africa. If
they suffer, South Africa will also
suffer. And they have told us that
they are prepared to suffer.

The opponents of sanctions in this
country have advanced contradictory
arguments to support their cause.
First they have told us that we should
not impose sanctions because they will
destroy the South African economy
and hurt the blacks. Then they have
told us that sanctions will not work,
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alone to impose sanctions against
Libya, or against Nicaragua, or in the
case of the Soviet oil pipeline. In none
of those cases were we joined by any
of our allies, or indeed, by any other
nations. In truth, of course, there is
far more international support for
sanctions against South Africa than
there was in any of those cases. The
commonwealth nations have already
acted to impose sanctions. The Euro-
pean community will do so next
month. And it s clear to all that, if
the United States imposes sanctions,
that Britain, Japan, West Germany,
and our other allies have no choice but
to follow immediately.

So that is another patently false ar-
gument. But then the opponents of
sanctions make another argument.
They say that “If we impose sanctions
now, then we will have no leverage left
with the Government of South
Africa.” I would ask them first of all—
what leverage do we have now with
the Government of South Africa?
What has the policy of constructive
engagement achieved as far as results
in changing the behavior of the Botha
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South Africa. This i1s not an ordinary
political issue. This is one of the great
moral issues of our time. And [uture
generations, our children and grand-
children, will judge us by how we re-
spond today to the moral challenge of
apartheid.
the 1830's, much of the world

by and watched as the Nazl
regime took power in Germany. The
Western nations failed to act as Hitler
passed racist laws, proclaimed Jews to
be second-class citizens, and declared
his intention to carry out the final so-
lution to the Jewish problem. We
falled to act In time. And as & result,
million Jewish lives were lost. Many
milllons more were killed in combat.
And this Nation spent 4 years at war,
fighting the evil of Nazi Germany,

Today, we are faced with the evil of
apartheid. Today, we are faced with
the prospect of another bloodbath,
this time in South Africa. As the Emi-
nent Persons Group has warned us, we
are faced with the prospect of “the
worst bloodbath since the Second
World War.”

So the choice before us is clear. Do
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