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The Community Synagogue 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

TEMPLE BETH AM 

150 MIDDLE NECK ROAD• PORT WASHINGTON, NY 11050 

Rabbi Martin S. Rozenberg 

Apri 1 23, 1985 Cantor Jacob Yaron 

Last night the Board of Trustees of The Community Synagogue approved a 
resolution condemning the remarks and proposed action of President 
Reagan regarding his forthcoming visit to a German cemetery. This 
resolution was communicated to the President, by telegram, with the 
following message: 

11 Mr . President, 

To equate the SS and their victims as you did, is to distort 
history and dishonor all those who gave their lives to fight 
the Nazi horror . 

To visit Bitburg and pay the SS homage, is to exalt wickedness. 
As Elie Wiesel said, 11 that place is not your place 11

• Visit the 
graves of resistance fighters, of Konrad Adenauer, of those who 
said no to the Nazi war machine in their own way, great or small. 
But honor not the SS . 

With respect sir, we urge you to change your mind, for you are 
wrong. 

Very truly, 

~ MU 

,Alice A per 
Administra or 

UE 

Respectfully, 
The Officers & Trustees of 
The Community Synagogue 
Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 11 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
f'/\TnON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

11'.IB I II f I I /\VI NUE . N[W YOR K . NY 10021 (212) 249 -0100 CABLES UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: R icha rd Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

For Imnediate Release 

Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

On President Reagan's Decision to Visit a Gennan War Cemetery 

"The President's idea of paying his respects to Gerrran soldiers 

who died fighting Americans, while refusing to honor the merrory of 

the Jewish and other concentration camp victims at Dachau, is an 

incredible act of callousness. 

"The President wants to symbolize reconciliation with the new 

Gennany, a 'WOrthy goal. But that purpose neither requires nor is 

enhanced by a decision that insults the men who gave their lives in the war against 

Nazi tyranny, and that seeks to bury the merrory of Nazism by pretending 

it never happened. 

"The President should visit Dachau. He should visit the graves of 

the allied soldiers who fell in liberating Europe fran the scourge of 

Hitlerism. And he should call on the Gerrran people never again to 

permit itself to be ruled by a regime that symbolizes for all time the 

obscenity of man's inhurranity to man. 

"Only then can there be reconciliution with the past and hope for 

the future. " 

4/12/85 X X X 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

Statement by Rabbi 'Alexander M. Schindler, President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

On President Reagan's Decision to Include a Visit to a Nazi Concentration Camp 

During His Trip to Germany 

"President Reagan's decision to pay his respects to Jewish and other concen

tration camp victims, even if it canes late, is a welcane act. But by insisting 

on going through with his visit to a Germany cemetery where SS men -- Hitler's 

stormtroopers -- are buried, he makes meaningless his gesture in honor of <those 

who fell before Nazi savagery. 

"The President wants to symbolize reconciliation with the new Germany, a 

worthy goal. But that purpose neither requires nor is enhanced by undue courtesy 

to the German war dead, whose goal it was to enslave America and the rest of the 

free world. 

"It is enough that our country spent billions to rebuild Germany from the 

rubble of World War II, that John F. Kennedy proclaimed himself 'ein Berliner' 

and that America is paying for the maintenance of tens of thousands of U.S. 

troops, at the cost of billions of dollars annually, to defend West Germany 

and Western Europe. 

"The President should salute the American and Allied dead who gave their 

lives so that freed.an may triumph over despotism. He should by his presence 

recall the fate of those who suffered and perished in the camps. But to stand 

with head bowed at the graves of Nazi war criminals is to demean the sacrifice 

of those who died at their hands. That is no way to corrmerrorate the 40th anni
versary of V-E Day." 
4/17/85 ,A.JP 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
P/\T nON OF H[o n r:w UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION • 

83 8 FIFTH /\V ENUE . NEW YOflK . NY 10021 (212) 249 -0 100 CABLES : UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FDR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Carment by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

. 
Cb President Reagan's Statement of April 18 
Cb Visiting Bitburg Cemetery 

"I am outraged by President Reagan's statement that the Gennan soldiers buried 
in Bitburg cemetery were victims of Nazisn just as those who died in the concentration 
camps. It insults not only Jews and others who suffered and perished in the camps, 
but e\ery American and Allied soldier who gave his life to liberate Europe fran the 
Nazi death grip. 

"To equate the fate of maTibers of the Gennan anny bent on world conquest with that 
of six million Jewish civilians, including one million innocent children, is a 
distortion of history, a perversion of language and a callous offense to the Jewish 
people. 

''The President has made a terrible statement that brings shame to the American 

people.'·' 

### 
4/18/85 
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Chairman 
Harris Gilbert 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Associate Director 
Rabbi David Saperstein 

• 
NATIONAL FEOERA TION OF 
TEMPLE SISTERHOOOS 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDUCATORS 
AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OF CANTORS 
ASSOCIATION OF REFORM 
ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 22, 1985 

At its meeting in Washington on April 17, the Coorni.ssion 
on Social Act ion of Refonn Judaism - representing rabbin
ic and lay leadership of the Refonn JE:."Wi.sh m:wement -
unanirrnusly adopted the following resolution and asked 
that it be transmitted to you. 

By calling to mind the murder of six million Jews, 
the Holocaust symbolizes for all of us the ongoing 
and ever present danger of hum:m beings sinking to 
the depths of subhum:m brutality. For us Jews in 
particular, it represents a searing :i.m:1.ge that ITD.1St 
never be extinguished from the merrory of the nations 
of the world. 

We members of the C',cmnission on Social Action of Re
fonn Judaism, gathered in Washington , therefore join 
fellow Jews and other Americans in expressing our 
outrage and protest at the President's decision to 
visit a cemetery where men who sought to conquer the 
~rld in the narre of an unconscionable ideology lie 
buried. We appreciate his decision to corrmermrate 
the victims by visiting one of the concentration 
camps , but urge that he seek reconciliation with 
contemporary Germany elsewhere than upon the graves 
of Nazi soldiers. 

HG:rh 

Sincerely, 

Harris Gilbert 
Chairman 
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The Bu.sq War Burning in Fire 
Bar War Not Coniumed (E=dus 3::J.) 

CHAIRMAN 

DR. HILLEL SEIDMAN 

SECRETARY GEN,EAAL 

FE!..JX LASKY 

Editor . 
New York Times 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

To t.½e Edi tor: 

April 17, 1985 

373 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10016 

Tel: 683-7246 

MORRIS AARONS 

-ROS ERl'--A. M Q RS;;; 

LEGAL COUNSEL 

Since your headlined your today's lead editorial Respect for Truth (etc .. ) I 
would like to draw your intention to a pertinent basic truth.in this matter, which is 
some:vhere over2ooked either of ignorance or intentionally. This is the participation 
of the reoular German army, the so called Wehrmachr:, in t.½e mass killings of Je:vish 
men, women and children. Esoecially in Russia t hey were during the initial months of 
their occupation the only ones who committed the murder of the whole Je:vish population, 
starting June 22, 1941, t he day of the beginning o~ the war of Germany against their 
hitherto allies, Soviet Russia. 

rhere were no gas chambers in invaded Russia. There were no Auschwitz there. The 
German soldiers gunned down all the Jews caught. They threw Jewish children alive into 
the graves which they forced their parents to dig. 

These horrendous atrocities were the work of the German ar:ny under the command of 
their officers on the order of their commanders-in-chief. 

This historic truth was established beyond doubt, by reputable and reliable German 
historians on the basis of scrupulous scholarly research, of of~icial documents, of 

German eyewittnesses' reports. 

They are contained in a number of voluminous books published by the German Institute 

for Contemporary History in Stuttgart, Germany. 

To name onl_y a few of these publications: 

Hermann~ Max, and Krausnick, Helmut. Deutsche Geschi~ 
de, Juefen Vergangenheit. Stuttgart: Deutscher Verlag, 
1969. 

Jod1, Alfred. "Das deutsche Tagebuch des Chefs der Wehr
machtfuehrungamtes." Die Weit ais Geschichce, Stuttgart, 
1952. 

K:-anhals, Hans von. "Die Judenvemichrung in Poien und 
die Wehrrnacht." Wehrwissenschaftlich Rundschau, No. 
15, Stuttgan, 1965. 

Krausnick, Heirnut, and Wilhelm, Hans H. Die Armee um 
der ideologischer Krieg. Stuttgan: Deutsche Verlagans.:alt 
1980. 

---. Die Truppe des Weltanschauu,:zg Krieges: Di1 
Einsac::.gruppen und die Schuc:::polizei, 1939-1942. Stutt
gart: Institut fuer Zeitgeschichte, 1981. 

Krausnick, Heirnut. Dokumenrarion zur Vergassung deJ 
Juedischen Opfer des Narionaisoziaiismus. Stuttgart. 
Bundeszemrale fuer Heirnatdienst, 1968. 
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I quoted some passages of these reports in English translation, in my United 
Nations: Perfidy and Perversion (M.P . Press, Ne1v York, 1982) of which I am submitting 
to you some partsp 

Since these facts were pur;J(Jsedly and maliciously hidden, Bonn was able to conceive 
and to try to implement the shameful scheme to do away once for all with Germany's guilt 
of the most horrendous mass murder in the annals of mankind, committed by their duly 
elected national government and its army. 

Thus the German Chancellor, the connivance of some ignorant or insensitive American 
of=icials, managed to induce the President of the United States to honor the most cruel 
German warriors and by this to dishonor their martyred victims. 

On the way they committed an insult to the revered memory of the heroic American 
fighters for freeiom of all nations by camparinq the Bit~urg graves of mass murders wich 
our National Cemetary in Ar2ington. 

Anot_'J.er fallout of the well planned "blunder": they made a mockery of the well meant 
multi - million dollars memorials . 

l!NCLOSED Sincerely, 

Hillel Seidman 



UNITED NATIONS, 

~~sive research has been conducted regarding the role of the 
Wehrmacht on the Russian front. Two German historians 

' 
Professors Helmut Krausnick and Hans Heinrich Wilhelm 

' 
have written of their findings in Die Armee und der 
ideologischer Krieg and Die Truppe des Weltanschauung_ 
Krieges. The information that follows is derived from the 
aforementioned sources. 3 

Four weeks prior to the German invasion of Russia, 
June 21, 1941, Field Marshal von Lieb was supplied with a 
detailed map of the Jewish population under Soviet rule in 
the areas of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. In his report of 
November 5, 1941, concerning the food situation in the oc
cupied territories, the Commandant of the 339th Infantry 
Division, Lieutenant General Hiduelka, recommended the 
"liquidation of superfluous mouths of the prisoners, the gyp
sies, and the Jews." Subsequently, the military commander 
of the region of Slonim reported on January 25, 1942, that he 
managed to get rid of thousands of unnecessary mouths. 
Thus, in a short time, the Wehrmacht succeeding in cleaning 
up the territory under its rule, however, only in the locations 
that harbored less than 1,000 inhabitants. In view of the un
willingness of the army to conduct actions in the villages, the 
commander issued an order to concentrate all the Jews of the 
region into two or three cities. 

Facts and Figures 

The statistics regarding the number of Jews killed ex
clusively by the army units prior to the arrival of the special 
murder commandos, the S.D. Einsatzgruppen, are as 
follows: 

About 10,000 Jews were killed at the end of July 1941 
(only a month after the invasion) in the district of Glubo
koye, White Russia. The same number were murdered by the 
army in the neighboring districts in Byelorussia. In the region 
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PERFIDY AND PERVERSION 

of the Prypet Marshes, 13,788 Jews were gunned down by the 
army. In the small village of Laguisk, the soldiers slaughtered 

920 Jews. 
Not only the infantry divisions committed the slaughter 

but also the navy and the air force. In Libawa, Latvia, the 
marines conducted the massacre of the Jews. In Borysov, _ 
many members of the German air force arrived from the 
neighboring air-force base and volunteered to participate in 
the killing of Jews. There wer'f-man)7" other instances where 
German officers and soldiers volunteered to massacre Jews. 
But, · for the most part, the slaughter was a disciplined and 
orderly affair conducted under the command of Wehrmacht 

officers. 

Brest-Litovsk, Begin's Birthplace 

In this study, the names of famous Jewish communities, 
of historical centers of learning and creativity in every field of 
human endeavor, emerge as the sites of unspeakable cruelty 
committed against Jews by German army units. Let us dwell 
for a moment on one of these cities that I once visited in 1937, 
which had gained fame as a result of its illustrious rabbis and 
great Talmudic scholars (eg, the Soloveichik family). It has 
become the focus of attention more recently as the birthplace 
of Menachem Begin. The city is Brest-Litovsk, known in Yid-

dish as Brisk. 
The detractors of the Israeli Prime Minister often men-

tion that Begin's entire family was slaughtered there and that 
Begin has been unable to forget it. Certain diplomats, politi
cians, commentators, and journalists hold his refusal to erad
icate this terrible experience from his consciousness against 
him. They are quick to brand Begin as an example of a 
"Holocaust mentality," "Holocaust syndrome," or simply 
of paranoia. In September 1981, Newsweek quoted Begin 
disapprovingly as recalling the slaughter of his father and 500 
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UNITED NATIONS: 

other Jews. The magazine also recounts that Begin con

fronted Mrs. Margaret Thatcher with a description of the 

Germans who pushed his parents into the river and opened 

fire with machine guns from both sides, until the river 

became red with blood. 4 

Interestingly, Begin did not say that the Nazis opened 

fire; he deliberately chose to say "the Germans." Who, then, 

committed the murder, and when and where did it occur? In 

Auschwitz, Treblinka? Profs. Krausnick and Wilhelm pro

vide the answer. 
The rounding up of these 500 Jews took place in Brest

Litovsk (Brisk) by the 162nd Infantry Division of the 

Wehrmacht, in July 1941, not quite a month after the Ger

mans invaded the city on June 28, 1941. In 1941, the S.S. 

killers had not appeared yet, nor were the gas chambers in 

Auschwitz in operation. 
Wehrmacht units did not always operate alone; rein

forcement was provided by the S.D. Einsatzgruppen. This 

reinforcement assumed various forms. The military comman

dant of the city of Makiopol reports: "8,000 Jews were ki!led 

by the S.D. The houses emptied of Jews were taken over by 

the local army command. The clothes and underwear of the 

Jews killed were amassed by the soldiers and, after being 

washed, will be delivered to the military hospital. " 1 

The military commandant of the city of Gankoi, in 

which Jews of the surrounding villages were concentrated as 

well, asked the S.D. to clean up the city because of the danger 

of hunger and epidemics. The S.D. refused because of lack of 

manpower. The military commander then ordered the 

military police to close in on the Jews, and the S.D. gunned 

them down. 
In the course of the slaughters, the line of demarcation 

between the S.D. and the Wehrmacht became blurred; both 

worked together, in harmony and cooperation. Profs. Kraus

nick and Wilhelm mention the following: "An example of the 

50 

PERFIDY AND PERVERSION 

rousing inclination of the officers and soldiers to attack 

civilians, particularly ''Jew Bolsheviks'', was the events in 

the city of Human [in the Ukraine, famous as the residence of 

Reb Nachman of Bratzlav] in September of 1941. The Einsatz 

commando prepared a major action for September 22-23, 

1941. However, the Ukrainian militia, together with German 

soldiers, conducted the pogrom on September 21, to the 

dismay of the commando, who complained about it. He 

maintained that owing to the haste with which the pogrom 

had been carried out, it had not been methodical enough and, 

therefore, many Jews and Communists learned of the danger 

and escaped. (The pillage of the· possessions of the murdered 

Jews and the destruction of their houses was done exclusively 

by the Wehrmacht.) The S.D. complained further that be

cause of the Wehrmachr's action, they managed to slaughter 

only 1,412 Jews. As a result of this complaint, Field Marshal 

von Runstedt, the commander-in-chief at the Soviet front, 

issued an order to the effect that the massacre of the Jews 

:;hould be left to the S.S. and the S.D. Einsatzgruppen 
alone. '' 6 

The commander of the 6th army ordered all the Jews to 

be concentrated in Bialocerkiev and asked the Einsatz com

mandos to slaughter them. On August 20, 1941, division 295 

of the infantry passed by the city. There was a dispute be

tween the various officers as to who should complete the kill
ings of the few surviving children. The chief army com

ander solved the dispute by issuing a written decision: "We 

'h_ave to look at the liquidation from the ideological point of 

view, which compels us to liquidate the Jewish women and 

children as well, becau~e we have to eradicate this race.'' 

General List, the commander of the 14th army, issued an 

order of the day in which he stated that "the Einsatzgruppe 

fulfilled its task successfully. Cooperation between the armed 

forces and security units is vital for the army to secure the 
hinterland" (behind the front). 
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Mr. Donald I. Trott 
20 Geneva Court 
Wayne, NJ 07470 

Dear Mr. Trott: 

April 24, 1985 

Many thanks for your letter of April 19. I appreciate your having 
shared your thoughts and concerns with me. 

Your letter came at a most propitious moment and I plan to bring 
your suggestion in regard to black or yellow armbands to be worn 
on the day of the visit to Bitburg to the attention of leaders of 
Jewish communal organizations. We will be meeting this very day 
to discuss this situation and the response of our convnun1ty. 

With thanks and kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
835 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

20 Geneva Court 
Wayne, NJ 07470 
April 19, 1985 

I am writing to you as one who shares your concern over the impending 
visit of the President of the United States to officialfy pay homage to the 
remains of instruments of Nazi terrorism. 

I believe it important for the world at large to know that a large seg
ment of the American people will not renege on their commitment to preserve 
the memory of the Holocast victims and remain united in solidarity in their 
sense of repulsion at the acts of inhumanity committed by the Hitler govern
ment. 

Accordingly, I urge you, as a representative of Jewish leadership within 
the United States, to urge all Americans who share our sense of outrage to 
wear black (or possibly yellow) armbands on the day of the President's pro
posed visit as a highly visible symbol of lack of support for the President's 
action. 

Very truly yours, 

~Jj~ 
Donald I. Trott 




