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r your letter dated July 10.

ate the fact that you felt badly abc
tein, as you put it, stated "views |
sent an institutional judgment on tl
w Congregations."

note today from Morris Abram in whi

ceived from Saperstein as well as a
escribed Saperstein's letter to him
of the Anti-Defamation League releas
ith which I agree,

Saperstein's letter to Morris and cc
s contents, I require no personal re
You are now at least on notice as t
r takes which undoubtedly are percei







der Schindler
rican Hebrew
ns

anue

# York 10021

ter the letter dated yesterday
t was transcribed, I read with
name by David Saperstein as re
as of June 26, 1985 (p. A23) -
ach's and, I assume, Ken Bialk
by inference.

find it truly must viclate som
f not moral, commandment for a
as to denounce prominent Jews
s opinions in the presence of,
ks.



s, and to what end? Apparentl
tkson and attacks the Mayor, t
ech. From a community relatio
>f the Saperstein performance
denigration of white Anglo-Sax
aintained that any differences
le in comparison to relationsh
gjlo-Saxon Protestants.'"

would be very grateful if you
a.

you, my personal best.

Sincerely,

is B. Ab



y these member congregations.

our Maintenance of Union Membership
een called for jury duty. She is wi
d to devote the required two weeks t
which has the possibility of contin
iod of a month or more, would create
nization. In addition to overseeing
UM office, Ms. Greenberg travels to
r financial situation, not only for
s arrangement but also to provide gu
ngregation's budgeting and fund-rais
regational meetings planned for the
her to change her plans it would be
schedule.

of a UAHC General Assembly when rep
ions, some 3000 to 4000 delegates, m
2d policies of the UAHC. Congregati
5 are intertwined and this makes Ms.
during the coming months. Our conv
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without the tax cut? I would assume
the answer is that it would be much
lower. I cannot give the gentleman an
exact figure, but it clearly would be
substantially lower,

Mr. MADIGAN. Well, if the gentle
man would yield to me for just one
further comment. i

Mr. PANETTA. I would be pleased

to.

Mr. MADIGAN. I absolutely share
his concern that this exercise that we
are about to engage in on tax reform
may result in exacerbating the prob-
lem that the gentleman is deseribing.

I think it is unfortunate that we are
doing this at this time, because I think
we opught Lo address this deficit as the
No. 1 problem facing the Government,

I admire the gentleman's remarks
and his courage.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman.

We are, it seems to me, at an historic
crossroads on the deficit issue. We can
make the tough choices this summer
and do what everyone recognizes must
be done to deal with the deficit crisis,

OrF We can kean nrotandine theat oeaed
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10 "unspoKen antisemitism™ Was pre- plan.
clsely that, an effort to fan political womé
tensions, been
1 cannot think of a more irresponsj- Dumt
ble thing for someone In her position m
to do than to try and fan tensions be- .. e
tween groups. Righi
1 was particularly pleased with the gddec
Union of American Hebrew Congrega-  “Tt
tions and the NAACP to Join together hund
to criticize Miss Chavez' statement. In (| educs
a joint statement by Rabbi Alexander ||on eli
Schindler and Benjamin Hooks,
NAACP President, they said: “Mrs.
Chavez' accusation is both false and
spokesperson to attempt to distract water
criticism by interjecting the issue of recres
antisemitism is a reprehensible form itsow
of political scapegoating and a blatant Ca
effort to drive & wedge between blacks
and Jews." Ms. L
Mr. Speaker, I ask that that state- Depul
ment and & copy of my latter to Miss P
Chavez be Included with my remarks in

today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Is inthe
there objection to the request of the Bsugee
gentleman from Massachusetts? BROEE
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satisfaction
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pecially for

of invoking the Gonzalez amendme
and those national sovereignties th
had for political reasons expropriat
American property came to the bz
gaining table and found an adjustme

Now, it did not mean anything
the great, vast interests such as Ar
conda Copper because, why, Anacon
Copper does not need the U.S. Gover
ment, it can take care of itself. But
did mean something to those 25 bu
nessmen in Minnesota who had inve:
ed $25 million in a fishmeal plant
Peru and found themselves exprop
ated with no recourse. They were ju
going to lose their investment, ew
though they had been invite
Through the Gonzalez amendme
they saved their life savings and tha
interests.

S0 when I speak to the REcorD th
is exactly what I am doing.

We live in a day and time of tele
sion and televised coverings of the
proceedings. which I applaud. I ha
always believed that everything we
should be reported so that since I w
in the State senate and had to fight
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thank you for sending me "East
spective." It As beautifully
is. i

ne guestions:

) ™. . . and they point to th
ty of defending anythi == he
ionhood =-- by threatening the
1ere is."™ Since one does not
avthing will destroy everyth%n
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plague on both houses.

say Dobrynin last week and som
an talk about that and so many

1l my best, and with respect I

Sincerely,
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should have remained a matter of foreign policy and personal conduct
was blown up into a black-Jewish confrontation by several influential
black leaders.

The controversy arose when Andrew Young, a highly respected black
leader, was forced to resign his post as US delegate to the United
Nations after the Israeli government disclosed that he had met with a
PLO official. The meeting which was in direct violation of US policy
embarrassed the Carter Administration at a particularly sensitive moment
in its Middle Eastern negotiations. The Israeli disclosure was an attempt
to counter what they regarded as a shift in US policy in favor of that
terrorist organization. Young, an outspoken champion of black causes at
home and abroad, was caught in the mi~~'~

Ironically, Young, former chief aide of tt
has always bean a steadfast supporter ¢
and Soviet Jewry. In fact, one of his for
his UN post was that the incident not be
confrontation.

Nevertheless, some influential black le:
another in a series of conflicts polarizin
Joseph Lowery, president of the Southe
Conference said, "If we have to maintai
Jews] by refraining from speaking with .
be reassessed.’” Civil rights leader Jessi
House meeting of blacks and Jews to w
groups which he said were “more tense
twenty-five years.” In assessing the imp
black-Jewish relations, Jackson compa
cases and to Israel's ties with South Afr

These remarks and others contained in the pages of this Keeping Posted
reveal that the tension between blacks and Jews in this country is
nearing the breaking point. We can only hope that the leaders on both
sides take immediate steps to reunite our communities as allies in the
struggle against our real enemies—racism and social injustice.



to the fight against racial segregation
and discrimination in the search for ra-
cial equality. In the heat of the climac-
tic struggle of the 50s and 60s, the
black-Jewish alliance was at the heart
of the civil rights movement.

When the Mississippi Summer (1964)
was organized to break the back of
legal segregation in the then most sav-
agely resistant state of the Union, more
than 50 per cent of the young people
\NhO V,\l..ﬁonnm‘rl Frnmn All manbn ~AF 4L A
US we

three 1

mobs

ABOL

Albert
Depart
He has
and int
from hi
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third was black. Mast of the funds

raised by such organizations as the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP), the South
ern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), and the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) were
secured from Jews. Rabbis marched
with Martin Luther King throughout
the south; many were jailed; some were
beaten. Jewish political leverage—often
in a three-faith setting—helped to pro-
duce the landmark civil rights laws of
the 60s.
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anger and resentment.

the bakke case

The Bakke case became the lightning
rod and the symbol of the mounting
controversy about affirmative action.
Bakke is a white Protestant male who
had applied for admission to the medi-
cal school of the University of Califor-
nia at Davis. He was already 34 years
of age, and this caused his rejection at
twelve other medical schools to which
he had applied, despite his good grades
and strong motivation to be a doctor.
At Davis he was also rejected and he
blamed the affirmative action program
which had been instituted by the
school. In order to diversify their stu-
dent body by inclusion of blacks,
Asians, women, and American Indians,
the university had developed a two-
track admission system. In one track,
sixteen places were reserved for quali-
fied members of minority groups. While
qualified to be medical students, these
admittees had grade averages consider-
ably lower than those admitted into the
general admissions program. Indeed,
Mr. Bakke=who was rejected=had
higher grades than some of those ac-
cepted in the special track.

Bakke went to court, charging “‘reverse
discrimination,” contending that he had
been excluded from the Davis Medical
School because he was white and that
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—a
rigid, inflexible, numerical system
which preferred one group to another.
They pointed out that, historically,
Jews had had much bitter experience
with quota systems in Czarist Russia,
even in early periods of American life,
and elsewhere in their tormented his-
tory. Quotas, they argued, were obnox-
ious, unfair, and unconstitutional. They
treated persons solely as representa-
tives of groups (blacks, women, Asians,

etc.) rather than as individuals entitled
te indicidaal nichta Tha Manactitatian

d
v
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medial help, there would be no hope of
diversity in the student body. They
pointed out that America’s black inner
cities and rural ghettos needed black
doctors if decent medical services were
ever to be delivered to the black poor.



supreme court decides

The Supreme Court came down right in
the middle! It ruled in favor of Bakke,
ordering the university to admit him on

| the ground that his constitutional rights

to

down the excesses without weakening
the heart of affirmative action.

The Supreme Court has recently
strengthened affirmative action in the
Weber case, by upholding the right of a
company and a labor union to enter

into voluntary affirmative action pro
grams to bring non-whites into a train-
| ing program to qualify for crafts in
which blacks and others had been
badly underrepresented
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| the civil rights struégle often plunged

into the campaign for Soviet Jewry, the
demanding fight for Israel’s survival,
the particular agenda of the Jewish
people. Resurgent ethnic identity be-
came the new American way, replacing

| the old, broad civil rights coalitions in
| which Jews and blacks had for so long
joined hands at the head of the march.

Ethnic assertiveness was heard in the

land, and the sense of overarching com-

munity began to fade away. There was,
after civil rights and Vietnam and Wa-
tergate, no transcendent issue that
brought all groups together in urgent
alliance. Each group went its own way,
fighting its own battle, and sometimes
ﬁghﬁng each other in a fractured and
tribal America. Civil rights, whatever it
still is and requires, is no longer a co-
herent and definable movement.

clvil rights gathering.
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sreotvpe blacks

Aside from the tensions which are in-
trinsic in our respective economic posi-
tions, there are other irritants. Some
blacks have identified with the Arab
cause against Israel, seeing the Palestin-
ians as fellow victims of white oppres-
sion. Some blacks condemn Israel as an
ally, covert or overt, of the hated re-
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Mitzvan Gorps volunteers with ne‘rgﬁbé‘r‘hqgﬁd kids in New Brunswick, N,

social welfare programs; we both wish ‘ This attitude infuriates Jews who want | le
to see America play a constructive and I to feel some appreciation for substan- |
positive role in foreign aid and the tial sacrifices—often in blood—which | b
building of structures of world peace. they, beyond all other white groups, | tl
This continuing commonality should be | poured out for black rights. y Je
at least one basis for improved black- i

Jewist "

Yet ar
requir
other

of blar
little a
butior
those -
“what



yiou

Now this is the kind of thing that
culs us, this is the kind of thing that ir-
ritates us to the bone, meddling whites
who frequently are liberal Jews. Just
imagine what would happen if Yeshiva
University faced being closed unless by
1981 it got at least forty per cent black
and gentile enrollment—that it could
not be in existence for Jewry and Jew-
ish culture!

Tony Brown produces and hosts the

nationally syndicated television pro-
gram—"Tony Brown’s Journal.”

The outspoken former dean of How-
ard University’s School of Communica-
tions and former city editor of the De-
troit Courier currently writes a
nationally syndicated newspaper col-
umn. Mr. Brown is interviewed by KP
editor Aron Hirt-Manheimer. Photos are
by Steven Schnur.
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policy is no longer accepted by blacks.
In poll after poll, blacks are over-
whelmingly rejecting desegregation.
Blacks are not interested in going to
school with white people. Black parents

want their children to get a good edu-
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AN INTRODUCTION

fores relationships be-
[ perspectives:

parficipation in social
school desegregation,

nit patterns?

tip berween Jews and
and why?

elationship?

he change? How did

5. What is the current relationship between the iwo
groups?

6. Why is it important to define the relationship and to
be concerned with it today?

7. What can you do to help restore the previous relation-
ship? How can you participate in the civil rights struggle
which is still going on?

The articles include historical analyses, opinion poll data,
and vignettes of personal self-discovery as well as ex-
periences in the field. In going through the material, keep
in mind that vour students were not vet born at the time of
the gi
thirty
perspe

but in order 1o underst
are what they are toda
This guide follows a
devofe more time o th
enrichment material,
mini-reports from st
more—or fewer—call
local community rela
Jewish Congress chap,
awn rabbi. You will fi
parficipanis in the w
spokespersons for the
hand attitudes. Invite
nity for their perspect
tion. Find out which s
agenda of your com
rights and invite tho
sights. If speakers ca.
students to interview i
reports back to the cli
study, what kinds of
either in the class or
Finallv. consider wha
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busing or not busing is the solutton 6. Are you not, to Me, as the
:)Sg The solid sentiment of the biennial Children of the Ethiopians, O children
we resolution seems a bit naive—a bit out of Israel?>—Amos 9:7.

/€T

in complex social,

of joint—alongside the new realities of =~ 7. You shall not stand idly by the
economic, and blood of your fellow—Levit. 19:16.

m- political forces. Yet, what motivated (There are variant readings of this
that resolution is still valid. The words verse and several interpretations.
-nd  still express an wunchanging Jewish Generally, however, it has been taken

ntry essence, expressed in various ways: to mean that silence in the presence of
dal, 1 Have we not one father; has not injustice or suffering is sinful.)

;F; One God created us?—Micah 2:10. 8. You shall be holy because I, the
[ =

our

2. Justice, justice vou shall pur- Lt
sue—Deut. 16:20.,

T

3. Hate evil and love good and es
ose establish justice in the gates of the isl

hat  land—Amos 5:13.
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res the deep chasm that
i Jews, we anticipated
wld ensue if immediate
. We did not expect a
@R [ress.

e drawn from the con-
ew Young affair is not
t festering problem that

in the wake of the
n your group discus-
ion’s top black leaders
ievances against Jews.

Jollowing statement 1
felt in the Jewish con

“We are deeply dis
tent and the tone of th
leaders. The participa
the Andrew Young af
frontation between blacns anu vews. 1ue puvne many ve
grievances against Jews and Israel may be good therapy
and good press; it is a deplorable and counterproductive
method of communication and dialogue.

‘‘Black leaders have allowed themselves to be distracted
from the stark reallty that the Admlnlstratlon whlch let



e exercise witn tneir parents. Compare student with
parent replies at the next class meeting. Account for the
differences.

Turn to the Vorspan article, having previously assigned
it for home reading. Consider these issues;

1. In what sense were the moral issues clear in the early
the rabbis and Mr.
n June, 1964:

of Jews from 1909, n«
have been unanimous
had been, they would
been human.’”” Simil:
and in their blindin_
are receptive to scapeg
pat phrases of the an
some non-Jews with w

SESSIONS
| and 2

often.

illions of faceless people

oke rise from Hitler's

# that, second only Lo
silence, the greatest danger to man is loss of faith in man's capaci-
ty to act. ...

We believe. . . that our presence and actions here have been of
practical effect. They have reminded the embattled Negroes here
that they are not isolated and alone. The conscience of the wicked
has been troubled, while that of the righteous has gained new
strength. ... We pray that what we have done may lead us on to
further actions and persuade others who still stand hesitantly to
take the stand they know is just. ...

We do not underestimate what yet remains to be done, in the
north as well as in the south. In the battle against racism, we have
participated here in only a skirmish. But the total effect of all
such demonstrations has created a revolution. . _ .

Identif
racism
feel str
sonally

o0 |
civil r

b. December, 19
Jews: The Mew Chall
deals with the marketp
tation:

...The Negroes press th
the abstract color-blind p
entry of large number:
neighborhoods, good s(
terest they wish to furth
basis of the resistance
threat to the ability o
munities.

... The Negro anger i
mal equality produces s«
based on the fact that ]
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Floyd McKissick emphasizes an
economic base and suggests that if the
store owners and landlords in Watts
were Negro they, too, would have felt
the wrath of the Negro rioters.

hdrew

litical

‘iolent

gone

Maoist, Arabs had embraced the
Negro struggle as part of a worldwide
struggle against America and the Jews.
He concludes that ‘‘Negroes are faced
with the choice of working slowly and

1/

. . . he advised that white people and

black people should work separately
toward Negro equality . . ."”

f. Falf, 1976, Conservative
Judaism. Judd L. Teller, in **Negroes
and Jews: A Hard Look,”' suggests
that Megroes overrate Jewish political
power. The Negro revolution is a mili-
tant ethnicism; Jews must seek ways to
achieve an accommodation with black
power in order to avoid colliding with
it, such as reducing the Jewish com-
mercial presence in the Negro ghetto
and being less intrusive in Jewish sup-
port of the Negro struggle. He con-
cludes, **Our attitudes must be dictated
by a combination of self-interest and
the ethical imperative. .. . Malcolm X
may have reflected...a universal
Megro attitude when he advised that
white people and black people should
work  separately toward Negro
equality.”’

g. April, 1967, New York Times

Magazine. The titles of the twin articles

wil
im
chu
tio
can

Fa
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ter
the
tio
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pal
we
its
SCiiiivan
Americans.”’ He suggests some causes
of the phenomenon: it’s part of
American life and includes black
Americans; blacks are susceptible to
Christian teaching about Jews; blacks
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pluralistic politics and has caused Jews
to turn inwards and may cause the
Jewish community to act more
politically to protect its own interests in
the new ethnic competition for power.

me
he

of
ent
ind
res
zir-
'rs,
ary
ing
V-

an
5is
the
en-
idi-

tempts to suspend Israel from the UN.
A renewed alliance is important for
both groups if they wish to protect
their separate and common self-
interests. ‘‘In a world where
democracy is not doing very well, Jews
will need all the friends they can
possibly get."

The foregoing review of what hap-
pened between blacks and Jews on the
way to black equality suggests a
number of discussion questions. They
can be considered by the entire class, or
small groups can address one or several
questions in workshop sessions and
report their conclusions to the class,

a. Is it proper to expect gratitude
from those we want to help? Why?
Why not? s it proper, similarly, to ex-
pect that they will overlook our short-
comings in some sort of a quid pro quo
understanding? Explain your posi-

//

.. . anti-Semitism
integrated in

has become racially
America . . ."”

tional Christian roots of anti-
Semitism, and the new element of
Black Muslim influence. One black
leader suggests that the situation is be-
ing overstated by Jewish leaders so as
to “‘e
aware
Others
dition
the Je'
ty of
accept

tions.

b. If someone you are trying tc
help decides that your help is no longe:

needed, what are your possible reac-
Te the

tinnc? NnNne von’re helnino
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3. HOW @0 you account Ior Jewisn
behaviors, e.g., ‘“‘shvartze,”” slumlord-
ing, flights from neighborhoods when
blacks move in? Are these self-interest
responses? Think of racist remarks or
behaviors you have perceived at school
or in your homes. What prompts
them? What can you do about them?

4. Do your family and friends see
blacks as competitors? In what ways?

Mote the results of the new Harris poll
partly summarized in Newsweek,
February 26, 1979 (The findings about
Jews and blacks are summarized in an
article in this Keeping Posred and will
be taken up later.)

Do you feel blacks in this country have tried
io move too fasi, too slow, or at about the
right pace? (Asked of whites only.) Too
fast: 37%; Too slow: 15%; About right:
42%; Mot sure: 6%, (Compare with 1966:
T1%, 4%, 14%, 12%% respectively.)

Ask the question of your family and
friends. Compare your survey results
with the national figures. Explain any
wide differences you may find.
Develop your own poll on things vou
think are important to a full
understanding of black-Jewish rela-
tionships. For example, Harris asked
these questions as well: ‘“‘All in all, do
you feel that anti-black feeling is on the
rise in this country today, is

slerant

1963,

g and

nging

affirmative-action programs. Compare
with your research findings.

5. Vorspan asserts that Jews and
blacks have little human contact. The
Harris poll, according to Newsweek
(see above), concludes:

There is much greater contact between
blacks and whites. Nearly half of all whites
now come in regular contact with a black
co-worker, and 25 per cent have black
employers or supervisors—an increase from
onl
cel
do
pei
cre
in |

P

“.'
do
le:
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co
as
En
thi

share a common destiny, the political
reality is that the two groups, working
together, wield tremendous influence.
The Senate recently rejected Sen. Birch
Bayh’s constitutional amendment to
abolish the electoral college. In com-



local black community, using the same questions phrased
by the KP Editor. Compare the answers you get with Tony

Brown'’s replies.

1. Both Brown and Harris conclude that blacks and
Jews must pay attention to and renegotiate their relation-
shin. What hannened to the relationship that it should re-

desegregate’ wny does Ine
NAACP fight for busing
in the courts specifically to

'est is it to undertake
g to do, or should we
Why?

's accusation that Jews
aw their places? What
ty illustration? Should
the same racial stan-
public schools? Why?

5ESS

Harris data. Do you s¢
with blacks?

6. What does Brow
reinforces previous cl
what he says? Why? .

7. What do you thir
tions? Could they wor
munity could support s
A Newsweek report of
biggest problem facing
plurality of blacks lis
pressing concern.'’ In
Brown emphasizes an e

om 3

It is very likely that this
session will be required to
tackle all the unfinished
business from the previous
three, and to summarize.

The statements of blacks

who visited Israel may help to summarize at least one im-
portant point: Despite the falling-out, the rise of ingroup
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Except for the sing
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the following from a volume contem-
porary with the turning point in
Jewish-black interaction, 1967. Note
Katz:

It is now widely accepted as an incontrover-
tible fact that (1) there exists a profound
anti-Jewish sentiment among the Negro
masses in this country, despite the active
participation of many idealistic young Jews
in the Negro struggle for equal rights and
the moral support given Lo the civil rights
movement by organized Jewish groups and
that { 2) that Jews are reacting to this senti-
ment with an emotional backlash. Thus,
“Mr. Goldberg™ has come to be regarded
by many MNegroes as a symbol of their op-
pression. . . .

Many Jews, on their part, react with
special résentment to  anti-Semitic  sen-

PAGE 10
int out

y part-
«« DHEeY
s have
t crime
yecome
oes for
such as
thdraw
y have
previously given to the cause of Negro
freedom and to call for self-isolation within
the Jewish community. (Pp. vii-viii)

Katz’s statement poses an important
question for discussion later in the
unit: If Jews are not appreciated for
what they do to help others or, more to
the point, meet with hostility and rejec-
tion despite their efforts, should they
relinquish the effort to help? Consider
a talmudic passage: Do not be like ser-
v i o T )
an

rey

mi,

ool

the

n-
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Mationalisms and the Bloc(ked)
Plurality,” pp. 476-497. Wm,
Morrow & Co., Inc. 1967.
Diner, Hasia R.
In the Almost Promised Land:
American Jews and Blacks,
1915-1935. Greenwood Press,
Inc. 1977.
Feingold, S. Norman, and Silverman,
William B., eds.
Kivie Kaplan: A Legend in His

Ha

Harrs, Louls, anu swensoin, pert .
Black-Jewish Relations in New
York City. Praeger Publishers,
Inc. 1970.

Hentoff, Nat, ed.

Black Anti-Semitism and Jewish
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white relationship in the country. It's
very ambivalent, you love and hate,
and sometimes you don't know which
vou are doing. It's like a relationship
with a brather in whom you are disap-
pointed. The intensity is much greater
than with an enemy that you just out-
right hate,

Do vou have any ideas about what can
hi done on both sides in order Lo
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itive image of itself which is why you
still outperform other groups. The ste-
reotype that you have is uplifting. The
stereotype that blacks have is down-
grading.

In the Jewish community, one is cul-
turally trained to earn a living with his
or her brain. In the black community,
one is implicitly or explicitly trained to
earn a living with either his or her feet

, Or
ket-
1ere are
etes in
mly 300
30 mil-
0 spots
ng that.

Nobody can get away from the fact
that anti-Semitism is basically a result
of jealousy of every group in this
country toward Jews. I don't know one
group in this country that does not
have a strong tinge of anti-Semitism,
and it's because of jealousy. Let me go
back to the ambivalence that blacks
have about Jews which is manifest best
this way: Jews own everything and they
run everything—that’s the negative part.

And the good part, we blacks need to

model our communitv after them sn
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BY DAN PULCRANO
WITH LARRY GLASS

| hood on the left, “See this?' he asked

us, “This used to be a nice neighbor-
hood, mostly Jewish. Not any more.
The shvartzes came in and took it over.
They destroy everything they get their
hands on. This used to be a great city;
now it's just a jungle.”

something’s not kosher
between blacks and jews

This and other conversations we had in
New York convinced us that something

T

}

“they’re the ones who raise the prices
sky-high. And we go in there and buy
the stuff. That’s how I feel about Jews.”

The Jewish students, products of subur-

ban middle-class families, tried to listen
...... f S R, SR, SRR | TR =SS S



there were no easy answers. How did
we come to inherit such an indictment?
What must we do to defend ourselves?
We were hurt, slightly embarrassed,
most of all shocked.

of assimilation, which has become
something of an obsessive concern to
Jews. For blacks, the issue has little rel-
evance. One of us asked a 27-year-old
black student named Paula whether
blacks would fear losing their cultural
traditions if they were to enter the eco-
nomic and social mainstream. “Black
people don't have that problem of
being st ~ T ’ C ’

she tolc

choice «
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major, pulled out the Star of David
which he wore around his neck, though
always inside his shirt. Paula picked on
the irony immediately: “You look like
the majority culture, but you hide what
sets vou apart. Do yvou want it hoth
ways?"

Statistically, both blacks and Jews are
minorities. However, “minority™ has
various connotations including eco-
nomic oppression, something that most
Jews do not face in this country. For
this reason, many blacks refuse to ac-
cept the minority status of Jews. As
John explained, "My mother used to
waork for Jews—domestic work—because
that was the type of work most black
women could get. ... Basically, for my
mother, Jews are not viewed as being a
minority because they have the money
and were paving her salary. And then
we come here to this college and we
hear that Jews are minorities."

are jews third world
people?

Lenny asked whether Jews should be
considered a third world people be-
cause of their history of oppression.
John answered that Jews would have to
“earn their place, not just ask to be put
there.” Allison, a Jewish student, said
she resented that attitude and asked,
“How much more do we have to take
before we're considered in that posi-
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is that Israel is very special,

It's a mind
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Bible and the stories from my family. " (Phot
enachem Begin exchanging their books)
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hold attitudes toward Jews which are considerably less
tolerant and sympathetic than is the case with the rest of the
non-Jewish public. . . . Blacks tend to be more anti-Jewish
than any other group.” And the 53 national black leaders
interviewed by Harris hold the most negative stereotypes of

all.

3. Jews are irritating
because they are
too aggressive.

4. Most of the
slumlords are
Jewish.

32

20

27

out jews

‘@ sterectypes aboul
nd black leaders:

Statements
Black
Blacks Leaders
1874 1978 1978
485 56 81
34 ar 50
25 29 65
37 41 67
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mixed feelings about jews

In examining some ‘‘positive stereotypes about Jews'’ (see
following chart), Harris explains that although many blacks

1. Jews have suffered
from persecution
through the
centuries.

2. Jews have
suppartad rights
lor minorily groups
more than other
while paople. <

jews no longer i

“Jews are no longer toda)
people pressing for integr
sarves Harris. In fact, Jew
tants and Catholics on inh
most resistance to integra
indicated below:

Would you like to se

All
Whites
1. Go to schaal
with blacks 32
2. Not go with
blacks 14

The results show that Jew:
their children to go to sch-
of non-Jewish whites) an
want their children to go
14% of non-Jewish white
Harris also reports that
non-Jewish whites if blac
borhood: only 25% of Je\
compared with 35% of al
National opinion polls ¢
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