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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YORK , N. Y. 10007 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for your letter dated July 10. 

July 17, 1985 

I do appreciate the fact that you felt badly about the incident and 
that David Saperstein, as you put it, stated "views (which) were his own 
and did not .represent an institutional judgment on the part of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations." 

I received a note today from Morris Abram in which he included a copy 
of a letter he received from Saperstein as well as a copy of Saperstein's 
speech. Morris described Saperstein's letter to him as "snivelling." He 
also sent a copy of the Anti-Defamation League release of June 26 quoting 
Nat Pearlmutter with which I agree. 

Having seen Saperstein's letter to Morris and concurring with Morris' 
description of its contents, I require no personal response or apology 
from Saperstein. You are now at least on notice as to positions your 
Executive Director takes which undoubtedly are perceived as those of the 
institution he is representing. 

All the best. 

Sin~y, 

Ed:~. Koch 
Mayor 

mg 

cc: Morris Abram 
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July 10, 1985 

His la'Dr the Mayor Edward I. Koch 
City Hall 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

I mturned to New York a few days ago after my usual peregrinations 
both inside and outside the Olited Stat.as and caught up with the 
events \ffi.ich transpired during iey absence. 1m:mg them was the un­
happy oamentary which appeared in the New York Times following 
Rabbi David Saperstein' s appearance at the Natiooal caavention of 
the NAACP. 

I really feely bad about this incident and I write primarily to 
let you 1a¥JW that David's views were hie own and did rot represent 
an institutional judgnent on the part of the union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 

David tells ne that the journalist recoxded his oamental.'y only in 
part and thereby made his oaments o:>neerning you lll.lCh nDre abrupt 
than it actually was in its fuller ex>ntext. I have little doubt 
that the journalist was largely responsible for the article as it 
finally appeared. 

Be that as it may, I do want you to 1a¥JW that I feel very b8d about 
it all. 

O>rdially, 

Alexander M. SChindler 
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(212) 644-8654 June 26, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

After the letter dated yesterday was dictated, 
but before it was transcribed, I read with disgust the 
abuse of my name by David Saperstein as reported in the 
New York Times of June 26, 1985 (p. A23) -- my name along 
with Mayor Koch's and, I assume, Ken Bialkin's and Nate 
Perlmutter's by inference. 

I find it truly must violate some kind of 
practical, if not moral, commandment for a Rabbi to be 
so sniveling as to denounce prominent Jews who hold 
conscientious opinions in the presence of, let us be blunt, 
Benjamin Hooks. 

In 1984 I wrote several letters to Ben asking 
whether he had actually said of me and Professor Bunzel, 
former President of San Jose State University in California, 
in public: "I don't know how we could have any more incompetent 
people anywhere in this nation. . unless they openly wore 
Ku Klux Klan robes." 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler -2- June 26, 1985 

Of course, Ben Hooks never replied, not to my 
letter of the 17th of February, nor to that of the 5th 
of May, nor to the registered letter of the 23rd of April. 
(Of course, Saperstein never challenged this conduct of 
Hooks.} On the other hand, it was at that same time that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr. was writing a letter to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee (copy enclosed) and Bayard 
Rustin and other black leaders were writing in a similar 
vein. I retain the position of Chairman Emeritus of the 
United Negro College Fund and am a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Morehouse College. How dare this man of your 
staff do this, and to what end? Apparently, he makes amends 
for Jesse Jackson and attacks the Mayor, the ADL and me in 
the same speech. From a community relations viewpoint, the 
most damage of the Saperstein performance may have been his 
unnecessary denigration of white Anglo-Saxon Protestants. 
Thus: "He maintained that any differences between blacks 
and Jews 'pale in comparison to relationships between black 
and white Anglo-Saxon Protestants.'" 

I would be very grateful if you would let me 
hear from you. 

pmf 
Enclosure 

To you, my personal best. 

Sincerely, 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

June 27, 1985 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the president of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the 
congregational body of Reform Judaism in the United States and Canada. 
We are comprised of some 800 synagogues and our major resources come 
from dues paid by these member congregations. 

The director of our Maintenance of Union Membership Department, Joan 
Greenberg, has been called for jury duty. She is willing to serve and 
is fully prepared to devote the required two weeks to such service. A 
panel for a case which has the possibility of continuing beyond two weeks, 
indeed for a period of a month or more, would create a hardship for her 
and for our organization. In addition to overseeing a number of staff 
members in the MUM office, Ms. Greenberg travels to meet with congregations 
and discuss their financial situation, not only for the purpose of working 
ou~ a proper dues arrangement but also to provide guidance and counsel in 
regard to the congregation's budgeting and fund-raising programs. She has 
a number of congregational meetings planned for the summer months and were 
it necessary for her to change her plans it would be extremely difficult to 
reset her travel schedule. 

This is the year of a UAHC General Assembly when representatives of our 
member-congregations, some 3000 to 4000 delegates, meet to determine the 
future program and policies of the UAHC. Congregational representation 
and dues payments are intertwined and this makes Ms. Greenberg's availa­
bility essential during the coming months. Our convention takes place in 
Los Angeles, October 31-November 5, and there is a great deal of pre-conven­
tion administrative work which impinges directly upon the work of Ms. Greenberg 
and her staff. 

I write to urge that Ms. Greenberg be excused from any case which has the 
possibility of a long trial period and permit her to be available for a 
panel selected for a case which would be .tried in a briefer period of time. 
Your serious consideration of this request will be much appreciated. 

Sincerely, \. ( • 

/ J } 1 < >'.... / / ? t.,.,e<?f.Z__/ ~ ----1 "t ~ ,{_;,f~ .,,,d-e: ,e__ ··- ... 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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June 25, 1985 

Barney Frank, M.C. 
Representative of the State of Massachusetts 
lbUse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Frank: 

Many thanks for sharing with ma the June 17, 1985 r.t:,gressional 
Record which records your carm:mts on the statem:mts made by the 
NAACP and the UAHC in regard to c::cmrents made by Linda Chavez. 
I am grateful to you for bringing this matter to the attention 
of your colleagues, even as I thank you for letting us know that 
you have inserted our caments as well as your own letter to 
Ms. Chavez into the Congressional Record. 

With thanks for your continued leadership and with every good 
wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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•:·.nd other miscellaneous taxes consti­
tute a very small portion. about 9 per­
cent. of the revenue base. and raising 
taxes in these areas, even if it could be 
done, would not produce much in new 
revenue. That leaves new taxes as the 
only real option for additional reve­
nues. However, there are powerful po­
litical forces aligned against any alter­
native in this area. and they will be 
strengthened by the reluctance of the 
country to go through another fight 
on taxes after tax reform has been 
adopted. Tax reform will leave few 
palatable options for increases in reve­
nue to reduce the deficit. Further­
more, substantial political capital will 
be used in the tax reform effort, and 
there is a real q1.,1estion whether any 
will be left to invest \n the even more 
difficult task of increasing taxes, espe­
cially next year with the midterm 
House and Senate races on the hori­
zon. 

D 1310 
Mr. MADIGAN. Mr. Speaker. will 

the gentleman yield? 
Mr. PANETTA. I am pleased to yield 

to the gentleman from Illinois. 
Mr. MADIGAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
This is a very courageous speech 

that the gentleman from California is 
making, and I want to acknowledge 
tnat. 

As I read the budget agreed to by 
the Senate and the President, five 
items represent 75 percent of that 
total budget. Defense. as the gentle­
man has suggested, adjusted for infla­
tion only, social security with increase 
capped at 2 percent, Medicare and 
Medicaid with actual reductions con­
templated in funding, and interest on 
the debt represented 75 percent of the 
total of that agreement. So as the gen­
tleman in the well said, we could liter­
ally eliminate all other functions of 
government. the Department of 
Transportation, the FBI. the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. and those kinds 
of things and still not be able to bal­
ance the budget. 

I have shared this thought process 
the gentleman is expressing now with 
various constituent groups with whom 
I have spoken about the problem we 
are facing. The question they ask me 
is, how could they be guaranteed that 
if the Congress does raise their taxes. 
those taxes will actually be used to ad­
dress the deficit problem and not be 
just used- to fund more Government 
spending? 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder If the gentle­
man has an answer to that question? 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, one of 
my suggestions is that we not bring a 
tax reform bill to the floor that adds 
to the deficit, but the second step is 
that additional revenues be adopted 
and set aside for deficit reduction. and 
that any new revenues be conditioned 
on the enactment of $56 billion in sav­
ings, hopefully through the reconcilia­
tion process. 

I believe we can ensure that the re­
ductions are adopted first by the 
House before any tax increases take 
effect so that we avoid the risk of en­
acting tax increases that are not ac­
companied by substantial spending re­
ductions. I think the two have to go 
together. 

Mr. MADIGAN. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield further? 

Mr. PANETTA. I am pleased to yield 
to the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. MADIGAN. Mr. Speaker. I 
wonder il the gentleman, because of 
his acknowledged expertise in the area 
of budgets, has taken a look at where 
we would be on the deficit this year if 
we were operating on the pre-1981 In­
ternal Revenue Code? 

Mr. PANETTA. I believe the reve­
nue loss from the 1981 tax bill was 
originally projected to be in the vicini-

defense, for entitlements. and for in­
terest payments on the national debt. 
There Is no way that we can reduce 
that deficit unless we are prepared to 
deal with controlling the growth in de­
fense spending. controlling the growth 
in entitlement spending, and raising 
sufficient revenue to pay the bills. 

What is missing today is strong lead­
ership on the deficit problem. The 
President and both parties have paint­
ed themselves into a comer on the rev­
enue issue, and it will take a great act 
of will to cut through the rehetoric 
and the political posturing and get to 
work on cleaning up the deficit mess 
once and for all. This vacuum of lead­
ershjp must end. or the Nation will re­
member 1985 as the year it lost the 
battle against the deficit. 

ty of $750 billion over 5 years. ORDER OF BUSINESS 
D 1320 Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, I ask So, where would the deficit now be unanimous consent to address the without the tax cut? I would assume House for 5 minutes at this time. the answer is that it would be much The S_PE~KER pro tempore. Is lower. I cannot give the gentleman an there ObJect10n to the request of the exact figure, but it clearly would be gentleman from M_~husetts? substantially lower. There was no obJect1on. 

Mr. MADIGAN. Well, if the gentle-r: 
man would yield to me for just one NAACP AND REFORM JEWISH further comment. GROUP CRITICIZE LINDA Mr. PANETTA. I would be pleased CHAVEZ FOR TRYING .. TO to. DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN Mr. MADIGAN. I absolutely share BLACKS AND JEWS., his concern that th!$ exercise that we 
are about to engage in on tax reform 
may result in • exacerbating the prob­
lem that the gentleman is describing. 

I think it Is unfortunate that we are 
doing this at this time. because I think 
we ought to address this deficit as the 
No. 1 problem facing the Government. 

I admire the gentleman's remarks 
and his courage. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. 

We are, it seems to me, at an historic 
crossroads on the deficit issue: We can 
make the tough choices this summer 
and do what everyone recognizes must 
be done to deal with the deficit crisis, 
or we can keep pretending that spend­
ing cuts alone are enough to balance 
the budget. 

Tax reform represents both an op­
portunity and a threat. It can be used 
as a vehicle for addressing the need 
for new revenue. or it may result in 
less revenues and deeper deficits. 

At the very least. it seems to me es­
sential that the House make the fol­
lowing commitments with regard to 
tax reform: 

One, that no tax reform bill will be 
brought to the floor if it adds to the 
deficit. 

Second, that in bringing a tax pro­
posal to the floor, it should also be 
used as a vehicle to include increased 
revenues that are specifically targeted 
at deficit reduction and conditioned on 
the enactment of $56 billion in savings 
for 1986. 

The realities of the budget are that 
85 percent of spendinl now goes for 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
a previous order of the House, the gen­
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
FRANK] is recognized for 5 minutes. 
• Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, the ques­
tion of relations between various 
ethnic groups in this co·untry is a sen­
sitive one. In the 1984 campaign, as 
will sometimes happen in the heat of a 
very tough political campaign, some 
tensions flared up; one in particular 
which I regretted was the degree of 
friction between some people in the 
black community and some in the 
Jewish community. 

Many Americans, including many of 
us here in the House, including I think 
the overwhelming majority of both 
black and Jewish Members, felt that 
those tensions were unnecessary and 
did not in fact reflect reality; that is. 
we felt that there was and continues 
to be a strong community of interest 
between the black and Jewish Mem­
bers of this body and among black and 
Jewish people In the country at large 
on a whole range of issues in opposing 
the agenda of the radical right. 

We have seen this kind of coopera­
tion between the two groups; for in­
stance, in trying to impose the imposi­
tion of religious practices in schools by 
the coercive mechanism of the States. 
We have seen it also in efforts to 
oppose apartheid In South Africa. 

I was particularly distressed. there­
fore, to read a couple weeks ago a 
statement by Miss Linda Chavez, who 
is Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Uaison, formerly the Exec-
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u'Uve Director of the CivU Rights 
Commission, which was clearly an 

• effort, lt seems to me, for political ex­
pe'ndiency purposes to recreate ten­
sions between the black and Jewish 
communities. I found that an extraor­
dinarily regrettable event. 

There have been under this adminis­
tration's control of the Clvll Rights 
Commission changes in the composi­
tion of State advisory commissions on 
civil rights and the number of commis­
sions that are headed by either mem­
bers of minority groups or women has 
substantially diminished. White men 
are chairs of most of these now. In and 

' of itself, that is a fact to be considered. 
Clearly, there are people of all sexes 
and races who are capable of doing 
this Job; but a consistent shift away 
from women and minority group mem­
bers in the area of civil rights raises 
certain concerns, since lt is women and 
minority group members who have 
been generating many of the com­
plaints about civU rights. Prejudice on 
racial and sex oriented bases have 
been admitted by the President and 
others to be serious problems. 

Some people raise the issue about 
whether or not there was some trend 
away from the civil rights commit­
ment. Miss Chavez, instead of meeting 
that on the merits, instead of arguing, 
as she had a right to argue of the facts 
supported· her, that nothing like that 
was involved, instead told the newspa­
pers, it was quoted in the New York 
Times of May 26, that she thought the 
objections to the shifts in chairs of the 
civil rights commission at the State 
level reflected "unspoken anti-Semi­
tism." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have to be 
honest with you to say that perhaps I 
am a little dim-witted. I am not sure 
how to figure out what unspoken anti­
Semitism is. Maybe it consists of ges­
tures, I am not sure. I would like to see 
perhaps a demonstration by Miss 
Chavez of how she figures out that 
something is unspoken anti-Semitism. 

I wrote to her 2 weeks ago, One, I 
thought that she might have felt mis­
quoted. People in this administration 
when they see their remarks in print, 
it has been my experience, often do 
not like them and claim they have 
been misquoted, and sometimes they 
are. I wrote and asked her for evidence 
that she had for that statement, I 
asked her to document for me the un­
spoken anti-Bemitism. 

As a Jewish-American, I am glad 
when people speak out against anti­
semitism. I am even glad when people 
speak out against unspoken anti-Semi­
tism. I suppose I would not want to 
have an unspoken answer to antisemi­
tism, because that would not be good 
enough, but I think an oral answer to 
implicit anti-Bemitism is useful; but I 
would like to know how the Deputy 
Assistant to the President figured it 
out. I mean, was it the gestures that 
people used? Was It the clothes they 
were wearing? Was it the tone of their 
voices? 

Now, I wrote to her and I asked for "We will not allow ourselves to bt' driven 
evidence. That was 2 weeks ago. I told apart, nor to lose sight of our common 
her I thought that if she had no evi- values and goals." 
dence, for her to have made that state- Mrs. Chavez had noted that many of the 

white males now serving on state advisory 
ment seemed to me deplorable. For committees were Jews, and said: "I wonder 
someone whose responslblllty in the If there 1s not some unspoken anti-Sc-ml ­
White House is to work on groqp rela- tlsm." 
tlons as she has. for a former Assistant The NAACP-UAHC statemmt observed 
to the Executive Director of the Civll that of the 550 positions on the state com­
Rights Commission, as she has been, mlttees there were now "a grand total of 40 
to deliberately for poll ti cal purposes more Jews that before." and remarked: 
respond to a criticism by stirring up "The critics of the Administration's plans 

wi Include not only the members of our own 
black-Je sh tensions in an area where organizations but the millions from both 
they did not exist seems to me to be our communities who seek to eliminate 
deplorable. racism and discrimination, whether aimed 

I expect people in this administra- at blacks, women or Jews." 
tion to have views different than my Mr. Hooks and Rabbi Schindler said Mrs. 
own. I do not expect a high-ranking Chavez's remarks "demean the office of the 
official of the President, for political President for whom she speaks. It Is now in­
purposes, to divert criticism, to stir up combent upon the Preisdent to dlsarnw 
unfounded frictions between the black such statements." 

They said they were "dismayed" by the 
and Jewish communities. "racial, gender and Ideological changes·· re­
• I am forced to conclude by her fall - fleeted in the 313 new appointments to state 
ure to provide any evidence for her civil rights advisory committees under the 
charge whatsoever that this reference Civil Rights Commission reorganization 
to "unspoken antisemitism" was pre- plan. They pointed out that the number of 
cisely that, an effort to fan political women chairing the state committees had 
tensions. been reduced from 20 to four and the 

I cannot think of a more irresponsi- number of blacks from 21 to nine, and as­
ble thing for someone in her position serted that the general thrust of the Civil 
to do than to try and fan tensions be- Rights Commission "Includes opposition to 

the Civil Rights Act of 1984 and the Ch·il 
tween groups. Rights Restoration Act of 1985." They 

I was particularly pleased with the added: 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega- "The Commission favors elimination of 
tions and the NAACP to Join together hundreds of affirmative action hiring and 
to criticize Miss Chavez' statement. In l[ ucation plans and has focussed Its efforts 
a joint statement by Rabbi Alexander o_n e~i~inating supposed ·reverse discrimina-
Schindler and Benjamin Hooks tion. 

. .. ' The Joint statement charged that in the 
NAAC1: President, they said. Mrs. ast several years the Civil Rights Commis- . 
Chavez accusation is both false ~nd sion "has abandoned its clear Congressional 
inflammatory. For an administration mandate to be an Independent voice and 
spokesperson to attempt to distract watchdog fon civil rights. If it succeeds .in 
criticism by interjecting the issue of recreating the state advisory committees. in 
antisemitism is a reprehensible form its own image, no watchdogs will be left." 
of political scapegoating and a blatant CoNGRESs oF THE UNITED STATES. 
effort to drive a wedge between blacks HousE _oF REPRESENTATIVES.· 
and Jew .. Washington, DC, June 3, 1985. 

S. Ms. LINDA CHAVEZ, 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that that sta~e- Deputy Asst. To The President, Office Of 

ment and a copy of my latter to Miss Public Liaison, The White House, Wash -
Chavez be included with my remarks ington. DC. 
today. DEAR Ms. CHAVEZ. I was disturbed to read 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is In the Sunday, May 26th, New York Times a 
there objection to the request of the suggestion by you that there may be "un-
gentleman from Massachusetts? s!loken" anti-Semitism in so~e of the criti-

There was no objection. ~1Sms that ha~'~ been made ~- U~e change_s 
The statement and letter are as fol- m the com~1t1on of state c1V1l ngh!-5 advi­

sory comm1ss1ons. If, ill fact there IS such 
lows: "unspoken anti-Semlt~·· 1t should be quite 
NAACP Am> REFORM JEWISH GROUP CIUTI· explicitly condemned and I would apprec i­

CIZE LINDA CHAVEZ FOR TRYING 'To DRIVE A ate any evidence :,,OU have for the fact that 
WEDGE BETWEEN BLACKS AND Ji:ws· this is involved In such criticism. I am 
WASHINGTON.-The presidents of the always pleased when public officials choose 

NAACP and the Union of American Hebrew to speak out against anti-Semitism-even 
Congregations joined today (Fri., May 31) in when they are speaking out against unspo­
assa.iling a statement by Linda Chavez, ken anti-Semitism. 
Deputy Assistant for Public Liaison to On the other hand, I confess to a certain 
President Reagan, that there may be "un- skepticism that much evidence suggests that 
spoken anti-Semitism" In criticism of Ad- "unspoken anti-Semitism"' is involved here. 
ministration efforts to char.ge the composi- It certainly seems to me entirely legitimate 
tion of state advisory committees on civil for people to criticize so drastic a shift in 
rights. the composition of civil rights advisory com-

In a statement by Benjamin L. Hooks, missions of the sort that was documented by 
NAACP president. the Rabbi Alexander M. The Times. And If your comment about 
Schindler, UAHC president, the two organi- anti-Semitism was simply speculative and 
zations declared: "Mrs. Chavez"s accusation not based on any significant evidence it 
Is both false and inflammatory. For an Ad- seems to me gravely mistaken. To make 
ministration spokesperson to attempt to dis- such a charge in the absence of evidence is 
tract criticism .by interjecting the issue of in my judgment to stir up dangerous inter­
anti-Semitism Is a reprehensible form of po- group tensions for purely political reasons. 
lltical scapegoating and a blatant effort to It Is because I would find such an accusation 
drive a wedge between blacks and Jews. disturbing if It was not based on evidence 

' • 
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that I have ~ked you ~hat ev(dence you amendment. What was thbi? This was 
have ror it. Because I t~mk this _IS a matter an amendment that I appended soon 
tha~ ought to be full~ aired publicly. I ~ope after I became chai·rman of the s b-
you II be able to clarify for me the basJS on u 
wh ich you made your anti-Semitism charse. co~mittee on International Finance, 

Finally. if you feel you were not accurate- - chairman of which I was for 10 years, 
I;· or fairly quoted by The New York Times and it had reference to the fact that it 
I would aµpreciate your letting me know is the only congressional policy ever 
that so that I will not be commenting developed to take care of those situa­
mys~lf on a co~ent v,hich does not fully lions in which through expropriation 
represent your \ iews. foreign sovereignties have exproprtat-

BARNi:Y F'RANK. ed national properties. It ls the only 

----- one. 
MY ADVICE TO THE PRIVILEGED 

ORDERS. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore ·(Mr. 

ECKART of Ohio). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. GONZALEZ] is recog­
nized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, for 
some time now I have been addressing 
my colleagues and also for the record 
and beyond to what I call the privi­
leged 9rders in America that today 
control America's destiny. The money 
barons, esconced in the powerful inter• 
national banking empire and in com­
plete control of the Federal Reserve 
Board, which in tum is the equivalent 
or what people call throughout the 
world the central be.nk, and while the 
American people, particularly the 
business community, have been sacri­
ficed on the altar of the international 

. scheming of these privileged- elites 
that are not accountable to anybody; 
they transcend any national sovereign­
ty in its ability to regulate, much less 
control, their activities, and that in­
cludes the United States. They tran­
scend any kind of accountability in 
any manner, shape or form. 

The ancient despots and potentates, 
from Croesus on had nothing by way 
of the power that these elites and priv­
ileged orders have today. 

D 1330 
For many years, I would say 2? of 

the 24 I have been here, I have direct­
ly and indirectly been addressing the 
matter. It is a source of no satisfaction 
to say, "Well, I said &0," or "I predict­
ed." 

I never have risen, and especially for 
the record, with that in mind. The 
fundamental purpose is the fundamen­
tal reason why I was chosen from the 
20th Congressional District to repre­
sent that particular area in particular 
in the national legislative body; that 
is, to legislate. The record speaks for 
Itself. 

There is no Member of this House 
from the Speaker on down that can 
count upon the number of amend­
ments, resolutions, bills, and any form 
of legislative activity in the last 24 
years in number and content, initiated 
by myself, in most Instances authored 
by myself, of course, with the help of 
the legislative counsel and services of 
the Congress, enacted into law, than 
what I have. That is the record. 

In International finance, the Inter­
national journals In French and 
German and ln English and England 
will refer occasionally to the Gonzalez 

There was a so-called and still is a 
so-called Hickenlooper amendment, 
but this never was policy. The Hicken­
looper amendment was overcharged 
and never has been invoked. 

The Gonzalez amendment on four 
different occasions soon after its en­
actment-it did not even have to be in­
voked, all the Secretary of the Treas­
ury through the American delegate in 
the various international institutional 
financial organizations that we belong 
to had to do with ju.st to signify to our 
member there that we were thinking 
of Invoking the Gonzalez amendment 
and those national sovereignties that 
had for political reasons expropriated 
American property came to the bar­
gaining table and found an adjustment 
basis. 

Now, it did not mean anything to 
the great, vast interests such as Ana­
conda Copper because, why, Anaconda 
Copper does not need the U.S. Govern­
ment, it can tate care of itself. But it 
did mean something to those 25 busi­
nessmen in Minnesota who had invest­
ed $25 million in a fishmeal plant in 
Peru and found themselves expropri­
ated with no recourse. They were Just 
going to lose their investment, even 
though they had been invited. 
Through the Gonzalez amendment 
they saved their life savings and their 
interests. 

So when I speak to the RECORD that 
ls exactly what I am doing. 

We live in a day and time of televi­
sion and televised coverings of these 
proceedings, which I applaud. I have 
always believed that everything we do 
should be ·reported so that since I was 
in the State senate and had to fight to 
try to convince the English-language 
TV stations to take a report by way of 
a reportial type concerning the activi­
ties during the session of the senate, 
and had been steadfastly refused by 
the only two then English-language 
TV stations, until the third, the com­
petitor was put in place, which always 
has proved to me the value of competi­
tion, and then, after my election to 
the Congress the other reluctant two 
did, and I am very grateful and very 
proud to say that everyone, with the 
exception of one now, for the past 6 
years or so. does report now a 5-
minute report. The Spanish-language 
TV station, which did not come into 
being in San Antonio-and, incidental­
ly, was the only full-time Spanish-lan­
guage TV station ln the United States 
until comparatively recenUy-now, 
they always were accessible because 
the owner of that station was also the 

owner of the only Spanish-language 
radio st:\tion for many years, and they 
asked to obtain a report ever since I 
was on the city council. so that if you 
understood Spanish in San Antonio 
you probably, by listening in, could 
have a little bit of knowledge of what 
was going on in the inner sanctums of 
the city council. 

Let me say to my colleagues that 
that experience of 3 years was the 
toughest, the meanest, the most ardu­
ous in my whole career. It was mean 
because local politics can get mean 
and. in fact, I am here today because 

. when I stood up to speak like I contin­
ue to do there were elements that 
thought that was dangerous talk, that 
I should be eliminated. So an attempt 
was made after I had been harassed 
and intimidated by having some Indi­
viduals come by in a fast car and fire a 
.38 into the garage door when I was 
parking the car. Naturally if they had 
wanted to hit me, I do not see how 
they could have missed. So I interpret­
ed that as an attempt to intimidate. 
And then subsequent to that, an at­
tempt to try to frame me up. 

I was a lone voice on the city council. 
I had no powerful social position or 
wealth of any kind. In fact, I want to 
say for the RECORD that today, 33 
years in public elective office later, I 
am just as poor or just as rich as I was 
when I started out. So that I am proud 
of that record and that achievement. 
and I am proud of the fact that I have 
always attempted to account. 

So when I first came to the Con­
gress. the reports were 15 minutes' du­
ration because this was before the 
advent of the networks, powerful net­
work system which today controls In­
formation ln our country; 95 percent 
of the viewing time of the American 
people, that is their source, a.nd is con­
trolled by these vast concentrations 
that today are interlocking. They are 
interlocking because now they have 
been merged to the point where I 
would say about less than nine finan­
cial institutions control the greatest 
part of the aggregate of our financial 
resources in this country, and through 
interlocking directorships everything 
else, _ including these powerful media 
sources. 

As a matter of fact, the reason I said 
awhile ago that all three but one of 
the English-language, full-time televi­
sion stations, noncable, the reason two 
of the three only is that the third 
knocked me out when in one of my re­
ports I made allusion to a powerful ab­
sentee Australian, or Aussie alien, who 
owned the local newspaper, and has 
continued his ownership of one of the 
first he acquired in the United States, 
and who at that ti.me I reported had 
interests in almost every little leaf 
that fell off of the local political tree 
as well as the national tree. And In 
making allusions of this kind I was Im­
mediately called to task by the TV 
manager. At that time the television 
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Morris B. Abram, Esq. 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10154 

Dear Morris: 

June 28, 1985 

Thank you for your thoughtful response to my East-West talk. l, too, 
hope that we wi11 have a chance to talk concerning this and kindred 
subjects. 

On the other issue, raised in your second letter, I spoke to David 
Saperstein and you should be hearing from him. He will also seed a 
correction to the New York Times. 

Be wel 1. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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(212) 644-8654 June 25, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear~ -
I thank you for se ding me "East-West Relations: 

A Jewish Perspective." It is beautifully composed and I 
favor its ends. / 

Some questions: 

(1) II . and they point to the insanity 
and immorality of defending anything -- be it ideology or 
creed or nationhood -- by th~eatening the destruction of 
everything there is." Since one does not know if the 
defense of anything will destroy everything, but the non­
defense of something may destroy everything worth living 
for, where does this philosophy lead us? Doesn't the Nazi 
experience tell us that we must try to defend something and 
against other things? Would you have objected to the war 
against the Nazis if (as might have been the case) they 
could have threatened the West with an atomic bomb? 

(2) On authoritarian/totalitarian governments, 
as an old student of Aristotle and Plato, I see a difference. 
The totalitarian government is the living incarnation of the 
organic state, that which legitimately controls every aspect 
of life: The government is the brain of the organism; the 
armies and navies its arms; the legs its transportation 
system; and the ruler is its heart and conscience. 
Authoritarian states generally cannot enforce, if they believe, 
such pagan nonsense. Moreover, authoritarian states change; 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler -2- June 25, 1985 

witness Spain and Portugal in recent times. Finally, 
authoritarian states may expel Jews but they almost 
inevitably leave totalitarian states. Does that not 
tell us something? 

(3) I applaud every stricture you pronounce 
on the Soviet Union vis-a-vis the Jews, but how do you 
square this with the belief that other leaders in other 
areas cannot make similar observations about the nature 
of the Soviet society? Must the protest of the nature 
of the Soviet system come only from Jewish voices and 
strike Jewish themes and lamentations? 

(4) Some inferences: We are a super power only 
in the technical means of death delivery. I do not like 
the symbolism usually engaged in (certainly not by you) of 
two super powers facing each other implying that there 
should be a plague on both houses. 

I say Dobrynin last week and sometime soon 
perhaps we can talk about that and so many other issues. 

prof 

All my best, and with respect I am 

Sincerely, 



Rabbi Peter Si Knobel 
Beth Emeth The Free Synagogue 
1224 DEmpster Street 
Evanston, IL 60202 

Dear Peter: 

May 30, 1985 

It was thoughtful of you to write about the UAHC-NAACe demonstration 
at the steps of the Justice Department. I appreciate your words of 
appreciation and encouragement. 

W i th a 11 good w i shes , I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



May 28,1985 
8 Sivan 5745 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler,President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Beth Emet The Free Synagogue 
1224 Dempster Street 
Evanston , Illinois 60202 
312 869.4230 

Peter S. Knobel , Rabbi 
David Polish , Founding Rabbi 

Today I was watching television and saw you watching with 
some leaders of the NAACP in support of affirmative action. 
It makes me very proud to see our leadership continue to 
stand up for justice and human rights at a time when 
much of the country is turning away from it. 

Congratulations on continuing to fight the good fight. 

Shalom, 

S. Knobel 

Affiliated with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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Mr. Sam Brown 
4086 Newport South 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33~42 

Dear Sam: 

May 31, 1985 

It was good hearing from you. I'm glad that all Is well with you and I 
thank you for sharing with me your dream of black/Jewish tours of each 
others social and religious Institutions. 

As our programs with the black community, including the recent Klvle 
Kaplan Institute with the NAACP, about which you read, fall within the 
dlrecto purview of our Religious Action Center In Washington, I am taking 
the liberty of sharing your letter and clippings with the director of the 
Center, Rabbi David Saperstein. If he requires additional tnfonnatlon he 
or a member of his staff will contact you directly. 

All good wishes and wann persobal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi David Saperstein 



April 2S, 1984 

Count Leopold Francissek Wojtanowski Chudzikiewiaz 
Florida Smny-Rock Fans 
338 West 22nd Street, SUite 22 
New York, New York 10011 

Dear Count Wojtanowski Chudzikiewicz: 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me once again. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 

338 West 22nd Street•Suite 22•NewYork, N.Y 10011 U.S.A 

Telephone (212) ~~ Telex 661245 ROBFLE Attn: FSF 

675-5228 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your letter of March 12, 1984. I have not acknowledged 
it because I had thought the anti-Semitic statements out of the mouth 
of Rev. Jesse Jackson would stop. They haven't. Only in recent days 
he is quoted in an interview as repeating the Russian and Arab lies 
about Zionism and Judaism. Yet once again no one responas. 

Of course I was active in the Civil Rights Movement and the Marches on both 
Washington, and Trenton, and in other activities. I venture to say that 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations has issued fewer statements about 
Jesse Jackson's anti-Semitic unterances than statements in favour of the Civil 
Rights Movement in the calendar years 1963, 1964, and 1965. Rabbi Schindler, 
do you think this is right? 

I am vvery familiar with the various positions taken within German Jewry 
during the period first tf the Nazi campaign, then of their Government, and 
if there is one thing Jewish spokesmen should have learned is that a silent 
statement is a worthless position. My local Reform Temple and my parents' 
and my b~others' are not qualified to handle this issue, this is a national 
issue that the President of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations should 
address. What is the pointof having a "Union" if it doesn't handle the major 
politicalanti-Semitic situation ~today? 

If the Union has in fact issued statements, I would appreciate copies. 

I remain, 

Very truly 7ours, /1 1)/
1 

__ /__, _: p, __ _ ._ 
iu,-~·~r/~J 

Cbunt Leopold Franciszek Wojtanowski Chudzikiewicz 

WC/lfc 
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dear reader 
Just as this issue was going to press, a new dispute erupted between 
blacks and Jews that demonstrates the extent to which relations between 
these two groups have deteriorated in the last decade. An incident that 
should have remained a matter of foreign policy and personal conduct 
was blown up into a black-Jewish confrontation by several influential 
black leaders. 

The controversy arose when And rew Young , a highly respected black 
leader, was forced to resign his post as US delegate to the United 
Nations after the Israeli government disclosed that he had met with a 
PLO official. The meeting wh ich was in direct violation of US policy 
embarrassed the Carter Admin istration at a particularly sensitive moment 
in its Middle Eastern negoti ations. The Israeli disclosure was an attempt 
to counter what they reg arded as a shift in US policy in favor of that 
terrorist organ ization . Young , an outspoken champion of black causes at 
home and abroad , was caught in the middle . 

Ironically, Young, former chief aide of the late Dr. Martin Luther King , Jr., 
has always been a steadfast supporter of Jewish causes, defending Israel 
and Soviet Jewry. In fact , one of his foremost concerns after resigning 
his UN post was that the incident not be turned into a black-Jewish 
confrontation. 

Nevertheless, some influential black leaders saw t_he Young affair as 
another in a series of con fli cts polarizi ng blacks and Jews. The Reverend 
Joseph Lowery, president of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference said , " If we have to mainta in your friendship [referring to 
Jews] by refrain ing from speaking with Arabs, then that friendship must 
be reassessed." Civil rights leader Jesse Jackson called for a White 
House meeting of blacks and Jews to work out relations between the two 
groups which he said were " more tense this night than they 've been in 
twenty-fi ve years." In assessing the impact of the Young resignation on 
black-Jewish re lations, Jackson compared it to the DeFunis and Bakke 
cases and to Israel's ties with South Africa. 

These remarks and others contained in the pages of this Keeping Posted 
reveal that the tension between blacks and Jews in this country is 
nearing the breaking point. We can only hope that the leaders on both 
sides take immediate steps to reunite our communities as allies in the 
strugg le against our real enemies-racism and social injustice . 

about our cover Front: Two of the students in an 
e11counter on black-Jewish rela­
tions at the University of Califor­
nia, Santa Cruz (photos by Frank 
Commanday). 
Back: Photo taken at NAACP An­
nual Fellowship Dinner, 1968. 
Pictured (left to right) are: Roy 
Wilkins, executive director, 
NAACP; Sammy Davis, Jr. , chair­
man , NAACP Life Membership 
Committee; Charles Evers, field 

directo r, Mississippi NAACP; and Father James E. Groppi , advisor, Mil­
waukee Youth Council. 



BY ALBERT VORSPAN 

American Jews responded powerfully 
to the fight against racial segrega tion 
a nd discrimination in the search for ra­
cia l equality. In the hea t of the climac­
ti c struggle of the 50s and 60s, the 
black-Jewish alli ance was a t the h ea rt 
of the civil righ ts move ment. 

When the Mississippi Summer (1964) 
was organized to break the ba ck of 
lega l segrega tion in the then most sav­
agely resistant state of the Union, more 
than 50 per cent of the young people 
who volunteered from all parts of the 
US were Jewish yo ungsters. Two of the 
th ree martyrs of that stru ggle, killed by 
mobs in Mississippi , were Jewish; the 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Albert Vorspo n is the notional d irecto r of the 
Deport ment of Socia l Action of the UA/-IC. 
/-l e has been deepl y invo lved in civil rights 
and intergro up effo rts. This artic le is drawn 
from his fort hcoming UA /-I C book, Jew ish 
Dilemmas of the Eighti es. 

third was black. Most of the funds 
raised by such orga nizat ions as the Na­
tional Association for the Adva nce ment 
of Colored People (NAACP) , the South­
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), and the Student Nonvio lent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) were 
secured from Jews. Rabbis marched 
with Martin Luther King throughout 
the sou th ; many were ja iled ; some were 
bea ten. Jewish political leverage- often 
in a three-faith setting-helped to pro­
duce the la ndmark civ il rights laws of 
th e 60s. 

moral issues clear cut 
The moral issues were clear cut then. 
Could Jud a ism fail t o distinguish be­
tween non-violent blacks seeking the 
elementary right to vo te, to be treated 
w ithout discrimination in a hotel, store, 
or a restaurant , and the bloody-minded 
mobs which attacked them with police 
dogs, ca ttle prods, high-pressure hoses, 
and even rifles? Not all Jews were will­
ing to stand up and be cou nted, but 

Dr. Martin Luther King , Jr ., flanked by the 
late Jewish scholar and philosopher, Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel (with beret), and 
other clergymen at a memorial service. 

there was no question where Jud a ism­
and most Jews- stood. 

Today, the issues of right and wrong in 
the continuing quest for racial decency 
are confused, ambiguo us, a nd con tro ­
versial. Good men and women stand on 
both sid es of such thorny issues as af­
firmative action and busing. For, it is 
now clear, desegregating a sma ll so u th­
ern town in the 60s was easy compared 
to the mammoth effort to deseg regate a 
vast industrial city like New York or 
Philadelphia with all the a tt enda nl 
problems of cr im e a nd violence, declin­
ing and decaying schools, and white 
flight to the subur bs . 

affirmative action 
One issue in the realm of race relations 
has risen to the leve l of great debate: 
affirmative action. As civil r ights laws 
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Family and schoolmates of Andrew 
Goodman, a Jewish civil rights worker 
killed in Mississippi, 1964, at the dedication 
of a tree to his memory. 

of major dimension were passed in the 
60s, it became clear that it was not 
enough merely to pass laws prohibiting 
further discrimination against blacks. 
Society had to do something positive to 
make amends for 300 years of past in­
jury to racial minorities. Thus Congress 
mandated "affirmative action," requir­
ing colleges, employers , and govern­
ment agencies to reach out in positive 
steps to bring the long-deprived minor­
ities into the mainstream of American 
life. 

Thus, affirmative action programs 
mushroomed in all phases of life. And, 
inevitably, conflicts about the limits of 
affirmative action simmered and ex­
ploded, dividing former allies, embitter­
ing millions of white Americans who 
felt that special treatment for minor­
ities meant "reverse discrimination" 
against th emselves and their children. 
As protest and anger swelled into legal 
challenges and public opinion tilt ed 
sharply against racial preferences in af­
firmative action, blacks felt betrayed 
and cheated of the opportunity finally 

to make something of themselves in an 
America which seemed to be turning its 
back on the goal of full equality. That 
unemployment had reached Depression 
levels within the black community, par­
ticularly among young blacks (40 per 
cent of whom were jobless in some cit­
ies), added fuel to the gathering fire of 
anger and resentment. 

the bakke case 
The Bakke case became the lightning 
rod and the symbol of the mounting 
controversy about affirmative action. 
Bakke is a white Protestant male who 
had applied for admission to the medi­
cal school of the University of Califor­
nia at Davis. He was already 34 years 
of age, and this caused his rejection at 
twelve other medical schools to which 
he had applied , despite his good grades 
and strong motivation to be a doctor. 
At Davis he was also rejected and he 
blamed the affirmative action program 
which had been instituted by the 
school. In order to diversify their stu­
dent body by inclusion of blacks, 
Asians, women, and American Indians, 
the university had developed a two­
track admission system. In one track, 
sixteen places were reserved for quali­
fied members of minority groups. While 
qualified to be medical students, these 
admittees had grade averages consider­
ably lower than those admitted into the 
general admissions program. Indeed, 
Mr. Bakke-who was rejected-had 
higher grades than some of those ac­
cepted in the special track. 

Bakke went to court, charging "reverse 
discrimination," contending that he had 
been excluded from the Davis Medical 
School because he was white and that 
this was a violation of his constitu­
tional rights. The university, with the 
support of civil rights groups, fought 
back, arguing that it had the legal right 
to develop the system it did in order to 
overcome histork inequities and to 
bring persons of deprived background 
into the student body. 

jews oppose quotas 
The Bakke case snaked its way to the 
Supreme Court and it sund ered the old 
civil rights coalition. Particularly, it 
sharply divided the organized Jewish 

community and the black civil rights 
organizations. 

Major Jewish groups submitted amicus 
briefs to the US Supreme Court in sup­
port of Bakke, arguing that what the 
Davis Medical School had created was 
nothing less than a quota system-a 
rigid, inflexible, numerical system 
which preferred one group to another. 
They pointed out that, historically, 
Jews had had much bitter experience 
with quota systems in Czarist Russia, 
even in early periods of American life , 
and elsewhere in their tormented his­
tory. Quotas, they argued, were obnox­
ious, unfair, and unconstitutional. They 
treated persons solely as representa­
tives of groups (blacks, women, Asians, 
etc .) rather than as individuals entitled 
to individual rights. The Constitution 
does not protect group rights, only indi­
vidual rights. Indeed, when people are 
judged as members of groups, it would 
follow inevitably that Jews would be 
accused of being overrepresented in 
colleges and graduate schools, and that 
would mean open discrimination 
against Jewish applicants. 

need black doctors 
Civil rights activists rejected the argu­
ments made in behalf of Bakke. They 
pointed out that , prior to the creation 
of a special program by Davis, the med­
ical school was virtually all white and 
all male. Without special efforts to 
reach out and recruit and provide re­
medial help, there would be no hope of 
diversity in the student body. They 
pointed out that America's black inner 
cities and rural ghettos needed black 
doctors if decent medical services were 
ever to be delivered to the black poor. 
They argued that affirmative action on 
the college and professional school 
level was succeeding, as evidenced by a 
growing percentage of minority doctors, 
lawyers, and engineers. Basically, they 
emphasized that it is not equality to 
bring everyone to the starting gate to 
compete in a race in which the minor­
ity youngsters are already crippled by a 
history of inferior schooling, bad hous­
ing, demoralizing treatment, and low 
motivation. Nor, they claim, is it a mat­
ter of individual rights. Blacks as a race 
were enslaved, brutalized, mistreated, 
and cheated by the society; blacks as a 



group suffered deprivation; and the 
total society must redress these past 
grievances by genuine affirmative ac­
tion. The total society has a transcen­
dent public interest in overcoming the 
ugly heritage of the past by bringing 
the disadvantaged into the mainstream 
of American life so that America's fu­
ture generations will not have to live in 
the dangerous volcano of an apart-
heid society. 

supreme court decides 
The Supreme Court came down right in 
the middle! It ruled in favor of Bakke, 
ordering the university to admit him on 
the ground that his constitutional rights 
had been violated. It held the univer­
sity's two-track system was illegal be­
cause the minority students only had to 
compete against each other and were 
not made to compete against all other 
applicants in the pool. They character­
ized the system of reserving places as a 
"quota" which was not permissible 
under law. 

From left to right: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , 
Reverend Ralph Abernathy, and the late 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, past president 
of the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations. 

In a closely divided vote (5 to 4), they 
also affirmed the validity of affirmative 
action programs (such as Harvard 's) 
which avoided the flaws of those at UC 
Davis. And they went so far as to af­
firm that race could properly be taken 
into consideration in affirmative action 
programs along with a host of other 
factors, such as geography, grades, per­
sonality, motivation, and economic 
background. The Supreme Court com­
promised the issues, seeking to strike 
down the excesses without weakening 
the heart of affirmative action. 

The Supreme Court has recently 
strengthened affirmative action in the 
Weber case, by upholding the right of a 
company and a labor union to enter 
into voluntary affirmative action pro­
grams to bring non-whites into a train­
ing program to qualify for crafts in 
which blacks and others had been 
badly underrepresented. 
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jews flee cities 
Jewish behavior on race is full of di­
lemmas and ambivalences. Judaism, as 
a religious tradition , flatly rejects rac­
ism; but Jews as individuals are prone 
to racial bigotry as reflected in the 
widespread use of the Yiddish epithet 
"shvartze." Jews have been made sensi­
tive to the impact of discrimination by 
their own history, yet Jews are heavily 
represented among slum landlords and 
exploitative merchants in many minor­
ity areas. Jews rarely resort to violence 
or overt meanness when blacks or his­
panics move into the neighborhood; but 
Jews have fled the cities in a massive 
post-World War II exodus, moving to 
suburbs which are usually virtually all­
white, thus helping to turn our cities 
into black ghettos choked by white sub­
urban nooses. 
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blacks now seen as 
competitors 
Jews once derived grea t self-esteem 
from the sense of benevolence ex­
tended to " them." Now, many Jews see 
blacks as competitors for scarce jobs as 
teachers or social workers, as we ll as 
scarce positions in gradu a te schools. It 
is probably correct to say that black­
Jewish relations were never as good, 
even in the old days , as we retrospec­
tively romanticize them as having been. 
They were inherently unequal , not pee r 
to peer. We Jews provided much of the 
expertise, the lega l resources , the lea d­
ership . We did it all for "them. " This 
kind of subordinate role was long ago 
rejected by a black community which 
grew weary of being patronized and 
which, in the spirit of black autonomy, 
set out to take control of its own des­
tiny. That clearly displaced many Jews, 
some of whom felt betrayed. It was a 
hea lthy and overdue revolt by blacks 
against a kind of white condescension, 
although it led too often to the excesses 
of black separatism and the overb lown 
rhetoric of black power, thus further 
estranging bla cks and Jews. 

each group goes its 
own way 
As Jews abandoned or were pushed out 
of the civil rights movement, they 
tended, like blacks , to become preoccu­
pied with their own ethnic id entity. 
The battle-scarred Jewish veteran of 
the civil rights struggle often plunged 
into the campaign for Sovie t Jewry , th e 
demanding fight for Isra el's survival, 
the particular agenda of the Jewish 
people. Resurgent ethnic identity be­
came the new American w ay, replacing 
the old , broad civil rights coa litions in 
which Jews and bla cks had for so long 
joined hands at the head of the march. 

Ethnic assertiveness was heard in the 
land , and the sense of overarching com­
munity began to fade away. There w as , 
after civil rights and Vietnam and Wa­
tergate, no transcendent issue that 
brought all groups together in urgent 
alliance. Each group went its own way, 
fighting its own battle , and sometimes 
fighting each other in a fractured and 
tribal America . Civil rights, whatever it 
still is and requires, is no longer a co­
herent and definable movement. 

Jewish ideals of social justice demonstrated at civil rights gathering. 

Union Of 
American Hebrew 

Congregations 

In this new mood of group separatism, 
Jews and blacks have drifted apart. 
They have little human contac t and 
their relationships feed on mutual ste­
reo types. Blacks see Jews as rich , privi­
leged, powerful, prejudiced; Jews see 
blacks as poor, vio lent, living on welfare , 
burning with anti-Jewish bigotry. 

stereotype blacks 
as pro-arab 
Aside from the tensions which are in ­
trinsic in our respective economic posi­
tions, there are other irritants . Some 
blacks have identified with the Arab 
cause against Israel, seeing the Palestin­
ians as fellow victims of white oppres­
sion. Some blacks condemn Israel as an 
ally, covert or overt, of the hated re­
gime of South Africa . These anti-Isra el 
statements arouse deep distress and 
anger among American Jews. Some of 
us stereotype all blacks as a nti-Israel 
and pro-Arab. The reality is that some 
black leaders are stalwart supporters of 
Israel , many blacks still have a positive 
image of Israel, and-at bottom-Israel 
is really no more important to the vi tal 
concerns of the overwhelming number 
of ordinary American blacks than Ni­
geria is to most American Jews. We 
Jews are understandably preoccupied 
with Isra el. Blacks are preoccupied 
with th emselves, w ith an economi c 
d isaster in whi ch 40 per cent of their 
yo uth in some American cities are out 
of work , out of school, and out of hope! 
The patience to unders tand where the 
other person is coming from has worn 
thin in America, and black-Jew ish rela­
tions are casualti es of an attitude of 
"Me First," tinged with paranoia a bout 
the intentions of other groups. 

grounds for hope 
So, are black-Jewish relations beyond 
salvaging? There are some small 
grounds for hope. Blacks and Jews, de­
spite everything, seem to share a com­
mon vision of a just, generous, an d 
open society. Despite our drastic eco­
nomic differences , we vo te more alike 
than any other rac ial or religious 
groups. We both recoil aga inst any 
smell of bigotry; we both wish to see 
government help to solve soc ial ineq­
uity; w e both support compassionate 



Mitzvah Corps volunteers with neighborhood kids in New Brunswick, N.J. (Photos by Aron Hirt-Manheimer) 

social welfare programs; w e both wish 
to see America play a co nst ruct ive and 
positive role in foreign aid and the 
building of structures of world peace. 
This continuing commonality should be 
at least one basis for improved bla ck­
Jewish relations. 

Yet any improvement of relations will 
require changed perceptions of each 
other by both groups. This genera tion 
of blacks-espec ially young people-has 
little awareness of past Jew ish contri­
butions to human equal it y. And even 
th ose who are aware wa nt to know: 
"what have yo u don e for me lately?" 

This attitude infuriates Jews who want 
to feel so me apprec ia ti on for substa n­
tial sacrifices-often in blood -which 
they. beyond all other white groups, 
poured out for black rights. 

we both need allies 
And blacks, while nourishing their 
pride and self-worth and black power, 
must recognize that they cannot change 
America without allies, just as we Jews 
have to know we cannot protect Isra el 
or help Soviet Jews without allies in 
American life. We have grown edgy 
and testy with each other . Bleak si-

lences stretch between us. New bridges 
must be erected. The demagogues in 
both groups murmur, why bother? And 
the enemies of freedom are elated as 
Jews and blacks square off against each 
other instead of their true common 
foes-poverty, ignorance, bigotry, dis­
ease, regressive socia l policies, jobless­
ness, demea ning welfare systems, inhu­
man priorities in our national life 
which place infinite premium on mis­
siles and nukes and less anu less on the 
va lue of human life. Wh ether we like it 
or not, blacks and Jews are bound to­
gether in a common destiny. It is time 
to join hands once aga in . ■ 



what's wrong with jewish 
liberals 

It has been said that this is the low 
point in black-Jewish relations. Do you 
agree? 

I think that what has happened is very 
refreshing and was historically inevita­
ble. Blacks and Jews have had to rene­
gotiate their relationship. Liberal Jews 
were awfully paternalistic towards 
blacks in the 50s and 60s. Essentially, 
what I think the black community is 
telling and has told the Jewish commu­
nity is that we will work together in co­
alitions, we will support one another, 
but we will do it based on our needs 
and not on needs that you proj ect to us. 

I think nothing demonstrates this pa­
ternalistic relationship more clearly 
than the litigation that was started in 
1969 by the director of the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund and its attorney, 
both of whom are Jews. They filed a 
class action suit in which they sued 
HEW, arguing that ten states were run­
ning dual systems in higher educa tion, 
one for whites and a second for blacks. 
As a result, black colleges are being 
eliminated in the name of helping black 
people graduate from college. 

Now this is the kind of thing that 
cuts us, this is the kind of thing that ir­
ritates us to the bone, meddling whites 
who frequently are liberal Jews. Just 
imagine what would happen if Yeshiva 
University faced being closed unless by 
1981 it got at least forty per cent black 
and gen tile enrollment-that it could 
not be in existence for Jewry and Jew­
ish culture! 

Do you think any malice towards 
blacks is intended? 

I think that these liberal Jews are well 
meaning but don't know their place. 
Anybody who is going to proceed on 
the basis of paternalism is not going to 

Tony Brown produces and hosts the 
nationally syndicated television pro­
gram-" Tony Brown 's Journal. " 

The outspoken former dean of How­
ard University 's School of Communica­
tions and former city editor of the De­
troit Courier currently writes a 
nationally syndicated newspaper col­
umn. Mr. Brown is interviewed by KP 
editor Aron Hirt-Manheimer. Photos are 
by Steven Schnur. 

have a place in any meaningful rela­
tionship with blacks. 

Jewish leaders need to find some new 
black establishment friends beca use the 
old ones are giving them some very 
poor advice that is based on a social 
policy popular and accepted at the time 
of the 1954 Brown decision. That social 
policy is no longer accepted by bla cks . 
In poll after poll , blacks are over­
whelmingly re jecting desegregation. 
Blacks are not interested in go ing to 
school with white people. Black parents 
want their children to get a good edu­
cation, and if it 's with green children, 
they don 't care. 

Do you feel that there is a lot of anti­
Semitism among blacks? 

I think there is a lot of anti-Semitism in 
the black co mmunity, among poor 
blacks who have been exploited eco­
nomically by Jews and among members 
of the black establishment who are 
frustrated with friends who really 
never knew how to help. Although it 
should be sa id that not all Jews are pa­
ternalistic. 
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AN INTRODUCTION 

This issue of Keeping Posted explores relationships be­
tween blacks and Jews from several perspectives: 

1. What is Judaism's stance on participation in social 
issues such as civil rights, including school desegregation, 
educational opportunity, employment patterns? 

2. What was the early relationship between Jews and 
blacks in the civil rights movement, and why? 

3. What led to a change in that relationship? 
4. How did Jews respond to the change? How did 

blacks? 
5. What is the current relationship between the two 

groups? 
6. Why is it important to define the relationship and to 

be concerned with it today? 
7. What can you do to help restore the previous relation­

ship? How can you participate in the civil rights struggle 
which is still going on? 

The articles include historical analyses, opinion poll data, 
and vignettes of personal self-discovery as well as ex­
periences in the field: 'In going through the material, keep 
in mind that your students were not yet born at the time of 
the great coalition and, since that was twenty-five and 
thirty years ago, many of you were infants then. Historical 
perspective is important, not just for the sake of history, 

In commemoration of the International t 
Year of the Child our next issue focuses 

on the Jewish child during the Holocaust. 
It includes diaries, memoirs, art , and 

literature by and about the children. 

but in order to understand why black-Jewish relationships 
are what they are today. 

This guide follows a four-session lesson plan. If you can 
devote more time to the topic, it will be easy for you to add 
enrichment material, stage more debates, receive more 
mini-reports from students. Whether in four sessions or 
more-or fewer-call on community resources such as 
local community relations councils, ADL or American 
Jewish Congress chapters, other communal leaders, your 
own rabbi. You will find many nearby who were and are 
participants in the very issues you will discuss. Invite 
spokespersons for the black community to provide first­
hand attitudes. Invite leaders from the Christian commu­
nity for their perspectives on racial tension and coopera­
tion. Find out which specific issues are uppermost on the 
agenda of your community in the realm of black civil 
rights and invite those who are active to share their in­
sights. If speakers cannot come to your class, arrange for 
students to interview leaders at their convenience and bring 
reports back to the class. Let the class decide, after careful 
study, what kinds of questions should be put to the guests 
either in the class or in an interview outside class hours. 
Finally, consider what you can do personally to aid in the 
continuing struggle for civil rights. 

In February, 1955, the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations at its biennial adopted this resolutiQn: 

The teaching material in the Keeping 
Posted Leader's Edition is prepared by 
Alan D. Bennett , Executive Vice President , 
Cleveland Bureau of Jewish Education, 
Cleveland , Ohio. 
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Having consistently opposed every form of 
discrimination because of our fundamental 
belief in the equality of all men under God, 
we rejoice in the unanimous decision of the 
US Supreme Court in the school segrega­
tion cases .... 

As proponents of Judaism, which first 
enunciated the concept of the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man, we 
pledge ourselves to do all within our power 
to make this decision of the highest court in 
the land meaningful in our respective com­
munities. 

We therefore urge our congregants and 
congregations in all sections of the country 
to Jorn with forward-looking racial, 
religious, and civic groups to secure accep­
tance and implementation of the desegrega­
tion decisions in every community in our 
land . 

led to the landmark 1954 Court deci­
sion; twenty-Jive years later, almost 
every northern city is still running de 
facto segregated schools while local 
courts hear arguments about whether 
busing or not busing is the solution. 
The solid sentiment of the biennial 
resolution seems a bit naive-a bit out 
of joint-alongside the new realities of 
complex social, economic, and 
political forces. Yet, what motivated 
that resolution is still valid. The words 
still express an unchanging Jewish 
essence, expressed in various ways: 

1. Have we not one father; has not 
One God created us?-Micah 2:10. 

2. Justice, justice you shall pur­
sue-Deut. 16:20. 

3. Hate evil and love good and 
It's a bittersweet memory for those establish justice in the gates of the 
who participated in the struggle that land-Amos 5:15. 

4. Do justice and love mercy and 
walk humbly with your God-Micah 
6:8. 

5. Seek justice, relieve the op-
pressed-Isaiah 1:17. 

6. Are you not, to Me, as the 
children of the Ethiopians, 0 children 
of lsrael?-Amos 9:7. 

7. You shall not stand idly by the 
blood of your fellow-Levit. 19:16. 
(There are variant readings of this 
verse and several interpretations. 
Generally, however, it has been taken 
to mean that silence in the presence of 
injustice or suffering is sinful.) 

8. You shall be holy because I, the 
Lord your God, am holy-Levit. 19:1. 
(The Jewish idea of holiness is neither 
esoteric nor related to some other ex­
istence. It demands participation in the 
affairs of this world in order to perject 

-----------------=========================coNTINUED ON PAGE 16 

In preparing this issue, which explores the deep chasm that 
has developed between blacks and Jews, we anticipated 
that a Juli-blown confrontation would ensue if immediate 
preventative steps were not taken. We did not expect a 
crisis to erupt before we could go on press. 

If there is one lesson that can be drawn from the con­
tents of this KP, it is that the A ndrew Young affair is not 
an abberation but the outcome of a festering problem that 
was swept under the carpet. 

The following statements made in the wake of the 
Young resignation may be useful in your group discus­
sions. Meeting in New York, the nation 's top black leaders 
issued a statement on airing their grievances against Jews. 
The two major points were: (]) In the past Jews supported 
black causes because "it was in their best interest to do so" 
and (2) "Jews must show more sensitivity and be prepared 
for more consultation before taking positions contrary to 
the best interests of the black community. "[They referred 
in particular to the opposition of some Jewish organiza­
tions to affirmative action programs and to Israel 's 
economic ties to South Africa.] 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, responded with the 

1~m~11Y), ~mr1 
following statement which reflects the distress and anger 
felt in the Jewish community: 

"We are deeply disappointed and distressed by the con­
tent and the tone of the statement made yesterday by black 
leaders. The participants in that conference have escalated 
the Andrew Young affair into a needless and hurtful con­
frontation between blacks and Jews. The public litany of 
grievances against Jews and Israel may be good therapy 
and good press; it is a deplorable and counterproductive 
method of communication and dialogue. 

"Black leaders have allowed themselves to be distracted 
from the stark reality that the Administration which let 
Andrew Young go has also failed blacks and Jews and all 
who believe in economic justice and compassion for the 
poor. Instead , the black and Jewish communities have 
been entrapped into squaring off against each other-a 
result that can only delight our common· enemies. It is time 
to stop the rhetoric and to resume talking." 

Whether this sobering confrontation will lead to 
renewed cooperation or to a hardening of hearts between 
black and Jewish leaders remains to be seen. Much will de­
pend on what steps we take to bridge this needless gap. 

~~;;..• 



Distribute on a mimeographed sheet the eight biblical 
quotations in the Introduction, above. Compile a list of 
contemporary issues for which each of the verses might be 
appropriate. How many on the list relate to civil rights 
issues? If very few, what does that reveal about knowledge 
of key social issues? Which of the civil rights topics listed 
relate to blacks in American society? Have students repeat 
the exercise with their parents. Compare student with 
parent replies at the next class meeting. Account for the 
differences. 

Turn to the Vorspan article, having previously assigned 
it for home reading. Consider these issues; 

1. In what sense were the moral issues clear in the early 
sixties? Note the joint letter from the rabbis and Mr. 
Vorspan, arrested in St. Augustine in June, 1964: 
We came because we could not 
stand silently by our brother's 
blood . ... We have been vocal in 
our exhortation of others but the 
idleness of our hands too often 
revealed an inner silence; silence 
at a time when silence has 
become the unpardonable sin of 
our time. We came in the hope 
that the God of us all would ac-
cept our small involvement as 
partial atonement for the many 
things we wish we had done before and often. 

We came as Jews who remember the millions of faceless people 
who stood quietly, watching the smoke rise from Hitler's 
crematoria. We came because we know that, second only to 
silence, the greatest danger to man is loss of faith in man's capaci­
ty to act . ... 

We believe .. . that our presence and actions here have been of 
practical effect. They have reminded the embattled Negroes here 
that they are not isolated and alone. The conscience of the wicked 
has been troubled, while that of the righteous has gained new 
strength .. .. We pray that what we have done may lead us on to 
further actions and persuade others who still stand hesitantly to 
take the stand they know is just. ... 

We do not underestimate what yet remains to be done, in the 
north as well as in the south. In the battle against racism, we have 
participated here in only a skirmish. But the total effect of all 
such demonstrations has created a revolution . ... 

Identify motives, in addition to "the battle against 
racism," that prompted these Jews to be involved . Do you 
feel strongly enough about any issue today to become per­
sonally involved to the same degree? Why? Why not? 

2. If "there was no question" where Judaism stood on 
civil rights, what went wrong, and when? Why did the 
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coalition begin to fall apart? A search through the files is 
instructive and, although mine are by no means complete, 
the following chronological sampling of journal articles 
may help to recapture the flavor of what became a falling­
out between Jews and blacks. 

a. Spring, 1963, American Judaism . "Jewish-Negro 
Relations: An Evaluation." Roy Wilkins rehearses the role 
of Jews from 1909, notes, "All this is not to say that Jews 
have been unanimous in aiding the Negro's cause. If they 
had been , they would be, indeed, superhuman. They have 
been human." Similarly, he notes, "In their great hurt 
and in their blinding frustrations , Negroes-humanly­
are receptive to scapegoatism. They listen to and repeat the 
pat phrases of the anti-Semites among them and among 
some non-Jews with whom they come in contact." He con-

cludes that ''These two great 
minorities of similiar ex­
periences with proscriptions 
and oppressions cannot do 
other than come closer 
together in their common 
campaign for humanity." In 
short, a reasoned effort to 
explain away the first glim­
merings of friction. 

b . December, 1964, Commentary. "Negroes and 
Jews: The New Challenge to Pluralism." Nathan Glazer 
deals with the marketplace dimensions of the new confron­
tation: 

... The Negroes press these new demands because they see that 
the abstract color-blind policies do not lead rapidly enough to the 
entry of large numbers of Negroes into good jobs, good 
neighborhoods, good schools. It is, in other words, a group in­
terest they wish to further. Paradoxically, however, the ultimate 
basis of the resistance to their demands . .. is that they pose a 
threat to the ability of other groups to maintain their com­
munities. 

... The Negro anger is based on the fact that the system of for­
mal equality produces so little for them. The Jewish discomfort is 
based on the fact that Jews discover they can no longer support 
the newest Negro demands, which may be designed from the 
Negro point of view to produce equality for all, but which are also 
designed to break down the pattern of the communities. 

c. December 10, 1965, Reconstructionist . Harold M. 
Schulweis, searching the cause of Negro anti-Semitism, 
highlights the point of economic contact between Jews and 
blacks, quotes Louis Lomax that growing black anti-
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Semitism is "due more to the presence 
of Jews as 'merchants and bill­
collectors in the bedevilled Negro ghet­
to."' Schulweis asserts that it's a 
Jewish problem because all Jews are 
responsible for the actions of fellow 
Jews. 

d. May 23, 1966, Congress bi­
weekly. Charles E. Silberman, Arthur 
J. Lelyveld, and Bayard Rustin par­
ticipate in a symposium, "Negro and 
Jewish Relationships." Schulweis 
asserts that, while there is black anti­
Semitism, it is not relevant to Jewish 
responsibility which stems from Jews 
and not from Negroes; Jews are com­
mitted by their faith to work for racial 
justice, an extension of the principle 
embodied in Exodus 23:4-5 in which 
we are commanded to be concerned 
even for the animals which belong to 
an enemy. Lelyveld expresses dismay 
over the Jewish backlash to black anti­
semitism, calls for a rejection of the 
new isolationism appearing in Jewish 
life as the result of understandable 
black behaviors. Rustin defines Jewish 
responsibility outside of the question 
of whether Negroes are good or bad, 
describes the Negro's ambivalent feel­
ings-love and hate-to the Jew who 
has made it, thereby showing the way, 
but in making it reminds the Negro of 
all there still is to do. He closes with a 
call to put aside academic discussions 
of whether Negroes hate Jews and 
come up instead with viable proposals 
for economic programs to help all 
minorities make it in America. 

e. Summer, 1966, American 
Judaism. This abridged transcript of a 
WABC-TV panel discussion explores 
the dimensions of the new Negro anti­
semitism. Urban Leaguer Alexander 
Allen avers that it's not anti-Semitism 
but anti-whitism in which the Jewish 
landlord and shopkeeper just happens 
to be most visible and therefore most 

vulnerable. UAHC President Maurice 
Eisendrath insists that there is a special 
anti-Semitic dimension which may be 
Christian at its roots. CORE Director 
Floyd McKissick emphasizes an 
economic base and suggests that if the 
store owners and landlords in Watts 
were Negro they, too, would have felt 
the wrath of the Negro rioters. 

Rubenstein explains why he withdrew 
from the Negro struggle-on political 
grounds: SNCC (Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee) had gone 
Maoist, Arabs had embraced the 
Negro struggle as part of a worldwide 
struggle against America and the Jews. 
He concludes that "Negroes are faced 
with the choice of working slowly and 

II 

black 
he advised that white 
people should work 
toward Negro equality . 

people and 
separately 

If 

f. Fall, 1976, Conservative 
Judaism. Judd L. Teller, in "Negroes 
and Jews: A Hard Look," suggests 
that Negroes overrate Jewish political 
power. The Negro revolution is a mili­
tant ethnicism; Jews must seek ways to 
achieve an accommodation with black 
power in order to avoid colliding with 
it, such as reducing the Jewish com­
mercial presence in the Negro ghetto 
and being less intrusive in Jewish sup­
port of the Negro struggle. He con­
cludes, "Our attitudes must be dictated 
by a combination of self-interest and 
the ethical imperative .... Malcolm X 
may have reflected ... a universal 
Negro attitude when he advised that 
white people and black people should 
work separately toward Negro 
equality." 

g. April, 1967, New York Times 
Magazine. The titles of the twin articles 
summarize the polarizing attitudes in 
the Jewish and black communities: 
James Baldwin wriJes, "Negroes Are 
Anti-Semitic Because They're Anti­
White," while Robert Gordis writes, 
"Negroes Are Anti-Semitic Because 
They Want a Scapegoat." 

h. November 17, 1967, 

with much frustration for the eventual 
improvement of their community or of 
choosing the path of nihilistic revolu­
tion offered by SNCC and the black 
caucus." 

i. December 14, 1967. lrving J. 
Fain, chairman, UAHC Commission 
on Social Action, writes in an open let­
ter to the Reform movement: "Despite 
the urban disorders, despite black na­
tionalism, let us remain true to our 
religious responsibilities; let us not be 
part of the 'white backlash' .. . as Jews 
we must try to understand and put in 
its proper perspective evidences of anti­
Se mi tis m among some black 
Americans." He suggests some causes 
of the phenomenon: it's part of 
American life and includes black 
Americans; blacks are susceptible to 
Christian teaching about Jews; blacks 
are influenced by the anti-Israel line of 
the Black Muslims; blacks use Jews as 
scapegoats; blacks expect more of Jews 
than of other Americans and strike out 
when they find not all Jews are their 
friends . " . .. Anti-Semitism has 
become racially integrated in 
America .... '' 

Reconstructionist . In "Jews, Negroes, j . January, 1969, Commentary . In 
and the New Politics," Richard L. "The Black Revolution and the Jewish 
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Question," Earl Raab notes that one 
can no longer find in the Jewish com­
munity "a prevailing public stance 
with respect to such current issues as 
police review board, neighborhood­
controlled schools, black student 
unions." The black revolution has 
created a new understanding of 
pluralistic politics and has caused Jews 
to turn inwards and may cause the 
Jewish community to act more 
politically to protect its own interests in 
the new ethnic competition for power. 

k. January 31, 1969, Time 
Magazine. The cover story, "The 
Black and the Jew: A Falling Out of 
Allies," documents the most recent 
evidences of black anti-Semitism and 
black-Jewish confrontation, analyzes 
causes, and speculates on future cir­
cumstance. It quotes many leaders, 
some of whom offer contradictory 
theories, as might be expected, ranging 
from "it's a boil on the Negro move­
ment" and will soon subside to it's an 
inevitable outcome of clash of interests 
and will be a permanent feature of the 
black struggle . The economics dimen­
sion is explored, along with the tradi-

their neighborhoods and businesses. 

I. February, 1976, Midstream. 
Carl Gershman argues, in "Blacks and 
Jews," that there are increasing signs 
of revived good will at the organiza­
tional levels and even in Congress 
where the black caucus condemned at­
tempts to suspend Israel from the UN. 
A renewed alliance is important for 
both groups if they wish to protect 
their separate and common self­
interests. "In a world where 
democracy is not doing very well, Jews 
will need all the friends they can 
possibly get." 

The foregoing review of what hap­
pened between blacks and Jews on the 
way to black equality suggests a 
number of discussion questions. They 
can be considered by the entire class, or 
small groups can address one or several 
questions in workshop sessions and 
report their conclusions to the class. 

a. ls it proper to expect gratitude 
from those we want to help? Why? 
Why not? ls it proper, similarly, to ex­
pect that they will overlook our short­
comings in some sort of a quid pro quo 
understanding? Explain your posi-

JI anti-Semitism has become racially 
integrated in America . . . " 

tional Christian roots of anti­
Semitism, and the new element of 
Black Muslim influence. One black 
leader suggests that the situation is be­
ing overstated by Jewish leaders so as 
to "establish a rebirth of Jewish 
awareness, identity , and unity." 
Others deal with the psychological con­
dition of the Negro striving to be where 
the Jew is and describe the vulnerabili­
ty of the Jews because of more open 
acceptance of Negro intrusions into 

tions. 

b. If someone you are trying tc 
help decides that your help is no longet 
needed, what are your possible reac­
tions? Is the one you're helping 
justified in saying "thanks, but no 
thanks''? List situations, outside of the 
black struggle question, where such a 
thing might happen . 

c. If some Jews do wrong things 
such as overcharging in ghetto stores 01 

neglecting ghetto properties, are you to 
blame, also? What, if anything, should 
be the Jewish community reaction to 
this continuing condition? 

d. Suppose you are able to under­
stand all the reasons offered to explain 
black anti-Semitism. Does that mean 
that you should just take it? If so, 
why? If not, what's an appropriate 
response in this instance? What are 
other possible responses? 

e. Many writers relate black anti­
Semitism to the general problem of 
anti-Semitism in America and in the 
world. What do you know about anti­
Semitism? Have you ever experienced 
it personally? Or has anyone you 
know? What causes anti-Semitism? ls 
it something that Jews can control? Is 
it something "out there" beyond 
anything that Jews can do about it? 

f. Would the black struggle be 
helped or hindered if Jews left their 
ghetto shops? Would Jews be helped or 
harmed? 

g. Jews and others who own stores 
in black ghettos say they must charge 
higher prices for items which sell for 
less in the suburbs because of higher in­
surance costs, need for expensive 
security services, greater loss through 
stealing, etc. Similarly, slum landlords 
claim they have to charge more for in­
ferior living conditions to meet higher 
insurance costs, losses through van­
dalism and arson, and greater security 
costs. How would you propose to 
break this vicious circle and resolve the 
dilemma? 

h. Some writers suggest that the 
Jews "get it" because they're more 
visible than other whites: They march 
in parades with blacks, allow blacks 
more readily to move into otherwise 
white neighborhoods, own ghetto 
stores and properties . Would it be bet-
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ter for Jews if they just got out and 
stopped being so visible and, therefore, 
vulnerable? Why? Why not? 

i. To what extent sho uld 
American Jews be guided in their 
response to blacks by black positions 
on Israel? Why? 

j. When Jewish self-interests con­
flict with what Jews think they should 
be doing (for all the reasons noted) for 
blacks, which goal should prevail? 
Why? How do you know which course 
to choose when faced with a moral 
dilemma? 

k. Some writers suggest that both 
Jewish and black interests will be 
served by renewal of the coalition and 
that, in any event, Jews need allies in 
their struggle for full acceptance. What 
do you think of these reasons for en­
couraging Jews to continue their par­
ticipation in the civil rights movement? 

2. Organize a court session on the 
Bakke case. Include in the arguments 
traditional Jewish fears of quotas, 
e.g.,as devices to keep Jewish students 
out of medical schools, etc. Consider 
also the argument that admitting 
students of lesser qualification lowers 
academic standards and seriously 
threatens the vitality of colleges and 
universities . Isn't it the job of colleges 
to produce the best-trained and most 
competent professionals possible? 
Therefore, why tamper with the 
system; why place on the schools the 
burden of solving a widespread social 
problem? On the other hand, how can 
students, deprived of solid elementary 
and high school education in de facto 
segregated and inferior schools, hope 
to compete for a share of the American 
dream whose doorway is the college? 
How can society make up, in our day, 
for three centuries of evident 
discrimination? Can you propose some 
system other than what's come to be 
called affirmative action? Invite an at-

torney to serve as judge, while the class 
sits as jury in hearing the pro and con 
arguments by students. 

3. How do you account for Jewish 
behaviors, e.g., "shvartze," slumlord­
ing, flights from neighborhoods when 
blacks move in? Are these self-interest 
responses? Think of racist remarks or 
behaviors you have perceived at school 
or in your homes. What prompts 
them? What can you do about them? 

4. Do your family and friends see 
blacks as competitors? In what ways? 

Note the results of the new Harris poll 
partly summarized in Newsweek, 
February 26, 1979. (The findings about 
Jews and blacks are summarized in an 
article in this Keeping Posted and will 
be taken up later .) 

Do you feel blacks in this country have tried 
to move too fast, too slow, or at about the 
right pace? (Asked of whites only.) Too 
fast: 370Jo; Too slow: 150Jo; About right: 
420Jo; Not sure: 60Jo. (Compare with 1966: 
710Jo, 40Jo , 140Jo, 12 0Jo respectively.) 

Ask the question of your family and 
friends. Compare your survey results 
with the national figures. Explain any 
wide differences you may find. 
Develop your own poll on things you 
think are important to a full 
understanding of black-Jewish rela­
tionships. For example, Harris asked 
these questions as well: "All in all, do 
you feel that anti-black feeling is on the 
rise in this country today, is 
diminishing, or is about the same as it 
has been?" Tell me whether you per­
sonally tend to agree or disagree with 
each statement: blacks tend to have less 
ambition than whites; blacks want to 
live off the handout; blacks are more 
violent than whites; blacks breed 
crime; blacks have less native in­
telligence than whites; blacks care less 
for fami ly than whites; blacks are in­
ferior to white people." Harris con-

eludes that whites are far more tolerant 
of integration than they were in 1963, 
less given to racial stereotyping and 
ready to accept wide-ranging 
affirmative-action programs . Compare 
with your res~arch findings. 

5. Vorspan asserts that Jews and 
blacks have little human contact. The 
Harris poll, according to Newsweek 
(see above), concludes : 

There is much greater contact between 
blacks and whites. Nearly half of all whites 
now come in regular contact with a black 
co-worker, and 25 ·per cent have black 
employers or supervisors-an increase from 
only 6 per cent in 1970. In addition, 40 per 
cent said they had a black personal friend, 
double the number in 1970. More than 90 
per cent of the whites reported thes~ in­
creased contacts to be "pleasant and easy" 
in both on-the-job and social situations. 
(P. 48) 

Which position, Vorspan's or Harris's, 
does your experience support? Don't 
leave out school and athletics as signifi­
cant meeting grounds. If both men are 
correct, that would suggest that Jews, 
as a group, differ from whites as a 
group on this question. Do you think 
that's so? Support your answer. 

6. Not only do Jews and blacks 
share a common destiny, the political 
reality is that the two groups, working 
together, wield tremendous influence. 
The Senate recently rejected Sen. Birch 
Bayh' s constitutional amendment to 
abolish the electoral college. In com­
menting on his defeat, Sen. Bayh noted 
that the Senate vote was heavi ly in­
fluenced by pressure from the Urban 
League and the American Jewish Con­
gress, both of which testified against 
the amendment. In this case, common 
se lf-interests overrode real or 
presumed separateness. What other 
issues meet this test and might, 
therefore, be a basis for renewed 
coalition?~ 



The interview with Tony Brown and the section of the 
Harris poll on black attitudes towards Jews suggest ways 
to reinforce the ideas exploited in the first two sessions and 
raise additional items to consider. In assigning these two 
articles for home reading, ask students to think about the 
following (which may be mimeographed and distributed at 
the time the assignment is made.) You might want to ar­
range for an interview of your own with a leader in the 
local black community, using the same questions phrased 
by the KP Editor. Compare the answers you get with Tony 
Brown's replies. 

1. Both Brown and Harris conclude that blacks and 
Jews must pay attention to and renegotiate their relation­
ship . What happened to the relationship that it should re­
quire renegotiation? In whose interest is it to undertake 
such an effort? ls it worth bothering to do, or should we 
simply let things stand as they are? Why? 

2. How do you respond to Brown's accusation that Jews 
are meddling liberals who don't know their places? What 
do you think of his Yeshiva University illustration? Should 
the courts apply to private schools the same racial stan­
dards that are now being applied to public schools? Why? 
Why not? 

3. Brown contends that 
blacks are no longer in­
terested in desegregated 
schools . If this is so, why is 
city after city, all across the 
country, involved in one way 
or another with efforts to 
desegregate? Why does the 
NAACP fight for busing 
in the courts specifically to 

It is very likely that this 
session will be required to 
tackle all the unfinished 
business from the previous 
three, and to summarize. 

The statements of blacks 
who visited Israel may help to summarize at least one im­
portant point: Despite the falling-out, the rise of ingroup 
feeling and group interest, the divisions over specific social 
problems and how to solve them, there still is an element in 
the black community that understands the Jewish perspec­
tive and understands that both Jews and blacks, while 
agreeing to disagree on some matters, have more in com­
mon than that which may divide them. 

The theme is sounded also in the article, ''Students Talk 
It Out." There is ambivalenie, there are reasons for Jews 
to be angry with blacks and vice versa . Can a new coalition 
nevertheless be built on what comes out of dialogue? Is 
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achieve racially balanced schools? Ask local black leaders 
to help you resolve the dilemma, or at least to understand 
the issues. 

4. Brown believes that there is much black anti­
semitism. Find the data in the Harris poll which support 
his contention. What can be done about it? 

5. Brown mentions the love-hate ambivalence between 
blacks and Jews. Find evidence for this assertion in the 
Harris data . Do you see any evidence in your daily contacts 
with blacks? 

6. What does Brown say about group self-interest that 
reinforces previous class discussions? Do you agree with 
what he says? Why? Why not? 

7. What do you think of Brown's educational sugges­
tions? Could they work? Do you think the Jewish com­
munity could support such an idea? Explain your answers. 
A Newsweek report of part of the Harris poll says, "the 
biggest problem facing black people is jobs. A 43 per cent 
plurality of blacks listed unemployment as their most 
pressing concern." In view of this, why do you suppose 
Brown emphasizes an educational program as paramount? 

8. What do you think of 
Brown's attribution of anti­
Semitism to jealousy? ls it 
a satisfactory explanation ? 
Does it describe Jewish reality 
as you know it from your 
own experiences? Compare 
Brown's response to Jewish 
successes to what Harris says 
about those very same 
successes."'-~ 

there enough common in­
terest and mutuality to 
restore whatwas once the 
most effective political and 
social alignment in the 
history of this country? 

What can you do in your community to find out? 
Except for the single reference to Katz, no references 

have been provided for resources to this topic. The titles 
listed in "Library Shel.f' come for the most part from 
"Black-Jewish Relations in the US: A Selected, Annotated 
Bibliography of Books, Pamphlets, and Articles," 
American Jewish Committee Institute of Human Rela­
tions, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022. Single 
copy, $.75. In addition to the titles listed below, be sure to 
check general news magazines and the Jewish journals in 
your library for new developments ."'-_,, 
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God's universe.) 
It's the centrality of Jewish teaching on 
social ethics that keeps alive the ques­
tion: What shall Jews do about conti­
nuing racial injustice in various guises, 
such as persistently segregated schools, 
growing high joblessness amongst 
black youth, unequal opportunities for 
higher education and access to high­
paying jobs, civic neglect of black slum 
areas, etc.? While the question is 
always Judaically pertinent, it is Jar 
more difficult to find the answers now 
than it was a quarter-century ago. 
Three factors complicate the picture: 

I. Legitimate black interests and 
legitimate Jewish interests often clash, 
as in the matter of affirmative action 
programs in colleges and industry. 

2. Many blacks, especially following 
the 1967 Yam Kippur War, espoused 
the cause of the Arabs and Third 
World anti-Israel powers, and many 
black Muslim groups and leaders 
became American voices for anti­
Israellanti-Zionistlanti-Jewish sen­
timents. 
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The Crisis of the Negro Intellec­
tual. "Jews and Negroes in the 
Communist Party," pp . 147-170; 
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3. The resurgence of cultural 
pluralism in America saw blacks want­
ing to go it alone and ignoring or 
breaking ties that previously bound 
blacks and Jews in a powerful 
coalition. 

It may help to understand how we ar­
rived at the present need for reex­
amination and new discourse by noting 
the following from a volume contem­
porary with the turning point in 
Jewish-black interaction, 1967. Note 
Katz: 

It is now widely accepted as an incontrover­
tible fact that {I) there exists a profound 
anti-Jewish sentiment among the Negro 
masses in this country, despite the active 
participation of many idealistic young Jews 
in the Negro struggle for equal rights and 
the moral support given to the civil rights 
movement by organized Jewish groups and 
that ( 2) that Jews are reacting to this senti­
ment with an emotional backlash . Thus, 
"Mr. Goldberg" has come to be regarded 
by many Negroes as a symbol of their op­
pression .. . . 

Many Jews, on their part, react with 
special resentment to anti-Semitic sen-

timents among Negroes. They point out 
that Jews have not been historically part­
ners to the Negro enslavement ... . They 
feel particularly bitter because Jews have 
been the victims of the greatest racist crime 
in human history ... . Many Jews become 
defensive and tend to blame Negroes for 
part of their woes. After outbreaks such as 
the one in Watts, they tend to withdraw 
financial and other support they have 
previously given to the cause of Negro 
freedom and to call for self-isolation within 
the Jewish community. (Pp. vii-viii) 

Katz's statement poses an important 
question for discussion later in the 
unit: If Jews are not appreciated for 
what they do to help others or, more to 
the point, meet with hostility and rejec­
tion despite their efforts, should they 
relinquish the effort to help? Consider 
a talmudic passage: Do not be like ser­
vants who minister to their master in 
anticipation of their receiving a 
reward, but be like servants who 
minister to their master without the 
condition of receiving a reward; and let 
the fear of Heaven be upon you. 

-Avot 1:3 
~-:.•.I.,..') 
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Do you believe that the Zionism equals 
racism resolution that was passed in 
the UN has reinforced black anti­
Semilism? 

Certainly, if you equated going to the 
moon with racism and I as a black suf­
fer most from racism, I'm not going to 
like people who go to the moon. Th at's 
simply called symbolic manipulation . 

What I think is contributing most to 
anti-Jewish sentiment among blacks in 
terms of international relations is 
Israel 's military support and economic 
relationship with South Africa. That 
hurts more than anything. And, to me, 
it smacks of less than sensitivity for 
human rights. Any country that trades 
with the Union of South Africa, to me, 
is indirectly supporting the brutal sup­
pression of millions of black people. 

But you are no doubt aware that some 
of the black African states also carry 
on trade with South Africa. 

I didn't leave them out. I said any 
country. Now, we were talking abo ut 
Israel. It's used against Jews in 
America. There's no Mozambique con­
stituency in America to incur our 
anger. There are no Zambians here for 
us to get uptight about. But Jews are a 
very prominent pa rt of the American 
landscape. 

Do black leaders regard Jew!. as poten­
tial allies in the struggle against bigotr~ 
and racism? 

I think the relationship between blacks 
and Jews is the most unique black and 
white relationship in the cou ntry. It 's 
very ambiva len t, you love and hate, 
and sometimes you don't know which 
you are doing. It 's like a relationship 
with a brother in whom you are disap­
pointed. The intensit y is much greater 
than with an enemy that yo u just out­
right hate. 

Do you have any ideas about what can 
be done on both sides in order to 
bridge the gap between "brothers''? 

Well, I think one thing is very impor­
tant and tha t is that both sides have to 
understand that our gro up self-interest 
is foremost. Blac ks, for exa mple, must 
realize tha t it is not in the group inter­
est of Jews to support quotas. If blacks 
were four per cent of the population 
and were twenty to thirty per ce nt of 
the doctors , there is no way in the 
world I would settle for a four per cent 
quota. That's gro up self-interest. Now 
with us, it's different. We st ill haven 't 
clearly defined issues based on our 
group 's self-interest and haven't 
learned how to get what we want. 

What would you sa) is the overridin~ 
concern of most blacks today? 
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Most blacks have convinced themselves 
that the basic problem in the black 
community is unemployment when in 
fact it is rea ll y education. If black peo­
ple do not graduate from college, there 
will be no bla ck middle class. Our 
growth in inco me is directly related to 
our increase in educa tion . 

I would like to ask the white libera ls 
to withdraw from the emphasis on bus­
ing and shift the same amount of en­
ergy to educa ting black children. Why 
not help us set up some academies in 
black neighborhoods? Why not help us 
train teachers, black and white, who 
will work with underprivileged chil­
dren? Now tha t the competency test is 
a new ga me, let's set up centers to help 
black children learn how to take tests 
and how to pass them. I mean funda­
mental things. Nothing high falutin '. No 
trophies, no dinners. You know, just 
basic, practica l things. 

Why aren t blacks or organizations 
doing a bPtter job of getting what the~ 
want from the government? 

Unlike Jews, our history ha s been inter­
rupted. Most of us can only trace our 
roots back to our grandparents . Jewish 
culture has not been interrupted and 
you cannot underplay the emph asis of 
knowing who yo u are and where you 
are from. If yo u watched "Roots ," you 
saw the difference between Kunta 
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Kinte who knew where he had been 
and the blacks who were born in 
America. All they knew from birth was 
that white people were in charge and 
always had been. Kunta Kinte knew 
what hi s people had done and that's a 
very importan t thing in terms of th e 
progress of a gro up. 

Has this cultural amnesia resulted in a 
self-image problem for American 
blacks? 

We haven't had th e luxury of be ing 
concerned with imagery in the way 
that Jews have. The image of Jews is 
one of people who are the best lawyers, 
the best doctors, the bes t businessmen, 
the best enterta iners, the best manage­
ment people, you name it. And tha t's a 
stereotype. All Je.vs are not good at 
everything, but the Jewish community 
has been successfu l in projecting a pos-

itive image of itself which is why yo u 
still outperform other groups. The ste­
reotype that you have is uplifting. The 
stereotype that blac ks have is down­
grading. 

In the Jewish community, one is cul­
turally tra ined to ea rn a living with his 
or her brain. In the black co mmunity, 
one is implicitly or explicitly trained to 
ea rn a li ving with e ith er his or her feet 

dancing, his or her voice singing, or 
kicking footballs , or stuffing basket­
balls , and the like. In America there are 
a total of 3,000 professional athletes in 
all individual and club sports. Only 300 
players are black, yet you have 30 mil­
lion black people training for 300 spots 
because the culture is emphasizing that. 

Nobody can get away from the fact 
that anti-Semitism is bas ically a result 
of jea lousy of every group in this 
country toward Jews. I don 't know one 
group in this country that does not 
have a strong tinge of anti-Semitism, 
and it 's because of jealousy. Let me go 
back to the ambivalence tha t blacks 
have about Jews which is manifest best 
this way: Jews own everything and they 
run everything-that's the negative part. 
And the good part, we bla cks need to 
model our community after them so 
that we can have the same kind of 
unity they have. ■ 

•alkina •• ou• in san•a cruz 
Tha t something was happening be­
tween blacks and Jews first occurred to 
us in a Manhattan yellow ca b. Fo ur of 
us from Leviathan, the Jew ish newspa­
per of the University of California, 
Santa Cruz, were on our way to a jour­
nalism conference. W e were z ip ping 
along at 40 mph when, sudden ly, the 
ta xi in front of us came to a dead stop; 
our driver cursed a nd slammed on the 
brakes . " I betcha he 's blac k, " he sa id in 
a thi ck Jewish accent. He honked his 
horn and dro ve around slowly, check­
ing out the driver of the oth er vehicle , 
cursing under hi s brea th . "See! What 
did I tell yo u? A shvartze! A go dd am 
shvartze!" 

Fee ling very uncomfortable, we 
couldn't wa it to ge t out of the ca b. He 
drove on and pointed to a neighbor-
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hood on the left. "See this? " he asked 
us, "This used to be a nice ne ighbor­
hood, mostly Jewish. Not a ny more. 
The shvartzes came in a nd took it over. 
They destroy eve rythi ng th ey get their 
hand s on. This used to be a great city; 
now it' s just a jungle." 

something's not kosher 
between blacks and jews 
This and other conversa tions we had in 
New York convinced us that some thing 
was not completely kosher between 
blac ks and Jews. Seeing th ese un­
healthy a ttitud es toward blac ks among 
some of the Jews we spoke with, we 
made up our minds to find out more. 
We wanted to know how bl acks per­
ce ived Jews and whether it w as tru e, as 
some cl a imed, th a t rela tion s between 
the two gro up s had fa llen to a new low. 

jews own the stores 
After returning to Santa Cru z we 
brought toge ther five Jewish and four 

black students , and we asked them how 
they felt about Jews. Helen, a black 
sophomore who had grown up in vari­
ous parts of Los Angeles, including 
Watts, volunteered to start. "The Jews 
are the ones who own the grocery mar­
kets in our neighborhood," she told us, 
"they're the ones who raise the prices 
sky-high. And we go in there and buy 
the stuff. That's how I feel about Jews." 

The Jewish students , products of subur­
ban middle-class families , tried to listen 
as our black peers brought a piece of 
the ghetto with them into the halls of 
academia. The discussion went around 
the table. John, a black senior, began to 
describe his background. "I was raised 
in New York City, Harlem, where there 
were plenty of Jews. As Helen sa id , 
most of th em were merchants ." From 
New York , John moved to Marin 
County where he observed, " It 's the 
same here: Jews have money .. . and 
you look a t them as the people that are 
on top." 

We asked him if he had any questions 



for us. "Oh , sure," he answered, "How 
do yo u dea l with the fact that yo u have 
all these peo ple running around say ing 
that you were part of the people that 
crucified Jesus Christ? How do you deal 
with that stigma put on you about all 
the money and exploiting minoriti es in 
areas like Watts and Harlem? How do 
you dea l with just knowing that you're 
part of that whole lineage?" 

A few of us tried feebly to respond , but 
there were no easy answers. How did 
we come to inherit such an indictment? 
What must we do to defend ourselves? 
We w ere hurt, slightly embarrassed, 
most of all shocked. 

The discussion turned to th e question 
of assimila tion, which has beco me 
something of an obsessive concern to 
Jews. For blac ks, the issue has littl e rel­
eva nce. One of us asked a 27-year-old 
black student named Paula whether 
blacks would fear losing their cultura l 
traditions if they were to enter the eco­
nomic a nd soc ial ma instream. "Black 
people don 't have that problem of 
being sucked into the majority culture," 
she told us. Jews in America have th e 
choice of living as Jews or fa ding into 
the ma jor ity. Blacks ha ve no s uch 
choice, the ir ethnicit y is definite, v is i­
ble, and immutable. 

The Jewish studen ts expressed discom­
fort in being lumped toge ther with a 
white, Christian, "Anglo" ma jority with 
which they had littl e in co mmon hi stor-

ica ll y, cultura ll y, o r religiously. A la n, a 
sophomore, said th a t ma inta ining a 
Jewish id entity in a Chri sti an society 
was "a very tough, in man y ways, 
brave thin g to do. " He said that he 
wore a yarmulka a round ca mpus for 
one day and felt very self-conscious. 
"People are always questioning you. 
You 're an oddity .... It 's a kind of op­
press ion." Alan co ntinued, 'Tm person­
ally looking into liv ing in Isra el. " 
Lenny, a junior, a religious studies 
major, pulled out the Sta r of David 
which he wore around his neck, though 
always inside his shirt. Paula picked on 
the irony immediately: "You look like 
the majority culture , but you hide what 
sets you apart. Do you want it both 
ways?" 

Statistically, both bla cks and Jews are 
minorities. However, "minority" has 
various connotations including eco­
nomic oppression, something that most 
Jews do not face in this country. For 
this reason , many blacks refuse to ac­
cept the minority status of Jews. As 
John explained, "My mother used to 
work for Jews-domestic work-because 
that was the type of work most black 
women could get. . . . Bas ica lly, for my 
moth er, Jews are not viewed as being a 
minority because th ey have the money 
and were paying her salary. A nd th en 
we come here to this co ll ege a nd we 
hear that Jews are minoriti es." 

are jews third world 
people? 
Lenny asked w hether Jews should be 
considered a third wo rld people be­
cause of their history of oppressio n. 
John answered that Jews vvould have to 
"earn their place, not iust ask to be put 
there." Allison , a Jewis h student, said 
she resented that attit ud e a nd asked, 
"How much more do we have to take 
befo re we're co nsid ered in that posi­
tion? " She added, "Th e thin g that is 
always forgott en is th a t maybe Jews are 
making it in Ameri ca, but we 've had to 
take an awfu l lot throughout the years, 
and it's still go ing on in other places, so 
we're in no way out of the woods. " 

''I'm white," Al lison add ed, "but I don 't 
consid er myself as w hite as everyo ne 
else ... partly it 's because of a differ­
ence in religion and partly beca use I 
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know t!rnt a ll Jews aren't white." Don 
co mmented that he didn 't mind being 
ca ll ed "white," but that he hated being 
classified as "Anglo ," because Anglo 
mea ns "English ," and "my" ancestors 
were not running aro und the world 
yelling " manifest destiny." 

We rea li zed that w e couldn't arrive at a 
consensus about wheth er Jews could 
join the third world , so we began to 
discuss what messages we could bring 
back to our respective communities to 
help create an atmosphere of greater 
understanding between the two groups. 
The blacks bristled at the suggestion 
that harmful stereotypes existed in 

their co mmuniti es and that these preju­
dices stood in the way of better rela­
tions. Mohammed viewed as plain fact 
that Jews are "stingy and manipula­
tive." John had some advice for us: " I 
think the first thing you should do is 
ed uca te Jews in your communities 
a bout black people, that bla ck people 
don 't have much money and that you 're 
exploiting them , making money off 
them." 

With th a t, the di scuss ion drift ed off. It 
was a Sunday afternoon in the peaceful 
academic a nd int rospective setting of 
UCSC, far removed from the day-to­
day tensions of ghett o life. Perhaps the 
distance had a llowed us to break some 
gro und and begin th e dialogue. More 
importantly , we realized how crucial it 
is for the dialogue to continue. ■ 
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A number of prominent black figures have visited Israel in recent years. Some 
went on fact-finding missions and others to perform in concerts or in sports 
events. These contacts have promoted better black-Jewish understanding as is 
evident from the following statements. 

"My strongest impression is that Israel is very special . ... It 's a mind blower. In Israel 
I feel like a person; I don 't feel black, I don 't feel white. I can 't think of any place in 
America that feels like this. Being here as a black person, whether Christian, Bud­
dhist, Moslem, or Jew, really doesn 't matter. .. . 

" When I learned that Israel is surrounded by five Arab armies, I realized how great a 
danger the people face. They could get wiped out so easily. Just being there it 
dawned on me. I don 't like to see so many soldiers, but you have to arm yourself and 
be ready to defend your right to life." 

" It stirs my soul to know this story. ... The plight of the Jews in history is similar to 
that of black Americans who were driven into slavery. Both have proved that by 
courage and perseverance they can surmount whatever difficulties they encoun-
ter . . . . 

" This has been a most moving and direct exposure to a whole people in search of 
their roots , commemorating and finding strength in their roots . ... 

"We were Methodists and every Sunday we went to Sunday school where we heard 
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sermons and stories from the Bible. I heard more about the Sea of Galilee than the 
Mississippi River which was nearby. The two major oral historical sources of my life 
were these stories from the Bible and the stories from my family. " (Photo: Alex Haley 
and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin exchanging their books) 

Bayard Rustin, civil rights activist and founder of Black Americans o Support ls-
r1 ·, / C)· 

" Many people in the US have deep affection for Israel. Why? Because we believe as 
black people who have suffered, not so much as the Jewish people, but we have suf­
fered grievously, that we ought to assist others who have been persecuted. Because 
Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East, and we have lived long enough to 
know that true freed om is only possible where democracy exists. Because we have 
had the experience of the Jewish people of America standing with us since the time of 
Thomas Jefferson in our struggle to rid ourselves of slavery and to find freedom. And 
so we selected the Jewish experience as the history and culture on which we de­
pended for our own freedom. And for these reasons, we could not desert the Jews 
when they are under siege. I look upon my Israeli friends as brothers in the same 
struggle that I am in, to improve whatever is wrong in our countries, mutually support­
ing each other. " (Photo : Bayard Rustin with former Israeli president, Ephraim Katzir) 
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Aulcie Perry describes his two greatest triumphs-on the basketball court and in 
religious court: 

" When the team (Tel Aviv Maccabi) returned to Israel after defeating Russia [to win 
the European championship] , 175,000 people greeted us at Ben-Gurion Airport. It 
was a high point in my life. I never felt more part of anything in my life than at that 
moment .... 

" When I finally decided [to convert to Judaism] , my teammates gave me a lot of en­
couragement-but the rabbis didn 't. I understand their position. We Jews are very 
proud of our tradition and special place in the world and do not take being a Jew 
lightly. They knocked me down a thousand times before accepting me. ' ' (Photo : Bas­
ketball star Perry congratulated by Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan) 

Dr. Bernard Gifford of the Russell Sage Foundation in New York at an Israeli 
symposium on "Labor, Democracy, and the Middle East": 

"I think that blacks have a very special role-to go out of their way to make it very 
clear that the equation of Zionism with racism must be fought, not only because it is a 
threat to peace in the Middle East, a blatant attempt to undermine the legitimacy of Is­
rael, but [because it] is a/so historically inaccurate and prostitutes the 400-year his­
tory of the struggle for blacks in this country. ... 

" Israel provides Western civilization with an opportunity to redeem itself, to say that 
the Nazi experience was an aberration and not a characteristic of the weakness of lib­
eral societies. The existence of Israel is a barometer designed to measure the moral 
temperature of Western civilization . 

"So too are blacks in this country. When one wants to measure how far we 've 
come from the original and marvelous documents that framed the United States of 
America, we can do so by the treatment of blacks. If we want to measure how far we 
have to go, we can measure it by the treatment of blacks." 



VOL. XXV, NO. 1 / keeping posted; p23 

opinion poll shows widening rift 
In 1978, the National Conference of Christi ans and Jews 
commiss ioned a Harris poll on attitudes toward racial and 
rel igious minorities and women. Probably the most 
surprising , disturbing , and controversial find ings in the 
survey concern the widening rift between blacks and Jews. 

In his interpretation of the data, Harris observes: " Blacks 
hold attitudes toward Jews which are considerably less 
tolerant and sympathetic than is the case with the rest of the 
non-Jewish public .... Blacks tend to be more anti -Jewish 
than any other group." And the 53 national black leaders 
interviewed by Harris hold the most negative stereotypes of 
all. 

negative stereotypes about jews 
The following chart compares " negative stereotypes about 
Jews" of non-Jewish whites, blacks , and black leaders: 

Percentage Agreeing with Statements 
Non-

Jewish 
Whites Blacks 

1974 1978 1974 1978 

1. Wnen it comes to 
choosing between 
people and money, 
Jews wi ll choose 
money. 32 32 48 56 

2. Jews are more 
loyal to Israel than 
to America. 33 28 34 37 

3. Jews are irritating 
because they are 
too aggressive. 32 27 25 29 

4. Most of the 
slumlords are 
Jewish. 20 17 37 41 

mixed feelings about jews 

Black 
Leaders 

1978 

81 

50 

65 

67 

In examining some " positive stereotypes about Jews" (see 
following chart) , Harris explains that although many blacks 
tend to see Jews as money greedy exploiters they iron ica ll y 
" also sense that Jewish liberals have been and continue to 
be more supportive of civi l rights for minorities than others in 
the white communities." At the same time, blacks appear to 
be the least aware and least sympathetic to the suffering and 
persecutions of Jews through the centu ries (see chart). 
Harris believes that Jews have fewer supporters today, be­
cause they are perceived as successful and therefore do not 
need al lies. " The most serious impl ication of th is find ing," 
concludes Harris, " is that, in the event of overt or subtle 

forms of anti-Semitism, it is now far less likely that non-Jews 
would rally to the defense of Jews than was the case just a 
few years ago. " 

Percentage Agreeing with Statements 

1. Jews have suffered 
from persecution 
through the 
centuries. 

2. Jews have 
supported rights 
for minority groups 
more than other 
white people . 

Non-Jews 

1974 1976 

85 87 

36 36 

Whites 

1978 

76 

28 

jews no longer in vanguard 

Blacks 

1978 

61 

38 

" Jews are no longer today in the vang uard of non-black 
people pressing for integration and progress for blacks, " ob­
serves Harris. In fact, Jews are lagging behind other Protes­
tants and Catholics on integration. Of the th ree groups, the 
most resistance to integrated schoo li ng comes from Jews as 
indicated below: 

Would you like to see children in your family ... 

All White White 
Whites Protestants Catholics Jews 

1. Go to school 
with blacks 32 30 35 21 

2. Not go with 
blacks 14 16 11 21 

The resul ts show that Jews are less likely to say they want 
their children to go to school with blacks (2 1 % of Jews, 32% 
of non-Jewish whites) and more like ly to say that they don 't 
want thei r children to go to school with blacks (21 % of Jews, 
14% of non-Jewish whi tes.) 

Harris also reports that Jews would be more upset than 
non-Jewish whites if blacks were to move into their neigh­
borhood: only 25% of Jews favor " full racial integration," 
compared wi th 35% of all whi tes. 

National opinion po lls of this kind have in the past consis­
tently shown Jews to be the most liberal among wh ites in 
support of minorities. What accounts for this sudden turn­
about that defies conventional wisdom? Cri ti cs of the study 
contend that it contains methodological problems and ques­
tion the validity of the findings. Others rega rd it as a land­
mark study that must not be ignored. However, few can 
argue with Harris 's conclusion: " Certain ly, the entire area of 
black-Jewish relations is one that is still in sore need of at­
tention by organizations which are promoting greater under­
standing between the races and religions. " 





strains between Strauss and Brzezinski can't be quite as 

severe as some news reports indicate. Hunter came to 

the White House and NSC staff from the foreign affairs 

staff of Senator Edward Kennedy, a fact into which 

some people read sinister implications, specifically that 

Strauss is preparing to jump from Carter to Kennedy if 

that becomes sensible. Strauss says this is nonsense. He 

says he expects to stay with Carter all the way. 

Anyhow, and to the immediate point, Bob Hunter 

was called to Brzezinski's office in the West Wing of the 

White House just before Hunter left to join Strauss for 

the Mideast trip. Hunter was handed a sealed envelope 

and told to give it to Strauss. It contained instructions 

signed "Jimmy Carter." Strauss was and is convinced 

that the instructions were drafted by Brzezinski. 

Instead of giving him the freedom to test ideas for some 

concession to Palestinian sentiment and adjust the US 

position as the reaction dictated, he was told that he 

mus/ propose a set formula to Begin and Sadat and must 

not deviate from it. First Begin and then Sadat rejected 

the formula, for different reasons. 

Strauss was outraged by the rigidity of the 

instructions and expressed his outrage to the two 

reporters with him on the trip, Bernard Gwertzman of 

the New York Times and William Dwordziak of Time. Don 

Oberdorfer of the Washing/on Post, who was not on the 

trip, picked up pieces of the story and ;eported in terms 

more lurid than Gwertzman later used that Carter's 

Mideast policy was in even worse "disarray" than the 

Andy Young flap had indicated. Carter, then on a cruise 

down the Mississippi River, said after talking to Vance 

and Brzezinski that the press had "grossly exaggerated" 

Strauss's complaints. The complaints had if anything 

been understated. Strauss acknowledged on CBS's 

"Face the Nation" that he'd made a mistake in sounding 

off so frankly and vociferously to Gwertzman and 

Dwordziak. Gwertzman, one of the best foreign affairs 

reporters in Washington, laid out the gist of Strauss's 

gripes in a series of reports that could not be 

questioned. Before Strauss and his party got back to 

Washington, the central policy issue had been settled. A 

formula rejected by both Begin and Sadat obviously 

could not be sustained. Strauss, after meeting with 

Vance; Brzezinski, and Vice President Mondale, was 

authorized by Carter to announce that a proposed 

American resolution at the . UN, embodying the 

formula, was being abandoned. 

As a reporter and friend who'd listened to Strauss 

bemoaning the lack of discipline in the Carter White 

House, I was appalled by Gwertzman's accounts- later 

confirmed by Strauss-of his resistance to the sort of 

discipline that the conduct of foreign policy generally 

requires. Carter's penchant for creating independent 

satrapies within the foreign policy establishment is one 

of his worst faults and may yet cost him his secretary of 

state. I must say, however, that a rationale that I heard 

at the White House-not from Strauss-for Carter's 

grant of autonomy to Strauss in this limited Mideast 

area makes a certain sense. It follows . 

5Pplrmhrr 15, 1979 

By necessity, but unfortunately, Carter during the 

Camp David sessions with Sadat and Begin and later on 

his Mideast trip got himself far more enmeshed in the 

detail of negotiation than any President should. Why 

should Begin, Sadat, the Saudis, anybody, fool around 

with Vance and Brzezinski and subordinates when they 

could go to the President? Hence Strauss, who was 

known to have Carter's total confidence and to have, in 

addition, a clout with Democratic congressmen and 

politicians that Carter didn't have. Hence, too, 

Strauss's otherwise puzzling and uncharacteristic 

bawling from the start of his Mideast assignment that 

he and not Vance and not Brzezinski was in charge of 

both policy and practice in this particular sector of the 

Mideast problem. It all was part of the Carter-Strauss 

game plan. Until, that is, Strauss got those instructions 

from Brzezinski's office . They violated, they denied, his 

understanding of what he was supposed to):,e doing and 

of how he was supposed to do it. Since then Strauss has 

had peace-pipe sessions with Vance (August 29) and a 

friendly go-round with Carter (September 4). At this 

writing he is off again to the Middle East. How he 

stands with Brzezinski is unknown to this reporter, but 

I have a bracing hunch that it no longer matters much. 

John Os borne 

It wasn't lying, it was telling the truth. 

Andy Young's Undoing 
Despite all the official denials, US intelligence officials 

did know about Andrew Young's "secret" meeting with 

a PLO representative at the United Nations shortly 

after it took place and not some two weeks later as the 

official line claims. The National Security Agency 

learned about the meeting from its regular telephone 

and cable "intercepts" of Arab missions at the UN, all of 

whose codes have long been broken. No one in the US 

government is supposed to talk about the NSA and 

what it does, but foreign diplomats in New York and 

Washington take it for granted that all of their 

conversations and diplomatic traffic are routinely 

monitored by the NSA. In addition to PLO 

representative Zeh di La bib Terzi, there were two other 

Arab diplomats present at the July 26 meeting: Kuwaiti 

ambassador Abdullah Yacoub Bishara and Syrian 

ambassador Hammoud el-Choufi. Their reports on the 

-conversation that evening, quickly relayed to the Beirut 

headquarters of the PLO and to Damascus and Kuwait, 

were intercepted by the NSA. 

Young infuriated senior US intelligence officials 

when he told the New York Times on August 19 that an 

official, almost verbatim transcript of his meeting with 

Terzi had been available in Washington by July 30, just 

four days after the session took place. The State 
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Department had insisted that it knew nothing about 

the meeting until August 11, when Newsweek magazine 

asked about it. Young, whose resignation· was accepted 

by President Carter on August 15, had been indiscreet. 

He was not supposed to reveal such secrets. US 

intelligence officials say that widespread awareness of 

the NSA and its activities can compromise US 

intelligence gathering capabilities. 

After the New York Times published Young's 

statement that the US government knew almost 

immediately about his meeting with Terzi, Under 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher spent 

most of Sunday, August 19 getting Young to agree to a 

"denial." Christopher urged Young to admit that no 

transcript of the meeting circulated in Washington . But 

Young stubbornly refused, agreeing only that he would 

no longer comment on the substance of the report . In 

the end, the best the State Depa r tment could say was 

that Young "would not cont radict" the official 

statement . The statement said : "After a careful check 

of the records of the State Department and of the 

United _States Mission to the United Nations, we have 

determined that prior to August 11 there was no 

account available in the State Department of 

Ambassador Young's meeting with Mr. Terzi on July 

26. There was information available on July 30 that on 

July 26 a suggestion was made that Ambassador Young 

meet with Mr. Terzi but not that a meeting had bee n. 

ag reed upon." That may sound like a flat denial, but it 

was not. One insider famili ar with the drafting of 

official "non-denials" sa id that the statement had 

enough holes "to drive a truck through." Young neither 

confirmed nor denied the sta tem ent; he simply kept 

quiet, as he had agreed. 

Y oung's problems w ith th e State Depar tm ent bega n 

long before his meeting with T erzi . Staid US di ploma ts 

regarded Young as a "loose cannon," no t always wil li ng 

to play by their rules. According to relia ble depar tme nt 

sources, this was ce rtainly th e case foll owing the initi al 

leak of his mee ting with Terzi. You ng told Assis tant 

Secreta ry of State fo r In te rna tional O rgan iza tions, 

Willi am Maynes, the tru th about th e exact natu re of 

th e mee ting when firs t questioned about it on August 

11. Bu t th e State Department decided to cover up, to 

inform the public that Young had said h is mee tin g with 

T erzi was accidenta l, on ly a "social" encounte r simi lar 

to many ot her previous contac ts with th e PLO in the 

corridors of the UN. Even President Carter shook 

hands with a PLO officia l during the 1977 Genera l 

Assembly. That was the preceden t necessa ry to justify 

subsequent "socia l encounters."The State Depart men t 

said that these meetings could not be viewed as 

" recognition" of or "negotiation" with the PLO, both o f 

which are prohibited by US policy. 

The entire mall er proba bly would have blown over if 

Young-having told his bosses t he trut h-had gone 

along with the Stale Departmen t's lie. Instead, fo r 

whatever reason, Young confided to the Israe li 
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ambassador at the UN, Yehuda Blum, that the "official" 

version was not true, that he had indeed discussed 

substantive issues with Terzi. Young probably 

suspected that the Israelis knew the truth anyhow. 

Once Young officially informed Blum of the truth, 

Blum was forced to report it to his government . Israel 

was left with no choice but to lodge an official protest 

·against a violation of earlier US commitments to Israel 

not to deal with the PLO. If Young had kept his mouth 

shut, an Israeli source told me, the Israelis would have 

remained silent. The controversy probably would have 

remained minor. But once Young told the truth and the 

Israelis filed their protest, an embarrassed State 

Department had to issue another "corrected" 

explanation, admitting that Young had had substantive 

talks with Terzi. This led to Young's resignation, on the 

false premise that he had lied when originally asked 

about the meeting. • 

This explanation of who knew what when leaves 

open the question that has arisen in the weeks since 

August 11: Was Young himself bugged by either the 

Israelis or his own government? ABC News reported 

on August 29 that Young's Waldorf Astoria apartment 

had been bugged by US intelligence and that this is how 

American officials first learned that Young was 

planning to meet with Terzi. President Carter 

personally denied the report, saying that he had 

checked with the heads of all the various US 

intelligence agencies, but ABC said it had two sources 

and refu sed to admit error. 

What makes these charges plausible is that there has 

been w idespread suspicion and hosti lity toward Young 

in th e American intell igence com mu nity, and conce rn 

about his "reliabil ity," ever since he was appoi nted. In 

pr iva te, some intelligence offi cials even have ra ised the 

possibility that th e ambassador posed a po tenti al 

national security th rea t to th e US government. They 

were mos t unhappy abou t some of th e compa ny he is 

said to have kept, especia lly a few of his earlie r 

associates in the Southern C h r is tian Leadership 

Confere nce thought to be form er mem bers of the 

Commu nis t party . In tell igence officers eve n suspected 

"lingering associations" w ith the Russ ians, accord ing to 

relia ble US and o ther sources . Th is is in no way tc 

suggest th at You ng was a nat ional securi ty r isk; ii 

only means tha t some of t he o ld " pros" in th e U~ 

inte ll igence community wou ld h ave felt man 

comfortable with anothe r American am bassador at the 

UN. Some agents at the FBI were natu rall y suspiciou~ 

of Young, given h is ear lier involvement in th e civi 

r ights movemen t and their hosti lity to it. Young' 

series of controversial s ta temen t s fue led th e fl ames o 

suspicion in the inte ll igence com m uni ty, w here the 

were considered "an ti-American ." T ha t was especiall 

the case following the fl ap over Young's comparison c 

American "political prisoners" with those in the Sovif 

Union. 
Meanwhi le, ever since the Young-Terzi meetir 

surfaced, Israel 's intelligeme service, the Mossad, h, 
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received a lot of unfavorable attention in the American 

news media. First there was the report in the Atlanta 

Constitu/ion that Israel had bugged the Young-Terzi 

meeting . Then there was a report in Time magazine that 

Israel regularly bugs all Arab missions at the UN. 

Finally Newsweek which first learned of the meeting, 

reported that "the Israelis routinely spy on their U.S. 

allies." Newsweek hinted that an Israeli source had 

provided the first information on the Young-Terzi 

rendezvous. 

Newsweek quoted "former CIA agents" and 

"intelligence experts" as saying that the Mossad has 

"penetrations all through the U.S . government." It said: 

with the help of American Jews in and oul of government, 

Mossad looks for any softening in U.S. support, and tries lo 

gel technical intelligence the Administration is unwilling lo 

give Israel. 'Mossad can go lo any distinguished American 

Jew and ask for his help,' says a former CIA agent. The 

appeal is a simple one: when the ca ll went out and no one 

heeded it, the Holocaust resulted. 

That grave accusation, built on blind quotations, 

naturally upset Israe li officials, who strongly denied it. 

Raising the specter of Jewish dual loyalty-to the US 

and Israel- has long been a staple of the extreme right 

wing fringe, the John Birchers, the Ku Klux Klan, and 

the Liberty Lobby. But Newsweek? Are Harold Brown, 

Henry Kissinger, Robert Strauss, and dozens of other 

former and present senior US officials w ho happen to 

be Jewish really potential Israe li spies? Ridiculous. 

Several strategically placed Jews with access to 

information that could be very use ful to the Israelis 

insist that they never have been approached by Israeli 

intelligence. If, in fact, some American intelligence 

agency had been overzealous in its surveillance work at 

the UN, the spate of articles a bout Israeli" espionage" in 

the US may well be part of a deliberate campaign of 

disinformation designed to cover up official illegal acts. 

Newsweek, in that case, was an unwitting party in the 

campaign . 
Newsweek did not stop there. "Israel is not likely to use 

its information against the US, but CIA officials sti ll 

think Mossad's US operations threaten American 

security. One intelligence source says that what data 

the Soviets can't ge t in the US, 'they steal back from the 

Israelis."' That accusation outraged intelligence 

officials of both Israel and the US . "Israel's intelligence 

services are probably as secure as-if not more than­

our own," one US intelligence official told me. He said 

the Soviets are much more likely to ge t American 

information from the French and the West Germans. 

US and Israeli intelligence sources could not recall one 

incident in .which important US information in Israe li 

hands-legitimately or not-was ever compromised. 

The US-Israeli intelligence relationship is a paradox. 

On the one hand, there is extensive cooperation, with 

information exchanges flowing on both sides. CIA 

officials in Israel and Mossad agents in the US are 

"declared" to their host governments, according to an 
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agreement similar to the ones that exist between 

Washington and other NA TO allies . "Almost 

everything we need from the Americans, we get above 

board," an Israeli source said. "The same is true on the 

other side. We would have to be crazy to risk that type 

of relationship by opening covert operations against 

each other's government." : • 

At the same time, however, the relationship between 

the US and Israeli intelligence communities has gone 

through various stages. During the height of the 1975 

US "reassessment" of policy toward Israel, for example, 

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger reportedly spread 

the word to "cool it" with Israel. There were discussions 

in the intelligence community about starting 

clandestine operations against Israel. After some 

serious consideration, that idea was dropped . 

Today, according to sources on both sides, the 

. relationship is not as good as it used to be. This appears 

to be the result of serious differences on the major 

political issues involved in the search for a 

comprehensive Middle East peace settlement. There 

are mutual suspicions that the other side may be 

moving too far, beyond the agreed limits of intelligence 

operations in each other's country. Both sides have 

done some foolish things in recent years . The 

• suspicions today are manifested in several ways: when 

an Israeli diplomat turns on his radio to a rock 'n' roll 

station during a private meeting in his embassy office; 

or when a senior US official accompanying President 

Carter to Jerusalem's King David Hotel passes notes to 

a visitor, apparently afraid that his room is bugged. 

Such strange behavior must result from real fears. 

Israel's intelligence services are good, but they are 

not as great as the popular mythology would have us 

believe. There have been some notable successes, but 

also some terrible failures - the most painful being the 

misreading of Egyptian an d Syrian intentions on the 

eve of the 1973 war. "For Israel to be doing a tenth of 

what the press would have us believe," a US official saic 

las t week, "they would need the budget and manpowe, 

of the CIA and KGB combined. They just don't hav, 

those capabilities." The Israelis are partially to blam 

for their own bad publicity today because the 

sometimes glorified their inte ll igence successes, such a 

the capture of Adolph Eichmann. 

President Carter said in Atlanta on August 30 th, 

there was nothing "abnormal" about Israeli intelligenc 

in the US. "All countries have some form of intelligenc 

operations in other countries," he said." And it consis 

of collections of data, interviews with private citizen 

perusal of news media, and also some secret deviCf 

But there are boundaries of legitimacy and I think t 

Isra elis honor those boundaries, just as we do ." Ont 

next day, Carter dismissed repor ts that the Israelis h 

bugged Young's apartment in New York. "There is 

way for me to certify to that kind of thing," he said, "t 

in our key spots-like the Oval Office and the l 

ambassador's residence-there is a routine sweep 
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the surreptitious listening devices and my guess is that 

if any nation should try to bug the telephone or the 

premises of the UN ambassador; it would be detected 

quite early and there have been no detections of any 

such devices." 

....: Wolf Blitzer 

Wolf Blilzer is Washington correspondent for the 

Jerusalem Post. 

Drug traffic makes it the only country 
with a negative black market in doUars: 

Colombian Gold 
The illicit flow o(marijuana and cocaine to the United 

States from Colombia, w hich is the principal supplier to 

th e Am erican market, is now a t an all-time high and still 

ri sing . But the Congress in Washington stubbornly 

denies the Colombians serious h elp in combating this 

traffic, and the Carter admini stration seems too timid 

to insist oii minim ally adequate funds. 
Illegal drugs from Colombia fe tch around $45 billion 

annually in street sales in the US. But Congress is 

h aggling over whether a maximum of fo ur million 

dollars or ·six million dollars, either way an absurdly 

n igga rdly sum, should be give n to Colombia next year 

to h elp buy military and police equ ipment to try to hold 

back this avalanche of n a rcotics . Congress already has 

done away w ith a proposal by Represe ntative Benjamin 

S. Rose nth al, Democra t of New York, for $16 mi ll ion 

on the grounds th at it wa s too m uch . And th e Carter 

adminis tra tion, which or igina lly reques ted only a 

modest $2. 2-million program fo r Colombia, is sitting 

on its hands . 
Conside ring th a t th e US spends close to one bill ion 

dol lars ann ually on dru g enforcemen t in th is cou n t ry, 

cong ress ional reluctance to go to th e roots of the 

problem-th e massive smuggling from Colombia- is a 

s tun ni ng exa mple of pen ny-w ise, pound-fooli sh 

budget ing . 
T o be sure, th e Colom_bia n drug tra ffi c to th e US is so 

large and th e resources o f the narco tics en t reprene urs 

in both countries are so great, includi ng political clou t 

in Colombia and the ability to acqui re tin y Ca ribbea n 

is le ts fo r trans-s hipment pu rposes, that this fantas t ic 

business ca nnot be wh olly eradicated so long as th e 

demand fo r marij uana and coca ine in this coun try 

remains a t it s prese n t hi gh level. Bu t an importan t de nt 

in the t raffic cou ld be made if the Colombia n 

au tho ri ties, who on ly last year bega n a serious effort to 

cur tai l th e il legal flow, were bette r equipped to carry 

ou t th eir oper.:itions . Wha t Colombia needs are coas t 

guard vesse ls, aircraft, h e li copte rs, vehicles, 
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communications gear, and fuel. Clearly these needs 

cannot be met from the $1 .3 million provided by the US 

in fiscal 1978 and the two million dollars in fiscal 1979. 

Colombian president Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala and 

his defense minister, General Luis Carlos Camacho 

Leyva, made these complaints to me recently in Bogota. 

Camacho Leyva has assigned the second brigade of the t 

Colombian army to the anti-drug campaign in northern 

Colombia although he desperately needs troops to 

handle leftist guerrilla forces elsewhere in the nation. 

Both Turbay and Camacho Leyva were also at a loss to 

unders tand why the US, with its air and naval might, 

appears unable to prevent hundreds of smugglers' 

boats and aircraft from entering American te rritory 

with narcotics cargoes. • 
US Drug Enforcement Administration agents in 

Colombia (there are only 12 plus one pilo t in th e whole 

country) agree with Colombian complaints about 

in sufficient US aid . At the sa me time, they have no 

illusions about breaking the back of the ove rall problem 

unless the Turbay governm ent man ages to smash the 

politically powerful drug-smuggling networks in 

Colombia and the Carter admini stra ti on find s a w ay of 

dealing meaningfully with drug- rela ted organi zed 

crime g roups in the US . 
The Colombian governm ent, th e DEA, and o th er law 

enforcem ent agenci es in the US inter cept no more than 

10 percent of mariju ana and coca ine smuggle_g- most 

by sea, but also by air- from Colombia to the US . 

Ma rij uana, the "Colombi an Gold" (sa id to be inferio r in 

qua lity only to th e Hawai ia n "Koni"), is grown all over 

Colombia 's northern region . Lately new ma ri jua na 

plan ta tions have spru ng up in th e sou th and on the 

Paci fi c coas t to evade mi li ta ry interdicti on campaig n/ · 

Cocaine, origina t ing from coca lea f grown in Peru, 

Bolivia, and Ecuador, is shi pped to th e US through 

Colombia, wh ere laboratories transfor m it into pas te 

and pow der. The lates t addi t ion to Colombia n drug 

exports are fake Quaa lude pi ll s, a fr equen tly abused 

seda tive, produced in th e co untry fro m raw materia ls 

bro ugh t ill ega ll y from Weste rn Europe . 

T he DEA calcu la ted th at 75 percent of US ma rij uan a 

con sum ption is currently supplied by Colom bia. 

Me xico has lost its fo rm e r primacy beca use of the use of 

th e paraqua t herbicide on its fields , something th e 

Colombians wi ll no t a ll ow on th e grounds th at 

mari juana grows mixed w ith food crops. T h is mea ns 

tha t close to 20,000 tons of Colombia n "g rass" is 

smuggled into America each yea r. Its street resa le price 

h ere s tands aro und $24 bi ll ion . O ve r 60,000 po und of 

coca in e a yea r fro m Colombia, worth more tha n $2 2 

bi lli o n, is also smuggled into th e US. 
Late in August, the police in Florida se ized a 206-

pou nd shipme nt of uncut cocaine (valued by the DEA at 

$SO mill io n) in w hat was described as the biggest bu s t in 

US history. It had been fl ow n aboa rd a twin-eng ine 

aircraft from nor th ern Colom bia to Fl orida's 

Okeechobee co unty. General Cam acho Leyva to ld me 

th at between las t O ctobe r, whe n the army ca mpaign 
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y Julius Lester 
And · so, Jews are bein_g used° as . exemplify the least concern about the op• dren? To do so implicit!Y condones the- to the \ives of Je~s? W~ shouldn't be, 

,copcgoats again . . pression of Soviet Jewry. How dare black murder of children. because t~i:it !lame world is indifferent to , 
1 cannot interpret otherwise the ll'!Cent ,. leadership thrust itself into foreign affairs Black leadership should know about • black lives. Are we unable to see that the .. 

po it ions taken by black leaders on the) .. on the issue of Palestinian rights after the murder of children, or have we forgot~, pos.ition of Jews in the world has not ,: 
, ideast and black-Jewish relations. And I failing to take an interest when Jews were ten the four children murdered in that ,changed significantly· since World War IT? • • ·, 
am angered by how self-righteous and ar- · fighting against the expiration of the stat, 'Birmingham church in 1963? And surely . And what I hear in the self-righteousness . 
rogant black leaders sounded: "Jews must ute of limitations on Nazi war ·crimes in we've forgotten that at the memorial ser- of bl~ck leaders is;' very simply, we don't ,:;·:. 
show more sensitivity and be prepared for West Germany! The lack of black sensi - vices and rallies after the bombing, it was give a damn. ' ' 
more consultation before taking positions tivity on matters of deep · and , abiding Jews, n1ore .so than other Americans, who • The irony is that this new expression of ' 
ontrary to the best interests of the black' concern to Jews has • wounded Jews as stood beside us and shared our pain. Black anti-Semitism was sp~arheaded by the • 

community." much as Jewish opposition .to affirmative ·1eaders
0

hip ' insults this· very real part of _organization founded by Martin Luther -', • 
While I understand th,at such a ·, action has wounded us. black history, not to mention insulting King, ·.rr.- the -Southern Christian Lead~-• • 

nlement comes from years of anger at , ' However, black leadership not only Jews, when it says that J~wish support for ership Conference. Dr. King has been dead 
~,- ~i ve Jewish opposit ion to affirmative wraps itself in a cloak of moral excellence, the .black struggl~Wds gi'ven when tf'was only 11 years, but' when I · listen 'to his · 
,. ion, ,8'1d how deeply blacks were hurt • it goes . further and chooses sides in the "in:rtreir[Jews)7jesf i~ 1o do _so:" SCLC successors, it is hard to believe that 

,_1 this opposition to what was in our "best· Mideast conflict. I shouldn't ·have been ·No, that is not frue, became those Jews Dr. King ever lived·. ' ' . 
'• 11 ' rests, " black leadership still seems to surprised by this, , because, as Rev~rend who -supported, worked, 1fnd died in the • I have missed him these ·past weeks, . •: ·i ' · ·.' _ 
;p ignorant of the fact that Jews have been : ---------------- civungnts • movenrent _: remembered_ "in because, for all my political disagreements-- ... ~1- . . ·_. ." • 1, 

'. ,u rt. by black indifference to the fate of - , t'Tie1r souls the pogroms ' ·in ·Russia, the ' with him. he helped me understand. that ' • . : ~ -. 
m,el. ·: :M, orality· 'is not Iiolocaust. the dying that is SQ constant in though ' I suffer by virtue of my race, I 'J .~ 

I don't recall angry pronouncements fsiael, and because they remembered,. cannot indulge that suffering. Neither·can f 
r o in black.leadership when 18 Jews were • found_ . iri 'lee turing tliij, made • our strugg!eVa , part ' of their I use suffering to crown myself with a tiara • : ~ 

ki lled · at Qiryat Shemona by Palestiniart · .lives. ,• • •· • . of moral superiority. r'rriust learnt<;> carry'·:·· • ( 
C rrorists. I don't remember black hands ' others. Morality is .· That Jews have·_·not supported · af- thatsufferingas'ifitwerealong-stemmed ·J· 
ne ld out in sympathy when 20 Jewish • f "ll d firmative act ion does ilothing to negate rose I-offer to humanity. I do that by livi~g · . • 
t: hildren were murdered et Ma'alot, where pain u Y :' e~rne • . this. But this does not seem good enough with my suffering BO intimately 88 to never , .. r • 
Palestinians held a school of children for black leadershjp, which·takes the posi- forget that, having suffered evil, I must" be ~ .l 

hostage. When 31 Jews were killed in a ---------------- tion tha,..the supp~rt Jew,s gave in the past careful ' not' to 'do something that will, as ' 
Pa lestinian attack on a bus. black leader- Wyatt Tee : Walker expressed it. "The is to be clemgrated now, I cannot under- Dr. King put it, "intensify the existence of ,. 
~hip did not gather before the television Pale_stinians .are the niggers of the Middle stand why black leadership lacks the evil in the univers•e.'1·Because I have suf-•. • 
,·:i meras and microphones to say, "No! East." Such a statement is sickeningly simple humanity to expres·s gratitude for fered as a black person.· l do ·notisuccumb . 
• ;o! No! Not another Jew can be murdered obscene. Any pro-Palestinian sympathies pa~t support, as well as'. the anger we feel , to the thrill of making others suffer. I look , ./ 
,,n this earth." • Imighthavehaddiedin Munichwhenll now i,n · the, face •o( Jewish conservatism. et my own 'suffering_·E\nd say, · let this ,/ 

Because blacks have been silent while · members of the Israeli Olympic team were Inste.ad , black leadership has · acted as if. inhuman suffering end here. ·., 
i,,ws continued to be murdered, I am •murdered: But maybe blacks have become Jews were responsible · for Andy Young's How quickly, how effortlessly those who 
,,palled that they dare come forward now so Western that we don't . think it is resignation. I · thought Andy was respon- knew and worked with, Dr.' King , have 

lo self-righteously' lecture Jews to "show "tn the best i~'terests of tl-te , black com- sible for that/ and, with great dignity; be forgotten that he taughf that 1'all life is 
niore sensitivity" when black leadership munity" . to care that there are still people explaine,d that he needed to be free to ·interrelated," that "all .mmanity is in- .. 
1° guilty of ethnocentric insensitivity. Ar- in the world who want to kill Jews because speak as he wished: But, as Western his, volved in a single process, and to. the ' ···: .. i ., • ' 
rogance is. however1 a common fault of they ' are Jews-. But .who in the course of toryamply1demonstrates, wlieneversome- ·degree that •r harm my brother, to that _· l, • : .• ' ._:} 
nppressed people when they believe that .Western civilization has ever cared when thing goes wrong it •is easy ·to blame the, extent am J harming i myself." and that , , , 1 J 
, he ir _status ·_as victims gives them the· Jews we-re killed? ·why, then, , should Jews . • • • "creation is so designed ,that my person- ~ ,: ,',;,if;' , ~ • 
advantage of morel surJeriority. But mo- · blacks be different? • • . By _so • doing, bla~k lea.dership h_as ality can_o_nly_?e fulfille.1_li:! _t~e ~~ntext of , :. '..,_. .-. j' 

rn li ty is not found in lecturing. others on L . Not being ~different, ' black · leadership shown itself to be morally barreu. By its . community:" • .,. - ,, • .. ,. ··-' '· • ... 
'•i rnlity. Morality is painfully earned by takes its stand for "human rights and self- ·.support of the Palestinians, it -exemplifies I am deeply sorry that black leadership •:, }~--:­
•nstant awareness of one's own limita- determination for • Palestinians.'' This · a callousness of spiri t to · the meaning of spoke as it did. because my humanity as'' '_?-'' ' 
, is , mistakes, and fragile humani ty.· sounds reasonable, but something deep the Holocaust , because when six million a black person was diminished .. The dif- :._. ( , .. 1, 
• d ity comes by constantly .adjuring within ·me says that it is wrong to talk Jews are killed ·while the ·world is indif- forences and tensions between blacks and > -• 

r. and not others. to "show more about Palest inian human rights as long as ferent , the right of Israel to exist is un• Jews are real , but the positions espoused',.. • 
·:1ty." . :Israeli children live with the prospect· of assailable . · Thitt is the only reasonable recently by black leaders were not "our 

is the absence of sensitivity to poin t death at Palestinian hands. How can position I 'think one can , have on the Declaration oflndependence ,'" as Kenneth 
, finger at lsrael '~ relations wi th South black ·leadership even think ·about self- Middle East. Is black leadership uuable to Clark put it. They°' merely showed that 

''..l rica when black leadership has failed t6 determination for people who attack chi!- perceive thaf the world is still ind ifferent blacks, too, can be Germans. ■ 
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' l ' for decaoc., 
., . a... independent identity. They 

Jen at the center of strife in Iraq and 
,:~y as well as in Iran. It once served this 

,untry's - and the shah's - interest to en­
courage Iraqi Kurds in their guerrilla war. 
But great power calculations changed, and 
the Kurds were the losers. 

Most Americans know little of the intrica­
cies of this ancient quarrel. What they see is a 
repressive Iranian regime in a civil war 
against a stubbornly independent people. If 
the Bazargan government has made generous 

thl. 
wise .,_ 
agine the _ _ ,, .. v,. 

tap. And st,- .. J .. o penalize this 
country by seh. . cheir oil elsewhere, the 
world market would soon meet the shortfall 
by shifting allocations. The oil weapon has 
two edges in Iran today and that is a cold­
blooded reality that even Carter seems to 
have forgotten. 
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Who Dld Andrew Young In? 
Twelve days ago, Rep. Parren Mitchell, D­

Md., a former chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, observed that "out on the 
streets, the perception, the feeling is that the 
Israeli government went out of its way to em­
barrass and humiliate a black man . . . The 
feeling is that somebody did Andy Young in. 
And when you ask who did him in, the peo­
ple say the Israelis." 

The same feeling boiled up in different 
words last week among the leaders of black 
organizations at a meeting to examine how 
"the successful demand for the resignation of 
Ambassador Andrew Young has in fact fur­
ther damaged an already unhappy relation­
ship between the American Jewish organiza­
tional spokesmen and the rank and file and 
the leadership of American blacks." 

1 Who did Andrew Young in? , 
• I I 

The answer is Jimmy Carter. The next 
question is why - but the president has not 
answered it. And in his failure to do so he 

• has let stand, and even grow, the impression 
among blacks that Young had to be removed 
from office to appease American Jewish sup­
porters of Israel. 

It was not hard for that impression to take 
root. Long before the Young affair, deep dif­
ferences opened between black groups and 
some Jewish organizations over affirmative 
action and quotas. That these same groups 
had marched side by side in the civil rights 
movement has made the division that much 
more dramatic aJ}d painful. 

Then, when. Young came under fire early 
this month, a Zionist leader demanded his 
resignation in heated, condescending Ian- . 
guage. Israel protested the violation of U.S. 
Middle East policy he told its own ambassa­
dor about. And blacks found it hard to un­
derstand why a black ambassador who meets 
with the PLO in New York is removed while 
a Jewish ambassador who meets with the 

. PLO in Vienna isn't even scolded. 
From what is known about the Young 

affair, it appears that the reason for Young's 
departure was·not that he violated U.S. poli­
cy by meeting with the PLO, nor that Israel 
protested this violation, as it had every right 
to do. The resignation, quite evidently, was 
spurred by the way Young tried to cover 
himself inside his own government and by 
his unwillingness to accept either ·his coun­
try's Middle East tactics or the discipline 
that goes with carrying out a foreign policy. 

But the public needs a more authoritative 
answer than "it appears" and "quite evident­
ly" - and there is someone who can supply 
it. It might be thought that the president, as a 
Democrat presumably running for re-elec­
tion, would have a strong interest in offering 
that explanation and trying to ease relations 
between two groups vital to the Democratic 
coalition. It might be thought that, as presi­
dent, he would have a strong interest i'n pre­
venting poisonous r_acial and religious 
discord. But the days go by, the passions 

. spread and President Carter keeps his 
silence. 
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International Opinion 
r 1 w~tos in ·East 

, , Communist planners 
'Jtomobiles low pri­

"IPriority of mass 
~ater 

Young: Backfires on Oarter? 
President Carter's sacrifice of Andrew 

Young has had precisely the opposite effect 
from that presumably intended. It i.. 

, trengthened the PLO by giving it 
, 111\v imp~rtant lob)., 

TheJert 

LOS ANGELES - Back East cid 
hardly anyone takes Gov. Ed- mov 

mund (Jerry) Brown Jr. seriously as an 1 

a presidential candidate. He is too has 
odd, people say - too flaky, in the wo 
current phrase. His attacks on defi- ~ 
cit spending and opposition to nu- ica 
clear power will offend labor and St 
other mainstream Democratic vot- su 
ers. Political troubles at home in sc 
California will hobble him. f. 

Large debts should not be placed g 
on those assumptions. Gov. Brown 1 

is a shrewd and determined politi-
cal man. By all signs he is wholly 
committed to the presidential 
challenge.He has talented people 
working on what is called his "ex-

- ploratory committee" but is in fact 
gearing up for the -Jong haul to the 
convention. -

Contradictory 
Most• important, he has a pack 

age of ideas for the campaigP 
Talking with him here in his Lr 
Angeles office, I found him me 
intent than in previous encounl 
on constructing an understand! 
platform. He still threw out 
ideas a minute, but this time 
was a real attempt to put ther 
cor.erent framework - ont • 
will work in national politics. 

"We're going to have to 
down the ship in order to 
it," Brown said at one poi 
sentence caught the way 
nected two seemingly conf 
themes: that govemmenf 
ing too much, and that 11 
needs heavy new in· 
moch of it from the g, 

• For 20 years after 
Gov. Brown said, 
ernment was fina1 

nomic growth. Ne 
virtually stoppe 
monetary pol; 
changed to r, 
keep spend; 
pumping 
private 
public ' 
with 
qt1 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen For lll1nediate Release 
(212) 758-6969 

.RABBI SCHINDLER DKIL ~ BIACK LFADERS DmIARATION 

AS 'NEEDLESS AND OOUNTE:8-FEODTJCTnrE' TO A D:m.IDGUE; 

nID THE DEMAGOGUERY, LET'S START TALKJNG, HE URGES 

Commenting on the statement issued by Black leaders in New York Wednesday, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­

tions, composed of 750 Refo:rm Jewish synagogues in the United States and Canada, 

saic. today (Thursday, Aug. 23): 

"We are deep~ disappointed and distressed by the content and the tone of' the 

statement made yesterday by Black leaders. The participants in that conference have 

escal.ated the Andrew Young affair into a needless and hurtful confrontation between 

Bla.cks and Jews. The public litany of grievances against Jews and Israel may be 

good therapy and good press; it is a deplorable and counter-productive method of 

coomnmj cation and dialogue. 

"Bl.ack J.ea.ders have aJJ.owed themselves to be distracted f'rom the stark reality 

that the Administration which let Andrew Young go has also failed Blacks and Jews 

and a.:u who believe in economic justice and compassion f'or the poor. Instead, the 

Black and Jewish communities have been entrapped into squaring off against each 

other -- a resuJ.t that can on:cy- delight our camroon enemies. 

"It is time to stop the rhetoric and to resume talking. OUr two comnunities 

sha.:re many deep common va.1.ues in the quest for social. justice. Let us end the 

demagoguery and get back to work." 

X X X 
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A P O S T - M O R T E M 

TEN QUESTIONS AND .COMMENTS ABOUT THE 
ANDY YOUNG .AFFAIR ·AND ·THE 'BLACK~JEWISH FALLOUT 

1. WHY DID ANDY YOUNG DO WHAT HE DID ..... MEET WITH THE PLO, LIE TO THE STATE 

DEPARTMENT ABOUT IT AND THEN RESIGN? WAS HE SET UP BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT? 

It's possible, but not likely, that Young was set up. It is true that the 

United States government - not just Young - was girding for a shift in policy 

toward the PLO; and a superior might have signalled him to go ahead and meet 

with Terzi. But it is not likely that he was set up deliberately. More likely, 

his many enemies in the State Department, appalled at his innumerable gaffes 

over the years, saw an unexpected opportunity to unload a chronic embarrassment. 

Andy Young has become notorious as a soloist - saying and doing his own 

thing. He has iong felt that refusing to have any contacts with the PLO is ri­

diculous, that the Palestinian question is at the heart of the dispute, that one 

cannot deal with the Palestinians without dealing with the PLO. His obsession 

with involving the Popular Front in Rhodesia in the negotiations there, in the 

belief that peace without the guerillas is illusory, is directly analagous to 

his views on the Middle East crisis. Some commentators have suggested that the 

Administration agrees and wanted Young to do the heavy lifting as a private 

citizen. 

2. DID THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ORCHESTRATE THE BLACK-JEWISH CONFRONTATION? 

Perhaps. When Young resigned, the White House painted a picture of weeping 

and mourning at the White House, together with a gratuitous warning about its 

negative impact on black-Jewish relations. It was a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

What had black-Jewish relations to do with a United States ambassador being let 

go for rank insubordination and for de~eiving his own government? To make it 
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worse, the television network news reported that an unidentified White House of­

ficial had said, "Those Jews will never be satisfied until President Carter him­

self jumps off a cliff to prove his devotion to Israel." If this was not an in­

citement to bigotry, it was at ·- least pouring fuel on an artificial ethnic issue 

which, once it started to blaze, obscured the central fact that President Carter 

had sacked the top black in his administration. Indeed, it is more than inter­

esting that Young never expressed anger at Carter; that the black corrnnunity 

lashed out at the Jews, not at the President; and that - to this moment - the 

White House has watched with cool and detached neutrality as a dangerous and in­

flammable clash escalated between blacks and Jews, two vital elements in the 

President's support system. It is a puzzlement. 

3. DID AMERICAN JEWS ACTUALLY DEMAND YOUNG'S HEAD? 

The answer is NO. There were dozens of J ewish statements issued the day 

the media revealed that Young had met with the PLO. They were uniformly angry 

and heated, but - with only one exception - they did not deal with Young person­

ally, but with ,:.hat they regarded as a symptom of a blatant shift in American 

policy toward the PLO, in clear violation of treaty commitments the United States 

made to Israel. The UAHC statement, for example, noted Young's long record of 

"steadfast support for Jewish causes" and suggested he was a "fall guy" for Admin­

istration machinations . A prominent Zionist leader made a bitter and condescend­

ing demand for Young's firing. The J ewish umbrella groups, on the other hand, 

carefully avoided such a demand, in part , precisely to avoid any exacerbation of 

black-Jewish conflict. 

4. WHY DID ISRAEL BLOW THE WHISTLE AND PROTEST? DIDN'T THEY KNOW IT WOULD UN­

HORSE ANDY YOUNG ? 
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It would be interesting - but impossible - to know whether Israeli leaders 

paused to consider the repercussions of their protest in terms of a black-Jewish 

explosion and especially in terms of Young's pointed warning to Israeli Ambassa­

dor Blum that an Israeli formal protest would lead to the creation of a Palestin­

ian lobby in the United States. The likelihood is that the Begin government was 

so determined to nip in the bud the subterranean tilt toward the PLO that it did 

not give serious thought to the consequences of its protest. Begin's government 

is to public relations what Young is to diplomatic protocol. In any case, 

Yotmg's warning proved accurate; in the firestorm, Israel's position has eroded 

further and the PLO has gained the bonanza of a new respectability and a consti­

tuency within the United States itself! In retrospect, Israel could have found 

a less.: costly way to expose U. S. flirtations with the PLO, such as the series 

of contacts by Ambassador Wolf, our ambassador to Austria, with the PLO in collu­

sion with Austrian President Kriesky. 

5. IS ANDY ¥OUNG LIKELY TO BECOME THE PIED PIPER OF THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE? 

Yes. Young seems determined to justify the initiative which cost him his 

position. No single individual in the world now has his authority and clout on 

the Palestinian issue. It is not animus toward I s rael which moves him . He sin­

cerely believes that Israel's frozen stance prevents peace and immobilizes the 

United· States. In his messiani c and prophetic self-image, Young may be shooting 

for the PLO-Israeli breakthrough which, he may believe, could earn him the Nobel 

Peace Prize. Overnight, he mobilize d the black leadersh ip in this struggle . He 

has extraordinary credibility in the Christian world (he is a minister) and in 

the Third World . Young will not be the old soldier who simply fades away . He 

is a political force. Freed from even the marginal restraints his official post 

i mposed upon him, he will become a so lo unguided missile of potentially grea t 
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power. Whether the Carter Administration calculated it this way or not - its 

chronic ineptitude suggests otherwise - it will undoubtedly use Young now as its 

point man with the PLO. 

6. WILL THE BLACK COMMUNITY PROVE A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL FORCE FOR THE 

PALESTINIANS? 

Yes and no. Nothing could be more remote from the profound issues of daily 

life - unemployment, inflation, slums, crime, welfare reform - which bedevil or­

dinary blacks in America (led by an administration which has largely turned its 

back on black suffering) . For poor blacks, the condition of the United States 

today is nothing less than a major depression. The suggestion that ordinary 

blacks will sustain the concern and the stamina to press the Palestinian cause, 

. 
as American Jews do the Israeli cause, stretches belief . The argument that 

blacks are first to suffer from an Arab boycott is really an argument for chal­

lenging the stranglehold of OPEC, not for sanctifying PLO terrorism. (An offi­

cial in Kenya said the other day that the Arabs once sold blacks into slavery; 

today they are strangling black Africa wi th the noose of OPEC's cartel.) Some 

cynical black leaders may smel l the scent of Arab oil money ; others may be in­

toxicated by the sudden attention of the media . (The SCLC, for example, was 

virtually bankrupt and dead in the water when it seized upon the PLO lifeline.) 

Others, no doubt genuinely, see the Palestinians as another oppressed minority . 

But the leap from the Palestinian people to the bloody-minded PLO is a leap from, 

for example, the NAACP to the Black Panthers. If even the leaders of the black 

community betrayed an understandable ignorance of the complex dynamics of the 

Middle kAst, it is not surprising . How would Jewish or Italian or Polish lead­

ers do as overnight experts on the murde rous complexities of Northern Ireland or 
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Namibia? And if the leaders are bewildered , ordinary blacks are certain to be 

mystified, if indeed they pay the Middle East any mind at all. 

7. WHAT HAS BEEN THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA? 

Mixed, with an inclination toward incendiary over-simplifcations. The day 

Young was caught with his hand in the cookie jar, The New YoJr..k. Po-0t hit the 

streets with a shrieking, two-word headline: "FIRE HIM!" The PMt tried to back 

up its inflammatory headline with the statements of Jewish leaders, but the 

headline spoke for publisher Murdoch, not Jewish leaders, most of whom demanded 

no such thing. Indeed , when Po-0t eager-beaver reporters called around to rustle 

up supporting statements , they had the chutzpah to tell at least one spokesman 

to make his statement stronger. One demagogic black leader, citing the Po-0t 

journalistic mugging , told Jewish leaders that "the Po-0t, of course, is Jewish." 

Murdoch is a WASP from Australia. 

8. WHAT HAS ALL THIS· DONE TO BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS? 

It has brought an already irritated and tense relationship to the breaking 

point. Attached is the statement issued by black leaders, together with the re­

sponding statement of the NJCRAC and a separate statement by the UAHC . Blacks 

managed to turn their agony over Young's fall into a needless public confronta­

tion between blacks and Jews. The tone of the actual conference was mu ch uglier 

than the final statement. A bitter litany of anti-Jewish grievances swept aside 

the voices of moderation and reconciliation . It might have been good therapy; 

it was hardly conducive to dialogue and the spirit of consultation black leaders 

called for . Public dumping on Jews (even for Israel ' s policy on South. Africa, 

over which American Jews have about as much aay as American blacks do about the 

closet reality that most black African nations trade with hated South Africa -
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under the table) only embitters the Jewish community. Clearly the PLO was merely 

a symbolic excuse for an attack on Jews. The only winners from this artificial 

clash in America are the hard-liners in both communities where the events are 

seen as confirmation by the elements of both communities who would like to with­

draw from the long-standing relationship between blacks and Jews. The Jewish De­

fense League has already made its predictable noises about turning the hand of 

friendship into a Jewish fist. 

9. TIIEN WHY DID THE BLACKS FOLLOW TIIIS COURSE? WAS TIIERE NO VALIDITY TO THEIR 

GRIEVANCES AGAINST JEWS? 

Once all black leaders were assembled in the frenzied atmosphere of the 

fracas, it could only be a field day for the demagogues. Don't be deceived by 

the self-serving statements of black leaders congratulating themselves on the un­

ity and coherence of the conference, the new declaration of independence, the 

watershed of maturity, etc. Privately, some of these same self-congratulators 

were appalled and alarmed by the anti-Jewish thrust and its implications for the 

future. 

Of course, the bill of particulars agains t the Jewish community was not a 

total misfire . American Jews do tend to become over-emotional on Israel, some­

times equating dissent with anti-Semitism. The issue of affirmative action, of 

course , was the tenderest nerve for blacks - and for some Jews, too. Black 

leaders were right - in my judgment - in blaming Jewish organizations for high­

profile public and excessively hyperbolic campaigns against affirmative action 

programs which blacks see as indispensable to racial justice. A few Jewish de ­

fense agencies have whipped up a lather of passion against certain types of af ­

firmative action (quotas). There was not sufficient consultation between blacks 

and Jews on the DeFunis, Bakke and Weber cases. 

., 
I 
I 
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But it is also the case that some Jewish groups supported the black commun­

ity on the DeFunis case (U.AHC and NCJW). Many stayed out of Bakke so as not to 

exacerbate black-Jewish tensions. All but one (ADL) decided NOT to oppose civil 

rights forces on the voluntary program challenged by Weber. The U.AHC, at its 

last biennial assembly (which was addressed by NAACP's Ben Hooks), voted over­

whelmingly to endorse goals and time-tables in the advancement of affirmative ac­

tion. Moreover, fixed quotas are rejected not only by all Jewish groups; they 

are also opposed by an overwhelming majority of Americans, including (according 

to all polls) a high proportion of blacks and other minorities. 

10. ARE BLACKS AND JEWS NOW DESTINED TO BE FOES? IS THE OLD COALITION DEAD? 

No. Despite monumental abrasions, healing convers ations will inevitably re­

sume after a period of reassessment. Political events will push blacks and Jews 

together because - despite everything - the two communities have more common in­

terests than any other two communities in America. They recently joined in beat­

ing back electcral reform. They share a commitment to economic progress, full 

employment, governmental initiative to aid the poor , ciuil rights and opposition 

to the emergent right-wing and Proposition 13 conservatives. They vote alike , 

as evidence in their Carter support in 1976, and they will coalesce despite all 

the posturing and demagoguery of their leaders. Will the black caucus in Con­

gress boycott its Jewish allies? Why did not black leaders blast the Italians, 

the Poles, other ethnic groups? Are they not ably sympathetic to affirmative ac­

tion, government programs for job development, universal health insurance , inte­

gration? No. Singling out Jews for excoriation may look like ant i-S emitism 

(and in some cases it is) ; it is even more an expression of the ambivalent love/ 

hate relationships one knows in one's own family . And the deeply injured reaction 

of Jews is not anti-black (though in some cases it is), but the pain of a loved 

one, an ally, a disappointed friend who has been publicly rebuked jn a fit of 

pique . 
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This, too, shall pass. Black-Jewish relations may never be as good as we 

romantically pretend they once were. But they will resume after a needed cool­

ing off period -- differently, to be sure. More measured, less instinctive, 

more grotmded in self-interest, frank, tough. But in a deep historic arid ethi­

cal sense, our two commtmities are joined at the hip. We can - and do - flail 

at each other in moments of crisis, but we have to live with each other, like 

it or not. 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Rlcha,d Cohe~or Immediate Re 1 ease 
(212) 758-6969'----------

STATEMENT BY RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT, 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

It is important to set the record straight regarding Andrew Young. 

1/ The Jewish community did not call for his resignation. I know 

• of only a single Jewish leader who did so; that was his right. But the major 

umbrella group which speaks for the Jewish community on these matters -- the 

Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations -- did not do so. 

2/ Andrew Young's color had nothing to do with his appointment as 

U.N. Ambassador, his service at the United Nations, or his resignation. 

Consequently, there is no reason for any so called 11 tension 11 between the Jewish 

and Black communities arising out of this issue. Indeed, Andrew Young has been 

a steadfast friend of Jewish causes from his earliest days in the Civil Rights 

Movement. Those who speak of such tensions do a disservice to harmonious Black­

Jewish relations. 

3/ The concern for Black-Jewish relations should not be allowed 

to obscure the central issue: the State Department's policy that seeks to 

cosmetize the PLO and transform this terrorist gang into a fit negotiating partner 

in the Middle-East peace talks. Four years ago Secretary of State Henry 

Kissinger made a solemn commitment that the United States would not recognize 

or negotiate with the PLO as long as ·the ~LO refuses to re~ognize Israel 1 s 

right to exist and refuses ·to ~ccept U.N. Resolution #242. President Carter 

has on numerous occasions reiterated that commitment. The State Department, 

however, has violated that solemn pledge by overtly or covertly encouraging 

(more) 
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Ambassador Young to traffic with the PLO -- a policy confirmed by the fact 

that the U.S. Ambassador to Austria, Milton Wolf, also conferred at length 

with the PLO. 

4/ Those forces within the State Department that are urging our 

country to consort with cut-throats are doing a grave disservice to the cause 

of peace and to the security of America. It is time for President Carter 

to establish his authority over the Arabists in the State Department and make 

crystal clear that we are a country that honors its commitments to its friends, 

its allies and its principles. 

81679 
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NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

STATEMENT BY RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT, 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

on 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AND THE P.L.O. 

It is both disturbing and depressing that a civil rights organization founded on 

the non-violent principles of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should have squandered its good 

name by embracing and thereby lending respectability to the murderous band that calls 

itself the P.L.O. 

Dr. Lowery's endorsement of the ~.L.O. represents a disquieting failure to under­

stand the criminal nature of the world's leading terrorist organization, a group that 

boasts of the sla_ughter not only of Jewish women and children, but of Arab leaders who 

support the peace process in th.e Middle-East. The most recent exarrg;>le of anti-Arab 

terror by the P.L.O. was the stabbing to death in June of an Islamic leader in the Gaza 

Strip who had the temerity to support Egypt's peace treaty with Israel. 

The suggestion by Dr. Lowery that Israel sit down with the P.L.O., whose charter 

vows the destruction of the Jewish State, is as grotesque as if American Jewish leaders 

had, during the civil r _ights struggle of the 1960's, embraced "Bull" Connor, the infamous 

PoliceChief of Birmingham, Alabama, and publicly endorsed his way of dealing with 

Blacks in the South. 

Israel has extended an open invitation to Palestinians to join the Middle-East 

peace process. That invitation has been rejected, primarily because of the understandable 

fear that any Palestinian who met with r°srael would be murdered by the P.L.O. It is thus 

the P.L.O. which stands as the chief obstacle to further progress in the Middle-East 

peace process. 

The sooner this essential fact is understood by the ·u.s. State Department -­
those who would seek to influence American policy -- the sooner the dream.of §eace 
Middle-East, a dream which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. shared, can be achieve• 
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Mr. Bertram w. Korn, Jr. 
c/o Kette eth Iera 1 
York Road and Township 
Elkins Park, PA 19117 

Dear Buddys 
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January 22, 1980 
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Sincerely, 

Alexandr M. Schindler 



18 January, 1980 
Wyncote, Pa. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Hearing from you personally over Dad encoura~ed me to 

resnond to your views which I had the nleasure t o read as quoted in 

the 15 October U. s. News and lorld Report. 

Fo~ doubt many black leaders in this country are searching 

for issues. fuubtless , also , is the fact that many of the irrational 

-positions of black n;:itionalists , here and elsewhere , ignore tradi tionAl 

antagonisms to create a feeling of "solidari ty11 • But please tell me: 

sur ly you do not think some conapiracy onerates behind the 1 curious" 

black attachment to t:he Arab cause? 

It seems to me much of the failure here to fully comprehend 

the feelings of our neighbors, across the block and across the oceans, 

results from ignorance of the colonial experience. That blacks seem 

to relate their experience here to that of the non-European ex-colonies 

may be analytically imperfect , but the near parallels transcend th 

study of history, surfacing in feelings of closeness among non- whites . 

!' ost Americans are aware that Israel is basicplly European on a conti­
nent of Asians. Thus, its op-pressiv e role touches blacks more directly 

than does its committment to liberal imd democratic valu s . 

I am not suggesting blacks support the destruction of the 

Israeli state. I am trying to understand why bl acks feel close to other 

non-whites , even those aho sold them into slavery. 

Yours in dialogue~,{'OU<... 




