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workshops which will enable the
participants to explore both the
communal problems and the

: | possible processes whereby unifying
solutions can be developed.

Rabbd Alesameder Schindler M. ﬁi'ﬁﬂlﬁ'r;lﬂn
The theme of CLAL's first
I Critical lssues Conference reflects

the erowing recoenition of the threat




® ‘lo place the problem of polarization higher on the agenda of American

Jewry.

® To stimulate the will to come closer to each other and to stiffen the
resistance to policies that separate us.
® To offer a model of constructive process.

@ To engage the top leadership of North American Jewry in this process.

® To begin to develop practical solutions that will strengthen unity

within diversity.

A
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outreach campaign and expanded
involvement of women. Rabbi
Schindler championed such initi-
atives as increased observance

and standards, endorsement and
expansion of Reform day school
education, and the controversial
recognition of an individual’s Jewish
status based on patrilineal descent.

Mr. Silverman assumed the reins
of the presidency of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College in 1981. RRC is a national
center for the development of
Jewish thought and the training of
future leaders of American Jews
based on the precepts of
Reconstructionist Judaism. Over the
past few years, Mr. Silverman has
sparked an enormous erowth in the

institutional constellation of the
American Jewish community.
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ELIE WIESEL
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Herschel Blumberg
Chairman
Rabbi Irving Greenberg

President
Bl e W

Klara Silverstein
New York, NY

Dr. Saul Singer
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Leon Weiner
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Ronald Wornick
San Francisco, CA

a) 10 piace tne probiem riigner on the agend.

b) To stimulate the will to come closer to eact
resistance to policies that separate us.

~' To offer a model of constructive process.
To engage the top leadership of North Ame:

To begin to develop practical solutions that \
diversity.
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nference.
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develop cooperation.

we are pleased that the Federation of Jewish Philanthi
United Jewish Federation of MetroWest (N.J.) are coog
this conference.
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reverse the powerful momentum to separation. Journe
with single steps. This conference will be a historic
being taken to rally the forces of American Jewry—if

You will find a registration form on the back of this lel
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denominations. The unusual meeting and frank
pronouncements that follow represent an effort
to develop practical solutions to narrow the
widening gulf among Jews. Elie Wiesel
delivered the keynote address at the rwo-day
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survival beyond the year 2000," Dr. Cohen said, "there
must be a renewal of commitment to Jewish values,
not just to the Jewish people.”
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‘has since pressed on, advocating the
urgent need for intra-religious
dialogue between Jewish
denominations—a call that has
historically met with little success, or
even interest on the part of many.

The Princeton conference

pleting a five-year term as president
of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College. The fourth was Rabbi Alex-
ander Schindler, the fiery leader of
Reform Jewry’s Union of American
Hebrew Congregations.

They were joined by writer Elie
Wiesel, who speaks in the name of
an experience that made no distinc-
tions among Jews, and Charles
Silberman, whose widely acclaimed
work, A Certain People, has
established him as a distinguished in-
terpreter of American Jewry.
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Three problems of personal status
are central to the debate: divorce,
conversion, and patrilineal descent.
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along with a civil divorce
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only be initiated by the hus-
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e rates are rising—and Juws
have the highest rate of second mar-
riage of any ethnic group—so the
problem of mamzerut is growing
geometrically as many non-
traditional Jews produce children in
their second marriages that tradi-
tionally observant Jews will not con-
sider for marriage. Eventually, some
fear, Qrthodox Jews will consider all
non-Orthodox Jews suspect as mar-
riage partners, unless they can show
a family history untinged by
mamzerut.
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