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* son of a rabbi, I am only a
I know some of the answers thi
As for myself, do I know the ¢
itherwise I would not be here.
Are we approaching an era of '
imtza and Bar-Kamtza? Perhaps,
ratuitous.

ive learned to withstand outsic
‘he first strengthen ua, the 1l:
in I go out in the country and
ilany communities, I am seized t
i are not too far apart. Why «
dialogue with Catholics and P:
rangelists and Communists. Son
‘uzgelski -- but somehow we do I
1 afraid of the poliecy of esatr:
ind in our midat. Fanaticism,
me. And the Jewish people, of
iies, but as a people we never
ias, the example of the fanatic
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v Yet I know: it is not that

i is not a new phenomenon. Y
;ern Europe,; worshipers began |
;aln Piyyut on Rosh Hashana. '
, Rabmapa litzlap, the argumen
;er, in order to avoid open col
ibbi and asked for a p'sak-hal:
> halakha regarding that parti
" "hat ias it?" they ashoute
it people fight about it."

rverything - whether it is 1'g!

y the quarrel "gofa l'hitkayenm
1.

: situation seems more critica
* had none before, Now we do
irized. Today we deal with fi,
ften frightening. If we were



\ and, therefore, they don't re¢
' she muat feel the presence oi
In other words, the feeling of

i to Elal Yisrael. Not of tod:
Jew must feel linked to the =&
iderers and their friends: he
ire part of him because his wvis

th means not only that I am a »
iy, but that I am part of a comn
\es Moses and Joshua, Isaiah ar
.arael Salanter. That does not
2d all their teachings or that
but it does mean that they are
ever I do either upholds or de
it does mean that they and I
| Klal Yisrael. EKlal Yisrael n

itinue to develop unchecked --
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bhe Rhine or the Dniepr -- and

tors were as preoccupied with

eem to be now. Is it that the
re deeply, there, in larger nu
n or religious conversion were
they are acceptable options t
8?2 Or is it because of Israel
wishness of our State which we
not only materially but also

llosophically, morally, with a

sasons? Perhaps nowadays it i
Jewish -- and too easy to be

of our community, the four bra
and a fifth, the largest one,
all. One can be totally immer
ination or punishment that wer
gcessors. College students ar
Shabbat, take exams on holida
the lack of kosher food. On

gimply by getting inovolved in



ithers,

ilal Yisrael is urgent. We mu:
.srael today? And who decides
), where to go or refrain from
‘ael may run too far, and for
- of "Yehareg y'al ya'avor", s¢
t our life for them, rather thi
have been explained and/or apj
What was considered idolatry t
taring a mask by others. Thus
mmunities chose kiddush haShem
inish Jews chose to live as hic
' history, I mean cur religiou:
juite the opposite: we glorif)
;ims of the Inquisition -- yet
1at before their sacrifice by |
.n order not to leave Spain foi

tabbi Hanina chose kiddush has!
,imud Torah is not one of the f



lal Yisrael, or because Klal ]
' some communities in Spain ==
'y chose converaion leading to
‘hem back? To keep in touch wi
o to save a Jewish soul -- or
en do we say "Ad kan" -- thi:
ho is to say it?

a8, from the beginning, been i¢
ation. Mechirat Yoaef., The :
+ split, the secession of the t
Why has Yerav'am ben Nevat bec
re of evil? Only because "kh:
een others like him. Because
7 So what? Hasn't he been ct
e was the symbol of evil becav
nd polarization. Because of I



an exploraticn that we would |
n indication of three Jewish a

limited respect for the minori
iialogue, endleas, extraordina
dialogue, and the Talmud as a
Wa of the majority, but also t
i the reason was simple: it w
to reapect all views. MNo one

sincerity of any partieipant

Shammai and those of Hillel n
ght to express their views on

their disagreements, their chi
gach other's table, drank each
being made on both sides to p
split that would create the im
@ was following two laws, two

preoccupation of our sages =-
ore, even Moses, before he die



to Reconstructionist, the sec
"rapprochement” -- for using o
find or invent new solutions t
around. Ideological inflexibi
ne segment alone. It has beco
all segments. It has to be fo

Outside voices for moderatio
t come from inside. If not, w
entalism on the part of all re
from it? Not Klal Yisrael.
ed in Ahavat Yisrael. And Aha
in terms of Klal Yisarael. No
-=- to say, I love only Jews i
t I am committed only to ocne ¢
he other community in the othe
n Odessa and not a Jew in Chic
t be linked to all Jews. We a
we are all part of another,
wish community anywhere affect
cted by it.
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ense of Klal Yisrael in every
etionist, Conservative, or sec
he is part of Klal Yisrael. N
Just as the enemy wanted to d
of the Yahid, of the individua
KElal Yisrael. I remember, the
ded me, occupied me, possessed
a sudden a Jew would arrive in
thousands and thousands and th
brought there from all the co
d a strange altar. I hope you
y if ever my fear were infinit
feeling it was the end of Kla
brought together for ultimate
occasions. The second time I
en all of a sudden, on Simacha
usands of young pecple came to
or the Torah. There too, who
w nothing of Judaism. They we
use they had in their passport
came, together, and celebrate



=-a g BENWS W e W NS  Emms W W mE g e e o _——

at least we are part of the be
autiful in Jewish 1ife than ta
ing here together we are follc
ur common tradition, which 1s

re times when "Yikoy hadin_et_
must pierce the mountain, but

man beings. The law may be us
ple together, not to set them
ng to the Midrash: do not hat
one another, lest the angels w
e given them the Torah."™ How
usted, interpreted, though not
a" -- simply to shield a Jewis
n upheavals? Naturally, the g
?7 Rabbi Nathan of Babylon off
t ladoshem bhaferu toratecha:

o serve God. But he did not 1
hom such authority is invested
se of such authority: haferu






to doubt that such a program w
r the second world war we did
Israel became the central and
sh life.

ing at the culmination of a hi
middle of the nineteenth centu
formation of the Alliance Isra
Jews signified their readiness
into their own hands as far as
e a state and a reborn languag
ally that the latter is a st:
¥. On the other hand, I do nc
that the largest Jewish commur
t produces the greatest number
nal leaders in contemporary dJu
d States and is also a force f

just said, however, this conf
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© the Orthodox, however, their
en saying the same thing for y
assert themselves now, first,

n the state of Israel and secc
d them a degree of power outsi
sed before. There is another

e more outlandish Jewish pract
contemporary modern life, the

myth is completely unhistoric
ny Jews believe it to be true.

this conference was being helg
too ‘late to undo the results c
laxation in some cases, of con
chicanery in yet others with

Although, I think, the prese
sing assertiveness of Reform a
e Orthodox to confront it head
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C only 18 1C NOC TO Chelr poll
suppose, they sincerely belie
valuate and or alter the tradi
wish lay leadership must want

erable amount of pressure that
he United States, if we are si
urports to advocate, that is,

the establishment of unified s

his is not the first time that
concerned with the necessity o
8. In 1954, on the third floo
ity, there was a meeting at wh
ative and Orthodox leaders and
lish a united Bet Din. I ment
proposals in Israel and elsew
t as cne way of overcoming our
o note, however that the Bet D
immediately after its establis
treme Orthodox party refused t

anly Fhie radamsFimaniatr atrFitrnAd



n certain aspects of the laws
of Levirate marriage. It say
ds and the other permits, even
the other recognizes, the scho
rrying the women of the School
is more, this is not only tru
age, but also with regard to t
ings that one school declared
ared impure. They nevertheles

unity in sufficient measure to
that it is possibkle for peopl
eage purified, and he prescrib
ations to complete. What I wa
that we now live in a society
for three generations, a soci
and authority of the human bei
8§ remember that we also live i
zompelled to choose between be



y complete lack of mutual resg
commit ourselves to Judaism -=
have to decide what values ar
what sanctions -- we are will
ion, even if those who deviate
to achieve a true community c

11 be a Jewish people in the y
uture will depend upon the ope

the world must be willing to
cond, and infinitely more pert
d we must know why we want to
oing to stay within the Jewisk
their parents. They are not g
on unless they find reasons tc
hose who were not convinced of
accabean period there were pec
victory. There were those wk
Eurcpe, too, even when they w
0. There are those in the Uni

—



ge, that I, like Gerson Cohen,
econstructionist Jew; and tha
ition, but not my commitment t

idea which, in fact, also suf

Reconstructionist idea? 1In t
emphasized three basic tenets:
ed to bridge the gap between t
dernity, to accommodate contin

, for the vitality of Judaism.
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derstandings.
ionists reject, for example, n
aperior chosenness--but not th

venant, or a way of life guide

at is impossible, without orde

s>ossible, and not really optio

led in my position at the Reco

i1 from John Fowles, who wrote



|l and true route of Orthodoxy.
inswer; that is not possible ¢
.story, Judaism always grew, ai
‘h. It was not a museum piece

Prague, which is no more aliwve

: to the second tenet, synthes:
'es, Wwe can be--and indeed are-
life appropriate for the Amer:

:an't we better apply the princ

svivie 1Tivea? And can'+ wa. o
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out klal yisrael? At the popt

ost of generating yet additior
the ready connectedness of Je¢
dly, we need be concerned abol
le--the definition of the tritl

e most elogquently; we must be

ow what Rabbi Schindler will =
early Reform de-emphasized the

redal. Reconstructionism empt
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1 to the point of one of our c
vith me, and cthers, in person
3 we must speak in series. Am

the way it feels, although I a

1ed and moved by the words of
call by a leading Orthodox ra

the rest of us. I will guote

5 such a posture thought neces
lly afraid that participating



v¥e have common ancestries, and
onary paths. Does that make o
jeviant? One could even asser
2 non-Orthodox Jews--and since
belief and practices of the J
odd man out and what we have,

t it, is a tragic situation of
r friend has suggested that in
in the year 2000 and also a s

paratism makes them the contem
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10 desire. God is Infinite--ai
icted in any single human imag:
: political action? This we d:
.n a negative sense--and until
+ then there was not unity on !
that side to support in World |
»olitical action in regard to «
in support of the need for a .
Israel, in support of freedom

i1s little as ever before) over



that get and thererore will n
rward and will proclaim childr
im. We have not said that God
men who forbid women to blow t

pes hear such shofar blasts, a

==

tandpeint, the Jewish people
ctice will undermine that.
we can live with some differe
--and our task if you agree wi
Ce.

rgue over, or compromise, vari
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t to participate in evolving t
ans, after all that give and t

e fundamental membership quest

been provoked especially by d
nt, divorce procedures, and cc
to patrilineal descent, I shc
nist commitment to defining as
r father, in the event the chi
c, that is, it fundamentally r

ity of women and men. We come



gender of the officiant canno!
i's kashrut. Related to that,
mpromise is the right of the .

men and women, who are legit
wish people. It would be unt]
hat they submit to the author
h people. But together, we ci
:eptable procedures for conver:
. which may still, for awhile

hstanding) , be useful in addr:



e et e L e e M e P e

now very troubling to the Ort
m rabbis and some other 1libera
marriage for Jews when there h
a remarriage becoming mamzerim
do not bother with a get becau
gious matters and are entirely

cause a Reform rabbi has told

for the sake of klal yisrael

ot really care about it but we



bbis of movements cother than t

halakhah. They may not. Anc
t upon defining the Jewish pec
some as real, there will be nc
be some doubt, some independe
choose not to tolerate. But [
mall minority of rabbis in any
rn their backs on such an effc
while for us to f£ind out.

ental models should, and I bel
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tion and choosing freely to in
« But if the rest of Jewry wi
or conversion and divorce, maj
will require a significant con
ish survival.

orthodox Jews ask, can't the
bbath as we please and eat whe
ede to them the right to defir
1f (a real one, not imaginary,

1s to comprehend the enterpris



* it out of honesty and out of
ple, and hope for our future :
end, you see, despite my disat
us all--and will never give tl

. of us to join in that ahavat



would observe that our disputatio
lely limited to the professional clas
ruly inflamed the passions of our
> affiliations tend to separate us on
1d the weekdays—some will go to
ervative synagogues and some to R
far too many, of our people go to1
This, my friends, is the great probl
nominations, must address—but tl
e gathered to discuss the differenc
1 the synagogue, and I say to yoi
ught compared with the gulf that d
ot in whatever fashion and those v
‘es, there are differences, but my tr
hey are more often a matter of haj
or, more frequently a question of
how friendly the rabbi than of any
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| as Bundists. And in every ageftl
rejected one another. Despite al
enter of the Jewish world held.

ed, moreover, that some of these
rce—and even violent—than are t
between the Mitnagdim and the
l. These antagonists did not limit
| outbursts as we do today. T
lly, denounced their opponents
nprisoned.

n more to the point, not a few tim
emists of one camp refuse to give
7 the sons and daughters of the o)
wailed, and the Jewish world ren
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1l level stand snoulder 1o snoulder
wvhen it comes to these and kir
ents and executives of rabbinic
Bernstein of the Mizrachi and I 1
>tings of the Zionist Executive; at
Department, Moshe Sherer of t
hough he may not do so in his

nains that the evolving historic
rill continue to grow, for Jewisk
o no one single person or mos
share the destiny of this people

ot to minimize our differences,

riew which obtain between Ort
r day. These differences are real
il issues as the religious divorce ai

2t Thaiwr rannat sacilir ha racnluar



vlace to segregate him from the ol
:, and they must understand how
er “posek,” still another decisor
earlier this year, that, if a Jew mu
1€ can find refuge in a church or
1e, the church is to be preferred.

1em, is it fair to ask us to remain s
th more? Can we really be exp:
nything other than an effort to ¢
of the Jewish fold? Oh, I know
i of ahavat Yisrael as a foremos
let it be recognized, convey j
does the eloquent silence from t
odox leaders.

all we say about the persistent eff
E“,ﬂ"'—hﬂﬂ.ﬂqa’l -y "L,ﬂ'\' Ll o =1 I-\\r ﬁl\ ".



[ENIICITY. 1T Uld NOl presuimme 1o t
[oly One, blessed be He, demand
le in His eyes. It did not wear arm
wield the sword to trim the bearc

mphalism must be banished from
simply achieved. I know what i
nplification of more Orthodox voi
‘and Emanuel Rackman and Eliez
>n is in building bridges, not citadt
em strengthen their hand, vie mo
it especially to the Orthodox lail
he refreshing breeze of dialogue :

rarnestly dialogue, building as o
humanly possible. Concretely

milmite wrharswrar faacihla



nt article in last December's issu
it, Harold Schulweis, points to
setween the Houses of Hillel anc
' respectful Jewish conflict.

two schools, “’so Harold reminds us
spect prevailed. Each informed the
itrary to the rulings of the other sch

.. And if. . . the House of Hillel we
achah fixed in agreement with its |
to the Rindness and modesty of t}
he House of Hillel studied the argu
1d even mentioned the words of Sha

that I would like now to discuss
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1 U 1OVE LIICIIL &1l Ne IMore. yve
draw them closer to us. We try ti
 the life of our community, in the
artner to Judaism or at least to mal
from these marriages, our childre
turn—ledor vador—will, in fact, |
stiny of this people Israel. We t
e believe that this course in no
ind that it is more in harmony w
as it is exemplified in the cha:s
: to his rebbe with the plaint th
hould I do," he asked in his desp:
n all the more!"

1atter of patrilineal descent. I am
vith what is involved here, but, ju
brief explanation: ﬁs you know, f
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mit those who participate in them,
Jewish life.

rading toward a positive and exc
1clude entry into the Covenant (Ber
a Hebrew name, Torah study, Bar «
bbalat Torah (Confirmation). For
1iming Jewish identity, other pu
may be added or substituted after
bi.

ve truly are “machmirim,” more s
spect that genealogy alone does
»wish identity, not even if the 1
s needed. Jewishness cannot be tr
es. It must be expressed in so1

rament in Tewieh life and the wn



YEI NEr cnuarcn were rcchonea
1 was a Jew. Indeed, even unto thi
blessed with the blessing that
1asseh, and this even though thei
o worshiped the sun in the he

airo.

erature, evidence of the patriline
fest. It invokes the God of our fat
summoned to the Torah by our
ve live by zechut avot, by the me
a non-Jew is converted to Judaismr
1e is designated as a son or daugl

nt of all, both the Torah and rabb
zly dominant in matters affecting
. kohen or a levi depends on the
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onsibility to remember the six milli
—to remember them, not as a deta
n principle, abhors extermination,
ental level, where the soul of the wi

call when I first came to understanc
was to be considered nothing more
when I tried to answer for myself t}
would make if Hitler came again, ti
lefinition of a Jew in rounding up h
ind the camps. But at some point ov
t, where my father’s faith—or more
: an issue, I would without reserva
v

fectively bestowed on myself all of i
er of an oppressed group with none «
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LI 1uvallve 1l s ucClslons. 111
:ly more congruent.

1, do I wish that ever more Orthoc
prepared to admit what is manife
: of more than one interpretatio:
most authentic is the one that ref]
orah, but its heart.

s I began with the assertion of o
ed and will continue to persist, pl
We allowed for such diversity ev
red and embattled. Shall we not «
uch more secure? We have beco.
down into conformity for survivi
te and to evolve. Indeed, we must

n creative continuity. Let us there
10te us In our manv-snlendared



wish people and its future.
= the question of conversion
'y —— of proper gittin (divore
jluent adultery and the ble
tld give us no rest. The non-
irtion of the Jewish people wi
'rendous to contemplate —— and
leat our fragile unity, su
'epair.
time, we have to Tetain a h

iions. Samuel Goldwyn used t



an afford to dispense with hi;
are too critical to permit us

of the old "interfaith" m
d for light, and good fello
t is too late for that k
8 a given that we must relate
raternity. Now we must als
«h other. And, as the great
housand years ago in the Int

in analyzing the causes o

truth is bitter and distresai



ias been used in a variety of
. and the Diaspora, so that I
it. Moreover, my perplexity
iralism" to the rank of a sacr
wl, and whenever an idea is
1es so enmeshed in emotions an
that it is exceedingly diffie
critically. Sacred cows, 1
one astray.

| say what kinds of pluralism



iCeLus. A pPLUra.Ll1lsm wihlicln acce
)t pluralism, but the kind of
L, to spiritual nihilism.

i kosher. If "Torah" has an i
ve would say in Yiddish, "es h
1a8 no face at all, no value,
 Talmud's comment on the disg
1d the House of Shammai, that
th of these and these are the
irtunately, this profound sta

| into a slogan by ignoring th



jeen a great deal of talk
jout Orthodox rabbis grantin
1 non=Orthodox rabbis, and th
1 to know who authorized the f
;jion. So heated has the d
'sonal and political passions
i1lysis has become virtually im
1ake any headway unless we sto
yur collective egos from the i

1er and then argue calmly and
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I would be glad to oblige %
)rtant that you be recognized
: we each know where the other
m the truly critical issues o
1ise and three categories:

» is that Orthodox Judaism
. transcendent vision, to a B
fision inecludes the revelation
of life, formulated in terms

ve accept as authoritative.



Functional validity

Spiritual dignity

Jewish legitimacy
dox rabbis consider those mov:
1 Halakhah as heretical, 1
X rabbis any credibility as 1«
e8.
der this an egregious error.
ries, no matter how cherished
nservative, and Reconstructior

umerous in their official meml
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God, if +they . endeavor tc
1eir faith in a consistent mar
le. In this sense, they are
> may attain such spiritual di
aith is not genuinely felt anc
their conduct conform with 1
all camps, and should be res
ir labels. And sincerely de:

serve the admiration of all.

functional validity nor spiri



L morass by saying: acceptan
pligatory, as the holy and nc
law and not just someting to
ing poliey.

sider myself a brother to all
ether with them I seek the v
annot, in the name of such ur
what every fiber of my being
o8t sacred precepts of the Tor
any vigion of the truth

And so doe= the Torah commi
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iilons of learning, to support
i0 follow, to entrust their ¢
3 for instruction.

)f which I heartily approve.
privilege, and have no ar

je of unity. But the rest of

unfortunately, I simply cann

¥ of Zion, "I may critize thei
lon or their interpretations c
ydged to recognize their auth
lr marriages, their divorc

mat T manmnat ramadn a Halalrhda



\y with slogans and buzz-words
.nd of "mutual legitimation" t
.ence to integrity.

! vein, it calls upon us to ac
id "functional validity" and,
[

re have not always been as fo
tht have hoped. We have not

| openness. For too long we

-gument, and have often evok

. Indeed, in recent months the



r to develop common policy whe
ing where not. In addition -
es now exist, there is a net¢
ip to consult personally and
we are about without the neet
atements.

oint: In facing the future -
rkampf taking place in Israel
dopting a hands-off policy wi-

not constitute an immediat
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{ most areas. There may
1 relationship, but neither i:
1 communication.

ersity is, in many ways, a |
o better than Rabbi Soloveitc!
- learning and Western culture
nts spend half a day plumbing
ntensively than any other goos
© 8tudy the sciences and human:

m any quality university. I



8 that do warrant major conce
‘e onenesas of our people —
» is a Jew,"and that of get, t
iarriage is considered arayot,
mzerim, illegitimate and hen
;es or other mamzerim.

n/identity issue is the lesse
rersible. If Orthodox and C
ygnize a non-halakhic conver

the person involved can later



the order of a hundred thousar
atrilineal reaﬁlutiun of just
rave.
5> be dispassionate about the i
Reform group we must do so.
eaps are not undertaken by =
need and motivation. Ye
ffects on the rest of world Je
hrough properly, as I shall 1

roups would be well advised tc
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ainfully reminiscent of an an
point in the history of Weste
tude of the Tannaim, the Fat

As long as Christians were d
igarded as the Messiah, but o
ty) inviolable, they were reg
tes, but still Jews. It wa
lon the halakhic standards for
‘ed that effectively one could
.on, that they were regarded b

|«



ires of all half Jews, whethe:
Jewish parent, that their

gh appropriate and timely pub!
with the Jewish faith and pec
ish mother and non-Jewish fa’
wish by Reform standards if tli

ubliec formal acts,” but will 1

Paradoxically, Orthodoxy -
of "reading Jews out" -

h a child, whereas Reform wil.
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8t weil du must —- "you can b

: of potential mamzerim and qu
. 1t was 30 years ago, that w
Tom & major successful effort
riticized by extremist elemen
must.

© efforts came to grief becaus
., and because they tied thei
and organizations. Thus, ¢
scipline caused the plan t

Yy felt it could not deliver o



of all groups who subscribe
its deputized batei din.  He
al or near-universal acceptanc
who do not subscribe to it wi
pective converta or marriag
-- of such wide approbation.
e a suggestion by Dr. David Be
ity's FPaculty, that all groups

eful as it may seem, encouragi
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in, a broader-based committee
g the referring. rabbi or his
that the halakhic act is enfo

true that such dayyanim will
nity. But three things shoul
i A be serving as indiv
" organized Orthodoxy.

¥ well include non-Orthodox a
Boaz Cohen comes to mind.

Rav and the HCA. I too acce



civil and domestic branches o:
t with special courses to sel
with a large and heterogeneouw
ficant details that have yet
a 1is found attractive, we
» I caution that this is only
. panacea.

t be easy to set up such a N..
ues will not go along becau
non-Orthodox rabbis. (I hawv

arlier.) But they shall have
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1 ZAIT KIDDULE, OTELLY - Luscr valik.

The last cow of Kfar Ezion was
struck by a shell and killed. Since it
was not properly slaughtered, the
people at Kfar Ezion could not eat
it. But, it was the last cow, and it
would have been terrible to waste
the meat, so they sent it over to
Revadim. Revadim voted to stand
shoulder to shoulder with Kfar
Etzion and did not eat any food
their brothers and sisters in battle
could not eat.

The third version of the story
appeared this week in the Cleveland
Jewish News. Rabbi Susan E. Berman
tells the following story: “'Last week,
I went to Israel for three days . . . as
part of what was officially called The
Rabbis Special Conference on Tourism.
The rabbis made me feel both proud
and grateful that I, too, am a rabbi.
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