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Rabbi Ba lfour Brickner 
Stephen / ise Free Synagogue 
30 West 68th Street 
New York, Ne\v York 10023 

Dear Balfour: 

September 20, 1983 

Thank you for sharing \-Jith me the item on the Washington march which 
will appear in your Bulletin. I thank you for writing as you did, 
for sharing background on the Union 1 s participation with members of 
your congregation, and for equating all of this to the usual question -
what does the Union do for us? I am truly grateful for your support. 

By the way, I don't knO\'I if it came to your attention, but at the 
very last minute - indeed, Friday night - B' nai Br ith a lso added its 
name to the supporters of the march. 

Edie has told me that the Holjday services were magnificent. But you 
should know that Rhea did not recognize you in the Times, I believe it 
was the g lasses, perhaps it was the talit? 

Hi t h fondest regards from house to house, am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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'OF ALL THit«;S ... 

The American-Jewish community owes the national Reform Jewish C0111munity a 

debt of gratitude which it will probably never offer, 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations was practically the first, and 

until the days immediately prior to the actual day, almost the only Jewish or

ganization publicly endorsing and supporting the August 27th Twentieth Anniversary 

of the March on Washington. Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the UAHC, 

was one of the convenors. The Jewish War Veterans, which had earlier endorsed 

the March, later repudiated its stand. To my knowledge they never returned even 

after it became "safe" to do so. Courage brothers! The New Jewish Agenda also 

joined early in sponsorship. I liked what they said. "Our agenda will be 

determined by our ethics, not by our enemies. 11 The American Jewish Congress 

added their name ten days before the March. 

It was the UAHC which, as a result of arduous negotiations with Coretta King 

and Rep. Walter Fauntroy, co-chairs of the day, extracted promises from them to 

keep anti-Israel and pro-Palestinian rhetoric and placards out of the day's events. 

That promise was kept. As a result, the nation and the world was not exposed to 

that ugliness. 

When first approached to become co-sponsors, most Jewish organizations either 

refused to endorse or "ducked, bobbed and weaved" their way around granting their 

support. Some even went so far as to use: as an excuse, the fact that the March 

was being held on Shabbat. What hypocrisy. For years, most of those same or

ganizations have been holding business sessions and conventions on Shabbat. 

It was the UAHC which, by its courageous action, by refusing to knuckle under 

to jewish organizational pressure, not only gave the Jewish community visibility 

at the March (Rabbi Schindler delivered the closing prayer) but also preserved 

what is left of the Black-Jewish relationship in this country. It further 
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preserved the visibility of an American-Jewish community's pre&ence in the civil 

rights community. Al Vorspan, vice president of the UABC and director of its 

Social Action Commission, asked the right -questions: 

" .•• will Jewish groups ever again be able to be a part of broad

based coalitions if we require ·a 100 percent .certified kosher 

rating for every .organization in the coalition? Ay,e we ,painting 

-ourselves into a corner of irrelevance in American life? And vhat 

int~rest does our splendid isolation serve?" 

Another reason why it is important to have and t:o aupport the national arm 

of our Reform movement--the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Now you 

know why we ask you for the additional 12% of your du-es. We send it to the UAHC. 

BB 



Mr. Nathan Perlmutter, 
National Director 
Anti-Defamation League 
of B1 nai Brith 
823 United Nations Plaza 
tlew York, New York 10017 

Dear !late: 

September 20, 1983 

Many thanks for the information on Be 11 ecourt. I am grateful to 
you for sharing this data with me. 

\/ith best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Nathan Perlmutter 
National Director 

823 United Nations Plaza 
New York, N.Y.10017 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

September 13 , 1983 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

The man whose name you gave me turns out to be one Vernon Bellecourt . 
I thought you would be interes ted in the following : 

Bellecourt , who is now 52, was National Director of the American 
Indian Movement in the early 1970 ' s . In 19 72 , our Denver office 
issued a protest directly to him after he used a University of 
Denver classroom as a forum for arguing that aid sent by U. S . to 
Israel should go to American Indians. 

Bellecourt was arrested in Chicago in 1973 after returning from a 
fundraising trip to Europe and charged with conspiracy t o incite a 
riot in the Wounded Knee uprising which took place earlier that year . 
When a judge in Illinois set his bail at $100 ,000 , Jesse J ackson 
sprang to Belle court ' s defense as did the leader of the Chicago Peace 
Council and the Chairman of the Illinois Communist Part y . 

AIM itself has been of concern to us for its participation in anti
Israel rallies and involvements with pro- PLO groups . One of its 
spokesmen, Russell Means , has talked about " Zioni st control of the 
media" and has referred to Zionism as "a racist entity." The organ
ization has openly sought Arab money and Newsweek reported t his year 
that AIM ' s leaders had met with Col. Kh addafi 

With all the very best and good wishes for the New Year , 

Cordia./. 

b 
NP :mat 



Richard Cohen Associates / 30 East 60th Street / New York, NY 10022 

.Alex: 

Here's the op-ed piece as submitted to The Times. 

Thought this material mig~t' .... 
of interest to you. Any com 
would be most welcome. 

Richard Cohen 



., 
Cantact: Richard Cohen 

(212) 758-6969 

WHY WE'RE MARCHING 

By Alexander M. Schindler 

y 
The partnership of blacks and Jews that helped to forge the civil rights movement 

20 years ago has been strained in recent years by differences over affirmative action, 

busing and the Middle East, among oth~r issues. As a major step toward restoring this 

somewhat raveled coalition, Jewish organizations were invited to take · part in the 20th 

anniversary commemoration on August 27 of Dr. Martin Luther King's celebrated March on 

Washington. 

There seemed no reason not to participate. The theme of the event was "Jobs, 

Peace and Freedom." We' re for them. Leading supporters of the March included the AFL

CIO, National Education Association, United Auto Workers, United Churches of Christ 

and others. A fine coalition. 

But there were troubling aspects as well. Among the organizers were black leaders 

who had visited with PLO chairman Yasir Arafat; one of them had em.braced the terrorist 

chieftain and sang together with him, "We Shall Overcome." Among the conveners 

was a former . United States Senator, active in Arab-American -affairs, who has made no 

secret of his anti-Israel views. An early version of the foreign policy paper to be 

issued by the March criticized "massive U.S. arms exports" to the Middle East -- and 

thus, by implication, to Israel. One draft position paper called for direct 

negotiations between Israel and the PLO. Another criticized American refusal to 

talk to the PLO. At the same time, reports from around the country indicated that 

anti-Israel -- perhaps anti-Semitic--slogans might appear on placards carried by 

left-wing elements that had jumped on the parade bandwagon to exploit this historic 

anniversary for their own purposes. 

(more) 

•, 
i, 
J 
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Given these fears, Jewish organizations were faced with a dilemma: Take part in 

the event, try to shore up the civil rights coalition and seek to keep the March on 

target, or stay out and risk further damage to already-weakened black-Jewish relations and 

to the unity of the stru_ggle for racial justice. There was a further dilemma: Stay in 

and seek to exert our influence with our friends and allies in the civil rights move

ment, or abandon the field to Third World ideologues and let the coalition fall, by 

default, into anti-Israel · hands. 

Most Jewish organizations dropped out, chargini that the views of some of those 

associated with the event betrayed the spirit of the 1963 March. We at the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations stayed in. We did so because we want to remain part of the 

struggle for racial equality in the spirit of coalition and cooperation forged by 

Dr. King. We do .• not want that spirit to die and that coalition to become a half-

remembered relic of an earlier age. 

So we conducted frank discussions with the March leadership, making clear that 

we would disengage from the commemoration if it became apparent that responsible and 

moderate groups could not control dissident elements. 

The leaders of the March were sensitive to our concerns and cognizant of the 

danger of diverting the event from its main purpose. The policy paper will speak 

of peace but offer no specific strategy for achieving that goal. There will be no 

criticism of U.S. military aid to Israel but rather a call for "on-going, construc

tive dialogue" among the parties -- a call that Israel itself has made since the day 

it declared its independence 35 years ago. 

The co-chairpersons also gave assurances that they will make every effort, 

including giving specific instructions to the marshalls, to insure that pla~ards and 

banners in the line of march are in keeping with the theme of jobs, peace and freedom. 

And they declared that if divisive acts or statements are made -- anti-Israel, anti

Semitic or defamatory to any group in the coalition -- the co-chairpersons will publicly 

disavow them as inconsistent with the spirit of the event. 

(more) 
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I am proud that the movement of Reform Judaism will take its place among the 

hundreds of thousands of Americans of every race and religion and walk of life who 

will be marching together in Washington on August 27, and that the American 

Jewish Congress will also take part. Our presence will be consonant with the highest 

moral and ethical values of the Jewish tradition. It will be in keeping with our 

devotion to the security and dignity of Israel and its people. And it will express our 

support of the goal that Mrs. Coretta Scott King and Walter Fauntroy expressed so 

elocu~n~ly in a l~tter to us earl~~r th~s n~n~h . 

"The- Twentieth Anniversary March on Washington," they wrote, "affords us an 

opportunity for reconciliation, for healing, for locking arms and for struggling 

together until the last battle is won and we can stand together and shout, 'Free 

at last, free at last, thank God Almighty, we're free at last."' 

8/18/83 X X X 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler is president ·of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 



Atlanta Jewish Federation 
1753 Peachtree Road, Northeast/ Atlanta, Georgia 30309 / 404-873-166 l 

August 17, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The Atlanta Jewish Federation wishes to express its appreciation to 
representatives of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations who 
have worked so diligently with the leadership of the upcoming March 
on Washington. Our understanding of conununity relations assumes that 
every effort should be made by local and national agencies to main
tain positive contact with many diverse elements in the community. 
Your willingness to work with the leadership of the Anniversary March 
in order to make possible participation by Jewish organizations and 
individuals is an example of Jewish community relations work at its 
highest level. 

All too often, out of noble motivation to protect the Jewish community 
and its concerns, we are quick to condemn the actions and statements 
of other groups. However, persistent and positive interaction demon
strated by your organization indicates that we can be active partici
pants in a large range of activities and issues if we take the time 
to work with our friends and communicate to them our concerns and 
alternative solutions to problems which we face . 

Fortunately, the Jewish community is not monolithic so that you, 
together with the American Jewish Congress, have been able to demonstrate 
Jewish concern and willingness to participate in this most important 
activity. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the statement issued by the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation calling for a memorial activity prior to the March 
and a reaffirmation of our community's commitment to the ideals reflected 
by Dr . Martin Luther King, Jr . 

Once again we are most respectful and appreciative of the work, time and 
effort which you and your leadership spent on this issue . We believe it 
has been quite constructive. &: 

7 cerely, , ~ 

MCG:o M~ ds ein 
enclosure President 
cc: Rabbi David Saperstein 

Albert Chemin 

PRESIDENT-Dt%JBRthl-~. ~'fJ ~~in/FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT-Gerald H. Cohen/VICE-PRESIDENTS-Henry 
Birnbrey, Betty R. Jacobson/TREASURER-Mark Lichtenstein/ ASSISTANT TREASURER-Dr. Charles M. 
Rosenberg/SECRETARY-Dr. Fred N. Katz/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-David I. Sarnat 
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STATEMENT AND INVITATION 

"With This Faith We Will Be Able to Hew Out of the Mountain of Despair 
A Stone of Hope." - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The faith remains; the dream endures·. Our cornrni tment to hew out of a mountain 
of despair our stone of hope is firm for all of us who have learned from Martin 
Luther King, Jr. that the work of civil and hlll'llan rights is an ongoing labor of 
dedication and love. The 20th Anniversary of the March on Washington will be a . 
symbol of our reaffirmation of this moral task. 

We must continue to focus on Dr. King's dream, "One day (to) live in a nation 
where (we) will not be judged by the color of our skin but the content of our 
character." We continue to stand with our brothers and sisters, black and 
white, Jew and gentile, in order to make the dream a vibrant reality. We are 
equal in our resolve against thos·e who would compromise the dream, dilute the 
vision, or support evil and tyranny of any kind. 

We strongly support the goals of Jobs, Peace, Freedom, and Civil Rights as 
an important part of our nation's unfinished agenda. We pledge to work 
togeth.er for th.eir realization. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the marchers with whom we share a deep 
reverence for the ideals of Dr. King. Because the event will take place on 
the Jewish Sabbath, many in our -community will be unable to participate. 
However, in a spirit of unity, we will connnemorate the -20th Anniversary of 
the March on Was·hington at a memorial gathering, Thursday> August 25th, 
10:00 AM at the tomb of Dr. King. We reaffirm our pledge to pursue the 
vision s.o that, as Dr. King said, quoting the prophet Isaiah, "the rough 
places will be smooth and the crooked places straight, and the glory of the 
Lord s·hall be revealed." 

Rabbi Donald Peterman 
Chairman 
Atlanta Rabbinic Assnciation 

Marvin C. Goldstein 
President 
Atlanta Jewish Federation 
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Mr. Sidney J. Brown 
6158 Greenbelt Road 
Beltway Plaza Mall 
Greenbelt, MO 20770 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

August 22, 1983 

Thank you for your candor In sharing your thoughts tn regard to the UAHC's 
participation tn the forthcoming March on Washington. The decision to be 
a part of this very special anniversary event was made by the Officers and 
Board of Trustees of the UAHC. They discussed the situation fully last May 
and have been kept apprised of events regularly. In fact, the enclosed 
malling was sent off Just last week. 

The civil rights coalition ts Important to us. Through It, Black legisla
tors continue to support us on Israel and Soviet Jewry.to an extent even 
greater -- would you believe It -- than Jewish eongresspersons and Senators. 
We can't let a few bad Jackson's drive us out of the coalityw. 

By remaining tn the coalition, we were able to stop anti-Israel statements 
from appearing in the event's legislative packages. And we kept Aburezk and 
his gang from taking over the Black movement. 

In other words, which policy advances Jewish interests more? The easy road 
of ranting against the March, or the more serious effort to protect Jewish 
Interests by staying in? 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of .American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

J. 
q},unGdt, o!la,!/and 20770 

August 16, 1983 

Once again I am writing you because of the disservice that you do the 
Jewish Community and Israel, in particular, when you join with leaders of the 
Black movement like Jesse Jackson and Walter Fauntroy in the Martin Luther King 
March, who have, by their words and their deeds, indicated conclusively their 
embracing of the Arab cause and their opposition to the State of Israel's goals 
which are democracy, freedom, non-discrimination and all of the tenets of our 
faith which the Bible has taught us. 

J 

The last time I wrote you, you were using the public press as a foTI1!Il for 
criticizing the State of Israel and its actions and attitudes. At that time I 
suggested that you were playing into the hands of our enemies, who are just waiting 
for statements from Jewish leaders to distort and to latch onto so that they can 
"rabble rouse" the public into believing that Judaism has different goals. 

Why do you continually provide "fodder" for cannons of those who would destroy 
us by supporting those who have shown themselves opposed to everything we believe 
in? Why do you appease our foes and why are you so solicitious of them, when in 
the final analysis, they will trample you as quickly as the six million Jews were 
destroyed by the Nazis. 

The disregard which the "March" organizers, such as James G. Abourezk, had 
for Jews is evidenced by their callous and indifferent attitude toward the fact 
that they are going to march on the Sabbath and many Jews wouldn't march on the 
Sabbath. They really didn't care. Why should you? Beware of the "Trojan Horse". 

Very_ :t: yo1y,Jr ... s...,_,_~ ....... ____ ~ 

Sidney J. Brown 
SJB:ss 
cc: .American Jewish Committ 

.American Israel Public Affairs Committee 

.American Jewish Congress 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 
Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
Conference of Presidents of Major .American Jewish Organizations 
B'nai B'rith International 
Zionist Organization of America 
The Jewish Week 



Ms. Margaret Holub 
821 East Sixth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90021 

Dear Ms. Holub: 

September 14, 1983 

I had heard about the special service which was held in Los Angeles 
in solidarity with the Washington march. As a matter of fact, Rabbi 
Thal of our Los Angele~ office gave me a lovely report. I am also 
grateful to you for writing to tell me what a very special evening 
it was. I am truly pleased to know that the service was so meaningful. 

I want to also express my thanks for your encouraging words in regard 
to the Union's leadership position in supporting th·e Washington march. 
Thank you very, very much. 

With best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

821 East Sixth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90021 
September 6, 1983 

Some of us out here on the UAHC Soc±al Action Committee 
were so pleased with the UAHC remaining in support of the 
March on Washington that we arranged a little Shabbat service 
to celebrate the decision. We planned it in conjunction 
with some of the members of the Los Angeles chapter of New 
Jewish Agenda, whose decision to stay with the March we 
likewise applauded. It was to be a small, informal service 
just something so that the day would not go completely 
unmarked here. We hoped we would have a minyan. 

Over sixty people showed up, including six or seven 
rabbis. The ruach was tremendous. People poured into 
Congregation Beth Chayim Chadashim, where the service was 
held, and they poured out their feelings of commitment and 
hope. Our sense was that if they had known about it many 
more Jews would have turned out to celebrate the day. 
Overall the feeling that morning was so positive that we 
thought you would like to know of this outpouring of 
support for the stand which you very courageously took. 

I must say that for me it lifted some of the gloom 
that I often feel in the UAHC vis a vis social justice. 
This group felt like mishpachah -- I didn't know I had so 
much in LA! I am grateful, and I think I speak for this 
large group here, that you led the UAHC to stay in support 
of the March and of Reverend King's dream. Your leadership 
is very heartening -- maybe if we all keep it up, some of the 
dream may even come true. 

A peaceful, happy new year to you. 

B'shalom, 

PU~~ 
Margaret Holub 
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Dr. Sam Brown 
Newport 11S' Apt. 4086 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

Dear Sam: 

September 16, 1983 

lloi"' lovely to hear from you. I'm glad to know that al 1 is well and 
that you continue to keep active and keep people informed about so 
many areas of Jewish interest and concern. 

I thank you for your comments about the UAHC and our participation 
in the march on Washington. In retrospect we are even more certain 
that we did the right thing by staying on as sponsors of this very 
meaningful event. I don't know if you know that at the very last 
moment B'nai B'rith joined the UAHC and the American Jewish Congress 
in support of the narch. At any rate, I thank you for your comments 
and I thank you for sharing with me the fact that you spoke at one 
of the local black congregations about the march. That is wonderful 
and I thank you for represeoting us on this occasion. 

Thank you too for the article from the Jewish Journal. I enjoyed 
reading it. 

With every good wish for the New Year, may it be blessed with good 
health, happiness and fulfillment, and with warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN R BBIS 
2 1 EAST 40th S TR EET • NEW YO RK , N Y 10 01 6 • 

OHIUKS: 

Mrs . Bernice Tannenbaum 
World Zionist Organization 
5l5 Park Avenue 
New York . New York l0022 

Dear Bernice : 

Office of1he Executive Vice l're.,iden1 • 

September l 4, l983 

I was quite surprised to see a newspaper article in which you ar e Quoted 

extensive ly as condemning the Union of Ameri can Hebrew Congr egations .for 

its participation in the Martin Luther King r ally in Washington in Augus t . 

I was sUI'prised no t so much because of t he cont ent, which was debatable 

at t he t i me, but mor e becaus e of t he abus e ?-fOU heaped on the Uni on . 

He assUI'ed that I do no t wri te as one who was invowea i n the dec i sion t o 

co-sponsor> the march. or> who was even ·i nvol vea or1.,marily later on, al -

thouah I was asked for a l ittle advice duri ng t he cour s e of the negoti a-

t 1.,ons leadina up to t he actual march i tself. .1 th1.,nk you also have a 

pr etty good idea of how I f ee l about I srael and its cri t 1.,cs and opponents . 

But you should also know that I haVP. ver y s tron~ cnmmi tmP.nts t o the r.i vil 

Hights Mnvement, as every Jew s hould, and although I beli eve that the caus e 

of civil rights was diluted by the all t oo broad spec trum of concerns adopted 

as the purposes of t he mar ch, I do t hink tha t the Ci vil Hights Movement was 

served by the occas ion. 

Having been kevt up to date on virtual ly al l of the detai ls following t he 

decision to co-sponsor and particivate, I am 1.,n a pns 1.,tion t o i nfn Y'm you 

that tne paY>ticipntinn of AlP.X Schi ndlP.Y' and t he Union of AmeY>ican Hebrew 

Congr,egatinns 1,Jas an enormous blessing to the Jewish people and in par t 1.,cu

lar_, to the State of Isra el. Had the Uni on no t been 1.,nvolved, ther e z,}ou la 

have been some veru damaging s tatements and demons trations. But because o f 

the forcefulness and deteY'/7/innhnn o f AlP.X Sch1.,ndl P.r , and +he mos t skiU -ful 

1,,ork and pP.rsistP.nce o f Davi d Saperstein of the Un1.,on staf f i n vlashi ngt on, 

the entire rally, its sponsorshi p and its effect turned out t o be utter ly 

neutral (with t he sole exception of one American .l nd1.,an fY'om Minnesota who 

was the on ly one out of over fi f t y speakers who made any r eference t o Israe l 

and that had to do wi t h Isr ael ' s pr oviding bombs and weavons to Cent ral 

Amer1.,can gover nments which are then us ed to do harm t o I ndians 1.,n thos e 

countries . ) 

W. Gunther Plaut. President 
Toronto. Ontario. Canada 

Jack Stern , Jr. . Vice President 
Scarsdale. NY 

Murray I. Rothman. Treasurer 
Newt on. MA 

Randall M Fa lk. Flecordmg Secreta, v 
Nashville TN 

Etl!o r L S tevens. Adm m1s t1a t1ve Secretary 
New York N Y 

Sidney L Regner . Executtve v ,ce P,es,dent Emefl tus 

New York, NY 

Joseph 8 . Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Eugene J. Lipman, Financia l SeC1l'ta1v 

Washing ton. DC 
Jacob n Marcus Honora ,y Presiden t 

C mc mn ;: 11 1. OH 
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September l4, l983 

MPs. Bernice Tannenbawn 

I think that Israel and the American Jewish comrnunity owe a grea t debt to 

the Union of American Hebrew Congregations for playing t hbs extremelu 

important and effectiv e role of protecting I srael 's interests . You probaoly 

didn't know about all that when you issued your statement, but Bernice, you 

could have found out by calling Alex before you did so . 

w1:th regard to the Shabbat, that certainly was a point or major concern and, 

in spite of some pressures from within the Movement, Alex was adamant about 

not participating. He did change his mind toward the end and delivered the 

c losing benediction late on Saturday afternoon. I was glad that he did so . 

During a debate on the subject at the June meeting or t he Board of Trustees 

of the UAHC, a rabbi express ed the opinion that the Union should somehow 

participate in the march because o.f pbkuach nefesh. Another raboi dbsputed 

the application of t hat principle, saying tha t no one was in danger of 

irruninent death, and that seemed to settle the mat-ter . A few weeks later , I 

was in Oakland, Calif ornia and reading the local newspaper, discovered that 

infant mortality among blacks in Oakland is twice the nwnber of white infant 

mortality . This caused me to reconsider my own agreement with the s econd 

rabbi and, although there was no other UAHC participation during the Sabbath, 

I am gra t eful to Alex for his pronouncing the benediction, albei t late 

Saturday afternoon, such par ticipation being in the highest Jewish tradition . 

Bernice, we will always find people who are critical of I srael in the many 

coalitions i n American li fe and elsewhere . But we cannot divor ce ours elves 

from American life altogether or we will become irrelevant and worse, we will 

not carry out the di stinctly Jewi sh imperative of tikkun olam. This is not 

the first time that our involvement has proved to be beneficial f or Israel 

and f or Jews by way of our being in a posi t ion to exert discipline and 

reasonableness. What came out or this particular march was far preferable 

to t he kind of anti- Israel and perhaps anti - Semitic sloganeering and vitupera

tion which almost certainly would have other>Wise resulted . 

I think that your charge of "hypocrisy II is t otally unjusti fied and frankly, 

I think that your t ying it i n with t he Soviet anti- Zionist Committee activi ty 

was so far f etched as to be di singenuous. 

I mus t also say that we really don 't need this kind of vituperation among 

us in the Jewish world . Coming especi ally from the Chair of the American 

Section of t he ~!ZO, it is even less justifiable . How we deal with our common 

enemies is certainly an appropriate subject for debate , but I would have 

preferred that this par ticular dispute had been handled on a different level . 

I wou ld not write to you thus if I did not have a high regard f or 

think that you are well aware of the esteem in which I hold you. 

feel that you deserve a candid r•esponse, privately , of course . I 

a copy of this to Alex because he has been unjustly accused and I 
defense and endors ement. 

!efy warmest good wishes to you and a hearty G'mar Tov . 

Shalom, 

you, and I 
But I r eally 
am sending 
f eel des erves 

JBG/s cc: Rabbi Alexander· M. Schindler Rabbi Jos eph B. Glaser 



Mr. Horace A. Stern 
307 S. Sterling Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19117 

Dear Horace: 

September 12, 1983 

Many thanks for your beaetiful letter in regard to the 
Union's participation in the Washngton March. I am so 
very grateful for your having taken the time to write and 
for the words of appreciation. 

The leadership of the Union is a very special group and it 
is thanks to their support and strength of purpose that we 
stood firm in our sponsorship. It was the right thing to 
do. Even in retrOSijeCt I know ft was riqht! The days of 
the March was hot a~ humid but also beautiful, peaceful, 
filled with understanding and fellowship between all peoples. 
Would that each and every day of our lives might bring such 
a feeling! 

With fondest regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

±± Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. Mary Lynn Kotz 
1211 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mary Lynn: 

September 6, 1983 

What a beautiful letter. I thank you for taking the time to write and 
share your thoughts following the Washington march. You moved me and 
I am grateful for your words of commendation. 

Rhea and I Join In sending warmest regards to you and Nick and our best 
wishes for a beautiful, happy and healthy New Vear. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

MARY LYNN KOTZ 
1211 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

September 1, 1983 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Nick and I arrived back in Washington Saturday morning to participate 

in the march. We found ourselves between Methodists and Baptists, 

unionists and environmentalists, all in a spirit of unity and brotherhood, 

reaching out to each other with a cacophony of songs and comments on the 

heat. It was hopeful. We found our way to the edge of the reflecti_ng pool, 

where we submerged our feet and sat until the last joining of hands and 

hearts in "We Shall Overcome." 

Your prayer was beautiful. More beautiful, however, was your presence 

there, showing the world that the leader of a major Jewish organization 

still has his arms outstretched to embrace the needy, to make a positive 

gesture toward deeper racial and religious understanding, and to underscore 

our hope for peace. 

That yours was a praye~ as the Sabbath sun was dropping low behind 

the Lincoln Memorial, was so fitting. It was a long day for you, taxing 

your energy beyond what even you expected, I am sure. Please know how 

important it was for you to have been there, and how we applaud you for 

participating. 

With warmest regards, 

Sincerely, 

?!f::::ztr 



Mr. lee J. Price 
The National Conference 
of Christians & Jews, Inc. 
43 West 57th Street 
New York, !Jew York 10019 

Dear Mr. Price: 

September 6, 1983 

It was thoughtful of you to send me the Religious News Bulletins 
as well as the photographs taken at th• Washington march. I am 
most grateful for your graciousness. 

It was a very meaningful and special day. And in retrospect, I 
am absolutely certain that the UAHC did the right thing by remaining 
on as sponsors of this important event. 

With all good wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,,n,N 
.m,il'? 

.n r.,,;, .n r., 
i1i''ir.,N:i 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AV ENU E. N EW YORK.NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES. UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

LESSONS OF THE MARCH 

By Albert Vorspan 

For Immediate Release 

Vice President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

American Jews were among the most avid readers of newspaper accounts of the March 

on Washington, a massive, peaceful, orderly and historic event. What happened -- and 

didn't happen -- vindicated the faith and justified the risks that were taken by the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, American Jewish Congress and B'nai B'rith in 

publicly supporting the March. 

What lessons may be drawn from this experience? Here are six: 

1. The significance of Jewish participation l ies in t he maintenance of black-Jewish 

cooperation in coalitions for human rights and social justice and in the avoidance of what 

would have been a genuine tragedy: a total rupture between the Jewish community and 

American blacks. 

2. As a result of this participation and the agreements patiently and carefully nego

tiated with the leadership of the March, great sensitivity was shown to Jewish concerns -

especially on Israel. Most important, the understandings achieved were fully respected. 

None of the major speakers exploited the Middle East. Even Senator Abourezk did not 

attack Israel. Jesse Jackson did not refer to the Middle East at all. 

3. There is no question that the leaders of the March were grateful for our partici

pation, that Jews belonged in the coalition and that we succeeded in raising the con

sciousness of the leaders to the issues that we felt most important. It is also clear 

that if the entire Jewish community had boycotted this event, the March leadership would 

have been subject to powerful pressures from anti-Israel forces. In that vast panorama 

(more) 
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of concerned Americans, with some 250,000 representatives of diverse causes from the 

environment to gay rights, I personally did not see or hear about even one hostile sign 

or placard. There may have been some, but if so they were very few and very far between. 

4. Jewish visible participation was minimal, particularly because of the Sabbath, 

but Rabbi Alexander Schindler &ave thebenedictionnear the close of the March. It was a 

beautiful, poetic prayer. The night before the March, a special service was held in Wash

ington's Temple Sinai in which the NAACP's Ben Hooks and Mrs. Coretta Scott King spoke, 

along with Rabbi Schindler and representatives of the American Jewish Congress and B'nai 

B'rith. It was an evening of friendship, mutual respect, cooperation -- and love. 

5. Robert Lipshutz, a past president of the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation in Atlanta 

and former White House counsel in the Carter Administration, played a vital role in the 

negotiations that kept the alliance on track. The American Jewish community owes 

him a great debt of gratitude for his role in bringing the black and Jewish communities 

together. Rabbi David Saperstein, director of Reform Judaism'sReligiousAction Center 

in Washington, did a superb job in defending Jewish interests in this high-pressure situa

tion. 

6. It is clear from the personal statements made to Rabbi Schindler, to Rabbi Saper

stein and to me by black, Hispanic, women and labor leaders that Jewish participation in 

the March despite much controversy -- created invaluable opportunities for renewing 

relattionsips and deepening cooperation in common causes. The alternative would have been 

worsening isolation, with harmful repercussions for community relations locally as well 

as nationally, and with great damage to the cause of Israel, of Soviet Jewry and other 

deeply-felt Jewish concerns. We were all glad that we were there and gratified that it 

went so well. 

9/83 

AJP 

# # # 
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August 31, 1983 

Mrs. Bernice S. Tannenbaum, Chairman 
World Zionist Organization 8 
American Section, Inc. 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Bernice: 

Thank you for your letter of ~•t 23. I rt11ret that I spoke harshly to 
you over the telephone. but I was ..ch provoked. You know me well enough 
to know that I do not Ind being attackjd; In fact, I _,.,. relish It -
provided the discourse la on a d.,_t plane. If It Is not, and eo11es fr0111 
people I respect, I brl tie, as I did when I read your release. 

Since you do not see11 to understand the reasons for my anger, let me give 
them to you calmly, and thereafter let us consider the matter closed: 

a/ While you may not have lntend•d to single out the UAHC for obloquy, this 
Is how I read It, and more to the point this I tlb9 the Anglo-Jewish editors 
around the country read It. Your stat•ent was given tbe following caption: 
11UAHC Is Assailed on Joining Karch1 t ... Ja,lsh Week, August 12, 1983). 

b/ Your cond•natlon of the march was entirely too sweeping and hence un-
fair. Of the 710 organizational and ce1111Mtnal convenors, only two or three 
could be labeled as questionable, frm our point of view. The rest of the 
marchers approached the canmemoratfon with earnestness and In the fullest 
harmony wlh the spirit of the 1963 march. The roster of those participating 
contained the nanes of 10111• of Israel's staunchest supporters on the American 
scene -- and I am not speaking of Jewish organizations now, but of the organiza
tions like the AFL-CIO, the NEA, the UAW, and, fundM1entallst church groups whom 
Begin embraced In other arenas. What purpose of ours do we serve If we label 
than all as our enanrles? 

c/ Tour words alolated the propeletles of rational discourse. I don't think 
you realize what you did say, but please re-read your I Ines: "As a Zionist, 
I am outraged by the hfpocrlsyof those who march for social Justice while 
their fraternity brothers In Moscow have Just concocted yhe Soviet anti-Zionist 
etc ... 11 Come now, Reform Jews are C0111tunlsts? The American labor leaders are 
Conaunlst stooges? The UAW and the Southern Baptists have been penetrated by 
KGB agents? That's Irresponsible slander scarcely worthy of your usual high 
standards. • 



Mrs. Bernice S. Tannenbaum 
August 31, 1983 
Page -2-

As things transpired, our participation was fully vindicated. The 1983 
march was massive, peaceful, orderly and historic. The crucial point Is 
that, as a result of our participation and agreements patiently and care¥-
fu11y negotiated with the leadership of the March, there was great sensi-
tivity shown to our particular concerns, especially Israel, and the under
standings achieved were fully respected. None of the major speakers explotted 
the Middle East. Even Senator Abourezk did not attack Israel and Jesse Jackson 
did not refer to the Middle East at all. There is no question the leaders were 
grateful for our participation, that Jews belonged tn the coalition and that we 
succeeded in raising the consciousness of the leaders to our conerns. There is 
very little doubt that tf the entire Jewish cormn.inity had boycotted this event, 
the •arch leadership would have been subject to powerful pressure from those 
whose views we oppose;;the predictable result would have been anti-Israel and 
anti-Jewish anger. As It was, In that vast panorama of concerned Americans 
with a wide coalltion representing diverse causes, I personally did not see 
or hear about even one hostl sign or placard. 

I see no reason why this issue should becloud our friendship. Friendship builds 
on honest eornmuntcatlon. 

bee: Richard Cohen 
Albert Vorspan 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

S15 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

l'Laz.i 2-0600 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

August 23, 1983 

I am still shocked and hurt by your abrupt telephone call. You 
perenptorily ordered rre to listen and not speak until you finished 
your staterrent, and them hung up before I could respond. I did not 
expect this harsh behavior from a respected colleague and friend, and 
I believe you owe rre an apology. 

There is one point you raised for which I am sorry, i.e. that I 
did not speak to you prior to issuing a staterrent. It v.ould have been 
useful to know your rrotivations for joining the march. 

Now as to substance ... It was absolutely not rey intention to have 

Cable Address: JEVAGENCY 

rey staterrent on the August 27th march upset you or the UAHC. I have the 
highest esteem for you as a leader, not only of Reform Jewry, but indeed, 
of K'lal Yisrael; as a rrost valuable rrember of our American Section of the 
WJrld Zionist Executive; as a person of integrity whose opinions and 
insights I fully respect, even when -- as in this instance -- there is 
disagreerrent between us. I assure you that such inevitable differences of 
opinion and/or attitude in no way irrpugns rey high regard for you. 

There was not the slightest attenpt or intention to disparage, nor, 
in rey considered opinion, was there any disparagerrent of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations in rey staterrent to the press regarding the March on 
Washington. The participation of Dr. Joseph Lowery and Rep. Walter Fauntroy 
as leaders -- rren who are on record as having made pro-PID and anti-Israel 
staterrents, and the inclusion as sponsors of Rev. Jesse Jackson and forrrer 
Senator Janes Abourezk -- rren who have been associated with anti-Israel 
declarations -- was the basis for rey valid comrrent that this is '' strange 
corrpany" to be marching with, and that is just what I said. 

In addition to the alx>ve, I note the participation in the March of 
a number of organizations who are clearly affiliated with the Corcmunist Party 
and who have publicly endorsed the PID position. Arrong these are: the People's 
School for Marxist Studies; Jewish Affairs, a publication of the Corcmunist 
Party; the United States Peace Council; Pax-Orristi; WOrren for Radical and 
Economic Equality; and the National Alliance against Racial and Political 
Repression. 



WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

S15 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N . Y. 10022 

l'laz.i 2-0600 Cable Address: JEVAGENCY 
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My criticism was targeted specifically at these people and groups, 
not at the UAHC, and I regret that you have interpreted it otherwise. 
Our study of the participating groups at that t.irre revealed that the 
only Jewish organizations, either participating in or endorsing the March, 
to be UAHC, the New Jewish Agenda, and the Corrmunity Relations Councils 
of Philadelphia and Rochester. 

After my article appeared, the Arrerican Jewish Congress, whose 
President in 1963, Rabbi Joachim Prinz, was a major participant with 
Martin Luther King, Jr. , decided to participate and the reassuring 
staterrents of the conveners v-Bre publicized. 

I believe the facts as stated above, clearly indicate there was no 
intention on my part to denigrate the UAHC. 

Let us hope that this issue will not becloud our friendship and 
respect for one another. 

Sinrerely, 

~<' s ·7id,~~ 

Bernire S. Tannenbaum 
Chairman 

P.S. This is a personal letter to you and is oot for publication or 
dissemination. 
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Chairman 
Harris Gilbert 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Associa~ Director 
Rabb, David Saperstein 

• 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDU CA TORS 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OF CANTORS 

ASSOCIATION OF REFORM 
ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

C,onmi.ssion on Social Action 
UAHC Board of Trustees 
UAHC Regional Directors 

Albert Vorspan 

August 30, 1983 

C.ONCLUDING REPORT ON MARCH ON WASHINGIDN 

You have all read the press and watched television, and you know 
that the March on Washington was massive, peaceful, orderly and 
historic. The purpose of this meroo is to add some infonnation 
and CotlllElts from the UAHC perspective and to indicate that events 
have vindicated our faith and justified whatever risks we ran. 

1. The significance of our participation lies in the maintenance 
of black-Jewish cooperation in coalitions for human rights and so
cial justice. Even mre, perhaps, it lies in the avoidance of 
'What would have been a genuine tragedy .... a total rupture between 
the Jewish ccmmmity and the minority ccmmmities in this land. 
Indeed, our presence not only made it easier for the .American 
Jewish Congress to join in, but for the B'nai B'rith, also, to 
join in at the last minute, and for representatives of some of the 
Jewish agencies which chose not to join as agencies , to partici
pate as individuals in the march and in connected events. 

2. e crucial pom • t_,_as-a-resu! o our participation 
and agree.nEnts patiently and carefully negotiated with the lead
ership of the march, there was great sensitivity shown to our 
particular concems, especially Israel, and the ,mderstandings 
achieved were fully respected. None of the major speakers ex
ploited the Middle East. Even Senator Abourezk did not attack 
Israel and Jesse Jackson did not refer to the Middle East at all. 
There is no question the leaders were grateful for our participa
tion, that Jews belonged in the coalition and that we succeeded 
in raising the consciousness of the leaders to our concems. 
There is very little doubt that, if the entire Jewish ccmnunity 
had boycotted this event, the march leadership would have been 
subject to powerful pressure from those whose views we oppose; 
the predictable result would have been anti-Israel and anti-
Jewish anger. As it was, in that vast panorama of concemed 
.Americans with a wide coalition representing diverse causes -tfr-em
tlle envirernnent-t-e-gc3¥-Xi~, I personally did not see or hear 
about even one hostile sign or placard. d of.At/ 

lf\.-<--«-.--



- 2 -

3. Jewish visible participation was nrinimal, particularly because of the Sabbath, 
but Rabbi Alexander Schindler gave the benediction. His beautiful and poetic 
prayer is attached. A special service was held at Temple Sinai on Friday evening , 
with the generous cooperation of Rabbi Eugene Lipman, in which the NAACP's Ben 
Hooks and Coretta King spoke, along with Alex and myself and representatives from 
the American Jewish Congress. 

In my remarks, I paid particular tribute to the officers of the UAHC for the cour
ageous leadership which, in the end, transcended doubts and fears and contributed 
to an historic outcome. I singled out David Saperstein, who did a remarkable job 
in defending the interests of the Jewish comnunity and the concerns of the UAHC 
in the m:>st difficult, pressurized and time consuming situation. David was ably 
assisted by Mark Kushner, one of our superb young interns at the Religious Action 
Center. 

I also expressed our deep gratitude to Bob Lipslru.tz, fonner president of the 
Hebrew Benevolent Congregation in Atlanta and White House counsel in the Carter 
administration, whose skillful negotiations (described in the attached article) 
kept the alliance on track despite severe strains. The New Jewish Agenda parti
cipated in the march with various Biblical signs , and also participated in an 
interreligious service Friday evening. 

4. It is clear from the personal statemmts made to Rabbi Schindler, to David 
Saperstein and to me by black, Hispanic, women and labor leaders that our parti
cipation - despite IID.1Ch controversy - creates valued opportunities for renewing 
relationships and deepening cooperation in corrm:m causes. The alternatives 
would have been deepening isolation, with harmful repercussions for carmm.ity re
lations in local ccmmmities as well as nationally. We were all glad that we 
were there and gratified that it went as well as it did. 

5. Harris Gilbert, chainnan of the Coomission, has convened a special meeting 
of the Executive Ccmnittee of the Coomission, to meet in Washington on September 
19, so that the Carmission can explore carefully the expanded opportunities 
which now appear to be available to us for improved dialogue and cooperation 
with-Hispanics, blacks, wcm2n and other groups in American life. 

BEST WISHES TO YOU AI.J... FOR A HEALTHY, HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR. 



20TH ANNIVERSARY -- MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
August 2?, 1983 

Closing Prayer 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

We turn to Thee in prayer, Oh God. 
We stand before Thee as one community of faith and fate. 

Though we differ in color and creed, 
We carry corronon ponvictions and our destinies intertwine. 

We are in a place endeared by sacred remembrance. 
We think of the dreamer who dreamed here his daring dream. 
His vision enthralled us, his words still haunt us. 
Yet his dream remains but a dream. 

He spoke of peace, but violence still rages. 
He spoke of freedom for his people , for a widening of their rights. 
Yet twenty years later they are still imprisoned 
In the bleak and airless dungeon of urban ghettoes. 

He envisaged an America whose bounty would be shared by everyone, 
Yet poverty persists in this Zand of plenty. 
Many go hungry and naked; 
Countless feel the shame and ostracism of need. 
It is because the few claim those blessings which should be held by all, 
Because this nation has tightened its belt 'round the necks of the poor. 

The noble dreamer was cut down, alas! 
But his dream lives on -- in our minds and souls. 
Help us, Oh God, to act on its truths. 

If we say we believe in equal opportunity, 
Give us the determination to make a full and creative life possible 

for aU people. 
If we say we believe in peace, 
Give us the courage to take . those risks required for its attainment. 
And if we say that we believe in liberty, then give us the strength 

to loosen the fetters, 
to break the bonds, 
to shatter the chains, 

Until the freedom of aU is secured. 

Amen. 
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THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 
THURSDAY. AUGUST 25. 1983 

Tom ·Teepen 

Jews, blacks avoid sundering 
It took prodigies of diplomacy to keep black and Jewish organ

iiatioos together iD their historic role as civil rights comrades-ID
arms for the 20th anniversary Marcil on Washington this Saturday. 
The diplomacy worked - but it was a near 
thin g. . 

The agreement oa a policy statement 
about the Middle F.ast. the issue wbicll had 
threatened to divide the longtime allies, was 
not formalized 11Dtil Aug. 17, less t.lwJ two 
weeu before the march date. 

Ratificatioo by tbe march's natioaal 
plannin& council on Aug. 13 followed two kt)' 
meetings July 30 and Aug. 7 at Atlanta's air• 
port between leaden of the march and repre
sentatives for the American Jewish Congrm 
and the Uiuoa of America Hebrew ConcreP
tiom. By commoo account, Mayor Andrew 
Young played a vital role as &<>-between. 
~ aoce-close :aociatioo between !llack civil-rights orp.niza

tiom ud orgamed Je"llfY !w been strained m recent years. 
Some .Jewisla leaden have opposed affirmative actiocl. rankling 

many blacb. ADd pro-Anb lobbyists have sold some black leaders on 
the propositicm that Israel is to Palt!lllinlam as Jim Crow was to 
blacis, rankling the Jewisb community. 

Jewish group1 played a major role in the origi.Dal M.arcb on 
WaskiJl&too. &t the iDterveniJlg years of temioD bad put some Jew• 
ish organiz.atiom oo ~ tllil time aroand. Tbe edginess was com
pounded by the pre,ence of former U.S. Sen. James A.booreU of 
South Dakota. representing the American-Arab Anti-OiscriminatiOD 
Committee, among the coovenen of the anniversary march. 

The worries were heightened when a march policy statement ~ 
posed U.S. arms aid and sales . to the M.iddle F.ut and to Central 
Amerio - this in the ler\'ice of the peace part of the m.arch's "jobs, 
~ and fnedcm" slogan. 

So far as the blaclt leadership was coacerned. the statement 
specified t.bole two places only because they att the current bot spots 
- Clad bas come up since - but Jewish groups saw the singling-out 

of the Mideast as a threat to Israel. whicll relies on U.S. anm while 
Syria and the Palestine Liberation Orgaruz.ation. who call for the de
struction of Israel, get huge arms shipments from the Soviet Union. 

Worst fears seemed con.finned when the march staff. apparently 
pretty much on its own. began churning out documents that struCi a 
PJ..O.~e line. The generations-old black-Jewish alliance against 
preJudice and discri.au.natlon could have been torn for good right 
there. 

But Robert Lipsliu~. former White House counsel for Jimmy 
Carter and a loogttme civil-nghts supponer, ~me in itJr ~ Ameri
can Jewish Congress and. de facto, sometimes for the Union of He
b~ Con~~tiom. Coretta Scott King actively involved herself, as 
did the march s naUOlW director, Conues,sman Walter Faunuoy (~ 
D.C.), and Joseph Lowery of the Soutbenl Christian Leaderwp Con
ference. It helped that UpsAut:. Kin& and Lowery a.re all Atlantam 

The black leadenhip, whicll has bad more experience than it 
would care to have in deciphering political code words, recognized 
that aome of the work produced for the march had drifted close to 
anu.Israeli propaganda.. Nooe of the organizers, at least ooae of the 
major ones, bad intended thaL 

A revised policy statement acknowledees divergent mws on the 
~deast wi~ the march coalition but calls. evenhandedly, for "a 
Just and lasting peace for the Palestinians, the Israelis and all other 
people iD the lifiddle East" and promotes "ongoing constnJctlve ~ 
logue between these parties." The march committee bas told its mar
abals to keep banners and placards in line with that theme. The ~ 
chairs have promised to disavow any statemen& or act that is .iocon
sistent with iL 

This allowed the Union of Hebrew Coo~atiom to hang in - it 
wa.s one of the original conveners of this anniversary marcll - and 
on Aug. 17 the American Jewish Congress endorsed the m.ardl in a 
letter to Coretta King. writing "We will not be deterred from this 
struggle' for civil rights and social justice by anyone." The letter con
cluded. ''We will walk proudly beside you and your colleagues on 
Aug. 17th as we walked proudly with Martin Luther King %0 yean 
ago." 



August 30, 1983 

His Excellency, The Israeli Ambassador 
Meir Rosenne 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Meir: 

We checked with all of our contacts In the civil rights leadership and 
the telegram from Arafat was received by no one, that is to say, none 
of the people who were really responsible for convening the march. In 
any event, the wire wasn't read. I wonder where Israeli radio heard of 
It. Is someone trying to do mischief? Possibly Arafat made an attempt 
to reach the civil rights coalition; I don't blame him for doing so, but 
the attempt 1r1as not success fu 1. 

This is precisely my point. Here Is a coalition of 710 organizations 
representing in the main the Black and Hispanic community, or approx
imately 15 to 20 percent of America's population, a sector whose polit
ical power will undoubtedly Increase in the years ahead {note It you will 
how President Reagan has fallen all over himself to reach the Hispanics). 
It is a coalition which we simply must not abandon to our enemies for 
Israel's sake. Out of the 710 organizations maybe one or two have ill
designs against Israel, the others can be retained in their loyalty to 
our cause. 

As it was, the conduct of the leadership was exemplary, not one untoward 
word was spoken, not even Jackson or Abourezk. People cam to thank me 
for my participation and to express the hope that our relations will not 
be severed. 

The American Jewish community dare not isolate itself just because there 
are one or two bad apples in such a large group, or even because some of 
the maln players here or there said something or did something we have 
taken amiss. In these instances we must act like Israel and your own For
eign Ministry which maintains contact with the African States and aids the 
African States even though none of us were pleased with how they voted 
yesterday in the U.N. or what they said in its halls or even publicly. 



Ambassador Meir Rosenne 
August 30, 1983 
Page - 2 -

Marginally noted, in this connection, you ought to know that the voting 
record of Black and Hispanic legislators In Congress on matters such as 
aid to Israel, issue affecting Soviet Jewry, In letters, resolutions, 
etc., and on anti-AWACs, measures better on AIPAC's scale than even the 
record of Jewfsh legislators. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY -- MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
August 27, 1983 

CLOSING PRAYER 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

PRESIDENT, UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

We turn to Thee in prayer, Oh God. 
We stand before Thee as one community of faith and fate. 

Though we differ in color and creed, 
we carry common convictions and our destinies intertwine. 

We are in a place endeared by sacred remembrance. 

We think of the dreamer who dreamed here his daring dream. 
His vision enthralled us, 'his words still haunt us. 
Yet his dream remains but a dream. 

He spoke of peace, but violence still rages. 

He spoke of freedom for his people, for a widening of their rights. 
Yet twenty years later they are sti l l imprisoned 

in the blea~ and airless dungeon of urban ghettos. 

He envisaged an America whose bounty 
Yet poverty persists in this land of 
Many go hungry and naked. 

would be shared by everyone. 
plenty. 

Count l ess feel the shame and ostracism of need. 
}pis because the few claim those blessings which 
.«~~7'tadersc:cof this nation hap tightened 

1 round the necks of the poor. 
The noble dreamer was cut down, alas! 
But h i s dream lives on -- in our minds and souls. 
He l p us, Oh God, to act on its truths. 

If we say we believe in equal opportunity, 

should be held by all, 
its belt 

give us the determination to make a full and creative life possible for all people. 
If we say we believe in peace, 

give us the courage to take those risks required for its attainment. 
And if we say that we believe in liberty, then give·· us the strength 

to loosen the fetters, 
to . break the bonds, 
to shatter the chains, 

until the · freedom of all is secured. 

Amen. 
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'Marcli <?.n Washington' 
Positi<1ii'Papers Revised· 
Since January, organizers of the· March on Washington have revised a proposed foreign policy paper several times in an effort to reach anaccommodation with Jewish groups that opposed certain statements concerning U.S. involvement in the Middle East. Final , language on the subject is .expected to be announced today. Follow- . '1 ing are several versions' offered thus far: . 1 • "We oppose the militarization of internal conflicts, often abetted and even encouraged by massive U.S. arms e_xports, in area,s of the _ --world such as the Middle East and Central ·America, while their basic human problems are neglected."-published in January as part of the . official "call" or agenda of the "Jobs, Peace and Freedom" march. • "After decades of hatred and bloodshed, it is' clear that there can be no peace in the Middle East without a political resolution of the conflict among Israelis, Pales~inians and the Arab states. : .. [The] U.S. should cease to be a partisan in the region and should adopt policies which are even-handed [and] use its -considerable influence .to achieve direct negotiations between Israel · and the legitimate representatives of the Pales-• tinians, including the PLO:. ·, "-part of a 2½-page policy statement drawn up July 2 by the march's peace task force. •· "The Middle East is a barometer and acid test of our nation's foreign policy .... The U.S. should use its considerable influence to achieve direct negotiations between Israel and the legitimate repre-• sentatives of the Palestinians, on a basis of mutual recognition nnd a commitment to peaceful co-existence .. ... The unilateral policy of shuttle diplomacy by the U.S, and the refusal even to talk to [the] PLO ... should be discontinued.11-part-of .a revised, two-page version drawn up at a meeting of the march co-chairs on July 30. • "Among the organizations in our -coalition, there are divergent views with regard to the Middle East. However, there is a general opJ¥)Sition to present United States policy and all recognize the Middle · East as _,:a,~/ barometer and acid test of our nation's foreign . policy .. ·.':'Towards this end the United States should have policies which contribute to a just and lasting peace for the Palestinians, the· .. Israelis, and all other people in the Middle East arid should encourage ·_. -0n-going constructive dialogue between these parties." -,-part of a two~J . ~paragraph revised versioQ agreed to at a meeting of the cp-chairs i\i:ig;f" i'~f7• . ~- ·.• .. -'. ~.· ·., _:· • :;-_· _: · ..... : : .-,. ·_.•· . .• -,· . _.· ,· . . • :- --~-,\·. :_ :{-:"$~1 >~ - ; • The final version, according 't9 march organizers,-will delet~':f,]J~?-t . _sentence sayi~~ there _is:_geneial opposition to U.~.:policy in _the~o/ -. dle East. .... -. .. ·-· .. · .. : ., .• • ·,: .. :· .,•"·,.·.:~.,.: .. _ _. _ .. • .. :.;_. •• _ .,. ,. •. . • 

·, 



archers: Let's Move Forward · .. -. . 
By Karlyn Barker 

Washlngwn Post Sta rt Writer 

With the 20th-anniversary civil 
rights "March on Washington" but 
two weeks away, its organizers yes
terday reaffirmed their support for 
the Aug. 27 gathering here and said 
they were putting aside their differ
ences on foreign policy to get behind 
the general march theme of ",Jobs, 

• Peace and Freedom." • 
Key supporters of the march, rep

resenting civil rights groups, labor 
unions, women and American ,Jews 
and Arabs, downplayed reports that 
there are any serious divisions 
among organizers, saying the broad
based coalition planning the com
memorative march remai ns intact. 
• March organizers said participants 
are coming from :32:'j cities and that 
they expect the march to attract a 
~rnwd comparable to the 2f10,000 

.•, people who attended the march in 
l9li:l. 

:·everal ,Jewish groups had heen at 
odds with march leaders in recent 
weeks over expa nsion of the march's 
t'~icus to include fo reign policy que -
tions, specifica lly ct·iticisms of U.S. 
arms shipments and involvement in 
the Middle East. Some black, Arab 
and anti-nuclear groups had pressed· 
fo r stronger language in a proposed 
fo reign policy paper being pre!>med 
by march organizers, but march 
leaders promi. ed ,Jewish groups last 

1 week they would avoid any specific 
statements about U.S. foreign policy 
anywhere in the world, including the 
Middle East. 

"Coali tion. are formed and 
strengthened by choosing consensus 

See iHt\RCII, 810, Col. l 

Cly Gerald Marti neau-The Wa.shm~ton f'o, I • 
Walter E. Fauntroy and Coretta Scott King reaffirm support for the Aug. 27 gathering. ' 

.. , ..... , , 1. , .. ,._; ___ 1_111 ,1 , ~ ! 11, 1, 11 i, 1111 r 

_lVlarchers Pt1t 

Aside Their 
J)if f erences 

.. · •.J MARCH, From Bl 
~issues: Our consensus issues are johs, 

peace and freedom," Coretta Scott 
• • King, widow of slain 1963 march 

._. leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
:.. told .a news conference yesterday. 
• \ She praised groups she said had 

'· \Vorked to resolve the conflict over· 
"·l he rilarch's foreign policy positions 

.and said she was "heartened by our 
'.ability to compromise and to reach 

• 'accord over such volatile issues as 
'the Middle East." 

Robert Lipshultz, representing 1 

" Rabbi Alexander Schindler, a march 
' convenor, said American ,Jews still 

-. support the goals of the march just 
as they did 20 years ago. But he ac-

' 1mowledged the tension that had 
grown up around some march state
ments that Jewish groups regarded 
as anti -Israel, saying he., was "very 
gratified" black leaders had agreed 
"to remove them from the agenda." 

He and D.C. Del. Walter E. Faun
troy said they were confident the 
march has the "overwhelming sup
port of the Jewish community," par
ticularly now that the foreign policy 
concerns of some Jewish group had 
been allayed. 

·Former Sen. James Abourezk, 
president of the American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee and 
another march convenor, said his 
group is mobilizing several thou. and 

, Arab-Americans to attend the march 
and that its 44 chapters have con
tributed nearly $10,000 so far to 
help finance the event. 

"We have people who have suf
fered as an ethnic group, and we feel 
the need to join with other ethnic 
groups," Abourezk said. 

Fauntroy said the march would ' 

support "the nonviolent resolution of 
conflicts . .. but not go in to specific 
detail on how that should be clone 
[because! there are some differences. 
on how to achieve these goals." 

March leaders have promised 
,Jewish groups they w!ll screen march 
placards and banner to make sure 
there aren't any anti-Semitic or anti
Israel statements, but Fauntroy did 
not . pecify yesterday what kind of 
signs might he regarded as anti
Israel. 

One group, the International 
Green Party, yesterday challenged 
the decision to opt fo r general rather 
than specific foreign policy language 
in march position papers. A group 
spokesman sa id the organization, 
which is concerned with anti-nuclear 
and environmental is. ues, plans to 
carry signs in the march specifical ly 
cri tical of I rael's "West Bank . et
tlement expansion in the Micl>lle 
East." 



• a • gan1zers onces ions 
By Karlyn Barker 

Washington Post Starr Writer 
Key or()'anizers of a 20th-anniversary civil ri ()'hts "?vlarch on Washington" moved yeste~·day to shore \ 1p ,Jewish support for ~~e event by stating they will avoid any spec1hc statements about U.S. foreign policy and publicly disavow any an~i-Semitic or anti-Israeli statements that might he made at the Aug. 27 gathering. 

' They also have promised to instruct parade marshals to screen all placards and hanners to make sure they adhere to the gener~,l march theme of "Johs, Peace and Freedom. However, the march will proceed with~ut the support of a number of major. Je\~1sh groups, as well as other key organizations including the National Urhan League. . . •·we intend to highlight in our leg1s\at1ve and official policy statements the goal of peace. We will not articulate a specific strategy for achieving it," Coretta Scott King and D.C. Del: Walter E. Fauntroy said in a letter to Rabbi Alexander M. 'chincller, president. of the Union of American Hebrew Congregat10ns. But the as urances announced yesterday . eemed only to fan the controversy that has _ prung up around the march in recent weeks. !\nd there were complaints by several groups ~vho want the march to adopt specific foreign policy stands that Fauntroy and King are makin<t concessions to ,Jewish groups that aren't b 

CORETIA SCOTf KING "We intend to highlight ... the goal of peace" 

expected to actively participate in the march anyway. 
The historic 1963 march led hy Dr. Mar-tin Luther King ,Jr. championed the goals _of johs and freedom for all Americans. Organizers of the 20th-anniversary march_ have broadened that theme to include the goal of peace in the world, and therein lies .t~e prohlem-for in trying to lay out specific peace 

concern~ and foreign policy objectives, the question of U.S. involvei:ne~t in ~he Middle East has been a major ticking poml Several national Jewish groups, including the American Jewish Committee, the Jewish War Veterans and the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, already have withdrawn their support for the march or refused to participate. . They complain march org~mzers have taken on controversial issues unrelated to , civil rights, sanctioned an agenda critical of U.S. support for Israel and opened the march to a well known critic of Israel, former Sen. James Ahourezk, who now lobbies for Arab causes. 
The expanded march theme also has cost the participation of the Niltional Urban Lea()'ue one of the nation's largest hlack civil • rights ~roups, which said this ~eek th_at ti~ening the focus of the march likely will ,1m1t its impact. . . March coordinator Donna Brazile said yesterday, however, that 715 national groups have endorsed the march and plan lo have contingents present. And she said she get~ _20 calls a day from local Jewish groups which support the event. March organizers hav_e said they expect to have at least as many, if not more, marchers as the 250,000 w~o joined the 1963 gathering. 

See MARCH, 84, Col.1 

0 V (.l 

Announce Concessions MARCH, From Bl 
Neither King, wife of the slain civil rights leader, nor Fauntroy could be reached yesterday to comment on the letter,· which differs sharply from earlier pronouncements that the march would oppose U.S. policy in the Middle East as well as in Central America and South Africa. • 

March participants have been working for weeks on position papers intended to spell out specific goals in the areas of jobs, peace and freedom. The Middle East section of the foreign policy paper, in particular, has been drafted and redrafted several times-getting shorter and more vague with each revision-in an effort to reach a consensus. 
Some of those involved in drafting the various position papers said yesterday that some organizers intentionally sought to expand the scope of the march but recognized that some Jewish and black groups would oppose going beyond the traditional civil rights goals of 20 years ago . 

"This is a new day and the issues are more complex," said Jack O'Dell of Operation PUSH, whose leader, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, is one of the co-chairs of the march. O'Dell said there had to be a multi-issue coalition because all the issues are related. O'Dell said "it's not ·news~ that blacks and Jews have plit over U.S. Middle East policy, particularly since several black leaders have visited with Palestine Liberation Organization officials in recent years. 
And he and others, including march coordinator Brazile, complained yesterday that many Jewi h groups withheld support for the expanded march from the beginning yet worked behind the scenes to pressure march leaders to tone down or eliminate any statements on the Middle East. James Zogby, executive director of the American-Arab AntiDiscrimination Committee, said yesterday that his group didn't originate the Middle East statements but did help draft com• promise language for the position paper:. 

"We didn't write the callblacks wanted a Mideast posi-

tion," Zogby said. "And it smacks of racism to say blacks shouldn't talk about foreign policy." 
Zogby charged that key leaders of the march made concessions on the language and other march issues because some ,Jewish groups, specifically the Union -of American Hebrew Congrega• tions, threatened to pull out of the march, pressure labor groups to do the same and create bad publicity for the event in the media. 

The UAHC declined to respond to Zogby's specific allegations yesterday. Rabbi David Saperstein, a codirector and counsel for the group's religious center, issued a statement saying the process of developing the position papers was "handled with integrity," resulted from an ongoing dialogue, and represented the coalition's viewpoints. Schindler, whose group represents 760 reform synagogues, said in a separate statement that he was "gratified" and "heartened" by the assurances from King and Fauntroy. "In that spirit I have accepted the invitation ... to deliver the closing benediction," said Schindler, who urged other Jews to participate in the march, which is being held on a Saturday, "in whatever way they deem appropriate to their observance of the Sahbat~." 
Hyman Bookbinder, Washington representative of the American ,Jewish Committee, aid yesterday, however, the letter to Schindler "doesn't really meet our broad objections. The organizers made a serious mistake when they moved away from the 1963 civil rights goals into complicated foreign policy questions." He said he might march as an individual, but that his group wouldn't back march pol-. icy statements it views as "too pro-Third World and antiAmerican." 

But O'Dell argued yesterday that the success of the march "al this point doesn't depend on any group that has not yet come on board ... it's not a civil right march, it' a march for job , peace and freedom, and that' who's marchin!l." 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Date Aug u s t 1 6 , 1 9 8 3 

To Members; UAHC Board of Trustees 

Copies Executive Staff 

Su~eci 'MARCH ON WASHINGTON' 

,1n'N 
fl1'1;'1'., 

110,p111J 
;"lj:l'"ml<:J 

Just to bring you up-to-date on the Washington Civil Rights 
March, I enclose herewith: 

1/ a letter from the Civil Rights Presidium containing those 
assurances on the basis of which we determined to continue our 
endorsement of this event; and 

2/ an article which I wrote explaining the Union's stance. 

There is no doubt in my mind that we made the right decision 
here. No doubt there wil 1 be some incidents at the march itself 
-- a placard or two featuring anti-Israel slogans among the thou
sands that properly focus on the march goals, nonetheless featured 
by the media and juxtaposed with our endorsement -- resulting in 
some adverse publicity. But in the long run we will have served 
our and Israel's interests. And, above all, we will have been true 
to our convictions. 

thank you for your understanding and support. 

Warm regards. 

Enc 1 . 

p . s . You wil 1 be interested to learn that t he American 
Congress has just announced t hat it wil 1 serve as 
of the March and urge its members ·to participate. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Jewish 
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PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE . N EW YORK , N.Y 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Why the Union of American Hebrew Congregations Stayed in the March on Washington 

By Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, UAHC 

Responsible Jewish leadership means staying the course to defend Jewish interests 

until our point is won --not taking the easy way out for a quick headline. 

The 20th Anniversary March on Washington is a case in point. Because some persons 

associated with the March have views on Israel that are abhorrent to us, a conflict 

developed over the wording of the statement on achieving peace in the Middle East. 

Some Jewish groups walked away from the issue and publicly condemned the March. The 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations stayed in and fought to eliminate language in 

the statement that we deemed hostile to Israel. 

We were successful. The organizers of the March responded to our concerns. And 

the civil rights movement did not fall, by default, into anti-Israel hands. 

By remaining in the coalition, we were ab1e not only to prevent any anti-Israel 

statement from being included in the program of the March but also to win assurances 

that 11 in the case where a divisive act or statment is made -- e.g., one that is anti

Israel or anti-Semitic or defamatory to any group in the coalition -- the co-chairs 
will publicly disavow such a statement, or act, as inconsistent with the spirit of 

the March and coal ition. 11 

Sensitive to our interests, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, co-chairperson of the March, 
and Walter Fauntroy, national director, also agreed that the pol icy statement on peace 

will contain 11 no specific strategy" for achieving peace -- another defeat for that 

small group in the March that sought to exploit its presence for anti-Israel purposes. 

Which policy advances Jewish interests more -- the easy road of ranting against 
the March, or the more serious effort to protect Jewish interests by staying in? I 
am proud that the UAHC acted as it did, and that the Jewish community -- rather than 
turning its back on the great struggle for civil rights and human dignity -- will be 
represented in the Twentieth Anniversary March in accordance with the highest moral 
and ethical values of the Jewish tradition and in keeping with our devotion to Israel's 
cause. 

81583 
AJP 

* 
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TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY MOBILIZATION 
FOR 

JOBS/ PEACE AND FREEDOM 
120116th Street, NW Washington, D.C. 200:56 (202) 467-6445 

Rabbi David Sapperstein 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

August 8, 1983 

2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rabbi Sapperstein, 

We appreciated the opportunity of discussing 
with you the concerns outlined in your letter of 
June 16, 1983> regarding Jewish participation in the 
Twentieth Anniversary March. Our meeting exemplified 
the belief of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that un
derstanding and cooperation between people is best 
achieved through open and honest discussion. 

We have since communicated with other co-chairs 
and conveners of the New Coalition of Conscience and 
we agree that the language of our policy papers will 
not be offensive to endorsers of this historic renewal. 
There is unanimous agreement among members of the 
coalition that peace in all parts of the world --
South Africa, the Carribbean, Northern Irelan4, Central 
America and the Middle East -- is our goal. · While we have 
an accord on this goal, we understand and respect that 
within the coalition, members may differ on the strategies 
to achieve the goal. Therefore, as we previously 
expressed, we intend to highlight in our legislative and 
official policy statements the goal of peace. We will 
not articulate a specific strategy for achieveing it. 

We will make every effort, inciuding giving specific 
instructions to our marshalls, to ensure that placards 
and banners in the line of march are in keeping with the 
theme of Jobs, Peace and Freedom. 

In the case where a divisive act or statement is 
made, e.g., one that is anti-Israel, anti-Semitic or 
defammatory to any group in the coalition, the co-chairs 
will publicly disavow such a statement or act as .. 
inconsistent with the spirit of the March and coalition. 
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Page 2 

We ~nderstand that there have been discussions between 
you and a representative of the National Council of Churches 
regarding Jewish participation in an Interfaith Service on 
Friday, August 26th. We, along with other natio·nal leaders, 
look forward to this service and we will fully publicize it 
as a major component of the Twentieth Anniver~ary events. 

It is clear to us who have shared experiences of 
oppression and discrimination, that forces exist to divide 
us. It is likely in these final days of preparation, that 
many disturbing rumors and allegations will surface. Therefore, 
we are strongly suggesting that we adhere to the following 
guidelines: 

We will immediately contact one another regarding 
disturbing rumors and allegations. 

We will assume that the only official statements 
of policy of the Twentieth Anniversary are those 
articulated by the co-chairpersons. 

In the face of our greatest challenges, we must 
maintain our historical vision of equality and justice for 
all people. There is much reconciliation that must continue 
in order for us in the days ahead, to work together for the 
common vision and dream for all Americans. The Twe·ntieth 
Anniversary March on Washington affords us an opportunity 
for reconciliation, for healing, for locking arms and for 
struggling together until the last battle is won and we can 
stand together and shout, "Free at last, free at last, 
Thank God Almighty, we're free at last." 

We look forward to having you with us during the 
Twentieth Anniversary March and Celebration. 

W~-~~ 
Honorable Walter E. 
National Director 
Twentieth Anniversary March 

On Behalf of: 

Bishop James Armstrong 
Ms. Asia Bennett 
Mr. Tony Bonilla 
Ms. Judy Goldsmith 
Archbishop James Hickey 
Dr. Benjamin Hooks 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King~ 
Co-Chairperson 
Twentieth Anniversary March 

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
Dr. Joseph Lowery 
Mr. Stevie Wonder 
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TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY MOBILIZATION 
FOR 

JOBS, PEACE AND FREEDOM 
120116th Street, NW Washington, D.C. 200:56 (202) 467-6445 

Rabbi David Sapperstein 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

August 8, 1983 

2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rabbi Sapperstein, 

We appreciated the opportunity of discussing 
with you the concerns outlined in your letter of 
June 16, 1983, regarding Jewish participation in the 
Twentieth Anniversary March. Our meeting exemplified 
the belief of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that un
derstanding and cooperation between people is best 
achieved through open and honest discussion. 

We have since communicated with other co-chairs 
and conveners of the New Coalition of Conscience and 
we agree that the language of our policy papers will 
not be offensive to endorsers of this historic renewal. 
There is unanimous agreement among members of the 
coalition that peace in all parts of the world --
South Africa, the Carribbean, Northern Ireland, Central 
America and the Middle East - - is our goal. • While we have 
an accord on this goal, we understand and respect that 
within the coalition, members may differ on the strategies 
to achieve the goal. Therefore, as we previously 
expressed, we intend to highlight in our legislative and 
official policy statements the goal of peace. We will 
not articulate a specific strategy for achieveing it. 

We will make every effort, including giving specific 
instructions to our marshalls, to ensure that placards 
and banners in the line of march are in keeping with the 
theme of Jobs, Peace and Freedom. 

In the case where a divisive act or statement is 
made, e.g., one that is anti-Israel, anti-Semitic or 
defammatory to any group in the coalition, the co-chairs 
will publicly disavow such a statement or act as .. 
inconsistent with the spirit of the March and coalition. 

.~., 
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We understand that there have been discussions between 
you and a · representative of the National Council of Churches 
regarding Jewish participation in an Interfaith Service on 
Friday, August 26th. We, along with other national leaders, 
look forward to this service and we will fully publicize it 
as a major component of the Twentieth Anniversary events. 

It i? clear to us who have shared experiences of 
oppression and discrimination, that forces exist to divide 
us. It is likely in these final days of preparation, that 
many disturbing rumors and allegations will surface. Therefore, 
we are strongly suggesting that we adhere to the following 
guidelines: 

We will immediately contact one another regarding 
disturbing rumors and allegations. 

We will assume that the only official statements 
of policy of the Twentieth Anniversary are those 
articulated by the co-chairpersons. 

In the face of our greatest challenges, we must 
maintain our historical vision of equality and justice for 
all people. There is much reconciliation that must continue 
in order for us in the days ahead, to work together for the 
common vision and dream for all Americans. The Twe·ntieth 
Anniversary March on Washington affords us an opportunity 
for reconciliation, for healing, for locking arms and for 
struggling together until the last battle is won and we can 
stand together and shout, "Free at last, free at last, 
Thank God Almighty, we're free at last." 

We look forward to having you with us during the 
Twentieth Anniversary March and Celebration. 

W~-~~ 
Honorable Walter 
National Director 
Twentieth Anniversary March 

On Behalf of: 

Bishop James Armstrong 
Ms. Asia Bennett 
Mr. Tony Bonilla 
Ms. Judy Goldsmith 
Archbishop James Hickey 
Dr. Benjamin Hooks 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King~ 
Co-Chairperson 
Twentieth Anniversary March 

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
Dr. Joseph Lowery 
Mr. Stevie Wonder 
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ISRAEL ANGRY OVER U.S. CLAIM THAT acting to improve its economic and cultural re-
E. JERUSALEM IS 'OCCU Pl ED TERRI TORY' lotions with the Jewish State. 
By David Landau His statement followed reports in the Spanish 

and Israeli press that the two countries are about 
JERUSALEM, Aug. 18 (JTA) -- Israel has ~s- to exchange diploma tic recognition and to ex-

ponded angrily to the U.S. State Departments change crnbassadors. A report in the Israeli press 
assertion yesterday that Anerica has always regard- said Israeli envoys in Madrid were already looking 
ed East Jerusalem as occupied territory. for a suitable building to hou se the future Embassy. 

"Jerusalem is one city, indivisible, the capital Spain is the only Western European country that 
of the State of Israel," the Foreign Ministry spokes has never recognized Israel despite the fact that 
man declared here last night. "This is and will re- since its adnission to the European Economic Com-
main the status of Jerusalem," the spoke 911 an added munity (EEC) it has been uncer widespread pressure 
Mayor Teddy Kollek charged that the Anerican from its partners to align itself with the rest of the 
comments could have "an unsettlirg effect on the EEC member-states. 
life of the city." Gonzales' electoral victory was seen as giving 

The Foreign Ministry reaction cited at length a Spain an addition al push on the way to recognizing 
letter published in 1980 by Arthur Goldberg, forme Israel. He had visited the Jewish State on several 
U.S. Anbassador to the United Nations in which t occasions as guest of the Labor Party. While he 
envoy proved that U.S. p:,licy towards Jerusalem was in the opposition, Gonzales hinted that if.he 
changed in 1969 when the Nixon Adninistration was elected, there would be an improvement in 

cone into office' replacing Lyndon .Johnson's Adnin Sp::iin's relation s with Israel. A Spanish Socialist 
istration. delegation., led by the party's chairman~ Ramon 

The letter was cited to refute the State Depart- Rubnial is currentl y in Israel to meet w,th govern-
ment's assertion that Anerican policy on Jerusalem ment official s and Labor Party leade r Shimon Peres. 
had been "consistent for three decades." 

Waiting For a Partial Pullbac k 
Elements In Goldberg's Letter 

The Spanish pre ss said today that Gonzales is 
Goldberg in his letter, which he wrote to The probably waiting for at least a p~rtial. lsrae~i.pull -

New York Times in 1980, pointed to significant dif back in Lebanon before announcing his dec1s1on. 
_ ferences between his own statements to the UN in Diplomatic reports in the Spanish dailies also_sa!d 

l967and the statements of his successor in the Nixo Gonzales., who is a vice president of the Socralrst 
Adninistration .Ambassador Charles Yost, in 1969. Internationa l would have preferred to exchange 

I • d , 
"I never described Jerusalem as occup,e anbassadors with a Labor-led government in Israel . 

territory " Goldberg averred. ".Ambassador Yost Spain has traditionally close economic links wit l 
~id in J~ly 1969 under instructions from President the Arab states and in 1982 imported $4 billion 
Nixon., and his statement represented a departure worth of oil from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and 
from the policy President Johnson and the Depart- Qatar and managed to sell them products for a near 
ment of State pursued with r;spect to Jerusalem dur equivalent crnount. Arab influence is traditionally 
ing the period ofmy tenure. strong in Madrid and the Spanish Socialists are, 

Goldberg, one of the authors of ~N Secu_rity together with the ir Greek col le agues, the least 
Council Resolution 242, added that Resolution infl ut=nce d by the United States policies in the / 
242 in no way refers to Jerusalem and this omission Middle Ea_st. - ---- - - ------7,t; 
was deliberate." In a speech he made to the Coun- ;,, 

I b 11 d "I d ·t CANO AJCONGRESS ENDORSE cil in July 1967, God erg reca e , ma e' AUG. 27 MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
clear that the status of Jerusalem should be nego-
tiable and that the (1949) armistice lines dividing By ~ifka Rosenwein 

Jerusalem were no longer viable. NEW YORK, Aug. 18 (JTA) -- Two major Jew1 ~ 
"In other words,. Jerusalem was not to be divide organizations have announced that they are endors -

again. This was a far cry from .Ambassador Yost's ing the 20th anniversary celebration of Martin Lutr 
statement that we conceive Jerusalem to be occup- er King's historic 11 1 have a dream II speech, follow --
ied territory •••• 

11 

ing talks he ld with the march leadership to ensure 
In his 1980 letter, Goldberg also referred to a that the platform for the event would not include 

conversation between Jordan's King Hussein and any anti-Israel position. 
top U.S. diplomat George Ball soon after the Six- A spoke 917 an for the Union of .American Hebrew_ 
Day War in which the King "recognized there m uS t Congregations (U AHC) explained that the leaders h1 
be flexibility on the question of Jerusalem and that 

II 
agreed to delete condemnation of United Sta~es_ Mi 

there could be no return to the pre-June 1967 statu • die East policy in the fin a l version of the off,c,al 
SPAIN MOVING TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC, position papers for the August 27 commemora tive 

W H IS RAEL March on Washington. He added that his group h0< 
CULTURAL RELATIONS IT also received assurances that the event itself woulc 
By Edwin Eyton not al low for the expression of an ti-I srae I or an ti-
• PARIS Aug. 18 (JTA) -- The Foreign MiniSt ry O Semitic sentiment. 
Spain an~ounced today that Premier Felipe Gon- Because of the se developnents, announced at a 
zales has not yet de cided whether to seek formal press conference in Washington, the UAHC, which 

.diplomatic ties with Israel but that Spain is already 



,. 
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had initiated negotiations after already endors
ing the march, has "reconfimied (its) commitment'' 
to participate, according to a statement issued by 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, UAHC president. 

AJCongress Expresses Confi clence 

The An erican Jewish Congress, which hod hel 
off making a decision regarding its role in the 
march until the negotiations were completed, is 
joining the commemoration "despite serious initial 
reservations, (and despite) disagreement with a 
number of organizations who have joined as spon
sors of the march, 11 according to Henry Siegman, 
executive director of the AJCongress. 

In a letter to Coretta Scott King, co-choirper 
son of the event, Siegmon wrote: "We hod the 
most serious reservations about joining as a sponso 
of the 20th Anniversary Morch, precise! y because 
its focus seemed to have diverged from the purpos 
es of the march which it seeks to commemorate b 
including in its agenda a whole range of unrelate 
and divisive issues, including positions that are 
hostile to Israel and gratuitously adversarial 
towards this Administration." 

The AJCongress decided to join in the march, 
however, "because of our complete and unquali
fied confidence in you and your colleagues and i 
the assurances that you have given us, 11 Siegman 
said in the letter. 

Other Jewish Groups Stand Pat 

But other Jewish organizations that did not 
endorse the march because of sirn i lor objections 
to some of the rol ly's spcnsors, ports of its origi
nal platfomi, and its scheduling for the Sabbath, 
hove not reversed their decision. 

A spokesman for the Anerican Jewish Commit-
-~ f ho • t· 0 d "W •,· tee, one o t se organize ions, sa1 e appre 
·-~ ciote the good faith efforts" on the part of the 

march leadership, but still consider it "a serious 
mistake to detract from the central theme II of 
civil rights by including such issues as nuclear 
disarmament,. Central Anerico and the Middle 
East

1
in the march's agenda. 

A spokesman for the World Zionist Organiza
tion-Anerican ~ction, another organization 
that has not reversed its decision, agreed that t 

. concessions made by the sponsors of the event 
were •~ood", but said that his organization was 
"not mol Ii fled, not appeased, nor seduced" by 
the revised platfom,. 

He stressed that the changes did not affect 
the "careless" scheduling of the event for Satur
day and the anti-Israel leanings of someof the 

., rally's sponsors such as Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
fomier Senator JCl'lles Abourezk, who is now chai -
man of the Anerican-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. 

.... 
Respond To Concerns Of Jewish Groups 

At the press conference in Washington, Hous 
Delegate Walter Fauntroy, who represents the 
District of Colun bia, and is the national direct
or of them arch, soi d that the day chosen for the 

. march was "the dote closest to the August 28 
.date" of the original march. 

He noted there were objections to the "broad 
ening of concerns from (the areas of) jobs and 
freedom, 11 to include opposition to the "escalat 
ing arms race and the advocacy of non-violent 
resolutions to conflicts -Jround the world." 

"Some Jewish organizations," he said, "be
lieving that the call to peace might be interpre 
ted as an attack on lsrae I, requested assurances 
that the legislative package to be agreed upcn 
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will not explicitly or implj.citly coll for cuts in the 
economic or military aid package to Israel." 

Fauntroy and the rest of the march leadership, 
which includes Mrs. King, wife of the slain civil 
rights leader; BenjCl'llin Hooks, executive director 
of the N::itionol Association for the Advoncem ent of 
Co lo red People; and Dr. Joseph Lowery, president 
of the Southern Christion Leadership Conference, 
"responded to (the) concern" of the Jewish organiza
tions,. Faun troy said. 

"It is not our intention to single out Israel, 11 he 
said. "We worked on a revision of a propcsed draft of 
the peace position paper so as not to appear to single 
out lsrae I for attack." 

ivnong the reasons cited originol ly by many Jewish 
organizations for not endorsing the march was a clause 
in "A Call to the Notion" issued by the march organ
izers which said: "We oppose the militari zation of in
ternal conflict, often abetted and ea.en enccuraged cymas
sive U.S. omis exports, in areas of the world such as 
the Middle East and Central Anerica., while their 
basic human problems are neglected. 11 

The wording of "A Call to the Nation" was not 
changed after it was released, nor was a revised Col I 
issued. However, the rally's position papers did under
go revisions. 

Changes In The Policy Papers 

Early drafts of the position paper on the Middle 
East included a statement of "general opposition to 
present United States policy" in the Mi dd le East. 
In a subsequent letter to the U .AJ-K on behalf of i he 
march leadership, Fauntroy and Mrs. King said that 
they now "intend to highlight in our legi slative and 
official policy stat':!ments the goal of peace. We will 
not articulate on official strategy for achieving it. 11 

The final version of the policy paper, released 
yesterday, states: "Anong the organizations in our co
alition, there are dive rgent vi ews with regard to the 
efficacy of presen t United States policy in the Middle 
East .. ~H The United States sha.ild hove policies which 
contribute to a just and lasting peace for the Palestin
ians, the Israelis, and al I othe r people in the Middle 
East, and should encourage ongoing, constructive dia
logue between these parties. 11 

In regards to U.S. amis exports, the final version 
reads: "The United States should have a policy of 
generally reducing amis shipments throughout the world 
and of increasing the kind of economic and hun ani tar
ian aid that would foster peace, economic stability 
and progress for the peoples of the world." 
Attempts To Allay Fears 

The lett.er from Fauntroy and Mrs. King, which the 
UAHC passed on to the AJCongress, also tried to allay 
fears that the march would tum into on anti-Israel rally . 
"We wi II make every effort, 11 they wrote, 11 i n c I udi ng 
giving specific instructions to our marsholls, to insure 
that placards and banners in the line of the march are 
in keeping with the (morch's) theme of jobs, peace 
and freedom. 11 

The letter further assured the UAHC that "in the 
case where a divisive act or statement is made -- e.g., 
one that is anti-Israel or anti-Semitic, or de fcrnatory 
to any group in the coalition -- the co-chairs will pub
licly disavow such a statement or act as inconsistent 
with the spirit of the Morch and coalition." 

Schindler said in his statement that in light of "the 
sensitivity expressed by the leaders of the 20th Anni
versary March toward the concern of the Jewish com
munity, 11 he hos accepted the invitation by the leader
ship to deliver the dosing benediction for 1-:,,e march. 
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Ref ornt leader deJr~nds decision to stay · in controversial march ~ m 
co Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, has defended his group's decision to participate in the controversial 20th Anniversary March on Washington as a way "to defend Jewish interest" and said its perseverance had brought significant concessions from the event's leaders. 

"By remaining in the coalition," Schindler said, "we were able not only to prevent any anti-Israel statement from being included in the march policy state
ments but also to win assurances that 'in the case where a divisive act or statement is made - e.g., one that is anti-Israel or anti-Semitic or defamatory to any group in the coalition - the co-chairs will publicly disavow such a statement ... .'" 

The Reform rabbi, who praised the "sensitivity expressed by the leaders of the 20t:1 Anniversary March toward the con-

cerns of the Jewish community," said he had accepted the organizers' invitation to deliver the closing benediction. 
"In i:he tradition of our ancient prophets ," he said, "I urge my fellow Jews to give ex.pression to the Jewish commitment to the ~quality and dignity of all members of the human family by participating in the 20·:h Anniversary March in whatever way they deem appropriate." 
The event, to be held Saturday, Aug. 27, commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1P63 march on Washington for •~obs and fre~dom ." The anniversary march has adde.:.: "peace" to its stated goal, and differences o ,er how to achieve peace have been among factors causing controversy. 
Most Jewish groups have withheld or withdn,.wn support because, among other objections, they complained that march or

ganizen had sanctioned an agenda critical of U.S. support for Israel and, as Rabbi 

--- a . .,. - -

Schindler said, some "have views on Israel that are abhorrent to us." 
Schindler said, however, h•:: had been assured by Mrs. Coretta Scott :{ing and the Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy, \I riting on behalf of all the march leaders.1ip, that they intended to stress the goal of peace without spelling out c1 specific way to achieve it. 
This was interpreted as ·:1 decision to 

avoid discussing American foreign policy, particularly in the Middle Ernt, as well as to refrain from pro-Arab and anti-Israeli pronouncements. 
Fauntroy, the march's riati,mal director, and Mrs. King, co-chairper:mn, also assured Schindler that every ef"ort would be 

made, including "giving specific ~nstruc- ~ 
':r 'tions to our marshals, to insure that plac- 111 ards and banners ... are in keeping with ;the theme of jobs, peace and freedom," the ! rabbi said. · . _ -:r 

The New Jewish Agenda, another group f which is supporting tp.e march, explained 1 it joined a coalition of more than 600 sio groups because its basic aims "are worthy ; of our support as Jews and Americans." 111 
These include concern for .the poor, home- ~ less, unemployed and hungry, and Jews ~ are included in all those groups, the Agen- [ da said. - ::, m To participate in the coalition, it added, : -requires it to debate with other members 3 on such issues as the Middle East. ~ -~ 
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NEWS RE LEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

On UAHC Participation in the Twentieth Anniversary March on Washington 

"I am pleased to reconfinn the commitment of the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations to participation in the events commemorating the 20th .!\rmiversary 

of Dr. Martin Luther King's historic March on Washington. 

11\ve do so because we are committed to the struggle for civil rights and 

the spirit of coalition and cooperation forged by Dr. King. 

'We are gratified by the assurances we have received from Mrs. Coretta Scott 

King, co-chairperson, and the Hon. Walter E. Fauntroy, national director of the 

Twentieth Anniversary March on behalf of Bishop James Armstrong,~~ - Asia Bennett, 

Tony Bonilla, Judy Goldsmith, Archbishop James Hickey, Dr . Benj~uin Hooks , Rev. 

Jesse Jackson, Dr. Joseph Lowery and Stevie Wonder. 

"These assurances acknowledge that while there is unanimous agreement that 

peace mall parts of the world is the goal, there may be differences among the 

chairmen and convenors in hmv to achieve the goal. The letter from Mrs. King and 

~tr. Fauntroy states: 1We intend to highlight in our legislative and official 

policy statements the goal of peace. We will not articulate a specific 

strategy for achieving it. 1 

1'The assurances state further: 1We will make every effort, including giving 

specific instru~tions to our marshalls, to ensure that placards aI1d banners in the 

. line of march are in keeping the theme of jobs, peace and freedom.' 

(more) ..... 
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''We are especially gratified by the statement in the letter f rom Mrs. King 

and ~tr . Fauntroy that, 'in the case where a divisive act or stat ement i s made - - e .g. , 

one that is anti-Israel or anti-Semitic or defamatory to any group in the coalition -

the co-chairs will publicly disavow such a statement or act as inconsistent with the 

spirit of the March and coalition.' 

"The sensitivity expressed by the leaders of the Twentieth Anniversary March 

toward the concerns of the Jewish community have greatly heartened us. In that 

spirit I have accepted the invitation of the Twentie1hAnniversary Mobilization to 

deliver the closing benediction. In the tradition of our ancient prophets, I urge 

my fellow-Jews to give expression to the Jewish commitment to the equality and dignity 

of all members of the human family by participating in the Twentieth Anniversary 

March in whatever way they deem appropriate to their observance of the Sabbath. 

8/12/83 
AJP 

X X X 
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July 21, 1983 

CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

At the Rye meeting of the Board, Al Vorspan and I reported on a con
troversy emerging within the Jewish and civil rights communities re
garding the weekend of events, including the planned August 27 March 
on Washington to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the cele
brated Martin Luther King march of 1963. We promised to send you an 
update on developments. This memo will serve that function. The 
situation remains fluid and we are monitoring it very closely. 

It is important to know that Alex Schindler is a leading convenor of 
the event, along with other key leaders from labor, religion and 
other segments of American life. The march generated some questions 
and controversy among various Jewish national agencies who were in
vited to participate. 

Some were concerned that the march was scheduled for the Sabbath, 
that the "call" for the march went beyond the scope of civil rights 
in America and among the 20 conveners and 200 endorsers there were 
a few outspoken critics of Israel. Because of these concerns, many 
Jewish agencies have refused to endorse the march and, in the pro
cess, became disassociated with its major civil rights thrust. 

Since we share these concerns, but were unwilling summarily to dis
associate ourselves, we arranged a meeting with Coretta King and 
Rep. Walter Fauntroy, co-chairpersons of the march, to discuss the 
problem. We set forth the need to convey our concerns and to seek 
assurances that would address them. They included stipulations that 
the divisive issues of the Middle East would be kept out of these 
events, that there would be no call for reduced aid to Israel or any 
attack on Israel or Zionism. It was also agreed that if, despite 
these precautions, anti- Israel activities arose on the day of the 
march, the chairpersons and Alex Schindler will issue a public state
ment repudiating such irresponsible statements or activities. 

The leadership clearly wants our presence. They recognize that a 
major controversy on Israel would alienate not only the Jewish par
ticipants, but also labor and public interest groups, and would be 
subject to extensive press criticism. 
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Over the past month, Jewish organizations have been deciding how to 
react to the march. A number of local Jewish Community Councils 
are endorsing the commemorative events along with the UAHC. Most 
national Jewish agencies are not going to endorse the events. How
ever, at the time this memo is being written, some agencies (includ
ing the American Jewish Congress) are still considering formal en
dorsement. The efforts of some groups to send out a joint letter, 
in the name of all national Jewish agencies, publicly criticizing 
the march, was rejected by the NJCRAC. 

Many of the national agencies which are not participating themselves 
have expressed gratitude that we are involved, so that the Jewish 
community has some formal presence in these events, which reaffirm 
the national commitment to civil rights and equality. In addition, 
many of our traditional coaJitional partners who are supporters of 
the weekend of events (such as organized labor and national civil 
rights groups, such as the NAACP) have pleaded with us to remain so 
as to work with them to prevent the manipulation of these events by 
the minority radical elements. We will continue to do so as long as 
the leadership abides by the agreements made and no anti-Israel acti
vity takes place. 

I am attaching an article by Al Vorspan, which describes the issue, 
as well as the dilemma confronting us on the United States Civil 
Rights Commission. 









The first memo which is enclosed is a confidential memo for you. It 

is not to be circulated or shown to anyone else. The second memo is a dr~tt 

the public version which will be circulated to NJCRAC , other Jewish 

leaders as well as the leaders of some of the labor and public interest 

groups endorsing the March. 

\ 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi David Saperstein Date August 1, 1983 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Mr. Al Vorspan, Mr. Harris Gilbert, . 
Rabbi Joseph Glaser, Rabbi Randall Falk,_and Mr. Robert Lipshutz 

Copies 

Su~ectMa~ch on Washington 

In the past week a number of major developments took place and culminated 
this ~ast Saturday in Atlanta at a meeting involving a number of the 
principle March leaders. In attendance were, Walter Fauntroy, Coretta 
Scott King, Judy Goldsmith, Ben Hooks, Jack O'Dell (representing Jesse 
Jackson), Joseph Lowerr and Asia Bennett. Since no rnernbel" of . the UAHC staff 
was a~le to attend,due to schedules and Shabbat, our positions were 
represented by Robert Lipshutz. Bob was the former Counsel to President 
Carter, is a member of the Temple in Atlanta and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the American Jewish Congress (which is still considerin& 
whether it will join us in endorsing the March). Everyone who attended 
the meeting felt that Bob did an admirable job in•· representing our views 
and effecting reasonable compromise. 

The developments of the past week fall into 7 categories. 

1. The Letter Regar~ing March Guarantees. 

I received a response to my letter of June 16 regarding March Day guar
antees (Enclosed finci · mrne aAd a copy of -theirs)'. It brings -us a ~long way 
towards firming up many of the precautions we felt we needed . . In addition 
to the issues addressed in their letter, Coretta and Walter have spoken 
to ea.ch of the co-chairs (all of whom will speak at the March) and all 
of the conveners (who represent the major participating ~roups and include_ ~ 
Jesse Jackson, Jim Abourezk .andJoe Lowery). They all agreed not to inter
ject the .Middle East · into the March, either in speeches and statements 
or on· -placards and signs. Thus, to take one example, the ADC' s signs 
will read, "Arab-Americans support Jobs, Peace and Freedom." 

II. Policy Paper on Peace/Foreign Policy 

The second issue is the ~: polfcy'. , paper on Peace. (Each of the three areas: 
Jobs, Peace and Freedom, has both a "policy paper" and a section of the 
~legislative package." Enclosed is the latest draft of tbe legislative 
package as well as the "Jobs" and "F.reedom" policy paper. in addition, 
I am enclosing a copy of the draft of the Peace policy paper which was 
brought to the co-chairs on Saturday. The story of how that draft ever 
came to be reflects the lack of organization and oversights by the leader
ship evident in many .aspects of the events. In fact, I spotted this draft 
two weeks ago~only one day before it was to be sent to the Planning council 
(a group comprised of one representative of each convening organization) 
for final adoption. When I brought the . document to the attention of the 
co-chairs, (who had never seen it) they immediately withdrew it. As a 
result of the upheaval related to the document, they have passed a new 

~ Religious Action Center 
,m•N 2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W . 

,,'i:,'~;~,, WASHINGTON D.C. 20036 202/387-2800 
:tj)',~NJ , , 



, Memo on the March 
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rule which stipulates that no March document can be released without the . 
approval of the co-chairs. In deali·ng wi:th these concerns, we were supported 
in our efforts by several key leaders of labor, public interest, and woman's 
groups, parti:cularly Bella Abzug. 

I had serious reservations with the doo.ument as a whole-even excluding 
the Mid-East problems. The tone was stride~t and confrontational; it 
was neither lucidly written n0r aimed at g~lvanizing the mainstream sup
port of the American people. The document was discussed in great length 
at the meeting this past weekend. A number of people agreed with our 
point regarding the tone and the entire document is being re-edited. As 
a result of the March leaders concern over the participation of the Jewish 
communit y , they spent a great deal of time working out the exact language 
of all references to the Middle East. 

Bob and I had agreed that the best arrangement would be not to have a 
policy paper or if there were one, not to deal with the Middle East at all. 
The leaders, however, were committed to having policy papers and felt 
that it would be irreqponsible not to include the Middle East. 
Although no formal votes were taken , it was Bob ' s impression that this . view 
was the consensus of almost everyone there, and was espoused forcefull y, 
ev en by people like Ben Hooks. 

The y then turned their attention to the substantive wording of the Middle 
East area. There are two places where the Middle East will come up in the 
final version of the paper. First, all of pages 12 , 13 and the top of 
14 have now been omitted. In its place, there will be a section which reads 
(please note it begiRs with the only sentence held over from the original 
draft i.e. the last sentence of the section on page 14): 

"The Middle East is a barometer and acid test of our nation's 
foreign policy. The United States must take dynamic leadership 
in seeking political and diplomatic solutions to the conflicts 
in that region. Towards this end , the United States should have 
policies which cont~ibute to a just and lasting peace for the 
Israelis , Palestinians and all other people in the Middle East. ' 1 

Please note that throughout the substantive debate , several people , par
ticularly Jack O'Dell of PUSH , sought to have much stronger language in 
the document . . At certain points during discussion, Joe Lowery and Walter 
Fauntro y supported Jack ' s views. For example , in the second sentence · 
it was suggested that there be language calling on the U.S. to use non
military and non-violent means. Jack wanted to retain the call for arms 
limitations to the Middle East. In the third sentence it was suggested 
that· reference should be made to "self-determination" , "legitimate rights " , 
or 11 a homeland". Eventually, however, the language agreed upon · was the 
consensus view of everyone, albeit on Jack O'Dell's part, somewhat reluc
tantly, and only when the handwriting was on the wall. Coretta ~ing and 
Asia Bennett of the Am~rican Friends Service Committee were particularly 
helpful. The sympathies of all the others lay generally with us and they 
were supportive where necessary. 

There is a second area in which the language will touch on our concerns. 
This can be found on page 5 as an addition to the present language (which 
hopefully will be toned down). The addition will be : 
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11 The United States government must enforce all of its laws 
throughout the world relating to the proliferation rif nuclear 
arms and the control of arms exports. The U.S. should 
pursue a policy of generally reducing arms shipments through
out the world and increasing the kind of economic and human
itarian aid that would foster peace, economic stability and 
progress for the peoples of the world who have experienced 
many years of war and tension. 11 

Please note that there is no reference to the Middle East explicitly in 
this. Furthermore, the legislative package does not call for cutting 
military (or economic aid) to Israel. This passage is a bit more prob
lematic for us, but Bob felt it was the best that we could get. Judging 
from similar fights going on in IMPACT and other groups __ now, that is 
probably accurate. 

I would have greatly preferred to have no references in the policy paper 
to the Middle East. The policy papers are intended to provide the theoret
ical basis for the legislative package. Since there is no reference to any 
of these issues in the legislative package, it seems to me that the "need" 
to include the language above i-s !2:'ratµij:ous. ~ft~r. alJ ,, there is no reference 
to the abort ion issue in t ne Freedom p-a~p-er • despite th·e fact that all 
gioups except the Catholics would support abortion rights. However, as 
stated above, Bob felt there was no support for dropping the issue alto
gether. After speaking to several ·people who were at the meeting I-must 
tell you that they believe they have put enormous time and energy into 
this issue; they feel they have be~n extremely understanding and flexible 
to our concern~ and it is likely that my effort to go back for more 
compromises would be deeply resented. (If, however, this is acceptable . to 
us, we might wish to ask them to include a statement on Soviet Jewry). 

III. Jewish Speaker 

We've been exploring several possibilities regarding who the Jewish speaker 
will be at the March itself. The possibilities include the appropriateness 
of Alex or Al participating on Saturday afternoon and the question of who 
a substitute should be if we decide that a UAHC person should not be in
volved. We need to wrap up th.is que:Sti-on by· the ·weekend . 

IV. The PLO 

The PLO had requested to be formally invited to participate in the March 
or at least send an official representative. The co-chairs decided they 
would not extend such an invitation. Only two formal representatives 
from abroad will be invited to speak: one from West Germany to talk about 
peace; one from South Africa to talk about freedom. 

V. Local Communities 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the text of a local community's ad from 
Philadelphia. Obviously the reference to Lebanon is deeply troubling. The 
national leadership feels that it cannot control what local commun~tie~ 
do but it has sent out a copy of its own (to be sent next week) ·which it has 
urged local groups to use. The lead ership has made it clear that in c~ses 
like Philadelphia, where the statements go beyond the bounds of the national 
position, local communities cannot use the name of the l~ational group 



Memo on the March 
August 1, 1983 
page four 

on those ads and must not imply national support for it. 

VI. The Interfaith Seriice 

The Religious Taskforce was seeking to have an interfaith service on 

Friday night, Aug. 26th. It turns out that no one who has been involved 

with over a month . of planning was aware that the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference had scheduled a major rally at 8 p.m. that night, 

a rally coming at the end of their convention, which they wanted to be the 

focal point of all activity. The co-chairs will request the Religious 

Taskforce to move the interfaith event to Sunday. If that is not accept

able, they may propose to hold the service on Friday from 6:30 to 8 and 

so all could go to the rally. 

We have asked them , no matter when they decide to hold the interfaith 

e vent , to hold it at a s ynagogue and allow that to be the formal Jewish 

involvement in the weekend of ev ents. All the co-chairs agreed that would 

be a good idea and Annette Daum will ask the Interfaith Committee meeting 

in New York on Monday if that would be acceptable to them. We will have 

to ask Josh Haberman, or as a fallback, Stanley Rabino witz, if they would 

allow their synagogues to be used for the interfaith event since that will 

determine whether we can in fact host it. The y are both away on vacation 

but will be back this week. 

The New Jewish Agenda is holding their own service on Friday night to which 

they are asking Jewish participants in the March to come : We will be 

holding our own at Washington Hebrew (if we go with the Friday night inter

faith format), or at WHC or Gene Lipman's ·Te:nple ·:~inai · (if -we .-go for 'fhe Sun. 

interfaith event) . I will try to persuade New Jewish Agenda to participate 

with _ us so that we don't compete but I'm not optimistic. 

VII. Co-chairs 

The list of the co-chairs includes Walter Fauntro y , Coretta Scott King, 

Judy"Goldsmith, Ben Hooks, Stev ie Wonaer , Joseph : Lower y , .Asia Bennett, 

John Jacobs , Reverend James Armstrong (Pres. of NCC) , Arc:hbishop J:ame.s kH;ickey 

(Wa~hington , D.C. ), Tony Bonilla (League of United Latin American Citizens), 

and Andy Young. It is likely they will ask Alex to join. Alex has in

dicated he will accept . 

ADDENDUM 

Annette Daum reported that the Religious Taskforce decided_l) that the 

service could not be held in a syriagogue and 2) to end the interfaith 

service promptly at 8:00 p.m. in order to accomodate the SCLC. In Wash

ington on July 26th in response to our concerns about Shabbat; they had 

previously agreed to move the starting time from 7:00 to 6:30 p.m. It 

is now clear . from that meeting that the proposed service, especially with 

regard to music, liturgy, and speakers, will be gospel rather than inter

faith in character. It is a service directed towards and primarily 

appropriate for Black Christians. The music will be entirely gospel, 

and the principal speaker will be Rev. Jesse Jackson (who as previously 

noted 4as publicly agreed not to mention the Middle East). Other spe~kers 

include Bill Howard and Avery Post. At present, the only planned Jewish 
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participation is a predetermined selection from the Torah which the 
Taskforce has invited Alex to read . . We will make it clear ~e do not 
consider the service to be interfaith in character . and will ask that the 
service not · .. l;>e const,de];'ed, i::tS :. th~-- .tnte-T-f fii th event. _ An.y-· Jewi,9h . part ic i .pant 
wou~d- riJerely be ··a, -~u.est ihvi,ted to ;rea~ • -tr.om the · T_orah. We- are p;roceeding 

,to.: plan_,~·c;mt"'~-o::wn : Sh~bba t ;:,..s§._;r;-y::t_ce _a, t .a -local --syna,gogue;:,. ~_ln. • a,ddJ.,t ion, • we 

will explore the possibility of a real interfaith event on Sunday afternoon. 
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March Day Guarantees 

MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
August 27, 1983 

Coretta Scott King and Walter Fauntroy have spoken to each of the co

chairs (all of whom will be speaking at the March) and all of the con

veners. They all agreed not to interject the Middle East into the March, 

either in speeches and statements or on placards and signs. They also 

agreed that if, despite prev~ous precautions, any divisive statements 

occur during the March., the co-chairs will publicly disavow them a~ 

inco~s;i.stent with the . 9-pirit of the March and the coalitiorf~~? l.,V-CR. · k 

r~I ~ ~ ~~~ ~r~ -r:- ry= ~ eo eQ~ o,.._~ ~ 
Pol icy Paper orf"'fl'eace Fore ;i. n Policy '°:S . . . ,. 

• ~.\ . d.~w.L-c-e~~~~~ 
As a result of ·, 1 

he....-docuraent ( ses ~tatus Rep~ 1 
the co-~hairs have passed a new rlle which stipulates that no March do u

ment can be released without the approval of the co-chairs. ~LC¥-t 1 

Co~_/,~ 
The Peace/Foreign Policy paper was discussed at great length during the 

co-chair meeting this past weekend in Atlanta. A consensus agreement was 

reached regarding our point that the document was strident and confront

ational . in tone; the ent~re policy paper is now being re-edited. As a 

result of the March l~aders concern of the Jewish community, they spent 

a great deal of time wor~ing out the exact language of all references to 

the Middle East. 

There are two places . wher~ the Middle East will come up in the final 

version of the paper. _F:!-:rst, all the sections we found problematic have 

,,.- now been omitted. In it/Vs place, there will be a section which reads: 

"The Middle East is a barometer and acid test of our nation's 

foreign policy. The United States must take dynamic leader- · 

ship in seeking political and diplomatic solutions to the con~ 

flicts in that region. Towards this end , the United States 

should have policies which contribute to a just and lasting 

peace for the Israelis, Palestinians and all other~peopleS 

in the Middle East." 

The second section will read: 

"The United States government must enforce all of its laws 

throughout the world relating to the proliferation of 

nuclear arms and the control of arms exports. The U.S. 

should pursue a policy of generally reducing arms ship

ments throughout the world and increasing the kind of 

,economic and humanitarian aid that would foster peace, 

economic stability and progress for the peoples of the 

. world who ha:ve e~perienced many years of war and tension." 

Please note that there is no reference to the .Middle East explicitly in this. 
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Furthermore, the legislative package does not call for cutting . military 

(or economic aid) to Israel. 

A Jewish Speaker 

The lead·ership would like a Jewish speaker to address the March on Sat

urday afternoon. We are exploring several possibilities regarding who 

will speak : The p -ssibilities • ude .- the propriateness Rabbi 

Alexander Schi e~ or Mr. A orspa1: .- :R icipating o aturday~ 

noon and t question of o a subst ute should b if we de9<1e that a 

UAHC p on should not e involvedc_.. We will ~T.a: up this-question by the 

wee d. 
• 

The PLO 

The PLO had requested to be formally invited to participate in the event 

or at least send an official representative. The co-chairs decided they 

would not extend such an invitation. Only two formal representatives 

from abroad will be invited to speak: one from West Germany to talk about 

Peace; one from South Africa to talk about Freedom. 

Local ·Communities 

The text of a local community 1 s ad . from Philadelphia stated, 11 Nor should 

our resources be used to 1 eg it imize ... . the slaughter of t be innocen_t in 

places like 1=,ebanon or El Salvador. '1 Obviously . the reference to Lebanon 

is deeply troubling. The national leadership feels that it cannot control 

what local communities do but it bas sent out a copy of its own ad which 

it bas urged local groups to use. The leadership bas made it clear that 

in cases like Philadelphia, where ·the statements go beyond the bounds 

of the national position, local communities cannot use the name of the 

National group on those ads and must not imply national support for it. 

The Interfaith Service 

On July 26, the Religious Taskforce, responding to our concerps, agreed 

to move the Interfaith. Service from 7:00 to 6:30 p.m~r-~~ ~bO~Ji_ [ 

It has become clear that the planned service will be primarily gospel 

rather than interfaith in character, Only gospel music is planned and 

the p~oposed speaker is Reverend Jesse Jackson (who as previously noted 

has publicly agreed not to mention the Middle East). The Taskforce 

requested that Rabbi Schindler read a predetermined selection from the 

Torah. This would be the only Jewish aspect of the program. 

Given the character of the service, we will ask that it not be called 

an interfaith service. Any Jewish participation will be in the form of 

a guest invited to read from the Torah. 

We are proceeq~n~ to p~
0

~habbat service tentatively scheduled at 

8 : 3 o p . m . a tc... ~~~.e.o.~~t':ffi...- We hope . to ha': e t he Nev: 

Jewish Agenda, which is currently planning its own Friday night service 

join us. 
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Co-Chairs 

The list of tbe co-chairs now includes: Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Ms. 
Judy Goldsmith, Mr. Ben Hooks, Mr. Stevie Wonder, Dr. Joseph Lowery, 
Ms. Asi~ Bennett, Mr. John Jacobs . (National Urban League), Rev. James 
ArmstrGng (Pres. of National Council of Churches), Archbishop James Hickey 
(Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. ), Mr. Tony Bonilla (League of United 
Latin American Citizens). and Mr. Andrew Young (Ma yor of Atlanta). _J.t---' 
is }-~k:~ they wi~sk Rabbi Scbin_g..l'er to join t~group~ h~in
di,.cate7he wi~.1----~ccept . 




