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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 28, 1994

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021-7064

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Thank you so much for your message. I've
been touched by the many expressions of support and
encouragement I've received from people who care deeply
about the future of our country and the world.

I am working hard to live up to your expectations
and to meet the many challenges facing our nation.

Sincerely,
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE ~ NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064  (212)249-0100

November 15, 1994
12 Kislev 5755

President William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I know that the results of the recent elections could
scarcely have gladdened you. What a devastation that
whirlwind wrought! Our nation deserved better. And
you deserved better. I will never understand why many
more people don’t recognize your attainments and your
readiness to face the manifold vital and complex issues
which confront us. That takes great courage.

I hope that you will not allow these events to
dishearten you or to swerve you from your purposes.
Your instincts are sound. Don’t let them be thwarted.
The word ’‘despair’ must never be part of the Clinton
lexicon.

Faithfully yours,

Alexander M. Schindler

Bec: Saeranr EHRMAR
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE ~ NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064  (212)249-0100

January 3, 1994
20 Tevet 5754

President William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

During this past month the Jewish people celebrated the
festival of 1lights, Chanukah, which represents the
continuity and lasting power of religious faith.
Christmas was celebrated by many others in a similarly
joyous and spiritual mood. As Americans celebrate these
religious holidays and the coming of a promising new
secular year however, the specter of uncertainty hangs
over the heads of our Jewish brothers and sisters in the
former Soviet Union.

The recent elections of the newly created Federal
Assembly were not the vote of confidence for which the
world was waiting. Given current instability and
tensions within the former Soviet Union, these elections
and the national mood they reflect could imperil Soviet
Jewry.

That is why I am writing you, on behalf of the 850
congregations and 1.5 million Reform Jews of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, to urge you to speak on
behalf of the Jews of the former Soviet Union at your
summit meeting with President Yeltsin in January.
Certainly the Reform Jewish Community recognizes that Mr.
Yeltsin’s country has done much to secure gains on behalf
of its Jewish citizens. We feel it is crucial, though,
that steps be taken to further improve the security and
well being of Jewish People in the former Soviet Union.
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There are. three issues that are of particular concern.
First, we urge that the review process in the former
Soviet Union for outstanding “refusenik" cases be
expedited and that the commission now assigned only to
secrecy cases be allowed to review "Poor Relative" cases
until there is an adequate judicial system in place. It
would be a tragedy for bureaucratic obstacles to stand in
the way of human freedom.

Second, we encourage President Yeltsin to act as a
unifying force in his country by publicly and forcefully
denouncing acts of senseless anti-Semitism, which are
once again on the rise in the former Soviet Union.
Publication of wvirulently anti-Semitic articles in the
media, desecration of Jewish holy sites and the
appearance of hateful slogans and placards during the
October coup attempt would be considered frightening
under any circumstances. Given the nationalistic
undertones of the recent elections, acts such as these
take on added significance and appear all the more
harrowing and potentially disastrous.

Finally, it is important that the spirit of democratic
cooperation that served as the backdrop for the election
of President Yeltsin be manifest in laws designed to
protect minority populations. Mr. Yeltsin must create an
atmosphere that allows decisions taken on international
and national levels to be successfully implemented on a
local level. Similarly, it is important that he lend his
influence to the elimination of bureaucratic obstacles
impeding agreed upon changes such as the return of
property to local Jewish communities and equitable
applications of justice by the police and courts.

Thank you for your time, Mr. President, and thank you for
your work ‘on behalf of freedom and democracy in the
former Soviet Union. We hope you convey to Mr. Yeltsin
our concern for the Jewish people in his country. We
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hope, too, that our own country may be a stronghold of
peace, and extend its assistance to Russia, both
politically and financially, as long as human rights and
rule of law continue to progress, and democratic
possibilities continue to be realized.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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' ACTION ALERT

P

Tor 7 Constityent ’dzlgdtiiiat.:;iéns,; CRC's, Federations, and other
©0 7 Interested Parties. .
From: =~  Richard L. Wa:élar,v Chairman
“7-. Mark B. Levin, Executive Director
Date: Decembar 10, 1993 ok ¥ '
Re: ~ The January 1994 summit Meeting between Presidents Bill

clinton and Borls Yeltsin ' . .

* BACKGROUND

At we begin the celebration of Hamikkah and mark the ocbservance of

@oo2

International Human Rights Day, we are reminded that one month from today,

in Moscow.

Presidente Clinton and Yeltsin will be holding their second summit meeting,

The instability and tensions within the former Soviet Union may imperil
soviet Jewry. Therefore it is essential that you, as representatives of the
organized American Jewish community,.teke an active role to ensure that the
security of Jews in Russia be anh. important Summit agenda item. We urge you

to ?!:g President clinton to include the issue of soviet Jewry at the upgoming
mas s ST -

Tt is vital President Clinton: receive-.assurances from President Yeltsin on
this issue because of the uncertainty of the outcome of S\md:g: election to
approve & new Constitution and elect a new pariiament, the P al Assembly.
Although it is predicted that the Constitution, granting a broad spectrum of
human rights, will be accepted, it is unclear vho will be elected to form
thie new govermment responsible for interpreting the Constitution and writing
the legislation necessary to carry it out. Will the democratic reformers
hold a majority, will it be egqually represented by both reformers and old-
line conservatives, and will the anti-Yeltsin forces gain enough seats to
further question the futura of democracy in Russia?

Under these uncertain circumstances, the Jewish communities continue to live™

in a state of ambivalence. It is crucial that President Yeltsin understand
that the United States will extend its assistance to Russia, both politically
and financially, as long as democratic reform, Yule of law and human rights
continue to progress. . T TSN : . : .
This summit meeting is a unigue opportunity for President Clinton %o
acknowledge the gains achieved by Russia on behalf of its Jewish citizens,

A cosition ot forty éight natonat organizations and avér lhves hundeed local community counclls and fedorafians

. Now Yorl Olbce: 10 Bowr 40m Swect Suitee 1/01. New York MY, 10018 0753 & 1242) 6790772 » Fon (21273861493 » Telex: 23734 ¢ hC3)
Weshingron Office 1440 Bhode vond Averue NV St U1, Weshngron. D.C. 20006 3775 + (202) 8982500 » Fox (22) 8030822
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and to express his%esifé ziﬁh&il'further iuprovements be carried out to assure
th::il.r security and well being, especially as it relates to emigration and

. ISSUES

‘1. Emigration: ' The Russian govermment has created a commission to review
outstanding refusenik cases, and is trying to resolve this issue. We urge
the commission to expedite this review, which is taking ‘& much longer time
than necessary, ahd positively resolve all secrecy cases. In addition,
because there is gtill no adequate judicial system in place to review Poor
Relative cases, wg urge this' ent to give that responsibility to the
commission now assigned only with secrecy cases. Pinally, all bureaucratic
obstacles which @ delaying departure must be eradicated.

3 i {

2.  Anti-Semitiem: There continues to be an increase in popular anti-
Semitism, including the continuing publication by certain segments of the
media of virulently anti-sSemitic articles, the desecration of Moscow's Choral
Synagogue and of Jewish burial sites, and the very disquieting presence of
anti-semitic placards and slogans during the October coup attempt against the
Yaltsin government. We would encourage Dresident Yeltsin to publicly and

forcefully denounde this type of behavior and all forme of anti-Semitism and
intolerance. : | A _ .

3. Broad promulgation of laws protecting minorities; It is critical that
President Yeltein’ create an atmosphere that allows decisions taken on an
international and: national level to be successfully implemented on a local
level. Tt is similarly important that he lend his influence to eliminate
bureaucratic obstacles impeding agreed upon changyes such as the return of
property to local,K Jewish communities as well as equitable applications of
Justice by the police and conrts.

"ACTION REQUIRED

Ra strongly urge you to write President Clinton, as he and Administration
officials prepare their summit agenda, to reiterate the organised american
Jowish community's concerns and to urge that the President raise these issues
with President Yeltein in what we hope will be a fruitful summit, as the two
leaders work together teoward mutual understarding. '

X . Uiz ae® “'_'..- 1 . e e ¥ e ey i 5 il ® o obee . %
letters should be sent to: President William J. Clinton

B - . . . The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
; on,~-DC-20500

Also, send copiles of your letter to your senatormd\ﬂm‘,jﬂbers.

If you have an _estionsfand[or n¢ed assistance, please call our wasliington
office at (202)898-2500. In addifjion, please send a copy of yeur J,gtter to

- A. WW\JWW{)
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President William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Averme, NW

Washington, DC 20500
Dear President Clinton:

During this past month the Jewish people celebrated the festival of lights,
Chanuksh, which represents the continuity and lasting power of religious faith.
Christmas was celebrated by many others in a similarly joyous and spiritual
mood. As Americans celebrate these religious holidays and the coming of a
promising new secular year however, the specter of uncertainty hangs over the

heads of our Jewish brothers and sisters in the former Soviet Union.
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The recent elections of the newly created Federal Assembly were not the vote of
confidence for which the world was waiting. Given current instability and
teusions within the former Soviet Union, these elections and the nstional mood

they reflect could imperil Soviet Jewry.

That is why I am writing you, on behalf of the 850 congregations and 1.5
million Reform Jews of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, to urge you
to speak on behalf of the Jews of the former Sovier Union at your summit
meeting with President Yeltsin in January. Certainly the Reform Jewish
Commmity recognizes that Mr. Yeltsin's country has dome much to secure gains
ot behalf of its Jewish citizens. We feel it is cruecial, though, that steps be
taken to further improve the security and well being of Jewish people in the

former Soviet Union.

There are three issues that are of particular concern. First, we urge that the
teview process in the former Soviet Union for cutstanding “refusenik® cases be
expeditad and that the commission now assigned only to secrecy cases be allowed
ta rev:l;.ew "Poor Relative" cases umtil there is an adequate judicial system in
place. It would be a tragedy for bureaucratic obstacles to stand in the way of
bhuman freedom.

Second, we encourage President Yeltsin to act as a unifying force in hise
country by publicly and forcefully denouncing acts of semseless anti-semitism,
which are once again on the rise in the former Soviet Union. Publication of
virulently anti-semitic articles in the media, desecration of Jewish holy sites
and the appearance of hateful slogans and placards during the October coup

attempt would be considered frightening umder any circumstances. Given the
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nationalistic undertones of the recent elections, acts such as these take on
added significance and appear all the more harrowing and potentially

disastrous.

Finally, it is important that the spirit of democratic cooperation that served
as the backdrop for the election of President Yeltsin be manifest in laws
designed to protect minority populations. Mr, Yeltsin must create ap
atmosphere that allows decisions taken on international and national levels to
be successfully implemented on a local level. Similarly, it is important that
he lend his influence to the elimination of bureaucratic obstacles impeding
agreed upon changes such as the return of property to local Jewish communities

and equitable applications of justice by the police and courts.

Thank you for your time, Mr. President, and thank you for your work on behalf
of freedom and democracy in the former Soviet Union. We hope you convey to Mr,
Yeltsin our concern for the Jewish people in his coumtry. We hope, too, that
our own cmzncry' may be a strongheld of peace, and extend its assistance to
Russia, both politically and financially, as long as human rights and rule of

law continue to progress, and democratic possibilities continue to be realized.

Sincerely,

(WHO?)
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A Friend, Indeed -

FORWARD

Welcome to Washington::

By DAVID TWERSKY

President-¢lect Clinton would do
himself a favor, once he sectles in tha
White House, 10 get to know Rabbi
Alexandar Schindler He could ask
the rabbi about all this talk that Jews
are uncomfortable with tha prapon.
derance of onsstime Carter adminic.
fration officiads stafling Mr. Clinten's
foreign policy ream. He could ask
whether it"s rue e as ha is hagring —
that chis is & concern only of pro.
Likud hawks ax sager rn see the
reace ralks fail as not.

Rahhi Schindler, president of the
Uninn af Ameriogy Hebrew Congra.
gatinns, can affer pergpective
hecanse he wac chairman of the Con.
farence af Pragidenrc of M jor Amar.
ican Jeunsh Organiations during the
worst confrontations with the Carer
White Houss Though tame thaughe
him 100 eager to help tha newly
alacted Prime Minisier Begin dizpal
his exremist {mage, by he streich
can Rabbi Schindler be mistaken far
a supporier of the Likud. Yet to this
day he thinks he was right for souring
un Mr, Carter,

Tha latest echin of this tandanzy tn
forca Me. Clintan to chanza barwean
Mr. Carer and the Likod, with no
middle ground, cama in a calumn in
the Naw Yark Timaz lazt waak hy
Lesglie Gelb. who is nut only a formar
aide 1o Mr. Carter but (2 & frisnd of
Anrhany Lake, tha incoming natisnal
sacuricy advizar. Fallowing 5 rapate
that Jewish leaders wars upeat 2z tha
flrgt wave of appolntments, Including
pot only Mr Lake but Secratary of
Stats.dagignate Christaphar, Mr.
Calb panned a braadeids againet
“congarvative Damacratc and pro-
Liraal Jows,” pesarting that many of
tham %ean't wark with anyana who
gizagreas with tham”

“Many af theea rama paspla,” Mr.
Galb reparted, "seroarmad 3 yaar 2gs
that President Rush and Sscratary of
State James Baker were antiSemitas
and anemiaz of larae!l. The buth was
that both man wanied 10 changa car.
tain hard.line Israell policies, not
hure loraal . Mr. Galb thindes that Me.
Cartar datarvas 1o ba ramambared
fur Camp David and that “singling
out? the former president iz “partic.
ularly menztrouz bacauze he
undoubtedly did more to insure
Toraal's asouriey than any pregident
bafara ar ginee " Mr Calb sausianed
Mr. Clintan againgt naminadng Jows
Ywhate milin aim' will be'td'stippoi
Israel right of wrong, or, ¢onserva:
tives whose principal efféits will be
w savage former Carter administra
ton offieials whatever thelr individu.
Al records?

Vat thars wae and zall iz a
rewl case wguinst Me Caten, notwitln
standing Camp David, juer az thava iz

a real case to be made against Mr,
Bush, notwithstanding the peace
talks. Mr, Clinton cure thought co.
Though he pralsed for the peace pro-
coss during tha campaign, hs sles
repsatedly laced into Mr. Bugh foy
being unfair to leraal,

Mr, Clinton't eriticizm of Mr. Buzh
sounde much liks, wsll, Rabbi
Sthindler'’s of Mr. Camar. The Bugh
and Carter presidancies both lacted
anly nna rary; thay shared & preoc.
cupation with Arab.Israel puaca. Mr.
Carter brokered the Camp David
accords: Mr. Bugh launched the
Madrid talls. Bath fazed sbetecles
luid dewn by tradisianal Arab hagsli.
ty to Isrual and by Lilud hardlinare.
Despite their important azhiava.
mantg, both presidents anded up in

Even anti-Likud
Jews don’t want
Carter I1.

hig trovhla with Amarican Jews
Rabbi Sehindlar says thar bath
Maozers. Bush and Carter doserve
eradic far nance-maling buthe fawlee
bath far failing ta win tha trust of

Israel und the Jewizh esmmuniey

The rabbi is no enemy of Mesers.
Chriztophar and Lala: he oppoias a4
pramatura, or justuniair srtempts ta
identify the two Clintonitet with the
Carrar adminictration’s shortocom.
ings. HMe ealls Mr. Chrictapher an
“onigme™ and says he just doesn’t
Imow what the eacretay-dasignate’s
views are on the Mideast, of on any-
thing alss, such a3 Baenla,

Althsugh Rabhi Sahindlar had pup-
partad Mr. Cartars firet pragidancal
bid, he was ea alienarad by Mr. Carvar
that by 1977 ha wae backing San.
Edward Kennedy's insurgency. The
senalor criticized Mr, Cartas from the
lgfr — for having “managad to jeap
ardize the sscurity of Izrual” — and
won the Now York primary. In
Novambar, many Jawa optad for tha

_indapandent, John Anderson, whe

had the endorsement of New York's
Libaral Parey.

Bt was the tone, not the mutie”
Rabbi Sehindler recalle. The rabhi
says My, Comar had more sympathy,

‘for the Arab poaiten and-had Jovt the'"

‘ability'te/ b an honedtbroier) 8 prob.
lem he identified Lurgels with Whi

1louse operatves ke Iamilton Jor
dan and Jody Powell. “They had &
dercgatory attitude about the Jewizh
stata,” tha Rabbi recalls, srsarting
that thie viaw wae ales hald by the
head of Mr. Cavter's NSC, Professar
Brraningki. By Juna 1977, Rabbi

Schindler was not only speaking of
“growing apprebension in the Ames
ican Jewish commupity™ about
Carter's Mideast policy but was wor-
rying "about tha axpaceations Cartar
i rafolng in the Arab world.”

Mr. Carter's statements that Iamacl
should withdraw from viseually all of
tha territoriaz sceupisd sinecs 1067
with only esme “minor adjusumente”
and hig gndarsamant of tha naad for
s Falastinian "hemaland” raizad zan.
carn. Foroign Minigter Allon, & Wb
buts mambzar wha sutharad tha
Labar Party’s stand on "territorial
compromise.® declared that *ne
Lraali Covarnmant aculd sumive®™ o
dazizien to pul) bazk to the 1967 baor.
dape Concarn wae alss raized by tha
zall tha Carter adminiztrasion and
the Kramlin iszsued in tha autumn
1677 to work togethar for a Mideast
ssttlement. In Mareh 1980, the Seeu-
rity Council 2andamned Izeaal far
astablishing settiements in the
adminigrared 1esritoriee, including

erusalem.

Acenrding rn Rautars an May 23,
1977, Cartar polieiss even soured
relatons with the Lahar government
haadad by Prima Minfsrer Rahin.
Whan Americs andsrssd a Canava
conforence, Mr. Rabin dicpatched
Me. Allon ro London to masr Sacra.
tary Vance. Mr. Allan failad te sacure
apladgs that Amaricn "nat cama sut
with & plan of itd dwn®

Saan White Houwsg affisials wara
srehastrating § eampaign ngainst
Rabbi Schindler. The Camaer strara-
gicta raalized they had a political
prablem. Vies Prasidant Mondale,
Mastrs, Vancs and Brassingbi had 1o
defend adminisoration policies at g
rmesting in White Heuds with 52
Amerioan Jowish leaders Mr. Cartar
tapped, amoang atharg, & young aide,
Mark Siagel, ta cosrdinata a zam.
paign te aseuags Jawish faarzs, In
Marel 1978, unabls to raconsla the
gaps between administration policles [
and Jowish eoncernz, Mr. Sizgel |
ragigned g

$o |t is not eurpriing that thoce
who follow thesa mattars seriously
and who with tha bast for Mr. Clinton
== and for the paace protegs - had
an allargie reachion to Mr, Clinton's
firet nasona) sacurity appointments,
It may ba uscomforabla 1o tha pres-
{danr-aleat and unfair t» sama af his
sidas, aspacially Mr Lake and hiz
daputy:dasignate, Sumuak Bérger.

AR
ey DelEVE (he cANRErny Balrig"
e e ety

peace process, fram a prefarence far
the Likud or from a deeirs to adve
eata "Izraal right of wrong * The man
whe will shortly be president

Visfa3

desarvas 1o haar — from AOMABNA —

battar advice than that !

Po2
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE ~ NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064  (212)249-0100

March 26, 1992
21 Adar II 5752

The President
The White House
washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, representing
1.3 million Reform Jews in 850 synagogues across the
country, 1is deeplv concerned over news reports that the
Administration is actively discouraging member states of
the European community from making loan guarantees to
Israel.

According to the March 25, 1992 issue of the Israeli
daily Ma'ariv, the United States has been working to
dissuade these countries from granting credit guarantees
to Israel. The March 26 issue of Newsday reports that
Germanyvy has changed its position on offering loan
guarantees to Israel and opposes aid because - - as the
newspaper put it - = such aid "would run counter to U.S.
policy."

If these disturbing reports are true - - if the United
States is indeed pressuring European states to withhold
loan guarantee assistance to Israel - - such a deplorable
and reprehensible policy could only be regarded as a
hostile and malicious act against a friend, ally and
fellow-democracy.

If the reports are not true - - if the United States 1is
not calling on the members of the European community to
bar or withdraw promised economic assistance to Israel -
- these reports should be promptly and publicly disavowed
at the highest level of our government.



Your Administration's refusal to support loan guarantees
for Israel caused deep anguish and outrage in the
American Jewish community. We are astonished and dis-
tressed at reports that this country might be engaged in
an aggressive and apparently successful campaign to deter
other countries from granting Israel loan guarantees for
humanitarian programs of refugee absorption. Ultimately
such a policy would severely damage Israel's ability to
receive and integrate Soviet and Ethiopian immigrants,
and could cripple the Middle East peace negotiations.

Wwe look forward to your reply.

Respectfully,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler



¢ o A7 ,,
,‘CZL ;9// N o
! 1) F
£
2

g/g > v

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
C PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE  NEW YORK. NY 10021-7064  (212)249-0100

March 26, 1992
21 Adar II 5752

The President
The White House
washington., DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Union of American Hebrew congregations., representing
1.3 million Reform Jews in 8.50 synagogues across the
country, 1s deeply concerned over news reports that the
Administration ig actively discouraging member states of
the Europeadn community from making loan guarantees to

Israel.

According to thB.18:ciR 2l  alf 93% issue of the Israeli
daily Ma'ariv, the United States has been working to
dissuade these countries from granting credit guarantees
to Israel. The March 26 1ssue of Newsday reports that
Germany has changed 1ts position on offering loan
guarantees to Israel and oppoOSe€S aid because - - as the
newspaper put it/ % - such aid wwould run counter to "S-

policy."

1f these disturbina reports 4re true & - if the United
gtates 1S indeed pressuring European states to withhold
loan guarantee assistance tO Tgraell =, = such a deplorable
and reprehen51ble poiicy could only be regarded as a
nostile and malicious act against a friend, ally and

fellow—democracy.

If the reports jre not true - ~ i £ the United States 1is
potealling. on the members of the European community to
barlier withdraw promised economic assistance to Israel
- these reports should be promptly and publicly disavowed
Qe ive highest level of our qovernment.




Your Administration's refusal to support loan guarantees
for Israel caused deep anguish and outrage in the
American Jewish communityv. We are astonished and dis-
tressed at reports that this country might be engaged in
an aggressive and apparently successful campaign to deter
other countries from granting Israel loan guarantees for
humanitarian programs of refugee absorption. Ultimately
such a policy would severelv damage Israel's ability to
receive and integrate Soviet and Ethiopian immigrants,
and could cripple the Middle East peace negotiations.

wWe look forward to your reply.

Respectfully,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
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The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

he Union of American Hebrew Congregations, representing 1.3 million Reform Jews in
850 synagogues across the country, is deeply concermed over news reports that the Administration

is actively discouraging member states of the European commuunity from making loan guarantees 10
Israel.

According to the March 235, 1992 issue of the Israeli daily Ma'ariv, the United States has
been working to dissuade these countries from granting credit guarantees 10 Israel. The March 26
issue of Newsday reports that Germany has changed its position on offering loan guarantees Lo
{sracl and opposes aid because = as the newspaper put it - such aid "would run counter 10 U.S.
policy.”

If these disturbing reports are true -- if the United States is indeed pressuring European

states to withhold loan guarantee assistance to Israel -- such a deplorable and reprehensible policy
could only be regarded as a hostile and malicious act againsta friend, ally and fellow-democracy.

If the reports are not ue == if the United States is not calling on the members of the

European commuiuty to bar or withdraw promised economic assistance to Israel - should be /"‘“f
promptly and publicly w at the highest level of our government.
D e i

Your Administration’s refusal to support loan guarantces for Israel caused deep anguish
and outrage in the American Jewish community. We are astonished and distressed at reports that
this country might be engaged in an aggressive and apparently successful campaign to deter other
countries from grantng Tsrael loan guarantees for humanitarian programs of refugee absorption.

Ultimately, such a policy would severely damage Israel's ability to receive and integrate Soviet and
Ethiopian immigrants, and could cripple the Middle East peace negotiatons.

We look forward to your reply.

Respectfully,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
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March 26, L992

TO: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Attached was drafter at RAC and edited by Dick

Cohen...Please advise if OK to send.
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February 10, 1993

Edie to B.J.

Here's the letter to Graham. So you'll know, we did send
Sara Ehrman a copy but didn't "go public."

Regards.

’s

#



January 27, 1993
5 Shevat 5753

Sara Ehrman

c/o National Jewish Democratic Committee
711 Second Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Sara:

These are exciting and exhilarating times...and exhausting
to be sure! I hope you've had a chance to get some rest
before you dive back into your official responsibilities.

You have been terrific and I know you will continue to do a
great job! Mazal tov and enjoy, enjoy!

I wanted to be sure you were apprised of the enclosed
letter. It was sent only to Dr. Graham with a copy to
President Clinton, as noted. We don't intend to go public
but felt something had to be said.

With fondest regards and every good wish, I am

Sincerely;

Alexander M. Schindler

Encl.



January 27, 1993
5 Shevat 5753

The Reverend Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, NC 28757

Dear Reverend Graham:

In good conscience I cannot permit your inaugural invocation
and benediction to remain on the record without sharing with
you my great distress at your non-inclusionary words of
prayer. On many such occasions in the past you have spoken
for the broad and divergent communities which make up
America, people who practice many faiths, or none. Thus,
your Christological references on the occasion of President
Clinton's inauguration left many fine Americans with a sense
of having been excluded.

The President, after all, represents ALL Americans, believer
or non-believer, men and women of divergent faiths and even
conflicting theologies. His sacred task is to unify our
society and his installation was meant to be a harbinger of
that leadership. Alas, your words were divisive. They
offended many in our community -- they wrote me, they called
me to express their dismay. I feel honor bound to convey
their hurt, as well as my own.

Cordial greetings,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: President Bill Clinton
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January 22, 1993
The Reverend Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, NC 28757
Dear Rev. Graham:

I cannot help but express my deep disappointment in your divisive prayer at President Clinton’s
inauguration. You momentarily disenfranchised many millions of Americans and sullied the
entire experience for us.

When I was asked earlier, "Why Billy Graham for both prayers?" I replied, "He is the national
minister. He’s earned it. He would never dream of doing anything to offend his fellow
Americans, or embarrass the new President."

My confidence in you was obviously misplaced. You have forfeited your heretofore unique
position of esteem in my view.

Further, you hampered the efforts of an enthusiastic young President whose primary purpose right
now is to heal divisions and unify the American people. He, and events such as his
inaugurations, should be symbolic of that unity. At the very moment of the birth of his
Presidency, you detracted measurably from that goal.

What is most distressing is that I know that you know better. It had to be deliberate.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser
Executive Vice President

cc: President Bill Clinton
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