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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 28, 1994 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021-7064 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you so much for your message. I've 
been touched by the many expressions of support and 
encouragement I've received from people who care deeply 
about the future of our country and the world. 

I am working hard to live up to your expectations 
and to meet the many challenges facing our nation. 

Sincerely, 

Jv 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

November 15, 1994 
12 Kislev 5755 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

I know that the results of the recent elections could 
scarcely have gladdened you. What a devastation that 
whirlwind wrought! Our nation deserved better. And 
you deserved better. I will never understand why many 
more people don't recognize your attainments and your 
readiness to face the manifold vital and complex issues 
which confront us. That takes great courage. 

I hope that you will not allow these events to 
dishearten you or to swerve you from your purposes. 
Your instincts are sound. Don't let them be thwarted. 
The word 'despair' must never be part of the Clinton 
lexicon. 

Faithfully yours, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

January 3, 1994 
20 Tevet 5754 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

During this past month the Jewish people celebrated the 
festival of lights, Chanukah, which represents the 
continuity and lasting power of religious faith. 
Christmas was celebrated by many others in a similarly 
joyous and spiritual mood. As Americans celebrate these 
religious holidays and the corning of a promising new 
secular year however, the specter of uncertainty hangs 
over the heads of our Jewish brothers and sisters in the 
former Soviet Union. 

The recent elections of the newly created Federal 
Assembly were not the vote of confidence for which the 
world was waiting. Given current instability and 
tensions within the former Soviet Union, these elections 
and the national mood they reflect could imperil Soviet 
Jewry. 

That is why I am writing you, on behalf of the 850 
congregations and 1.5 million Reform Jews of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, to urge you to speak on 
behalf of the J~ws of the former Soviet Union at your 
summit meeting with President Yeltsin in January. 
Certainly the Ref orrn Jewish Cornrnuni ty recognizes that Mr. 
Yeltsin's country has done much to secure gains on behalf 
of its Jewish citizens. We feel it is crucial, though, 
that steps be taken to further improve the security and 
well being of Jewish People in the former Soviet Union. 



President William Clinton -2- January 3, 1994 

There are. three issues that are of particular concern. 
First, we urge that the review process in the former 
Soviet Union for outstanding "refusenik" cases be 
expedited and that the commission now assigned only to 
secrecy c~ses be allowed to review "Poor Relative" cases 
until there is an adequate judicial system in place. It 
would be a tragedy for bureaucratic obstacles to stand in 
the way of human freedom. 

Second, we encourage President Yeltsin to act as a 
unifying force in his country by publicly and forcefully 
denouncing acts of senseless anti-Semitism, which are 
once again on the rise in the former Soviet Union. 
Publication of virulently anti-Semitic articles in the 
media, desecration of Jewish holy sites and the 
appearance of hateful slogans and placards during the 
October coup attempt would be considered frightening 
under· any circumstances. Given the nationalistic 
undertones of the recent elections, acts such as these 
take on added significance and appear all the more 
harrowing and potentially disastrous. 

Finally, it is important that the spirit of democratic 
cooperation that served as the backdrop for the election 
of President Yeltsin be manifest in laws designed to 
protect minority populations. Mr. Yeltsin must create an 
atmosphere that allows decisions taken on international 
and national levels to be successfully implemented on a 
local level. Similarly, it is important that he lend his 
influence to the elimination of bureaucratic obstacles 
impeding agreed upon changes such as the return of 
property to local Jewish communities and equitable 
applications of justice by the police and courts. 

Thank you for your time, Mr. President, and thank you for 
your work • on behalf of freedom and democracy in the 
former Soviet Union. We hope you convey to Mr. Yeltsin 
our concern for the Jewish people in his country. We 
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hope, too, that our own country may be a stronghold of 
peace, and extend its assistance to Russia, both 
politically and financially, as long as human rights and 
rule of law continue to progress, and democratic 
possibilities continue to be realized. 

,,711cerely, 

(_ c ~c.-----

Al exander M. Schindler 
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The 3anuary 1994 S•it Meeting ~tween Presidents Bill 
Clinton _and ~r~·· :t~~1:~in \ "f . :: • 

. ' · ... 

. • . 9ACKGROUND 
. . ' . 

As we begin t.he c:e_lebration -~f .• -~n~kkah and ·mark the observance . ·of 
Intenu:ttional Buman Rights Day, w• are reminded that one month from today,, · 
Presidonte Clinton and Ye1tain .wi11 be holding .their second summit meeti1t9, 
in Moscow. 

' 
' 

The instability .1nd tenaiona .. within ·the former Soviet 'Union may ilnpel:11 
soviet ilewry. The:refore it is essential 1;hat you, as re.preaent.atives of . tM 
02:9ardaed American Jewish community, .tcake an active role to ensure that the 
security:of Jews in auaaia~be an. _ilnp~rtant summit agenda item. We up you 
to Uk President clli~on to :baalue the ieeue ot sovl•t J•IIZJ' at th• upoomug 
··•~!D§. 

. . 
It. ia vital President Clinton :· receive ·.assurances frcm. Preaiclent teltsin on 
this issue beeause. o£ the uncertaint.y of . the outcome of Sunday'• election to 
approve a· new constitution and ;elect .a new parliament, the Federal Assembly. 
Although it is predicted that ·th• constitution, granting a broad epectram of 
hUJDan ~i9hta, will be accep~, it is · unclear who will be _el~ted to fo~ 
this new. government responsible :for interpreting the constitution and ,n:-itlng 
the legislation neceaa1iey_ • to~ Catty i~ . ~ut. • Will the ctemocrat.ic reformers 
hold a majority, will. ·1~ be. equally;·i'•P.i'·•••nted by both refon,.ers an4 old
line ~erva~ives,, and·_:·w111 th~ ~tt-1e!tsi:n forces ,;rain enough seats to 
fu.rther question ·the ·future of .. damocr.acy ·.:-.i.n Russia? . . . . . 

Ul\c1er these uncertain circ~an~~- tli~ Jewish COlllDLUniti~s continue to Uve -• 
in a s~a.t. of ambivalence. It is crucial that President Yelt.sin under3tand 
that th~ ~ite4 states w~;l,l ~end-it~·i a~eistanc~ to auseia, both politicaliy 
and financially, · as long as daocr~:~-~"¢ . r~fo:tm, ' rule ·ot law and human rights 
continue to·pr09r•••• • • • ·'-· • • :: -~_--· ;"- ' . . 

. . ~ . . . ·.. . . . . ;. : ' . .· . 

Thi• summit· meeting is • a unique opportunity for Presidtm.t Cli_.nton to 
acknowledge the gains achieved by Ru~s~a on behalf of 1ts Je~ish citia•ns, 

: ~ ~ ' . . . ~ ~ _ .. ' · 

~ QXtlitial) oi~ ~t /'4~0lflf!IWZIJ~~~,;;;.~.~ICO~ ~dsand fedcr.lliotu; 

• Ht-wV~Ol'ce: 101QS~.!irtM1 ~-11tJ1. Newl"ak. 111.Y: 10a1fl c'rh,~ • <"Z12)079-¢~n • f'Clll <?12;~1'\9:J • Te!elc: 2:)'3H NC.SJ 

ll'Olh1ng!D!'I 0ellcfo 1Mo ~ 1~ .\var.,., Pl -., ~1• :itJ t. won~ 0.c. 20n:"it: :r, ,~ • cm> ~l$t!O • ~ c~~l ~a.oe,n .. . . el .. ~ 
• • ~- \ ' ~ 
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·; . · -• ·.: ·.: · · .- ISSUES ~. . . 

·-1. Baiqrallozu _-. ':th~-~~~f~·-go~111e~t has cr•ated a ~iss:ion to review 
outstanding refuscpiik c~, c:ln<l _ic trying.to resolve this issue. we urge the coqiaaion to expedite ~e review, which is tald.JUJ · a SllUch longer time than necessary. ah4 positively resolve all secrecy cues. :en addition, 
because there is 11till':- no : :adequate jUdicial. system in place to i:-aview Poor 
Relative cases, =• Ur98 _this'= 90vcmaent to give :that responsibility to the coaiasion now as gned ·on1y·w1th secrecy ca.sea. ~inally, all bureaucratic 
obstacles which 

I 
delaying · departur-e m.uat be eradica1:ed .. 

. i ' 
2. hti-Semiti~: There continues to be an incruse in popular ant1-samitis=, includi~~ the continuing p@lioation by certain saglllents of the media of virul•ntlS, ant.1-semitic articles, the desecration of Hosoow•s Choral _synagogue and of ~awiah burial sites, and the very disqui•ting presenoe of anti-semitic plac¢cls and slogans during the October coup attempt againat the Yeltsin government. We would ·enoourage Pr~sidant Yeltsin to publicly and 
torcefUlly clenoun* this tY'P@ of behavior and all form• of anti-Sell\itism and intolerance. : 

! 

3. B:roa4 proauln,tlon or ·1ava py;oteot;inq mbor!ti .. : It is critical that President Yeltain:create on atmosphere that allows decisions taken on an 
international and~national le"Yel to be successfully imp1emented on a local levol. It is s.bdlarly important that he lend his influence to eliminate bureauoratio ob~t4cles impeding agreed upon changes sueb as the return of 
._,ro~rty. to local.., Jewi&h _c::ommunitiea _as well as equitable •pplications of Justioe by the po;iae_··an4 co~s. · 

• \_; • •ACfloN REQUIRED 
we strongly w:ge 7.ou to vriu .noai4ent Clinton, a• h• u4 Abini•t~atlon official.a pre:;ara 1th•h: eUllllit •genda, to r•iterate the ozqanim•a ueri"n iJ•viab. ~i~J"' ~ conaena all4 to urv• that t'he Pr••ic!at raiae tbeo• ia•u•a vit~ P~•si4et 'le~t•ln ill Vllat v• ho»• vill J)e a trultt\ll ■uait1 •• tho tvo lea4ers work togetiher towar4 :atual underataiic!!,ng. • 
Letters shoul.d be s~nt:· ~ ·=·-·· • .-Pr~siden;-;illiam J, cli~t~~---······-·· • 

• .. • · . irba White House 
1600 Pann5ylvania Avenue, NW 

. • •• . ·_ . ··- n-rt)C--2.050.0~ 

sertd_copies of your letter-to your a9nators and House m er5. 
. . 

If you have any questlone .. and/o:r nJed assitttanoe, please call our Washington office a~ (202)898•2500. ·In ad.di ion, please send a copy of your letter to us. . ' ,, ' ' •' . . ' ' " ~ . 

. • • • . . • . ! I~ s 
,..- ... ( .. (yP' . v~ . 
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President: llil.1iam. J. CJ inr:on 

The Whi.t:e House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. fill 

11.ashington, oc· '2osoo 

Dear fres1dent Clinton: 

RAC 

During this past month the Jewish people celebrated the festiv.al of liglits. 

Chilnukah, which represents the contitl\lity and la$ting power of religio1.L8 faith. 

Christmas was celebrated by many others in a silllilarly joyous and $piritual 

mood. As Americans celebrat:e these religious holida.ys and the coming of a 

prond.sing new secular year however. the spect:er of uncertainty hangs over the 

heads of our J'ewish brot:he.rs and sisters in the former Soviet Un.i.on. 

ilJ 004 
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'!be recent elections of the newly created Federal Asseably were not the vote of 

confidence for which th• world was waiting. Given current instability and 

teusions withf:n the fo:rmer Soviet: Union, these elections .and the na.tional mood 

they refieee could imperil Soviet Jewry. 

That is why I am writing you, on behal.f of the 850 congregations and 1.5 

milliou :R.efom Jews of the lh:&ion of American Hebrew Cangregations, to urge you 

to speak on behalf of the Jews of the former Sovie-c Union at your SU!lllllit 

meeting with Pr~ident YeJ.tsin in January. Certainly the Reform Jewbh 

Community recognizes that Mr. Yaltsints country has done much to secure gains 

on behalf of its Jewish citizens. Ve feel it: is crucial 7 though, t:hat ~teps be 

taken to furt:her improve the security and well being of Jewish people in the 

£0:rmer Soviet Union. 

There are t:hrM issues t:b.at are of particular concern. First. we urge that the 

review process in the former Soviet U:nion for outsta:o.ditlg •refusenik" cases be 

exped1.t:ad ~ that the commission now assigned only to secrecy cues be allowed 

to review .. Poor Relative" caPS until the.re is Bll adequate jwiici.al system in 

place. It would be a t:ragedy for bureaucratic obstacles to stand in the way of 

human freedom. 

Seeo'Pd, we encourage Presi.deut Yeltsin to act .as a unifying force in bis 

country by publicly and .forcefully denouncing aet:1;1 of senseless anti•semi.t:ism, 

11b.ich are once again on t:h.e rl.se iu the former Soviet Union. Publication of 

-,r,trulently anti•semitic articles in the media.. desecration of Jewish holy s:f.tes 

and t:he appearance of hateful slogans and pla~ chlrl.ng the October coup 

attempt would be considered frighi::en.ing tnlder any circumstances. Given t:he 

~005 
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nationa.l.istic undertones of the recent: elections, acts such as t:hese take on 

added significance and appear all t:b.e more harroWi.ng and potenti.ally 

disastrous. 

Finally, it is i.mpor1:ant that the spirit of democratic cooperation t:ha.t served 

as the backdrop for the election of President: Yeltsin be lUailifest: in laws 

designed t:o proe.ct minorlt:y populations. Mr. ~eltsin must create an 

atmosphere that allows decisions taken on inte:tnational and na.ticma.l. levels to 

be success.fully implemented on a. local level. Similarly, it is important that 

he lend his influence to t:he elimination of bureaucratic obstacles impeding 

agreed upon changes such as the re.turn of property to local Jewish cOUIIIIUnities 

and equitable applications of justice by the police and courts. 

Thank you for your time, Mr. President, and thank you for your 1'ofork on behalf 

of freedom and democracy in t:he forlller Soviet Uni.on. Ye hope you con;11ey to Mr. 

Yeltsin our concern for the Jewish people in his country. Ve hope, too, that 

our own country may be a stronghold of peace, and extend its assistance to 

Russia, both politically and financially, as long as human rights and rule of 

law contiuue to progress. and democratic possibilities continue to be realized. 

Sincerely, 

{WO?) 

lt]006 
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'5' 20287967-H FORWARD 

Welcom~ to Washingtm:,: .· -:y,s/q.) 
A Fnend, Indeed,· : · 

B)' DA \1D TWERSKY a real cue to be made against Mr. Schlndler w11p1 nol only 1peakina of 
Presiden1-tlect Climon would do B11sh, not1vith1tandlna the peace "growui, 111>preb41won IA the AzMt. 
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whll!thl!!rit's tn.e-a1 ha i, hAA1in2 - 911(1 Carter prelid.nci11 both la.tt•d aru! hi, andcr&anW!I of the uod fM 
that chit la i conc~rn only of pro. nnly nn11 r,irm; rhi>y 9hl\J'ed II pre()(', a Pale1tinia.11 "homel.ed" "1Nd eon, 
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Rahhi Sl:'h!!'1 o:1l@r, .1:m,~id@nt of tho 11ccordt: Mr. B11eh la\jnthed the I.ab11r Puty'• st&11d on "territorial 
tlninn nf AmAJ'ie911 Hebro,w Conge. M11drid ca.lit., . 11.oth fae•d obttu.let eompro1ni,e,• d•cl•t•d that "r.o 
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WON[ ton(fllnt~llons Y.-ith tho C:irtllr ------ the :Kremlin ia&ued in the GUtwnA 
Whice Hou!l!.I Though iomo thoup11 1077 to worl. tosethe.r lor a MiJ....,.t 
hlm too ua@r co he lp th o nllwly E • L 'k d se!tlement. ln Marcll 1980, Ille iee-.i -
alecced Primi! Mln:111t!r l!~1n diiJ')III Ven ann- l U tltY CGUll<'il Mnd"•11n•d lc~ul for 
his extremist image, by 111. SlrtLch } d , establishing Hltlemenu in th• 
can Rabbi Schindler~ mi~ t:iluin fnr eWS On t Want edmlt1laT1md ti!tt!tol'IH. lnt'ludlng, 
a supporter of tlte I.ucu\!. Yel to this C t [[ Jenisalem. 
day he thinks he WQrna)',c for SOUth~ a r er • A=rdi111 r11 Reutars 011 May 2.l, 
un Mr. Carter ------ 1017, C.rt•r pollei•• •v•t1 tout•d 

Thi late&! aclin nf tki, t11nil11ncy In telAdCIIU \ollth tll• LabGr f..bY6"lWl611.I 
!ON!a Mt. Clliltnn In ellnMe hetwlWln hit rrouhl• wirh Am,.l'irM J~1 hud•d by Prime MlnfneP Rcil.lln . 
M, Caru•t 11n<l rn11 Lllwtl, wit.ft no :Rabbi Schiiullar uy1 that both Whan .Amarin a.nAt,rud • C.nev■ 
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"Many of thoco n.nu pooplo,11 Mr. 1111rud Mr. Cutv'i Circe J)t4dd4Jlo~ Mule &iual, to coordinate • e~. 
Celb r■portad, "seroll.fflAd 2 y11u A.AO bid, ho wu ro al.ianuAd by MP. ~or 11•i111 to au1111• Jawuh furs. 1n 
that PrHident llu1h ll..l'ld Secret:uy 11£ tl11.t by 1977 ha wu badci.111 San Much 1971, u.nable to r■eondle Ute 
Stac@JamH Ralc@r wt!r@ ll!lti.S,mite, Edward X..Medy', inrura@ncy. Th@ ~ap1 ~twten admlnliti'ation r,,ollc!•, I 
and 61\0ttut.4 or lua.?. The b'\lth w•• u.n•tot o.-iti~ Mr. C&iua'(rGm tl,e AMI J •with COl\¢6'111 , Mt. SiOA41 
w1 both mAn WIUltod 10 ch11nQ.Q C!$1'· IGft - f01 having "t~Gd to jAOp.. rcwgnad 
tain >iard,1111• Israeli polieies, not u1:li21 tAa &eal!'ity cl Iuul" - lllld Sc It is not 1u,r,rl1ln11. thtll !ho~ 
h1.1nlG!'11"l."Mr ~lb1h11tl,.Q1hi11Mt. wo11 1h• New York p,lmuy . ln who follow thll~G m11ttQr1 ,ariow.ly 
Cuur dAHl"VGC 111 b<I ro111•mhorod Novemw, m&ny Jow1 opud fo, ti!• .1.11d who WWI tile b.1t £er Mr. Clliito.n 
for Camp David a..ne th2t "linali.nA independent, John .v.derscn., who - a.na for Ute p!!ICI! proteu - had 
out~ the fonr.e r pre!lcicnt i.. '1p;:iJbc. • hod the endor5emcnt of Kew Vorl,,:1, an aller"e re&etiort to Mt. ClmtOl\11 
ularly m1111 ttrout 1'1!c11uec )I,, Li~a.l Pll!'TY, first n11eMAl seeurity appoln!ffl111\1t, 
undoubt•dly c!id more to 1n1ure "It..,,., the tone. not the mutie." lt ,nay b6 Wlc6n'llOtt.Able 10 the l)l'M
lu11,o]1, .. cw-lry than ""Y ~~etid•n1 R.abbi ge)li.,dl•t reeallt. Th• ,abbl ld.01u~.ct A.lld u.n!a.lP to IIClllt or l!iJ 
b&foro OP ci.n~n M.r C4l}) et\leion•d tfYI M,, ~., h•d fl\O ... eympathy, 1.id ... H:p6Ci..Uy Mr ·l.J&lra 1..11.d .hi.a , 
M,. CUnt<111 aa,ain,1 ttort11.1\0~IIS J•w• •fo• ill• Anh ~don .i1d•lud l<lllt.th•" da1;1uw-,da1ign11te, 'hmu■I' Mr;■r :' 
"wltd~ iilii.n '1,if!l will b. '_td;'1!Jl,pc~ · 'ablli~t.dl,laaiih11n.eit1,,:onr!lilp;ol,. H1;1t 1~et~~,~~--~~.l~11!~ .. lf, '. 
lsr•el rlgh1 oc w1ong. or, ~yn$e.-vu• lcmhc 1dcnufied·lw-selYW!t\1'WNw" tb~~ )el~l!Yt 1W,c~cll,'4V ~einJ 
liv•, whose j)l''Uicipal .,{16\·'t~ wilfl>c' 1Io11~·ol)Ullht.t Uk~ Ila.in'ilt¢n"Jor-: vol~ •um ~ .AA.MdPf:eey to the 
w M~Jl: !on11er Clinc:r •dmini»trj• <Jil'I and Jody Powell. "They ha~ a pe.a.ce, p~ fraqi • Jn'f:-'erlllMlfl for 
tion oCficlw whl\tCYcr th cir lndMd11. dcroSotOtY attitude about tru:l Jewi£h the Lilcud or from a dee;ira to advo-
al ~t4,.ft 1111•, n the Uabbi rK..U1, aUtl'tU\I cata "lint.el ri&h.t 11t-i. .. l'lla 111u 

Vet Ull!Pl! w:u ~d ~till i~ 11 that thir view wa& al11,11 h•ld l,y th.e who will thotlly bo p,at1den1 
u,.l~uw ~ ... .i..u.t:M, Ca..ot1:,.J1.:,t .. ;L1,, head"{ Mi . Cart~r•~ NSC. Pro(H&61' <I.a•~ TO h"'u- from 111mMn•
tU11,iU!\,aCt.M1,1 David,J u11 u tl\o,o Ii llHHln1lti. By Jun• 11171, Rabbi bett1r 1dvicatl,1.11th.1t 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRES IDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0 100 

The President 
The White House 
~ashinqton, DC 20500 

Dear ~r. President: 

March 26, 1992 
21 Adar II 5752 

The Cnion of American Hebrew Congregations, representing 
1 . 3 million Reform Jews in 850 synagogues across the 
country, is deeply concerned over news reports that the 
Administration is actively discouraging member states of 
the European c ommunity from making loan guarantees to 
Israel. 

Accordinq to the ~arch 25, 1992 issue of the Israeli 
daily Ma'ari,·, the United States has been working to 
dissuade these countries from granting credit guarantees 
to Israel. The March 26 issue of Newsday reports that 
Germany has changed its position on offering loan 
guarantees to Israel and opposes aid because - - as the 
newspaper put it - - such aid "would run counter to L'.S. 
policy . " 

If these disturbinq r e ports are true - - if the United 
States is indeed pressuring European states to withhold 
loan quarantee assistance to Israel - - such a deplorable 
and reprehensible policy could only be regarded as a 
hostile and malicious act against a friend, ally and 
fellow-democracy. 

If the reports are not true - - if the United States is 
not callinq on the members of the European community to 
bar or withdraw promised economic assistance to Israel -
- these reports should be promptly and publicly disavowed 
at the hiohest level of o ur government. 
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Your Administration's refusal to support loan guarantees 
f o r Israel caused de e p anguish and outrage in the 
American Jewish community. We are astonished and dis
tressed at reports that this country might be engaged in 
an aggressive and apparently successful campaign to deter 
other countries from granting Israel loan guarantees for 
humanitarian programs of refugee absorption. Ultimately 
such a policy would severely damage Israel's ability to 
receive and integrate Soviet and Ethiopian immigrants, 
and could cripple the ~iddle East peace negotiations. 

~e look forward to your reply. 

Respectfully, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK . NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Th e President 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear ~r. Presid e n t : 

March 26, 1992 

21 Adar II 5752 

The Union of Am e ri c an He brew Congregations, representing 

1.3 million Reform J e 1,.; s in 8 . 50 synagogues across the 

country , is d ee p lv con ce rned over news reports that the 

Administration is a ctive l y discouraging member states of 

the Europe an communi ty f r o m making loan guarantees to 

Israel. 

Accord i n g to t h e ."l a r ch 2 5 , 1992 issue of the Israeli 

dail y Ma'ari v, th e Un ited States has been working to 

d i ssuad e thes e co un tries fr o m granting credit guarantees 

to Isr ael . The ."larch 26 i ssue of Newsday reports that 

Ge rm a n y h as c h a nged its posi tion on offering loan 

g u a ran tees to I srael and o ppo ses aid because - - as the 

n e 1,.; s p ape r p ut it - - s uch a i d "would run counter to U.S. 

p o l icy ." 

I f t h ese d i sturbina reports a re true - - if th e United 

States is i ndeed pre ssu ring European states to withhold 

loa n g u a r a n tee assi sta nce to Israel - - such a deplorable 

and r e pr e h e n sible policy could onl y be regarded as a 

hostile a n d malici ous act aga inst a friend, all y and 

fello 1,.; -democrac~--

If the reports are not true - - i f the United States is 

not calli n g o n the mPmbers of th e European communit y t o 

bar or 1,.; ithdra h" pro m1 3e d eco nomi c assistance to Israe l -

- these r eports siluul c be p r o mptl y and publicl y disa vowed 

at the highest le,·e l :Jf o ur government. 
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Your Administration's refusal to support loan guarantee s 
for Israel ca us ed de ep a ngu is h and outrage in the 
American Jewish commun ity . We are astonished and dis
tr ess ed at r eport s that this country might be engaged in 
an aggre ssive and apparently successful campaign to deter 
othe r countries fr o m grant ing Israel loan guarantees for 
humanitarian prog ram s of refugee absorption. Ultimatel y 
such a policy would severely damage Israel's ability to 
receive and integrate Soviet and Ethiopian immigrants, 
and could cripple th e ~iddle East peace negotiations. 

~e look forward to your reply. 

Respectfully, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, representing 1.3 million Reform Jews in 

850 synagogues across the country, is deeply concerned over news reports that the Administration 

is actively discouragil1g member stares of the European community from making loan guarantees to 

Israel. 

According to the March 25, 1992 issue of the Israeli daily Ma'ariv, the Unit~d States has 

been working to dissuade these countries from granting credit guarantees to Israel. The March 26 

issue of Newsday ref)Orts that Germany has changed its position on offering loan guarantees to 

Israel and opposes a:id because •• as the newspaper put it -- such aid "would run counter to U.S. 

policy." 

If these disturbing reports are true -- if the United States is indeed pressuring European 

states to withhold loan guarantee assistance to Israel ~- such a deplorable and reprehensible policy 

could only be regarded as a hostile and malicious act against a friend, ally and fellow-democracy. ~~ 

If the reports are not true -- if the United States is not calling on the members of the e,;;,» 

European community to bar or withdraw promised economic assistance to Israel -- s ould be jttf 

promptly and publicl~~t level of our government. 

Your Administration's refusal to suppon loan guarantees for Israel caused deep anguish 

and outrage in the American Jewish community. We are astonished and distressed at reports that 

this country might be engaged in an aggressive and apparently successful campaign to deter other 

countries from granting Israel loan guaranr.ees for humanitarian programs of refugee absorption. 

Ultimately. such a policy would severely damage Israel's ability to receive and integrate Soviet and 

Ethiopian immigrants. and could cripple the Middle East peace negotiations. 

We look forward to your reply. 

Respectfully, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

FAX 2 PAGES 

March 26, L992 

TO: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Attached was drafter at RAC and edited by Dick 

Cohen ... Please advise if OK to send. 
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2 Page Fax 

February 10, 1993 

Edie to B.J. 

Here ' s the letter to Graham. So you ' ll know, we did send 
Sara Ehrman a copy but didn't "go public." 

Regards. 



,J 

Sara Ehrman 

January 27, 1993 
5 Shevat 5753 

c/o National Jewish Democratic Committee 
711 Second Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Sara: 

These are exciting and exhilarating times ... and exhausting 
to be sure! I hope you've had a chance to get some rest 
before you dive back into your official responsibilities. 
You have been terrific and I know you will continue to do a 
great job! Mazal tov and enjoy, enjoy! 

I wanted to be sure you were apprised of the enclosed 
letter. It was sent only to Dr. Graham with a copy to 
President Clinton, as noted. We don't intend to go public 
but felt something had to be said. 

With fondest regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



January 27, 1993 
5 Shevat 5753 

The Reverend Dr. Billy Graham 
Montreat, NC 28757 

Dear Reverend Graham: 

In good conscience I cannot permit your inaugural invocation 
and benediction to remain on the record without sharing with 
you my great distress at your non-inclusionary words of 
prayer. On many such occasions in the past you have spoken 
for the broad and divergent communities which make up 
America, people who practice many faiths, or none. Thus, 
your Chris~ological references on the occasion of President 
Clinton's inauguration left many fine Americans with a sense 
of having been excluded. 

The President, after all, represents ALL Americans, believer 
or non-believer, men and women of divergent faiths and even 
conflicting theologies. His sacred task is to unify our 
society and his installation was meant to be a harbinger of 
that leadership. Alas, your words were divisive. They 
offended many in our community -- they wrote me, they called 
me to express their dismay. I feel honor bound to convey 
their hurt, as well as my own. 

Cordial greetings, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: President Bill Clinton 



Founded in 1889 

C'~ivn~:, C'l:lii1 ,ilN 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 (212) 684-4990 FAX (212) 689-1649 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

January 22, 1993 

The Reverend Dr. Billy Graham 
Montreat, NC 28757 

Dear Rev. Graham: 

I cannot help but express my deep disappointment in your divisive prayer at President Clinton's 
inauguration. You momentarily disenfranchised many millions of Americans and sullied the 
entire experience for us. 

When I was asked earlier, "Why Billy Graham for both prayers?" I replied, "He is the national 
minister. He's earned it. He would never dream of doing anything to offend his fellow 
Americans, or embarrass the new President." 

My confidence in you was obviously misplaced. You have fmfeited your heretofore unique 
position of esteem in my view. 

Further, you hampered the efforts of an enthusiastic young President whose primary purpose right 
now is to heal divisions and unify the American people. He, and events such as his 
inaugurations, should be symbolic of that unity. At the very moment of the birth of his 
Presidency, you detracted measurably from that goal. 

What is most distressing is t.liat I know that you !mow better. It had to be deliberate. 

cc: President Bill Clinton 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Walter Jacob. Pres.1dent 
Pmsburgh, PA 

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman , Vice Pre5ident 
Dalla s. TX 

Rabb, Joseph B Glaser, E•ecutive V,oe President 
New Yori,. NY 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Peter.$ Knobel, Trea~urer 
Evanston . IL 

Rabbi Richard N levy, Recordong SeO'etary 
Los Angeles. CA 

Rabbi Deborah A Hi,,.ch , Financial SbCretary 
Ntw Yori. . NY 

Rabbi Elliot L Stevens , Adminis.tratJve Secretary 
New Yori<, NY 

Rabb, Sidney L. Regner, E,ecubve V,re President Ementvs 
New Yori. , NY 

Rabbi Ja~b A Marcu~. Honorary P,e~denl 
Cincmnall. OH 
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