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eased that you have agreed to
: Planning Task Force for Jewi:

iz the agenda for the Septemb:
- 5:00 pm, UAHC, 838 Fifth aw

In addition, we are enclosine
iramming that affect Jewish su:
Y, a summary of the CJF popul:



tesource Center {RCz}. Assists congreg
1¢ World Through Jewish Eyes”

workshops for parents and grandparents,
include; Parenting, Grandparenting, Holi
ity, Classroom Management, Lesson Pla
sertiveness, Curriculum Implementation,
i1 School Management. Complete list availe

>ommittee for Reform Day Schools, confer
s, and assistance with Day School administ

' Special Education, pen-pal network for pa
ection newsletter



d Strategies, This comprehensive resou

nent includes curriculum guidelines, lea
om K-adult.

8 ]
prove their self-esteem and strengthen bc
confront the stresses and complexities of tt

omeg. A complete unit of study devoted t
signed for use with Jewish students in thei

L Who is a Jew? This monograph reviews

:rn Jewish identity,

h (audio cassette). Biblical story of Joseph



s wr e e s LA e RALEE EWE LFL OWFE SRR BCAE EI wr

: readings, modern commentaries, and bac
adult Jewish study.

sh Values. This pamphlet offers Jewish insi

s innovative commentary on classical Je
fregations, provides a model for peer-guide:
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on the Unaffiliated, compose
and UAHC staff members from
direction for our activities a



TS WS EIAPTS L SN L P . O N R o = L ]

om the Task Force in promotir
and in developing appropriate
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igrega tions and to develop appr
ir congregations more vibrant
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"HE POPULATION SURVEY: UNDERS
JEWISH LIFE

retter time or a more compelling reason
| action. We are at a turning point in the
CIF 1990 National Jewish Population S

for all of us as we face the future. It tell:
le has changed radically over the last ter
bout how we live and about our commu
eration that Judaism is a serious and me
our most basic goals, attitudes, and stru
w, strengthened and redefined relations
ons and congregational movements. A
-ations may both need to change and "re
profound implications for every aspect «
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1 Movement, [ know that you are also p:
anages to slip through a Reform congre;
transformed. There has been a great de
ied and unaffiliated Jews and the unaffil
2ts. But we already have seventy to eigk
iffiliated with congregations at one time
1 to twenty-five percent of all mixed ma
ns. The spiritual lives of these Jews mu

- us to connect with our people on a one
r as part of this Jewish people. And that

me and ermascnonas fran cacnarabs fa ase




along with inadequate resources againsl
task of transforming the lives and enliv:
hat just barely cares enough to affiliate.

< for help. You hardly ever demand the

ould save your future and ours. At time
Ives, your own sacred task, the spiritual
ion that God has put in your care, seriot
nat any of us - federation or synagogue
hat we can transform this generation. A
s generation. You must believe that you
1and that it become our highest priority

1ged to separate church and state; Kode:



in Survey is our last warning. It marks ¢
wnity, and our last hope, because now, |
surs, are beginning to understand that w
iformation of our people our highest pri
sossibility, even the probability, that the
1 will live in other faiths or will live with

990 CTE Population Survey reveals a Jew

o some new, more dynamic entity. The
is not being transformed. It is being disr
z rate.

nary challenges, the Survey also reveals
z continuing high levels of congregation
ar future.



ed in the CJF 1990 National Jewish Popy

mship between mixed marriage and sec
teen percent of mixed married househo
robably grow to about twenty-five perc
that secular households are twice as liks
1sly affiliated households. It's easy to se
:ed marriage just as growing mixed mar

nunity must be to integrate the secular :
| to create a new synthesis that we can u
ind the structure of communal life in Ar
n Jewry to undertake a spiritual "chesbc
lapse of communism; the failure of "80’s
neaning to our lives; the obvious limital

Lo



\ missing is the commitment to make the
» passage through the Jewish communify
iportant role that congregations can play
sse activities.

tive Strategies for "Universal" Family

ority of Jewish parents affiliate with a co
rears, the point in time when parents e
provide our best opportunity to reach o
imitment and involve them in the Jewist

liation is a critical moment in Jewish lif
e a strategic opportunity to reach out to
wish home, deepen the spiritual values ¢
he Jewish education of their children. C
eveloping careful inreach strategies witl
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insformation of an individual Jewish fa
5. It can’t be done by television. It can’t
osmosis. It's got to be done one family :

‘ull-time educators. Most of you have si
with trained staff and real resources, ant
transformation of the lives of our famili
-egations should have trained personnel
help them confront the critical issues of
marriage of their children. The critical i
for them. If there is no joy of Shabbat, i
» no understanding of Tikun Olam, if the
lsrael, what exactly are they asking their



es has proven effective by themselves ar
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a cumulative impact that may be far me¢

:ation

ment has made a significant commitme:
and the intensive education they repres
:d, highly committed community. Whil
majority choice for reform or conservati’
depends on raising the level of commitr
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Technical Advisory Committee on Jewish

Population Studies (NTAC).
The Council of Jewish Federations is

the continental association of 189 Jewish
Federations, the central community or-

.
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conducted by CJF in 1970-71. Significan
changes have taken place since then in
the social, demographic and religious
structure of the American Jewish com-
munity which demonstrated the need for
a new study. Furthermore, although
approximately 60 communities have
conducted local Jewish population studies
since 1970, their scope and consistency
vary considerably and generally do not
cover smaller communities or rural areas.*

Follov
NTA(
Resea
take a
house
univer

* For fi
Huber
North

i i

between the Jewish survey data and census
statistics. The interviewing period (late
spring and early summer) is a time when
most college students can be reached in
their families residences and other dwell-
ing places that are more permanent than
dormitories. The interviewing period is
also commensurate with the time that
mast sunbelr part year residents are in
l.']‘lt':[r More pt_‘nnﬂl'lf.‘:nt hﬂmﬁ.

For approximately one year preceding
the survey, beginning in April 1989, ICR
conducted Stage [ of the National Jewish
Population Survey (N]PS). This entailed
incorpotating a series of four screening
questions into its twice weekly general
market Excel relephone surveys to obtain
a random sample to determine Jewish
qualification and recruitment of house-
holds. The four screening questions in
Stage | were asked in the following order:

1. What is your religion?
If not Jewish, then . ..

2. Do you or anyone else in the
household consider themselves
Jewish? If no, then . ..

3. Were you or anyone else in the
household raised Jewish?
If no, then.. ..

4. Do you or anyone else in the
household have a Jewish parent?

BN s T Oes Non rn

=
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results are reported separately for different
groups depending upon the respondents
perceptions of their own Jewishness.

Considerable attention and thought has
been given to judging the logic and rel-
evance of the data and the unit of analysis
used. Therefore, in using this report it is
very important for readers to clearly note
the definitions of the type and size of the
sub-population which accompany each of
the charts and tables, and also whether
the sub-population encompasses males or
females, all persons, or just adules. Also it
would be miﬁ!cﬂ&ing toy overstate the pre-
cision and accuracy in the estimation
procedures (see methodological
appendix). Mumbers are rounded o the
nearest 5,000 or 10,000, and even 100,000
for large torals. Thus, not all columns

add up precisely, and some percentages are
rounded causing totals o equal 99 or 101
percent. In the interest of space, some data
are :mhr rn'nvii,h,:{] in the narrative and do
not appear in tables or charts.

Two final points need to be stressed:

1) The data presented relate o a cross-
sectional view, a still frame photograph
tﬁkf:n i.n l‘l'll: EEHI.: S}'Irlng ;lnd Sllltlrlli.‘r UF
1990, Meither the attitudes and behaviors,
nor the identities of the population, are
static. Individuals and households are
constantly moving in and out of the cat-
egories. The evidence suggests that very
little is fixed in the dynamic community
S

r 11 A



identity, even if they did not currently
consider themselves Jewish. This study
does not therefore arrogate to itself the
ultimate definition of who or what is a Jew
nor the setting of permanent boundaries to
the American Jewish community; it

are

........ J e s o s rssenguess or venssaeealY

and religion, and the fact that America
allows for choice about one’s religio-ethnic
identity.

BJR: Born Jews: Religion Judaism
Persons who were born Jewish and
reported their current religion as Jewish,
clearly belonged in the survey. They
constitute the largest component of the
population. The other five categories of
Jewishness which relate to only one of the
two dimensions of Jewishness, either
ethni

probl

or prz

e e m e m e mmm e e mmmmean ——mae —n

sion, at least as yet. Since we rely upon
self-reporting, and no consensus exists
among the religious denominations as to
the acceptability of these “conversions,”
the neutral term, Jew by Choice has been
adopted for the entire group. Children
comprise only 10,000 of these persons.

JBR: Jews By Religion

Persons who were born Jewish and
reported their current religion as Jewish
(BJR) and Jews by Chaice (JBC)

collectively make up this group.

JNR: Born Jews With No Religion
Included are persons who identify as
Jewish when asked bur reported “none,”
“agniostic,” or “atheist” to a (UEstion on
their current religion. They are commonly
referred to as “secular Jews".

Together, the above three categories
total just over 5.5 million people, which
we call the Core Jewish Population, our
major focus in this report. The 1970
NJPS estimate for the Core Jewish
Population was 5.4 million persons.

JCO: Born/Raised Jewish,

Converted Out

This group comprises adults who report
that at one time, they were Jewish by
religion, but they have rejected Judaism
and currently follow a religion other than
Judaism. They are a diverse group, most
of whom were the children of mixed
marriages and are currently Christian. It

oo



CHART 1
Jewishly Identified Population - 6,840,000

ADULTS OF JEWISH
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CHART 2

Core Jewish Population (CJF

y

- 6.6 Million

CHART &
Total Population - |
In 3.2 million qualified
Jewish households

It



Total Jewish Population in 3.2 Million [PIVVRVN:
Qualified Jewish Households

*Includes 100,000 institutionalized and unenumerated persons
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CHART 7
8 Age by Sex: The Core Jewish Population
Gentile grandparents of children with ki ety
mixed backgrounds. While 20.4 percent of AGE
the total population is under age 15, 13.7 80+
percent is age 65 and over. The compar- 75-79
ative figures for the total U.S. population 0-74
are 21.6 percent under age 15 and 12.6 gg:gz
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intermarriages. Around a quarter were
raised as Christians, possibly in mixed
faith or syncretic households. Again, the
sex ratio is heavily skewed towards women.

However, this population is a little older

W
|-

oanrpryy A warUU GrRaE BB 1o Aiv iU

sex bias is evident suggesting that inter-
marriage now occurs equally among Jewish
males and females. Among those age 45,
and over there are somewhat more males.

70-74

e
65-69 =
60-64 =
55-59 [
50-54 st v
45-49 [izre s
40-44 e ———
35-38 e
30-34 | —— ]
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CHART 11

Age by Sex: Gentile Adult Population (GA)
Living in Households with Qualified Jews

(In thousands)
AGE
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TABLE 34
Highest Level of Education of Males by Age
(Total = 2,450,000)

PERCENTD

JEWISH Less Than High School Some
IDENTITY High School Graduate  College




~

Among females, the educational gap
between the Core Jewish Population and
the assimilated Jewish groups is even wider
than among males. Jewish women who
converted out of Judaism (JCO) show

JEWISH IDENTITY CATEGORY

Population™  23.0 42.6 17.3

* Too few in sample for age breakdown
** Source: U.S. Census: Report P20 No. 428, Table 1, ¥
15 Years Old and Over by Age, Sex, Race and Hispe



£conomic vrganizaton

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Private Sector 70
Non-Profit Sector 9
Government/Public Sector 15
Other 6
Total Percent 100

TABLE 5

Employment Status by Sex and Jewish Ide

(Percent Distribution)

All Au
(Total =

Employed
Unemployed
Homemalker
Student
Retired
Disabled
Total Percent

All Adult Females
(Total = 3,145,000)




proportion of the JBR population is mar-
ried than is true of the JNR population.
This difference might be expected given
the relative youthfulness of the JNR

group.

18,

he
e p g e e e mnnny emenn e - B
choice of current marriage partner is one
of the contributing reasons for the hetero-
geneous nature of the 8.2 million Total
Population. One way to assess inter-
marriage is to note the identification of
the current marriage partner of anyone
who was born Jewish and is now married,
irrespective of their present Jewish iden-
tity. This population numbers 2.6 million.

Chart 13 shows that 68 percent of all
currently married Born Jews (1.7 million)
are m : ’ o
Jewisl

incluc

of age

toal

(739,

last fi

who ¢

Born Jews No Religion JNR) [
800,000

Convert Out (JCO) and [

Jewish Parentage/Other

Religion (JOR) - 625,000
Gentile Aduits [N
1,350,000
I I
0% 25%
Total adult populaton = 6,200,000, =
excluding institutional population
ng pPop [
CHART 13
Present Identity of Spous
Married Jews by Birth (BJ
739,000
Gentile

28%
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Pre-1965 1965-1974
1,340,000 490,000
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BT Jew by Choice (IBC)
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By the end of childbearing years at age 45,
Jewish women in the Core Population ex-
ceeded population replacement levels (2.1
children) only among those who became
mothers at the height of the baby boom
and are now in the age cohort 55-64.

(=

=

g =

ile

les

((n]

The total population contains 1.9 million
children. However, as Table 7 indicates,
only 62 percent are in the Core popula-
tion. Just under half of all children in the
surveyed households are currently being
raised with Judaism as their religion, and
another 16 percent qualify as secular Jews.

Table 8 provides statistics for children
under age one. It shows a similar pattern
to that for all ages in terms of the
children’s Jewish identity.

The
whos
of dif
future
popul
inter1
with :

18 - 24
25-34
35-44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65+

* Source: LS. Census: Report P20 No. 436, Table 1 D
Children Ever Born, by Race, Age and Marital Statu

* Source: U.S. Census: Table 270 Children Ever Borm ¢
and Spanish Origin: 1980 (extrapolated to 1990)

TABLE T

Current Jewish Identity of Total Populatic

JEWISH IDENTITY Number of (

Total 1,867,




less likely to be raised without a religion
than the biological children in this pop-
ulation. Only 8 percent are being raised
without a religion, 44 percent in other re-
ligions, while 48 percent are being raised
in the Jewish religion. However, very few
adoptees appear to have been formally
converted to Judaism.

Over 5 percent of all respondents
(165,000 couples) reported that they had
at one time sought assistance with adop-
rion. Such a level of inrerest in adoption is
not surprising among a population that

TABLE 8

e—
iring
vho
intend to have a child over the next
3 years said that they were considering
adoption.

Stepchildren

Reflecting the changing patterns of mar-
riage and household composition, 350,000
children in the Total Population have a
stepparent, and 265,000 remarried parents
have children under 18 years from a pre-
vious marriage. Of these parents, 46 per-

CEn hove enla mistad and 1R narcant

hav

Current Jewish Identity of Children Under 2

(Bom 1989 -1990)

JEWISH IDENTITY

Humber of Inf

TABLE 9

Current Reliaioinis ldentitv of Children Linder Aae 18



number are presented in Chart 15.
Entirely Jewish households are composed
entirely of Core Jews i.e. BJR, JBC, JNR
persons. Mixed households are defined as
being composed of a Core Jew and a Gen-
tile. Households with No Core Jews are

ly

Mixed housel:olds, 440,060 contain
children under age 18.

Household Size

Entirely Jewish households averaged only
2.2 persons, compared to 2.7 persons for
those with no Core Jews and 3.2 for mixed
households. The national average house-
hold size according to the 1990 U.S.
Census was 2.63 persons. Chart 16 shows
that Entirely Jewish households tend to
declin 0T

housel

of the

idence

contail

CHART 15
Household Type of Jewishly-ldentified
Households

Contains No Core Jaws
508,000
15.9%

Mixed
867,000
27.2%

Entirely Jews
1,811,0¢
Total households = 3,186,000 56.8"

CHART 16
Size of Household by Household Type
(Percent Distribution)

PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD

1 Person HHs - 722,000 [
2 Person HHs - 1,146,000 —
3 Person HHs - 566,000 [
4 Person HHs - 485,000 —
5 Person HHs - 182,000 [



HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

One Person Alone 1
Mardied Couple e N

Married Couple & Children 0 N
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Single Parent & Children [ Bl
Single Par., Children & Oth. N
AllRelatives [REI
Unmarried Couple || Ill|
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0 200 4

I Entirely Jewish EEEEE Mixed NN No C¢

S

-



all households provided a figure for 1989
household income. These data for the 3.2
million households are presented in Chart
18. The median annual income is $39,000.
In making comparisons by household types
we must keep in mind that, by definition,

as

poverty line, then 50,000 persons are
below this level. Among Core Jews living
alone 6 percent have annual incomes of

over $80,000.

If we define low income multi-person
households as those with incomes under
$20,000, then 130,000 or 14 percent of
Entirely Jewish households and 10 percent
of Mixed households are low income.
Chart 19 shows again that among multi-
person households, the assimilated house-
holds oot

incom

incom

is ope:

persor

holds

The E

bi-mo

house

‘ype

$80,000 - 124,999 T
$60,000 - 79,999 Y
$40,000-59,99
$30,000-39,909 T
$20,000 - 20,900 NI BN
$12,500 - 19,999 | N N
$7.500- 12,499 [ N
Under $7,500 [N I
Don't Know/Refused [N

BN Entirely Jewish BN Mixed BN NoC

CHART 18

Distribution of 1989 Household Income by
for Multi-Person Households
(Income in thousand dollars)

20 %

15 %

10 %




and distribution by household type are
quite similar although the South has
proportionately more households with
No Core Jews and the West has the
largest proportion of Mixed households.

* Respondents resident in Alaska and Hawaii
were included in the Survey even though the
maps do not show these states.

y Region of Residence and Household Type

Total Households = 2,186,000

fa

3.6%



of the ;ogal, are ]éws byl Religion res‘iding and 3B, indicates that this populati(;n is
in the Northeast. Though the South clearly skewed towards the Northeast.

| Members by Region and Jewish Identity

[ Jews by Religion (JBR)

[ Born Jews with No Religion (JNR)



22

(Fercent vistrioutuon)

PLACE OF ORIGIN REGION OF U.S.

(in thousands) Northeast Midwest South West Total
Canada (45) 16 13 30 41 100
Latin America (40) 25 5} 50 20 100
Western Europe (80) 51 4 24 21 100
USSR (160) 43 i/ 13 37 100
Othar Eastern Europe (70) 67 Q 16 8 100
Israel (65) 45 2 19 33 100
Rest of World (45) 42 (& 25 o7 100
Total Foreign Born (505) 40 6 26 28 100
Total Core Jews 44 11 22 23 100
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regions, the Midwest and the West have
the highest percentage of Jewish children .
with No Religion (JNR) while the South v
contains the highest proportion of Jewish c

Children with Other Religion (JCOR).

Members Under Age 18 by Region and Jewish |

Total Households = 1,864,000

11.7%

4%

Northeast




: Total Population

Total Population = 8,100,000

—_ p— h

; A 15_.2—%7’

| 12.5%

Percent Distribution

I Region of Birth*




bled their proportion of the Core Jewish
population while the Midwest has lost
one-quarter of the Core Jews born there.

t Core Jewish Population

Total Population = 5,400,000

14.9% |
11.3%

-195,000




the summer of 1990 yields greater detail were returning from studying or working
on the nature of residential movement. abroad.

TABLE 12

Type of Change of Residence of
Those Who Moved Since May 1985
(Total = 2,700,000 Adults)

i CHANGED RESIDENCE DIEETRHEIE;‘T-IFON
j Within Same City 50.0
! From Other City, Same State 24,6
1 From Different State 235
From Different Country 1.8
K Total Percent 100.0

1985 - 1990 46.0

Total Percent 100.0




When you think of what it means to be a Jew in America would you say that it
means being a member of

(a) a religious group?
(b) an ethnic group?
(c) a cultural group?
(d) a nationality?

PERCENT REPORTING

JEWISH IDENTITY Religious Group  Ethnic Gi

TABLE 14
How important would you say being Jewish is i

PERC

Very Somewhat MNotVery
JEWISH IDENTITY  Important Important Important




with their own status. However, their deci-
sion to change religions may explain their
strong tendency to regard Jews as a re-
ligious group.

When asked how important being Jewish

A RAvUT avUseatu Ve eus vessas sams v een g e

a general acceptance of intermarriage has
developed coinciding with the rapid rise in
the incidence of intermarriage in recent
years.

Table 17 reveals a high proportion re-
garding the problem of anti-Semitism as
serious. In this area, consensus is obtained
across all types of Jewish identity. Two-
thirds or more of the Jews in each group
agreed that anti-Semitism constitutes a
serious problem in the U.S. today, but this
view w o

TABLE 16

Hypothetically, if your child were considering m:
would you: strongly support, support, accept or
oppose the marriage?

PERI

Strongly
JEWISH IDENTITY Support  Support  Accept

TABLE 17
Do you agree or disagree that anti-Semitism i

PEI

Strongly Somewhat Somewh:
JEWISH IDENTITY Agree Agree  Disagree




the JNR are the most liberal, but the

JBRs are not much less likely to be liberal.

In contrast the largely Christian JOR and
especially the JCO are theologically more
conservative.

Jrself generally. ..

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Middle
of the Very Don't
Road Conservative Conservative Know

on
NR
o ted

into mainstream America, it retains
historical American Jewish attitudes even
while it rejects traditional Jewish values.
Thus, in many social and political at-
titudes, the JNR population is distinct
from the JCO and JOR groups.

35 closest to describing your feelings




any type of formal Jewish education and

are displayed in Table 20. The survey did

not measure the quality of Jewish education.

A total of 3,350,000 of the surveyed pop-

ulation are estimated to have received

nnrrmgy v AT s o oo

Mitzvah data produces irregular patterns
and few valid conclusions.

Though more Jewish males than females
obtain some exposure to any type of Jew-
ish education, Table 21 shows that once
they enter the Jewish educational system
the sex bias largely vanishes. The statistics
record the expansion of the Jewish educa-
tional network in recent decades since
younger adults, both male and female,
have received more years of formal Jewish
educat A T o
recent

been a

years o

availat

as the

stance,

quarte

age, wl

educat

(10 or

TABLE 20

Jewish Education by Jewish Identity

PERCENTAGES
SOME.

JEWISH IDENTITY Males

TABLE 21

Number of Years of Formal Jewish Educati
for Core Jewish Adults with Some Jewish [
(Total Population = 2,820,000)

YEARS OF Males Age Males Age
JEWISH 18-44 45 and Ove
EDUCATION (n=845,000) (n=710,000
1 or less 5 10

2 6 9

3 9 10

4 13 13

5 15 14

6 10 8




IBR)

Orthodox

Conservative

Reform

Reconstructionist

Just Jewish

Non-Participating

Something Else
Don't Know
Total Percent
Total Population

TABLE 73
Denomination Raised by Current Jewish Ig

Just Jewish

Secular

Non-Participating

Something Else Jewish

~ e




structionist

Jewish Pai

Orthodox 88.4 31.6 12.0 19.1 16.6
Conservative 5.1 60.8 26.1 47.2 24.8
Reform 0.4 4.4 57.9 1556 13.9
Darnanctriirtinnict N ) 0.3 18.1 0
1.0 1.2 0 422
0 0 0 0
1.7 2.2 0 0
0.4 0.4 0] 25
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1
ostic, Atheistic, Jawish and Other Relgion,
jonal and mascallaneous other Jawish
ference of Households
Jumbear Percant
Orthodox 135,000 6.8
Conservative 806,000 40.4
Reform 827,000 41.4
Reconstructionist 33,000 1.6
Traditional 63,000 392
Just Jewish 104,000 5.2
Miscellaneous Jewish 29,000 1.4
Total Households with a 1,996,000 100.0

Jewish Denominational Preference




offered, surprisingly appears to be favored

.. by many respondents. In most cases, it
seems to be either a mixture of Jewish and
1 another religion or simply a Christian re-

ligion but rarely Buddhist or some other

non-Christian religion. Unfortunately, we
cannot provide further information at this
time as to what the answer implies or why

it was chosen over a specific denomination.

ti-Person Households by Household Type




really differentiate the JNR from the JCO of these behaviors. For example, a young co

and JOR groups. While about 60 percent adult may not have the funds to afford a ve
of the JBR population fasts on Yom visit to Israel; a sick elderly person may be 3
Kippur, only around 10 percent of the physically unable to do volunteer work. hi
JNR, JCO or JOR groups observe this More detailed analyses in the monograph ac
ritual. The data on synagogue/temple series will underrake comparisons by age

and other key background variables.

TABLE 97
. Jewish and Civic Attachments and Practice

by lewish Identity

PERSONAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICE
Fast on Yom Kippur

Attend Synagogue on High Holidays
Attend Synagogue Weekly

I ISRAEL TIES
and 21 percent volunteered for a Jewish Visited Israel
organization in 1989. Except for 12 per-
cent of the JNR group reporting mostly
Jewish friends, in the other measures of
Jewish social ties, the JNRs as well as the
JCO and JOR groups reported percent Most/All Friends Jewish
ages of 10 percent or less.

Have Close Family or Friends in Israel

JEWISH SOCIAL TIES

Subscribe to Jewish Periodical

Volunteer for Jewish Organization in 1989

CIVIC INVOLVEMENT

Registered Voter



of givers was not as disparate across the
household types. Roughly two-thirds of
those households that were either Entire-
ly Jewish or Mixed contributed, while just
over half of the households with no Core
Jews gave to secular causes. Levels of
political contributions again exhibit the
uniformity of public involvement, which
characterizes this population irrespective
of differences in Jewish identity.

TABLE 28
Jewish and Civic Attachments and Practici

Attend Passover Seder*

Never Have Xmas Trea
Light Hanukkah Candles
Contributed to Jewish Charity in 1989

Contributed to Federation/UJA
Campaign in 1989

Sabbath Candles*

Y 10,000

1,000,000
860,000
410,000

Current Synagogue Membership

Celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut

Kosher Meat all the Time QRN NNN




rent dues paying households.

In general, data not shown here indicate
that affiliated households with an average
of 2.5 Jews per household are larger than
all Entirely Jewish households which have

A A

Entirely Jewish as well as Mixed house-
holds. Tabulations of the average total
household size and the average number of
Core Jews in the households indicate that
households reporting “other” or “don’t
know/refused” contain the highest pro-
portion of members who are not Core
Jews. The “Other” category includes some
large Hasidic households which suggests
the real number of affiliated Orthodox
totals over 400,000 persons. However,
Conservative affiliation followed by
Reform ™ oo
percent

to Cons

temples

who bel

Orthodox 136,000 16
Conservative 371,000 43
Reform 303,000 35
Esconstructionist 21,000 2
Other 14,000 2
ROTR oW 16,000 2
Tatal 860,000 100
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the 125,813 responding households
matched the most current estimates of
these demographic characteristics pro-
duced by the Census Bureau. The weight-
ing procedure automatically adjusted for
noncooperating households, as well as for
those who were not at home when the in-
terviewer telephoned and for households
who did not have telephones or had multi-
ple lines.

Accuracy of Data

MNonsampling Errors

All popularion surveys are subject o the
possibility of errors arising from sampling,
NONESpONse, and rﬁpﬂmll;nts prnvid'ing
the wrong information, and the NIPS is
no exception. The response rate to the in-
itial screener interview, used to idr:nt'lﬁr
potential Jewish households, was ap-
proximately 50 percent. This is lower than
most surveys concerned abour qualiry
strive to achieve. (The response rate was
essentially caused by the contractor'’s need
for cach set of sample cases assigned for in-
terview to be completed in a few days.
This made followup of most nor-at-homes
impractical.) The concern over the effect
of nonresponse on the statistics is not so
much on the size of the nonresponse since
this is adjusted for in the weighting, but on
the possibility that nonrespondents are dif-
ferent from respondents. Variations in re-
sponse rates by geography, age, sex, race,
and educational attainment were adjusted
for in the weighting. This still left the pos-

- bounds

ctive

ty of all
Jews, this test does provide strong support
for the view that nonresponse did not have
an important impact on the reliability of
the count of the Jewish population.

In regard to errors in reporting whether a
person is Jewish, previous studies indicate
that the errors are in the direction of
understating the count of the Jewish
population, although the size of the under-
statement does not seem to be very large.

A particular concern in the NJPS was the
F,;.‘..l.. s wesusedlss walmmmans sofls e o

I
those with distinctive Jewish names (DJN)
were identified. In households that re-
ported themselves as Jewish in the detailed
interviews, 16.8 percent had DJN’s. The
rates were slightly smaller for refusals (13.9
percent) and for those who could not be




reported that there is some understatement
of reporting of Jewish heritage in inter-
views surveys. No adjustments for this
were made since firm data on the size of
the understatement does not exist. As a
result, the estimate of the size of the Jewish

USRI - S RSN, W, R ESEPI, S SR N

estimates of the Jewish population, the
range is slightly higher since sampling va-
riability will affect both the estimate of the
number of Jewish households and of the
average number of Jews in those house-
holds. The 95 percent range is plus or
minus 3.5 percent. These ranges are the
limits within which the results of repeated
sampling in the same time period could be
expected to vary 95 percent of the time,
assuming the same sampling procedure,
the same interviewers, and the same
questio1

For stat
tion of |
egories,
determi
fer to st
persona
were or
each hc

istics ot

Jewish population can be approximated by

NV p(L-p)/n

where p is the estimated percentage and n
is the sample size, that is, either 2,441 or
6,514, depending on the type of statistic.
For percentages of segments of the Jewish
population (e.g., females, Jews by Choice,
persons 63 years and over, etc.) the stan-
dard error is approximarely

where R is the propartion of Jews in the
segment for which percentages are com-
puted.

Some examples of the size of the sampling
errors may be illuminating. When per-
centages of all Jewish households are cal-
culated, the relevane value of n is 2,441,
TI'I!: l;lr;_]l:_lit ﬁr:'lnl.i:lﬂ] CITOT COCCUTS &.'lr Ih‘.'
50 percent statistic. The maximum stan-
dard error for statistics on all houscholds
is then equal to 1 percent. The 95 per-
centage range includes 2 standard errors,
or 2 percent. The 50 percent statistics can
then be interpreted as a range from 48 to
52 percent. Analyses of subgroups of
households will have higher standard
errors, for example, when a 20 percent
segment of the population is being studied
(e.g., Jewish households in the West) the
maximum standard error will be about 2.3
percent, and the 95 percent range on a 50
percent item will be plus or minus 4.6
percent.
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