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human beings. But for those who des

Judaism—born Jews, Jews by choice,

married Jews, children of intermarried f
contact with the Jewish community but
brief intraduction to Judaism from a moc
vou read appeals to you, hopefully you
and learn more about how special, hov
help people best fulfill their hopes, dreanr
wonderful heritage, culture, and religiot
more meaningful for you and for those yc

Judaism originated and represents tt
no other divinity to be worshipped.
Abraham and Sarah chose to become tt
continuity, for forty centuries Judaism
thealogical belief that only God is God, tt

That theme is so powerful, so comj
whai no other people in the history of the
a creative people, faithful to their beli
homeland for more than two thousanc
remarkable because it has occurred in the
in recorded history—much of it, ironically

Judaism gave birth to two other maji
Islam. Christianity added to the supreme
man—]Jesus. This is in sharp contrast to
no individual in Jewish history—not ever
be worshipped.

Within the Jewish religion, there a
Orthodox, and Reform Judaism (which
Progressive Judaism) and there is
Reconstructionist. Some people think of



good. Some Jews even question the existence of God. Yet, all feel a part of a
culture and a tradition that goes back for thousands of years—a tradition that
speaks of God’s Biblical covenant with the Jewish people and the mission of the

ations that My

and society are
integral part of
ih theology that
maore important
Care becoming

unity of people
what some call
Jewish,

slore |n|' Yol
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THE UNIVERSALISM OF JUDAISM AND PERSONAL FREEDOM

The unique Jewish perspective of universalism is one of its main differences
other major religions. For instance, Jews have never looked upon Christians
oslems as “infidels.” In contrast to the doctrine of traditional Christianity that
nust believe in Jesus in order to be saved, Judaism teaches that one does not
to be Jewish in order to gain whatever rewards there are after death. Rather,
sm’s  central criterion has heen the goodness of the life that one leads—the

al performs. The “gates of heaven” are open

':mphasis on actions in this world, rather than
This central theme of Jewish tradition is one
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CHOUSE, GUIUEU DY NET OWN CONSClence anc

Consequently, in contrast to the strc
have given to the anti-abortion movement
Reform movement or, for that matter, fror
Orthadox Jews (10% to 15% of all North At
the anti-abortion movement, but there
freedom of choice.

The: belief in individual freedom is d«
part, is a chronology of a people’s fight fc
ol the Exodus, retold each year during the
continuous celebration of freedom in reco
Passover recounts the enslavement of the
Egyptian Pharaoh and their liberation throu

Passover not only inculcates in every
of individual freedom and the responsibilit
all, bur it also exemplifies one of the n

Judlaizm: The central role of the family anc

holidays.

THE CENTRALITY OF THE FAMIL'

In the pressure-packed society of th
from it all and have a “very special” evenir
choice. The combination of a leisurely :
sharing of ideas and feelings combine to cr

Judaism offers an opportunity to sh:
evening at home, with the celebration of th
of the greatest gifts of Judaism to civilizatio
continues until sundown on Saturday. A
recitation of the lovely blessing forges a 1
with generations past.
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Even though one may not literally believe there is a God who commands
that the Sabbath lights be lit, or who creates the fruit of the vine, or who brings
T C ’ o o T * ielps create the

ime.” They are
' generation, in a
rt of a spiritual
r Jew throughout
and meal in the

bonds of mutual
es, and between
© wias a regular
reciation of how
| not share this
in creating these

Liv nusne aiou paeyo e cesnmas svie s s cwvavesaunoa Of many Jewish
idays, engendering warm feelings among families and friends. The Passover
er is probably the most beloved. The story of the Exodus fram Egypt is read
n a book called the “Hagaddah,” usually with each person at the table reading
tions of the story. There are traditional highlights, one of the most endearing
ng the “Four Questions” which are asked by the youngest child present,
inning with the first question: “Why is this night different from all other
ats?”

As the Passover story is related in response to the four questions, the service
v ’ Sttt 7 ing of being part of a chain of tradition, by the
the Passover meal itself. Unleavened bread,

haste in which Jews fled to freedom with no

herbs symbolize the bitterness of slavery. As

itural empathy that develops for the Jews who

6

better in the coming year. The synagog
observance of both Rosh Hashanah and
cvening service and the break-the-fast din
day add in a very meaningful way to the «
cngender a renewed bonding of family anc

The eight-day festival of Hanukkah
occurs in December (on different days eac
lunar calendar), and commemorates the lit
Maccabees more than two thousand ye:
throughout the year, and to all of these ¢
holidays, such as Thanksgiving and the F

Jews, it is the best of both worlds.

Many Jewish holidays and home ce
add 1o the tradition.  Matzah, of course, !
Passover.,  Potato pancakes—"latkes” are
rolls with sweet poppy seed or fruit fil
commemaorites the triumph of Queen F
Haman, who sought to destroy the Jews.
the shabbat dinner and also during holid
proverbial chicken soup—Friday nights, he

Social scientists increasingly focus on
the growth and development of positive
development of important values such a
justice.  The strengthening of the family
thus have both religious and societal sig
social fabric of our nation

The centrality of the family in Judaisn
Ten Commandments: “Honor your father
commandment is so strong that it continue
prayer called the Kaddish is recited in me
formal mourning following death and also

?
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might almost say that this prayer is the guardian of the people by
whom alone it is uttered; therein lies the warrant of its cantinuance.

Can a nennle dicannear and he annihilated cn lano g4 g .'_-hild

it permits
. 1o flower
pOsSsesses

rabbi will often
individuals who
tJ!:‘ same r,|:i}-' o
all people rise
tive synagogues,
se for the entire
ut whether the
© congregation
N - P

On Yom Kippur afternoon (and also on three other holidays during the
ish calendar year), there is a special synagogue service called “Yizkor,”
ning “memory.” It is a time of special remembrance of parents or other loved
s who are no longer living, providing solace for all mourners.

The “Bar” and “Bat Mitzvah” ceremonies are yet another example of the
gration of the family in Jewish religious celebrations. Generally, a child
»mes Bar Mitzvah (male) or Bat Mitzvah (female) at age 13, after completing a
se of study which usually extends over a number of years. Family and friends

7 ) " ious service celebrating this joyous occasion.
r adults who may never have experienced a
" a period of study, they, too, can become Bar

iny examples of the centrality of the family in

8

When children first learn of God,
someone who created the world, who p
children grow older and expand their i
concept of God changes and they ask prc
What is God?—An infinite force? A spiritu

Other questions are asked, some cen
the face of all of the tragedy that people
Holociaust where five million innocent Je
innocent Jewish children were slaughte
because they were Jews.

Muany modern Jews do not spend r
have deeply felt spiritual needs. Reform ]
freedom of thought. There is no specit
grapples with questions of spirituality ar
perspectives of God can be intellectually
spirituzlly fulfilling.

One of the best sources for explor

Judiaism is a very readable book by Rifat

Crocl: Ten fewish Responses. (UAHC Press).

Syme summarize ten distinct concepts of C
Bible, God in Rabbinic Literature, Phi
Aristotelianism of Maimonides, The Mysticist
Philosophy of Dialogue of Buber, The Lin
Naturalism of Kaplan, and The Humanism o
ten different perspectives on such issues a:
world, God and the people Israel, God and t

The thoughtful examination of the
development of one’s own personal re!
instance, some may identify with the phil:
that a belief in God is an affirmation that t

9



Steinberg urged that:

“...like all other propositions, that of the existence of G is not
B Bl o i p - ith.”

ish concepts of
e, The Prophet
you out of the
§7:11-12.) More
1er there would
levelopment of
ne Conservative
wm Jews do not
teachers have
1panion volume
sino and Syme

leath even
though our bodies waste away, something of ourselves remains. They
have adhered to the belief that our soul, or intellect, or spirit does not
disappear but returns to the Source of all life.

This theory cannot be confirmed empirically, but several thinkers have
advanced compelling arguments. Some, for example, have argued that
we are part of the entire universe and that whatever makes the
universe “whole” is never totally lost....

After reviewing a number of differing concepts of immortality, the authors

id a very powerful appeal among Jews.
57 or “Spirit” that is eternal, many believers
nething of us remains forever. It is this
1ce life with greater courage and hope.

10

rorward 1o me ume when God would s
people of Israel and all humanity, usherin;
Among the reasons Jews did not accept Je
age did not come into being. In Reform
attain the messianic age as a result of the ¢
than through the figure of a Messiah. Mo
responsibility of all people to work togett
all humanity.

Exploring spiritual issues may yield
Even those who have not yet found satist
discovered a meaningful concept of God
Judaism freely allows and encourages a
spiritual meaning in life, with no single t
quest that is part of Jewish tradition, a linl
Undertaking this quest can result in gre:
rewitrds,

JEWISH CONCERN FOR “
AND SOCIAI

Most Jews are aware of the tradition
Hillel, who was asked by a Roman soldie
on one foot”—in other words, to put all ¢
response was to repeat Judaism’s original ¢
yourself, do not do unto others. That is
commentary. Now go and study!”

The “Golden Rule” is in that portior
Code.” (Leviticus, Chapter 19) It is a ba
Jewish commitment to fairness, human resj

These fundamental values, rooted ir
relatively high standards of generosity for

11



know who is receiving.

6. The giver knows to whom he gives, but the receiver does nat know the

river

€ POOT N

the poor by
him out of

ell or himself—is
e complex issues
eak the chains of
Judaism and also
for Jews to help
i dignity and self-

laism embodies
npassion and love, for language in the Torah often appears harsh to the
dern ear. However, one must remember and understand that the Jewish
le—what Christianity called the “Old Testament’—was written 3,000 years ago.
> as it is important to judge Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of
ependence, in the context of the times in which he lived, and not in absolute
ns of his having been a slave owner, we must judge the Jewish Bible, including
first five books known as the Torah, in terms relative to what was taking place
society 3,000 years ago. By that standard, the Torah was remarkably
gressive. (For instance, the well-known adage, “an eye for an eye,” may seem
‘ ' ' ' s an improvement over the mores of Middle
hen one could be killed for injuring another
the Torah is an ancient document, there is in
ntary, and re-interpretation that has allowed the

in every generation.
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speaks directly to us today. For example
and injustice were rampant, the Jewish pi
social justice—for everyone, not just Jews.

One of the most meaningful aspect
religious and cultural environment and st
be enhanced and also transmitted from or
assert that there is no longer a need to h:
values can be transmitted automatica
framework. However, most thoughtful Re:
of active involvement of modern Jews in si
freedom and social justice did not arise in
religious and cultural heritage and faith,
4,000 years. This Jewish heritage has bee
and encouraging individual Jews to speak
love, peace and justice for all. Therefore,
not just for themselves but for all humanki:

EDUCATION AND STUDY

Although the Torah is best known
Jewish tradition “Torah” has another conn
study has been a central theme of Judaism

In a Europe that for centuries discrim
to ghettos, denied Jews ownership of real «
universities, Jews overcame these terrible li
They studied the Torah and the other bc
rabbinic literature, the challenging debates
and the poetry and thought of Jewish sag
just for itself but because, in the words of
literature, the “Ethics of the Fathers,” studs
good deeds. For almost all Jews, scholarly

13
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fundamental Jewish tradition has played a key role in the continuity of the Jewish
people and in the contributions that Jews have made to humankind.

PEACE

ten God and the
ituries of shared
1wtional bonding
1. Among Jews,
it some call a
nng from shared
n of children o
| concern for the
| help.
me of the most
nents in support
he world joined
:ther to help in the creation and support of a free democratic nation in the land
srael where any Jew could go to live in freedom, dignity and peace. Since its
laration of independence in 1948, Israel has been an island of democracy in a
dle East region of authoritarian states. Literally; the desert was made to bloom.
zically, it did not bloom in peace.
Surrounded by enemies pledged to its destruction, Israel has been forced to
a tremendous economic price for its survival and spend an extraordinarily
1 percentage of its gross national product on self-defense. An even greater
cholagical and emotional nrice has been paid by Israeli women, men and
/here their lives have been in constant danger.
‘ors in neighboring states on a regular basis.
raids across the border including bombings of
aarketplaces. Terrorist acts have also occurred
re of Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics.

14

Europe in the face of terrible anti-Semitisi
late MNineteenth and early Twentieth Ce
killed,  Jews found it very natural to
emigrated 1o escape anti-Semitism in the ¢
This does not mean that Refornm
everything that takes place in Israel. I
issues, ranging from dissatisfaction with tt
honest differences on how best to attain a
But despite disagreements, there is
able to return to the: land of Israel after
were dble 1o help rebuild a free democr:
Isracl, that in this nation there is creativity
ane medicine to literature and the arts, t
been created that energizes Jews throuy
remarkable chain of dynamic Jewish surviy
Insicdle Israel, leaders of Reform (P
groups who seek peaceful solutions to t
Palestinians and with neighboring Arab s
never be any lasting peace in the Middl
recognize the right of Israel to exist as a
threats of Arab leaders to annihilate T
democracies among the Arab nations have
the many barriers that block the road to pe
The traditional word of greeting in I
“peace.” Every Sabbath prayer service,
prayer for peace—not only for Israel, bul
quest for peace is a primary goal of Judais
particular. That is one of the reasons why
social action activities and Religious Actic
among Reform Judaism’s proudest accom
of their major goals the achievement of a j

15
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Such diversity will no doubt continue in future centuries. This is one of the
most important elements of Reform Judaism. It has the capacity to change to meet
tha nande AF Thawre wrhaearrne thao lisra and it alaa hac tha nn«\nnh.}, 18] [‘.iﬂ}\’i{.k.' "‘".

central core of

ment of Reform
of three major
18 (UAHC), the
and the Central

n of stiates and
erican Hebrew
a broad array of
ongregations in
he development
rials), camping
B , oL L aples and w the
rmarried and children of intermarried, and social action programs in both
‘h America and Israel, to practical administrative guides and assistance o help
vidual congregations better serve their members. Among the many fine books
lished by the UAHC are several especially helpful for people who were not

1 Jewish, including Choosing Judaism by Lydia Kukoff.
Historically, the Reform movement has its roots in the active involvement of
, and this is evident in the structure of the UAHC. It is governed by a Board
iprised primarily of outstanding lay leaders from congregations across the
At AF thn TTniend Cenvne aed Cangda. Within the UAHC, there are several
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods
Temple Brotherhoods (NFTB) and the North

th (NFTY).

1e Reform movement is the Hebrew Union

16

meaningtul, relevant, intellectually stimul
satisfying religion, culture and communit
intermarricd families that identify as Jews.

But the successful growth and develo
in any one, two or three organizations. R:
people who are involved.  For 4,000 year
that they have faced—the most miraculous
face perhaps the greatest test of all: the cf
of freedom and opportunity.

Maost thoughtful Jews have both an i
desire 1o see Judaism continue to grow
many non-Jews, they believe that Jewish
pluralism in the United States and Canada a
contributions of Jews to society have bee
many paint with pride to the outstanding
spectrum of activities ranging from science
the most important Jewish contributions
outgrowth of the heart of Jewish tradition:
socicty are perfectible—the universalism o©
and the home in Judaism—the emphasis of
justice—and the Jewish tradition for educati

All of this heritage is part of what Jud:

CHOOSING .

Judaism offers to everyone the uniqu
building upon and continuing a tradition t
and Sarah—a tradition unparalleled in the h

That tradition is open to all—not jt
Isaiah, fervently believed in Israel’s mission
day when the House of God would be calle

17
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rational standpoint and would have the most positive impact on civilization, she or
he would find that Judaism would be the most appealing. If you were (o add o
hin bbb cnnkinmn]l cntiafantina  wraemath and cninnnet that come o ’."K.'il"lH a l-mﬂ
traditions, culture,
ttle doubt among
i very special and

ing these feclings
ne and effort, but

wrn more aboul

or you; if, on the

it Jucaism that is

learn more. The

il the more it can

. This booklet has
. . . ers for you,

You have an opportunity to be part of the continuance of a remarkable
dition that is 4,000 years old but is yet so relevant and meaningful to modern
1es; you have an opportunity to know the fullness of the love, compassion and
derstanding that are an integral part of Judaism. You have an opportunity to be
it of a unique religion, culture and community of people that emphasizes this
orld, rather than the next, that pursues social justice and freedom for all as part

the Jewish tradition of universalism.

There isa story drawn from Jewish literature about a cynic who approached
T ! ' “Rabbi, you are supposed to be a great sage. 1
ind, I hold a small bird. Is it dead or alive?”

1id the bird was alive, the cynic would crush it
w a dead bird. If, however, the rabbi said the
ven up his hand and let the bird fly away.

18 19
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ttract people to services. The ne
lew sanctuaries, rabbis, cantors, g
t seating arrangements and uniqu
tly result in that same “saving rer
:cause something essential is abs
'synagogues vary among congreg
Movement has an abundance of t
l-attended activities. Unfortunate
ur synagogues is the sanctuary, v
~—not for special programs, nove
s, bar mitzvahs, weddings, and fu
i sake.” Strange, isn't it? Have y¢
hout a sanctuary or some other f
en, is missing?
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the very

are at best airecting a presentat:

Rabbis who do believe in Gc¢
talking about God, in very person
These discussions must focus or
exists. We must speak of a God
congregants’ lives, because this G
rabbi’s life. It must be a God -
would affect the very essence of o
the loss of a loved one.

This God, who makes a diff
difference in the lives of our con,
develop a belief in their rabbi’s |
have taught them that a belief in
help the Reform Jew in searching
already involved ourselves in our
by rabbis that real belief is pos:
the specific contents of the belie:

' adopt this God-orient

hing more to offer in t.
ier or psychiatrist. We
or gimmick to offer a'
.pproach will have a ¢
ng we will encourage
Lour religious schools ¢
:nd time worrying abo
leration, or Jewish Fan
nething that they can
»artnership rather than






some of the challenges that you am
. what many claim is a very difficuli

an exciting and challenging time

what my prejudices are. Let me st
t synagogue is the most important

111 it the temple, call it the syna;
ost important, significant institut
u. Secondly, the leadership of the
called upon to play a different kir

and role modeling for Jewish life.
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icecuped. It didn't do a thing for

years to develop its own educ

long time., Yes, we know there we)
t Beth Israel was founded in the 18
on to this country comes 1880 to 1!
1% and over, of American Jews have o
're just getting started. So what
iy, in its beginnings, not a commun
ent has happened here has happened

ioney because the world Jewish commu



aduate level in this country than e
e weren't as many students of Judai
fact, we've produced more Ph.D.'s 1
t's fascinating. We supply some of
nating.
period of time the American Jewish
Jewish community, became the spi
of unbelievable challenges - the
Jews that were lost? The greate
e greatest libraries, they’'re still

[o be able to somehow replace all o:
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antry club, who's going to force yo
munity that never existed before i
there is no community. There is nc
what. And I think it’'s a goed id
+ point is, thers is no such thi
Even the talmud torah movement fails
:nt talmud torah movement, where
ome Jewish and learn about it in s
any synagogue of any movement. T

were independent. In the late 4



' "Oh, there's this great book of
would like that.” "Rabbi, that's

ay God bless you.” Then they go ou
are these green ashtrays, green be
Sometimes a Jewish festival gets i
you find a few wvery good Jewish ar
hanukah Menorah, crafted, one in a '
»u get and you put up there., And t
homes. The reality is that our hom

ry Jewish. The rituals aren’t the:



there. Law firms that one time sh
partner. Even in the so called wa:
:'s okay. But at home there’'s very
uate about teaching their children i
iynagogue to teach it. They send
to the temple, kid? So they ca
i my child te you rabbi, so that yo
sed to be that the child came to thu
he home and came to the rabbi for a
u come to the temple and say, "Do i

itions of the Jewish past, the commw



the kaddish you hope will be said.

en the baby 1is born, or the fet

iere you come for comfort, sclace,

e there will be someone for you.

re have this magnificent, wonderful

¢+ have anything like it before, an

ged.

synagogues in the 1870's, they bui
few extra classrooms on the side.

the 19th century was simply that; .
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place for the best in Jewish art. 3
through culture, You need mus:
» uplift. You need rabbis who have
be available to you for all life's
‘ferent rabbi from earlier rabbis wi
bother me.” Today, you want your

ate emerging. All of that is diffi

Point two is Reform Judaism. Ref:

the point of Reform Judaism? Tt



, aestheties in their synagogues.
m be Jewish and American at the
Even in our choice of synagogue o
'ole. Our choice has more to do
ligious school, youth group, etec. -
f that period is over. It did it
want., We feel very comfortable. N
cating and drowning in our freedom.'

what are we doing about all this ¢

m? How does a person know what to ¢

Grandma did that. If you were Ger:
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nstitutions transformational, carin
ialing with new challenges.

at the most important thing you wou
to leave a synagogue board and get
people I could get my hands on alw:
New York. Yet, the real place whe
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they need. We don't need demograpl
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. a lnowing heart, knowledge that
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iritual center - who renew in
very core of our Jewishness.
' new Jewish leadership through whos

to capture the future.
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IN MANY COMMUNITIES HAS EEEN
RABBI'S AND CONGREGANTS OF

JNS ARE ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS,
i WITH SOME OF THE LOCAL FEI
SOME FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND

i SYNAGOGUES AND FEDERATIONS.
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