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Date _ _,2=--4-'--J"-=u=n=e--=l :....:9c...J7....::6'-----

From _____ R_a_b_b_i_ B_ a_l_f_o_u_r_ B_r_i_c_k_n_e_r _____ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of _______ R_ a_b_b_i_ S_y_ m_e_,_ R_a_b_b_i_ G_e_r _t _m_a_n __________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

I was at Gene Aherbach's on Saturday 19 June 
for a social engagement, and we discussed the 
subject of your 27 May memo. 

He has some excellent ideas, and we are going 
to continue discussions at lunch in the near 
future. Before going any further with Gene, 
perhaps you and I, and possibly Dan, have to 
sit down and di~cuss just how serious we are 
about this entire project, and who will have 
the responsibility of initiating and following 
through on this project. 

This is a major decision which precludes any 
further involvement with Gene. 

Ps -- Please note that the spelling of Gene's 
surname is Aberbach. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 



y 27, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander . Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Eugene Averbach; Rabbis Daniel Syme & Stuart Gertman 

Gene Auerbach called me and indicated that he is very anxious to help in 
the establishment of a high school level Day School on Long Island. His 
own kids are in a Conservative Day School, which also has many other young 
people from Reform hoines. Their school, indeed none of the Day Schools in 
the area,hav a high school level. He feels it is essential end that it 
would be good to establish such a high school. He 11 willing to give of 
his time and effort to thil end. 

I would be grateful if you, or Stu or Danny were to contact Gene and 
arrange for a meeting to discuss this matter. I also ask that you keep 
me posted. 





Hr. f ro1d \/olnst ck 
I 'Gt C ntury Part Lu t 
Los An~1•io ~ C • 90067 

c; rtt I , 

I~ nsl r th llltt r of th Unlon•s r I tlonshlp with T le E ue1' Day 
Sd\'X)I t be of c:h sl nlfl~nco that It req Ire the st~ nsltlv kin 
o°fra t nt by all of us. Let st•t• tM f cts c.rofully u I» 

(I) Th r Is 19b Poll~ Stat nt of th UAhC - CC Joint 
C lsslon of Jewish Educ tlon b • In p•rt that the U Ion 
''k d r • of pllot pro r.a 

nta c:ts In ful I-ti , J 11 ducat Ion •.. 
to In • t 1 cons o At&y P.efom J 

.Int t•g In lnltl ti r f full-t 

(%) '.J bt()U &,t to th 1971 
Menn I al Ass ly It Inc.or orat d an ddl ti al concept: Uni 
fur din (,f such projects. The stat t •~·, so ndly thrash d 
cie t a oo the b sh of t~ unwll lln~nu5 f th 
tc, 1,1•r•I t tho Unlo1 tQ fund O v ~~hool proJ ct. 

(J) \,,h6ft t In C; Ila of 
., rshl~" and ' dues re re ulltlnc;t •nd end 
s not be: hondleu t t s It was 
l ti t th Unlvn le &t th 
r hli, of c; -spo,1 orshlp (except for fun Ing). aftor whldl 
w n turn to th C ltt for dua re11 f. 

ly 

(') bbl O lol Sy Is Acting Olr ctor oft Dop r nt of Ed utl . 
• Is In our corner. ttu llevcs In followlng th policy In ro O~y 

School. Any nd al I ur le tlona to hlr concerning t~ 1> c:heol 
as n ucatlon I In tr - ,t r corr ct and valfd. Any a all 
corr spon nc with hi s '"'J fin ncl41 help or r II f •r an 
a r atlon of his role nd ut erstandlng. I f I, therefore, 
that your letter f ClOllltJtli)er 25th to R bbl Sy lght b lsconstrued 
y JI Involve. I r cognlz • •r•t• yo ar, facl ~ t dcfl~ft 

you roJ•c;t. Any 1>ressure r suyg tlon to th Union In r T I 
1ucl 1s uy School th t Is flCJt IA WAS c with tho• lstlng 

pol ley, ls golny t ro~e count rp uctlve, I • 



Page 2 - coa•lnued 
H rold Weinstock 

Before next Tuesday evening, Hal, I would 1tke to receive an affirmation 
from you th t you agre and subscribe to the above. I am prepared to 
carry the ball with you as a partner. I have to know, however, that 
w r saying th s me things at th same time. 

m convnltted to the concept of a syna9ogue sponsored Day School. 
respect nd admire the efforts Temple Emanuel has made In the creation 
of Its Day School. The syllogism reaches Its logical conclusion when I 
tell you once again that I aii therefore C<>fllnltted to the Temple Emanu 1 
Day School - but committed within the ltmlts of the Union's policy at 
this time. 

ELH/hpr 

cc: Rabbi Meyer Heller 

be: Danny Syme 
Edie Hiller 
Norm Eichberg 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 
Director 



MEM-ORANDUM 
. ' 

From _________ R_a_b_b_i_ E_r_w_i_n_L_. _H.,_. e_rm_a_n _________ _ 

1i Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler o _________________ _ 

Date _ _ _ o_e_ce_m_b_e_r_ 4_, _1_9_7_s __ _ 

Alex, the letter in re Temple Emanuel Day School was perfect. 
I '11 keep you posted as we move along. Thanks so much for coming 
through. 

H- · . 



r, 

• • ~ ~~ 

~ % ~~ 
~L~-
~ z: ~~ 



Mr. Harold Weinatock 
Taple BNnuel 
88" Burton Way 

varly Hilla, C&lifornia 90211 

Dou Harold a 

December 2n4, 1975 

'1'hank you for YoUr letter of 1'Cm!:mbU' 25th. 

.. -I understand from En Haraan that the Day School will be hi9hli9htec1 at the Regional Aaaembly of 4elegatea meetiJMJ 
in DeCIU~tr. Thia ia an exaitillc;r ctevelopment, and I -aoat intereetec! in hearing about regional reaotion to, and ~t for, the acmool. • 

I bave ■hared Your lett.U' with lahbi Sahindler a• th• quead.on of OAHC finanaial aasistanae doe• not fall within my 4main. The Commiaaian and the Department take a apeoial int.ere tin the E!lanuel School, u do with all five of the exiaUn9 
day school.a. Th extent to which that support can be 
formalised bu yet to be discuss d en4 considered thorou9hly • 

.Ju4Y Bin-NUN will be in New York for the Day School ConterenCM in l'elmJ&ry. I will have an oPPortunity to 4.i■cua• the school an4 ita program with her at 1Q9th at that time. In th• JDeantime, pleaM keep me informed u to your procJn••· 

lloW that w know one another in a more personal way, let•• n.ay in touah. 

Happy Cbanukah. 

DI/ea 
c.c. · aahbi E. Berllan 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Daniel 8Y1N 
Aciln9 Director 
Departlltent of Bduoad.011 
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C/\N f0f1 BAfrnUI CfHION 

Rabbi Daniel Syme 
Acting Director, Department 

of Education 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Dan: 

November 25, 1975 

I very much enjoyed meeting with you at 
Union convention and working with you on th 
shop session . 

the 
·i:-1ork-

This is to officially request the Union through 
your department to assist our Temple day school 
through a co-sponsorship arrangement. 

The Temple recognizes that it will have to assume 
a major portion of the financial burden, but we would 
hope that the Union would give us the necessary com
munity and resource support, such as advertising, etc ., 
and also help us with our deficit at least in the for 
mative years. 

As you know, we are the only exclusively Reform 
Jewish day school on the West Coast. We believe that 
~e are operating a school with the highest quality of 
education> one which is of benefit not only t o our com 
munity but als o to the entire Refdrrn J ewish moveffiPPt. 
I think th3t Reform Jewish day schools ar_ imporca.nt 
to train a cadre of future Reform Jewish leaders to 
preserve not only our movement but a ll o f Judaism in 
the United States . 



, 

Rabbi Daniel Syrne 
November 25, 1975 
Page 2 

Unfortunately, we are finding it difficult f rom 
a financial point of view to continue our school alo ne. 
We hope and pray that the Union will b~ responsive to 
our request for help. 

To obtain any detailed information which you may 
wish concerning our school, please feel free to con
tact our Education Director, Ted Sharfrnan, or our day 
school director, Judy Bin -Nun, at any time. 

S:i,.ncerely, 

·- -I - ·-----"t"- -__... 
V -
Harold Ueinstock 

HW :ccr 

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 



, cR ab-bi c::/ll( e !J e 7- c;}-/-eff e 7-

fJ empfe Emanuel 

8844 !Bu'r.ton <Way 

!Bwe'r.Ly dJiLL1., California 90217 

November 26, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

This is my first opportunity to reply to 
your letter of November 18. I can assure you 
that we have been in touch with the MUM office. 
I also have been in contact with Erw Herman on 
the matter of our MUM arrangements and the Day 
School. I believe deliberations are proceeding 
amicably. I appreciate your concern and if you 
are needed I'll call upon you. 

Thanks for all your help! 

RMH:gaw 



Mbbi Meyer U. Uei
Teq,le Emanuel 
8844 Burtotl Wq 
Beverly ~l~•• ca. 90211 

Dear M : 
1 

November 18, 1975 

I \ This 18 my fint opportunity to reapond to yo1,1\n of October 30 
and I am delighted that you have had avora ie rosponse to my 
"top-o -the-head" propc>eal regarding Emanuel's l 1 situation. 
I do hop that your members will abo react in a similar manner• 

When ,you have a detail d real>(>nS , pleas do t with our 
MU1 office. A.a you know, all uch tt rs d by th 
} . Comnit~ee and tha would be the r ollo--,1. Of 
course. if I can be of assi ta.nee l: any y on~ d liberations 
begin, ple4se know that I tand ady to bee lved. 

With fond at rega.rd1 from oue td house, I 

Siiicerely. 

,'I' I I 
j 

I 
I 

f 

I 

\ 
I 

\ 

\ 

I' 

I \ \ 

\ ., 

\ 



,. 
d?aCCi cfli(e:ye:'l. c:Jfe:[fe:'l. 

'J empfe Emanuel 

8844 !Bu-don <Way 

!Bwvz.fy d-/-df1., California 90217 

October 30, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Al ex: 

A belated acknowledgment of your sympathetic 

response to my letter regarding our Day School 

program. The only purpose of this letter is to 

voice my appreciation for your prompt response 

and your concern for our problems. Our people 

concerned with our financial standing are studying 

your proposal and I will have a more detailed reply 

to you soon. I personally am favorably impressed 

by your 11 top-of-the-head 11 proposal. 

I hope to see you in Dallas! 

RMH:gaw 

Fao/'fully, 

(J.i~ 
/ Rabbi Meyer Heller 
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lMIEIMI (0) ~AINID> lUJIMI 
Date April 23, J9Z6 

From Mr. Theodore K. Broida 
v 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Mr. Albert Vorspan, Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman, 
To Rabbi Daniel Syme 

Copy for information of _____________________________ _ 

Subject _______________________________ _ 

At several of our meetings there has been much discussion about a resolution 
presented to a biennial concerning the development of day schools and full
time Jewish education authorizi_ng assistance to congregations, etc., etc. 

While it is correct that such a resolution was adopted in 1967 by the 
Commission on Jewish Education and presented to the 1969 UAHC Biennial in 
Miami, the record indicates that it was defeated. Therefore, while the 
Conunission established the policy, it is incorrect for us to state that 
the Biennial approved it. 

I do not believe that this means we have to change anything that we are 
doing. The Commission has the r_ight to establish policy. We should be 
careful and not describe this policy as bei_ng the will of the Biennial. 

I am attaching the applicable pages taken from the transcript of the 
1969 Biennial. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 
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following resolution : 11 ·,,,re r e spect the right of any religious 

denominati on to establish and administer its ov:n educa-cional 

institutions~ we applaud their contribution to the cultural 

and spiritual diversity of our nation." 

Reaffirming our devotion to separation of church 

and state we strongly urge that full-time Reform Jewish schools 

b e entirely supported by private and Jewish community funds. 

While we favor experimentation with fullt-time 

Jewish education, we do not propose developing a nationwide or . 

regional system of paro~hial 11 schools. Paroch~alism as a 

system, as well as a philosophy, require s that education belong 

solely to an established Church . Our position is radically 

different. As we envisage it, full-time Jewish education and 

public education reinforce: and strengthen each other. 

Full-time education within the Reform Move~ent will 

not be subject to a central authority with binding powers . Our 

primary purpose is to be of assistance to those parents who 

choose full -t ime Reform Jew~sh education for their children 

not to es-cablish a parochial hierarchy alien to the princip:es 

of Reform Juoaism and its national institutions. 

1: -? THEREFORE the 50th Genera1 Assembly of the UA~C 

Resolves : lG To authorize the UAHC Department of Education 

~ 

I 
M:C:TZGi::R RE 0 0RTING s:::Rv1c:=: 

I 
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to encourage the establishment of pilot programs and experi -

mental projects in full-time Reform Jewish education in accordance 

with the preamble to this resdution and also "to provide informa -

tion and consultation to any Reform Jewish congregation affil

iated with the UAHC or groups interested in initiating a program 

of full-time Reform Jewish education . 

2. Nothing contained herein shall constitute 

authorization t o the UAHC to establish such full-time schools, 

but only to direct the UAHC Department of Education t o be of 

assistance to congregations and other interested groups in 

instituting such schools and programs . 

3o Nothing herein contained shall authorize UAHC 

Encouragement, advice or support of such full-time schools, 

unless they be open to all persons regardles~ of race or 

religion . 

As I said before, in behalf of the majority of the 

Committee, I mo e the adoption of this resolution . 

(motion seconded) 

CH.A-IRivUiN GUT.f'.'Ll\NN : Ladies and Gentlemen, the motion 

h as been seconded. This important subject has been long in1 

coming to the floor of thi s convention. Because of its historica: 

importance, perhaps, I am going to call on the Chairman of the 
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!t d8es no~ add to ~hat we are already auth0ri2ed in a se~se 

~o do . 

C:-LAI::=tJvlAN GUTJ✓i.AJ\7N : ~he majority f"eeJing J-:2s jtJSc-

,, 
i, 

been expressed ; I'm going t o give the speaker for the minority 

~ opportunity to state his point of view very briefly . 
Ii 

I 
I' 

!i 
I, 

I~ . ROSE: In the view of the director of the 

Commission on Zducation, who is a proponent of this resoution , 

the resolution does n ot expand the authority that doesn 1 t al~eady 

exist . In the view of the minori t y it doe s so expand ....-t,.rJ2 

authority beyon d what purrently exists . (JI.pp la use ) 

(Calls for the question) 

CH.4IRMP.N GUT:1_l\ NN : I know you contro l this con ve n-

tion . However, there was a call for the qu~s~ion . I am goir1b 

t o ask this convention whethe r it wishe s now t o vote on the 

pJ ease say .4ye i:; opposed n No. 11 

and Ji112 to ,-,-. - 7 J""> 
\...C .!. ~ -

':"·hose opposed to c:i.osi ng the ceba::.e , p~e2se s-:a! ,c. . 

Th e debate is closed . 

h e will now vote on the re so lution . All -'--hos e in 

favo r of the resolution as submitted by t he Committee on ~eso-~~i 

METZGER REPOR T ING S:C:RVICE 



-

,· 

L~~ase rise ant sn=~ your cards. 

Those O?posed to the resolution on day school, 

I~ r~qu~res only a ~ajority vo~e , and in the opinion 

of ~he Chair ~n2 ~~solution is defeated . (_l;pplause) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you, very mvch . 

We are adjourned until ~omorrow at 9 :30 29m. 

(Whe~eupon, at 5 :20 0 1 clock, p.m . the session 

recessed to reconv~ne Kednesday, October 29, 1969, at 9 :30 a.m.) 

ME:,ZGE:R REPORTING SC::.RVICE 





Rabbi Leivy Smolar 
Director of the Library 
Baltimore Hebrew College 
5800 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

Dear Leivy, 

March 16, 1970 

Thank you so much for your letter concerning Woodstock. 
Alas, we simply cannot take advantaga of this opportunity 
now. The reason? Lack of funds, and that is the sad and 
sorry truth. 

Every time I turn around and every time a proposal such 
as yours is made, people insist that "any man or woman 
or Foundation representative" would find this or that 
cause worthy for a contribution, but these pious hopes 
always flounder on the harsh rock of reality. In other 
words, if you ltave a good idea and s omeone who will back 
it with money, come a-running, and the response will be 
much more affirmative. I hope you understand. 

The trip to Israel was wonderful! 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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BALTIMORE HEBREW COLLEGE 

58 □□ PARK HEIGHTS AVENUE e BALTIMORE, MD. 21215 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

I have an idea. 

March 11, 1970 

The Jesuits of Woodstock Seminary in Woodstock, Maryland are, as you most 
certainly know, moving to New York. It was only a matter of time before 
the land and the buildings would go up for sale. The land is magnificent, 
spacious, beautiful, in some areas awesome. The buildings include a central 
library, classrooms and dormitory space, as well as, I am sure, eating facilities. 

The announcement was made a day or so ago that the State of Maryland is investi
gating the possibility of purchasing Woodstock to use as a job training center. 
This announcement did not include the cost, only the exploration of what the cost 
might be and how the State would raise the money. Walter Orlinsky, Dr. Orlinsky's 
son, is a member of the House of Delegates and I am sure that he can quickly dig 
up that information. 

It must be obvious by now that I am driving at the possibility of acquiring this 
site for the establishment of a National Academy for Jewish Studies to be operated 
under UAHC auspices for junior high school and high school students, a school 
equal in standard and quality to the best any private school in the United States 
has to offer, which also can give a youngster the most intensive liberal Jewish 
education possible not only in the United States but in the world. 

Of course, for all I know you might already be moving in the same,~tion. 
Certainly I am only echoing sentiments which for several years now have been at 
the top of your own personal agenda--and here I go back to our New England exper
ience and not only to your life at the Union. 

Perhaps the above proposition regarding Woodstock makes sense. 
have little doubt about is that the sight of Woodstock would be 
any man or woman or foundation representative who is interested 
worthy cause for a contribution. 

The one thing I 
enough to thrill 
in finding a 

Any way, it's a thought, and when an idea does come along once every few years, 
you know I like to write to you and hear from you about it. 

I imagine that you are just coming back from Israel. I hope you had a wonderful 
trip. With best regards to Rhea, 

Sincerely, 

LS:b 
Ra& i.vy Dt:!J! of 

Smolar 
the Library 



Com1nissiori on Jewish ducation 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations & Central Conference or American Rabbis 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • 249-0100 

2.19.70 
Dear Alan, 

It just occurred to me that I don't 

have a copy of your most recent curriculum manual 

for your school. 

Would you mind sending me one? 

Just heard unofficially and confident~ally 

and sub rosa and in camera, etc., etc., that Herb 

Zuckerman has been aprointed head of the Rodeph 

Sholom day school. Even Herb won't know until 

next week because of committee red tape! 

P.S. 

Will keep you au courant. 

Kol tuv, 

q,J. 
Just to avoid confusion, Ben Efrous 
director of the religious school; Herb Zuckerman 
is director of the day school. 

I 

• 



Vol. XIII, No. 1 October, 1968 

Shaping up . . . a Convention Report 
Lou Lister 

Our convention plans are shaping up nicely. San Francisco is most 
anxious to receive us and assures us of a pleasant and enjoyable stay. Its 
attractions are many and highly recommended by everyone who has visited 
or lived on the West Coast. 

The first and most important reminder at this time is to make your flight 
arrangements. If you wish to take advantage of your stay in Frisco and explore 
its beauty and its wonders, come early! The special hotel rates are available 
to you for one week preceding and one week following the convention. ($18-
singles; $23-doubles) It's a bit early for hotel reservations ... BUT NOT 
TOO SOON FOR FLIGHT RESERVATIONS!!! 

Joe Portnoy is doing a bang-up job in preparation for his role as official 
host. 

For the first time, our annual convention will feature a study program 
and NATErs will practice what they preach - STUDY ... "Torah lishma." 
In addition to hearing nationally featured speakers bring us vital messages 
and reports on timely problems which confront the educator today, as well as 
workshop sessions in which to consider actions to be taken on these problems, 
each NATEr will register for a study seminar. These seminars will be led 
by well known authorities from the faculties of the University of California 
and the HUC-JIR. 

The convention fee of $55.00 will include the tuition fee for the seminar 
as well as official luncheons and the banquet. 

When final arrangements are made, you will be sent a registration form 
on which you will indicate your preference (1st, 2nd, 3rd choice) of one of 
the following seminars: 

ISRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST 
MIDRASH 

JEWISH LITERATURE 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE 

Since each eminar is limited to 25 members preferences will be honored 
in the order in which registrations are received. Hence, the reason for alter
nate choices. 

Each seminar will consist of three 2-hour sessions. These will be held 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday mornings. The afternoons will be devoted to 
NATE business, featured guest speakers, and workshops. 

Watch your mail for full details of the convention program and your 
registration form. Be prepared to mail in your registration with your choice 
of seminar (and convention fee) as soon as you can. Remember, - we will 
follow the rule of "first come - first served!" 

Necrology 

We mourn the passing of 

our beloved colleague 

IRWIN GOTTSCHALL 

S eptember 17, 1968 

May his name be for a blessing 

The Lord Also Giveth 

We congratulate our past president 

HEINZ WARSCHAUER 

Who will be tendered a testimonial 
dinner by the Holy Blossom Con
gregation of Toronto for his 
twenty-five years of service, on 
October 17, 1968. 

Tishri, 5729 

Convention Hotline [?' 
And Other Nate News 

Lou Lister on the East Coast and 
Joe Portnoy on the West Coast are 
putting together a convention des
tined to rival Boston an·d St. Louis. 
With his typical Lister Gusto, Lou 
is leaving no detail to chance but 
sensibly has worked closely with his 
co-chairman Joe Portnoy, President 
Cel Singer, and the Executive Board 
in mounting a program that bubbles 
with interest from the opening ad
dress to the closing banquet. 

Beginning with the end, Rabbi 
Jacob Philip Rudin, Chairman of the 
Commission on Education, and Presi
dent of the Synagogue Council of 
America will deliver the Banquet Ad
dress and install the new officers. 

Two well known professors will 
lead the seminars in Archeology and 
Literature. 

Professor Stephen M. Passamanek 
of HUC-JIR in Los Angeles will con
duct the archaeology seminars while 
Professor Arnold Band, the noted 
Agnon authority, will conduct the 
sessions on Jewish Literature. 

Proceedings will be automated this 
year. We are contracting with spe
cialists who will take down every
thing that is spoken, reduce it to our 
own editorial requirements and have 
the document in the hands of the 
membership before January 15. 

UAHC SOCIAL ACTION notable, 
Albert Vorspan will address the con
vention on Social Action and Ecum
enism. Al Vorspan is the author and 
co-author of many well known vol
umes including his latest, "Jewish 
Values, and Social Crisis." Top lay
man in the UAHC administrative 
hierarchy, Mr. Vorspan will make 
this talk a NATE first. 

Speaking of Proceedings-have you 
sent your money to Lilyan Oliker? 
She gets two dollars-that's $2.00 
for the 1967 Proceedings which were 
so ably compiled by Rolf Schickler 
of Cincy's Rockdale Temple. The 
Proceedings are part of your profes
sional library-your temple should be 
willing to ante-up. 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBE.R.S 

Rabbi Howard Bogot, Gratz College, 
Philadelphia 

Louis Brasz, Temple Israel, Jamaica, 
New York 

Cantor Finley M. Bukaitz, Temple 
Beth Sholom Passaic, N. J. 

David C. Cohen, Temple Beth Sholom, 
New City, N. Y. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Goldrich, B'nai 
Israel, Elmira, N. Y. 

Herzl Honor, Temple Judea, Coral 
Gables, Florida 

Morris Hoffman, Temple Israel, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Rabbi Arthur S. Hollander, Temple 
Israel, Long Beach, Calif. 

Donald Milrod, Union Reform Tern• 
pie, Freeport, N. Y. 

Mrs. Aimee Neihart, Temple Ernanu. 
el, Westfield, N. J. 

Mrs. Dorothy Perlgut, Anshe Erneth, 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

George B. Saxton, Mishkan Israel, 
Harnden, Conn. 

Rabbi Edwin Schoffrnan, Mountain• 
side, N. J. 

Mrs. Nathan Schlessinger, K.A.M., 
Chicago, Ill. 

HONOR FOR SAM NEMZO·FF 
Samuel A. Nemzoff of Temple Is• 

rael , Boston, has been appointed the 
new chairman of the Committee on 
Teacher Education of the Commission 
on Jewish Education, replacing Rabbi 
Martin S. Rozenberg, who will head 
the Committee on Adult Education, 
replacing Rabbi Jacob Philip Rudin, 
new chairman of the Commission on 
Jewish Education. 

EDITOR 1IALS 
II 

YOU'LL LEARN A LOT 

October is almost too late to be thinking about December. We urge our 
entire membership to join with colleagues, consultants, and scholars as we 
tonvene for our Fourteenth Annual Convention - -

IN SAN FRANCISCO 
Lou Lister and Joe Portnoy have the entire West Coast from San Diego 

to the Washington border preparing the hospitality and the seminars-the 
exhibits and the workshops-the seafood menus and the sightseeing tours. 

It is a convention you can't afford to miss. See the other sections of the 
NATE NEWSLETTER for details and make your airline reservations before 
it's too late. The Donner Pass is closed in December, so don't figure on last 
minute Stage Coach accommodations. 

* * 
SYMPOSIUM ON DAY SCHOOLS 

Our second Symposium of the year deals with the question of whether or 
not Reform Judaism is ready for day schools to provide the movement with 
recruiting centers for rabbis, educators and administrators. Two years ago 
we could think of nothing more necessary or important. We still think that 
day schools are needed for Reform Judaism, but we are afraid that we will 
get them sooner than we expected. For the wrong reasons. 

Irrational black militancy is driving dedicated Jewish teachers from ad
ministrative and classroom jobs. We speak not of the mediocre teachers whom 
tenure protects in any school system. We speak of the thousands of liberal, en• 
lightened Jews who made New York City's schools the finest in the world 
thirty years ago. 

We have a dilemma. We are committed to free public education and we 
need a school in Reform Judaism offering to an elite of our movement, secular 
education plus the Judaic background which will lead to service careers in 
education and the rabbinate. Can we sacrifice one commitment for the sake 
of another? 

If Reform Jewish Day Schools became a reality because Jewish teachers 
are driven from their positions in public education in our major cities, per• 
haps the price will have been too high. Perhaps it will mean the death of 
free public education in this nation as we have known it and want to improve it. 

If we get Reform Jewish Day Schools, let them be thoroughly Jewish in 
orientation so that student and teacher will be involved in a program which is 
an adjunct to, rather than a substitute for public schools. 

Changes In Positions 
Harry Rosen is now with Temple 

Emanu-El in Tuscon, Arizona. Harry 
has a new job and clear sinuses. 

Treasurer Lilyan Oliker is now di• 
recting education at one of the na• 
tion's oldest and largest Reform Tem
ple's-Rodeph Shalom in Philadel• 
phia. 

Mrs. Jan Elbaum, Temple Kol 
Odom, Encino, California. 

Former First Vice-president, Ben 
Efron has left the west coast and now 
is Director of Education at Mil• 
waukee's Emanu-El, B'ne Jeshrun. 

Mrs. Joan Fischman, Westwood 
Temple, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rabbi Saul Diament has gone across 
the border to Canada and is now with 
the Saskatoon Jewish Community 
Center in Saskatchewan, Canada. 

David Monasch, Peninsula Temple, 
Burlingame, California. 

Bert S. Gerard 

YEARLING WESCONATE HAS 
TWO LEARNING CENTERS 

The Westchester Southern Connec
ticut Association of Temple Educat
ors, known as WESCONATE, has es• 
tablished two in.service centers for 
teacher courses. 

Bible and Hebrew are being offered 
at the Jewish Community Center of 
White Plains, while Basic Judaism 
will be given in a course at Free 
Synagogue of Westchester in Mount 
Vernon. Nate members, Rabbi Manuel 
Gold and Al Gamson are the in
structors. 

Southwest Council has another win• 
ner in its fine publication, "The 
Southwest Teacher". Latest issue con• 
tains a goldmine of methodology and 
activity projects from the plans and 
pens of the teachers themselves. 
Inspiration: Dallas's Ray Israel, of 
course. 
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Convention 
Schedule 

WEDNESDAY (Dec. 25th) 

10:00 REGISTRATION 

1 :00-3:00 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

4:00-5:00 
WELCOME TEA 
New Members 

7:00 WORSHIP SERVICE 

8:00 OPENING SESSION 
Keynote Address: 

Dr. Paul Steinberg 
Dean , HUC-JIR (N. Y.) 

THURSDAY (Dec. 26th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (begin) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 

(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12: 15 Convention Luncheon 

1 :00-3:00 PLENARY 
"STATE OF NATE" 
Pres. of NATE 

3:15-5:00 WORKSHOPS 
"Professional Practices" 

(A) Educator & Teacher Train'g 

(B) Educator & Parents 
(C) Educator & School Board 

(D) Educator & Standards 

5:30 Cocktail Reception 
EVENING FREE 

FRIDAY (Dec. 27th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (Continue) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 

(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12: 15 Convention Luncheon 

1 :00 "SOCIAL ACTION 
AND ECUMENISM" 

Speaker: Al Vorspan 
2:00-4: 15 WORKSHOPS 

"The Jewish Child in the 
Non-Jewish Community" 

(A) Primary Grades 

(B) Intermediate Grades 
(C) Upper Grades 

SABBATH SERVICES 
"Home Hospitality" 
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VETERANS AND NEW MEMBERS TO ASS~ST 
CONVENTION SESSIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO· 

At its September meeting the NATE Executive Board approved Lou 
Lister's suggestions for convention assistance and added a few suggestions 
of its own. The result is a fine blend of experience and youth in the building 
of NATE's internal leadership. 

Fred Marcus of Temple Emanuel in San Jose will act as Chairman of 
Exhibits. Fred's vast hotel experience should give us a good show. 

Chairing the Archaeology Seminar will be Heinz Warschauer, a NATE 
past president who directs the educational program at Toronto's Holy Blossom. 
Blanche Feiman of Canton, Ohio's Temple Israel will chair the Middle East 
sessions. Dr. George Harlow will chair the Jewish Literature Seminars. 
Dr. Harlow is from Skokie, Illinois; Temple Judea. Rebecca Lister, having 
recently written an outline for Midrash study, will appropriately enough, 
chair the Midrash sessions. Rebecca also heads the committee on Gamoran 
Awards. 

Chairing the plenaries will be Lou Lister, Ted Sharfman, Max Frankel, 
Cantor Joe Portnoy, and First Vice President, Marvin Walts. 

Worship services will be conducted by Cantors Murray Gold, Sheldon 
Merrill, Jack Bornstein, Mike Loring, and Julian Lohre. 

Each Workshop will have a Preceptor and a Chairman, with the chairman 
handling the discussion after the Preceptor delivers opening remarks. NATE 
personnel for these workshops are: 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES 
Educator and Teacher Training 
Educator and Parents 

PRECEPTOR 
Sam Nemzoff 
Ray Israel 

CHAIRMAN 
Abe Segal 

Educator and School Board 
Educator and Standards 

,Eric Feldheim 
LiJyan Oliker 
Jim Levberg 
Alan D. Bennett 

JEWISH CHILD IN THE 
NON JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Primary Grades 
Intermediate Grades 
Upper Grades 

SATURDAY (Dec. 28th) 

SABBATH WORSHIP SERVICE 
at 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
Luncheon 

TORAH SESSION 
"EXISTENTIALISM AND 
JEWISH EDUCATION'' 

Speaker: Rabbi Jack Spiro 

2:45 PLENARY SESSION 

4:30 H A V D A L A H 
EVENING FREE 

SUNDAY (Dec. 29th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (Conclude) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 
(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12: 15 Lunch Break 

2:00-4:00 
PLENARY SESSION 

7:00 Convention Banquet 
Speaker: Rabbi Jacob Rudin 

10:00 Executive Board 
Meeting and Evaluation 

Dr. Bert S. Gerard 

PRECEPTOR 
Rose Joffe 
Jack Horowitz 
Larry Schwartz 

CHAIRMAN 
Ord Matek 
Bea Grayzel 
Leanne Goldman 

Treasurer's Plea 
If you've changed your position or 

have not paid your 1968 dues, please 
send information and checks for 
$25.00 to Lilyan Oliker at 903 Vernon 
Road, Philadelphia, Pa. 19150. 

Schoolman is back East 
Rabbi Leonard Schoolman has come 

home to his old neighborhood and is 
now directing Youth Activities for 
the Greater ew York Federation of 
Temple Youth. 

Keeping Posted Takes Nate Plan 
Last year's panel on Bridging the 

Gap has produced action. Keeping 
Posted now publishes a Parents' Guide 
to this fine bi-weekly. The idea came 
out of a presentation by Dr. Bert S. 
Gerard at the Miami convention. 

An Open Letter to All NATErs: 
What makes your school better 

than . .. 
Is it the creative use of old 

materials? 
Is it the imaginative new materials ? 
Is it "the original approach"? 

What is happening in your school that 
might win THE EMANUEL GAM
ORAN CURRICULUM AW ARD? 

Tell us all about it - send four (4) 
copies to the chairman of the curri
culum entries this week. 

Mrs. Rebecca Lister, 
Pleasantville Cottage School 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570. 



Page Four 

Toward A New Curriculum 
' Under the chairmanship of Rabbi 

Samuel Glasner, the Curriculum Com
mittee of the Commission on Jewish 
Education held a two-day conference 
in June 1968 to explore the objectives 
and contents of the Union curriculum. 
It was generally agreed that a new 
approach is needed with the construc
tion of curriculum materials which 
are "value-oriented." The aim of this 
approach is to lead students to ask 
fundamental questions and seek an
swers based on personal reflection and 
creativity. The curricular content 
should focus on the issues which re
late ,to the life of the student and 
help him to formulate his values, 
based on Jewish sources. 

Kits Offered 

One of the projects emanating from 
the committee's deliberations and now 
engaging the staff of the Union's De
partment of Education, is the produc
tion of instructional kits integrating 
printed and audiovisual materials. 
Each kit will focus on a particular 
issue in Jewish ethics or theology, an 
event or personality in history, an 
aspect of communal life such as phil
anthropic service. A kit will be multi
dimensional in content and approach; 
that is, whatever materials can be 
utilized to illumine the particular 
issue will be enclosed: source docu
ments, maps, recordings, creativ: 
games, newspaper and magazine r -
prints, and other resources. Each ki 
will be flexible enough so that it can 
be revised continually and kept up. 

Issue Centered 

The major innovation, in addition 
to the physical medium, is the produc
tion of materials which are issue
centered rather than subject-centered. 
The issues themselves will encourage 
the exploration of personal values by 
teachers and students. The generic 
term for the UAHC kits is Focus, the 
first one to "focus" on Judaism and 
scientific thought, accompanied by a 
teacher's guide which will emphasize 
the inductive approach to values. 

Soon ready for mailing are kits 
on Judaism in the home, for the 
elementary grades ; the children of 
modern Israel for the primary depart
ment; the many ramifications of 
tsedakah for intermediate grades; the 
Spanish Inquisition, its consequences 
and implications, for junior high 
school; and the meaning of Jewish 
survival, for high school classes. 
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NATE NEW S SYMPOSIUM 
Reform Jewish Day Schools: 

Why?::Qr Why Not? 
t:l-ABBI DANIEL WOLK, 
Cong. Emanu-El of 
Westchester, N.Y. 

J 

The dilemma of Reform Judaism is 
ou difficulty in imparting extensive 
Jewish e ucation to our young people. 
This question is emphasized with the 
current discussion of private Jewish 
day schools. There is no doubt that 
such a system established by the 
Reform movement would increase the 
academic level. I am certain that 
these schools would also be of high 
caliber in all aspects of general 
studies. 

However, there are distinct nega
tive elements. Education is not solely 
academic. The actual curriculum is 
but one facet of the educational proc
ess - a process which has a its main 
purpose the ability for our youngsters 
to cope with the problems and people 
of an ever more ambiguous world. 
Separating our youngsters in such 
Jewish day schools would restrain 
not increase, exposure. Public and 
private non-parochial schools permit 
our young people to relate in natural 
surroundings to c "JJ-1'e1f75Icillf eren 
religious_~e hni_c Qfl.Ckgrounds. 

The"""Jewish day school will serve 
o alienate and rigidify American 

society to a degree even greater than 
that of present - despite the olun
tary nature of such school . If our 
public schools are presently faulty 
this would b t e final blow to th~ 
demo.c-ratic ideal of education. 

As we fear the loss of Jewish iden
tity, we too often tend to stress 
separation as the solution. This meth
od is no longer possible or practical 
within our society. We cannot afford 
to retreat within the confines of 
group. 

The purpose of education is motiv
ation. Through our modern Temple 
religious schools, and summer study 
programs, it is possible to provide 
strong incentives for our youngsters 
without the necessity of the Jewish 
day school. Let us strengthen existing 
programs and through our present 
facilities encourage interest in Jew
ish studies. 

With proper incentives, and given 
the current enthusiasm of many of 
our young people, a positive Jewish 
education can be acquired. The deli
cate tension between the disappear
ance of Jewish identity and positive 
affiliation as a Jew can be maintained 
without separate educational facili
ties. This latter direction offers a 
more compelling challenge. 

RAYMOND ISRAEL, 
Director of Education 
Temple Emanu-El 
Dallas, Texas 

In my judgment there is not only 
validity but perhaps even an urgency 
for the establishment of Reform Jew
ish Day Schools. 

Within the Jewish community our 
co-religionists vary their approaches 
in their interpretation of Judaism. 
Each Jewish family determines what 
affiliation it wishes to have with its 
congregation and with the Jewish 
co~munity as a whole. Each family 
decides how it will interpret its Ju
daism within the setting of its home. 
Each set of parents, determines the 
kind of formal Jewish education it 
wants for its children. 

Hopefully there will be at least a 
small segment who recognize that the 
best of our programs in Jewish edu
cation are necessarily limited because 
of the relatively modest number of 
hours our youngsters attend Reform 
Religious Schools. It seems to me 
therefore, children who come fro~ 
homes like this should have the bene
fit of a more intensive program of 
Jewish education, with the hope that 
these youngsters may be potential 
leaders of our Jewish community in 
later years or may be the students 
who are sufficiently imbued to embark 
on professions in the Jewish field. 
Even if that were not the case it is 
so important that our young j ewish 
adults, when leaving home for college 
and embarking on careers, will be 
steeped in Judaism and imbued with 
our religious heritage in a deeper 
sense than our typical Reform Relig
ious School presently makes possible. 

It seems to me that the right kind 
of Reform Day School can add enrich
ment to its secular program when it 
is interwoven with its Jewish pro
gram. Recognizing that a parochial 
school has the potential of "separat
ing" the child from the total commu
nity, there are always possibilities of 
relating a Reform Jewish Day School 
program with activities and projects 
of a community nature in cooperation 
with other schools in the community. 

Yes, I would reiterate that for the 
limited number of children from Re
form Jewish homes where the desire 
for greater intensity of Jewish edu
cation is present, I see the validity 
and value of our sponsoring Reform 
Jewish Day Schools. 
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IRVING LEVITAS, 
Temple Emanu-El 
Yonkers, New York 

It is my opinion that the UAHC 
should sponsor secondary school edu
cation for those who are desirous of 
continuing on a more thorough level 
the "introduction" to Jewish life and 
thought they have received in our 
Religious Schools on the week-end and 
after-school levels. 

This High School (Day) should be 
open to all pupils, regardless of their 
desire to enter a future professional 
career with the Reform Movement or 
not. We are as much in need of the 
she'ar yishuv in general Jewish com
munal life as we are in the profes
sional areas . 

I do not believe that this Day High 
School would conflict with the "tradi
tional" feelings of the separation of 
church and state, since the Constitu
tion speaks only of forbidding an "es
tablished" religion. If the Day High 
School proposed fulfills the educational 
requirements of all secondary schools 
in their respective states, in addition 
to teaching those courses that make 
for more intensive Jewish knowledge, 
then I see no r epudiation of the 
pluralist society we want, and need. 

M. KASPI - SILVERMAN, 
Director of Religious Education 
Temple Beth-El, Chicago 

Concomitant with the current con
sideration of the feasibility of Reform 
Jewish Day Schools there arises, in 
my mind, some related questions that 
call for consummate thought and 
knowledgeable insight from our lead
er in the Reform Jewish community. 
I should like, at your indulgence, 
rather than pursue an exploration of 
possible proposals and questions of the 
subject matter in the field, to instead 
po it an area of paramount persuasion 
that would put this matter into better 
perspective. 

I would call this a "need and readi
ness" criteria for Reform Jewish Day 
Schools. It is apparent that when we 
move into a new area of Jewish Edu
cation and especially one which as 
unique and as formidable as the above, 
we initially search our conscience with 
the questions, "is it the right thing 
to do" and, "are we ready for it." 
Let me categorically state that there 
is no doubt in my mind on the advo
cacy of such a proposal. A day school 
program calls upon a somewhat elite 
child (I would say that this is les
sened in an Orthodox milieu) coupled 
with duly committed parents sold up
on the need of such an education, and 
who are both morally bound and fin
ancially solvent to support it. The 
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educational capacities of my own chi l
dren have been greatly enhanced in 
a well structured Jewish day school 
in our own community (though not 
Reform oriented). I am delighted 
with the sound and expansive Judaic, 
Hebraic and secular horizons visited 
upon the students. There should be no 
doubt that the end result of a day 
school program can only strengthen 
one's loyalty to faith, and leadership 
to the cause of perpetuating living 
Judaism. 

Are we, however, in addressing our
selves to the feasibility of Reform 
Jewish Day Schools "ready for it"? 
In simplicity it idealistically means 
that a school sponsored by the Re
form Movement mus,t be one in which 
the educational goals are specific and 
in tune with the trends and underly
ing principles of the movement which 
have been developed, and are de
veloped, in relation to education in 
general and religious education in 
particular. It means the creation of 
a strong, adequate and central train
ing arena ( the "recruiting ground") 
for nurturing Jewish youth into 
eventual positions of mature religious 
responsibility in their community. 
Sadly to say it is most attractive and 
exciting, but we are not mentally 
ready for it! Such a posture is not 
even univer sally shared in Reform 
leadership circles. 

What serious doubts I foster in this 
matter are aroused by the total lack 
of enthusiasm among our members 
who have children of age. I do not 
believe that the rank-and-file parent 
of Reform affiliation has any interest 
or desire for such a program. Our 
community does not recognize the ur
gency for a social and ethical philo
sophy of Reform Judaism as espoused 
in a total day-to-day program. The 
abyss in their thinking is evident. 
That they should 'deny' their chil
dren a secular education for a hi,ghly 
functional day school alternative is 
unthinkable, even if it should be 
based upon sound Reform principles 
of Jewish living. They retain the mis
labled stigma of a 'parochial school' 
education which in turn is coupled to 
the fallacious fear of over-commit
ment and patronizing religion. Let's 
face it, they cry "it's too much re
ligion." It is discomfiting indeed, to 
find many parents who seek for their 
children the best religious and educa
tional environment within the frame
work of the shortest possible time 
span in a (religious) school pro.gram. 

Mature, vigorous and objective 
thinking along these lines have a long 
and hazardous path to travel. If we 
should ever embark upon the 1,tructur
ing of a total Jewish Day School pro-
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gram it must come only afte, an enor
mous and compelling task of re-edu
cating our communi ties to it.:, great 
positive aspects. When this occurs, 
we will take a major step forward in 
the cause of Jewish education. 

SAMUEL A. NEMZOFF, 
Director of Education 
Temple Israel, 
Boston, Mass. 

There is a growing rate of assimi
lation in this country as indicated by 
the fragmentary studies available. 
There are many causes for this. 
Among them are: The magnetism of 
the attractive non-Jewish world in 
which we live in this country, the 
fact that Judaism is peripheral in 
the lives of our youth, the diminution 
in the time allotted to Jewish educa
tion and in the content thereof, the 
increasing demands of the secular 
school which takes up more and more 
of the child's time for formal studies 
and extra-curricular activities, the 
voluntary and supplementary state of 
Jewish education, the decline in reli
gious faith and the break-down of 
Jewish family life. 

To survive and flourish in this coun
try we must have a multi-faceted pro
gram of Jewish education - formal 
and informal. All forms of Jewish 
education from the most intensive to 
the least intensive should be strength
ened. Informal Jewish education 
through summer camps, Jewish com
munity centers, youth movements, 
study groups, adult education and 
particularly parent education, pro
grams involving study, work and tra
vel in Israel, strengthening of reli
gious life - all these and more should 
be part of this multi-faceted program. 

In this program of Jewish educa
tion there is, in my opinion, a place 
for the Reform Jewish day school. 
It is to be hoped that through the 
more intensive system of Jewish edu
cation possible in the day school, we 
shall develop young people who will be 
ready to devote ,their lives to the 
rabbinate, Jewish education and other 
Jewish communal professions. 

I cannot accept the point of view 
that there is something incompatible 
between Reform Judaism and the day 
school. In ithe literature of the Reform 
movement statements can be found 
opposing and championing the day 
school. In any case, the very essence 
of Reform Judaism is its receptivity 
to change. Witness the new directions 
enjoined upon the Reform constitu
ency by the Columbus Platform of 
1937. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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1Nemzoff ( Cont'd J 
The 1961 Biennial resolution which 

opposr, cl Federal aid to private reli
gious schools also stated: "We re
spect the right of any religious de
nomination to establish and admin
ister its own educational institutions. 
We applaud their contribution to the 
cultural and spiritual divers ity of 
our nation . ... " 

The Union has no position on day 
schools, but the statement above would 
indicate that we should not deny our
selves what we applaud in others. 

Nor can I accept the charge that 
the Jewish day school will undermine 
the public school and ghettoize our 
children. In many congregations, 
twenty-five percent and more of our 
children attend private schools, many 
of which are under sectarian spon
sorship, where often they are sub
jected to compulsory chapel attend
ance and compulsory Bible courses 
with a Christological interpretation. 
Do these private schools undermine 
the public school system? Witness the 
statement in "The State and the Non
Public Schools" issued by the United 
States Office of Education: "In pro
viding for their government, the peo
ple of the United States have recog
nized by constitutional provision that 
there are certain private ventures 
which should be encouraged. Non
public schools have long been recog
nized as one such venture, especially 
when these schools are not conducted 
for profit." 

Nor need we be concerned about 
ghettoization of our children. They 
will continue to live in a secular en
vironment and be subjected to the 
communication of ideas through our 
mass media. They will continue to 
attend secular colleges. 

Will we find the necessary number 
of pupils willing to attend a Reform 
Jewish day school? Will we find the 
necessary m~ans of financing such a 
venture? I believe that we will, but 
we shall not find out without trying. 
There were those who wondered 
whether or not our camp program 
would interfere with other Union 
fund-raising endeavors. We found no 
such interference but rather an aug
mentation of means through this ex
citing program of informal Jewish 
education in the "cultural island" of 
the camp environment. 

Some advocate as a first step the 
establishment of Reform day schools 
on the junior high and high school 
level which might, in the course of 
time, be on a par with the best private 
schools except that there would be 
an integrated program of Jewish as 
well as secular studies. Others think 
in terms of elementary schools, utiliz-
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ing ,the lovely modern synagogue class
rooms which stand empty all day. 

The time has come, I believe, to 
act. There are many problems to be 
solved but the rewards to be achieved 
are great. 

* * * 
RABBI ROBERT S. WIDOM, 
Director, Camp and 
Youth Education, UAHC 
. Everyone seems to lament the lack 

of J ewishly-enriched Reform leader
ship. Everyone also agrees with, and 
applauds the objective of securing 
those who have earned the right to 
guide our movement by learning well 
our values and .our heritage, those 
who truly share and understand our 
fathers' treasures. The question is, 
how is this to be achieved? 

Some argue quite vociferously that 
the upgrading and strengthening of 
the curriculum for our religious 
schools is the cardinal objective. They 
perfervidly believe in this as the main, 
and some even say, the only course of 
action since they readily accept the 
assumptions that: (1) the establish
ment of Reform Jewish Day Schools 
would undermine and betray the pub
lic school system which is the bedrock 
of American Democracy; (2) the Re
form Jewish Day School would tend 
to ghettoize our youth, causing them 
to "lose touch" with the mainstream 
of American life. 

How could we ever disagree with 
the goal of enhancing the curriculum 
for our religious schools. This re
mains a necessary and ongoing process 
to which the department of Education 
of the UAHC is ever committed. 
Though we accept this goal together 
with the sincerity of its advocates, 
we respectfully reject their logic con
cerning day schools together with 
their lugubrious presentations. 

First, as for Reform Day Schools un
dermining the public school system, it 
is necessary to point out that private 
schools are, and have always been, 
an accepted institution within Ameri
can life, and whose right to exist is 
guaranteed by state constitutions. No
one seriously contends that private 
schools have undermined the public 
school system; rather, their existence 
has permitted the individual the free
dom of choice. The private school has 
also acted as a gadfly stimulating 
public school education to move for
ward. If the private school does not 
undermine the public school system, 
why conclude that the Reform Day 
School will? Moreover, can we really 
believe that the Reform Day School 
can work this kind of magic when 
the giant colossus, the Catholic paro
chial school network has not been 
able to do it. This kind of reasoning, 
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is reminiscent of the arguments over 
whether bo, or not to, support the 
State of Israel. 

Remember how it was pro
pounded that support for Israel con
stituted hyphenated Americanism. 
To be a one hundred percent Ameri
can, we were told, allowed for no 
other commitment. However, those of 
us who vehemently opposed this view 
recognized that the human heart is 
large enough to encompass many loyal
ties, all at the same time. Equally, 
those of us who would encourage the 
establishment of Reform Day Schools 
are also desirous of maintaining a 
healthy and blossoming public school 
system recognizing its role as one of 
the democratizing institutions in 
American life. Certainly, it is clear 
that one conviction need not preclude 
the other. 

Secondly, as for the argument that 
the day school will ghettoize our 
youth, I can only speak from my own 
personal observations. I find that 
youngsrters who attend day schools 
also play after school with friends 
who go to public schools. Moreover, 
they go to the same movies, they 
chew the same brand of bubble gum, 
they use the same piano teacher, they 
play stick ball together in the streets 
of the urban centers, or they belong 
to the same little league in suburbia, 
not to mention that all of tihem love 
Ron Svoboda. 

Where children who attend day 
school socialize with other chil
dren, and where their parents are 
concerned with communal affairs, and 
I meet such parents and children, the 
argument that they will be "ghetto
ized" is merely a sham. 

The Day School is not being offered 
as a panacea to cure all the ills of 
American Jewish life. It is not being 
offered as a replacement for our reli
gious schools any more than our camp-
institutes have replaced religious 
schools. On the contrary, our seven 
camps with their engaging programs 
of learning-living-doing have supple
mented religious school study and 
have proven themselves to be worthy 
instruments in furthering the learn
ing process and stimulating enthusi
asm for things Jewish. Can anyone 
seriously believe that Reform Jewish 
Day Schools could not make their 
contribution toward fostering a Jew
ishly-enriched leadership, dedicated to 
the best in Judaism as well as the 
best in American life? 

Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman was 
asked to contribute an opinion but 
declined. He said he was too busy. 

Ed. 
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J, _____ N_A_T_E_N_E_w_s_s_Y_M_P_o_s_1_u_M ____ ~ 
RICHARD M. MORIN, 
Director of Education 
The Temple, Cong. Ohabai Sholom 
Nashville, Tennessee 

A question of this type, as perplex
ing as it is, does manifest itself from 
a simple law of physics involving a 
pendulum. We all know that if al
lowed to hang from a fixed point, a 
pendulum, or other like object, can 
swing freely to and fro under the 
combined forces of momentum and 
gravity. As the momentum (or the 
individual) and the gravity (or social 
environment) change, so does the 
effect on the pendulum (or the prob
lem) register an equal alteration. 

This problem we face and will con
tinue to face when confronted with 
the resolution passed at the UAHC 
Convention in Montreal which called 
for a study of the feasibility of the 
Reform Jewish Day School. I am not 
completely familiar with the day 
school movement in this country. As a 
lad I was not part of that approach 
to .Jewish education, and as an edu
cator, I seldom, if ever, encounter 
anyone that was. Most of what I do 
know I have read from stimulating 
articles by Jack J . Cohen or Abraham 
M. Segal or Emanuel Gamoran and 
what I decipher, at least in my limited 
opinion, is that as the Jew becomes 
more accepted, as he becomes more 
ingrained with the American culture 
and society, he feels more comfortable 
to pattern his life and his institutions 
after his non-Jewish colleagues and 
neighbors. True, this fact is nothing 
new to the sociologist whether he be 
rabbi, educator, or layman. It does, 
however, establish a platform on 
which we can now support such a 
study. 

If it had not been for the success 
of the Roman Catholic parochial 
school system, for example, (which is, 
incidently, having definite personnel 
problems), I doubt whether such an 
attempt would even be ventured by 
Reform Judaism. It is, as some wit 
has suggested, and I do not intend 
to be facetious, most difficult to argue 
with success and so the attempt to 
Xerox begins to bear fruit! 

I am not one who believes that by 
reverting to the yeshivos or the 
Talmud-Torahs or the day-schools, 
whatever you wish to call rthem, that 
we are really harking back to an old 
form of Jewish education which Re
form attempted to discard as it mod
ernized the ,maxims of Mount Sinai . 
After all, did not Reform Judaism 
enhance the concept of speaking the 
vernacular in lieu of Yiddish or He
brew? For all practical purposes, in 
many parts of this country, Hebrew 
did not exist for a majority of our 
co-religionists. Hebrew, like the ye
shivos of old, was tossed by the intel
lectual Reform Jew onto the scrap 
heap! But wait! Witness what has 
happened to our "ancient" language in 
the past twenty years! Witness, for 
example, 40 or 50 or even 60 American 
Jewish, Reform Jewish, teen-age in
dividuals at the UAHC Kutz Camp
Institute Torah Corps in Warwick, 
New York, speaking fluent Hebrew! 
The forgotten language, in twenty 
years, is no longer forgotten! The 
rebirth of Israel has stimulated this 
Hebraic re-genesis but it has also 
been nurtured by mere modern facili
ties and more revolutionary ap
proaches to ,the concepts of language 
skills and communicative arts. And so 
it can be, and probably will be, with 
the Reform Jewish Day School. With 
all the advances that education has 
made since those terrifying days of 
the Sputnik and the realization by 
Admiral Rickover and others that 
American academic advancement was 
really a substandard education in 
terms of other nations' gains, we have 
gathered to-gether and have definitely 
closed the educational gap. 

Now being the type of people 
that we are in the sense that 
we have taken from each cul
ture ( and I do not intend to sepa
rate American Jews from the main
stream of American life) that which 
was best and discarded that which 
was useless, how can our own religious 
schools fai l to ignore these advances 
in education? And if, in the limited 
hours that we spend with our young
sters in the religious school on the 
week-end or after secular school dur
ing the weekdays have proven some 
measure of success, how can we fail 
with qualified, trained personnel to 
operate a Reform Jewish Day School, 
whether they be for experimentation 
or for "emet", whether they be pri
mary or secondary in range, that will 
be an even finer, more lasting, more 
professional, more "everything" ex
perience for all who enter? 

The great American ideal is that 
our country is a melting pot for all, 
but it is a more American ideal, that 
though we are a melting pot, each 
race, each nationality, and even each 
religion assembled to comprise this 
great land can stand up and re
iterate the fact that the group is also 
an individual! That it has individual 
differences from which a ll others can 
gain. It is this ideal of individual 
expression, coupled with the techno
logical and educational advancements, 
which comprise the wealth that is the 
United States, that is the freedom 
that will grant us the understanding 
to know one another as we should and 
to allow our country to behold the 
inner peace that it deserves. 

I am not concerned with the 
thoughts that such a school would 
serve as a "recruiting station" (the 
phrase reeks of Madison Avenue) for 
young people who may wish to become 
rabbis, cantors, educators, or admin
istrators. That, no doubt, will come 
but it is secondary to me. I am not 
concerned about the separation of 
church and state. Our Supreme Court 
will, I feel assured, maintain the bal
ance. But what I am concerned about, 
what is not secondary to me, is the 
fact that we will be producing through 
these day-schools, young men and 
young women, who, when joined in 
Kiddushin, in marriage, will convey 
to their children a positive spirit, a 
positive set of values, a positive 
undertaking of transmitting the 
Heritage. 

As Rabbi Samuel Glasner wrote in 
a similar debate in the April, 1963, 
issue of The Jewish Teacher, "To all 
of us who are committed to the high
est standards of Jewish education, 
this should constitute a challenge, a 
provocative opportunity, an inspiring 
goal." The way that we can maintain 
our individuality, our creativity, but 
more important, our uniqueness is 
through the creation of the Reform 
Jewish Day School. 
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August 20. 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Scht.ndler 

llabbi Jacko. Spf.ro 

Rabbi Maurice N. Kiaendratht Al Vorspn 

Pay School P.eaolution~ p_J-r,,,,_ 
I 

There is no need to redraft t .he I> y Schoel resolution. lt 1till be 
au itted as it is to the Resolutiona Committee. 

Marvi Braiterman1 a aug eatlon. can be of value t:o the Jleaolutiona 
C ittee b. under all c:trcwnatancea. 1:edr•ft• n•olutions 
sub1nitted to it for pt"e ntation ou t~ floor. If what be hes to 
say is ,,.lu.able, it ea taken into account then. The leaolu• 
ttons C :tt e radraita all reaolut1one no matter what their aouree. 

tt aeema to me that you ought to plan to be at thia committee 
meetlq however, just toke au courant with what the final version 
wtll be .. 



,,. 

IM[IEIM[ (Q) ~AJN[)) llJIM[ 

Date AuglSt 19., 1969 

From ____ R_a_b_b_i_ J_a_c_k_ D_._ s_p_i_r_o _______ _ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
To 

Copy for information of _______________________________ _ 

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

I just read Marvin Braiterman 1 s remarks in his 
memo to Maurice with regard to our day school resolution. 
I am only sorry that we did not have his legal mind at 
work for us during the arduous process of drafting this 
resolution over and over. 

It seems to me that somewhere along the line we 
simply must call a halt to drafting and redrafting. This 
is a Commission resolution and the Commission approved it 
twice after it had undergone considerable wringing. I 
think at this point we must respect the Commission's 
capacity to articulate a position and its authority to 
submit that position to the Biennial and the Conference. 

With such a sensitive and controversial and 
unpopular issue, I am certain that any statement can be 
torn asunder even if the most astute legal minds on 
Capitol Hill were to draft it. 

Let 1 s live with what we have -- and fight for it. 

cc: Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath and Mr. A. Vorspan 



Auguat 7, 1969 

Dr. Michael A. eyer. Assoc. Prof. of Je ish History 
Hebrew union Coll ge - JIR 
Clifton Avenue 
Cincinna.ti, Ohio 45220 

Dear Mike, 

I am delig ted to ve your lette o t 5th. Certai ty, 
the kind of repor ,vich such e s Jt'Vey r1 ,.ti yield would e 
m st beneficiel. • the inte l~c l 1 \_ de sbi of the Refo 
leadership and t e aculty r.,f ouT i ry 1 i.l'.l favor f such 
a day sc ool, the cau e ·or it would receive no 11 • oooat. 

lt would al o l 1-.ful if someone 
o hand to joi i the d ate and t 
kno, th t rt n Cohen will 'be t er . 
mi.g!, find that o ,t. 

be 
!"8l)Ort. 

y, too; y 

I any event, I a r ciate your hel in thi regard. 
1 m sending a f your letter y res onse to Jae 
Spiro, who is coordi ti.ng the vote• tting effort, a of 
course to . urice 1aendratb who also tally interested 
tn this tter. 

war good is 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: 11.abbi Maurice B. Eiaendrath 
Rabbi Jack D. Spiro 
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August 5, 1969 

Union of krerican Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

There are a number of us here on the faculty in Cincinnati 
who are ve~y strongly in favor of Reform Jewish day schools and 
would like to do whatever possible to bring about their establish
ment. (Almost all of the faculty who have children in elementary 
school send them to the Yavneh day school. ) 

I had considered last spring trying to get a vote of the faculty 
in favor oft he establishment of dey schools, but there is suf
ficient reluctance on the part of certain senior members to make such 
an attempt unwise . However, if you think that it would be of any 
help to you at all for the discussion on this subject at the biennial , 
I would be glad to circulate a petition of support among members of 
the faculty here . Such a document, I estimate , would receive the 
signatures of better than half of the members . 

Please let me know if such a petition would be of assistance 
to you and, if so, what fonn you thini it should truce. 

Personal regards and all good wishes . 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Meyer 
Assoc . Prof . of Jewish History 



Mr. Milton Hecht 
87 Lefferts Road 
Ycnlr..ers, New York 

Dear Mr. Becht, 

March 20, 1969 

I deeply appreciate your letter of March 14th and the spirit 
in which it was written. 

The thoughts which you express led me to believe that if we 
had a chance t:o meet and to discuss the p,roblem in all its 
ramifications we would reach a sub tantial agreement in our 
views. Certainly, your two funda ntal a sumptions are an 
essential element of my own thinking. to wit• that the 
schools thus established must never become •1escape schools 11 

(as a matter of fact, I visualize the establishment of a 
prep school privately endowed and remcne from the urban 
center), and further, that this newer program must not be 
allowed to drain away the meager resources available for the 
present program of part-time religious education; if any
thing, this part-time program must be strengthened and 
deepened. 

I hope for one that you will ~ present in M :.ami so that we 
can have a constructive debate and not a throwing of stones 
from behind the ramparts of frozen positions. 

With warm good wishes, l am 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Re: Reform Day Schools 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

87 Leffetts Road 
Yonkers; 
March ~4 

~ 

'/t . 
8 ~ 

You sent me a copy of your:- letter of February 6th addressed to Mrs. Milton Hecht 
in reference to the proposed establishment of a Day School at Temple Emanu-El of 
Yonkers. This letter is intended as an expression of my own personal feelings on 
this matter. 

As far as Temple Emanu-El is conaerned, I hope that we will continue our discussions 
here until the entire Temple membership shall have had the opportuniyy to vote on 
this question at a congregational meeting. I look forward also, to participating 
in the Miami biennial with all thoee other congregations who are opposed to 
Reform Day Schools. 

I still have personal reservations as to the manner in which the campaign for & 

Day Schools is being conducted. Despite the mantle of self-approval in which their ae 
activities are cloaked, I question the propriety of the actions of the Director of 
Education and some members of the Commission on Jewish Education in actively 
propagandizing for the establishment of Day Schools. By every semantic, moral, and 
ethical standard, there is a world of difference between "supplying ... information 
and consultative assistance", and being an outright proselytizer. 

I also question your quoting a 1963 resolution as justification for these activities. 
That resolution, which coupled deferral of action on Day Schools with the right of 
individual Commission members to supply information and consultative assistance 
was obviously a compromise to attempt tp appease two opposing camps. When the 
Commission reversed its stand in 1968 and resolved to recommend the establishment 
of Day Schools to the UAHC, this 1963 resolution was effectively abrogated. The 
decision as to policy on the establishment of Day Schools now rests, not with the 
Commission on Jewish Education, but with the Union at its forthcoming biennial. 
The activities of Union officials in promoting Day Schools represent a jumping of 
the gun , with the evident intention of making it impossible for the biennial 
conference to render an objective judgment in the face of an accomplished fact. 

All these ariuments however, are really beside the point. It has become all too 
obvious that the proponents of a Reform Day School program play upon the unhappy 
fears and prejudices which grow at an ever increasing rate within many Reform 
congregations in the northeastern United States. These congregants see a Day School 
as an escape from their urban and suburban problems and not as an idealistic 
means of preserving Judaism. As I read the various statements of those officials 
who favor Day Schools, I am convinced that they really do not seek such an escape 
school system. Unfortunately, regardless of the purity of their motives, they 



do appeal to those prejudices. In these sensitive times, th~ cannot escape 
identification with those prejudices , however much they attEWt to deny and 
refute them. 

I must sadly say to you that I find the position of those who support the present 
Reform Day School program morally indefensible. We ask our leadership to guide us 
on the road illuminated by the clear light of our prophetic tradition, not to 
detour us on the dark path of prejudice and hatred. 

Yet, we can find the right road if we forthrightly face the problems of whom we 
wish to educate for future leadership, and in what manner that education sho~ld 
be carried out. As a first step, I would hope that there would be offered to the 
forthcoming biennial a resolution which would provide that the Union itself 
sponsor the establishment of schools on a regional basis which would act as 
Reform Yeshivot. These schools would not be merelJ a substitute for secular schools. 
Their curriculum would be equally divided between secular and religious subjects, 
and their graduates would logically be expected to advance to the Hebrew Union 
College. Their support could be derived from endowments, Union assistance, the aid 
of individual interested Temples, and, of course, from tuition. Admittedly, this 
is a parochial school program for a selected elite, and it should so be 
presented to the Union biennial for its approval. 

Secondly, we must recognize that our primary responsibility still remains with the 
overwhelming majority of our children who will continue to attend the Sunday Schools. 
Every attempt must continue to be made to strengthen and improve their performance. 
No other programs should be permitted to drain away their already meager resources. 
We must also recognize that while a small group may be diverted to the religious 
preparatory progr~m,(for lack of a better name), a strong intellectual group will 
still re~ain in our Sunday schools. Their education must not be degraded to the 
lowest common denominator, but should be reinforced and enriched. 

I have tried to present a positive attitude towara the problems which we mutually 
face, rather than being merely a nay-sayer. Since this letter is intended for that 
purpose, and not as part of a debate by correspondence, I do not request a response. 
The only answer which I seek is a break from frozen positions and a re-examination 
and re-thinking of this problem by all concerned so that, hopefully, we might 
see a more prophetically enlightened course at the Miami bienniat in which we 
would be unanimously joined. 

Sincerely, 

~l~ 
Milton Hecht 



Copies sent to: 
Rabbi Abraham J. Klausner 
Rabbi Jeck D, Spiro 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Pincus 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy 
Mr. Milton Hecht 

Mrs. Milton Hecht . 
Conmittee of 100 
87 tefferts Road 
Yonkers , New York 

Dear Mr1. Hecht, 

February 6, 1969 

Secretery 

1070.5 

In Dr. Eisendrath'e absence I take the liberty of responding to your 
letter of February 2 , 1969. 

Your point concerning the "fait accompli" and the Union staff members 
assistance to congregations contemplating the eetablishment of Day 
Schools , would be well taken were the Union a hierarchal organization 
with full authority over the actions of its congregations. It is not. 
Each congregation is free to do anything it pleases in its program and 
the Union's resolutions are recommendations only •nd not directives. In 
a word, congregations will be free to establish such schools even if the 
Union Biennial should reject the resolution which is to be offered at 
its Miami Biennia. 

As a consequence , the prior establishment of 9uch schools by congrega
tions would not represent the Union with any kind of a "fait accompli." 
It is true that were this resolution voted down at the Biennial the 
Union itself could not encourage the establishment of such echoole, but 
individual congregations could. 

Therefore, the present activit1ea of Rabbi Spiro and Dr. Jaffe are not 
out of order. Ae a matter of £act•• and I call this new act to your 
attention -- they are specifically authorized to do so by a resolution 
and report on the Day School pa•aed and accepted in 1963, Par~graph #3 
of which reads as follows: 

"We reco111Dend no f01'1D&l action at thb time. The,-subject (of Day 
Schools) should remain under continuing observation. Should any 
congregation or group of congregationa withtn our Movement decide 
to set ~Pa pilot project in this area , there ia nothing to prevent 
the members and staff of the Conmission oa Jewish Education from 
supplying such information and consultative assistance•• they are 
equipped to provide.u 

This report was accepted in June 1963. It was signed by labbi Bernard 
J. Bamberger, who, marginally noted. b not hlttlself in favor of Day 
Schools. 

I certainly appreciate your writing us and I do hope that you will be 
present in Miami so that your contrary views on the subject will be 
given full voice. 

Cordially, 
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~ ~ Ra.bbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, {>resident 
~ Union of merican Hebrew Congregations 

8J8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisendratb , 

Yonkers, New York 10705 
February 2,1969 

This letter is being written on behalf of over 100 
congreg.atio-nal fam:f.lies of Temple Ema.nu- el in Yonkers who are opposed to 
the establishment of a Jewish oriented Day School, as proposed for our Temple. 

The committee began with the nucleua of a few families who 
mailed the enelosed brochure to the entire membership of our Temple. s a 
r sult of that one mailing• well over 100 families have taken the initiative 
to respond, joining in opposition to the establishment of a Temple day school. 

'the Study and D~scussion Kit on Full. T.ime Jewish Sd1,.u:a.tion in 
the Reform Movement indicates tha.t as of May 1968 the Commission on Jewish 
Education recommended to the UAHC , as its decision alone, that the Union 
encourage the establishment of 04Y Schools . we understand that this question 
is still open and is to be decided at the next biennial convention of the 
Union to be held in November of this year. 

However ate recent meeting heLd at our temple, Rabbi Spiro 
and Dr . Jaffee, representing the Commsion on Jewish Education. indicated that 
they were actively assisting a number of congregations in the Metropolitan 
area in the establishment of such schools . 

we feel that this activity is preUlature and could present the 
next biennial with a "fa.it eccomp1i11 1114king it difficult for the delegates to 
render an objective judgment on this question . 

'e ask that the Union assert its authority so that a proper 
climate for study and discussion may be maintained ena that a free and open 
forUlD be available at the forthcoming biennial when a decision will be made 
on this question. 

cc: Rabbi Jack Spiro 
Rabbi Abraham J . Rleusner 

Sincerely yours, 
cormnittee of 100 
Mr . and Mrs . Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs . oidney Braudy , Co-Chairl»aD 
Mr . and Mrs . Milton Mecht, sec~etary 

Pro- Tern 



,, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, V. P, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler; 

87 Lefferts Road 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10705 
February 11, 1969 

Thank you for your letter of February 6th, in reply to 
our letter to Rabbi Eisendrath, written in his absence. 

We note with great interest that since 1963, when you 
were Director of Jewish Education, you have been in the forefront of 
those who espouse and support the principle of Reform Day Schools. We 
therefore see your letter as a partisan reaction and not responsive to 
the questions we raised in regard to the UAHC. 

We would still appreciate a reply from Rabbi Eisendrath 
upon his return and have so requested of him as in the enclosed letter. 

Sincerely yours, 
Committee of 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy, Co-Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Hecht, Secretary 



Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Fresident 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisendratb; 

87 Lefferts Road 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10705 
Feb. 11, 1969 

On February 2nd, we wrote to you with the major purpose 
of informing you, as president of the UAHC, that there is a substantial 
and articulate opposition to the establishment of a Day School at our 
Temple Emanu-el of Yonkers where such a proposal is under discussion. 

An enclosed brochure explained the reasons for our oppo
sition. Because we feel that the Commission on Jewish Education is a 
special pleader and protagonist for this departure from what we believe 
is basic Reform doctrine, we asked your intercession with the representa
tives of the Commission. 

we are well aware that the UAHC is not hierarchal in 
structure. We know that we must fight the establishment of a Day School 
within our Temple and we are. We also think, however, that national 
staff, in the absence of any committment by the UAHC at it biennial 
convention, when the lay memb rship expresses its will, whould restrict 
its activities to advice rather than proselytizing for Day schools. 

we have received a reply to our first letter from Rabbi A. 
Schindler. We would still like to hear from you. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely yours, 
committee of 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy, Co-Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Hecht, Secretary 

Pro-Tem 



1963 COMMISSION REPORT ON DAY SCHOOLS 

In 1950, papers were read before the CCAR by Victor Reichert and the late 

Emanuel Gamoran on the proposal to create day schools under Reform Jewish auspices . 

Lengthy discussion followed. Last December, a similar program was conducted by 

NATE, with Samuel Glasner and Sam Rosenkranz reading papers . Our Commission re

ceived a communication some years ago from members of the faculty and student-body 

of the New York School, HUC-JIR, asking us to "re-think" our position on the sub

ject; and the New England Council of Reform Rabbis has adopted a resolution urging 

the establishment of preparatory schools conducted in the spirit of our movement. 

A number of Reform leaders have made personal statements favoring day schools and 

have enrolled their own children in existing institutions of this type. Many of 

our congregations conduct daily nursery schools; to our knowledge, however, none 

has extended the day school program to kindergarten and primary grades. 

The foregoing summary is based on information supplied by Dr. Grand, whose 

help is gratefully acknowledged. 

On this subject, our Commission can take one of three courses: 

1. Reflecting the long-standing opposition of Reform to segregatory trends, 

we could adopt a resolution against day schools. But it is not easy to discover 

a clear principle on which to base such a resolution. Despite our often-expressed 

devotion to public schools, we have never voiced disapproval of the enrollment of 

our children in private schools -- a widespread practice which has gone on for 

many years. In his argument against day schools, Dr. Rosenkranz achieved consis

tency by arguing that all primary and secondary education should be conducted by 

the State. Such a position is not only unrealistic, and from the legal standpoint 

unconstitutional, but it is also open to serious question on moral and religious 

grounds. The existence of private and parochial schools can be a source of strength 

to the cause of freedom. We may or may not consider Reform Jewish day schools 

desirable: we can hardly argue that they are morally or religiously wrong. 
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2. We could adopt a resolution favoring the creation of such schools. But 

it is unlikely that a resolution of the sort would lead to action; and if we 

thought it might precipitate such an undertaking, we should be all the more 

hesitant to adopt it! The establishment of a day school will be a difficult and 

expensive task, and we will not be able to help finance it. Dr. Rosenkranz 

cogently reminds us that Orthodox leaders have been demanding community support 

for their day schools, and suggesting that if this support is not forthcoming, 

they will have to seek federal aid. A sense of responsibility should restrain us 

from passing a resolution that would be futile if unheeded and dangerous if heeded. 

The one certain result of such action by the Commission would be that the 

CCAR and UAHC would have to pass upon it. Thus both these bodies would be involved 

in lengthy and perhaps heated debates on a question still theoretical. 

3. Your Committee therefore recommends no formal action at this time. The 

subject should remain under continuing observation. Should any congregation or 

group of congregations within our movement decide to set up a pilot project in 

this area, there is nothing to prevent the members and staff of the Commission 

from supplying such information and consultative assistance as they are equipped 

to provide. They need only avoid such public statements as would imply that we 

have an official attitude toward the undertaking. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BERNARD J . . BAMBERGER 

Chairman, Committee on Day Schools 
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Rabb:'. Jay Kaufman 
B'nai B1rith 
1640 .Rhode r~land 
W&iihington, D.C. 

:venue N .w. 
20036 

April 4> 1968 

D~r sbbi Kaufmlln, 

Rabi Senitdlcr is out of tow for a =cw 
d yo, hut c c..~kcd that I inqub:C! o you 
the addresa of t • HAROLD 8Am. ~ould 
you be oo r-mougl. o send it or. 7 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs.) Rae einer 
ecretsry to bi ~chin ler 
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Date March 27 , 1 968 

Rabbi Jack D. Spiro From __________________ _ 

To 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ___________________________ _ 

Subject _______________ ~-~--e,..,,~=--7'/rf.::,,,,.0.1------------

n PP !LVJ 
/ lY" f, ,,J Ir ,r' 

(-> u 

Alex, I was 
you about a 
was interes 
university. Jay me 
prep school project 

JDS:fln. 

y Kaufman 'Who asked me to remind 
evidently a philanthropist, 'Who 

ng to the f ounding of a Jewish 
that he might be interested in the 



Rabbi Hartfn A. Cohen 
Hebrew Union Co1tege • 
Jewlth tnatltut of Rellglon 

Wett 68th Street 
New Vcrk, York lO ! 

D r t rt In: 

March 11. 1965 

Thank you for your 1 tter concerning th reactton of 
the congregants to your eermon on day 1c.hool1. They 
w re tmpr 11ed with th overwh lmlng force of th• 
posit Ive trg..,..., In your df e1ogue with yourte1 f and 
I III very heppy to learn that. ft shows how we have 
"se1 tlve hearing" at ti I when we are emotlona11y 
Involved rn an ftsue. 

Word of your ttudents• reaction WIS heart nlng. I 
hove been unterlng growln forum of support, 
though It ts lti11 fnorlty wlthfn the ranks of 

form, and I bell-• the more the metter fl dft• 
cu11ed, even argued. the aooner the lndl1pen11bl11ty 
of d ¥ • hoo1• wl 1l bee apparent end wl II be added 
to our Refo Mov nt. 

With wanne1t regards, I 

Stne rely your• 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/ ~m 



Hebrew Union ~ollege ✓ Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UN ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
U. A.H. C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Jay: 

40 WEST 68 STREET • NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

TRafalgar 3-0200 

February 26, 1965 

I finally have the leisure to write to you to tell you how 
honored I felt when you came to hear me preach. Even though I 
would not be so bold as to think that you came for that purpose, 
the confluence of circumstances that brought you to the Union 
Temple did make me very happy . 

I know that you will be interested to learn that subsequent 
to my preaching of that sermon, a number of people in the Temple 
have spoken to une indicating that they were originally opposed to 
the idea of the all-day school, but that they are prepared to re
consider their decision. Among them were two very prominent leaders 
of the community. 

It is also interesting to note that of all the laymen who spoke 
with me, not one mistook my position. I had been afraid, as you were, 
that I was bending over backwards, but apparently I could not completely 
hide my own position. I continue to feel that a cautious, cool and 
backward-bending approach, is less likely to provoke hostility from the 
people we want to reach . 

Those students of mine who took my elective course on the History 
of Reform Judaism last year (unfortunately, I cannot offer it yearly) 
are prepared ideologically and emotionally to be of service and in all 
ways in a day-school program. 

If I can be of service, please do not hesitate to call on me. 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely yours, 

Martin A. Cohen 



90 

MIEM (0) ~AN[)) UM 
Date Jul 17 1968 

From _____ R_a_b_b_i_ J_a_c_k_D_. _S_p_i_r_o _______ _ 

To Regional Directors 

Co forinformationofRabbis Jacob Rudin, Roland Gittelsohn David Hachen Maurice 
sendrath> Alexander Schindler; Miss Katherine Molnar; Department of Educ. Staff 

Subject _____ R_e_e_o_lu_t_i_o_n_ o_n_ F_u_l_l _-T_im_ e~ J~e_w_i""""s_h_E_du_c_a_t_i_o_n ______________ _ 

At the UAHC Biennial last November in Montreal the following resolution 
was passed without dissent: 

"WHEREAS, mindful of the growing ferment within our ranks for the 
creation of Reform Jewish Day schools as well as the desire for at least 
one secondary school under UAHC auspices as a pilot project, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

1) that the Commission on Jewish Education make available to the UAHC Board 
of Trustees, our Regional Councils and Federations and congregations, the 
results of its recent study on this subject; 

2) that during the next two-year period a thorough and objective exploration 
of this matter be carried on by the Commission on Jewish Education so that a 
complete report on this subject may be brought to the next General Assembly 
of the UAHC; 

3) that the Reform Movement may express itself decisively on this subject at 
the next Biennial Assembly. 11 

During the last Commission meeting in May, the following resolution, 
submitted by the Ad Hoc Committee on Day Schools, of which David Hachen is 
chairman, was passed 17-3: 

"The Ad Hoc Committee urges the Commission on Jewish Education to 
recommend to the Central Conference of American Rabbis and the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations that they encourage the establishment of 
schools, which would provide for the liberal Jew, on a full-time basis, an 
integrated program of Jewish and general studies." 

We are in the process of preparing a packet of informational materials 
regarding the issue of full-time Jewish education. This packet will consist 
of the Biennial mandate, the Commission resolution, the feasibility study, 
several articles pro and con, the results of a survey conducted and a dis
cussion guide. 
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The discussion guide is important because we hope that you will arrange 
a program (workshop, inform~l meetings, etc.) during your Regional Biennials 
this coming year to discuss the issue of full-time Jewish education within 
the Reform Movement. 

Perhaps you will also consider encouraging every congregation in your 
region to utilize a congregational meeting, a board meeting, a religious 
school committee meeting, etc., to discuss the issue fully. We hope, in this 
way, to clear the air of much of the heat and haze which this issue inevitably 
raises, prio~ to the Miami Biennial when the Commission Resolution will be sub
mitted and its fate determined. 

I would appreciate receiving information about your plans. 

JDS:ehf 



Rabbi lrwJn C. Lowenhelm 
Temple Emanu•EI 
1526 C ntrel Avenue 
Far Rockaway, N.V. 11691 

0 ar bbl Lowenhelm: 

February~. 1965 

Many thanks for your gracious remarks In r gard to 
my $rtlcle on Reform Jewish Day Schools. t was de-
1 lghted to learn that you re In agr t with me 
on the Importance of establishing such schools and 
am happy to count you amon our allies. 

While I \«)Uld 1 Ike very much to meet with you to 
discuss this matter at greater length, I find that 
my schedule wl11 not ke such meeting posslble. 
Hay I suggest you cont ct Rabbi Alexender Schindler, 
th UAHC's dlt tor of Religious Education for I am 
sure he would be pleased to have the opportunity to 
share an exchange with you on this crucial subject. 

With kindest greetings, I arn 

Stneerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/eJm 
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Feb. 11 1965 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
8 38 5th Av. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman, 

GRanite 1-2888-2889 

I read your article in the October issue of the CCAR 
Jour nal and heartily endorse the position you have taken. 
I maintain that the establishment of Reform Day Schools 
are essential and imperative. I believe that we can no longer 
table this cruci~ l issue. The time is come when the Rab ... 
binate must manifest determined leadership. 

At the last meeting of the Association of Reform Rabbis, 
at the House of Living Judaism, the Day School issue was 
discussed. Rabbi Joel Zion delievered a fine paper, advocating 
the establishment of day schools. At the conclusion of the 
meeting, a vote on this issue revealed that the great majority 
of Rabbis favored the establishment of Day Schools. 

I would like to meet with you, 
this significant matter. 

so that we may d i scuss 

j/ 

' \✓ ✓ l') ~ 
Q;' ~ }§ 

/ ·17° 

Sincerely, 

~~k'v.~ 

Rabbi Irwin C. Lowenheim 



Of"f"ICE 0.,. TMK P"0V0ST 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER. BROADWAY AND 122ND STREET 

NEW YORK 27 , N , Y . 

CABLE ACCRESS: '"SEMINA"V" N~W YORK 

January 27, 1965 

Dear Jay: 

This is a rather belated acknowledgement of your 
off-print on "Day Schools''· I imagine you know 
how Daniel felt and you seem to have survived 
too. All of us are strengthened by every 
reaffirmation of the intensification of standards 
for Jewish education. I am sure that your paper 
will be an important resource in future discussions 
of American Jewish Education. 

I hope that I may see you sometime soon. 

Every good wish. 

Bernard Mandelbaum 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, New York 

BM:slh 



RABBI HAROLD H. GORDON 

1 cf EAST 73RD STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Rabbi Ja Kaurman 
Union of meric&n Hebre'°r 

Con regations 
838 Fifth venue 
t!ew York 21 , N.Y. 

Dear J a 

J anuar 21 , 1965 
18 ~hevat 5 725 

''Yasher Ko""ch'' on our - rticle ,hich appeared 

i n the October , 196l:. issue of the CCAR 11
1)a 

School s : 1ot 'Vhether But Ro ?" 

More intensive Jewish educa t i on ill benefit 

not on l the Reform grour but K' l 2l YisrRel . 

All the more ower to ou for pressing for the 

est ~blishment of Reform da schools . 

CordL· 11 , 

HHG :ets 
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Mr. Heinz Warschauer 
Holy Blossom Temple 
1950 thurst Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada 

Dear Heinz: 

January 14, 1965 

Dr. Maurice J cobs hared with me your r uest for 
r prints of ffrf recent article on Reform Jewish 
Day Schools and noted that he has no copies on 
hand at this tlm. I sfncerely regret that you 
are having such difficulty obtaining these r • 
pr I nts. 

Under separate cover, I am sending you ten copies 
of the article. I trust these will be of help to 
you. I wish It were possible form to supply 
more but unfortunately I do not hav too many 
copies left In ffrf supply end m happy to not 
get constant requests for them. 

With wannest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi J y Kaufman 
JK/ Jm 



AREA CODE 215 MA 7-7450 

1010 Arch Street • Philadelphia, Penna. 19107 

M:•. Heinz arschauer, 
H l v 1 ,S ◊1'l Te le.., 
~- t:1'·i""' t t va d . • 
1'·. r;·i"r, , ():1t • , ~a.na, • 

January 7,. 1965 

:1i.i in in nswe to yorJ.l' uote of e 4th . 

i~ . . ·1· iri 
l,y t author 

Afte·"' the initial 
quant:..t5 , :.u;;, f f'intf; , 

be,, c . 

~ . re no co ic"' r;:i th 
.:. cci1 y of }~ • ~ .kttev 
}our- int er-cs~ i~ 50 c 

Dear Jay:-

n ;,r.ir, b t l 
1, .. i Kaui,--: n so t ~1' of 

Tye type is standing but 
pay to go to press again 
copies. The reasonable 

it does not RIO£g~. o~ir \~ for 50 or even 100 
fi ure would be about 500. 
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I, 

I I 
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Rabbi Jay Kaufman, 
U A H C, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi: 

December 24, 1964. 

We are interested in obtaining reprints of your article, 
"DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER, BUT HON?", published in the 
October, 1964 issue of the CCAR Journal. 

We have been advised by Rabbi Joseph Klein, editor of the 
above mentioned publication, to contact you to find out 
whether you have a supply of these reprints. 

We would be interested in obtaining 50 copies. 

Looking forward to hearing from you by return mail, 
with kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

remain, 

HW: rg Heinz Warschauer, 
Director of Education. 

j 



... 

r. H I ni wa rsc:hauer 
Holy Blossom r_.,,. 
Bathurst Street a ~• Road 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Deer Hetnz: 

December 23• 1964 

bbl Joseph Kleln. ldltor of the CCAA J RNAL, has 
shared with me your request for f lfty c:oples of my 
rt I el e on HOay Schoo ls: Not Whether, But How?" I 

was delighted to learn th t you wish to utilize 
this paper In your prograntnlng. 

Unfortunately. I am unabf to supply fifty re-prints 
from my own supply for I ord red a lfmf ted number 
and have had many requests for eoples • I'm pleased 
to say. l would sugge$t that you contact Or. Maurice 
Jacobs, 1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia. PennsyJv nla. 
His firm prints the Journ 1 and p rhaps it w11I be 
Po sfble to obtain re-prints from that source. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely your•• 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/eJm 
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...... J-•- KL■IN, llon·o• 

Mr. Heinz W rsehouer 
Director of Educ:at H;n 
Holy Blo sorn T~mpl~ 
Toetont.:o, C«n d.i 

Dear Mr. War set.a er : 

December 17, 1964 

This is in reply to your lettf't of De,cPrnb r 4 asking 1f it is poss1ol to ge-t rPprln sot thP rticle by Rabbi Jay Kaufman 1n n~ Octo ber 1964 1 sue of the CCAR Journal . I doubt J. t c;ur;b r Fr 1nt.s .\re now available, a though I would sugg~st that you wr1~e to Rabbi Kaufman. It 1 pos s.ble that he may have ordered a larqe nwnbex of repr:nts to made and has th t man)". copies lett over. 

Rabbi Kaufman•s address 1s 838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. He 1s, as you know. the VicePresident of the UAHC . 

Sincerely, 

Hahb1 Joseph Klein 
JK:es 

• 



Mfss Susan Keln•r 
25 WJ I low Cate 
Aoslyn He ights , N.Y. 

Dear Khs Kelner: 

December 16, 196'1 

As Rabbi Keufman Is c;urrently out-of•t ... city, t • 
taking tho liberty of responding to your lotter of 
recent dat•- • 

f • encloslrtg a copy of an article. ~bl Kaufman 
wrote for the Journal of che Centr1I Conferenc:ie of 
Amerlc•n AabbJt on °Day Schools: Not Whether lut Mow? 
This wl ti• I am sure, be. of help to you In p,epar.lng 
y()Ur COlif, ,,.t Jon report. $hou Id you h.ve any ques• 
tlons please do not h••H.ato co coll upon. us. 

WI th every good wl sh, t am 

enc-I. 
cc: ftahbl t> .. .A,get 

Slne4Wely yours, 

ldhh J .. Ml Her 
Achlnbtratlve Ass 1t. 
io Rabbi Jay iaufntan 
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Hr. Harry Wohl 
Jewish Education Conwnltte 
426 W6St 58th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Harry: 

December I,., 1964 

Thank you for your lovely note concerning the article 
on day schools In Its exquisite Hebrew prose. It was 
such a Joy to read your 1 tter and so very encouraging 
for mo personally to hav th sentiment you expres ed 
relayed to me. 

With ·nannest r gards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/eJta 
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P-abb r Tiu,o re N. Lewis 
Progre slve Syn gogu 
0c n Av nu at Av nu I 

rooklyn. N York 30 

D r Ted: 

rl., 164 

Many thank for sharfn with your bulletln 
rtlcl on the Fl tbuah Ye hfv. I c rtalnly 

w s d Jfght d with ft •. Yash r Ko h. 

Would t t more of ur colleagues f Jt as you, 
and 1, t t 11ft Is th Hebrew Ian ua9e which 
ntoeks the pe nt nd fr sh r sources of 

thewJewl$h $1>1 rlt •••• " Fr wh nc wfl 1 c 
! our Jewl h leaders oft"-• futur 7 It 11 my 
1 erd t pray r th•t In th not too dlst•nt 
/ futur th r wt11 rf / In our midst a R fonn 

Jewish d c:y school. 
{ 

With wa st regard and st wish s for a 
happy H nukah, I em 

lncere1y yours, 

Rabbf Jay Kaufman 
JK/eJ 

I (I 

/ 



RABBI THEODORE N. LEWIS, 0. 0. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 

OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN 30, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

November 23, 1964 

Thank you for your congratulations upon my 
twenty-fifth year with Progressive. I appreci
ate the very nice things you say, and I am grate
ful to you. 

I am enclosing the current issue of our 
weekly bulletin. I am sure you will be delighted 
with what I wrote about the Flatbush Yeshiva. 

With warm personal regards and every good 
wish, I am 

Sincerel ours 

L:c ~do N. Lewis 



Temple Topics 

Volume XVIII, No. 11 

Service For Chanukah 
The F east of Dedication lasts eight 

days. A candle is kindled soon after 
nightfall on the first evening, and on 
each successive evening another candle 
is added. On Friday, the Chanukah 
lights are kindled before the Sabbath. 

The following blessings are recited 
before kindling the lights: 

iWK tl71Vi1 170 U 1i17K II i1i'lK 11i J 
'iw i J p171i17 1J111 w,r:m:::i 1Jw1p 

n:iun 

Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E-lo-he-nu 
Me-Jech ho-o-lom, asher kid -d'sho-nu 
b'mits-vo-sav v'tsi-vonu l'had-lik ner 
she! chan 'nu-koh . 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who hast san
ctified us by Thy commandments and 
commanded us to kindle the lights of 
Chanukah. 

nwyw tl71Vi1 170 1N17K 11 n nx 11,:i 
i1ii1 )0i:l tli1i1 tJltJIJ 1Jlfl1 JK'i tJIDJ 

Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E-lo-he-nu 
Me-Jech ho-o-lom she-o-soh nis-sim 
la-avo-se-nu by-yomim ho-haim baz-z'
man haz-zeh . 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who hast 
wrought miracles for our fathers, in 
days of old, at t hi s season. 

Blessin g recited on first nigh t only. 

t:171Vi1 170 1J1i17K 11 i1ilK 11iJ 
nm JOi7 uy1Ji11 uo1p1 1J1nnw 

Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E -lo-he-nu 
Me-Jech ho-olom she-hech 'yon-nu, v'
kimo-nu v' hig-g-o-nu la-z'man haz-zeh. 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who has kept us 
in li fe and hast preserved us, and en
abled us to r each thi s season . 

:io~-rr,. t1-,~~ r, 
PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 

OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

• 

November 23, 1964 

SABBATH WORSHIP 

Friday Evening, November 27th, 8:30 P.M. 

DR. LEWIS 
will preach on 

"RECAPTURING 

THE PILGRIM 

SPIRIT 11 

* * * * 
SOCIAL HOUR - ONEG SHABBAT 

* * * * 
Saturday Morning, November 28th, 10:30 A.M. 

Sermon On 

Torah Portion 

:,,,,, c~,, ,~ n,;;:,i 

"Thou shalt meditate therein day and night." 

TORAH PORTION FOR THE WEEK- Vayyeshev 

Genesis - Chapter 37, verse 9 through Chapter 40 

Reading from the Prophets 

Kislev 18, 5725 

Amos - Chapter 2, ver se 6 to Chapter 3, verse 8 

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
OF THE BROOKLYN REFORM CONGREGATIONS 

at Progressive Synagogue 

Wednesday Evening, November 25th, 8:30 P.M. 
Rabbi Louis I. Newman 

will preach 
and the rabbis of the congregation wi ll participate 

Collation 
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Mildred Collender. Esther Distler. Harry Haim
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MEMORIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Sabbath eve, November 27th, we will 

commemorate the Yahrzeit of: 
Joseph J. Alexander 

-:-:- Fay Familant 
Nathan Garfield 

• . .- Shepard A. Levine 
Sonia Mason 

.. Eve Rosenberg 
-::- Ray Schwartzman 

-:-:- Fannie Weiner 
"Zecher Zadick L'Vracha" 

"The Memory of the Righteous 
is for a Blessing" 

"'·A light will be kindled on our Bronze 
Yahrzeit Memorial Tablet. 

MEMORIAL TABLET 
A Memorial Tablet has been placed 

on our Memorial Plaque in memory of: 
Moe Zweibel 

The Tablet contains the name of the 
deceased and the date of death. 

Next Session of 

Sunday Morning Study Group 

December 6th• 10:15 A.M. 

T E i\I P L E T O P I C S 

FROM THE RABB I 

What is the most significant, the most distinctive structure to rise m our 
community in recent years? 

Ocean Avenue and adjoining streets have been literally transformed by 
gigantic apartment buildings, many quite luxurious. A few represent the last 
word in modern living - providing central air conditioning, indoor and out
door swimming pools, television antenna, garage faci li ties, and myriads of other 
undreamt of fac ilities . Yet one building is outstanding, and should fill our hearts 
with joy and pride. 

This building is the new high school of the Flatbush Yeshiva on Avenue J. 
Beyond question, i t is the foremost new structure to r ise in our community 
during the last decade. Even architecturally it is most impressive. 

The edifice represents sacrifice·, devotion and loyarty-on 1imagnTffcent scale. · 
A group of Jewish laymen who could conceive a financial undertaking involving 
several million dollars in behalf of a Jewish cause deserve our gratitude. What 
is striking about these Jewish laymen is their dedication to the cause of Jewish 
education, t heir desire to impart a knowledge of Judaism to our youth, to train 
Jewish boys and girls during their most decisive years in Jewish ways of life. 
What is gratifying and exceptional is that these lay people appreciate the 
transcending importance of Torah, recognize that teaching the youth is a duty or 
mitzvah, which takes precedence over every other activity. 

Jewish education is the stepchild of American J ewry. American .Jews spend 
fantastic sums, millions upon millions of dollars, upon a host of causes, pre
dominantly ph ilanthropic in character. But for J ewish education, the wealthy 
Jewish community of our land provides a mere pittance. As a resul t of niggardli
ness, American Jewish youth is growing up into ad ul t hood, is maturing into 
manhood and womanhood, in shocking ignorance of Judaism and its basic 
r eli gious and ethical teachings. 

The most grievous situation in Jewish religious life is the Bar Mitzvah 
ceremonial. Not only has the social aspect of the function become in many 
ways revolting, but what is lamentable is that the Bar Mitzvah has come to 
signify the end of all J ewish learn ing and synagogue attendance. Thi s r e
presents a spiritual tragedy defying description. A youth at thirteen is just 
beginning to develop, to mature emotionally, intellectually and morally. At 
thirteen, the mind is fresh and elastic, capable to receive vital impressions and 
in struction. What one learns during the fo rmative years, from twelve to sixteen, 
is never completely forgotten. That at this most decisive period in life, J ewish 
education should come to a sudden and ab rupt end, is nothing short of 
catastrophic. Not only does all learning cease, but the li tt le Jewish knowledge 
the youth has gained, is quickly forgotten. Learning like much else, is not static. 
He who does not increase knowledge, forfeits it. 

That at least several hundred Jewi sh boys and girls will continue in our 
communi ty their Jewish education through their hi gh school years, is cause for 
rejoicing. Not only will these youths pursue secular studies, but they will a lso 
study Torah. Even as they grow in genera l knowledge, so wi ll they grow in 
J ewish knowledge, in Torah. 

In the high school department of the F latbush Yeshiva, as in the other 
branches of the institution, the Hebrew language occupies a place of supreme im
portance, alongside English. Since it is the Hebrew language which unlocks the 
permanent and fresh resources of the Jewish spirit, no Jewish education is worth 
a tinker's damn without a knowledge of Hebrew. Among the many reasons for 
the grave spiritual impoverishment of American Jewry, the ignorance of the 
Hebrew language ranks at the very top. In the Flatbush Yeshiva, Hebrew lives, 
and the pupils master it by studying the basic J ewish texts in the original -
the Bible, Rashi, the Mishnah, Gemara, etc. 

Because it houses Torah, is the High School of the Flatbush Yeshiva the most 
important and enduring structure to rise in our midst during the last decade. 
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LATTENDANCE AT I 
~BBATH SERVI~ 

On coun tless occasi'ons, Dr. Lewis 
has spoken of t he functions of our 
Religious School. One of our aims is 
to develop in our pupils a wholesome 
attitude towards Judaism and a pride 
in our heritage. The other is to teach 
our children "how to pray", and par
t icipate in the Synagogue ritual. The 
Religious School teaches the pupils 
the mechanics of prayer , but thi s is 
valueless unless it is put in to constant 
practise and use. It is beca use of this 
t hat our children are urged to attend 
€very service on the Sabbath, in the 
company of their parents. 

Since the beginning of the school 
year, we have had on an average, 
over one hundred and fifty children 
present at the Saturday mornin g ser
v ices. While this is a good record , we 
cannot be satisfied until one hundred 
percent of our pupils present them
selves on that holy mornin g to parti
cipate actively, and to put into good 
use the lessons learned in our Reli
gious Schoo l. There is nothing as im
portant as inculcating in the minds 
of young children that the Sabbath is 
a time to attend Synagogue services 

and to pray. 

May we urge all our parents to co
operate with the Synagogue, so that • 
no obs tacles are placed in the paths 
of the children in the obligation of 
attendin g Sabbath mornin g services. 

Milton Snitkoff, P1·incipal 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 
OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

• 

November 16, 1964 Ki slev 11 , 5725 

T 

SABBATH WORSHIP 

Friday Evening, November 20th, 8:30 P.M. 

o ·R. LEWIS 
will preach on 

"J A C O B 

A N D 

W O B R 

E S 

0 T 
* * * * 

A 

H 

u 
E R 

SOCIAL HOUR - ONEG SHABBAT 

* * * * 

s ' ' 

Saturday Morning, November 21st, 10:30 A.M. 

Sermon On 

Torah Portion 

* * * 
Bar Mitzvah Of 

Bruce Landow 

:,,,,, =~,, i ::l r, , ;:,, 

"Thou shalt meditate ther ein day and night." 

TORAH PORTION FOR THE WEEK- V'Yishlach 

Genesis - Chapter 32 verse 4 through chapter 36 

Reading from the Prophet s 

Hosea - Chapter 11 verse 7 to chapter 12 verse 12 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov. 18th - Sisterhood Hat Sale and Business Meeting 11 :30 A.M. 

Ad ult Ed ucation Lecture ... 8 :30 P.M. 

22nd - Reception to New Members ... 7 :30 P.M. 
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MEMORIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Sabbath evening, November 20th, 

we will commemorate the Yahrzeit of: 
":• Morris Exter 

Abraham H . Goldblatt 
-::- Miriam Kaminsky 
• ,, Emma Lipshitz 
-::- Ruth Sale 

"Zecher Zadick L'Vracha" 
"The Memory of the Righteous 

is for a Bless ing" 
-::- A light will be kindled on our Bronze 
Yahrzeit Memorial Tablet. 

MEMORIAL TABLETS 
Memorial Tablets have been placed 

on our Memorial Plaque in memory 
of: 

Solomon Herz 
Edward Rabinowich 
Lill ian Rabinowich 

The Tablets contain the name of 
the deceased and the date of death. 

BAR MITZVAH OF 
BRUCE LANDOW 

Bruce Landow, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Landow, 923 E. 26th St., will 
celebrate his Bar Mitzvah coming 
Sabbath morning, November 21st. The 
1,ervice begins promptly at 10 :30 A.M. 

T E l\I P L E T O P I C S 

FROM THE RABB I 

Had the congregation arranged only the Sabbath eve service on the evening 
of October 30th to commemorate my twenty-fifth anniversar y as rabbi of Pro
gressive Synagogue, with the beautiful introduction by Mr. Samuel Siegel; the 
inspiring address by my good friend, Rabbi Max Schenk; the touching tribute 
by Mr. Milton Gelman; fo llowed by the Oneg Shabbat tendered by the past
presidents of the Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had the congregation arranged only the Sabbath morning service on October 
31st in honor of my twenty-fifth anniversar y, with the splendid address by Mr. 
Harold M. Distler, and the elaborate Kiddush sponsored by the Sisterhood and 
Men's Club of t he Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had the congregation arranged only the gala dinner-dance Saturday even
ing, October 31st, in honor of my twenty-fifth anniversary, with Mr. Samuel 
Siegel as toastmaster, and including - an address by Mr. Gelman ; a presenta
tion by Mr. Morris Sudack in behalf of the Men's Club ; a presentation by Mrs. 
Milton Gelman to Mrs. Lewis in behalf of the Sisterhood; and a presentation by 
Mr. David Berk in behalf of the Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had only the Religious School offered on Sunday morning, November 1st, the 
program which it did in honor of my twenty-fifth anniversary - a irrogram the 
words and music of which was truly delightful -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

The four events combined made the week-end a notable and unforgettable 
experience, one which will be cherished by Mrs. Lewi s and by me as long as we 
live. 

I am gratefu l to Mr. Samuel Siegel, t he chairman of the "week-end", and 
to lYir. Milton Gelman, the president of our Synagogue, the two gentlemen most 
responsible for planning and arranging thi s unusual celebration - one with few 
parallels in the life of any rabbi . 

I am indebted to Rabbi Max Schenk fo r the inspiring message he brought 
at the Sabbath eve service; to Mr. Harold M. Distler for hi s touching address 
at Saturday morning se rvice; and to Morris Sudack for the gracious words he 
spoke when he presented to me, in behalf of the Men's Club, a set of the Jewish 
Encyclopedia with a beautiful inscription on each of the twelve volumes. 

I am grateful to Mrs. Mil ton Gelman, president of the Sisterhood, who 
thrilled the dinner audience with the presentation to Mrs. Lewis of a magnificent 
piece of sculpture entitled "A Woman of Valor" - a gift of the Sisterhood. 
The interpretation by Mrs. Peter Simonson, the sculptress, enhanced the even
ing's program immeasurably. 

Mr. David Berk's address and the warmth of his words, were intensely 
moving. His emphasis on the impact I have made on our membershi p in the area 
of Jewish reli gious loyalt ies, touched me particularly. For the generous purse 
which he presented in behalf of the congregation, I am most appreciative. 

Above and beyond all , I shall always treasure the warmth, the affection, and 
the good wishes of the multi tudes of our people who attended the three memorable 
events. The prayers that I may be privileged to celebrate many more milestones 
in life, were deeply touching. 

My heart overflows with thanksgiving and gratitude to Almighty God fo1· 
having granted me life, sustained me and permi tted me to celebrate in so ex
traordinary a fashion twenty-fi ve years of association with Progress ive Syna
gogue, and forty years in the rabbinate. 

That the Almighty may find me always worthy to serve Him, and my people, 
for many years to come, t hat I may be in the truest sense an Eved Adonay -
a servant of the Most High - is my fervent prayer. 



JEWISH THEATRE FOR 
, CHILDREN 

The Jewi h Theatre for Children is 
presenting a fasc inating play in Eng
lish, entitled "A Will in the Desert." 
It is a stirring story based on the ef
forts of the I sraelis to cement good 
relations with the Arab minority with 
the state. The settings, costumes, 
dances, and captivating music have 
endeared the play to all who saw it . I 
am cer tain that you would want your 
chi ld to enjoy thi s rich, emotional ex
perience. 

P erformances are presented on Sun
day afternoons at the Joan of Arc 
Playhouse, 154 W. 93rd St., New York 
City at 2 :30 P.M. 

We are planning to take about fo r ty 
children to the theatre on Sunday, 
Februar y 7, 1965. It will be on the 
basis of first come, first served. The 
cost per t icket is $1.50, and the bus 
transportation will be $1.00. If you 
are in terested in havin g your son or 
daughter participate in this event, 
return the s igned permission slip and 
$2.50 to cover the cost of the ticket 
and transpo r tation. 

Thi s offer is limited to children in 
grades 3 to Confirmation. 

M i lton Sni tkoff, Principal 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
AT OUR SYNAGOGUE 

The annual Thanksgiving Service 
arranged by the Brooklyn Association 
of Reform Rabbis fo r the Reform con
gregations of Brooklyn, will take place 
at our Synagogue, Wednesday, ovem
ber 25th, at 8 :30 P .M. 

The rabbis of all the Reform con
g regations will participate in the wor
shi p. The sermon will be delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Louis I. Newma n, 
Rabbi of Rodeph Sholom of Manhat
tan. A collation provided by the Sis
terhoods of the several congregations 
wi ll fo llow the ser vice. 

ADULT EDUCATION LECTURE 

Rabbi Chaim Essrog, Speaker 

Wednesday, November 18th 

8:30 P.M. 

TEMPLE TOPICS 

DR. LEWIS TO LECTURE 
AT SIOUX CITY 

Dr. Lewis has been invited by the 
J ewish Community Center at Sioux 
City, Iowa, to return to the city which 
he left twenty-five years ago where he 
was rabbi of Mt. Sinai Temple for 
twelve years . 

He will leave on Monday, November 
16th, and lecture at the Sioux City 
J ewish Community Center Tuesday 
evening, November 17th. 

Coming - December 8th 
CHAUTAUQUA. NIGHT 

Av Bondarin 
and the J .C.S. Film 

"The Price of Silence" 

KINDLE THE CHANUKAH LIGHTS 
Sunday evening, November 29th, 

the first Chanukah candle is to be lit. 
Let us do so in a manner which will 
be both dignified and impressive, and 
one which the children will never for
get. 

As the cand les are lit, the special 
benedictions for the ritual should be 
recited. The children should receive 
appropriate Chanukah gifts imme
diately thereafter. 

Please remember the night - Sun
day, November 29th - the 1st night 
of Chanukah . 

We Invite 
Your Participation 

in the 
CHANUKAH FESTIVAL 

Your Generosity 
wi ll be 

Amply Rewarded 

* * * 
SEE 

The Chanukah Festival 
Brochure 

for full details 

MR. AND MRS. 
EDWARD GOLDSCHMID 

HOSTS 

In honor of their fortieth wedding 
anniversar y, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Goldschmid, 1245 Ocean Avenue, will 
be hosts to the congregation and to 
their friend s at the Oeng Shabbat re
ception which will follow our worsh ip 
Friday evening, November 20th. 

Page T hree 

Welcome New Members 
We would like to welcome th e fo l

lowing new members : 
Victor Gershek, Sam Goldste in , Irv

in g Krauss, Morton Shreck, Samuel 
Tenzer , and Henry Toder. 

We hope that you will make ever y 
effort to attend our meeting and par
ticipate in Men's Club activities . Con
gratulations are in order for th e fine 
job bein g done by our Membership 
Committee under the able leadership 
of Mac Geller. 
Testimonial Dinner 

I am writing in anticipation of what 
you will r ead in retrospect, namely t he 
testimonial dinner to a grea t guy -
our past Men's Club president, Ed 
Weber - in the ballroom of the Syna
gogue on Thursday, November 12th. 
At this writing we have apnroximately 
eighty reservations from those wish
in g to honor Ed. This goodly number 
attests to the popularity of our guest 
of honor, and also to the yeoman job 
well done by the committee consist
ing of Al Sarney, Harry Haimowitz, 
and J ack Kalman. 
Choral Notes 

The Men's Club Choral Group, un
der the leadership of our Cantor Naf
tali Castel, is showing signs of added 
interest as evidenced by the increased 
attendance at our Thursday night re
hearsals. Incidentally, one of our new 
members, Henry Toder, has expressed 
his intention of joining the group, 
which can use all the new vo ices ( good 
and loud ) it can get. 
Sunday Morning Study Group 

Our first session, under the chair
manship of Dr. Philip Harris, and led 
by Rabbi Lewis, was most successful. 
The next meeting of the Study Group 
has been changed to December 6th. 
Mark the date as one to remember. 
Under di scuss ion is the book "Guide to 
the P erplexed" by Maimonides. 

Robert M indlin 

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 
Once again Progressive Synagogue 

is sponsoring a gala New Year's Eve 
affa ir, December 31st, 1964. 

Dancin g till dawn, cockta ils, din
ner, favors, fun galore, a t $30 per 
couple, for members and their friends. 

Reservations are limited, so please 
make yours early. Call the Synagogue 
office, or Mr. George Siegel, DE 8-
8357. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

We acknowledge with thanks con
tributions to the followin g funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Mrs. Frances Auerbach 
Dr. I. H. Halperin 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Malin 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mariash 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Prashker 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Schwartz 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Strassman 

Scholarship Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Collender 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Schwartz 

Candy Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Feldman 
Mrs. Roslyn Goldstein 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mariash 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Solender 

Flower Fund 
Mrs. Mary Bergman 
Mrs. Sabina Bernstein 
Mrs. Elsie Egna 
Mrs. Frances Hamilton 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mrs. Sophie Orlian 
Mrs. Rebecca Mariash 

Bible And Prayer Book Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Berman 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hamilton 

When you think of Flowers think of 

AVENUE J FLORIST 

Steamer Baskets 

Weddings - Bar Mitzvah 

Decorations - Our Specialty 

1502 Avenue J. ESplanade 7-4350 

Brooklyn 30, N.Y. 

TEMPLE TOPICS 

SISTERHOOD NOTES 

"The Past Is Unrecapturable ... 
to lament its loss is useless and you had better learn to feel that way." 

With The Above Quote In Mind ... 
and with your interest at heart because we would not want you to lament 

the loss of any Sisterhood activity this column aprises you of scheduled events 

through December. Please, before reading further, get your date book and record 

the dates. Thanks, so much. 
WED . NOV. 18th: BUSINESS MEETING AND HAT SALE DAY. Word 

from Pauline Spilberg, Hat Sale Chairman, is: "Hats, Hats, Hats ! Oh boy, are 

we going to have hats!" Sale 10 :30 to 12 :30 followed by 'showing off your new 

hats over coffee and cake' and a Business Meeting. The stock of hats is so in

triguing that there is one restriction to the sale; no more than four hats to a 

customer. 
THURS. NOV. 19th: STUDY GROUP meets under the guidance of E sther 

Distler. The book to be discussed is L. B. Singer's "The Family Moskat." 'I'he 

time? 11 :00 A.M. 
TUES. DEC. 1st: AN EVENING CARD PARTY. The evening has as it' s 

Chairman Ruth Berman assisted by Mary Zucker and Sarah Marks. Their plans 

include a 'winning seat' at the card table for each guest, a tasteful collation, 

door prizes and NO raffles. Truly a case of 'all this and heaven too.' $1.50 per. 

WED. DEC. 9th: A BUSINESS MEETING at which we can enjoy adding 

up all the credits of the occasions just past and plan for festivities to come. 

TUES. DEC. 15th : BAZAAR! Mildred Collendar, Florence Stein, Eva 

Held and Rosalind Monath can work wonders on Bazaar Day if only they have 

the merchandise. Our position is just the opposite of Macy's. They have the 

merchandise and have to advertise for customers. We have the c1tstomers but 

are advertising for merchandise. Get your packages in. Don't let our customers 

go away disappointed! 
WED., Dec. 23rd: Hold the date for a PROGRAM MEETING. More data later. 

When You Have Chairmen .. . 
... like Dorothy Feldman and Martha Silverstein assisted by an all star cast 

of Sabina Bernstein, Trudy Miles, Rosalind Schwartz, Sylvia Trop and Mary 

Zucker what else could you have but a perfect day. The Brunch, something new 

at Sisterhood, was a perfect idea. For those of us who were there this column 

says Thank You to the cast who gave us so much pleasure. For those of you 

who missed the day - you missed so very much. Don't let it happen again! 
Mildred H . Hammel 

'"GUTTERMAN'S" 
Funeral Directors 

Broadway & 66th Street, N. Y. C. Brooklyn: Church & Flatbush Avenue 
TR 3-3500 BU 4-1500 

Other Branches 
Jersey City Rockville Centre Miami 

Gutterman's "PERSONAL SERVICES" are available 
at any Chapel in your community by phoning us at 

BUckminster 4-1500. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 
1395 Ocean Avenue 
Brooklyn 30, N.Y. 

Second Class 
Postage Paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. 

....., GERTZ BROS ., N.Y.C. 



I~d~-~~ 
163 East Avenue, Norwalk, Connect 

Dr. David S. Hachen, Rabbi 

November 10, 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman , Vice -President 
nion of Amer i can Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New Yo r k 21 , New York 

Dear Jay : 

I found your article in the CCAR 
J 0 urnal f orthright and direct. I do wish 
we coul d f i nd a way t o begin this important 
undertaking . I s hall continue tow ork 
within the Commission on Jewis h Educat io n 
to open up the possibilities somewhere for 
a first experime nt . I would appreciate 
your guidance as to a re alisti c possibi l ity. 

It was goodbeing together in Scars 
dale on Succos . Hoping that we shall have 
further opportunities for discussion and 
fel l owship, I remain, 

( , abbi 
Hachen 



STUDY OF THE RABBI 

137 NORTHEAST 19TH STREET 

Deer Jay: 

DR . JOSEPH R . NAROT 
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREATER MIAMI 

MIAMI 32 , FLORIDA 

November 6, 1964 

I had not realized that my note was har-sh. 

If you think so, I am sorry I g ave you that 

feeling. But I was writing briefly end bluntly 

first, bec ause I was in a hurr y, end second, 

because you do ignore many f actors in your 

di~cuss i on of parochial schools. 

I thought you kn ew that, personally, my 

feel i.ngs have always been of the friendliest 

for you and will alw Bys be ~so. 

Very c ordi el ly, 

"t 



D r Azrle1: 

So tha you may copy for your f 11 es. 

I the mall I am getting It should h been 
covered I th •c1$11CSto ! 

Reg rds. 

Jay 

I-

I' 



Dear . • 

lbe eontents of this article Is "PJ)I lcable 

o t L r Zlo Is Nov t. 

regar s. 

Jay 

I 



Dear uda: 

It's easy for tog t Into trouble. I 

just e to write rtlcle lfke this ne! 

regards. 



aw,.,, . ..,. 
.,., 

for,. ........ .., QI ......... . 
for • •J-=t of t ODlltf'ONffY • 1ltlals t •aot-,"18"1• ,,., ...... ....... 

same to B. Seigal, B. Mandelbaum - Seymour Fox 



November 6. l96't 

r Harry: 

After you awaoke.., conscience at the 
Orlinsky dinner. I thought this much ought 
to be do • lt 1 s a subject of bitter con-troversy I Hov t. 

reg ds. 



V 

,. 

) Or. Samuel H. a1umenfleld 
The Jewish Agency 
Department of lducetlon • Cultur 
SIS Park AvefW' 

ew York, New York I 0022 

Dear amue1: 

Many thanks for your gracious let er of November 2nd 
nd the kind worda you offere In regard to rrtf recent 

arttc1 on the Jewl•h day 1chool. I am grateful to 
you for t•klng the time ,o share you, thoughts with 

• 
I wa most Interested In your exchange with Nahtan 
Golmnann n apprecl•te your sharing your thoughts 

nd 1 tt r to hi with•• 

t shar your hope that one dey a dlange wJ I J occur 
end our r bblnlc and lay leader wfJ 1 "see the lfght" 
end elter heir 1)0Sltlon on this question. I pray 
that day 11 not too f•r In the future. 

wr th w.nnest regards• I am 

fnc;er ly yours, 

Rabbi J y Kaufman 
JK/eJm 



.. 
nillil1il nlJJlUil ,w n1J.1n,1 llJTT, ili21TTnil 

~ The Department of Education and Culture of the Jewish Agency 

515 Park Avenue New York, N. Y. 10022 Plaza 2-0600 

November 2 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21 N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

First let me extend to you a hearty "yasher koach" for the vigorous 
position you have taken on the question of the Jewish Day school in 
the Reform movement. Your recent article , "Day Schools, Not Whether , 
But How," is a model of clarity and cogency, and should prove convinc
ing , even to opponents, that the Day school deserves at least a try . 

In regard to the alleged unreasonable demands to be made by Zionists 
for government support for Day schools, I believe that the argument 
is the result of statements made in the past by our friend, Nahum 
Goldmann . With all due respect to Goldmann ' s great acumen and quick 
intelligence, he has not come to know Jewish thought and experience in 
America from within . He still speaks the language of Versailles Treaty 
cultural autonomy and minority rights, a noble aspiration in its day, 
but never fully realized even in Eastern and Central European countries. 

It will interest you to know that back in 1959, when I first heard 
Goldmann present his views, I deemed it necessary to write to him the 
enclosed, which is self-explanatory . I am glad to say that perhaps 
because of my reaction and probably that of others, he did not express 
his views about government support for Day schools when he delivered 
his formal address before the Zionist Congress . Indeed, I have not 
heard him repeat such views in recent years - but leave it to enemies 
of intensive Jewish education to dig up old fears and suspicions and, 
if need be , even invent new ones in behalf of their case. 

I know that there is a hard road ahead of you, but you need not be 
discouraged . Even within my immediate Jewish education "mishpocha" 
there were doubts and even opposition in the past to the 6ay school . ; 
program in the hope that the Talmud Torah would achieve maximum Jewish 
education . Today, when the Talmud Torah is practically out of exist
ence, there is complete unanimity among Jewish educationists as to the 
urgent need of Day schools for the few who care and are willing to pro
vide a meaningful Jewish education for their children. 

There is hope that the same change of heart will take place among the 
laity and our colleagues in the Rabbinate who have not yet seen the light . 

Cordially yours, 

~(fttuve-
Dr . Samuel M. Blumenfield 

enc . 



.. 

Rabbi 'Theodor N. Lewis 
Progr &Iv ynagogu 
0c Avenu et Avenue I 

rooklyn, 30, Y, k 

r Ted: 

y th111ka for your kind not In i"6gard to mv arttel on d-V 
schools. It'• good to 9et a reaction such as yours after some 
of th letters I have ,ec:elved from those '410 take the opposite 
view. 

I had no 1 yau were celebratlng you, 25th nnlversarv a 
rabbi of Progressive ynagogu • Vay didn't an announcment go 
forthT At •nv rate, bel•t•d but nonethelets sincere, I me 
wish you hearty tlJ!UI, SSX• 

Your lnJstry has been • sourc: of 1-nsplretlon not only to 
' your congregants, butt us, your coJleagu , who have been 

str9"gthoned by your example of deep consecration. 

Hay you ind your dear on , In good ~1th, enjoy many more 
1lmdtas as you continue to dedlc:at• yourself so su rbly to 
the 1ervlc of God and man. 

Wtth wa It reeardt, l 1111 

Slnc:erely your, 

/ Rabb I J y Kaufman 



RABBI THEODORE N. LEWIS, D. D. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 

OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN 30, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Kaufman: 

November 5, 1964 

Just a word of congratulations on your 
splendid article about day schools in the cur
rent issue of the C.C.A.R. Journal. It is a 
splendid statement, and I wish all our lay 
people would take it to heart. 

With kind personal regards and every good 
wish, I am 

i9S4 



... -

Mr. HI I ton Neupan 
)80 Canal Street 
New York, .v. 10013 

ONr Mr. Neuman: 

November 9, 1964 

In response to your letter of November 4th, I am 
pleased to enclose herewfth a copy of the Day 
School Resolutlon which eame out of the Assembly 
of Oelegates of the New York F deratfon of Reform 
ynagogues, Aprll 1964. 

I am •lso enclosfng •n article which appeared In 
the October, 1964 edition of the CCAR JOURNAL, In 
which I state my views on the subJec;t. I trust It 
wlll be of lnfonnttlon and osslstance to you. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

JK/eJm 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Joy Kaufman 



TEMPLE EMANU-EL OF LONG BEACH 
455 Neptune Bo varil • Long Beach, New York GEneral 1-4060 

November 4, 1964 

BERNARD KLIGFELD, Rabbi 

RICHARD BOTTON, Cantor 

DAVID DAVIS, President 

MILTON L. NEUMAN, Chairman of 

The Board of Trustees 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Att.: Rabbi Jay Kaufman 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

I have been "elected" to give a report on the proposed Hebrew 

Day Schools that were discussed at the Americana Hotel several 

months ago. 

Will you please send me whatever literature or information may 

be available. 

Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

Cordially, 

~)~ 
Milton N~ 

p. S. Please send to: 380 Canal Street, New York, N. Y. 10013 

~ 



I . 

I 

ttr. San.le I Kaufman 
Oliver Bulldlng 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Kaufman: 

November 5, 1964 

Some time ago you ware In contact with Rabbi llsendrath In regard 
to the matter of Reform Jewish day schools. You were told that I 
was preparing an article on the subject for the CCAR Journal and 
requested tmat a copy be sent to you upon publication. 

'ff\e October, 1964 edition of the Journal contained ffP/ article, 
110ay Schools: Not Whether But How?" and I am pleased to enclose 

a copy herewith. 

With kindest greetings, I am, 

JK/ejm 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 



L.AW- OFFTCE 

OF 

KAUFMAN & KAUFMAN 

SAMUEL KAUF"l"J:.AN 

GERALD KAUFMAN 

SHOLOM D . CoMAY 

OLIVER B-c;ILDING 

PITTSBURGH, P.A . 

March 5, 1964 

Dr . Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Union of American Hebrew Congre gations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21 , N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

I CJ 

/ 

t/ 

day 
Thank you very much for your letter regarding 

schools. 

I note your assurance s that instead of UAHC 
proceeding or Rabbi Kaufman or Rabbi Schindler pressing 
forward in support of Reform day schools, this is only 
one channel to be explored in pursuit of a more inten
sive education for the youth of Reform Movement. It 
would be interesting to see a discussion of the alterna
tives that are also to be explored, and I wou l d very 
much appreciate recei v ing a copy of Rabbi Kaufman's 
article when it is published . 

With best wishes, 

SK : BP 

CC : Dr, Solomon B. Freehof 
Mr . Howard Greenberger 

L 
'ofl)' 

/ C) 

J 
'lj 

~I& 
" 

y 

Sincerely ,, 

£ 
/ / 
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Jay Kauf man DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER 

BUT HOW? 

I wish, with admitted lack of patience, 
we could cease spending time and energy 
on debates over whether there should be 
Reform Jewish day schools and devote 
ourselves to the more diffic ult pro blem of 
their feasibility. T o my mind the Re
form Jew ish day school issue is no longer 
moot . T he existence of such institutions 
for intensive Reform Jewish education is 
critical and perhaps even indi spensable 
to our strength and growth in the U nited 
States. Better that we might wrestle 
with how we are going to create the 
advanced curricula and education mate
rials, the high level fac ulties and fi nances 
required for Reform Jewish day schools. 

To give in to such impatience now, 
however, is to defeat the goa l. T he 
debate over Reform day schools has just 
commenced, explanations and assurances 
must be set forth , the ugly ad hominem 
arguments and invalid straw men swept 
aside. 

Thi s debate, fo rtunately, is gathering 
momentum. It is ga ining proponents and 
opponents and from the introspection 
that intense debate compels w ill come 
the rea li zation that our present day Re
form education, in spite of too many 
self-righteous assurances, perpetuates 
grave inadequacies . As a result, both our 
present day educational instruments w ill 
be greatly improved and day schools w ill 
appear one day on the Reform landscape. 

T he whole subject presentl y fl oats in 
a cauld ron of boiling emotion making it 
almost impossible to approach its es
sence. Can we cool off the aroused 

3 

passions whi ch have engulfed it, candidl y 
confront the charges and counter-charges, 
set them as ide, and fi nally conside r the 
manner in which we can have day 
schools added to the present educati onal 
construct of the Reform movement :i 

Let us begin with the two most fre
quently voiced charges in the flood of 
mail and comment whi ch has flowed into 
the UAH C as a consequence of the pre
Bi ennial New York T imes interv iew, 
which expressed my personal views -
as docs thi s arti cle - and that of a col
league, Rabbi A lexander M. Schind ler. 
The charges are that the Reform Jew ish 
day school will " undermine the public 
school" and that it w ill "ghettoize" our 
children. W ill it? T he UAHC inci
dentally, has no pos it ion on day schools 
and Rabbi Schindler and 1 were merely 
voicing our own views rather than those 
of the U nion. 

Anyone living in the Boston or New 
York areas knows that thousands of 
youngsters from Reform Jewish homes 
in these areas alone, more than could be 
enrolled in Reform day schools even if 
a reasonable number could be estab li shed 
in thi s generation, attend pr ivate and not 
public schools. W ho suggests that they 
pose a threat to the public schools? 
W here are the angui shed cri es from 
those who oppose Reform day schools 
concerning the removal from the public 
school system of these children of the 
wea lthy and successful , of gifted young
sters whose parents seek a more de
manding course of study for young 
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intellects left unchallenged and but par
tially exercised by the public school 
class;i 1 here are none. T he private 
school is an accepted institution and is 
lega ll y provided for by every state con
stitution. lt is a condoned and even vital 
aspect of the democratic society . It has 
not undermined the public school but 
instead serves to enhance the inte ll ectual 
ach ievement of our country . 

H arold Dodd , former pres ident of 
Princeton, speak ing of the essential role 
of non-public schools, stated, " When it 
is no longer possible fo r a man to fi nd a 
school for hi s boy except wi thin a uni
versa l state system, it will be too 
late to worry abom freedom. " Private 
schools help avert the dangers of an 
intellectual totalitariani sm which no 
democrat ic society can afford. 

l n its statement on "The State and 
the Non-Public Schools," the United 
States Office of Education explains, "ln 
providing for their government, the peo
ple of the Uni ted States have recognized 
by constitmional provi sion that there are 
certain private ventures that should be 
e11co1tragcd. Non-publi c schools have long 
been recogni zed as one such venture, 
especially when these schools are not 
conducted for profit." 

T he private school does , however, 
constitute a serious challenge to the Jew
ishness of the child who attends. Suffer
ing the inevitable sense of isolation flow
ing from small-minority status, offered 
no opportunity to observe and enhance 
hi s Judaism, the Jewish child at most 
private schools, unless there is a counter
balancing by a strong and pos itive home, 
will come to see hi s Jewishness a felt bur
den reli eved by no perceptible benefits. 

Add to thi s the ass umpti on underl y ing 
the icy report of the New England head
master s to the rabbi s who approached 
them requesting that Jewish students be 
provided with religious services and in
struction . T he thrust of the reply was 
that the headmasters regarded the pres
ence of Jewish children in their schools 
as a providential opportunity to fulfill 
their Chri sti an mi ss ion and that their 
ca talogues clearly stated that theirs were 
Christian schools. T he impli cation was 
obvious. 

One might inquire, therefore, of those 
who voice no opposition to Jewi sh at
tendance in sectarian private schools but 
do so if they are to be enro lled in Reform 
Jewish day schools, whether their pri
mary concern is over the welfare of the 
public schooP 

Those of us who advocate the Reform 
day school are avid proponents of a 
fl ouri shing public school and wou ld per
mit nothing to dimini sh thi s precious 
democrati zing institution . The American 
Jewi sh child, w ith some exceptions, will 
attend the public school and we would 
not have it otherwise. Frenzied or re
peated accusations that we seek to 
" undermine the public school" simply 
do not make it so. 

Not on! y the accusations but the fea r 
itself is invalid. If the vast Catholic 
parochial school network and the size
able, exclusive private school system 
have not undermined the American pub
lic school which, however lamentable its 
shortcomings and overcrowding, is im
proving admirably in quality at all levels, 
how can one in truth harbor fears that a 
Reform day school system will have a 
significant or negative effect ? 



Precious though the public school is 
and w ill always be there have been 
changes in attitudes toward it. During 
the immigrant years the public school 
was the vehicle w hich propelled the 
young Jew from the irritating traits of 
" der greener" into the ambient of the 
indistinguishable Ameri can. In addition, 
the public school helped the immigrant 
Jewish child appease hi s intense craving 
for knowledge. 

Today the third generation youngster 
needs no fu rther Ameri canization. H ow
ever , the dri ve toward maximum educa
tion continues and many fi nd thi s in
adequately met by the neighborhood 
public school. So there is some move
ment on the part of the Jewish popula
tion and the Ameri can middle-class in 
genera l out of the public school into 
high-standard private schools. It w ill not 
decrease. W hy not have Reform day 
schools among those to whi ch our people 
send their children, schools which will 
roll back creeping assimilation, produce 
a youth educated in Torah, fa ithful to 
Judaism and true to the idea ls of Ameri
can Democracy' 

Perhaps the fea r generated w ithin our 
movement over the possibility of Re
for m day schools is stimulated by the 
posture of the Catholi c parochial school 
which challenges the State's r ight to 
control education. The Catholi c Church 
sti pulates that education belongs solely 
to the Church. Jewish day schools, per 
contra, were not founded in oppositi on 
to public education. T hey do not alter 
or modify the curri culum of the publi c 
school. T hey merely augment the total 
course of study with additional hours 
and subjects. 

5 

W hile the concern over inflicting harm 
upon the public schools is inva lid, that 
over "ghettoization" does seem to me 
to be legitimate . None of us wants to 
isolate our children. We do not want 
them reared in an arti fic ial hot-house 
environment which leaves them un pre
pared fo r the rea l world where Jews are 
not in the majority and not uni versa lly 
esteemed . Does the Jewish Day School 
"ghettoize?" 

W hen we examine the appli cable ex
amples before us, not the Yiddish spea k
ing yeshivoth or Beth-Yaakov schools for 
girls, but the ty pical, modern Jew ish 
day schools which abound in our metro
politan centers, do we fi nd that their 
pupils are ghettoized ' I say they arc 
not. O thers may conclude they are. l f 
there are those who will contend after 
observation and not jus t ass umption that 
the students in these day schools demon
strate the effects of "ghettoizati on" then 
we have a warranted di fference of 
op1rnon. 

My own cxtcnsi vc observation and 
that of carefu l students of the subject 
has fa il ed to disclose any di ff ercnce in 
the Ameri canization or sophisti cation of 
the children who attend Jewish day 
schools and the children in their own 
neighborhoods who attend the public 
schools the day school children would 
be attending. 

How can it be otherwise? T heir 
parents are the same, both are mostl y 
American born. A 1957 survey showed 
there was jus t barely over a IO% differ
ence in proportion of nat ive born par
ents between our own one-day-a-week 
schools and those of the day schools and 
that proportion has di mini shed in the 
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intervening years. The children play 
together after school and week-ends, 
watch the same televi sion, go to the 
same movies, read the same comic books, 
belong to the same boy scout troops, 
attend the same summer camps and are 
absorbed in the same fads and hero
worship. The only difference I have 
found is that the day school students 
have an infinitely profounder knowledge 
of Judaism, care much more and demon
strate a greater seriousness in their 
approach to their studies both Jewish 
and general. 

Recently an opponent of the day 
school cited a study which allegedly 
demonstrated that even with twenty 
hours a week of Jewish studies the 
commitment and adult follow-through 
of the graduate left much to be desired. 
This was advanced as a reason for not 
having day schools in the Reform move
ment. If the study is accurate it demon
strates only that even so intensive a 
Jewish educational experience as the day 
school may be impotent against the 
strong contrary tide of America's com
mercialized and pragmatic values - a 
conclusion 1 personally believe to be 
invalid . 

But if the day school is not fulfilling 
our goals how will our two to five hour 
per week Reform schooling succeed;, 
Of course the approach of Reform educa
tion to conditioning the child is different 
and our goals allow for a unique pattern 
of education. But we still know that 
7'Dn yi~i1 □y ~,. We do assume a 
relationship between Jewish knowledge 
and Jewish commitment. We believe 
that one extends and feeds on the other. 
Both are indispensable. How then can 

we make a principle of minimal standards 
and hours of Jewish education? The 9th 
grade graduate of a Jewi sh day school 
has a far better working knowledge of 
Jewish history, customs, liturgy, lan
guage and the class ical literature than 
the adults of any of our congregations. 
Is this a situation we wish to perpetuate? 

As a consequence, many of us feel 
there is a need to provide Reform day 
schools as an additional facility within 
the Reform movement which will enable 
the bright child to gain a more intensified 
Jewish education and to extend his 
mental capacities even if it means he 
will be separated from his neighborhood 
chums for forty of his one hundred 
waking hours. Others may feel that this 
withdrawal is undesirable, that it does 
"ghettoize," and prefer that the child 
gain the best Jewish education possible 
in our religious schools and UAHC 
camping program, both of which can 
and will be improved. There will, there
fore, be different approaches to the 
preparation of the child for meaningful 
Jewish adulthood. 

Which of the two approaches will a 
parent select for his child? Will a con
gregation or group of congregations 
together provide for both or find that 
their resources or the wishes of their 
congregants limit them to the one ap
proach ;, This is the heart of the issue 
confronting us who concern ourselves 
with a strengthened Reform movement . 
It would be well if we could focus on it 
and the legitimate differences which it 
offers rather than seek to have the Day 
School outlawed from Reform Judaism, 
declaring it to be a monstrous creation, 
un-American, and those who advocate it 



as lacking integrity, consciously dis
sembling or intending to advance their 
view against the opposition of an alleged 
maionty. 

There are additional charges, emanat
ing from both sides, which we do well to 
discharge from the agenda: 

r ) The Reform day school is not a 
substitute for improving our present educa
tional facilities. 

No one ever suggested it was. It is a 
debator' s technique to exaggerate an 
opponent's position to the point of 
absurdity. We ought in honor to eschew 
such tactics when matters as critical as 
the future educational pattern of our 
movement are at stake. I know of no 
one who would even consider having 
day schools replace our religious schools 
and UAHC camps nor who would per
mit the staff and resources of the Reform 
movement to be placed a·t the disposal 
of a day school program to the neglect 
or diminution of our other educational 
activities. 

By way of reassurance, it should be 
reca lled that the same fears were ex
pressed when the UAHC embarked on 
its camping program. There was concern 
then that much that was ongoing and 
essential would be abandoned in prefer
ence to the dramatic and new. We were 
warned that fonds and energies could 
not be found to support both. Today the 
camping program has seven additional 
UAHC staff members and represents a 
two and a half million dollar capital 
outlay and an annual expenditure of 
$600,000, not one penny of which was 
available or within sight when we com
menced! Our religious school program 
has grown in intensity during the interim 
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in spite of or because of the camping 
program. Those who would reject a day 
school program because they fear that 
the Reform movement lacks the growth 
capacity to include both do not share the 
confidence many of us hold in our move
ment's unlimited potential. 

2) R eform Judaism is incompatible with 
day schools. 

It is difficult to imagine that anyone 
takes seriously the charge that an effort 
on the part of Reform's own congrega
tions and institutions to create a more 
intense pattern of Reform Jewish educa
tion is incompatible with the philosophy 
of the Reform movement . 

The 1961 Biennial resolution which 
opposed Federal Aid to private religious 
schools, also stated, "Our opposition to 
such government grants, loans and other 
forms of fiscal aid to parochial schools 
does not imply any lack of regard or 
respect for religiously-sponsored institu
tions of education. We respect the right 
of any religious denomination to estab
lish and administer its own educational 
institutions . We applaud their contribu
tion to the cultural and spiritual diversity 
of our nation .... . " 

Does Reform deny to itself what it 
applauds in other religious groups:i 

Whether it be Reform prep schools 
with dormitories for out-of-town stu
dents which some of us advocate as a 
first step or Reform day schools on the 
elementary through junior high level 
utilizing lovely modern synagogue class
rooms which stand empty all day, the 
children would be experiencing an educa
tional process whose purpose is to make 
them more devout Reform Jews. The 
goals of the school would be to guide 
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those with an inclination into the Reform 
rabbinate or religious school pedagogy 
or one of the other of the Reform syna
gogue's professions, vocations in which 
our rank s are desperately low. Or the 
school would move the youngster avoca
tionall y to a knowledgeable Jewish lead
ership in all areas of the Reform con
grega tional endeavor, a necess ity which 
the Chicago Biennial stressed with such 
poignancy as indispensable to decision 
making in the synagogue. 

Our scholars in rabbinics, able to re
shape our ri ch tradition into the Reform 
idiom, have all gained their skill s outside 
of Reform Judaism. Our present pre
paratory system and seminary have not, 
to my knowledge, been able to produce 
a single D"tv:::i •p:::i or expert in Responsa. 
T he Reform day school would make it 
poss ible. Shall we be content forever to 
" import" from other branches of Ju
daism all of our □•r.,:,n '7'1.:l?ri ? 

A re the day schools incompatible with 
Reform or indi spensable to an increas
ingly strengthened Reform movement? 

Another justification fo r incompati
bility suggests that Reform Jews in
volved in fu nd-raising efforts in behalf 
of a day school would forsake their 
advocacy of the principle of separation 
of church and state and would pursue 
government fund s. T he vast majority of 
Jews presently involved in Jewish day 
school fi nancing have not swerved from 
thi s principled position; only a tiny 
handful have, and I do not believe that 
Reform Jews with their profound com
mitment to separation would sacri fice 
their integrity on the altar of a day 
school mortgage. 

Still another of the incompatibility 

arguments is that day school children 
are deprived of their equality . T hi s is a 
totall y fa ll acious assumption, fo r their 
attendance at either public school or day 
school is a matter of parental choice, 
can be reversed at any time, and has no 
parallel to the de f acto restri ctions and 
segregation compulsoril y placed on chil
dren of color in thi s country . 

3) Some Zionist spokesmen and publi
cations champion day schools and also adr,.;o
cate il'?:V and m?li1 ri?'?tv and federal 
aid to sectarian schools , therefore those who 
advocate day schools are traitors to R eform 
and dupes of the Z ionists. 

If I had not seen it in print 1 would 
not believe mature Jews in pos itions of 
responsibility even capable of such 
statements. 

4 ) The day schools will remove the 
problem of minimalism in R eform Judaism. 

They won't . This is one of the hyper
boles of the advocates of the day school. 
They seriously err. M any thought the 
camps would . They haven't . But the 
camps are helping. FTY fi rst and the 
camps subsequently taught us that higher 
standards in one part of the movement 
have a sa lutary effect on ever widening 
circles. We sense an improvement in 
the climate which is attributable to the 
influence of the camps on the youngsters 
and their counsellors, on our local youth 
groups and through an increas ing number 
of adult retreats (and the new national 
camp at Warwick, New York, will add 
to thi s number enormously) on parents 
and teachers as well. 

T he day school w ill help but offers 
no panacea. Our efforts to influence the 
home and school, the local youth group 
and the youngsters on the college cam-



pus, areas suffer ing woefull y in most 
cases from the acceptance of low stand
ards or debilitating indi fference will have 
to be greatly intensified, techniques im
proved, personnel vivified, even if one 
day we have a functioning network of 
day schools. 

5) The opponents of day schools are the 
proponents of minimal Jewish education. 

It isn't true. Some, of course, are, but 
among the serious opponents are those 
who question our ability to create schools 
which would meet the high standards all 
agree are their justification. T he cost of 
private education is high and the parents 
of day school pupils are ca lled upon to 
make painfu l financial sacrifices which 
in many cases still do not suffice . Of 
course, if Jewish welfare fo nds now 
supporting institutions which serve many 
non-Jews would produce meaningful as
sistance to the day schools in their 
communmes, the economic problem 
would be greatly mitigated . Some have 
begun to do so. 

In addi tion to the problem of fi nances, 
those who question the day school's 
feasibility inquire, legitimately, as to 
whether adequately equipped facu lties 
for both the Jewi sh and general studies 
could be recruited . Further , are there 
enough parents who would be willing 
to have their children part of the educa
tional experimentation which would be 
inevitable in the early years? 

W ould the general studies program 
stress basic Jewish values, its geography 
and history programs highlight aspects 
of Jewish interest as did the famed 
school of Samson Raphael H irsch or 
would the public school curriculum and 
texts be used unchanged as is the case 
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with the day schools of the country 
today? Can we create a curriculum, a 
class-room atmosphere, texts and ad
vanced materi als, where none exist at 
present, for advanced Reform Jewish 
studies on an elementary or high school 
level ? 

T hese are the questions that should 
be occupying us. Can we establi sh Re
form day schools whose educational pur
pose is not to teach how to earn one's 
bread but how to make every mouthful 
sweeter? We of the Reform movement 
have fu rthered and enriched the Jew's 
response to the American environment. 
Can we formulate an educational process 
th rough which the young Jew wi ll not 
be troubled over being expected to act 
on what others seem to regard as im
portant, but wherein he will himsel f di s
cover the grounds for believ ing what he 
is asked to believe? 

Can we create schools wherein H e
brew will not be merely the vehicle for 
pronouncing correctly the words of the 
liturgy but a means fo r entering the 
heart of Judaism so that the young Jew 
comes to know and adore its treasures? 

Recentl y Dr. Joseph J. Schwab, Pro
fesso r of Education at the Uni vers ity of 
Chicago, wrote of the rel igiously ori
ented school, 

If a man is to defend hi s values against 
the persuasive alternatives he will en
counter and make wise choices when 
conditions change, hi s values must be 
something more than authoratative 
fia ts. H e must understand why matters 
ca lled bad are thought to be so, what 
reasons and experiences li e back of 
the affirmation of good ... . W ith 

(Continued on page 17) 
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( Continued from page 9 ) 

such teaching, the young student be
gins to understand the uncertainty, 
limitations and diversity which char
acteri ze knowledge, and begins to be 
at ease with uncertainties ... (and to) 
cope with the changing conditions to 
which we will apply his knowledge. 
This means ... that adequate learning 
and knowledge consist, not of being 
able to repeat what is learned but of 
the ability to use it, apply it, modify 
it . .. Thus the student is invited to 
be active in problem solving, to deviate 
from set methods, devise variations, 
to wrestle with instances of the prac
tical limitations of knowledge. 
It is my conviction that such a mind

saturating Jewi sh education is more 

likely in a day school than in our one 
day, or two or even three days, a week 
religious school. To achieve such a goal 
for a number of Reform Jews, are not 
the ri sks and sacrifices all worthwhile? 

I believe from the Reform day school 
will come forth leaders who vocationally 
or avocationally will guide our move
ment not by instinct and honest groping 
but from knowledge and clearly etched 
asp1rat10n. 

T hese are the expectations of those of 
us who advocate day schools fo r our 
Reform movement . To succeed the effort 
w ill be enormous, the opposition size
able. But the rewards are those of life 
itself. Do we really have a choice? 
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Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
816 Congres 1dg. 

I I ~. tori ' 

r n y: 

Noveneer '• t 964 

nk you very l'l'lk:h for your n e concerning my 
rtfcl on day sehooh In he CCAR JOU HAL. You 

b t rn to the punch . I w nted to commend you on 
your thoughtful pl e Jn th last dltlon nd 
tel1 you how gratlf I d I that you continue to 
study, think and st import nt of sll to writs. 

The ug1Jest latter to come In was from Joe Nerot. 
Ho did not bot er to discuss the Issues. he Just 
w sf u11y lnsultlng. 

11,e n<MS of y ur Imp ding par ntdom Is a !Our-c 
of gr t d llght to Aviv and me. KaYn Yl~~u. 

11th wam tr g rds, I 

Rabbi Jay Kauf n 
JK/ejm 
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Rabbi Joseph R. Narot 
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STUDY OF THE RABB I 

137 NORTHEAST 19TH STREET 

DR . JOSEPH R . NAROT 

TEMPLE I S RAEL OF GR EATER MIAMI 

MIAMI , FLORIDA 33132 

October 30, 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Jay: 

You take a lot £or granted in your article on 
Day Schools in the Journal. I suppose that is 
the prerogative of your office. 

While you are riding roughshod over other 
opinions, please reflect on the enclosed article 
and on other quotations that I have in my files 
from both lay and clerical Catholics. These 
now recognize and admit that the greatest 
deterrent to the Americanization of the Catholic 
has been the parochial school. 

jrn/nw 
enc 

v<1~ cordially, 

a: Joseph R. Narot 
Rabbi 





Hebrew Union ~ollege ✓ Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE U NION OF AMERICA N HEBREW CO N GREG A TIO NS 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

JERUSALEM 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 

CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 

October 28, 1964 

Union of .American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Jay: 

I am sorry I missed you when you were in Cincinnati . 
As you probably surmised, I was in New York attending the Central 
Corranittee meeting . 

This morning I read your excellent refutation of Schwartz
man's article - yaasher kochacha . Sylvan represents what I have 
begun to call the new assimilationism. For obvious reasons I did 
not feel it was my task to reply . 

I am enclosing a separate letter to you on a matter in
volving a personal friend of mine and because I want him to have 
a copy of it . 

With best regards from house to house, 

Sincerely, 

E~;icehandler 

Encl . 
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Ra bl hat Shecknal 
T 1 hth Tl kvah 
P.O. Box 921 
wayne. New Jersey 07473 

Dear hal: 

November 2 • 1964 

Thank you v ry mueh for your wann and m:>tt encouraging letter. 
I would suspect the viol nt oPP<>Sltlon wtll be rather con$lder
a le. 

I do noc bellev th t the UAHC wf11 Itself ponsor the first 
Refonn; Jawlsh day school but congregation group of congre
gatl ' wl1 I <'b so. The Conllllsslon on Jewf sh lduc tlon author• 
lzed the Union to esslst any $uch efforts. 

You want to help• don't send moneyt •get• few congregations 
In North rn law Jersey og ther to st blfsh on Jointly! 

I 

With repeated thanks for your kindness In writing, I an 
i 

lncer 1y yours. 

Rabbi Jtrf Kaufman 
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" AMERICA IS EXILE" says Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Englewood, N. f. , 
writing in Jewish Frontier. The Jewish "Establishment," he says, speaks of 
Jews being " just like everybody else." But " in practice it has behaved uniquely 
and it has demanded such behm•ior of those who would heed it." H e adds 
that "younger Jews are refusing to be any kind of Marrano within 
democracy"-that is, claiming to be one thing but secretly being ano.ther. 
"The Jewish Establishment ," says Rabbi H ertzberg, believes " that a demo• 
cratic order is not really hospitable to a radical dei'iation fro m the norms." 
Consequent ly, the "Establishment has accepted a . . . form of liberal 
totalitarianism," but without "signs of a religious renewal." H e concludes, 
"We can only wait. Or we can tire of waiting ... and start thinking 
seriously, for the fir st time since adolescence, of aliyah ( immigration to 
Israel) : at very least, the aliyah of our children ." 

WILLIAM ZUKERMAN'S "VOICE " Afte r " a few moments ," wri tes the 
respected reviewer of the Dallas Daily Ne ws, you knew " you were facing 
a personality." He was Will ia m Zukerman, editor of the Jewish Newsletter , 
who died in 1961 . An anthology of his best writ ing over 13 years has been 
published as " Voice of Dissent " by Boo kman Associates , New York ($6) . 
Copies may be obta ined th rough The Council. 

At Odds - Morris Abram, president of the Amer
ican Jewish Committee: "The Jewish people concept is 
not recognized in international Jaw," quoted by the Jewish Tele
graphic Agency two weeks ago. The lsraell spokesman, 
Jerusalem Post, in May: "The U.S. recognized the existence 
of the Jewish people at the time ( of) the League of Nat ions Man-
date for the creation of the Jewish National home .. . (and) its 
present recognition of Israel as a sovereign state . .. is ultimately 
based on the recognition of the existence of the Jewish people as 
a national unit." 

"JEWISH CONTENT" AND "IMMIGRATION" Prime Minister Levi Eshkol 
told the Knesset (Parliament), following his recent visit to France, that he 
found signs of a " deepen ing Jewish conten t in the lives of French Jewry." 
He added, according to the London Jewish Chronicle, " Perhaps it may be 
possible to speak, though with some hesitation , of the first indication of a 
reddiness for immigration ." The French university graduates enroute to Israel, 
he said , we re " not yet the dr ive for imm igration for which we hope ." 

DISTINCTIONS The publication of the Nature i Karta notes that Algerian 
political leaders had just "agreed that there should be a clear distinc
tion between the Jewish faith and the Zionist movement." The Orthodox 
anti-Zionist paper adds , "The distinction between Jews and Zionists 
has been repeatedly stressed by many Arab leaders, including President 
Nasser of Egypt and confirmed by Mr. Philip (sic.I Talbot, American 
Assistant Secretary of State ." 

BRIEF 
PU BLISHED BY THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 
20 l EAST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 22 , NEW YORK 

BRIEF brings you the cor e of ne ws re late d to American Council for Juda, sm pr o gram s. 
BRIEF will gladly se nd you the complete te xt of any article or state me nt . Numbe rs 
beside the it e ms refer to the enclosed postcard . Circle the numb e r on the card and mail. 
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CALLS JEWISH 
NATIONALITY 
CLAIM INVALID 

• I • I I . I t I . . . ' 
the Jewish people as a national feet on Americans of Je".'7ish 
entity and the juridical validity faith of fundamental legJS~a
of the claim to confer member- tion of Israel and the actlv
ship in the alleged national en- ities of Zionists. 
tity. Prof. Mallison finds the two Finds Contradiction 
issues intertwined, much as ~ He noted that all Jews, in-
litical Zionism and cultural Zi- eluding America~s, a,,re_ allo
onism have been by those ad- cated certain "rights in the 
vancing the claim. . . state of Israel and that Prof. 

The article holds that Zioru~ts Nathan Feinberg of Hebrew 
lost their fight to have the claim university in Israel, a law ~x
to a Jewish nationality in the pert, holds th~t ~e Jew!Sh 

U .s. Law Prof Disputes fti?ornginm_g olf9:e ~°':ec=: question was raised m the Bal
be four declaration t~ the level_ of 

states that "nothing shall a question involving a nation 
done which might prejudice . ·· as a whole, an en~ty entit!ed Religious Basis the rights and po~tical &tatus to a separate national exist
enjoyed by Jews m any other 

BY WALTER TROHAN country [than Palestine]." ence. th 
1c~lcoH Tribune Prm StNlceJ Prof. Mallison finds that e 

Washington , Sept. 9-ln a_ de- Eichmann Trial Cited . . Feinberg interpretation is con-
finitive challenge of Z i o n I st- Lord Balfour was the British tradictory to the safeguard 
Israeli claims to a ~ationality foreign secretary who pled~ed . clause in the Balfour decl31:a
consisting of the Jewish people, I his government to the _creation tion against interference with 
w. T. Mallison Jr., professct- ~f I of a Jewish homeland m. Pales- the r ight and political status 
law at George Washington 1;1n1- : tine thru the entreaties . of of Jews outside Israel. The 
versity , concludes !hese cl~1ms : Chaim Weizmann, a _ Russ~an- article states that the conten
are invalid under international . born chemist whose mventio~s tion that all Jews ~ ve a right 
law. . \ helped the British effort ID to a national home in Israel is 

In a 93-page study, pub~1shed World War I and wbo later be- "inconsistent with the single 
today in the George W as~mgton came first president of Israel. nationality status and allegi
Law Review, Pr~f. .Malli.son as- Prof. Malllson analyzes .~e ance in states of their respec· 
serts that "legalistic chaos and Adolf Eichmann trial, which tive nationalities." 
ensuing human despair" would advanced the claim Israel "is The professor argues that the 
result from the acceptance ~f the sovereign state of the Jew- Zionist-Israeli claims are not 
the contention _of the World Zi- ish people." He holds that Is- only invalid but cannot ~vo~
onist organization and the state . 1 had the right to try the untarily be conferred on ind1-
of Israel that _all Jews_ are_ a -~!i leader for crimes againa viduals because they adhere 
part of a dist 1 n ct nationality , h •ty. However, be con- to the Jewish faith. 

1 umaru ·a1 id " 1 group. i eludes that the tr1 pa on Y Sees Legalistic Chaos 
. :Examines Two Issues I li~ service . to the con~~,t ~ " 'The Jewish people' mem-

The study by the international crones against ~~ ( "was bership claim is invalid • • • 
law authority examines two cen- cause, he. says, toe d na the under the existing criteria of 
tral issues-the juridical valid- ~ by Zio~lSts f 8 fanty~~aim public international law," Mal-
ity under public international Jewish peop,e na ion~, 1 lison writes. "In the same way, 
law of the claim to constitute in interna~1onal ludiaV.:ed· th f supposed nationality concepts 

The article st e e • 

(Coni: 'd. on Next Page) 



CALLS JEWISH 
NATIONALITY (Cone'~. from First Page) 

CLAIM INVALID 
such as 'the Christian people' upon it." On April 20, 1964, the 
would be equally invalid." author said, "the United States 

He concludes, "it requires but government did reject the cen
litUe imagination to envision tral concept of 'the Jewish 
the legalistic chaos and ensuing people' nationality claims." 
human despair which would 
result from juridical acceptance U.S. Rejection Told 
of nationality membership He called it "highly signifi-
based upon the religious identi- cant in terms of its specific 
fications of individuals." application to 'the Jewish 

For that reason, Prof. Mal- people' concept." The rejection 
lison says, the department of was made in a letter to the 
state was r~uired by the_ Con- American Council for Judaism. 

I 
stitution to · "reject the Zionist- I It declared: 
Israel 'Jewish people' concept "The department of state rec
and the juridical claims based ogni7.es the state of Iarael as 

a sovereign state and citizen
ship d. the state of Israel It 
recogn.izea no other sovereignty 
or citizenship in connection 
therewith. It does not recognize 
a legal-political relationship 
based upon the religious identi
fication of American citizens. 
It does not in any way dis
criminate among American 
citizens upon the basis of their 
religion. Accordingly, it should 
be clear that the department of 
state does not regard the 'Jew
ish people' concept as a concept 
of internadonal law." 

Prof. Mallison recently published an authoritative analysis of the limited 
naval blockade of Cuba during the 1962 crisis. He was formerly chief of 
the Asian-African branch of the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission and 
has held the chair of international law at the U. S. Naval War College. 
He is professor of law at the George Washington University. A reprint 

~ of his examination of Zionism is available at Council offices. 

The 93-page study was welcomed by Clarence L. Coleman fr. , president 
of The Council, as "the first definitive legal challenge to Zionist claims 
in international law." This study and the April 20 declaration by the State 
Department are calling increasing attention to Zionism as a public law 
pr_oblem. 

Gleaned from the 
News 
+ IN A NEW policy statement the state department 
has announced that it does not rec~gnize the Jewish 
people as a "concept in international law." This 
supersedes earlier statements that had recogniied 
"the Jewish people" as a legal entity as the result of 
the establishment of Israel as their "national home." 
And so far as United States policy is concernc;d it 
ends the contention of some Israelis that their na
tion has a right to speak for Jews all over the world. 

THE ClnusTIAN CENTURY 

JULY 22, 1964 

,,, 
( ', 

Adventures of I. L. Kenen, "foreign agent" - The 
Senate Record contains pages of testimony on I. L. Kenen's receipt 
of Jewish Agency funds through hidden Zionist "conduits" (Sen
ator Fulbright's word) . Openl y, Kenen is the political lobbyist for 
U. S. Zionism. He told Democratic and Republican platform • 
hearings that he also represents the "non-Zionists." When he 
testified before the Republicans, he said that U. S. failure to 
support a pro-I srael proposal in the United Nations was "Kennedy's 
greatest blunder. " To the Democrats, Kenen confided that he 
was really a Democrat. At both hearings he viciously attacked The 
Council. The Republican Platfo rm Committee was embarrassed by 
Kenen's unauthori zed attack on The Council. Kenen coordinated 
his Democratic platfo rm attack with Rep. Emanuel Celler, a 
long-time Zionist spokesman in Congress; Milton Friedman of the 
Zionist-controlled Jewish Telegraphic Agency ; and John E . Powers, 
clerk of a court in Boston who will be honored Nov. I by the 
Israel Histadruth at a $100 per pl ate dinner. The funds will sup
port Histadruth , the Israeli labor monopoly. Sen. William Benton, 
presiding, complimented The Council's presentation in the face of 
Rep. Celler's verbatim reading of abusive Zionist material. In
dividual Democratic and Republican committeemen expressed 
approval of The Council 's position. Both party platforms are closer 
to the broad guidelines suggested by The Council than any cam
paign documents in recent years . (See press reports below of 
The Council's presentations.) 
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PRECINCT WORKERS ADVISORY 
The Council is circulating an "advisory" for political campaign 

workers. It aims to minimize political appeals based on the candidate's 
or the voter's religious background. Subjects include Sen. Barry Gold
water's Jewish ancestry, Rep. William Miller's Catholic affiliation, the 
"Jewish bloc vote" myth, and issues in the Middle East which are 
falsely related to voters of the Jewish faith. Council members are urged 
to distribut'e the "advisory" to local political organizations. 

BREAK ZIONIST REFUGEE BARRIER - The ACJ Philanthropic Fund has 
again come to the aid of Jewish refugees desiring a choice of havens. The 
latest situation arose in Italy. Refugees were being barred from help by other 
Jewish groups because their papers were held by the Jewish Agency (the 
administrative arm of the World Zionist Organization). The same "monopoly" 
was broken by the Philanthropic ,fund in Austria several years ago. Henry S. 
Moyer, president of the Fund, is participating in House and Senate hearings 
on proposed U. S. immigration legislation. 

SAYS TIME MAGAZINE: "The Council is right ." Says Dr. S. Margoshes, 
leading Zionist idea-man: "The American Council for Judaism, for a change, 
has said something that is right." The Associated Press and United Press 
International reported The Council had protested Rep. William Miller's • 
description of Sen. Barry Goldwater as "half-Jewish." The Council's state- , 
ment, featured in scores of newspapers, appears below. Rep. Miller replied 
that he "was in no way attempting to attach a racial connotation to Senator 
Goldwater's Jewish heritage." He was seeking to "refute any charges, 
prejudice, or identification with the forces of bigotry on our part," He added, 
" I fully appreciate the totally religious nature of Judaism." 
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TALBOT ON THE MIND Louis Pincus, treasurer of the Jewish Agnecy, 
"cknowledges that the U. S. government's rejection of "the Jewish 

' people" concept, made in a letter to The Council, is a concern to 
Zionists. He told the Labor Zionist convention in Philadelphia, "Without 
going into the legal issues raised by Mr. Talbott's (sic.I letter to !he 
American Council for Judaism, for the American Jewish community 
there is the question of . . . whether it (the American Jewish community) 
in practice recognizes the indivisibility of destiny of the Jewish people 
as a whole." 



Frost, MacLeish in Council book - Literary estimates of 
the biblical book of Job by Robert Frost and Archibald MacLeish 
are featured in "Job : A Case Study" just completed by the 
Council's religious education department. The volume, edited by 
Raymond Breakstone, contains the full text of Job, "A Masque 
of Reason" by Frost; the Broadway play, "J . B." by MacLeish ; 
and a discussion guide by June K. Singer based upon "Job's En
counter" by Richard E. Singer. The Council published "Encounter" 
last year. The later companion volume is probably the most am
bitious and dramatic consideration of Job-representing man's 
eternal quest for assurance that right and good prevail. Both 
volumes are available through The Council. 

NOW-IT-CAN-BE-TOLD When Jews were being flown "on magic 
carpets" from Arab countries to newly created Israel in 1950-5 l, 
Zionist fund-raisers told heart-rending stories of "rescue operations" 
for "ejected" homeless Jews. The Jerusalem Post, July 21, dramatically 
reveals what objective observers knew at the time. The "rescue opera
tions," says the Post, were "the result of intensive Zionist activity inside 
Iraq" to force the authorities to allow the Jews to emigrate. The govern
ment tried to encourage Jews to remain, adds the Post, "but it was 
the pressure of the Jews themselves, and the fact that the borders 
were forced open (sometimes with the help of high security officials 
who were not above accepting generous bribes) that finally forced the 
hand of the authorities." The facts come to light now because one of 
the Zienist "architects of the Iraqi immigration" protested publicly in 
July that this "particular sphere of Zionist activity" was not men
tioned in commemorative events. 

$10,000,000 FOR JEWISH EDUCATION - Dr. Nahum Gold
mann, world Zionist leader, announced last month that $10,000,000 obtained 
from German reparations would establish a World Council of Jewish Educa
tion. Dr. Goldmann described the functions of the new council as serving 
"existing Jewish educational organizations throughout the world" and creat
ing new ones " whe1e none exist." 

WHO WANTS REFORM ALL-DAY SCHOOLS? Sylvan D. Schwartzman 
warns that "a concerted drive is on for the establishment of Reform all-day 
schools." The noted educator says "there is scant regard ... for the position 
of the great majority of Reform Jews who are clearly opposed to Reform 
all-day schools ." He concludes, "whether most of us want it or not, we shall 
soon be committed to the all-day school as a fait accomp/i," provided by 
the staff of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Instead, he says, 
"we need to push hard for better Reform Jewish education within a Reform 

© context ." He writes in the Journal of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. 

Non-Zionist "Fears" -The Status Law of 1952 legislates 
the roles assigned to Zionists outside and inside Israel. Some "non
Zionists" are saying today they persuaded the Knesset to remove 
the political implications for U. S. Jews. But the authoritaive 
Jewish Agency Digest of Nov. 14, 1952 gives the official account: 
"A last minute amendment of the draft was announced by Mr. 
Ben-Gurion, who said that the expression, 'the State of Israel 
represents its citizens only' would be deleted. The clause had been 
inserted originally to allay the fears of non-Zionists that they would 
be accused of dual allegiance if they supported Israel." 

U. S. AND ISRAELI JEWS-ONE PROBLEM - When the 26th 
World Zionist Congress opens in December, Zionism's highest governing 
body will act on this basic assumption (says Mrs. Rose L. Halprin , chairman 
of the American Section): "The problem facing the Jews of the Diaspora 
and the Jews of Israel are so closely inter-related that we cannot try to seek 
solutions for the Diaspora Jews without considering the problems of Israeli 
Jews. Nor can Israel concern itself with problems of its own Jewry without 
an awareness of the problems of Jews elsewhere throughout the world .. . 
The problems of Jews throughout the world are inseparable, and we must 
approach them 011 a global basis ... Every Zionist leader, and all Zionist 
groups should face the future with a dual orientation : the new approach 
must face in two directions, the Diaspora and Israel." This need has been 
recognized by both Prime Minister Eshkol and the Israelis, as well as by 
the leaders of the Zionist movement throughout the world, said Mrs. Halprin. 

DR. HART LECTURES The San Francisco Chapter's 10-lecture series on 
comparative religion begins Oct . 13, featuring Dr. Henry H. Hart. 

DR. PRINZ' "GREATEST TRAGEDY" Mrs. Golda Meir, Israel's foreign 
minister, was chiding U. S. Jews for not immigrating. Dr. Joachim Prinz, 
president of the American Jewish Congress, replied: "I fully agree with 
criticism regarding American Jewry. It is the greatest tragedy in my life 
that I did not come to Israel (instead of to the United States!." 

Christian Confronts Zionism - "Christianity was founded 
upon a radical departure from the whole of Jewish nationalist 
ideology to which it can never be reconciled," writes Alan R. 
Taylor in our current Issues. Zionists "have confronted the Church 
with this ancient theological question" in seeking Christian support 
for Zionism, Taylor avers . Thus the Church is "forced" to "recon
sider its theology with regard to the Jews in general and the 
Zionist movement in particular. " This historian concludes that 
Christianity rejected " the way of Jewish national glory. " Issues 
also analyzes Zionist defensive reactions to the State Department's 
rejection April 20 of "the Jewish people concept." An intimate 
biography of Rabbi Joseph Krauskopf and other provocative 
articles are included. 
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Dr. Maurice J cobs 
1010 Arch Stre t 
Phlladelphle, Pa. 

0 ar Haur1ce: 

August 26. 1964 

I hope you•ve b en enjoying a restful and pleasant 
suntner. I've Just returned to the offlc end am 
settltng down to the nnuntafn of mall which aw lted 
m. ft s em 'If! mfss-d h other again. for I 
t earn d you had dropped by the off Ice ,-Alen you were 
fn New York last week. I hope to ee you on your 
next vlsft. 

Enclosed are the talley proofs of the artlcle I 
wrote for th CCAR Journ91 as 11 s rrry check for 
16.00 to cover costs for 100 reprints to be sent 

to me. 

With warme t personel regards and b st wlshe4 for 
a fulfllllng N Year, I 

JK/ Jm ,. 

Slnc:erely yours. 

Rabbi J y Kaufm n 
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The printing cost of making corrections is rather high. 

You may order reprints of your artiele by returning 
the card enclosed to the p~inter -

Maurice Jacobs 
1010 Arch Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Reprints will not be made unless you order a minimum 
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Emil L. Fackenheim, Hillel A. fine, Abraham J. Klausner, Ely E. Pilchik, Sidney L. Regner, (Ex-officio), 

Vidor E. Reichert, Samuel M. Silver, Maurice L. Zigmond. 



DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER BUT HOW? 

1:,1 ...Jay I( a.u.f,,.,, ~-.. 
I wish, with admitted lack of patience, lwe could cease spending time and 

energy on debates over whether there fshould be Reform Jewish ay Schools/ and devote 

ourselves to the more difficult problem of their feasibility. To my ll\J..J)d the 

Reform Jewish jay jchool issue is no longer moot. The existence of such institutions 

for intens ive Reform Jewish educ~tion is critical and perhaps even ndispen;ible o C.)\• 

our strength and growth in the United States. Better that we might wrestle with how 

we are going to create the advanced curricula and education materials, the high level 

and finances required for Reform Jewish Day Schools. 

To give in to such impatience now, however, is to defeat the goal. The 

debate over Reform fay /chool/,.has just commenced, explanations and assurances must be 

set forth, the ugly !!hominem arguments and invalid straw men swept aside. 

This debate, fortunately, is gathering momentum. It is gaining proponents 

and opponents and from the introspection that intense debate compels will come the 

realization that our present day Reform education, in spite of too many self-righteous 

assurances, perpetuates grave inadequacies. As a result, both our present day educa-

tional instruments will be greatly improved and Day Schools will appear one day on the 

Reform landscape. 

The whole subject presently floats in a cauldron of boiling emotion making 

it almost impossible to approach its essence. 
~ 

Can we cool off the aroused passions 

which have engulfed it, candidly confront the charges and counter-charges, set them 

aside, and finally consider the manner in which we can have /ay/chools added to the 

present educational construct of the Reform Movement? 

Let us begin with the two most frequently voiced charges in the flood of 

mail and c011111ent which has flowed into ~he UAHC as a consequence of the pre~Biennial 
- as does this article -

New York Times interview, which expressed my personal views/and that of a col~eague, ~ 
1fo . .i,t,·A1~x~'rJa'h 11.s~J..,'YJ,r(/4 ,- r 7/,<-c.hf,tY-fC..5 till"<,. 

• • • posJtJon on ay_ Schools,.~ that -the Reform Jewish 
/\ 

/ay}chool wiJJ "undermine the public
1
school" and that it will "ghettoize" our children. 

Will it? -rt.~ l,(AQl /,,t.J·clu,f~Jly, /,1,., '10 ;o~;f,;}IJ I)'\ cl&r Jc/o#/4 a.).J !?~££,' 
!> .l,1./k,. ~ .. ✓ T ..,,:-,_~;t;1<;~J o,,. a""~ v:.ws r 11.,. tl.s• I fl.._ "•"0 •. 
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I I 
Anyone Jiving in the Boston or New York areas knows that thousands of youngsters 

from Reform Jewish homes in these areas alone, more than could be enrolled in Reform} ay 

/ chools even if a reasonable number could be estab1ished
1

in this generation, attend 

private and not public schools. Who suggests that they pose a threat to the public 

schools? Where are the anguished cries from those who oppose Reform ay chools con-
, childr~n 

cerning the removal from the public school system of these/of the wealthy and successful, 

of gifted youngsters whose parents seek a more demanding course of study for young 
I 

intellects left uncha/llenged and but partially exercised by the public school class? 

There are none. The private school is an accepted Institution and is legally provided 

for by every state constitution. It is a condoned and even vital aspect of the demo-
r 

cratic society. It has not undermined the public school but instead serves to enhance 

the intellectual achievement of our country. 

Harold Dodd, former president of Princeton, speaking of the essential role of 

non-public schools, stated, "When it , is no longer possible for a man to find a school 

for his boy except within a universal state system, it will be too late to worry about 
r 

freedom. 11 Private schools help avert the dangers of an intellectual totalitarianism 

which no democratic society can afford. 

In its statement on "The State and the Non-Public Schools, 11 the United States 

Office of Education explains, "In providing for their government, the people of the 

United States have recognized by consitutional provision that there are certain private 

ventures that should be encouraged. Non-public schools have long been recognized as 

one such venture, especially when these schools are not conducted for profit. 11 

The private school does, however, constitute a serious challenge to the 

Jewishness of the child who attends. Suffering the inevitable sense of isolation flow-

ing from small-minority status, offered no opportunity to observe and enhance his Judaism, 

the Jewish child at most private schools, unless there is a counterbalancing by a strong 

and positive home, will come to see his Jewishness a felt burden relieved by no perceptible 

benefits. 

Add to this the assumption underlying the icy report of the New England head• 
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masters to the rabbis who approached them requesting that Jewish students be 1 provided 

with religious services and instruction. The thrust of the reply was that the head-

masters regarded the presence of Jewish children in their schools ,as a providential 

opportunity to fulfill /their Christian mission and that their catalogues clearly stated 

that theirs were Christian schools. The implication was obvious. 

One might inquire, therefore, of those who voice no opposition to Jewish 

attendance in sectarian private schools but do so if they are to be enrolled in Reform 
I 

Jewish ay chools, whether their primary q,QAc;ern is ove.'r :) 4 the welfare of the public 
~ 

school? 

Those of us who advocate the Reform)ay /chool are avid proponents of a 

flourishing public school and would permit nothing to diminish this precious democra-

tizing institution. The American Jewish child, with some exceptions, will attend the 

public school and we would not have it otherwise. 
o't\.S 

Frenzied or repeated accusati-~·1'5 
I\ 

that we seek to "undermine the public school" simply do not make it so. 

Not only the accusations but the fear itself is invalid. If thevast Catholic 
) parochial school network and the sizeable, exclusive private school system he.ave not under-

I 
mined the American public school which.>however, lamentable its shortcomings and ove,-

crowding
1 

is improving admirably · in quality at all levels, how can one in truth harbor 
I 

fiears that a Reform Jay ,fchool system will have a significant or negative effect? 

Precious though the public school is and will always be there have been :changes 

in attitudes toward it. During the immigrant years the public school was the vehicle 

which prop.elled the young Jew from the irritating traits of "der greener" into the 

ambient of the indistinguishable American. In addition, the public school helped the 

immigrant Jewish child appease his intense craving for knowledge. 

Today the third generation youngster needs no further Americanization. How-

' ever, the drive toward maximum education continues and many find this inadequately met 

by the neighborhood public school. So there is some movement on the part of the Jewish 

population and the American middle-class in general out of the public school into high-

standard private schools. It wi 11 not /decrease. Why not have Reform /ay _I chool s among 

those to which our people send their children'1 $chools which will roll back creeping 
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assimilation, produce a youth educated in Torah, faithful to
1
Judaism and true to the 

ideals of American Democracy. 

Perhaps the fear generated within our ,,Aovement over the possibility of Reform 

ay chools is stimulated by the posture of the Catholic parochial school which challenges 

the State's right to control education. The CathG l ic Church stipulates that education 
solely 

belongs/to the Church. Jewish j ay chools, 'iif~dunded in opposition to 

public education. They do not alter or modify the curriculum of the pub1 ic school. 

They merely augment the total course of study with additional hours and subjects. 

While the concern over inflicting harm upon the public schools is invalid, that 
I 

over "ghettoizatton11 does seem to me to be legitimate. None of us wants to isolate our 

chi 1 dren. We do not want 
1
them reared in an arti f icial hot-house environment which 

leaves them unprepared for the real world where Jews are not in the majority and not 

universally esteemed. Does the Jewish Day School "ghettoize?" 

When we examine the applicable examples before us, not the Yiddish speaking 

~ t" yeshivo,lor BeA-Yaakov schools for girls, but the typical, modern Jewish / ay jchools 

which abound in our metropolitan centers, do we find that their pupils are ghettoized? 

I say they are not. Others may conclude they are. If there are those who will 
f 

contend after observation and not just assumption that the students in these / av / choo1s 

demonstrate the effects of 11ghettoization11 then we have a warranted difference of 

opinion. 

My own extensive observation and that of careful students of the subject has 
I 

failed to disclose any difference in the Americanization or sophistication of the 

children who attend Jewish ay choo1s and the children in their own neighborhoods who 

attend the pub) ic schools the Day School children would be attending. 

How can it be otherwise? Their parents are the same, both are mostly American 

born. A 1957 survey showed there was just barely over a 10°/4 difference in proportion 

of native born parents between our own one-day-a-week schools and those of the / ay 

,ichoo1s and that proportion has diminished in the intervening years. The ch i1 d ren 

play together after school and week-ends, watch the same television, go to the same 
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movies, read the same comic books, belong to the same boy scout troops, attend the same 

summer camps and are absorbed in the same fads and hero-worship. The only difference I 

have found is that the ay 
I 

chooJ students have an infini,tely profounder knowledge of 

Judaism, care much more and demonstrate a greater seriousness in their approach to their 

studies both Jewish and general. 

Recently an opponent of the ay /choo1 cited a study which allegedly demonstrated 

that even with twenty hours a week of Jewish studies the convnitment and adult fo11ow-through 

of the graduate left much to be desired. This was advanced as a reason for not having 

Day Schoo 1 s in the Reform ;(ovement. If the study is accurate it demonstrates only that 

even so intensive a Jewish educational experience as the/ay chooJ may be impotent 

against the strong contrary tide of America's commercialized and pragmatic values - a 

conclusion I personally believe to be invalid. 

But if the Day chool is not fulfil Jing our goals how wi11 our two to five 

hour per week Reform schooling succeed? Of course the approach of Reform education to 

conditioning the child is diffe nt and our goals a11ow for a unique pattern of education. 
➔ 'of) )/c.{) P1 /tf 

But we still know that Jo am ha-aretz chasid. We .22, assume a relationship between 

Jewish knowledge and Jewish commitment. We believe that one extends and feeds on the 

other. Both are indispensibJe. How then can we make a principle of minimal standards 

and hours of Jewish education? The 9th grade graduate of a Jewish ay chool has a far 

better working knowledge of Jewish history, customs, liturgy, langauge and the classical 

literature than the adults of any of our congregations. Is this a situation we wish to 

perpetuate? 

As a consequence, many of us fee] there is a need to provide Reform ay choo1s 

as an additional faciJ j•ty within the Reform J,bvement which wil 1 enable the bright child 

to gain ai more intensified Jewish education and to extend his mental capacities even if 

it means he wi11 be separated from his neighborhood chums for forty of his one hundred 

waking hours. Others may feel that this withdrawal is undesirable, that it does 

"ghettoize," and prefer that the child gain the best Jewish education possible in our 

religious schools and UAHC camping program, both of which can and will be improved. There 



-6-

will, therefore, be different approaches to the preparation of the child for meaAingfuJ 

Jewish adulthood. 

Which of the two approaches will a parent select for his child? Wi11 a congre-

gation or group of congregations together provide for both or find that their resources 

or the wishes of their congregants limit them to the one approach? This is the heart 

of the issue confronting us who co~rn ourselves with a strengthened Reform;(ovement. 

It would be well if we could focus on it and the legitimate differences which it offers 

rather than seekw to have the Day School outlawed from Reform Judaism, declaring it to 

be anonstrous creation, un-American, and those who advocate it as Jacking integrity, 
consciously dissembling or intending 

~ o advance their view against the 

opposition of an alleged majority. 

There are additional charges, emanating from both sides, which we do welt to 

discharge from the agenda: 

y The Reform is not a substitute for resent educa-

tional facil 1[ les. 

No one ever suggested it was. It is a debator's technique to exaggerate an 

opponent's position to the point of absurdity. We ought in honor to eschew such tactics 

when matters as critical as the future educational pattern of our /ovement ar at stake. 

I know of no one who would even consider havi'ng Day Schools replace our religious schools 
who ' 

and UAHC camps nor/would permit the staff arid resources of the Reform vement to be 

placed at the disposal of a Day chool program to the neglect or diminution of our other 
' 

educational activities. 

By way of reassuBance, it should be recalled that the same fears were expressed 

when the UAHC embarked on its camping program. There was concern then that much that was 

ongoing and essential would be abandoned in preference to the aramatic and new. We were 

warned that funds and energies could not be found to support both. Today the camping 

program has seven additional UAHC staff members and represents a two and a half million 

dollar capital outlay and an annual expenditure of 1 $600,000, not one penny of which was 

available or within sight when we commenced! Our religious school program has grown 
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in intensity during the interim in spite of or because of the camping program. Those 

who would / 
reject a Day School program because they fear that the Reform Movement lacks 

the growth capacity to include both do not share the confidence many of us hold in our 

>':,vemert. 's un1 imited potential. 

~ Reform Judaism is incom atible with r/a chools. 

It is difficult to imagine that anyone takes seriously the charge that an 

effort on the part of Reform 1 s .,_.,n congregations and institutions to create a more 

intense pattern of Reform Jewish education is incompatible with the philosophy of the 

Reform vement. 

T:he 1961 Biennial resolution which opposedFederal Aid to private religious 

schools, aho stated, "Our opposition to such government grants, Joans and other forms 

of fiscal aid to parochial schools does not imply any Jack of regard or respect for 

religiously-sponsored institutions of education. We respect the right of any religious 

denomination to estab1 ish and administer its own educational institutions. We applaud 

their contribution to the cultural and spiritual diversity of our nation ..... " 

Does Reform deny to itself what it applauds in other religious groups? 

Whether it be Reform prep schools with dormitories for out-of-town students 

which some of us advocate as a first step or Reform , ay chools on the elementary through 

junior high level utilizing lovely modern synagogue classrooms which stand empty all day, 

the children would be experiencing an educational process whose purpose is to make them 

more devout Reform Jews. The goals of the school would be to guide those with an incl i-

nation into the Reform rabbinate or religious school pedagogy or one of the other of the 
our 

Reform synagogue's professions, vocations in which/ranks are desperately low. Or the 

school would move the youngster avocationally to a knowledgeable Jewish leadership in 

all areas of the Reform congregatPonal endeavor, a necessity which the Chicago Biennial 

stressed with such poignancy as indispensible to decision making in the synagogue. 

Our scholars in rabbinics, able to reshape our rich tradition into the Reform 

idi c:0 have all gained their skills outside of Reform Judaism. Our present preearatory 
o''t ~ fe • lit 

system and seminary have not, to my knowledge, been able to produce a single boki b't~as 
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or expert In Responsa. I The Reform /ay /chool would make It possible. Shall we be r_ 
~',I~/') •~ lt(L,/\ 

content forever to 11 import 11 from other branches of Judaism all of our talmiiday chacbooiim? 

Are the ay Schools incompatible with Reform or indispens~ble to an increasingly 

strengthened Reform,.Jhvement?' 

Another justification for incompatibility suggest s that Reform Jews involved 

in fund~raising efforts in behalf of a /ay /chool would forsake their advocacy of the 

principle of separation of church and state and would pursue government funds. The 

vast majority of Jews presently involved in Jewish ay chool financing have not swerved 

from this principled position; only a tiny handful have, and I do not believe that Reform 

Jews with their profound commitment to separation would sacrifice their integrity on the 

altar of a ay chool mortgage. 

St i 11 another of the i ncompat i bi 1 i ty arguments is that jay ,'choo 1 chi 1 dren a re 
f 

deprived of their equality. This is a totally fallacious assumption, for their attendance 

at either public school or day school is a matter o ( parental choice, can be reversed at 

any time, and has no parallel to the de facto restrictions and segregation compulsorily 

placed on children of color in this country. 

~ Some Zion· ublications schools and also 
t)I p., .,, 

advocate aliya and sh'lilut ha~golah and federal aid to sectarian schools, therefore 

those who advocate day schools are traitors to Reform and dupes of the Zionists. 

If I had not seen it in print I would not believe mature Jews in positions of 

responsibility even capable of such statements. 

chools will remove the roblem of minimalism in Reform Judaism. 

They won't. This is one of the hyperboles of the advocates of the ay chool. 

They seriously err. Many thought the camps would. They haven't. But the camps are 

helping. NFTY first and the camps subsequentlyfaught us that higher standards in one 
"' 

part of the ovement have a salutary effect on ever widening circles. We sense an 

improvement in the climate which is attributable to thef influence of the camps on the 

youngsters and their co~ellors, on our local youth groups and through an increasing 

number of adult retreats (and the new national camp at Warwick, New York will add to this 
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number enormously) on parents and teachers as well. 

The p ay choo J wi 11 help but offers no panacea. Our efforts to influence the 

home and school, the local youth group and the youngsters on the college campus, areas 

suffering woefully in most cases from the acceptance of low standards or debilitating 

indifference will have to be greatly intensified, techniques improved, personnel vivified, 

even if one day we have a functioning network of ay chools. 

s} I 
The opponents of Day Schools are the proponents of minimal Jewish education. 

;> 

It isn't trrue. Some, of course, are1 but among the serious opponents are those 

who guest ion our ability to create schools which would meet the high standards all 

agree are their justification. The cost of private education is high and the parents 

of / ay chool pupils are called upon to make painf~l financial sacrifices which in many 

cases still do not suffice. Of course, if Jewish welfare funds now supporting institutions 

which serve many non-Jews would produce meaningful assistance to the ay chools in their 

communities, the economic problem would be greatly mitigated. Some have begun to do so. 

In addition to the problem of finances, those who question the p ay School's 

feasibility inquire, legitimately, as to whether adequately equipped faculties for both 

' the Jewish and general studies could be recruited. Further, are there 8nough parents 

who would be willing to have their children part of the educational experimentation which 

would be inevitable in the early years? 

Would the general studies program stress basic Jewish values, its geography 

and history programs highlight aspects of Jewish interest as did the famed school of 

Samson Raphael Hirsch or would the public schcol curriculum and texts be used unchanged 

as is the case with the ay hools of the country today? Can we create a curriculum, 

a class-room atmosphere, texts and advanced materials, where none exist at present, for 

advanced Reform Jewish studies on an elementary or high school level? 

These are the questions that should be occupying us. Can we establish Reform 

pay chools whose educational purpose is not to teach how to earn one's bread but how to make 

? every mouthful sweeter. We of the Reform ~ovement have furthered and enriched the Jew's 

response to the American environment. Can we formulate an educational process through 

which the young Jew will not be troubled over being expected to act on what others seem 
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to regard as importaot/bwiterein he will himself discover the grounds for believing what 

he is asked to believe? 

Can we create schools wherein Hebrew will not be merely the vehicle for pro

nouncing correctly the words of the liturgy but a means for entering the heart of 

Judaism so that the young Jew comes to know and adore its treasures? 

Recently Dr. Joseph J. Schwab, Professor of Education at the University of 

Chicago, wrote of the religiously oriented school, I f a man is to def end his va 1 ues 

against lthe pursuasive alternatives he will encounter and make wise choices when 

conditions change, his values must be SIIITlething more than authoratative fiats. He must 

~~ understand why matters /called bad are thought to be so, what reasons and experiences 

lie back of the afffirmation of good .••.. With such teaching, the young student begins to 

understand the uncertainty, limitations and diversity which characterize knowledge, ~nd 

begins to be at ease with uncertainties ... {and to) cope with the changing conditions to 

which we will apply his knowledge. This means ... that adequate learning and knowledge 

consist, not of being able to repeat what is learned but of the ability to use it, apply 

it, modify it ... Thus the student is invited to be active in problem solving, to deviate 

from set methods, devise variations, to wrestle with instances of the practical dimitations 

of knowledge." 

in a /Jay 

It is my conviction that 
da1> 

chool than in our one~or 

such a 

two or 

mind-saturating Jewish education is more 

even three dayt a week I religious schoo 1. 
7 

1 ikely 

To 

achieve such a goal for a number of Reform Jews,are not the risks and sacrifices all 

worthwhile? 

believe from the Reform}ay /chool will come forth leaders who vocationally 

or avocationally will guide our fvement not by instinct and honest groping but from 

knowledge and clearly etched aspiration. 

These are the expectations of those ~f us who advocate.l'fay )chools for our 

Reform,fvement. To succeed the effort will be enormous, the oppostion sizeable. But 

the rewards are those of life itself. Do we really have a choice? 

c ~ j fay l(au I ma,, 



Mr. Marry J. tl--thal • Praldent 
Taple Shal 
62%7 St. Charle Av.,... 
.., or1 ... 18, toulsl-.. 

hair fir. IIUIMlldlal: 

Thank you for you,. leiter concwnlft9 ·the D4V .Schoofs. I would N grat•ful to yov foT sacllng the full t•t .of your resolution IO that --~ share with ott.rs Jnter•ttld In this •tt• ttt. thlftklng of your c:ongr ... tJonal , .. wshlp.. lllut f•r . ., c:ontr•rv to your -,.ctatJon, ve hw• t•efv41d only ON other congrept.Jonal resolution. There hllve bNff l•tc.,., froa h,dlvlduals but 1ICMt c:angregatlOMI . ' action.. ~~ 

Th• •tter of Day Schools Is yet a isubJect f dlscuulon Md ware gr•t•ful that MAY voices .and....., oplnf-. ere ca •~l*.f to N ,heard. Uni•• there Is 11 ... 1·•• actloa OA the subject, the UMC ·would, of course, take "° ectlOft •tsoevv on the •t•ll•bllent of Day khools Ullcler UAJtC __,,c ... 

In cue yGVr nsolutlon does not clarify one point you r•lse ht your letter, t ll>Ufd be gr•teful If you NOVld pl'Cllltlde us 1-hh ehcldlltlon 90 that h c. be passed along to die Ccllllsston on .,_,. £due.at Ion. n.. poh,t to lltlcb I refer has beeR rat Md. You state that you woul cl not object If • COlll....,.tlon ot group of eo119,.,. ,atJons lllld4lrtook lndtpeftclMt. of the UAIIC to •taltllth • Day School. 51..:e our eo119r-,.tlons •r• MttcMICIIIGut, tlle .UANC would not oe fnvolMCI atll such ti• -th9y ■lght tum to our ..,_,.c-t of lducatJon for counsel. ·SIACe our cong,reptJoas ,consult with the O.,.rt■Mt for all •-r of ecluc:atlon tulcllmce, It 11 c:oecelvabl• tlwtt the c:ongr ... tlons •talall'thlng • Day SC'haol ■llht turn to the Dllpartant. loes fO'tt' resolutlOII ....-t ta..t tht VMC lhoulci not or could 110t ,...,_4 Wit 11 such t I• •• • 11 .. 1a1 NSOlutlon prwfded the •••t• or ctoes your resolutlon -.-t restrl¢tlon of UAIC •tall .... and -conduc:-ied tay Schools:T 

I • gtatef11I to you for ca•mlcat.1119 with Mon till• •ttet for It .... that lntert11t la the subject tlses contl111111lly with beth. points of vlw llberally ,.,.. r .... ttld. 

WI th klndelt greiet lnp. I -

Cordlal'ly yours, 

111£/•J• Naurlc:e •• lls•drath cc:: Rabl,I Jul Ian I. fell,elan 



CCAU 
CENTRAL CONFE~AMERICAN RABBIS 

July 27, 1964 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 1 

280 MAY BT., WORCESTER 2, MASS. 

RABBI JOSEPH KLEIN , EDITOR 

Miss Ed ith J . Miller 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave . 
New York 21 , N. Y. 

Dear Miss Mille r : 

Please pardon this be lated acknowledgement of your 
lette r of June 30 in which you a s k me to insert 
Rabb i Schindler ' s name on Page 1 of Rabbi Kaufman' s 
arti cle . I will take care of this mat t er . 

Cordially yours , 

JK:S 



Rabbi Joseph Klein 
CCAR Journal 
280 May Street 
Worcester. Kass. 

De.ar Rabbf Klein: 

June 30, 1964 

tn re-reading the article on Reform Jewish Day khools by Rabbi Kaufman, I noted that In the final par;1grpah on page I I neglectod to note the name of his colleague Involved In the New York Times interview. Therefore, It would be most •ppreetated If you would Insert the name of Rabbi Ale~ander H. Schindler in the proper place. 

With best wishes for a pleaaant ,1.111mer, I am 

Cordlal ly yours, 

ldlth J. Mii ler 
Sec'y. to Rabbi Kaufman 



CCAR 
CENTRAL CONFER,.o/AMERlCAN RABBIS 

(/ June 26, 1964 
ED ITORIAL OFFICE 1 

280 MAY ST .• WORCESTER 2 , MASS . 

RABBI JOSEPH KLE I N , EDITOR 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave . 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

Thanks very much for your article on the question 
of Reform Day Schools. It is beautifully written 
and as thorough a statement of your position as 
I could possibly imagine . I shall do my best to 
have it published in a prominent place in the 
October issue . 

It was good to see you in Atlantic City and I 
appreciate the opportunity I had to chat with 
you. 

With every good wish from house to house, 

Sincerely, 

JK:es 



Rabbi Joseph Klein 
'J le Emanuel 
280 May Street 
Worce,ter, Hassachu$etts 

D r Jo: 

June 23, 1964 

I'm sorry the article Is so tardy, but in truth 
I so happy It flnally got written. It answ rs 
many of the comments that came to us over the 
past months and In that way covers mu~h of Sylvan's 
contention. I was surprised at hts anger, his high 
emottonallsm, hJs posing of arguments I would never 
belfeve of him. We'll attrfbute ft to haste. I 
Just don't se him as that kind of a person. How
ever, I do hop that my artlele wtll be given as 
prominent a place In the Journal as was the nega• 
tlve reaction to th question of Refonn Day Schools. 

With warmest regards, I am 

JK/ejm 
encl. 

Slnc:erely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
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DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER BUT HOW? 

I wish, with dntltted lack of patience, we could ceases ending ti and 

energy on debates over whether there should be Reform J lsh Day Schools and devote 

our elves to the more difficult probl of their feasibility. To my ml nd the 

Reform Jewish Day School Issue Is no lo ger moot. The xfstence ef such Institutions 

for lntens Ive ef.onn Jewish educ t I Is crftlca1 and perhaps -even fndlspenslble to 

our str gth and growth In the Unfted St tes. Better that we might wrestle with how -
wear going to create the advanc d curricula and edueatfon materials, the high level 

facultl sand finances required for Reform J fsh Day Schools. 

To give In to such I atl nc now, howev r, Is to defeat the goal. The 

debate over Ref rm Day chools has Just commenc d, explanations and assurances st be 

set forth, the ugly ad homtn arguments and Invalid straw men sw pt aside. 

This deb te, for.tunately, Is gathering momentum. It is gaining proponents 

and opponents and from the fntrospectlon hat Intense debate compels will come the 

r allzatlon that our present day Reform education, In spfte of too many self-righteous 

assurances, perpetuates grave lnadequacl s. As a result, both our present day educa• 

tional Instruments wt11 b greatly Improved and Day Schools wfll app ar one day on the 

Reform I andsc pe. 

The whole subject presently floats In a cauldron of bol1fng emotion making 

It almost Impossible to approach tts essence. Can we cool off the aroused passions 

which have ngulfed It, candidly confront the charges and counter-charges, set them 

aside, and finally consider the manner tn which we can have Day Sc ools added to the 

present educational construct of the Reform Movement? 

Let us begin with the two mos6 frequently voiced charges In the flood of 

mail nd comment w lch has flow d Into the UAHC as a consequence of the pre-Biennial 
_ as does this article -New York Times t tervlew. which expressed 1ftf personal views/ nd that of a col league 

since the UAHC has no official posltf non Day Schools, n&fllely, that the Reform Jewish 

Day School will "undermine the public school*' and that It wlll "ghettoize" our ehlldr n. 

Will ft? 
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Anyone living In the Bo ton or New York areas knows that thousands of youngsters 

from R form Jewish homes In these area alone, more th n could b enrolled in Reform Oay 

Schools even, II a reasonable number could be established ln this generation, attend 

private ad not public school . Who suggests that they pose a threat to the pu lie 

schools? Wher are the anguished cries from those who oppose Reform Day Schools con• 

cernfng the r val from the public school system of tfieJe bf. the wealthy and successful, 

of gift d young tels whose parents seek a more demanding course of study for young 

Intellects left uneh Jlenged and but partially exercised by the publlc school class? 

Ther ar none. The private school Is an accept d In tltutlon and Is legally provided 

for by every tate constftltlon. It ls a cobdoned and even vital aspect of the demo-

c;r tic society. 

the Jntellectu l 

It has not undermined the publle school but Instead s rves to enhance 

Haeold Dodd, former president of Princeton, speaking of the essential role of 

non•publle sehoo1s, stated, ''When ft Is no longer possfble for am n to find a school 

for hfs boy exc pt within a universal tate system, ft wlll be too late to worry about 

freedom." Private schools help avert the dangers of an lnte11eetu•1 totalitarianism 

which no democratic socl ty can afford. 

In Its statement on "The State nd the Non•Publle Schools," the United States 

Office of Education explains, "In providing for their government, th people of the 

United tates have recognized by consltutlona1 provision that there re certain private 

v ntures th t hou1d be encour 9ed. Non•publlc schools have long been recognized as 

on such venture, especla11y when these sehools are not oonducted for profJt." 

The private school does, however, const!tute serious challenge to the 

Jewlshn ss of th child who attend. Suffering the Inevitable sens of Isolation flow

Ing fr small• lnorlty status, offered no opportunity to observe and enhance his Judaism, 

the Jewish child at most private schools, unless there Is a cou terbalanclng by a strong 

and positive home, wfll come to se his Jewishness a felt burden re11eted by no perceptible 

beneffts. 

Add to th ts the tlon underlying t~e Icy report of the New England had• 



masters to the r bbls who appr ehed them reque ting that Jewish stud nts be provided 

with rellglou s rvfc and In truetlon. The thaust of the reply was that the head

master egard d tie res nee of Jewish children In their schools as a providential 

opportunity t fulfill their Christi ml slon nd th t th Ir catalogues clearly stated 

that th lrs were Christian chools. The Implication as obvfous. 

On might Inquire. the fora, of those who v Ice no opposition to Jewish 

tt nda ce In ectart prlv~'!;l.L~. I ~JN~-&..avv,, to e nroll d In Refo 
J tsh Day Schools, wh th r e the welfar. of the public 

school? 

Thos of us who advocat th R form D y School ar avid proponents of a 

flourtshlng public school and would p rmlt nothing to 111■1nlsh this precious democra• 

tlzlng In tltutlon. The American J lsh child, wlth s0111e exceptions, will attend the 

public school and w Frenzied or repeated accusation 

that we I to " nde I e the publ le school" I Jy do not m ke It so. 

Not only the accusations but th fear Itself Js lnvalld. If the vast Catholic 

parochial school network and the stzeabl , exeluslve private school system have not u der• 

fn d th Amerl publfc school I h however lanentable Its shortcomings and over-

crowding Is I proving admlrably Jn quality at 11 levels. how can one In truth harbor 

th ta Refo at chool sy t wlll h ea lgnlflcant or negative eff ct? 

Precious though th pub I le school f s and wJ11 always be there have been ch nges 

In ttltudes tow rd It. During th I lgrant years th public school was the vehicle 

fch pro lied th young Jfltfl from th Irritating traits of "der green r" Into the 

t oft lndlstfnguls abl American. In addition, th public school helped the 

i lgrant Jewish chlld appeas his lntea craving for knowledge. 

Today the third generation youngster needs no further rlc nlz tlon. How• 

ver, th drlv t rd maximum ducatlon continues and many find this Inadequately mt 

by th n6fghbor ood publte school. So ther f ement on th p rt of the Jewish 

popul.atfon and t Anierlean mtddle-clas In gen ra1 out of the publ le school Into high• . 
standard prlvat schools. It will not deer se. 

those to which our people send the Ir 

Why not have Refor Day Schools a ng 

hoots which wl11 roll baek cre.eplng 



assi ilatlo • produce youth ducated ln Torah. f lthful to Judaism and true to the 
7 

Id 1 of American Osnoe acy. 

.P rhap d within our Mov nt over the possibility of Reform 

Day School Is simulated by the postur of the Catholic parochl 1 school lch ehalleng s 

Thy 

right to control e uc tlo. The Cathi+fc Church stlpulat s that education 
p.u.;~ 

J is y Schools AW re not founded In opposlt ton to 

do not alt r r modify th curriculum of the publtc school. 

total cours of tudy with addltfona1 ho rs and subjects. 

th coneer over lnflfc Ing harm upon the publfc school fs fAva1fd. th t 

eem o to b legitimate. one of u wants to Isolate our 

I ves them unpr par d for the real orld wher Jew are not In the Jorlty and not 

u lversa11y steemed. Doe the Jewl h Day Sehoo1 "ghettoize?" 

lne the applleabl xaq>les befor us, not the Yfddtsh speaking 

yeshfvos or pe •Ya kov schools for girls, but th typfc 1, modern Jewish Day Schools 

lch abound In our tropollta ~ent s, do w find th t their pupils are ghettofzed? 

Is y thy re not. 0th rs may conclude they ar. If ther are those who wfl1 

cont nd aft r observation and not just ss mptlon that the stud nts In these Day Schools 

d nstrat the ff t of "ghettolzat lon11 then we have a warr.anted difference of 

opinion. 

Hy n t slv observa Ion nd that of careful students of th subject has 

falle to dt clos ny dlff renc in the Amerlc nlzatlon or o lstteatfon of the 

children who attend Jewish Oay Schools and the children In their own nel9hborhood1 who 

attend th publlc schools th Oay School children woul~ be attending. 

How can I othenflse? Th tr parents are t 

borli. A 1957 surv y show th re wa Jut b rely ver 10% difference In propostfon 

of native bo parent b tween ur own o e•day•a• eek schools and those of the Dey 

School and that pr portion has diminished 1n th lnterv nlng years. The chfldren 

play t er fter chool and w ds watch th same tel vlslo, go to the s 
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yf • r comic books, b long to th s e boy SC U tr op , attend th s me 

rJllle C bsorbed I th ame fads and her Th only dJfference t 

h profound r knowledge of 

ueh more and d reater s rlous s t their approa~h to th Jr 

tui:U lsh nd general. 

en wit tw n y hour 

tudy which 1leged1y deaonstrated 

we k of Jewr h t~dles th commit t and adult follow-through 

d. ffits was advanc a as a r son for not having 

tn th R form Movem t. ff th stuc!y ts eccur t demonstrat sonly th t 

due tfonal e as the Day chool may be Impotent 

galnst th stro g eontr ry tJd of Am rfea• commercl~llzed nd r9gmatlc value - a 

conelusfon Ip rs nally believ to lnval id. 

u If th Dy school l not fulfll1Jng our go Is how will our two to f1v 

hour per k Reform choollng ucce d? Of course the approach of Reform educ Ion to 

condftJo tn the child Is differ nt and our gal a11 w for untque p ttern of ducatlon. 

But we tJI t k We do assume a refatl nshlp betw en -
J knowledg en J wish c nt. We bell v that one ext nds nd feeds on the 

other. 

and hour 

th are i di pensibf . How th can we make prlnclpl f minimal standards 

lit ratur tha t 

p rpetuat 1 

The 9th J wt h Day Sehoo 1 h.as a far 

dalt of any of our congr gatlons. I thl lt~atlon we wl h to 

f us fe~l t er ls a need to pr vide Reform Oay Schools 

nable the bright chlld 

to re lnten lfted Je lsh edw: tf n and to extend his ental capecttie fN n If 

eparated fr his netghborhood chum for forty of his one hundr d 

w Ing hour. Ot rs may §eel th t t Is withdraw 1 t . und air ble, that It does 

11ghettolz ," and pr fer that .the child g In the b t Jewish ducatfon possible fn our 

r: 1 lg Jou sc ool Ing pr gra • both or wnle.h ean nd wll I be tmprov d. fllere 



w11 I,. t h refor • be different approaches to the preparat ton of th hit d for .... lngfu 

J i h dulthoo . 

Whl h of t h parent select for ht ch ild? Will congre• 

gatton or grou f eongr gatlons tog t provide for both or fin that their resoure 

or t Is s of their ongr ants 1t I th to the one approach? Thts f s th heart 
...... 

of th Is e confronting us w o n rn ours 1•' wi th a s t rengbhened Reform Movement . 

It would be well If we .ould focus n. It nd the tegltim te dlff r nees which ft 0,f rs 

rath 

be 

c nsclo 

eki ng to h~v the Day chool out lawed from Reform Judaism, dec lar ing It to 

. Jon . un-Amerl • n. and t h se who advocate I a Jacking Integrity. ·w-i't 
I 

, ... 
0 
........... 0 dis 1#';,, IK.&-_.._11: lnten to dva ce their view against the 

oppos I I of I Jeged majority. 

There are addition.I charges, sanatf.ng froa both $Ides , wh ich we do well t o 

di ch rg fr . th agenda: 

1/ The Refonn Day School is not a substitute for fmprovlns our pre$ent educa• 

one ever ugg sted t w s . tt is a debator ' s technique to extggerate an 

opponent's positron to the point of bsurdity . W ought in honor to eschew such tacttcs 
,Jv 

en matters s crltf,al as the futur educ tlonat pattern of' our Movement at stake . 

I know of no on who woµ1 d even consl d r hav Ing Day Schools rep lace our rel lg lous schools 
mo 

and UAHC caq,s nol/would permit th s aff and resources of th Reform Movement to be 

placed at the disposa l of a Day School program to th neglect or df fnut lon of our other 

e uc tlon l ctlvftles . 

y way of reassuaance. Jt should be reca lled that the same fears were express d 

when t h UAHC emb rked on It c Ing progr • There w s concern then that much that was 

ongoing nd es ti I would be bandoned In preference t o the era tic and new. We were 

w rned hat funs • nd energ I es cou J d · t be found to support both . Today the ~ng and 

progr . ev additional UAHC staff . ers and reprei t s a two and a half flllon 

dollar c pit 1 t 1 y an n ~nn al expenditure. of $600., 000 , not one peany of which w s 

val1 bl e or with in sight when w coanenced! Our relfglous chool progra11 has grown 
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In intensity durlhg the ln erlm In sp t of or b caus of the camping progr . 1nos 

ho wou 1 d r J t a Day Schoo progr because they fear that th Refonn Mov ent 1 acks 

tHe growth capacity to Include both do not share the confidence many f us hold In our 

Movemert 's uni 1ml d pot nt la 1. 

2/ eform Judaism ts iru::2!!'P tlble with Day Schools. 

It ts dtfflcult to Imagine that anyone takes seriously the charge hat an 

ef ort on the p rt of Refor 1s co~r gati ns and instr utlons to creat more 

lnt nse pattern of Reform Je\1lsh eoucatlon is cncompatlble with the philosophy of the 

Refonn Movement. 

1961 iennlal Al d to private rel lglous 

chool stated. "Our opposi t ton o such government grants . loans and other forms 

o flsca1 afd o p3rochtal schools dos not frnply any lack of regard or respect for 

retJglously-spon ored Institution f education . We re pect the right of any religious 

aenoml atlon to establish nd dmfn1ster Its own educat1ona1 insti utions. We apJl ud 

their contribution to the cultural an spfritua1 diver lty of our nation ..... 11 

Doe Refor d ny to itself wh t It applaud In other rellglous groups? 

Wheth r It be Reform rep chools wlth donnltorl s for out-of•town student 

which some of u advocate as fir t tep or Reform Da.y Schools on the element~ry through 

junior htgh 1 v 1 utiJJzfng lovely modern synagogu classrooms hich st nd ert}Pty 11 day , 

the children would be experiencing an educ tlonal process whose purpose is to make them 

re devout Refor Jews. Th 9oats f th school would be to guide those wtth an inclt 

tion Into th Reform r bbfnate or religious school ped ogy or on of the other of the 
, 

Reform synagqgu I profession$ , vocations I which ranks are de,aperately low. Or the 

sc 001 ould mov t1e youngster ocatlonafly o a Jewi h leader ip In 

11 areas of the Reform congr g Mon 1 end avor , a necessity whfch t,e Chicago Blenntal 

stre$Sed with such poignancy as i ~tspenslble to dectsl n making fn the synagogue. 

Our chilars tn rabbinrc, . able tor shape our rich tj ditlon 1nto the Reform 

ldio 
1

have all gained their skills o tslde of Reform Judaism. Our present preparatory 

yst and emlnary hav not . to rrr, knowledge. been able to prod ce singl. _,,......,.. __ .,...~ 
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I 

or expert J n R spo Th O y Sehoo1 ul-0 ke It Ible. Sh 11 w e 

ools r 

form tbvenent? 

other branates of Judaism afl of our talrnuday ehachcplm? 

or tndf pensible to an lncreaslng1y 

nconJ>atlbtHty Reform Jews Jnvolved 

fn fund r 1$1 f l b lf of a &y School would fors ke their advocacy of th 

principle of separatfo of church Qnd tate hd would pursue gov r e 

major.I ty of Jews presently I ol ed rn fs werved 
t 

thfs prl cf ltJon, o 

with thetr e their fntegttty on the 

atfbll I y rgum nts Is that Day School c;hlfdren are 

deprlv Is totaify fall clous as umptton. for their ttendance 

school ts a tter parental choice, can b reversed at 

tlons and segr~atlon cornpu1sorlfy 

pl ced 

therefore 

But the camps •re 

th y t us that higher .standar:ds J n one 

a ever wt enfng circles. "We $ens• an 

attrlbuta le to th fJ1f1 e of n th 

rs, on our toe I outh roup and through,.. $Ing 

York-,wtll ad to this 



numb .. r s well. 
;/ 

lp but e no . Our. efforts to fnf1uence the 

ham and chool, the loc 1 y uth group and the youngsters on the college campus, areas 

uff ring wo fully fn most 'cases from the cceptance of low stand rds or debilitating 

lndlffer e wt 11 have to be greatly fnt nsifJed, techniques Improved, p rsonnel vivified, 

ev n 

SI proponent of minimal Jewish education. 

It f n't nae. ere but among the serious opponents are those 

who gu tJon our bllity to er a e chools fch \>-oOuld meet the hi h stand rds all 

gre are th Ir ju tJfication. Th cost of prfvat educatton ls high and th parent 

of Day School pupJJ~ are called upon to ke palnftll flnancfal s crl§fces which fn many 

cases sttl d t iufffce. Of course. If Jewfsh welfare fund now ,upporting tnstltutlons 

which serve any non-Jews would produe anlngful asst tance to the D y Schools tn therr 

communlties, the economic problem OtJ1d be greijtJy mttfgated. ome have b~u to do so. 

1n dditlon to the problem of fJ nces. thos who questJo. the Dy School's 

feasjbf 1 ity in ui r • cg f tlmately, s to whether ad qu tely for both 

the Je ,ish nd g n ral stuJI es could be rec-rutted. Further. are there fnough a rents 

who would be ~flling to have their child en part of the educattonal xpertmertt tlon ~hlch 

Ho 1d be f.nevltable In the ea Jy ye r 1 

ould the gener 1 studJes program st ess b sic Jewish values, 

nd history pr .. a s hlghl lght aspects. o Je\i1$h interest a did the 

ams n Raphael Hirsch or would the pubJ i school currfeu1um and texts 

s i the c se with the D , Schools f th eo,mtry to a(l 

a cl .. ro atmospher • t xa an 

Ddv nc:ed Refor Jewish studi ry or high school l v 11 

um, 

for 

T ese are the quest ton that hould b occ:upytng U$. C n we establ fsh f\\efor 

Day Schools whos duca ional purpos Js not to teaah how to ea non 's bread but ~:,W te mak 

? 
, every mouthful sweeter. W . of th Reform Movement have furth red a d enrJclted the ,, 

pons to th Ari rlcan enviro ent. Can we for late an 
"\ 

attonat process ~hroug 
V 

which th youn JeM wit I not be troubled 0-. r being expected to •~t on what t~ett 
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ve. 

s~hoots wh rein Hebrew wiU not ehlcle for pro

t e hc,art f 

udal• $ t t h yo 

gal 

ondf 

under$tan 

Jew c; 

th l I rgy but 

now and dore 

Educ tlo at the Unfverstt of -nt sehool, "?"r jf a :ian is to defend his valu• 

he 111 count rand k wi e choice$ wen 

th ng r than author tatlv fl ts. H 11USt 

re thought to b so, w tr a ns and exp rl 

11 fr tlon of good .•••. Wlth such teachfng, th young tuden.t b'9ins to 

Ti ftatfon nd di er Jty w tch characterize knQwledge, ~nd 

be In tQ b t ... ( nd to) cop with th eh nglng conait ons o 

wl Jch w w 11 pp1y hi knowl dge. Thi$ 1 rnJng and knowl d • 

ability to u~e it, pply 

tive rn p tena solvt • to devl•t• 

consist, t of b Jng abl eat hat 

It, modify ft ... Thus t e stud nt 

fr • t thods. d lse vart tfo •• o wr stl of the ractleal •• ftatfons 

" • 

It Is my convlctlon that such lnd-aatur•tl g Jewls ducation Is mor li ly 

t a Day chool than l our ne or two r en thr day aw k rellgious school. To 

sue a 

11 1 

I 

r woc.atlon lly 

These 

I for t th risks nd sacrlflc s all 

the R form Day School will com forth leaders ho vcx:atlo 11y 

not by instl~t and hon st ropt 

or s who dvoe t Day Sc ool s for ur 

fo J1ov t. To succeed th ffort wl11 e normous, t oppo tfon sizeabl • But 

the rew rds are thos of life Itself. Dow r~l1y ha~e a choice? 

Rabbi J 

I, To . 11 
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1". Howar L. b r-® r 

• •w Yor .ffntv . f:hO<>l ot .Law 

we both !wld d•ar um:tq l ei pubUe a llool 1tyst. 1 J •1th • ♦.11tt.i.t:1 

f!ti h lQ hi;, b tv ti J•v• •ad no , ... 3 io. r1 • will not 
in a!lJ war be ttM mn by t. ee:t.ab.lJ,a nt ql • pilo project 
in fall• ti Je-w1.4b • u. t.ioa. 

I read cuetull,1 v,-. t,ylt'an J c .rt n•s ni in t.b W) t 

rece1~t OCAP. J .a.lU"flal• 1 ••• 14 h hi t.b.at tt • r Min ,effort shGuld 

. w strong he - t e pr • t I}rGgre.m ot nligi~ ed;Jcati~n wit-bi 

t e,. ne:tOl"tl ¥' rmut.. lo this &ad. ! u . <\4Hotie m;, lif • 
. bbi. ~ii . in om AaS: i!t.i :n, oa the r: ut•e1on on J.ert · n 
lfdllc~urm, i rq ttt i fo m., o t.or in educ titan in 
r-ee&nt 1• •• o.weffr1 we e.d ®t luiU, our ef'forte t o t.!ut 
prea nt &hf)(b et itelon. J4'td.an ettueiB.tii tiut. in • n e • • vi th 
ne• 1". ble , we • - , a, ht at f r sidmt .enne.dy urged, leo' 
o th~ n~v ht>n~ter. 

I • . yo\t, 111 , yoilt~ U4 eia.t. 1 to •llow those 
Wi! t.bin • sh moi,m • t Vi.Sh to exµert ient ud wo 
id t dMpfu1 the · of 1'cw4h, to 'be giv. ,n 

at le;a; to ~ri .o s 111 1& to dia1 

but t.c;i. • • u :.,e. . e . vbo cff'e t.h 
o ?Or\W111 · al .• • • new t.no . d 
n v opes tr> gei- t!4 • ur .and • mol"• l.eamed 
an,d d.O¥Out J~.,. 
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Dr. Kerry Orllnsky 
tlJC•JIR 
4o W.st 68th $treet 
ta., York, N.Y. 10023 

Dear Harry: 

May 28, 1964 

Enclosed It a copy of,.,, artlc:1• on the day 
school l11ue. I ~Id 1M grateful for any 
C0111Nnts or suggestions you might wish to 
•ke. 

WI th •,_.t regards, I • 

Jk/eJm 
a::1. 

$lncerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay laufman 



. 
·· Memo 

7'UJ## tk ded ol 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
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axe ealed or~nodcxy f minimalism oppos ng an old orth doxy 

X .1 ... a:n :,,ure that Rabbi Syl • .:1 Do Sc.hwa .. z n doe 

. a n in erpre a.ton, yet .e ~ G trib ~es to 
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N ; ,e '" :.. .. : d~n, h t .U. should ~a.rd c .ld be re~. •>?- ·C'l n i • is. 

t .. 

pe::: we _ 

l1 



2 

ere ., 

nd 1n t he ca.y 

w ") - ~ ? ' •9 'Z dd -~s H ~O 

:0 ' ., "'I e ";"\.o~ .. ... I. -
. -. w r: .,. ' ti,~ l ... all m .-

,< • a ., i-11 c ~ :h ,.. ! .>Z:-: ... 
, ,. ,,. d .. 

.. ~· ::.. .. <l ♦ .. 
~ + 0~ .Rie~ rJJ 

. l~, ~ ~ ~ 1'.', ~ '" t..,. 4;:. •• .. 1e e P~ T::i i r. .. 
~ 

..... -~ . \. ...... w '~ t. 1-'.e i s w:i .... t ~,er t~ V ,\i d ny , .. 
y 

g ,.! 1.1. .... ol....;; e i. ~ ,-,~p .. f. 

r1:~ 1 , e.c .. r ., 

j n-- .i--J r Ci, ... ',..: l ... c r..r J,lt ' ., ! j 

... t ·•r,,'t a.._•J,r, G :? d!t. :1 ,., rl<t 0 •• ..., " ./ ,:;. . = ,:lpf :""' y '.~ 

? .,. ·"' ,VI -... h . ·• !\, p .:- '.le. '1 •, .:; '[' A,. , t 
),., :" - " f d ~ ~- Q .... ..., 

~ 

'" -..;J • i( '13 ~ ... •. ,C le' i ,. .:1 .:. fi 

p 4' '; ;,.• ,: .. t' .. re. k . " ... 

, l , P . 
~ 

~ t , A •' ~ !o- .-.~ P- ) ..... l. ,.. . .. ~ .. ... ~ - .. . .. " 
• 

p •. r, • 1 ;")_ . r'1 P/ , ; .. ... r.,,.., , ;, 
~ . .. .. ..... - ,... i. ,A,. 

li,r ~ ' ,. ! . ~ :i:' • "i .:. A-
~ b. -~ . ' ~ ~ ~. .. .. , . " ;:: ., .. 

~ ~ ... ~ I • \. t-: ,· r~ - o•. .~ ~ :rn~ r , ~ i:' t ed .. !1.~ :!. r. • 



3 

Rabbi Sc;:hwartza/1..11 111a.kes would req ir 

One 

al-b,i Schwa.rtzroan must k .,;;, , ...:c;.::r.~ o:ily where 

~ .e Q...: -d y -'h v 1 i:. ome hing new, and t e sh_r~colll.ng of 

1. rgue no more against it than do the ~hcrtcoain9s 

~ O:"" cd: S "l y . c ovls agains o r 

A:: f ... n 1 >-, L -+he Jew sh Age cy, or for. .,..ha , •te::: 1 a e he 

.... ~ .~ 1 .fc r R-.?.!o rm Jews? 0:. , 

1 • .• .if.: s' • ·t ... 1) ic. as tiith an r.lgin-'ll Re! rm la are 

We c nn· 

trueo Let s r ~a9ni ze that ouT~ is 

a f.:.. .o.rd--1 ~1':.in ph lo~ophy ot .Judai m wb':)se concern she· ld be 

e· J nc ments o yesterday o.1 wi t~e needs of 

he past tha.n 

R l-t,;i !vi., A7":. •:- Oles 
Te..:.p 4i! Bt:" h El 

• Be:.~el.,.>- , C l-f.<t. ta 



Rabbt David S. H&cben 
Temple .Shalam 
163 Ea$t stree\ 
Norwalk, Connecticut 

May 26, 1964 

I read 1ow.• superb letter ~o Dr. Howard Green'bel"ger 8.Dd. am 
so gratetul to you for ha"riDg a!:11).red it v1th me. It ra1eed. 
my spirit. S:Lnce ihe ~terv1ew between Al~ Uld myself 
appeared in the Nev York Tuies ,, we have rece$.ved a · Q\orm of 
,ma11, much of 1t abW;live au<1. 11egat1ve. Occ&sioneJ.ly a letter 
with a -positive note has came to our desk . Rarely hAB ane 
appeared as veU considered. and as po1gt;l&Dt 1n tts reasotl1.Dg 
as rours. ManJ thanks "o you. 

With warmest r~ard.$, I qi 

Rq.bb1 Jay K.autm&n 

JK/rh 

I· 
I. 



Mr. Earl Horse 
OCA Food Industries, Inc. 
45 West 36th Street 
New York• New York 10018 

Dear Earl: 

11\ank you for sharing wtth cne your excellent 0 off'
the-cuff" 1 tter to Professor Greenberger. I have 
made f w very minor d Jetlons and corrections 
which are noted on the nclosed copy. 

With warm~st regards, I am 

JK/ejm 
en~l. 

Sin erely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 



Hl11 Dolores Berzlga 
Secretary to"'• Earl Morse 
DCA Food lndu tries. Inc. 
45 West 36th Street 
Hew York, New York 10018 

Dear Miss 8erzlga1 

Thank you for your letter of May 15th In regard to 
th draft letter from Mr. Horse to Professor HONllrd 
Greenberger of N.Y.U. 

Rabbi KaufMn Ms been out of town and upon his 
return became Involved In the UAHC Board meeting. 
Hr. Horse's letter Is on his desk and he wlll• of 
course, cOIIIIDent on same at the eerllest posslble 
moment,. 

With appreciation for your consld ration, I am 

SlncereJy yours, 

ldlth J. Kii ler 
Sec1y. to Rabbi Kaufman 



... 

DCA FOOD 
4 5 WEST 36~~ STREET 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

INDUSTRIES INC. 

c§) NEW YORK , N .Y. 10018 

a 
MAY 1 8 1964 

May 15, 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

During Mr. Morse's absence from the office, I am 
following up on certain correspondence and find that 
on April 20th we sent you an "off the cuffm d raft 
of a letter to Professor Howard L. Greenberger of NYU . 

Mr . Morse requested that you edit and comment on the 
letter . 

We would appreciate your reply - thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

~:~:~er~=-~ (f-
Secretary to Mr . Earl Morse 

DB 



DCA FOOD INDUSTRIES INc. 
APR 99 ...,..., 

45 WEST 36 ,:~ STREET @ NEW YORK , N. Y. 10018 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTfVE VICE PRESIDENT 

April 20, 1964 

Rabmi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

I am sending you an "off-the-cuff" draft which 
I would appreciate your editing and commenting on. 

Best regards, 

EM:DB 
Enc . 

Earl Morse 



DCA FOOD INDUSTRIES INc. 

45 WEST 36 i:~ STREET 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

Professor Howard L. Greenberger 
New York University 
School of Law 
Washington Square 
New York, N.Y. 10003 

Dear Professor Greenberger: 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 10018 

April 20, 1964 

I am writing in response to your letter of March 11th 
enclosing a "Memorandum Re Proposal of Rabbis Jay Kaufman 
and Alexander Schindler Favoring Establishment of Reform 
Jewish Day Schools" as well as a copy of a letter from 
Rabbi Kaufman to Dr. Cahn dated December 17th. 

I appreciate the opportunity to express my views on this 
subject because of a long interest which I have had in 
both public and private education. 

As Vice President of the Jewish Education Committee, I 
have been familiar, over the years, with the developments 
of the All-Day School particularly within the Orthodox wing 
of Judaism. In that connection I know you will be interested 
in knowing that about 25% of all Jewish children receiving 
Jewish education in New York receive it in one of the 
Orthodox All Day Schools. 

As a Vice President of the American Jewish Committee and 
for some years past, Chairman of its Committee on Jewish 
Communal Affairs, I have participated in studies and 
discussions on this general question from essentially a 
secular point of view in which many of the questions raised 
in your memo were the subject of discussion. From the 
point of view of Reform Judaism, I bring a long association 
with the Commission of Jewish Education to the evaluation 
of this problem. 

From a personal point of view, too, I think it might be of 
interest for you t o know that I have three sons, all of whom 
graduated from private boarding schools. One of them 
graduated from the Choate School which has, as you may know, 
an Episcopal priest as its Headmaster and has obliga~ory 
chapel service. 
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<>flow-ev--e-r, I ~had -e-discussionS with Rabbi Kaufman on the general 
subject of private Reform Jewish education and the advisability 
of concentrating all efforts in this area on the establishme~t 
of a Boarding School like Choate in its scholastic and 
religious orientation, substituting in its place the principles 
of Reform Judaism. T difficulties of accomplishing such a 
project are enormous in itself aPfd I believe the possibility 
of any widespread Reform Jewish 1-Day School so remote and 
hypothetical that I capnot accep the seriousness of achieving 
such a prDposal, if maoe ) 

On the other hand, I see no reason why a private boarding 
school which would afford an intense Jewish education as well 
as a general education of the higher type, should not be 
made available to our Reform Jewish community, if it is 
possible to establish such a school, I believe there is a 
place for the private school in our society and I assume 
that you are not advocating the elimination of schools such 
as Choate, Exeter and Andover. The diversity of education 
and the different goals of education make desirable in a 
pluralistic society, specialized types of schools to meet 
the needs and interests of children and their families 
that cannot be met in the public schools. 

C The extraord.,_inary cost of such e~ucation has made competition 
with the pubN.c education completely h y pothetical. ) 

The great problem within the American Jewish community is 
far less the question of integration than the question of 
Jewish identification and the survival of the Jewish group. 
The long historh~o~ the Jewish people from the first dispersion 
in the year 586':;ifi'as been one in which huge segments of the 
Jewish groups have assimilated and disappeared from Jewis 
life, particularly when the general culture permitted it. 
When one considers the fact that over 10% of the population 
of the Roman Empire in the First Centmry A.D. was Jewish 
and that there was a huge Jewish community in Alexandria 
which mysteriously disappeared, one sees that the central 
problem of Jewish life is its survival and continuity. 
Of course, one wants the Jewish community to become integrated 
into the larger Am e rican community and that is a relativel y 
simple and successful ongoing process in which public educati n 
has its important role. 

~-~~~ 
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The grave problem in Reform Judaism is to develop within 
its own ranks enough young people to provide the Rabbinica1-l 
with ~!m::r"I~ scholarly Re form lay leadership which is so 
necessary for continued leadership within Reform Judaism. 
As you are aware, so many of the great Rabbinical leaders 
in the Reform group in the past, i.e. Rabbis Freehof and 
Silver, have come into Reform Judaism with an ideological 
conviction but whose Jewish identification was made 
secure through an earlier Orthodox Eastern European influence. 
This kind of movement into Jewish leadership has lost its 
source and Reform Judaism, within its own community, 
must develop a quality of Jewish learning without which 
Reform Judaism ca n no longer supply its leaders. 

Unfortunate ~ t is not pos~i e ~h the once-a-week 
school or~~~u~h the mid-aft rnoon pcogram to -B"t"'a'r( 
so9n eocwgh ~ ~developi'9!8- a now ledge of Hebrew, Jewish 
histor y and Judaism generally, to provide a reservoir 
for } Jewishly-educated young men who are so desperately 
nee)ed for future ldia~ .~.,.Jl 

In the kind of project for a Jewish Secondary School 
which would hav~

1
~ thusiastic support, I know you will 

find that the ariuments raised by you re the Jewish 
All-Day Schools, have little, if any, ~~ ~-;-

I trust the material contained in this letter will be of 
interest to you. 

Sine ere ly, 

Earl Morse 
EM:DB 
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F bru ry 17, 196Zt 

r Joe: 

I •ve Just rec Jv ylvan n• rttcle and before r ding It to drop y I th tot ll yo rr t 
r omi,11en 5 t t f cto I t f th soon as pos e It for p blteatlon wh~n•n1~ your publication sche ul p It . 

With t r ar s. f 

Inc , ly your • 

b I J y 
JK/ ~ 



CCAR 
CENTRAL CONFE~AMER(CAN RABBIS 

February 4, 1964 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 1 

280 MAY ST. , WORCESTER 2 , M ASS . 

RABBI JOSEPH KLEIN, EDITOR 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Vi c e - Pr e si dent , UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave . 
New ork 21 , 1 . Y. 

Dear Jay : 

FEB 7 

I am delighted to have your letter of Janua ry 30 in 
which you a gree to write an article f or the CCAR 
Journal stat ing your views on Re f orm day schools . 
I have an arti c le on this s ubject f rom Sylvan 
Schwartzman who take s a pos i ti on that is quite 
contrary to your own o Sylvan, however , requested 
that hi s arti cle o in b y itself rather than be 
re. rt of a symposium wit h the understand i ng , of 
course , t hat the re would be rejoinder in a subse 
quent issue of the Journal 

I am not sure t ha t I c an do this because I neve r know 
how much spa ce wi ll be available i n the J ournal , but 
~ the p l an meets with your approval , I wi ll try t o 
get Sylvan 's article i nto the April is s ue wi th the 
understand i ng that your re j oinder will appear in the 
J une is s ue . 

In his ar t icle, Sylvan makes me ntion of the s tate 
ment you a nd Al ex c h i ndler ma de t o the New York 
Ti me s at t he time of the Bi - e nn i a l Convention . 

Thanks ve r y mu ch for your willing ness to contri bu te 
to the Journal . 

Wit h warm a nd cord i a l gr eet ing s , 

S incerely, 

J K: e s 

) ><-
/ 

R,abbi Joseph Klein , 



Rabb I Joseph K1 et n r...,,. E.atnutl 
May&. Chandle, Str .. t1 
Worcester, Hass. 01602 

Dear Joe: 

January lO. 1~ 

Thahk you for your letter of January 16th and your 
frw·hatlon to wrfte an •rt le.le on Refora day schools. 
I wlll be dellght..t to submit-, vfwa on th• topic. 

I•• al•o gfat•ful for the choice you allow M and 
tlnce the February ISth deadline la out of the ques• 
tlon at thf• tlM, I 1hal1 pr-.,.re11y lrtUle for 
the Ju- edition of the CCAR Journel and subalt it 
before April lat. 

With wa,...tt regard1, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jqy Kaufman 
JKl•J• 
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TEMPLE EMANU f L 
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\ .....-,.., 
RABBI JOSEPH KLEIN '"'---'I LJ C~-.JI BBi LEIVY SMOLAR 

~ 
January 16, 1964 

Ra bbi Ja y Kaufman, Vice President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave . 
New York 21 , N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

I am1. W!P iting to invite you to contrrbute an article 
to the CCA J ournal o n the subject of all - day schools 
in the Reform Movement. At the time of Bi-ennia l., 
you and Alex Schindle r we re quote d in t he New York 
Ti mes as bei ng in favor of this type of prog ram . To 
my knowled g e, t he subject has ne ver been a ired i n the 
Journal except i n conne c t ion wi t h a n editorial I 
wro t e some is suesback in wh ic h I po inted out that 
althoug h the g eneral position of the Reform Moveme nt 
has b e en one o f opposition to the all- day school, new 
voices are being raised within Reform advocating such 
schools within our Movement o 

Sylvan Schwartzman has just s e nt me an article in 
whi c h he take s a positi on of opposition to both the 
statements you and Alex made and my Ed i torial Comments . 

It would be a real pleasure to publish a n o ther ar-
ticle by you espec i al ly on a sub ject that is becoming 
of incre a sing in terest within our Movement. Let me 
suggest that t he article be about 2500 word s in leng th . 
If we consider i t for publica tion in the April i ssue , 
t he de ad line for this would have to be n o later t han 
Februar y 15. This , of course , might put you under 
great press ure i n which case, p e rhaps,the best time 
for publ ication would be t he June is s ue . The dead -
line for the June is s ue is April 1. 

With eve r y kind p e rsonal wish , 

Sincerely, 

L 

//1 abbi Jo seph 
J K: e s 

Klein 
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The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH A VENUE, NEW YORK 21, r . Y. 
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Dr. Edmond Cahn April 81 1964 

I do not knor.-1 if you are ini'erring that Rabbis 
Kaufnum and Schindler are such ran tics 01, a.1--e potentially 
capable o!' "r lentleesly embroili ou1" thole people in 
their a.etc:. o violence. 11 I muld suspect that you do not> 
but t woulds em so fifOm your paper. Since you say you 
nave been send1ng your paper to others (and I dq not know 
exactly what is meant by 11 relatively fe1't1' copies) you may 
be unwittin ly and unwillingly doing these two t'ine "abbls 
a grave 1nJusticc. 

I inquired and .lea.mod that n ither RaQbi Kaufman nor 
Ra.bbl Schindler rec ived a copy of your memox~andu."ll. Pe:r:-ha.ps 
ue should 1no, to 1hom you and Profonoor Greenberger nent 
it so that <Jomeone might have an oppo t1mJ..ty to point out 
t~at any charge or religious fanaticism against th se 
vabb1$ i ·s unjust a 1d unrorttmate. UAHC <iebo.tee oft n be
come exooecUngly pasoiona.te anrl ometimes wo find it diff1-
cul t to keop them rithin th bounds of intense but con-
tain d debate. But we do make ever-;; et.fort to do o and 
I would hope that we can o so in this instance as well .. 

Since in 1our letter yo1 said you had received oat 
encouraging otateme ts of' une ui•..rocal agreem nt from 
rabbis su-ch as Rab 1 Solomon Fre hof, I am taking the 
liberty ot' sending a copy of thi letter to Rabbi Fr,..,e of' 
whom I know and love. I would eord:tally 1nvit connncnts. 
to you and to me from Rabbi Freehof, not on the me1:1its of 
Reform Jewish l).ay Schools, about ihioh I have already cx
p1"00.sed my personal views, but on the serious queotion 
which I have ra:l>,) d :ln this lette~ regardin the charges 
of fanattc1sm-..,cbarges to which I imply cannot bel!evo 
Rab bl Fre hof Hould subs:cr•ibe. 

With indeot regards, I am 

cc: Rabbi Solomon B. Freeho • 

bee: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Rabbi Jay Kaufman -
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Or. etnard Lander 
Yeshiva University 
186th St.• Amsterdam Ave. 
New York, Now York 

Dear Bernie: 

The artfcle to whld1 I referred h In th Spring, 1961 Daedalus. 
In It, Josh• Fishman consider the effect of the day-schooh rn 
uchlldhood tndoctrln,tlon. for Minority Group Membership" and 
finds that th day•school can not point to any signs of "success• 
ful blculturlstlc retentlonlsm. 0 There are no stgnlfleant dif
ferences, he contends, between adults who have had and tho1e who 
have not had d~ school educations. He cites the few studies 
avellable to prove his point or, more accurately, deduces this 
point from the review of the •tudles. 

You seem to feel the oppo•fte It true. If you view Is based 
only on personal observation, then It Is high time some studies · 
be undertaken or, ff already concluded, then uncovered, which 
wtll 1ub1tentlete your concluslon. I need such data and would 
be grateful If you could guide me to It. 

With warmest regards, tam 

Sincerely yours, 

Mbbl Jay l(aufman 

JK/eJm 
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-1 a catutropbe to the fanatics who relentleasly embroiied 
the wbole people in their acta of violence. 

Hor is this risk a matter of the past that we can 
afford to for1et. Not aany years ago, just when the civilized 
world-■ horrified by Hitler's burning Jewiab booka, a fana
tical croup ot orthodox rabbis ceremoniously banned and burned 
Prof•••or Mordecai Jrapl&n'• new prayerbook. Only a few weea 
aco, aoae fanatical 7oun1 Jews fr011 Williamsbur1 painted 
•waatikaa OD the lnael:l Consulate :ln Ne,, York. Religioua 
fanatio1811 :la one of our cbronio probl-; we shall alway• 
DAted the •11 . of aepa..-at:lon to prevent 1 t froa brinsiq wa 
to clelltnotioa. 

"lo"I tbaM na■ona, it 18 •••ential to repudiate tbJ.a 
....... u4 l'ep'l■81ft p"l()pOA,1, 

B•peotfullJ 1oure, 

Sdllond Calm 
Boward • L. Greenber1• 



L. H. GRUNEBAUM 

11 BRAYTON ROAD 

SCARSDALE, N. Y . 

Dec ember 28 , 1963 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman : 

Thi s is to let you ~now 
t ~a t I rec eived your deta iled letter of t h e 
26th . I have s ent a co py to .•J.anhei m bhapiro o 

If our Board of Trustees desires any additional 
inf ormation , I till ge t i n touch with you . 

isb in~ you a good 1964 I remain , 

'incerely :; ours , 

~ ~ ~ 1~ -t= M.ry-J 
-~~~ r ~ 
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Ml/•J• 
cot Or.~ Cahn 

"'· '" ..... .., Or. ·~ •• ,..., 
bee: Mr. Irvin Fane 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Erwin L. Herman {with suggestion to share with Reg. & Sr. Staff) 
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Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath 

OLIVER BUILDING 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

February 12, 1964 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

My former associate, Howard t. Greenberger, now of 
the Law School raculty of New York University, has sent me a copy 
of a letter received by Dr. Edmond Cahn from Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
amplifying his and Rabbi _Alexander Schindlerts views in favor of 
private Reform Jewish All Day Schools. 

I note that Rabbis Kaufman and Schindler "do not 
envisage a chain of parochial schools established by the UAHC, 
or even its sponsorship of a single such school",. They r~ther 
hope that private individuals would sponsor private schools, with 
a Jewish religious program which is Reform rather than Orthodox 
in its approach. 

I also note your own remarks on Excellence Through 
Learning, and Dr. Glueck-s call for an Educated Elite as r.ep9rted 
in American Judaism, as well as the report that Rabbi Schindler, 
as Director of the Commission on Jewish Education, anal~zed the 
educational needs of the post-confirmand at the NATE conference 
in December. 

While the views of Rabbis Kaufman and Schindler 
may not necess~ily reflect any approved policy of UAHC, their 
respective positions of leadership may well involve UAHC in sup
port of their movement favoring "private schools which will offer 
a fully inte~rated program of general and Reform Jewish neligious 
instruction. . 

Rabbi Kaufman writes that he and Rabbi Schindler 
"envisage a (privately sponsored) Jewish Preparatory School not 
for the many but for the few, for those who desire an intensive 
Jewish education and on whose leadership the Jewish community of 
the future will have to rely." He also writes that they "feel that 
the knowledgeable leadership required by the American Jewish com
munity can only be prepared if sufficient time is allocated to 
secondary Jewish education". Are the Rabbis thus also implying 
that sufficient time can only be allocated to secondary Jewish 
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education in private prep schools with a religious program? If 
they are, I respectfully disagree. Although it may be more diffi
cult and involve greater discipline on the part of. the parents as 
well as tbe children, in my opinion attendance at a non-religious 
public or private all day school does not necessarily preclude 
sufficient time for a strong program of religious instruction at 
a part time religious school, for "the few". 

. . 
Are we to assume by their passing reference to 

Christian sponsored priv.ate schools which produced "not a few of 
America I s leaders", . in juxtaposition with their assertion that 
the vast majority of private schools "offer a strong program of 
religious instruction", that Rabbis Schindler and ·Kaufman believe 
that graduates of prep schools with a religious program--whether 
C-atholic or Jewish and whether :Reform or Orthodox--have leadership 
quallties superior to graduates . of prep school·s without religious 
programs? If so, I consider their view at least debatable. 

:Rabbis Kaufman arid Schindler also feel that parents 
who desire their children to possess a fuller Jewish education 
than offered in a part time school should have .an oppbrtunity to 
do so, noting that "even now a surprising number of :Reform Jews 
send their children .to Orthodox day schools". 

While I recognize that there is a great need for 
knowledgeable leadership in the American Jewish community and I 
believe that all of us share the responsibility for developing 
this leadership, I also believe it would be shortsighted for UAHC 
to encourage the establishment of Jewish all day schools. 

Reform Judaism had best survive and thrive without 
parochial schools,for self.;;.evident reasons best understood by Re
form Jews. In my· opinion, other ways must be found to develop 
leadership, both lay and professional. 

For example, if instead of favoring the esta~lish
ment of Jewish all day schools, Rabbis Kaufman and Schindler were 
to encourage the Reform Congregations to offer "the few" a more 
intensive Jewish education on a part time basis .six or seven days 
a week, the needs of "the few'' and their parents might well be 
met. I say this without any .knowledge of what efforts have been 
made along these lines in the past. Regardless, it would seem worth 
trying. There would probably continue to be a residual number who 
prefer the Orthodox day schools for their children, but my own im
pression is that they should not be the concern of the Reform Con
gregations. Many of them can be expected to graduate to Reform, as 
in the past. 
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At the same time, the part time program could reason
ably be expected, in my opinion, to have a wider appeal, attract
ing interested children of given aptitude whose parents would be 
opposed to an all day school 

Will you please hand the enclosed copy of this letter 
to Rabbi Kaufman. I am also sending a copy to Dr. Freehof whom 
I am asking for guidance in this matter. 

SK:BP 
Enc .. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
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Mortimer Taube 

Cha ir man of the Board 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman~ 

4833 RUGBY AVENUE 

BETHESDA 14, MARYLAND 

301 • 656-9500 

December 30, 1963 

I regret that your letter of December 18 reinforces rather than 

allays the fears which prompted my telegram of November 17. 

I am sure that I did not misunderstand the statement in the Times. 

As a matter of fact, I thought it expressed the same position you outlined in 

your letter. If you had read my telegram carefully, you would have noted that 

I, too, made a distinction between parochial schools sponsored by the Union, 

and secular day schools supported directly by individual Jews. Although I am 

not in favor of parochial schools supported by the Union, I would regard such 

schools as wholly within the American tradition and similar to other private 

schools sponsored by American religious groups. Qi the other hand, I would 

regard secular day schools as thoroughly un-American and part of the movement 

towards self-ghettoization. It is just because rabbis like yourself seem to have 

so little faith in the power of the religion you are supposed to preach that you 

feel it must be shored up with separatism in education and other activities. 

Let us face the hard fact of our disagreement with mutual respect 

for opposing positions. I urge you not to attempt again the mollification which 

is so apparent in your first paragraph. 

MT:pt 
CC: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman 

Faithfully yours, 

1/he'~/.,/ 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
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many of ur f In t rf v t ~,,rant$ uch rot , Exeter• S . rks. fleld, at entire g .ate sch ponsor by t lety of Fri Is ch rglnalty not d produced not few of •• l In telene•• lndu , art, and fN n four' Pres,ldentt, are spons I n r lo r '"1e vast fflajor rlc:an prfva 

... 

rs 
by 

Ion spcn$0red and _off r ng f rel lglous st 1 t currtc;.•1wn. eeent a1eet n • Headma land prtvote el ptfon of r t Id "our catal t we Chrf •~re 14hool. ly ts of J Is I are of th"l• and they have no. rl l'tt to e,u:,ec:t their ape ne1J<.1s. a tt W$ ·r~ tz p our f dst: rtunlty ~o bring ~1!!la of , t{r,tstlanl y o our Jewish brothers," , ' . 
lrebtlfty t t In $ome part of bit schooling th Jewish htld ought roughc Into c,dnta~t ,wfth c • of different r r reltglons That Is Why ' chooh • enCOllru,o Ing t colt • ratory y rs. only hope u r Ima • ra and In c 11 ego such broader l d b 

, t t(rely certain th3t ~he Jfc 
H f uc:h opportunity for lntegr Uy ary se . Publlc chools are neigh Ir nd 
. r 1 ly heterogentous In mak u-p. Last • Just as art 
•s-di att Nied public• hool I on., Haste¢hu1•tt 

. ' lsh 
few. for 
the J •• 

I hop thes 

•~ her , arrlng t eve~ on, wer lsh. 
r .f lt Amerlctn public school ayst rns un-
·• Jed r ratorv c:hool not for th rf'/ but for h an I I ewlsh edu tfon and fon ahos 1eaderahlp he fut will hav tor ly. 

full r und rs ndlng four po•lt1on. 

tnc. rely yours. 

\ 

f Maur(~e N/ lsendrath \ 
\ / \ 

,\ 

\ 
\ 

\. 

\ 
I 

\. 



Mr. Mortfmer Taube 
6820 Meadow L ne 
Chevy Chase 15, Haryland 

Dear Mr. Taube: 

replying to your telegram sent during the UAHC 
11 ly expressing your strong s nse of 

dlsagr nt with the statement that appeared In the 
ew York Tims concerning Jewish day schools . I hop 

you w111 excuse the delay Jn this respons but w have 
been working st di yon t e reet sea of mall th t 
pll d up durln the DI nnlal, mall th t concern d so 

ny f cets of the Bl~nnlal program and then s stories 
that emanated fr It. 

I thought It wJs st that Rabbi Kaufman and Rabbi 
Srhlndl r, whose names are mentlo d In the story, 
writ to you. giving the fuller b ckground to their 
e>epresslons. As they wlll explain, their r rks c me 
as a r ply to qu stlons posed by the N York Ti s 
reporter In n Int rvlew and wer not made on th 
81 nnla1 floor. The subject of day schools did com to 
the floor but with the concurrence of all the d legate 
was sent to the C tsslon on Jewish Education for de
tall d study nd subs u nt r port. 

You wlll be h ring fr one of th two abov ntloned 
rabbis In a day or two. 

With kfnd st r etlngs, 

Cordially yours, 

\ 

\ 
\ 

Maurice N. Elsendrath 

MNE/ejm 

\ 
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, CLASS e;'F SERVICE 

This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char# 
actcr is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAM 

• w. P. MARSH A LL. PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL= Day Letter 

NL=Nigh t Letter 

LT -ln tcrnational 
- Letter Telegram 

LLA'B 2 1103P CST NOV 17 63 CTA807 PA368 

P WA368 ti. PD TDW CHE.VY CHASE MD 1 7 

RABBI r~URICE EI SENDRA TH 

1963 NOV I PM f r ; 2 I 

CONVENTION OF ll'HC JUL TON HOTEL CHGO 

THE STATlltENTS BY P.ABBIS KAUFMAN AND SCHINI1.ER ON JEWISH DAY 

SCHOOLS AS REPORI'ED IN THE NEW YORK TH1ES TODAY REPRESENTS 

THE NADIR OF RF.FORM J UDAISM AS A VITAL RELIGION IN /\MERICA,. 

PAROCHIAL Rll.IG.IOUS SCHOOLS MAY HAVE SOME JUSTIFICATION HOWEVER 

SLIGHT BUT FOR RABBIS TO AD\.TOCA1E SECULAR DAY SCHOOLS IEMONSTRATES 

THEIR BANKRUPTCY AS Rll.IGIOUS LEADERS WILL IT BE NECESSA RV 

TO CREATE A NEW CORroRATE VOICE OUTSIDE OF THE UAHC TO FIGHT 

SEC11.ARIST TENDENCIES IN REFORM JUD#.ISM AND TO PROVIDE A RALL YING 

GIDUND FOR Rll..lGIOUS JEWS WHO FIND BOTH SECULARISM AND RITUALISTIC 1~ 
ORTHOOOXY SPIRITUALLY OTIOSE? I BEG YOU TO TAKE A STAND ON ,,.... ..... , .cJ~ 

THIS QUESTION r < • ~ () V ' 
MORTIMER TA UBE. CHEVY CHASE MD. /~ 't~(J)l ._/ .,,. \v ~),.. -·;: 
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Kr . Mortfm r Tube 
6820 Meadow Lane 
Chevy Chas 15 , Maryland 

Dear Mr . Taub 

D cember 17, 1963 

I am replying to your telegram sent durrng the U HC 
Biennial Assembly expressing your strong sen e of 
dlsagreeme t with th statement that appeared in the New York Times concerning Jewlsh day schools . I hope 
you will excuse the delay In this response but we have been working steadtl1 on the gr at sea of mail that 
pll d up during the Btennl 1, mall that cone rned so 
many facts of the Biennial program and th news stories that emanated from It . 

I thought ft wisest that Rabbi Kauf n nd R bbl 
Schindler , who e names re me tloned in the story , 
write to you , giving the full r background to their 
expression . As they will explain , th ir r rks came as reply to questions posed by the New York Times 
reporter In an interview nd were not mad on the 
Biennial floor. The subject of day schools did come to the floor but wfth the concurrence of all the delegates was sent to the Commission on Jewish Education for detailed study ~nd a subsequent report . 

You will be hearing from on of the two bovementloned 
rah Js in a day or two . 

With kindest greetings , I am 

Cordlelly yours, 

Maurice N. Efsendr th 

MNE/ejm 



Mr. Mortimer Taube 
6820 Me dow Lane 
Chevy Ch se 156 Maryland 

Oear Mr. Taube: 

Dec ber 17, 1963 

I r plytng toy ur telegr sent during the UAHC 
81 nnl I As ly expressing your strong sense of 
dlsagr ement with the st•tement t ta peered In the 
New York Times concerning Jewish day school, . I hop 
you wl11 -,«.use th d lay rn this resf)Onse but we have 
been working ste dity on th greats of mall that 
piled up during the 01 nnfal. II tiult concerned so 

ny facets of the Blennlal program and the news stories 
that eman ted fr It. 

I thought It wlsest that bt K ufman nd ab I 
s~hlndler, whot nemes are mentioned tn th story, 
write to you. gl Ing the fuJter background to their 
expressions. As they wl11 explain, th Ir remarks came 
, a r ly to questions posed by the ew York Times 

reporter In an Interview and w r not mad on the 
lennla1 floor. The subject of day schools did come to 

the floor but with the concurrence of all th delegates 
was sent to the Commission on Jewish Education for de-
tafled study and a subsequent report . 

You wtll b hearing from on of the two bovem ntloned 
rabbis in a day or two . 

With kindest greetfngs, I 

Cordlally yours, 

Maurice N. Elsendrath 

MNE/ Jm 



Dr. Edmond Cahn 
New York University 
School of Law 
Washington Square 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Cahn, 

JJ-r..~~ 

I~ 
Dr. Eisendrath was kind enough to share with me and with Rabbf Schindler your 
letter of November 18, in which you take strong objection to/ our statement on 
Day Schools as reported in the New York Times. Needless to say, we are exceed-
ingly unhappy to have incurred the displeasure of someone hold in high esteem. 
But we attribute your reaction at least in part to a ca~u reading of the Times 
article, to an emphasis and concentration on the o interpolation rather 
than to our own statements; and we are hopeful that a knowledge of our real 
views, far from incurring your displeasure, may actually gain your approbation. 

Let me say at once that we do not envisage a chain of parochial schools estab
lished by the Union, or even its sponsorship of a single such school. We favor 
the establishment of .a-"private schoo~ sponsored by individuals and not an 
organization which will offer a fully integrated program of general and Reform 
Jewish religious instruction. Rabbi Schindler ts statement, quoted fully in the 
New York Times, is quite specific on this point: ''Rabbi Schindler stated that 
the movement was not contemplating the sponsorship of a Day School System, adding 
that 'no budgetary request will be made.• However, he expressed the hope that a 
number of private individuals would sponsor such an All Day School and give it a 
Jewish religious program which is Reform rather than Orthodox in its approach. 11 

We favor the establishment of such a school because we feel that parents who 
desire their children to possess a fuller Jewish education than that offered in 
a part-time school should have an oppo~tunity to do so (even now a surprising 
number of Reform Jews send their children to Orthodox Day Schools), and because 
we feel that the lmowledgeable leadership required by the American Jewish com
nrunity can only be prepared if sufficient time is allocated to secondary Jewish 
education. 

Is the desire to establish such a school really un-American and the "despair 
of the basic .American promise"? We think not! Surely the American ideal does 
not insist on the government's monopoly of the right to educate the child. So 
long as the child's education includes whatever instruction is necessary to 
inspire a commitment to .American ideals and institutions it may be given under 
private as well as public auspices, whether religious or secular. ./ 

Were private schools really to be un-Amarican, we would have to close the Grotons, . 
the Exeters, the St. Markses, the Deerfields, and that entire grou of • _.,}~ 
private schoots .s~p}-'8d by the Society of Friends, schools which argel note~ ~ 
produced a"Fe~~~ of America's leaders in science, industry', an art, and 
even some of our Presidents. The vast majority of American private schools are 
denomination~ sponsored and offer a strong program of religious instruction 
supplementing the regular curriculum. At a recent meeting of H3admasters of 
New England private schools, a delegation of Reform rabbis was told "our catalog 
notes that we are a Christian-sponsored school. Surely the parents of Jewish 
children are aware of this and they have no right to expect us to meet their 
specific religious needs. As a matter of fact, we recognize their presenc~in 
our midst as a unique opportunity to bring the message of Christtanity to our 
Jewish brothers." 
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Granted the desirability that in some part of his schooling the Jewish 
chi~e brought into contact with children of different races or reli
gion . That is why we view our Day School as encompassing the college 
preparatory years, only hopeful that in the primary years and in college 
such broader exposition would be afforded. With all that, we are not 
entirely certain that the American public school system does actually 
afford such opportunity for integration, especially in the primary and 
secondary schools. Public schools are neighborhood affairs and neighbor
hoods are not generally heterogenious in make up . Last year, just as an 
instance, Rabbi Schindler ' s daughter attended a public school in Newton, 

~J-~ and all of the children in her class, barring not even one, were Jewish. 

~ ope these lines give you a fuller understanding of our 'position. Cer
tainly we would welcome your reaction and your counsel . 

Cordially, 

s 
r~·~~-~ 

~ _l...J;..,~ . -.......,1..A.-'11 ~ w-~ 

L ~~ ~v--vv-i1 1-t(,..._ 
~+v '11l4 4 

nf.-_ 

Jl--1· (J 

~L~"&-'U 

k ~~ifJ 

t~~LL 
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Dac ... e _ ___;;;Dc....:e....;;;c....;;;e=m=b~er=--1=7.._,;J-..Cl=9C-"6e...3'--__ _ 

FronmL-_---=!R~a~b:!::b=-i_,A~l~e"""x~a=.±n~d .... e~r-LMLa.._S....,...ch ..... 1...,·n...,d..._JL..ICe..._r _______ _ 

To, ______ ..±cR:.!::a!±!b~bc,!,i~Ja~y;:J._JK~a,!,.!u.f&.1·..!Jm1i.a!sl..nL___ _________________________ _ 

Copy for information of· _______________________________ _ 

Subjreci'--------------------------------------

The enclosed draft is in response to Edmond Cahn 1s letter. 
I think that Mortimer Taube can be sent substantially the same 
letter except~ly the opening and closing paragraphs. Judging 
by his telegram alone I would not off-hand consider myself as 
"holding him in high esteem" nor would I care to enter into} 
further dialog with him. 

Cucularfilled.--------------

Date Return.eel.-------------

Please return to signer of Memorandum when above hag been attended to. 
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Hr. urlce rnsteln 
Director of Conwnuntty Jannln-
CJFWF 
729 nt 

York• 19 

r Mr. rnstel : 

1h stat t n T New York Tfmd • s the result •Of n fntervlew 
and th re I• no statement r text beyon that fch ap red .. We 

es I other thf which I ot find their w y Into prfnt. 
ut I do not r 11th at this time. 

Th day t 1 SU ,s f rtaklng a study 
and Ill rt back tot l. 1SIUG$ f that of 
eona.anlty support. such•• Is ccorde t al orah. W lfare 
Funds 11 ns to th l tt r • a you so well knew. wl 11 
u ually to day schools. 

Another Its ts whether the UAHC should sponsor day sch ls. or 
short of th t eneour nd assl tour con,reg tlons to do sound r 
their own usptees. The d flnltlon of th d y school wl11 lay 
role In th out®me of ny detennlnatlon .. If they are pr SGhoo11 
for high school children.sch as those at ended by a host of our 

youngsters, even though they may be c:hurch oriented nd SUP-
rt , Id they draw Jes op s tt I on tha th e I tary sc:hoo 1 

such char t r1% t Ortho ox ffort. I b II v our le 
wl 11 OPPtRJQ a Ind of day school t this t I but ome of us who 
el I I th lute nee t-shy of form Jewish 11pr schools" 

wUI eekt convlncet othrwle rth yrs. Will 
•ucceed?: never thought social tlon would ave Its present 
r ttvity. The day school 1ssu wil1 re dfffleult and th 
outc l not ea1y to predict. 

Ith kind t r tings, I 

Sincerely yours, 

bbl Jay K ufman 
JI(/ J 
bee: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Jay Kaufman 

FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS, 
NATIONAL OFFICE: 729 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 00& 

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 212, PLAZA 7-545~·""A..._ ...... ___ ... 

January 15, 1964 

PRESIDENT 
LOUIS STERN, NEWARK 

VICE·PRESIOENTS 

MRS. JOSEPH COHEN, NEW ORLEANS 

A , D. DAVIS, CHICAGO 

LOUIS J. FOX, BALTIMORE 

D. LOU HARRIS, TORONTO 
JUDGE JRVING HILL, LOS ANGELES 

CARLOS L. ISRAELS , NEW YORK 

BENJAMIN LAZRUS, NEW YORK 

JUDGE THEODORE LEVIN, DETROIT 

SECRETARY 
LEWIS H. WEINSTEIN, BOSTON 

TREASURER 

EDWIN ROSENBERG, NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
831) Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

The New York Times on November 17, 1963 carried a story 
to the effect that you had spoken in favor of the All-Dey School 
as a Jewish educational program. 

I wonder if it would be possible for us to have a copy 
of the statement which produced that news item or any reports 
describing the position of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
on such programs? 

We will be very grateful. 

MAURICE BERNSTEIN 
Director of Community Planning 

MB:mc 



Hebrew Union ~ollege/ Jewish Institute of R eligion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIO NS 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

.1.Je ar Jay: 

CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

Department of Jewish Religious Education 

RABBI SYLVAN D. SCHWARTZMAN, Pa.D., Professor 

December 19, 1963 
DEC 2 3 19 " 

Thank you so very much for your prompt helpfulness. I 
certainly appreciate your securing the information for 
me, and I am very grateful. 

Hope everything is going well with you anct the family. 
All of us here sen<l our warm regar<ls. 

Yours, 

Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman 

SuS:jls 

(dictate<l by Rabbi Schwartzman but not signe<l by him) 



.... 

bbt Sy1v no. S hw rtzman 
HUC•JIR 
Clifton Avenu 
Cincinnati 20, Ohio 

r Sy1v n: 

have y r 1 ett r of D1ec:emb41u- 10th not I 
working on n rticl for the CCAR Journal 
of R form ay ch l . Be a sure I w11I 
any assist ne I aft In this~ nn ti . 

D er 17. 1963 

th you ere urr ntly 
d ling with th matter 

d 11 ht to ~ovfd 

P r your requ 1 ,, I lo-s e y of bbl Etsendrath' 1 °State 
of Or Union" ddr •• I have also enelo1 d a C:oPY of th Day 
c 1 fte• lutlon tu ltt d by Congr tlbn 8'nal tsr•e1 f Brl e
rt ( #XXV) eftd thfl Resolutlol'l which I SI d by the Bfennlal In 

Chk o (#XXV a) s It e o t of th& I nlal Resolutions C ltt • 

As regards the r solution of th New lngland for Rabblnat on 
this subject, I don•t hav a copy but I und r1tand It was passed 
unanimously by th New Engl nd Regl of th CCAR. Ken St In Is th 
ecretary of that group an I sure y u wf11 be able to obtain 
etalled fnformatl n by writing dlr etly to hi . 

So far as rtf/ memory serves • there was never any rt lcl on day 
schools In Amerlcan Judatsm. I dfd. however, cheek with the editor 
end wa dvlsed that tft,/ recollection fn thla IAst nee Is correct. 

I hop th able t provld wlll be of assistant•• 

Wfth w rme r ards, I am 

JK/ 1 
nc1. 

Slneer ly yours, 

Rabb I Jay Kaufman 
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Hebrew Union ~ollege/ Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

LJe ar Jay: 

CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

Department of Jewish Religious Education 

RABBI SYLVAN D. SCHWARTZMAN, PH.D., Professor 

December 10, 1963 

DEC 1 ') ,., 

I am presently working on an article for the CCAR Journal 
dealing with the subject of the Reform all-day school, 
and I am in need of certain information. I would appre
ciate it very much if you would kindly have your office 
obtain for me the following: 

(1) The statement by Dr. Eisendrath to his Board regard
ing the proposal to make a study of day schools as they 
might effect Reform Jewish education; 

i (2) A copy of the resolution in favor of day schools adopt
ed by the New England Reform rabbinate, together with a 
list of the names of those who voted in favor, anrl any who 
may have abstained or voted in the negative; 
' 
(3) A copy of the resolution on Reform day schools that 
was introduced at the recent Chicago Biennial and the de
cision that was rendered; 

(4) A copy of Dr. Eisendrath's "State of the Union" address 
at the recent Chicago Biennial. 

Also, if any material on the Reform day school appeared in 
American Judaism (I don't happen to recall it), I would 
also be very grateful to you for a copy. 

I will warmly appreciate your helpfulness. With all good 
wishes and best regards, I remain 

:01~ 
R~i Sylvan D. Schwartzman 

SLJS:jls 
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IMIIEIMI (Q) ~ANID> UIMI 

To 

Copy for information of ___________________________ _ 

Subject _____________ ___,. ___________________ _ 

Your letter to C hn was 

I etlng with ch who w ts to est bllsh R form-
Conserv tlve ay Sc 1 • Phtladelphta - Herzl Fish n, 
1111 report to you . 



r. Julius Schat 
Amerl een J wt sh Congr $S 
IS ast 84th Street 
N York 28, New York 

Dear Juli : 

The tat nt In Th Tl es w $ the result of n Int rvlew and there 
Is no st tement or t t beyond th t which pp red. We may h ve 
said other things which did not find thefr w y Into print, but I do 
not r c 11th t thl tlm • 

Th d y-school I ue f of many part . We r undertaking study 
nd will report b ck to the BJennlal. On of th Issues Is th t of 

communfty support, such s Is ccorded the Tal d Torah. Welfare 
Fund making alloc tlons to the latter will usually refuse to help 
day- chools. Another f sue is wheth r the UAHC should spo or day• 
schools, or short of that ncourege nd assist our congregations to 
do sound r their own auspices. Th definition of the d y•school will 
play role In the outcome of any det rmination. If they are prep 
schools for hlgh school children, such as those attended by hosts of 
our own youngsters. even though thy may be church ori nted and up• 
ported• ~uld they draw le s opposition than the elementary school 
such s char tterizes the Orthodox effort. t believe our people wlll 
oppose any kfnd of day-school a this ti but some of us who believe 
In th fr eb olute neco shy wll I seek to convince them otherwise over 
the years. Wf11 we succeed? We never thought socl 1 eetfon would 
have Its present rec ptlvfty. The daywsc;;hool Issue wtl I lie more 
dlfflcuft nd th outcome I not ea y to predict. 

With wa re rd , I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabb I Jay Kaufman 
JK/eJ 



AMERICAN J SH CONGRESS 

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE • 15 EAST 84TH STREET • NEW YORK 2B, N . Y. • TRAFALGAR 

Dr. Jay Kaufman, Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Jay: 

November 20, 1963 

Of course I was surprised and interested to read the New York Times report 
about the changing position of UAHC on the Day School. I am anxious to 
receive a copy of the full text of your statement and any resource and 
related material that may be available. 

As a matter of fact, I am facing the same dilemma within the American Jewish 
Congress where there are pressures on both sides. 

Thank you. With appreciation and with warmest regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

JS/mj 

NATION AL OFFICERS 
JOACHIM PRINZ, President 

SHAD POLIER, Chairman Governing Council 

JULIAN FREEMAN, Ca-Chairman Governing Council 

SOLOMON N. PETCHERS, Treasurer 

JACOB LEICHTMAN, Co-Treasurer 

THEODORE J. KOLISH, Secretary 

WI LL MASLOW, Executive Director 

Vice-Presidents: 

FRANK ABRAMS, New York 
PAUL G. ANNES, Chicago 
WILLIAM S. COHEN, St. Louis 
MAX DOFT, New York 
MAX A. KOPSTEIN, Chicago 
LEON KRONISH, Miami Beach 
STANLEY H. LOWELL, New York 
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, Cleveland 
I. H. PRINZMETAL, Beverly Hills 

ius Schatz, Director 
ommunity Services 

THELMA RICHMAN, Philadelphia 

IRVING ROSENBLATT, JR., San Francisco 

HARRY E. SCHACTER, New York 

HOWARD M. SQUADRON, New York 

GUS J. SOLOMON, Porlland 

LILLIAN STEINBERG, New Yark 

SIDNEY STONEMAN, Baston 

ADRIAN UNGER, New Jersey 

Honorary President 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, Jerusalem 

Honorary Vice-Presidents : 

SIGMUND W . DAVID, Chicago 

SIDNEY HOLLANDER, Baltimore 

HORACE M. KALLEN, New York 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, New York 

ISIDOR TEITELBAUM, New York 
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August 9, 1963 

Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 
Congregation B'nai Israel 
2710 Park Avenue 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Dear Sandy, 

I just received the report of the UABC Interim Advioory 
Resolutions Committee and first on my pile is the resolution 
offered by Bridgep<)rt expressing its unalterable opposition to 
the institution of Day Schools in the Reform M:>vement. I can't 
help but react to it and to express my disappointment in it, for 
several reasons: Imprimis, I believe that had your Congregation 
been given an opportunity to hear a proponent of the Day School 
program before passing on this resolution, l doubt very much 
whether it would have passed - certainly not in the form in 
which it is offered and secondly, I am opposed, on general 
principle, to negative resolutions when no positive resolution 
has been offered or is in the process of being offered. You 
are using up your ammunition before you see }"Our enemy's form 
and you serve his cause in the process. (As a veteran of the 
army, I expect such military inefficiency from an ex-sailor). 

Let me react to the various paragraphs of your resolution one 
by one: 

Paragraph Ul. - The second verse implies that Reform Judaism 
stands alone in striving to develop a Jewish commitment which 
will enable uthe American Jew to fulfill his God-given mis~ion 
among all his fellow citizens. " Needless to say, we are not 
alone in such a quest and to say so is a gratuitou sluT on the 
aspirations and achievements of our Orthodox and Conservative 
brethren. 

Paragraph 2. - The impU.cation that the Day School aims tc 
''divorce the Jew from involvement of the wider community" ts un
warranted. QUite the contrary is true. There is not a shred of 
evidence to show that graduates of private schools are less will• 
ing servants of the general communi,ty than are graduates of 
public schools. Private schools emphasizing~ religious program 
seek to achieve integration in a pluralistic society without 
sacrificing the particularistic strain. Presumably, the .American 
system demands no such sacrifice. 
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Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero August 9, 1963 - 2 -

Paragraphl3. - I am all for utilizing the " free time" which your 
Congregation says is available for the purposes of Jewish education, 
but now - honestly, Sandy, what free time? Haven't you ever heard 
of ballet class~s and piano lessons and football practice? And are 
our congregants willing to give the little time that is available? 
Have you ever· tried switching the one day religious school program 
to a three day religious school program and met the enthusiastic 
consent of the majority of your congregants? I agree, of course, 
that our summer time, all available time, in fact, should be used 
ever-increasingly to serve the purposes of more intensive Jewish ed
ucation. 

Paragraph #4. • This is one whopper of a sentence; it is so all
encompassing, in fact, that it is practically meaningless. The 
adult Jew living in an integrated community faces many problems -
some of them are going to be solved by his attendance in public 
schools, others., PY &·ttendance in a day school; many of his probhms 
will be solved by neither, having their roots, and hence their 
solutions, in realms other than the formal academic program preparing 
~im for life. Let me throw a few other thoughts in the hopper here: 
does the public school really prepare for an integrated community in 
all its aspects? In most larger cities public schools are neighbor
hood affairs and neighborhoods are generally not heterogeneous in 
make-up; my own daughter, as an instance, attends a public school two 
streets down from our h()1lle and not one of the children in her class 
is non-Jewish. Another thought still: an unusually great proportion 
of Jewish children attend private schools even now . (40% of the 
students of last year•s confirmation class of Temple Israel here in 
Boston, went to private and not public school). and many of these 
private schools are denomination sponsored preparatory schools, 
Christian Day Schools in effect. Were some of these private school 
students to attend an institution offering a Jewish program, would 
the public school system really be endangered? would not the cause of 
religious education be advanced? 

Paragraph #5. - No one at this time suggests that the Reform Movement 
officially sponsor a day school. No budgetary allocations are con• 
templated. It is my own hope that a number of private individuals 
will sponsor such a school and give it a Jewish religious prog~am 
content Reform in its approach. I might note, marginally, that every 
evidence Al Goldstein and I have been able to gather, points to an 
econ6mic.ally self-sufficient if not profit-making venture in this realm. 
Preparatory schools here in New England are bulging at the seams and 
are not lacking in finances. Not a penny of the Union's budget would 
have to go to such a project even if a day school's establishment 
under official Union auspices were contemplated, which it is not. 
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aabbi Sanford Shapero August 9, 1963 

Paragraph #6. - Amen to the first sentence: the environment which the 
adult Jew provides for his children is indeed crucial and adult 
education is an indispensible aspect of our overall effort in the 
realm of Jewish rearing. But don't you think ~e serve to improve 
this environment when we rear young people who ,1eally know something 
about Judaism? 'talk of 11 juvenilizing our religious outlook!'.' Our 
adult Jewish education program is on a juvenile basis precisely 
because by and large in our congregations we are dealing with adults 
whose Jewish knowledge is on an elementary school level. 

Paragraph #7. - There is a danger that such pressure will be forth
coming but this danger is mitigated by two balancing forces. To 
begin with, I do not envisage financial difficulty and, secondly, 
Reform Judaism's Social Action program is so well established, that 
it will always be able to exercise a restraining influence 011 tendencies 
of this sort. 

That's about the size of it, Sandy, and having said what I did, I feel 
better. I guess my writing these lines was a kind of self•therapy. I 
take comfort in the knowledge that my views are shared by our colleagues 
here in New England who, as you will remember, voted unanimously to urge. 
the establishment of such schools under Reform guidance. 

I still love you. 

As ever, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

LC 
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O REFORM RABBIS man and Schindler said they ments expressed by Orthodox /J. had obser; ed that the gradu- Jewish lead~rs ~t . a ~onvention 
ates of th~ Jewish day schools of the Rehg10us Z1omsts of 

BACK DAY SCHOOLS . · . . . America this week at Long "are ~ovmg mto_ rankmg po_s1- Beach, L. I. 
tions m the Jewish community ~abbi Schindler said that the 
and they are enriching Jewish Reform movement was not con

Leaders Shift Position-See religious life." Many of these templating the sponsor~hip of a 
day school products they said day school system, addmg. that 

Enrichment of Religion enter the Reform ;abb!nate. ' "n-o budgetary requests will be • made." 
Long Silent on Schools However, he expressed · the 

By IRVING SPIEGEL While Reform Judaism has hope that a "number of private 
spcci!I to Th• N•w York Tim•• I never been on record as op- individuals would sponsor such 

CHICAGO Nov. 16 ,_ Two -Posing the Jewish day school an all-day school and give it a 
leaders of 'American Reform 'movement, its silence on the Jewish religious program which 
Judaism, in an unusual change subject has been interpreted as ~s }'.teform rather than Orthodox 
of position, expressed today opposition, or, at best, grudg- m its approa?h." . 
their strong support of the all- ing acquiescence. Rabbi Schindler said he did 
day Jewish schools, the greater At the present time, Reform not view the all-day Jewish 

, majority of which are under Judaism conducts religious schools as a threat to the public 
Orthodox sponsorship. schools for only one two or school system or a violation of 

J This view was expressed by three days a week. Th~se class- the principle of separation of 
Rabbi Jay Kaufma.n, vice presi- es are conducted in the after- church and state. 
dent of the Union of American noon and on weekends. "There is not a shred of evi
Hebre~ Congregatio_ns, the in- Reform Judaism differs radi- ~ence," Rabbi Schindler said, 
fluential representative b?dY of cally from Orthodoxy ·in its ap- to show that t~e graduates of 
651 Reform ~_ynagogues m th~ proach to Jewish observances. the. al_l-day Jewish schools, or 
Western Hem1~phere, a_nd Rabbi Orthodox Jews re ard the Christian scho?l~ for that mat
Alexander Schmdler, director of Torah compr· . th g f' t 1 . ter, are less wilhng servants of 

I 
the union's Division of Religious b k ' f M ismg d' e irs 1

1
ve the general community than are Education. _oo s? . oses, as ivme reve a- graduates of the public schools." 

I The union, with international twn, literally the woi d of God. Recently, the New England 
headquarters in New York, On the 0ther hand• Reform Jews Reform rabbinate endorsed the I opened its 47th biennial general ;.egar~ th~ Torah as w,~itten by concepts of the all-day Jewish 
assembly at the Conrad Hilton God-m_spired auth0rs. . schools. The union's convention 

, Hotel today. Four thousand de!- Rabb~s Kaufman an~ Schm- resolutions committee is consid
egates from North and Central dler voICed the convict101: ~hat ering it for submission to the 
America have gathered here for the progra1;1 of J_ew1sh rehg10us delegates. 
the six~day meeting. . edu~at10n, mcludmg the al};day A recent report showed that 

Meetmg concurrently 1s the Jewish schools, was the con- more than 54,000 children were 
N_ational Federation of Temple cern_ of the ~~ta! ~ewish com- attending 275 Jewish day 
Sisterhoods, the women's mumty, mentmg its material schools,- the majority of them 
branch of Reform Judaism, now support." under Orthodox auspices, and 
observing its 50th anniversary. In this sense, the Reform that 179 schools with 40,000 

In interviews, Rabbis Kauf- Jewish leaders echoed senti- pupils were in New York. 



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW 

WASHINGTON SQUARE 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 

26th December 1963 

Union of Pmer ican Hebrew Congregations 
38- Fifth J\ venue 

Nev York 21 , N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

Your letter of December 17th on behalf of 
yourself and Rabbi ~chindler saddens me . lha t ou 
propose vould not only discard the democratic aspira
tions a t the heart of Reform Judaism but would also 
imperil the civil rights and liberties of merican 
Jews . Perhaps others will perceive the danger . 

EC : mds 

cc : Dr . aurice N. Eisendrath 

Sincerely yours, 

) 
/ 

( 

Edmond Cahn 
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Dr. Edmond Cahn 
New York Unlv•rslty 
School of Law 
Washington Square 
New York. New York 

Dear Dr. Cahn: 

D ember 17, 1963 

Rabbi £1sendr th was kind enough to share with me and with Rabbi 
Schlndler your lett r of November 18th, in which you take strong 
objection to our statement on Day Schools as reported In the New 
York Times.. Needless to say, we are exceedingly unhappy to have 
Incurred the dlspleasur• of someone we hold In high est . But 
we ttrlbute your r action at least In part to a casual reading of 
the TJ s artJe1e, to an enphasfs and coneentratton on the Journal
ls6•s interpolation rather than to our own statements; and we art 
hopeful that a knowt dge four real views, far from lnc:ur,rng your 
dis 1$3sure, may actually gain your approbatfon. 

let say at once that we do not envisage a chain of parochial 
schools establithed by the UAHC, or even Its eponsorshfp of a sJngle 
such school. We favor. the est b11shment of prfvate schools sponsored 
by lndtvl ua1s and not n organization which wl1 t offer a fully fnte
grated program of general and Reform Jewish re1tglou, lnstruetfon. 
Rabbi Schlndler•s •tatement. quoted fu11y fn the New York Thnea, Is 
quite specific on that pohtt: 11Rabbl Schindler stated that the move,. 
ment was not contemplating the sponsor•hfp of a Day School System. 
adding that 'no bud etery request wftl mad.• However, he xpr ss• 
ed the hope that a number of prfv•te fndtvldua1s would sponsor such 
an All Day School nd give it Jewish re1fg1ous progr• which Is 
Reform r ther than Orthodox In Its appro ch." 

We favor thee tabllshment of such a school because we feel that 
parents who desire their children to possess a fuller Jewish educa• 
tlon that\ that off4red In a part•tlme schoot should have an opportunity 
to do so (even now• surprfslng number of Reform Jews send their 
children to Orthodox Day Schools), and because we feel that th 
knowledgeable leadership required by the Amer1ean hwfsh community can 
only be prepared If sufficient tim fa allocated to secondary Jewish 
dueatlon. 

ts the desire to establish such a school rally un•Amerlcan and the 
"despair of the baste: American promise"? We thlnk not! Surely th 
American Ideal does not Insist on the golternment•s monopoly of the 
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rfght to educate the ehl1d. So long as the chltd•s education 
fneludes whatever Instruction Is ne~essary to ln.aplr a eoamtt
ment to American Ideals and tnstltutfons It may be given under p 

rlvat as well as public auspices, whether religious or secular. 

W re private schools really to be un-Ailerlcan, we would have to 
~lose the Grotons, the Ex•ters, the St. Markses, the Deerflel ds, 
and that entire group of private tchools sponsored by the Society 
of Friends, schools which marginally noted produced not a few of 
Amert~•& 1 ders Tn science, Industry, and art, and even some 
of our Presidents. The vast majority of American private schools 
re denomination sponsored and offer a strong program of religious 

Instruction supplementing the regular curriculum. At a recent 
meeting of Headmasters of New England private schools, a delegation 
of Reform rabbis was told "our catalog notes that we are a Christ Jan
sponsored school. Surely the parents of Jewlsh children are aware 
of this and they have no right to expect us to meet thei~ specific 
rellgfous needs. As a matter of fac.t. we recognize their presence 
In our midst as a unique o pOrtunlty to bring the message of 
Chrlsitlanfty to our Jewish brothers.11 

Granted the detlrabllfty that rn some part of hie schooling the 
Jewish child ought to be brought Into contact with children of 
different races or religions. That Is why we view our Day Schools 
as encompassing the college prepar•tory years, only hopeful that In 
the primary years and tn college such broader exposition would be 
afforded. Ith all that. wear not entirely certain that the 
American pub1 le ac.hool systelll does actually afford suth opportunf ty 
for fntegratlon. specially tn the prhrwtry and secondary schools 
Publle schools are neighborhood affairs and neighborhoods are not 
enera11y heterogenious tn make-up. Last y r, Just as en Instance, 

RabbJ Sehlndler•s daughter attended public school tn Newton. 
Ka1sadtu1etts and all of the children in her class. barrfng not 
even one, were Jewish. • 

Ag In. let me say th tour faith in the rlcan public school system 
remains undl lnlshed. We envisage a Jewish Preparetory School t 
for th ny but for the few. for those who desire an Intensive 
Jewish ducatton and fon whose leadership the Jewish cOlllllUnlty of 
th future wfll have to rely. 

I hope these lines give you a fu11er under•t•ndlng of our position. 
Certainty we would welcome your rea~tfon an your counsel. 

With kind t 9reettn91, I am 

Cord ta 11 y yours• 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/ejm 



Or . Edmond Cahn 
New York University 
School of Lew 
Washington Squar 
N York , New York 

Dar Or . Cahn: 

December 17 , 1963 

I re lying to your 1 tter sen during th UIHC Blennl l 
Assembly expressing your strong sense of dlsa reement with 
the st t ent th t appeared In the New York Tf s concern
Ing Jewish day choo1s . I hop you wfll excuse th d lay 
In thl respons but we have be~n worklng steadily on the 
great sea of mall that CQncerned so many facets of the Bi
ennial progratn and the news stories that nated from ft . 

I thought It wisest that Rabbi Kaufman and abbJ chlndler , 
whos name are ntioned In the saory, write to you , giving 
the fuller backfrounJ to their expressfons . As they wlll 
xplatn. their r rks came as a reply to uesttons posed by 

th N w York Times rePQrter In n int rvfew and were not ade 
on the Biennial floor . The subject of day schools did come 
to the floor but wJth th concurrence of all the delegates 
w s sent to the Commission on Jewish Education ford t l1ed 
study and a subsequ nt report . 

You wfll be he ring from one of the two abov ntfoned 
r b ts fn a day or two . 

With kindest greeting• I am 

Cordially . 

Hauriee N. Eisendrath 
MN /ejm 



Dr. Edmond Cehn 
New York Unfversfty 
School of Law 
washlngton Squar 
N York, New Yor 

Dear Dr. Cahn: 

Oecem er 17. 1963 

I am r plylng to your letter sent during th UIHC lennfal 
Assembly expressing your strong s nse of disagr ement with 
the statement that appear d ln the New York Times concern
ing Jewish day chools. f hope you wflt excuse the delay 
tn this respons but we have been workfng s eadl1y on the 
great sea of mafl that concerned so many fae ts of the IN 

enntal progr and the new storfe th t emanated from It. 

I thought It wfsest tat Rabbi Kaufman and Rabbf Schindler, 
whose names are mentioned in tn s$ory, write to you. giving 
the full r back§round to their expre$s1ons. As they wllt 
explain, their r arks c as a repfy toques Ions sed by 
the New York Tl es reporter tn an lntervrew an were not made 
on the Biennial floor . The subject of day schools did come 
to the floor but with the c:oncurrence of alt th defegetes 
was sent to the Commfs ion on Jewish Education fr detail d 
study and a subsequent r port. 

You will be ring from one of the two abovementloned 
ralibls in ad y or two. 

With kindest gr tings, 1 

Cordi 11y, 

Naurlee . Elsendrath 
MHE/ejm 



Or. Edmc,nd Cahn 
New York University 
Sc:hool of uw 
Washington Square 
New York. New York 

Dear Or. C hn: 

December 17. 1963 

I am replying to your letter sent during the U&HC Biennial 

Assembly expressing your strong sense of dtsagreement with 

th statt111ent thet appear d 1n th• New York TIMI concern• 

Ing Jewish day schools. I hope you wlll excuse the delay 

tn this response but w have been working steadily on the 

great sea of mall that conc:erned so many facets of the 81-

ennlal program and the news stories that emanated from It. 

I thought 1t wisest that R bbl Kaufl'lllln and Rabbi Schindler, 

whose nMes are ntloned In th• story, write to you. giving 

the fuller bac:k§rourcd to their expressions. As they wlll 

expteln, their remarks came as a reply to questions posed by 

the New York Times reporter In an Interview and were not made 

on the llennlal floor. The subject of day schools did come 

to the floor but with the concurrence of a11 the delegates 

was sent to the Commission on Jewish Education for detalled 

study and a subsequent report. 

You wll 1 be hearing from one of the two abovement Ion d 

rabbis In a day or two. 

With kindest greetings, I am 
Cordially, 

Maurice N. Elsendrath 

MNE/ejm 



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW 

WASHINGTON SQUARE 

Dr . Uaurice N. Eisendrath 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth .P. venue 
New York, New York 

Dear Dr . Eisendrath: 

NEW YORK 3 . N.Y. 

18th November 1963 

l ith profound distress we read in the New York 
Times of yesterday that Rabbis Jay Kaufman and l.lexander 
Schindler have recommended a course that means abandoning 
the ideals of Reform Judaism and retreating to an educa
tional and cultural ghetto . If these two rabbis have 
come to despair of the basic American promise , surely 
the Union must repudiate their leadership and reaffirm 
its own faith in democracy . Heretofore , we have left 
medieval methods to Orthodoxy . They are totally irrecon
cilable with Reform Judaism and would soon destroy it . 

The Union owes its members an uncompromising 
answer . 

f~tyoR 
Edmond Cahn 

"!C:mds 
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November 20th, 1963 

Professor .Edmond Cahn 
New Yorlc University School of Law 
Washington Square 
New York 3, New York 

Dear Professor Cahn; 

This will acknowledge your letter ot Nov

ember 18th to Dr. Eieendrath which arrived while 

ne is presentl)r out of the oity. 

Be assured your communication will be 

brought to his attention immediately upon his re

tum to the office. 

Very truly yours, 

Ann Johansen, Secretar.v 



Dr. Edmond Cahn 
New York University 
School of Law 
Washington Square 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr• Cahn, 

Dr. Eisendrath was kind enough to share with me and with Rabbi Schindler your 
letter of November 18, in which you talce strong objection to our tatement on 
Day Schools as reported in the New York Times. Needless to say, tie ar exceed
ingly unh ppy to have incurred the displeasure or someone we hold in high e teem. 
But we attribute your reaction at least in part to a casual reading or the Times 
article, to an emphasis and concentration on the journal's interpolation rather 
than to our own statementsJ and we are hopeful that a knowledge of our real 
views, far from incurring your displeasure may actually gain your approbation. 

Let me say at once that we do not envisage a chain of parochial schools estab
lished by the Union, or even its sponsorship of a single such school. tie favor 
the establishment of a private school, ponsored by individuals and not an 
organization which will offer a fully integrated program of general and Reform 
Jewish religious instruction. Rabbi Schindler' a statement, quoted fully in the 
New York Times, i quite specific on this points "Rabbi Schindler stated that 
the movement was not contemplating the apon■orahip of Day School Syetem, addin 
that 'no budgetary request will be made. ' However, he expr 11ed the hope that a 
number of private individuals would sponsor such an All Day School and give it a 
Jewish religious program which is Reform rather than Orthodox in it approach." 

We favor the est blishment of auch a school because we feel that parents who 
desire their children to poaaees fuller Jewieh education than that offer din 
a part-.time school should have an oppottunity to do eo (even now a surpri in 
number of Reform Jews send their children to Orthodox Day Schools), and becaue 
we feel that the knowledgeable leadership required by the .American Jewish com
munity ean onl be prepared if sufficient time 18 allocated to secondary Jewish 
education. 

Is the desire to establi h such a school really un-American and the "despair 
of the basic American promise"? We think notl SUrely the American ideal does 
not insist on the government's monopoly or the right to educate the child4 So 
long as the child's education includes whatever instruction is necessary to 
inspire commitment to .American ideals and institutions it may be given under 
private as ~ell as public auspices, whether religious or secular. 

Were private schools really to be un-Anllrican, we would have to close the Grotons, 
the Exeters, the St. Markses, the Deerfields, and that entire group of 
private schools sponsored by the Sooiety of Friends, schools which largely noted 
produced a preponderance ot .Ameriea•s leaders in science, industry, and art, and 
even some of our Presidents. The vast majority of American private acboole are 
denom:inationally sponsored and offer a strong program of religious inetruction 
supplementing the regular curriculum. At a recent meeting of ~adma.stera of 
New England private schools, a delegation of eform rabbis was told "our catalo 
notes that we are a Christian- ponsored eehool. Surely the parenta of Jewish 
children are aware of this and the7 have no right to expect us to meet their 
specific religious neede. As a matter or fact, we recognize their pr aencein 
our midst as a unique opportunity to bring the measag of Cbriatlanity to our 
Jewish brothers." 
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Granted the desirability that in ome part of' his schooling the Jewi h 
child be brought into contact vith children or different racea or reli
gionn. That is why we view our Day School as encompassing the college 
preparatory year-a, only h~eful that in the primary years and in college 
such broader exposition " ld be afforded. With 11 that, we are not 
entirely certain that the American public eohool system does actually 
a.f.ford such opportunity for integration., especially in the primary and 
secondary school. Public schools are neighborhood affairs and neighbor
hoods are not enerally beterogenious in roake up. Last 7ea-r, just as an 
inst nee, Rabbi Schindler •e d ughter attended a public school in Newton, 
and all of tho children 1n her class, barring not. even one, were Jewi ·h, 

I hope these li ~s give you a fuller understanding of our osition. Cer
tainly we would welcome your reaction and your counsel. 

Cordially; 
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Dr. Edmond Cahn 
w York University 

School of Law 
'Washin on Square 
N v York, N.., Y, 

Dear Dr• Cahn, 

Drfi Eiaendrath 1i a kind enough to hare with me aod with abbi Schindler your 
letter of ovember 18, in ldlich you take atron objection to our tatement on 
Da,- School as reported in the New York Ttrnee o Needlese to say, we ar xce d
ingl.y unhappy to have 1neurr d the dieplea u:r or someone we hold in high e tee. 

:t we ttri te your reaction at least :1n part to a casual. re ding of the Times 
article, to an hasi and concentration . the journal • s int rpol tion r ther 
than to our own t t ntsJ and we aN Jlopet"ul that a knowledge or our real 
Viewer,£ from incurring your displeaaur ay ctually gain your approbationo 

Let e at once that e do not en'Vieage a chain of parochi 1 choola e tab-
11ahed by th Union, even its sponaor,bip of a ingle ob school. favor 
the establishment of a private school, epon or~d by individualo d not an 
organization which tdll offer a !'lllly int grated program of wneral and Reform 
Jewish religious in truction. Rabbi Sohindler- •1 tement, quoted fully in the 
N w York Ti.'llee ~ is .uite oific on this ointt bb1 Schindler stated th t 
the ov, ent wa not contemplating the sponaorabip of Day School System, adding 
tb t •no budgetary req eet will be made~ ' ev r, he xpressed the hope that 
number of priva e individuals would spaneor such an All Day School nd g!•e it a 
Jewish religious program which is Reform r th r than Orthodox in it appr aoh." 

Wi favor the establishment or such a ehool because we fe l that paren ho 
desire the1.r children to po e a M r Jewi h education than that ottered in 
a part-time school should ha'Ye an oppofltunity to do o {even now a surprising 
n er or R torm Jew& end their cbildr n to Orthodox Day Schools), an b ca e 
we feel th t the knowledge ble leaderehip required by the eric n Jewi h com
munity ean only be pre ed if' autrioi nt time i allocated to econdarr Jewish 
education. 

I• th desir to establish eucb a school :really un-American and the "de pair 
or the basic American promise"? We think not I ely the American ide l do s 
not insist on the gov rnmant • monopoi,- or the right to educate the child~ So 
long as the child ' s eduction includes hatever instruction i8 nee a ary to 
inspire a commi:tment to llioan ideal and institutions it may b giv n under 
pri~ t.e as 11 public auspices, whether relig!ou or aecularo 

re priva ;e schools really to be un ... .ADl!lrican, w would have to close the ot n , 
the Exeters, the t.. ks s, the Deerfield, and that ntire group of 
priv te obools eponsored b7 th Society of Friends, schools which largely noted 
produced a preponderance of Americ •a leaders in cience, industry, and art, and 

ven ome of our Pre ident ~ The 'hat jority of Am rican private chool are 
denominationally sponsor d and offer strong program of religious instruction 
supple enting the regular curricul • At a r cent meeting of Jbadmaater Qt 
Nev England private eabools, a delegation or Retorm rabbi& waa old "ou.ri ca log 
notes that -ue are a C~iati -sponsored 1cbool. SUr ly the pal" nt • of Je1dsh 
children ar aware of thia n they have no right to expect us to et their 
epacif'ic religious needs. a matter or fact, e recognize their pr eencein 
our midst as a unique opportunity to bring the measa of Chr;tatt.anit:y to our 
Je ieh broth r • " 
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Oranted th d sirabi11ty that in aom part or hi• •cboollng the Jewish 
child oug t into contact with cbildr,n ot different raeee OI" rell-
gi na.. h t is why view our Day Sobool as encompassing the college 
preparatory. years, only 1'10 tul tbat in the priJtlary years and in coll ga 
such broader axposition If ld be afforded. With 11 that, we are not 
ntirely cer in t e Amer c ublic chool te does ac ua.117 
ford suc.h ppo tunit,y for inte atio , eepe i 1T n th primary an 
c ndar,y so o lie schools ar ne borhood fair and neighbor-

boo are not ally batero nious in up. Last year, jut as an 
1n nc, ab o indler•a daughter attended a public school in Newton, 
n a11 ba children 1n r cl , barring not ven one, wer Jewish. 

I ope th . give "fCltl ful.1.er understanding of our position,. Cer-
ta.inl.7 we vcnt1.d w l~om your reaction and your counsel. 

Cordia:tly 
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