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MIEM (0) ~AMID> UM 
Date _ _,2=--4-'--J"-=u=n=e--=1'""9c...J7....::6'-----

From _____ R_a_b_ b_i_ B_ a_l_f_o_u_r_ B_ r _i_c_k_n_e_r _____ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of _______ R_ a_b_b_i_ S_y_ m_e_,_ R_ a _b_b_i_ G_e_ r _t _m_a_n __________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

I was at Gene Aberbach's on Saturday 19 June 
for a social engagement, and we discussed the 
subject of your 27 May memo. 

He has some excellent ideas, and we are going 
to continue discussions at lunch in the near 
future. Before going any further with Gene, 
perhaps you and I, and possibly Dan, have to 
sit down and discuss just how serious we are 
about this entire project, and who will have 
the responsibility of initiating and following 
through on this project. 

This is a major decision which precludes any 
further involvement with Gene. 

Ps -- Please note that the spelling of Gene's 
surname is Aberbach. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 



y 27, 1976 

Ra bi Alexand r . Schindl r 

bbi Bal-our Brickner 

rb ch; bbi Dani 1 Syme & Stuart rtman 

n Auerb ch call d me and indicat that h is very anxiou to h lp in 
n fa high cho 11 vel Da Sch 1 on Long I land. Hi 

own k nserv tive y School, which also h many oth r young 
p opl o ihOlneS. Th ir sc 1, 1 ee no of the Day Schools in 
th chool le el. He eels it is essential nd that it 
would to tablish such hi 1. i1 willing to give of 
hi t £fort to this nd. 

I would g 
arr nge for 

po ted. 

tu or D y re to contact n and 
tis matter. 1 o ask that you keep 





Hr. riorotd Jolnstock 
I 'G ntury far, u&t 
L ·eles. C • 9U067 

I~ nil rt utter of th Union•, roletlonshlp with T le f ue1' 
Sd\ool to be of uc:h 11 nlfl ce th t I re Ire t st sensitive k~l-n......,_ 
of re t nt by all o us. L•t state t feta Qref lly •• I »e 

h re Is 19t) .. CC Joint 
t that the U lo 
p I lot ro rt111S 

h uc;atlon •.• 
. efo J 
f f ul 1-t 

(2) Wt brou~l t to the 1,71 
I nnl Ass ly It Inc.or dltlonaJ c ncept: Unlo 

fur1dlni.; c;;f s proJ cts. t S'1 ndly thrashed 
Ge w b 111 uf t u f the l•n lal Asse 
tc, 1,1•r•I t tho Un loo to fu . J • • t. 

(3) ..,h6f1 t I I )a, w t at th tters of 
• 1 aorshlp" and - dues rel lef•' re dlltlnct •nd • er te end 
soul not handled t the 1 . tl . I e,aph sized th t It was 
I r ti th t tt Univ o T let on I first ,rate the 
r latf 01 shli, of co-sponsorship (exc;ept for fun Ing). aftor ,ihldl 
1 would th n turn to tho MUI C I tt for dua relief. 

(') bbl O lol Sy Is Acting Olr ctr oft Dop r nt of id c:atl n. 
• Is In our corner. Hu llev 5 In followlng the policy In ro Day 

School. Any &nu •I I C0l r le tlons to hh concerning the Pay dlool 
as n catlonal Instr - nt aro correct and valtd. Any a all 
correspo denc with hlr. s kin~ fin ncl41 help or r II f •r an 
a rog tlon of hi• role and ut u erstandlng. I f al. th•refore, 
ti t your letter f u011n~iD~r 25th to bbl Sy lght b Dlsconstr~•d 
y •I I Involved. I r ce>gr.l ze s •r•t yo are,, f clng th defl c;f t 

y roJect. Any iu~ ssure r sug!l tlo to th Unlo In re T lo 
1ucl 's oy School that b awt IA ~~c wltf tho - lstlhg 

pol I~. ls 90ln« t pro~e ~ntcrp uctlv , I k 



Page 2 - coa•lnued 
Harold Weinstock 

Before next Tuesday evening. Ha1, I would 1tke to receive an affirmation 
from you that you agree and subscribe to the above. I am prepared to 
carry the ball with you as a partner. I have to know, however, that 
we are saying the same things at th same time. 

I am committed to the concept of a synaoogue sponsored Day School. 
respect and admire the efforts Temple Emanuel has made In the creation 
of lts Day School. The syllogism reaches Its loglcal conclusion when I 
tell you once again that I am ther fore comnltted to the Temple Emanuel 
Day School - but committed within the limits of the Union's policy at 
this time. 

ELH/hpr 

cc: Rabbi Meyer Heller 

be: Danny Syme 
Edie Hiller 
Norm Eichberg 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 
Director 



MEMORANDUM . ' 

From _________ R_a_b_b_i_E_rw_ i n_ L_. _H._e_r_m_a_n _________ _ 

li Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler o _________________ _ 
Date ___ o_ec_e_m_b_e_r_4_, _1_9_7_s __ _ 

Alex, the letter in re Temple Emanuel Day School was perfect. 
I '11 keep you posted as we move along. Thanks so much for coming 
through. 
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llr. Harold Weinatock 
1.'ellple Emanuel 
88" Burton Way 
Beverly Hilla, C&lifornia 90211 

Dear Buo141 

December 2n4, 1975 

'1'hank Yoll for YoUr letter of~ 25th. 

... -I understand from En Haraan that the Day School will be 
hi9hli9ht.e4 at the Revional Aaaembly of 4elegatea ••tin9 in hcembaT. Thia ia an uaitia9 4avelup;..:;;uat, and I aa 
aoat intenete4 in hearing about. regional reaotion to, an4 ~t for, the acrhool. • 

I bave ■hand Your letter with aabbi 8Ghindler a• the queaUon of OAHC finanaial aaaist.anae doe• not fall within my cSCDain. The Ccaaiaaion and the Department take a apecd.al interest in the BDlanuel School, aa we do with all five of the exi■Un9 
day eahoola. The oxtent to which that eupport can be formalised bu yet to be discus ad 4 considered thorou9hly • 

.Ju4Y Bin-NUN will be in Nev York for the Day School Conference in l'elmaary. I will have an opportunity to 4.i■cua• the school an4 ita program vi th her at 1Q9th at that time. In the meantime, pleaee keep me informed u to your Pl'09n••· 

llolf that w know one another in a more peraonal way, let•• nay in touah. 

Happy Chanukah. 

DI/ea 
c.c. · ltabbi E. Benaan 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Daniel 8Y11e 
Acttnt Director 
Dapartllant of Uuo&tiOII 
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C1\N ron BAHUC.,I C:Ji ION 

Rabbi Daniel Syme 
Acting Director, Department 

of Education 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Dan: 

November 25, 1975 

I very much enj oyed meeting with you at the 
Union convention and working with you on the ~10rk­
shop session . 

This is to officially request the Union through 
your department to assist our Temple dny school 
through a co-sponsorship arrangement. 

The Temple recognizes that it will hav~ to assume 
a major portion of the financial burden, but we would 
hope that the Union would giv e us the necessary com­
munity and resource support, such as advertising, etc., 
and also help us with our deficit at least in the for­
mative years . 

As you know, we are the only 2xclusively Reform 
Jewish day school on the West Coast. We believe that 
0e are operating a school with the highest quality of 
education, one which is of benefit not only to our com­
munity but also to the entire R2f6rrn Je~ish movem20~. 
I think th3t Reform Jewish day schools are imporcant 
to train a cadre of future Reform Jewish leaders to 
preserve not only our movement but all of Judaism in 
the United States. 



, 

Rabbi Daniel Syme 
November 25, 1975 
Page 2 

Unfortunately, we are finding it difficult from 
a financial point of view to continue our school alone. 
We hope and pray that the Union will be responsive to 
our request for help. 

To obtain any detailed information which you may 
wish concerning our school, please feel free to con­
tact our Education Director, Ted Sharfman, or our day 
school director, Judy Bin-Nun, at any time. 

Sincerely, 

··- ~J. - ·--~·, _ __.... 

V ·-

Harold Weinstock 

mv:ccr 

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 



.... 

, cRab-b-i c/ll(eye'i cJ-feffe7, 
fJ emple Emanuel 

8844 !Bu'r.ton <Way 
!Bwe'r.ly d/dl1., California 90217 

November 26, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

This is my first opportunity to reply to 
your letter of November 18. I can assure you 
that we have been in touch with the MUM office. 
I also have been in contact with Erw Herman on 
the matter of our MUM arrangements and the Day 
School. I believe deliberations are proceeding 
amicably. I appreciate your concern and if you 
are needed I'll call upon you. 

Thanks for all your help! 

RMH:gaw 
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d?ab-b-i dli(e:ye'l. df effe'l. 

'J empfe Emanuel 

8844 !Bu-don <Way 

!Bwvr.fy d-/-df1., California 90217 

October 30, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Al ex: 

A belated acknowledgment of your sympathetic 

response to my letter regarding our Day School 

program. The only purpose of this letter is to 

voice my appreciation for your prompt response 

and your concern for our problems. Our people 

concerned with our financial standing are studying 

your proposal and I will have a more detailed reply 

to you soon. I personally am favorably impressed 

by your 11 top-of-the-head 11 proposal. 

I hope to see you in Dallas! 

RMH:gaw 

Fao/'fully, 

(J.i~ 
/ Rabbi Meyer Heller 
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lMIEIMI (0) ~AND lUJIMI 
Date April 23, J9Z6 

From Mr. Theodore K. Broida 
v' 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Mr. Albert Vorspan, Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman, 
To Rabbi Daniel Syme 

Copy for information of ____________________________ _ 

Subject _______________________________ _ 

At several of our meetings there has been much discussion about a resolution 
presented to a biennial concerning the development of day schools and full­
time Jewish education authorizing assistance to congregations, etc., etc. 

While it is correct that such a resolution was adopted in 1967 by the 
Commission on Jewish Education and presented to the 1969 UAHC Biennial in 
Miami, the record indicates that it was defeated. Therefore, while the 
Connnission established the policy, it is incorrect for us to state that 
the Biennial approved it. 

I do not believe that this means we have to change anything that we are 
doing. The Commission has the right to establish policy. We should be 
careful and not describe this policy as bei_ng the will of the Biennial. 

I am attaching the applicable pages taken from the transcript of the 
1969 Biennial. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 
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following resolution: 11 ·...re respect the right of any religious 

denomination to establish and administer its o~n educational 

institutions r We applaud their contribution to the cultural 

and spiritual diversity of our nation. 1
' 

Reaffirming our devotion to separation of church 

and state we strongly urge that full-time Reform Jewish schools 

be entirely supported by private and Jewish community funds. 

While we favor experimentation with fullt-t.ime 

Jewish education , we do not propose developing a nationwide or : 

regional sys tern of paro~hia l 1
1 schools. Paro chi a li sm as a 

system, as well a s a philosophy, requires that education belong 

solely to an established Church. Our position is radically 

different. As we envisage it, full-time Jewish education and 

public education reinforce: and strengthen each other. 

Full-time education within the Reform Movement will 

not be subject to a central authority with binding powers. Our 

primary purpose is to be of assistance to those parents who 

choose full-time Reform Jewish education for their children 

not to establish a parochial hierarchy alien to the principles 

of Reform Juoaism and its national:institutions. 

THEREFORE the 50th General Assembly of the UA~C 

Resolves: la To authorize the UAHC Department of Education 

M:C::TZGi::R REPORTING S:C::RVIC!=: 

S;"ENOT\?E R.EPORllNG 
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to encourage the establishment of pilot programs and experi-

mental projects in full-time Reform Jewish education in accordance 

with the preamble to this resdution and also -co provide informa -

tion and consultation to any Reform Jewish congregation affil-

iated with the UAHC or groups interested in initiating a program 

of full-time Reform Jewish education. 

2. Nothing contained herein shall constitute 

authorization to the UAHC to establish such full-time schools, 

but only to direct the UAHC Department of Education to be of 

assistance to congregations and other interested groups in 

instituting such schools and programs. 

3o Nothing herein contained shall authorize UAHC 

Encouragement, advice or support of such full-time schools, 

unless they be open to all persons regardles~ of race or 

religion. 

As I said before, in behalf of the majority of the 

Committee, I move the adoption of this resolution. 

(motion seconded) 

CP~·IR1"•tt,N GUTJV'.t.ANN: ladies and Gentlemen, the motion 

has been seconded. This important subject has been long in1 

coming to the floor of this conventiono Because of its historica: 

importance, perhaps, I am going to call on the Chairman of the 



------------ - ----- - - -- - - ----

it does not add to what we are a~ready auth0ri2ed in a sense 

to do. 

C}LAIRJvlAN GUTM.Al\'~: ~he majority feeling r.2s jusl, 

1 been expres~ed; I'm going to give the speaker for t;he minority 
i, 

~ opportunity to state his point of view very briefly. 
ii 

MRe ROSE: In the view of the director of the 

Commission on Zducation, who is a proponent of this resootion, 

the resolut;ion does not expand the authority that doesn 1 t already 

exist. In the view of the minority it does so expand the 

authority beyond what ~urrently exists. (Applause) 

(Calls for the question) 

CH.f\IRMJI.N GUTMANN : I know you control 1:;his conven-

tion. However, there was a call for the QU8s~ion. I am goir1.; 

to ask this convention whether it wishes now to vote on the 

~esolution. All those in favor o~ voting no~ on tfie resfi0:;i0~J 

pJ ease say Aye n; opposed n No. 11 

vo::e. Those ir; 

~hose opposed to ciosing ~he cebate, 

The debate is closed. 

We will now vote on the resolution. All those in 

11 

favor of ~he resolution 2s submit;ted by ~he Commi~~ee on ~esol~~i 

Ii 

METZGER REPORTING SC:RVICE 

1· 
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L~~ase rise and sn=~ your cards . 

Those opposed to the resolution on day school, 

p:.2ase rise,_ 

r2qu~r2s only a ~ajority vote, and in the opinion 

of ~he Chair ~ne resolution is defeated. (_l;pplause) 

Ladies and Jentlemen, thank you, very much . 

We are 2djourned until ~omorrow at 9:30 aom. 

(Whe~eupon, at 5:20 0 1 clock, p.m. the session 

recessed to reconvene Wednesday, October 29, 1969, at 9:30 a.m.) 

I' 
!, 

ME,ZGER REPORTING SERVICE 

if.,L::>C .4M CONN:C:CTJCUT 0€-<38 





Rabbi Leivy Smolar 
Director of the Library 
Baltimore Her w College 
5800 Par~ Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryl nd 21215 

Dear Leivy, 

March 16, 1970 

Thank you so much 
Alas, we simply c 
now. The re ? 
sorry truth. 

£ r your letter concerning Woodstock. 
nnot take advantage oft is opportunity 

Lac of funds, and that is the sad and 

Every time I turn around Bnd every time a proposal such 
as yours i made, people inai t tat" ny man or woman 
or Foundation epresentative" would fi d this or that 
cause worthy or a contrib tion, but these pious hopes 
always flound_r on the arsh rocl of reality. In other 
words, if you have a good idea and meone who ~-dll back 
it with money, come a-running, and the response will be 
much more afflr tive. I hope you understand. 

The trip to Israel was wonderful! 

Cordi lly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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BALTIMORE HEBREW COLLEGE 

SB□□ PARK HEIGHTS AVENUE e BALTIMORE, MD. 21215 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

I have an idea. 

March 11, 1970 

The Jesuits of Woodstock Seminary in Woodstock, Maryland are, as you most 
certainly know, moving to New York. It was only a matter of time before 
the land and the buildings would go up for sale. The land is magnificent, 
spacious, beautiful, in some areas awesome. The buildings include a central 
library, classrooms and dormitory space, as well as, I am sure, eating facilities. 

The announcement was made a day or so ago that the State of Maryland is investi­
gating the possibility of purchasing Woodstock to use as a job training center. 
This announcement did not include the cost, only the exploration of what the cost 
might be and how the State would raise the money. Walter Orlinsky, Dr. Orlinsky's 
son, is a member of the House of Delegates and I am sure that he can quickly dig 
up that information. 

It must be obvious by now that I am driving at the possibility of acquiring this 
site for the establishment of a National Academy for Jewish Studies to be operated 
under UAHC auspices for junior high school and high school students, a school 
equal in standard and quality to the best any private school in the United States 
has to offer, which also can give a youngster the most intensive liberal Jewish 
education possible not only in the United States but in the world. 

Of course, for all I know you might already be moving in the same,~tion. 
Certainly I am only echoing sentiments which for several years now have been at 
the top of your own personal agenda--and here I go back to our New England exper­
ience and not only to your life at the Union. 

Perhaps the above proposition regarding Woodstock makes sense. 
have little doubt about is that the sight of Woodstock would be 
any man or woman or foundation representative who is interested 
worthy cause for a contribution. 

The one thing I 
enough to thrill 
in finding a 

Any way, it's a thought, and when an idea does come along once every few years, 
you know I like to write to you and hear from you about it. 

I imagine that you are just coming back from Israel. I hope you had a wonderful 
trip. With best regards to Rhea, 

LS:b 

Sincerely, 

Ra& ivy Smolar ot!!Ji; of the Library 



Com1nission on Jewish Edztcation 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations & Central Conference or American Rabbis 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • 249-0100 

2.19.70 
Dear Alan, 

It just occurred to me that I don't 

have a copy of your most recent curriculum manual 

for your school. 

Would you mind sending me one? 

Just heard unofficially and confident~ally 

and sub rosa and in camera, etc., etc., that Herb 

Zuckerman has been apr-ointed head of the Rodeph 

Sholom day school. Even Herb won I t know until 

next week because of committee red tapeZ 

P.S. 

Will keep you au courant. 

Kol tuv, 

Q,J. 
Just to avoid confusion, Ben Efroas 
director of the religious school; Herb Zuckerman 
is director of the day school. 

I 

' . 
' 

• 
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Shaping up . . . a Convention Report 
Lou Lister 

Our convention plans are shaping up nicely. San Francisco is most 
anxious to receive us and assures us of a pleasant and enjoyable stay. Its 
attractions are many and highly recommended by everyone who has visited 
or lived on the West Coast. 

The first and most important reminder at this time is to make your flight 
arrangements. If you wish to take advantage of your stay in Frisco and explore 
its beauty and its wonders, come early! The special hotel rates are available 
to you for one week preceding and one week following the convention. ($18-
singles; $23-doubles) It's a bit early for hotel reservations ... BUT NOT 
TOO SOON FOR FLIGHT RESERVATIONS !! ! 

Joe Portnoy is doing a bang-up job in preparation for his role as official 
host. 

For the first time, our annual convention will feature a study program 
and NATErs will practice what they preach - STUDY ... "Torah lishma." 
In addition to hearing nationally featured speakers bring us vital messages 
and reports on timely problems which confront the educator today, as well as 
workshop sessions in which to consider actions to be taken on these problems, 
each NATEr will register for a study seminar. These seminars will be led 
by well known authorities from the faculties of the University of California 
and the HUC-JIR. 

The convention fee of $55.00 will include the tuition fee for the seminar 
as well as official luncheons and the banquet. 

When final arrangements are made, you will be sent a registration form 
on which you will indicate your preference (1st, 2nd, 3rd choice) of one of 
the following seminars: 

ISRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST 
MIDRASH 

JEWISH LITERATURE 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE 

Since each seminar is limited to 25 members preferences will be honored 
in the order in which registrations are received. Hence, the reason for alter­
nate choices. 

Each seminar will consist of three 2-hour sessions. These will be held 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday mornings. The afternoons will be devoted to 
NATE business, featured guest speakers, and workshops. 

Watch your mail for full details of the convention program and your 
registration form. Be prepared to mail in your registration with your choice 
of seminar (and convention fee) as soon as you can. Remember, - we will 
follow the rule of "first come - first served!" 

Necrology 

We mourn the passing of 

our beloved colleague 

IRWIN GOTTSCHALL 

September 17, 1968 

May his name be for a blessing 

The Lord Also Giveth 

We congratulate our past president 

HEINZ WARSCHAUER 

Who will be tendered a testimonial 
dinner by the Holy Blossom Con­
gregation of Toronto for his 
twenty-five years of service, on 
October 17, 1968. 

Tishri, 5729 

Convention Hotline [?' 
And Other Nate News 

Lou Lister on the East Coast and 
Joe Portnoy on the West Coast are 
putting together a convention des­
tined to rival Boston an-d St. Louis. 
With his typical Lister Gusto, Lou 
is leaving no detail to chance but 
sensibly has worked closely with his 
co-chairman Joe Portnoy, President 
Cel Singer, and the Executive Board 
in mounting a program that bubbles 
with interest from the opening ad­
dress to the closing banquet. 

Beginning with the end, Rabbi 
Jacob Philip Rudin, Chairman of the 
Commission on Education, and Presi­
dent of the Synagogue Council of 
America will deliver the Banquet Ad­
dress and install the new officers. 

Two well known professors will 
lead the seminars in Archeology and 
Literature. 

Professor Stephen M. Passamanek 
of HUC-JIR in Los Angeles will con­
duct the archaeology seminars while 
Professor Arnold Band, the noted 
Agnon authority, will conduct the 
sessions on Jewish Literature. 

Proceedings will be automated this 
year. We are contracting with spe­
cialists who will take down every­
thing that is spoken, reduce it to our 
own editorial requirements and have 
the document in the hands of the 
membership before January 15. 

UAHC SOCIAL ACTION notable, 
Albert Vorspan will address the con­
vention on Social Action and Ecum­
enism. Al Vorspan is the author and 
co-author of many well known vol­
umes including his latest, "Jewish 
Values, and Social Crisis." Top lay­
man in the UAHC administrative 
hierarchy, Mr. Vorspan will make 
this talk a NATE first. 

Speaking of Proceedings-have you 
sent your money to Lilyan Oliker? 
She gets two dollars-that's $2.00 
for the 1967 Proceedings which were 
so ably compiled by Rolf Schickler 
of Cincy's Rockdale Temple. The 
Proceedings are part of your profes­
sional library-your temple should be 
willing to ante-up. 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER.S 

Rabbi Howard Bogot, Gratz College, 
Philadelphia 

Louis Brasz, Temple Israel, Jamaica, 
New York 

Cantor Finley M. Bukaitz, Temple 
Beth Sholom Passaic, N. J. 

David C. Cohen, Temple Beth Sholom, 
New City, N. Y. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Goldrich, B'nai 
Israel, Elmira, N. Y. 

Herzl Honor, Temple Judea, Coral 
Gables, Florida 

Morris Hoffman, Temple Israel, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Rabbi Arthur S. Hollander, Temple 
Israel, Long Beach, Calif. 

Donald Milrod, Union Reform Tem .. 
pie, Freeport, N. Y. 

Mrs. Aimee Neihart, Temple Emanu• 
el, Westfield, N. J. 

Mrs. Dorothy Perlgut, Anshe Emeth, 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

George B. Saxton, Mishkan Israel, 
Harnden, Conn. 

Rabbi Edwin Schoffman, Mountain• 
side, N. J. 

Mrs. Nathan Schlessinger, K.A.M., 
Chicago, Ill. 

HONOR FOR SAM NEMZO·FF 

Samuel A. Nemzoff of Temple Is .. 
rael, Boston, has been appointed the 
new chairman of the Committee on 
Teacher Education of the Commission 
on Jewish Education, replacing Rabbi 
Martin S. Rozenberg, who will head 
the Committee on Adult Education, 
replacing Rabbi Jacob Philip Rudin, 
new chairman of the Commission on 
Jewish Education. 

EDITORIALS 
II 

YOU'LL LEARN A LOT 

October is almost too late to be thinking about December. We urge our 
entire membership to join with colleagues, consultants, and scholars as we 
tonvene for our Fourteenth Annual Convention - -

IN SAN FRANCISCO 
Lou Lister and Joe Portnoy have the entire West Coast from San Diego 

to the Washington border preparing the hospitality and the seminars-the 
exhibits and the workshops-the seafood menus and the sightseeing tours. 

It is a convention you can't afford to miss. See the other sections of the 
NATE NEWSLETTER for details and make your airline reservations before 
it's too late. The Donner Pass is closed in December, so don't figure on last 
minute Stage Coach accommodations. 

* * 
SYMPOSIUM ON DAY SCHOOLS 

Our second Symposium of the year deals with the question of whether or 
not Reform Judaism is ready for day schools to provide the movement with 
recruiting centers for rabbis, educators and administrators. Two years ago 
we could think of nothing more necessary or important. We still think that 
day schools are needed for Reform Judaism, but we are afraid that we will 
get them sooner than we expected. For the wrong reasons. 

Irrational black militancy is driving dedicated Jewish teachers from ad­
ministrative and classroom jobs. We speak not of the mediocre teachers whom 
tenure protects in any school system. We speak of the thousands of liberal, en­
lightened Jews who made New York City's schools the finest in the world 
thirty years ago. 

We have a dilemma. We are committed to free public education and we 
need a school in Reform Judaism offering to an elite of our movement, secular 
education plus the Judaic background which will lead to service careers in 
education and the rabbinate. Can we sacrifice one commitment for the sake 
of another? 

If Reform Jewish Day Schools became a reality because Jewish teachers 
are driven from their positions in public education in our major cities, per .. 
haps the price will have been too high. Perhaps it will mean the death of 
free public education in this nation as we have known it and want to improve it. 

If we get Reform Jewish Day Schools, let them be thoroughly Jewish in 
orientation so that student and teacher will be involved in a program which is 
an adjunct to, rather than a substitute for public schools. 

Changes In Positions 
Harry Rosen is now with Temple 

Emanu-El in Tuscon, Arizona. Harry 
has a new job and clear sinuses. 

Treasurer Lilyan Oliker is now di .. 
recting education at one of the na­
tion's oldest and largest Reform Tem­
ple's- Rodeph Shalom in Philadel .. 
phia. 

Mrs. Jan Elbaum, Temple Kol 
Odom, Encino, California. 

Former First Vice-president, Ben 
Efron has left the west coast and now 
is Director of Education at Mil .. 
waukee's Emanu-El, B'ne Jeshrun. 

Mrs. Joan Fischman, Westwood 
Temple, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rabbi Saul Diament has gone across 
the border to Canada and is now with 
the Saskatoon Jewish Community 
Center in Saskatchewan, Canada. 

David Monasch, Peninsula Temple, 
Burlingame, California. 

Bert S. Gerard 

YEARLING WESCONATE HAS 
TWO LEARNING CENTERS 

The Westchester Southern Connec­
ticut Association of Temple Educat­
ors, known as WESCONATE, has es .. 
tablished two in .. service centers for 
teacher courses. 

Bible and Hebrew are being offered 
at the Jewish Community Center of 
White Plains, while Basic Judaism 
will be given in a course at Free 
Synagogue of Westchester in Mount 
Vernon. Nate members, Rabbi Manuel 
Gold and Al Gamson are the in­
structors. 

Southwest Council has another win­
ner in its fine publication, "The 
Southwest Teacher". Latest issue con• 
tains a goldmine of methodology and 
activity projects from the plans and 
pens of the teachers themselves. 
Inspiration: Dallas's Ray Israel, of 
course. 
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Convention 
Schedule 

WEDNESDAY (Dec. 25th) 

10:00 REGISTRATION 

1 :00-3:00 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

4:00-5:00 
WELCOME TEA 
New Members 

7:00 WORSHIP SERVICE 

8:00 OPENING SESSION 
Keynote Address: 

Dr. Paul Steinberg 
Dean, HUC-JIR (N . Y.) 

THURSDAY (Dec. 26th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (begin) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 

(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12: 15 Convention Luncheon 

1 :00-3:00 PLENARY 
"STATE OF NATE" 
Pres. of NA TE 

3:15-5:00 WORKSHOPS 
"Professional Practices" 

(A) Educator & Teacher Train'g 

(B) Educator & Parents 
(C) Educator & School Board 

(D) Educator & Standards 

5:30 Cocktail Reception 
EVENING FREE 

FRIDAY (Dec. 27th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (Continue) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 

(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12: 15 Convention Luncheon 

1 :00 "SOCIAL ACTION 
AND ECUMENISM" 

Speaker: Al Vorspan 
2:00-4: 15 WORKSHOPS 

"The Jewish Child in the 
Non-Jewish Community" 

(A) Primary Grades 

(B) Intermediate Grades 
(C) Upper Grades 

SABBATH SERVICES 
"Home Hospitality" 
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VETERANS AND NEW MEMBERS TO ASS~ST 
CONVENTION SESSIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO· 

At its September meeting the NATE Executive Board approved Lou 
Lister's suggestions for convention assistance and added a few suggestions 
of its own. The result is a fine blend of experience and youth in the building 
of NATE's internal leadership. 

Fred Marcus of Temple Emanuel in San Jose will act as Chairman of 
Exhibits. Fred's vast hotel experience should give us a good show. 

Chairing the Archaeology Seminar will be Heinz Warschauer, a NATE 
past president who directs the educational program at Toronto's Holy Blossom. 
Blanche Feiman of Canton, Ohio's Temple Israel will chair the Middle East 
sessions. Dr. George Harlow will chair the Jewish Literature Seminars. 
Dr. Harlow is from Skokie, Illinois; Temple Judea. Rebecca Lister, having 
recently written an outline for Midrash study, will appropriately enough, 
chair the Midrash sessions. Rebecca also heads the committee on Gamoran 
Awards. 

Chairing the plenaries will be Lou Lister, Ted Sharfman, Max Frankel, 
Cantor Joe Portnoy, and First Vice President, Marvin Walts. 

Worship services will be conducted by Cantors Murray Gold, Sheldon 
Merrill, Jack Bornstein, Mike Loring, and Julian Lohre. 

Each Workshop will have a Preceptor and a Chairman, with the chairman 
handling the discussion after the Preceptor delivers opening remarks. NATE 
personnel for these workshops are: 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES 
Educator and Teacher Training 
Educator and Parents 

PRECEPTOR 
Sam Nemzoff 
Ray Israel 

CHAIRMAN 
Abe Segal 

Educator and School Board 
Educator and Standards 

,Eric Feldheim 
Lilyan Oliker 
Jim Levberg 
Alan D. Bennett 

JEWISH CHILD IN THE 
NON JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Primary Grades 
Intermediate Grades 
Upper Grades 

SATURDAY (Dec. 28th) 

SABBATH WORSHIP SERVICE 
at 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
Luncheon 

TORAH SESSION 
"EXISTENTIALISM AND 
JEWISH EDUCATION'' 

Speaker: Rabbi Jack Spiro 

2:45 PLENARY SESSION 

4:30 H A V D A L A H 
EVENING FREE 

SUNDAY (Dec. 29th) 

9:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:00-10:50/ 11 :00-11 :50 
SEMINARS (Conclude) 

(A) Archaeology 
(B) Jewish Literature 
(C) Mid-East & Israel 

(D) Midrash 

12:15 Lunch Break 

2:00-4:00 
PLENARY SESSION 

7:00 Convention Banquet 
Speaker: Rabbi Jacob Rudin 

10:00 Executive Board 
Meeting and Evaluation 

Dr. Bert S. Gerard 

PRECEPTOR 
Rose Joffe 
Jack Horowitz 
Larry Schwartz 

CHAIRMAN 
Ord Matek 
Bea Grayzel 
Leanne Goldman 

Treasurer's Plea 
If you've changed your position or 

have not paid your 1968 dues, please 
send information and checks for 
$25.00 to Lilyan Oliker at 903 Vernon 
Road, Philadelphia, Pa. 19150. 

Schoolman is back East 
Rabbi Leonard Schoolman has come 

home to his old neighborhood and is 
now directing Youth Activities for 
the Greater New York Federation of 
Temple Youth. 

Keeping Posted Takes Nate Plan 
Last year's panel on Bridging the 

Gap has produced action. Keeping 
Posted now publishes a Parents' Guide 
to this fine bi-weekly. The idea came 
out of a presentation by Dr. Bert S. 
Gerard at the Miami convention. 

An Open Letter to All NATErs: 
What makes your school better 

than ... 
Is it the creative use of old 

materials? 
Is it the imaginative new materials? 
Is it "the original approach"? 

What is happening in your school that 
might win THE EMANUEL GAM­
ORAN CURRICULUM AW ARD? 

Tell us all about it - send four (4) 
copies to the chairman of the curri­
culum entries this week. 

Mrs. Rebecca Lister, 
Pleasantville Cottage School 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570. 
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Toward A New Curriculum 
Under the chairmanship of Rabbi 

Samuel Glasner, the Curriculum Com­
mittee of the Commission on Jewish 
Education held a two-day conference 
in June 1968 to explore the objectives 
and contents of the Union curriculum. 
It was generally agreed that a new 
approach is needed with the construc­
tion of curriculum materials which 
are "value-oriented." The aim of this 
approach is to lead students to ask 
fundamental questions and seek an­
swers based on personal reflection and 
creativity. The curricular content 
should focus on the issues which re­
late to the life of the student and 
help him to formulate his values, 
based on Jewish sources. 

Kits Offered 

One of the projects emanating from 
the committee's deliberations and now 
engaging the staff of the Union's De­
partment of Education, is the produc­
tion of instructional kits integrating 
printed and audiovisual materials. 
Each kit will focus on a particular 
issue in Jewish ethics or theology, an 
event or personality in history, an 
aspect of communal life such as phil­
anthropic service. A kit will be multi­
dimensional in content and approach; 
that is, whatever materials can be 
utilized to illumine the particular 
issue will be enclosed: source docu­
ments, maps, recordings, creativ: 
games, newspaper and magazine r -
prints, and other resources. Each ki 
will be flexible enough so that it can 
be revised continually and kept up. 

Issue Centered 

The major innovation, in addition 
to the physical medium, is the produc­
tion of materials which are issue­
centered rather than subject-centered. 
The issues themselves will encourage 
the exploration of personal values by 
teachers and students. The generic 
term for the UAHC kits is Focus, the 
first one to "focus" on Judaism and 
scientific thought, accompanied by a 
teacher's guide which will emphasize 
the inductive approach to values. 

Soon ready for mailing are kits 
on Judaism in the home, for the 
elementary grades ; the children of 
modern Israel for the primary depart­
ment; the many ramifications of 
tsedakah for intermediate grades; the 
Spanish Inquisition, its consequences 
and implications, for junior high 
school ; and the meaning of Jewish 
survival, for high school classes. 
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NATE NEWS SYMPOSIUM 
Reform Jewish Day Schools: 

Why?::qr Why Not? 
~ABBI DANIEL WOLK, 
Cong. Emanu-El of 
Westchester, N.Y. 
' The dilemma of Reform Judaism is 
ou:r difficulty in imparting extensive 
Jewish eaucation to our young people. 
This question is emphasized with the 
current discussion of private Jewish 
day schools. There is no doubt that 
such a system established by the 
Reform movement would increase the 
academic level. I am certain that 
these schools would also be of high 
caliber in all aspects of general 
studies. 

However, there are distinct nega­
tive elements. Education is not solely 
academic. The actual curriculum is 
but one facet of the educational proc­
ess - a process which has as its main 
purpose the ability for our youngsters 
to cope with the problems and people 
of an ever more ambiguous world. 
Separating our youngsters in such 
J ewish day schools would restrain, 
not increase, exposure . P ublic and 
private non-parochial schools permit 
our young people to relate in natural 
surroundings to Ghildren oTaifferent­
religious_ and ethnic backgrounds. 

- ewish day school will serve 
o alienate and rigidify American 

society to a degree even greater than 
that of present - despite the _yolun­
tary nature of such schools. If our 
public schools are presently faulty 
this would be.- the final blow to th~ 
demo.era.tic ideal of education. 

As we fear the loss of Jewish iden­
tity, we too often tend to stress 
separation as the solution. This meth­
od is no longer possible or practical 
within our society. We cannot afford 
to retreat within the confines of 
group. 

The purpose of education is motiv­
ation. Through our modern Temple 
religious schools, and summer study 
programs, it is possible to provide 
strong incentives for our youngsters 
without the necessity of the Jewish 
day school. Let us strengthen existing 
programs and through our present 
facilities encourage interest in Jew­
ish studies. 

With proper incentives, and given 
the current enthusiasm of many of 
our young people, a positive Jewish 
education can be acquired. The deli­
cate tension between the disappear­
ance of Jewish identity and positive 
affiliation as a Jew can be maintained 
without separate educational facili­
ties . This latter direction offers a 
more compelling challenge. 

RAYMOND ISRAEL, 
Director of Education 
Temple Emanu-El 
Dallas, Texas 

In my judgment there is not only 
validity but perhaps even an urgency 
for the establishment of Reform Jew­
ish Day Schools. 

Within the Jewish community our 
co-religionists vary their approaches 
in their interpretation of Judaism. 
Each Jewish family determines what 
affiliation it wishes to have with its 
congregation and with the Jewish 
co~munity as a whole. Each family 
decides how it will interpret its Ju­
daism within the setting of its home. 
Each set of parents, determines the 
kind of formal Jewish education it 
wants for its children. 

Hopefully there will be at least a 
small segment who recognize that the 
best of our programs in Jewish edu­
cation are necessarily limited because 
of the relatively modest number of 
hours our youngsters attend Reform 
Religious Schools. It seems to me 
therefore, children who come fro~ 
homes like this should have the bene­
fit of a more intensive program of 
Jewish education, with the hope that 
these youngsters may be potential 
leaders of our Jewish community in 
later years or may be the students 
who are sufficiently imbued to embark 
on professions in the Jewish field. 
Even if that were not the case it is 
so important that our young j ewish 
adults, when leaving home for college 
and embarking on careers, will be 
steeped in Judaism and imbued with 
our religious heritage in a deeper 
sense than our typical Reform Relig­
ious School presently makes possible. 

It seems to me that the right kind 
of Reform Day School can add enrich­
ment to its secular program when it 
is interwoven with its Jewish pro­
gram. Recognizing that a parochial 
school has the potential of "separat­
ing" the child from the total commu­
nity, there are always possibilities of 
relating a Reform Jewish Day School 
program with activities and projects 
of a community nature in cooperation 
with other schools in the community. 

Yes, I would reiterate that for the 
limited number of children from Re­
form Jewish homes where the desire 
for greater intensity of Jewish edu­
cation is present, I see the validity 
and value of our sponsoring Reform 
Jewish Day Schools. 
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IRVING LEVITAS, 
Temple Emanu-El 
Yonkers, New York 

It is my opinion that the UAHC 
should sponsor secondary school edu­
cation for those who are desirous of 
continuing on a more thorough level 
the "introduction" to Jewish life and 
thought they have received in our 
Religious Schools on the week-end and 
after-school levels. 

This High School (Day) should be 
open to all pupils, regardless of their 
desire to enter a future professional 
career with the Reform Movement or 
not. We are as much in need of the 
she'ar yishuv in general Jewish com­
munal life as we are in the profes­
sional areas. 

I do not believe that this Day High 
School would conflict with the "tradi­
tional" feelings of the separation of 
church and state, since the Constitu­
tion speaks only of forbidding an "es­
tablished" religion. If the Day High 
School proposed fulfills the educational 
requirements of all secondary schools 
in their respective states, in addition 
to teaching those courses that make 
for more intensive Jewish knowledge, 
then I see no repudiation of the 
pluralist society we want, and need. 

M. KASPI - SILVERMAN, 
Director of Religious Education 
Temple Beth-El, Chicago 

Concomitant with the current con­
sideration of the feasibility of Reform 
Jewish Day Schools there arises, in 
my mind, some related questions that 
call for consummate thought and 
knowledgeable insight from our lead­
ers in the Reform Jewish community. 
I should like, at your indulgence, 
rather than pursue an exploration of 
possible proposals and questions of the 
subject matter in the field, to instead 
po it an area of paramount persuasion 
that would put this matter into better 
perspective. 

I would call this a "need and readi­
ness" criteria for Reform Jewish Day 
Schools. It is apparent that when we 
move into a new area of Jewish Edu­
cation and especialJy one which as 
unique and as formidable as the above, 
we initially search our conscience with 
the questions, "is it the right thing 
to do" and, "are we ready for it." 
Let me categoricaily state that there 
is no doubt in my mind on the advo­
cacy of such a proposal. A day school 
program calls upon a somewhat elite 
child (I would say that this is les­
sened in an Orthodox milieu) coupled 
with duly committed parents sold up­
on the need of such an education, and 
who are both morally bound and fin­
ancialJy solvent to support it. The 
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educational capacities of my own chil­
dren have been greatly enhanced in 
a well structured Jewish day school 
in our own community (though not 
Reform oriented). I am delighted 
with the sound and expansive Judaic, 
Hebraic and secular horizons visited 
upon the students. There should be no 
doubt that the end result of a day 
school program can only strengthen 
one's loyalty to faith, and leadership 
to the cause of perpetuating living 
Judaism. 

Are we, however, in addressing our­
selves to the feasibility of Reform 
Jewish Day Schools "ready for it"? 
In simplicity it idealisticaily means 
that a school sponsored by the Re­
form Movement must be one in which 
the educational goals are specific and 
in tune with the trends and underly­
ing principles of the movement which 
have been developed, and are de­
veloped, in relation to education in 
general and religious education in 
particular. It means the creation of 
a strong, adequate and central train­
ing arena (the "recruiting ground") 
for nurturing Jewish youth into 
eventual positions of mature religious 
responsibility in their community. 
Sadly to say it is most attractive and 
exciting, but we are not mentally 
ready for it! Such a posture is not 
even universally shared in Reform 
leadership circles. 

What serious doubts I foster in this 
matter are aroused by the total lack 
of enthusiasm among our members 
who have children of age. I do not 
believe that the rank-and-file parent 
of Reform affiliation has any interest 
or desire for such a program. Our 
community does not recognize the ur­
gency for a social and ethical philo­
sophy of Reform Judaism as espoused 
in a total day-to-day program. The 
abyss in their thinking is evident. 
That they should 'deny' their chil­
dren a secular education for a highly 
functional day school alternative is 
unthinkable, even if it should be 
based upon sound Reform principles 
of Jewish living. They retain the mis­
labled stigma of a 'parochial school' 
education which in turn is coupled to 
the faIIacious fear of over-commit­
ment and patronizing religion. Let's 
face it, they cry "it's too much re­
ligion." It is discomfiting indeed, to 
find many parents who seek for their 
children the best religious and educa­
tional environment within the frame­
work of the shortest possible time 
span in a (religious) school program. 

Mature, vigorous and objective 
thinking along these Jines have a long 
and hazardous path to travel. If we 
should ever embark upon the structur­
ing of a total Jewish Day School pro-
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gram it must come only afte, an enor­
mous and compelling task of re-edu­
cating our communities to its great 
positive aspects. When this occurs, 
we will take a major step forward in 
the cause of Jewish education. 

SAMUEL A. NEMZOFF, 
Director of Education 
Temple Israel, 
Boston, Mass. 

There is a growing rate of assimi­
lation in this country as indicated by 
the fragmentary studies available. 
There are many causes for this. 
Among them are: The magnetism of 
the attractive non-Jewish world in 
which we live in this country, the 
fact that Judaism is peripheral in 
the lives of our youth, the diminution 
in the time allotted to Jewish educa­
tion and in the content thereof, the 
increasing demands of the secular 
school which takes up more and more 
of the child's time for formal studies 
and extra-curricular activities, the 
voluntary and supplementary state of 
Jewish education, the decline in reli­
gious faith and the break-down of 
Jewish family life. 

To survive and flourish in this coun­
try we must have a multi-faceted pro­
gram of Jewish education - formal 
and informal. All forms of Jewish 
education from the most intensive to 
the least intensive should be strength­
ened. Informal Jewish education 
through summer camps, Jewish com­
munity centers, youth movements, 
study groups, adult education and 
particularly parent education, pro­
grams involving study, work and tra­
vel in Israel, strengthening of reli­
gious life - all these and more should 
be part of this multi-faceted program. 

In this program of Jewish educa­
tion there is, in my opinion, a place 
for the Reform Jewish day school. 
It is to be hoped that through the 
more intensive system of Jewish edu­
cation possible in the day school, we 
shall develop young people who will be 
ready to devote 'their lives to the 
rabbinate, Jewish education and other 
Jewish communal professions. 

I cannot accept the point of view 
that there is something incompatible 
between Reform Judaism and the day 
school. In the literature of the Reform 
movement statements can be found 
opposing and championing the day 
school. In any case, the very essence 
of Reform Judaism is its receptivity 
to change. Witness the new directions 
enjoined upon the Reform constitu­
ency by the Columbus Platform of 
1937. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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1Nemzoff ( Cont'd J 
The 1961 Biennial resolution which 

opposri:l Federal aid to private reli­
gious schools also stated: "We re­
spect the right of any religious de­
nomination to establish and admin­
ister its own educational institutions. 
We applaud their contribution to the 
cultural and spiritual diversity of 
our nation . ... " 

The Union has no position on day 
schools, but the statement above would 
indicate that we should not deny our­
selves what we applaud in others. 

Nor can I accept the charge that 
the Jewish day school will undermine 
the public school and ghettoize our 
children. In many congregations, 
twenty-five percent and more of our 
children attend private schools, many 
of which are under sectarian spon­
sorship, where often they are sub­
jected to compulsory chapel attend­
ance and compulsory Bible courses 
with a Christological interpretation. 
Do these private schools undermine 
the public school system? Witness the 
statement in "The State and the Non­
Public Schools" issued by the United 
States Office of Education: "In pro­
viding for their government, the peo­
ple of the United States have recog­
nized by constitutional provision that 
there are certain private ventures 
which should be encouraged. Non­
public schools have long been recog­
nized as one such venture, especially 
when these schools are not conducted 
for profit." 

Nor need we be concerned about 
ghettoization of our children. They 
will continue to live in a secular en­
vironment and be subjected to the 
communication of ideas through our 
mass media. They will continue to 
attend secular colleges. 

Will we find the necessary number 
of pupils willing to attend a Reform 
Jewish day school? Will we find the 
necessary means of financing such a 
venture? I believe that we will, but 
we shall not find out without trying. 
There were those who wondered 
whether or not our camp program 
would interfere with other Union 
fund-raising endeavors. We found no 
such interference but rather an aug­
mentation of means through this ex­
citing program of informal Jewish 
education in the "cultural island" of 
the camp environment. 

Some advocate as a first step the 
establishment of Reform day schools 
on the junior high and high school 
level which might, in the course of 
time, be on a par with the best private 
schools except that there would be 
an integrated program of Jewish as 
well as secular studies. Others think 
in terms of elementary schools, utiliz-
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ing the lovely modern synagogue class­
rooms which stand empty all day. 

The time has come, I believe, to 
act. There are many problems to be 
solved but the rewards to be achieved 
are great. 

* * * 
RABBI ROBERT S. WIDOM, 
Director, Camp and 
Youth Education, UAHC 

Everyone seems to lament the lack 
of J ewishly-enriched Reform leader­
ship. Everyone also agrees with, and 
applauds the objective of securing 
those who have earned the right to 
guide our movement by learning well 
our values and our heritage, those 
who truly share and understand our 
fathers' treasures. The question is, 
how is this to be achieved? 

Some argue quite vociferously that 
the upgrading and strengthening of 
the curriculum for our religious 
schools is the cardinal objective. They 
perfervidly believe in this as the main, 
and some even say, the only course of 
action since they readily accept the 
assumptions that: (1) the establish­
ment of Reform Jewish Day Schools 
would undermine and betray the pub­
lic school system which is the bedrock 
of American Democracy; (2) the Re­
form Jewish Day School would tend 
to ghettoize our youth, causing them 
to "lose touch" with the mainstream 
of American life. 

How could we ever disagree with 
the goal of enhancing the curriculum 
for our religious schools. This re­
mains a necessary and ongoing process 
to which the department of Education 
of the UAHC is ever committed. 
Though we accept this goal together 
with the sincerity of its advocates, 
we respectfully reject their logic con­
cerning day schools together with 
their lugubrious presentations. 

First, as for Reform Day Schools un­
dermining the public school system, it 
is necessary to point out that private 
schools are, and have always been, 
an accepted institution within Ameri­
can life, and whose right to exist is 
guaranteed by state constitutions. No­
one seriously contends that private 
schools have undermined the public 
school system; rather, their existence 
has permitted the individual the free­
dom of choice. The private school has 
also acted as a gadfly stimulating 
public school education to move for­
ward. If the private school does not 
undermine the public school system, 
why conclude that the Reform Day 
School will? Moreover, can we really 
believe that the Reform Day School 
can work this kind of magic when 
the giant colossus, the Catholic paro­
chial school network has not been 
able to do it. This kind of reasoning, 
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is reminiscent of the arguments over 
whether bo, or not to, support the 
State of Israel. 

Remember how it was pro­
pounded that support for Israel con­
stituted hyphenated Americanism. 
To be a one hundred percent Ameri­
can, we were told, allowed for no 
other commitment. However, those of 
us who vehemently opposed this view 
recognized that the human heart is 
large enough to encompass many loyal­
ties, all at the same time. Equally, 
those of us who would encourage the 
establishment of Reform Day Schools 
are also desirous of maintaining a 
healthy and blossoming public school 
system recognizing its role as one of 
the democratizing institutions in 
American life. Certainly, it is clear 
that one conviction need not preclude 
the other. 

Secondly, as for the argument that 
the day school will ghettoize our 
youth, I can only speak from my own 
personal observations. I find that 
youngsters who attend day schools 
also play after school with friends 
who go to public schools. Moreover, 
they go to the same movies, they 
chew the same brand of bubble gum, 
they use the same piano teacher, they 
play stick ball together in the streets 
of the urban centers, or they belong 
to the same little league in suburbia, 
not to mention that all of tihem love 
Ron Svoboda. 

Where children who attend day 
school socialize with other chil­
dren, and where their parents are 
concerned with communal affairs, and 
I meet such parents and children, the 
argument that they will be "ghetto­
ized" is merely a sham. 

The Day School is not being offered 
as a panacea to cure all the ills of 
American Jewish life. It is not being 
offered as a replacement for our reli­
gious schools any more than our camp­
institutes have replaced religious 
schools. On the contrary, our seven 
camps with their engaging programs 
of learning-living-doing have supple­
mented religious school study and 
have proven themselves to be worthy 
instruments in furthering the learn­
ing process and stimulating enthusi­
asm for things Jewish. Can anyone 
seriously believe that Reform Jewish 
Day Schools could not make their 
contribution toward fostering a Jew­
ishly-enriched leadership, dedicated to 
the best in Judaism as well as the 
best in American life? 

Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman was 
asked to contribute an opinion but 
declined. He said he was too busy. 

Ed. 
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l, _____ N_A_T_E_N_E_w_s_s_Y_M_P_o_s_1_u_M ____ ~ 
RICHARD M. MORIN, 
Director of Education 
The Temple, Cong. Ohabai Sholom 
Nashville, Tennessee 

A question of this type, as perplex­
ing as it is, does manifest itself from 
a simple law of physics involving a 
pendulum. We all know that if al­
lowed to hang from a fixed point, a 
pendulum, or other like object, can 
swing freely to and fro under the 
combined forces of momentum and 
gravity. As the momentum (or the 
individual) and the gravity ( or social 
environment) change, so does the 
effect on the pendulum (or the prob­
lem) register an equal alteration. 

This problem we face and will con­
tinue to face when confronted with 
the resolution passed at the UAHC 
Convention in Montreal which called 
for a study of the feasibility of the 
Reform Jewish Day School. I am not 
completely familiar with the day 
school movement in this country. As a 
lad I was not part of that approach 
to ,Jewish education, and as an edu­
cator, I seldom, if ever, encounter 
anyone that was. Most of what I do 
know I have read from stimulating 
articles by Jack J. Cohen or Abraham 
M. Segal or Emanuel Gamoran and 
what I decipher, at least in my limited 
opinion, is that as the Jew becomes 
more accepted, as he becomes more 
ingrained with the American culture 
and society, he feels more comfortable 
to pattern his life and his institutions 
after his non-Jewish colleagues and 
neighbors. True, this fact is nothing 
new to the sociologist whether he be 
rabbi, educator, or layman. It does, 
however, establish a platform on 
which we can now support such a 
study. 

If it had not been for the success 
of the Roman Catholic parochial 
school system, for example, (which is, 
incidently, having definite personnel 
problems), I doubt whether such an 
attempt would even be ventured by 
Reform Judaism. It is, as some wit 
has suggested, and I do not intend 
to be facetious, most difficult to argue 
with success and so the attempt to 
Xerox begins to bear fruit! 

I am not one who believes that by 
reverting to the yeshivos or the 
Talmud-Torahs or the day-schools, 
whatever you wish to call them, that 
we are really harking back to an old 
form of Jewish education which Re­
form attempted to discard as it mod­
ernized the ,maxims of Mount Sinai. 
After all, did not Reform Judaism 
enhance the concept of speaking the 
vernacular in lieu of Yiddish or He­
brew? For all practical purposes, in 
many parts of this country, Hebrew 
did not exist for a majority of our 
co-religionists. Hebrew, like the ye­
shivos of old, was tossed by the intel­
lectual Reform Jew onto the scrap 
heap! But wait! Witness what has 
happened to our "ancient" language in 
the past twenty years! Witness, for 
example, 40 or 50 or even 60 American 
Jewish, Reform Jewish, teen-age in­
dividuals at the UAHC Kutz Camp­
Institute Torah Corps in Warwick, 
New York, speaking fluent Hebrew! 
The forgotten language, in twenty 
years, is no longer forgotten! The 
rebirth of Israel has stimulated this 
Hebraic re-genesis but it has also 
been nurtured by more modern facili­
ties and more revolutionary ap­
proaches to the concepts of language 
skills and communicative arts. And so 
it can be, and probably will be, with 
the Reform Jewish Day School. With 
all the advances that education has 
made since those terrifying days of 
the Sputnik and the realization by 
Admiral Rickover and others that 
American academic advancement was 
really a substandard education in 
terms of other nations' gains, we have 
gathered to-gether and have definitely 
closed the educational gap. 

Now being the type of people 
that we are in the sense that 
we have taken from each cul­
ture ( and I do not intend to sepa­
rate American Jews from the main­
stream of American life) that which 
was best and discarded that which 
was useless, how can our own religious 
schools fail to ignore these advances 
in education? And if, in the limited 
hours that we spend with our young­
sters in the religious school on the 
week-end or after secular school dur­
ing the weekdays have proven some 
measure of success, how can we fail 
with qualified, trained personnel to 
operate a Reform Jewish Day School, 
whether they be for experimentation 
or for "emet", whether they be pri­
mary or secondary in range, that will 
be an even finer, more lasting, more 
professional, more "everything" ex­
perience for all who enter? 

The great American ideal is that 
our country is a melting pot for all, 
but it is a more American ideal, that 
though we are a melting pot, each 
race, each nationality, and even each 
religion assembled to comprise this 
great land can stand up and re­
iterate the fact that the group is also 
an individual! That it has individual 
differences from which all others can 
gain. It is this ideal of individual 
expression, coupled with the ,techno­
logical and educational advancements, 
which comprise the wealth that is the 
United States, that is the freedom 
that will grant us the understanding 
to know one another as we should and 
to allow our country to behold the 
inner peace that it deserves. 

I am not concerned with the 
thoughts that such a school would 
serve as a "recruiting station" (the 
phrase reeks of Madison Avenue) for 
young people who may wish to become 
rabbis, cantors, educators, or admin­
istrators. That, no doubt, will come 
but it is secondary to me. I am not 
concerned about the separation of 
church and state. Our Supreme Court 
will, I feel assured, maintain the bal­
ance. But what I am concerned about, 
what is not secondary to me, is the 
fact that we will be producing through 
these day-schools, young men and 
young women, who, when joined in 
Kiddushin, in marriage, will convey 
to their children a positive spirit, a 
positive set of values, a positive 
undertaking of transmitting the 
Heritage. 

As Rabbi Samuel Glasner wrote in 
a similar debate in the April, 1963, 
issue of The Jewish Teacher, "To all 
of us who are committed to the high­
est standards of Jewish education, 
this should constitute a challenge, a 
provocative opportunity, an inspiring 
goal." The way that we can maintain 
our individuality, our creativity, but 
more important, our uniqueness is 
through the creation of the Reform 
Jewish Day School. 
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Auguat 20, 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Jabbi Jacko. Sptro 

Rabbi Maurice N. liaendrath; Al Vor1pe 

Day School lleaolution~-C 

There is no need to redraft tha Day School naolutlon. It will be 
aubmitted •• it ie to the sol tlon• Co1111nittee. 

Marvin Braiterman'• auggeatlon can be of value to the laaolutiona 
Comlttee Ab. under all clrcumatancea, 1:eclrafte naolution• 
aubm.itted to it for pl'•aeatat1on on ~ floor. lf 11bat he hi• to 
••1 ia valuable, it ca •ken into account hen. The leaolu• 
ttona C ~ttee rodraita all resolutione no •tter vh t their aource. 

It aaema to me that you ought to pla11 to be at thia committee 
meeting however, ju1t to eep au courant with what the final veraion 
wtll be .. 
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Date Augut 19., 1969 

From ____ R_a_b_b_i_ J_a_c_k_ D_._ s_p_i_r_o _______ _ 

To 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

I just read Marvin Braiterman 1 s remarks in his 
memo to Maurice with regard to our day school resolution. 
I am only sorry that we did not have his legal mind at 
work for us during the arduous process of drafting this 
resolution over and over. 

It seems to me that somewhere along the line we 
simply must call a halt to drafting and redrafting. This 
is a Commission resolution and the Commission approved it 
twice after it had undergone considerable wringing. I 
think at this point we must respect the Commission's 
capacity to articulate a position and its authority to 
submit that position to the Biennial and the Conference. 

With such a sensitive and controversial and 
unpopular issue, I am certain that any statement can be 
torn asunder even if the most astute legal minds on 
Capitol Hill were to draft it. 

Let 1 s live with what we have -- and fight for it. 

cc: Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath and Mr. A. Vorspan 
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.Dr. Michael A. yer, Assoc. Prof. of Je ish History 
He rew Union College• Jta 
Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Mike, 
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Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Ra bi Maurice B. Eiaendrath 
Jtabbi Jack D. Spiro 
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I . ... 

Union of krerican Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth .venue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

There are a number of us here on the facult y in Cincinnati 
who are ve·y strongly i n favor of Reform Jewi sh day schools and 
would like to do whatever possible to br ing about their establish­
ment . (Almost all of the faculty who have children in elementary 
school send them to the Yavneh day school. ) 

I had considered last spring trying to get a vote of the faculty 
in favor oft he establishment of dey schools, but there is suf­
ficient reluctance on the part of certain senior members to make such 
an attempt unwise . However, i f you think that it would be of any 
help to you at all for the discussion on this subject at the biennial , 
I would be glad to circulate a petition of support among members of 
the faculty here . Such a document, I estimate, would receive the 
signatures of better than half of the members . 

Please let me know if such a petition would be of assistance 
to you and, if so, what form you thini it should talce . 

Personal regards and all good wishes . 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Meyer 
Assoc . Prof . of Jewish History 



Mr. Milton Hecht 
87 Lefferts ad 
Y nkers, Ne vo :l· 

Dear Mr. Becht, 

March 20, 1969 

I deeply a prec at your letter o M rch 14th and the spirit 
in which it s ritte . 

The thoughts hich you express to believe that if we 
bad a chance to et and to iscu the problem in all its 
ramification we ould reach a u tanti 1 agreement in our 
views. Certainly, your t fu.nda ntal a au ptions are en 
essential ele ~nt of my own thinking. to wit. that the 
schools thu established st never coru "escape schools" 
(as a matter of ct, I visualize he e tablish nt of a 
prep school rivately en owed and r mo1te from the urban 
center), and further, that this ne r progra must not be 
allowed to drain a ay the eager resources available for the 
pre ent program of part-time religious education; if any­
thing, this part-time program must be strengthened and 
deepened. 

I hope for one that you will be present in M ami so that 
can have a constructive debate and not a throwing of stones 
from behind the r parts of frozen position. 

With warm good wishes, tam 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Re: Reform Day Schools 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

87 Leffetts Road 
Yonkers; 
March ~4 . 

'~ 

8& 

i 

You sent me a copy of your:- letter of February 6th addressed to Mrs. Milton Hecht 
in reference to the proposed establishment of a Day School at Temple Emanu-El of 
Yonkers. This letter is intended as an expression of my own personal feelings on 
this matter. 

As far as Temple Emanu-El is conaerned, I hope that we will continue our discussions 
here until the entire Temple membership shall have had the opportuniyy to vote on 
this question at a congregational meeting. I look forward also, to participating 
in the Miami biennial with all thoee other congregations who are opposed to 
Reform Day Schools. 

I still have personal reservations as to the manner in which the campaign for & 

Day Schools is being conducted. Despite the mantle of self-approval in which their ae 
activities are cloaked, I question the propriety of the actions of the Director of 
Education and some members of the Commission on Jewish Education in actively 
propagandizing for the establishment of Day Schools. By every semantic, moral, and 
ethical standard, there is a world of difference between "supplying ... information 
and consultative assistance", and being an outright proselytizer. 

I also question your quoting a 1963 resolution as justification for these activities. 
That resolution, which coupled deferral of action on Day Schools with the right of 
individual Commission members to supply information and consultative assistance 
was obviously a compromise to attempt tp appease two opposing camps. When the 
Commission reversed its stand in 1968 and resolved to recommend the establishment 
of Day Schools to the UAHC, this 1963 resolution was effectively abrogated. The 
decision as to policy on the establishment of Day Schools now rests, not with the 
Commission on Jewish Education, but with the Union at its forthcoming biennial. 
The activities of Union officials in promoting Day Schools represent a jumping of 
the gun, with the evident intention of making it impossible for the biennial 
conference to render an objective judgment in the face of an accomplished fact. 

All these ar~uments however, are really beside the point. It has become all too 
obvious that the proponents of a Reform Day School program play upon the unhappy 
fears and prejudices which grow at an ever increasing rate within many Reform 
congregations in the northeastern United States. These congregants see a Day School 
as an escape from their urban and suburban problems and not as an idealistic 
means of preserving Judaism. As I read the various statements of those officials 
who favor Day Schools, I am convinced that they really do not seek such an escape 
school system. Unfortunately, regardless of the purity of their motives, they 



.. 

do appeal to those prejudices. In these sensitive times, th~ cannot escape 
identification with those prejudices, however much they attewt to deny and 
refute them. 

I must sadly say to you that I find the position of those who support the present 
Reform Day School program morally indefensible. We ask our leadership to guide us 
on the road illuminated by the clear light of our prophetic tradition, not to 
detour us on the dark path of prejudice and hatred. 

Yet, we can find the right road if we forthrightly face the problems of whom we 
wish to educate for future leadership, and in what manner that education shodld 
be carried out. As a first step, I would hope that there would be offered to the 
forthcoming biennial a resolution which would provide that the Union itself 
sponsor the establishment of schools on a regional basis which would act as 
Reform Yeshivot. These schools would not be merelJ a substitute for secular schools. 
Their curriculum would be equally divided between secular and religious subjects, 
and their graduates would logically be expected to advance to the Hebrew Union 
College. Their support could be derived from endowments, Union assistance, the aid 
of individual interested Temples, and, of course, from tuition. Admittedly, this 
is a parochial school program for a selected elite, and it should so be 
presented to the Union biennial for its approval. 

Secondly, we must recognize that our primary responsibility still remains with the 
overwhelming majority of our children who will continue to attend the Sunday Schools. 
Every attempt must continue to be made to strengthen and improve their performance. 
No other programs should be permitted to drain away their already meager resources. 
We must also recognize that while a small group may be diverted to the religious 
preparatory progr~m,(for lack of a better name), a strong intellectual group will 
still re~ain in our Sunday schools. Their education must not be degraded to the 
lowest common denominator, but should be rt!!inforced and enriched. 

I have tried to present a positive attitude towara the problems which we mutually 
face, rather than being merely a nay-sayer. Since this letter is intended for that 
purpose, and not as part of a debate by correspondence, I do not request a response. 
The only answer which I seek is a break from frozen positions and a re-examination 
and re-thinking of this problem by all concerned so that, hopefully, we might 
see a more prophetically enlightened course at the Miami biennia\ in which we 
would be unanimously joined. 

Sincerely, 

~l~ 
Milton Hecht 



Copies sent to: 
Rabbi Abraham J. Klausner 
Rabbi Jack D, Spiro 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Mr, & Mra. Sherman Pincus 
Mr- and Mrs. Sidney Braudy 
Mr. Milton Hecht rebruary 6, 1969 

Mrs. Milton Hecht ~ Secretary 
Comnittee of 100 
87 tefferts Road 
Yonkers, New York 10705 

Dear Mrs. Hecht, 

In Dr. lisendrath's absence I take the liberty of responding to your 
letter of February 2 , 1969. 

Your point concerning the "fait accompli" and the Union ataff members 
assistance to congregatio conte plating h stablishment of Day 
Schools , would well taken were the union a hierarchal organization 
with full uthority over the actions of it• congregations. It ia not. 
Each congreg t ion is fre to do anyt 1ng it ple 1es in its program and 
the Union' resolutions are r commendations only and not directives. In 
a word, congregations will e fre to establish a ch schools even if the 
Union Biennial should reject the resolution which is to be offered at 
its Miami Biennia. 

As a con equence , the prior eata liahment of such schools by congrega­
tiona would not represent the Union with any kind of a 11 £ait accompli." 
It is true that were thi r sol tion vot d down at the Biennial the 
Union itself could not ncoura e the establishment of such schools, but 
individual congregation• could. 

Therefore, the present activities of Rabbi Spiro and Dr. Jaffe are not 
out of order. Ae a matter of fact•- and I call this new act to your 
attention -- they are apecifically authorized to do so by a resolution 
and report on the Dlly School passed and accepted in 1963, Par~graph #3 
of which reads as follows: 

11ve recomnend no formal action at thb time. The subject (of Day 
Schools) should remain under continuing obaervatlon. Should any 
congregation or group of congregat:f.ona within our Movement decide 
to set up a pilot project in this area there ia nothing to prevent 
the members and staff of the Conmisaion on Jewish Education from 
supplying such information and consultative assistance•• they are 
equipped to provide." 

Thia report was accepted in June 1963. It waa signed by Rabbi Bernard 
J. Bamberger, who, marginally noted, b not himself in favor of Day 
Schools. 

I certainly appreciate your writing us and I do hope that you will be 
present in Miami so that your contrary views on the subject will be 
given full voice. 

Cordially, 
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~1-✓\'l~ 11 ,% ~~ ~' / \ ~ 
~ 9Jl Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, President 
1 Union of meriean Hebrew Congregations 

8J8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Oear Rabbi Eisendrath, 

Yonkers, New York 10705 
February 2,1969 

This letter is being written on behalf of over 100 
congregational families of Temple Ema.nu-el in Yonkers who are opposed to 
th~ eseablisbment of a Jewish oriented Day School, as propoi3ed for our Temple. 

The committee began with the nucleus of a few families who 
mailed the enclosed brochure to the entire membership of our Temple. s a 
result of that one mailing; well over 1 0 families have taken the initiative 
to respondl joining in opposition to the establistunent of a Temple day school. 

The Study and Discussion Kit on Full Time Jewish Education in 
the Reform Movement indicates that as of May 1968 the Commission on Jewish 
Education recommended to the UAHC, as its decision alone, that the Union 
encourage the establishment of Day Schools. we understand that this question 
is still open and is to be decided at the next biennial conv~ntion of the 
Union to be held in November of this ye r. 

However at a recent meetipg held at our temple, Rabbi Spiro 
and Dr. Jaffee, representing the Commsion on Jewish Education, indicated that 
they were actively assisting a number of congregations in the Metropolitan 
area in the establishment of such scho ls. 

We feel that this activity is premature and could present the 
next biennial with a "fa.it e.ccompli11 making it difficult for the delegates to 
render an objective judgment on this question. 

We &sk that the Union assert its authority so that a proper 
climate for study and dis~ussion Qla.Y be maintained ana that a free and open 
forum be available at the forthcoming biennial when a decision will be made 
on this question. 

cc: Rabbi Jack Spiro 
Rabbi Abraham J. Klausner 

Sincerely yours, 
Cormnittee of 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy, Co-Ch&irlllall 
Kr. and Mrs. Milton Hecht, sec~etary 

Pro-Tero 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, V, P, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler; 

87 Lefferts Road 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10705 
February 11, 1969 

Thank you for your letter of February 6th, in reply to 
our letter to Rabbi Eisendrath, written in his absence. 

We note with great interest that since 1963, when you 
were Director of Jewish Education, you have been in the forefront of 
those who espouse and support the principle of Reform Day Schools. We 
therefore see your letter as a partisan reaction and not responsive to 
the questions we raised in regard to the UAHC. 

We would still appreciate a reply from Rabbi Eisendrath 
upon his return and have so requested of him as in the enclosed letter. 

Sincerely yours, 
Committee of 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy, Co-Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Hecht, Secretary 

Pvn- ud-o-Tem. 



Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Fresident 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisendrath; 

87 Lefferts Road 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10705 
Feb. 11,1969 

On February 2nd, we wrote to you with the major purpose 
of informing you, as president of the UAHC, that there is a substantial 
and articulate opposition to the establishment of a Day School at our 
Temple Emanu-el of Yonkers where such a proposal is under discussion. 

An enclosed brochure explained the reasons for our oppo­
sition. Because we feel that the COllllliaaion on Jewish Education is a 
special pleader and protagonist for this departure from what we believe 
is basic Reform doctrine, we aeked your intercea&ion with the representa­
tives of the Commission. 

we are well aware that the UAHC is not hierarchal in 
structure. We know that we must fight the establishment of a Day School 
within our Temple and we are. we also think. however, that national 
staff, in the absence of any committment by the UAHC at its biennial 
convention, when the lay membership expresses its will, whould restrict 
its activities to advice rather than pro•elytizing for Day schools. 

we have received a reply to our first letter from Rabbi A• 
Schindler. We would still like to hear from you. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely yours, 
Committee of 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Pincus, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Braudy, Co-Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Hecht, Secretary 

Pro-Tem 



1963 COMMISSION REPORT ON DAY SCHOOLS 

In 1950, papers were read before the CCAR by Victor Reichert and the late 

Emanuel Gamoran on the proposal to create day schools under Reform Jewish auspices . 

Lengthy discussion followed. Last December, a similar program was conducted by 

NATE, with Samuel Glasner and Sam Rosenkranz reading papers. Our Commission re­

ceived a communication some years ago from members of the faculty and student-body 

of the New York School, HUC-JIR, asking us to "re-think" our position on the sub­

ject; and the New England Council of Reform Rabbis has adopted a resolution urging 

the establishment of preparatory schools conducted in the spirit of our movement. 

A number of Reform leaders have made personal statements favoring day schools and 

have enrolled their own children in existing institutions of this type. Many of 

our congregations conduct daily nursery schools; to our knowle~ge, however, none 

has extended the day school program to kindergarten and primary grades. 

The foregoing summary is based on information supplied by Dr. Grand, whose 

help is gratefully acknowledged. 

On this subject, our Commission can take one of three courses: 

1. Reflecting the long-standing opposition of Reform to segregatory trends, 

we could adopt a resolution against day schools. But it is not easy to discover 

a clear principle on which to base such a resolution. Despite our often-expressed 

devotion to public schools, we have never voiced disapproval of the enrollment of 

our children in private schools -- a widespread practice which has gone on for 

many years. In his argument against day schools, Dr. Rosenkranz achieved consis­

tency by arguing that all primary and secondary education should be conducted by 

the State. Such a position is not only unrealistic, and from the legal standpoint 

unconstitutional, but it is also open to serious question on moral and religious 

grounds. The existence of private and parochial schools can be a source of strength 

to the cause of freedom. We may or may not consider Reform Jewish day schools 

desirable: we can hardly argue that they are morally or religiously wrong. 
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2. We could adopt a resolution favoring the creation of such schools. But 

it is unlikely that a resolution of the sort would lead to action; and if we 

thought it might precipitate such an undertaking, we should be all the more 

hesitant to adopt it! The establishment of a day school will be a difficult and 

expensive task, and we will not be able to help finance it. Dr. Rosenkranz 

cogently reminds us that Orthodox leaders have been demanding community support 

for their day schools, and suggesting that if this support is not forthcoming, 

they will have to seek federal aid. A sense of responsibility should restrain us 

from passing a resolution that would be futile if unheeded and dangerous if heeded. 

The one certain result of such action by the Commission would be that the 

CCAR and UAHC would have to pass upon it. Thus both these bodies would be involved 

in lengthy and perhaps heated debates on a question still theoretical. 

3. Your Committee therefore recommends no formal action at this time. The 

subject should remain under continuing observation. Should any congregation or 

group of congregations within our movement decide to set up a pilot project in 

this area, there is nothing to prevent the members and staff of the Commission 

from supplying such information and consultative assistance as they are equipped 

to provide. They need only avoid such public statements as would imply that we 

have an official attitude toward the undertaking. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BERNARD J . . BAMBERGER 

Chairman, Committee on Day Schools 
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Rabb~. Jay Kaufman 
B'na1 B'rith 

April 4~ 1968 

1640 Rhode I~land ·enue N.~. 
waahingtO!l, D.C. 20036 

Rab i sc .. i-cdl r .=.e t of tow for a ~ev 
day, but ca k d Ii _ ire o. yo 
the addres~ of a Mi.. HAROLD SAD . Would 
you be 6 00 nough o se .. d it on'? 

S cer l ·, 

(Mr .) B;ae einer 
ecr t~ry to bi wchindler 
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IM[JEIM[ (Q) IRAN[)) lUJIM[ 

Date March 27, J 968 

Rabbi Jack D. Spiro From __________________ _ 

To 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ___________________________ _ 

Subject---------------~---,,:----B,...~====--"7'/rh:,,,<o,1.....-_________ _ 

. fi-V vi 
~ I,; yF /,J- ,f'J (~ u 

Alex, I was s.pe,~~-Wab:=t.l:l Jay Kaufman who asked me to remind 
you about a ~d Sak§j evidently a philanthropist, who 
was interes 1d ~ing to the founding of a Jewish 
university. Jay me tioned that he might be interested in the 
prep school project 

JDS:fln. 



-

-.1 Nlrtln A. Cehen 
...,., UftlOII C.11 .. • • 
Jtwl111t I ltute of"-'• 

Viltl 
11w York, 

ThMILyou , ... ... . ,. ..... ... 
It'" . ......... .. 

I • "f'Y ~ , • ._,.lllllll• 
''l•l•tlve ...... , • 
IIW81"d In en, .... 

., 
They 

, _, .... 
Ire .... 1ty 

Ylttl of yeur abMNfttt• -NIIIMltillll WI hun•lnt• I 
hae .._ .. ._tvlnt I I 1111 foNI of .. IIIIWlt 
t._... It 111t1n • .,..,,n wlthl the,.,.._ ef 
,_,.,.. IN I Itel I•• t.._ .,. till •tter 11 4 ... 
&111aed. w .,._., the -n•r the •nc1•.,....• .. 1llty 
of _, ..... ,, wltt -- __ ,,_, • wlll lie ..., 
to ' llilf.,. -••t. 

Vlth"" tr ...... ,I• 

.,...,.,y .,. ... 

,.., ..... ,.. 
JKl•J• 



Hebrew Union ~ollege ✓ Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRE GA TIONS 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Jay: 

40 WEST 68 STREET • NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

TRafalgar 3-0200 

February 26, 1965 

I finally have the leisure to write to you to tell you how 
honored I felt when you came to hear me preach. Even though I 
would not be so bold as to think that you came for that purpose, 
the confluence of circumstances that brought you to the Union 
Temple did make me very happy. 

I know that you will be interested to learn that subsequent 
to my preaching of that sermon, a number of people in the Temple 
have spoken to me indicating that they were originally opposed to 
the idea of the all-day school, but that they are prepared to re­
consider their decision. Among them were two very prominent leaders 
of the community. 

It is also interesting to note that of all the laymen who spoke 
with me, not one mistook my position. I had been afraid, as you were, 
that I was bending over backwards, but apparently I could not completely 
hide my own position. I continue to feel that a cautious, cool and 
backward-bending approach, is less likely to provoke hostility from the 
people we want to reach. 

Those students of mine who took my elective course on the History 
of Reform Judaism last year (unfortunately, I cannot offer it yearly) 
are prepared ideologically and emotionally to be of service and in all 
ways in a day-school program. 

If I can be of service, please do not hesitate to call on me. 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely yours, 

Martin A. Cohen 
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MIEM (0) ~AN[)) UM 
Date Jul 17 1968 

From _____ R_a_b_b_i_ J_a_c_k_D_. _S_p_i_r_o _______ _ 

To Regional Directors 

Co ,yforinformationofRabbis Jacob Rudin, Roland Gittelsohn, David Hachen, Maurice 
isendrath, Alexander Schindler; Miss Katherine Molnar; Department of Educ. Staff 

Subject _____ R_e_e_o_lu_t_i_o_n_ o_n_ F_u_l_l _-T_i_m_e_ J-'-e_w_i""""s_h_E_du_c-'-a_t_i_o_n ______________ _ 

At the UAHC Biennial last November in Montreal the following resolution 
was passed without dissent: 

"WHEREAS, mindful of the growing ferment within our ranks for the 
creation of Reform Jewish Day schools as well as the desire for at least 
one secondary school under UAHC auspices as a pilot project, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

1) that the Commission on Jewish Education make available to the UAHC Board 
of Trustees, our Regional Councils and Federations and congregations, the 
results of its recent study on this subject; 

2) that during the next two-year period a thorough and objective exploration 
of this matter be carried on by the Commission on Jewish Education so that a 
complete report on this subject may be brought to the next General Assembly 
of the UAHC; 

3) that the Reform Movement may express itself decisively on this subject at 
the next Biennial Assembly." 

During the last Commission meeting in May, the following resolution, 
submitted by the Ad Hoc Committee on Day Schools, of which David Hachen is 
chairman, was passed 17-3: 

"The Ad Hoc Committee urges the Commission on Jewish Education to 
recommend to the Central Conference of American Rabbis and the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations that they encourage the establishment of 
schools, which would provide for the liberal Jew, on a full-time basis, an 
integrated program of Jewish and general studies." 

We are in the process of preparing a packet of informational materials 
regarding the issue of full-time Jewish education. This packet will consist 
of the Biennial mandate, the Commission resolution, the feasibility study, 
several articles pro and con, the results of a survey conducted and a dis­
cussion guide. 
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The discussion guide is important because we hope that you will arrange 
a program (workshop, infonngl meetings, etc.) during your Regional Biennials 
this coming year to discuss the issue of full-time Jewish education within 
the Reform Movement. 

Perhaps you will also consider encouraging every congregation in your 
region to utilize a congregational meeting, a board meeting, a religious 
school committee meeting, etc., to discuss the issue fully. We hope, in this 
way, to clea= the air of much of the heat and haze which this issue inevitably 
raises, prio= to the Miami Biennial when the Commission Resolution will be sub­
mitted and its fate determined. 

I would appreciate receiving information about your plans. 

JDS:ehf 



Rabb I I rwl n C. Lowenh im 
Tempi Emanu•EI 
1526 Centr•l Av 
Far Roek~. N.Y. 11691 

Dear Rabbi Lowenhel■: 

Februery 4, 1965 

Ha"'/ than kl for your 1rac lou1 , ... ,kl In regerd to 
my artlc:1• on Reform Jewish Day Schools. I was de-
1 lghted to learn that you are tn agrewaent with me 
on the lmportanc:e of establlshlf'.19 such schools and 
• happy to count you -ma our al1 le1. 

While I would like very much to meet with you to 
discuss this matter t greater length. I find that 
ffff schedule wlll not mak uch etlng posslble. 
Kay I suggest you contact Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
the UAHC's dlr tor of Re l9lou1 Education for I am 
sure he would b pleased to have the opportunity to 
share an exchange with you on this crucial ubJect. 

With kindest gr etlngs, I• 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay K.auf•n 
JK/ejm 
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TEMPLE EMANU~El FEB 
OF FAR ROCKAWAY , 

1526 CENTRAL AVE., FAR ROCKAWAY, N. Y., 11691 

GRanite 1-2888-2889 

Feb. 1, 1965 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 5th Av. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman, 

I read your article in the October issue of the CCAR 
Journal and heartily endorse the position you have taken. 
I maintain that the establishment of Reform Day Schools 
are essential and imperative. I believe that we can no longer 
table this cruchtl issue. The time is come when the Rab ... 
binate must manifest determined leadership. 

At the last meeting of the Association of Reform Rabbis, 
at the House of Living Judaism1 the Day School issue was 
discussed. Rabbi Joel Zion delievered a fine paper, advocating 
the establishment of day schools. At the conclusion of the 
meeting, a vote on this issue revealed that the great majority 
of Rabbis favored the establishment of Day Schools. 

I would like to meet with you1 

this significant matter. 
so that we may d i scuss 

rY 
' \1u.r' ✓ 
l J ~ 

J1" ;!j(J 
~fl° 

Sincerely, 

~~~'v.~ 
Rabbi Irwin C. Lowenheim 



Of"f"ICE 01" THE PROVOST 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER. BROADWAY AND 122ND STREET 

V 

JAN 29 1q~~ 

NEW YORK 27 , N , Y . J 
CABLE ACCRESS: '"SEMINAFtV" N~W YORK 

January 27, 1965 

Dear Jay: 

This is a rather belated acknowledgement of your 
off-print on "Day Schools''· I imagine you know 
how Daniel felt and you seem to have survived 
too. All of us are strengthened by every 
reaffirmation of the intensification of standards 
for Jewish education. I am sure that your paper 
will be an important resource in future discussions 
of American Jewish Education. 

I hope that I may see you sometime soon. 

Every good wish. 

Bernard Mandelbaum 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, New York 

BM:slh 



RABBI HAROLD H. GORDON 

1 0 EAST 73R0 STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

J nu~r 21 , B65 
18 ~heVut 5725 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of meric~n Hebrew 

Con0 reg tians 
38 Fifth venue 

dew York 21 , . , l'. . 

11Yasher Ko ch" on 1our ~rticle ;,hich peared 

in the October , 1 6l~ issu of the CCAR 11·,a:y 

Schools : ot \ hether Bu Ho ?" 

More intensive Jewish education will benefit 

not onl the Re·orm grou but ~1 lal Yisr£el . 

All the more ower to 1 0 for rressing for the 

est·blishment of Reform d~y schools . 

~ordi 11 

HHG :ets 



J&nl.Ul27 18, 196 

• 



... 

Johnton u , ~ \o ,•ble federal aid w parochial. and other p:"ivate sohoola. 

I realise thougb that hon 1lho 1'aD1; the Reto Jf.ffl'1.Bh ehools a1"e not going to abcl on 1iheh- goal tor • rinll.9 
rbruJOtl that I mention. 'I wo ther.efoN propose that 701l p.tt your aero- 01f into the . ahMnt 0£ boardirsg aob.o :i mher thtm a da.7 aohoo1 A boaHiq Nhool would 
be :removed .tn. -- ,.._..,. fd.'7' lllid not be • :tenor in he l'lal!le wq1 ~\he.._ Jft0Pl.4t, or•• \he 'Same ~-. ~lt; J'O• -- .. \he ,._. lioUIJ& at ONt\t ~a_. Q ON 1N ued U glrl1t board• tng sliffi.,ol.. AtlT Jri,me ..,_ P'l ....,ilah u ~ goir)g to be Dr the o1dldrea ot w-Uq, m11. ... ,oa also no--oMd 1Jl attl'&oting l sg,."iolarship t\mde. This would be 
110 difterent 1n \he o th boadiM eehool. 

l do hope you and tba ~ of 70e CO:ntmit\H will g:l,-e ffriou oonside.ra.Uon o -, &l'gaaeata and to w:, pro­po..:t. 

MA.Rt C 

c l! Rabbi JST ~ 
Babbi Bal.tour Briolmc 
llabb1~~ts 
Rabbi Joel Zion 
Rabbi Willia Ronnl>1111 
Rabbi Alex Soh1ndler 

at htull;r, 

Michael A. Ro~n, Rabbi 



Mr. Heinz Warsehauer 
Holy Blossom Temple 
1950 thurst Stre t 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada 

Dear Hein: 

January 14, 1965 

Dr. Maurice J cobs shard with your requ st for 
r prints of my rec t rtlcle on R form J lsh 
Day Schools nd not d that h has no copl son 
h nd at this tlm. I stncerely r gret that you 
are having such difficulty obtaining th r • 
pr I nts. 

Und rs arat cov r, I sending you ten copl s 
of the article. I trust t se wilt be of help to 
you. I wish It w re possible form to supply 
more but unfortunately I do th ve too many 
copies left In my supply and m h ppy to not 
get constant r uests for th . 

With warmest reg rds, I 

Slncerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/ Jm 



AREA CODE 215 MA 7-7450 

1010 Arch Street • Philadelphia, Penna. 19107 

January 7,, 1965 

f1 :· . Heinz rfarschauer, 
f! l . 31,..~son Templa~ 

:tr-eet ~t va d • ., 
. t . 1 ~a na,ia . 

r~i ... in in nswe • to your note of th 4th . 

' · I,. 1 e:; b :fr ,t t,~c CCf\R 
L , z:.~ i;:. e ing pr· if. 

n ::.ug, _ r. ;;t f r 'Jilrint~; , i 
c-. ,.J pro. it.: v "' . 

. ere ~y tk~ author 
lfter the initial 

~~all quant;t5 , 

W. ha re no co ic"' r.:£ th~ i(• u ,:,r.ao r,r.tr.t b t l a sending 
"' cc, :I o f: } .; • .lctte,. K;;,,.r~tllan so t .i't he will kn • of 
_·ou:r inter-cs~ in 50 C) ic:,:>. 

,ot-c ' <' . y yours ,, 

Dear Jay:-

Tye type is standing but it does not RIOtg~. o~ir 
pay to go to press again for 50 or even 100 
copies. The reasonable fi ure would be about 500. 

I.,, 

t •, 
I .., 

I V )✓ 
I l•.J> , r I 

..I J 

J 

I 
_,/ 

J 



~ PJ~ 5emji!e 
/!ladw,,J/ Ylnet al ~ a f!ikad' 

xt>Tdo 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman, 
U A H C, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi: 

December 24, 1964. 

We are interested in obtaining reprints of your article, 
"DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER, BUT HON? 11

, published in the 
October, 1964 issue of the CCAR Journal . 

We have been adv i sed by Rabbi Joseph Klein, editor of the 
above mentioned publicat i on, to contact you to find out 
whether you have a supply of these reprints. 

We would be interested i n obtaining 50 copies. 

Looking forward to hearing from you by return mail , 
with kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

remain, 

HW:rg Heinz Warschauer, 
Director of Education. 
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Mr. H lnz warschauer 
Holy Blossom Temple 
Bathurst Street at Ava Road 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Dear Hefnii 

December 23• 1964 

Rabbi Joseph Kleln. ltor of the CCAA J RHAL, has 
shared with• your requ•t for fifty copies of my 
rt I c I e on '80ay Sc 1 s t Whether• But flow?" I 

was delighted to learn that you wish to utlllze 
this paper In your prog anmt119. 

Unfortunat ly, I an u bt to supply fifty r prints 
from Rf'/ own supply for I order a 1 hnlt d number 

nd have had many requests for cop I s • I 'm p 1 eased 
to say. I uld sugg st that you co tact Dr. Haurlce 
Jacobs, 1010 Arch Stree, lladelphfa, PeMsyfv nla. 
His firm prints the Journ 1 nd p rhitps ft wlll be 
possible to obtain r prints from that sourc. 

With warmest regards, I am 

lncerely yours, 

~bbl Jay Kaufman 
JK/ Jm 
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Mr. He·nz w 
D rector of 
Holy Bl o 
T onto, C n 

ar Mr. War c~a r. 

This 1.s 1n,: ply 
if 1t is po s bl 
Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
CCAR Journal I 
available, a th u 
to R bbi Kaufm~n. 
ordered a larqe num ~ 
has th t manr cop es 1 

Rabbi Kaufman•s 
York 21, N. Y. H 1. , 
President of the UAH~. 

JK:ea 

December 7, 1964 

asking 
r icl by 

ue of the 
r no 
you writ. 
may hdv 

ma e and 

1f h Aven , w 
u know. th 11 e-

Rabbi Jo ph Klein 

• 



Miss Susan Kelnor 
25 Wf I low ~te 
Aoslyn Heights, N.Y. 

Oear Mfss Kelnor: 

l>ecembor l 6, 1964 

As Rabbi Kaufman Is currently out-of•tM city, t.,. 
taking the liberty of responding to your lotter of 
recent date. 

t am enclosing • copy of an article ~bl Kaufman, 
wrote for the Journal of the Centrel Conference of 
American Rabbis on 110ay Schools: Not Whether But How? 
This wltl, I am 1ure, be of help to you In preparing 
your Cottflrmatlon report. $hould you have any ques• 
tlons please do not hesftate co call upon us . 

. Ith every good wish, t am 

encl. 
ce: Aahbl n. Fogel 

Sincerely yours, 

Edith J. Miller 
Administrative Ass 1t. 
to Rabbi Jay .Kaufman 
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Mr. Harry Wohl 
Jew1sh Education Ccimllttee 
426 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Harry: 

December I It, 1964 

Thank you for your lovely note concerning the article 
on day tc:hoo1s In Its exquisite Heb:rtw rose. It was 
such a Joy to read your letter and 10 very eneouraglng 
for mo personally to have th •entlm t you expressed 
relayed to • 

wt th wannest r ardt • I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/•J• 
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RABBI THEODORE N. LEWIS, D. D. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 

OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN 30, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

November 23, 1964 

Thank you for your congratulations upon my 
twenty-fifth year with Progressive. I appreci­
ate the very nice things you say, and I am grate­
ful to you. 

I am enclosing the current issue of our 
weekly bulletin. I am sure you will be delighted 
with what I wrote about the Flatbush Yeshiva. 

With warm personal regards and every good 
wish, I am 

Sincerel ours 

L:c ~do N. Lewis 
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Service For Chanukah 
The Feast of Dedication lasts eight 

days. A candle is kindled soon after 
nightfall on the first evening, and on 
each successive evening another cand le 
is added. On Friday, the Chanukah 
lights are kindled before the Sabbath. 

The following blessings are r ecited 
before kindling the lights: 

iW~ tl 71V i1 7,0 1Jli17~ II i1il~ 71iJ 
'iw iJ p1,,n, 1J11, 11m 1 0:1 1Jw1p 

n:iun 
Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E-lo-he-nu 

Me-lech ho-o-lom, asher kid-d'sho-nu 
b'mits-vo-sav v'tsi-vonu l'had-lik ner 
she! chan'nu-koh . 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who hast san­
ctified us by Thy commandments and 
commanded us to kindle the lights of 
Chanukah. 

nwyw o,,yn 7,0 u 1n'iH 11 nnH 7n:1 
iliil )Oi::l tli1i1 iJIQl::l 1Jlfl1JH7 iJliJj 

Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E-lo-he-nu 
Me-lech ho-o-lom she-o-soh nis-sim 
la-avo-se-nu by-yomim ho-haim baz-z'­
man haz-zeh. 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who hast 
wrought miracles for our fathers, in 
days of old, at this season. 

Blessing recited on first nigh t only. 

C71Vi1 7,0 1J1i1 7H 11 i1ilH 71iJ 
nm 1or'i uy1Ji11 uo1p, 1J1nnw 

Bo-ruch Atoh A-do-nay E-lo-he-nu 
Me-lech ho-olom she-hech'yon-nu, v'­
kimo-nu v'hi g-g-o-nu la-z'man haz-zeh. 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe, who has kept us 
in life and hast preserved us, and en­
abled us to reach this season. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 
OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

• 

November 23, 1964 

SABBATH WORSHIP 

Friday Evening, November 27th, 8:30 P.M. 

DR. LEWIS 
will preach on 

"RECAPTURING 

THE PILGRIM 

SPIRIT" 
* * * * 

SOCIAL HOUR - ONEG SHABBAT 

* * * * 
Saturday Morning, November 28th, 10:30 A.M. 

Sermon On 

Torah Portion 

:,,,,, c~,, ,~ n\:;:,, 

"Thou shalt meditate therein day and night." 

TORAH PORTION FOR THE WEEK - Vayyeshev 

Genesis - Chapter 37, verse 9 th rough Chapter 40 

Reading from the Prophets 

Kislev 18, 5725 

Amos - Chapter 2, verse 6 to Chapter 3, verse 8 

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
OF THE BROOKLYN REFORM CONGREGATIONS 

at Progressive Synagogue 

Wednesday Evening, November 25th, 8:30 P.M. 

Rabbi Louis I. Newman 
will preach 

and the rabbis of the congregation wi ll participate 

Collation 
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Temple Topics 
Published weekly from the begin­

ning of Synagogue activities in the 
fall to the end of Synagogue activi­
ties in the spring except the week 
during which Jewish holidays occur. 

Progressive Synagogue 
:,~~,i, :i,~:,i, 

Kehilath Kadimah 
Ocean Avenue and Avenue I ES. 7-1818 

Brooklyn, New York 
Subscription Price .......... $1.00 per annum 

Dr. Theodore N. Lewis, Rabbi 
858 East 26th Street - DEwey 8-8205 

Naftali Castel, Cantor 
PRESIDENT 

Milton Gelman 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Jack Kalman Nicholas Anton 
Harry Haimowitz George Siegel 
Morris Sudack . . . ...... . Financial Secretar11 
Simon Auskern .. . . ... .. ...... . .... Treasurer 
Albert A. Sarney ... .. .. . Recording Secretar11 
Albert A. Berman . .. Corresponding Secretar11 
Samuel Probstein . ... . . .. . Executive Secretaru 

2901 Avenue I - DEwey 8-9743 
Morris Sudack . .. . . .... . .. . . Men's Club Pres. 
Sylvia Gelman . .... . ... . .... . S isterhood Pres. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Albert A. Sarney . ........... . .... . Chairman 

Associates: 
Mildred Collender, Esther Distler. H arry Haim­
owitz, Mildred Hammel, Dr. Philip Harris, 
Morris Sudack. 

MEMORIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Sabbath eve, November 27th, we will 

commemorate the Yahrzeit of: 
Joseph J. Alexander 

-:-:- Fay Fami lant 
Nathan Garfield 

• .. • Shepard A. Levine 
Sonia Mason 

.. Eve Rosenberg 
-::- Ray Schwartzman 

-::- Fannie Weiner 
"Zecher Zadick L'Vracha" 

"The Memory of the Righteous 
is for a Blessing" 

-::-A light wi ll be kindled on our Bronze 
Yahrzeit Memorial Tablet. 

MEMORIAL TABLET 
A Memorial Tablet has been placed 

on our Memorial Plaque in memory of: 
Moe Zweibel 

The Tablet contains the name of the 
deceased and the date of death. 

Next Session of 

Sunday Morning Study Group 

December 6th - 10:15 A.M. 

T E l\I P L E T O P I C S 

FROM THE RABB I 

What is the most significant, the most distinctive structure to rise m our 
communi ty in recent years? 

Ocean Avenue and adjoining streets have been literally t ransformed by 
gigantic apartment buildings, many quite luxurious. A few represent t he last 
word in modern living - providing central air conditioning, indoor and out­
door swimming pools, television antenna, garage facilities, and myriads of other 
undreamt of facilities. Yet one building is outstanding, and should fill our hearts 
with joy and pride. 

Thi s building is the new hi gh school of the Flatbush Yeshiva on Avenue J. 
Beyond question, it is the foremost new structure to r ise in our community 
during the last decade. Even architecturally it is most impressive. 

The edifice represents sacrifice, devotion and loyafty-on a magnificent scale. 
A group of Jewish laymen who could conceive a financial undertaking involving 
several million dollars in behalf of a Jewish cause deserve our gratitude. What 
is striking about these Jewish laymen is their dedication to the cause of Jewish 
education , their desire to impart a knowledge of Judai sm to our youth, to train 
Jewish boys a nd girls during their most decisive years in Jewish ways of life. 
What is gratifying and exceptional is that these lay people appreciate t he 
transcending importance of Torah, recognize that teaching the youth is a duty or 
mitzvah, which takes precedence over every other activity. 

Jewish education is the stepchild of American Jewry. American Jews spend 
fantastic sums, millions upon millions of dollars, upon a host of causes, pre­
dominantly philanthropic in character. But for Jewish education, the wealthy 
Jewish community of our land provides a mere pittance. As a resu lt of niggardli­
ness, American Jewish youth is growing up into ad ul t hood, is maturing into 
manhood and womanhood, in shocking ignorance of Judaism and its basic 
religious and ethical teachings. 

The most grievous situation in Jewish religious life is the Bar Mitzvah 
ceremonial. Not only has the socia l aspect of the function become in many 
ways revolting, but what is lamentable is that the Bar Mitzvah has come to 
signify the end of all Jewish learning and synagogue attendance. This re­
presents a spiritual tragedy defying description. A youth at thi rteen is just 
beginning to develop, to mature emotionall y, intellectually and morally. At 
thirteen, the mind is fresh and elastic, capable to receive vital impressions and 
instruction. What one learns during the formative years, from twe lve to sixteen, 
is never completely forgotten. That at this most decisive period in life, Jewish 
education should come to a sudden and abrupt end, is nothing short of 
catastrophic. Not only does all learning cease, but the little J ewish knowledge 
the youth has gained, is quickly forgotten. Learning like much else, is not static. 
He who does not increase knowledge, forfeits it. 

That at least several hundred Jewish boys and girls will continue in our 
community their Jewish education through their high school years, is cause for 
rejoicing. Not only will these youths pursue secular studies, but they will also 
study Torah. Even as they grow in general knowledge, so will they grow in 
Jewish knowledge, in Torah. 

In the high school department of t he Flatbush Yeshiva, as in the other 
branches of the institution, the Hebrew language occupies a place of supreme im­
portance, alongside English. Since it is the Hebrew language which unlocks the 
permanent and fresh resources of the J ewish spirit, no Jewish education is worth 
a tinker's damn without a knowledge of Hebrew. Among the many reasons for 
the grave spiritual impoverishment of American Jewry, the ignorance of the 
Hebrew language ranks at the very top. In the Flatbush Yeshiva, Hebrew lives, 
and the pupils master it by studying t he basic Jewish texts in the original -
the Bible, Rashi, the Mishnah, Gemara, etc. 

Because it houses Torah, is the High School of the Flatbush Yeshiva the most 
important and enduring structure to rise in our midst during the last decade. 
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LATTENDANCE AT I 
~BBATH SERVI~ 

On countless occasions, Dr. Lewis 
has spoken of the functions of our 
Religious School. One of our aims is 
to develop in our pupils a wholesome 
attitude towards Judaism and a pride 
in our heritage. The other is to teach 
our children "how to pray", and par­
t icipate in the Synagogue ritual. The 
Religious School teaches the pupils 
the mechanics of prayer, but this is 
valueless unless it is put into constant 
practise and use. It is because of this 
t hat our children are urged to attend 
€very service on the Sabbath, in the 
company of their parents. 

Since the beginning of the school 
year, we have had on an average, 
over one hundred and fifty children 
present at the Saturday morning ser­
vices. While this is a good record , we 
cannot be satisfied until one hundred 
percent of our pupils present them­
selves on that holy mornin g to parti­
cipate actively, and to put into good 
use the lessons learned in our Reli­
gious Schoo l. There is nothing as im­
portant as inculcating in the minds 
of young children that the Sabbath is 
a time to attend Synagogue services 

and to pray. 

May we urge all our parents to co­
operate with the Synagogue, so that • 
no obstacles are placed in the paths 
of the children in the obligation of 
attendin g Sabbath morning services. 

Milton Snitkoff, P1·incipal 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 
OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

• 

November 16, 1964 Ki slev 11, 5725 

T 

SABBATH WORSHIP 

Friday Evening, November 20th, 8:30 P.M. 

DR. LEWIS 
will preach on 

"J A C O B 

A N D 

W O B R 

E S 

0 T 
* * * * 
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H 

u 
E R 

SOCIAL HOUR - ONEG SHABBAT 

* * * * 

s ' ' 

Saturday Morning, November 21st, 10:30 A.M. 

Sermon On 
Torah Portion 

* * * 
Bar Mitzvah Of 

Bruce Landow 

:,•,",, =~, , i ::l r,,;:,, 

"Thou shalt meditate ther ein day and night." 

TORAH PORTION FOR THE WEEK - V'Yishlach 

Genesis - Chapter 32 verse 4 throu gh chapter 36 

Reading from the Prophet s 

Hosea - Chapter 11 verse 7 to chapter 12 verse 12 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov. 18th - Sisterhood Hat Sale and Business Meeting 11 :30 A.M. 

Adult Education Lecture .. ............... 8 :30 P.M. 

22nd - Reception to New Members ........... ....... ..... ...... . 7 :30 P.M. 
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Published weekly from the begin­

ning of Synagogue activities in the 
fall to the end of Synagogue activi­
ties in the spring except the week 
dui'.ing which Jewish holidays occur. 

Progressive Synagogue 
:,~,,i, .r,,,:,i, 

Kehilath Kadimah 
Ocean Avenue and Avenue I ES. 7-1818 

Brooklyn, New York 
Subscription Price ........ . . $1.00 per annum 

Dr. Theodore N. Lewis, Rabbi 
858 East 26th Street - DEwey 8-8206 

Naftali Castel, Cantor 
PRESIDENT 

Milton Gelman 
VICE-PRES IDENTS 

Jack Kalman Nicholas Anton 
Harry Haimowitz Georg_e Sie~el 
Morris Sudack .......... Financial Secretaru 
Simon Auskern ............ ... . , ... Treasurer 
Albert A. Sarney ... . ... . Recording Secretar11 
Albert A. Berman .. . Correspondi?ig Secretary 
Samuel Probstein ..... ... . Executive Secretaru 

2901 Avenue I - DEwey 8-9743 
Morris Sudack ............. . Men's Club Pres. 
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Associates: 
Mildred Collender, Esther Distler, :S:~rry Hai~­
owitz, Mildred Hammel, Dr. Ph1hp Harris, 
Morris Sudack. 

MEMORIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
Sabbath evening, r ovember 20th, 

we will commemorate the Yahrzeit of: 
i:- Morris Exter 

Abraham H . Goldblatt 
-::- Miriam Kaminsky 
-x- Emma Lipshitz 
-::- Ruth Sale 

"Zecher Zadick L'Vracha" 
"The Memory of the Righteous 

is for a Blessing" 
-::- A light will be kindled on our Bronze 
Yahrzeit Memorial Tablet. 

MEMORIAL TABLETS 
Memorial Tablets have been placed 

on our Memorial Plaque in memory 
of: 

Solomon Herz 
Edward Rabinowich 
Lillian Rabinowich 

The Tablets contain the name of 
the deceased and the date of death. 

BAR MITZVAH OF 
BRUCE LANDOW 

Bruce Landow, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Landow, 923 E. 26th St., will 
celebrate his Bar Mitzvah coming 
Sabbath morning, November 21st. The 
.service begins promptly at 10 :30 A.M. 

T E l\I P L E T O P I C S 

FROM THE RABB I 

Had the congregation arranged on ly the Sabbath eve service on the evening 
of October 30th to commemorate my twenty-fifth anniversar y as rabbi of Pro­
gressive Synagogue, with the beautiful in troduction by Mr. Samuel Siegel; the 
inspiring address by my good friend, Rabbi Max Schenk; the touching tribute 
by Mr. Milton Gelman; followed by the Oneg Shabbat tendered by the past­
presidents of the Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had the congregation arranged only t he Sabbath morning service on October 
31st in honor of my twenty-fifth anniversary, with the splendid address by Mr. 
Harold M. Distler, and the elaborate Kiddush sponsored by the Sisterhood and 
Men's Club of t he Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had the congregation arranged only the gala dinner-dance Saturday even­
ing, October 31st, in honor of my twenty-fifth ann iversary, with Mr. Samuel 
Siegel as toastmaster, and includin g - an address by Mr. Gelman; a presenta­
tion by Mr. Morris Sudack in behalf of the Men's Club ; a presentation by Mrs. 
Milton Gelman to Mrs. Lewis in behalf of the Sisterhood; and a presentation by 
Mr. David Berk in behalf of the Synagogue -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

Had only the Reli gious School offered on Sunday morning, November 1st, the 
program which it did in honor of my twenty-fifth anniversary - a in·ogram the 
words and music of which was truly delightful -

Dayenu ! It would have been Enough! 

The fo ur events combined made the week-end a notable and unforgettable 
experience, one which will be cherished by Mrs. Lewi s and by me as long as we 
live. 

I am grateful to Mr. Samuel Siegel, t he chairman of the "week-end", and 
to Mr. Milton Gelman, the president of our Synagogue, the two gentlemen most 
responsible for planning and arranging th is unu sual celebration - one with few 
parallels in the life of any rabbi. 

I am indebted to Rabbi Max Schenk fo r the inspiring message he brought 
at the Sabbath eve se rvice ; to Mr. Harold M. Distler for his touching address 
at Saturday morning service; and to Morris Sudack for the gracious words he 
spoke when he presented to me, in behalf of the Men's Club, a set of the Jewish 
Encyclopedia with a beautiful inscription on each of the twelve volumes. 

I am grateful to Mrs. Mi lton Gelman, president of t he Sisterhood, who 
thrilled the dinner audience with the presentation to Mrs. Lewis of a magnificent 
piece of sculpture entitled "A Woman of Valor" - a gift of the Sisterhood. 
The interpretation by Mrs. Peter Simonson, the sculptress, enhanced the even­
ing's program immeasurably. 

Mr. David Berk's address and the warmth of his words, were intensely 
moving. His emphasis on the impact I have made on our membership in t he area 
of Jewish reli gious loyalt ies, touched me particularly. For the generous purse 
which he presented in behalf of the congregation, I am most appreciative. 

Above and beyond all , I shall always treasure the warmth, the affection, and 
the good wishes of the multi tudes of our people who attended the three memorable 
events. The prayers that I may be privileged to celebrate many more milestones 
in life, were deeply touching. 

My heart overflows with thanksgiving and gratitude to Almi ghty God fo1· 
having granted me life, sustained me and permi tted me to celebrate in so ex­
traordinary a fashion twenty-fi ve years of association with Progress ive Syna­
gogue, and forty year s in the rabbinate. 

That the Almighty may find me always worthy to serve Him, and my people, 
for many years to come, t hat I may be in the t ruest sense an Eved Adonay -
a servant of the Most High - is my fervent pr ayer. 



JEWISH THEATRE FOR 
, CH ILDREN 

The Jewish Theatre for Children is 
presenting a fasc inating play in Eng­
lish, entitled "A Will in the Desert:" 
It is a stirring sto ry based on the ef­
forts of the I sraelis to cement good 
relations with the Arab minority with 
the state. The settings, costume , 
dances, and captivating music have 
endeared the play to al l who saw it. I 
am certain that you would want your 
child to enjoy this rich, emotional ex­
perience. 

Performances are presented on Sun­
day afternoons at the Joan of Arc 
Playhouse, 154 W. 93rd St., New York 
City at 2 :30 P.M. 

We are planning to take about fo r ty 
chi ldren to the theatre on Sunday, 
February 7, 1965. It wi ll be on the 
basis of first come, first served. The 
cost per ticket is $1.50, and the bus 
transportation will be $1.00 . If you 
are interested in having your son or 
daughter par ticipate in thi s event, 
return the s igned permission slip and 
$2.50 to cover the cost of the ticket 
and transpo r tation. 

This offer is limited to children in 
grades 3 to Confirmation . 

Milton Snitkoff, Principal 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
AT OUR SYNAGOGUE 

The annual Thanksgiving Service 
arranged by the Brooklyn Association 
of Reform Rabbis for the Reform con­
gregations of Brooklyn, will take place 
at our Synagogue, Wednesday, ovem­
ber 25th, at 8 :30 P .iVI. 

The rabbis of all the Reform con­
g regations will participate in the wor­
ship. The sermon will be delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Louis I. Newman, 
Rabbi of Rodeph Sholom of Manhat­
tan. A collation provided by the Sis­
terhoods of the several congregations 
will follow the service. 

ADULT EDUCATION LECTURE 

R abbi Chaim Essrog, Speaker 

Wednesday, November 18th 

8:30 P.M. 

TEMPLE TOPICS 

DR. LEWIS TO LECTURE 
AT SIOUX CITY 

Dr. Lewis has been invited by the 
Jewish Community Center at Sioux 
City, Iowa, to return to the city which 
he left twenty-five years ago where he 
was rabbi of Mt. Sinai Temple for 
twelve years . 

He will leave on Monday, November 
16th, and lecture at the Sioux City 
Jewish Community Center Tuesday 
evening, November 17th. 

Coming - December 8th 
CHAUTAUQUA NIGHT 

Av Bondarin 
and the J .C.S. Film 

"The Price of Silence" 

KIND LE THE CHANUKAH LIG HTS 
Sunday evenin g, November 29th, 

the first Chanukah candle is to be li t. 
Let us do so in a manner which will 
be both dignified and impressive, and 
one which the children will never for­
get. 

As the candles are lit, the special 
benedictions for the ritua l should be 
recited. The children should receive 
appropriate Chanukah gifts imme­
diately thereafter. 

Please remember the night - Sun­
day, November 29th - the 1st night 
of Chanukah. 

We Invite 
Your Participation 

in the 
CHANUKAH FESTIVAL 

Your Generosity 
will be 

Amply Rewarded 

* * * 
SEE 

The Chanukah Festival 
Brochure 

for full detai ls 

MR. AND MRS. 
EDWARD GOLDSCHMID 

HOSTS 

In honor of thei r fortieth wedding 
anniversary, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Goldschmid, 1245 Ocean Avenue, will 
be hosts to the congregation and to 
their friends at the Oeng Shabbat re­
ception which will follow our worship 
Friday evening, November 20th. 

Page Three 

Welcome New Members 
We would like to welcome the fol ­

lowing new members : 
Victor Gershek, Sam Goldste in , Irv­

ing Krauss, Morton Shreck, Samuel 
Tenzer, and Henry Toder. 

We hope that you will make every 
effort to attend our meeting and par­
t icipate in Men's Club activities. Con­
g ratulations are in order fo r the fine 
job being done by our Membership 
Committee under the able leadership 
of Mac Geller. 
Testimonial Dinner 

I am writing in anticipation of what 
you will read in retrospect, namely t he 
testimonial dinner to a great guy -
our past Men's Club president, Ed 
Weber - in the ballroom of the Syna­
gogue on Thursday, November 12th. 
At this writing we have approximately 
eighty reservations from those wish­
ing to honor Ed. This goodly number 
attests to the popularity of our guest 
of honor, and also to the yeoman job 
well done by the committee consist­
ing of Al Sarney, Harry Haimowitz, 
and Jack Kalman. 
C horal Notes 

The Men's Club Choral Group, un­
der the leadership of our Cantor Naf­
tali Castel, is showing signs of added 
interest as evidenced by the increased 
atten dance at our Thursday night re­
hearsals. Incidentally, one of our new 
members, Henry Toder, has expressed 
his in tention of joining the group, 
which can use a ll the new voices ( good 
and loud) it can get. 
Sunday Morning Study Group 

Our first session, under t he chair­
manship of Dr. Philip Harris, and led 
by Rabbi Lewis, was most successful. 
The next meeting of the Study Group 
has been changed to December 6th. 
Mark the date as one to remember. 
Under discussion is t he book "Guide to 
the Perplexed" by Maimonides. 

Robert Mindlin 

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 
Once again Progressive Synagogue 

is sponsoring a gala New Year's Eve 
affair, December 31st, 1964. 

Dancing ti ll dawn, cocktails, din­
ner, favors, fun galore, at $30 per 
couple, for members and their friends. 

Reservations are limited, so please 
make yours early. Call the Synagogue 
office, or Mr. George Siegel, DE 8-
8357. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

We acknowledge with thanks con­
tributions to the following funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Mrs. Frances Auerbach 
Dr. I. H. Halperin 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mr. and Mrs. E ugene Malin 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mariash 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Prashker 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Schwartz 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Strassman 

Scholarship Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Collender 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Schwartz 

Candy Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Feldman 
Mrs. Roslyn Goldstein 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mariash 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Solender 

Flower Fund 
Mrs. Mary Bergman 
Mrs. Sabina Bernstein 
Mrs. Elsie Egna 
Mrs. Frances Hamilton 
Mrs. Betty Kallan 
Mrs. Sophie Orlian 
Mrs. Rebecca lVIa riash 

Bible And Prayer Book Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Berman 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hamilton 

When you think of Flowers think of 

AVENUE J FLORIST 

Steamer Baskets 

Weddings - Bar Mitzvah 

Decorations - Our Specialty 

1502 Avenue J. ESplanade 7-4350 

Brooklyn 30, N.Y. 

TEMPLE TOPICS 

SISTERHOOD NOTES 

"The Past Is Unrecapturable ... 
to lament its loss is useless and you had better learn to feel that way." 

With The Above Quote In Mind ... 
and with your interest at heart because we would not want yo u to lament 

the loss of any Sisterhood activity this column aprises you of scheduled events 

through December. Please, before reading further, get your date book and record 

the dates. Thanks, so much. 
WED . NOV. 18th: BUSINE SS MEETING AND HAT SALE DAY. Word 

from Pauline Spi lberg, Hat Sale Chairman, is: "Hats, Hats, Hats ! Oh boy, are 

we going to have hats !" Sale 10 :30 to 12 :30 followed by 'showing off your new 

hats over coffee and cake' and a Business Meeting. The stock of hats is so in­

triguing that there is one restriction to the sale; no more than four hats to a 

customer. 
THURS. NOV. 19th: STUDY GROUP meets under the guidance of E sther 

Distler. The book to be discussed is L. B. Singer's "The Family Moskat." 'I'he 

time? 11 :00 A.M. 
TUES. DEC. 1st: AN EVENING CARD PARTY. The evening has as it's 

Chairman Ruth Berman assisted by Mary Zucker and Sarah Marks. Their plans 

include a 'winning seat' at the card table for each guest, a tasteful collation, 

door prizes and NO raffles. Truly a case of 'all this and heaven too.' $1.50 per. 

WED . DEC. 9th: A BUSINESS MEETING at which we can enjoy adding 

up all the credits of the occasions just past and plan for festivities to come. 

TUES. DEC. 15th : BAZAAR! Mildred Collendar, Florence Stein, Eva 

Held and Rosalind Monath can work wonders on Bazaar Day if only they have 

the merchandise. Our pos ition is just the opposite of Macy's . They have the 

merchandise and have to advertise for customers. We have the cu·stomers but 

are advertis in g fo r merchandise. Get your packages in. Don't let our customers 

go away disappointed ! 
WED ., Dec. 23rd: Hold the date for a PROGRAM MEETING. More data later. 

Wh en You Have Chairmen . .. 
... like Dorothy Feldman and Martha Silverstein assisted by an all star cast 

of Sabina Bernste in , Trudy Miles, Rosalind Schwartz, Sylvia Trop and Mary 

Zucker what else could you have but a perfect day. The Brunch, something new 

at Sisterhood, was a perfect idea. For those of us who were there this column 

says Thank You to the cast who gave us so much pleasure. For those of you 

who missed the day - you missed so very much. Don't let it happen again! 
M i ldred H . H ammel 

'"GUTTERMAN'S" 
Funeral Directors 

Broadway & 66th Street, N. Y. C. Brooklyn: Church & Flatbush Avenue 
TR 3-3500 BU 4-1500 

Other Branches 
Jersey City Rockville Centre Miami 

Gutterman's "PERSONAL SERVICES" are available 
at any Chapel in your community by phoning us at 

BUckminster 4-1500. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 
1395 Ocean Avenue 
Brooklyn 30, N.Y. 

Second Class 
Postage Paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. 

~ GERT% BROS ., N .Y. C . 
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163 East Avenue, Norwalk, Connect 

Dr. David S. Hachen, Rabbi 

November 10, 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman , Vice-President 
Jnion of Ameri can Hebrew Congr egations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New Yo r k 21 , New York 

Dear Jay : 

I found your article in the CCAR 
J 0 urnal forthright and dir ect . I do wish 
we coul d f i nd a way t o begin this important 
undertaki ng . I s hall continue to w ork 
within the Commission on Jewis h Educat io n 
to open up the possibil ities somewher e for 
a first experiment . I would appreciate 
your guidance as to a re alistic possibi l ity. 

It was goodteing together in Scars ­
dale on Succos . Hoping that we s hal l have 
further opportunities for discussion and 
fel l owship, I remain, 

As ver , 

t;) 
( Dr. avid S. Hachen 

, abbi 



STUDY OF THE RABBI 

137 NORTHEAST 19TH STREET 

Dear Jay: 

DR . JOSEPH R. NAROT 
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREATER MIAMI 

MIAMI 32 , FLORIDA 

November 6, 1964 

I had not realized that my note was har-sh. 

If you think so, I am sorry I g ave you that 

feeling. But I was writing briefly and bluntly 

first, bec ause I was in a hurr y, and second, 

because you do ignore many f actors in your 

di~cuss i on of parochial schools. 

I thought you kn ew that, personal l y, my 

feel i ngs h ave always b een of the friendliest 

for you and will alw Bys be ~so. 

Very cordially, 
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~ The Department of Education and Culture of the Jewish Agency 

515 Park Avenue New York, N. Y. 10022 Plaza 2-0600 

November 2 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21 N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

First let me extend to you a hearty "yasher koach" for the vigorous 
position you have taken on the question of the Jewish Day school in 
the Reform movement. Your recent article, "Day Schools, Not Whether, 
But How," is a model of clarity and cogency, and should prove convinc­
ing,even to opponents, that the Day school deserves at least a try. 

In regard to the alleged unreasonable demands to be made by Zionists 
for government support for Day schools, I believe that the argument 
is the result of statements made in the past by our friend, Nahum 
Goldmann. With all due respect to Goldmann 1 s great acumen and quick 
intelligence, he has not come to know Jewish thought and experience in 
America from within. He still speaks the language of Versailles Treaty 
cultural autonomy and minority rights, a noble aspiration in its day, 
but never fully realized even in Eastern and Central European countries. 

It will interest you to know that back in 1959, when I first heard 
Goldmann present his views, I deemed it necessary to write to him the 
enclosed, which is self-explanatory. I am glad to say that perhaps 
because of my reaction and probably that of others, he did not express 
his views about government support for Day schools when he delivered 
his formal address before the Zionist Congress. Indeed, I have not 
heard him repeat such views in recent years - but leave it to enemies 
of intensive Jewish education to dig up old fears and suspicions and, 
if need be, even invent new ones in behalf of their case. 

I know that there is a hard road ahead of you, but you need not be 
discouraged. Even within my immediate Jewish education "mishpocha" 
there were doubts and even opposition in the past to the Bay school 

• i 

program in the hope that the Talmud Torah would achieve maximum Jewish 
education. Today, when the Talmud Torah is practically out of exist­
ence, there is complete unanimity among Jewish educationists as to the 
urgent need of Day schools for the few who care and are willing to pro­
vide a meaningful Jewish education for their children. 

There is hope that the same change of heart will take place among the 
laity and our colleagues in the Rabbinate who have not yet seen the light. 

Cordially yours, 

~,(tttutY-
Dr. Samuel M. Blumenfield 

enc. 



.. 

.... , .............. ,,..,..., .. .,,.. .... ..... _ ...... ,,, ..... 

..,..,,.. JO • .., York 

...,. , ... 
"-.,... for your 
....... ,, •• 11N .. 
of the latt.,. l ha¥• ,__... 
v, ... 

I heel • , .. you wre .,.,.It 
, ... , of ,,..,_,twMIIIOM '°""' At .,, ... ,., ... ,. 
wllh yo11 a hMrty 1111%) IB• 
Youf' ...... ,V Ml Min a_, 0 
¥WU' .... , ........... us, yout 
.,,.......... ., yOUI" ...... , 

...... -----· .. .. , , ... 
..., you Md ywr _, OMI, Ill pd th, enJt,tf ._ _,.. 
., ....... Y'M' ........ to ......... ,.., .. ,, - ...,.,.,, to 
he ..,,,, .. of IN 111d 111111. 

111th WNllt NIWdl, I • 



.. 
RABBI THEODORE N. LEWIS, D. D. 

PROGRESSIVE SYNAGOGUE 

OCEAN AVENUE AT AVENUE I 

BROOKLYN 30, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Kaufman: 

November 5, 1964 

Just a word of congratulations on your 
splendid article about day schools in the cur­
rent issue of the C.C.A.R. Journal. It is a 
splendid statement, and I wish all our lay 
people would take it to heart. 

With kind personal regards and every good 
wish, I am 



... -

Hr. NI I ton Neu,pan 
380 Canal Str et 
New York, .v. 10013 

Oear Mr. Neuman: 

November 9, I 964 

In response to your letter of November 4th, I am 
pleased to enctos h rewfth a copy of th Day 
School Reso1utlon which came out of the Assembly 
of Delegates of the New York Fed ration of Reform 
Synagogues, ,\prll 1964. 

I am also enclosfn an article which pear d In 
th Octob r. 1964 e ltlon of th CCAR JOURNAL, In 
which I stat my views on the subject. I trust It 
wlll be of lnformatl n and sslstanee to you. 

With kindest gr etlngs, I am 

Sine r ly yours, 

Rabbi J y Kaufman 
JK/ ~m 
nel. 



TEMPLE EMANU-EL OF LONG BEACH 

455 Neptune Bo _ var.ii. • Long Beach, New York . GEneral 1-4060 

BERNARD KLIGFELD, Rabbi 

RICHARD BOTTON, Cantor 

DAVID DAVIS, President 

MILTON L. NEUMAN, Chairman of 

The Board of Trustees 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Att.: Rabbi Jay Kaufman 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

November 4, 1964 

I have been "elected" to give a report on the proposed Hebrew 

Day Schools that were discussed at the Americana Hotel several 

months ago. 

Will you please send me whatever literature or information may 

be available. 

Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

Cordially, 

Jiu.Jc)~ 
Milton Neuman.' 

p. S. Please send to: 380 Canal Street, New York, N. Y. 10013 



Mr. S-.. I Kaufman 
01 Iver Bui 1d1ng 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Kaufman: 

November 5, 1964 

Some time ago you ware In contact with Rabbi llsendrath In regard 
to the matter of Reform Jewish day schools. You were told that I 
was preparing an article on the subject for the CCAR Journal and 
requested that• copy be sent to you upon publication. 

The October, 1964 edition of the Journal contained ff"I artlcle, 
"Day $chools: Not Whether But How?0 and I am pleased to enclose 

a copy herewith. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

JK/ejm 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 



LAW- OFFTCE 

OF 

KA U FMAN & KAUFMAN 

SAMUEL KAUF1"L1'.N 

GERALD KAUFMAN 

SHOLOM D . CoM.A.Y 

OLIVER B-C.:ILDIN G 

PITTSBU RGH, PA . 

March 5, 1964 

Dr . Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Union o f American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21 , N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

--;--

I 

V 

Thank you very much for your letter regard ing 
day s chools . 

I note your assurances that instead of UAHC 
proceeding or Rabbi Kau fman or Rabbi Schindler pressing 
forward in support of Reform day schools, this is only 
one channel to be explored in pursuit of a more inten­
sive education for the youth of Reform Movement . It 
would be interesting to see a discussion of the alterna­
tives that are also to be explore d, and I wou l d very 
much appreciate receiving a copy of Rabbi Kaufman's 
article when it is published . 

With best wishes , 

SK : BP 

CC : Dr, Solomon B. Freehof 
Mr . Howard Greenberger 

Sincerely 

.L • 
/ / 2 1 /, _)" 

1 

-;iJr 
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Jay Kaufman DAY SCHOOLS: NOT WHETHER 

BUT HOW? 

I wish, with admitted lack of patience, 
we could cease spending time and energy 
on debates over whether there should be 
Reform Jewish day schools and devote 
ourselves to the more difficult problem of 
their feasibility. To my mind the Re­
form Jewish day school issue is no longer 
moot. The existence of such institutions 
for intensive Reform Jewish education is 
critical and perhaps even indispensable 
to our strength and growth in the United 
States. Better that we might wrestle 
with how we are going to create the 
advanced curricula and education mate­
rials, the high level facu lties and finances 
required for Reform Jewish day schools. 

To give in to such impatience now, 
however, is to defeat the goal. The 
debate over Reform day schools has just 
commenced, explanations and assurances 
must be set forth, the ugly ad ho111i11e111, 
arguments and invalid straw men swept 
aside. 

This debate, fortunately, is gathering 
momentum. It is gaining proponents and 
opponents and from the introspection 
that intense debate compels w i II come 
the realization that our present day Re­
form education, in spite of too many 
self-righteous assurances, perpetuates 
grave inadequacies . As a result, both our 
present day educational instruments will 
be greatly improved and day schools w ill 
appear one day on the Reform landscape. 

The whole subject presently floats in 
a cauldron of boiling emotion making it 
almost impossible to approach its es­
sence. Can we cool off the aroused 
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passions whi ch have engulfed it, candidl y 
confront the charges and counter-charges, 
set them as ide, and fi nally consider the 
manner in which we can have day 
schools added to the present educational 
construct of the Reform movemcnt :i 

Let us begin with the two most fre­
quently voiced charges in the flood of 
mail and comment which has flowed into 
the UAHC as a consequence of the pre­
Biennial New York Times interview, 
which expressed my personal views -
as docs this article - and that of a col­
league, Rabbi A lexander M. Schindler. 
The charges are that the Reform Jewish 
day school will "undermine the public 
school" and that it will "ghettoize" our 
children. Will it? The UAH C inci­
dentally, has no position on day schools 
and Rabbi Schindler and 1 were merely 
voicing our own views rather than those 
of the Union. 

Anyone living in the Boston or New 
York areas knows that thousands of 
youngsters from Reform Jewish homes 
in these areas alone, more than cou ld be 
enrolled in Reform day schools even if 
a reasonable number could be estab li shed 
in this generation, attend pri vate and not 
public schools. Who suggests that they 
pose a threat to the public schools? 
Where arc the anguished cries from 
those who oppose Reform day schools 
concerning the removal from the public 
school system of these chi ldrcn of the 
wealthy and successful, of gifted young­
sters whose parents seek a more de­
manding course of study for young 
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intellects left unchallenged and but par­
tially exerci sed by the public school 
cla ss, 1 here arc none. The private 
school is an accepted institution and is 
lega lJ y provided for by every state con­
stitution. lt is a condoned and even vital 
aspect of the democratic society . It has 
not undermined the public school but 
instead serves to enhance the inte ll ectual 
ach ievement of our country . 

H arold Dodd , former pres ident of 
Princeton, speaking of the essenti al role 
of non-public schools, stated, "vVhen it 
is no longer possible for a man to find a 
school for hi s boy except within a uni­
versa l state system, it will be too 
late to worry about freedom. " Private 
schools help avert the dangers of an 
intcllccrnal totalitarianism which no 
democrati c society can afford. 

ln its statement on "The State and 
the Non-Public Schools," the United 
States Oftice of Education ex pl ains, " In 
providing for their government, the peo­
ple of the United States have recognized 
by constitutional provi sion that there are 
certain private ventures that should be 
e11co1rmged. Non-publi c schools have Jong 
been recognized as one such venture, 
especially when these schools are not 
conducted for profit." 

The private school does , however, 
constitute a serious challenge to the Jew­
ishness of the child who attends. Suffer­
ing the inevitable sense of isolation flow­
ing from small-minority status, offered 
no opportunity to observe and enhance 
hi s Judai sm, the Jewish child at most 
private schools, unless there is a counter­
balancing by a strong and positive home, 
will come to see hi s Jewishness a felt bur­
den reli eved by no perceptible benefits. 

Add to thi s the assumption underl y ing 
the icy report of the New England head­
master s to the rabbi s who approached 
them rcgucsting that Jewish students be 
provided with religious services and in­
struction. The thrnst of the reply was 
that the headmasters regarded the pres­
ence of Jewi sh children in their schools 
as a providential opportunity to fulfill 
their Christian mi ss ion and that their 
ca talogues clear ly stated that theirs were 
Christian schools. The implication was 
obvious. 

One might inguire, therefore, of those 
who voice no opposition to Jewi sh at­
tendance in sectarian pri vatc schools but 
do so if they are to be enrolled in Reform 
Jewish da y schools, whether their pri­
mary concern is over the welfare of the 
publi c schooP 

Those of us who advocate the Reform 
day school arc avid proponents of a 
flourishing public school and would per­
mit nothing to dimini sh thi s precious 
democratizing institution . The American 
Jewish child , with some exceptions, will 
attend the public school and we would 
not have it otherwise . Frenzied or re­
peated accusations that we seek to 
" undermine the publi c school" simply 
do not make it so. 

Not onl y the accusations but the fea r 
itself is invalid. lf the vast Catholic 
parochial school network and the size­
able, exclusive private school system 
have not undermined the American pub­
lic school which, however lamentable its 
shortcomings and overcrowding, is im­
proving admirably in quality at all levels, 
how can one in truth harbor fears that a 
Reform day school system will have a 
significant or negative effect ? 



Precious though the public school is 
and will always be there have been 
changes in attitudes toward it. During 
the immigrant years the public school 
was the vehicle which propelled the 
young Jew from the irritating traits of 
" der greener" into the ambient of the 
indistinguishable American. In addition, 
the public school helped the immigrant 
Jewish child appease his intense craving 
for knowledge. 

Today the third generation youngster 
needs no further Americanization. How­
ever , the drive toward maximum educa­
tion continues and many find thi s in­
adequately met by the neighborhood 
public school. So there is some move­
ment on the part of the Jewish popula­
tion and the American middle-class in 
general out of the public school into 
high-standard private schools. It w ill not 
decrease. Why not have Reform day 
schools among those to which our people 
send their children, schools which will 
roll back creeping assimilati on, produce 
a youth educated in Torah, faithfu l to 
Judaism and true to the idea ls of Ameri­
can Democracy) 

Perhaps the fear generated within our 
movement over the possibility of Re­
form day schools is stimulated by the 
posture of the Catholic parochial school 
which challenges the State's right to 
control education. The Catholi c Church 
stipulates that education belongs solely 
to the Church. Jewish day schools, per 
contra, were not founded in oppositi on 
to public education. They do not alter 
or modify the curri culum of the publi c 
school. T hey merely augment the total 
course of study with additional hours 
and subjects. 
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While the concern over inflicting harm 
upon the public schools is invalid , that 
over "ghettoization" does seem to me 
to be legitimate. None of us wants to 
isolate our children. We do not want 
them reared in an artificial hot-house 
environment which leaves them unpre­
pared for the rea l world where Jews are 
not in the majority and not universally 
esteemed. Does the Jewish Day School 
"ghettoize?" 

When we examine the applicable ex­
amples before us, not the Yiddish spca k­
ing yeshivoth or Beth-Yaakov schools for 
girls, but the typical, modern Jew ish 
day schools which abound in our metro­
politan centers, do we find that their 
pupils are ghettoized) I say they arc 
not . Others may conclude they arc. lf 
there are those who will contend after 
observation and not just assumption that 
the students in these day schools demon­
strate the effects of "ghettoization" then 
we have a warranted di fference of 
op1rnon. 

My own extensive observation and 
that of carefu l students of the subject 
has failed to disclose any di ffe rence in 
the Americanization or sophisti cation of 
the children who attend Jewish day 
schools and the children in their own 
neighborhoods who attend the public 
schools the day school children wou ld 
be attending. 

How can it be otherwise? T heir 
parents are the same, both are mostl y 
American born. A 1957 survey showed 
there was just barely over a 10% differ­
ence in proportion of native born par­
ents between our own one-day-a-week 
schools and those of the day schools and 
that proportion has dimini shed in the 
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intervening years. The children play 
together after school and week-ends, 
watch the same televi sion, go to the 
same movies, read the same comic books, 
belong to the same boy scout troops, 
attend the same summer camps and are 
absorbed in the same fads and hero­
worship. The only difference I have 
found is that the day school students 
have an infinitel y profounder knowledge 
of Judaism, care much more and demon­
strate a greater seriousness in their 
approach to their studies both Jewish 
and general. 

Recently an opponent of the day 
school cited a study which allegedly 
demonstrated that even with twenty 
hours a week of Jewish studies the 
commitment and adult follow-through 
of the graduate left much to be desired. 
This was advanced as a reason for not 
having day schools in the Reform move­
ment. lf the study is accurate it demon­
strates only that even so intensive a 
Jewish educational experience as the day 
school may be impotent against the 
strong contrary tide of America 's com­
mercialized and pragmatic values - a 
conclusion I personally believe to be 
invalid . 

But if the day school is not fulfilling 
our goals how will our two to five hour 
per week Reform schooling succeed:i 
Of course the approach of Reform educa­
tion to conditioning the child is different 
and our goals allow for a unique pattern 
of education. But we still know that 
7'Dn )"71:{i1 □y !:{~ . We do assume a 
relationship between Jewish knowledge 
and Jewish commitment. We believe 
that one extends and feeds on the other. 
Both are indispensable. How then can 

we make a principle of minimal standards 
and hours of Jewi sh education:i The 9th 
grade graduate of a Jewi sh day school 
has a far better working knowledge of 
Jewish history, customs, liturgy, lan­
guage and the class ical literature than 
the adults of any of our congregations. 
Is this a situation we wish to perpetuate? 

As a consequence, many of us feel 
there is a need to provide Reform day 
schools as an additional facility within 
the Reform movement which will enable 
the bright child to gain a more intensified 
Jewish education and to extend his 
mental capacities even if it means he 
will be separated from his neighborhood 
chums for forty of his one hundred 
waking hours. Others may feel that this 
withdrawal is undesirable, that it does 
"ghettoize," and prefer that the child 
gain the best Jewish education possible 
in our religious schools and OAHC 
camping program, both of which can 
and wi ll be improved. There will, there­
fore, be different approaches to the 
preparation of the child for meaningful 
Jewish adulthood. 

Which of the two approaches will a 
parent select for his child? Will a con­
gregation or group of congregations 
together provide for both or find that 
their resources or the wishes of their 
congregants limit them to the one ap­
proach :i This is the heart of the issue 
confronting us who concern ourselves 
with a strengthened Reform movement. 
It would be well if we could focus on it 
and the legitimate differences which it 
offers rather than seek to have the Day 
School outlawed from Reform Judaism, 
declaring it to be a monstrous creation, 
no-American, and those who advocate it 



as lacking integrity, consciously dis­
sembling or intending to advance their 
view against the opposition of an alleged 
maionty. 

There are additional charges, emanat­
ing from both sides, which we do well to 
discharge from the agenda: 

r) The Reform day school is not a 
substitute for improving our present educa­
tional facilities. 

No one ever suggested it was. It is a 
debator' s technique to exaggerate an 
opponent's position to the point of 
absurdity. We ought in honor to eschew 
such tactics when matters as critical as 
the future educational pattern of our 
movement are at stake. I know of no 
one who would even consider having 
day schools replace our religious schools 
and UAHC camps nor who would per­
mit the staff and resources of the Reform 
movement to be placed a·t the disposal 
of a day school program to the neglect 
or diminution of our other educational 
activities. 

By way of reassurance, it should be 
reca lled that the same fears were ex­
pressed when the UAHC embarked on 
its camping program. There was concern 
then that much that was ongoing and 
essential would be abandoned in prefer­
ence to the dramatic and new. We were 
warned that fonds and energies could 
not be found to support both. Today the 
camping program has seven additional 
UAHC staff members and represents a 
two and a half million dollar capital 
outlay and an annual expenditure of 
$600,000, not one penny of which was 
available or within sight when we com­
menced! Our religious school program 
has grown in intensity during the interim 
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in spite of or because of the camping 
program. Those who would reject a day 
school program because they fear that 
the Reform movement lacks the growth 
capacity to include both do not share the 
confidence many of us hold in our move­
ment's unlimited potential. 

2) R eform Judaism is incompatible with 
day schools. 

It is difficult to imagine that anyone 
takes seriously the charge that an effort 
on the part of Reform's own congrega­
tions and institutions to create a more 
intense pattern of Reform Jewish educa­
tion is incompatible with the philosophy 
of the Reform movement . 

The 1961 Biennial resolution which 
opposed Federal Aid to private religious 
schools, also stated, "Our opposition to 
such government grants, loans and other 
forms of fiscal aid to parochial schools 
does not imply any lack of regard or 
respect for religiously-sponsored institu­
tions of education. We respect the right 
of any religious denomination to estab­
lish and administer its own educational 
institutions. We applaud their contribu­
tion to the cultural and spiritual diversity 
of our nation .... . " 

Does Reform deny to itself what it 
applauds in other religious groups:i 

Whether it be Reform prep schools 
with dormitories for out-of-town stu­
dents which some of us advocate as a 
first step or Reform day schools on the 
elementary through junior high level 
utili zing lovely modern synagogue class­
rooms which stand empty all day, the 
children would be experiencing an educa­
tional process whose purpose is to make 
them more devout Reform Jews. The 
goals of the school would be to guide 
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those with an inclination into the Reform 
rabbinate or religious school pedagogy 
or one of the other of the Reform syna­
gogue's professions, vocations in which 
our ranks are desperately low. Or the 
school would move the youngster avoca­
tionall y to a knowledgeable Jewish lead­
ership in all areas of the Reform con­
gregational endeavor, a necess ity which 
the Chicago Biennial stressed with such 
poignancy as indispensable to decision 
mak ing in the synagogue. 

Our scholars in rabbinics, able to re­
shape our rich tradition into the Reform 
idiom, have all ga ined their skills outside 
of Reform Judaism. Our present pre­
paratory system and seminary have not, 
to my knowledge, been able to produce 
a single D"tv~ •p~ or expert in Responsa. 
The Reform day school would make it 
possible. Shall we be content forever to 
" import" from other branches of Ju­
daism all of our □•r.i:,n '7'1.:i?ri ? 

A re the day schools incompatible w ith 
Reform or indi spensable to an increas­
ingly strengthened Reform movement? 

Another justification for incompati­
bility suggests that Reform Jews in­
volved in fund-raising efforts in behalf 
of a day school would forsake their 
advocacy of the principle of separation 
of church and state and would pursue 
government funds. The vast majority of 
Jews presently involved in Jewish day 
school financing have not swerved from 
this principled position ; only a tiny 
handful have, and I do not believe that 
Reform Jews with their profound com­
mitment to separation would sacrifice 
their integrity on the altar of a day 
school mortgage. 

Sri II another of the incompatibility 

arguments is that day school children 
are deprived of their equality. This is a 
totall y fallacious assumption, for their 
attendance at either public school or day 
school is a matter of parental choice, 
can be reversed at any time, and has no 
parallel to the de f acto restri ctions and 
segregation compulsorily placed on chil­
dren of color in thi s country. 

3) Some Zionist spokesmen and publi­
cations champion day schools and also adruo­
cate ;,+v and m?li1 ri,,,rv and federal 
aid to sectarian schools, therefore those who 
advocate day schools are traitors to R eform 
and dupes of the Zionists. 

If I had not seen it in print 1 would 
not believe mature Jews in positions of 
responsibility even capable of such 
statements. 

4 ) The day schools will remove the 
problem of minimalism in R eform Judaism. 

T hey won't. This is one of the hyper­
boles of the advocates of the day school. 
T hey seriously err . Many thought the 
camps would . They haven't. But the 
camps arc helping. FTY first and the 
camps subsequently taught us that higher 
standards in one part of the movement 
have a sa lutary effect on ever widening 
circles. We sense an improvement in 
the climate which is attributable to the 
influence of the camps on the youngsters 
and their counsellors, on our local youth 
groups and through an increas ing number 
of adult retreats (and the new national 
camp at Warwick, New York, will add 
to thi s number enormously) on parents 
and teachers as well. 

The day school w ill help but offers 
no panacea. Our efforts to influence the 
home and school , the local youth group 
and the youngsters on the college cam-



pus, areas suffering woefully in most 
cases from the acceptance of low stand­
ards or debilitating indifference will have 
to be greatly intensified, techniques im­
proved, personnel vivified, even if one 
day we have a functioning network of 
day schools. 

5) The opponents of day schools are the 
proponents of minimal Jewish education. 

It isn't true. Some, of course, are, but 
among the serious opponents are those 
who question our ability to create schools 
which would meet the high standards all 
agree are their justification. The cost of 
private education is high and the parents 
of day school pupils are called upon to 
make painful financi al sacrifices which 
in many cases still do not suffice. Of 
course, if Jewish welfare funds now 
supporting institutions which serve many 
non-Jews would produce meaningful as­
sistance to the day schools in their 
comrnurntics, the economic problem 
would be greatly mitigated. Some have 
begun to do so . 

In addition to the problem of finances, 
those who question the day school' s 
feasibility inquire, legitimately, as to 
whether adequately equipped faculties 
for both the Jewish and general studies 
could be recruited . Further, are there 
enough parents who would be willing 
to have their children part of the educa­
tional experimentation which would be 
inevitable in the early years? 

Would the general studies program 
stress basic Jewish values, its geography 
and history programs highlight aspects 
of Jewi sh interest as did the famed 
school of Samson Raphael Hirsch or 
would the public school curriculum and 
texts be used unchanged as is the case 
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with the day schools of the country 
today? Can we create a curriculum, a 
class-room atmosphere, texts and ad­
vanced materials, where none exist at 
present, for advanced Reform Jewish 
studies on an elementary or high school 
level ? 

These are the questions that should 
be occupying us. Can we establi sh Re­
form day schools whose educational pur­
pose is not to teach how to ea rn one's 
bread but how to make every mouthful 
sweetcr;i W e of the Reform movement 
have furthered and enriched the Jew's 
response to the American environment. 
Can we formulate an educational process 
through which the young Jew will not 
be troubled over being expected to act 
on what others seem to regard as im­
portant, but wherein he will himself di s­
cover the grounds for believing what he 
is asked to believe? 

Can we create schools wherein He­
brew will not be merely the vehicle for 
pronouncing correctly the words of the 
liturgy but a means for entering the 
heart of Judai sm so that the young Jew 
comes to know and adore its treasures? 

Recentl y Dr. Joseph J. Schwab, Pro­
fessor of Education at the University of 
Chicago, wrote of the religiously ori­
ented school, 

If a man is to defend hi s values against 
the persuasive alternatives he will en­
counter and make wise choices when 
conditions change, hi s values must be 
something more than authoratative 
fiats. H e must understand why matters 
called bad are thought to be so, what 
reasons and experiences li e back of 
the affirmation of good .... With 

(Continued on page 17 ) 
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( Continued from page 9) 

such teaching, the young student be­
gins to understand the uncertainty, 
limitations and diversity which char­
acterize knowledge, and begins to be 
at ease with uncertainties ... (and to ) 
cope with the changing conditions to 
which we will apply his knowledge. 
This means ... that adequate learning 
and knowledge consist, not of being 
able to repeat what is learned but of 
the ability to use it, apply it, modify 
it ... Thus the student is invited to 
be active in problem solving, to deviate 
from set methods, devise variations, 
to wrestle with instances of the prac­
tical limitations of knowledge. 
It is my conviction that such a mind­

saturating Jewish education is more 

likely in a day school than in our one 
day, or two or even three days, a week 
religious school. To achieve such a goal 
for a number of Reform Jews, are not 
the ri sks and sacrifices all worthwhile? 

I believe from the Reform day school 
will come forth leaders who vocationally 
or avocationally will guide our move­
ment not by instinct and honest groping 
but from knowledge and clearly etched 
asp1rat10n. 

These are the expectations of those of 
us who advocate day schools for our 
Reform movement . To succeed the effort 
will be enormous, the opposition size­
able. But the rewards are those of life 
itself. Do we really have a choice? 
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STUDY OF THE RABBI 

137 NORTHEAST 19TH STREET 

DR . JOSEPH R. NAROT 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREATER MIAMI 

MIAMI , FLORIDA 33132 

October 30, 1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Jay: 

You take a lot £or granted in your article on 
Day Schools in the Journal. I suppose that is 
the prerogative of your office. 

While you are riding roughshod over other 
opinions, please reflect on the enclosed article 
and on other quotations that I have in my files 
from both lay and clerical Catholics. These 
now recognize and admit that the greatest 
deterrent to the Americanization o f the Catholic 
has been the parochial school. 

jrn/nw 
enc 

l
y cordially, 

/? 

Dr. Joseph R. Narot 
Rabbi 






