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That this crisis was mainly brought about through inadvenence does not excuse us. The 

magnitude of this crisis means that it cannot be resolved unless many nations work 

together. We must now join forces to that end. Our own country is the leading polluter on 

Eanh, generating more owne-destroying materials and more CO2 and other greenhouse 

gases that any other nation. It is, therefore, incumbent upon us to lead the world 

community toward a solution. The signers of this Declaration - leaders in science and 

religion - seek a change in national policy that will result in an environmental leadership 

role for the United States commensurate with its power. 

We believe that science and religion, working together, are essential components of any 

significant mitigation and resolution of the world environmental crisis. What good are the 

most fervent moral imperatives if we do not understand the dangers and how to avoid 

them? What good are all the data in the world without a steadfast moral compass? Many 

of the consequences of our present assault on the environment, even if halted today, will 

take decades and centuries to play themselves out. How will our children and 

grandchildren judge our stewardship of the Earth? Have we not a solemn obligation to 

leave them a better world? Insofar as our peril arises from human pride, arrogance, 

inattention, greed, improvidence, and a penchant for the short-term over the long, religion 

has an essential role to play. Insofar as our peril arises from our ignorance of the intricate 

interconnectedness of nature, science has an essential role to play. We do not have to agree 

on how the natural world was made to be willing to work together to preserve it. 



Commitment to environmental integrity and justice, across a broad spectrum and at the 

highest level of leadership, continues to grow in the American religious community -- in 

no small measure as a result of fruitful conversation with scientists. Together, we believe 

that the dimensions of this crisis are still not sufficiently taken to heart by the world's 

leaders, institutions and industries. We accept a responsibility to make known the full 

dimensions of this challenge, and what is required to address it to the millions we reach, 

teach, and counsel. When we consider the long-term as well as the shon-term costs, it 

seems clear that addressing this problem now rather than later makes economic as well as 

moral sense. We impoverish our own children and grandchildren by insisting that they 

deal with grave dangers that we could have avened at far less cost in resources and human 

suffering. 

We reaffirm here, in the strongest possible terms, the indivisibility of social justice and 

the preservation of the environment. We believe the wealthy nations of the Nonh have a 

moral obligation to provide additional financial resources and appropriate technology for 

development in the nations of the South. 

We commit ourselves to work together for a United States that will lead the world in the 

efficient use of fossil fuels, in devising and utilizing renewable sources of energy, in 

phasing out all significant owne-depleting chemicals, in slowing global deforestation and 

the decline in species diversity, in planting forests, in realizing worldwide social justice, 

and in helping to halt world population growth by humane and voluntary means. 
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Despite the seriousness of this crisis, we are hopeful -- because humans, despite our faults, 

are intelligent, resourceful, compassionate, prudent and imaginative; because we have access 

to great reservoirs of moral and spiritual courage; and because, deep within us, there stirs 

always a commitment to the safety and happiness of our children. The world does not 

belong to any one nation or generation. Nor can it be understood by any one perspective. 

And so, in a spirit of utmost urgency, we reaffirm our own joint commitment and call 

once more upon the leadership of our nation to undenake bold action to preserve and 

protect all life and the environment of our planet home. 
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WASHINGTON , O.C. 20510 

April 28, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am delighted to confirm your participation in the meeting 
in Washington co-sponsored by the Joint Appeal by Religion and 
Science for the Environment. We will begin on the evening of 
May 10th and finish by lunch on May 12th. The response has been 
gratifying. I think you will be pleased, as we are, by the 
stature and diversity of those attending. 

We will be meeting on the eve of an extraordinary new 
chapter for the cause of environmental sustainability. The 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, only 
weeks after our gathering, will be setting a global agenda for 
the rest of our lifetimes and beyond. Our meeting will give us a 
final chance to communicate our hopes for that gathering, as well 
as to discuss what its likely conclusions will mean for us in the 
future. For that reason, I am particularly glad that UNCED's 
Secretary General Maurice Strong will be joining us. 

Our gathering will begin on Sunday night at 6:30 pm at the 
home of Mrs. Teresa Heinz. Joining us on that evening will be 
the remarkable and courageous Kenyan environmental leader 
Professor Wangari Maathai. 

In the course of our meetings, we will hear environmental 
updates from distinguished scientists. We also look forward to 
reports from leaders of the American religious community across a 
broad spectrum; this has been a year of accelerated activity for 
this critical sector of society. We will work to deepen a spirit 
of common purpose and to envisage a few next steps in the growing 
collaboration between the worlds of religion and science. In 
smaller workshops, we will explore more specific issues, 
particularly the challenge of linking environmental protection 
and social justice. 

We have arranged private meetings with key members of 
Congress for small delegations on Tuesday morning, May 11th. In 
addition, I will be chairing a special public hearing calling 
upon a number of conference participants to share the fruits of 
their deliberations. 



Logistical Notes 

Mrs. Teresa Heinz's residence is located at 3322 0 St., NW 
Georgetown Washington D.C. 20007y~~ur reception on Monday 
evening, May 10th will begin at ~pn(. Parking may be difficult so 
we encourage guests to take a taxi to the reception. There will 
be staff members at Mrs. Heinz residence to assist in calling for 
taxis back to your accomodations. 

~ · ~~/, Our meetings oniia.y, May 11th and jigdne~aay, May 12th will 
take place in Room 106 of the Dirksen Building. The entrance to 
the Dirksen Building is through the Hart Senate Office Building 
on Constitution Ave., just off 2nd St. 

Also, if you have not reserved hotel rooms through the Joint 
Appeal Office, accomodations are still available at both the 
Washington Court (202-628-2100) and the Quality Inn (202-638-
1616), both on Capitol Hill. 
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Throughout, we will have time for more informal and 
unstructured conversation. The environmental challenge is new 
and of unsurpassed magnitude and complexity. We need to explore 
different perspectives, to hear one another, to get to the heart 
of things. 

We do intend to issue a statement underscoring in broad 
strokes the urgency of this crisis, the need for new resolve and 
new partnerships, and the necessity for American leadership in 
meeting this challenge. We will be sending you a draft for your 
review next week in order that we may reach agreement in advance 
of our meeting and thus use our time together most productively. 

Enclosed is a copy of the projected schedule. You will also 
find a selection form for working groups, which we ask that you 
return by FAX as soon as possible to the Office of the Joint 
Appeal at 212/316-7404. Should you have any further questions 
about our plans, or any special needs, please do not hesitate to 
call Roberta Upshaw at 212/932-7325. 

My colleagues, Senators Wirth, Chafee and Jeffords, as well 
as Dean James Parks Morton and Carl Sagan, co-chairs of the Joint 
Appeal, and I look forward to being with you in Washington. That 
so many have set aside busy schedules to join together is a sign 
of promise and purpose. 

AG/hwm 
Enclosure 
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Sunday May 10 

5:00 - 6:00 prn 

6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Monday, May 11 

8:00-8:30 am 

8:30-9:00 am 

9:00-9:45 am 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

Pre-Registration and Hore! Check-in 
Capitol Hill Hyatt 
[others regisrer Monday morning in SD-106] 

Wdcome Reception 
Home of Mrs. Teresa Heinz [dinner will nor be served] 

Remarks by Professor Wangari Maatha.i 
Founder, Kenyan Green Belr Movement 

Regisrration and Continema! Breakfast 
SD-106 

Repon from the UNCED Process 
Remarks by Mr. Maurice F. Suong 
Secretary General of the United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development 
SD-106 

Scientific Presentations 

Cha.ired by Dr. Carl Sagan 
Professor of Asuonomy and Director, Laborarory for 

Planer.uy Studies, Cornell Universiry 

Ozone Depletion by Dr. F. Sherwood Rowland 
Donald Bren Professor of Chemistry 
Universiry of California at Irvine 

Loss of Biodiversiry by Dr. Edward 0 . Wilson 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard Universiry 

Global Warming by Dr. James Hansen 
Direcror, Goddard Institute for Space Srudies 

Population and Development by Dr. Anne Whyte 
Direcror, Division of the Social Sciences, International 

Development Research Cenue 

SD-106 



9:45-10:30 am 

10:30-10:4 5 am 

10:45-11:15 am 

11: 15-11 :30 am 

11 :30- 1:00 pm 

1:00-1:45 pm 

1 :45-2: 15 pm 

Religious Presentations 

Chaired by The Very Reverend James Parks Morron 
Dean, Cathedral of St. John the Divine 

Bishop William B. Friend 
Chairman, Committee on Science and Human Values, 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops & 
Father Drew Christiansen 
Director, Office of International Peace and Justice 
Unired States Catholic Conference 

Reverend Joan B. Campbell 
General-Secretary, National Council of Churches of Christ & 
Reverend Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
Executive Director, Commission for Racial Justice, 
United Church of Christ 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Dr. Robert Seiple 
President, World Vision USA 

SD-106 

Break 
Coffee, tea, juice etc. will be available 
SD-106 

"Ecology and the Human Spirit": An Address by Senator Al Gore 
SD-106 

"A Spirit of Dialogue" 
The Reverend Joan B. Campbell, General Secretary, N.C.C. 
Ms. Ann Druyan, Secretary, Federation of American Scientists 
SD-106 

OPEN DISCUSSION 
SD-106 

Lunch 

"A Vision of the Future": An Address by Carl Sagan 
SD-106 

------May 11 continued on next page-------



2:30-3:45 pm Working Group Sessions 

Environmental Justice: The Challenge for Science and Religion 
Chainnan: 

Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson 
General-Secretary, National Baptist Convention 

Speakers: 
Mr. John Carr 
Secretary, Department of Social Development and World Peace, 
United States Catholic Conference 

Ms. Kaye Kiker 
Former President, National Toxics Campaign 

Chief Oren Lyons 
Faithkeeper, Onandaga Nation 

Professor Wangari Maathai 
Founder, Green Belt Movement 

Ms. Paz Anaza-Regan 
Program Associate, Ministry of God's Creation, 
Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church 

America After UNCED 
Speakers: 

Senator Albert Gore Jr. 

Dr. Irving Mintzer 
Director, Center for Global Climate Change, University of Maryland 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Dr. Stephen H. Schneider 
Head, Interdisciplinary Climate Systems Section, 
National Center for Atmospheric Research 

Dr. N. Jean Sindab 
Program Officer for Economic and Environmental Justice, 
National Council of Churches of Christ 

Ms. Frances Spivy Weber 
Direcror for International Issues, National Audubon Society 



Science and Religion: Continued Dialogue and Collaboration 
Chairman: 

Dr. William J. Byron, S.]. 
President, Catholic University of America 

Dr. Henry Kendall 
Chairman, Union of Concerned Scientisrs 

Theological Implicacions of the Environmental Crisis 
Speakers: 

4:00-5:00 pm 

Father Drew Christiansen, S.]. 
Director, Office of International Peace and Justice 
Unired Stares Catholic Conference 

Reverend Calvin DeWitt 
Direaor, AuSable Insrirnre of Environmemal Smdies 

Dr. Arthur Green 
Presidem, Reconsuuaionisr Rabbinical College 

Dr.James A. Nash 
Execurive Direaor, Church's Cemer for Theology and Public Policy 
Author, Loving Narure: EcologicaJ I nregriry and Christian Responsibility 

Plenary Session 
Review Srarement, Prepare for Congressional Meerings 
SD-106 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Tuesday May 12 

8:00-8:45 am 

Receprion 

Q & A on meetings w/ members 
Continental Breakfast 

9:00-12:00 pm 

12:00-12:30 am 

12:30-1 :00 pm 

SD-106 

Joint Congressional Hearing 
SD-106 

Small Group Meetings w/ Members 

Concluding Remarks for Conference 
SD-106 

Press Conference 
SD-106 
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WORKING GROUPS SIGN-UP SHEET: THE MISSION TO WASHINGTON 

Please fill out the following information and indicate your first two preferences (list as #l 
and :;;2) for working groups. Then , please fax to Amy Fox at 212-316-7404 as soon as 
possible. 

NAME _______________ _ 

TITLE ______________ _ 

ORGANIZATION _________________ _ 

ADDRESS ____________________ _ 

PHONE ________ _ FAX ____________ _ 

A. Environmental Justice: The Challenge for Science and Rdigion 
Chairman: 

Dr. W . Franklyn Richardson 
General-Secretary, National Baptist Convention 

Speakers: 

Mr. John Carr 

__ (1 or2) 

Secretary, Department of Social Development and World Peace, 
United States Catholic Conference 

Ms. Kaye Kiker 
Former President, National Toxics Campaign 

Chief Oren Lyons 
Faithkeeper, Onandaga Nation 

Professor Wangari Maathai 
Founder, Kenyan Green Belt Movement 

Ms. Paz Artaza-Regan 
Program Associate, Ministry of God's Creation, 
Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church 

---continued on next page---



B. America After UNCED 
Speakers: 

Senator Albert Gore Jr. 

Dr. Irving Minrrer 

__ (lor2) 

Director, Center for Global Climate Change, University of Maryland 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Dr. Stephen H. Schneider 
Head, Interdisciplinary Climate Systems Section, 

NationaJ Center for Atmospheric Research 

Dr. N. Jean Sindab 
Program Officer for Economic and Environmental Justice, 

National Council of Churches of Christ 

Ms. Frances Spivy Weber 
Directer for International Issues, National Audubon Society 

C. Science and Religion: Conrinued Dialogue and Collaboration 

Chairman: 

Dr. 'X'illiam ]. Bryon, S.J. 
President, The Catholic University of America 

Dr. Hen!)' Kendall 
Chairman, Union of Concerned Scientists 

D. Theological Implications of the Environrnenr:a.1 Crisis 

Speakers: 

Father Drew Christiansen, S.]. 

Reverend Calvin De Wirr 
Director, AuSable Insrirute of Environmental Studies 

Dr. Arthur Green 
President, Rcconstructionist Rabbinical College 

Dr. James A. Nash 

__ (1 or 2) 

__ (lor2) 

Executive Director, Church 's Cenre: for Theology and Public Policy 

Author , Loving Narure: Ecological lnregrirv and Chrisrian Responsibilirv 

- /""", 



angel and schorsch also signing on .... 

more info on what to do after pescah when 

geffner returns .... rabbi shaw of jts called 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

April 15, 1992 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Edward I. Geffner, Chair, American Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel 

I tried to reach you by phone but learned you are out of the 

city over Pesach. I hope you have a sweet and pleasant 

holiday. 
~ 

I have reviewed the letter you shared with me concerning the 

BIB matter and will be happy to sign on. 

Warm regards. 
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VIA FAX/3 pages 
MEMORANDUM 

April 14, 1992 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Rabbi David Saperstein 

Ed Geffner, chair, American Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel met Alex at the intra-religious 
Consultation on Environment. He has asked Alex to sign on 
to this but Alex doesn't know enough about the group and t E e 
subject matter. Can you enlighten him? 

Todah rabbah and a zissen Pesach. 

~~~ ~ ~ 
j/JaJ'/4 ,:U~~ 

~6:~~ 
0)-vt &n<fJ-~, @;~J , 

- ~ 

~ 
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DATE: 4L13/92 

MANHATTAN BOWERY CO 0 TION 

FAX TRANSMITI'AL REPO T 

NUMBE OF P GES: ~ _3 
(I CLUDING COVER SHE T) 

~ 

FROM: Edward r. Geffne r , Cha±r, American Socie y for the ~rotectio~ o f 
~ BOWERY CORPORATION Nature in Israel 

ATTENTION.!..: _____________ , _________ _ 

COMMENTS,: Re: consul t.a.tiQn on the Environment and .;ewi sh Life 

275 SEVENTH AVENUE. EW YORK NY 10001 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 212-620-0340 

FAX NUM:BE 212-633-9044 
212-627-08 12 

• 

... 
i 



- 19:20 FROM MANHATTAN BOWERY TO 5700895 P.02 

April, 1992] 

Honorable Senators and Members of Congress: 

The Board of International Broadcasting (BIB) intends to build a huge 
short wave transmission station in the Aravah Valley of Israel which will 
cost more than $400,000,000. The primary purpose of the station was 
to overcome Soviet jamming of Voiee of America (VOA) and Radio Liberty 
broadcasts. The BIB now states that -despite the recent developments in 
The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the station Is necessary to broadcast 
to the Islamic republics of the former Soviet Union and, to a lesser extent, 
to Africa and southern Asia. 

I urge you to persuade the appropriations committee and the 
Administration to rescind the funding for this huge and unnecessary 
project. 

1. The extremely expensive station was imposed on Israel after 
other states, including several Arab nations, had refused to accept it. 
(Among those objecting to the project was the Israeli Air Force which is 
very concerned that the station will endanger its pilots and aircraft and 
interfere with its training and operations). 

An attempt to build the station without completing an 
Environmental Impact Statement required by Israeli law was prevented by 
the High Court of Justice. 

2. Israel is too small to absorb the massive station. It is the most 
crowded country in the world and 80% of the Negev desert, where the 
project is planned, is devoted to military training. There is concern that: 

a. The project will cause envlronmental harm by: 
i.. claiming scarce, environmentally important open 

hiking and recreational space in the Negev; 
ii. interfering with migrating birds in the second largest 

bird flyway in the world -- which has aroused massive 



• 
opposition from American and international environmental groups; and 

b. it will interfere with the activities of civil aviation which is now confined to narrow flight paths between military training areas; and; 
o. it will interfere with settlements in the area Among other concerns the station will heighten · competition for land and threatens to reduce the amount available for agriculture. The Aravah settlers are extremely worried about radiation. . 

3. The economic benefits to Israel will be . insignificant. In fact the dollar cost of the . loss of tourism and settlement in the area could easily exceed the gain attributable to a few new jobs. 

Because of the serious problems the proposed station has generated vigorous opposition in Israel and among environmentalists in the United States and throughout the world. 

In view of the very high cost of this project at a time when important programs ar~ facing drastic funding outs, the serious harm this project will cause, the political changes that raise questions about its continued utility, and the strong opposition to the project expressed by numerous environmental groups all over the world are all potent reasons to end any further investment in the project. 

I urge you to oppose this project vigorously and do whatever you can to rescind the appropriation. • 
Very truly yours, 

TOTAL P.03 




