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July 20, 1990
MEMORANDUM

TO: REGIONAL DIRECTORS
FROM: JANET MARDER

"The Union of American Hebrew Congregations resolves to...embark
upon a movement-wide program of heightened awareness and educa-
tion to achieve the fuller acceptance of gay and lesbian Jews."

(Adopted by the General Assembly of the UAHC, November 1989)

I imagine that all of us, in our own way, are trying to fulfill this
mandate to educate our constituents about the gay and lesbian Jews
among us. The CCAR's recent decision regarding the ordination of
homosexuals makes our task all the more essential and, at the same
time, more problematic. As the CCAR report states, "There is a great
need for education and dialogue in our congregations."

You may remember from our meeting at the Nevele that I have been asked
to provide some resources to facilitate that process. Here are some
Enclosed you'll find:

1.A list of speakers, organized by region, who have agreed to partici-
pate in this educational effort. They include straight colleagues
who have special expertise in doing outreach to the gay community; gay
and lesbian colleagues ( rabbis and one cantor); gay and lesbian
Jews, some active in Reform synagogues, some not; and Jewish parents
of homosexuals, some, but not all, involved in a synagogue.

I+ was much easier to locate speakers in some regions than in others.
I apologize to those of you whose regions are under-represented on
my list. 1 had many painful conversations with colleagues, parents
and lesbian and gay Jews who strongly believed in the importance of
this project but felt unable to "go public" at this time. I was
also struck by the degree of alienmation from the Jewish community
that many homosexuals and parents expressed.

Please look over the entire list, not only those speakers from
your own region. Several speakers prefer to speak outside _
their own region, feeling that this will better protect their
privacy. In addition, there are a few speakers on this list
who offer such a unique and valuable perspective that it may
be worth the expense to bring them in, even from another
region.

Note:
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2.Copies of the UAHC resolutions on this topic from 1977, 1987 and 1989

3.Two sample sermons (by Yoel Kahn and Margaret Wenig) dealing with the
obligation of "mainstream" synagogues to reach out to gay and lesbian Jews

4.Robert Kirschner's important article on "Halacha and Homosexuality," which
provides a valuable overview of the Jewish textual materials as well as
the latest psychological data. He also offers a rather appealing argument
for departing from the traditional Jewish view of homosexuality.

5.A short piece on the Nazis' persecution of homosexuals, written by Richard
Plant, author of Pink Triangle: The Nazi War on Homosexuals. Jews are often
stunned by what they learn about this topic, and it provides a common bond
between our two communities. I also include information about a film
("Pink Triangles") dealing with the general topic of homophobia.

6.A useful checklist, prepared by Maggie Wenig, which congregations can use
to evaluate their ability to welcome gay and lesbian Jews. I also include
an article from her temple newsletter describing a resolution in support of
gay and lesbian Jews which was passed by the board of directors in the wake
of our last Biennial. Finally, I include her temple's membership brochure,
which is distinguished by its effort to be inclusive and welcoming. The
outreach efforts undertaken by this congregation, which when Maggie arrived
consisted mostly of retirees and widows, are truly remarkable.I hope you'll
help to give them the attention they deserve.

7.Sample programs, sponsored by the PSW Council and Stephen Wise Temple in
New York, which you might use as models for an educational forum

8.A powerful and moving essay by a lesbian rabbi that will surely inspire
much reflection and discussion. The essay comes from Twice Blessed :Lesbian,
Gay and Jewish, ed. Christine Balka and Andy Rose (Beacon Press, 1989).
This is a fine anthology which I'd encourage you to have on sale at your
biennial. Contact Andy Rose at (301)366-7327 to arrange for a display.

In addition to the enclosed resource materials, 1'd recommend the following:

1."Why Is My Child Gay?"
Brochure published by Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), Inc.
P.0. Box 2?7605, Washington, D.C. 20038. It's a helpful short survey of
scientific opinion about homosexuality in easy-to-understand language,
and also includes a bibliography.

2.Griffin, Carolyn Welch; Wirth, Marian J. and Wirth, Arthur G. Beyond Acceptance.
(New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1986). An excellent discussion by parents of

lesbians and gays.

3.Two videotapes:

"listening, Loving and Learning" --interview with several parents who have
struggled to accept their children's homosexuality. Professionally done
and quite moving. 38 min; cost--$15, plus $2.00 mailing charge. Available
from: PFLAG, P.0. Box 145, Farmington, MI. 48332

"Parents Come Out"--Features discussions with parents ghn describe what _
it's like to have a gay or lesbian child. 30 min. For information regarding
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sale or rental contact PFLAG, P.0 Box 27605, Washington, D.C.20038 or
call Adele Starr at (213)472-4804.

I hope you will use these materials to develop study sessions for your
regional board, congregational forums and seminars at your biennials.
Possible topics include:

a."Reaching Qut to Gay and Lesbian Jews"--focusing on why, and how, congre-
gations should attempt to become more inclusive. If there is a "gay
synagogue" in the community, congregations may feel that this lets them
off the hook, freeing them from the necessity of doing any outreach.
You might want to cover this topic in a general workshop on membership
acquisition. One presenter could advocate outreach to lesbian and gay
Jews as a membership-building technique.

b."Gays and Lesbians as Leaders in the Jewish Community"--This seminar would
convey the message that gay and lesbian rabbis, cantors and educators can
serve congregations successfully. If your region hasn't done much program-
ming on homosexuality, you may want to stay away from this topic for a while.

c."Helping Synagogues Serve the Changing Jewish Family"--A speaker discussing
gay and lesbian couples, with or without children, could be part of this
panel, which might also describe other underserved constituences (singles,
the elderly, etc.) The overall goal of the program would be to promote the
acceptance of diverse family configurations.

d."Teaching Jewish Kids About Sexuality and Family Life"--Could include a
speaker (rabbi, educator or therapist) who can discuss the pain experienced
by gay and lesbian young people, and about the need for our religious
schools to teach about homosexuality (and sexuality in general) with
sensitivity and fairness. I have a whole packet of materials on the
subject of gay and lesbian youth; let me know if you're interested.

Our next biennial will feature a seminar entitled "The Challenge of Welcoming
Gays and Lesbians in All Our Congregations.”

It's particularly helpful to connect with any gay/lesbian Jewish groups in
your region. You might try to set up dialogue sessions linking them with

one or more mainstream congregations. These could be formal panel discussions
or informal parlor meetings in someone's home. The important thing is to bring
gay and straight Jews together so they begin to discard stereotypes and see

one another as human beings. You might want to consider an approach the New
York Federation has taken--namely, forming a regional task force to educate
congregations about homosexuality. Allen Kaplan can give you details on this.

[ know that several of you have been doing some excgllent work in Fhis_area.
Please share with me news of any programs you organize, and I'11 distribute
it so we can learn from one another.

Thanks for giving this subject your thoughtful consideration.
P.S.Watch for the Winter issue of Reform Judaism. [t will feature an article

by Yoel Kahn offering his personal perspective as a gay rabbi, and one
by me analyzing the implications of the CCAR decision in Seattle.




i REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON HOMOSEXUALITY
: AND
THE RAEBINATE
ADOFTED BY THE
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS .
JUNE 25, 1%9%0 .

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE

Chair: Selig Salkowitz, Norman J. Cohen, A. Stanley Dreyfus (RPC),
Joseph B. Glaser (CCAR), Walter Jacob, Yoel H. Xzhn, Samuel E.
Karff, Peter S. Knobel, Jcseph Levire, Jack Stern, Richard s.
Sternberger (URHC), Fonald B. Scbel (RPC), Elliot L. Stevens
(CCAR), KHarvey M. Tattelbaum, Albert Vorspan (UAHC), Margaret M.
Wenig, Gary Zola (HUC-JIR)

ORIGIN OF THE COMMITTEE

The comnmittee was formed in response to a resolution propocsed
by Margaret Holub (then student Rabbi) and Margaret Wenig for the
June, 1586, convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis
in Snowmass, Colorado. The proposed resolution dealt with the
admissions policies of the Kebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion and of the Central Conference of American Rabbis and
with the placement policy of the Rabbinical Placerent Commission.
The matter was referred for further study.

Given the seriousness of the issuves and the bread implications
for the Reform rabbinate and for the entire Movement, Fresident
Jack Stern appointed a breadly representative ad hoc committee and
named Selig Salkowitz as its chair. The committee's first neeting
tock place in the Fall of 1986. Following that meeting, in order
to insure adequate institutional participation, the committee -
invited the Union of American Kebrew Congregations, the HEebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and the Rabbinical
Placement Commission to appoint official representatives. The
cormittee has met regularly during the past four years. Through
extensive study and discussion, the committee has sought to arrive
at a unified position on homosexuality and the rabbinate. From the
ocutset, the committee was keenly aware of both the controversial
nature and the complexity of the issues. The committee's delibera-
tions have been characterized by vigorous debate carried on in a
spirit of warm collegiality. All rnenbers found themselves
profoundly moved. However, the committee did not achieve cornsensus
on every issue, and recognized that there are legitimate
differences of opinion. The committee calls upon members of the
Conference to be sensitive to and accepting of those whose
positions differ from their own.

The committee undertook a comprehensive investigation of the
subject. Its members read studies on the origin and nature of
sexval identity, and of homocsexuality specifically, and reviewed
some of the contemporary legal literature, and studied documents
prepared by Christian groups grappling with the status of
homesexuals and homesexuality within their own denominations with
a specific focus on the gquestion of ordination. Yoel H. Kahn
prepared an extensive anthology of articles on Judaism and
homosexuality which cut acress denominational lines. The committee

1
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commissioned Fugene B. Borowitz, Yoel H. Xahn, Robert s. Kirschner.
and Feter S. Knobel to prepare working papers. Consultations were
held with leaders of other Jewish streams. The conmittee selicitea
and received 2nonymous personal testirmony from gay and lesbian
rabbis and rabbinjc students. It reviewed the admissions policies
of the College-Institute and the Central Conference of Ererican
Rabbis as well as the placerent policy of the Rabbinical Placement
Commission. It read previous resolutions of the UARHC Biennial

The work of previous conmittees was also revieved. It convened a
late night information session at the Tarpon Springs Convention of
1987; submitted a draft resolution to the CCAR Executive Board in
1988 (which was sent back to the committee for further
consideration); sponsored a Plenary session at the Centennial
Convention in Cincinnati in 1889 at which Leonard s. Kravitz and
Yoel H. Xahn presented pPa2pers” followed by workshops; held
consultations at each of the regional CCAR Kallot and with MaRaM:
requested that the UAHC sponsor workshops at upcoming regional
biennials.

This document is meant to summarize the results of our
deliberations, to indicate areas of agreement and disagreement and
to encourage further discussion and understanding. It Iepresents
four years of struggle and growth. we hope that it will serve as
a model for those who take up these matters upon which we have
diligently and painstakingly deliberated.

CONCERN FOR GAY AND LESBIAN COLLEAGUES

The committee is acutely avare that the inability of most gay
and lesbian rabbis to l1ive openly as homosexuals is deeply painful.
Therefore,the committee wishes to aveid any action which will cause
greater distress to our colleagues. 2s a result, The committee has
determined that a comprehensive report is in the best interest of
our Conference and the Reform Movenent as a whole,

Publicly acknowledging one's homosexuality is a personal

! Homosexuality, the Rabbinate, and Liberal Judajsm: Papers
prepared for the Ad-Hoc Committee on Homesexvality and the
Rabbinate, Selig Salkowitz, chair. Halakhah angd Homosexvality: A
Feapprais 1 i the

a by Robert Kirschner. o iomosexuality and
abbinate,a Covenant esponse by Fugene B. Borowitz, Judaism and
omesexuality by Yoel H. Kahn. _Homesexuality: Liberal Jewis
heclogical and Fthica eflection by Peter s. Knobel.

Copies of these were distributed to the entire Central Conference
of ZAmerican Rabbis prior to the June, 1989 convention in
Cincinnati. These Pepers should be consulted for a description of
the range of positions considered by the Committee,

omosexua nd t bbin Yoel H. Kahn, e
of Homecsexua elationshi and Leonard S. Kravitz, Address. The
Papers were distributed to the rembers of the Conference through
the regional Presidents as material for discussion at the regional
kallot. They should be consulted for an understanding of the two
different approaches to the subject of the religious status of
homosexual relationships,



decision which can have grave professional conseguences,
Therefore, in the light of the limited ability of the Placement
Commission or the Central Conference of Arerican Fabbis to
guarantee the tenure of the gay or lesbian rabbis vho "cone out of
the closet,"” the committee cdoes not want to encourage colleagues
to put their cereers at risk. Regrettably, a cdecision to declare
cneself publicly can have potentially negative effects on a
person's ability to serve a given community effectively. In
addition, the committee is anxious to avoid a sitvation in which
pulpit selection committees will request information on the sexuval
orientation of candidates. The Committee urges that all rabbis,
regardless of sexual orientation, be accorded the opportunity to
fulfill the sacred vocation which they have chesen.

CIVIL RIGHTS FOR GRYS AND LESEIARNS

211 human beings are created betselem elohim ("in the divine
image"). Their personhood must therefore be accorcded full dignity.
Sexual orientation is irrelevant to the human worth of a person.
Therefore, the Reform Movement has supported vigorously all efforts
to eliminate discrimination in housing and emplnymenta. The
Committee unequiveocally condemns verbal and physical abuse against
gay men and lesbian women or those perceived to be gay or lesbian.
We reject any implication that AIDS can be understood as God's
punishment of homosexuals. We applaud the fine work of the gay and
lesbian ouwtreach synagogues, and we, along with the Union of
#merican Hebrew Congregations, call upon rabbis and congregations
to treat with respect and to integrate fully all Jews into the life
of the community regardless of sexual orientation.

CRIGIN AND NATURE OF SEXUAL IDENTITY

The committee's task was made particularly difficult because
the specific origin of sexuval identity and its etiology are still
imperfectly understood.

Scholars are not likely to come to an agreement

anytime soon about the causes of sexual orien-

tation, or its nature. Various disciplines look

at sexuality in different ways and rarely
confront each other's ideas....Short of defini-

tive evidence, which no theory has thus far ”
received, the disesgreement-is likely to con-

tinue. Cognitive and normative pluralism will

persist for the indefinite future.‘

The lack of unanimity in the scientific community and the
unanimous condemnation of homosexual behavior by Jewish tradition
added to the complexity. It is clear, however, that for many people
sexual orientation is not a matter of conscious choice but
constitutional and therefore not subject to change. It is also true
that for some, sexval orientation may be a matter of conscious

® CCAR resolution 1977. UAHC resolutions 1975, 1985,1987,1989

¢ pavid Greenberg, e Construction of ¥ cexuality (Chicago,
1988) pp.480-481.

[
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choice. The committee devoted considerable tinme in its discussion
to the significance of conscious choice as a criterion for
formulating a Position on the religious status of hamnsexuality.
The majority of the committee believes that the issve of chojce is
crucial. For some on the comnittee the issue of cheice is not
significant.

In Jewish tradition heternsexual, monogamous, procreative
marriage is the ideal human relationship for the perpetuvation of
species, covenantal fulfillment and the Preservation of the Jewish
pPeople. Wwhile acknnwledging that there are other human
relationships which possess ethical ang spirituval value and that
there are some Feople for whom hetercsexua], monocgamous,
Procreative marriage is not a viable option or pessibility,’ the
majority of the Comnmittee reaffirms unequivocally the Centrality
of this ideal ang its special status as kigdus - To the extent
that sexuval orientation is a matter of choice, the majority of the
committee affirms that heternsexuulity is the only appropriate
Jewish choice for fulfilling one’s Covenental obligations,

A minority of the committee dissents, affirming the egual
pessibility of covenantal fulfillment in homesexual “ang
hetercsexual relatianships. The re]atinnship, not the gender,
should determine its Jewish value - kiddushin.

religiously €gual regardless of their sexval orientation. wWe are
aware of loving and committegd re]ationships between People of the
sapne sex, Issues such 8s the religious status of these
relationships as well as the creation of special ceremonies are

The general subject of sexual morality is important. The

the committee,

Nevertheless, rabbis are both role rodels and exemplars.
Therefore, the Committee calls wupon a1l rabbis -- without regard
to sexual orientation -- ¢go conduct their private lives with
discretion and with full regard for the mores and sensibilities of
their communities, and jip Consonance with the Preamble to the
Central Conference ©f American Rabbig! Code of Ethics:

As teachers of Judaism,'rabbis are
eéxpected to abide by the highest
moral values of Our religion: the

® ¢f. s Yah, p. 11, note at bottom of page.
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: they proclaim.
H
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO KELAL YISRAREL AND THE NON-JEWISH COMMUNITY

The committee devoted considerzble discussion to the effect
of any statement on our relationship to Xelal Yisrael. The
committee expressed deep cc-cern about the reactions of the other
Jewish movements and strong.y urges that the dialogue continue with
them on this issue. Nevert-eless, it concluded that our cecision
should be governed by th: principles and practices of PReform
Judaism. Similarly the corr ttee considered ang discusced with the
members of MaRaM the poss.-le effects of a statement on Reform
Judaism in Israel. 2gain, :: concluded that while sensitivity was
in order, the committee ¢ wvld only address the North ZArmerican
sitvation. In addition, t'e conmittee attenpted to ascess how
various stands would affect our relationship with non-Jewish
groups. kgain, the committee was concerned but felt that it had to
make its decision independe-t of that consideration.

CONGFZIGATIONAL ISSUES

The acceptance by our cengregations of gay and lesbian Jews
as rabbis was a topic of diccussion. We know that the majority of
Reform Jews strongly supper:t eivil rights for gays and lesbians,
but the unique position of t-e rabbi as spiritual leader and Judaic
rcle model wake the acce:tznce of gay or lesbian rabbis an
intensely emotional and Fotentially divisive issuve. While we
acknowledge that there are -ay and lesbian rabbis who are serving
their communities effecti~ely, with dignity, compassion and
integrity, we believe that t:ere is a great need for education and
dialogue in our congregatic-s.

hDMISSIONS POLICY OF THE COLLEGE-INSTITUTE

One of the original issues which brought the committee into
existence was a concern about the admissions pelicy of the College-
Institute. Fresident Alfrec Cottschalk has recently set forth the
admissions policy of HUC-JIF. The written guidelines state that the
College-Institute considers sexual orientation of an applicant only
within the context of a cerdidate's overall suitability for the
rabbinate, his or her qualifications to serve the Jewish community
effectively, and his or her cepacity to find personal fulfillment
within the rabbinate. The Committee agrees with this adnissions
pelicy of our College- Inst:tute.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CENT:AL CONFERENCE OF RMERICAN RAEBBIS
The Central Conference of American Rabbis has always accepted
into membership upon application 211 rabbinic graduates of the
College-Institute.
The committee re-affirrs this policy to admit upon application
rabbinic graduates of the Cclilege - Institute.
T LACEMENT

Since its inception, ti= Febbinical Placement Commiceion has

5
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prnvided‘ Placerent services to 2ll nenbers of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis in good standing, in accordance with

its rules.

The committee agrees with this pelicy of the Rabbinical

Placement Commission which provides pPlacenment services to all

rembers of the Central Conference of American Rebbis in cood
standing, in accordance with the Commission's established rules,

Respectfully submitted,

Chair: Selig Salkowitz, Norman J. Cohen, A. Stanley Dreyfus (RPC),
Joseph B. Glaser (CCAR), Walter Jacob, Yoel H. Kahn, Samuel E.
Karff, Peter S. Knobel, Joseph Levine, Jack Stern, Richard s.
Sternberger (UAHC), FRonald B. Scbel (RPC), Elliot L. Stevens
(CCAR), Harvey M. Tattelbaum, Albert Vorspan (UAHC), Margaret M,
Wenig, Gary Zola (KUC-JIR).

COMMITTEE ENDORSEMENT

The committee expresses its sincere appreciation to the many
rembers of the Central Conference of Arerican Rabbis who
communicated with it in writing and orally. Wwe urge all rabbis to
study and reflect on these critical issues in order to lead their
congregations and other members of the Jewish community toward
greater awareness and sensitivity through education and dialogue.
The committee unaninously endorses this report as a fair reflection
of four years of deliberation and urges its adoption.
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DATE: August 2, 1990
FROM: .Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
TO: Rabbi Janet Marder

Thank vou for sending me the packet directed to Regional
Directors in an effort to fulfill the mandate of their resolution
which was adopted by our Biennial. I am deeply grateful for what

you are doing. As always, you are thorough in your approach.

I hope our colleagues will avail themselves of those resources
which you provided. Would it not be a good idea if vyou were to
call around to make certain that they do. I would hate to have
this buried beneath a pile on their desk and no acted on. In
other words, you ought to take an active role in seeing that

every region does at least something in this area.

Why don't vou send a copy of your packet to Allan Goldman with a

covering memo indicating how it is that we are fulfilling the

resolution which was adopted in this realm.

Again, my heartfelt thanks.



SOUTHWEST COUNCIL

1

Dr. Arnold Drake
1303 Calais Rd.
Memphis, TN. 38120
(901) 761-1444

Dr. Drake is very involved in Temple Beth Shalom (Conservative) and also
knows Rabbi Harry Danziger well. He grew up in the Reform movement.
A good speaker, parent of a gay son and active in PFLAG.

MIDWEST COUNCIL

i

.Fred Jacobs

642 S.2nd St. Apt.1004
Louisville, KY. 40202
(502) 583-0528

Fred is a gay man, the father of three daughters, and a member of The Temple
in Louisville. He has been an active member of the Jewish community all his
life (youth group, etc.), and is very articulate.

.Ted Ruskin

4517 W.Ponds Circle
Littleton, CO. 80123
(303)798-6566

Ted is an active member of Temple Sinai of Denver (serves on the board)
and openly gay. He is affable, articulate and a committed Reform Jew.
He attended the Biennial in New Orleans as part of the Sinai delegation.

.Rabbi Marc Blumenthal

Director, Community Chaplain Program
Rose Medical Center

4567 East Ninth Ave.

Denver, CO. 80220

(303)320-2121

Marc is the rabbi who "came out" to his colleagues at the most recent MWARR
convention. He is a fine, thoughtful speaker (he spoke on a panel at our
last Sub-Regional convention) and makes an excellent impression.

4.Debora Gordon

1127 W.6th 5t.
Bloomington, IN. 47404
(812)331-2708

Debora is a lesbian who works as High Holy Days hazzanit and Bar/Bat Mitzva
tutor at Congregation Beth Shalom in Bloomington, Indiana. She also works
for the Indianapolis BJE. She is interested in applying to rabbinic school
at HUC. She grew up in the Reform movement, attended UAHC camps, and her
grandfather was a Reform rabbi. She's a bright, thoughtful speaker.



NORTHEAST LAKES COUNCIL

1.Merry Silber
(313)642-4371

Lives in the Detroit area. Parent of a gay child, an experienced speaker but
not affiliated with a temple.

Z.Harriet and Morris Arnowitz
3250 Kenosha

Oak Park, MI.48237
(313)545-1151

The Arnowitz's are parents of a gay child, members of PFLAG and experienced
speakers. They are members of Congregation Beth Shalom (Conservative).

3.Jane Daroff
14260 Larchmere
Shaker Heights, OH. 44120
(216)321-7413

First cousin of Allan B. Goldman. Jane is not a temple member, but "very Jewish."
She is an articulate, active member of PFLAG.

4.Helen Binder
(313)642-1960

Lives in the Detroit area. Helen is an unaffiliated mother of a gay son. [ know
her son, who is a member of Beth Chayim Chadashim in Los Angeles. She is a warm
and experienced speaker who can discuss the stigma attached to being the parent
of a homosexual in the Jewish community.

5.0r. Trudy Baron
7 Berkshire 5t.
Rochester, N.Y. 14607
(716)442-3363

Trudy is a psychologist who has led many workshops on homosexuality--an outstanding,
warm and eloquent speaker. She is a lesbian and a mother; she and her companion
are both active members of B'rith Kodesh in Rochester. In her talks, Dr. Baron
stresses the notion that gay and straught people "are more alike than different,”
and explains the desire of gay and lesbian Jews to live a full Jewish life.

6.Scott Cohen
Until October 15: 117 Hart Rd.
Cherry Hills, N.J. 08034
(609)779-9198

After October 15: 10 Manhatten Square, Apt.5
Rochester, N.Y. 14607
(617)546-1381

Scott is a gay man, an active member of B'rith Kodesh and a founder of Naim, a
group of lesbian and gay Jews in Rochester. He is a very eloquent speaker. In-
cidentally, he is thinking about applying to rabbinic school.

7.Dr. Howard Epstein
23897 Wimbleton Rd.

Shaker Heights, OH. 44122

(216)991-2612
cont.



NORTHEAST LAKES cont.

Howard is a physician at a university hospital in Cleveland. He grew up at
Tiferet Israel and is now an active member of Hevrei Tikvah, Cleveland's
gay/lesbian synagogue. He is a very committed Jew and an excellent speaker.

8.Greg (doesn't want last name used)
(216)991-9304

Greg is Howard's partner. He teaches religious school in a Conservative
congregation and is highly closeted at work (in a large corporation).
Describes himself as traditionally-oriented Jew, but with a growing respect
for Reform Judaism.

9.Rabbis Judea Miller and Judy Cohen-Rosenberg
B'rith Kodesh , 2131 Elmwood Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14618
(716)244-7060

This congregation has made some remarkable steps at outreach to the gay/lesbian
community. Both rabbis are happy to speak about their efforts in this direction.
Judy is probably more outspoken on the subject; Judea would offer the perspective
of someone whose views have altered gradually.



MID-ATLANTIC COUNCIL

1.Marcia (pronounced Mar-SEE-a) Solomon
2417 Elkwood Circle
Charlotte, NC. 28205
(704)537-8001

Marcia has a gay son, is a member of PFLAG and is active in a Conservative
synagogue. She's a very enthusiastic and articulate speaker.

2.Paulette Goodman
911 Buckingham Dr.
Silver Springs, MD. 20901
(301)434-6309

National president of PFLAG and an experienced speaker. Describes herself as
non-affiliated "but very Jewish." Lived through the Holocaust in Nazi-occupied
France, and can speak powerfully about how the oppression she experienced as
a Jew there helped her understand the pain of homosexuals living in the closet.

3.Andy Rose
3106 Abell Ave.
Baltimore, MD. 21218
(301)366-7327

Gay man, an HUC-trained social worker and a marvelous, sensitive and very experienced
speaker and workshop leader. Co-editor of Twice Blessed: On Being Lesbian, Gay and
Jewish.




NEW YORK FEDERATION

1.Elaine and Lester Sharlach
592 Haviland Rd.
Stamford, CT. 06903
(203)322-5380

Parents of a gay son, active in PFLAG. They are members of a traditional
synagogue, but describe themselves as being "not very religious." Their
straight son is active in a Reform congregation in Connecticut (but they

said he wouldn't be interested in speaking). Both are excellent, experienced
speakers.

Z.John Hirsch
95 Windsor Gate Dr.
North Hills, N.Y. 11040
(516)365-7445

John chairs the NYFRS's "Gay and Lesbian Jews Resource Committee," which
provides speakers to all congregations in the region and also does outreach

in the gay/lesbian community in order to bring Jews into mainstream congre-
gations. He and Rabbi Margaret Wenig led a well-attended workshop at the
region's annual Assembly of Delegates. A board member of Temple Beth-E1 in
Great Neck, John and his partner were honored at Shabbat services on their
20th anniversary. He does a very eloquent and moving presentation. Inciden-
tally, John designed the UAHC AIDS Committee's beautiful quilt panel in memory
of all Jews lost to AIDS.

3.Rabbi Margaret Wenig
Beth Am-The People's Temple
178 Bennett Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10040
(212)927-2230

Maggie can speak about the extraordinary efforts her congregation has made to
reach out to the gay/lesbian community. She has excellent ideas and materials
to share with other congregations; I have included several examples in this
packet. She is married and the mother of two daughters.



NEW JERSEY FEDERATION

1.Jeff (prefers that his last name not be used) is a gay man active in Monmouth
Reform Temple, who says he'd prefer to speak outside his own region. He knows
Dan Freelander, so you might call Dan for more information about his effective-
ness as a speaker. Jeff's home phone number is (201)583-2256.

2.Scott Cohen--will be in New Jersey until October 15 and would be a very
effective speaker. See Northeast Lakes, #6 for information about him.



SOUTHEAST COUNCIL

1.Judy Colbs
684 Elmwood Dr. NE
Atlanta, GA. 30306
(404 )875-9440

Has a lesbian daughter. Judy was raised as a Conservative Jew in a religious
home; she is now unaffiliated, but knows Rabbi Sue Ann Wasserman well. She
expresses herself well and is retired, so travel is not a problem. Her husband,
Marvin, is also willing to speak.

Z2.lena Silverman
10405 Sunrise Lake Bl.
Sunrise, Florida 33322
(305)741-3648

Has a gay son. She is upaffiliated, a very warm and genuine speaker, but rather
inexperienced. Would prefer to speak together with Michael Greenspan (see below).

3.Michael Greenspan
2113 W.Davie Blvd. Apt.246
H (305)583-9477

Former president of Etz Hayim, Miami's congregation with special outreach to gay
and lesbian Jews. Has served on the UAHC Regional Board and knows Frank Sundheim.
Experienced speaker.



PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL

1.0p. Lisa Schwartz
1219 W.Wynnewood Rd., #515
Wynnewood, PA. 19096

(215)896-8494 -H

Lisa has done extensive research on gay and lesbian youth, and can speak well
about homophobia and the general topic of teaching young people about sexuality.
Her dissertation deals with the attitudes and behavior of young homosexuals on
the East Coast. As far as [ know, she is straight. Lisa serves on the UAHC's
AIDS Committee and belongs to Temple Shalom in Broomall.

Z2.Laura Gottfried
Jewish Family and (hildren's Services
1610 Spruce St.
Phila, PA. 19103

Laura is a social worker at Jewish Family and Children's Services in Philadelphia,
where she has led support groups for Jewish lesbians and bisexual women through
their "Womenreach" program. She is not affiliated with a temple, but can speak
effectively about issues of gay and lesbian involvement in the Jewish community.

3.0r. Richard Friend
2405 Grays Ferry Ave.
Philadelphia, PA. 19146
(215)735-0476

Gay unaffiliated Jew on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania in the
human sexuality program. Richard is a very experienced speaker and educator

who has led training programs for the Philadelphia school system and the police
department, designed to reduce homophobia. He says he was raised "very much

as a Jew" and can speak effectively about his personal story of growing up gay
and Jewish. He's a friend of Lisa Schwartz.

4.Ms. Ruth Gland
1006 Afton Apt.12
Philadelphia, PA. 19111
(215)725-4836

Ruth lost her son to AIDS not long ago. Dan Freelander did the funeral
and she is extremely fond of him (ask Dan about her effectiveness as a

speaker). She is active in PFLAG and has done a good deal of speaking

on their behalf. She is not a synagogue member, but expressed the wish
of finding a supportive Jewish community.



GREAT LAKES EﬂUHCIL{ﬁhIChGﬂ FEDERATION

1

.Malter and Ina Hill

1000 Deerfield Rd. Apt.201
Highland Park, IL. 60035
(708)432-5605

The Hills have a gay son. They are members of Temple Beth Israel in Skokie
and are experienced speakers, active in PFLAG.

.Vivian and Mayer Channon

4133 Greenwood
Skokie, IL. 60076
(708)674-4664

The Channons are active in Niles Township Congregation (Reconstructionist).
They are active in PFLAG and have spoken on national television and radio.
They are parents of a homosexual--I don't remember whether it's a son or
daughter.

.Dr. Floyd and Toby Mittleman

2005 Techny
Northbrook, IL. 60062
(708)564-2496

Parents of a homosexual and members of PFLAG, active in Temple Bnai Chai of
Northbrook.

.Rabbi Stacy Offner

Congregation Shir Tikvah

345 5t. Peter 5t., Suite 800
St. Paul, MN. 55102
(612)642-0952

One of the few openly lesbian rabbis in the country and an energetic, eloquent
and effective speaker. Stacy's experience is unigue in that she serves a con-
gregation which is not primarily homosexual and yet she is able to be open about
her own orientation.

.Lisa Schlesinger

1489 Lincoln Ave.
St. Paul, MN. 55105
(612)690-4482

Lisa is the immediate past president of Congregation Shir Tikvah (served by Rabbi
Offner); she is married and the mother of three. A very fine and articulate
speaker offering a valuable, unique perspective: a straight congregant's impres-
sion of what it's like to have an openly homosexual rabbi.



" PACIFIC SOUTHWEST COUNCIL

1.Agnes Herman

1537 E1 Paseo Dr.
Lake San Marcos, CA. 92069
(619)744-6878

Ag is the mother of a gay son and an experienced, extremely effective speaker.
Her status as wife of a rabbi and former UAHC Regional Director helps make the
whole subject respectable, and encourages other parents to "come out of the
closet."

2.Adele Starr
(213)472-4804

Founder and past national president of PFLAG. Has 5 children, one of whom is
gay. She is a powerful, very experienced speaker and a member of University
Synagogue in Los Angeles.

3.Elizabeth Savage
1133 S.Wooster St. #201
Los Angeles, CA. 90035 (213)278-6556

A Jew by Choice and an active member of Leo Baeck Temple. She and her partner
were the first openly lesbian couple to apply for membership in the congregation.
A thoughtful and articulate speaker. She is helping to coordinate Leo Baeck's
involvement in the UAHC-sponsored AIDS Brunch program at County Hospital.

4.Bonnie Brown
3650 First Ave. Apt.301
San Diego, CA. 92103
W (619)543-6397
H (619)260-1349

Bonnie is medical records supervisor at UCSD Medical Center. She has worked
extensively with people with AIDS, and initiated Temple Emanu-E1's outreach
effort to gays and lesbians, organizing a social action dinner together with
Yachad, San Diego's group for gay and lesbian Jews. Attended the "Justice and
Judaism" seminar we held at Temple Emanu-E1 and serves on the temple's social
action committee.

6.Rabbi Denise Eger
Beth Chayim Chadashim
6000 W.Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA. 90035
(213)931-7023

Rabbi of Los Angeles' gay/lesbian synagogue for the past two years, Denise recently
became the first lesbian rabbi to "go public" with an article in the Los Angeles
Times. She is a warm and dynamic speaker.



PACIFIC NORTHWEST COUNCIL

1.Cantor David Serkin
Temple B'nai Torah
6195 92nd Ave. SE
Mercer Island, WA. 98040
(206)232-7243

David is one of the only openly gay cantors in a Reform synagogue. He has an
interesting story to tell and tells it extremely well. His presentation would
provide reassuring evidence that a congregation can look to a gay religious
leader as a mentsch and a role model.

Z.Rabbi James Mirel
same address and phone #

Jim can share the interesting and unusual experience of having guided his con-
gregation through the difficult time of Cantor Serkin's "coming out." Ultimately
the congregation proved very supportive of the cantor, and Jim's leadership was
invaluable. Jim would prefer to speak outside his own region.



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL

1

.Ann and Dr. Julian Davidson

963 Mears Court
stanford, CA. 94305
(415)493-0997

Parents of a gay son. Are unaffiliated, but proudly identify as Jews. Husband
is professor of physiology at Stanford, specializing in human sexuality, hormones
and reproduction. They are experienced speakers, active in PFLAG.

.Rabbi Eric Weiss

Bureau of Jewish Education
639 14th Ave.

San Francisco, CA. 94115
(415)751-6983

Eric was openly gay during his days at HUC and continues to be in his present
position as Judaic Studies Consultant for the BJE. He is a warm, low-key and
very likable speaker.

.Rabbi Yoel Kahn

Congregation Sha'ar Zahav
220 Danvers

San Francisco, CA. 94114
(415)861-6932

An excellent speaker, willing to do a few jobs outside his own region.

He has a piece soon to be published in Reform Judaism giving his personal
perspective as a gay rabbi. As you know if you've read his speech to the
CCAR last year, he can also speak effectively on the subject of kiddushin
for same-sex couples.




CANADIAN COUNCIL

1.Marlene Meyerson
Temple Emanu-El
120 01d Colony Road
Willowdale, Ontario
M2L 2KZ Canada
(416)449-3880

I was not able to contact Marlene about being on this list, but I
think she would be a fine speaker. She is a member of the UAHC AIDS
Committee, and has spoken movingly at our meetings about how her view
of homosexuality was changed when a colleague "came out" to her.

2.Rabbi John Moskowitz
Holy Blossom Temple
I was unable to make contact with John, but I've been informed that Holy Blossom
has organized a support group for Jewish parents of gays and lesbians.



NORTHEAST COUNCIL

1.Hope Abramson
49 Rogers Ave.
Somerville, MA. 02144
(617)625-0855

Lesbian active in Temple Bnai Brith of Somerville (Cnnservative}. She has
a partner and is a thoughtful, committed Jew.

2.Felice Yezkel
433 Warren Wright Rd.
Belchertown, MA. 01007
(413)256-1868

Felice is a lesbian active in a mainstream non-affiliated synagogue. She is
very experienced at teaching and leading workshops on homophobia in the Jewish
community. She'd be interested in training congregants who want to become
part of an "internal change team" that would work to diminish homophobia in
their congregation. She works with Diversityworks, a consultant firm devoted
to helping organizations reduce racism, sexism and homophobia within their
ranks. Felice would expect a fee for personal consulting with a congregation,
but would speak for free at a UAHC workshop.

3.Warren J. Blumenfeld
136 Hancock St.
Cambridge, MA. 02139
(617)492-4639

Warren is co-author of Looking at Gay and Lesbian Life, a 416 page general
reader on gay and lesbian experience; co-producer of the documentary film
"Pink Triangles," which examines prejudice against lesbians and gay males,
an instructor at the Cambridge Center for Adult Education and coordinator

of the Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Speakers Bureau of Boston. He holds dual
Masters Degrees from Boston College. He is unaffiliated, but "very Jewish,"
(goes to services on the High Holy Days), and is comfortable telling his
personal story of growing up Jewish and qay.
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Bl ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT  H38 FIFTH AVENUE MEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 12121 243 0100

August 1, 1990
10 Av 5750

Rabbi Samuel Silver
Temple Sinai

2475 West Atlantic Avenue
Delray Beach, FL 33445

Dear Sam:

Thank you for sending me Mr. Rosen's letter. Unhappily, I cannot
agree with him. The truth of the matter is that both you and I
know that there are scores of homosexual rabbis in the Reform
rabbinate even now - that is equally true for the Conservatives
and the Orthodox rabbinate, I am certain.

Be that as it may, there has not been one untoward incident
affecting any of them. Quite to the contrary, men like Hillel
Fine and Bob Goldberg served with honor and there has not been
even the slightest hint or suspicion that the fact that they were
homosexuals impaired their functioning as exemplary role models.
As a matter of fact, I must say those of our colleagues whom I
know to be homosexuals are exceptionally sensitive.

To all of this, I only want to add that the several congregations
with Outreach to the homosexual community which we have accepted
into our family of congregations have created meaningful and
exciting programs. My daughter who lives in San Francisco, tells
me that Yoel Kahn's is just about the best in the city. It is
the most active, the most spiritual, the most effective.

Alas, at least in terms of the rabbinate, not the same thing can
always be said of our hetersexual colleagues. Here, too, both
you and I know that we have had plenty of problems along that
line.

What I am really trving to say is that sexual preference should
not be a factor in determining a rabbi's effectiveness and the
many Reform Jews who happen to be gay or lesbian ought not to
feel that there are limits to their spiritual aspirations.

With warm good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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Temple Sinai

Of Paim Beach County

2475 West Atlantic Avenue, Delray Beach, Florida 33445
Telephone: 407-276-6161
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November 15, 1990
27 Heshvan 5751

Ms Sheila Wells
7033 Stewart & Grav Road #6
Downey, CA 90241

Dear Sheila:

Thank you so much for taking the time to write to share
vour thoughts concerning lesbian and gay rabbis. I
want vou toe Kknow that I agree with you fully and vour
stance is one which has long been that of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations.

We are on record for eguality in employvment
opportunities and all phases of life for all, without
concern for sexual preference.

Once again, thank yvou for writing as vou did. With
every good wish and kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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September 24, 1990

Editor

The Jewish Week
1457 Broadway
New York, MN.Y. 10036
To the Editor:

Dennis Prager is correct (August 10, 1990): the Reform movement's
recent decision to ordain homosexuals is "not about sympathy and
compassion for homosexuals." It is, rather, about providing support
and recognition for our gay and lesbian colleagues who are already
serving in the rabbinate.

Anyone who knows these colleaques knows that they serve the Jewish
people honorably and faithfully, and that they strive to co?duct
their public and private lives according to the highest ethical
standards. To suggest otherwise is to slander some of the most
gifted rabbis I know. I might add that gay rabbis serve in all
four branches of Judaism, though nearly all, of course, are forced
to keep their sexual orientation a secret.

Prager's lament over the Reform movement's “dropping the heterosexual
ideal" seems motivated by a curious fear that the ordination of
homosexuals will somehow unleash sexual anarchy in the world, leading
to the disintegration of marriage, the family, and Western civil-
jzation. 1'd like to allay his fears in two ways. First of all,

no one will rush out and become a homosexual as a result qf the CCAR
vote. While Prager apparently has little regard for the intrinsic
joys of heterosexual love and marriage, believing that men must be
"taught to confine their erotic love to women, specifically to their
wives," it seems abundantly clear that 20 years of the gay libera-
tion movement have made heterosexuality and marriage no less popular.
It is still only a small fraction of human beings (10% or less) who
discover that their nature is homosexual.

Secondly, it should reassure Prager to know that HUC-JIR, the Eefnrm
seminary, holds all candidates for the rabbinate to the same rigorous
standards. Homosexual or heterosexual, married or single, with or
without children, rabbis must first and foremost be mentshn--people
of honor and integrity, decent, caring and responsibTe human bg1ng§.
Sexual libertines of any stripe, abusive, promiscuous nr_expln1tat1ve
men and women are not acceptable candidates for the rabbinate.

This latest vote of the Reform rabbinate, thus, r?fTEEts no abandon-
ment of the Jewish ideals of monogamy or family 1ife--for anyone who



knows lesbian or gay couples knows they are capable of establishing
faithful lifetime commitments and rearing children in stable, loving
families.

I fail to see how acknowledging the human dignity and rabbinic competence
of a homosexual endangers the family or undermines Western civilization.

In fact, I view this decision as a step forward in the civilizing process,
and look forward to the day when the fears, ignorance and bigotry expressed
in Prager's article will be laid to rest.

SincerE1y,?¢x_¢,a¢ljbx__ﬂ
?;z;;fﬁii;et R. Marder

Associate Director
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ruling on gay rabbis stand?

By DENNIS PRAGER

HE RECEMT DECISION of the Reform rabbinate 1o

ordain declared homosexuals will be rescinded one

day, and all those whe care deeply about Reform Juda-
ism must hope that it will do 5o before that decision harms the
Reform movement.

Mot since classical Reform Judaism's decision to declare
the Jews a religion and not a people, which led 1o its early
anti-Zionism, has Reform Judaism done something so anti-
thetical 1o a foundation of Judaism. That is why, just as it later
reversed itself and affirmed Jewish peoplehood, Reform Ju-
daism will eventually reverse itsell and reaffirm man-woman
love, marriage and family.

For these are what this issue is all about. The issue is not
about sympathy and compassicn for homosexuals, Every de-
cent person has compassion for homosexuals whe are ep-
pressed. And every one of us who knows the joy and profun-
dity of loving and marrying fecls compassion for people wha
feel incapable of making love 10 the opposite sex.

But compassion for the homosexual who has no choice is
one thing, and dropping Judaism’s heterosexual fdeal is quite
another,

The decision challenges one of the handful of truly essential
values of Judaism and Westemn civilization. For three millen-
nia, Judaism has fought to channel human sexuality into mar-
riage. Do we continue this fight, or do we accept the notion
that all non-coercive sexual activity is equally desimble?

Ihave spent a good pan of the last half year researching and
writing a 15.000-waord manuseript, " Judaism, Homosexuality
and Civilization,” published this month in my quarterly jour-

nal, Uliimate lssues. In a lifetime of siudying, writing and. —

lecturing about Judaism [ had never been so aware of the mag-
nitede of Judaism’s uniqueness. Except for its introduction of
a universal, moral, supranatural God, nothing Judaism intro-
duced into the world was as radically different, as unnatural
and as anti-social as its prohibition of homosexuality.

My research opensed my eyes to the incredible truth that
historically it was not hemesexuality but Judaism’s prohibi-
tion of it that was truly deviant.

Man-boy love has been an accepied, even lauded feature of
maost civilizations. It dominated Greece, and has been an ac-
cepted norm in the Arab-Moslem world until the present cen-
tury, Sir Richard Burten reported that the Chinese love of ho-
mosexuality was anly equaled by their love of bestiality.
lorah's prohibition of non-marial sex msde e cre-

widliei ave sullercd wisennme e are ol Laughl o copiime dse

By PINCHAS STOLPER

HE DECISION OF the Reform rabbinate to ac-

ceptactive homosexuals as rabbis has sent shock

waves through the Jewish community. It repre-
sents a radical and imesponsible depanure from Jewish
maorality and tradition, and will further exacerbate rela-
tionships between the Jewish community and the Re-
form movement.

This tragic move represents a radical tear in the fabric
+ of the consensus of Jewishness, a propeliant 1o further
assimilation, a weak-kneed surrender 1o the basest and
maost destructive clements in American society. The in-
ability of the Reform movement to resist the pressures
of sexual libertarians manifests a lack of backbone and
prnciple. The Reform compromise with homosexuality
represents a break with Jewish tradition, placing Reform
on an even steeper, more slippery slope that will lead to
funther dissolution and disintegration. The Torah's pro-
nouncement, “Thou shait not lie with 8 man as one lies
with a woman: it is abomination,” (Lev 18:22) has not
and cannot be changed or abrogated.

It is the Torah that is the source of morality; it defines
what is moral. The same Torah that forbids homosexu-
ality also forbids adultery and perjury and advocates
philanthropy, equal justice and respect for parents. If
one accepts Judaism's moral law and intellectual hon-
esty. then consistency requires acceptance of its more

FPinchas Stolper is executive vice president of the
Union af Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America.

A radical break with Jewish morality

and less popular aspects alike.

The Reform movement long ago abandoned Halacha,
the system of Jewish law based on the Torah that is the
bedrock and foundation of Jewish life. They claimed
that in place of the law, they would abide by *prophetic
Judaism." But nothing is more basic to the message of
the Prophets than the overarching values of family and
sexual morality,

The Torah and the Prophets are filled with incidents
and pronouncements, all of which insiruct and sensktize
tathe repugnance with which the homosexual abomina-
tion is regarded. Anyone who purports to teach Judaism
and be its spokesman and representative is obligated 1o
uphold its standards, not publicly tear them down by
flaunting their own immoral activity in the presence of
the innocent. ;

The new Reform departure reflects moral bankruptey
and represents a betrayal of both the letter and spinit of
Jewish radition and morality. Its consequence will be 1o
create a deeper rift between the Reform movement and
all other Jews, It is one thing to be olerant of a sinner in
the hope that he will change his ways, but to set up role
models, leachers and authorities who are themselves
public violators of everything being Jewish stands for is
a sericus desecration,

Homasexual rabbis are a contradiction, an oxymoron,
Such an individual and the movement thal endorses him
disregards principle and the eternal values Jews have
regarded as sacred from time immemaorial,

We know that Reform Jews want to be Jews. But be-
ing Jewish is more than a label — it calls for substance,
responsibility, commitment and discipline.

of male-male love, In Greece, as in much of the world, women
were for procreation and boys were for sexual love. It was
Judaism that initiated marital eroticism, and thereby
singlehandedly made marriage more than a baby-producing
amangement.

That many feminists identify with gay liberation can only
be explained their lack of awarenzss as to how much

but overeating, and we therefore certainly owe them our sym-
pathy. But we do not need 1o hold that overeating is as good as
eating healthfully, In the same way, we owe sympathy 1o ho-
mosexuals who have no choice (and this, too, 1 leamed, is
much more complex than generally believed — the majority
of gay men and women have had sex with the opposite sex,
and the many homosexuals who are bisexual nhvinnslyv exer

(SEVEE i TR TR TR TRLY 8

§ Western civilization possible, Societies that did not
moundaries around sexuality remained undeveloped.
bsequent ascendancy of the Western world can, 1o a
it extent, be atributed 1o the sexual revolution initi-
Judaism and later camied forward by Christianity.

be chunneled into marriage, it linerally changed his-
tory. When not channeled into marriage, sex domi-
uciety and religion. Before Judaism, sex even domi-
sligious life. Throughout the world, the gods all had sex
her pods and engaged in both heterosexual and homo-
relations with mortal men and women, Both homosex-
heterosexual relations were religious rituals in most of
ll's religions until influenced by Western — that is,
Twristian — civilization,
of the most important consequences of Judaism's
prohibition of homosexuality was the elevation of
1. Wherever homosexuality was widely accepted, the
of women remained particularly low. Ancient Greece,
g to all the classical scholars 1 read, held women ina
* inferior position, very much related o its celebration

]
,HE.N JUDAISM SAID that the sexual instinct must

#is Prager is coauthor of "The Nine Questions People
out fudaism® and “The Reason for Anti-Semitism.” A
ntator on KASC Radio in Lo Angeles, he writes and
tes a quarterly journal on Judaism and sociery, Ulh-
sues. An expanded essay on " Judaism, Homosexuality
vilization" appecrs in the latest issue. For informeation
sining it, write to Ultimare fssues, 6020 Washingron
“ulver Ciry, CA 90232,

erohig love to women, specifically 1o their wives. [t is no coin-
cidence that until the present era, the panicularly low level of

Compassion for the homosexual is
one thing. Dropping Judaism’s
heterosexual ideal is quite another.

women in the Araband Moslem worlds has been accompanied
by these cultures” widespread acceptance of male homosexu-
ality.

3o, 10, it was Judaism that made the family the basic struc-
ture of sociely — and that is only possible when men and
wormen are taught to confine their sexual behavior to their
spouses. Marital sex is a Jewish ideal that made Western civ-
ilization possible, and family life has been one of the glories
of Jewish history. i is sad beyond words thai a normative
Jewish movement has, with good intentions certainly, joined
with ihose who no longer hold the marital sexual ideal.

The argument that homeosexuals have no choice may be true
in some cases: we simply donot know, as there is no evidence
whatsoever that homosexuality is genetic. But even if ahomo-
sexual feels that he or she has no choice — and 1 honor that
individual's feeling — the issue is irmelevant to the question of
what ideal Judaism must uphold. Indeed, it is a Reform rabbi,

, Eugene Borowitz, who has stated it best: “To be a rabbi is not
a Jewish right but a title bestowed as a special Jewish honor,
[Rabbis] cught to set an example of Jewish ideals.”

To cite a simple analogy, some overcalers have no choice

But we donot owe them agresment. Judaism has standards,
and the moment you have standurds some individuals will
suffer. “Thou shalt not commil adultery ™ causes innumerable
people who cannot have sex with their spouses to suffer. Shall
we, then, drop the commandment against adultery? | have no
desire to blame or attack these people whao feel they have no
choice bul to enguge in extramarital sex any more than [ wish
1o blame or attack homosexuals who feel they have no choice.
But in both instances [ do want to retain Judaism’s ideals.

|

And what will happen when a homosexual Reform rabbi
brings his or her lover to temple on Shabbat? What will parents
worshipping there tell their children when the children ask
who that person is7 Will the parents tell the truth? And, if sa,
aren't they then telling their children that Judaism finds homo-
sexuality and sexuval life outside of marriage perfectly idcal —
ideal enough to be the way in which the rabbi acts? Or will the
parents lie, and, if 0, howcan a movement ordain rabbis about
whose lifestyles its members are ashamed to repon to their
children?

And what about incest? If loving sex between adults of the
same sex is now Jewishly valid, why not loving sex between
adult brothers and sisters? Once ihe heterosexual marital door
is officially opened, where will it close?

With all good intentions, the Reform rabbinate voted to be-
stow the highest title in Judaism to Jews who publicly claim
that same-sex love is as Jewish an ideal as man-woman love
and marriage. That is. as many Reform rabbis who disagres
with this decision have told me, the one great departure from
Judaism in Reform life. It is not comparable w0 Reform Juda-
ism's decision on patrilineal descent — that was a break with

(Cont'nued on Page 35)
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

/ PRESIDENT B38 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (2121 245-0100

September 13, 1990
23 Elul 5750

Mrs. A. A. Friedman
3040 Bransford Road
Augusta GA 30909

Dear Mrs. Friedman:

It was good of you to share your concerns regarding gay
and lesbian rabbis with me. While this was initially
passed by the Central Conference of American Rabbis,
our lead rabbinic organization, I must note that it is
an issue and resolution with which I fully concur.

The headlines in the news and the report of the
discussion really do not convey the heartfelt and
extended study which went into this report and
resolution. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the full
report to the CCAR. I believe a careful reading will
help you to understand the position taken by the Reform
rabbinate. I do not know if this will change your
mind, but I am certain that it will provide new
insights into the thinking which went into this matter.

With kindest greetings and every good wish for the New
Year, I am

S8incerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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FHAuguita, Seorgia 30909 r{)’h G
Augus® 30,
Union of American Hebrew Gﬂngregatiédgﬁryﬂ \

Attn: Rabbi Alexander Schindler, as Presiden&dwgf
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021 Qb—éﬂ J‘[wﬁ
Dear Rabbi Schindler: Clrdgpéﬂﬁjrﬁ

I have learned that there is a trend toward

letting homosexuals who pass the required regi-ﬂ&ﬁ’
men become rabbis. I am very strongly opposed to

this trend.

A rabbi must be a leader and a kﬂguf;
spiritual guide. I, for one, cannot
accept leadership from someone for

-
whom I have no respect, and I have n lj*
respect for anyone who is a homosex-", i
ual.

The Torah says that those whom we
now-a-days know as homosexuals are to m% 8
be cast out of the congregation. Cer- b}rbéd
tainly God did not intend for suchri}.
people to become congregational lead- qyfj
ers. God's word is constant —- it is kﬂ -
the same now as in biblical times.

From various conversations, I feel a major-
ity of Southeastern Jews, perhaps of American $jf

Jews, think as I do. g;;;&g’ﬁp
Sincerel 'kqjﬂf

HEF/sgt ﬁh Pjﬂ) Eﬁ;i‘tm Lo
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER o UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE MEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212 248-0100

August 20, 1990
29 Av 5750

State of Minnesota

Governor's Task Force on Gay and Lesbian Minnesotans
500 Bremer Tower

7th Place and Minnesota St.

S8t. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Dear Task Force Members:

In response to vour letter of August 15, I am pleased
to enclose herewith two resolutions passed by a General
Assembly of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.
The first was passed in 1987, the second in 1989. I
trust these will be of assistance to vyou.

In addition, I am enclosing herewith a copy of a speech
which I delivered at a service for families and friends
of people suffering from AIDS. I believe my words may
be of interest to your group.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

encls.



! "-}:I'.." a‘r—
MR %
Bdni=s STATE OF MINNESOTA
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. GOVERNOR'S TASK FORCE ON GAY AND LESBIAN MINNESOTANS

Gersldine Sall, Chalr.
Alds Tesk Force Mpls Schools

Aav. Leo Treadway, Vice Chair
Wingspan Minlsiry

Julia Andrzejewskl, PhD.
5L Cloud State University

Willie Bridges
Hennepin County Aftomay's Cifice

Stephan W. Cooper
MN Departmant of Human Rights

Fr. Edward Flahzven
Ramsay County Correctional Cenler

Mary M. Loty
Loty Associates

Jane MeWilliams
MHN Leagus of Women Volers

Susan Mackay
US West Communications

Frank §. Ahama, MD
University of MN Hospitals & Clinle

Brian Rusche
Jainl Religlous Legisiative Coalition

Honorable Allan H. Spear
MM Stale Senate

Lea Staples
Amaerican Indian Services, Inc.

ST PAUL 55101

August 15, 1990

Dear Leader of the Religious Community,

As members of the Religious Community Subcommittes of
Governor Rudy Perpich's Task Force on Gay and Lesbian

Minnesotans, we are writing to you because we are
aware of your organization's past supportive statements
regarding Human Rights Legislation for Gay and Lesbian

individuals or other

sexual minorities.

In an effort to update our record of religious com-

munity support on this matter, it would help us greatl
if you could send us any statements/resolutions/printed
materials that you and/or your organization might have
issued on this subject since 1983.

Copies of the

last known effort to gather such position statements

in Minnesota are encl

Many developments have occurred in the lives of Ga

osed.

and Lesbian Minnesotans in the last seven years.

any other topic perti
Lesbian Minnesotans.

nent to the lives of Gay and

We
welcome all statements that relate to human rights,
sodomy law repeal, domestic partners protection,
custody and visitation rights, adoption rights, or

In order to complete our mandate on schedule, we would

need to hear from you by September 15.
50 much for your quick response.

statements will go a

Thank you
Your collective
long way in helping us assess

the true needs of Gays and Lesbians in the Religious

Community.
Sincerely,

Task Force Members:

The Reverend Cathy Ann Beaty,

The Reverend Edward Flahavan, William C. Hunt,
Richard Angukcuaq LaFortune, Susan Mackay, Jane
McWilliams, Rabbi Stacy Offner, and Brian Rusche.

Enclosures (2)

W/

E00 Bramer Tower Tth Place and Minnesota Streal, St Paul, Minnasola 55101

(612) 296-5663 or (BO0)BS2-9747



- Wingspan

A Ministry With and On Behalf of Gay and Lesbian People.

ENDORSEMENTS FOR "HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION" FROM THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY
REGARDING GAY and LESBIAN INDIVIDUALS:

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH:

(1) National Federation of Priests' Councils (1974)

(2) MNational Assembly of Religious Brothers (1977)

(3) Neotional Coalition of American Nuns (1974)

(4) Nctional Assembly of Women Religious (1978)

(5)  National Conference of Catholic Bisheps (1975)

(6)  Archbishep John R. Roach, Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minnecpolis (1978)
(7)  Priests' Senate of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis (1978)

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (LCA):

(1) Lutheran Church in America, Social Statement: “"Sex, Marrioge, and Family” (1970)

(2)  Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom, Minnesota Synod, LCA, Pastoral Letter (1978)

(3) Minnesota Synod Convention Resolutions (1978) and (1983)

(4) Committee on Ministry To/With Gay and Lesbian Persons of the Minnesota Synod, LCA (1983)
(5)  Bishop Harold R. Lohr, Red River Valley Synod, LCA, Pastoral Letter (1983)

AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (ALC):

(1)  Bishop Elmo Agrimson, Southeastern Minnesota District, ALC, Pastoral Letters (1978) and (1983:
(2) American Lutheran Church, Statement of Comment and Counsel: "Human Sexuality end
Sexual Behavior" (1980)

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF MINNESOTA:

(1)  The Episcopal Church (1975)

(2)  Bishop Robert M. Anderson, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota, Pastoral Letter (1978)
(3)  Bishop Robert P. Varley, Assistant Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota, (1981)
(4) Commission on Social Action and Advocacy, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (1981)
(5) Diocesan Sexuality Task Force, Final Report, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (1982)

MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH:

(1)  Secial Principles Statement, The United Methedist Church (1976)
(2) Bishop Wayne K. Clymer, (previous bishop) Minnesota Annual Conference,
Pastoral Letter (1978)
(3)  Bishop Emerson Colaw, (current bishop) Minnesota Annual Conference, Radio Interview,

"Point of View," (1983)

A Ministry of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 100 North Oxiord Street, Saint Paul, MN 55104 613 2241371
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Religious Community Endorsements
(Human Rights Legislation re: Gay and Lesbian Individuals)

MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (continued):

(4) Statement by "Concemed United Methedist Clergy of Saint Paul™ (1978)

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST:

(1) Statement, 11th General Synod (1977)
(2) Statement, 10th General Syned (1975)

(3) Rev. Froncis X, Pirozzina, (previous conference minister) Minnesota Conference, UCC,

Pastoral Letter (1978)

(4) Rev. Murdale C. Leysath (present conference minister) Minnesota Conference, UCC (1983)

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A.:

(1) 190th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA (1978)
(2) Rev. Donald R. White (previous vice-moderator), Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area (1978)

THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHERN:

(1) Study Document (1980)

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST):

(1) General Assembly, Division of Homeland Ministries Resolution (1977)

THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA:

(1) Study Document (1978)

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS):

(1)  Yearly Meeting Minutes (1973) and (1974)
(2) Minneapolis Friends Meeting, Society of Friends (1978) ond (1983)

ASSQCIATED UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST MINISTERS OF MINNESOTA:

(1) Statement (1978)
(2) Individual Statements (1983)

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS (UAHC):

(1) 54th Assembly (1977)
(2) Individual Statements (1983)

AMERICAN BAPTISTS:

(1) Rev. Wiley A. Kehrli, Field Minister, Regional Office, American Boptist Churches (1983)

c

C
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Religious Community Endorsements
(Human Rights Legislation re: Gay and Lesbian Individuals)

NON-DENOMINATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

(1) Minnesota Fellowship of Reconciliation (1978)
(2) Minnesota Clergy and Laity Concemed (1978) and (1982)

GEOGRAPHICALLY IDENTIFIED RELIGIOUS BODIES/COUNCILS:

(1) The National Council of the Churches of Christ (undated copy)
(2) The Minnesota Council of Churches (1982)
(3) The Social Justice Division, Greater Minneapolis Area Council of Churches (1983)

HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS:

(1)  The Saint Paul Human Rights Commission (1983)
(2) The Minnecpolis Human Rights Commissien (1983)
(3) The Twin Cities Area Human Rights Coelition (1983)

GAY and LESBIAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS:

(1)  The Lesbion and Gay Interfaith Alliance, (a North American coalition), (1982)

(2) The Lesbian and Gay Interfaith Council of Minnesota (1983)

(3) Lutherans Concerned/North America, (national office) (1983)

(4) Lutherans Concemed/Twin Cities Chopter (1983)

(5) Integrity, Inc. (national office), (1983)

(6) United Theological Seminary Gay ond Lesbion Coucus (1983)

(7)  Wingspan: A Ministry With and On Behalf of Gay ond Lesbian People (St. Paul-Reformation
Lutheran Church) (1983)

GAY and LESBIAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS (ACTING IN SUPPORT THROUGH
THE INTERFAITH ALLIANCE): . . . . . . .National Orgenizations

(1) Dignity, Inc. (1982) (Roman Cathelic)
(2) The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (1982)
(3) The Unitarion Universalist Lesbion and Gay Coucus (1982)
(4) The United Church of Christ Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Concems (1982)
(5) The World Congress of Jews (1982)
(6) Heverim (Independent Jewish Congregation) (1982)
(7)  The Unitarian Universalist Office of Lesbian/Gay Concems (1982)
(8) Affimation (United Methodists) (1982)
(?) New Ways Ministry (Roman Cathelic) (1982)

(10) Axios (Eastern and Otthedox Christians) (1982)

(11)  Pentecostal Coalition for Human Rights (1982)

(12) Seventh Day Adventists: Kinship (1982)

(13) Friends for Lesbion ond Gay Concems (Quakers) (1982)
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" Religious Community Endorsements

LOCAL GAY and LESBIAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS (ACTING IN SUPPORT THROUGH

(Human Rights Legislation re: Gay ond Lesbian Individuals)

THE INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF MINNESOTA):

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
@)

Affirmation (United Methodists) (1983)

All Ged's Children Metropolitan Community Church (1983)

Beyt G=Vurah (1983)

Friends for Gay and Lesbion Concerns (Quakers) (1983)

Integrity, Inc. / Twin Cities Chapter (1983)

Presbyterians for Gay and Lesbian Concerns (1983)

Additional local gay/lesbion sensitive organizations:

(e) The United Christian Campus Center (Mankato, Minnesota) (1983)

(b) The Catholic Pastoral Committee on Sexual Minorities (Roman Catholic)

Prepared and updated by:

Leo Treadway,

Ministry Associate

St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church

(Wingspan Ministry)

December 1983

(

(1983)

N
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Wingspan

A Ministry With and On Behalf of Gay and Lesbian People.

ENDORSEMENT EXCERPTS FOR "HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION" FROM THE RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY REGARDING GAY and LESBIAN INDIVIDUALS:

(1)  National Federation of Priests' Councils (March 1974).

"Whereas a significant minority in this country is homosexual in orientation and/or behavior;
and whereas gay persons have been the target of severe discrimination by society and in particular
by the legal branch and other arms of government. . .BE IT RESOLVED that the National
Federation of Priests' Councils. . .express its opposition to homosexuality as such being the bosis
of discrimination in employment, governmental service, housing ond child rearing involving
natural or adoptive parents.”

(2) Naotional Assembly of Religious Brothers (June 1977):

“BE IT RESOLVED that the National Assembly of Religious Brothers (NARB) support gay

men and women in their struggle for human rights and dignity."

(3) Mational Cealition of American Nuns (1974).

(Resolution) "It is immoral ond should be illegal to discriminate agoinst any person becouse
of his or her sexual preference.”

(4) Mational Assembly of Women Religious (August 1978):

"Whereas: Members of NAWR identify with those struggling for human rights and for the
recognition of the dignity of all persons; Homeosexual men and women are being subjected to
persecution and oppression at this time in the United States; Church teaching has been interpreted
many times to support this oppression.

"BE IT RESOLVED: NAWR members, as persons of the Church, are resolved to commit
ourselves to the struggle of people in sexual minorities who are discriminated againg by society
and alienated from the Church.

"IMPLEMENTATION: . . .(2) SUPPORT--We will endorse the efforts of groups working
for their gay civil rights. . .through direct communication with their leadership.*

(5) National Conference of Catholic Bishops (November 1975):

“TO LIVE IN CHRIST JESUS" Some persons find themselves through no foult of their own

A Ministry of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 100 North Oxford Street, Saint Paul, MN 55104  (612) 224-3371
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to have o homosexual orientotion,

Homosexuals, like everyone else, should not suffer from prejudice against their basic human
rights. They have the right to respect, friendship and justice. They should have an active role in
the Christion community. Homosexual activity, however, as distinguished from homosexual
orientation, is morally wrong."

(6) Archbishop John R. Raoch, Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minnecpolis (February 1978):

". + «The Catholic Community Recognizes and affirms the human dignity and warth of
homosexuals as persons, and accordingly calls for the protection of their basic human rights. . .
Both the Christian Tradition and our American nation are committed to the inviolable dignity of
the human person. Some persons find themselves to be homosexual in orientation through no fault
of their own. It is a matter of injustice when, due to prejudice, they must suffer violation of their
basic human rights. Like all persons they have a right to human respect, stable friendships,
economic security, and social equality. Social isolation, ridicule ond economic deprivation of
homosexual behavior is not compatible with basic social justice. Consequently, both religious
and civic leaders must seek ways to assure homosexuals every human and civil right which is their
due os persons. . ."

(7)  Bishop Poul F. Anderson, Diocese of Duluth (April 1980):

"To deny basic humen rights to any individual is contrary to what our system stands for. No
human being should be excluded from protection of human rights. . .It is in the spirit of the Gospel
and in the tradition of the social teaching of the Catholic Church that | urge you to express concern
for people who experience life on the forgotten fringes of society, and to pass this ordinance so
that basic human rights will not be denied any citizen in Duluth."

(8) Priests' Senate of the Archdiocese of Saint Poul and Minneaopolis (1978):

"BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Priests' Senate of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minnecpolis,
go on record as endorsing and supporting the present Human Rights Ordinance of St. Paul and
supporting human and civil rights for all persons, regardless of affectional and sexual preference.

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we, the Priests' Senate of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, call upon our brother priests and all Catholics in the archdiocese, especially those in
St. Paul, to support the present Human Rights Ordinonce of St. Poul, "

(?)  Archbishop Rembert G. Weaokland, Archdiocese of Milwoukee (March 1981):

". . .in good conscience support this legislation insofar as it bans discrimination becouse of
sexual orientation in the areas of employment, housing, and public accommodations. . .it has k
"also been consistent with Catholic teaching that homosexuals should not be deprived of their
basic human rights. . "
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(10) The Lutheran Church in America; Social Statement. . ."Sex, Marriage, and Fomily" (June 1970).

"However, they (homosexuals) are often the special and undeserving victims of prejudice and
discrimination in law, low enforcement, cultural mores, ond congregational life. In relation to this
area of concem, the sexual behavior of freely consenting adults in private is not an appropriate
subject for legislation or police action. [t is essential to see such persons as entitled to understanding
and justice in church and community.”

“The Lutheran Church in America calls upon the church, both os o corporate body and as
individual members, to witness to the civic community in behalf of just laws and policies affecting
sex, marriage, and family, and in behalf of legislation that will improve the economic and social
conditions which influence the lifestyles of pecple. ™

(11) Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom, Minnesota Synod of The Lutheran Church in America
(February 1978):

". . .1 believe that we must be in the forefront of those who speak for the rights of every
citizen of the community, regardless of their personal relationship with the organized Church.”

"The issue is the civil rights of homosexuals. It must be clearly established that we are not
dealing with the question of homosexuality, but with the basic rights of some people who are
homosexuals. | would encourage you to support the maintenance of a strong civil rights law which
gives equal rights to homosexuals. This is consistent with the support of our Church for the basic
rights of all people.”

". . .The Lutheran Church in America shares the opinion of most major denominations in
expressing paostoral care and understanding for homosexuals. A part of that care should include
a concern for their basic human rights, "

(12) Bishop Harold R. Lohr, Red River Valley Synod of The Lutheron Church in America (April 1983):

". « .we are tolking about justice and freedom, not about approval or disapproval of a
lifestyle. Our nation is one that wos formed with the intention that people should have equal
rights before the law. As you well know, we have some frightening examples of how such ideclism
has been violated in practice.”

"] support legislation that acts against discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed,
religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, marital status, status with regard to public assistance,
familial status, or affectional or sexual orientation. | am equally offirmative about legislation that
will provide sanctions against people who exercise violence against others in any of these categories.

(13) Minnesota Synod Convention, The Lutheran Church in America (June 1978):

“Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED: that the Minnesota Synod publicly declares the injustice done
by the recent repeals of civil rights ordinances as related to homosexual people; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call for the responsible use of all the scripture in the discussion
of human rights; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the church call upon city and state governments
to take measures to assure that the human rights of all people are protected. . ."
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(14) Minnesota Synod Convention, The Lutheran Church in America (June 1983):

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Minnesota Synod wishes to reaffim its support for
such legislation and to add its collective voice to those of other religicus bodies and leaders
advocating that such legislation be adopted which specifically; (a) edds lesbian women and
gay men to the list of protected classes in the Minnesota State Human Rights Statute; (b) repeals
statutes which impose criminal constraints upon the private sexual behavior of freely-consenting
adults, thereby eliminating arbitrary enforcement and entrapment procedures encouraged by such
statutes; and (c) increases protection for lesbion women, gay men and other minerities from
harassment, threats, and assaults by increasing the penalties agoinst criminal action in those areas.

(15) Bishop Robert S. Wilch, Wiscensin-Upper Michigan Synod, The Lutheran Church in
America (April 1981):

". « .Along with the Bishops and leaders of other denominations | put my name on the

following statement:
‘We support equal protection of the law for all people, including full civil rights for
persons of homosexual orientation. We support the recently passed Milwaukee ordinance
banning discrimination in employment based on sexual erientation because it is consistent
with such full legal protection and full civil rights for all people. As pastoral leaders (
in the community we ask for our constituencies to join us in this effort. "™

(16) The Americon Lutheran Church; A Statement on: "Human Sexuality and Sexual Behovior"

(1980);

"+ « .Lows express society's recognition that sexual behavior affects not only the participants
but also the health, strength, ond survival of the society itself. Christians must beware, however,
of equating sin with crime, . .Their concem must be for laws that foster justice, mercy, equality
of opportunity, and the protection of basic human rights. "

"Truth, mercy, and justice should impel members of congregations of The American Lutheran
Church to review their attitudes, words, and actions regarding homosexuality, Christians need to
be more understanding and more sensitive to life as experienced by those who are homosexual. They
need to take leadership roles in changing public opinion, civil laws, and prevailing practices that
deny justice and opportunity to any persons, homosexual or heterosexual. We all need recognition
and acceptance as human beings known to and loved by Geod."

(17) Bishop Elmo Agrimson, Minnesota Southeastern District, The American Lutheran Church
(February 1978):

". . .1 think the ordinance as it now stands is a good one. It well defines what have long
been held in America os central, basic human rights. . .| do not think that we should impose the
complexities of religious and moral interpretation upon the issue of homosexuality in guaranteeing
day to day human rights for a person seeking housing, employment, education and public
accommodations. Amending the ordinance could become repressive, unloving and haphazard
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in application. . .The American Lutheran Church has been specific in a commitment to uphold the
rights of individuals regardless of the religious preference or lifestyle."

(18) Bishop A.C. Schumacher, Southem Wisconsin District, The Americon Lutheran Church
(April 1981):

", . .you may use the following which is the statement which Wisconsin Conference of
Churches asked jurisdictions which care to support the Bill to so authorize. Our District Council
concurs and asked me to indicate such support:

'Or District Council hos authorized me to indicate support for Assembly Bill #70 (which

grants human rights protection to lesbians and goy men--clerification added). '"

(19) The Episcopal Church, General Convention (1976):

", . .homosexual persons are entitled to equal protection of the laws with all other citizens"
and the Convention further called upon "our society to see that such protection is provided in
actuality. "

"It is the sense of this General Convention that homosexual persons are children of Geod
who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, ond pastoral
concern and care of the Church."

(20) Bishop Robert M. Anderson, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (March 1978):

"As your Bishop, with the advice and counsel of other clergy and lay people, | want to add
my voice with other church leaders and make a clecr public commitment to uphold the present
Ordinonce. The Ordinance is a good one and defines well the basic human rights that we oll
cherish as Americen citizens.” (made in reference to the mointenance of the Saint Poul Human
Rights Ordinance which included lesbians and gay men as one of the protected classes).

"_ . .In any case, this is a highly emotional issue that tends to create heated controversy
and deep misunderstanding and hurt on all sides. There will be the tendency to confuse the
human rights issue with moral and theological issues. . .it seemed proper to me that | toke a
firm stand for the civil rights of all our citizens.”

(21) Bishop Robert P. Varley, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (November 1981):

", . .the area of Gay Rights is a pressing issve. . .with legislation pending for 1982
there is a real need for input to support this legislation on the part of Church leaders.”

(22) Commission on Social Action and Advocacy, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (February 1981):

The Study Group on Homosexuality issued a report to the full Commission urging their
support for (a) the inclusion of lesbians and goy men in the Minnesota Human Rights Act as @
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protected class; and (b) the repecl of existing Minnesota Statutes relating to sodomy, fornication,
and adultery. Both recommendations were APPROVED by the Commission at their meeting on

19 February 1981,

(23) Sexuality Task Force, Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota (February 1982):

From the Final Report of the Sexuality Tosk Force: "There remain several matters o finjustice
in the lives of homosexual persons, ranging from the abuse of civil rights to Minnesota Statutes
(e.g. #609.293) which are grossly unfair. We recommend that the Commission on Social Action and
Advocacy be charged to convey such issues to all Episcopalians, and that this diocese publicly do
whatever is possible to support equal justice for all."

(24) Bishop Charles T. Gaskell, The Episcopal Diocese of Milwoukee (February 1981):

"Qur position on matters of non-discrimination because of sexual orientation reflects the
traditional moral theology of this branch of Christendom, known as the Episcopal Church. And
in our own Diocesan Councils in recent years we have affimed the principle of non-discrimination
in resolutions passed with regard to the pastoral approach to our brethem of this orientation. Please
know that this bill has the fullest support, both of the Bishop of the Diocese and its constituency.” (

(25) Bishop William C. Wantland, The Episcopal Diocese of Eau Claire (March 1981):

", . .the Church calls on all of us to protect the civil rights of oll persons, regardless of
sexval orientation. . .quoting the House of Bishops in their 1977 statement: "With dismay and
with shock we note the deprivation of civil rights and the development of mass hysteria in parts
of the country directed against people known as homosexuals. The same Gospel which persuades
us that homosexuality is not an acceptable practice for Christians also compels us to treat every
person of any sexual orientation as a child of God, entitled to our pastoral concern and guaranteed
his or her civil rights,'"

"In the light of this clear moral imperative, we urge your support. . .as o proper statement of
Gospel teaching, consonent with the moral theology of Qur Lord"s Church, and acceptable to the
proclaimed doctrine of the Church. "

(26) The United Methodist Church; from The Book of Discipline (1976):

"Homosexuals no less that heterosexuals are persons of sacred worth, who need the ministry
and guidance of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and
emotional care of a fellowship which enables reconciling relationships with God, with others,
and with self. Further, we insist that all persons are entitled to have their human and civil
rights ensured.”
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(27) Bishop Wayne K. Clymer, the Annual Conference of Minnesota, the United Methodist

Church (February 1978):

". « .| think that it is not necessary for me to reiterate the position of The Unired Methodist
Church on this issue. The practice of homosexuality is rejected as normative sexual relations. But
that is not at issue. [t is exceedingly dangerous procedure to deny the civil rights of persons on
the grounds that we disapprove of their manners. This is not only a violation of democracy; it is
an affront to Christian respect for persons."

(28) Bishop Emerson Colow, the Annual Conference of Minnesota, the United Methodist Church
(1983):

"In most facets of society, they (homosexuals) have been persecuted. . .attacks on homosexuals
have been used for fundraising oppeals. | believe, however, that the Church must work to protect
their legal and civil rights, because no group has more rights than those assured to the least minority.
And if society can take away the rights of the gay and lesbian, they can toke away your rights and
mine. We do assure them (homosexuals) of our commitment to their civil rights, and an openness to
dialogue as we search for the mind of Christ as revealed by the Holy Spirit."

(29) Statement by "Concemed United Methedist Clergy of Saint Paul" (April 1978):

"You are not being asked to vote on whether or not you support a homosexual life style. The
present ordinance does not condemn or promote the homosexual viewpoint. The issue before you is
Civil Rights. The question you will be asked to decide is whether or not persons who are qualified
for jobs or education or housing shall be discriminated against on the basis of "affectional or sexual
preference”,

(30) Bishop Marjorie S. Motthews, The United Methodist Church, Wisconsin Area (April 1981):

". . .0s an elected Bishop assigned to the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist
Church, | personally support the proposed legislation (which would extend human rights protection
to lesbians and gay men), and urge its consideration by members of the Wisconsin State Legislature. ™

(31) The United Church of Christ; A Statement (1977) Reaffirming an earlier Statement (1975):

"There is, in the United States, a significant minority of persons whose civil liberties, and
whose right to equal protection under the law, are systematically and routinely viclated.
Discrimination related to affectional or sexual preference in employment, housing, public
accommodations, and other civil liberties, has inflicted an incalculable burden of fear into the
lives of persons in society and in the church whose affectional or sexual preference is towords
persons of the same gender.”
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"Public revelation of even a single experience often results in the presumption that a
person is some-gender-oriented and thus subject to social sanctions including violations of her
or his civil liberties. Even the civil liberties of persons whose affectional or sexual preference
is a weil-guarded secret is vulnerable.”

"In faithfulness to that biblical and historic mendete, we hold that, as a child of Ged,
every person is endowed with worth and dignity that human judgment cannot set aside. Denial
and viclation of the civil liberties of the individual and her or his right to equal protection under
the law defomes that worth and dignity and is, therefore, morally wrong. Qur Christion faith
requires that we respond to the injustice in our society monifested in the denial and violation of
the civil liberties of persons whose affectional or sexual preference is toward persons of the same
gender. "

". . .recognizing that a person's affectional or sexual preference is not legitimate grounds
on which to deny her or his civil liberties, the Tenth General Synod of the United Church of
Christ proclaims the Christian conviction that all persons are entitled to full civil liberties and
equal protection under the law."

"Further, the Tenth General Synod declares its support for the enactment of legislation
at the federal, state, and local levels of government that would guorantee the civil liberties
of all persons without discrimination related to affectional or sexual preference. "

"Further, the Tenth General Synod calls upon the congregations, Associations, Conferences,
and Instrumentalities of the United Church of Christ to work for the enactment of such legislation
at the federal, state, and local levels of government, ond cuthorize the Secretary of the United
Church of Christ to commend this Prenouncement to the Conferences for distribution by them to
their respective state legislators and representatives in the Congress of the United States. "

(32) Rev. Francis X. Pirazzini, Conference Minister, Minnesota Conference, The United Church
of Christ (February 1978):

", . .the issue at stake in St. Paul is not the nature of homosexuality. . .the issue is one of
civil rights and the recognition that the denial of the civil rights of homosexuals is rooted in
prejudice. Quite apart from the Christion belief in the inestimable value of every person, there
either is justice for all or there is justice for none. The preservation of democracy demands the
defense of the basic human rights for all persons. . .It is never easy to stand for love and justice
when fear and ignorance motivate persons to take unloving and unjust positions. "

(33) Rev. Murdale C. Leysath, Conference Minister, Minnesota Conference, The United Church
of Christ (March 1983):

"National level agencies in the U.C.C. have been consistent in their support of civil
rights for all persons, including homosexuals. We are on record by those bodies in regard to
employment opportunity "forbidding discrimination based on race, coler, national origin, sex,
age, sexual orientation, or disabilities.” "As o member of the United Church of Christ | support
these actions and urge the Minnesota Legislature to pass the current legislation being considered
on civil rights for gay and lesbian persons. ™

4

C
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(34) Rev. Ralph P. Ley, Conference Minister, Wisconsin Conference of The United Church of
Christ (April 1981):

"While we may not condone or support some of the activities of certain sexual preferences
of lifestyles, we do firmly insist on civil liberties and equal protection under the law for all
citizens."

"The Commission of Social Concems of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of
Christ has reaffirmed this stonce of our denomination and urges the enactment of legislation that
provides this civil liberty and equal protection under the law for all citizens of Wisconsin, "

(35) United Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amerca; 190th General Assembly (1978):

“Therefore, the 190th General Assembly (1978) of the United Presbyterion Church in the
United Stotes of America offers the presbyteries the following directive guidance:

"13. Calls upon United Presbyterians to work for the passage of laws that prohibit

discrimination in the areas of employment, housing, and public accommodations based on

the sexual orientation of a person.'”

(36) Rev. Donald R. White, Vice-moderator of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area, The
United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (April 1978):

"Whatever may be the moral position of any Christian, Jew, or non church participant
on homosexuality as a lifestyle, the issue before you is simply humen rights. There are two basic
moral principles that have been handed down to us by our national forebears: (a) No religious
or moral point of view ought to be established and required of us all. (b) Each ond every citizen
ought to be accorded equal protection under law."

"It seems certain to me as a Christian minister and as an American citizen that the civil
rights of homosexuals must be protected and that the St. Paul Human Rights ordinance,
prohibiting discrimination in many ways, including and in this case especially affectional or
sexual preference, must be continved. Too many have sacrificed too much in our national
history to permit the rights of homosexuals to be abrogated by either our inaction or our confusion
about the issve. . ."

(37) Rev. Carl R. Simon, Executive Presbyter, The Presbytery of Milwaukee, The United
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (March 1981):

"Vigilance must be exercised to oppose federal, state, ond local legislation that discriminates

against persons on the basis of sexual orientation and to initiate and support federal, state, and
local legislation that prohibits discrimination against persons on the basis of sexual orientation in
employment, housing, and public accommodations. "
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(38) Rev. Verne E. Sindlinger, Executive Presbyter, The Winnebago Presbytery, The United
Presbyterian Church in the U.5.A. (August 1981):

", . .the national judicatory of my denomination has taken the strong stand in support of
legislation which would prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation of individuals in the
areas of employment, housing end public accommedations. "

"In addition to expresing the position of the United Presbyterian Church, | om expressing
my own personal support for this legislation and requesting that you support it with your voice and
your vote."

(39) The Church of The Brethern; Study Document (1980):

"Likewise, homophabia (irrational fear of or condemnation of homosexuals) is destructive
of persons whom Gods loves. Homosexuals are human beings. Eoch of them is unique. They
ought not to be stigmatized as o group andattacked en masse, Hostile attitudes in society and in
the church create irrational fears, contempt, injustice and discrimination. Homosexuals are
entitled to jobs, housing and other human rights. "

(40) The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), General Assembly (October 1977): (

“"Therefore BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Christion Church (Disciples
of Christ) in the United States and Cenada meeting in Kansas City, Missouri, October 21-26, 1977,
while neither approving of nor condemning homosexuality, urge the passage of legislation on local,
state and national levels which will end the denial of civil rights and the violaticn of civil liberties
for reasons of sexual orientation or preference, and colls upon its members to advocate and support
the passage and maintenance of such legislation. ™

(41) The Reform=d Church in America; Study Document (1978):

"Approval of the homosexual orientation or acts is not a prerequisite to firm support of basic
civil rights for homosexual pesons. While we cannot offirm homosexual behavior, at the some time
we are convinced that the denial of human and civil rights to homosexuals is inconsistent with the
biblical witness and Reformed theclogy."

(42) The Society of Friends (Quakers); Yearly Meeting Minutes:

". . .wishes to minute its deep sense of outrage at the injustice being perprelrated against
homophiles and homophile establishments." (1973 - Pacific)

"We urge Friends to put new energy info the struggle to end the oppression, often unconscious,
that is imposed on people because of their sex or their sexual orientation. . .The myths about L
bisexuality and homosexuality, the myths that perpetuate deep rooted discrimination, need to
be dispelled. . ." (1973 - Baltimore)

"Although we neither approve nor disopprove of homosexuality, the same standards under
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the law which are applied to heterosexual activities should also be applied to homosexual
activities. "

"Since persons who engage in homosexual octivities suffer serious discrimination in
employment, housing, and the right to worship, we believe that civil rights laws should protect
them. In particular we advocate the revision of all legislation imposing disabilities and penalties
upon homosexual activities." (1973 = Philadelphia)

"Homosexual and bisexual people in this society are subject to serious discrimination in
many areas. . .Civil rights should be extended to protect homosexuals and bisexual people just
as they now protect other groups which suffer discrimination. We urge Friends and Friendly
organizations to work for oppropriate legislation.”" (1974 - |llinois)

"Three and one half years ago, the City of Saint Poul went on public record in support
of humen rights for all people, regardless of affectional or sexual preference. . .This ordinance
has served as a deterent against discrimination. . .Because of our belief in that of God in every
person, Friends have historically affirmed the bosic worth of all people, and have strived to
achieve human rights for everyone. We believe that the current human rights ordinance reflects
St. Paul's commitment to human rights, should be continued, and that its repeal would have o
divisive effect on the entire Twin Cities community." (Minneapolis - 1978)

(43) Unitarian Universalist Association:

"The Associated Unitarion Universalist Ministers of Minnesota affirm the democratic
principle of equal rights for all persons. We oppose repeal of any portion of St. Paul's Humen
Rights Ordinance. This ordinance forbids discrimination in employment, public accomodations
and services, education, and housing, on the grounds of race, creed, religion, color, sex,
national origin or ancestry, affectional or sexual preference, age, or disability. We hold
that such discrimination is unconstitutional, immoral, and destructive of inherent human rights
and dignity." (Minnesota - 1978)

"We as Unitarian Universalist ministers in the Milwaukee area, offirm our support for

legislation that would ban discrimination in housing, employmsnt, and public funding on the
bosis of sexual or affectional orientation.” (Milwaukee - 1981)

(44) The Union of American Hebrew Congregations (November 1977):

“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that homosexual persons are entitled to equal protection
of the law. We oppose discrimination against homosexuals in areas of opportunity, including
employment and housing. We call upon our society to see that such protection is provided in

actuality,” :
"Be it further resolved that we affirm our belief that private sexual acts between consenting

adults are not the proper province of government and ond law enforcement agencies.”

(45) Rabbi Leigh Lemer, Mount Zion Temple, Saint Paul (March 1983):

"| favor legislation which would make it @ criminal act to discriminate agoinst persons
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on the basis of sexval preference. This is a logical and necessary extension of civil rights which
our society must undertake to do today."

(46) Rabbi Norman M. Cohen, Temple Bet Shalom, St. Louis Park (March 1983):

"As a rabbi ond religious leader, | feel compelled to lend my support to those who are
making serious efforts to help effect legislative action in faver of human rights, against violence,
and to protect the personal privacy of every individual . "

"My tradition, Judaism, exhorts all human beings to do whatever is humanly possible to
protect the dignity and value and quality of humen life. Appropriate legislation can do more
toward that end than many other vehicles combined. "

(47} The MNational Council of Churches of Christ:

“Therefore every person is entitled to equol protection under the law. For this reason
the Notional Council of the Churches of Christ has endeavored to insure for all persons regardless
or race, closs, sex, creed, or place of national origin their full civil rights. To this list the
Goveming Board now adds offectional or sexuol preference. Discrimination based on any of
those criteria is morally wrong. Mony persons, including some of the members and pastors of
some of our churches, have been and are being deprived of their civil rights and full and equal
protection of the law because of their affectional or sexual preference. ”

"THEREFORE:

(1) The Governing Board reiterates the Christion conviction that all persens are

entitled to full civil rights and equal protection and to the postoral concem of the

church,

(2) The Governing Board urges its member churches and their constituencies to work

to ensure the enactment of legislation at the national, state, and local levels that would

guarantee the civil rights of all persons withour regard to their affectional orsexual
preferences.”

(48) The Minnesota Council of Churches: "Statement on Ministry To and With Gay and
Lesbion Persons (September 1982);

"BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Minnesota Council of Churches publicly go on record
urging that legislation be introduced into the Minnesota State Legislature which would provide
human rights protection for lesbians and gay men in all the categories in which protection
currently exists for other groups, end

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The Minnesota Council of Churches utilize available
channels and vehicles to encourage the adoption of such legislation, and the placement of such
legislation on the agenda for the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition and Minnesota IMPACT. "

b

Reprinted with permission and distributed locally by: Wingspan, a Ministry of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran
Church, 100 North Oxford Street, St. Paul, MN 55104, (612) 224-3371.
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER o UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT B3 FIFTH AVENUE MEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (2121 2480100

September 24, 1990
5 Tishri 5751

Solomon H. Friend

Friend, Marks & Schlussel
1010 Northern Boulevard
Great Neck, NY 11021

Dear Sol:
I appreciate your lengthy response of September 14th.

I am afraid that this is an issue on which we will have
to disagree agreeably.

As I told you, I wasn't at the Rabbinic Conference and
s0 did not participate in its deliberations. Nor did I
serve on the committee which had studied the matter
over the past four years and whose report was finally
accepted. I suspect though, had I been there I would
have voted with what was the preponderant majority of
our colleagues present.

To add just a few grains for the grist of your thought
processes, not in the hope of changing your mind, but
to help vou understand me better.

J s With respect to the men and women who served on
the committee and who grappled with this issue over the
years. It was not a "stacked" committee by any manner
or means. Many of its members began the process from a
position not unlike yours and were ultimately swaved by
what they learned. Their moral authority is something
which sways me too.

2. I reject the notion that homosexuality is
volitional and therefore I reject the idea that
children can be persuaded to follow a homosexual
lifestyle. Why is it that most of the children adopted
by homosexual partners, be they male or female, turn
out to be heterosexual in their cotrientation?




Solomon H. Friend -2= September 24, 1990

3 The view of rabbis as a role model is perforce
narrow. No rabbi can represent in his being everything
that we wish to convey to others. You say that Judaism
stands for heterosexual relationships in which
reproduction of the species is possible. True! But
that leaves many rabbis who are not homosexuals also
out of the model role. 8ingle rabbis, divorced rabbis
or rabbis whose wives are barren. Should they be
excluded from consideration?

4. The forthcoming issue of Reform Judaism will carry
an article by Janet Marder who attended the Conference
session. It is an objective piece which will present
precisely what transpired there. I urge you to read it
with care.

Be all this as it may, I agree with your declaration
that the ultimate test of friendship is that it can
weather a divergence of views. You know of course that
1, too, respect you, have always regarded you as a
friend, and I am proud of the fact that you regard me
as such.

Fondly,

Alexander M. Schindler



July 3, 1990
10 Tammuz 5750

Mr. Mark Leggett
2240 C Rome Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Dear Mr. Leggett:
Thank you for your words of appreciation for the recent

resolution passed by the Central Conference of Ameri?an
Rabbis. It was good of you to share your thoughts with me

in this connection.

With warm good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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July 9, 1990
16 Tammuz 5750

Mr. Lionel Friedman
Bayt Hazon

Kfar Hanoch, Israel
Dear Mr. Friedman:

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with
me.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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June 14, 1990
21 8iwvan 5750

Rabbi Frank Stern
2625 North Tustin Avenue
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Dear Frank:

I have your letter of June 5th. Unfortunately, I
will not be in Seattle. I have to be in Israel
attending the meetings of the Jewish Agency. Its
grants for the movement in Israel are at stake, and as
a consequences it is my prior obligation.

You ought to know, however, that I fully support the
report of the CCAR Committee. It represents the
culmination of four years of labor from people coming
from disparate backgrounds, each of them anguishing
over the problem, and I think that their position is
fair and merits support.

This does not at all mean that it will be divisive. As
a matter of fact, I raised this issue, at least
marginally, in terms of congregations at our regional
Biennial. I do not know if vou were there or not, but
I enclose a copy of my Presidential Address, and you
might want to read my comments on this score.

With warm good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

encl.



= RABBI FRANK STERN
; 1625 N. TUSTIN AVENUE
SANTA AMA, CALIFORNIA 92705

June 5, 1990

Rabbi Alexanden Schindfen

Union of American Hebrew Conghregations
838 57h Avenue

New Yonk, New York 10021

Dean Afex:

1 am sending you the enclosed Letten from one of the memberns of my
congregation.

Making the issue of homosexuality in the rabbinate pubfic has engendered
consdiderable debate at Temple Beth Shofom. Mosi congreganis respond
negatively to the possibility that the homosexual should be neganded just
Like atl othenr persons and should be ordained as rabbis.

1 Look fomward Lo seeing you in Seattle. Perhaps we will find a way
to deal with this issue .in a fashion that L8 not s0 divisive.

Cordially,

Rabifi Franh Stenn

RFS/zk
Enct.



Frederick Herzig
700 North Rexford Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90210
May 26, 1990

Rabbi Frank Stern, Ph.D.
Temple Beth Sholom

2625 Tustin Avenue
Santa Ana, Ca. 92705

Dear Rabbi:

I was shocked to read that the Reform Movement is suggesting
that homosexuals could be ordained as rabbis! The torah forbids
this! Please use your influence among your colleagues to see
that this is defeated. I sincerely feel this could greatly harm
the reform movement.

I have enjoyed our past friendship, and hope this finds you
well.

Yours truly,

] i s
f':"f?_fifit [ r’AA{ Cof 2-.??'-.‘._"9-'

Frederick Herzig, H.gle

Leviticus
Achre Mot: "Thou shalt not lie with mankind as with womankind;
it is an abomination."®

P.S.: If Rabbi Alexander Schindler is still the head of the
Reform Movement, and you think it would do any good, would you
send him a copy of this letter?



June 5, 1990
12 sSivan 5750

Donald M. Pomeranz, D.D.S.
Doctors Park

Weymouth Rhymer Highway
5t. Thomas, VI oo802

Dear Dr. Pomeransz:

As Rabbi Schindler is out of the city for an extended period
of time, I am responding to your letter of June 1. I know
Rabbi Schindler will be grateful for your gracious comments
concerning his address at the AIDS service held at Leo Baeck
Temple some months ago. And, of course, he will certainly
understand the inner struggle you are having in regard to
the Ordination of homosexuals.

Your letter, however, should have been directed to the
Central Conference of American Rabbis, the rabbinic arm of
the Reform movement. The recent press report dealt with the
work of a committee of the CCAR, not the UAHC. Thus, I am
taking the liberty of forwarding your letter to the
Executive Vice President of the Conference, Rabbi Joseph B.
Glaser, so he is apprised of your concerns.

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President

cc: Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser



s YA o Ach DonaldM.Domeranz.D.D.&.D.C. KennethJ. Kliewer.D.D.&.
Doclors Park  Weymouth Rhymer Highway &t.Thomas, U.8.Virgin lslands 00802 Telephone (809) 775-18126

Junes 1, 1990

Rabbhi Alexander M. Schindler
Urniorn of American Hebrew Congregations
B3B Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

1 Wrilite to vou today with a problem aSnd E hEawvy feay t
because [ am im Eurmoil. I read in the newspaper recently about
the Reform movemept's consideration of a2l lowing hombsexuals to be
in the Rabbinate.

It may sound trite but many people’ I know and anjoy ac
acgusintances and professionally, sven members of my immadiate
family, are homosexual. These people have made a chaice; and for
some I imagine & painful choice in the beginning, te conduct
their life as they wish. [£ is thelir life and their decision. I
respect that.

Every person must draw their DWW lLine= and Come to
conclusions about what he or she thinks 1s right and wrong,
morallys esthically, and professionally. 1 read vour addcess a3t
the Leo Baeck Temple for the service of remembrance fTor the

people who diad fram ALDS or related complicastions. 1 was moved
to tears and feel as you da that we should nevar glve up hope and
that we must "maintain a struggle for the integrity of selfhood."

1 am deeply troubled by My negative reaction to the

consideration beafore Ethe committes of the UAHC. I am troubled
because af my negativiam. My initlal gut reaction after reading
the newspaper =rticle then and now iz a most definitive "nao",.

This must not be allowed to happen.

I have had to finally draw my own line, Duite frankly I
rnever had to draw the line about homosexual ity before. My term
for deciding this way are simplistic. I have always learned t

a rabbi is= a teacher. The rabbi i= more than a4 teacher o
Judai=m but a teacher about life itself.

Defining normal is almost impossible., 1t does sesm to mes
However, that it i=s part of God's design, surely a design of



evolution that heterosexuality is the way life i1s i1ntended to bhe.
I think that a Rabbi must be neterosexual to be able to honestly
teach our children what 1 consider to be normal sexual behawior.
I know:s “who am I to say what is normal sexual behaviar®™"

Our world is troubled snough. I do not think that we should
show the warld that homosexual preference should be allowed at
the Ratbinie level of Reform Judaism. There are many other ways
to Ffulfill ene’s life that a gifted, sensitive. intelligent
Jewish person can dedicate his aor her life ta. 1 must agree with
gur Canservative and Orthodox brethren that the Rabbinate is not
the pogsitian far the homosexusl person to be 1In.

1 wrge you and your collesagues to consider as deeply as
possible that there are probably a good number of Reform Jews who
would mnot walcome a change in the Rabbinate. This letter has
been difficult to wirite becauss many of my friends and fTamily
would be deeply hurt by my reamarks. I feels however, that this
iz the wrang direction for the Reform Movement to take. [ hawve
felt strongly epough about this ta have taken pen in hand in
spite of my conflict and let you know haw 1 Teel.

Sincerelyy

Dornsld M. Pomeranz
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Boris L O'Mansky, M.D. Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
Michael D. Blum, MD. (301) 363-6380
Kirk D. Cylus, M.D.

May 12, 1990

Dear David, |

It has been several weeks since Rabbi Schindler sent me the copy of the letter
you sent him concerning the resolution on gay and lesbian Jews. I am sorry that it has
taken me so long to respond, but I wanted to check a number of resources. The delay
also allows me to respond to the correspondence between you and Mike Rankin. I was
not involved in writing the resolution, but I did agree with the statistics when they
were quoted to Rabbi Schindler at an earlier time.

I have done a literature search through the library at Sinai Hospital; contacted
the National Institutes of Mental Health, The American Medical Association, The Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, and The Gay and Lesbian National Task Force; and spoken to
a number of people in, among other fields, psychology and adolescent medicine, and to
Dr. John Money at Hohns Hopkins Hospital, a highly respected physician in the field
of human sexuality.

As you may imagine, statistics on the incidence of homosexuality are difficult
to come by. Almost everyone approached uses a figure of ten percent for males and
five percent for females and refers back to the work of Kinsey, publiched in 1948.
Even though Kinsey's survey of more than 6,000 adolescents and adults was very care-
fully done, it is easy to understand that any error would be in under reporting of
homosexuality.

Kinsey's data does reveal a figure of four percent of white males exclusively
homosexual throughout their lives. It further states that eight percent of males are
exclusively homosexual for at least three years between sixteen and fifty-five, and ten
percent of males are more or less exclusively homosexual for at least three years
between sixteen and fifty-five. Two other findings are of interest. Twenty-five
percent of males have more than incidental homosexual experiences or reactions for
at least three years between sixteen and fifty-five, and thirty-seven percent of males
have at least some overt homosexual experience to the point of orgasm between adoles-
cence and old age.

The ten percent figure for male homosexuality is probably low. Dr. Money states
that he considers all bisexual men predominately homosexual. This is probably why
those in the field give the ten percent figure. In our calculations, we used a figure
of seven and a half percent, reflecting an incidence of ten percent for males and five



percent for females. We estimated the number of Reform Jews as one and one half
million. The number of gay and lesbian Reform Jews would thus be one hundred and twelve
thousand, five hundred, but we rounded it off to a lower figure. I see no reason

not to include children because they have not yet become sexually active. Their
numbers should be the same as others when they become active, and no one attempts

to remove the large number of adults who are not sexually active due to age, chronic
disease,personal choice, etc. Finally, there are no studies I could find to show

that Jews are more or less likely to be homosexual.

Thus, after two weeks of research, I find no reason to change ocur figures. I do
regret that you interpret Mike's letter to imply that there is justification for over-
stating numbers and that, therefore, he may have done this in his original correspon-
dence to Rabbi Schindler. There is nothing that I have found in my extensive search
to suggest that the figure for Reform Jews should be anything less than one hundred
thousand. If a religious school class in our Movement is dealing with human sexuality,
I believe that the figures of ten percent for males and five percent for females
should be used.

I am a little disturbed,David, about your statement "to influence these young
men and women to lead heterosexual lives", when talking about the youth of cur Move-
ment. I bEl.I.E‘VE it is S very important to understand that no one knows why some people
are hmnse:-mal ‘There have been, and st111 are, many hypotheses. However, I do not
k:mofa:wrespectairesearchermmxs stating that th.l.s Lsamtterafpersmal
choice, and that one :ray demde whether to be humse:mal or heterosexual. There are,
of course, isolated reports from the past of people being "cured" of their homosexuality
through intensive psychiatric care, but these probably represent men who claim to be
"cured" to appease their family, and then go on to lead their homosexual life in private.

Now, as to actually influencing our young pecople to live heterosexual lives, I
would like to offer three comments. 1. I do not know of anyone who claims to have de-
veloped an educational program that can influence the young person as to their sexual
orientation. Since no one understands why an individual is homosexual, it seems unlikely
that any such program could be developed. 2. Any educational program offered in our
religious school that implies that hetercsexuality is good and homosexuality is bad
would be a total disaster for many reasons. There are many members of our congrega-
tions who have children or other close relatives who are homosexual. There are leaders
of our Movement who have children who are homosexual. I am certain that they and many
others would find this teaching to be most offensive. 3. Now I would like to offer
what I consider to be the most important reason for not trying to teach that hetero-
sexuality is good and homosexuality is bad, as your letter implies. I personally find
this type of presentation to be morally reprehensible. I have never judged a person




by his/her sexual orientation, and hope that I never will. I do not know why a person
is homosexual, but I find that to be of no importance. If one chooses to he/she may
read about the prohibition of homosexuality in Leviticus. However, just as in some
other areas of literal readings of the Torah, most Reform Jews seem to have examined
this passage and rejected it. I think you will find the previous UAHC resoclutions on
the topic of homosexuality most accepting. If at any time in the future someone trys
to introduce a message to our young people in Reform Judaism that we must try to influ-
ence cur yound people to be neterosexual, I would fight it with every ounce of energy
that I have. Knowing of your great caring and sensitivity, having served under you
on the Outreach Commission, I would only hope someday in the future you would join
with me in that fight.
I will be more than happy to meet with you in Seattle at any convenient time. I
look forward to seeing you there.
Sincerely,
Ba
Bo O'Mansky
c.c. Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Robert Rankin, M.D.
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23 Ivar 5750

Dr. Robert M. Rankin
5 Red Rock Way
San Francisco, CA

Dear Mike:

I really don't know what to say about David. He is an extremely
difficult person, and stiffnecked. Once he gets hold of a
particular issue, he tends not to let go.

Just the same, of course, he is very much devoted to many of the
causes which we represent and is generous in lending not just his
material resources, but his extraordinary gifts of heart and
spirit.

Human relations are his main difficulty, and because of that his
ability to advance to highest office both in the Union and in the
world Union was frustrated, which is a pity because he really has
so much to offer.

I think that it is important that vou continue vour conversations
with him. I, too, felt that a four way meeting was not in order
and I have already written him that I will be entirely too busy
to make it. Too many things attendant upon the Board Meeting,
etc. But vou might have a brief chat with him since vou both
will be in Seattle, and continue the process of "education." I
don't think it should be limited to written communication because
in these things, establishing a personal relationship often is
more effective in changing attitudes.

I look forward to seeing vou in Seattle.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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In Reply Refer to:

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Dr. Boris 0'Mansky

New York

Pikesville

Dear Rabbi and Bo,
And so the dialogue continues.

I know it's important to reach out to individuals like David Belin. He

is influential in Des Moines, and in Reform Judaism. Whether he knows it

or not, there are gay men and lesbians in his city, his synagogue, possibly
even in his law practice. I want them to be treated fairly and with respect,
and this is the reason I want to keep the communication open. I'm not sure
a formal meeting with the four of us present would be helpful. 1I'd rather
we just get to know each other through these letters, and through our
working together on Union committees and such. Maybe I can reach him,

maybe not. But I'll keep trying. I'd welcome your advice and insights.

The dialogue is important, but in a way it's like arguing with the National
Rifle Association, or the Council for Judaism in the 1950's. The answers
are so obvious that one wonders why there has to be an argument at all.
That's not the real world, though, is it.

My best to both of you. 1I'll see you in Seattle.

Sincerely,

Witne



S Red Rock way
San Francisco, CA
May 7, 1990

David W. Belin, Esq.
2000 Financial Center
Des Moines, |A

Dear Mr. Belin,

Thank you for your ietter of May 4. | am afraid, however, that we are still
In substantial disagreement on several points.

You say in paragraph ane, Mr. Belin, that "experts with whomn | have talked
do not agree that these figures are accurate nor do they agree that they
have been generally accepted by experts in the field, including
psuchoanalysts. They believe the figures are substantially lower.”

May | ask why they believe the figures to be substantially lower? If their
figures are accurate, and their research sound, | will be convinced.
Because | value the truth as much as you do, Mr. Belin, and il really doesn’t
matter to me whether the number is 10% or 5% or 18. Could you share their
writings with me, as | shared the work of Green and Bell and others with
you?

Paragraph two: "anyone addressing the issue has to be accurate and
objective in statements of fact--" On this we agree absolutely. | believe
the statements in the resolution to be accurate and objective. Otherwise |
would not have included them.

Regarding Rabbi Kirschner's statement about the "fluciuating nature of
sexual orientation,” I'm afraid | wasn't sufficiently articulate in my
discussion of sexual orientation as a range, from exciusively homosexual
to exclusively heterosexual, with degrees of bisexuality in between. In
the Marine unit in which | served, sexual relations between men overseas
were not that uncommon--certainly above 108. As a medical officer |
listened to their stories, and was able to assure most of them that they
were predominately heterosexusl, and would be able to prove it to
themselves when they returned home. | suppose some of these men woulid
be considered bisexuals. After all, even when no women were available,
most men did not have sex with other men. But many did, and most of



those are hoppily married today. | get holiday cards from a number of
them, with pictures of their wives and children. Maybe they still feel they
have to "prove” their heterosexuality to me. Maybe they were just grateful
for an empathetic listener in the heat of battie.

In the third paragraph, Mr. Belin, you state that it is important to
encourage young Jewish children toward heterosexual inclinations. I'm not
sure how one does that. We feel what we feel. If we teach our children
that homosexuality is wrong, that they are to deny and repress any
homosexual feelings they have, even if they are predominately
heterosexual, are we not creating a generation of homophobes.? Would it
not be better to teach our children to live lives of decency and integrity,
and to value others who do the same?

You say in the same paragraph that "it may be important that they have
accurate information concerning the actual percentages of homesexual
men and yomen in the adult population.” | would hope all the information
they have about everything is accurate. But are you suggesting that we can
affect the way they feel about certein minorities, and asbout themselves,
by looking at the number of those individuals in the population? If so,
isn't the implicit message "the majority is always right, the minority
usually wrong." And if that 15 so, what are we to tell our children who
question why they should remain in the Jewish minority, instead of joining
the Christian majority?

If | were the faculty advisor to the gay and lesbian student organization on
the campus you mention, | would tell them to use figures which can be
substantiated fairly and objectively, or use no figures at all. Because of
course you are guite right--if one lies about one thing, one may lie about
everything, or be reasonably suspected of doing so.

| do not agree that there has been a tendency to overstate the number of
homosexuals--| believe the numbers | gave you are correct. And | think
those who counseled honest reporting of the strength of the anti-war
movement in the 1960's and "70's were correct. But | also believe the
Jewish leadership was correct in allowing the British Foreign Office to
overestimate Jewish strength and influence, and thus gain the Balfour
Declaration. | wish to God they had been even more successful and
achieved the establishment of the State of Israel in 1939, If that is
situation ethics, so be it.

| am delighted that you are a "strong advocate of equal rights for every



individusal, regardless of race, creed, color, or sexual preference (could we
agree that a better word is “orientation”?). | would expect no less from a
member of the Board of Trustees, or from any Jew within living memory of
the Shoa. And we do agree that as Trustees we have “an obligation to give
our constituency accurote facts on all issues that are brought to their
attention, particulariy when those issues are discussed in the course of
debate where resolutions are proposed.”

we have been honest and respectful of one another in our disagreement, Mr.
Belin. | must now confess that in reading both your letters, | found myself
asking what it would be like to be a gay or lesbian member of your law
firm. Would | have been hired, all things being equal, had | informed you of
my homosexuality in the initial interview? If | were being considered for
full partnership, would that be granted, all things being equal, if my
homosexuality were known? These are the real questions, Mr. Belin. |
don't ask you to answer them--just to think about them.

Sincerely,
Robert M. Rankin, M.D.

c.c Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Dr. Bo O'Mansky
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May 11, 1990
16 Ivar 5750

Mr. David W. Belin

Belin, Harris, Helmick, et al
2000 Financial Center

Des Moines, IA 50309

Dear Dave:
Thank vou for your letter May 4th.

Obviously, I continue to be interested in this issue
and I agree with you that facts are important and they
should not be stretched to make a political point.
Incidentally, mv time in Seattle is so pre-empted with
the special meetings usually attendant upon Board
Meetings - this time around we have some severe
problems concerning our camps, divergent issues
involving long discussions, so that my time in Seattle
is fully taken both before and after the Board Meetings
and even during the Meetings.

on the other hand, there is no reason at all why you
and Bo 0'Mansky and Bob Rankin should not meet. I will
be interested in the results of your conversation.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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David W, Belin
Charles E. Harris
Robert H. Helmick
E. 5. Tesdell, Ir,
Jeffrey E. Lamson
Mark McCormick
David L. Claypool
Sweven E. Zumbach
Thomas L. Flynn
Jon L. S1aud

Sue Luettjohann Seiz

lefirey A, Krausman
Robert E. Josten
Jeremy C. Sharpe
Roger T, Stetson
Charles D, Hunter
John T. Senz
Gerard D, Neugent
Linda L. Kniep
Quentin R. Boyken
Donald G. Henry
Dennis P. Ogden

Robent D, Sharp
Margaret C. Callahan
William P. Hove
Timothy P. Willcockson
David D. Nelson
Randall J. Carrigan

Of Counsel
Lawrence E. Pope
Bonnmie . Campbell

May 4, 1990

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York NY 10021

Re: Gay and Lesbian Jews
Dear Alex:
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Enclosed is a a copy of my correspondence to Dr. Robert Rankin, in response to his April 23 letter

o me.

It appears that he recognizes that there has been an overstatement of the numbers of gay and
lesbian Jews. I think this is very important, particularly if there are large numbers of young Jewish
boys and girls who have homosexual tendencies and are subject to influence one way or the other.
It seems to me that it is part of the Jewish tradition (as well as demographic common sense) to
give high priority to influence these young men and women to live heterosexual lives,

I would be interested in your comments and observations in this area.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

W ad
David W. Belin

DWhHics
Engl.

c.c. Dr. Bo O’'Mansky

d:\b0075\schindle.doc



g:vid W. Belin Jeffrey A. Krausman Robert D. Sharp
arles E. Harris Roben E. Josten Margaret C. Callahan
BELIN HARRIS HELMICK Robert H. Helmick Jeremy C. Sharpe William P. Hoye
E. 5. Tesdell, Ir. Roger T. Stetson Timothy P. Willcockson
TESDELL LAMSON McCORMICK Jeffrey E. Lamson Charles D, Hunter David D. Nelson
Mark McCormick John T. Sentz Randall J, Carrigan
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION » ATTORNEYS AT LAW David L. Claypool Gerard D. Neugent
Steven E. Zumbach Linda L. Kniep
Thomas L. Flynn inR. f
2000 Financial Center « Des Moines, lowa 50309 JonL. Slaudijl gﬂﬂ:ﬂ? l-?::::t : ?afrTchmE Pope
Telephone: (515) 243-7100 = Telecopier: (515) 282-7615 Suc Luettjohann Seitz  Dennis P. Ogden Bonnie J. Campbell
May 4, 1990 N 2
) /) o) |
. {1 i/ J | v, |
Robert M. Rankin, M.D. s UL
Five Red Rock Way
San Francisco CA 94131
Dear Dr. Rankin:
Thank you for your April 23 letter and the enclosed article by Rabbi Kirschner, which I

read with great interest. I read the statements in the article by Alan Bell, edited by
Richard Green, that at least 109% of the adult male and 5% of the adult female Fupulatinn
appear to be predominantly homosexual and that these figures tpurpurtedg are the
"generally accepted ones, and have been since the Kinsey studies of the 1940s." Experts
with whom I have talked do not agree that these figures are accurate nor do they agree that
they have been generally accepted by experts in the field, including psychoanalysts. They
believe the figures are substantially lower.

You then ask the question, "Does it really matter?" It does not matter so far as justice and
fairness are concerned. But it seems to me that anyone addressing the issue has to be
accurate and objective in statements of fact, because when one begins to veer from the
truth in the area of numbers, other questions can be raised whether that same person is
veering from the truth in other statements.

Moreover, from the perspective of my position as a Trustee of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, I think that we have an obligation to provide accurate facts to our
constituency in general and to young Jewish boys and ag,irls in particular. It is my
understanding that Jewish tradition discourages homosexuality. In part, this is probably
linked to the biblical admonition of "be fruitful and multiply". But whatever the reason, it
is important in educating our yuun%(lhoys and girls to know the truth. I would suggest that it
is even more important if Rabbi Kirschner i1s accurate in his statement (pages 455-456,
where he writes: "According to the Kinsey Report, sexual orientation fluctuates over a
lifetime. Fifty percent of the male population is exclusively heterosexual throughout
adulthood; 4‘% is exclusively homosexual, and 46% have both heterosexual and
homosexual inclinations in the course of their adult lives. Among women, the incidence of
homosexuality is from one-third to one-half less than among men.") To the extent that
oung Jewish children might have "both heterosexual and homosexual inclinations”, I
i;eliave it is important to encourage them toward heterosexual inclinations, and as part of
this encouragement, it may be important that they have accurate information concerning
the actual percentages of homosexual men and women in the adult population.



Robert M. Rankin, M.D.
May 4, 1990
Page 2

Last year, I spoke at a university in the East, and I noticed on a student bulletin board a
large poster announcing a meeting of gay and lesbian students, urging new freshmen to join
the organization and asserting that 2§a of the campus was gay anﬁ lesbian. I asked the
dean of the college if this was accurate. He said it was very inaccurate, but it was part of an
overall effort on the fpart of gay and lesbian students to attract membership by asserting
that tlhc_ir sexual preference orientation was shared by a large percentage of the student
population.

This leads to the second question that you discussed concerning the integrity of "gay
advocacy”. You seem to agree that there has been a tendency to overstate numbers, but
suggest that on important issues (and you analogize to Vietnam) it is important to overstate
numbers in order to gain the attention of the overall population.

I really believe the analogy to Vietnam is inappropriate. (I happen to be someone who also
spoke out against Vietnam many years ago). Your argument seems to say that if a group
perceives ends are very important, it can resort to misrepresentation in order to attract
attention. I do not think that is sound public policy because it encourages all groups to
misrepresent the truth on issues that they think are important. Moreover, I do not believe
this is in the Jewish tradition.

I wholeheartedly agree that gay men and lesbians face discrimination and that it is
important to seek to end that discrimination. But I do not agree that misrepresentation of
facts is the right way to do this.

I do plan to be in Seattle but I do not know my schedule at that time. However, perhaps
we can get together sometime Saturday on that weekend, if you would like to opportunity
to continue our discourse. I would prefer doing this when Dr. O’'Mansky and Rabbi
Schindler were also present so that we could also get the benefit of their perspective.

In closing, I want you to know that I am a szmn]g advocate of equal rights for every
individual, regardless of race, creed, color, or sexual preference. But as a Trustee of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, I believe that there is an obligation to give our
constituency accurate facts on all issues that are brought to their attention, particularly
when those issues are discussed in the course of debate where resolutions are proposed. 1
hope that you would

Sincerely,

&
David W. Belin
DWB:es

c.c. Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Dr. Bo O'Mansky

4\ BO0TS\ rankin doc
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May 2, 1990
7 Ivar 5750

Robert M. Rankin, M.D.
5 Red Rock Way
San Francisco, CA

Dear Mike:

Thank you so much for writing directly to David Belin
and sharing your response with me and Bo. I appreciate
the fullness of your comments to Mr. Belin.

Indeed, I am Keeping all of this material on file as it
will be very helpful for any future gquestions with
regard to statistics.

1 look forward to seeing you in Seattle. Until then,
fondest regards from house to house.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



S Red Rock Way
San Francisco, CA
23 April, 1990

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Dr. Boris O'Mansky
New York and Baltimore,

Desar Rabbt and Bo,

Here's the letter | wrote to Mr. Belin, plus copies of the articles | sent
nim.

| remember very well when he went to the microphone in New Orleans, the
anger in his voice, the challenge. Clearly this is a very important matter
to him. | have no idea why this is so, and | doubt that my letter, or any
letter, will change his mind in any significent way. But | hope he'll accept
my invitation to talk about 1t. If | can learn why he is so troubled about
homosexuality, | might be able to help. The least | can do is try.

All the best to both of you, and I'1] see you in Seattle.

Sincerely,

Jto
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Dear Mr. Belin,

Rabbi Schindler asked me to help him respond to your letter regarding the
Resolution on Gay and Lesbian Jews, passed at our Biennial in New Orieans.
| vas one of the authors of the resolution.

I'll begin by thanking you for writing to the rabbi as you did. | hoped the
resolution would stimulate thoughtful discussion, as well as inform. It
clearly has done so.

It seems to me, Mr. Belin, that your letter reflects two main concerns. The
first is the actual number of gay and lesbian Jews in the United States,
and the second is the integrity of those who seek justice for lesbians and
goy men in our society. | will eanswer each in turn, beginning with the
question of numbers.

Nothing is more difficull then deciding who is 8 Jew. But deciding who is
8 homosexual is almost as hard, for @ number of reasons. As you can see
from Richard Green's introduction to the enclosed chapter by Alan Bell, at
least 10% of the adult male, and 5% of the adult female population, in all
societies, appear to be predominately homosexual. At least. Both Green
and Bell say why this figure is probably an underestimation: fear of
discrimination if one admits to being homosexusl; sexuality es a
continuium from exclusively heterosexual to exclusively gay; etc. As one
who has done research requiring accurate incidence and prevalence deta, |
can tell you that these numbers are extremely difficult to obtain. But
those quoted by Bell and Green are the generally accepted ones, and have
been since the Kinsey studies of the 1940’s.

In recent years we've learned a great deal more about the development of
sexual orientation. Most researchers now believe it is fixed at birth, or
shortly thereafter, not at age ten. The etiology is complek, but it appears
to be considerably more “nature” than "nuture.” The old myth that one
became homosexual if one had a distant father and 8 smothering mother
has been quietly put to rest, to the great relief of parents who asked



thamsalv‘bs what they “did wrong,” even if their gay children were laudmg
huppg and pruductwe lives.

R — e ke e e —

1 We also know fmm current resenrch that individuals cannot be forced or 1}
i _ "seduced’into humnsexuuiitg, Helms' and Folwell®s protestations - LR NN !
. ©L. . notwithstanding. "Of course the fact that one's sexul. fi ealings are. B
: predominately for individuals of the same gender, does not mean thut the '
feelings will be octed-upon. Where it is safe to do so, we generally seek R
T ﬂ—,;'q;;;:r'j; partners who appeal to us, and who respond with like feelings.” Where it is: "H’:; RS
=~ dangerous or prohibited, we repress  the feelings to a degree or sublimate™ **"-*W
them. But they remain, nontheless. They are not eliminated by £

psychotherapy, or by force of law.

As a practical matter, the homosexual has three choices. He or she may
seek a loving and nuturing relationship with another individual of the same
gender; remain celebate, or enter into & heterosexual marriage, knowing
thet the tension felt in the bedroom will be reflected in every aspect of
the marriage. The later choice works for some. It didn't work for me, and
my former wife and | loved each other very much. As a metter of fact, we
still do.

So much for the accuracy of numbers (by the way, Green's book is the one
we use in our human sexuality course for medical students, both at UC.SF.
and at U.C. Davis). Now | will pose a more basic question. Does it really
matter? Why should we care whether 108 of all adults are homosexusl, or
108 of all Jews; or S&, or 187 |s the issue not justice end fairness,
rather than numbers? Even if there were only one or two gay men and
lesbians in the entire world, would they not be entitled to be treated with
dignity, their abilities and contributions recognized, their feelings
acknowledged?

There is no evidence that there are more gey Jews than gay Cetholics, gay
Buddhists, or gey Free Will Baptists. But agein, what if there were? Wwe
Jews are used to acknowledging our minority status, and we are perhaps a
bit more fiesty than others. So those of us who are gay or lesbian rmght
be more likely to say so to an interviewer.

In addition, many non-Jewish homosexuals have been so drawn to the
beauties of Judaism, to our life-affirming faith and our passion of justice,
that they have joined us as Jews by choice. | welcome them with open
arms (no pun intended), but | doubt very much that this has skewed the
distrubution in any significant way. But what if it did? If justice were
meted out according to our numbers in the world, we Jews would find very
little justice indeed.

If there is one Jewish teaching that should guide us in this, it is that
every human being is precious, as an individual, not as 8 member of &



group, hdwever large or small. s

——=~_ The second question you reise, Mr. Belin, has to do with—the Iagitimucg nm:l ‘” ,m-'_ s :
! integrity of gay edvocacy.” "--there is a general lendancg on tha purt u -':; i\ TR

— g  advocates in the gey end lesbien community to uvers}g%t* 4 air' umtge '
...« oneffort to show greater legitimacy,” you said in guu:i‘-latte "‘_-j'.- iy

I'm not sure where you got this information, but you may well be correct. .. . . . .
% ;_f E'.rarg minority group seeking justice probably feels th‘, i e‘Eﬂ'Wuggarut’g i T
v " its stength, if the majority will grant justice only if confron ad'mfh (s

large and powerful opponent. That seems to be the way of this as gat .

unredeemed world, unfortunately. But the practice didn't start with

homosexuals. Historians now believe we'd never have had the Balfour

Declaration, had Chaim Weitzman not convinced the prime minister and the

British Foreign Office that Jews were stronger and more influential than

we actually were. |s there a Jew who doesn't praise wWeitzman for what he

did?

_Twenty years ago this month, Mr. Belin, | returned from Yietnam. Like
many of my comrades | was appalled by what | saw there, end was
determined to do what | could to help get us out of that war before the
carnage multiplied. There were many veterans like me, even in 1967, and
we wanted to tell the public we represented the majority of those who had
served in Vietnam. Wiser counsel prevailed. First of all it wasn't true, not
then., and no one would believe it. Nor was it considered good strategy to
say we'd lose 30,000 young Americans if we didn't end our involvement in
Vietnam. Nobody would believe that either.

By 1970 we did represent the majority of Yietnam vets. And we lost more
than 50,000, not 30,000. | spend much of my working day attempting to
help heal those who returned. Were we wrong not to inflate our numbers in
the early days of the movement? Would it have made a difference? God
knows. All | know, and all we believed then, was that people were dying
for nothing, end we had to stop it.

Gay men and lesbians face discrimination every day of their lives, Mr.
Belin. Whatever the numbers, as Jews we have to step it

Again, thank you for writing as you did. I'l1 be at the Board of Trustees
meeting in Seattle, as I'm sure you will. If you'd like to discus this
further, quietly and apert from the crowd, I'd welcome the opportunity.

| think we'd both 1earn something, and we might even enjoy it.

Sincerely,

TMagW

Robert M. Rankin, M.D.



cc Ruhhi Schimllar
Dr. 0'Mansky



February 23, 1990
28 Shevat 5750

Rabbi Fred N. Reiner
Temple Sinai

3100 Military Road, N.W.
Washington, DC 20015

Dear Fred:

It was thoughtful of you to share with me your Kol
Nidre sermon on homosexuality. I look forward to some
quiet moments when I may study your words with care.

I am just back from meetings with the Jewish Agency 1in
Israel, and a mountain of mail awaited my return.
Following meetings of our Budget Committee next week, I
am off again for Congregational visits on the West
Coast. Thus, I cannot promise to share my reactions to
yvour words in the immediate future.

With warm good wWishes, 1 am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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3100 MILITARY ROAD, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20015 « (202) 363-4055
RABBI FRED N, REINER

February 28, 1990
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congregation
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I am plesed to encleose a copy of my 5750 Eol Nidre
sermon on homosexuality. I was guided by some of your work
in my research and wanted you to have a copy.

I would be grateful for any reactions.

Best regards.

Cigﬁlalﬁy,

7.
Fred  Reiner
Rabbi

FNR:1d




Fabbhi Fred M. Reiner mal Midve, ST
Tewple Bimai Ortober &, L1385
Haghington, D.LC.

I have always bepewn intripued by the choice of the
traditiovial Torah readivg on Yo Hipour afievrvcorn. The
traditicnal Torah veading ie woetd the magnifirent Holivrese Cede
from Leviticue 139 that we read at Temple Binsi, ae de Hefore
comgregat ione everymhere. Batheyr, it i iw the sirnle liss of
the ferbiddern mavriages avd sexual immovalities licied iw
Leviticeus 18, I efiten have ashed wmyeeld, as otheras have befoes
wmE, "y ha= ouyr people resd-a paEsspe from the Torrah dealivs
with laws apainst incest avnd epvual immoscality o the holiest cday
of cur yearT"

The snawer is not cleas. DiFfevent suthorities have offered
explanaticrme over the years: Man Avet in his classic
vorhk, JTuetice and Meecy, offgrs the euplavaticon that it ie g
warviine to young wen scsinst selectivng the weornn mate, Ierael i=
vigrveed, he savys, o shuan bthe licentious ways of the heathen.
Rbrabham Epstein suepests & corvection with other cultures. =)
pointe cut that to primitive culituwres the Mew Year brought &
seree of abandorn; we have here a warnins to courter the savlier
enoposen, J. 0. Eisensieir, witing im 15819, points cut that oo
Yom Hippur even the grestest sireers come to the syvwacgooue——thoee
who de rolt come again for ancbher year; therefore the largest
number of pecole must be warned acaivnst illicit senmual velatiowvs.
I the sixteenth cerntury, the Italisn commentsator Bforee said
that it was the intenticorn behivd both Lthe warning sgeinsd senual
prohibitions and stating our ethical obligations that we be led
to helinese, a theme of Yom Hippur. Thus in the minds of the
rabbics selecting the Toraeh readings, the issues of sexual
morality avd Yom Hippur——sin avd atonement-—were livnhed.

Wer scoald hope that this list of avayeb; or Fforbidden
relaticnehipes, was larpgely irrelevant Ffor scet of the
comprenation. Thie was the conclusion of the Reform povensent in
rejectivig this traditionsl Torah vreading in favor of the chapter
that Follewe it. Despite ithe ivvelevancy, however, the sedual
lives, *the Jewisgh livee, the sivw, avd the atewemert: of the
congregaticn all were linked. Most of these thirity versese do ot
epeak toe us today. We would net think of vnocoverive the
nakedrese of ocur aunte o uncles;, noe of compitiing beaetiality.,
But orne wveree in this chapter starde ocult and trocubles ues as
modern liberal Jews:s "Oe o viot lie with a man as one lies with a

womany it is an abhorrence. "  118:232)

Should we understand this clesr and uneguivecsl prohibition
againet homosenusl bebavioy as it is witten? Ias thise law—-—
choeen am part of the traditicnal Yeom Hippur afterncon Torash
reading——part of the timeless verities of cur btradition "do mot
marder” o thonor your parente”? O dis it & law to be
interpreted and chanced and possibly disvegarded ir subsecuent
agees, iowe such &%3 "do not bodl & hid dn ite motherdts millk, " do



ot mix woaosl and livmewn,” or the limitatiorns of womer in Jewish
religious life, or the ordeal for accusing a wife of infidelity.
How do we understand homosexuality in Reform Judaism today? De
we see it as a 2im or a lifestyle? Do we regard it as a choice
or a disease? Should cur attitude be understarnding,
condemnat ion, sympathy, ov opermnmess?

As 1 ses it, ouwr attitude about homosexuality is the most
troubling moral issue confronting the Reform movement today.
For the past twenty years, our movement has been dealing-—indeed
struggling——with this guestion. In 1969, and again in 1373,
Rabbi Sclomon B. Freehof, the leading Reform authority on Jewish
practice, upheld the view of Jewish law that homosexuality 1s
zinful. In 13973, however, ocur Unicon of American Hebrew
Congregations accepted the membership of Beth Chayim Chadashim,
the first gay and lesbian synagogue, despite Rabbi Freehof's
rabbinic opinion to the contrary. In 1975 and 1376, the UAHC and
the Cerntral Conference of American Rabbis {CCAR} pascsed
resalutions affirming the ecivil rights of homosexuals in the
secular sphere.

While the UKAC passed an even stronger vesolution in 1387
that called uporn member congregations to develop educational
programs and empley without discrimination, the LCCAR remains
deadlocked over a stronger stand. In 13986, a resclution was
afFered at the CCRAR converntion and referred to a new ad hoco
Committes ovi Homosexuality in the Rabbinate. For a yeayr, the
committer studied arnd argued and researched the topic to
determing what moral leaderehip the Reform rabbinate should
affer. Given the profound differences of opinion among vabbis
and within congregations and the orpanizations they serve, arnd
given the conflict betweewn halacha (as confirmed avnd interpreted
by many of Reform'e leading voices), and given the direction of
the movemernt, & conclusion was difficult to veach. Irsn 1387, the
committee reached ric conclusion arnd ivstead of issuing a report
simply spornsored a late-night session at the converntion. Two
years later—-this past Jure—-there still was no resclution.
Instead, four papers were distributed to caolleagues and a
discusszion was held at the converntion. This urnresaclved issue
confounds the Reform vabbinate.

ALDS, on the other hand, is an l1ssue we can deal with as a
movemernt. As Reform Jews, we all agree that AIDE 1= a
devastating and tragic disease. Those of us who witrnessed the
moving presentation of the AIDS Memcorial Quilt in our city cannot
help but share in the sorvow that AIDS has brought to e many.
The quilt, with its 10,800 individual parnels covering fourteen
acres, represents only 18 percent of the ALDS deaths in the

United States.

We can relate to AIDE sufferers as we can reliate to all who

euffers with caring, empathy, and cubtreach. Mo ore has
contracted AIDS on purpose, and we can deal with their suffering

without being judgmertal. UWe Reform Jews can afford to be



liberal on QIDS, to make it a wajor issue for us, because in some
waye it is safe.

1 applaud cur Reform movement for its ampovrtant worik through
its Task Force on RIDSE and its excellent materiale. Its
couragecus advocacy and its excellent educational efforts
demonstrate cur commitment in this area. I applaud our Own
Seeci1al Action Committee here at Temple Sinsi for its forum on
AIDS and its important work in developing an RIDS palicy Tor our

congregat 1o, The palicy, curvently in draft, is carefully
wrought, grounded in Jewish corncerns, and enlighterned ov wedical
issues, Fs we work on it and pass i1ty 1t will cormbinuwe to place

our congregation in the leadership role of our movement and in
our city on this crucial and important issue.

But AIDS ige not really the entirve issue. AIDE i1s a
touchstene for a larger i1ssue, for our attitude as Reform Jews
towards homosexuality. AIDS is a catalyst to help us begin
discussing the movral issues and ta help us with our anrkieties,
frustrations, and fears on many levels, But I am framikly
concerned that AIDS has aleo led us to Focus on a side issue, for
cur attitude toward RIDS arnd toward pecple with AIDS may be very
different tharn our attitude and our movral conclusions about
homosexvality.

The great problem is how we reconcile a liberal, accepting
position with the clear prohibiticon iv the Torah, in Jewish 1aw,
and amorng Reform interpreters. Qv+, o the other hand, how do we
resclve a corndemnatory positicon with our historical Reform
position that all pecple are children of God, created in Ged's

image?

Part of our problem is that we don't understand the nature
of homosexuality. Medical scientists do not agree. Human
behaviorists do not agree. Jewish sources and authorities do not
agrea. Everi the homosEexuvual community does not fully understand
all the factors that go into the develcpment of sexual
preference. The old guestions still go unanswered: Are the
determinants a matter of disorder or lifestyle? OFf genetics or
of character development? We do riot Hricw. I the Refarm
mevement I can't even tell you that the disagreement falls along
the lines of traditionaliets wersus classical Reform advocates,

or conservatives versus liberals. The only insight I have to
offer is that the issue divides among rabbis along generational
Lines.

Where, thewn, can we fFird modeles to help cur understanding?
How can we sort cut conflicting viewpoints arnd work toward

reaching a Reform ethic?

Ivs hie article in the jouwrnal Judaism Rabbi Robert Kirschner
of Congregaticn Ewmanu-El in Ban Francisco offers a mcdel of how
halacha is capable of changing. He points out how modern
rabbinic opimnion recognizes the limits of ancient rabbinc



krowledge in his model of the heresh, or deaf-mute. In the
Talmud,a heresh is deemed incompetent and is classed with mirnors,
the wentally deficient, and others who canmot serve as witresses.
The heresh carwot be counted in a minyan, mnor can he be marvried.
The rabbis assumed that those who could not hear nor speak could
rot possibly Know what they were doing.

This is & view we could hardly support. We rnow Know better
than to exclude from Jewish life individuals with any Kind of
disability. We rnow Hnow so much more abouwt deafrness and
communication that even Orthedox halachic authorities, beginrning
in the nineteenth century, came to understand that deaf wmutes
could cammunicate and were mentally competent. S8c, albeit
hesitantly, they included them in Jewish life.

Thiszs is an apt analogy, especially considering the fact
that we support congregations for the deaf and hearing impaired,
and almost every liberal Jew would support the rights of the deaf
to lead the fullest possible Jewish life.

But I have a problem with thie wmedel, for I do not think of
homoseruality as a disability. I suggest a different model, and
to begin I must tell you about my Urncle Joe.

My Uncle Joe and I-—-as different as we were in age and
background——shared one special trait: we were both left-handed.
Uncle Jos used to tell we how his left-handedress would get him
into trouble as he grew up. He grew up in & gerneration when
perople didn't understand left-handedress. They thought it was
inferior, urnnatural, a lifelong trouble to be evdured. So they
went to great lengths to suppress the natural instinctes and
inclinations of left-handed childrer. Urncle Joe used to tell we
horrible ctories of how teachers would wrap his left hand in
bandages =oa he couldn't use it ta write. He told me how they
would strike his left harnd when he used it to pick up a perncil.
811 of these acte were meant to guide him to use his right hand,
te develop an imposed vight-handedness for writing and doing
cther tashs. Ba Uncle Joe wrote with his right hand and ate with
hie left hand.

Uncle Joe's teachers were participating in a well-
getablished anti-left-handed tradition sparnnming many cultures and
generat i ons. In many places, it is considered an insult to
externd one's left hand in greeting or toe be placed at scmeocne’'s
left side. Left—handed people are thought of as "sinister”
{herce the word), evil, wicked. We Jews alsc have participated
in this traditicrn: cur Bible calls the right hand {of both God
and pecple) the hand of strength. Left-handedness 1 S8 &= &
sign of weakness, even a malady. As Jacob blesses his two
grandsons, Ephraim and Manasseh, his right hand clearly confers
the greater blessing. The Talmud states that the right hand
contrals all mitzvot except tefillivw, and that is only because
tefillin are wrapped on the right arm and hawnd. The Midrach says
that in heaven there is only the right side. 8o for Uncle Joe's



sake they bound and hit his left hand and forced him into
conformity.

By the time I was growing up, most pecple knew betlier. i
learned that left-handedrneszs is a recessive genetic trait,
transmitted at conception. Certainly it was no more connected

with good or evil than the color of one's eyes or hair. Today, &
gerngvation later, scientists are even less certain: soma
authorities believe left-hardedrness ie inherited; cocthers believe
that it i learneds still others believe it is determined during
pregrancy. And it is pessible that all three theories are 1n
some way correct! New parents still eagerly await the day that
they can tell which hanmd their child seems to favor and make the
appropriate entry in the baby book. But we sti1ll do not
understand left-hardedrnese entirely: some pecople are able to use
both hands, and we certainly know that genetic determination
gither can be encouraged or discouraged. Those of us who are
left~-harded have learned early to look for the left-handed corner
of the table, to be careful in selecting scisscors, and that 1t 1s
gaszier and neater to write Hebrew than English.

But would we say Tor a moment that this left-harnded 5 or 10
percent of the population is inferior, urnmatural, evil? This is
what pecple have said in one way or ancther for centuries and
still do say in many countries. Mot for a wmoment. We would reag
or reconstruct biblical stories and talmudic law that have an
anti—-left—harded bias tc be sure that cur religion includes all
Jews, regardless of hand—persuasicr.

As Reform Jews, we Know how to recognize the ethical laws in
the Torah ard how to distinguish between the ethical and ritual
precepts. When the Torah says, "a woman must not wear a man's
clothing” {(Deut. 28:15), how do we understand this? Orthodox law
prohibits women from wearing pants, but we Reform Jews do not Tor
a moment forbid it, even though the Torah calls it fcevan—-—an
abomination——the samwe word used to describe howmosexual relations.
We say instead that the law against women wearing men's clothes
Was a carry—over from ancient cultic practices. We are not
troubled to see a woman wearing slacks or a suit, and we
certainly do not view this az an issue of senual egthics.

The Torah alme telle us what parents should do in dealing
with a wayward and defiant son they cannct discipline (Deut.
£1:18). They are to take him to the town square and tell the
elders of the community of their problem. Then all the men will
stone this younmg man to death and all Israel will hear and be
afraid. Mot only would we never consider doing this; we are
greatly relieved that one talmudic rabbi =aid this wnever happened
ard never will. Similarly when we read in Leviticus 20:13 that
homosexual actes are capital offernses because they are abhorrent,
1 do st think we have any trouble rereading "abhorrent" as
belonging to ancther place and time.




Our problem is in acceptance: of the different, of the
threatening, of the unfamiliar, of pecple we don't quite
understand. And cur sin is in excluding and ostracizing and
oppressing them.

I submit we find it easier to deal with black people,
because we Hniow we're not black and we can see the differences
bpetwesn us. We find 1t emasier to deal with handicapped people
because we Krhow and understand those differernces. We finmd 1t
gasier to press Tor eguality of women and men because we Koow of
the years of cppressicon, and we can widerstand this as & movement
to unleash human potential. '

But everi we fivd it wvery hard to geal with the homosexual
amorng ws——that 10 percent,; we think-—because we do not understand
and we cannot guite figure it out. MNor can we understand i we
chould respond toe this problem with compassion {(as with AIDS), or
with caring, or with rightecus indignation. I find it troubling
that the movemernt that has pressed for egqual treatment and
operness——Ffor all races, all immigrants, mMeEn and women, everyons
with digabilities--finde itself stuck on the issue of sexual
preference. But 1 believe that this issue is tooc close ta home
for many pecple and therefore toco dangerous.

Let us understand that homosexuals are wne longer "over
there, " an the other side of the sea. They are here: in our
city, in our neighborhoods, ivn our families, in our midst. e
carnmot for a moment cppress nor segregate nor victimize these
pecple, Tor they are creatures of God just as surely as you and 1
are. And Just as we have beew a movement concerned about all
people-—black and white, rich and poor, and especially the
downtroddern and powerlesz and wanderer in edile—-—=let us be
concerned about these people too. HE we read Tomorvow morving
that the Jewish people stand side by side before God-—from the
- heade of tribes to the strangers in our midst——let us oe
conceyrned about all Jews standing in gur midst.

I am not condoning promiscuity among homosexuals any more
than among hetercservals. I know better than to think that
irndividuals of one sexual bent will be inclined to wantonness or
loosr morals or "recruiting' octhers.

Rather, 1 recognize that each of us must learn to deal with
our own seXuality individually, as part of our maturation and
growith. While there are many commonalities amony pecople, this
work is different for each person, part of the unigueress withir
each of us, an exnpression of an important part of cur lives. it
must be guided by cur Jewish tradition ard by an ethical system.

So let our message this Yom Kippur be one of copernrness and

honesty and understanding of pecple who may be different from us.
A we appreciate people with differernt ecoler skin and hair, of

different backgrounds and abilities, of different languages and
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cultures, of differernces in self-expression, let us appreciate
the spark of divinity that is in each of us. Each of ue iz a
creature of God; each of us is struggling in our own way to be
aur own selfy each of us is developing throughout ocur lives.

Let cur sin this Yom Hippur be that there are wmany in our
migst whom we have rejected, shurned, and denied. There are many
whom we have feared without reason. When the time has come Tor
honesty, we have been dishorest. When the time has caome for
welcoming, we have rejected. When the time has came for
understarnding, we have failed to listen.

Let us push cur sin aside ard do the introspecticon we reed
to do. Let us consider our responsibilities to athers: to accept
one ancther in cperress, to welcome the stranger, to recognize
that all of us are creatures of Goud. Let us bring theece values

“to ouwr homes, to our neighborhoods, to ocur congregation, to our

families, In this way, let us seek holirness and find it within
one arncbther and within cureselves. Armner.



January 3, 1990
6 Tevet 5750

Julian H. Preisler
1409 Delaware Avenue
Apt. 3-B

Wilmington, DE 19806

Dear Mr. Preisler:

How ?raciuus of you to write. [ appreciate knowing of your
involvement with Congregation Rodeph Shalom of Philadelphia.
Of course, it delights me to know that you have found yet
another place within our Reform Community to express and live
your Judaism.

Rabbi Sternberger has been deeply involved with the work of
the UAHC AIDS Committee. Of course, it is good to know that
you have given time to work for our Mid-Atlantic Council and
Temple Sinai of Washington. More and more of our congregations
are following the path of Sinai and Rodeph Shalom welcoming

all Jews who wish to be a part of the congregational family.
After all, a temple is a community with people of every age,
and interest and style., What joins us together is our Judaism
and that must be the first criteria.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler



December 26, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021-7064

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I am a resident of Wilmington, Delaware and recently read
an article in the local Jewish press, entitled "Reform Movement
Urged to Accept Gay Members". With this letter I send to you
heartfelt thanks. I am a 26 year old Gay male and I belong to
Congregation Rodeph Shalom in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. One
of the reasons for joining this particular Reform congregation
was it's open involvement in dealing with the AIDS crisis in both
the Jewish and non-Jewish community.

As a young person I had always felt somewhat of an outsider
in the Jewish community because I felt I was "different". One
can imagine the harshness that exists for a lesbhian or gay person
growing up in a anti-gay world. Many adult gays and lesbians
find it very difficult to be part of the Jewish community
because of anti-gay sentiments. As a result most do not join
congregations and have very little to do with their religion. I
was one of these people. Deep inside I had always had a love for
my religion, but was unsure of how to express it as a gay person.
After graduating from college, I decided that it was the right
time to join a congregation. I searched for areas in the Jewish
;Dmmunity that I felt were not anti-gay and hoped that I would

it in.

The Reform movement is to be commended for it's brave attempt
to bring gay and lesbian Jews back into the fold and for it's
attempt to abolish homophobia within the movements congregations.
While living in Washington, DC, before moving to Delaware with
my spouse, I became involved with Temple Sinai and also did some
volunteer work for the Mid-Atlantic Council. Two rabbis in
Washington that became dear friends are Rabbi Richard Sternberger
and Rabbi Fred Reiner. Their understanding and friendship has
made by journey back to my religion all the more happy.

My experience has been generally positive, but therxe is still
much more to do in order for gay and lesbian Jews to feel at home
in most congregations. Many rabbis are homophobic and their
congregants much the same. If only they knew of the many people
in the congregation who are in the closet. We gay people come
in just as many varieties as heterosexual people. I look forward
to a future when we will be judged by our actions and not bigotry.

The Reform movement is taking a bold stand against bigotry
and intolerance. There is no room for homophobia in our temples
and synagogues. Again, thank you for all you are doing.

Shalom, ;9 E
9,,,4, tonnst Mool
Julian H. Preisler 1409 Delaware Ave., #3-B

Wilmington, DE 19806



FrienD, MARKS & SCHLUSSEL
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1010 NORTHERN BOULEVARD
GREAT NECK, N. Y. 11021

L L]
sc}_mnﬂx H. FRIEND T R N —— CABLE ADDRESS: FEDLEX
BUHION M. MARES FAX: (5161 487-576
STEVEN M. SCHLUSSEL OF COUNSEL:

JEFFREY M. SOHWARTZ""
SHEARA F. FRIEXD® ELLIOTT SCHEIN BERG
® oMUY, FLA. & MASS, BAR
* MASSE, BAR ONLY 4 NUY. & FLA, BAR

September 14, 1990

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Dear Alex:

Thank wvou for sending me the speech you gave in Los
Angeles at the Jewish Community Service In Support of People
With AIDS. I read your speech carefully and with much interest.

I have never doubted for a moment yvour deep compassion for
all people - Jew and non-Jew, including AIDS affected victims.
I feel that same compassion and share with you your hope that
research will bring a day of healing in the not too distant
future.

However, I do not read your brilliant and eloguent
statement in support of people with AIDS as a Jewish or even
logical support for the CCAR report to the extent that it
affirms the right and propriety of openly practicing gays and
lesbians to be ordained as Rabbis.

Far be it from me to pry into or care about what happens
in the privacy of one's bedroom, and I most vigorously oppose
discrimination in any form based on sexual orientation or
preference. However, being a Rabbi is something different and
very special, for the Rabbi serves as a Judaic role model and
exemplar with a unigque opportunity, if not obligation, to teach
and preach a central theme which has permeated the Judaic code
from time immemorial, that the ideal human relationship for the
preservation of the Jewish people and covenantal fulfillment is
the monogamous, heterosexual, procreative marriage and family.
In all ancient societies which have condoned, practiced or
encouraged homosexuality, such as Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Arab,
and even Indian cultures, only Judaism shone as a lonely, but
bright beacon of light in opposition to such practices. It is
no mere coincidence, I believe, that while all of these ancient
civilizations have long since perished from the face of the
earth, only Judaism has survived with its fundamental principles
largely intact.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
September 17, 1990
Page Two

And that is why I am so concerned about the implication of
the CCAR report and the perception it has created amongst lay
congregants. In the opinion of many commentators, such as
Prager, Eugene Borowitz and even Rabbi Solomon Freehoff, a
Rabbinical giant who wrote on the subject in the Reform
Responsa, and other Rabbinical leaders of our Reform movement,
the CCAR report, despite certain qualifications and veneer
designed to provide a link to mainstream tradition, represents a
fundamental break with a cornerstone of our faith.

Alex, vou are a dear friend whose wisdom and courage I
deeply respect, but on this issue I am not persuaded that it was
either appropriate or necessary for the CCAR to declare, as a
matter of national policy, that openly practicing homosexual
Jews are entitled to ordination and all that the term "Rabbi"
implies and carries with it. Just as not everyone can or should
be an airplane pilot, not every Jew can or should be a Rabbi.

The test of friendship and mutual respect cannot always be
measured when friends agree. Rather, the test of their
friendship is better measured when they disagree. Despite our

disagreement, you are and will always be my friend in respect
and admiration.

L'Shana Tovah to vou, Rhea and the family.
Cordially.

CA.

Solomon H. Friend

SHF :dr
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/j/ﬁnc 27, 1990
M Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 5th Avenue
New York, NY 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter concerning Twice Blessed, as you discussed
with our author, Andy Rose. If it meets with your approval, please sign it, and then mail
it to Rabhi Harold Schulweiss in the enclosed envelope.

Thank you for vour help.

Sincerely,

Ao 0o il o

Laura Ayr
Advertising and Promotion Manager
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July 2, 1990
9 Tammuz, 5750
Dear Colleague,

Of all the issues which challenge and sometime divide our Jewish communities, few are as
poignant and frequently difficult as the issue of homosexuality. With the rising presence of
Jews who identify openly as lesbian or gay and want to claim their place in our congregations
and communal life, it has become more important than ever to shed new light on this ancient
issue. We join together in writing to you about a new source of enlightenment, one which we
believe will help all of us as we wrestle with our own beliefs, attitudes, and feelings.

TWICE BLESSED: On Being Lesbian, Gay, and Jewish, edited by Christie Balka and Andy
Rose and published by Beacon Press, is a groundbreaking effort to articulate the experiences
and perspectives of a broad spectrum of lesbian and. gay Jews. These Jews, sometimes
against great odds, refuse to accept the two customary options given to them: to participate
in Jewish communal life while hiding large parts of themselves, or to exile themselves from
Jewish life. These women and men claim both their identities as blessings, and strive toward
building a Jewish community that is diverse and inclusive.

TWICE BLESSED includes personal stories, new interpretations of traditional Texts and
Jewish history, and essays on various aspects of family life. Authors also address issues of
liturgy, the establishment of congregations and chavurot with specific outreach to lesbians
and gay men, and Jewish communal responses to lesbian/gay rights issues in general and
AIDS in particular. The book includes an author who describes how she and her rabbi
husband came to terms with their son’s homosexuality; it also features a heterosexual rabbi's
eloquent description of her process of learning and acceptance while serving a lesbian/gay-
outreach congregation. Appendices include suggestions for Jewish educators, a workshop
model for Jewish organizations attempting to deal with homophobia, and bibliographic
materials.

We believe that this unusual and thoughtful book deserves to be read and discussed by
rabbis, used as a resource in our religious schools, and given to individuals and families who
are coming to terms with these issues, often silently and without rabbinic support. We do not
pretend to have a consensus on all the issues raised by this book, even between the two of
us, and assume that parts of TWICE BLESSED will challenge you and possibly make you
uncomfortable. But that is all the more reason to take this refreshing book seriously.

We realize that this letter is reaching you at a time when issues concerning homosexuality are
rising to the fore of our organizational agendas, with the Rabbinical Assembly recently
resolving to "call upon our synagogues and the arms of our Movement to increase our
awareness, understanding and concern for our fellow Jews who are gay and lesbian" and the
Central Conference of American Rabbis urging that "all rabbis, regardless of sexual
orientation, be accorded the opportunity to fulfill the sacred vocation which they have
chosen.” We also realize that our message arrives as you are reflecting in advance of the High
Holy days and deciding what is most crucial to address at that time. We hope that this book
enters into your reflections and that you will consider delivering a sermon that addresses
these issues.



TWICE BLESSED can be ordered directly through the publisher, using the enclosed form.
You may want to order copies for your educators, bookstore, and library in addition to your
own study. The editors, both of whom have longstanding commitments and serious
involvements in Jewish life, are available for speaking engagements, as are many of the
contributing authors. They can be contacted through Beacon Press.

In closing we quote our colleague, Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, who states in his book review
in Hadassah Magazine, "TWICE BLESSED deserves to be celebrated by all: as a call w
discussion and heightened communication, it may well be an agent for redemptive healing
that will bring us one step closer to the messianic age." We commend this book to you, and
thank you for your serious consideration of this letter.

Shalom,

SRRy e

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
President of American Hebrew Congregations
New York, NY

Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis
Congregation Valley Beth Shalom
Encino, CA



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 11/14/89
Rabbi Daniel B. Syme

RESOLUTION ON LESBIAN AND GAY JEWS

We had best have this matter discussed at a future Board
meeting next year, unless the CCAR Committee pre-empts
such a discesmaion &n a Board level. If our leadership is
not with us we can't take the matter to a Biennial.
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November 14, 1989
16 Heshvan 5750

Mr. Stanley R. Luch
1546 S.W. Upland Drive
Partland, OR 97221

Dear Stan:
Thank you for your thoughtful note.

1 appreciate your concerns and as I tried to indicate in
my speech, there was a time when I shared some of them.

Obviously, o i dmpossible too endgdipes 1N oan catoended con=
versation on Lhis subjoect by means ol correspondence, Lhal
requires the kind of conversation on a leadership level
which you seek and which we must have. Indeed, my com-
ments were designed primarily to stimulate such a discus-
5100 .

Let's hold it until next we meet.

All good wishes.

Alexander M. Schindler
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October 25, 1989
Y FAX

tabbi Alexander M. Schincler
AHC, ew York

2ar A &X

iince vou and Joe aré nmov on record by Fax with regard to
what 1 am alleged to have saic at the NJ kalla, I think it
a8t £ share with you m reccrd, because there has been some
-iisreprrting and misunderstarding, and therefore, I tnink,
.0me unnecessary anger.

fter lescribing our process znd the ressons of content why our committee
‘elt that a resolution wiuld rot be the basc reans of addressing the many
gsuss whi.ch had been ra ased i committee over its several years; 1 further
lescribed the current pricess, which insofar &s it concerns homosexuelity
ind tha rabbinate has le/ the :ommittee t> the preparaticn of study &nd
syllabis naterials, for 1se at regicnal kallot, and based primarily end
sapers already written aird cir:ulated to members of the CCAR, and the
ipeechaa at our Cincinna'i corventicn. One rabbi -- I think Howard .affe,
-alled th: CCAR approach "bullshic," and castigated the CCAR for not having
-he couraze to take a st:nd ard adopt a resolution, as a ringing aft:rmation
»f CCAL support, at leas® for :those of its menbers who are NomoSexue.-s.

fost o-hers in the room :pplauvded his comzent, and one rebbi asked why the
JAHC alwavs seemed to tale leczdership on imzortant issuee, while the CCAR
;semed to duck them, and what would Alex Schindler be saying at the hiennial?
- answ:red that I had no idea what you would be sayipng at the Bienniel, nor
ould anvone guarantee wlat yo: would or woulcn't say, but I understcod that
ou ha! discussed your corments witk Selis Salkowitz, whom [ believec had
sritten you on the subject, ard vou had also l.ad discussions with Jcej and
w und:rs:anding was tha' Seliz, at least, hac shared with you his hope

-hat vou would see fit tc endccse the process in which we were engaged,
-ather than encouraging resolutzions while our deliberations were still in
sroces:. That's all. I never mentioned Sam Karff, nor ¢id 1 menticr any
\ttemp-s at pressure or attempts to dictate what you would sav., 1 fzrmly
,elievs that pressure is (in general) counterproductive &nd (in thie case)
yut of place. Words like "braz" (ycur FAX) are totally cut of p.lace. 1

sas ve-v cautious and careful in whet I said. Anyone who interpretec my
-emarks a3 "gloating" car only be investing their own emotional stake in

-he subject into their incerpretation of what 1 said. It simply dicn't
happen that way. When you quote a craft in which "Joe ard Sam assisted,"

\lex, cha: is simply untrue as well; as I state above, | never mf;Z?nned

eae, Sam at all. :
OFFICERS: I hope this clarifies and helps. and wish you well JL 1lior L. Stevers
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PAESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y, 10021 (212} 248-0100

Vih FAX October 25, 1989
26 Tishri 5750

TO: Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser

I didn't hang up on you. Our conversation was over.

I made three more phone calls this morning. They cinfirm
the substance of the reports which I received. Elliot
even referred to the letter which Selig sent me and in
whose drafting "Joe and Sam assisted."*

I think it is a shame for Conference leaders to try to
direct what I say in my Presidential Message and then have
the temerity to brag about it to other colleagues.

I will not discuss this issue any more. What has happened
convinces me that the UAHC Executive Committee meeting was
orchestrated.

I'm not angry at all, I'm just bitterly disappointed that
people like you and Sam, for whom I have the utmost respect,
would attempt to censor a colleague and then gloat in public
about it.

All the best.
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TO: A.EX 5C [INILER

Dear A 2x:

I m sti .| ctunned at what vou tad to say last night and a lictle offerded that
you wag up on ne the way you cid. ‘'ou are obviously wvery aagrv, though at the
vervy l-ast premcturelv so, and 1'1! overleok {it.

K:gardl 'ss of the outcome of your cenversat:-on with Elliot Stevens and whom
you 'hwse t be’lieve, I must registoer oy reaction to your conditional "all bets are
off" a.d, wh n . asked you what that meant, your statement that vou would row sav
what you rea ly wanted to sav. ~z

1 don't kntw what that meens eirther. You wrote in no uncertair terms to Sam
Kart hat v u lad no intentior anywhere along che line of addressirg the issue of
the a bipat: ard homosexuality. Ycu then emphaticelly affirmed rthat in vcur meeting
with m. On e ! unraveled the tangle of misunderstending as to who thought what, I
told vvu I d dn't see anything wrong with your secvirg whatever yvou wanted cn the general
subjrc of hico:exuality and of AIDE. T reallv con't know what "bets are cff" or what
you re & bel g jrevented from seving to begin with.

1 hope hat you and Elliot Stevens straighten cut the matter. What you said was
repo ted to 'cu just didn't sourd like Elliot Stevens at all, and from what he told
me wle: 1 asled him what transgired in New Jersey before I was a>le to reach vou, I
find h.s acciunt thoroughly creZible. Apparently a number of pesple said a lot of
thin; s durin; that session in Pew Jersey and my guess, as I wend ny way hoze Tuesday
nigh' i fter  eaving the office at 9:50, is that & number of commants were twisted
toge hi r and thit some of the tnings Elliot told me were said bv others were unfortun-
atel+ ictrihi tec to Elliot.

I reall' wish you wouldn't get yourself intec such a state. 1t isn't zood for you.

Wi rm goid vishes.
VIA | Al L/
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October 24, 1989
26 Tishri 5750

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser

Referring to your memo of October 18 to Sam Karff, with a
copy to Selig Salkowitz, everything yvou have to say is gpor-
rect -- barring only your last comment that "there will not
even be a mention in Alex's President's Message of the issue
of homosexuality and the rabbinate."

As I told you, I intend to make this my point of departure,
that a committee of tur Conference is working on it, that

they have not reached a decision but that they have asked us,
that is to say the Union, to undertake a Union-wide education-
al program on the subject of homosexuality, which I will ini-
fiate.

Now, that should not be a problem and as I indicated to you,
I will certainly not introduce a resolution calling on the
Conference to do so. Nor will I call on the CCAR to under=-
take such a step with the College-Institute.

I do hope you will understand where my vote on that subject
will be should it ever reach the floor.

All good wishes.
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Office of the Executive Vice President

October 18, 1989
MEMORANDUM

TO: Sam Karff

CC: Alex Schindler, Selig Salkowitz

I had a fine meeting with Alex on Monday and feel that it is necessary to
report it among the four of us because there appears to have been a double mis-
understanding.

The fact of the matter is that Alex really never did intend to raise the
subject of homosexuality in the rabbinate at all, with or without a call for a

resolution to be produced by the President's Message Committee then and there
at the Biennial.

What he was thinking of doing was to call for some action on the general

subject of homosexuality. He thought that we were even opposed to that, which is
why he objected so fiercely.

I had to read his letter to you, Sam, five times before I began to get an
inkling of all this, and then or course, my meeting with Alex cleared it up.

So: There will not even be a mention in Alex's President's Message of the
issue of homosexuality and the rabhingEE: nor was there ever any intentiz:‘:jiﬁffch

to be the case.

All the best.

OFFICERS:

Rapbi Samusl E Karif, Prensdent Rasks Fregerick C, Serwartz, Treasune [LTE1H MH: Sigwans. Admiristrative Secratary

IHauntan, TH Checaga, I Maw Yok,

Aabsi Waiter Jacob. Vice Prassdent Aatsi Eugane H. Lavy, Recording Secretiny Aabs Sianay L Begnar, Exscutive Vice Presicent Emarius
Pirtaburgh, PA Lilrie Roch, AR Marw York, MY

Rabti Josaph B. Glaser. Exscutive Vice Prescent Rabbs Garakd | Wesdar. Finangial Secrelary Aabbé Jacoh A Marcus, Honanery Prasident
howw Yark, NY Birggalyn, NY - Cargannali, OH
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October 3, 1989
4 Tishri 5750

Rabbi Samuel E. Karff
Temple Beth Israel

5600 N. Braeswood Blwvd.
Houston, TX T7096

Dear Sam:

I am glad we had a chance to chat personally after the UAHC
Executive Committec meeting, it took the edge off some of
my anger. In any ewvent, you ought to know that I never al-
low a divergence of view on any subject, however bitter, to
affect my personal relationships.

Now, on to substance. To begin with, it was never my inten-
tion to introduce a resoclution which would call on the CCaR

to formally endorse the ordination of homosexual rabbis. 1

would vote within the CCAR for the issue but 1 would not ask
the Union to direct the rabbinate along these lines.

It had been my intent merely to call on the congregations to
study this issue and to sensitize our congregants on the
broader subject of homophobia which - our affirmative reso-
lutions to the contrary notwithstanding - is still widespread
in our midst.

Frankly, I don't know what harm such a resolution would have

done. When you discuss a resolution you engage in the sensi-
tizing process and you initiate precisely the kind of program
that I understand the CCAR Committee has endorsed, via Selig

Salkowitz's most recent letter to me.

But since you and Joe¢ and Fred joined in the chorus of “reso-
lutions are counter-productive," I will defer to your request.
What I expect to do, however, is to make a personal statement.
My point of departure will be along the following lines: the
Conference Committec has met to address the issue of homosexuals
in the rabbinate and within synagogue life. It has not reached
a conclusion. It has called upon the Union to engage in a pro-
cess of study and sensitizing on a national, regional and local
level. While I have no resolution to offer on this score, I



Rabbi Samuel E. Karlf
October 3, 1989
Page -2~

know of no better way of initiating this process than to tell
you where 1 stand -- and then go on from there.

I checked the record of the last Biennial and you are right,
Selig asked the chairman whether the operative clause of the
resolution, "congregations should not discriminate in employ-
ment on the basis of sosfual preference," referred to rabbis

and the answer coming from the chair was "no." You realize,
of course, that following the rabbinic dictum, "once you spe-
cify, you exclude," Lhe specific exclusion of the rabbinate

thereby, by legislative intent, includes every other profes-
sion: not just janitors and secretaries but also administra-
tors, educators, teachers and cantors.

My objection to a Joint Committee on Aids was on several
grounds: a) 1 am, in principle, loath to multiplying struc-
tures. I would much prefer to contract. b) We already have
an amplitude of rabbis on the committee and we would be willing
to appoint others whomn you would choose. ¢ I was mindful of
the financial burdens which the joint approach imposes on the
CCAR. When we invite rabbis their expenses are not paid, once
the committee is joint, the CCAR obligates itself to pay their
ceXpenses. .

In context with point a) above, you ought to know that I will
discuss the dramatic increase in substance abuse {including
alecohol) among our congregants, and especially teen-agers,
during my sermon and I will recommend that our national respon-
sibility be coordinated through the Task Force on Youth Suicide
Yad Tikvah. This is also a contraction as it were rather than
a layering of committee upon committee which could drown us.

With warm regards and the hope you will, as the English say,
be well over the fast, 1 am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser
Rabbi Selig Salkowitz

bees: Allan B. Goldman, Esqg.
Rabbi Janet Marder
Dr. Robert M. Rankin

Alvert Vorspan



-

Founded in 1889

D"?J"I'?DD"I D?32°97 TY1ARXR
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

192 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 FAX (212) 689-1649  (212) 684-4990

Office of the President:

Rabbi Samuel E. Karff
September 25, 1988 Temwle Beth Ioract

5600 N. Braeswood Blvd
Houston, TX 77096

Dear Alex:

I want to follow up on our all-too-brief
conversation in New York.

I see no necessary connection between the
sentiments exquisitely expressed in your
Los Angeles talk and any particular stand
on the formal endorsement of homosexual rabbis.

If you intend to draw on your Los Angeles

address, I would hope you could expressly

disclaim any intention to prejudge the latter

issue, endorse the process of study and sensitization
now in progress within the Conference, and

commit the UAHC to share in it. 1 am confident

that would be Selig Salkowitz's position

as well.

Joe Glaser has reminded me that the Biennial
resolution in Chicago to which you referred
at the Board meeting explicitly excluded

a judgment on homosexuality in the rabbinate.
The delegates were told, prior to the vote,
that the CCAR was studying the matter. Do
you have a transcript that could eclarify
this important issue?

I did not have a chance to ask you about

the proposal at our last Executive Board

of the CCAR for a Joint Task Force with the
UAHC on AIDS - rather than establish a separate
CCAR Committee on AIDS. I understand that

you do not favor this proposal. Is that
discussable? There are already Habbis on

the UAHC Committee and I am reluctant to

see us duplicate what the UAHC is doing.

OFFICERS:

Aabii Samus E- Harfl Presdent Rabb: Fredenck © Schwariz Treasurad Pabbi Elsdl L Shirvarss. Admifdilfitivl Seialiry

Houston, TE Chicago, L Naw York, NY

Rabtn Walter Jacob, Vice Prasden Fabbs Evgens H. Lovy, Pecording Secretary Rabbi Sigery L Ragraer. Executive Vice President Emeriius
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I would, of course, welcome a continuation
of our dialogue by letter, phone, or panim-el-panim.

With every good wish to yvou and Rhea for
the New Year, I am

Warmly,

Rabbi Alexander ndler, President

UAHC
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021

ce to: Rabbi Glaser
Rabbi Salkowitz



StaniLey B, Loem 11/7/89
1546 8. W, UPLAND DR.
PORTLAND, OREGON 97221

Rabbi Alex Schindler,
President, UAHC

838 Fifth Ave.,

New York, N.Y.

Dear Alex,

It was a rmonderful congention:
educating, enlightening, motivating, uplifting.
Multifaceted. And deeply relighoss.

Your speech on Saturday morning had
all of these qualities as well. And I agreed
and support 98 or 99 per cent of it. But I feel
that I must write to you ( and talk to you)
about the 2 per cent ( or 1 per cent) with which
I disagree. Deeply.

It involves that portion of your address
that involves gay and lesbian Jews. And it
involves a matter of degree. I support that
portion of the 1987 biennial resolution
that welcomes gay and lesbian Jews into
the congregation as all Jews are welcome
into a congregation. But I could not then
support that part of the resolution that
urges congregations to accept practicing
public homosexuals into positions of
congregational leadership or in teaching
roles. Those posttions are role model
positions. Filling those positions with
assertive or militant gays or leshian Jews
involves an endorsement and validation
of a value system and life style that
is axiomatically inconsistent with
Judaism as I understand it. This is true for
all.positions of sensiwive leadership: teacher,
trustee,cofficer,rabbi,cantor.
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My feelings and opinions of 1987
have not changed over the last 2 years.
Unfortunately, this issue is almost a bottom
line issue., I have not seen or been told
of any responsa that would supportthe
1987 resolution, let alone an extension of
it. The analogy of the deaf-mute that
you used is probably inapposite since
those folks can communicate and participate
in the religdous community through technology
(including the signers used during the biennial)
and without the prohibited behavior that
ultimately burdens gay and lesbian folk.

I guess that's the péent: "prohibited
behavior". If Reform Judaism believes that
homosexual prastice and life style is
acceptable behavior for Jews, the 1987
resolution can stand in full and perhaps
be extended. But to those Reform Jews who
do not believe Reform Judaism to be capable
of this , some aspects of the 1987 resolution
are unacceptable, and should not be
extended. Ever.

At the September executive committee
meeting, you @8Mde a remark or two following
Fred Gottshalk's report on HUC and the
present dilemma it faces regarding this
area. David Belin disputed the reach of the
1987 resolution, as you viewed it. And the
matter was then tucked away. For a while.

But Alex, this deeply divisive issue
will come up again. And the 1987 resolution
will not resolve matters and will not be the
basis for extending a things. If anything
occurs, it may be a re-examination of that
1987 resolution.Worse, people may ignore
it, even its many good parts.
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Quite eaety this year, an article
appeared in Reform Judaism supporting broad
gay and lesbian Jewish rights and
participation. It was a sensitive article -
and a very aggressive one, I wrote a letter
to the editor in response. It was a timley
reply and expressed the position I've
expressed above : involvement - yes,
leadership - probably not. Unfortunately,
my letter was not phblished - for whatever
reason. Even though I took some pains to
try to assure its publicatien. I think
that I feel the wa¥ quite a few Reform Jews
feel. I do not believe that the 1987 resolution
represents a consensus of Reform opinion.
And that resolution may never represent a
consensus. And probably should not.And we
would never want to suppress dissent to give
the appearance of a consensus.

Perhaps then, this is a time tosound
out UAHC leadership on this sensttive and basic
issue,

With best regards,

-




September 15, 1989
15 Elul, 5749

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 1002]

Dear Alex:

It was most helpful. I have had a conversation with Florence Katz, the
new president of ARZA, who was quite upset that she would not be

allowed to come; I tried to explain to her not to worry. I am most W
appreciative of your sensitivity and support as we try and pull the

Congregation out of this near tailspin. ﬂJ

Thank you very much for allowing me to be so open and candid with you. \N)

I also want you to know that after some consideration, I fear that I might
have unwittingly been a part of Sam Karff's inappropriate manipulation
at the Board meeting. Isay this within the following context. Bo
O'Mansky called me several weeks ago to inform me that the offer for the
CCAR to join the AIDS Committee as a joint commission had been turned -
down by you and the Chairman of the Board, Mr. Goldman. While he was

not fully clear why, certainly I didn't understand. Bo asked me to call

Sam Karff, since it had been a committee meeting at the CCAR

convention which had prompted the CCAR Executive Committee to ask

to join on a joint commission level. In my conversation with Sam Karff,

he asked my view of why the UAHC was not prepared to join the CCAR

on this joint level regarding AIDS. I said I wasn't sure, due to the fact

that the UAHC had taken the leadership role, and that in many ways had
allowed the rabbinate to remain peripheral except for the leadership roles

that a few of us have taken on the UAHC committee level. We both

noted your very strong statement in your Erev Shabbat sermon in

Cincinnati, and both of us were aware that in the area of AIDS as well as

your supportiveness of the gay and lesbian community that the UAHC

was certainly at a far different place than the Conference.

I hope that I in no way fostered his attempt to preempt your saying
anything. Sam knows that I am very much opposed to the position that
the Conference is taking with regard to homosexuality, most specifically
with regard to homosexuality and the rabbinate. I apologize if in my
conversation with Sam, I led him to a place where he has attempted to
preempt you.

Let me move my presumption one step further regarding your decision

about the AIDS Committee and the joint relationship with the
Conference. If, as we both want, the UAHC position is to have a greater

EMANUEL CONGREGATION
5959 North Sheridan Road  Chicago, Minois 60660 (312) 561-5173 Study



impact on the Conference process and the HUC mentality, we have a
place where we can begin, in my view, to create a broader strategy, that
is to say, if you might reconsider putting the CCAR on a conjoint, co-
equal basis of responsibility with regard to AIDS, we can then hold them
responsible for what they have not yet done, including permanent
curricular material at HUC on rabbinic literacy with regard both to AIDS
and those gays who arc suffering. That then opens the door for the
UAHC to demand a co-equal role with regard to the CCAR’s process with
regard to homosexuality. Though Dick Sternberger sits on the CCAR
Committee on Homosexuality, it seems to me the focus of that Committee
and its position between now and Seattle or anything beyond should now
be widened. It might be a point of negotiation that since the issue
involves more than the rabbinate and that the UAHC was light years
ahead of everyonc in sponsoring congregations with special cutreach to
the gay and lesbian community, that the conversation regarding the
school and the rabbinate should as a matter of course involve the laity.

Please excuse the presumption of pushing you on a decision that you have
made, but it might be a new point of strategy with regard to our
conversation yesterday. Once again, I thank you for your depth and
understanding. I hope that the material that I sent under separate cover
is helpful. The Kol Nidre sermon is simply an example of how one can
deal with issues of homophobia and homosexuality in a broader sense.

My best to you for the sweetest of MNew Yej‘

Ne | ’fj{




Beacon Press

25 Beacon Stveet, Boston, Massachusells 02 08 =280
G17=742-2110

April 3, 1989

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler [}
President q |
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 Fifth Ave.
New York, NY 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Thank you very much for your superb comment. We will most ecertainly
put it to wery good use in advance publicity for the book as well as
on the book jacket. For publicity purposes, we will probably have
to trim it considerably., I have devised two abbreviated versions

that I would like to run by you:
"TWICE BLESSED will bring healing to many."
and

"TWICE BLESSED reveals a deficiency in the Jewish community's immune
system: that we are not so immune to the very process of
stigmatization by which we as Jews have been shunned and persecuted

and massacred. ..TWICE BLESSED will serve to repair this deficiency
and thus bring healing to many."

Are these OK? The first one would be used where we have great space
limitations; the second where the allowable space is bigger. The
entire quote will be used on the book jacket.

With regard to the talk you enciosed, I have passed it on to
Christie Balka and Andy Rose. As you guessed, it is much too late
to include your piece but I appreciate your sharing it with us.

Thanks again for all your help.

Sincerely,

oanne Uyckom

Executive Editor
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iBl ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 538 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y 10021 (212} 249 0100

March 28, 1989
21 Adar II 5749

Ms. Joanne Wyckoff
Executive Editor
Beacon Press

25 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. Wyckoff:

I scanned the manuscript you sent me and I feel quite
comfortable in making comments concerning this volume.

My comments are rather lengthy. Feel free to cut them
down to propoer size, but if you do, let me have a loock
at it before you finalize it.

"T'wice Blessed reveals a deficiency in the
Jewish community's immune system: that we are
not so immune to the very process of stigmati-
zation by which we as Jews have been shunned
and persecuted and massacred. We have not ex-
tended our embrace to include gay and lesbian
Jews, affirming that we all are family, that
they and their relatives are our SONS, our
sisters, our neighbors, ocur fellow Jews. Hope-
fully, Twice Blessed will serve to repair this
deficiency and thus bring healing to many."

Actually these comments are drawn from a talk I gave several
weeks ago at a Jewish Community service in support of Jewish
people with AIDS. I enclose a copy. It occurs to me that

conceivably it could be an addition to this volume. But
for that it is probably too late.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

enc.



Beacon Press

25 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusedts 02 fO8=2800)
Gl7-742-2110

March 21, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Shindler

Union of American“Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Rabbi Shindler:

At the suggestion of the editors, I am sending you the enclosed
unedited manuscript of TWICE BLESSED: ON BEING LESBIAN, GAY, AND
JEWISH. Beacon plans to publish this important anthology in
November. Do you think you could supply us with an advance
comment?

TWICE BLESSED is the first collection of writings (22 in all) by and
about lesbian and gay Jews that proposes integration of the Jewish
community with the lesbian and gay one. Showcasing a wealth of
writings--personal testimonies, essays, oral histories, and
liturgies--by some of the most important spokespeople--Judith
Plaskow, Martha Ackelsberg, Eric Rofes, Linda Holtzman, Yoel Kahn,
Evelyn Torton Beck--this book speaks to the possibilities of
bringing lesbian and gay experience to bear on Jewish history and
tradition, family, and community life.

Christie Balka, one of the editors, is a social change activist who
has written and spoken on the Middle East, feminism, and lesbian and
gay issues. She is a former national co-chair of New Jewish Agenda,
and former Associate Director of The Shalom Center. She currently
works for a small publiec foundation in Philadelphia where she lives
with her partner and 2 children. She iz active in her synagogue,
and serves as an openly lesbian member of its board.

Andy Rose, the other editor, is a social worker and community
activist in San Francisco. A founding member and national co-chair
of New Jewish Agenda, he currently coordinates the Jewish
community’s AIDS Project in San Francisco. He also serves on the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations AIDS Committee, is a Board
member of the AIDS National Interfaith Network, and serves on the
Advisory Board of the Lesbian and Gay Parenting Project in San
Francisco.

If you could give us a comment on this unique volume I would be most
grateful. Your comments, which we would use on the jacket and/or in
publicity and promotion for the beeck, could help this work reach the
wide audience it deserves. If you find that you cannot comment,
please return the manuscript in the envelope provided.



Thanking you in advance for any attention you can give TWICE
BLESSED, I look forward to hearing frem you by April 3.

Sincerely,

i joann& Wyckoff a i 3

Executive Editor



GAY & LESBIAN
T A § K F O R C E

October 18, 1988

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
835 5th Ave.

New York, NY 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

In order to update a civl rights publicaticn of ths National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force, I am surveying various religious
organizations regarding their policies and views on sexual
orientation.

I am concernced not only with the religious aspect of
homosexuality itself, but also with the position your religious
denomination takes regarding human rights for gay men and
lesbians. Could you please send me the most recent statement by
your denomination concerning these issues. Also, could you
address the views of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
if it differs in any way from the leadership of your
denomination.

Please send any statements or materials to my attention at the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force by the end of October, if
possible.

Sincerely,

— '
! i
N e "—""'-'{

Robin Kane
NGLTF Intern

1517 U Street, N.W. ® Washington, D.C. 20009
202-332-6483
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i HUC-JIR's student organization for Lesbian and Gay students
5 and their supporters.

The following are excerpts from an address given by Rabbi
Alexander M. Schindler to the AIDS Committee of the UAHC Pacific
Southwest Council in March 1989:

We have not as a community crossed the boundaries of Otherness--
the fringed boundaries at which compassion gives way to
identification. We have not extended ocur embrace to inc'ude gay
and lesbian Jews. We have not acknowledged their presence in the
midst of our synagogues, nor consciously included gay and lesbian
parents as part of the Jewish family circle. Indeed, we have not
affirmed that we all are family...

In our denial, in our failure to see one another as =ne family--
indeed, as one holy people--we exile ourselves from Jewish

history, we opt for amnesia. We who were beaten in the streets
of Berlin cannot turn away from the plague of gay-bashing. We
who were Marranos in Madrid, who clung %to the closet of
assimilation and conversion in order to live without molestation,
we cannot deny the demand for gay and lesbian visibility!

The Star of David has emerged as the most visible sign of
Jewishness. Curiously enough, it is not the oldest or most
venerable symbol of our people. While archeologists have
discovered some ancient stones bearing this emblem, it did not

h?:ome commonplace until more modern times. Indeed, rabbinic
literature, in all its variety and vastness, makes absolutely no

mention of it. There is a more recent event that has irrevocably
rendered the Magen-David as the preeminent Jewish sign. It was
the shoah, the Holocaust, the martyrdom of six million Jews. It
was the Mazis who stitched the six-pointed star to ocur hearts as
a badge of shame, a mark of death. And, it was our own partisans
and Zionist pioneers who reconverted it into a badge of pride and
life...

There is another meaning that we can attach to the Magen David.
It is an interpretation that any Jewish child with a crayon can
tell you: that the Star of David contains, within it, the
triangle.

For those of us here who would, a generation ago, have been
wearing the pink triangle as a badge of shame and a mark of
death; for those of us here who today wear it as a badge of honor
and resistance and identity: it is time to complete the ocutline
of your Jewish star.

For those of us who have been willingly blind to the geometry of
Jewish life, who would keep invisible the presence of the
triangle within the Shield of David: it is time to complete the
outline of our Jewish star...

1, a leader of this movement for Reform Judaism; I, a refugee
from Hitler's Germany, I will no longer be content to speak i the
first person plural declaring that "we have dealt perversely."
Instead, I declare myself your ally today, an ally to all those



whose Star of David needs completion...

I declare myself a rabbi for all Jews, at every moment of life,
not only for heterosexual Jews, or for gay Jews only at their
funerals...

I declare myself the compassionate ally of every persaon
heterosexual and homosexual, Jew and non-Jew, who is wrestling
with the shame, the confusion, the fear, the endless torment
invelved in the inner struggle for sexual identity. It is a
struggle that includes, but also goes beyond, civil liberties.
It is, when all is said and done, a struggle for the integrity of
selfhood...

As individuals, we still have much to fear, much to reckon with.
But let us not add to our loneliness and cur suffering by
believing that God does not recognize us and our relationships.
Let us rather exalt our relationships so that they be worthy of
God’s gaze. Let us learn that God’s image is reflected in each
and every face. Let us not add to ocur heartache by separating
our by letting curselves be separated from the Jewish people. As
Jews, together, let us search through the Torah, the written
Torah and the Torah of life, to find those affirmations for which
we yearn.

HINEINU asks you to consider...

If acceptance of lesbian and gay Jews is limited to
congregational participation, and not extended to include
rabbis, cantors and educators--can this be regarded as true
acceptance or is it actually a false welcome?

For those of us who fully support the acceptance of lesbians
and gay men in the Jewish community, serving in both
professional and non-professional capacities--how can we
effectively extend an honest invitation for their
participation?

hinejau!lll




M September 15, 1989

15 Elul, 5749

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

It was most helpful. 1 have had a conversation with Florence Katz, the
new president of ARZA, who was quite upset that she would not be g
allowed to come; I tried to explain to her not to worry. I am most ( LJJv £\
appreciative of vour sensitivity and support as we try and pull the W

Congregation out of this near tailspin. i

Thank you very much for allowing me to be so open and candid with }fou W
L

I also want you to know that after some consideration, | fear that I might =
have unwittingly been a part of Sam Karff’s inappropriate manipulation ]
at the Board meeting. 1 say this within the following context. Bo \
O’Mansky called me several weeks ago to inform me that the of fer for the \\
CCAR to join the AIDS Committee as a joint commission had been turned -
down by you and the Chairman of the Board, Mr, Goldman, While he was

not fully clear why, certainly I didn’t understand. Bo asked me to call

Sam Karff, since it had been a committee meeting at the CCAR

convention which had prompted the CCAR Executive Committee to ask

to join on a joint commission level. In my conversation with Sam Karff,

he asked my view of why the UAHC was not prepared to join the CCAR

on this joint level regarding AIDS. 1 said I wasn’t sure, due to the fact

that the UAHC had taken the leadership role, and that in many ways had
allowed the rabbinate to remain peripheral except for the leadership roles

that a few of us have taken on the UAHC committee level. We both

noted your very strong statement in your Erev Shabbat sermon in

Cincinnati, and both of us were aware that in the area of AIDS as well as

your supportiveness of the gay and lesbian community that the UAHC

was certainly at a far different place than the Conflerence.

I hope that I in no way [ostered his attempt to preempt your saying
anything. Sam knows that 1 am very much opposed to the position that
the Conference is taking with regard to homosexuality, most specifically
with regard to homosexuality and the rabbinate. I apologize if in my
conversation with Sam, I led him to a place where he has attempted to
preempt you,

Let me move my presumption one step further regarding your decision

about the AIDS Committee and the joint relationship with the
Conference. If, as we both want, the UAHC position is to have a greater

EMANUEL CONGREGATION
5959 North Sheridan Road ~ Chicago, llinols 60660  (312) 561-5173 Study



impact on the Conference process and the HUC mentality, we have a
place where we can begin, in my view, to create a broader strategy, that
is to say, if you might reconsider putting the CCAR on a conjoint, co-
equal basis of responsibility with regard to AIDS, we can then hold them
responsible for what they have not yet done, including permanent
curricular material at HUC on rabbinic literacy with regard both to AIDS
and those gays who are suffering. That then opens the door for the
UAHC to demand a co-ecqual role with regard to the CCAR's process with
regard to homosexuality. Though Dick Sternberger sits on the CCAR
Committeec on Homosexuality, it seems to me the focus of that Committee
and its position between now and Seattle or anything beyond should now
be widened. It might be a point of negotiation that since the issue
involves more than the rabbinate and that the UAHC was light years
ahead of evervons in sponsoring congregations with special outreach to
the gay and lesbian community, that the conversation regarding the
school and the rabbinate should as a matter of course involve the laity.

Pleasc excuse the presumption of pushing you on a decision that you have
made, but it might be a new point of strategy with regard to our
conversation yesterday. Once again, | thank you for your depth and
understanding. | hope that the material that I sent under separate cover
is helpful. The Kol Nidre sermon is simply an example of how one can
deal with issues of homophobia and homosexuality in a broader sense.

My best to you for the sweetest of w Yl:ar

Ne |
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LA December. 17, 1987
%) 26 Kislev ~ 5748
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Mr. John E. Hirsch
999 Windsor Gate Drive
North Hills, New York 11040

Dear John:

Your recent letter awaited my return from meetings in Israel where I
attended the World Zionist Congress meetings. This is my first
opportunity to reply to your concerns.

As you know when the Union Biennial resolution came to Committee, it
was agreed to remove the question of Rabbis from our resolution on
days. This, done at the specific request of the CCAR, in as much, as
they have a committee Studying this matter. You should know, however,
that the Union representatives dén the Study Commission are pressing
hard for a more open policy in regard to ordination of gay rabbis.

I believe that we are gradually selling the representatives of the
CCAR and the College-Institute. Thus, the matter is really out of
the hands of the Union at this time. We have done our bery best

but the final determination will be made by the Central Conference
of American Rabbis.

With kindest regards and every kind wish for a Happy Hanukkah, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
AMS:rh =



President J JW'Q.:; 1t

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 'ggﬂf AﬂiiJ“Pﬂ“

838 Fifth Avenue S+ JLé

New York, New York 10021 W Ll
o~

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Your note of thanks for my participation at the Biennial
arrived in today's mail, but it is I who should thank you
for the opportunity to be a part of such a wonderful
experience. I have not had such a feeling since I last
participated in an NFTY Institute in 1962; my joy is
indescribable.

Although this is a thank you note, I would like to have the
chutzpah to address one of the challenges made in your
moving "State of the Union" speech. I was greatly troubled
by your reminder cof the desperate need for Reform Rabbhis
and your call for encouragement of young people to consider
the Rabbinate as a career choice.

As I am sure you are aware, there was much wrangling about
the language in Resclution XV regarding the inclusion of
homosexual Jews in all aspects of congregational life. The
language was watered down to specifically exclude the
Rabbinate from that resolution. It is apparent that,
despite all the social values we are taught regarding
discrimination, the Reform Jewish Rabbinate reserves its
right to discriminate against homosexuals. A resolution
was quashed at the May meeting of the CCAR regarding this
subject with the specific knowledge that it could not be
brought up again for at least two years. It is obviously a
topic that they do not want to discuss.

Rabbi Schindler, there are honorable, talented committed
men and women in this country who would make dynamite
Reform Rabbis but who are excluded because of their sexual
orientation, There are probably young people in the HUC-
JIR who are homosexual, but like their already ordained
counterparts, live in constant terror for their careers,
their jobs, their livelihoods, and their reputations. If a
Jew had to live in that kind of fear over just being a Jew,
we would all march in the streets in protest. I am not
going to march in Washington this weekend, not because I am
unsympathetic to the plight of Soviet Jewry, but because I
see a tragedy right here in America which is not being
addressed by American Jews. There are people throughout
this country (including some in very high places) who would
put all homosexuals into camps. Where is our righteous
indignation?

Are we no better than the West Virginia rednecks on a
recent "Oprah Winfrey Show" who advocated such a position?
The New York State Legislature rejected a bill endorsed by



Mayor Koch and Governor Cuomo calling for stiff penalties
for violance directed at anyone because of religion, race,
ethnic origin, sex, or sexual orientation merely because
the words "sexual orientation” were included? That bill
will come up again soon, and its opponents are again
threatening to defeat it suggesting once more that violence
against homosexuals can be tolerated. Socon we will
"celebrate" the 50th Anniversary of Krystalnacht where
violence was committed against people just for who they
were. Have we learned nothing about discrimination?
Homosexuals have less cholce about their sexual orientation
than they have about their religion. We know about
persecution of people simply for what they are.

If the Reform Jewish Rabbinate is allowed to discriminate,
what good is a resocolution calling for an end to
discrimination? It is a difficult subject, and an
unpleasant one for many, but it must be addressed! If it
cannot be addressed because it is the honorable, moral
thing to do, then it must be addressed from a pragmatic
standpoint. As you indicated, we need dedicated Reform
Rabbis,

Dr. Julius Morgenstern came to my hometown for retirement
from the HUC. He was a wonderful man who, as a mentor,
took me under his wing to "make me a Rabbi." There was a
point as a teenager that I really wanted to enter the
Rabbinate. Although I was only seventeen, not yet sexually
experienced, and not even in possession of the vocabulary
for what I was (at that point I thought I was the only
person like me in the world), I knew intuitively that life
for me as a Rabbi would be impossible. It is too late for
me, but there is a generation out there to whom we must
reach out. A life in the Rabbinate should not be
impossible for any young man or woman who really wants it.

I wish you good health, happiness and all the miracles of
Chanukah.

Ccrdgilly.

f.. 1)
Bl

John E. Hirsch

95 Windsor Gate Drive
North Hills, New York 11040
4 December 1987
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December 22, 19E6
20 Kislev 5747

Rabbi Jack Stern
Westchester Reform Temple
255 Mamaroneck Regd
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583
Dear Jack:

Thanks for correcting your mistake regarding the CCAR
Committee on Homosexuality. No problem.

Love and Kisses.

Féndly,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Mr. Albert Vorspan
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

21 EAST 40th STREET * NEW YORK, N.Y 100160501 = (212) 684-4990

Office af the President
Rabbi Jack Stern

155 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler { 11’“

Union of American Hebrew Congregations {
B38 Fifth AVenue
New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex,

Joe Glaser pointed out to me that I made a mistake in my
letter to you regarding the CCAR Committee on Homosexuality.

The proposal of our Committee was that we remain a CCAR
Committee but with official representation from the
College and the Union. This would mean, of course, that

the Committee would speak only on behalf of the Conference
and that whatever is addressed to the College or the Union
would simply be Conference recommendations. Such recommenda-
tions would have to be considered by the respective bodies.

I hope that the above makes sense and that vou will accept
my apology for the error. If there is anything to discuss
further, please be in touch.

You were superb this past weekend. I read the Friday evening
address and, yvou made good sense -- eloguently.

Best from house to house.

Sincerely,

Js/csf

CC: Joseph Glaser
Selig Salkowitz
Richard Sternberger
Albert Vorspan

OFFICERS:

Raibbs Jack Stem, President Rabibi Martin 5. Wainer, Treagune Rabbi Elot L. Stovens, Adminisirative Secradary
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Clhwy Chasa, MD Phoenix, AZ Marw York, NY . o
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The New York Federation of Reform Symagogues, representing some 60,000 congregants

of more than 30 Reform synagogues in New York City, this week urged the City Council to
pass the su-ealledzgfy Rights Bill.

In a telegram sent to all members of the Council, the Federation noted that its parent
body -- the Union of American Hebrew Congregations -- since 1977 has supported legislation
barring discrimination based on sexual preference. The UAHC represents 791 Reform con-
gregations in the United States and Canada with a membership of 1.3 million.

The telegrams were signed by Rabbi Bernard Zlotowitz, Federation director, and Rabbi

Gary Bretton-Granatoor, assistant director.
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"Le-™fan and Gav rride Day at Beth Am®
nabol Margarec noers Wenig

Both Am, The People’s Temple - HY. NY
June 5, 1987

A month ago, Miriam Frank and Audrey May told me they would
like to sponsor an Oneg Shabbat in honor of Lesbian and Gay Pride
Day. I want you to know why I, as their rabbi, supported them
and why, as your rabbi, I ask you to support them as well.

The upshot is this: I believe that homosexuality is good: To
be attracted to a person of the same sex is not sick or queer,
not an aberration but a solid, natural and fundamentally loving
human expression -- timeless, valuable and universal in our
species. And I believe that homophobia (fear of homosexuals and,
discrimination against them) is wrong. And further,I believe
that no one should have to hide who they are or whom they love,
for to do so, to live in the closet, takes a terrible human toll.

If either of my daughters turns out to be a lesbian I don’t
want her to feel guilt or humiliation. I don”t want her to lose .
her job, or be denied admission to rabbinical school. I don’t
want her to feel that she has to lie to me. I don“t want her to
be shut out of synagogue life.

: I want her to have a sense of dignity as a human being
created in the divine image and, as a Jew, a partner to an
ancient covenant. I won't mind if she chooses to live alone,
but I don't want her to be lonely because she is afraid to be
herself. If she finds her love, I want her to be able to bring
her partner to our family seder. I want to celebrate their
commitment to one another. While I do want grandchildren, if my
daughter chooses not to become a parent 1711 support her choice.
And if she does choose to bear or raise children I want to
welcome those children into our ancient covenant. I want her to
be able to receive an aliyah with her partner when those children
celebrate their bar/bat mitzvah. I want her to receive a card
from the Sisterhood when she and her partner celebrate their
milestone anniversaries. I want her to be free to Eponsor an
Oneg Shabbat 'in honor of her partner’s birthday. And if her

Eartner dies I want her to have a synagogue community to comfort
er.

Should a daughter of mine turn out to be a lesbian, I don’t
want her to suffer shame;and should she be straight, I don"t want
her to inflict pain upon lesbians' or gay men. But wanting does
not make it so. I learned a few years ago that if I want my
daughters to grow up accepting homosexuality in themselves or in
others then I had a lot of work to do right now in my own home,
in my Jewish community and in society at large.



inferior to being white.

I dont for a minute blame tho moelf-hating Jew or the celf-
hating black. They have only learned the anti-semitism and
racism that they have been exposed to since birth. But I do
bemoan it; for as Muriel Rukeyser put it, Jews "who wish to be
invisible choose death of the spirit.” Stokely carmichael
understood this too. In the 60°s he taught Blacks that civil
rights are only the first step. Blacks need to believe that Black
is Beautifull So too, an 18 year old gay kid needs to believe .
that Gay is Good, if he is to have a healthy and fulfilling adult
life. And that is why Gay Pride Day is so important.

Gay Pride day was first celebrated in 1970 as Christopher
Street Liberation Day. It marked the first anniversary of the
Stonewall riots. The riots began on June 27, 1969 when police
raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar on Christopher Street, and
arrested the owner, employees and many of the patrons.

That was not the first police raid of a gay bar. There had
been many and gay men were used to police harassment. But until
Stonewall, gay men had never fought back. In the 60s most gay men
and lesbians so feared the repercussions of coming out, so feared
the effect on family members or their own employment if their
names or photos appeared in a newspaper, that they wouldn’t
participate in political activity to promote their own rights.
They wouldn’t march, wouldn’t-demonstrate, wouldn’t press
employment discrimination charges; many even used pseudonyms.

With Stonewall that changed. The gay men who were arrested
at the Stonewall Inn did. fight back. Like the Jews of the Warsaw
ghetto, these men refused to walk quietly into the paddy wagon to
be beaten and hauled off to jail. And for several successive
nights gay men, straight people, Vvillage residents, gathered on
Christopher Street to protest the police raid. These small but
rowdy demonstrations came to be known as the Stonewall Riots.

And though they were small in size their impact on the self-image
of homosexuals in New York was tremendous. (Remember the pride
we felt when Israel successfully completed the Entebbe raid?)

The Stonewall riots galvanized gay men into self-respect and
political action.

In June of 1970, on the first anniversary of Stonewall, a
few hundred homosexuals gathered in Sheridan Square to march to
in Central Park. When the front column of marchers reached the
Sheep Meadow, climed the hill at the Meadow’s far side, and

turned and saw that their numbers had swelled to three thousand,
they applauded and wept.

The past 18 years since Stonewall have been a hard uphill
battle. It took 15 years to convince the New York City Council

to pass the Lesbian and Gay Rights Bill (and I am proud that some
of you wrote to Stanley Michaels last Year reinforcing his
support for the bill). The annual Lesbian and Gay Pride pay

Parade is an important ritual. It is a time for lesbians and gay



As late as 1969, the village Voice refused to print a
classified ad announcing a Gay Community Dance on the grounds
that the word *"gay®" was obscene. As lote an 1970 the New.York
chapter of the National Organization for Women refused to use the
word "lesbian®™ in its publications. As one HOW representative
put it, "Suppose lesbians notice the word and flock to us in
droves. How horrible. After all, think of our image. "

Yes, think of our image! If we have the courage to print in
our Messenger the words "The Oneg Shabbat will' be sponsored in
honor of Lesbian and Gay Pride Day" it will affect our image. It
will show that we really mean it when we say that all are welcome
at Beth Am. It will show our children and grandchildren some of
whom will turn out to be lesbian or gay, that z-ong us they may
feel at home.

Ken yehi ratzon. Amen.

———



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler January 13, 1987
Charles J, Rothshhild, Jr.
B
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Ifauked Aron Hirt-Manheimer to draft a response to
the letter you received from David Belin, It is
enclosed herewith, together with your original let-
ter from David as well as a copy of the edition of
KP involved.
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MEMORANDUM

From! Aron Hirt-Manheimer
Tol Alexander Schindler
Date! January 13, 1987

=

Dear Alex,
i If I understand David Belin‘s letter correctly, he objects to the Keeping Posted issue
: on homosexuality for its failure to represent the minority view of the American
Psychiatric Association, which generally classifies hamosexuality as a medical
disorder that can and should be treated,

Belin assumes that the psychiatrist we interviewed, Dr, Lionel Ovesey (see page 11
of the KP) supports the majority APA view (that homosexuality should not be
classified as a psychiatric disorder unless it’s causing a person difficulties in
everyday lifels That is not the case. We chose Ovesey specifically because he was
outspoken in opposition to the American Psychiatric Association’s position.

Dr. Ovesey'’s classification of homosexuvality as "a neurosis, a psychiatric disorder
that originates early in childhood" matches that cited by Belin’s authority, Dr.
Socarides. Dr, Ovesey’s differs only in his view of treatment of homosexuals,
Ovesey, considered one of the field's leading experts on the subject, believes that
psychiatrists and analysts can play a vital role in counseling and treatment of
homosexuals, if they want to change and are bisexuval. However, in his experience, a
homosexual who doesn’t want to change is not a successful candidate for therapy
and shouldn’t be forced by parents or others to submit to analysis,

In summary, the phrase Belin quotes at the beginning of his letter, viz., that the APA
no longer classifies homosexuality as a psychiatric disorder, appears at the end of
H the interview and clearly contradicts Ovesey’s own opinion. Perhaps what disturbed
] David is the subsequent (to my mind enlightened) statement by Dr., Ovesey, that if
one is "homosexual and this gives him no trouble, he doesn’t need to see a
psychiatrist," There are, of course, many shades of opinion, even among those in the
APA minority,

I believe we acted responsibly in presenting both the majority and minority positions
of the psychiatric community within the context of an issue concerned primarily with
issues of homoCphobia and human rights as applied to this still-persecuted minority.



RAbb1 Alexander M. Schindler
Mr. Aron Hirt-Manheimer

The enclosed letter from David Belin requires a response.

ReaeY sy %%

Would you please

draft something and send it up to me before we do anything further. Your

prompt attention will be much appreciated.
Thank you.
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Mr. Charles Rothschild, Jr.
660 Sunderland Road
Teaneck, NJ 07656

Dear Chuck:

1 am writing as a part of my continuing concern about the
need for greater scholarship and more balance in presentations of
views on important social issues that are submitted to our
congregations and their members.

You will remember my earlier correspondence of August 22,
1986 concerning the inadequacies of the information presented to
UAHC members on the sanctuary issue and the omission of the facts
and perspective included in the winning essay of the 1986 American
Bar Association Ross Essay Contest. This letter today concerns
what I believe to be a very important omission concerning the
issue of homosexuality which was featured in the November, 1986,
issue of Keeping Posted (Volume XXXII Number 2) which is
distributed to children in our congregations.

On page 12 of the issue there is a question asked in bold
faced type: "How does the American Psychiatric Association
classify homosexuality?"

The answer is then stated: "They no longer classify it as a
psychiatric disorder unless it's causing a person difficulties in
his everyday life. If he's homosexual and this gives him no
trouble, he doesn't need to see a psychiatrist.”

The basic problem is that there are other psychiatric points
of view that were not presented in the magazine that would lead

one to a different conclusion. For instance, I am enclosing an
article written by Dr. Charles W. Socarides of the Department of

Psychiatry, Albert Einstein College of Medicine at Yeshiva s
University, entitled "Homosexuality and Medicine" and published 1in
the JAMA May 18, 1970, Vol 212, No 7. The introductory portion of

the article states:

. A



Mr. Charles Rothschild, Jr.
Page Two
December 1, 1986

"Homosexuality is a medical disorder which has reached
epidemiologic proportions; its frequency of incidence
surpasses that of the recognized major illnesses in the
nation. Homosexuality may be classified in two categories:
Obligatory (true) homosexuality and episodic homosexual
behavior. It is essential to differentiate carefully between
these types in order to determine the significance of the
disorder, its treatment, and its prognosis. This condition
is not innate or inborn but is an acquired, learned

maladaptation arising from faulty gender identity in the
earliest stages of life. Only massive childhood fears can

damage and disrupt the standard male-female pattern and
ultimately lead to the later development of obligatory
homosexuality."

In the last two paragraphs of the article the author states:

"If the homosexual is to be granted his human right as a
medical patient, issues which becloud his status should be
clarified., Above all, the homosexual must be recognized as
an individual who presents a medical problem.

"The whole issue of homosexuality must be transformed
into one more scientific challenge to medicine which has time
and again been able to alleviate the plaguing illnesses of
man. With this respected leadership on the part of the
physician, we will see a surge of support for the study and
treatment of the disorder by all the techniques and knowledge
available through the great resources and medical talent of
the United States.”

Unfortunately, this point of view was not adequately
presented in Keeping Posted. It seems to me that when an entire
magazine is devoted to the issue of homosexuality, and where there
are at least two major points of view, there should be an adequate

presentation of both.

Let me give another specific example. It iz krue that the
American Psychiatric Association Board of Trustees voted ko remove
homosexuality from the APA Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
(Second Edition, 1968--referred to as psM—-II). It is my
understanding that the cateqgory was replaced by "sexual
orientation disturbance"” and that the American Psychiatric
Association Trustees stated that homosexuality "...by itself does
not necessarily constitute a psychiatric disorder."” However,
after that position was taken by the Trustees, a substantial
number of dissenting psychiatrists signed a petition to hold a
referendum on the issue. The referendum was held with

B



Mr. Charles Reothschild, Jr.

Page Three
December 1, 1986

approximately 5,854 members supporting the Trustees' position and
3,810 voted against, with 367 abstentians. The wide split in this
memorandum was not noted for the readers of Keeping Posted. (It
is my understanding that has been a more recent change in the APA
in how it defines homosexuality.)

Commenting on the background of this controversy and the vote
that was taken by the members of the American Psychiatric
Association, Dr. Joel Klass, a trained psychoanalyst who heads
a psychiatric and psychological group in Hollywood, Florida (and
who is a cousin of mine) states that there
was great political pressure put on the American Psychiatric
Association at the time of the vote. Here is what he writes:

"It is of course ludicrous that a scientific
organization would vote on determining whether a diagnosis of
pathology is indicated for homosexuality. This only confirms
the obvious political pressure at the time the American
Psychiatric Association struggled with the issue of
homosexuality. Most psychiatric residents have minimal
training experience in treating homosexualty. In addition,
the nature of homosexuality is such that in a general
psychiatric residency training insufficient understanding
would be obtained to effectively treat this disorder.

“rhe reasonable approach in 1973, as today, would be to
refer the issue of diagnosing the degree of pathology in
homosexuality to those experts who have sufficient training
experience and effective results.

"Most research and the opinion of knowledgeable experts
consistently concludes that the disorder originates in early
childhood and is therefore not a matter of free choice for
the individual. ©Of course there are always those unusual
exceptions that may exist and that may relate to unusual
hormonal problems during gestation or genetic defects.
However, the majority of research points to the nurture and
not nature origins of homosexualty. In summary homosexualty
is not a normal variation but a maladaptive response to
abnormal circumstances in the developing child's perceptions

within the family.

"My own experience in treating this disorder is
consistent with this view. The fact that those
psychoanalysists who understand these psychodynamics obtain
significantly higher cure rates for the disorder is obviously

also convincing.”



Mr. Charles Rothschild, Jr.
Page Four
December 1, 1986

The point of all of this is that if Keeping Posted is going
to have an article on homosexuality and present "a psychiatric
view", it is very incomplete to just present a single psychiatric
view when there are basically at least two major schools of
thought which are very much different from one another. It is
also incomplete to mention the position of the APA without showing
the large minority who disagreed. (It is my understanding that
among psychoanalysts, a majority would disagree with the position
of the APA on this issue).

I think that the failure to have adequate presentation of the
point of view of Dr. Socarides in the Keeping Posted issue was
particularly regrettable in light of the fact that younger people
who might be reading the article and who might be homosexual
should know that there are significant numbers of trained people
who believe that homosexuality is a disorder that can be treated.
I know that if one of my children were homosexual, it would be
important for me to know that it would be something that could be
treated, because I believe in the long run that child would have
an opportunity to lead a happier and more productive life if he or
she were heterosexual. I also believe that this is in keeping

with the Jewish tradition.

As I previously wrote in my August 22 letter to you we
justifiably place great reliance upon our professional staff at
the UAHC who, as we all know, are people of great ability.
However, when people have thrust upon them the confidence of
others, particularly in an organization such as ours, there is a
tremendous responsibility to make certain that when important
national secular issues are presented for consideration by the
UAHC trustess, or by our member congregations, or for
consideration by our members or their children, or at annual
general assemblies, there must be adequate indepth discussion of
the facts and of the arguments pro and con. I know that the
editors of Keeping Posted have been conscious of this in the past,
and T am sure they were conscious in presenting the issue of
homosexuality. However, unfortunately, I do not think there was
as much scholarship as there should have been in putting the issue
together, and 1 think that there was a failure to present in
adequate depth some key facts and also some important alternative

opinions.




Mr. Charles Rothschild, Jr.
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I would be interest in your comments. As I did with my letter
of August 22, I am sending a copy of this letter to both Donald
Day and Matthew Ross. 7

|
&

Best regard

Daviduﬂfyﬂelin

je
Enclosures

cc: Donald Day
Matthew Ross




A e e Ty TP ey
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"Including Non-Traditional Fanilies in the Synagogue®
Sermon by Rabbi Yoel H. Kahn

Temple Brit Kodesh, Rochester New York
March, 16, 1990 - Shabbat Ki Tisah 5750

Thank you, Rabbi Miller. It's an honor to speak from this bimah. 1'd like
to thank the Rabbis of this Congregation for inviting me to speak here. 1 would
also like to express my thanks to the members of Na'im, Rochester's organization
for gay and lesbian Jews, their families and friends, under whose auspices 1
have made my trip to Rochester this weekend,

I have been asked to speak about families and inclusiveness in
synagogues. I realized as I prepared my remarks that I have certain
stereolypical images of "family ,"and 1 thought: well, where do those come from
and are they entirely true? What do Jewish sources tell us about families? So I
went back to the oldest Jewish source we have, the Bible. And what do we find
there?

Adam and Eve, the first family, have trouble putting down roots because
they are transferred by the corporation just when they are petting used to their
first home. A few verses later, the text marks the first recorded case of family
violence when one son rises up and kills the other. The first nuclear family is
not a very promising beginning.

What of the Patriarchs? Abraham, Isaae, Sarah, Hagar and Ishmael - the
first blended family. While Isaac may not have been physically harmed by his
father's desire to slay him on Mt. Moriah, according to the midrash, Sarah his
mother swooned and died when she heard the news. Nor should we overlook the
contrast between the ascent up the mountain together, so famous for the unity
between father and son, "V'valchu shneihem yachdav,” and their descent from
the mountain, separately. In fact, if vou look at the Biblical text closely. you
will see thatl lsaac never again speaks 1o his father, Abraham.

Isauc's unhappy home life as a child is repeated in his own family., Nis
Iwo sons, Jacob and Esauw, are embroiled in perpetual guarrel. His wife and son
nodngelher 1o deceive it soad ihivssrr hije S lTeir et fone



And the pattern continues, Considering his childhood background, we
should not be surprised that Isaac's son Jacob is again a poor father. The
result is intense Jealousy amongst his children, and vet another generation in
which child deceives the parent. This time, the intensity grows, as the brothers
convince Jaecob that his son Joseph has been killed - when in fact, he has
merely been sold as a slave to a passing caravan of Midianite traders. Need
must I continue? Now, of course this is a selection. We should not overlook
the many different accounts of family loyalty, filial love and martial happiness
recorded in our sacred texts. The Torah is honest, it never suggests that our
relationships are simple or free of pain or anger. The Torah's portrayal of
family life amongst the patriarchs and matriarchs is surely not prescriptive -
these are hardly the models of Jewish family and relationships which we would
wish for. But Torah is forthrightly descriptive - without covering up, it admits
to the many blemishes that familles frequently have.

What of modern families? Has anything changed so substantially in the
Intervening thousands of vears? Basic human relationships have not. I will not
quote you statistics or percentages, but we know that families in general, and
Jewish families, too, despite our continuing communal denial - have incest, know
violence, we know that Jewish men do batter their wives, that some Jewish
parents do abuse their children. Far less critically, within your own extended
family, are there perhaps parents who do not speak to children, siblings who do
not recognize each other - is there not jealousy, anger, deep disappointment?
Our ability to hurt one another has not diminished over time.

I am not here to recommend the abolishment of the family, or even to
propose radical alterations or rearrangement - however, 1 do suggest that our
discussion needs a bit more honesty. It is necessary to give up our Norman
Rockwell-like idealization of what families are and accept that the reality of
the family as a less than perfect human institution. Having done so, we will
perhaps more readily come to understand the need for and place of alternative
families,

What is different about our modern families is their composition. The
nuclear family is the core unit of relationship within which we live is a
relatively new phenomenon. The nuclear family has in fact displaced a more
ancient primary model, the extended family. When parents and children lived in
the same town or near geographical area, a person was part of a
multigenerational, multi-household network. Each person was part of both an
immediate family and also linked through extended lines of relationship to the
wider community.

In contrast, as numerous studies illustrate and our own life experience
can often attest, the modern family is characterized by mobility throughout the
life cycle. Buffeted about by the demands of corporate loyalties or employment
opportunities, few of us live as adults in the same states, let alone
communities, In which we were born.

I want to assure you that I have no nostalgia for Tevye's shtet] or the
crowded tenements of the lower East Side. [ do though believe that the concept
of the extended family needs to be recovered and consciously reestablished in
order to build and extend the family life of our community. And. I would argue,
the synagogue has a special role and opportunity to lead this campaign - In
order to strengthen our families and the synagogue jtself,
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So what did the traditional community, with its extended family structure,
have that our communities lack? It had a place for those who did not fit into
the normative definition of family. If we look at the historical record. we will
find innumerable examples of single parent families, blended families, of people
who - for whatever reason - were living alone. The traditional community found
a place for them, accepted them and took them in. I do not think that I am
suffering from romantic nostalgia if I suggest that it was more likely in a
traditional community for a single person, a widower, or a student to be
included around another family's Shabbat table, Then, just like today, such a
person was an outsider, a guest. But there also was a social contract that the
community as a whole had a responsibility to these individuals. At the
synagogue, roles and social grouping were not entirely assigned by age or
marital status. Surely these played a part - but the synagogue was also a
place where the boundaries between young and old, single and married, rich and
poor could be transcended.

So my first suggestion about how our synagogues can be more inclusive is
to resist the continual subdividing of our families. Lets' resist the trend to
provide increasingly specialized outreach and programming, ever more precisely
identifying the segments of the shul market share that we are trying to target
and instead focus our efforts on integration - elders with youth, singles with
married and all the other permutations. 1 am perfectly aware of the natural
gravitation from the members of each group to seek out their own peers, but
family by definition is not homogeneous and 1 think that we can and should
greatly resist the continual subdividing into perceived special interests and
instead seek ways to build programs and activities which are of common appeal.
For this continual spinning off into special interest sub-groups helps to
reenforce the concept that there is a single mainstream standard over here and
then all the deviants who are different. In our modern world, the extended
family - a rich mix of different ages, different households, bound together by
common history, shared commitment and ongoing interaction - need not be
organized along biological or marital lines. The synagogue can be the place of
building and common meeting for our new extended families. The activities
which are most central to the synagogue community: worship, celebration, study,
Jewish action commitment and action lend themselves to intergenerational and
interfamilial observance.

Now heterogeneous, multi-generational chavurot within the synagogue are
a beginning. Having said this, I also want to point out that it's not enough to
simply include those who have been marginalized by giving them a seat at the
seder, inviting them to our Shabbat table, or helping them to start a Chavurah,
although these are indeed worthy activities. 1 believe that a truly ineclusive
synagogue community can and should give full recognition and value to the
non-traditional families in our community and In our synagogue.

S0 who are and what are "non-traditional” families? There are blended
families in which either or both parents bring children from a previous marriage
and all are living together; there are single parent families: there are same sex
couples; and there are there are gay and lesbian single parents, gay and lesbian
couples with blological and adopted children. There are married people who are
unable = for a variety of different reasons — to have children. There are



“Including Non-Traditional Familes and the Synagogue" March 16, 1990
Rabbi Yoel H. Kahn - Temple Brit Kodesh, Rochester, New York Fage 4

people who are single.

All of these alternative families are somehow in conflict either with the
prescriptive model of our secular culture or what the Jewish tradition has
valued until now and often both, How then can the Jewish community, in
general, and synagogues in particular, respond? In recent years, we have
witnessed three different responses,

The ideal Jewish "lifestyle” most of us grew up learning about is a life-
long, heterosexual, procreative marriage with a Jewish partner. And in order to
uphold this ideal of what ought to be, rabbis and synagogues have sometimes
denied that other types of familles exist at all. All who did not fit the mold
were simply rendered invisible.

And it's not as if these alternative families are something entirely new,
They are not, they have been here all the time =throughout our history -
divorced families, blended families, single parent families, same sex families -
even if we have chosen not to see them. Only in recent years, as evidenced by
such important steps as the Reform movement's outreach program and Brit
Kodesh's own recent vote to change its definitions of synagogue membership, has
this communal denial begun to be overcome,

The second possible response offers acceptance but withholds approval.
This position admits the reality we are not all of the same cloth, not all
relatienships or family situations are the same - but the message ultimately is
one of disapproval: you cannot be a leader in the S¥nagogue or community, we
will not validate your relationship, we will not support or encourage the
stability of your commitments.

The argument in defense of this position is that if we move to explicitly
encourage or support the non-traditional family, we will be undermining what
Judaism has stood for over the generations and endanger the already precarious
position of the traditional family.

This is the position that most of my colleagues who are rabbis in the
Reform and Conservative movement hold and 1 suspect what many of you are
thinking right now. And this is where I must tell you I am in fundamental
disagreement. My disagreement is both tactical and religious.

Religiously, 1 believe that our concept of Jewish covenantal obligation
needs to be expanded. Now stay with me for a moment as I wax theological,
Just for a paragraph. Jewlish responsibility is threefold - we have obligations
Lo God, to Torah and to the people of Israel. As a Jew, 1 am committed to
Torah, as our people have understood it and as we understand it today. And
Torah, in its widest sense, is the on-going expression of our people's
relationship with God. So as an Individual Jew, I am bound by my commitments
to God, to Torah and to the people of Israel. And I speak collectively of these
together as my Jewish covenantal obligation.

The essence of covenant is relationship and commitment. Historically,
the Jewish tradition has taught that the proper expression of individual Jewlsh_
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life in the context of covenantal obligation is through heterosexual marriage
and parenting. Simply put, to be a "good Jew," this is what you have to do. 1
do not advocate the abdication of this standard. However, 1 do insist tonight
that we do not undermine it if we acknowledge this is not the only standard of
Jewish living. Not everyone Is able to meet that strict standard of covenant
obligation = can we not also affirm other standards of covenantal obligation
through which it Is possible to responsibly fulfill Jewish citlzenship and
responsibility? If at the core of covenant is Jewish commitment, Brit Kodesh,
can we acknowledge that commitment can be our ideal, that kiddushin, sacred
relationships, between people are a reflection of the kedushah, the holiness of
God, but that not evervone need express that commitment heterosexually? Can
we teach that parenting is a Jewish responsibility and that ensuring the future
is a fundamental Jewish act of faith - but that not everyone can or even
should be parents. Can we create other ways to fully assume this responsibility
= as adoptive and foster families, as teachers, god-parents, aunts and uncles,
youth workers, and dedicated synagogue volunteers. I believe that we should
continue to teach our young people that Judaism believes - and we believe -
that loving marriage is good. But we don't believe that marriage is good if it
damages the soul or the self; and for some people, the primary commitment and
loyalty in their lives will be best expressed in friendships and other
relationships. 1 am for a plurality of Jewish ideals of relationship and
covenantal commitment. So that was my theological argument. Perhaps two
paragraphs, not just one.

Let's talk about taklis (as you know the Greek tactics comes from the
Yiddish taklis. So my tactical suggestion is that this endorsement of Jewish
diversity will not erode support for the traditional family. History, tradition,
social rewards, and natural interest will lead those who are able to build
traditional families. We should not be teaching that Jewish responsibility is
abdicated by those who do not meet a single standard - instead, let us teach
that responsibility ean properly be expressed In different ways. Honorlng a
lesbian couple by having them light candles on Shabbat al our synagogue s not
going to dissuade any of our young people from heterosexual marriage:; it can be
a model for all of us though about the possibility of enduring commitments in
the face of adversity and send a message to the 10% of our children and adults
who are gay that they have a place in the synagogue. The acknowledgement
that not everyone can and should be parents will not radically alter or reduce
the birth rate in the Jewish community. It can, however, produce a generation
of healthier children who are nurtured by the entire community and who are in
life-long contact with adults outside their immediate family. Finally, the
welcoming of non-traditional families into the synagogue will help heal the rifts
between parents and children, brothers and sisters, and begin to bring back all
those who have been excluded or left out because they were made to feel
unwelcome.

The consequences of our present course in the Jewish community, the
rejection or continuing invisibility of non-traditional families will be their
continuing exclusion from the home, the family circle, the synagogue and the
Jewish community. Told that they have no place, these words become then
self=fulfilling prophecy when the family members - old and young — are made to
feel unwelcome and find themselves cut off from family, tradition and
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community., What else can we expect from them? Mel with coldness and
rejection, what Kind of strength of commitment is necessary for these people to
return and none-the-less cling to Torah and Judaism, despite the rejection they
have known.

This week's Torah portion, Ki tisah, begins with the words, Ki tisah et
rosh adat b'nai Yisrael, "When you take take a census of the Israelite people...
Now the Hebrew phrase, Ki tisah, is not just "count,” which the English word
census suggests to us; it literally means "when you lift up the heads of the
people of Israel" to see who is numbered amongst them, for to be numbered
amongst the people of Israel is to have one's head lifted up. May the day yet
come when all of our families can proudly lift their heads and be fully
numbered amongst the people and household of Israel. Ken vehi ratzon. So may
it be. Amen.
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e TS T Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut -
Holy Blossom Temple
1950 Bathurst Street
Toronto, Ontario
M5P 3K9 CANADA
Dear Gunther:
I think we need to put our heads together on the matter of
the article on homosexuality in the Leviticus Commentary.
e —
I want to share with you my most recent communication from
Dr. Rankin. I am also enclosing all the other communica-
tions I have received on the subject. 1 would appreciate
it very much if you would telephone me after you've had a
chance to digest the material.
Having just re-read the essay, I think that some changes
of nuance might be appropriate. However, the essence of
the Bamberger essay should stand. Rankin's suggestion re
the three psychiatrists is intriguing.
e“.{}&ﬁi;gﬁ{gﬁ With warm fond wishes to you and Elizabeth.

Pnrdia11y,
=2 )
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\ﬂabbi”ﬂennardih? Schoolman
Director of Program

LAS: jh
Encl.

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schind1ervff
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April 5, 1984

Dr. Robert M. Rankin, President e
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav

Post Office Box 5640

San Francisco, CA 94101

Dear Mike:

Thanks very much for your letter of March 5 and for the prayer books
which you so graciously sent to me.

I regret my delay in responding to you, but I am now without a
secretary. Unfortunately, the weekend of May 18, 19 and 20 is the
Annual Spring Board meeting of the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations. This is a command performance for me. Therefore, I
regret very much that I will not be able to participate in the
dedication of your new synagogue.

I expect to be in San Prancisco in the course of the summer. Hope-
fully, I will be able to find the time to visit your congregation
at that point. Morrie Hershman will have my schedule, and will be
able to make the arrangements for me.

The various revisions of the Torah Commentary essay on homosexuality
are out to readers, and their comments are now coming back. As you
might have expected all of the responses are not what we would like

to hear, I will have to sift through them, and show you a revised
essay, This will be done in the next several weeks.

With warm good wishes,

Cordially,

Rabbi Leonard A, Schoolman -
Director of Program

cc: Rabbi Morris M. Hershman



SHAAR ZAHAV

P.0.BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO,CA 94101
PHONE (415) 621-2871

CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE

March 5, 1984

Rabbi Leonard Schoolman "
Director of Program

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

New York, H.X.

Dear Rabbi Schoolman:

On behalf of the Board and officers of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav, I would like

to invite you to attend and participate in the dedication of our new synagogue,

The dedication and celebration will begin on Priday evening, May 18, with a

special Shabbat service, and will continue throughout the weekend. On Sunday

the 20th the "main event" will include a speech by Mayor Feinstein and participaticn
by a number of local dignitaries, including Rabbi Hershman. We'd like to

have you take part in that event as well, if there is a chance you can be

in San Prancisco at that time.

We're sending out invitations listing the names of participants , and we'll

need to know who is coming by March 19th. If you could let me know by then,
I'd appreciate it. Having you here would be a big plus for us, and as clear
2 message of Union support as there could possibly be.

Meanwhile, all is well with the Congregation. We begin to interview some
of the applicants for the position of rabbi in the next few weeks, and with
a little mazel we'll have that person hired and on board by this summer.

I'll be looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

ke

Robert M. Rankin, M.D.
President, Congregation Sha'ar Zahav

cc Rabbi Hershman



Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Jogh:

I do see your point now, and I, too, would not want the Union or
the CCAR to endorse a preferved (or pampered)

life style. m:j%mmmmm
congregants "brother and sister Jews" constitutes such an endorsement.
It certainly was not the intention.

I do appreciate your taking the time and trouble to articulate your
view on most of the specifics you mention. I do agree with you.

With warm regards, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindlexr
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WASHINGTON,D.C.200I1& + (202] 362-7100

JOSHUA O HABERMAN, DL M, L.,
Senior Rabbi

September 26, 1985

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Alex,

You either didn't see my point or did not
want to see it.

The Biennial reference to Jewish homosexual
"brothers and sisters" is altogether exceptional. It
singles them out in terms suggesting a favorite people
status. Previous Biennial programs express concern
and solidarity with various groups of Jews: Israeli
Jews, Soviet Jews and, I believe, also Ethiopian Jews.
But, to my knowledge never did any of our previcus pro-
grams refer to any of them as "brothers and sisters."
This exceptional reference to homosexuals is puzzling.

So, what's my point? Many of our constituency,
myself included, share a deeply human concern for the
plight of homosexuals. There is need for understanding,
sensitivity and even legal protection of their civil
rights. So far, I am sure, we have a near consensus.

But there is a very real difference among us as
to our moral and religious judgment on homosexuality,
on matters of public policy and especially congregat-
ional policy with regard to homosexuals. I am not
prepared to concede that homosexuality is a perfectly
normal option and morally eguivalent to heterosexuality.
For example, I can see justification in certain restrict-
ions on homosexuals (to mention only one example: I would
not like to see homosexuals appointed as Boy Scout
leaders). I have grave doubts about the wisdom of
separating Jewish homosexuals in special homosexual
congregations. I am vehemently opposed to the consecrat-
ion of homosexual®marriages’by any rabbi or synagogue and,
therefore, suspicious of anything that looks like a trend
in that direction.
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
- September 26, 1985
Page 2
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cur rabbinic colleagues in the Qonference how far

I believe before we are swept off our thinking égl
feet by a tide of do-goodism, we should consult with d§i§§\

"

we want to move from a toleration of homosexuality

as private preference to an official and public BQF
endorsement of homosexuality by our movement. The '-{ 'Q
reference to homosexual Jews as "brothers and sisters," X\ SN

because of its exceptional nature, implies more than Ei
toleration, more than acceptance. It suggests full ~4 é?
approval, even a pampering commendation. To this I é;“ EP

object. I hope you see my point.

With best greetings and good wishes for the New

SN«
Year, dﬁ L"’-”‘§S
._hs ever, &} \§ [‘1\

— 30
N\

Joshua ©. Haberman

JOH:bg

N
cc: Mr. Albert Vorspan 1“;1 é§\




September 17, 1985

Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman

Washington Hebrew Congregation
Massachusetts Avenue at Macomb, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Josh:

As I take it, the Biennial workshop is to deal with the

problems of Jewish homosexuals. Indeed, the participants

will be members of our several synagogues whose membership ~
is made up predominantly of Jggjsh gays. I hope this an- i
swers your question.

A1l the best for the Mew Year.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Mr. Albert VYorspan




WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION

Massachusetis Avenue and Macomb Straet, N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C.200I16 « [202] 362-7100

JOSHUA O HABERMAN, D, H.L
Seniar Rabbi 'Vc'

September 12, 1985 (5
N

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Ov/fh‘
President o B
Union of American Hebrew Congregations X M J},;
838 Fifth Avenue 1};f Y

New York, N.Y. 10021 il

Dear Alex,

A recent program outline of the forthcoming
biennial in Los Angeles lists a workshop entitled
"Toward an Understanding of Our Homosexual EBrothers
and Sisters." I am puzzled. Many previous biennials
dealt with the problems of deprived or underprivileged
groups, but never before have we referred to such
victims as "brothers and sisters.” During the civil
rights struggle we did not refer to victimized blacks as
our black "brothers and sisters." We never referred to
the unemployed, or poor, or orphans, or widows, etec., who
all merit our sympathy, as our "brothers and sisters."

Why all of a sudden this unusual accentuation of
our concern for homosexuals?

I have no objection at all to consideration of
the civil rights or spiritual or moral problems of
homosexual Jews. However, must we turn them into the
darlings of the UAHC? Aren't we overdoing it?

Best regards,

As ever,

oshua 0. Haberman

JOH :bg 7S
Enclosure Ny '
\\ AA

cc: Albert Vorspan
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Please Help Us to Plan Better For You Amne
There are about 40 workshops, seminars and Torah sessions on Thursday and Friday. The Century Plaza

Hotel has many rooms of varying sizes: By indicating on this sheet which sessions you plan to attend,
you will help us to assign a room of sufficient size for each program.

To facilitate registration, please complete.

I shall arrive in Los Angeles on (day) at approximately (time)
on (airline)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31: (Check If You Plan to Attend)

1:30 to Field Trip to Emanuel and Stephen 5. Wise Day Schools O
5:00 p.m.

2:00 to Study Kallah at HUC-JIR, Los Angeles (A variety of themes led by faculty).

7:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m. First Timers Dessert and Coffee. O
8:00 p.m. Special Pre-Biennial Conferences

[If you check one of these boxes, we will send you full background material. This
constilutes your pre-registration commitment.)

a] Case Studies in Medical Ethics.

b} Coping with Synagogue Change.

c) Seminar on Estate and Tax Legislation.

d) Establishing a Certification Program for Reform Mohalim—Ilimited to

physicians and rabbis. 1 am a rabbi

I am a physician.___
[indicate specialty)

e] NFTB/|JCS Programming Seminar

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1:

0oafoo

O

8:30 a.m.,
OPENING PLENARY SESSION
Addresses by
Mayor TOM BRADLEY, City of Los Angeles
Chairman CHARLES J. ROTHSCHILD, JR., UAHC Board of Trustees

10:00 a.m. to Focus on Current Issues
12 Noon f) Insights into Youth Suicide.
g) Cults & Missionaries.
h} Programming for Interfaith Couples (Affiliated and unaffilioled, parents of
—_— - couples, pre-college students of interfaith couples). _
. i) Toward an Understanding of Our Homosexual Brothers and Sisters.
" AL A
i} Can a Modern Reform Jew Pray?
k) Responding to our College Students Meeds. -
1) Israei Opportunities and Aliyah Seminar (Reform Kibbutzim, Har Chalutz,
Youth Israel programs, Aliyah, Religious Pluralism).

12 Noon to Lunch for Presidents of Medium Size Congregations (250-899 member units).
1:30 p.m. [Further details wjl! follow.)

O 0O QOdd EI.__\DDEI
%
e

12 Noon to Lunch for Presidents of Small Congregations.
1:30 p.m. [Further details will follow.)
Please indicate size: Members:121-249 [  Under 120 0J



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1: (continued)

10 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.

1:45 to
5:00 p.m.

1:45 to
5:00 p.m.

1:45 to
3:15 p.m.
AND
3:30 to
5:00 p.m.

S3LVLS QILINN
FHL NI
a3nww i
AHWSS3IOAN
39¥LS0d ON

Presidents of Large Congregations [900 + )
[Including lunch. Further details will follow.)

Curriculum Implementation Workshop
My congregation uses NEW curriculum____
My congregation does NOT yet use NEW curriculum

Leadership Development Seminar.
My congregation has had a UAHC Leadership Seminar

Leadership Workshops

Youth a Israel Programming

Parenting Programs O Responding to Disabled Needs
Finance (Medium Size Congregations) [ Caring Community

Programming for Small Congregations [] Programming for Senior Members
Special Education ] Day School Seminar

(i 11 L

PEEE—LZ00T AN "f10% mapn
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Name

Congregation

Your Address

City/State/Zip

PLEASE TAPE HERE

i
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Medical Center 4150 Clement Street
San Francisco CA 94121

Vete:_'aps
Administration

In Reply Refer To:
April 19, 1984

Rabbi Leonard Schoolman
Director of Program
UAHC

New York, N.Y.

Dear Leonard:
Many thanks for your nice letter.

I'm sorry you can't make it to the Dedication, but I certainly
understand. Unfortunately, the same conflict is making it
necessary for me to miss the first Biennial Program Committee
meeting. I sent my apologies to Paul and Iris.

I do hope you can get to San Francisco this summer or early fall;
we'd love to have you at one of our services. TI'll coordinate
your schedule with Morrie.

As for the "not entirely positive" comments on the homosexuality
section for the Torah Commentary, I'm not at all surprised.
First of all, it's not a perfect document and it certainly can
be improved.

second, I'm under no illusion that everyone is understanding

and empathetic, no matter how supportive the Union is. Even
here in San Francisco, a liberal, young, progressive Rabbi can
deliver a sermon which would have the Rev. Jerry Falwell grinning
from ear to ear! Robert Kirschner, assistant Rabbi at Emanu El,
did that just last Shabbat. And wouldn't you know that was the
Congregation I would choose to worship with that Saturday!

We both know how complex this topic of homosexuality is. One
can't speak of it intelligently without considering both the
theological and scientific aspects. I'm hoping the thecologians
among you will take a really creative approach. Since we now know
that homosexuality is neither a disease nor a conscious choice
(except in the sense that one can choose to be sexually active
with a same sex partner or celebate), there is a wonderful
opportunity to say something significant about relationships,

from a modern religious perspective.

o



A Medical Center 4150 Clement Street
/‘ i ' San Francisco CA 94121

‘“ Veterans

Administration

In Raply Refer To:
i

As a psychiatrist I can tell you that when two people pair off,
the relationship can be nourishing, loving, supportive, and
sustaining--or it can be exploitative and toxic. That 1is

true in both gay and non-gay relationships, and religion
certainly should have something meaningful to say about it.

No one could rightfully challenge a religious perspective which
demands that relationships be monogamous, loving, and long lasting
(though many would challenge it).

If your committee of reviewers decides simply to restate the
Leviticus passages, then Reform Judaism will have missed a golden
opportunity, and in the thinking of sophisticated people will have
lost credibility in this area. The Union will be viewed as the
Roman Catholic Church is viewed on the issue of birth control--as
largely irrelevant.

If the final draft simply reflects the traditional position, then
that, I think, is simply bad theolcgy. For that we can turn to

the Orthodox theologians. But if it reflects bad science, an outdated
theory that clinicians, sociologists and anthropologists have long
since moved beyond, then it is a more serious matter. I think that
would be embarrasing for the Union.

For that reason, 1'd strongly suggest you consult the three men
whose names I include with this letter. All three are former
presidents of the American Psychiatric Association, all are
heterosexual, all are Jewish, and all have written extensively
on the subject. You can trust their objectivity and knowledge
far more than you can trust mine.

I hope the Board meeting goes well, and again, I'm looking forward
to showing off our happy little group of feigeles when you're
in San Francisco.

B'Shalom,

“nle
Mike Rankin, M.D., President
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav

F

p.s.: The Los Angeles Congregati;i asked that I pass their

comments on to you, which I do hexykin. PL1;#*‘”
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Medical Center 4150 Clement Street
San Francisco CA 94121

Veterans
Administration

In Reply Refer To:

Psychiatric Consultants in the Field of Homosexuality

Dr. Judd Marmor

10889 Wilshire Blvd.
Suite 909

Los Angeles, Ca. 90024
213-223-2512

Dr. Alfred Freeman

New York Medical College
valhalla, NY 10595
914-347-5360

Dr. John Speigel
Brandeis University
Heller Building--Room 105
Waltham, Mass. 02154



RABBI A. STANLEY DREYFUS

Rabbinical Plocement Commission
21 East 40th Street
Mew York, NY 10016
(212) 684-4990

March 20, 1984

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

Kew York, NY 10021

Dear Leonard:
Thank you for your invitation to comment on the proposed

revision of the section on homosexual behavior in the
Torah Commentary.

I am enclosing several suggested revisions of the revision h.- A "-*v_;.,.,;f,; J;‘...h ,,"' AN e P
submitted by Dr. Robert M. Rankin and his colleagues. Dol L TS

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

ASD:b£ ] -

¢c: Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut

el F AT ) gt By I iy el |
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Paragraph 1, line 1 --retain the original "absolute condemnation."
There is nothing “apparent" about it.

line 8: Euhliclg

Paragraph 3, line 4 --delete comma after 1974

lines 5-10 --delete from "Dr. Judd Marmor...discrimination."
Paragraph 6, lines 4-5 --delete the sentence "Nor are they...the other."
Paragraph 8, line 4 --after "women and men." add, from paragraph 3,
"As Dr. Judd Marmor, past president of the American Psychiatric Association, writes in

his book Homosexual Behavior: a Modern Reappraisal, 'The vast majority of homosexual

men and women ask only to be accepted as human beings and allowed to live their own
lives free of persecution or discrimination.' Yet to the extent that homosexual
activity represents a conscious choice, then the heterosexual Jewish communit},
while respecting the freedom of men and women to select their personal life-styles,
is equally free to express its disapproval of practices which violate Jewish sexual

morality as Jews have historically understood it."



Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman February 7, 1984
Torah Commentary Advisory Committee
Rabbl W, Gunther Plaut; Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler

THIRD PRINTING OF COMMENTARY

I am pleased to inform you that the Torah Commentary is doing so well that
we are now ready to think about a third printing. In this new printing,
we are eager to make those corrections which are necessary. We are also
adding the cantillation notes,

Therefore:

1. If you have any corrections, please let me have them immediately,

2. | was visited by representatives of the association joining together
those congregations which are primarily homosexual. They felt certaln
nuances of Bernard Bamberger's essay on homosexuality were lnappropriate.

| invited them to suggest changes, without making any commitments to use
their material.

Attached are Mike Rankin's letter of transmittal and the revised essay.
May | have your views at the earlliest possible time.

Thanks and good wishes,
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SHA'AR ZAHAV

P.0.BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO,CA 94101
PHONE (415) 621-2871

CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE
February 2, 1984

Rabbi Leonard Schoolman o
Director of Program

Union of American Hewbrew Congregations

New York, N.Y.

Dear Rabbi Schoolman:

As you requested, my colleagues and I have prepared a revision of the section
on homosexuality wiitten by:Rabbi Bamberger for the first edition of the
TORAH COMMENTARY.

The revision is approximately the same length as the original, and much
of what Rabbi Bamberger wrote has been retained. We have removed those
lines which contained inaccurate information, or which were ocffensive

in tone. And we have added information which will bring the piece up to
date with current scientific thinking on homosexuality.

Since the original bibliography will not be altered, we included the title
of Dr. Marmor's book in the text. It is the volume most used in teaching

health professionals about homosexuality, and is a fine reference for the

general public as well.

We would be most interested in following the process through to publication.
Specifically, I'd be happy to discuss the piece with your editorial board
if they have questions or concerns.

Thanks very much, Leonard, for allowing us the opportunity to make these
all important changes. This seems to me to be another indication of the
fairness and support we have come to expect from the Union.

B'sShalom

Juke

Robert M. Rankin, M.B.,
President, Congregation Sha'ar Zahav

cc: Rabbis Hershman, Thal, Mardexr
Dr. Cooper, Dr. Tom Johnson,
Mr. Freier.



REVISION OF SECTION' CN HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR

a

§. HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR

Far more controversial, from the medern standpoint, is the apparent condemnation
of sexual relations between males (18:22)=--conduct for which the death penalty is
prescribed (20:13) (21). We have no record of a death sentence for this crime being
carried out under Jewish auspices. BApparently, Christian courts executed some persons
for scdomy during the Middle Ages. Up to the present, persons who commit homosexual
acts are subject to severe prison sentences in many countries, including some parts
of the United States--even in the case of consenting adults. A number of homosexuals
were publically executed in Iran in recent years.

Until recently, homosexuality, especially among males, has been regarded with
horror as unnatural, perverted, and degenerate, wherever the Jewish-Christian gutloock
prevailed. The first public change of attitude in the western world was voiced chiefly
by psychiatrists who called for greater compassion toward homosexuals.

In his famous 1935 letter to the concerned mother of a homosexual man,

Sigmund Freud wrote, "Homoss -ality is assuredly no advantage, but it is nothing

to be ashamed of, no vice, N0, degredation, it cannot be classified as an illness",

In 1974, the American Psychiatric Association deleted the term "homosexuality"

from the official list of mental illnesses. Dr. Judd Marmor, past president of the
American Psychiatric Association, writes in his book HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR: A MODERN
REAPPRAISAL, "There is no doukt that ultimately an enlightened and ciwvilized society
must rid itself of its homophobic fears and prejudices. The wvast majority of homosexual
men and women ask only to be acceprted as human beings and allowed to live their own lives
free of persecution or discriminatiocn.”

The summary and rigid condemnation of homosexual conduct found in the Hebrew
Bible ({22) will leave many modern readers dissatisfied., Whether the time has come
to re-think owr attitudes toward homosexual relationships is still debated. The subject
is difficult to deal with both because of the strong emotions it rouses, and because:
our understanding of the matter is far from complete. The following statements, however,
are probably reliable.

In many cultures there has been little or no objection to homosexual behavior.
The ancient Egyptians condemned it (23) but it was widespread among the Greeks.

In the Athens of Pericles and Plato, love affairs between teenage boys and older men
were frequent and were even considered beneficial for the intellectual and moral
development of the younger party. Even in societies that officially ban such practices,
they occur more freguently than former generations supposed--or at least admitted.
Homosexual behavior has often been noted ameong lower animals as well. The extent of
homosexual activity in a given time or place is conditioned partly by social factors.
It iz more common where members of the opposite sex are not readily available,

The reason for this is that most people cannot be sharply separated into two catEgarles
They can respond to either hetercsexual or homosexual stimulation. The exclusively
heterosexual and the exclusively homosexual represent extremes; but, as a rule,

people are predominantly one or the other.

We do not really know why some people have a predominantly homosexual
orientation. There is no known physioclogical or biochemical distinction between
heterosexual and homosexual persons. Homosexual men and women are rarely identifiable
by the stereotypical behavior once attached to them. Nor are they more likely than
the general population to exhibit neurotic symptems or traits.

There does not appear to be any successful technique by which a homosexual
orientation can be transformed into a heterosexual one, and mental health professionals
rarely attempt it.

Our greatest needs at present are to gain more knowledge on the subject,
knowledge which is sought objectively and without prejudice; and to insure that
individual reactions to this admittedly sensitive subject do not result in the denial
of simple justice and fairness for homosexual women and men.
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Rabbi Robert |. Kahn D.H.L.,D.D.
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Congregation Emanu El

1500 Sunse Boulevard
Dear Leonard, Housson, Teass 77008

Mnsmsm

| have read the letter and enclosure from Mike Rankin.
I take no exception to the revision he has submitted. (I
believe that the word "publically" is a misprint).

Yours,

N/
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March
Seventh
1984

Dear Lenny,

iy -

)

fi i

I have read the suggestions for the revision
of the segment on homosexual behaviour, and have the
following comments.

A footnote ought to be inserted stating
something like this: This section has been somewhat
revised from the author's original text to reflect current
thinking on the subject.

Line one, the word "apparent" is unacceptable,
If a word of lesser punch than "absolute" is wanted, I

suggest outright.

End of first paragraph, omit the reference to
Iran and instead add: but in Canada, homosexuality has
been removed from the criminal code.

Paragraph two, line two, after the words
"Jewish Christian" add "or Muslim".

Paragraph five. At the end of line nine,
after the word available, the subsequent part of the
sentence written by Dr. Bamberger has been omitted. However,
what Dr. Bamberger had to say represents - as far as I can
determine - incontrovertible fact. I rather think that
those who revise the text thought the words "more permissive”
to be offensive and I, therefore, suggest that after the word
available, yvou continue as follows: "and where prevailing
standards allow for it".

The last paragraph is really the important one
and I would be willing to go with it.

One other ceorrection: in paragraph three I
would leave out the words "in his book Homosexual Behawviour:
A Modern Reappraisal". Freud's source is also not guoted
and there is no reason to give the Marmor reference in detail.

HoLy BLossoM TEMPLE - 1950 BATHURST STREET - TORONTO MSBP 2KS, OnTario



PAGE 2.

Rabbi Leonard Schoolman March
Seventh
1984

On the whole I think the adjustments are fair

and very acceptable, but I repeat that in the first line

LT e the substitution of the word "apparent" for "absolute" is
Eae bk not acceptable. The condemnation of the Torah is not =

apparent, it is in fact outright.

On another matter: I am glad that the title
page of the Commentary will have the additional listing
"gdited by W. Gunther Plaut". I saw a note by Alex which
suggested that I be listed as Editor in Chief; I rather
think the simple "edited by" will more than suffice.

Por the last few years I have sent regular
corrections to Stuart, and I trust they will be incorporated.

With cordial regards.

. 1’_-:“
C lfun e
%,

WGP:hk

Rabbi Lecnard Schoolman,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.

10021, U.S5.A.
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE —JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

Cincinnati = New York » Los Angeles * Jerusalem

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE » CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220-2488
[513) 2231-1875

February 14, 1984

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman

Union of America Hebrew Congregations
838 5th Ave.

New York, NY 10021

Dear Lennie:

Congratulations on the publication success of the Torah Commentary. While we
others have directed our concern elsewhere, you continue loyally and energet-
ically. Therefore, these congratulations are due to nobody but to you.

I have nothing to contribute to the homosexual question, but by the same token
I have nothing against the proposed revisions.

Best regards,

Lt -~

e

Matitiahu Tsevat

MT/bah



Memorandum

HEBREW UNION CGLLEGE-]EWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
Brookdale Center « One West 4th Street, New York, N.Y. 10012 « (212) 674-5300

2/14/84
To: Rebbki OSchoolman
From: H.M.Orlinsky

e th@ propece ed revision of Bernie Bamberger's
# 5 on "Homosexual Zehavior"

(1) Whatever changes may be introduced in Bamberger's iexty-unless
they should end up bheing essentiully minor--shpuld be clearly indicated
as not his. It is manifestly unfair to attribute *o him what he did

not say, and it is not easy to for us to decide whether he would have
agreed to the changes had he remained among the living to this day.

(2) I find it very difficult to compare the two versions in the form

that you sent them out. Why not reproduce Bamberger's text mXmmm of

this section, mith wide margins, and indicate at each place the changes
that are being proposed. In this way, it will be clear at once exactly
vhat is involved. ?He began some time ago to do this in the changes being
Erupnﬂeﬂ in the RSV, because the old way--the way you novw have it--was
Iror many points of view too difficulx.

I have some opinions in tkre matter; but I £ot tired trying to

£ es
ollow the texts at each peint, Cordially, M
[’T R <

mﬁg;gfw;ﬂ;‘ﬂrﬁwM,;,_Q;._\._ﬁ..;-;, S G ok = ﬂ i iy : ﬁ‘i;, :1:-._._-5::_}?%;!: i'._;r A -"_-'_'_Zu‘,_'.'.'_ i



TEMPLE
ISRAEL

Longwaod Avenue and Plymouth Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02215
Telephone 617-566-3960

Raser Bernard H, Mehlman

14 February 1984
11 Adar 5744

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Leonard:

I am in receipt of your memorandum of February 7 concerning the
Torah Commentary. I have read over the section of the essay by Rabbi
Bernard Bamberger and the proposed revisiom by Dr. Michael Rankin et.
al.

The Rankin essay, while in general an improvement over the Bam-
berger piece, presents me with certain serious questions. In para-
graph 1, the revision uses the word apparent/apparently in the opening
three sentences. I find that use of the term inappropriate and inac-
curate. There is no "apparent" condemnation or there is not "apparently"
the fact that Christian courts executed certain people for sodomy during
the middle ages. These are not apparent/apparently true, they are,
fortunately or unfortunately factual. The Bible does condemn sexual
relations between males, and Christian courts did execute some people
for sodomy during the middle ages. In that same paragraph, I am unsure
of what purpose the final sentence concerning execution of homosexuals
in Iran bears teo our subject. I understand, of course, that it makes
matters more current and therefore seemingly more appropriate. One of
my greatest objections in rereading the Bamberger piece is precisely
to those places where he has made remarks which have a time-bound
character. They make the essay that he wrote stilted and dated. Will
the addition of that sentence in the Rankin piece stick out as dated
five years from now?

My most serious complaint about Bamberger and Rankin is there
invocation of the words of Sigmund Freud. There seems to be a need
on the part of all moderm writers who deal with psychological issues
to invoke the name of the great master, Freud. One knows that one
can guote scripture for whatever end one chooses. It seems that one
can gquote Freud for whatever point of view one wants to express, I
am not an expert in the writings of Freud. I think, however, there
iz a problem when both those expressing opposition to homosexuality
and those attempting to destigmatize it invoke his name, I would



Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman
14 February 1984
Page 2

prefer us to steer away from such usages. If we don't keep our dis-
tance from that, then this portion of the essay should be submitted to
several independent psychiatric experts for some sort of "Din Torah."
In paragraph six, I find the lanpuapge of the second sentence much -
superior to Bamberger's, "no identifiable glandular disturbances .
involved," but in the same paragraph, of the Rankin revision, I am
not sure that the sentence "nor are they more likely than the general
population to exhibit neurotic symptoms or traits," is absolutely
correct. I think that there are enumerable symptoms and traits

which devolve to the homosexual person, particularly those who
have not "come out of the closet."

In general, I would suggest that the section which has been
revised should be reconsidered and appropriately edited. I fur-
ther suggest that the revised section be read by several readers
including several psychiatrists. Perhaps it should also be sub-
mitted to Dr. Judd Marmor, who is listed as the writer of the
work Homosexual Behavior: A Modern Reappraisal. It seems to
me most important that we issue in our commentary a statement
that is spiritually understanding, but also medically sound.

I shall consider the other question you put to us in the
memorandum and will forward any suggestions that I have. 1
do heartily endorse the adding of cantillation notes to the
Hebrew text, which would be a wonderful addition to the commentary.

With best personal regards,

Fondly,

bi Bernard H. Mehlman

BHM/1jm



BETH CHAYIM CHADASHIM

: . MEMBER UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
Iaﬁ_,?\ _ ' 6000 WEST PICO BOULEVARD ® LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA90035 e (213) 931-7023

AL

February 28, 1984

Rabbl Leonard Schoolman

Dirsctor of Frogram

Union of American Hebrew Congregatlons

€38 Fifth Avenue c
New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Rabbl Schoolman:

Enclosed is a copy of my congregation's suggestions for re-
vising the sectlion of homosexuality written by Rabbl Eamberger
for the first edition of tha Commentary on the Torah. We are in
substantial agreement with tha revisions that have been fanarded
to you by Dr. Rankin of Sha'ar Zahav. Indeed, we used the Sha'ar
Zzhav revisions as the basis for our dlscussion. The format of
the revisions I am sending you differs from that of Sha'ar Zahav,
hoﬂever. Since much of what we have to say would duplicate what
Sha'ar Zahav has already said, I thought it might be useful to
the eidtorial committee to have a sentence by sentence breakdown,
indicating clearly the passages that our congregations would like
to see deleted, thnae they would like to see retained (E.C.C,.
disagrees with Sha'ar Zahav on the passage at the top of pa
of my breakdown), and those they would like to see altered %again,
B.C.C. would like to sce alteraticna in a couple of passages that
apparently were acceptable to Sha'ar Zahav--one on page 2 and two
on page 3 of the enclosed). We agree additions suggested by the
San Franelisco congregation, and we have added a couple of our own:
on2 that makes reference to the resclution passed by the General
Assembly of the U.A.H.C. in 1977 (page 2) and one that points up
the new attitude toward homosexuality that has been taken by
psychotherapists in recent years. The thrust of all of these
suggested changes 1s to present a more positive, up-beat attitude
toward homosexuallty than that expressed by Dr. Bamberger.

I appreciate your willingness to consider these revisicns,
and I hope you will keep us informed of the dicision of the
editorial committee regarding them.

d // Sincerely,
/
o ,Laii?__{///,(-?'u{_.ﬁ
= /J« Thomas Johnson
; | President
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A sentence by eentence treakdown of the revisions of the section on
homosexual behavior suggested by congregations Sha'ar Za'hav and Beth
Chayim Chadashim.

5. HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR
Alter original (SZ)

Far more controversial, from the modern standpoint, 18 the apparent
condemnation of sexual relations between males (15:22)--conduct for which
the death penalty ie presecribed (20:13) [21].

netaln originel

.We have no record of a death sentence for thle crime belng carried out
under Jewieh auspices. Apparently, Chrietlan courts executéd-some persons
for sodomy during the iiddle Ages

The committee at E.C.Cs
suggested that the following sddition
by S.2. be verifled before inclusion.

and at least one extreme fundamentallet group continues to advocate thie
punishment today.

Alter original (SZ)

Up to the present, persone who commlt homesexual acte are subject to
gavere prison sentences in many countries, including eome parte of the
United States==even in the case of consenting adults.

Retain original

Until recently, homosexuality, especially smong males, has been
regarded with horror as unnatural, perverted, and degenerate wherever
the Jewish=Christian outlook préveiled. The first public change 6°f
attitude in the western world was volced chlefly by psychiatriste who
called for greater compassion toward homosexuals.

Dalete original

Such persons, 1t was argued, are not criminal but sick; according to
Freud, they are examples of arrested emotional=-sexual development.
ihey require treatment rether than punishment.

Eut in the last few years, homosexuals have been identifying themsslves
as such, inetead of trying to conceal their "infirmity." They have demanded
ean end to percecution end diescrimination. They have inslsted that adults
who find homosexual relationshipe phyeically and emotionally satisfying
have every right to enter into them. In some instances, they have called
for legal and religious recognitlion of homosexual "marriage, In many
caces, this homosexual revolt has been associated wlith other rebellions
ageinet the established order, including women's libaratiﬂq, ?ﬁrloua
racial movements, and some left-wing groupe. Some of the "gay" literature
seeme to imply a claim of supériority, suggesting that homosexuals are
more seneltive, creative, and epirituslly advanced than hetercsexuals.



Add to original (SZ)

In his famous 1935 letter to the concernad mother of a homosexual man,
Freud wrote, "Homosexuality is esesuredly no advantage, but 1t is

nothing to be ashamed of, no vice, no degradation, it cannot be
clessified as an illness.”" In 1574, the Amsrican Fsychlatrlic Assoclation
deleted the term "homosexuality" from the official 1list of mental
illnesses, DLUr. Judd Yarmor, former president of the American Zsychlatric
Association, writes in the introduction to his HOHCSZXUAL EELHAViCR3

A MCDZEN REAZPRAISAL, "lhere is no doubt that ultimately an enlightened
and civilized society must rid itself of 1ts homophobie fears and
prejudices. The vast majority of homosexual men and women ask only to

bte accepted as human teinge and allowed to live their own lives free of
persecution or discrimination.” :

In 1977 the General Assembly of ths U. A. lis Cuo overwhelmingly
adopted a resolution oproering such discrimination and, as of thls
vriting, thsre are three congregations in the U. A. He Ce which
primarily serve the homosexunl Jewish community.

Retain original

The summary and rigld condemnation of homosexual conduct found in
the Hebrew Bible [22] will lsave many modern readers diesatisfled.

Alter original (BeC.C.)

Ferhaps the time haes come to re-think our attitudes toward homosexual
relationships.

Alter original (SZ)

The subject ie difficult to deal with btoth becauss of the emotions 1t
rouses and because our understanding of the matter is far from complete.

Retaln originel

The following statements, however, ars probably reliable:

In many cultures there has been little or no objection to homosexual
behevior. 7The ancient Egyptians condemned it (23], but it was wldespread
emong the Greeks. 1n the Athens of Fericles and rlato, love affairs
tetween teenege boys and older men were fflequent and were even considered
benaficial for the intellectual and moral development of the younger
party. Z=ven in societies that officlally ban such practicss, they
ceccur more freguently than former gensrations supposed--or, at least,
ﬂ'-ﬁ.m:.t“d -

2



Delete original (E.C.C.0

'‘Homosexual behavior hse often been noted among lower animals as well.
The extent of homosexual activity in a given time or place 1l#8 condi=-
tioned largely by social factore. It is more common where members of
the opposite sex are not readily avallable and whore prevaliing
standards are more psrmissive.

Retain original

The resson for this 1s that most people cannot bersharply separated
into two categories. They can respond to elther heterosaxual or
homosexual stimulation.

Alter original (B.C.C.)

To be exelueively heterocsexual or exclusively honosexual is relatively
rare; bui, &8 a rule, people are predominantly one or the other.

Alter original (SZ)

We do not really know why some people have & predominantly
homosexual orientation. llo known glandulardisturbance 1s involved.

Delete original

Homosexuals are not necessarily effeminate in appearance and manner;
nor do they dlsplay any consisten or significant pattern of abnormallty
in other respects. The Freudian theory of arrested emotional devel-
opnent seems to fit some cases, but not all. In some instances,
homogsexuality appears to have resulted from maternal domination and

the absence of a vigorous father figure; but some homosexuels inslst
they were such from earliest childhood. TIThe =fTfaort to trznsforn

Add to orlginal (SZ)

Homosexual men and women are rarely ldentifiable by th: swereotypical
behevior sonce atiached to them. Nor are they more likely than the
general population to exhiblt neurotic symptome or tralts.

Alter original (E.C.C. revision of SZ)

The effort to traneform homosexuale into heterosexuals by psycho=-
therapy has rarely been successful, and attemgts by mental health
professionals to effect such "transformations" are becoming lem and
less frequsnt.

Delete original

Most perplexing, shocking, and pathetic are the occasional cases of
married men with chlldren who are arrested for molesting little boys.

Je



’ Add to original (E.C.C.)

Indeed, many therapists are today seeking to help thelr homcsexual
clients achiave personal selfe-acceptance.

Alter original (5Z)

Qur two greatest nseds at cresent sre to end the dlscrimination
to which homosaxuals have been subjected for so long; and to galn
more knowledge on the subject, knowledze which 1s sought objectively
and without partisanship.

Delste original
'he rage that homosexuality evokes in many "straight" people should
certainly be avoilded. Csefenders of the homosexual have argued with
cogency that “adultery=-which our soclety views with comparatlve
tolerance-=has done far more harm than so=called "unnatural" sex,
Eut, though restraint and tolerance seem to be called for, we should
not be stampsded into endorsing and approving these practices.



ORGAMNIZED 1854

5600 Nowith Braesswood DBouwlovard
Howston, Tazas 77096

SAMUEL EGAL KARFF, D.H.L.
RABEI F&bruary 24' 1984

Dear Lenny:

I received the proposed change of the section on homosexuality
and am not totally comfortable with it. I certainly
would not substitute one of those Freud quotations for
the original. At the very least let both stand. My
bottom line is that the passage in its revised form
should not suggest that we are moving from condemnation
and severe sanction (which is certainly unacceptable)
to the sense that it is an alternate lifestyle of egual
value (also unacceptable). It may well be a condition
that must be accommodated, but it cannot be regarded

by us as the normative eguivalent of heterosexuality.

I am not volunteering to rewrite the section, but I
hope this reaction is of some assistance.

It has been too long since we have communicated on "this
and that." I hope all is well in your life. Joan joins
me in sending fond regards to Diana and the girls.

As allways,

mf/‘:.;ff\

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman
UAHC

g§38 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021
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SHAAR ZAHAV

P.0.BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO,CA 34101
PHONE (415) 621-2871

CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE
December 19, 1983

Dear Tom, Jay, Aaron, Stan, and Jerry,

I had a very productive meeting with Rabbi Schoolman in New York last week, and
I want to fill you in on it.

The two primary issues we covered were the Houston Biennial, and the section on
homosexuality in the Torah Commentary. First the Biennial.

I'm convinced now that there was & genuine misunderstanding regarding the deadline
for applying for convention space, and that there was no desire on anyone's

part to exclude us because of our sexual orientation. Last spring the UAHC

sent out a letter to congregation leaders asking for suggested topics for the
one-day session for presidents and vice-presidents. I saw that and assumed
incorrectly that it was still possible to reserve space and time for our sympos-
jum, which was, of course, to be offered not just to the leadership but to all of
the delegates. Since neither Dr. Vanek, the chair of the planning committee,

nor Rabbi Schoolman, knew what letter I was responding te, they correctly informed
me that the basic agenda and program had already been set. The deadline for
applying for space in the general program was months before.

Rabbi Schoolman is very supportive of our having a presentation at the 1985
Biennial in Los Rngeles, and I certainly hope we can. He has appointed me to
the new planning camittee (again chaired by Dr. Vanek, with Iris Franco of
Miami as vice chair), and so I will be alert to all application procedures and
deadlines.

Regarding the Torah Commentary, Rablhi Schoolman tells me it will go into the second
printing in 1984, and he has encouraged us to rewrite the section on homosexuality,
removing the offending passages and modifying the patronizing tone. Because of
‘semewhat cemplex legal agreements with the estate of the late Rabbi Bamberger,

the author of the section, it won't be possible to rewrite the whole thing. But

I think we can edit it sufficiently to make it reasonably satisfactory. I'll work
with peeple in my congregation to write a draft, and will send that to you in

Miami and ILos Angeles for your comments and suggestions. We do have to have the
finished product te him by March lst, however.

211l in all, I feel very optomistic about all of this, and I hope you do too-

All good wishes for a happy, healthy, and rewarding 1984:

Mr. Tom Johnson cc Rabbis Schoolman, (
Mr., Jay Preir Hershman, Thal, ;

Mr. Stan Notkin and Marder

Jerry Kreiger, Esghll DONATIONS TO SHA'AR ZAHAV ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Dr. Aaron Cooper



December 13, 1983

—

Rabbi W, Gunther Plaut
Holy Blossom Temple
1950 Bathurst Street
Toronto, Ontario

M5P 3K9 CANADA

Dear Gunther:

In response to your letter of December 11 let me say
this:

Robert Rankin of the gay group imn San Francisco who
incidentally, 1s a psychiatrist, is coming to see me
this week.s, I will share with him your letter and
Bob Kahn's letter.

Warm good wishes to you and Elizabeth.

Cordially,

LAS/ms1
cct HBobert I. Kahn
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SENIOR Eﬁi-uml.nﬁr

December
First
1983

Dear Lenny,

I am submitting herewith some observations and
suggestions with regard to the subject of homosexuality
as treated by Bamberger. The text to which I will refer
is on pages BBZ and B883.

Page 882, column 1. Bamberger uses the term "gay"
as covering both male and female homosexuals, That may
have been accurate at the time, it no longer is. Also,
his reference to "some left-wing groups" is very time-
bound and should really not be in the Commentary at all.

My suggestion, therefore, which will require only the
replacement of a single line (line twenty-three from the
top), is as follows:

«+» various cother groups. Some of the partisan ...

Column 2, line 16 from the bottom. This is not a
good statement. I suggest:

» .. development finds nowadays only limited
support,

Omit the last sentence in that paragraph which I find
unnecessarily harsh. I will make up the three lines by
adding and changing the top of page B83 first column.

Line & and following might read as follows:

.+« Natural" sex. But though understanding is called
for, this does not mean that Judaism can be seen as
approving of it as an alternate lifestyle. The Bible
certainly does not allow for it, and neither does our
later literature. Judaism continues to consider
heterosexuality as normative for human behaviour.

(End of paragraph).

I believe that Bamberger would approve of the
above, I have phrased the subject matter in such a way
that it fits the space requirements and keeps thea cost
to a minimum.

NN

Howr BLossomM TEMPLE- 1950 BaAaTHURST STREET - TORONTS MSP 3KS, ONTaRIO



Py Page 2,

Rabbi Leonard Schoolman. - December

First
1983

There is one additional guestion: should there
be an asterisk at the end of the final paragraph with a

footnote that states that the above represents a slight
modification of the original text?

g et

With best regards.

Cordially,

C//Zguﬁ?iﬂz
J
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Rabbi Leonard Schoolman,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.

10021, U.S.A.

c.¢. Rabbi Robert I. Kahn.



RABBI ROBERT |. KAHN, op.oHL

TEMPLE EMANU EL 1500 SUNSET BOULEVARD

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005 STUDY 713 529.577)

November 28, 1983

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut
Holy Blossom Temple
1950 Bathrust 5t.
Toronto MS5P 3K9
Ontario, Canada

Dear Gunther,

I have read the Bamberger Commentary on
Leviticus 18. I think the only solution might
be to add a footnote saying something about
this having been written in 1969 {(?) before
much of the more recent research and thought
on the whole subject, and that AT THAT TIME to
urge that we not be "stampeded" was in order.
This way, we date the material, even as the
Bible is dated, and imply that were the commen-
tary to be written in 1983, the attitude might
have changed.

It was good seeing you and Elizabeth.
Yours,

5N

Rahhi obert I. Kahn

RIK/pj



March 14, 1984

Dr. Eugene Mihaly
HUC-JIR

3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 85220

Dear Gene:

Thank you for your extensive response to my recent inquiry.
It was helpful and informative. I am profoundly grateful to
you.

With warmest regards and looking forward to see you soon, I
am

Siﬂcerely:

Alexander M. Schindler
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE —JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION w/lrl/:l

Cincinnati » New York * Los Angeles « Jerusalem - ~

"3;/
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DEAN 3101 CLIFTON AVENUE » CINCINNATI. OHIO 45220
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS (513) 221-18758

March 2, 1984

Personal and Confidential

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I am responding to your personal and confidential letter regarding the
"admission of an applicant to HUC-JIR who admitted that he was a homo-
sexual."

Let me first make clear that it has been the long-standing policy of the
College not to admit homosexuals. Though we never published the fact and
did not want to make a public issue of it, if a person either professed that
he/she was a homosexual, or if our elaborate psychological testing and
personal interview indicated as much, that applicant was not admitted to
the College. This policy has been in effect through the years, consider-
ably prior to my assuming any administrative respomsibility. Our internal
guideline, "Standards for Admission," which was drafted a number of years
ago, states, "A student must be mentally and physically healthy. Psycho-
logical testing (required of candidates prior to final consideration of
their applications) is designed to screen out deviates, psvchoties, and
those students unable to cope with the stresses and pressures of graduate
work and ultimately rabbinic responsibilities."

It is also true that some of our students who turned out te be homosexuals
were ordained. To my knowledge, however, these men and women were closet
homosexuals. They did not, in other words, proclaim the fact publicly,
nor was it definitely known by the College until after their ordination.
Through the years, the few instances of known homosexuals (and they were
very few indeed) quietly left when their homosexuality became known beyond
doubt.



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 2 March 2, 1984

Also realize, please, that these policies, along with all other basic
policies of the institution, are not the result of the opinion of any one
person. They are, in almost all cases, the result of lengthy discussion
by the deans, other administrative personnel and faculty, and it is on
this basis that the president, who has the ultimate authority under the
Board of Governors, decides on the course that we follow.

Recently, and this was a first, a student applied who stated in her bio
(required of all applicants) that she is a homosexual: all her previous
contacts with Reform institutions have been through a homosexual congre-
gation; and her letters of recommendation were from homosexuals. As a
result, the question was raised whether we should study the matter anew
or not. At a recent meeting of the Deans' Council, we decided, a decision
which I supported, to consider the matter in the light of more recent
developments and the most competent advice of experts, etc. We shall
proceed to do so.

As to my own personal view, about which you inquire, I certainly do not
base it on any negative moral judgment regarding the homosexual. The
responsum, which I wrote in answer to questions addressed by wou, repre-
sents my basic attitude. As I stated there, the homosexual must minimally
be considered as acting under duress; he is an O13IN ; he merits compensa-
tory consideration. Certainly, in the eves of Judaism as understood in the
light of our contemporary view of reality, he is not to be judged; he does
not bear any moral blemish; he is not to be excluded from any religious
activity and is to be welcomed and treated with an extraordinary measure

of sensitivity and compassion.

In admitting students as candidates for the rabbinate, we consider, however,
many factors. We test a student, for example, to determine his/her academic and
intellectual capacities. If a student's GRE scores are below a minimal level,
we do not admit him/her. This certainly does not involve any moral judgment
regarding the student. It is just that we do not feel that we would be ful-
filling our obligation to our constituency by ordaining such a person.
Similarly, if a person has serious health problems, or if he/she does not
have a sufficiently strong commitment to Judaism, or if he/she tends towards
being misanthropic, or if he/she has no commitment to the Jewish people or

its history, we would not admit him/her. The admissions committees, in

other words, have the responsibility of determining whether an applicant, in
terms of his/her total personality, would be an effective rabbi. The College
has always viewed this process as one of its most serious and onerous
responsibilities.

In spite of our elaborate screening, a number of students are ordained who,
for one reason or another, are ineffective, cannot hold a pulpit, and are a
lifelong burden to the Placement Commission, the CCAR, and the Reform Movement.
In addition, they are frustrated, unfulfilled human beings to whom we would
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have done a great kindness had we not admitted them. The College very
frequently receives letters of complaint from the Placement Director,

rabbis, and laymen asking how we could possibly have ordained certain

individuals.

It has been the judgment of the College, a judgment which I have shared,
that an overt homosexual will not serve effectively as a rabbi, will not
be able to find placement, and will not find fulfillment for him/herself
in the profession. There is no moral judgment involved in this. This is
simply a view of the practicalities of the situation. Alex, not everyone
has to be a rabbi. Every Jew is entitled to be given an opportunity to
participate in the institutions of religion, but not everyone is either
qualified or suitable for, or will find fulfillment in, the rabbinate.

It is possible that my estimate of the situation is incorrect, and that
the Reform Movement is now ready to accept as role models for their
children, as their officiants, counsellors, and guides, and as spokesmen
and spiritual leaders of their community, overt homosexuals. We propose
to enter a deliberate process to study the situation.

I repeat that my own personal stance at this time is not based on the
regressive, traditional view regarding the homosexual; nor is it a result
of any moral judgment. I certainly do not see the homosexual as a sinner.
My approach is simply a matter of the realities and practicalities of the
current situation. In attempting to explain my attitude at this juncture,
I cannot "be learned" or quote classic sources. It is a judgment based
on my understanding of current reality.

T much look forward to your forthcoming visit to Cincinnati and hope that
we shall have an opportunity to spend a little time together.

With warmest greetings and best wishes, I am

Cordially,

.{.; L
Eugene Mihaly
Executive Dean for Academic Affairs

EM:pg

P. S. A case could be made on the basis of the Codes that a "closet
homosexual" is tolerated and no special efforts are made to expose him,

as follows: Maimonides in his Code repeats the law as stated in the Mishnah
that homosexuality is a capital offense punishable by stoning. Strangely,
the Tur deoes not repeat this law, and neither does Joseph Caro in his
Shulhan Arukh. Both only repeat the talmudic statement that "Jews are

Tot suspect concerning homosexuality," and therefore no special precautions
like not being alone with another man or sleeping in the same bed with a
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male need be taken. The fact that Jacob ben Asher and Caro both omit this
law specifically stated in the Mishnah and repeated by Maimonides indicates
perhaps that they would just as well not pursue the matter and keep silent
about such incidents as long as they were not overt and publicly known.

See, however, the responsum of the Responsa Committee of the CCAR entitled
"Homosexuals in Leadership Positions" in the recent collection, American
Reform Responsa, pp. 52ff. See also Freehof's responsum in the same volume,

pp. &H9ff.




PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

February 28, #984

Dr. Eugene Mihaly
HUC-JIR

3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

Dear Gene:

The other day Fred mentioned that you opposed the admissdon of the appli-
cant to HUC-JIR who admitted that he was a homosexual. In the Rdght of
your very understanding Responsam on the general problem of homosexuality,

I am interested to know why a differeboe 1s made, also what the difference
is between someone who is discovered to be a homosexual after he is ad-
mitted yet not dismissed and such an applicant as noted above. You aidight
to know, moreover, that to the best of my knowledge, that is to say the best
of my information, there was a meeting of men who are homosexuals, many of
them married, and well over 35 of our colleagues sttended this session.

The assumption is that there are many others who for one reason or another
did not dare to attend this meeting (the general population statistics are
5% homosexual and there is no reason why the rabbinate should not be paral-l

Te@lled with that - that is to say we must have some 50 to 75 rabbis who
are homosexual).

Please do not misundersaand me, I am not challenging your position at all.
I am merely eager to be instructed.

With warm regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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\! Union of American Hebrew Congregations

PATROMN OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
100 WEST MONROE STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINDIS B0G03 (3121 5T 2-1477

GREAT LAKES REGION

MmNt Rabbi Alan D. Bregman
k2 | I 3 e Director
noapnn
aoanNa Gerard W, Kaye

Director of Camping &
G Youth Activities
n-Sang-Ruby Unign Institute
May 16, 1988

29 Iyvar, 5748

Mr. Allan B. Goldman

Wyman, Bautzer, Rothman,Kuchel & Siebert
2049 Century Park East

14th Flcor

Los Angeles, CA. 90067

Dear Allan,

I tried to reach you by phone last week. You are not easy to
catch. I am not complaining as they say the same about me. Let
me put in capsule form what I wanted to speak with you about and
quickly add that I am contacting vou at the suggestion of Bob
Kohn who will further discuss this matter with vou.

You may or may not be aware but we have had a very complicated
and painful experience take place in our region, at Mt. Zion
Temple, S5t. Paul, Minnesota. In short, the associate rabbi came
public with the fact that she is a lesbian. Chaos and anguish
ensued resulting in the separation of her from the congregation.
The details of all that happened are important but somewhat ir-
relevant to the concerns of Bob and myself. The reason that Bob
has asked that I communicate with you first is that, in my judge-
ment, when the first congregation has been confronted with this
circumstance, we failed miserably., With all of our resclutions

on the books, we did not prepare ourselves adequately for this
evintuallity. There has been a lot of finger pointing and blaming.
But in the end, the congregation has ended up in disarray, the
senior rabbi feeling defensive (my opinion) and a very talented
and wonderful woman rabbis' career being marred if not ended al-
together.

This is my concern. I am aware that there is a CCAR Committee
Crarea ) Romechas, . on Homosexuality. I know that one of the agenda items is the
Fresiient gay rabbi among others. However, I am very concerned that this
“ﬁ”ﬂmﬁmsauhissue is being relegated only to the rabbis. In fact, I would
g o/ Lates f000%, oy that this is a terrible mistake. The problem of the gay

President— Chicago Fesemtor abbi 1s every bit as much a problem of the lay persons as it

h"aﬂ"1wﬂﬂw is of the rabbinate. As the UAHC does not have a mechanism, it
E%ﬁn&uwnmr allows our congregatnts not to take responsibility for this issue
- £F

and related issues dealing with homosexuality.
Dutreach Coorthnator
Whimi Durets
Adminissoe Cooroatr Therefore, my suggestion is that the national committee be made
e ! a joint CCAR-UAHC committee or that the UAHC develop its own
mechanism. The fa.¢t is this congregation had nowhere to turn

for help, guidance and now healing. Of course, I was involved but



—_

turning to the regional director is not being able to turn
to the movement in time of ecrisis, at least not on an issue
such as this.

Bob is very much aware of the situation and has strong feelings
about it. I believe that he would like some time to speak to the
Board about this responsibility of the UAHC. These are my thoughts,
if we don'"t, someone and it could be me; can say that, we are

great at passing resolutions but when it comes time to get our
hands dirty with the work, we may deny the reality of the problem.

As you can see, 1 feel as strongly as Bob abeout it. I wanted to
do some preparation work before he speaks with you.

Sinc ¥

Rabbi Alan D. Bregmanm, Director
UAHC, Great Lakes Region

ADB/mrg

CC: Mr. Robert Kohn
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‘ ' MEMORANDUM

Allan B. Goldman Date 5/19/88

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

sbian Rabbis §0 .rjf'&‘f! ,ﬂ

Attached is a copy of a letter dated May 16, 1988 that I
have just received from Rabbi Alan Bregman. I actually returned
his call three times but he was never in -- yet he makes no
reference to that. I called him today after receiving his letter,
but again he was not in.

I was surprised to see that he did not copy you or \
Arthur Grant on this letter.

Let's talk about the feasibility or advisability of
seeing if we can convert the CCAR Committee on Homosexuality into
a joint committee; or as an alternative see if we can have some
UAHC representatives on the CCAR Committee which would remain a
CCAR Committee (like we have HUC representation on our Long Range
Planning, MUM and other committees and CCAR-Rabbinic
representation on other committees).

Frankly, I do not understand what he means when he says
"The fact is this congregation had nowhere to turn for help,-
guidance and now healing." Turning to the Regional Director,. who

. in turn should be able to bring in regional and national lay and

w

professional leadership,does and should bring the Movement tg¢
address these problems. We also have the NCRCR. Until I received
his letter I was not aware of this matter at all. 1Is he saying
that at some level the UAHC ducked this question and left the
congregation adrift? As you can see, I am very puzzled. I want to
get a handle on this before considering whether Bob Kohn should
bring the subject up to the Board (if we concur that the UAHC
should play a role in this area and should have played a role in
St. Paul, but that something went awry, then I can discuss this
with Bob Kohn; if we feel that there is no role that the UAHC can
play,then at some point Bob should probably have a forum at the
Board to express contrary views).

ABG:beb , ..-g" A

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100



November 22, 1989
24 Heshvan 5750

Rabbi Joseph Edelheit
Emanuel Congregation
5859 N. Sheridan Road
Chicago, IL 60660

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your recent letter and your suggestions
that a sub-committee be named to guide the process of
education in our congregations regarding the issues

of gay and lesbian Jews. As a matter of fact, I have
just asked Janet Marder to assume this responsibility.

she is in the ‘hﬂt position to do so and I am confident
she will carry this forward with diligence and devotion.

Andy Rose's book might well be of wvalue but I leave that
to Janet to decide. Ve certainly have many resources

on hand for use in providing guidance to the regions and
our congregations.

With repeated thanks and warm regafids, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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December 3, 1966
1 Kislev 5747

Rabbi Jack Stern
Westchester Reform Temple
2556 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

Dear Jack:

I am responding to your letter of November 25, 1986 in regard to
the CCAR Committee on Gay and Lesbian Rabbis. Please forgive

the delay but I wanted to double check with Unfon staff to see

if our two appointees would be available for the meeting scheduled
for March, 1987, By the way, you are absolutely correct, I a

1t 1s important that this Committee be reconstituted as a Tas
Force to include the Union and the College-Institute as well as
the CCAR.

1 have asked Al Vorspan and Richard Sternberger to represent
the UANC on this Task Force. Both are available for the meeting
schaduled for March 4-5, 1987. P presume the sessfons will be
in Mew York and that you will send pertinent materials to Al and
Dick, In the mean time, I am sharing with them the Resalution
drafted in February, 1986 as well as a copy of your letter of
November 25th.

I look forward to seeing you this weekend, until then warme re-
gards from house to house,

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Joseph Glaser
Rabbi Selig Salkowitz
Rabbi Richard Sternberger
Mr. Albert Vorspan
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Office of the President
Rabbi Jack Stern

155 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

November 25, 1986

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
UAHC

B38, Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Alex,

The enclosed Resolution was submitted for consideration at the 1986
CCAR Convention. Because Joe Glaser and I felt that the matter
deserved more studied deliberation than it could receive on the
Convention floor, we proposed to the submitters of the Resolution
that they remove it from consideration in 1986 with the understanding
that a Committee would be formed to study the matter and present a
report at the 1987 Convention in Florida.

The Committee met for the first time yesterday, under the Chairman-
ship of Selig Salkowitz, and we proceeded to formulate an agenda
for our research and discussion. It was strongly felt by all of
those present that the process would be more productive if we were
to be re-constituted as a Task Force representing the UAHC, HUC-JIR
and CCAR, rather than as an exclusively CCAR Committee. Since many
of the guestions will necessarily involve congregation/Rabbi re-
lationships, the participation of UAHC becomes essential.

The recommention of yesterday's Committee was that you appoint two
people,preferably staff members,to join us at our next meeting on

, March 4 and 5, 1987. (What about Vorspan and Syme?) They will of
course receive the minutes of yesterday's meeting as well as various
materials which will be circulated.

I hope that this proposal meets with your approval and that you gill
make the appointments soon. If you have any questions, we can discuss
the matter further when we see each other this Monday.

Best from our house to yours.
Sincerely,
Encl.,

Js/tx )
c.c. Rabbi Joseph Glaser

Rakbbi Selig Salkowitz,Chairman

OFFICERS: .
Rsbbi Jack Stern, Prasident Fusbii Martin 5. Weiner, Treasursy Rabbi Eliol L Stevens, Administrative Secretery
Scandale, NY San Francisco, CA Hew Yori, NY

Fiabis Eugene J. Lipman, Vice President Rinbll Afber! Plolkin, Recorting Sacratmry Rabbi Sifney L Regrer, Emcutive Vice Prasidan Emevifug
Charvy Chiase, MD Phoenin, AZ Marw ok, WY

Fabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Expcutive Vice Prasident Fuabibi Murray L Rothman, Finencia! Secretary FRabbs Jacab AL M H ¥ Presi

ey ori, WY Haerwin, WA Cincinnati, OH
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DRAFT 2/86
RESOLUTION ON GAY AND LESBIAN RABBIS

WHEREAS our faith teaches us that every human being is created in
the image of God, and every Jew is a member of k'lal yisrael, and
WHEREAS the Reform movement has traditionally interpreted
levitical prohibitions in light of broader principles of human
sanctity and freedom, and

WHEREAS the Reform movement has aipr:ud history of leadership

in the fight to erase discrimination against disfavored and
excluded members of our society, and the Central Conference of
American Rabbis exemplified this position in 1977 with its
resoluticon encouraging "legislation which decriminalizes
homosexual acts between consenting adu}ts and prohibits
discrimination against them as persons," and

WHEREAS it is now well over a decade since the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations offered membership to a congregation wirh
an outreach to gay and lesbian Jews; and there are now several
such member congregations, and they are prospering and offering
a home to Jews who, in many cases, were previously unaffiliated,
and

WHEREAS there are Jews who, moved by an expectation of non-
discrimination based on the historical stands of the Reform
movement, now seek admission to rabbinical study as openly gay
or lesbian Jews and, following ordination, full participation

in the Central Conference of American Rahbis throughout their

careers, and



WHEREAS a statement of non-discrimination against gay and lesbian
Jews in the Reform movement must include assurance of their
access to positions of leadership within the movement,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Central Conference of American
Rabbis does hereby:

1) affirm that it does not discriminate against gay and lesbian
rabbis within the CCAR;

2) offer its full SUPport to gay and lesbian members of the
Conference encountering diserimination in employment;

3) urge our alma mater, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute

of Religion, to make explicit a policy of non-discrimination
against gay and lesbian applicants and students;

4) encourage members of the CCAR Lo reach out to unaffiliated

gay and lesbian Jews in their communities;

5) encourage members to establish programs which seek to eliminate
covert and overt discrimination against gay men and lesbians

by adults and children.
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July 11, 1983

Ms. Cheryl Orvis
Immediate Past President
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav
Post Office Box 5640

San Franciseco, CA 94101

Dear Ms. Drvis:

Just a note to advise that Rabbi Schindler is out of the country
and not due to return for another week or two. Be assured your
letter of July 4 will be brought to his attention when he returns
to his desk.

With kindest greetings, | am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President




SHAAR ZAHAV

P.0. BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 84101
PHONE (415) 621-2871
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CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE

July 4, 1983

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

We want to thank you for your kind letter of support
on our building fund campaign. We regret that your official
policy limits your participation as an endorser of fundraising
projects, but it is good to know that you support our efforts
nevertheless.

On another note, I have enclosed copies of correspondence
which outlines the ongoing dialogue we have had with Ted Broido
this past year. We are very troubled that neither a letter nor
a phone call were received by us during the year on this matter,
and we want to bring it to your attention at this time.

Yours sincerely,

&

Cheryl Orvis
Immediate Past President

Enclosures




SHAAR ZAHAV

P.O. BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 92107
PHONE [415] 621-2871
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CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE

18 May 1983

Theodore K. Broido

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
B3R Fifth Avenue

New York, HNew York 10021

Dear Ted:

After months of waiting for a response from you to my several letters
(attached), | phoned Rabbi Randall Falk, Chair of the NCRCR Mediation
Panel on which you served and which handled my Congregation's dispute
with Rabbi Allen Bennett. | inquired as to when the Panel would address
the points raised in my letters and was amazed to discover that Rabbi
Falk had never received the letters which we had sent to you with the
specific request that you circulate them to the other Panel members.
Rabbi Falk told me that he knew, from a chance conversation with you,

of our ongoing difficulties in the situation and expressed concern

and sympathy that "things did not turn out as we (the Panel) had hoped."

| am not writing to you now to request a response. Your inaction
combined with the good faith decision of our Va'ad to continue payments
to Allen, for our own reasons, have made response irrelevant. | am
writing to express disappointment, in the extreme, that a representative
of the Union has so utterly failed to meet the responsibilities of his
position and has treated a Member Congregation with not even a modicum
of respect. For you to have failed to even acknowledge the substantive
issues we raised is bad enough; to have unilaterally withheld our
letters from the other Panel members is outrageous. Fortunately,
Morrie Hershman, Edith Stern, Joe Podolsky and Tom Lowenstein have
shown us a more responsive, positive side of the Union.

When you were in San Francisco for the signing of the memorandum of
understanding in this matter, you spoke kind, hopeful and encouraging
words to our Congregation's leadership about our future and the
Congregation's opportunities to strengthen itself and prosper. It
hurts me that your actions compromised what | took to be sincere words
of concern, because | really did trust you.

Sincerely,
Cheryl A. Orvis

President

cc: UAHC



19 March 1983

Mr. Ted Broido

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Ted:

I am writing to express my concern and dissatisfaction
about not having received a response from the Conciliation
Panel to my letter of § December 1982 to Rabbi Morris Hershman,
which we requested he send on to you, Rabbi Falk and Mr. Golden.
Although Chanukah and other holidays tend to result in further
busying already busy schedules, it seems to me that our Va'ad
has been more than patient in awaiting a response.

As you may be aware, the December 1982 meeting Aaron
Cooper, Irene Ogus, Mike Rankin and myself had with Rabbi
Hershman, Joe Podolsky and Tom Lowenstein, was independent
of the issues raised for the Conciliation Panel's response.
We feel we do not as yet have a true resolution of the issues
raised.

That our letter has been Jignored is a matter of dis-
appointment and financial consequence to us, for we have,
in good faith, continued to honor the Conciliation Panel's
recommendations of last July, 1982, despite the issues which
my letter raised which go to the very heart of the July
agreement. Furthermore, it is troubling to have no response
to the broader questions put to the Panel concerning the
substance and process of the Union's coneiliation program,
such as follow-up.

I trust that we will have a reply from all members of
the Fanel.

Sincerely,

CONGREGATION SHA'AF ZAHAV

Chervl A. Orvis
President

CAD:ac



SHA'AR ZAHAY

P.0. BOX 5640, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 24101
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CONGREGATION OF THE GOLDEN GATE

6 December 1982

Rabbi Morris Hershman

UAHC

703 Markst Street Suite 1300
San Francisco, CA94103

Dear Rabbi Hershman:

During the last several months, you and | have spoken generally about the
recently created congregation, Ahavat Shalom. We have skirted the pivotal issue
of whether the formation of this congregation and its relationship to Rabbi
Allen Bennett—while he is receiving full salary and benefits from Congregation
Sha'ar Zahav—violates the conciliation agreement reached in July, 1982. The
Va'ad of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav has expressed specific concerns which must
be addressed and so | am turning to you for guidance and support in this matter,
Although the Union's publication, ''Suggestions for Procedures in Rabbinical-
Congregational Relationships' does not address the issue of follow-up after
conciliation, | know that you, both personally and as the Union's representative,
the Union itself and the National Commission on Rabbinical Congregational
Relationships (NCRCR) are committed to providing resources and support following
the conciliation process to a point of true resolution. We have not yet
attained the much desired state of satisfactory resolution. Such resalution
is unattainable until we address and act on the overwhelming sense of the
Va'ad that Rabbi Bennett is in violation of the conciliation agreement.

In signing the conciliation agreement on behalf of the Congregation through
the Va'ad, | was perhaps naive to trust that the formation of a splinter group,
with its attendant divisiveness, would be avoided. |If so, | was in very good
company—the NCRCR Panel itself—for it was our clear understanding that the
Panel was guided by the desire to protect Rabbi Bennett's professional and
personal interests and at the same time to support the continued existence,
stability and vitality of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav. To attain this end, par-
ticularly in light of the trauma which the Congregation had recently experienced,
the Panel recognized that it would be necessary to protect Sha'ar Zahav from
the formation of a splinter group. To this end, Mr. Broido stated on July 27
during the mediation:

", ..During the year of pay and study, he {Rabbi Bennett) would not be
available to some split away group that would wish to create a congre-
gation around him. This would give the Congregation a year to heal its

wounds. .."

During the closing mediation session later that morning, Rabbi Falk reiterated
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this theme, stating:

“After his Ph.D., a group of supporters may want to start a congrega-
tion around Allen Bennett."

When Mr. Broido stated '...around him'" and Rabbi Falk said "After his
Ph.D.", they set the terms, in part, under which a new congregation could be
formed—not around Allen or with his support—and not until Allen obtains
his Ph.D. These terms, among others, embody the spirit in which the concil-
iation was carried out by the Panel and agreed to by the Va'ad. It was in
this spirit of facilitating Sha'ar Zahav's unity and stability, that the Va'ad
agreed to pay Allen Bennett's full salary and benefits through July, 1983.

In fact, the Va'ad agreed to assume additional financial payments to Allen
for vacation pay which the Panel recommended, and a roundtrip airline ticket
enabling him to return to San Francisco from out-of-town for the sianing with
Mr. Broido. There was a reason for agreeing to these terms and that reason
was that we had an agreement based on the objective that no splinter congre-
gation would be created, supported or encouraged by Allen Bennett while he
was receiving compensation from Sha'ar Zahav.

What actually happened after the agreement was reached and signed, you
are familiar with. All of Rabbi Bennett's representatives during the concil-
jation process became co-convenors of Ahavat Shalom. Indeed, the rabbi's
lover became a moving force in the creation and development of Ahavat Shalom.
Of course, Steven is an individual capable of independent action. As Allen's
lover and best friend, however, it is obvious that he is acting in accordance
with Allen's wishes and is undertaking a leadership role at Ahavat Shalom with
Allen's knowledge and approval. Had Allen determined not to encourage the
formation of this congregation around him or had he expressed any discomfort
with the nherent ethics under the circumstances, one can reasonably assume
that the situation would be different today. Allen's supporters would clearly
not have undertaken the organization of Ahavat Shalom at this time if Allen
had asked them to wait until July, for the sake of our agreement. Allen's
actions amount to outright approval and support. He cannot be “above reproach"
merely by not taking the pulpit or otherwise "officially' functioning as a
rabbi at Ahavat Shalom.

And yet this is the smug view advanced by the convenors of Ahavat Shalom
in their correspondance with you and myself. This attitude is an affront to
the very meaning of the conciliation and healing process attempted by the Union
through the MCRCR.

What we seek is your guidance as to the manner in which we shall proceed
as we reevaluate the meaningfulness and vitality of Allen Bennett's agreement
with Congregation Sha'ar Zahav. Our Va'ad has been patient in the extreme. We
have not questioned Ahavat Shalom's use of our prayerbooks, our newsletter's
graphics file for their own newsletter, the telephone solicitation of our
members in violation of the confidentiality of our membership list, ''sham'
membership in Sha'ar Zahav (no participation, payment of the most minimal
of our already minimal! dues), Building Fund pledge cancellations and efforts
to be reimbursed Building Fund pledges already made.

We now feel it is time to talk with you. At this juncture we are
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flexible and do not rule out any form of solution, retroactive and/or
prospective, and are very much open to guidance from the Union. Please
share this letter with the Panel.

As | will be out-of-town for the next two weeks, | have asked Mike
Rankin to contact you to arrange an appointment with you upon my return.
The representatives of the Va'ad to the conciliation process, lIrene Ogus,
Mike Rankin and Aaron Cooper, plus myself, look forward to meeting with you
to resolve these issues. Thank you, in advance, for your help toward that

goal,

Sincerely,

Cheryl Orvis
President

CAD:ac



Gay Rights National Lobby
West Coast Regional Offlce
1080 Haight

San Francisco, CA 94117

L1 5/864-6481

April 3, 1981

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Friend,

I understand that Rabbi Alexander Schindler has published a
speech/article on threat of the Moral Majority and other right wing
groups to American Jews, Would you please send a copy of that
article, or inform me where I can find 1t7

Sincerely,
2z
K Wotdward

West t Fleld Director
GAY RIGHTS NATICNAL LOBBY
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\_E Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler November 22, 1989
Rabbi Janet Ross Marder

Allan B. Goldman, Esq.

First of all, let me thank you for all your help in regard
to the President's Message Committee., I am grateful for
your counsel and for all your efforts in our behalf.

Well, a debate was initiated in New Orleans and while the
operative clause in the resolution on Lesbians and gays did
not go as far as some of us hoped, the matter is now on the
national agenda and doubtlessly will assume a momentum all
its own,

Of course, this momentum has to be guided properly. There-
fore, 1 am turning to you to carry out those provisions which
call for a wide-spread educational effort in our regions and
our congregations. I would like you to develop the appropriate
patterns, to package the required study materials, perhaps

even to preqara lists of speakers, so that the mandate of the
Biennial will indeed be fulfilled and we will have a more

aware and sensitive constituéncy to deal with in the future.

Allan does not want to have this project come under the heading
of the AIDS Committee. But, of course, you will undoubtedly
want to have some lay people or perhaps even staff, work with
you. If you have any suggestions in this realm please share
them,

I also believe that we ought to have a discussion at the UAHC
Board level. We must allow for that within the next two years,
although the June Board meeting will focus on the process of
these changes, This will be along the lines of the debate
engendered by Matt Ross' Resolution and the Biennial workshop
which followed his initial call.

Warm regards.
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TEMPLE

W R b

2131 ELMWOOD AVENUE ROCHESTER. NEW YORK 14618
244-TOBO

THE RADBI'S STUDY

November 14, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
UAHC

838 fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex,

Well, we did it! A by-law change was approved by a special
congregational meeting of Temple B’rith Kodesh on Sunday morning,
November 12th by an impressive vote of 117 to 16. Everyone
understood that the effect of the by-law change was to allow our
congregation now to accept as full members Jews who are living in
non-traditional households, i.e. Gay, Lesbian and couples not
formally married. It was gquite a battle, but worth doing.

Sincerely yours,

i
—r‘a’-: r-?‘l' F - T—

Rapbi Judea B. Miller

JBM:nk



October 12, 1983

Mr. Arthur Schwartz
Z2 Aspen Tree Lane
Irvine, CA 92715

Dear Mr. Schwartz:

Thank you for your letter of October 8. | appreclate the candor of your
comments, even as | thank you for sharing your concerns with me.

| belleve the congregation to which you refer Is Beth Chayim Chadashim
of Los Angeles. This Is a member congregation of the UAHC. It Is also
a congregation which has attracted members from Its own area, heterosex~
uval as well as homosexual.

I am enclosing herewith a section from a UAHC publication, “Great Jewlsh
Debates and Dllemmas,'' by Albert Vorspan, our UAHC Vice-President and
Director of the Social Actlon Commission of Reform Judalsm. These pages
deal with the question of homosexuality and will glve you various Reform
views, Including three responsa.

You should know that there Is a congregation In New York which Is known as
The Gay Synagogue. They do not open their membership to the heterosexual
comunity. The UAHC has not approved the request of thls group for member-
ship.

| do want to clarify a few misconceptions In your letter. You refer to a
female rabbl having been asslgned by the UAHC to Beth Chaylm Chadashim. This
Is not correct. In the Reform movement we do not "asslgn' rabbis. Rabbi
Marder applled for the job, along with other colleagues, when It became avall-
able. Following an interview she was hired. This was a mutual cholce on the
part of the rabbl and the congregation. You will be interested to know that
Rabbl Marder Is the wife of a Reform rabbl and she has one child.

You make reference to our "outreach programs for mixed marriages by some
rabbis.'" This Is not the purpose of the UAHC Outreach program, Incldentally,
the Outreach program Is one whilch was adopted by the General Assembly of the
UAHC. It is a program In which all of our congregations are Involved. Out-
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reach was designed to help create a warm and welcome atmosphere In the
Jewlsh community and the synagogue for those who have chosen Judalsm; It
Is hoped that the Outreach program will bring Interfalth couples and thelr
chlldren closer to Judalsm and the synagogue. It Is an effort to retaln
the chlldren and grandchlldren of Interfalth marrliages as Jews. The Out-
reach program nelther condemns nor condones the particlpation of rabbis In
interfalth marrlages. That Is a cholce of consclence for the Individual r
rabbl.

| am, of course, sharing a copy of this letter with our mutual dear friend,
Ely Pllchik, and thlis gives me an opportunity to extend warm good wishes to
him and to you as well.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




ARTHUR SCHWARTZ

Habbi Abraham M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
B38 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindlers:

I have just received a mailing from the Reform Jewish Appeal, which
triggered my writing this letter to you.

In recent weeks, the Los Angeles Times published a feature article
on the existence of a congregation in the Loe Angeles area which has
as its concregants, evidently exclusively, only members of the male
and female homosexual community in that area of Los Angeles.

As a member of a family whose forebears founded Congregation B'nai
Jeshurun in Newark, New Jersey, and as a member of Reform congregations
through my adult life, I found this article particularly distasteful.
The article included a statement that this congregation was a member of
the UAHC, who had assigned a female Habbi to lead the congregation.

I do not consider myself a religious scholar, but I am aware that the
Torah does not condone homosexuality. Inasmuch as the Reform movement
does practice, in some instances, "outreach" programs for mixed marriages
by some Rabbis, perhaps the additional bending of the rules for the
purpose of certifying a congregation of homosexuals (who also consider
themselves Jews) does not seem to be such a great step.

My perscnal opinion on the subject is that I would not object to Jewish
men and women joining regular Reform congregations, even though their
paychological make-ups have caused them to become sexually homosexual.
However, their setting themselves apart as a separate group, which is
then apparently certified by the UAHC, is an action with which I strongly
disagree and disapprove. I cannot find any redeeming value in this
approval by the UAHC, as the sexual prefrences of these congregants in
this segregated congregation (segregated by their wishes) will certainly
not lead to the discharge of our duty to "be fruitful and multiply"',

and only further legitimizes practices which are not considered wholesome
by our culture and religious tenets.

I am copying my good friend Eli Pilchik, and would appreciate your response.

8 QOetober 198%
22 Aspen Tree Lane
Irvine, Califormia 92715
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SBeptember 1, 1983

Rabbl Leonard Bchoolman P
Director of Frogram féféﬁfﬁfﬁzi"‘iﬂJf P
Union of American Hebrew Congregations /

838 Fifth Avenue
New York, N, Y. 10021

Dear Rabbl Schoolman:

We recently received a copy of the letter from Dr, Paul M, Vanek to
Dr. Robert M, Rankin, President of Congregation Bha'ar Zahav in San
Francisco. We are writing to express our grave disappointment at
the décleion not to schedule a workshop on Judalsm and homosexuality
at the Houston Blemnnial, We are also, gquite frankly, distressed at
the patronizing tone of the letter, and at the suggestion that thie
tople would be of limited intereest. Whlile we appreciate the pressures
of escheduling & very crowded program, we want to emphasize what Dr,
Rankin has s¢ eloguently stated, that thie is NOT a merely academic
subject of limlited interest, In fact, homophobla within the Jewlsh
community ie etill affecting the personal survival of & large number
of your constituente. We doubt that you are at all aware of the
countleses numbers of Jewish young people who are thrown out of their
homes when thelr parents discover they are gay or lesblan, or the
number who are mourned for as if they were dead, or those who can't
get adequate counseling in theilr own synagoguee because of the lack
of understanding, or most espsclally those who try to work for the
Jewish establishment and are then dismissed when it ie discovered
that they are homosexuel. One of our own members, for that matter,
wag fired from hie cantorial jJob at a Reform congregation here in
SBouthern California when it was dlscovered that he waes gay. We see
this as in direct viplation of the resolution passed by the S4th
Assembly of U.A.H.C. delegates in 1977, the resolution which states
that "we oppose discrimination against homosexuals in areas of
opportunity, including employment and houeing." Surely a workshop
on Judaism and homosexuality would give delegates in 1983 a better
understanding of gays and lesbians in their own communities so that
this type of discrimination may one day be ended.

Adding to our distress is the fact that this same prsjudice and
homophobla has recently been reflected in the newly=-published
Commentary on the Torah. Writing on the notorious passage in the
eighteenth chapter of Leviticus, Rabbl Bamberger finds '"most
perplexing, shocking, and pathetiec . . . the occaslional cases of
married men with chlldren who are arrested for molesting little
boys." Don't you see, Rakbi, that this buys right into the myth
that molesting 1little boye is a homosexual thing to do, but molestw
in§ 1ittle girls i1s not a particularly heterosexual thing to do==-
it's juet sick? You yourself admit that passages such as this
"eould be interpreted as condescending and pejorative" (in your
January 10th letter to Aaron Cooper, Executive Director of the
World Congress of Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations). Indeed it
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could, and yet we have to live with the fact that that Commentary and
that passage will remain as an essentlial element in Reform religious
literature for decades to come, Is it anj wonder that we are upset
over what seems to be a casual wlllingnese to ignore the whole issue
at the Houston Conventlon?

Rabbl Bamberger apparently never engaged in any dialogue with the
Jewish homosexual community in order to learn what is really going

on in the lives and hearts of Jewish lesblans and gays, even though

he concedes thnt "our greatest need at present is for more knowledge
on the Buh_‘laet«. But how can one gailn knowledge unless there is an
opportunity to learn, and what would provide members of the U.A.H.C.

a better opportunity to learn the truth about Jewish homosexuals first
hand than a workshop in Houston? We feel that the U.AsH«C. should
live up to its 1977 Resolution urging "apprepriate educational
programe . « » to provide greater undaratanding of Jewish values as
they relate to the spectrum of human sexuality." BSurely the U.A.H.C.
is responsible for setting an example by implementing that resolution.
Even if a formal workshop cannot be scheduled in the up=coming Bi-
ennlal, we urge that an informal time slot ke permitted the panel who
will be present in Houston, and that preparations begin now for formal
inelusion in the next Biennial,

%?_ Y ,{'_rri'. /4./ / e & = ‘
P -~ /‘ ] b
tanley H, Notkin, Secrétary

\\\NM“HmhﬁhffﬂwLH Johnson, President )/ﬂ;7
N Congregation Beth Chayim Chadashim
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sarld ® of Tay and lesbian Jevwieh Urganizations
PeDy Fox 1212

“an Franeisgo, CA, 94188

Allan Gonldaan, Fresident
Paelifio “outhwast Segion Counelld
iinlon of Amerleun '‘ohrew Congregations

AT Convay
Los Angeles, CA, 92024

ir. fobert M, Rankin, “resident
Congregation Sha'sr Zahay

Fo Do Hox 5640

“an Freanelsco, CA, 94101

Evely lasor “hlencky, Viee [lresident
"agifie “cuthwest Segion Council
789 inapp Drive

Santa Farbara, CA, 97108

Fabbl Alexsader . Sghinfller, fresident
Unien of ‘serican Febrew Congregations
638 Tifth Avenue

New Yark, N.¢. 10021

Fabbi lennard Thal, Direeter
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fobert =aterstons, iresident

Hetropelitan Community Cynegogue, Congrsgation Ltz Chalm
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korth dia=zi Semeh, FL. 33180




- Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE FATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN MEBREW CONGCREGATIONS

CINCINNATI

NEW YORK CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinte Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evcexy MmavLy, Profesior

HBxen by,

A AL el pr ll oc ol Yo & /-?ﬂ,u&__{;
/J’

/it_l_z-?azwmw /Lﬂ:nv P a ﬂ,;fc_/xdufc. 4?#1.-,,* “M"‘L Eremteliet.

7 Vi Ccap /17«4444; ?%_é? J-"..-waz]c

r;m Attiqge. (’xfd/ n;c_f’,(";g ;.4}#,,,; 7/(

SRDR. DA A tea o

ﬁﬂii/ zﬂ?vﬂd:,{f jﬁ"ﬂnzﬂx 2 jta:y T RS- AT f-ya&/—?i' A }f'/‘-'”’
cm el derlle L. Vo o 7 sz . Gy ”’”WJ' |
Ueel geerlovct AF Knoe o pilace. o Aty He ?«-4? Lj
! mff% TS - 7 Ve CCAL, e CrmpmiZle oo
Fowercn, 2eid, AeptreoinZy Tone — reor i&ﬂﬁﬁww’é

é%ﬂm d'_.,‘:%,;,m f_méa&Mm‘”b#’M
Té Conveploy __ .:/}7'4-,4:7(,_‘._/{,1’4-‘”-«{!-.1, m,az,.; .:*m#‘%‘/ﬁm"r{/f*‘f‘%
=

tiey '?’Im.r_ At

%fni{éaﬁ:c b J ? | :

“Aeay H;a:tj 2o s -|¢-|:n\':":“//J:ﬂr_f..»--':l‘""f.':f_.-.-a..,;_,.eJ < 4.% Doce B P

% o . .

i T WS M Kl sl e iR
o nra St T pe ok /&u“im J =



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN MEBREW CONCRECATIONS

CINCINMNATI

CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
NEW YORK » OEIO 45
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinie Literatuve and Homiletics -

JERUSALEM Evoexy Minavy, Profesior

?ﬂ#ﬁm{ i ue" ; f-l*,. o 6;}#14, bl ﬂfﬂﬂ-’*’j L%e’-?ﬂf

'/L-,-s;.u,{_ _,ﬁ E‘.{-;.M —;; d_-,_‘-,r?}{-, ?{Tww{_m
ifulﬂ;f-f{‘—:/a—m*‘fgﬂ-idﬂfff?a 77 /M 2

% fl-fmf.ﬁ-cf.{._ 4{,;{, 2 bt l‘{ﬂ"h” / %A/ﬂﬁﬂr ‘!(uuﬂ ,M/ LI 142/ zm,_

L3 e ‘5’0 /«m—»—fff &, Riritet wﬁ—/j’ (/z:,f__‘, .z;/é..(‘,h_ A
,ﬁf,fu.ﬁg,-,}’ Saudadl, FJJM&W ffr:-/ AL 1-:-/&-4-?“/ VA e

f')"{,)ﬂ"??ub,ﬂ_ ¥ Rl d/; e _z,(’ it ey #{‘;L o R y-—,-/zle,argf‘
7 4

At pelin .cf.rn.‘m-'ru, Fevwtey Lreses 'E{{" f-é‘ ﬁfﬂ“ AL :'( ’Z“"’
i = . W A

,";jl‘:i.--‘.rri;noé F—?;_;.,{,-‘M/_ '

4{7(‘4-4/7 A /{'4“"5—’"*"‘f-'/-ﬂ"ii “'-/ Yo ey A7 AL s

- “}Aua-«/‘-‘éow Wc__ A M
Jieece Yoke 5 B W‘fﬂ y S8 ,ﬂf/mf%
v%ﬂ?,{ 5:74/4414_ ted conasriig (o 5 Ve Mows?’)
L ;L&fjm{" o et od] %M e Tl i
Wtencin " W o T2 ?W%Hfzv@w AT in
Bovls gpd uc,%c.ém,..-. e _,énwa&w;, Talogil

(jlf\, e %}L) Evtn /L%m/a -8 ﬁ-m?c-_f—fwbjz

ST ST 7 DR Rl & m_é@,@ WM/J
g,fam__m /«:w-’i €5 ﬁu 746.%’7

f.?.r;xw?;-,;r A AL ,;'

}___,./



Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATHONACE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGCHECATIONS

CINCINMNATI
NEW YORE CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evaene MinaLy, Prafessor

F,

?@, Hoepimidie (WL, Sosiirei. focid sy 4 ) J;‘,,,L_mw}_p
Ve Velesiol elllesle s frllowr, o (- Tor, Shucllin vk, Fion e

20.2) P
; et
{t/’.ﬂ?ﬂ.l-w Al /.!-:-_, éc_;/qé.,,,-' -:ﬁf; ﬂ.&@fm —éz’aﬂ{ﬂfﬂ__‘u j..ﬂh-Z:‘,‘-C’

em s T, (’_/ Jecrtne 7L a s SHhaffy S Crn — SLA AS J/.'/Z;?J')

tre toine Casdenad, Yo thndd wst e to Ydew 2l

b Eggpt okt % ( i
“3 % U géwe frac e CF (Ham. 8.3,

@,:"—;mr M{/Lﬂ_! d"-tr.-r;r(_') ‘({/Aj ﬁ{;-ﬁ{ %'—? (’% é’jp—zt»;ty)fd; ’:]
‘ff g - FJ’&#A,“MJ:I‘_'){ A M’; A Py, Fattireisl a__

CTHLts At A VTR A Aol A DUyl J/ ﬁfﬂ,;ﬂ-f'ﬂ;éﬁf
M,,u:,? <7 ( /f,[/_,r 4')/;;/%’!) -'ﬂ-"._,.f__ 5, %M g Ae
ONNF , . o _
%u/ﬂzét_ Mﬁj /,;;.L/M,m 7wﬂ a’@xz‘:éh-ﬂﬁ
Fore oo s MW'—@L a? ol ( 'ft:..; ‘fé:_ Véc[;--c-r_.{..f?
&M‘L-—ﬁfﬁqu} oF //.’-: ) wAer -ﬁ’E.:E_; J’JQQM
f”—’"{"""d{% ~ ”I-f’vtf‘:j fi_.;;avu‘:fu"‘j dor, oty SHL M
Mﬂv{:{{_@ q’é Z:__.L_ & ﬂr{M (. :fz-*f;jl—«;é_ AL LBy .5.‘-;';/;:'

s dghicdiet e 28 VL ALS7 )Y



Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREYW CONGCREGCATIONS

CINCINNATI
NEW YORK

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evcise MinaLy, Professar ﬁ/

CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATIE, OHIO 45220

Mevr, Trucn Brinaic s ctiion ctrviee? o sbol
i,.., . /w,)}_( b e WaZinok /.«_.r.w;: liar 4

o I B c:.-:(; e 2re Locer d {7 bk, ... "
4'&-&1-&&#1) ag Jrirs sudd. fﬁ&.«?faa.ZA e E‘#—
Crt aany ,—ﬂ? I il cﬁhf,,ﬁ)‘ scerns —aéff;w b
_,zt,;/,c; Wil i — ik, aF Srme Livid, wmwé%?

f_!ﬁff(’mf{ Cl/d-d.-c_..a-—ﬂ-‘:,jd ra (.c_f(fi,._ ///,u’h: 7D < .-5--‘71::&{./

¥ S 74
will Adp av Lo mwﬁfmazz‘?‘ At
W‘L% ‘I.FM&-:-’"—-{J xﬂc--; R-f‘f-’ ;ﬁf’ i Fe /"'L'C‘.
\_JE?[ ﬂlf:i-q.f ’r/-:f_, ﬂ/ ﬁ#—rﬂm;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ_ Lo M v WL{ f-ff;-f_

m ,-C-rﬂj ..c’.df.. %‘Ji " ‘7%_ i"T-r_ ,vU/

7/ /
VE éedae Y%p r‘-ﬁ-—r‘-t‘}“u"f-t‘z, Ay I'C_-t-#év——-u / et -rf}‘lrﬁx/t.(i{

’i/*-ﬂf:rMJ Sreh M_c{_ J%;ﬂw Zee ol o ?L.L.,?’M&;éza{_

45»0"\9(:( 4/7‘ & },Z/ c-.'l!,-n,z.:f_ﬁ /ﬁ.f:-.:.f "f*'Z‘!;J AQL r{?,-é-nq;f
bt ALl led. |



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBRE®W CONCHRECATIONS

CINCINNATI
CLIFTO -
NEW YORK N AVENUE CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220

LDS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics

JERUSALEM Evcese Mivary, Profesor -

o
tm.f-f-'ﬁj 4:5. L £ fﬂ#ﬂ:{ﬁ( _J‘EZ%‘-L;-,L’ /z"&".— / {j}a-?’z (;x-ﬁ..-(:ﬂ,/
#he CocenZinl) Fakldinmre | el Vs @;M
Eﬂ,-ﬂ-"{-f‘kiu.zf‘w f&:if.rﬂ..?‘ #ﬁg_ Vfd w-,rf.,(:;_;,w{{ __&.-p‘czr/ﬁ f,..pﬁ" A2

) W"/ AP — {t-"'fl’t‘(f'f y/L sy BHl il o0 2}/ % e 74e
e & ¢ htA ;:7@7*;-’?1-' v St &,d,éo’u,l/ — ;Mc,ri!

%/LZZ“_ 7 /,:{ f iy ‘-Z’C-V/“MML/M
ﬁtnzzér( ﬂfd—-;t_ot,_,«——?[ e %j.n,ézj ey W‘gﬂ_jéfﬁ.‘ eec

£ M- cctint . f H,Z /. MM&; B sigd %f /b—m._.-
@ .."‘,_*;u,‘a,;,_,zz_ﬂ_y-; ‘g‘;’(’ﬂ,_,;’ A//):' ‘y(ii;,y;:; Mjﬁ/—'{j .:,.QM ﬁ'uff’

Rgwngemabr o gy

T ‘< altite Wﬂ_ ;;/ L :‘:, o
The  Mitlew & ced foottence ‘4.-@—@%4%.;7

Ve Kermssetuad (tud o , Mooty 2 len)f H. Labiva)

o Fa il sn AlgichAal mﬂwmy;zf;,;y o R e

Herretdu .l acle ae? ;(/ 10llans » S Ay i n i

“efel

/H/Kfj; £ /w.wzf./ /«#7{? .Z.:..-: CHhpala.  Copze :

"m s ézg“*’“f“ﬁ‘“ Al 7‘2(_ Fé-’_t-v'f‘




Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRECATIONS

CINCINMNATI

CLIFTO = INNATI

A ThuE N AVENUE - CING , OHIO 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM

Evaine Mimary, Profesor é

Feark o ¢ ?é-.-c,(éﬂ.

il V. A b0 B B i tpins P, 22

Z?M tert Ao kﬁfﬁmﬁé Ve %rﬂ‘ : FPremre SAer

' B iy " vy (st o RCRCR

P dgpend B ey Lacn b sl ik

ik s purd ff S Folimsis TEHL Soerencs ol 2y

el /da-m.,/u-m_. o4 {,»a,i?f;f.(ﬂ__g Zoome ﬁﬁéﬂf:, P

Healbses g 2 Foe ) B oA Hese Mo AW/M
Crrasden, fou Hample, T Silsikie G

Coeiimny o ot il ¢ Sog) e iy Ticaded

Lo Y. !‘mbz-m;.ﬁ. o, Y o L:A.Z?,PL o Y

Lirninlod aud o St 7

0 Coneeclinid Srom-

2?’ ﬁ-c -ef~7 £-ru-({¢-&fé A::f .e'.;'t. ’_é:"“: 'é'f"‘-’
o

(i it o) K

A Cts T Htimmidey torreres, ST 3 Ak
Vot of Ve bty biiwrlly by migms tsills
ks T Ao tplinionds, o il ol s ot
Co 2t aed pll Y L % Vae Ao ng{

/«W""“”’;j/ A=) Lt A{; Z;"/:;-Z R ‘%J .{.-,_Vq .¢.{.,,¢__¢:,.¢}‘Z




Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONACE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGCRECATIONS

CINCINNATI

CLIFTON -

e WOLR AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinie Literature and Homiletics
JTERUSALEM

Evoesy MinaLy, Profescor

7
sl d ko g, ,,_{,{ . oot/ il en IR N .;.m..gtlr

bGar T e AL/J,&A.Z%:& i ,cp-rﬁ;{fr( de Contnre, %
7’Ww 2% W Y, Mﬁﬁ Leur~
i v ,.«aém% wnll, B %W#MM
He LZiail olldly cornti Lo Vo omral /éf
H-‘“‘f-'ﬂf'a:rw Ll dit

"% AP {— ":"‘:f/ /4‘!!’-‘. f.yd'}/.rt,;/F

9 2ry 4 f;szé,/ i W/Vz‘wmxz Kl e
%J“*""—} & bome 14-:-'- Mﬂt r/c:.f,-u:, 2. ﬁﬂ—f-rﬁp/‘u—é
‘:'M f’%-,/ b ﬁr//.bcé-,..cac. e

C.’_J.-q,-_-__.{_v
7%{41?’_442 ‘i//(f: Lhid Zi f_,- ﬁ?‘%z

%Me&%{

fe BT I

L, Ve oyt
L Lo ooy Aihiws e /ézco(

l-:?it’t g+ 2:_1/{? -,.-rl.-t"ff?- é"ﬂ_ ;’Z./J.:‘?



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATHONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCRECATIONS

CINCINNATI
HRYW RO CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIOD 45220

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homileties
JERUSALEM Evcexe Miwary, Professor

7

(& 'ﬁd{ LY. f{{ﬂ"?ﬁ‘ "'.I‘.:

? - m‘.{t&ﬂ-trﬂ;; el g/ }'{,;7,1 ;—.;4;/:.’&«(_1(?‘/ 43

: , )rpﬂ"’mi“f‘uﬁﬁ'il
e R . er€ 'V%-f-ﬂ “H /;éf 7‘5’!-&-‘-—1.&. EAaggites/t ot -;-ff.:rf-g./

TR W Kbl Wiy e
P gpled & Aeddii il Aeledidie T
%'M’L-"‘-ﬁéf_ 47.’- £ % e:.;{, Y, = ¢ 4 I’

e Ry g tyty g
ZQL;L,L,,_/,,L !J/LWL.;&_;L—g{ %.11/’_
&-;“L"Ir’ A.am /7;._‘;,?,&,( ‘)r,/f;- %ﬂm;}gi’;‘/ Kf.#-‘( é—‘-bdr(
Lave e i /4—4&4&-? 7
/o A e stry Incoimteon A 2o L L A
leldia} Srtril /074‘;--;&,7% 2 7{%;»-41 { M“?ﬂ’%
o T, @ swm/wé%f S el T, corede .

FLATLE .



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCREGCATIONS

CINCINNATI

NEW YORK CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHID 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbimic Leterature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM

Evaene Mivaiy, Profersor

Z

Mireny from Feme eZher f/%,_,,..;;,,ﬁ,c'ﬂ srerdal
M,};a oy bl ﬁ.?/ VA Jur:fj;ﬁ Pz«:-;mi
e, et o swhs iBEZiie. v Ve

<. #wn% | toAedien, Lolirees St 2o WFFERS
Carme? Lo conoidirel 25 4 Sectmall, ;____”%__f‘;ﬂ?‘z"
éjﬂi- 1A &{z-f'-.xw {amﬂué{?i rr Mmmu S &
5-;’ lusi B i todon T /&,«W}‘ seecll burtrd,
a4 A jffwb Z AMW Fwﬂaﬁﬂ"ﬂ -'f‘:'?*; /ﬁfw— -
/qu.,{, fﬂer Z telar, dﬂf?wwbz% A eato,

3 it Aol el witicek st Aorairtecih
cz“.,; '?Zm&yfﬁﬁ Homoatgre s € sols s cAelilylorrl acirl_
ilicoinns aw K lifliinecd Db o
E{ ‘E"’I”""ﬁ‘—-"f | wo Aok ﬂéz.dﬁw;xgifﬂj il hovr, &oe /4
G R gl of Lmﬁ ot g, B
PRIt Siniing) 5, Al iAo e
Mf%%é fwékf% Pl albis Ve
;{{w ,ﬂuﬁ;ﬂ ..é:c £ ’

/ %-ﬁd«m



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREY CONCHECATIONS

CINCINNATI

it CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Eveexs Misary, Profesror s

f"f‘f;{ Jn'ﬂ:.ﬂ-&.{.;ﬁr'?"'é/ o V4 Homrsedaik o a
WMMW F aa dowe LrAes HWMW
mmw it i el dnl ,4::;,” o e

topre bl 4/-}‘ (;z /c«rj Ve r,cfm ” /ﬂ,ﬂ?
my,fu?mﬁ; ” u;zcﬁt %ﬁmo gerses < W_WZW R )
Fhat vt dinillotme Kimo vl Shaid Honv i tiudid ¥2e
Ainsptos, eosaitivilon aciil avoline M;Z e o
‘ﬂ?mw—&.w 76{/#&):’5 /m?;m:. x‘%m’dé
t fued, oo L A Topmn e B

[7/7‘:""—"/ ?r/""""-" e f-w:'z,.ﬂ_ g-u_.:’-'..-m..r-r.-rt,;_ -‘“’ :‘:‘EWL ch"ﬁ‘-mﬂl:-b

; 2o At ) 4
Y . M z;i/“ /@,mg/ﬂud?&

‘f"’”-'m-if‘, EE Ligpo Wil Ko Al E 2/.— /fi-i vrenle }/"/;’ ﬂéd{uw-‘;‘z,

e .;/—nw /?7,;2‘.,&,2; ?ﬁ/ﬂé%&ﬂ M%M

: 7
f“ﬁ”"’ ? el witt K ffl‘ﬂfv**’*’“*f .
7‘7% = 7& iminnini g B b,

L J

-"51---4"_.-’.,.-{?,.! /‘J% S — ,ff:-_ ,af.,.-_ ‘P"Aﬂi/c_,. o g / e T



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN MHEBREW CONGCRECATIONS

CINCINNATI
c VENUE - CINC
HEW YORK LIFTON A INNATI, OHIO 45220

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evcexe Minavy, Profesor 2{;

Jllortg. Bablnic itadente ohusty ot e A

fA-r#% .J:q', ';b‘Zr_ (."-/-f—-:.-f:ﬁ-im el o w W s 5’4-?
W o .’{L..:..(i .E.-—-Ic E"’.( d’-n.f:-/{ m‘_i_‘ztc.?{.mw" o Frs ¢ -FM-'H-'!’-
<-ﬁ4 d(.?‘-g V%f':r (-:f AL éﬁtg A-’fvvu. . l-‘f "'6'7‘" o "{‘”‘ﬂw) |

=

I, lny, 4 G |
7£ /'-4«7: (:f., :‘f:-«tr-q: 2’(:_ M/;(’f' ,?ﬁ f:;d—-ﬂ? ‘p‘.?"}.ﬂwﬂrf#*ﬁ{

5'4 /‘!('n‘..an.- . & ’L?‘;: I

e AT, o - ) -/LM% .
Contoim B i Lo G Comtinince it 2d ém
et o Grigpac o Lperid & e aaad

W—‘é“f = = 7&1 -C%-Lc.?fea-d' -(—r{:r_.:_fﬁ:, -5 3 £Z3fi’c_;..-€.rflﬂ-rd M""’""gt
iy c/f /L“"“w ?’Z‘fm H a Waﬂz?i.uﬁ.z:ﬂ;mr’:{ Erpm il
Wﬂfﬂ/—’ﬂﬁ% ieol  mper L
A e ¥ " )
;—ﬂﬁ;g@g Lo m.:?;z Hone. Lo teridya fif, Cornacilin LF, MZ 7ot
A Fhen mhea _ , ] e |
W«% .a:-?‘pq Cf-éal-i«’ Lo T . ar tegutira e
.-/;:é: ;‘:..&47;;&49;}3/ l‘.d’?mm# 4,_,% Z? At -4{_./,.-{-##-#-'
. """"' wg - 'ﬁ-’-ﬁ#ﬂ' M‘@éi.
i L } e . gt ; |
it g ST T
‘?"—‘“—*q FERRI RNl 4, Cpecica e 2 : geee :
% fegpilt P i st e v



Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONACE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCHRECATIONS

CINCINNATI
CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO
NEW YORK L " 45330

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics

TERUSALEM Evcine MmavLy, Professor -

5‘“’#:-% At ﬂ‘{‘:{ /’&" -ﬂb‘rf( 701 ﬂ?:jt‘i Z'.:m;.;.:%mﬁ /fém MZ(
3&’-,{._147.&“@:-7(«7‘7 eoxs, ale il M’ﬁ%}ﬁ%&ém

e e
,% 2/ %—?&7;&&. srntverdicn ) ﬂﬂ-?-h‘-c Socee

Sccals M"‘Lfat.rf{finbf Pe T B T Ll s YHen ﬁwf;ﬂ-t#c.
k?:«ﬁiﬂzy;/m mrj’;ﬂu %/4(,(, ,7?(&;;?&
l‘éf"-zjzo; " ﬂgffg#wﬁﬁ ;.,?7 e
‘:‘M.Lm,fudﬂg,ﬂy ?/?.efﬂdfm//zw Ky sl T/M/QM
fhjzﬁﬁ S yém '?/ij/f{ ﬁwmﬁm
W 2 Aowdadsil -
/W /"’7 Mmf .JI;.J,:, r_jrmwﬁ(_ e .

"f Ydede. oo M‘//mxxﬁfﬁ‘zfﬁ# - _f,,,,,(j/ 94 (7? B AT

f‘”ﬁ{?{f At 57‘5"""- el df‘fy / d‘._zijwiccxél A/;ﬁf»ﬁf}"f‘-’/“"

Tl Ve i bt ,
Pl LT gy
M"(:'l'ﬂ 2 m c‘_p.!u(*;

27 J«—/?Aw - atses e femat-le

Z’ /a-n.m/fq.r_,,zq "IA el frt
T
/ “heons f SeeeA f"'v‘ﬂ/ ;1.# £zl }41- MA’ . H-l

e 5-:_4:.:-:1., e ﬁj”??%M
et i ¢/ A
/ 2% J‘fﬁfwf{_/ﬂx’»(m i-%/ B

f *;é/ Emﬂ%{é . 4
Z}{ i A Bl ;évw/%

"'.Z{(. ':%1"6‘-{_..‘!..-

/r.'_(‘,.. ,gﬂ_



Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONACE OF THE UNIONX OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

FH TR CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
NEW YORK

LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evcive MinaLy, Professor

/3,

%WM{JM,&*L{ 1.,__5._,1_‘1___,? caite, ?/___ﬂf}_ g g .'.7?.1"7/
p—u—{m-,-t.hfé,,{ Lee Zifﬁ%m ﬂ e i /}/.{’L
Eﬁn—uﬂ.-.i-?z I ek m/“,i,z;_‘,_éﬂ Jw QT,Z{M@M

Ao 4 MQ%@ Hete are &Hwﬂzﬁﬁ@f/%
f««t%/f% Wj%%%%af@x:
l‘&é.u Mﬂm ..} ‘,ﬁmmmﬁcg
f"am“"’é- /Lif-’ s /:¢r4ch/4umeMJ

i

i oo, 1 Grendintid Liloilan cuid commidbiion Vo
%t«dz.t./f/_ g SHpikil | Hnvoiren, T Hone s

PAT o ik pablinic. tomd arilles Tk it
Z ﬁa—;—;?‘uﬂ'— P S 4 4¢Lw¢fﬁ/fﬂufw
aé o ﬂ?y‘% ,4,‘-7{,_{*( /ifJff‘f /T,/X ,-/ %M#:?!}Aur/

7 k"ﬁ/ MM ci"r;y/c / n‘nf ""-44444 M/bﬂé
eat ‘iréf-t, ,Ci/fn_.d.rx,. ,4»7/ M-ﬁﬁ'{/f{ A st 'ﬁ ffwff-‘“{

Zeeel -‘fﬂ’- Coreyg -';5" V’Z"{{ jxuf f*f.-'ffm-/f;_ .d.-.-;‘ﬁf...;.-{. M‘%



.- =i “
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCREGCATIONS

CINCINNATI

NEW YORK CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 452320
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbinic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM

Everxe Misary, Professor
14
...Z%_ M""""'” /{% -’Z:; it lé_-w—fé%r-"’f {l{{a{wg-? ‘?"?/r_/‘h:.-fizgw«;ﬁ?”

Celdigton) 4 st tul 2 Wais 7y & tosmic 4 Grres,

e L tt, %/M%/ Aots e Pt

/*-7«4.‘ ' gz/uw . % L He Siptre pn Mamdess

(V;-‘-ﬂw) oo / " Fo el dl V£

‘)r;"" Sime sven e Loneidilin pod Noad tt dbin Hore,”
f‘f;b /‘-&r;*w&f‘ﬂi e V{{Lﬂj kkc,“qu = 'Wm”‘s’@:
.mmmm_iﬂwwﬁwﬂémg

o, s inanll PR Tt Egiais s nr

8
W AAll bl ot

‘*'*‘.::;,-:*‘ et % ;;.af‘;f e A4 ,{,vé’ff

# i . ]
‘I.}"'M-“‘:rf.#-*._, Sl , "'I""f:'f—a‘d ;

)4/ -:“—r( '-’"l:L.., d(é: ‘.__,.;-'_.r<j_1-ﬂi.... £~r-|_, ‘L"{{
Yot dy > o 22 I
‘._f'f ./. et s )‘—/-t..ﬁ,.@./:. (-“i&r_){{-? - y ﬁf‘“/“'{“ﬂ At #.‘1?)
{'——; | 1 | o AV gy L
#%C _WJ 71T P'Eﬂfq. rfi‘_/,u;!'-‘-, e oy w ﬂﬂ#ﬂﬂ-@,{_ P S
oy
% Xff. ot L 3 _1-_)/ m MH‘-{{ = j j
- ﬂa{ v e,
' 3

2ot C. 8 S s Tt A T |
) E,-z,.'..:,,?, & a-_Z/, Mhz%ﬁpm

7 z oy ‘-{;@“7"'2':?-&#
r~. Leee f/ﬁ;}fne{}ﬁu_ Iﬂfﬁz é’,: _ {/ 3 W

1 ot {:r B Gont
M 74 %J (W ST~ L-F ..41(:; i

.-J-{(/f g %{,; N _éi{) M 5 J , % {, .
f-—ﬂ-—rﬁf_x G e e & "‘véfm ; Hﬁ_gm?g??. f:'! _ﬁ:*,d_.ﬂ} JE,., _..-{:LL i.;-r".'_',,f;t



<
Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGCE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN MHEBREW CONGRECATIONS

CINCINNATI

REIW VORK CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220
LOS ANGELES Department of Rabbimic Literature and Homiletics
JERUSALEM Evcexs Misiavy, Professor v

Lﬁ-c- fﬂﬂ-w—m.-r »Z/ A(I--:-a_t-»;z Py, Mﬁf s '4 W

Lok K ﬁ/—w%fﬁ/ \13-.-1.7 Caal, T [Cald s

- oy e o oesne ?%WW%WQ/L?
%/«r Ho f—b{w/—, et faﬁ?”/ P 4 nrr;&?/ﬁ-u.;?
/acqfﬂd_mLMz{/zﬂm LSl Tkon> Hoo oo

ﬁ""’*"j’: j #VL/MW/’V /?‘4"*?:'”«*_# Fr o lrpoins
Lzt ,aial_,;;..,w( P Y a‘i.«.rfﬁ-f.; Mm*—/ufmﬁi
Cheumolonoe Ve idoalee 17 e Gkl T
o iE;z.—-f’,b-“{-r'l #%&7 Jn"%l__, /..Lfr (..g_a_z’.{rr_,.{ Mm h**‘c";--“é:

Teni ,a;,.-.’:ér A i A
B / = 57‘ F /C.‘f-xi-a..z.rg_ ,7.5’,/ ?m,i_#;f/ﬂ.,f.é_, e
t ,? Zoren /:..ub,é_ M—;FLR_ ":bw_‘_,? /cf Lo Az-mﬁf o

N 12032

Coneirning Vhir proflev Do Pt ok

tr‘{.c) d"um:.,/ ’V;{/_.,:,L /.-( 3 (_{cﬁ; i ﬁ% ;Mﬂm?
\ij C‘;ﬁ“‘ X



1 " Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE FATRONAG OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCREGATIONS

NNNNNNNNNN
NEW YORK
LOS ANGELES TRafalgar 5-0200

MQ‘M@,MMM%MM
*Mmulwaﬂg.ﬂwhdlia.wm
HOC- A (2 Gy baw TMMW;;*-

o aodud) e oo ssaling 6 Wi Uair,
istdiing and) <ond Tack e J0d) waa
ol 106,000 Uz ;.-.Mmﬂ Tling usey



e AR Aadmaainaiats M;ﬁ‘wmm&m
ﬂﬁiﬂ:ﬂﬂ,,:ﬁm a8 Ui M é;q
g"m‘”' o L cnsandbn. . Slatsre llechad wiZh
QAW.M&J Mm‘-ﬂ-ﬂ-{d:ﬁu: .(E

Wo .00, QWA o0 2 s
MM.;Q;,;Q‘ s wlile Tio peaihle
Uk S ies snon-elliuccantay sfendansy
Lo | vuoy L tat "t Mgﬁ-ﬁ
pogen m:*q' U#MM oW Sy
o E\ut:rs_ befos wiids * Aud,
W‘Muam%ﬁwww
bt a i, Whea M&ﬁﬂmﬁwp
M]&W,M ﬁ ‘Uﬂ*\“ '
ﬁt\d&::—ﬁ. ﬁlﬂ.“}-@-&l Ced War a kTGl {)a;_@-,m
Ehu:ﬂ'w.’fh&'mﬁ-dj_‘?mh ,

L




— fesponse to a letter from Alexander Schindler '~

I do not believe homosexuals are interested in the help

of the Union because they desire technical aid but rather
because they seek some measure of formal Jewlsh acceptance.
Since I take that to be the major issue in your questions,
I must precede my answers with a statement of the religlous
basis upon which they rest.

First, as to traditional Judaism, I do not see in any
balanced reading of the literature a basis for treating
homosexuals other than as grave sinners who ought to repent
their iniquity and live hetercsexually. Considering the
diversity of opinion on many other toples and the resulting
possibility of utilizing lenient as against stringent judgments
there, the degree of unanimity here carries with it special
welght. Thus, from the standpoint of traditional Jewish
law and teaching, to accept homosexuality as an equivalent,
alternate life-style to heterosexuality is unthinkable, In
my opinion there is theological reason for this but since the
sources normally do not give the bases in belief for their
decisions, such inferences must remain somewhat subjective
and so I deal with them separately, below.

Reform Judaism is not bound to the enactments of tradional
Judaism. Indeed, it 15 one of the chlef glories of Reform
Judaism that it encourages a clear break with tradition when

it is clear that two Jewish values conflict and one deserves

K C,s(?u\"_.:_;y&r 173 C.HI' %‘M;Qu.e_,.



preference over the other, or when our modern sense of God's
demands from us as members of His Covenant people 1s signifi-
cantly contravened by a traditional practice, Sq,dtnpita the
unanimity of traditional Jewlish teaching on homosexuality,
Reform Judaism might see fit here to make a break with the
past in the name of greater comsistency or higher command.

The contemporary Jjustification of homosexuallity stems
from an interpretation of the modern understanding of human
sexuality and contends that homosexuality is not abnormal, or,
more positively, that homosexuality is another way of being
a person. If, then, Reform Judalsm has respect for the
dignity of all persons, it should have respect for the
dignity of homosexuals and, in recognition of that fact,
dissociate itself from the negative teaching of tradlitional
Judaism in this area.

I do not think that we can here benefically argue this
interpretation of human sexuality. At the present stage of
scientific knowledge there remains much conflict of evidence,
analysis and opinion. I prefer then, while awalting further
data, to operate l'chaf z'chut, to grant, for the sake of

argument, the maximal, personalist elaim.

In the brief statement which follows I base myselfl
upon the general theological position I have elsewhere
outlined over the years,

As against some minority of Reform Jews, I am not of the
opinion that everything which is good for people as persons
is permitted to Jews, The word"Jew" 1s not synonymous with



the word "person"; and the Jewlish people is not, in essence,
the same as any group seeking to enhance personhoecd. To me,
to be a Jew is to be a certain kind of person, one whose
personhood is fulfilled in tlerms of the Covenant, That is,
a Jew 1s a person whose existence is lived out not only in
terms of his own needs and desires but in terms of God, whi%
image the Jew seeks to emulate, and in terms of the Jewish
community's expression of its historic relationship with God.
Thus the gquestion of the acceptability of homeosexuality in
Judaism is dependent not on whether it enables some people
to be persons -- a thesis I have accepted for the sake of
argument =- but whether it is a way of life compatible with
the Covenant bétween God and the Jews.

The Covenant 1s a relationship fundamentally concerned
with time and the d%tw of humankind. While it must be
validated in the present and thus have immediate meaningful-
ness, it would probably have no meaning were it not for the
past (in which it originated and was given content) and even
more so, were it not for the future, to which it is directed.
It is this latter feature which is eritical to this discussion.
The Covenant is centrally directed toward the coming of the
Messiah, Thus Israel's faithfulness in the present, its
contemporary doing of commandments and its immediate pursuit
of justice are as much instruments toward lnaugurating the
coming Kingdom of God as they are intrinsically valuable,
Hence it 18 a primary Jewish responsibility to endure in history

until the Messiah comes. Jewish continuity through time is=s



fundamental to faithfulness to the Covenant, Thus, 1f there
is no succeeding generation of Jews to carry on the Covenant,
then a2ll the previous generations of Jews have had their messianic
efforts frustrated. Blology 1s therefore a major factor
in Jewishness, Indeed the homosexual Jew is confronted by
the question of his Jewlshness as much by the factor of his
birth into the Jewlsh people as by his upbringing in the
community or his present choice. This sort of reasoning is
the theological root of the notably intense Jewish attitudes
toward sexuality, marriage, procreation and the family.
Analogously, I take 1t t::thn rellgious basis for the rejection
of the sexual styles of the pagans among whom Biblical and
rabbinic Jews lived, And I believe 1t to be the valld
interpretation of Judaism today.

As I understand the Covenant, then, homosexuality cannot
be considered, for Jews, a sexual option of equal status to
heterosexuality. Or, more directly, I do not see how
Judaism, understood as life under the Covenant, can welcone,
encourage or honor homosexuality in the Jewish community.

In sum, homosexuality may, for the sake of argument, be one
way among others to be a person; Judaism, as I understand
it, cannot consider it a way one ought to be a Jew,

Such are Jewish ideals, Heality poses some additional
questions,. It is clear that some individuals, born into the
Jewlish community, find themselves to be or choese to be homo-
sexuals and they now want an open, accepted place in the Jewish

community. Moreover, the preseat mood of urban, educated

America is to tolerate, if not to encourage, living out one's



homosexuality, Hence the number of Jews who are or choose to
be homosexuals is likely to increase and with it, the pressure
for Jewish recognition, I do not believe that this reality
or those numbers change what 1 understand to be fundamental
to Jewlsh falth and practice., However, these factors ralse
the 1ssue of what our practical responsibilities are to our
homosexual kin and, within the scope of your questions, I
shall try to . respond.

On the basis of these considerations I answer your

questions as follows:

1, Homosexuality is not a pattern of existence to which

we should lend any officlial Reform Jewlsh credence or sanction.
Hence the Union should not encourage homosexuals to organize
Jewish congregations and should not help them to do so.

3. If such congregations are organized and seek membership
in the Unlon, we should not admit them.

4, If the gender of persons involved in a relationship is
largely irrelevent to its quality then surely a ceremony is
even less important, The request for us to provide or condet
homosexual marriage ceremonies seems essentially a request
for officlial Jewish recognition or sanction to homosexual
marriage. Obviously, there is nothing to prevent. the partners
in such a relationship or the homosexual community from
creating and conducting thelr own ceremonies with .as much
Jewish symbolism as they deem appropriate. Since I do not

believe Judaism can consider such a marriage the equivalent



of a heterosexual marriage and since I do not believe that
Judalsm should encourage homosexuality, I deo not believe
that we should create or conduct homosexual marriage
ceremonies,
2. I have deferred my response to the gquestion about a
"rabbli's obligation to serve such a congregation" so as
to be able to say something about the issues posed by the
realities of Jewish homosexuals,

First, however, no rabbl 1s "obligated" to serve any
congregation; how much the more is he not obligated to serve
one which, as I see it, is not reflective of Jewish ideals.
Moreover, I do not think our Placement Service nor any
of our institutional officials ought to use thelr resources
or thelr station to seek rabbinic leadership for homosexual
congregations. 1 believe the need to indioc= te the lack
of Jewish sanction to homosexuality goes that far, But
now a word of mitigation is in order.

As a matter of ger{}r&l Jewlsh teaching and particularly
after the losses of the Holocaust, I believe we must always
make every possible effort to understand, help, appreciate
and encourage our fellow-Jews in their desire to be Jewish,
I can therefore understand that any Jewlsh teacher, called on
to teach Judaism to a group of interested Jews, would want
to be of help to them, I can further s=ee that some or many
Jews will want to reach out with a poslitive sense of kinship

to fellow=-Jews who are seeking to affirm their Jewlishness,



even though they are doing so through the Jewishly unusual
medium of homosexuality. I would therefore be against
vigorous acts of condemnation and protest of such homosexual
Jewish congregations as come into being on thelir own.

Bather in humility before the extraordinary variety of

forms that authentic human existence may take, I believe
Jews ought to live in openness with homosexuals as persons,
and, in consonance with our desire not to cut off any Jew
today from coming to live fully under the Covenant, we

ought to maintain as many Jewish ties as we can with our

homosexual kin. . P .ﬁ :?’
Eugerie B, Borowltz
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