MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996.
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996.

Box Folder
4 8b

Gay rights, 1973-1990.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



r.

a civl rights publicaticn of ¢
rece, I am surveying various
ding their policies and views

: only with the religiocus aspe
lf, but also with the position
regarding human rights for ga
1 please send me the most rece
:oncerning these issues. Also
>f the Union of American Hebre
1wy way from the leadership of

itements or materials to my at
:sbian Task Force by the end o

Sincerely,

b R

1¢ )09









ried to explain to her not to WwWOrry.
r sensitivity and support as we try £
" this near tailspin.

now that after some consideration,
ten a part of Sam Karff's inappropr
g. I say this within the following ¢
: several weeks ago to inform me th
IDS Committee as a joint commissic
i¢ Chairman of the Board, Mr. Gold
, certainly I didn't understand. Bo :
had been a committee meeting at tk
ad prompted the CCAR Executive
mmission level. In my conversation
I why the UAHC was not prepared
:garding AIDS. I said I wasn't sure.
taken the leadership role, and that
te to remain peripheral except for 1
/¢ taken on the UAHC committee le

P T T S - TPaonme: Chaiicas



B e T L e e T o

community, that the conversation r
inate should as a matter of course 1

‘esumption of pushing you on a dec!
be a new point of strategy with reg:
lay. Once again, [ thank you for v
ype that the material that I sent und
_MNidre sermon is simply an example
homophobia and homoscxuality in a
the sweetest of w Yl:ar

SN






‘hey )
m in t& %SQ" 1d m
ls but wha uded becaus:

There are probably ynung paq

T e e m——— T =l R e e -



me for many, -'_- it must be a

AMERIC&N IEWISH
RCIIVIS

i % nat %{ou 1:

-)in thn F
ur n‘nyélgun ar nr;.,g@mgn who

jood henlth .Winb s and all

-u injv



w:ff

Lt AU
UL

f/é./
F w il (6









: M. Schindler

:an Hebrew Congregations
e

fork 10021

ited out to me that I made a m
regarding the CCAR Committee o

! our Committee was that we rei
1ith official repmresentatio
: Union. This would mean, of
ould speak only on behalf of
rer is addressed to the Colleg
: Conference recommendations.
re to be considered by the res

: above makes sense and that v

the error. If there is anvth
: be in touch.



| AMtRlLAN thI:.H 3
AKLHIth




ny daughters turmns out to be a
111t or humiliation. I don’t 1
led admission to rabbinical sc|
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think we need to put our heads toget
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.Jdography will not be altered, we im
i the text. It is the volume most u:
wut homosexuality, and is a fine re!

isted in following the process throw
ippy to discuss the piece with your .
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Psychiatric Association deleted the
of mental illnesses. Dr. Judd Marm
ssociation, writes in his book HOMOE
no doukt that ultimately an enlight
homophobic fears and prejudices. 1
to be accepted as human beings and
discrimination." -

rigid condemnation of heomosexual cor
many modern readers dissatisfied. W
des toward homosexual relationships
ith both because of the strong emoti
he matter is far from complete., The

there has been little or no objecti
condemned it (23) but it was widespx
les and Plato, love affairs between
even considered beneficial for the
nger party. Even in societies that
ntly than former generations suppose
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A footnote ought to be
something like this: This section h
revised from the author's original t
thinking on the subject.

Line one, the word "apg
[f a word of lesser punch than "absc

suggest outright,

End of first paragraph,
[ran and instead add: but in Canada
seen removed frem the eriminal code.

Paragrarh two, line two
"Jewish Christian" add "or Muslim".

Paragraph five. At th
after the word available, the subseg
sentence written by Dr. Bamberger ha
vhat Dr. Bamberaer had to sav renres
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For the last few years I
orrections to Stuart, and I trust tt

With cordial regards.
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the publication success of the Tora
ad our concern elsewhere, you contin
, these congratulations are due to n

sontribute to the homosexual questio
inst the proposed revisions.



t difficult to compare the two
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| wide margins, and indicate at
posed. In this way, it will be

We began some time ago to do
iV, because the old way--the we
i view too difficult.
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| Avenue
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ard:

| in receipt of your memorandum of Fi¢
mentary. I have read over the sect:
amberger and the proposed revision 1

Rankin essay, while in general an ir
ece, presents me with certain serio
the revision uses the word apparent,
tences. I find that use of the ter:
There is no "apparent" condemnation
that Christian courts executed cert:
e ages., These are not apparent/app:
ly or unfortunately factual. The Bi
between males, and Christian courts
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I think that there are enumerable &
olve to the homosexual person, pat
"come out of the closet."

eneral, I would suggest that the sec
hould be reconsidered and appropriat
est that the revised section be reac
several psychiatrists. Perhaps it
Dr. Judd Marmor, who is listed as t
sexual Behavior: A Modern Reapprais
mportant that we issue in our commer
piritually understanding, but also n

all consider the other question you
m and will forward any suggestions t
ly endorse the adding of cantillatic
xt, which would be a wonderful addit

best personal regards.

Fondly,
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on of the Commentary on the T
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n of Sha'ar Zahav. Indeed, w:
the basis for our discussion.
sending you differs from that
th of what we have to say woul¢
ready saild, I thought it migh:
.ttee to have a sentence by se:
the passages thatl our congreg:
i8e they would llike to see ret:
ar Zahav on the passage at the
nd those they would like to s¢
© see alteratlons ln a couple
eptable to Sha'ar Zahav--one ¢
iclosed ), We agree additions
‘egation, and we have added a «
rence to the resolution passec
.«H.C: in 1977 (pame 2) and one



1@ committee at B.C.C.
»2d that the followlng sdditlo:
» be verified before inclusion

fundementalist group continue

Alter originel (SZ)

18 who commlt homcsexual acts |
\n many countries, including s
1@ case of consenting adults.

retain original

iexuality, especially emong ma
innatural, perverted, and dege
look préveiled. The first pub
ijorld was voiced chlefly by pse;
ision toward homosexuals,
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Retain original

rigid condemnation of homosexu
] will leave many modern reade

Alter original (B.C.C.
come to re-~think our attitude

Alter original (SZ)

cult to deal with both becsauss
ne andavatandine af the mattar
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know why some people have a T
on. No known glandulardisturt

Delete original

nacessarily effeminate in appe
any consisten or elgnificant r
The Freudian theory of arreste
eome cases, but not all. In s
8 to have resulted from matern
orous father figure; but some
earliest e¢hildhood, The =ffor

Add to original (SZ)

omen are rarely ldentifiable t
hed to them. Nor are they mor
o exhlblt neurotic symptome or
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tceived the proposed change of the s
am not totally comfortable with it.
d not substitute one of those Freud
original. At the very least let bo
‘om line is that the passage in its

11d not suggest that we are moving £
severe sanction (which is certainly
:he sense that it is an alternate 1li
e (also unacceptable). It may well
: must be accommodated, but it canno
is as the normative eguivalent of he

1 not volunteering to rewrite the se
: this reaction is of some assistanc

1as been too long since we have comm

that." I hope all is well in your
in sending fond regards to Diana an
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8 we covered were the Houston Biennj
Torah Commentary. First the Bienni:

t there was a genuine misunderstand:
ention space, and that there was no
cause of our sexual orientation. Iz
congregation leaders asking for sugt
residents and vice-presidents. I si
as still possible to reserve space i
urse, to be offered not just to the

neither Dr. Vanek, the chair of th
knew what letter I was responding tu
nda and program had already been sef
. the general program was months bef

ry supportive of cur having a presel
es, and I certainly hope we can. H
ittee (again chaired by Dr. Vanek, 1

and so0 I will be alert to all appl:



it letter of December 11 let m

‘he gay group in San Francisco
t psychiatrist, is coming to s
share with him your letter a:

0 you and Elizabeth,

Cnl‘dill 11!"’

Kahn



Page 882, column 1. Bamberg
covering both male and female homos
ve been accurate at the time, it no
& referance to "some left-wing groug
und and should really not be in the
suggestion, therefore, which will z
placement of a single line (line twe
g}, is as follows:

.+« various other groups. Some

Column 2, line 16 from the botton
»d statement. I suggest:

««. development finds nowadays on
support.

Omit the last sentence in that pa
necessarily harsh. I will make up
iing and changing the top of page 88






Toronto M5P 3K9
Ontario, Canada

Dear Gunther,

I have read the Bambergex
Leviticus 18. I think the onl
be to add a footnote saying sc
this having been writtem in 1%
much of the more recent resear
on the whole subject, and that
urge that we not be 'stampeded
This way, we date the material
Bible is dated, and imply that
tary to be written in 1983, tkt
have changed.

It was good seeing you ap
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your personal and confidential letts
plicant to HUC-JIR who admitted that

lear that it has been the long-stanc
t homosexuals. Though we never publ
e a publie issue of it, if a person
xual, or if our elaborate psychologi
indicated as much, that applicant we
policy has been in effeet through tt
suming any administrative responsibj
ds for Admission," which was draftec
dent must be mentally and physically
quired of candidates prior to fimal
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e most competent advice of experts,

al view, about which vou inquire, I
tive moral judgment regarding the hc
wrote in answer to questions address
tude. As I stated there, the homose
ting under duress; he is am SN

Certainly, in the eves of Judaism
porary view of reality, he is not tc
blemish; he is not to be excluded f1
be welcomed and treated with an ext:
compassion.

ts as candidates for the rabbinate,
est a student, for example, to dete:
ties. If a student's GRE scores are
fher. This certainly does not invol
nt. It is just that we do not feel
ion to our constituency by ordaining
son has serious health problems, or



my estimate of the situation is imy

is now ready to accept as role mod
officiants, counsellors, and guides
xs of their community, overt homose:
te process to study the situation.

m personal stance at this time is m
onal view regarding the homosexual;
mt. I eertainly do not see the hom
ily a matter of the realities and pr

In attempting to explain my attitu
«d" or quote classic sources. It is
1 of current reality.

| to your fortheoming visit to Cinei
jportunity to spend a little time to

ngs and best wishes, I am
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tach you by phone last week. Y
iot complaining as they say thi
isule form what I wanted to sp
‘hat I am contacting vou at thi

further discuss this matter 1

iy not be aware but we have ha
ixperience take place in our r.
‘aul, Minnesota. In short, the
‘he fact that she is a lesbian
'ing in the separation of her
1f all that happened are impor
:he concerns of Bob and myself
it I communicate with you firs
e first congregation has been
we failed miserably. With al

we did not prepare ourselves
Thavrae haa haan a 1ot of fino
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surprised to see that he did i
this letter.

talk about the feasibility or
| convert the CCAR Committee o
e; or as an alternative see i
.ives on the CCAR Committee wh:
like we have HUC representatis
id other committees and CCAR-Ri
n other committees).

Y, I do not understand what hi
8 congregation had nowhere to
 healing." Turning to the Ret
e able to bring in regional ai
dership,does and should bring
‘oblems.  We also have the NCR:
i not aware of this matter at :
‘el the UAHC ducked this quest:
'ift? As you can see, I am ve:
this before considering whethi









lution was subnitted for consi

Because Joe Glaser and I felt
died deliberation than it coul
we proposed to the submitters
it from consideration in 1986
would be formed to study the n
7 Convention in Florida.

for the first time vesterday,
kowitz, and we proceeded to fc
and discussion. It was stronc
t the process would be more pr
ted as a Task Force representi
than as an exclusively CCAR Cc
will necessarily involve cong:
participation of UAHC becomes

of yesterday's Committee was t
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O erase discrimination agains
rs of our society, and the Ce
§ exemplified this position i
ouraging "legislation which d
3 between consenting adu}ts al
against them as persons," an
iow well over a decade since |
\tions offered membership to :
gay and lesbian Jews; and the

gregations, and they are pros



ountering diserimination in e
ma mater, Hebrew Union Colleg
o make explicit a policy of n
1 lesbian applicants and stud
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1 Jews in their communities;

mbers to establish Programs 1
't discrimination against gay

hildren.
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:hank you for your kind letter
‘und campaign. We regret that
ir participation as an endorse
is good to know that you supp

wote, I have enclosed copies o
1e ongoing dialogue we have ha
We are very troubled that nei
: received by us during the ye.
‘ing it to your attention at tl

Yours sincerel;



aiting for a response from you to my
ned Rabbi Randall Falk, Chair of the
u served and which handled my Congre¢
Bennett. | inquired as to when the

in my letters and was amazed to di:
ceived the letters which we had sent
that you circulate them to the othel
e that he knew, from a chance convel
fficulties in the situation and exp

‘'things did not turn out as we (the

to you now to request a response.

. good faith decision of our Va'ad te
own reasons, have made response irl
s disappointment, in the extreme, tl
so utterly failed to meet the respoi
treated a Member Congregation with 1
you to have failed to even acknowle
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ting to express my concern am
ng received a response from tl
tter of 6 December 1982 to Ral
.sted he send on to you, Rabbi
kah and other holidays tend t«
y busy schedules, it seems to
than patient in awaiting a re:

ay be aware, the December 198!
Ogus, Mike Rankin and myself !}
Podolsky and Tom Lowenstein,
raised for the Conciliation P:
not as yet have a true resolut

letter has been ignored is a
d finanecial consequence to us,
continued to honor the Conecil
s of last July, 1982, despite
ed which go to the wvery heart



several months, you and | have spoke
egation, Ahavat Shalom. We have ski
on of this congregation and its rel:
e is receiving full salary and benel
the conciliation agreement reached
Sha'‘ar Zahav has expressed specific
am turning to you for guidance and @
ublication, ''Suggestions for Proced:
nships'' does not address the issue ¢
hat you, both personally and as the
he Mational Commission on Rabbinica
are committed to prowviding resource:
ss to a point of true resolution. |
red state of satisfactory resolutio
address and act on the overwhelm

ikt is in violation of the conciliat

-oncrllatlan agreement on behalf of

_______ i alhme tha Eammsik i



| to San Francisco from cut-of-town

i a reason for agreeing to these ter
‘eement based on the objective that |
d, supported or encouraged by Allen
ition from Sha'ar Zahav.

ippened after the agreement was reac
1 of Rabbi Bennett's representative
co-convenors of Ahavat Shalom. Ind
force in the creation and developme
in individual capable of independent
, however, it is obwvious that he is

\d is undertaking a leadership role

approval. Had Allen determined not
jregation around him or had he expre
:s under the circumstances, one can

i1d be different toeday. Allen's sup
1e organization of Ahavat Shalom at

t until July, for the sake of our ag
right approval and support. He cann
the pulpit or otherwise '"officially"
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that Rabbl Alexander Schindler has

hreat of the Moral Majority and othe
Jews, Would you please send a copy
ne where I can find 1t7

Sincerely,
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a congregation in the Los Angeles &
evidently exclusively, only members
al community in that area of Los Ang

mily whose forebears founded Congreg
New Jersey, and as a member of Refc
fe, I found this article particular]
d a statement that this congregatior
ssigned a female Habbi to lead the ¢

yself a religious scholar, but I am
one homosexuality. TInasmuch as the
ome instances, "outreach" programs 1
haps the additional bending of the 1
ng a congregation of homosexuals (wk
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