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They Also Died

At the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem, more than 100 Officials at the monument refused to approve the observance, and a few
homosexuals from 12 countries gathered yesterday to remember the  Orthodox Jews shouting “AIDS!” and “Homos! May God save you!"
tens of thousands of homosexuals who were killed in Nazi death camps.  disrupted the gathering, where one man embraced his friend.
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sense: a story of liberation for those who were shunned
and persecuted, and a story of liberation likewise for our
entire religious community whose adherents are coming
to realize that we are all of us one family, that our fates
and freedoms are inextricably intertwined.

e it

as it has been expressed in religious communities,
affirms but one principle as a valid measure of our
relationships: that of betselem elohim bare outanu, the
recognition of the likeness of God in each and every
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romainc an ninricht foncennct thraniochniit the American

g resas s assaiemaiang

rational and enlightened segment of American soci-
ety. How many genuine initiatives have we seen from
our Jewish defense agencies against gay and lesbian
bashing and hate crimes, or in support of gay and les-
bian rights? How many of our communal organiza-
risions without regard
ndidates? How many
lon in Jewish life still
aalachic prohibition—
h is reinterpreted, or
any other respects by

Trasavas passatU stuvas tuoav i aaiuon

1 in our Reform Jewish
unter more lip service
f homophobia. Let us
subject have been infi-
deportment. In spite of
ary, the singling out of
iman constellations as a
idespread sentiment in
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not extended our embrace to include gay and lesbian
Jews. We have not acknowledged their presence in the

midcet of nir evnaonotiee We have nat dienelled the

Proudly displaying BCC's charter with the UAH(
Past BCC President Tom Johnson, Rabbi Lisa Edu

our state and federal governments to le
marriages and to grant them the same
ed to heterosexual couples, our own
secretly or even openly judge gays an
promiscuous in their relationships nor
overcome their aversion to same-sex 1
CCAR is still reluctant to sanction rab
when gay and lesbian couples are pre
their lives to one another and to establ
loving Jewish home.

Aye, we are still slaves in the lan
Mitzrayim! We continue to see our lives ¢
that narrow place in which we live...a
Cruz Haggadah so felicitously puts it “:
self-generated version of reality, we lose
tive possibilities, we see no avenue of
only ““Mitzrayim.””

But do not lose heart. There are aven
hand. I know from my own experience t
to be educated and to change fundamu
wrestle na little hefore hestine those der



elean-like clung to the
wut molestation—how
ar gay and lesbian visi-
ry to a narrow place?

itil it turned to gall in
vercome fear and self-
ish lives—how can we
and lesbian communi-
ry bein hamitzarim, back

while being subjected
ibout who we are and
itely paved the way to
ticipate in judgments
ot, judgments that can
up of people and keep
or?

Egypt, Mitzrayim, the
e blood-stained sea of

Oh, would that [ hz
and split the sea for
than to join the meml
us crossing over to t
Jews and as free hum
voices in joyous song

But, alas, I have no
your ally and admirer

I can speak up for
job benefit rights, re
Jewish life and beyons

I can serve as a cc
who have passed thrc
time and again durin;
ing partners friends :
journey.

I can offer my pra
found within the lifeti

[ can be a rabbi for
confer without hesitat





