
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1953-1996. 
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996. 

Box Folder 
     5        4 

Holocaust, 1981-1994. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 



r 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

One Page FAX 

TO: BENJAMIN MEED 

September 29, 1994 
24 Tishri 5755 

Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler: 

I am saddened by the dispute over the unfortunate 
scheduling of the Salute to Israel Day Parade on the same 
day as the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration. 

My sympathies in this case lie with the survivors. 
The date of the Memorial Observance has been fixed for 
many years by both the Government of Israel and the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Commission as the Sunday closest to Yorn 
Hashoah. 

To parade in splendor down Fifth Avenue on that 
day -- a day designated not for celebration but for 
remembrance -- would trample on the memories of the men, 
women and children who perished and on the sensitivities 
of those who survived. 

I am confident that my good friend Julius Berman will 
find another date to celebrate and thus preserve the 
sanctity of a day that must continue to be dedicated to 
memorializing the Six Million. 
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From: Edith J. Miller 

September 16, 1994 
11 Tishri 5755 

To: Rabbis Eric H. Yoffie and Arnrniel Hirsch 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

RE: CONFLICT/ 1995 - YOM HASHOA AND ISRAEL DAY PARADE 

Ben Meed of the American Gathering/WAGRO called to enlist 
Alex's assistance in regard to a problem which developed 
this year as April 30/ Nisan 30 is when Yorn Hashoa is to 
be commemorated (the last Sunday of April) and the AZYF 
plans to have the Israel Day Parade that day. April 
27/Nisan 27 is the actual Yorn Hashoa date. Israel 
Independence day is May 4 this year. 

At Alex's behest I told Ben the two of you would look into 
the matter. Alex would be grateful if you would determine 
what's happening and seek to help resolve a distasteful 
situation. 

According to Ben, the survivors are terribly upset, the 
AZYF refuses to budge and things are "out of control and 
everyone has been damaged." 

Meed told me that there's a contract with Madison Square 
Garden which was made some years ago, they reserve far in 
advance, for the commemoration and the date (last Sunday 
in April) has the "hecksher" of the U.S. Congress and the 
State of Israel. 

He also notes his people refused to share exchange of 
correspondence between WAGRO and the AZYF to Gershon 
Jacobson of the Algernaner Journal in effort to keep 
conflict quiet, but apparently Don Edelman provided 
Jacobson with letters. 

I'll ask Dick Cohen if he has a copy of press items . . will 
also clip my Jewish Week if anything appears. 

Ben wants Alex's intercession and I told him you speak 
with him and for him .... please keep us posted. Also bear 
in mind the Reform Movement has placed Yorn Hashoa on the 
calendar officially ... 

Ben's number at American Gathering is 239-4230. 



EXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
'.':' PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Allan S. Horlick 
President & Gen. ~anager 
WRC-TV 
4001 ~ebraska Ave, ~.W . 
Washingtonr DC 2b~16 

Dear ~r. Horlick: 

June 16, 1993 
27 Sivan 5753 

The dedication of the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, DC was truly a moment to be 
recorded for posterity. Thus, I salute WRC-TV for 
having suspended regular programming on April 22, 1993 
in order to broadcast the entire dedication program. 

I have just received the video tape of this momentous 
occasion and thank you very much for making it 
available to me, and through me, to the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations . I am certain that we 
will find ways and means to make use of this document 
in our educational programs . The Holocaust, one of the 
darkest hours in human history must never be forgotten. 
We must mak e ce rtain of chat . This video tape will be 
a valuable tool towards that end. 

With repeated thanks and ever y good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

~lexander ~- Schindler 



,. 4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20016 
202 885-4000 

Dear Friend, 

A Television Subsidiary of 
Notional Broadcasting 
Company, Inc. 

June 3, 1993 

On April 22, 1993, roughly 10,000 people braved cold winds and rain to witness a 

momentous occasion: the dedication of the United St.ates Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

Washington, DC. WRC-TV is proud to have suspended our regular programming on that 

day in order to broadcast this event live, in its entirety. It is my pleasure to send a copy of 

this program to you, which is enclosed, as our gift. 

It is our hope that this videotape can be shared with countless others, particularly our young 

people, for educational purposes. It serves as an introduction to the Museum and its 

import.ant historical record of what occurred during the holocaust. 

In remarks at the dedication, President Bill Clinton said, "The evil represented in this 

museum is incontestable and, as we are its witness, so must we be its adversary in the world 

in which we live." And so we must be. Each one of us. Every one of us, all races, all 

religions, must be responsible for keeping watch and speaking out ... to protect all of us from 

the possibility of future atrocities. 

Sincerely, 

44JJI/~ 
Allan S. Horlick 
President 
& General Manager 



HASKELL R. GORDON 

61 KINNICUTT ROAD 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01602 

May 1 4, 1 9 9 0. 

Mr. Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alec: 

Thank you very much for your lovely letter and insert 
regarding the presentation of Verdi's Requiem as presented 
on April 26th at Carnegie Hall. I loved your introductory 
comments and wish that we had access to them for an event that 
we ran at Temple Emanuel on April 29th to commemorate Yorn 
Hashoa. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the program that we 
sponsored. All the music was played by members of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. The Director, Narrator, and Violist was 
carried out by Mark Ludwig of the B.S.O. who did about a year 
and 1/2 of research on the project. He discussed the back
grounds of each of the composers who later perished at Ausch
witz. Two of the composers were students at Sch8enburg and 
one was a student of Bartok. There were 500 people present 
on a Sunday night to hear this program. There were no atten
dance fees involved. 

Many people came to us and wrote to us saying that they 
had never been so moved emotionally at a commemorative Holiday. 
The program as prepared by the B.S.O. people is probably 
going to be presented in Amsterdam sometime next year accord
ing to Ken Haas/ the General Manager of the B.S.O .. 

We look forward with great excitement to the presence of 
Rhea and you at our Simcha on June 17th in Lenox at Blantyre. 
Ina joins me in sending our love to both of you. 

Most sincerely, 

Haskell R. Gordon 

HRG: j t 
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Temple Emanuel 
280 May Street 

Worcester, Massachusetts 

Rabbi Norman Mendel 
Rabbi Stuart Gershon 
Rabbi Joseph Klein 
Cantor Sheri Blum 

Harold Press, Administrator 

Chamber Music Composed In The 

Terezin Concentration Camp 

Sunday, April 29, 1990 at 7:30 p.m. 

A Program To Commemorate Yorn Hashoa 

Mark Ludwig, Director 

Ronan Lefkowitz - Violin 
Si-Jing Huang - Violin 

Mark Ludwig - Viola and Narrator 
Sato Knudsen - Cello 

Cantor Sheri E. Blum - Soprano 
Soomi Lee - Piano 

We wish to thank Haskell and Ina Gordon for their extreme generosity in 

sponsoring this program. It is being dedicated to the memory of Philip 

Rose's family who perished in the Holocaust. Philip was Ina Gordon's 

father. 

Everyone is invited to a reception immediately following the concert 

downstairs in the Temple Auditorium. 



KLEINE$ WIEGENLIE0 
(CRADLE SONG) 

(Translations on page 4) 

Cantor Sheri E. Blum, Soprano 
Sooml Lee, Plano 

* GIDEON KLIEN (1919-1945) 
FANTASIA AND FUGUE FOR STRING QUARTET (1943) 

* VIKTOR ULLMANN (1898-1944) 
STRING QUARTET NO.3, OPUS 46 (1943) 
ALLEGRO MODERATO 
PRESTO 
LARGO 
RONDO 

* DAVID GRUNFELD ARR. ZIKMUND SCHUL 
UV'TZEIL K'NOFECHO 
(IN THE SHADOW OF YOUR WINGS) 
FOR STRING QUARTET (1942) 

* ELIAHU HANAVI Folk Tune 

Ei-li-ya-hu ha-na-vi, Ei-li-ya-hu 
ha-tish-bi; Ei-li-ya-hu, Ei-li-ya-hu, 
Ei-11-ya-hu ha-gll-a-di. 
Bi-me-hei-ra ve-ya-mei-nu, ya-vo 
ei-lei-nu; Im ma-shi-ach ben 
Da-vid, Im ma-shi-ach ben 
Da-vid. Ei-11-ya-hu ... 

(May the prophet Elijah come soon, 
In our time, with the Messiah, 
Son of David.) 

* HATIKVAH N.H. Imber 

Kol od ba-lei-vav pe-ni-ma, 
ne-fesh Ye-hu-di ho-mi-ya. 
U-le-fa-a-tei miz-rach ka-di-ma, 
a-yin le-tsi-yon tso-fi-ya. 

0d lo a-ve-da tik-va-tel-nu, 
ha-tik-va she-not al-pa-yim, 
li-he-yot am chof-shi be-ar-tsei-nu, 
be-e-rets tsl-yon vl-ru-sha-la-yim. 

(So long as still within the inmost 
heart a Jewish spirit sings, so long as the 
eye looks eastward, gazing toward Zion, 
our hope Is not lost - that hope of two 
millennia, to be a free people In our land, 
the land of Zion and Jerusalem) 

(2) 



TRANSLATIONS OF ILSE WEBER SONG CYCLE 
Translations by 
Mrs. Helen Sachs 

ICH WANOERE DURCH THERESIENSTADT 
(I Wander Through Theresienstadt) 

I am wandering through Theresienstadt, 
My heart Is heavy as lead, 
Until my walk Is ended 
Almost at the "Bastel" 

There I will stand on the bridge and look Into the valley 
I would love to continue my walk 
I would so love to go home but I no longer have one 

Togo home 
What a beautiful word which makes my heart very heavy 
They deprived me of my home and now I no longer have one 

I am sad and exhausted 
And sadness fills my heart 
Theresienstadt, Theresienstadt, when will there be an end to this suffering 
When will we be set free 

EMIGRANTENLIED 
(The Emigrant's Song) 

Swallow the tears 
Don't let on the terrible hurt 
Don't listen to their abuse 
Yet, my own will is hardened by this in order to maintain my sanity 
In the end everything will be beautiful 

Then this horror will end and the hate 
And the pain will have an end 
Then the enemy will again call me brother, and will shamefully reach for my 
hand 
In the end everything will be beautiful. 

And no longer will I have to stay away when the others are happy and laughing 
For me the sun will also shine again 
And the little birds will awaken and sing 
In the end everything will be fine! 

For me the sun will again shine 
The trees will be green 
And once again I will have a home 
And brothers and all the bitterness will vanish like a heavy dream 
Have faith in the future 
Don't lose your momentum 
The world will once again be a beautiful garden. 
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UN DER REGEN RINNT 
(And The Rain Is Falling) 

And the rain Is falling 
In the darkness I think of you my child 
High are the mountains, the ocean is deep 
My heart Is sad and tired longing for you! 
But why are you so very far away my child 

And the rain is falling 
God himself has separated us my child 
You should not have to see this suffering and misery 
And you should not have to walk on these stony roads 
Have you already forgotten me my child. 

ADE. KAMERAD! 
(Farewell Comrade) 

Farewell comrade 
Here the road will split, but tomorrow we have to part 
I am leaving you because they are pushing me into the Polish transport. 

You gave me courage and kindness 
Ever ready to help-
Your hankshake softened many a blow
Now-we'll never see each other again. 

Farewell comrade 
I feel badly for you 
Our farewell Is so sad 
But don't you lose your courage 
I was always very fond of you 
And now I am sure we will never see each other again. 

KLEINE$ WIEGENLIED 
(Cradle Song) 

The night is creeping through the ghetto 
So black end so still 
Sleep my child and forget everything around you 
Nestle your little head in my arms 
Near mother you will sleep cuddly and warm 

Sleep my child 
During the night a lot could happen 
During the night the misery could vanish 
Wait my child you will see when you awake 
Freedom will suddenly be here over night 

(4) 



ARTISTS 

MARK LUDWIG. Viola 

Originally from Philadelphia, violist Mark Ludwig joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra in the fall of 1982. He received his bachelor of music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, where he studied with such eminent musicians as Joseph DePasquale, Joseph Silverstein, Raphael Bronstein, Felix Galimir, and Alexander Schnelder. His teachers also Include his father Irving Ludwig, a violinist in the Philadelphia Orchestra. Before joining the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Ludwig was co-principal violist and soloist with The New Chamber Players, a chamber orchestra composed mainly of members from the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Curtis Institute of Music, and he was principal violist of the Curtis Institute of Music Orchestra during the 1979-80 season. He currently teaches privately In the Boston and Cambridge area and he is on the faculty of the Boston University Tanglewood Institute. In May of 1986, Mr. Ludwig appeared as soloist with his brother, violinist Michael Ludwig in Mozart's "Sinfonia Concertante" for violin and viola with the Boston Pops Orchestra. Mr. Ludwig is founder and artistic director of the Richmond Performance Series, now in Its fourth season. 

Sl✓ING HUANG. Violin 

Violinist Si-Jing Huang joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra at the beginning of the 1989-90 season, having graduated from the Jullliard School of Music In New York in May 1989. Mr Huang's numerous scholarships and awards Included the Lincoln Center Scholarship; he was also a winner of the Young Concert Artists Auditions held in Hawaii. Mr. Huang's teachers included Glenn Dicterow and Dorothy Delay, as well as his father, Da-Ying Huang. A former member of the Juilliard Orchestra, he has participated in the chamber music festivals at Aspen and Taos, and he has participated in a concert tour of the United States with the Classical String Players. 

SATO KNUDSEN, Cello 

Born in Baltimore in 1955, cellist Sato Knudsen joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1983. His teachers included David Soyer at Bowdoin College and Stephen Geber, Robert Ripley, and Madeleine Foley at the New England Conservatory of Music. He also attended the Piatigorsky Seminar in Los Angeles and was a Fellow for two summers at the Tanglewood Music Center. Before joining the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Knudsen was associate principal cellist of the San Antonio Symphony for three years; prior to that he performed with the Boston Pops Orchestra, Boston Opera Company, New Hampshire Symphony, and Worcester Symphony. As cellist with the Anima Piano Trio, he performed at Carnegie Recital Hall and Jordan Hall, throughout New England, and on radio stations WOXR-FM in New York and WGBH-FM in Boston. As of the 1988-89 season, Mr. Knudsen occupies the Esther S. and Joseph M. Shapiro Chair in the second stand of the Boston Symphony Orchestra 's cello section. 

RONAN LEFKOWITZ. Violin 

Ronan Lefkowitz, who was born in Oxford, England, joined the Boston Symphony in 1976. A graduate of Brookline High School and Harvard College, he Is the son of the head of the Department of Musicology at Boston University. Mr. Lefkowitz studied violin with Gerald Gelbloom, Max Rostal, Joseph Silverstein, and Szymon Goldberg. He was concertmaster and a frequent soloist with the Greater Boston Youth Symphony and was concertmaster of the International Youth Symphony Orchestra under Leopold Stowkowski. An award-winning performer, he was named most promising young violinist at the August 1969 International Festival of Youth Orchestras and 1972 winner of the Gingold-Silverstein Violin Prize at the Tanglewood Music Center. 

Recently he and three of his Boston Symphony Orchestra colleagues played a Vivaldi Concerto for Four Violins with the Boston Pops Orchestra in a performance aired this past summer on WGBH-TV. Mr. Lefkowitz is a former member of the Francesco String Quartet and the WGBH Boston Artist's Ensemble, and he recently helped endow a fellowship at the Tanglewood Music Center in the name of Gerald Gelbloom for a student of violin. He currently teaches at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute, and he enjoys running , gardening, and birdwatching. 

(5) 



·SOOMI LEE, Pianist 

Ms. Lee has won numerous awards including Seoul National Philharmonic Competition, Midland-Odessa Young 
Artists Competition, Kankakee Piano Competition. In Europe she has concertized extensively in England, France, 
Switzerland at the Dartington, Fountalnebleu, Tibor-Varja and Ernen Musikdorf Festivals. She was invited to perform 
two recitals in Town Hall, at the Auckland Festival In New Zealand. Ms. Lee started playing the piano at age 5 with 
her mother and at age 9 she was a soloist with the Korean Broadcasting Symphony Orchestra. After giving her solo 
recital in Town Hall in Seoul at age 12, she came to the United States to study as a full scholarship student at the 
Juilliard Pre-College School. Ms. Lee later attended the Curtis Institute and earned her B.M. and M.M. degrees from 
Indiana University and the New England Conservatory. Her primary teachers have included Mme. Ilona Kalios, 
Georgy Sebok, Patricia Zander and Nadia Boulanger. She made her New York debut at Carnegie Recital Hall at age 
16. She gave recttals through out the New England area including Gardner Museum, Worcester Art Museum, Jordan 
hall and Sander's Theater. Ms. Lee appeared as a soloist with the Korean Syumphony Orchestra, Seoul National 
Symphony, Thayer Symphony Orchestra, Symphony by the Sea, Harvard Chamber Orchestra and Sinfo Nova. 

CANTOR SHERI E. BLUM, Soprano 

A native of California, was invested as Cantor at the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion - School 
of Sacred Music in New York City in 1982. While attending Cantorial School, she served as Cantor of the Union 
Reform Temple in Freeport, Long Island. She was a voice student in the studio of the late Judith Raskin in New York. 
She is currently finishing her eighth year as Cantor of Temple Emanuel in Worcester, Massachusetts. Cantor Blum 
has concertized extensively throughout the Northeast, thrilling audiences with her magnificent and versatile voice. 
Cantor Blum is married to Mr. Elliott M. Ginsburg and they have one daughter, Rachel. 
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A preliminary assessment of conservation priorities at Auschwitz based 

on a visit to the site on April 24, 1989 (Prepared for the Ronald S. 

Lauder Foundation by James H. Frantz, Conservator in Charge, Department 

of Objects Conservation, Metropolitan Museum of Art, May 11, 1989) 
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The preservation of the site of Auschwitz will require the 

coordinated efforts of many professional conservators with expertise in 
several specific areas and will raise philosophical questions that will 

engag e the opini on s of many others outside the field. That the project 
is complex could perhaps be said without first-hand examination of the 

site, and a one-day visit on April 24th confirms this assumption. 
Indeed, what this visit demonstrates is that the magnitude and scope of 

the project are such as to require for their accurate evaluation 

extensive surveys in each of the special areas of concern. The brief 

- outline which follows should be understood in this context and is 
necessarily limited to a qualitative assessment based on first 

impression. As is noted below, many important parts of the site were 

examined either briefly or not at all. 

On April 24th, two parts of the site were visited: Auschwitz I and 

Auschwitz II (Birkenau). 

Auschwitz I 

Auschwitz I consists of approximately thirty, two-storied, brick, 

barracks-type buildings arranged in three parallel rows of ten buildings 

each. Where once only rocks and dirt surrounded these structures, today 

grassy borders are to be found with the rocks and dirt limited to the 

paths between the buildings. Many of these buildings are presently used 
to house the exhibits of articles of clothing, hair, and other 
possessions once belonging to those murdered at this site. Auschwitz I 

also includes adjacent to the barracks complex the small gas chamber and 

crematorium used by the Nazis as prototypes for the larger versions 
later installed at Birkenau (Figs. 1 and 2). The entire complex is 
surrounded by a double barbed-wire fence with guard towers spaced at 
regular intervals along its perimeter. Several specific issues of 
conservation are to be noted: 

l. Barracks 

The buildings themselves appear to be in relatively sound condition 

and not to require urgent attention. It seems that some maintenance of 
these structures has been performed in association with their present 

function as exhibit galleries and administrative offices for the site. 

2. Exhibits 

The exhibits are generally displayed behind glass within rooms of 

the barracks. No particular means of climate control is in evidence, 
and--with favorable weather prevailing at the time of the visit--the 

windows were open to the outside. In some rooms, heaters have been 
installed within glazed-ceramic enclosures. In general, a single room 

is devoted to a given type of exhibit. 

a) Shoes. On sloping wooden decks on either side of one large room 
are displayed a vast and crowded disarray of shoes (Fig. 3). These 
are in a predictable state of conservation need, and--with regard 

to their rates of deterioration relative to other objects in the 
collections--should receive a high p~iority. 

1 



b) Clothing. There appears to have been little conservation 
performed on the articles of clothing displayed, most of which are 
simply tacked to wa lls of exhibit cases. 

c) Luggage. In a large room, on a deep, sloping deck are displayed 
many pieces of luggage, often bearing the names of their owners 
(fig. 4). There are leather valises as well as wicker baskets. 
These articles are displayed in the same compelling chaos as are 
the shoes described above and have similar conservation needs and 
priorities. 

d) Hair. In another room--in a manner similar to that used for the 
shoes and luggage--a vast, densely packed quantity of hair is 
displayed. Although some effort appears to have been made to 
prevent insect infestation, there is again a clear need for both 
preventitive maintenance as well as treatment. 

e) Prayer shawls. A few prayer shawls are exhibited in a single 
case. These appear to have at least been mounted with some concern 
for their conservation. 

e) Eyeglasses. These are exhibited as a large pile of twisted 
metal frames and broken lenses. Many of the frames are visibly 
rusted, and some lenses show signs of devitrification. 

f) Soup bowls and utensils. A large number of the metal bowls and 
utensils used by the prisoners are packed together in a deep pit at 
the end of one room. Again, although the condition of these 
objects is difficult to assess without close examination, it can be 
stated that without climate control in the building an appreciable 
and continuing rate of deterioration can be expected. 

g) Photographs of prisoners. Record photographs taken by the Nazis 
• are exhibited in indivi~ual frames along the corridor walls of 
several barracks. The mounting of the photographs and the frames 
appear decidedly makeshift, and the condition of the prints 
themselves reflects what were clearly less-than-archival techniques 
used in their processing. 

h) Other exhibits. There are rooms devoted to the display of other 
items, such as straw and straw-filled sacks on which prisoners were 
required to sleep. Because of filming in progress at the time of 
the visit, not all the barracks were seen. 

3. Archives 

The director of the site reported that there are preserved both 
written and photographic archives. These were not seen during this 
visit, but clearly represent a high priority both for conservation of 
the original material and for its reproduction into more permanent form. 
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Auschwitz 11 (Birken au) 

Despite the efforts of the Nazis to destroy the gas chambers and 
crematoria at Birkenau an d the pa rtial destruction of s ome of the 
barracks, the single purpose of this site as well as the scale of its 
operation are today immediately apparent to any visitor. The railway 
track that enters the site through the s olitary guard building divides 
what were originally more than 600 barracks into two unequal sets and 
terminates at the two gas chambers and crematoria (II and III) 
symetrically disposed on either side of the large modern monument. From 
the railway track and its parallel ramp, the rows of existing barracks 
stretch to a virtual horizon in either direction (Figs. 5 and 6). The 
entire complex is surrounded by a double barbed-wire fence with wooden 
guard towers set at regular intervals along its perimeter. The 
following are the first issues of conservation noted: 

1. Barracks 

These are almost exclusively wooden, two-storied buildings set on 
concrete foundations. Although in some instances only the foundations 
remain, many of the complete structures are extant. These buildings 
were not inspected at close hand; on the basis of a discussion with the 
director, it can only be indicated that there are serious structural 
problems requiring attention. 

2. Gas chambers and crematoria 

The long rectangular undressing rooms and gas chambers of the two 
complexes (II and III) were built below ground, while the crematoria 
were large brick buildings adjoining them above ground. Of the 
crematoria only rubble remains, while the configuration of the gas 
chambers and undressing rooms are clearly preserved in the ruins of 
their collapsed reinforced concrete roofs and brick walls (Figs. 7-9). 
Among the fragments of these· parts are to be found architectural details 
of the original exterior structures (Fig. 10). The principal immediate 
need in conserving these ruins lies in the brick masonry walls which 
provide the sole remaining definition to the shape of their rooms and 
which are undergoing visible damage from the pressure of surrounding 
earth and from more than forty years of vegetation growth and weathering 
(Fig. 11). 

General recommendations 

The assumption is taken that a principal aim of the project is to 
preserve as best as possible the site and its associated collections in 
their existing state without refurbishing or other cosmetic 
intervention. During the visit of April 24th, the complexities of such 
a project were discu ssed with the site director, Mr. Kazimierz Smolen. 
In this discussion, it was suggested that a first priority should be to 
review whatever reports and recommendations exist as may have already 
been submitted on the issue. The director indicated that there are 
several such reports on specific aspects of the site and its 
collections, and that copies of these would be forthcoming. Without 
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attempting to anticipate the content of these reports, it seems evident that a comprehensive program for conserving the site and its collections has yet to be established. Although it is premature to describe such a program in any great detail, some first steps and priorities can be suggested: 

1. A team of conservators and other specialists should be established to represent the several areas of experti~e called for by the 
conservation needs outlined above. 

2. A director of this team should be appointed. 

3. The involvement of conservators at Copernicus University in Torun and elsewhere in Poland should be explored. The difficulties associated with importing specialized expertise from afar for a sustained project of this kind should not be underestimated. 

4. Proposals should be drafted for each of the several areas of conservation: archives, buildings, articles of clothing and other exhibits. These proposals will require substantive examinations of the site and its collections by each of the conservation specialists and--in several cases--their supporting staff. 

5. One or two of these proposals--perhaps for the archives and one of the exhibit categories--should be implemented on a trial basis to establish that the working structure of the project is viable. 

It can be stated in advance that an overriding priority for all of the collections of archives and exhibits housed indoors is the 
installation in the buildings of a proper system of climate control. 

It would also seem appropriate to this writer to incorporate into the program for conservation some of the broader issues relating to the historical description and presentation of the Holocaust given at the site. 
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We have j us L r 'cc: i v t• d yo ur Sep Le 111 be r 16 note and the art i c 1 e 
Gregory Racz hn s wril.Len on the lloloc a u s t . Alas, your first 
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I ask that you leL me know just what you had in mind in re
gard to the RJ c z piece . 

Many th anks and be s t wishes for a s weet New Year . 

Si_ncercly , 

Alexander M. Schindler 





"The hottest places in Hell 
are reserved for those, who 

in times of great moral 
crisis, maintain their 

neutrality_ .. 

by Greg Racz 
Theme Course 6 
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Dear Kids, 

I'm VIiting 1D )l()U 1D git.re you some of my thoughts on the Holocaust. I find myself 

questioning hov 'Vil1 my children remember tt.ae Holocaust? Ho"'1· vill the Holocaust be 18.ught in 

~ur hisl:lry books? ~ a great moral \oic1Dry of the free wrld o,,er Fascism or rather as the grealest 

collectiv-e silence ever? Will the wrld continually bear vitness and learn from the deaths of 

6 ,000 ,000 (213) of Europe's Je'WS? These q ues1ions bum inside me. 

The European and 1-.meiican societies of 1930' s and the 1940' s vruct1 vere so advanced 

industrially and intellectually 10 allov such a m.achiriery of death m exist vere likewe societies 

,,hich should have had tl"Jf. moral courage m prevent such a monstrosity. Regretfully, these people 

vere silent. Therefore, it is up 1D those sUIVitling tt.ae trauma m unders1and vhy they failed m display 

co~e, ,.rhy did tliey at.rert their eyes inslead of helping the Jevs? .Also, those sUIVing must 

acJc..01,ledge these people's silence as a tragedy and as a crime. People individually must recognize 

t.Jli!! ~nd peoples commun8lly 8Ild n8.tionally in t.he history booJc.s mt'l!lt "{v!i1f. s.bout it. H must not be 

igriDred tl.ie 'Way the Je~.73 ,.,ere. Finally, and most impornntly, ve must learn from it. We must 

le8m 1D prepare ~ fD prevent its re-occurrence . We must learn that each indh7id ti.al, each community, 

eact1 nation must be t,'igilsnt in the def erise of their morsls, must be eq uiped 10 stand 11p for vh8.t is 

right et.,en arid especially irt times of ethically egregious and repret.aensible beha,rior. 

Dame said in the Inferno, "the hotlest places in hell are reserved for those vho, in times of 

great moral crisis, maintiin tt.aeir rieutrality. "1 His haunting vords indict many vho lived during and 

through the :,iears of the Holocaust, those ,..-ho failed m raise a finger let alorie a voice m save the 

Jevs . More impornntly, hovever, let Dante and the Holocaust become our guides. Botti should 

inspire m I:> develop a set of morals and convictions that vill tielp us in times of moral crisis 1D act 

and speak out rather than •mam1am our rieutrality." For this is ttie only vay in ,.rhich ve can honor 

those vho vere killed . 
Fillip Muller, a special dea1ail vorker in Aushvitz, recounts his sttJry in Claude L8I1Zmann's 

film SIIOlb.: 

"Like a choIU3, they (the Jevs about ttJ be gassed) began ttJ sing tbe Czech national anthem. 
That moved me terribly and I realized that my life had become meartingless, vhy go on living? ... so 
I ~rent into ttie ga!t chamber "'-l'J.th tt.iem resohred to die . Suddenly some vt.s0 recognized me said 'so 
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you vant t:, die . But that':5 ~meless. You must get out of here alive . Your death "W'Ont give U:5 

back our lives. You must bear "!1.7itness to our suffering and to the injustice done to us ." 

I :re-1ell his story 'because it is of supreme value . In the face of t:ltal death he wanted -=, give 

up . Yet those about to meet their doom comriru:ed trim -=i struggle to SUI\7ive so that the vorld may 

learn about and from the Holocaust. He managed to slllVive and ve have heard his story, nov it is 

up to you and me to learn from it. 

By no"·' you probably ha.\re a fe~, questions. I'll anticipate them as best as I can. Who,~ 

silent? The German VolY..sgeist for s1ar1ers . The non-German non-jevs vho va.1ehed impassively as 

their je"!l.ri.$h commuriity members vere forcibly reJocated into ghettos if not outright depor1ed from 

t.heir ria.ti\,re land~ . And finally, tragically, the rest of Etuopear1 community held their breatti. 

Your second question and one ttiat still is difficult to explain is vhy did people remain silent? 

Did people not realize the magnitude of deatll, the paver of the Nazi death m&ehine? Impossible . 

WJ-illt ttie eY.act dimension may not ha\,e been bla1antly and immediately obvious, the reJocation, 

resettlement and deportation of hundreds of thousands if not millions of Jevs did not go unnoticed . 

WJ-iy didn't the Pope speak out? WJ-iy did ttie US vait until late 1941 to enter the var? Why didn't 

tl'.lf. .aJlies bomb the railroad tracks to prevent or at least slov dovn the deatti machine? Simply, vhy 

,irere people. reluc18nt to help the Je~,s? 

'l'\ro strorig vorJr.s about the HoJocaust vhich I encourage you to read and viev on your 

ovn are TI!Orrias Marlll.'S short story .M."il'Ji.7 ,iJJd t/Jt'.M.t~i-:Ji:u1and Lanzmann's film Slloah(Shoa.J-i is 

the hebre,:;, vord for anriihilation). 

Marlll.'s story, vrit1en in 1939, before the Na2i death camps and machinery had begun to 

operate at full capacity, pro,7ldes sharp allegorical insights int:> ttie dangers of silence and conformity 

as vell as the horrifying povers of Fascism. By 1939, Hitler tiad full control over N a2i Germany 

and 'Y8S in the process of in~rading C2echoslom.ia. While f ev if any of the European leaders and 

nations ree1ized tlle ha.voe Hitler vould be able to vreak, Mann's essay is tes18Jnent to the fact that 

there nre people vho understood t.he sitl.18.tion. Lilt..evise, tl'.lf. leading comedisn of the time, Charlie 

Chaplin, {have :you heard of him?) made a comedy entitled The GmatDnmrsatirizing the 



pove~ of Fascim and Hitler in particular. Although it vas very funny, the movie 'WS a pleat) the 

European mi American communities t> be vigilant, t) stand up t:> Hitler before it is 100 late. 

Unforomalely, neither of these men's ciie!' for intezvenlion ,rere heeded. Rather, tvo of the 

gret1.t po~~ of Europe (England and the Smriet Union) each signed treaties 'With Hitler in the vain 

hope of "securing peace in our time. ,.z Instead of pressuring Hitler t) return the lands he had taken 

by force the po-vers at be acqu:iesced. The Allies appeased Hitler so as not t) got:> var. From the 

Munich agreement \1 Roosei,elt's campaign pledge "not t:> send boys t) got:> var for a far awy 

country about vhich ve knov nothing, H people caved in and refused \1 inlfrfere. It vas this first 

ecq u:iescence, this first silence vhich furthered the general villingness 1D ignore the t:>rtuous realities 

that besieged Europe. 

Mt1nr1's st:>ry demonstrates hov easy it is for art outsider or b~s18nder, someone not 

immedi!,.tely threatened or endangered, 10 be seduced in1D silence. By analyzing the progression of 

the. father's silences vhile paralleling it to the silences of Europe it is painfully easy t:> see hov and 

~rhy people "maintti.ined their neutrality." The flitl"ier says tl".18.t he and his family vere attracted t:> t:> 

q1JJ1Jitie3 of Tom, 11.aly vhict1 "themsehres long ago cea!!ed t:i be evident," much lfr.e people vere 

ce.ptit.:-t1.t.ed 1:iy the rhetoric and illusions of Fascism - by 1934 Hitler had so bevi~hed the German 

:people tb~J tl"iey freely elected him chancellor. 

The family in Marl.Il's st:>ry quicJrJy faces nro ins1ances of jingoistic paranoia against vt.iicb 

they quietly succumbed. Once settled into the Hotel, they encountered an I1alian Princess vho 

possessed a "paIT!liOid ,.3 fear that the family's children vere infectious. Her fear vas rot unlike tl"Jf 

attitudes displayed by Germans \:ivards the Jevs . Instead of s1anding up t> the Princess, hovever, 

the family acquiesced . First silence. While on the beach they vere met vith more anti-foreigner 

sentiJJY!nt. Their daughter svam in vater vithout a bathing suit. The native I1alians vere zealous if 

not fanatic in their belief that this incident had "injured the honor of I18ly. ,,4 In deference t:> the 

"hype~nsitive prudishness "5 the family apologized and paid a fine . Second silence. 

LooJr.ing back, the father vonders, "ought ve not at this point had left?"6 and laments, 

"indoleriee rr.18.Jr.e~ us eroure uncomfortable situations . .,7 This third silence exemplifies t:i me tl"ie 



logical couxse that the European's silences folloved. Moral cnses and unpleasant circums1anees 

vere t>lera~ rather than confronted. And a habit vas forming. 

In Slloah, Lan2mann's internev vith a farmer vho lived across the track!! from the 

Treblinka death camp exposes the above mentality: 
Parmer: In 1942, vhen people began 10 understand vhat vas happening, they vere 

appalled, and they commented privately that since the world began, no one had ever murdered so 
ma1ty peopJe that vay. 

Lanzmann: And normal life vent on? 
Fanner: Cert8inly (ve) vorked . 
Lanzmann: Were (you) afI&id for the Jevs? 
Farmer: Well . . .it's this vay. If I cut my finger, it doesn't hurt him. 

Lanzmann effectively and poignantly d~lays these silences in inteIVievs vith by-standers. 

In the beginning of the fibn Lanzmann retlllm tJ a 10"-n in Poland situa1ed next 10 a death camp. The 

10vnspeople sa11r the horrors. They sa,Jt their brethren kicked out of their homes, yet they vere 

silent One citizen drove vitr1 Lanzmann through the 10"-n pointing out the home vhich had once 

been occupied vith JeTI . One lady qouted that her 10-wn Md been 8()9l, Jewh. What'i3 so scary 

about these inteIVie~--s i!: the matter-of-fact manner in vhich they are 101d. None of these people 

zho~r the slightest signs of remorse. I firid it hard 10 believe tha.t anti-semitism ran and still runs so 

deep as 10 allow entire communities 10 be so insensitive 10 their 01,,-n. I vill not believe that humans 

can be so capricious. Yet, I ask myself, couldn't people have left secret deposi10Iies of food? 

The by-standers of Europe had an ability, as Mr. Govkovski in Slloeh said, "tJ see so 

many transporn that it became routine," tJ numb themselves 10 the screams, 10 anesthetize themselves 

10 reality. Mrs . Michelson, the vife of a Nazi said, "it vas frightful. Depressing. Day after day-

the same speclaele. 11 Unfortunately, these people failed tJ act 1D help the Jevs. They sav the 

abominations yet let the .Je-v3 suffer. One Pole~, "it's nerve-vract.ing va1Ching such distress 

everyday, scream day after day. 11 It fails 10 occur 1D these people that instead of passively listening 

ttJey bad ch:>m: tJ speak out publicly or privately, tJ form pulic resis1ance and private resis1anee, 10 

do anything or at least something 10 s10p if not slov dovn the Nazi var machinery. 

As the Germans vere lured 10 Hitler, so 100 vas the family (bored and curious) beguiled by 

Cipolla.. At tr.ie beginning of the magic sho,fl, the father realizes trJat "it had bee11 a mistake tt:, 



bring-a his children. Yet the family 318.~d. Another silence. The father :rea!IOD!I, 83 I !IUJ)pose did 

most of Europe vbo kept their peace, "&!I ve had not gone avay in ge:meral (from Tom) 30 t:> speak, 

it wuld have been inconsi!ltent to do it in tbe particular ... 9 Inertia and the precedents of :inaction 

became deadly forces of immobilization. 

Once the audience he.d. fallen under the spell and leadership of Cipolla and Hitler, the leaders 

consolid1;1.ted t.he 8.1.1.dience~· reirerence for the leader by 1error and intimidation ~hniques. Kids, your 

grandfatlier, my father, lived irl Budapest, Hungazy throughout the entire var and described hov 

people bo,red 1D the Nazis . "First of all, Hitler rounded up and mes1ed if not shot all the communist 

party opposition leaders. The SS and Ge318.po didn't hesita1e 1D break in1D people's houses in the 

middle of the night and shoot them in the cellar. " Your grandfather concluded, "silence ,1SS the result 

of intimidation and disbelief .. . people simply had no experience vith this, they didn't knov vhat 1D 

do ." 

LiJe'..ewe, the father in the s10ry says, "(Cipolla's) riding-vhiJ• did much 10 keep rebellion 

from becoming oi.rert. "10 Cipolla humiliated all those vho challenged him. In so doing, Cipolla 

m.s able to build up not only a respectbut also a dangerous "hero-vorship" obeisance . The father, 

vho un.ders10od ~that Cipollil. 1}!'&.S doirig, &!I I suppose many in Germ.any comprehended Hitler, Jost 

his at•ili,Y to rationally 8IlBlyze the situation and maJc..e a comet decision &!I 10 vhat to do . The father 

rem81Jt..s , "the capacity for self-sumnder for becoming a 1001, for tt.ae most unconditiorlBl and utter 

self-abnegation, vas but the reverse side of tt.iat other po,rer to vill and 1D command. Commanding 

and obeying forrn together one single principle, one indissoluble unity .. . We fell under a spell ... a 

complacent ecslaSy."11 Hitler's and Gipolla's successes vere b&!led on the maximization of this 

idea. 

Hitler "83 able 1D curtail the feeble resis1anee movement by enlargirig punishmen1S and 

using, as JlOUI grudfather said, •gangster techniques ." Cipolla, by hypnotizing avay the audience's 

control over bodily functions (people unintentionally stuck out tt.aeir 1Dngues, danced, cramped in pain 

and kissed Cipolla), is able 1D remove people's ability 1D excercise self-discipline . 
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For me, one of the more pregnant and sad moments of Doah, occurs vben the thirteen-

year o]d Jewh singer boy returns thirty yew after the Holocaust 1D the 1Dvn that bad let him and 

thousands of other Je"WS suffer at the hands of the Na2is in the camps tight outside tlVI'L. Lanzmann 

1akes the man 1D the 1Dvn church and proclaims 1D these people that miraculously the boy vho sang 1D 

the 1Dvn had, suxvived . Furthennore he was standing in their midst. While ~u might expect the 

tlvnspeople, overcome vith guilt at their :inactioIL during the HoJocaust and overjoyed by his 

s~Tival, 1D embrace the singer-boy---he was tltally ignored. Hov he manages 1D smile throughout 

L8.D2lll8ll!l's inteIViev is be~nd my appreciation. My feeling is that he is stupefied that the 

t:ivnspeople could be so unmoved . He smiles as a vay of expressing his supreme dissappointment 

by their lack of learning . TIJOse by-standers t.aa\,i-e Ilf\,i-er processed vhat has happened. It is very 

Vv'hat makes va.tching Sboaheven more of an ordeal is that this man's st:iry is far from 

errigmatic . P.ather, virtually e\,e.ryone inteivieved demonstra.ted the same l&k of recognition at their 

O"\lm complicity. Granted , Lanzmarin only stJOvs the inte:rvie"'.rs vhich vill prove his point; 

ho,:;.i-e\,7er, the people he inte1·vie,:;.rs seems so representati·-re of their societies it is hard t:l belie\,e that 

their reactions are not symbolic and emblematic for tl"J.e rest of their compatriots and, if ~u vill, co

co:nspiratol1! . It is true that many of the cruelties suffered by the Jevs vere hidden behind the valls 

of concentration camps . Yet, truer still, is that many Jevs vere d yirig in plain viev on the streets in 

the ghet1Des . Mr. Km1d' s vivid accounts record both the plight of the Jevs as vell as the :inaction of 

the European vorld vho at that point vas undeniably in possession of the truth of the ex~nt of the 

atrocities . 

Wor:se, it doesn't bother the Poles much tt.aat the Jevs are gone. P.att.ier than their neighbor:s 

the PoJes vieved the Jevs as their "competi1Drs ." They shov no shame or remorse or guilt. Mr. 

Aaron said "the Christiaris heard the Je"WS vere beino- rounded up so they came 1D see the sher~,. 
I I -~ 

(What happened ~r the Je"",s left?) They took till our possessions . They took the keys to our 

houses and st:>le everything . " 
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It's presumptuous t::i say in their place '1itl'JOut such knovledge ,re vould have acled 

differently. However, having been educated about the Ho1ocaust, a-vare of the collective silence and 

i~ effects, ve vill be even guiltier if in the future vhen a moru dilemma confront! us ve don't s1and 

up . A3 Lanzmann instruct! us it is the first silence or the lack thereof vhich vill decide hov ve act 

later on. Therefore, vhen someone is being done vrong, vhen someone is being persec~d, offer 

'l!!~isttmce or get assisttffiCe. Do not 'Walk by and pretend you didn't see it. Don't be a by-s1ander. 

What Mann poin~ ou.t arid vb.at Lanzmann tries t::i highlight is that efter a person remains 

siler1t many times a habit of silence fonng and imbeds itielf in the person's conscierice . Likewe, 

after the person seq uiesces a little, tl'.ie beneficiary of the compliance begir.s tr, gair1 a stronger and 

stronger hold o\,e.r those submittirig and relinquishing their judgement. E.M. Forster says, "great 

men produce a desert of unifonnity arourid tl'.aem. 11 12 While I hesitate to so label Hitler and Cipolla., 

they ,rere both able ID manipulate people ID surrender their prtvate values and let the leader set tl'.ie 

s1andards . 

This is identifiable il1. Cipolla.'s burgeonirig control over his audieriee . By the end of "his 

sho~r" his pover had t,ecome complete . Only an act of violence by one of tl'.ie audience members 

vhom Cipollit. tl'.1.oroughly htunilia.ted ended both Cipolla.'s dominance and his life. The erding is ar1 

admonition ID Europe that if you remain silent, the situation may become volatile and necessitate 

drutic action. Hopefully, "Ye 'Will learn from tt.aese even~ and tl'.ie situation vill never present itielf 

vhere such extreme action is again unavoidable . By speaking out age.inst vb.at is vrong 'We can nip 

e\!il in t.he bud . 

Simply, the complicity of Europe vas a time of great moru poverty and 'Weakness. People 

lacked courage t> rise against popular indolence, against the machiries of the state, against the 

~hniques of intimidation. It vas a time vhen no could be cour1ted on. Trepidation fed trepidation. 

We~ fed veekness . 

No moru crusader vas villing to lead even though many people nations and 1e8ders included 

knev the evils 1aking pla.ce. Andrev Jackson said, "one man vith courage ma]r..es a ma.jortty. n 13 It 

is te318ment ID the ve8kness of the time that not one Allied leader, save Winsmn Churchill, a mar1 
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vho vas IXl embroiled vith saving his ovn people 10 concentrate on the .Jevish problem, s1epped 

fol'V8.Id aM specifically denounced the Holocaust. 

Like the dad in Mario and the Magician, the vorld knev yet they vere mesmerized failed 10 

adopt morally appropriate attitudes. The Allies remained quiet and aloof about the Jevish question 

amidst incriminating evidence . German industries, the compsrues tbatm&de malenals for the 

crema1Diiums, the chemicals for the gas chambers and anyone involved in the reilvay syslem, vere 

silent. The villingness of the leaders of industry and society t> perform their daily duties, routines 

and jobs amidst such horror provided examples for the vorkexs and masses 1D follo'1T. 

However, L8I1Zmann articule.tes 1D the wrld that no one person or people is responsible . 

Rather, Sboe.h illustrates that the '1l'or1d should feel a collective guilt for vere not most by--S18nders? 

Slloehhighl.ights that Nthere vas a complicity of an entire people _ 14 .. Hopefully ( I find myself 

repeating that vord) out of the Holocaust through instruments of education like Sboe.h ve '7i1l 

se:ngitize tl"Je , .l'Orld not force the erection of defe:nges by pointing accusa1Dry fingers . 

A tr11e, contemporuy, non-Holocaust s1Dry vhich shoe~ the mind reiterates the importance 

of speeJ:ing up if not acting. A lady, named Kitty Genovese, vas irt e. courtyard of an apartment 

building in Ne~t York City. A man vas rs.ping and beating her. She vas scre&.ming for help . 

People opened their vindo"W! and vat:bed . Finally, the accoster ru1 avay. A half an hour later the 

wman vas still lying on the ground unconscious. No one had bothered 10 call the police. No one 

had run 1D her aid . Tragically, the accoster returned and killed her. These people, like those vho 

kept silence during the extermination of the Jevs, are as culpable as the perpetra10rs. I am shocked 

vhen I bear mries like that. Haven't these by--s1anders been taught about the Holocaust and the 

dangexs of collective silence? Or about the necessity of spea.Jr.irig out and of acting? 

Tragkally, the HoJocaust and Ms. Genovese's death can never be erased from his10ry. 

Ho,rever, our inability 1D tum beck time doesn't justify or enable us 1D forget their occurrence. The 

Poles voo ,rat:~ the .Je'VS are co-conspirators; just as are those by-standers vho va1thed 

impassively as that helpless voman vas beaten, raped and then killed . The Poles, if not most of tt.ie 

entire European community either sav, beard and/or smelled the stencb of tt.ie Jevs' burning flesh. 
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Although maybe some displayed courage and helped, like Churchill and Kmki, they vere enigD'l8S. 

Tragically (I find myself repeating that wrd t)O), the •core of the Polish popula1ion didn't help the 

Je"YS, insftd they vent on living,• just as did those people, those b~s18nde:t'3, in the aparttnent 

building. 

In hindsight, Jr.ids, ,re see that the machineries of ~rror and silerice are po1ent Hovever, ve 

must strive 10 make the instrument! of courage stronger. We have :oov en1ered an ultra-high Slakes 

political situation vhere 1en nuclear bombs can kill as many people in minu1es as Hitler needed 10 do 

in years . 

Kms, you have a special obligation 10 speak out egairl!lt 18Cism and anti-semitism, n stand 

up for vhat you belie~re is tight becat111e if you don't, if you vait 100 long, if you choose 10 ignore, 

vhat and vho -vill pre,1tnt another Holocaust? Whether it's in sd.1001 or out, peace-time or "Var-time, 

on behalf of friends or strarigers, have the courage and the faith 10 help . 

Iswi said, •1 vill give tt.iem an everlasting name. "15 No"· it is up 10 us 10 give. them an 

everlasting me&11irig . 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN IIEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

I 

Dr. Karl H. Stein, Ph.D. 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Dr. Stein: 

August 10, 1988 
27 Av 5748 

(212) 249-0100 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to the 50th anni
versary of Krystallnacht. Our Honorary Chairman of the 
Board, Donald S. Day, has shared with me his response to 
you and I requested a copy of your letter to him so I would 
have the necessary details at hand. Indeed, your letter 
arrived on the very day that I received a fax of your com
munciation of August 1, to Mr. Day. 

Be that as it may, I have now had an opportunity to review 
your request. Unfortunately, the UAHC simp does not have 
the resources to undertake a project such a you have de
scribed. However, by coincidence, I have learned that 
Ambassador Ronald Lauder has determined to do precisely 
what you have in mind. He intends to utilize the resources 
of his own foundation to bring this p oject to reality. 
Perhaps your project can dovetail his. 

I truly wish I could be more forthcoming in responding to 
you. However, our resources really are limited for even 
so worthy an undertaking. It is my fond hope that perhaps 
you will be able to work out something with Ambassador 
Lauder. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
cc: Donald S . Day, Eso. 

,. 



P.S. You can write to Ambassador Lauder at: 

c/o Estee Lauder 
767 Fifth Ayenue 
New York, NY 10153 



Karl H. Stein Ph . D. 

375 Washington Ave 

Glencoe IL 60022 
312/835- 1178 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Am . Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Mr Donald S. Day~c):u3aq ~f•;ther,Union for Progressive Judaism wrote you 
recently about my plan to try and capture in so~e Yay some of the events 
taking place this Fall commemorating Kristallnacht. in Germany. He 
suggested I write to you since you apparently .plan to lead -a group to 
witness some of these· event;:; ·:pver there and to explore possible ways in 
which could c.~;l.l~bor~t~;;or·:.:ex.change ideas on this subject. 
rr-ibbf -:Arn~ld

0

"l1oi('~~'.Ci\Iciigb"i"iirged me to contact. the Union in the first 
place. I felt as a grandson of Rabbi Dr Alexander .Stein .who officiated 
at the Worms Syh3,gogue for over 40 years and tne son of Professor 
Nathan A. Stein who headed the Oberrat der Israebten Ba.dens and founded 
the American Federation of Jews from Central Europe1it behooved me not 
let such a unique occasion, unlikely ever to be repeated in future, 
go by wi t ho,ut some kind of record and documentation, if only for archival 
and historucal purposes. • 
As he rightly pointed out in his letter timing is a problem;it 1-s rather 
late to mount a massive project;further~ore I will be lesving for a 
vt si~t~~ ~tR{t~f~t s.W,~i -H:v~ess than two weeks. Funding is another problem rutl~~x~~iil~~~ re9;ctions to my plan to do a survey of 
participants to record some posfbly moving scenes of refugees who 
were dispersed all over the globe rediscovering old friends who they did not 
lmou had been saved and refugees _ meeting old nneighborsti ·who only lmew 
they disappeared. 

I was asked to make solile remarks on this occasion. In Karlsruhe, Baden 
they observe the publication of the history of the Je'-lish contributions 
to t he life of that city since its founding October 10 -17 and conn:emora te 
K..ristallrn1cht arotmd the beginning of lTovember. + ci1ose the foroer r,eriod 
for scheduling reasons since I was granted a leave og absence fro□ academic 
duti1 e s in Horway at that t ine. 

I sm soliciting help to conduct these interviews wherever I can find it. 
I don I t lmow whe.tli.er you feel your oeganiza tion or sorae other soul'ce 
might be prrpared to r.iake a· s□all contribution to this endeavor and ,muld 
certainly welco□e yourhelp in ibtaining it and your advice on how I kight 
tie in my efforts with your o bviouslt L1uch further-ranging itinerary. Hm.ever 
I would be glad to s hare my 1::asic survey instruments with your group if 
t here were any prospect of fielding t hese que.gtionnaircs in other areas 
especiall;/ in s maller co nmuni ties and cities wit h a unique his tor~· in this 
context either on account of t he partucularly hci...-1ous cri r.ies against humsni t:: 
perpetrated there or an unsual degree of sabotage against the effects of the notorious 11final solution11 by non-Jewish residents. 



I am eagerly looking firward to hearing from you , Rabbi Schindler to your 
ciliunsel and substantive help; and to hear about your itinerary in Germany. 

After August 20 my address will be : 

Hpskolesenteret 
Graduate School of Business 
P§cfeoks 6003 
N - Mprkved- BOS¢ 

Tel. 081- 1 72nn 

Sincerely yours , 

Karl H. stein 
Emeritus Professor 
Trustee , Village of Glencoe IL 

,, 
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August 1, 1988 

Professor Karl H. Stein 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Professor Stein: 

Thank you for your letter of July 28 which I 
received this morning and read with a great deal of 
interest. 

I had given some thought to the suggestions 
you made during our telephone call about ten days ago 
so I am in a position to respond promptly to your 
letter. 

From the standpoint of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, your project is certainly an 
interesting one and worthy of some support. 
Unfortunately, the World Union is simply not in a 
financial position to do so. We are presently 
operating under severe financial constraints and need 
every dollar we can raise to meet our current 
programmatic responsibilities. It would be highly 
inappropriate of me to undertake any additional 
programming at this point of time--as worthy as it 
may be. 

You are quite correct that the time problem 
is critical. I suspect very strongly that if you had 
attempted to raise funding for your project some 
months ago, you would have been successful. On a 
last minute basis, however, it is going to be 
extremely difficult to accomplish. 

I have no idea whether the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations is in any position to contribute 
to your effort either financially or otherwise. I do 
know that Rabbi Schindler is leading a group of UAHC 
leadership to Germany in memory of the occasion that 
you seek to memorialize with your projected oral 
history from returning survivors. Whether there is 



,.. 
Professor Karl H. Stein 
August 1, 1988 
Page 2 

any synergism between your program and the UAHC trip 
is problematical but if you care to write Rabbi 
Schindler, I am sure that he will give you the 
courtesy of a response. 

He can be reached at the following address: 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy 
of this letter so that your communication will not 
come as a complete surprise to him. 

DSD:csa 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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Auqust l, 1 988 

Professor Karl H. Stein 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Professor Stein: 

Thank you for your letter of July 28 wh ich I received this morning and read with a great deal o f interest. 

I had given some thought to the suggest ions you made during our telephone call about ten days ago so 1 am in a position to respond promptly to your letter. 

From the standpoint of the World Union fo Progressive Judaism, your project is certainly an interesting one and worthy of some support. Unfortunately, the World Union is simply not in a financial position to do so. We are presently 
operating under severe financial constraints and need every dollar we can raise to meet our current 
programmatic responsibilities. It would be highly inappropriate of me to undertake any additional programming at this point of time--as worthy as it 
may bP. . 

You are quite correct that the time problem is critical. I suspect very strongly that if you had attempted to raise funding for your project some months ago, you would have been successful . On a last minute basis, however, it is going to be 
extremely difficult to accomplish. 

I have no idea whether the Union of Amer ica n Hebrew Congregations is in any position to contribut P to your effort either financially or otherwise. I do know that Rabbi Schindler is leading a group of UAHC leadership to Germany in memory of the occasion that you seek to memorialize with your projected oral history from returning survivors. Whether there is 
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any synergi s m between your program and the UAHC trip 
is problematical but if you care to write R bbi 
Schindler, I am sure that he will qive you the 
courtesy of a re pons . 

He can be reached at the following addre~s: 

Un1on of American Hebrew Congregation~ 
838 F fth Avenu~ 
New Yor , NY 10021 

1 am taking the liberty of sendina him a cnpy 
of this lett r so that your communicat ion w1ll no~ 
come a a complete urpris to him. 

DSO:c a 

ery truly your 

Don ld S. D y/{;J()__ 
I 

cc: Rabbi Alexa nder M. Schindl r 
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uly , 1988 

Donald Day Esq . 
7 Fountain Plaza 
Buf.fako NY 

am sorry you failed to receive a l etter I wrote to you som~i;:na back; 

I believe I ou,tlined its con ten ts on th·.. phone: to repeat 'would like , , 

to sae some scenes/happoninga at t he commoraora.tive exernies taking pl/. 

in erma.ny captured for ~ost eri ty by qualified ,1ndiv<1duals who have 

11 their command equipment and personnel ca.pab e, not so muc o an 

ephhelileral fourna.lieic eff'ortt. which may le.ck the sabtkety an 

be iovabili ty of a truly a~tisti c/sentiDental and empathic o e 

10t to ·e vu gar as .rel l as intrusive. Th( /dea .rould be to r.a.ke a 

sample or available communities both metropolitan ... si~e anu sma er 

t o a an villages as well as medi1.tm.-eiied onea and organiie young 

so~al researchers and volunteers 
1
train the, sufficient y to to o a 

credit.able e.litative survey research proj ect ~eta per gui dance .. 
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the Institute for Social R$$e&rch at Frankfurt University hut have had 

I 



, . . ,, 
08/ 09/1 988 11 :11 

SAPERSTON & DAY, p. C .. 716 856 0845 P.06 

t> r:;sp nse tocla te; - a s 
I 

. and its i~oter inotitu io 

'which i s cl 

of Ch L eo to r ao 

rr ) 'OU _eel the i dea d ser 

n 

askeu the Der.1oi raphisches Inst.i tut in Allona. bach 

the la ione.1 pinion llesen.roh ct?rporation here in 

r- ly affilia. t"'d wit~-th~ Jn varsity 

posa. 

.hh . attention of the -nion wh:i.c I 
r 

e 
undestand 

l:e' , WO 1 for an practi 1 help b wa y f ~he pi n g me 

q 

contact k~ndt'ed s0• s who 0 _bo 
I 

a a d C t sin-Y l,e 1-ecessa~y 

vist coiiltacts like t.:r ~.lin; with 1.(.om r a ;1 f r tun .,. oly not yVt 

a wJ.n od ( and \/hose a d 1 t r v ) nd "t.he r in Ger ma ny w •. o 

you 

ho e no tif"ed of lll effo t a ho es of obta'ni ng lheir coo ora tion , if only 

o .tndeifl;.ake not oppooje such modes 

\.lays ~ eve t that may be uni que an 

ho se $e-fat 'ons here ad els~er e 

d ci . .>eet fforts t reco d in sornJsubtle 

never to e r epea din a co nt of 

aa val e.s in Germany -yin ou t . 

a t e:r 

···· ·..,:..,,..,. •••··· · · ·····-··- ..... 

b kea.vin hare f (/r , y gi.a.n a.ssign11ent in t.'1c m • dd e of Aufs t 

dres ; 

ge Grad . School gt B :i.nes elm 

ra to hearing trom ou d/or Rabbi Sc in er o n s , 

n adv 
to r.elp, 

wi h r.i y thanks for an 0. ; g u can 1 dt1 

•. eritu Pro 
u3t e Vil 

• 

s or 
ge o Gl coe !L 

J 

TOTAL P . 06 
· ·-·-·-- -- - ---- ---- --- ···· ·--

- --...... ...
....,...

..,.....
,.__ . ...... ..... . ;__i . . 



~,tu..-~ 
L E O B .A. E C K I N ~ST I T l f T E 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 

January 13, 19U8 
MKG/31 /8- FG 

Hebrev, Union College - Je 1.<1 ish Institute of Religion 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90007-3796 

Dear Rabbi Kaelter: 

:Vlax (;rut'nt''>ald 
Honorary President 

Y .. ~ .. r HaYim lt'ru:;haimi 
• /'resident 
Fra11L \\ "inkl ,·r 
l i, ·p PrPside11 1 

Frt'd •. L<:"osin~ 
Chairman uf the Board 

and TrPusurer 
Fred G ru bel 

:5,-,c -rernr, 

I ch~ ked the letter which you sent to Dr. Ismar Schorsch 
on October 27, witr, one of the l eadi 119 members of the 
Jewish community of Be rlin who, incidentally, i s an 
American. His answer is as follows: 

... if there i s no tablet commemorating Leo Baeck 
his memory is kep t alive in the commun ity, which 
is more important. There is practically no cele
bration of whichever kind at the community center 
without the name of Leo Baeck being mentioned. I 
dare say that there i s no organization in the whole 
world - including the Leo Baec k Institu te - where 
again and again the memory of the great late Berlin 
rabbi is so purposefull y brought to the attention 
not only of the present Jewish, but also the non
Jewi sh pubJ i c. 

Still, something shou ld be done and - I promise -
will be done about a panel to honor Leo Baeck. 

I think this answer spea ks for itself and you can be satis
fied that once such a Leo Baeck tablet is mounted in Berlin, 
it may be due to your initiative. Repeated thanks and 
kindest regards, 

Sincerely~
,/ / 

I.. • •,' . J •• 

Fred Grubel 
Secretary 



Dear Albert: 

November 19, 1987 
27 Heshvan 5748 

Thank you for the information regardinffthe Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. 
I have reassured Wallie Kaelter that you are looking into the matter 
personally, after having brought it to the attention of Ernst Stein in 
Berlin. Wallie also wrote to Fred who contacted me and I've brought 
Fred up-to-date. Since I had written to Galinski I suggested perhaps 
do so as well. Pressure from many sources never hurts. 

I have been advised that chuppah poles are safely in our basement. I 
don't know if Bob's family walked off with a second talith or if the 
one you inadvertently took was the one used for the chuppah -- a white 
tallith with blue trim and some wool in the cloth -- but I'll double 
check with Bob. Jane Evans has already instructed staff to purchase a 
new tallith for use as a chuppah and Bob has noted he is sending a gift 
to the Union for use of the chapel so I'm certain the costs will be 
covered. As for the talith you took - wear it in good health, consider 
it a gift from all of us to you. 

Knowing how bad the mail can be, you may hear from me and Rhea before 
this reaches you. We'll be stopping in London en route to the World 
Zionist Congress. But contact or not, we both send love to you and all 
your gals. 

Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Westmin1ster Synagogue 
Kent House, Rutland Gardens 
Kndghtsbridge, London SW7 1BX 
England 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



\\ 

WESTMINSTER SYNAGOGUE 
Kent House, Rutland Gardens, Knightsbridge, London sw7 rnx 

Telephone : 01-584 3953 

fro111 Rabbi Albert H. Friedlander, Ph .D. 

Rabbi AM Schindler, 
President, UAHC, 
838 Fi fth Avenue, 
New York NY 10021, U.S.A. 

Dear Alex, 

12th November,1987 

I have written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the 
Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. As it happens, I will be 
in Berlin in about ten days time and I will look into 
this personally. Do reassure Wollie Kae.lter. 

I am sure your brilliant address in Chicago received 
the applause it deserved, and that you returned happy 
and with new strength for the many tasks ahead. I do 
regret not being able to come but we returned to London 

right after Robert's wedding. 

In connection with the wedding I am most grateful that 
the Chapel was provided. One point still worries me. 
We used a Talith over four poles and I have the feeling 
that these were then taken away by the bridal party. 
However, I inadvertently took away a Talith which was 
lying in the Chapel itself. Do let me know to whom I 
should send a cheque to cover the cost for this - I do 
not want to worship in the temple with pledged garmentst 

With much affection from all of us to all of you. The 
theatre is having a good season in London and I hope that 
you and Rhea will be with us again in the very near future. 

As ever, ~ 

Albert H. Friedlander 
AHF/rmh 



Memo From the desk of 

EDITH J . MILLER 

the chuppah poles are here .. tallith is ~r/ 
missinq - not sure it's the one albert /~ / \. ~'< / 
took -- where can we reach bob s? have an 1

, / 

old number-----think someone in wedding party 
1
\ f 

took it and jane has asked merrie m to purchas~

new one---- it was expensive and she feels ~ 

should be paid for -- if albert took another one 

~ b'vakasha ... he should keep... ~ . 



Rabbi Woll1 Kaelter 
Hebrew Union College-

Jewish Institute of Religion 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

Dear Wol11: 

November 16, 1987 
24 Heshvan 5748 

Just a brief note to advise that I have heard from Albert Friedlander 
who indicates he has written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the Leo 
Baeck Memorial Tablet. He will also be in Berlin within ten days nnd 
will look into the matter personally. He asked me to reassure you and 
tell you he will follow-up on the situation and keep us posted. 

With warm regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



., 

Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Westminster Synagogue 
Rutland Gardens 
London SW77 lBX 
England 

Dear Albert: 

November 5, 1987 

The enclosed is self-explanatory. See what can be done, and let me know. 

AS:jc 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Heinz Galinski 
President 
Der Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin 
79/80 Fasanenstrasse 
Berlin 1000 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Dear Mr. Galinski: 

November 5, 1987 

I was shocked to learn, via a recent letter from a colleague, Wolli Kaelter, that the Memorial Court of the Juedisches Gemeindehaus in Berlin makes absolutely no mention of Leo Baeck. That is inexplicable to me, an oversight that cannot be permitted. 

As you know, Dr. Baeck was closely associated with the Fasanenstrasse Synagogue, which makes this omission all the more reprehensible. 
Please let me knww what you intend to do about it. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AS:jc 



Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 
Hebrew Union College-JIR 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Wol li: 

November 5, 1987 

I was shocked by the content of your October 27 letter, and I wil 1 write 
to Galinski at once. I also intend to send a copy of your letter to 
Albert Friedlander in the hope that our European colleagues can put 
some pressure on him. 

Warm regards. 

Cordially., 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

AS:jc 



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

3077 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007-3796 

(213) 749-3424 

October 27; 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York; NY 10021 

Dear Alex; 

I am writing to you to share a shocking experience which I 

had when I visited the Juedisches Gemeinde in Berlin on Erev 

Yorn Kippur; a few weeks ago. 

I entered the Memorial Court dedicated to the 60;000 Berlin 

Jews deported to the camps. The names of these camps are 

engraved on the center wall. On a side wall a plaque honors Otto 

Hirsch and Heinrich Stahl; two outstanding leaders of the 

community. There is another tablet near the entrance; in 

memoriam of Richard Tauber and Joseph Schmidt; two great singers. 

In vain; did I look for any memorial of Rabbi Leo Baeck. 

When I went to the office to inquire; Heinz Galinski; the 

president of the Berlin Germeinde for the past 40 years happened 

to be there. so; I addressed my question to him. He told me 

that in Berlin there is a Leo Baeck Grand Lodge of B'nai B'rith 

and a Leo Baeck Home for the Aged. 

When I pressed further and asked; how it was possible for 

this center of Jewish life in Berlin to lack a Baeck memorial; he 

became quite defensive and pleaded that he was occupied with Kol 

Nidre preparations and could not be bothered. "Besides", he 

said; "we have a large photograph of Rabbi Baeck in one of the 

meeting rooms upstairs". I checked and indeed; there it was in 

an extension of the restaurant, sharing the wall with Albert 

Einstein. 

What I find particularly irksome here is that, to the best 

of my recollection; no synagogue in Berlin was more identified 

with Leo Baeck than the Fasanenstrasse S nagogue - the very site 

on which the Juedisches ~Gemeindehaus has been erected. 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
October 21; 1987 
Page two 

I am addressing this letter to you because I believe that 
you may share a measure of my outrage at this neglect and that 
you may want amends to be made. If this is so; please express 
your sentiments by writing to: Heinz Galinski; President der 
Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin - 79 80 Fasanenstrasse ; ·:-n-ruuo; 
Federal Republic of Germany. I would appreciate recei • g- a- copy 
of'your letter. 

Many thanks for your consideration. Warms regards. 

Faithfully; 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 



~dith J. Miller November 16, 1987 
Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 

LEO BAECK MEMORIAL/BERLIN 

Your letter of November 12, together with a copy of Rabbi Wo111 Kaelter's letter of October 27 reached our office today. You should know that when Alex heard from Rabbi Kae1ter there was no indication that he had also 
contacted you. Alex wrote to Heinz Galinski and he also shared the Kaelter letter with Albert Friedlander and asked him to look into the situation. 
A letter from Albert arrived today and he notes: 
11 I have written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. As it happens, I will be in Berlin in about ten days time and I 
will look into this personally. Do reassure Wolli Kaelter." 

Should we hear anything futther we will let you know. In the meantime, you might also write directly to Galinski. 

Warm regards. 



THE PRESIDENT 

(') "v-,171J A 

~ffiffi'?. 
~~~ 
• -?~ ,"~· 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

3101 CLIFTO N AVE NUE · CINCINNATI. O HI O 45220-2488 
(513) 221-1875 

November 12, 1987 

Enclosed please find a letter from Rabbi Wolli Kaelter. I 
fully endorse his sentiments on the subject of a proper memorial for 
Leo Baeck in Berlin. I believe that you and I should write a joint 
letter to Mr. Galinski, expressing our joint concern. I will be 
happy to sign any letter which you formulate in this connection. 

With all best wishes, 

AG/ns 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Al<!/::-::;t scha 1 k 



u a£_ J!,{..J,-0/ • ~ . 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

October 27; 1987 

Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 

Hebrew Union College 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati; OH 45220 

Dear Fred; 

3077 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90007-3796 

(213) 749-3424 

It was wonderful seeing you last week. Your Azkovot for 

Walter Bucky and the Sonderlings were marvelous and moving. 

This letter is a follow-up on our brief conversation in 

order to share more fully with you the shocking experience which 

I had when I visited the Jueshiches Gemeindehaus in Berlin on 

Erev Yorn Kippur a few weeks ago. 

I entered the Memorial Court dedicated to the 60;000 Berlin 

Jews deported to the camps. The names of these camps are 

engraved on the center wall. On a side wall a plaque honors Otto 

Hirsch and Heinrich Stahl; two outstanding leaders of the 

community. There is another tablet near the entrance; in 

memoriam of Richard Tauber and Joseph Schmidt; two great singers. 

In vain; did I look for any memorial of Rabbi Leo Baeck. 

When I went to the office to inquire; Heinz Galinski; the 

president of the Berlin Germeinde for the past 40 years happened 

to be there. so; I addressed my question to him. He told me 

that in Berlin there is a Leo Baeck Grand Lodge of B'nai B'rith 

and a Leo Back Home for the Aged. 

When I pressed further and asked; how it was possible for 

this center of Jewish life in Berlin to lack a Baeck memorial, he 

became quite defensive and pleaded that he was occupied with Kol 

Nidre preparations and could not be bothered. "Besides", he 

said, "we have a large photograph of Rabbi Baeck in one of the 

meeting rooms upstairs". I checked and indeed, there it was in 

an extension of the restaurant, sharing the wall with Albert 

Einstein. 



Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 
October 21; 1987 
Page two 

What I find particularly irksome here is that; to the best 
of my recollection, no synagogue in Berlin was more identified 
with Leo Baeck than the Fasanenstrasse Synagogue - the very site 
on which the Juedisches Gemeindehaus has been erected. 

I am addressing this letter to you because I believe that 
you may share a measure of my outrage at this neglect and that 
you may want amends to be made. If this is so; please express 
your sentiments by writing to: Heinz Galinski; President der 
Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin, 79/80 Fasanenstrasse; Berlin 1000, 
Federal Republic of Germany. I would appreciate receiving a copy 
of your letter. 

Many thanks for your consideration. Warms regards. 

Faithfully; 

L,>--.)c--UG_ 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 



425 PAR K AV ENUE 

NE W YORK, N . Y. 1002 2 

January 20, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I read Dennis Moss's memorandum "Child 
Naming And The Holocaust" with great interest. Of 
course, in principle, the idea of naming a child 
after a victim of the Holocaust is a good one. How
ever, I think one hasto be careful not to stigmatize 
a particular set of names as "Holocaust" names. As 
I am sure you will recall, during the Third Reich, 
the Germans required Jews to add either Israel or 
Sarah to their names. Thus, it seems to me that the 
concept needs to be further developed. 

For example, one might start by urging 
parents to name children after relatives who perished 
during the Holocaust. This would give the child a 
direct link with his or her past. If the family in 
question is fortunate enough not to have had relatives 
in Europe during the war, I would suggest providing a 
comprehensive list of heroic (either in the spiritual 
or the physical sense, or both) individuals of the 
Holocaust era with whom the child would be able to 
identify. It is particularly important, in my opinion, 
that the child not view the person after whom he or she 
is named as merely a victim. In other words, we must 
be careful not to revive the "sheep to the slaughter" 
sterotype. 

I would be happy to discuss this proposal 
at greater length with you at your convenience. Since 
we shall both be in Israel next week for the General 
Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, perhaps we shall 
have the opportunity to have a chat at that time. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely yours, ~ 5 f_ ✓t_ .--

Menache~ 



, 

t 

Dr. Menachem Rosensaft 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Menachem: 

• • 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 26, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advancing the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it. I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this aealm. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



c.,~,pr,~;,·o.,):J1il iilN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
21 EAST 40th STREET • N E W YO R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 1 6-0 5 0 1 • (212) 684-4990 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

January 29, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Dan has sent over a photostat of your letter to me of December 17 conveying 
the idea of Reform Jewish babies taking on the name of someone who perished 
in the Holocaust in addition to their own name. When I first received it, 
I sent it out to a number of committee people and others in the CCAR asking 
their reaction. To date, I don't believe I've received any replies at all. 

Let me give you my own reaction. I think it is a case of tofasta meruba. 

I have been described as "hung up on the Holocaust". That is probably true. 
I do brood about it a good deal, living, after all, with a wife whose mother 
and father both perished in Auschwitz, and being constantly aware, particularly 
at simcha times of the absence of a whole set of grandparents. This sadness 
and bitterness informs a great deal of what I do and what I am . 

My first reaction to the suggestion was a chill. 

I thought of why and what I come out with, on the rational level, is that if 
there is any point in the so-called life cyc]e that ought to be one of utter 
joy and untrammeled hope, that point is birth . 

Nothing angers me more than people who say we shouldn't "dwell on the Holocaust" 
etc. However, I think we do well to listen to the wise words of Ed Friedman who, 
in a major address to the CCAR at our convention in Los Angeles in 1983, talked 
about the necessity to look up and out to new horizons and warned that an 
excessive focus on the Holocaust could threaten out capacity to do so, dimming 
our vision and literally as well as figuratively lowering our sights to such 
an extent that horizons could not be seen. 

Finally, I tried the idea out on Agathe. I was very careful to present it 
completely neutrally and, since she feels such a kinship with you, as your 
proposal. I'm satisfied that I gave no indication of my own reaction . Agathe 
responded quite negatively, declaring it a misjoinder. She had some very 
interesting things to say and if you have the time and want to pursue this a 
little further, a telephone conversation with her about it might be informative. 

OFFICERS: 
Rabbi Jack Stern, President 
Scarsdale, NY 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Vice President 
Chevy Chase, MD 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Martin S. Weiner, Treasurer 
San Francisco, CA 

Rabbi Albert Plotkin, Recording Secretary 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Rabbi Murray I. Rothman, Financial Secretary 
Newton, MA 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
Cincinnati, OH 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Page two 

January 29, 1986 

Generally, Alex, it's too grim. There is something heroic and challenging 
and life-affirming to the twinning of our Bar and Bat Mitzvah kids with 
children in the Soviet Union. There is something sweet about naming a child 
after a dead ancestor, again, in a way life-affirming. But somewhere I find 
a line drawn between that and the current proposal, and I personally couldn't 
endorse it. Of course, you have asked for the endorsement of the CCAR, and 
I will still await reactions of the people in the CCAR whom I have considered 
appropriate to express a judgment. This is only my personal opinion. 

Warm good wishes. 

Shal~m;\ 

L/(Jf_/ 
Joseph /B. Glaser 

V 
JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Daniel Syme, Rabbi Jack Stern 



Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
£EAi 
21 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Joe: 

15 Tevet 5746 
December 27, 1985 

The enclosed proposal was recently sent to me. Briefly, it suggests 
a national program within our Reform ~ovement to preserve the memory 
of victims of the Holocaust. 

As you read the proposal, you will note that the writer suggests 
that Jewish parents give their new born infants two Hebrew names, 
one of which would be the name of a Holocaust martyr. 

I know that Dan Syme has shared the basic ideaswith you, and that 
you - as have others - expressed some ambivalence about this practice. 
Indeed, some staff members here shared that same uneasiness in our 
internal d;scussfons of the idea. 

Still, on balance, we have tome to the conclusion that this effort 
could be extremely meaningful and deeply moving for those families 
who choose to participate. 

Of one thing I am certain. The project can only be considered as a 
joint undertaking of the Union and the Conference. It will require 
rabbinic advocacy. It will necessitate a special liturgy. Above 
all, it will mandate sensitivity to the feelings of both rabbi and 
parents. 

In the first instance, then, I hope that you will bring the idea to 
an appropriate CCAR body, whether a committee or the executive. 
Assuming that the program is endorsed, I wo81d then like to form a 
small committee to establish a mechanism for its implementation. There 
are many details to be worked out; securing the names, developing the 



Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
December 27 • 1985 
Page two 

liturgy, creating a special certificate, just to name a few. 

If at a11 possible, I would like to bring a total program to the 
UAHC Board for approval fn May, just prior to our departure for 
Israel. Should we decide to proceed, I can think of no better 
place to announce the program than in Jerusalem. 

Best wishes to you and Ag for a wonderful 1986. 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Daniel 8. Syme 
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American Gathering 

BENJAMIN MEED 
President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

R-

of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
ilU1~9i1 n•lNW 1Ul 119 01p1unN11i 1)11Np1111nN 

January 16, 1986 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Memorandum of 
Dennis Moss. 

While I don't consider myself to be an expert on the sub
ject of naming of Jewish children, anything which could be 
done in a dignified way for the cause of remembrance of 
the Holocaust will always be seen by me as positive. 

In addition, it seems to me that a statement could be 
prepared to be read at the time of the "naming" and kept 
for the child to have which explains the significance of 
the name and the history of its origin. I think this would 
add to the meaning. 

I am sure that your committee will have additional ideas 
on this matter. 

With best regards and I appreciate your asking my opinion 
on this matter. 

Cordially, 

cft:::~ Meed 

BM/mw 

122 WEST 30TH STREET • SUITE 205 • NEW YORK N.Y. 10001 • (212) 239-4230 



AMEfflCAN GATHEfflNG OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS ilU1'r.>il n11Ml!l llll 119 DIJ))lJDMlli lll)MfJ'llJDM 

ELIE WIESEL BENJAMIN MEED 
Honorary President President 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENTS 
SAM E. BLOCH SOL GOLDSTEIN ELI ZBOROWSKI 

ERNEST W. MICHEL SIGMUND STROCHLIT"L 
Honorary Chairman, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMM/IT££ Honorary Chairman, ADVISORY BOARD 

ROMAN KENT 
Chairman, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMM/IT££ 

NORBERT WOLLHEIM SAM HALPERN JAMES RAPP 
Secretary 

HIRSCH ALTUSKY 
Associate Secretary 

DR. NAHUM GERSHWIN 
Treasurer Associate Treasurer 

ABABEER 
LUDWII: BRODZKI 
FREDE. DIAMENT 
JACK P. EISNER 

ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 
CANTOR ISAAC GOODFRIEND 
SAMUEL GRUBER 
ISADORE HOLLANDER 

VICE PRESIDENTS 
MILES LERMAN 
WILLIAMJ. LOWENBERG 
IRVING PETERS 
DR. HADASSAH ROSENSAFT 

IZAAKRYBAL 
DAVID SCHAECTER 
RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER 
ABRAHAM SHNAPER 
KALMAN SULTANIK 

Assoc101e Secretory 

IRVING TEITELBAUM 
JOSEPH TEKULSKY 
SIGGI B. WILZIG 
SOLOMON ZYNSTEIN 
ABRAHAM P. ZUCKERMAN 

VLAD KA MEED MENACHEM Z. ROSENSAFf Chairman. NINA KLEIN Vice Chairwoman, ELLIOT WELLES ABRAHAM J. BAYER 
Chairwoman, CULTURAL COMMISSION SECOND GENERA T/ON COMMITTEE SECOND GENERATION COMMIITEE A .D.L. Representative N.J.C.R.A.C. Representativt 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 
Irving Balsam LeoDercin David Goldsilver Sam Kallman Isak Levenstein Carl Rosenkopf Leon Weinberg 
Bronx, NY Brookline, MA Toronto, CAN Cincinnati, OH Hillside.NJ Hollandale, FL Orange, CT 

J ■ck Beigelman Sam 0.sperak Mendel Good Gary Kapelus Rubin Literman Sara Rozenberg•Warm Philip Weiss 
Clew/and, OH Delray &ach, FL Ouawa, CAN Saskatoon, CAN Buffalo.NY Edmonton, CAN Winni~g. CAN 

Leon Bergrin William H. Donal, Frank Hardy Morris Kesselman Abraham Malnik Rabbi Charles H. Rosenznig Leo Weissman 
Clevtland, OH Scarsdale, NY Montreal, CAN Shortm , MA Si/'11er Spring, MD Detroit, Ml Flushing, NY 

Lily Bloch Henry Dorfman Jacob Hennenberg Dr. Robert Krell CellaMoneta LeOnld Saharovicl Joseph Will 
Rego Park, NY Franklin, Ml Cleveland, OH Vancouver, CAN Boston, MA Memphis, TN Hillside.NJ 

Anshel Cedarbaum Lewis Ferman Siegmund lzakson Lola Lansky Herman Newman Herman Taube Morris Wyszogrod 
Atlanta, GA St. Johns's, CAN Houston, TX Atlanta, GA Halifax, CAN Roc.kv/1/e,MD New York, NY 

Sidney Cyogizer Gary Frydman Michael Jacobs Lew Lehrer Murray Pantirer Max Temkin Gussie Zacks 
Calgary, CAN Ham,lton, CAN Doi/as, TX Woodbridge, CT Hillside, NJ Doug/aston, NY San Diego, CA 

Isabella Leilner Sender Wajsman Shephard Ziller 
Riverdale, NY N . Miami B~ch, FL New Orleans, LA 

NATIO. "' i-:x,:u.nn: COMMITTEE 

Selma D. Abensohn Melvm Buch Eva Fogelman Ben Grohman Bernard Kent Ema Dzil:wic::'.J<1 MartJoo Olga Rolhman Paul frepman 
Btthtsda. MD Tuc.\Ort, ,.u _v,,., York, NY Lo.,An;:,-11'1, C4 Ocl Purk, ,\fl Ada,ua, ',A >tatea Island NY Mcweal. Canadu 

K. Leslie Ackman lldia Budgor Joseph Fox Alexander Grn,s Albert K,mmelsud Hanna Marx Al Rozenberg Dr Mar. fykocmski 
51htr Spring, MD Be/A,r, ( 1 Brook/Jn, Nt Atlanta, Cul Frc;~ Mt11do•s. \ r 5a. D1ff0. ! ◄ f;dmcnliJn, Cunada Slwlrr I/eight,, 01/ 

Abbie Ak,t Dora BuinJCk Judy Freeman fael)ll Grossi.op( Sam Klpnt Rna Meed L Jlian Rozm3r}n ~1archa Vromo 
C/,-,TbJnd, OH Forts/ Hills, VY Alknto'l4n, PA Mtamt Bearh, FL LOSA/I//" . (1 Roott1•el1 /,land, \'Y Fom,tHd/J, "'JY ManPaa. U ◄ 

Ha.sia Aufschauer Howard J. Butnick Jod C. Fried Siegfried HaJbreich Irena Kirkland Dr. Steven Meed lack Ro,.,,aryn ,rael Walnerman 
Philadelphia. PA Brooklyn,NY Sih,·n Spring, MD Bei;ertl-' Hi/fr, CA Wa:.ll1nx1an, D.C. Roo.'>mh Island, i\ Y Form Hills, .vr Milw,,uk«>, H-1 

Israel Arbeiler Millon Butnick Marcel Friedman Leon Halpern Dr. Hesn,I Klepfisl Mel Mermelslem Sam Ryr.ak Jmy 8. Warman 
Auhurndal,. MA Fore,/ Hills, NY Cir.eland. OJI W Hlt)t)".field, /tll .\fiarni,Fl Huntmgton Beafll. C-1 New fork '\iY Nf'W YmK, .Vt 

lrvmgAllUS Ann Celnik Dr. Ralph Friedman Abraham Harchik Michael Kluger Henry Miller A,111a Pcrkiel Sarna Ma1tin Wate, 
Drtroit,MI Bay ,de, t-,Y. NtwHa►M. CT -V..\1iJJ.mt.FL Greal N~clt., ~} C!Fveland. OH Ntw )ork .\} li•o•,o Ml 

Bella Bery Joyce Ctlmk Helene R. Frum NaJ;iiie Harns Rcb= Knaster Joseph Mlottk Dr Jay S,he-,hter !\Jen Wayne 
v .... rork.Nl f/uslr,.f, ,\Y L/Fvrland, OH larkson Hmhb, \ Y v,..i.rk NI Nen York,NI' Brr)Of;/ n, VY Housto•. TX 

Fred Bachner Murray Cender Mike Frum Noa Hctlman Marcy Komer Frank Morgens AmtaScht'T Abraham Wcbe•= 
Harndale, \ Y Flu!ih,.g, SY C/eve/ond, OIi Otti111·a. (iJMda Du,w()Ody, GA Ne.,. tork., '\'t Los I 11ge/cs, CA II' B/oonlfitld . .'111 

Joseph Badi Mark Chasin Henn-Galler Syk-ia Herman Stella Kolin Israel Neiman Mic~ael Sc~ilT Ingeborg 8. Wemberger 
N"'·York,NY Bro,u:. VY /few Orlron,, L4 Acla.1110. GA fo, I /11/ls, "iY Chts/llUI Htll, ~14 Dallas. TX Boh1mor, \ID 

Alben Bainernan Paul C'borowsk1 Erua Gans Larry Hersh Al Kooper Se, gi_ Nulk,e~ n George '-cho,nberg Soma WeJ.Ssm:in 
Do~n.rview. Canada long Islo•d 01} ,..-r ,\onltbflJOk, fl .Cte,eftmd, nH Forar Hills. J\'l" LasA,geles. (4 Clevrlond, OH Flushint, NY 

Simeon Baker Gilda R. Dangot PhilipHmh Joseph Korzeruk Rubeo Olfeo~ach I.eon Sc~war..z lai:ob Werbe• 
Brock~·•. N} 'i,.·York, .\1' Cheland. OH Hanford, CT Miam,,JL Bev,•~ Htlls. ( A Joma,,o I:. ,alt:., 'Vt 

Mark Balber David Danos Morris Gauegno Beno Hirichbtin Rena1e Krakauer Lorre Oppenheimer M.•nes 51:hwarz Jack Wieder 
W. lorA,igrlts, C◄ Los A,iget~,. CA Lo\ Angek.,·. C.4 5ot1Di~. (A hlingron. Canada \itw }1Jrlr., N} y,_, York. "iY Cfe,,eland, Off 

Eda Baron Martin Donald Ben Geizhals Isaac Hirschbdn Israel Krakowski Aron Or~nsiem Year! E. Schwartz Stella Wie, elller 
Rego Park. \'I Dallos, rx New/(, d, Park. Nl San Diego, CA Vei, York,.'IY Rego Par,, VY San Diego, CA BrooA(r•. \)' 

Zia Bart Sarah Ducorsky Jean Gerbe Eli Krakowski Stanley Os,nsk1 Simon Schwarzherg Hnr,yC Wilf 
Sun D11-go, LA .4tlanfl( Stadt, V} i·anrou~•er, CotrJdo Ve~- r o?rk. \ Y FoirlA'l4n, 'VJ [) ,cd, 411 Htllstd, JI,'/ 

Harry Bass Jacob Egit Eve Gerstle Paul N. Hod); Isaiah Kupemc•n Leopold Page Caro!Semack kek Wlulc 
PMode/phia, P.4 Jt1ll0'14dalt. Can,ub la lle•a, CA \'ttt- )'ork \Ii. P11,bufR}:,PA B<,m, Jldls, lA N-wlltr'1t, rT I ;J,1/Jn MA 

Dr Michael Berenbaum Israel F1senb<rg Shirley Eisner Gibson 'l!endl Hoffman Arthur i.u:tz Abraham Paite'11al< florena, Oonald Sbapuo Dr Adam Wobk1 
Wa,h,ngwn. DC Los Ange/rs, CA \e.- York. NY Ril·erdale, .VY .11/,Jmu, 04 Sou1'1fi,'d, Ml Pk,no. rr Houston, T\' 

Juda Beru,1c1n Yehuda Elberg Myra Gilberovitch Ernest Honig Dr Sam Lindau Herbert Shenk'llan Dr Janina V. ots<1 
Sa• Ditgo, C.◄ Jfonlrtal, Cilffada CW .SI. I ut Canada v,- l'ork, \T ~un Diego, C.A W 1/arrfar,/, CT Jf(JJIStOfl. TX 

Rabbi Chaik,I Besser Dr. Y affa Eliach Ma, Gtauben Leon Jtutov ch Rubin L,msky Jade Pomeranc Stu:.rt R. Sherman Benjamm W ,ocs 
Nn-Y,rk.NY BfQOA·/rn. \Y Dul/as, TX .\,.. Yon:, \'Y Atla,ua. c;A Rego Park, \ Y 811}>1dr,Nr 51term O.,k.,, (.4 

Tuv,aBidsky Helen Eps,cin Dr. Gertrude G0<1z Ruth lzakson Jo,eph S. Laufer \lark Popo•,ki lt<k hmutew,u Eta Wrobel 
Brookb•. M N"' for, NY Los Angek•, CA Houston. TX Toronto, (a,iJda AlfilllJIJ. C.A 'irwYorA, NY Flush,ng >,y 

Jacob Birnbaum Rabhi Salomon Fabe• Dr SamGom Leon Jacobs Anthony Lazar Sonia Popo•sk1 Jeanette Friedman Sieradsk. Dr Jaime R. Wurzel 
Wabon,.11.1 Ke~: Gardens, NY Los Ang,U!.<, CA Flushing, NI Yonker:., NY S01Jtt,field, ~II Tt11nerl, ,J Boston, MA 

Robert Birnbaum Dr. H<len N. FagJn Gloria Bkx·h Gulan Cetina Jaffe Rabbi Robcn I.. Lehman Morris Praw Charb Silow Jack York 
Clew>/und, OH .Viomi, f1 !vusl H,lh, \I)' Kew Gordr:ns, Nr ;Vew fork, /V} lo.1 Anf/1'/e,·, CA Oak Park, Ml CIE>tlond,011 
frank lllaicbman Samuel Feige Rabbi Jay B. Goldburg Leon Kahn Na1han Leipoger Jack Pressman Saba Silverman Henry Yoskow1ch 
R,goPark, ,r P/11/ude/phia. PA De lloines. IA Vana,u}'et. C ,11rudo U.1/loM·dalf'. C anodo Bovsitle \T Atlanta, GA W11/uwdillr, Canada 
Janet Blauer Flo Feinberg Solomon Goldfarb Steven Ka~er Joseph Ltwner Dr. Romana S. Primus Samuel Skura Dr Sherman laks 
Mon1real. Canuda lfef.tlle. vr JfetDirit, lA St>A· rorJ.., VY He•l,t,NY 5. Bnt4.IN Nl!M YurA, l\'Y LoJ .4nge • ()1 

Sophie Bleiwt1s \fartin Feinblall Helen Goldkind Marilyn KaJusm Alhd Lips<>n Sam Rein>tetn Jezn Sobel Eva laret 
Hourtan, ri Brm/, Hi/11, tA KCTmngro•. MD Hallandale, FL R11wdt NY Denver, CO SptlOg/itltJ. VJ AfilwuuJ.te Wt 
Ruth Bork Ada Feingold Peggy Goldman Samuel Kamien Henry Lothenbcrg Dr. Frank Reiss Dr. r aszlo Sokoly Manin Zapletal 
Somen,i/le. lfA R,go Purk, NY Philadelphw. PA N,- l'ork. Nl C/,i•elond. OH ""' Yori.SY Bethesda, MJJ Woadttde.NY 
Esther Born Marysia Felberbaum Dr. Solomon Goldman Sarah P Kaplan Steven A. Ludsm Ruth Resnick GemaSpiu,1 Leon Z,tl,v 
Fortst Hdls, NI flll5h,.g, \l ,.,.,. )ork . . \T Bell/more, .\ID .\'rw Yori, .\'Y Willo•dak, Conada Tuao,,AZ Dallas, TX 
Robert W Born Harry Ferrens Enoch Da\ld Goodfriend Rose Kaplov1tz Elliot S .. \1andeiman Mark B. Resnick William Spuze• ~co Ziegel 
F1m1Hi/15, VY Dok-'lt.s1•Je<,r. Ca,rada A1/unta, GA l!ni► ersily HnghLt, I)}/ i\t1t1 Rodtllt, .VY Hermosa Beat.II, (,4 Tur,on, Al Flushtlrg, NY 
Rena Berlowr.z Borow Esther Fink Harry Goodnch Ale., Karp Dr. John Mannes AbeRemik Ann Slein l o,a E lifZJder 
Whit, Plai.,, \Y (.111rog11, IL ,'\"t>Y<' Yor~. VY .Sou,~fi,td. 'rll Dl'trort,MI Miami Bru(·h. fl DalltJJ. Tl Brookl)•n, "iY 
R1talynne Brechner Efraim Fishel Harry Gora Charles Katz Harry Mandelbaum Joan Rosen Morns Steinman Henry Zinns 
N,-· York . .vr Tomnlo, Cant1d(J l<1f Angeles, CA Be1hesdi1 .. t-fD JVi/lo'l+dale, Canada Philaddph1a, PA Ph1/addph1a. PA [kb,1 ll,,arh n 
Rose Braunstein Anna Fisher Philip Green Philip E. Kau Mark Mandelbaum Rebecca Rosenberg Sam SI.Or Chaim Zlotogorsk, 
Philaddph1a, PA Los Angrl,J, CA Clr1·tland. Oil Jlo1ttreol, Canada Aberr/ee"- "ii Munlreaf, Cancd,1 Dalla,, TX N,.• York, VY 
Jacob Btodzki Henry Fischer Hen11· Greenbaum Aviva Kempner Syd Mandelbaum William Roseaberg Brue, B. Te,cholz ')ina Z 01ogorsk1 
fl l.oudrrdak FL Bc rt; Hills. C◄ Ber!crdQ, UD s,..., York, H' Cttlarhrnt, '-Y N"'Ha.,,,.lT ,\tM·)or!, SY ~-,. lor(, \') 
Barry Bruck Simon fa ler Beniam,n Grey Rosi11a Kenigsberg Rachel \1arguli< Jean Bloch Rosensaft S1ephen Team 
La, Ange/ts, CA Ct,wkind. OH l1sA•xe/e;, CA V. \f1am1 8tQCh. Fl Ph1/ode/phK1, PA N,,. York, Vl Fatrlilh'n, \J 



i 

I 

Mr. Benjamin Meed 
WAGRO 
871 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Ben: 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 24, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advancing the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it? I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this realm. 

With ~arm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindl r 



DENN I S F'. MOS S 

PHI LJ P D . t SRA E L S 

LA W OFF I CES OF 

ISRAELS & Moss 
! 2650 R !V ERS I 0E D RI V E 

NO RT H HO LLY W OOD, C ALI F OR...-,.., IA 9 1607·3 492 

18 18 ) 98 4 •3 950 • , 2 13 ) 877 • 0 663 

124 H,. . , ; a , 91 7 63-5509 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: RABBI ALEX SCHINDLER 

FROM: DENNIS MOSS 

DATE: OCTOBER 29, 1985 

RE: CHILD NAMING AND THE HOLOCAUST 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: · 

O F COUNSE:L 

M I CHA E L J . NARVf D 

P,_.. IL! ~ Ci . M I L -ER 

ELA1 N E S U ~A N 

As a child of survivors and the parent of two children with 
a third on the way, I am quite concerned with the impact the 
passage of time has had and will have on Jewish awareness of the 
Holocaust. As my parents get along in years., and their mortality 
faces me, I wonder what future generations will have to relate 
to in contemplating and understanding the Holocaust. 

I am afraid that absent personalization of humanity's 
greatest tragedy, the Holocaust to my children's generation and 
future generations will have as little significance as Custer's 
last stand. 

As a consequence of · my feelings, I would like to propose 
that a tradition be started. 

The tradition I am about to pro?ose involves the naming of 
Jewish children. Before I give the details of my proposal, I 
think it is important to relate my very rudimentary understanding 
of the naming process in Jewish tradition. It is my understanding 
that there are no precepts of Jewish law that require naming 
children after living or deceased relatives. The Askenazim had 
believed at one time that it was improper to name a child after 
a living person because somehow this would rob that person of 
their essence. At one time Jewish belief held that it was improper 
to name a person after someone who is deceased. In certain periods 

of Jewish history it was common to name children after living 
relatives, and among the Sephardim, this remains a current practice. 

I 



- . 

During the Diaspora. Jews ha-ve often adopted first na.mes 
from the cultures they were a part of, retaining Jewish names 
within the Jewish community . Michael Cohen to his secular 
colleagues,is Mosh e Ben Yacov when called to the Tor.ah. 
(In Inside Outside Herman Wouk's protagonist discusses this 
practice at some length.) With the advent of the resettling of 
Israel, early Zionists had, and to some extent modern ctay 
Zionists have, Hebraicizecttheir Diaspora names as a symbol of 
their act of disassimilation from the cultures which claimed 
them during the Diaspora (e.g. David Ben-Gurion Hebra.tci::t~ec(.i.J:U:is 
Polish last name of Grun). 

In the cultural milieu I find myself presently (A California 
"Valley Jew" if there ever was one), naming patterns have been 
hard to follow. Biblical names have been popular such as: Sarah, 
Rebecca, Joshua, Jacob, David. Heorew names have been popular 
such as: Ari, Avi, Dov, Vered. Names associated with first 
generation American Jews have surfaced such as: Sammy, Max, 
Sophie, Pearl. 

, 
The only discernible pattern seems to be the use of the first 

initial of a deceased relative as the first initial of a child's 
, 

first or middle name, or the use of a deceased relative's name 
as a child's middle name. 

This last mentioned pattern of naming, using an initial or 
name from a deceased relative is the practice from which my pro
posal emanates. The purpose of this practice seems to be the 
perpetuation of the memory of a beloved relative. The giver of 
the name or initial is reminded of their departed relative with 
every utterance of the name, and there is not a person alive who 
doesn't repeatedly inquire about the source of their names and 
the lives of the people they were named for. 

Given the discernible reasons names have been chosen and 
changed over the years, given the phenomena of inside/outside 
names, and given the ascendancy of the baby naming practice in 
synagogue life, I see the possibilities of organized Jewry using 
the naming of a child as a useful means of perpetuating Holocaust 
sensitivity. Many possibilities come to mind, all of which are 



tied into the use of the names of those who have perished. One 
such possibility follows: 

At th e ceremon y in which a ch i ld is given a Hebrew name, 
the child can be given a "Holocaust" name as well. This name 
would be of a person who perished with a similar or like first 
name. If the parents give their child a Biblical name such as 
Rachel or an ~.merican name such as Rory, that is Hebr~icized 
to Rachel, the child's name certificate which references the 
Hebrew name can have an attachment that references a particular 
Holocaust nan1ei3ake with a statement that discusses the Holocaust. 
A rough example would be the following: 

"Rachel was the namesake of many Jews who perished during 
the Holocaust because they were Jewish. One such Rachel was 
Rachel Cohen. She was born in Czechoslovakia in 1935. Her 
father was a pharmacist. She perished in Auschwitz concentration 
camp in 1944 before her ninth birthday because of man's inhumanity 
to man. By naming you Rachel today, [date], we are reaffirming 
our Jewish heritage, and assuring the world that as Jews we have 
survived and will continue to do so. Our children and our 
children's children will not forget the Holocaust, and the 
memory of those 'who perished will live forever." 

Given the fact that many who perished during the Holocaust 
had Diaspora names, the attachment can reflect an American name 
tied into a Diasoora "name" namesake. An ~....merican "Mark" can be 
tied into an Italian Jew who perished named Marco, or a German, 
Polish, Russian, Czech, or Rumanian Jew who perished with a name 
which, when translated1 is "Mark". 

In selecting namesakes, with the resources of Holocaust centers, 
it may be possible to find victims from the same area of Europe 
that the child's mothers's or father's family is from. 

The name tie in can later be used in religious school studies 
of the Holocaust. 

CONCLUSION 
It is clear tha.t names have served a variety of purposes 

throughout Jewish history - assimilation, disassimilation, remem
brance, honor the departed, biblical hero identification etc .. 



The foregoing proposal intends to constructively focus 
t h e naming process. Please consider the proposal and direct it 
to appropriate committees within the Union . If you anticipate 
possible committee or Uni on action on this concept, please 
include me in the process. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my ideas. 

Vey truly yours, 

~ J/#r~ 
ennis F. Moss 



Boston University 
University Professors 
745 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 
617 /353-4566 

Elie Wiesel, Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities 

January 8, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
U. A. H. C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thanks for your letter. Years 
and years ago I suggested that a name 
of a vie tim be added to the child~: . , , 
so, I am in favor. 

With best wishes, I am , 

Sincerely yours, 
/'.1 I • ' 
~ lvd/L-C/wtt 

Elie Wiesel • 

EW/mlh 
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Mr. Elie Wiesel 
239 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10024 

Dear Elie: 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 26, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advancing the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it? I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this r8alm. 

With warm good wishes, lam 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The Museum 
of Jewish Heritage 

A Living Memorial 
to the Holocaust 

Under the Auspices of the 
New York Holocaust 
Memorial Commission 

Founding Chairmen 
Mario M. Cuomo 
Edward I. Koch 

Honorary Chairmen 
Jacob K. Javits (1904-1986) 
Elie Wiesel 

Chairmen 
George Klein 
Robert M. Morgenthau 
Manfred Ohrenstein 

Museum Project Director 
David Altshuler J.. 
Museum Consultant 
to the Commission 
Jeshajahu Weinberg 

December 10, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am very pleased to let you know that the New York 
Holocaust Memorial Commission this month engaged 
the firm of Chermayeff & Geismar Associates to 
coordinate ongoing exhibition design planning for 
The Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial 
to the Holocaust. This eminent firm enjoys a 
worldwide reputation for its work on the John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Library in Boston, the Statue of 
Liberty Museum in New York and scores of other 
significant museum projects. They also are 
coordinating all design activities for the Liberty 
Ellis Island Collaborative. 

Even at this earliest stage of their work, it is 
crucial that the Chermayeff & Geismar principals 
meet with members of the New York Holocaust 
Memorial Commission to engage in a dialogue about 
the Museum's purpose, function, and nature. I am 
writing to invite you to participate in a small 
seminar which will be the first of many such 
sessions as the design planning continues. 

Would you be so kind as to join us from 4-7pm on 
Monday, December 22nd in the offices of Chermayeff 

V
. & Geismar at 15 East 26th Street, 12th Floor? We 

would very much like for each Commission member who 
, J i is invited to attend the entire session, but we 
,~\ ti\,~ will be happy to accommodate you even if your 

t schedule requires that you arrive late or leave 
/ early. / 

s,;~111 ~ · ~ ~ 1 
/ \ 

~;1;f:1::~:::10011 ~/ ~1· 



T.heMuseum 
of Jewish Heritage 

Page 2/Design Seminar 
December 10, 1986 

I regret not being able to give you more advance 
notice of this meeting, but it could not be 
scheduled until the engagement of the firm had been 
finalized, and we are very anxious to have the 
first such session before the firm's principals 
travel to Europe and Israel early next month to 
visit Holocaust-related sites. Even if you cannot 
attend on the 22nd we certainly will arrange for 
you to be invited to subsequent meetings. 

Please call the Museum office at 687-9141 to 
indicate whether you will be able to attend. 

With sincere thanks, 

David Altshuler 
Museum Project Director 

DA/rks 



Ms. Elisab6th Lakser 
4042 Alb•ross - #25 
San Diego, CA 92103 

Dear Ms. Lakser: 

February 10, 1986 
1 Adar IIG~ 

Your letter of January 20, 1986 pained me greatly. I am, of course, 
very distressed by your comments and the reports on the sermon which 
Rabbi Sternfield delivered last Rosh Hashonah. It is my hope his words 
were misconstrued and not meant in as sharp a manner as it would appear 
from reading some of the excerpts. 

Be that as it may, I really cannot comment on his sermon Aor his intent. 
It is not within my purview to criticize, censor or comment in this or 
like situations. My role as president of the UAHC, which 1s the congre
gational ann of Refonn Judaism, iltio make certain our congregations ob
tain from the Union the programmatic materials and assistance they require 
to provide the multi-faceted programs they offer to conqregants. The UAHC 
is not involved in the selection of rabbinic students nor in the process 
of evaluatdng rabbinic perfoa,ance. 

It would be good if you could sit and chat with Rabbi Sternfield and seek 
to hear from him directly as to the intent of his words. Short of such 
a conversation I have no other suggestions to share with you but I do 
feel it would be best t6 discuss the matter calmly and face-to-Gace. 

With kindest greetings. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

I 
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Community FOrulll 
This Community Forum 
focuses on some Holocaust 
survivors' response to Rab
bi Michael P. Stemfi.eld's . 
sermon. "Out of the Ashes -
Hope" which was printed in 
our issue through Nov. 14. 

The reaction of the New Life 
Club of San Diego to the ser
mon of Rabbi Michael P. 
Stemfi.eld, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Beth Israe~ 
::m eve of Rosh Hashanah 
5746. 

sjter Ellie Wiesel's plea with survivors, would. like to 
the President. "Enough is reassure the Rabbi that we 
Enough," he says, referring do not live "constantly fear
to films and television pro- ful and suspicious of good 
grams about the Holocaust. people." What we fear most 

It seems to us that his ser- are those who proclaim, 
mon was directed to those "Dayeinu • Enough is 
who are so eager to forget Enough." This sermon on 
the Holocaust that they do the eve of Rosh Hashanah 
not want to be reminded of it was insensitive and un
at all. The Rabbi is obvious- Jewish. 
ly not aware of the reaction Although we understand 
that the showing of "The the attitude of a young rab
Holocaust" created all over bi, so fortunate in being 
the world. West German born in this wonderful coun
Pr es i dent . Weizsaecker try, never having suffered 
declared in the • German real persecution or personal 

Reading Rabbi Bundestag after Reagan's • grief, we must raise our 
Stern.field's sermon in Israel visit in Bitburg, "We Ger- voices in protest, because we 

.. Today, . survivors of . the mans can never say we did . bear witness to thE! horrible 
- ·Holocaust were shocked .and not know. We all knew and '· tragedy of the Jewish peo

dismayed when he accused • we have to live with the ple. While we have been 
the Jewish Community, say· shame for the rest of our rebuilding our lives in this 
ing that "We are obsessed lives and teach our children great country, we have made 
with the Holocaust." Rabbi so they should never (orget a vow before God the . 
• Stern.field, how can anyone those terrible crimes of the Almighty never to forget 
be "obsessed"· ·with the Nazi-murderers!" our ·brothers and sisters 
Holocaust, •. one · of the • Rabbi Sternfield • says in whose blood was shed in the 
greatest tragedies to befall his sermon: "To ·cast all cur- Holocaust and whom we 
the Jewish people? In mak- rent Jewish experience in heard singing on their last 
ing this statement · you the shadow of the six million voyage, -"Sog nicht keinmol 
demonstrated incredible in- is unwise, unhealthy, and dass du geihst den letzten 
sensitivity · to those of · us un-Jewish." While the West weg .... " We want to make 
who are survivors of ghet- German Government has sure that the world will 
toes and concentration changed the curriculum of remember and that nobody, 
camps, to those who avoided history teachings to include not even a rabbi of a con
the gas chambers by work- the teaching of .the gregation, will be pepnitted 
ing in slave labor camps, but Holocaust, and while we are to call us "obsessed with the 
whose entire families were fighting here in the United Holocaust"! 
exterminated by the Nazis, • States to have the We wish shalom to the en- · 
to those who saw their . Holocaust taught in public tire Jewish people, especial
families die. schools, a rabbi from San ly in · Israel, and may this 

Where is the "Yid- Diego objects to "burden- rabbi be forgiven for t_he 
dishkeit" of a rabbi who pro- ing" our Jewish children hurt he inflicted on us. -
claims a time-limit to our with the full knowledge of In the next __ issue, 
grief because it is the 40th the Holocaust. Does the Auschwitz survivor Helen 
anniversary of the Rabbi have to be reminded Waterford gives her defi.ni
Holocaust: "Reluctant as we of the famous words, "Those tion of "obsessioTL" 
are to admit it, _after 40 who forget history are con
years, we must finally _put demned to repeat it?" 
the past behind us. Though The Rabbi concludes his 
our hearts still ache in sor- sermon, "Finally, we must 
row and in remembrance, it all begin to turn away from 
is time to stop sitting that Holocaust-conditioned 
shivah." He claims we view of human nature which 
should have said "Dayenu" teaches cynicism." We, • the 
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• present. powerful. I would remind 

We are living now in a the Rabbi that it was our / / 
Dear E~tor: . . period o_f relative calm and powerlessness ..!_!!d im- . 

~ _ • Ra~~• Sternfield in his ar- prosperity. · We are not -pofence thlitgave our , ,, 

it~~ I ~ S. ticle Out of the Ashes • publically exposed to the ~ftemltis"lhe passion to~seek 
<t'J _ J Hope" is seeking to rethink language and the evil and to destroy us. (µll .,.a,. V1l..l I I' 

,7" ~ ~ an end of our lonf Jewish the barbarism of Lisbon, of • '[ l ' 

. ~ - history of suf fenng and Seville, of Lima, and the There is no redemption, 

~ -: ~ ~ ~ . ~ pain, and asks us to go for• auto de fe. But we have or forgiving. The German 

~ - ~ ~- ~~ • 1 ward with our destiny. He Dachau and Ber~en-Belson President, Richard Von 

~ ~ ~ ~, ±-~ is askin~ us not to over• and a purely political step Weizsacher, accepted the 
~ ~ ~ · ~ i· react (' not • to castigate by Mr. Reagan, who was guilt of his people and said 
~ ~ . ourselves" were his words) probably unaware that they were affected by and 

f
, ~~ U ! _._ "for the catastrophe we even the Wermacht (the liable for it. There is no 
~ ~, 'i ~ ~ . could not, or at least did German army) was covered equating the victim with 

C'i~ ~ ~ ~ not prevent." In ·some small with shame as profound the perpetrator. The 

t ~ -~ way he is right. I do over and as dirty as that of the strength of the Jewish peo-
. -""" , • react, but I can't think of S.S. ple is in its tears, in its 
· a_ ~ ~ any single identifiable My reflections on the Se- anguish and in its response 
- '~ ~ period of Jewish history cond World War, though I to a world that forgets. 1 

~~ /rl;i& ~~- ~ rex~ when the ·7;; ;~;;11 ·;,~ ;;!(frJ'f:tt·!~t?P~SUv~ o//!fZ: 
oo~~, 4~,~ ~C</4~~· Io& me~lf,m./1,o"#/at~ unv1~nt~,~ , '3-
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September 19, 1985 

RJ\BBI MICHAEL STERNFIE!,D 
c/o Congregation Beth Israel 
2512 Third Avenue 
San Diego, CA 

Dear RABBI STERNFIELD: 

DAVID GILBERT 
6176 Caminita Sacate 
San Diego, CA 92120 
502-3111 

From the time Liesel and I joined your congregation we considered you 
as "our Rabbi," until last Erev Rosh Hashanah when you bega n you r 
sermon with the irresponsible statement: "WE ARE OBSESSED WITH TH E 
HOLOCAUST." 

We did not believe our ears when we heard you saying that the time has 
come to stop the grief, that there is a limit to mourning and that our 
children should grow up in our wonderfui country full of jciy for their 
liberty and freedom, proud to be Jewish yet not burdened by their 
heritage .cf persecution. Did the T~l~ud not ~each you that~~ ~~;3 
should never forget our "Goluth" and all the disasters which had 
befallen the Jewish people, starting from the Exodus from Egypt, 
Destruction of the Temple, Pogroms of the Middle Ages and including 
the Holocaust? 

You are entitled to you·r private opinion but I feel that you exceeded 
your authority as our spiritual leadei in telling us that we are 
"OBSESSED WITH THE HOLOCAUST" especially ·on Erev Rosh Hashanah, a 
holiday for Teshuwah and Rachmanuth l You demonstrated an incredible 
insensitivity to a number o f your congregants who are either Survivors 
or v,hose entire families \•:ere murdered in the gas chambers of the SS 
whose grave Rea.gan visited. You quoted Elie Wiesel begging Reagan to 
see his place with the victims and, at the same time, you reminded us 
that we were "OBSESSED WITH THE HOLOCAUST." 

I can understand your attitude since you are a . young rabbi, so 
fortunate as to be born in this wonderful coun try of ours, and never to 
have suffered real persecution or persona l grief. However, this does 

• not entitle you to affront those who will nev e r forget! Are you aware 
of the fact that the Presiden t of the Ge rman Republic, Weizsaec kcr , 
declared in the German Parliament on the d ay Reagan visited Bi tburg: 
1'\\1e Germans can n e ver say we did not know. We all knew and we have t o 
live with the sha me for the rest of our lives und teach our children s o 
that they should neve r forg et those t e rrible crimes of the Nazi
murd~rers .. " I was in Germany when he mad e that speech and also in 
Bergen-Belsen the same day as Rea gan. 



. , .. ' .. 
. . 

I am· enclosing an article written by a Reuter journalist who 
interviewed me as one of the first inmates of nergcn-Bclsen and was 
picked up by the media. I hope you will have time to read it and get a 
better understanding why your sermon shocked so many people. Did you 
expect thc1t your congregation will really limit their grief to the 
murdered families and the hurt of the survivors? Db you realize that 
the word "HOLOCAUST" is of Greek origin and means HOLOS - total and 
CAUS 'rUS - destruction. For God's sake rabbi, CAN ANYBODY BE OBSESSED 
WITIT TilE HOLOCAU ST? 

I sign this letter with our usual greeting "Shalom" because I wish it 
to Israel and the entire Jewish people. And may you be forgiven on Yorn 
Kippur for the hurt you have inflicted on us. 

Shalom, 

DAVID GILBERT 

P. S. William Saroyan said "Those who forget history are condemned to 
repeat it." 
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funds. Endless is this easy 
way of mourning. 

Alexander Donat in his 
book The Holocaust 
Kingdom quotes Dr. Ship
per, a man whom he met in 
Maidenek after working 
with him on the newspaper 
in the Warsaw Ghetto, a 
historian of importance, at 
this time already without 
any strength: "Everything 
depends on who transmits 
our testament to future 
generations . History is 
usually written by the vic
tor. Should our murderers be 
vistorious? Should they 
write the history of this 
war? We certainly [did not 
win] this fight, but it is our 
responsibility to speak out, 
because our disaster is the 
disaster of the entire civiliz
ed world. We have the 
thankless job of proving to a 
reluctant world that we are 
Abel, the murdered 
brother!" 

Helen H. Waterford 
Are we obsessed with the 

Holocaust? This is the ques
tion raised by the Israel To
day editor. As for me, yes, I 
am obsessed with the 
Holocaust, and I am glad to 
read that Rabbi Michael P. 
Sternfield has understand
ing for some of the reactions 
of a survivor. 

Sitting Shivah is the time 
set for the mourning of the 
loss of a loved one. But the 
time of mourning of millions 
of our sisters and brothers 
cannot be allowed to stop 
with an "Enough is 
Enough." Naturally the 
shape and consequence this 
mourning takes is impor
tant. Everybody agrees th?-t 
the Holocaust should be 
remembered - maybe with 
yearly memorials, gather
ings, prayers, collecting 

It is my personal obses
sion to educate the youth of 
America and to share with 
them the historical and per- . 
sonal events of my life. I am 
joined by my speaking part
ner, who as a 6-year-old child 
in 1933 was first introduced 
to National-Socialistic racial 
theories and who joined the 
Hitler Youth when he was 
10. After many, many years, 
he learned to recognize that 
he had been made a fanatic 

Dear &ti tor, 
1 onh re--...ent.lv read Rabb; 

Michael Sternfi°eld . s sermon e 
on the Holocaust. and I 
would like to make a brief t 

point. • I It seems to me that he 
misses the point entirely .. 
when he describes how 
significant the number 40 is I 
in Judaism, but then sug· 
gests that because it has 
been 40 years since the 
Holocaust. it is time to put 
it behind us. Every year at 
Pesach we remember the 
slavery in Egypt, we don't · 

C: 

~ 
-~ 

. 

put it behind us. We think 
about and study the story of 
the flood from generation to 
generation in order to learn 

1 from that experience and not 
to put it behind us. And we 
try to live by the Ten Com
mandments that were given 
to us after 40 days, and we 

! 
~11 

l $i 
study them in classes and 
we speak of them in shul, 
and we teach them to our 
children. We do not put 
them behind us and go on • 

. with our lives. These things 
are woven into our lives and 
our memorie.<1 and our con· 
sciousness so that we v;'ill 
not forget .. and· so that suc
~ing generations ·will not , r~ f;t. So must it be-with--~ : r 

Ti1c...:Holocaust~ We must :_" ! 
J\~V•~ forget, and we must i 
j(~{ .... le; the worl? forget_~ : 

E' -H~er., · 1 1 1 , Jtnn Middleman. 
1 

)!ti,$ ~Jta-~ t-,f(fpcll ~ts~ 
f?iu,LU ~i-(-itfd Iii£~ ' 
~i-!vi'0¾, )LG ~ 'iUt~1f.ett -' 
fiaJ~' ~ d~ #w 'Mrlf?~ ni . 

J~·s ~~ • ~ s~~st; ,_ S'--½~· i 

victim of a mass murderer. 
For the past 5 years, we 

have traveled through the 
United States. We are 
speaking to large univer
sities , small colleges , 
parochial schools of eve:Y 
denomination - Catholic, 
Baptist, Episcopalian , 
Methodist, Seventb-aay 
Adventist, Mormon, and so 
on. We are invited, received 
with love and admiration, 
listened to with full atten· 
tion, and in the always ex· 
tensive question and answer 
periods, challenged with 
many, many questions. 
Generally, nobody has heard 
a survivor speak, one who 
explains quietly and as 
unemotionally as possible 
those events, and one who is 
accompanied by a speaking 
partner with such different 
experiences. Suddenly they 
understand this part of 
history. Standing ovations 
by audiences of 300 to 3000 
show me that their educa· 
tion on this subject has been J 
up to now, to say it mildly, 
neglected. · 

We travel through the .! 
whole· year when the schools 
are open, week for week; 
from Mississippi to Alaska, 
from Florida to Lake 
Superior, the whole New . 
England coast - in short, 
all over. If you call this 
"entertainment" or " com
mercial exploitation," I can 
only say that commercializa
tion is in the eyes of the 
beholder. 

Wnat we miss and badly 
need are witnesses, sur
vivors , who know the 
historic . background and 
want to help to educate the 
American youth. The Jewish 
children have a chance to be 
informed; the others do not, 
or their interest would not 
be this monumental. I am 
often attacked or perhaps 
misunderstood because the 
words hate and revenge are 
not in my vocabulary. Rabbi 
Harold Kushner in his book 
When Bad Things Happen 
to Good People reinforced 
my belief in his means of 
education when he said that 
every one of us has ex
perienced suffering and loss, 
but that to sublimate our ex
periences so that hope is 
most important is to have 
found the art of mastering 
our life. If I had carried hate 
against our persecutors for 
more than 50 years, I would 
have destroyed myself long 
ago. If in every lecture I 
give, only a seed is planted 
in the heads of my listeners 
- to try to find out more on 
this subject on their own -
then I am sure that I was 
not saved for nothing. 
H elen H. Waterford is a sur
vivor of Auschwitz. 
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I WANT TO RESPOND TO A FEW ISSUES AND CONCERNS) 

THAT SEVERAL OF YOU HAVE SHARED tilili ME, 

WE ARE BEING CONFRONTED) NATIONALLY AND LOCALLY) 

BY NON-JEWS AND JEW! SH LEADERS, 'Jr..,,;~ 

« THE HOLOCAUST! Ir's TIME TO FORGIVE, 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH, DoN'T PUT THAT GUILT TRIP ON us!\~ 

/t REMEMBER WHAT AMALEK DID TO YOU! 

--WHO TERRORI·ZED YOUJ TO WHOM BRUTALITY AND TERROR 
WERE A NATURAL WAY OF LIFE, 

--WHO WAYLAID AND KILLED ALL THE WEAK AND FAINTJ 

AND HUNGRYJ WHO COULDN'T KEEP UP; 
,, 

X 72JlR~ 
h --po NOT FORGET!'' 

AMALEK I.l::i.E1i AND AMALEK .t:iilli! 

lliJ.R BATTLE AND THE LORD'S BATTLE WITH AMALEK 

ARE FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION--

THEY NEVER STOP! 

SOME FARMERS IN NEBRASKA) 

WHO ARE PLAGUED BY ECONOMIC DISTRESS) 

ARE BEING TARGETED) BY RIGHT WING EXTREMISTS 

OF THE ARYAN NATIONS) 

.. 
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AND ~HE MILITANT IDENTITY MOVEMENT OF WILLIAM P, GALE 
TO "BLAME IT ON THE JEWS' II 

WHO ELSE? WHO ELSE IS MORE VULNERABLE 

AND AVAILABLE AND MEE. TO BLAME; 

TO USE AS A SCAPEGOAT? 

l HAD NUMEROUS CALLS FROM SHOCKED AND FRIGHTENED PEOPLE) 

AS IF ANOTHER HOLOCAUST WAS ABOUT TO BE LAUNCHED, 

AFTER ALLJ HITLER STARTED WITH A SMALL GROUP OF BIGOTS I.QQ., 

THE TROUBLE WITH THE 20/20 SHOW WASJ HOWEVER) 

THAT IT OVERSTATED THE CASE, 

A FEW SIMPLE-MINDED FARMERS 

WERE PARADED BEFORE THE TV CAMERAS 

AND SCARED THE .ti.E.U.. OUT OF~ OF OUR PEOPLE 

WITH THEIR FIRSTHAND ANTI-SEMITISM) 

BASED ON SECONDHAND MISINFORMATION AND BIGOTRY, 

THE FACT ISJ THAT MOST FARMERS IN NEBRASKA 

HAVE NEVER .s..E.E1i A JEW 

AND THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE TO INDICATE) 

THAT THEY ARE RESPONDING TO THE HATE-MONGERING. 

THIS IS THE .fil2Q_Q_ NEWS! HE KNOW .b'.tlQ THE KOOKS AREJ 

AND WE CAN WATCH THEM, THE A~TJ..:DEFAMATION LEAGUE) THE FBij 
~ t:t_ cl-;,,-a.,, -~ ~;;:r:lle_ / 



YISKOR--REMEMBER--3 

1 BELIEVE, THAT IN A BIZARRE, ABSURD WAY1 

THE NAZIS OF SKOKIE1 THE Ku KLux KLAN1 

THE 20/20 TV FARMERS IN NEBRASKA1 

THE .FARRAKHANS AND THE JESSE JACKSONS 1 
HAVE DONE US A SERVICE! 

BECAUSE THEY REMIND us AND ALERT us! 

YISKOR - REMEMBER! 

A GENERATION HAS GROWN UP 1 

SINCE THE DAYS OF THE HOLOCAUST, 

AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR, 

A GENERATION HAS ARISEN1 

THAT REMEMBERS NOT H1TLER1 AND HIS MAD. HORDE OF KILLERS; 
WHO MURDERED QiiE. OUT OF EVERY THREE JEWS IN THE WORLD--

6 OUT OF 18 MILLION, 

FORTY YEARS HAVE GONE BY! THEY SAY THAT TIME HEALS! 
Bur THE SCARS REMAIN!~· ¢,C-/'u(_ j,UJUuFt.( ~ a~Y;ec-/t.-'-ceat,J r 

THE PAIN OF MEMORY) 

CAN llill. BE WIPED OUT, 

FROM THE GHETTOES AND CAMPS OF SLAUGHTER) 

AROSE THE CRIES PF THE VICTIMS, 

THE woRLDJ D1 D NOT wANT To HEAR rHEM THErt 

AND NOW IT TRIES) NOT TO REMEMBER! 

No YISKOR, PLEASE! 
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AND NQtl WE ARE TOLDJ EVEN BY JEWISH VOICESJ 

THAT WE ARE "OBSESSED WITH THE HOLOCAUST,,,," 
"ENOUGH IS ENOUGH." HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS ARE DEEPLY UPSETJ 

ANGRY AND IN TEARSJ SHOCKED, TO .ti.EAR 

SUCH SENTIMENTS) TO BE TOLD: 

"Ir's UN~EALTHYJ UNWISE"To SAY YisKoR so OFTEN! 

,;'--AN~ IT'S UN-JEWISH!".oUT THE TORAH SAYS OTHERWISE: IL.~ 1 I 
~ - . • . ~ r~<d( -- ~1(_ q cl-:~ r Tr, -THINK OF IT! WE ARE ASKED To"RETURN 

TO THE AUTHENTIC JEWISH FAITH 

THAT AFFIRMS THE FUTUREJ AND THE GOODNESS 

OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT!" 

HAVE WE FORGOTTEN GOODNESS) CHARITY) COMPASSION, 

.L.QY.E.J FREEDOM, AND JUSTICE? 

THESE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE JEWISH WAY, 

THE NUREMBERG LAWS AND THE GAS CHAMBERSJ 

WERE THE NAZ1. WAY, 

AFFIRMING THE FUTURE AND GOODNESS OF JEWISH VALUESJ 

sHouLD NoT BLlim us To THE E.Y.LL AND HORROR 

OF FORGETTll'~G WHAT AMALEK DI DJ THEN AND NOH! 

THE TORAH TELLS us "REMEMBER AND DON'T FORGET!" 

So IT IS PAINFUL FOR ALL OF usJ 

THE SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST) 

AND WE, WHO WOULD NOT HAVE SURVIVED; 

FOR IF HITLER ti.AD. tlQN--
-

THE WHOLE WORLD, wouLD HAVE BEEN JuDENREIN! 
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IT IS VERY PAINFUL TO HEAR A VOICE--

A JEWISH VOICEJ liERE AND ELSEWHERE) I AM SUREJ 
fl ~ 

TELLING US THAT WE Wl.ER-REACTED TO BITBURG 
fl 

AND THAT IT IS I.l11.E. TO CALL A MORATORIUM, ,, 
AND SlQ£ INVOKING THE HOLOCAUST, 

;, \\ 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 

Ir Is Now u.--"AFTER BrTBURG." 

BITBURG IS FINALLY OVER. 

Bur THE PRESIDENT LOOKED, 

AS IF HE WERE SLEEPWALKING, THROUGH A NIGHTMARE! . 

HIS STONY FACE, INTIMATED, THAT IT WAS ALL, 

AN UNFORTUNATE MISTAKE, STEMMING FROM lliill. ADVICE. 

HE SEEMED TO BE RIDDING HIMSELF, 

oF SOMETHING ODIOUS. Hrs SPEECH AT BERGEN-BELSEN WAS SUPERB; 
HIS ADDRESS AT THE AIR FORCE BASE, 

CONDEMNED THE SS HORROR) PROCLAIMING THE PHRASES) 

"NEVER AGAIN," AND "WE ARE ALL JEwsJ" 

HE REMINDED MEJ OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY) IN BERLIN, 
SAYING) "MIR ZENEN ALLE BERLINER!" 

Ir's .P.Y..E.RJ BUT rr's NOT OVER! 

THE DAMAGE IS DONEJ STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT REAGAN: 
"IT WAS MORALLY RIGHT TO GOJ" AND 
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"THERE IS A PARALLEL 

BETWEEN HOLOCAUST VICTIMS AND ss D.E.AD.," 

THESE WORDS WILL TAUNT US FOR MANY YEARS, 
Ir WAS WRONG! 

Bur THE fillQD. NEWS ISJ THAT WE CAN LEARN FROM BITBURG, 

l THINK THE FOLLOWING THREE LESSONSJ ARE ALL IMPORTANT: 

(1) fIRSTJ THIS IS THE .END. OF SILENCEJ 

THE ERA OF INDIFFERENCE HAS PASSED, 
WE t1U.SI. PROTESTJ BECAUSE OUR CAUSE IS MORAL, 
AND THE WORLD NEEDS TO BE REMINDED ABOUT MORALITY-
AND IT 'd.AS.! 

A PREPONDERANT MAJORITY) OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATEJ NUMEROUS VETERANS' ORGANIZATIONS) 
THE MEDIAJ MILLIONS OF WEST GERMANSJ 
MARGARET THATCHER) JERRY FALWELLJ CARDINAL O'CONNOR) 
TO MENTION A FEW, 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC 

DECLARED IN THE GERMAN PARLIAMENT~ 
ON THE MY PRESIDENT REAGAN VISITED BITBURGJ 
"WE GERMANSJ CAN NEVER SAYJ 'b'.E. DIDN'T KNOW,' 

WE ALL KNEW! AND WE HAVE TO lliE. WITH THE SHAME 
FOR THE RES.I OF OUR LIVESJ 
AND TEACH OUR CHILDREN SO THAT THEY SHOULD NEYER FORGET 
THOSE TERRIBLE CRIMES OF THE NAZI MURDERERS," 
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(2) SECONDJ THERE WAS A HOLOCAUST 

AND ifil ONE CAN PERSIST IN ITS DENIAL! 

Nor THE SIGN-CARRYING BIGOTS IN BALBOA PARKJ 

AND riQ ANTI-SEMITIC PROFESSORSJ 

CAN LECTURE AND WRITE BOOKSJ 

ANY MOREJ THAT THE HOLOCAUST WAS A HOAX--

THE CONTROVERSY QYE.R BITBURGJ 

WITHOUT INTENDING TO DO SOJ EMPHASIZED THE TRUTH 

THAT THE DEATH OF SIX MILLIONJ 

IS AN UNSPEAKABLE OBSCENITY, AND DENYING IT 

AN EVEN GREATER OBSCENITY. 

DURING THE WEEK AFTER BITBURG 

THERE WERE A NUMBER OF UNFORGETTABLE TELEVISION PROGRAMSJ 

DEPICTING THE HOLOCAUST ATROCITIES--

l HAVE VISITED A CONCENTRATION CAMPJ JERIESENSTADT, 

l HAVE SEEN ~ANY DOCUMENTARY MOVIES--

A DOCUMENTARY PUT TOGETHER BY ALFRED HITCHCOCK 

SHOWED S.S. TROOPSJ BOTH .M.EJi AND WOMEN, 

WHO WERE FORCED TO BULLDOZE ti.U.G..E. TRENCHES 

AND DRAG BODIES TO A COMMON GRAVE, 

li.E.RE.. WERE THE MURDERERS, AND l:i.E.B.E.. WERE THEIR VICTIMS 

FOR L\.LL IliE. WORLD IQ~! 
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THERE REALLY WAS_ A LINE OF SELECTION: 
0,i ,,,,<c_ ~ ~-tk fi1~;"1',;.,_ 'ifviR Jtn.: f,,~ 

"WHO WILL .Ll.Y.E. AND WHO WILL D.l.E.," 

THEY ACTUALLY ENTERED SHOWERSJ THAT CASCADED UPON THEMJ 
NOT WATER, BUT POISON GAS, 
THEIR BODIES WERE STUFFED INTO OVENSi 

AND CREMATED INTO illl.SI AND ASHES. 
Bur FIRSTJ THE~ WAS TAKEN FROM THEIR TEETH; 
THEIR 1:iAlR REMOVED FOR MATTRESSES, 

FROM .s.K.lliJ LAMPS WERE FASHIONED; 

FROM THE .EAI OF THEIR BODIESJ s.QAe.! 

THIS WAS TRULY THE OOSI CRUELJ INHUMAN DEPRAVITY OF ALL TIME, ,7 

AND THE s E FI LMS WE RE HOME MOY I ES TAKEN BY NAZ I s-;fJ, ,,_~ ,._i;jJ{-6i,,.,;_ j':''e:W . 
AND ss Fl LMS PRESERVED FOR THEIR RECORDS I C, J-1-u.~ / 

AND WE ARE TOLD BY JEWISH LEADERS 

"WE ARE OBSESSED WITH THE HoLOCAUSTJ,,, 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! . .,. CALL A MORATORIUM,.-· . 
Ir's UNHEALTHYJ UNWISEi AND UN-JEWISH!" 
UN-JEWISH? THE TORAH SAYSJ 

~fuY1_ ___ --REMEMBER! To FQ,fil?EJ 1s OBSCEi~E! 
To CALL FOR A MORATORIUM IS A GREATER OBSCENITY~ 

(3) THIRDJ IN THE LARGER CONTEXTJ BITBURG IS A SYMBOL OF 8Ll.L 
THAT MUST NOT BE ERADICATED! 
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WHEN WE SHOW MERCY AND SYMPATHY TO AMALEK., 
IN FORGIVENESS OF EVIL., WE MAKE THE NEXT EVIL EASIER, 

WHEN WE OVERLOOK EVIL., WE FOSTER~ CONDONE AND 
CONDITION OURSELVES., FOR THE NEXT EVIL ACT, 

THE POPE WAS SHOT BY A TERRORIST AND FORGAVE HIM, 
THAT WAS HIS PRIVILEGE., 

ALTHOUGH I THINK IT WAS OBSCENE 

TO FORGIVE A MURDERER, Bur AFTER ALL., 

IF THE POPE WANTS TO FORGIVE 

THE MAN WHO TRIED TO MURDER HIM., 

HE HAS A RIGHT TO DO SO, 

Bur., BY WHAT RIGHT DO WE., WHO WERE NOT KILLED., 
FORGIVE THE BEASTS WHO MURDERED SIX MILLION JEWS? _ 
ONLY THE VICTIM HAS A RIGHT TO FORGIVE, 
1~E WHO syRVIVED DO NOT HAVE SUCH A RIGHT, , • . 1c l ()_-i9 ~r4, h~ GL l l: L·l:l ~ tf, ;) Jb,(i,t~ ✓nuri d.t~'-L£ f$ h,«Jtr,H( g 

ci.,Yl,-'il, tn dse!f, ~ OtJ1 )l fAl1QC ! 
As ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL PUT IT., 

"y[_ HAVE till RIGHT TO FORGIVE! 

THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO COULD FORGIVE ARE THE VICTIMS, 
till.I THE SURVIVORS! till ONE IS HERE TO FORGIVE," 

AT NEILAH SERVICES WE PRAY "P'sACH LONOO SHAAR.," 

"OH Goo., OPEN FOR us A GATE.," 

EVEN AS THE GATE OF YoM KIPPUR CLOSES, 
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OUR BRETHREN IN ISRAEL OPENED UP A GATE 

FOR ALMOST A MILLION SURVIVORS, 

EVEN AS THE GATES OF THE CAMPS OPENED UP TO Il:iE.M; 

AND ALL OTHER .JEws--700,000 FROM ARAB LANDS 

OF PERSECUTION, AND THOUSANDS OF JEWS 

FROM RUSSIA AND RUMANIA, AND NOW ETHIOPIA--

1:iAY.E. A HOME, 

Ir WAS THE HORRORS OF THE HOLOCAUST 

THAT OPENED UP THE GATES 

TO THE HEART OF .8.LL HUMANITY, 

AND MADE ISRAEL POSSIBLE. 
LET us K.E..E.e. ALL GATES OPEN, 

TO THE PAST AND TO THE FUTURE! 

r} r; cP .,,,<Ir., .rJ t ;.· ,; r. ~ ;;,.~-- REMEMBER! k 4-r1A2-..m-

WE CAN 1 TJ WE WON 1 Tj WE HEAR THE BLOOD 

Do N.QI FORGET! 

OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, CRYING OUT TO us! 
11 REMEMBER US ! 

\\ 

LET US CONTINUE TO HEAR THEIR VOICES 

AND TEACH THE WORLD THE £Yl.L OF SILENCE! 

NEVER AGAIN! NEVER AGAIN! 

Ir's AN ONGOING LESSON WE JEWS .A.lill THE WORLD 

DARE NOT FORGET. 



Mr. Mike Zaks 
New Life Club 
Jewish Community Center 
4079 - 54th St. 
San Diego, CA 92105 

Dear Mr. Zaks: 

I "'°uld like to thank you for taking the time to oornpose your thoughts in 
a letter to me regarding my Erev Rosh Hashanah serrron on the subject of 
the Holocaust. Since the evening of that serrron, I have been very much 
disturbed by the reaction to it. Obviously your feeling is that I never 
should have given this talk and there may be some wisdom in this feeling. 

I want to assure you that, in no way, did I ever intend to cause pain to 
Holocaust survivors or to demean your loss. In fact, if you have a oopy 
of the serrron, I think I said

0

this explicitly in several places. Never 
did I say that we should forget the Holocaust; never did I say that we 
should stop teaching about it. The :i::oint of my entire serrron was to 
stress that the Holocaust is a ~acred rnerrory which must not be desecrated 
by exploitation. In addition we don't wish to blacken our children's 
perception of Jewishness by causing them to believe that all the "'°rld 

.hates Jews. When I said "it's time to stop sitting shiva", I was not 
speaking of forgetfulness. Quite the contrary. I was comparing this to 
the mourning process itself. 

All this notwithstanding, I want you to know I am very much ooncerned that 
the serrron was received as reflecting insensitivity. I sincerely regret 
any anguish that this has caused you. I intend to oommunicate these same 
feelings to our congregation on Kol Nidre eve. 

in such a 
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Out of the Ashes- Hope. 
From all the Pain - Promise 
Are we obsessed with the 
Holocaust? 

Michael P. Sternfield is spiritual leader of 
Congregation Beth Israel. 

Our over-reaction, however, is indicative of a 
much larger problem, which we Jews finally 
must begin to confront, and that is our obses
sion with the Holocaust. 

If we had been more receptive, we might have 
listened more carefully to the President's 
speeches at Bitburg and at Bergen Belsen, 
which, by the way, were historically significant. 
He was speaking to us as well, delivering a 
message we have been loathe to heed. 

At Bergen Belsen, the President said: "Here 
lie people - Jews - whose death was inflicted 
for no reason other than their very existence. 

---------------------A, Their pain was borne only because of who they 
In April and May of this year, we marked the were and because of the God in their prayers. 

Rabbi Michael Sternfield's Erev Rosh 
Hashanah sermon has been the subject of con
siderable conversation and controversy. We 
have heard numerous comments about it, many 
from people who were not there to hear it 
firsthand. It is apparent that some of the things 
he said were misconstrued and/or taken out of 
context. We have received Rabbi Stemfield's 
permission to publish his sermon (unedited), to 
give you the opportunity to read and evaluate it 
for yourself 

-Ed. 

fortieth anniversary of the end of the War in Here death ruled. But," he said, "we have learn-
Europe, and the liberation of the concentration ed something as well. Because of what happen~...._ 
camps. When Ronald Reagan decided to visit ed, we found that death cannot rule forever. An& 
the military cemetery at Bitburg, West Ger- that is why we are here today ... We are here to 
many, in commemoration of this anniversary, he commemorate that life triumphed over the 

After Wiesel's plea, we should 
have said "Dayeinu." 

opened . a real hornet's nest of opposition. 
American veterans, Jewish leaders and the vast 
majorities of both houses of Congress all were 
opposed to his visit. The mere thought that an 
American President actually would lay a wreath 
anywhere near the graves of the dreaded SS was 
appalling. 

Elie Wiesel spoke for all Jews when he pleaded 
with the President: "Your place is not with 
them. Your place is with the victims." As one 
who has had many close contacts with 
Holocaust survivors and their families, I also 
knew instinctively that this ceremony was cer
_tain to re-open old wounds. 

Well, despite many eloquent pleas, the Presi
dent went anyway, adding a stop at Bergen 
Belsen to his itinerary, as if this would actually 
mollify the critics. 

In retrospect, I still wish the President had 
not gone to the Bitburg cemetery. Even now, 
my heart is pained in knowing how excruciating 
it was for the survivors to observe the President 
of the United States participating in this 
memorial observance in close proximity to the 
graves of their loved ones' murderers. Wounds 
such as theirs will never heal, not even in a hun
dred lifetimes. The President should have 
known this before he decided to go to Bitburg. 

tragedy and the death of the Holocaust ... We are 
here today to confirm that the horror cannot 
outlast hope, and that even from the worst of all 
things, the best may come forth ... Yes, out of 
this sickness - as crushing and cruel as it was 
- there is hope for the world as well as for the 
world to come. Out of the ashes - hope. From 
all the pain - promise. '' 

For 40 years now, the recollection of the 
Holocaust has been the Jews' crushing burden. 

For 40 years now, we have castigated 
ourselves and all others for the catastrophe we 
could not, or at least, did not prevent. 

For 40 years, we have been plagued by 
distrust and hostility against all Christian 
peoples and nations, who closed their eyes and 
their borders, and thereby sealed the fate of 
European Jewry. 

We still cannot turn away from those feelings, 
or deny them. But, the President was right when 
he said: "Death cannot rule forever." 

In the Bible, 40 is a frequently recurring 
number: For 40 days and 40 nights it rained in 
the time of Noah; for 40 years the Israelites 
wandered in the wilderness; for 40 days and 40 
nights, Moses was alone with God on Mt. Sinai. 

The number forty is associated with almost 
each new development in the history of God's 

Though our hearts still ache in 
sorrow and in remembrance, it is 

time to stop sitting shivah. 

But in reassessing Bitburg, there are a 
number of issues which this visit has compelled 
us to consider. We say in Hebrew: "Garn Zu 
l'tovah," which means, "Perhaps even this was 
for the best." 

mighty acts, especially of redemption. When the 
Bible tells of 40 years, it means one full genera
tion. In order for the people of Israel to enter the 
Promised Land as fully emancipated people, it 
was necessary for a period of 40 years to pass so 
that one generation might die and one new 
generation be born ... one which had never known 
the bitterness of Egyptian slavery. 

Rabbi Michael P. Sternfield 

throughout the Holy Days: "Choose life, that 
you may live." 

The author of Ecclesiastes teaches: "to 
everything there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under heaven ... a time to keep and a 
time to cast away." There is a time to remember 
and also a time to set aside bitterness. It seems 
to me that we must do both. 

This requires a number of specific positive 
steps which we must take, for our own well
being, and for the well-being of coming genera
tions. 

First, let us affirm publicly that we cannot 
hold responsible the ne~_generation of Germans 
who knew not Hitler, for the sins their parents 
and grandparents committed. Nor can we con
tinue to blame the human race at large, when the 
vast majority of all living people were not alive 
40 years ago. That wretched sight of Josef 
Mengele's bones serves as a morbid reminder 
that his generation is now virtually extinct. As 
cheated as we may feel that many Nazis, in
cluding Mengele, escaped justice, the matter 
now is beyond human control. 

Second, let us realize that the world has 
become weary of the Holocaust. For most, the 

I do not believe that this 
tragedy is a fitting subject for 

commerical exploitation. 

Holocaust is history, irretrievably so. Even the 
best of our friends will tell us that they do not 
relate to our former tragedy when there are so 
many 9thers who are suffering here and now. 
They find our preoccupation with the past 
overbearing and redundant, and they reject our 
desire to make them feel responsible for events 
which occurred before most of them were even 
born. 

Far too many films and television programs 
have been aired, and too many books written. It 
is time to call a moratorium. Enough is enough! 
Speaking personally, I do not believe that this 
tragedy is a fitting subject for commercial ex
ploitation. There is nothing "entertaining" 
about the Holocaust! 

And if we find Hollywood's commercialization 
of the death camps repulsive, then let's be 
honest enough with ourselves to admit that we 
Jews also have exploited the Holocaust con
tinuously. Each and every Jewish defense 
organization raises its funds by reminding us of 
those same haunting memories, even going so 
far as to cart out desecrated Torah scrolls, 
atrocity photographs and other lurid relics, in 
crass emotional appeals for money. 

Virtually every appeal for Israel also invokes 
painful memories of the death camps. Support · 
for Israel must exist independently of the im
ages of the gas chambers. Auschwitz should not 
be cited at every public forum to provide emo-

I feel strongly that the Jewish community 
over-reacted to Bitburg. Obviously, the choice 
of this particular cemetery was poorly conceiv
ed. Nevertheless, there was a point at which the 
visit became inevitable, due to international 
considerations. We made our point - no one 
could have spoken more eloquently, nor more 
courageously than did Elie Wiesel. After 
Weisel's plea, we should have said "Dayeinu." 
To further embarrass the President of the 
United States served no useful purpose. After 
all, Bitburg is only a cemetery, a symbol, with 
no practical impact on present day Jewish prac
tical concerns. The President was not visiting a 
PLO camp, or a neo-Nazi gathering. It was just 
a cemetery. And the President is a proven friend 
of Israel and of the Jewish people. 

Reluctant as we are to admit it, after 40 years, tional blackmail compelling support of Israel or 
we must finally put the past behind us. Though its policies. Nor can rabbis and teachers invoke 

For most, the Holocaust is 
history, irretrievably so. 

our hearts still ache in sorrow and in remem
brance, it is time to stop sitting shivah. 
• Every rabbi knows that mourning is a process 

which has a beginning and must also have a con
clusion. Excessive grief is unhealthy and 
ultimately self-destructive. It blocks the 
possibility of creative living. That is why we say 

the Holocaust to command loyalty to Jewish 
teachings and institutions. If Judaism is going 
to remain viable in years to come, it must be for 
reasons far more noble than merely depriving 
Hitler of a posthumous victory. The memory of 
the Holocaust is too sacred to be made subser-

Continued on page 18 
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vient to other goals. 

Third, we must make a more conscious effort 
to teach our children in a more positive manner 
than is being done now, in most places. To cast 
all current Jewish experience in the shadow of 
the Six Million is unwise, unhealthy, and un
J ewish. This teaches distrust of non-Jews, and 
worst of all, it teaches our children that to be a 
Jew is to be a victim. As Rabbi Harold 
Schulweis has pointed out: Our obsession with 
the Holocaust has conditioned us. We have 
adopted a negative mind-set which greets even 
acts of goodness with suspicion, as if good for
tune for the Jews is a Trojan horse carrying 
disaster within. 

This fixed negativism is being permitted to 
taint our children's view of being Jewish. We 
must not bathe our children in the tears of suf
fering. We need . to be more concerned with 
positive Jewish morale. In our schools, we have 
been working toward this positive goal for some 
time, and we will continue to do so even more 
vigorously. I want our c~en to regard 
Judaism as a joyful and illuminating experience, 
as a blessing and not as a curse. I do not want 
them to grow up believing that the world hates 
the Jews, or that to be a Jew is an onerous 
burden. Let us teach our children of the terror 
and bestiality of the world - of course they 
must know these things - but let us not allow 
the sparks to be concealed. 

- ----L - --

Why has so little been taught about those 
many acts of heroism that saved thousands of 
lives? We teach all about the duplicity and 
silence of the Vatican, yet why have we not also 
taught about the courage of countless church 
men and women who sheltered Jews, who, at 
great personal risk saved many lives? Why are 
our children so familiar with names such as 
Eichmann and Mengele, yet not even recognize 
names such as that of the Italian Army's 
General Robatta who saved the lives of 
thousands of Croatian Jews from the grip of the 
Nazis? Why is not more taught of the courage of 
Bulgarians, Greeks, Danes and many others 
who refused to cooperate with the Nazis? Why is 
it that we have so belatedly learned of the ex
traordinary heroism of Raoul W allenberg, who 

We must not bathe our children 
in the tears of suffering. 

saved as many as 100,000 Jews from certain 
death? What ever happened to that wise Jewish 
tradition which stresses the singular power of 
the few? 

What ever happened to the tradition that 
acknowledged the overwhelming evil of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, yet held on to the saving power 
of the ten who might have redeemed those cities 
from destruction? 

What ever happened to that tradition that 
understood the pervasiveness of evil in the 

world, yet raised to high honor the few, the 36 
lamid-vavniks, without whom the heavens 
would certainly fall? 

Our obsession with cruelty has made us blind 
to the considerable goodness of those who 
resisted and saved many lives. The story of 
courageous resistance is worthy of retelling in 
detail in at least as much detail as we recount 
the efficiency of the death machine. 

Finally, we must all begin to turn away from 
that Holocaust-conditioned view of human 
nature which teaches cynicism. It is one thing to 
be vigilant concerning anti-Semitism. It is 
another matter to live constantly fearful and 
suspicious of good people. There are millions of 
real and potential friends among the peoples of 
the world who are not contaminated by the 
Holocaust. To live with obsessive fear of the 
non-Jewish world is to be condemned to die a 
thousand deaths. 

We must return to the authentic Jewish faith 
that affirms in the openness of the future, and 
also affirms the goodness of the human spirit. 
We must return to embracing the ennobling 
spirit of Judaism, which was so beautifully ar
ticulated by Edmond Fleg, when he wrote: " I 
am a Jew because when despair cries out, the 
Jew hopes. " 

We owe ourselves and our children more than 
an expectation of future suffering, more than a 
victim heritage. We owe them positive reasons 
for Jewish living, and not merely the post-

Holocaust reasons of cynicism, remorse and 
fear. 

Tonight marks the beginning of a New Year, 
the 41st year since the end of the Holocaust. 

Rosh Hashanah is a day whose many names 
are synonymous with hope itself. • 

We call this day, Yorn HaZikaron, a Day of 
Remembrance. Yet, even as we do remember, 
Rosh Hashanah teaches us that the past is not 
where we live. That is why we also say "Ha Yorn 
Harat Olam! Today the world is born anew!" 

Rosh Hashanah represents the hope that, 
with the dawning of this New Year, we can free 
ourselves from obsessive remorse and bitterness 
over events now past, and experience a healing 
of the soul. · 

On this day, then, let us resolve to move for
-ward, confronting the future as men and women 
who have learned much not only from the 
world's capacity for evil - but also for good. 

As President Reagan said so well: ' 'Out of this 
sickness, as crushing and cruel as it was, there 
is hope for the world, as well as for the world to 
come ... Everywhere are memories, pulling us, 
touching us, making us understand that they 
never can be erased. Such memories take us 
where God intended His children to _go- toward 
learning, toward healing, and above all toward 
redemption. ' ' 

©1985 M ichael P. Stern fie ld. This article may not be 
reproduced in part or in whole without the wri t ten permis
sion of the author. 



A Response-

The Holocaust: An Opposite Vieu, 
Rabbi Aaron S. Gold 
Spiritual leader, Tifereth Israel Synagogue 

The policy not to attack the person, but the 
idea, has been a traditional trait of Talmudic 
rabbis. The phrase, "Perhaps the opposite view 
is correct" is frequently used by those sages. 

I use this method in presenting the "opposite 
view" to Rabbi Michael Sternfield's sermon 
"Out of Ashes-Hope. From All the Pain- Pro
mises. ' ' 

The idea that after Wiesel's moving appeal to 
the President we should have said "Daveinu -
the Jewish community overreacted to Bitburg" 
due to "our obsession with the Holocaust, " and 

commemoration of Yorn Hashoah makes some 
people "weary" and the past horrors of the 
Holocaust "overbearing and redundant," then it 
is those people who have a problem - a failure 
to face a moral issue. If the Holocaust should no 
longer be commemorated, then many lesser 
celebrations and commemorations should be 
eliminated. Why celebrate July 4th and remind 
the British every year of their past injustices? 
Surely the present-day Englishmen are not guil
ty of the sins of their fathers. Why continue to 
observe Tisha B'av annually, or to break a glass 
at the end of a wedding ceremony? Why 
not wipe out of our history books the horror of 

"Dayeinu" is a nice Passover song, 
but in the ... world of political issues it 

does not sing - it crows. 

"to further embarrass the President [would 
serve] no useful purpose" is sheer nonsense. 
Jewish leaders leaned over backwards to be 
respectful in the hope that the President would 
recognize that he was duped by Kohl, given bad 
advice, and would have the courage to say "I 
made a mistake. I'm sorry." Shall we say· 
"Dayeinu," we have said enough, and not em
barrass our Pre8ident on lesser issues than the 
Holocaust, such as abortion and prayer in the 
public schools? Shall we, because we are Jews, 

the Crusades, the Inquisition, the pogroms or 
even a show like "Fiddler on the Roof?" All of 
these reminders may make some people feel guil
ty. 

The argument that too many films have been 
shown and too many books written about the 
Holocaust ("It is time to call a moratorium. 
Enough is enough!") is ludicrous. The 
Holocaust was an event that shook the very 
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3. The third reason given in Rnbbi Stcrnfield's 
sermon flies in the face of reality and just is not 
true. We do not "bathe our children in the tears 
of suffering." Our synagogues, including Deth 
Israel, do not "cast all current Jewish ex
perience in the shadow of the 6 million." We do 
not "teach mistrust of non-Jews," or that "to be 
a Jew is to be a victim." All of our synagogues 
teach the joy of Judaism and celebrate Shabbat, 
joyous holidays like Chanukah, Purim, Simhat 
Torah, and Tu B'shvat, and slress the positive 
ethical values that enhance our lives ns in-

~ dividuals and as part of humanity. The em
phasis of our religious schools and holiday 
observances has been on freedom, peace, 
T'sedakah, love of humanity, and the joy of 
Jewish identity. 

Yes, one a year we commemorate Yorn 
Hashoah, and we often emphasize the contribu
tions of non-Jews, to give our children the 
awareness that we are not alone. Israel docs this 
through regular ceremonies honoring non-Jews 

be silent, and by our silence show indifference to h f the poor and needy in our midst, to the The Holocaust .. shook t • e very oun-
plight of the unemployed in racial minorities, to dations of our capacity ... to cope with arms sales to .Arab nations that endanger the 
eecuritv of Ierael? "Dayeinu" is a nice P!leeover -·--- ----'- ---···--- · .. . •. brutality -and genocide. 
song, but in the real world of political issues it ----------------------------------------does not eing - it crows. foundations of our capacity as human beings to on the Avenue of the Righteous, where trees are What makes American democracy great is cope with brutality and genoside. How and planted on the road to Yad Vashem. Christifms that citizens do and should speak out to correct when will our world learn if we don't continue to of many European countries are represented. In the wrongs in our society, even when the Presi- remind and teach? Look at all the other horrors San Diego, several annual Holocaust com-dent stubbornly insists that his view is the only that have transpirod since the Holocaust. Look . memorations sponsored by Jewish and non-correct view. at Biafra, Camboci.is .. Argentina, Afghanistan, Jewish organizations have featured the heroism Evidence that the Jewish view regarding Bit- and so on. If we don't remind the world, and yes, of non-Jews. Each year I invite non-Jewish burg was right came from numerous sources - remind ourselves, what becomes of the possibili- clergy to speak from my pulpit on Yorn from Christian, labor, and black leadership here, ty of changing the ten-or everywhere around us? Hashoah, and they have invited me to from German leaders abroad, and from the I think of Rebbe, who in answer to a disciple's reciprocate. I suspect that other rabbis in San general media. To even suggest that there was a question, "Aren't you wasting your time speak- Diego have had similar experiences. "parallel between Holocaust victims and the SS insz: out against iniustice and violence? You 
dead" was, like the other thoughtless won't change them," he replied, "I may not 
statements by our President, a blow to our na- change them, but I need to speak out regularly, 
tion's position as a world moral leader and an in- so ~hat they wo!!'t change me." 

The nightmare of the Holocaust dare 
not be forgotten by us or by future 

generations. 

sult to those who perished that no brilliant 
speeches in Germany could paper over. 
-The three steps my colleague suggests "which 

we must take for our own well-being and for the 
well-being of coming generations" are based on 
false premises. 

Is it time to call a moratorium and say enough 
is enough? Those who think so need only turn 
the knobs of their TV sets and refrain from buy
ing those "redundant" books that exploit the 
Holocaust. 

The assumption that people give money to 

"Though our hearts still ache in sorrow and 
remembrance it is time to stop sitting shiva" is 
a statement that ignores the herosim, initiative, 
and dynamic strength of our Holocaust sur
vivors - those who have lost their families, 
have remarried, have raised second families, and 
have made significant contributions to Jewish 
and general life here in America and in Israel. 
Nobody is still sitting shiva. But we will always 
rise when they recite the Kaddish and thank the 
Author of life for their miraculous survival. 

The nightmare of the Holocaust dare not be 
forgotten by us or by future generations. As the 
President of the German republic put it, "We 
Germans can never say 'We didn't know.' We all 

1. No responsible Jew or Jewish organization 
holds the "new generation of Germans" respon
sible for the sins of their fathers, or "continues 
to blame the human race at large." This notion 
is as preposterous as was the Christian world 
holding all Jews responsible for Deicide -
before the Ecumenical Council under Pope John 
XXIII changed this anti-Semitic nonsense. 

... Talmudic Sages ... (said) "Perhaps 
the opposite view is correct." 

2. "The world has become weary of the 
Holocaust ... the Holocaust is history.... They 
find our preoccupation with the past overbear
ing and redundant, and they reject our desire to 
make them feel responsible." I can't believe 
these words! The world is responsible! Any 
reading of history proves this. If the once-a-year 

Israel due to tear:jerking references to the 
Holocaust is false. Most people I know give to 
UJF to support Israel and our local agencies 
because it is our responsibility and duty as Jews 
to do so, and not because of some fund-raisers 
who invbke the Holocaust. Numerous missions 
to Israel have inspired Jews to give mbre to 
Israel because the experience of being there has 
enabled them to see what Israel does and what 
Israel is, and to recognize Israel's needs for 
peace and security. 

knew. And we have to live with the shame for 
the rest of our lives, and teach our children so 
that they should never forget those terrible 
crimes of the Nazi murderers.' ' 

Numerous German youths go to Israel during 
their summer vacations to work on a Kibbutz. 
Why? As one of them said, "We go to Israel to 
atone for the sins of our fathers." 

Indeed, our Talmudic sages were right to 
question a colleague by saying, "Perhaps the op-
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AUSCHWITZ MEMORIAL PAVILION Project 
TOWN OF KUROSE 
Hiroshima Province, Japan 

October 1,1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

We are pleased to present to you ten copies of our 
recently published brochure on the Auschwitz Memorial 
Pavilion Project. You are welcome to distribute them to 
interested parties as you see fit. 

You can see in the brochure the recent events and 
developments in the project. Covered in the brochure is 
the concert given by Maestro Issac Stern in honor of the 
project which was an extraordinary success. 

We are planning other events to further the project, 
one of which is possibly to visit the US with a travelling 
exhibit. If you have any suggestions, they would be welcome. 
One place considered was the Jewish Museum in New York. 
Also, we spoke to Leonard Bernstein while he was in Israel 
and he offered to help us publicise the project, but we 
havent t'inaJ.ized the details yet. 

Best wishes for a prosperous New Year and hope to 
hear from you in the near future. 

Regards, 
F. Inoue 

Overseas Representative: P.O.Box 20588 Jerusalem, Israel TEL.CO2) 271866 



Mr. Menachem Z. Rosensaf t 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Menachem: 

tlune 3, l 985 

It was thoughtful of you to share with me the interesting materials 
published by the International Network of Children of Jewish Holo
caust Survivors. Many thanks. 

. . 
I, too, hope that we will meet and have an opportunity to chat in 
the not-too-distant future. We share many concerns and aspirations 
and it would be good to talk. 

With every good wish, I . am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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425 PAR K A V ENUE 

NEW YOR K, N . Y . 10022 

May 28, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I thought you might be interested 
in reading the most recent mailing which we 
sent to the members of the International Network 
of Children of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

I hope that we shall have the 
oppportunity to meet in the not-too-distant 
future. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Menachem Z. Rosensaft 
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MENACHEM Z ROSENSAFT 
Founding Chairman 

May 17, 1985 
IERZY B WARMAN 
Presidenl 

ROSITTA E. KENIGSBERG 
MICHAEL KORENBLIT 
Execulive Viet Presidenls 

HOWARD I. BUTNICK 

Dear Friends: 

For the past two months one issue has posed an unprecedented challenge 
to the Jewish community in the United States: the appearance of President 
Reagan at the German military cemetery in Bitburg where 49 Waffen-SS 
soldiers lie buried. The President's trip to Germany to attend the econo
mic summit of the Western powers coincided with the May 8 anniversary of 
the Nazi surrender and the end of World War II in Eu:-ope. It was widely 
expected that the President would use this occassion to pay homage to the 
victims of war, including the 6 million Jews who perished in the Holocaust, 

Treasurer 

SARAH L. DUCORSKY 
Stcrelary 

by visiting a site of a concentration camp in Germany. It would have also 
been an appropriate place to underscore the emergence of a new Germany, a 
democracy firmly allied with the West, which, during the past 40 years, has 
made significant efforts to overcome the terrible legacy of the Third 
Reich. Regrettably, insensitivity to the emotions of millions of people, 
survivors of the Holocaust, other victims of the Nazi regime, the American 
war veterans, and all others who remember the depth of evil that Hitler and 
Nazism represented, and the political bungling by the President and the 
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, combined to turn this opportunity into 
its opposite a ceremony that, regardless of intentions, became a tri-
bute to the perpetrators of Nazi crimes, and a gesture of rehabilitation of 
the SS murderers. 

As the issue developed in Mar ch and April, the International Network 
became the leader among Jewish organizations in protesting these plans. At 
the March 23 press conference the President explained that he would not 
visit Dachau, the site of the first concentration camp set up by the Nazis, 
because he saw no point in imposing "unnecessary" guilt on the Germans, few 
among whom were old enough to remember the atrocities. Unfortunately, this 
statement provoked almost no response from the established Jewish 
leadership. Mario M. Cuomo, governor of New Y oz- k, a..id Menachem Ros ens aft 
were virtually alone in publicly condemning the President. On March 30, 
the New York Times published an Op-Ed article by Rosensaft, which pointed 
out the errors in Reagan's statement and criticized the plan to omit the 
visit to Dachau. 

A few days later the White House announced the plan to visit Bitburg. 
Apparently, the lack of strong public reaction to the March 23 press con
ference led the President's staff to believe that the Bitburg ceremony 
would not cause too much of an uproar. In response to the wave of protests 
raised by Jewish and veteran organizations, and the criticism in virtually 
the entire media, the White House hastily amended Reagan's travel plans to 
add a Presidential visit to Bergen-Belsen. Evidently, the administration 
believed that homage to SS-men could be balanced by laying a wreath in 
memory of their victims. Despite continuing outrage, and the televised 
plea by Elie Wiesel to Reagan not to go to Bitburg, the White House refused 
to drop it from the President's itinerary. 
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On April 21 the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors opened 
its Inaugural Assembly in Philadelphia. Despite misgivings by some sur-
vivor leaders who were reluctant to attack President Reagan, Ros ens aft 
delivered an impassioned speech in front of the Liberty Hall, condemning 
the President for creating "a moral crisis of unprecedented proportions" by 
tying the Bit burg and Bergen-Belsen visits into "an obscene package deal." 
If the President did not eliminate the Bitburg visit, challenged Rosensaft, 
survivors and children of survivors should go to Germany to protest, so 
that the President would have to see them as he proceeded to honor the 
memory of the SS. 

Immediately after the conclusion of the Gathering, officers of the 
Network began planning the protest in Germ any. Since it was expected that 
the Bitburg site would attract large crowds of demonstrators who intended 
to use the Reagan visit as an occassion to press their own political agen
das, such as the Green Party, the nuclear freeze movement, and other 
anti-American groups, we decided to stage our protest in Bergen-Belsen. 
The symbolic significance of the site where tens of thousands of Jewish 
victims lay buried seemed to us much more appropriate than the vicinity of 
a German cemetery. Our presence at Bergen-Belsen would have unmistakable 
legitimacy and thus have a greater impact. We also wanted to combine our 
protest with a memorial ceremony to honor the victims of the Holocaust. 

We thus decided to send a delegation of Network leaders and activists 
to stand at the entrance to Bergen-Belsen as Reagan came in, with the 
intention of making clear that, in light of his intention to lay a wreath 
at Bitburg two hours later, his presence at Belsen constituted a desecra
tion, because, for the first time since the liberation, the site would be 
used for blatantly political purposes. As our preparations proceeded, the 
Network received public support from only two Jewish organizations, the 
World Jewish Congress and the World Federation of Bergen-Belsen Survivors, 
particularly Sam Bloch, Hadassah Rosensaft, and Norbert Wollheim. 

Menachem and I met with the Consul General of West Germany in New York, 
Dr. Peter Sympher, requesting his assistance in securing a demonstration 
permit. Through his good offices we were put in contact with the police 
authorities in Lower Saxony. They were very cooperative and courteous but 
turned out to be powerless: all security arrangements concerning the 
President's trip had to be cleared with the White House staff which had in 
the meantime set up operations in Bonn. All efforts to contact them and 
secure access to the site proved to be of no avail. Telephone calls made 
by Ros ens aft from Israel went unreturned, and my efforts to contact the 
State Department in Washington were also frustrated, despite the personal 
intervention on our behalf by Sigmund Strochlitz, member of the US 
Holocaust Memorial Council, with a high State Department official. 

On May 3, in Jerusalem, at a press conference held together with Sam 
Bloch, professor Yehuda Bauer of the Hebrew University, and Rositta 
Kenigsberg, Rosensaft stated: "President Reagan has accomplished in 
Germany what would be impermissible in America: denial of freedom of 
assembly and freedom of speech." 
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Meanwhile, in New York, Jean Rosensaft and Dr. Bonnie Maslin, wife of 
Dr. Yehuda Nir, a survivor who joined the delegation to Belsen, enlisted 
the assistance of Nina Rosenwald, Aaron Ziegel man, and Joel Boyarski, all 
of whom are prominent in the Jewish community, and together brought the 
situation to the attention of Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York. 
On May 4 Senator Moynihan devoted his entire national radio broadcast, made 
in response to Reagan's weekly radio talk, to the fact that we were being 
prevented by the administration from holding our demonstration at 
Bergen-Belsen while the President entered the memorial site. We learned 
later that Senator Joseph Biden of Delaware had also made intense efforts 
to help us in this matter. 

The delegation, consisting of about 50 persons, held a press conference 
in New York before departure. Hadassah Rosensaft, a survivor of Auschwitz 
and Bergen-Belsen, Eva Fogelman, Stephen Tencer, Tom Teicholz and I 
explained the purpose of the trip and the form our protest would take. 
Similar press conferences were held in Hannover for the West German and 
international press. In addition to Ros ens aft, Kenigsberg, Fogelman, 
Tencer, Teicholz and myself, the delegation included the following leaders 
of the Network: Michael Korenblit, Sarah Ducorsky, Esther Fink, Rebecca 
Knaster, Joyce Celnik, Charles Silow, Bernard Kent, Jeanette 
Friedman-Sieradski, and Ritalynne Brechner. We were also joined by pro
fessor Henry Friedlander of Brooklyn College, a survivor, who provided 
invaluable advice and assistance throughout the trip. In Germany our 
group was joined by Jack Eisner, president of the Holocaust Survivors 
Memorial Foundation. 

Despite the efforts of the White House to stonewall us, we received 
help and cooperation from the authorities in Lower Saxony who provided our 
bus with a police escort, enabling us to cross all the checkpoints on the 
road to Bergen-Belsen. On Sunday, May 5, immediately after Reagan left 
Belsen by helicopter, we were allowed to enter the Memorial site. We lay 
roses at the Jewish Memorial and sang Ani Maamin. Menachem Rosensaft spoke 
on behalf of the delegation. His speech was followed by remarks made by 
Kalman Sultanik, a survivor and Vice-President of the World Jewish 
Congress, and Jack Eisner. Stephen Tencer read El Mole Rachamim, and the 
ceremony concluded with the saying of Kaddish and singing of the Zog Nit 
Kein Mol. In this way we paid homage to the memory of the victims and 
expressed our protest against the way they were exploited by the President. 

Enclosed are some of the press accounts of our demonstration. They 
prove that, despite obstacles, we were correct in proceeding with our pro
test, and that we have accomplished our goal. We were helped by a number 
of individuals. In addition to those mentioned above, the officers would 
like to express their gratitude to Walter Kirschenbaum, who, together with 
Tom Teicholz helped us coordinate press briefings, Naomi Kabak and Kathy 
Golan of Kenness International, who made all travel arrangements, and 
Joseph Tekulsky and Solomon Zynstein, two other leaders of the survivors 
who gave us their encouragement and support. Above all, we are grateful to 
all those who, moved by a sense of moral outrage and deep concern that 
Bitburg would become a symbol of rehabilitation of Nazi crimes, offered to 
join the Network at their own expense, and came to be with us in 
Bergen-Belsen. 

We shall keep you ad vised of all continuing developments and our future 
plans. With all good wishes, ~

1 
_ , 



MONDAY, MAY 6, 1985 

Reagan in Germany: Belsen Visit Condemned as 'a Desecration' 

The Two Ceremonies .at Bergen-Be/sen 
By JOHN TAGLIABUE 

Special to nie New York Times 

BELSEN, West Germany, May 5-
There were two ceremonies at the Ber
gen-Belsen memorial today . 

The first ended when President Rea
gan's helicopter lifted out of a sea. of 
West German policemen. Rows of m
vited guests, shaking hands and chat
ting, then filed out and climbed into the 
Mercedes-Benz limousines of postwar 
West German prosperity. 

The second ceremony began .20 
minutes later, when 50 or so Jews, 
some former inmates and some the 
children of victims, entered the con
centration camp in a somber proces
sion, each bearing a rose and many in 
tears. They attended a brief com
memorative service that one of their 
leaders, Menachem Rosensaft, . said 
was to "reconsecrate" the memonal. 

Says It Was 'Desecrated' 
Mr. Rosensaft said the memorial had 

been "desecrated" by the visit of 
President Reagan and West Germa
ny's Chancellor, Helmut Kohl. 

"Never, until today, has anyone 
dared to prevent survivors and chil
dren of survivors from standing beside 
these mass graves and this monu
ment," Mr. Rosensaft told a gathering 
at the squat, gray memorial to the 
more than 50,000 people who died in the 
camp, "while two politicians violate 
their sanctity and every principle of de
cency by coming here on their way to 
honoring the memory of the SS. " 

Mr. Rosensaft, the founding chair
man of the International Network of 
Children of Jewish Holocaust Survi
vors was born at Bergen-Belsen in 
1947,' when it served as a camp for dis
pladed persons. 

Camp Is Sealed Off 
Hundreds of West German police

men, with American Secret Service 
agents at their side, sealed off the 
camp for all but the 400 or so invited 
guests while President Reagan and _Mr. 
Kohl visited the memorial and laid a 
wreath to its dead . 

"Here lie people - Jews - whose 
death was inflicted for no reason other 
than their very existence," Mr. Rea
gan said in his address . 

Chancellor Kohl, in his brief re
marks said, "We bow in sorrow before 
the victims of murder and genocide.'' 

Kohl Remarks 
-At Camp Site 

BERGEN, West Gennany, 
May 5 (AP)- Following, in of
ficial translation, is the text of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's re
marks today during the visit by 
Mr. Kohl and President Rea
gan to the site of the Bergen
Belsen concentration camp: 

Mr. President, you have 
come here to pay homage to the 
victims of National Socialist 
tyranny. Bergen-Belsen was a 
place of unimaginable atroci
ties; it was only one of the 
many sites testifying to a de
monic will to destroy. 

At a ceremony here two 
weeks ago I, in my capacity as 
Chancellor of the Federal Re
public of Germany, professed 
our historical responsibility. 

You, Mr. President, repre
sent a country which played a 
decisive part in liberating Eu
rope and ultimately the Ger
mans, too, from Hitler's tyr
anny. We Germans reverently 
commemorate the soldiers of 
your nation who lost their lives 
in that act of liberation. 

We bow in sorrow before the 
victims of murder and gen~ 
cide. 

The supreme goal of our 
political efforts is to render im
possible any repetition of that 
systematic destruction of 
human life and dignity. With 
their partners and friends, the 
Americans and Germans 
therefore stand together as 
allies in the community of 
shared values and in the de
fense alliance in order to safe
guard man's absolute and in
violable dignity in conditions of 
freedom and peace. 

of President Reagan's decision to go 
from the camp to the Bitburg ceme
tery, where SS soldiers are buried. 

On Saturday night, West German po
licemen removed a group of about a 
dozen Jews from the camp's document 
center, where they intended to remain 
to protest the President's visit. At 5 
A.M. today, the West German police 
carried off about 35 French Jews, some 
of them former camp inmates, who 
refused to leave the parking lot where 
Mr. Reagan's -helicopter later landed. 

United States Secret Service agents 
were with the West German police pa
trols that blocked two forest roads lead
ing to the · camp memorial. 

The roadblocks infuriated Jewish 
leaders, like Rabbi Avraham Weiss of 
the Hebrew Institute of Riverdal~ . the 
Bronx, who accused the White House of 
having ordered the West German po
lice to seal the camp and bar Jews from 
protesting. -

'They Cannot Do Both' 
" Speaking later by the camp memori

al, Mr. Rosensaft said of the President 
and Chancellor Kohl : "Today, we say 
to them that they can either honor the 
memory of the victims of Belsen, or 
they can honor the SS. They cannot do 
both." 

The absence of Jews at Mr. Reagan's 
service troubled some offical guests, 
like Friedrich Wobbeking, Belsen's vil
lage pastor, who expressed "distress" 
and said he had considered staying 
away. By contrast, Norbert Bltim, 
Bonn's Minister for Social Affairs , ap
proved the removal of the protesters. 
"Quiet is important," he said. "Dignity 
must prevail. " 

One who remembered less-dignified 
times was Dimitri Pluchator, 71 years 
old, a Galician Jew and survixor of 
Auschwitz, Birkenau and Bergen-Bel
sen who said he had visited the me
morial almost every Sunday since Brit
ish soldiers liberated him and other 
survivors in April 1945. 

"For 14 days we wandere-1 through 
here, stepping over corpses like wood 
in the forest, " he said. "And now, I can
not enter, though I come every Sun
day." 

Jewish leaders in the United States, Wrapped in a trench_ coat against a 
Israel and elsewhere refused to send chill wind, he shook his head and re
representatives to the service because peated, "Sad, sad." 
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Reagan's _de~ration • • • 
Minutes after President Reagan ·s helicop

ter had lifted him out of Bergen-Belsen, about 
50 people were allowed to enter the grounds. 
They were survivors of the death camps and 
the children of survivors. While Reagan and 

. Chancellor Helmut Kohl were making their 
visit and giving their speeches, the unofficial 
delegation had been kept out of sight of the 
cameras. • -

When they were finally permitted to visit 
the place where their mothers. fathers, sisters 

T. and brothers had perished, they had to recon
cile the past and the present, the old memories 
of corpses strewing the earth and the new ex
perience of having the White House staff pre-

'
0 vent them from praying for their murdered 

' ' families in the presence of the President. 
MeriaJ:hem Rosensaft, chairman of the In

ternational Network of Children of Jewish Ho-
~:1.ocaust Sµrviyors, spoke to the small cluster of 

mourners. He said:,,"Never. until today, has 
_anyone dared to prevent survivors and chil
dren of survivor~ from standing beside these 
_mass graves and this monument, while two 
politic;ians violate their sanctity and every 

. sprinciple of decency by coming here on their 
way to honoring the memory of the SS." 

If R~gan and Kohl spoke for their govern
n1ents and were motivated by the cold calcula- . 

'tions of politic~. then Rosensaft was speaking 
• for all the men

1 
women and children who were 

'shot or starved or gassed by the Nazis. 
_' Rosensaft said that the visit to Bitburg by 
·'Reagan and Kohl was "a desecration of the six 
million 1:iead." He was right; it was a desecra-
,tion. .. 

Kalman Sultanik, a survivor of the Belsen 

camp and now vice president of the World 
Jewish Congress, expressed the hope that 
Reagan would "correct his repugnant com
parison of Nazi murderers with the'ir victims." 
He was right: it was a repugnant comparison. 

Serge Klarsfeld, who tracked down Klaus 
Barbie, the Nazi official responsible for tortur
ing and murdering French Resistance fighters 
and for deporting Jewish children to the con
centration camps, took exception to Reagan's 
saying that one man - Hitler - was responsi
ble for murdering millions of Jews, Poles, 
Czechs. Russians, Gypsies. homosexuals. so
cialists. Christians and democrats. He was 
right: the Holocaust was not the crime of one 
man. 

Reagan in Germany spoke about reconcili
ation and remembrance, and he concluded his 
talk at Bergen-Belsen with the reverberating 
phrase, "Never again.'' The people who have 
his ear should now try to make him under
stand the difference between reconciliation 
with killers and reconciliation with the vic
tims. 

They should remind him of the.shameful 
behavior of US officials who (urned Jewish 
refugees away from sanctuary in America 
after the truth was known about the Final So
lution. They should tell •him_ about the Nazi 
criminals who went on the payroll of the US 
government after the war - for reasons of 
state. 

Someone should. tell him that he excluded 
the blacks of South Africa and the Indians of 
Guatemala from his list of people suffering to
day from the scourge of "totalitarianism." He 
should know that Hitler is still not alone. 
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A day of tears and bitterness 
BELSEN - In a sea orteara 
and anguish, Jews from the 
world over converged on the 
Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp yesterday. 

Thousands streamed Into 
Belsen, where 50,000 Jewa died 
during World War II. 

They were proteatlng Preal• 
dent Reagan's trip later ln the 
day to the Bitburg cemetery 
where •9 SS men are burled. 

Fifty chlldren of Holocauat 

By POER 
MOSES 

In Behen, 
W.Germany 

aurvlvora who came to pray 
and expreaa their outrage 
made up the largest and moat 
vocal contingent. 

"There la no excuae for the 
Bltburc vlalt," a&ld Mena-

chem Rosensaft, the leader of 
the International Network of 
<;:!hlldren of Jewlah Holocaust 
Survivors. 

"It la a desecration of the 6 
mllllon dead and to all of us 
that he has gone there. We 

• must morally, spiritually and 
ethically oppose him." 

Roaenaaft, 37, was born at 
Bergen-Belsen after it became · 
a Displaced Persona' camp 
following the war. 

Both his · parents - who are 
camp survivors - have test!• 
fled in Germany against ac
cused Nazi killers, and were in
strumental in the creation of the 
Jewish Memorial at Belsen. 

The British liberated the 
camp on April 1~, 19•~. and 
found thousands of bodies 
piled on top of one another. 

For sanitary rea.sons, the 
British used bulldozers to bury 
the bodies in maBS graves. One 

month later, the British ordered 
all -camp bulldinga razed be
cause of dlseaae. 

Today, Bergen-Belsen Is 
stark. The only objects break• 
ing the horizon are the grass• • 
covered mounds that hide the 
thousands of anonymous Jews 
who perished here. 

There also are monuments 
to the butchered thousands. 

When RosenJJalt's group ar
Continued 0 11 Page 22 



A TASTE OF FEAR 
ON BUS TO HELL 

By PETER MOSES 
N. Y. Post 001TI38f)ondent 

BELSEN - I rode on 
the bus from Hannover 
to Bergen-Belsen yes• 
terday with 60 people 
whoae lives have been 
fore-ver scarred by the 
Holocaust. 

They are members of 
the International Net- , 
work of Children of Jew
lah Holocaust Survivors, 
and almost all of them 
had parents who went 
through the inferno that 
wu Bergen-Belsen. 

At 11 a.m. a police es
cort took us from the 
hotel for the hour-and• 
a-half long journey to 
the camp, and from the 
moment the bus was 
boarded lt was obvious 
ti.at tensions were high. 

"A German police es
cort," one rider observed. 

"l hope we are ·not being 
taken for a ride." 

Menachem Rosensaft, 
the group's chair.man. 
laid out the ground rules 
and listed the itinerary. 

"We have a chance to 
make history, to help 
right the wrong of Rea• 
gan's trip to Bllburg," 
he said. 

Half way up to Ber
gen-Belsen the passen
gers murmured with 
the realization that they 

were traveling the same 
route as those who per
ished in the camps. 

"This is what we saw," 
said Henry Friedlander, 
M, of New York, who 
survived death marches 
and the camps to be
come a historian and 
professor at Brooklyn 
College. 

"Only then the road . 
was filled with defeated 
German soldiers and 
refugees seeking a place 
to stop." 

Jack Eisner, another 
Bergen-Belsen survivor, 
recounted his story. 

"When we were in 
' Ea11tern Europe, we al
ways dreamed of es
cape/' he said. 

"But , not In Germany. 
To us, Germany was one 
big concentration camp." 

In the back of the bus 

sat George Horney, 29, 
of Frankfurt. 

"We are the first Jews 
in aimoet 35 years to 
celebrate Shabbot In 
Belsen," "he said. 

The mood in the bus 
became anxious agaln 
when we were forced to 
wait on the side of the 
road just • two miles 
from the camp. 

We were then ushered 
lnto the camp put ~er 
demoruitrators and curl'
ous bystanders. 

"We are on Berren-
Belsen • soil," said 
Rosensaft aoftly, 
minutes later. 

"Remember who we 
are and remain _ digni
fied. This ls holy;sacred 
ground. We are here to 
honor the memory of 
our brothers In the 
mass graves." 

Belsen: day of _ tears & bitterness 
Continued from Page 3 

rived at the Jewish memorial, 
they sang Ani Ma'amin (I Be· 
lleve), the same aong mllllons 
sang -. they were led Into gas 
chambers. 

Earlier yesterday, the contln· 
gent was denied admission to 
the camp while the President 
WU on the grounda. 

Rosensatt eaid Reagan's~ _ 

gave the orders to prevent them 
from confronting the President 
during the ceremony. 

"Who Is he to deny us the 
right to pray for our fallen 
brothers?" Rosensaft asked 
rhetorically. 

"He.had no right to bar us." 
Before departing, the group 

solemnly said the Kaddish 
(mourners' prayer) for the 6 
million dead Jews. 

"Pre!lldent Reagan did for 
one hour wha_t has not been 
done In •o years," said Kai• 
man Sultanlk, the president of 
the World Jewish Congress. 

"He made Bergen-Belsen 
Judenfrei(free of Jewsr• 
• In other protests at Bergen• 
Belsen, five Jews from San 
Francisco managed to elude 
the heavy security and ,:et 
within !IO feet of Reagan as he 

left his helicopter. miles from the camp, and po-
"We told him that according lice went through the vast 

to his deflnltloh, Adolf Hitler woods foot-by-foot looking for 
was a victim, too," Rabbi possible snipers ~nd terror-
Mordechai Rlndenow said. • lsts. None was found. 

Thirty-five French Jews, .. . 
who followed a line of llrnou- Let II hope we learn and 
alnes to the camp, got to never forf.el what this place 
within ir half-mlle of Bergen- stands for, said Rosensaft. 
Belsen, only to be stopped by "This Is sacred land, a holy 
mounted police. place. Politics and Bergen-Bel-

Boads were blocked for five sen must never mix again." 



FRIDAY, MAY 10, 1985 

Philip Geyelin 

Off-Camera at Bergen-Belsen 
It was mid-morning on Saturday, 

May 4. In two hours, Sen. Daniel Pa
trick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) was due to 
deliver a Democratic Party response 
to Ronald Reagan's weekly radio talk. 
Suddenly, there came an urgent call 
for help from a New York City constit
uent who happened to be in Hanover, 
West Germany. So shocked was the 
senator by what he heard that he 
threw away his script (on Social Se
curity) and instead delivered an impas
sioned plea to the president "or to any 
of his staff' who might be listening: 

"Please, won't you reconsider? It is 
not like you. It is not like us." 

That was the day before Reagan's 
Sunday visit to the site of the Bergen
Belsen Nazi death camp, by way of off
setting his stop at the German war 
cemetery at Bitburg. But Moynihan, 
even though he thought Bitburg was 
"bad enough," knew well that it was 
_too late to do anything about it. What 
_the senator wanted the president to 
"reconsider" was something : else; 
something that could still have been 
stopped; something so "incredible," 
the senator told his radio listeners, 
that "the mind cracks, the heart 
breaks . .. we must not let the world 
see this happen." 

See·what happen? . 
The story begins with an organization 

called the International Network of .Chil
dren -~f Jewish Holocaust Survivors. Its 

. founding chairman is a 37-yeat-old New 
York attorney, Menachem Z. Rosensaft. 
Bergen-Belsen has a particular reS<>
nance to Rosensaft: he was born in the 
town of that name three years after his 
parents were liberated from the death 
camp of that n~ in 1945. • 

He and 50 other children of Holo
ca1,1st survivors, and a handful of survi
vors, were moved to approach the 
West German consul general in New 
York City for permission to stage a 
peaceful, nonviolent protest at the 
death camp gates when Reagan ar
rived. It was not the president's visit 
to Bergen-Belsen as such that out
raged Rosensaft. It was the visit as an 
afterthought-as an antidote to Bit
burg. 

As Moynihan told it on the radio, 
and as Rosensa.ft elaborated in a tele
phone interview, the West German au
thorities were "very sympathetic." A 
recommendation was relayed to Bonn 
that the delegation "be accommodat
ed.'! When the group arrived in Han
over, local German authorities were 
also "very responsive." 

But then the stunning word came 
back: the West Germans were not in 
charge; security regulations for "non
Germans" were wholly in the hands of 
the "Bonn White House." And the 
·presidential entourage had decreed 
that the Americans could get no closer 
than one kilometer (more than half
a-mile) to the gates of the Bergen-Bel
sen camp until the president had been 
:whisked away, , 

R<>&ensaft made four calls to the em
bassy in Bonn, trying to reach the White 
House authorities. Four times he was 
told "someone would call me back." Ne>
body did. Hence his eleventh-hour ap
peal on Saturday morning-to Moynihan, 
who quickly reached the State Depart
ment's • man for human rights, Elliott 
Abrams, only to be told that not even an 
assistant secretary of state could get 
thrQUgh to the "Bonn White House," 

And so on Sunday, it was not until 
minutes after Reagan and his travel
ing press corps had departed that 
Rosensaft and the rest of the delega
tion made it to the death-camp site at 
Bergen-Belsen with the help of a local 
West German police escort. For all 
their long journey, during the mo
ments that mattered, they were off
camera, out of sight, out of 
mind. 

The writ of the First Amendment 
guaranteeing "the right of the people 
peaceably to asssemble" did not run to 
Bergen-Belsen-by American, not 
West German, decree. 

That's partly what Rosensaft has in 
mind when he says it was "a night
mare for us." As he sees it, the "Bonn 
White House" had accomplished at the 
gates of a former Nazi death camp in 
West Germany what the Washington 
White House couldn't have accom
plished in front of its own !{ates in the 
United States. 

Thus, in its small way, this episode 
explains how what should have been a 
moving ceremonial occasion was 
transformed into a needless trauma. It 
speaks to the arrogance of ham
handed game-playing with symbols, 
si_gnals and camera angles in search of 
the mix and the balance that would 
somehow set everything right. 

It speaks, as well, to a triumph of 
first reflexes over first principles-of 
the instinct to protect the presidential 
image at the expense of the very 
values the president made so much of 
in his various European preachments 
on freedom and democracy, genocide 
and tyranny. 
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German Police Persuade Jews 
to Give Up Bergen-Belsen Vigil 

By TYLER MARSHALL, Times Staff Writer 

BONN -After 10 hours of tense 
negotiations, West German police 
late· Saturday persuaded a group of 
Jewish worshipers to leave ihe 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
memorial before President Rea
gan's trip there today. 

Meanwhile, a second group of 40 
relatives of Holocaust survivors, 
who were spending the night 25 
miles· away, asserted that the 
White House has prevented their 
presence at the memorial during 
the presidential stop. 

Both groups, composed largely of 
Americans, have said they wanted 
to protest Reagan's trip to a Ger
man military cemetery, also 
planned for today. . 

Police officials at the town of 
Celle, 15 miles east of the camp 
memorial, said they led the group 
of 18 Jews from the Bergen-Belsen 
grounds "as politely as possible." 

"We did it with as much sensi
tivity as we can," said Wilfred 
Papst, Celle police spokesman. 

Force Would Have Been Used 
Papst said that the group, led by 

Rabbi A vi Weiss of New York City, 
was allowed. into the memorial to 
celebrate the Jewish Sabbath on 
condition it leave at noon Saturday. 
If police had failed to convince the 
group to leave the camp memorial 
by early today, they would have 
been forced to carry members out. 

While clearing an area before a 
presidential visit is considered rou
tine and necessary for security 
purposes, the encounter between 
West German police and Jews at 
the camp memorial added more 
tension to Reagan's controversial 
trip. 

Jewish and gypsy organizations 
formally invited to Bergen-Belsen 
during Reagan's stopover said Fri
day that they would not attend. 

The Bergen-Belsen stop was 
added to Reagan's itinerary in an 
unsuccessful attempt to quell the 
uproar that erupted after plans for 
his visit to the German war ceme
tery at Bitburg were announced. 

Among the Bitburg cemetery's 
1,881 graves of World War II 
German war dead are 49 of soldiers 
from the Waffen SS, or combat 
arm, of Adolf Hitler's SS elite force. 

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, spokes
man for the second group attempt
ing to be present at the presidential 
visit to Bergen-Belsen, the Inter
national Net work of Children of the 
Jewish Holocaust, said that it had 
decided against any confrontation 
with the police. 

"We didn't want to desecrate the 
memory of the dead or violate the 
sanctity of the · graves," he said. 
There are 12 mass graves in the 
forest clearing where the camp 
once stood. 

Rosensaft, who was born in Ber
gen-Belsen, said that he had been 
informed by West German authori
ties that the group's request · to 
conduct a protest during Reagan's 
55-minute visit to the memorial 
had been blocked by the White 
Houee. 

Reagan is scheduled to give a 
speech at the memorial before 
flying on to Bitburg, 60 miles 
southwest of Bonn. 

"It was vetoed by the Bonn 
White House,' Rosensaft said, re
ferring to the President's traveling 
staff. 

Police spokesman Papst con-

firmed that the refusal for permis
sion to carry out the protest "was 
made at the political level, from the 
American side." 

No one from the White House 
staff was available for comment 
late Saturday. However, in the 
past, U.S. officials have declined to 
comment on any matter related to 
presidential security. 

Rosensaft said that his group, 
mostly children of Holocaust survi
vors, had wanted to hold "a peace
ful protest, a non-destructive ral
ly" at the site. 

"We were ready to submit to any 
and all security requirements," he 
said. "If the President did not want 
to be confronted, we would have 
stood 50,100 or 200 yards away. We 
felt we had a right to be there. Our 
families died there. 

"We want to protest the rehabil
itation of the SS by tf>resident 
Reagan," he added. 

Calls Unanswered 
Rosensaft said that he made four 

telephone calls to the U.S. Embassy 
in Bonn last week, seeking permis
sion to stand at the gates to the 
memorial while Reagan was there, 
but that none of his calls was 
returned. • 

West German police officials said 
that the group will be permitted to 
conduct its protest, but only after 
Reagan has left the area. 

Rosensaft said the protest 
"would be vocal," consisting of a 
religious ceremony and a speech. 

In Washington, Sen. Daniel Pat
rick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) accused 
the Reagan White House of pres
suring the West German govern -
ment into keeping Rosensaft's 
group from demonstrating outside 
the Bergen-Belsen camp while the 
President is there. 

"Their purpose . . . was to make 
a statement through nonviolent 
demonstration. They intended no 
embarrassment to the President. 
They were exercising a right guar
anteed them in the First Amend
ment to the Constitution," Moyni
han said as he delivered his party's 
response to Reagan's weekly radio 
broadcast, which Saturday origi
nated from Bonn. 
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SPECIAL INTERVlFvV 
A SPECIAL HOMECOMING 
By Kevin Freeman 

NFvV YORK, May 8 (JTA) -- For Stephen 
Tencer, his return last weekend to the site of the 
concentration camp at Bergen-Belsen that after 
liberation 40 years ago by the al lied forces served 
as his home fer three years as a displaced persons 
camp, "was a very important homecoming for me. 11 

''It was bad enough to go to Bergen-Belsen under 
any circumstances then to go in this circumstance-
of trying to rectify a horror that was done to those 
who are buried there, 11 said Tencer, chairman of 
the Second Generation Council of New Jersey. 

The horror, according to Tencer and a delega
tion of 51 other American membersof the Internat
ional Network of Children of Jewish Holocaust Sur · 
vivers, was President Reagan's visit to the site of . 
the death camp at which thousands of men, ~omen 
and children were slaughtered, followed by h1 s 
visit to the German military cemetery at Bitburg 
where some 50 SS soldiers are buried among the 
2,000 war dead. 

• Cites A More Personal Mission 

In an interview with the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency, Tencer also said he had another, more 
personal mission, besides participating in a protest 
at Bergen-Belsen. 11 1 also had this personal mission 
I was on which I guess I didn't think much about, 
and that was going back to my hometown, 11 Tencer 
said. 

It was his first visit to West Germany and the 
hospital in Celle where he was born. Celle is 
located outside Bergen-Belsen's former displaced 
persons camp that he called home. The site o~ t:f1e 
former DP camp is now used as a base for a British 
military unit attached to NATO. 

In Celle however, where he visited briefly , d II • with a friend, he said he foun a negative 
reaction" to the controversy that surrounded 
Reagan's visit to the military cemetery Sunday, 
a visit that drew intense outrage for weeks from 
Jewish groups, war veterans and the Congress. 

111 don't know whether you could say it was 
a small town mentality, anti-Americanism or anti
Semitism, 11 Tencer said. He recalled that one 
hotel owner informed him that there were only two 
11good 11 American Presidents -- John Kennedy for hi 

11lch bin ein Berliner" speech at the Berlin Wall, 
and President Reagan for his visit to Bitburg. 

Joining Tencer in the JTA interview_were three 
other members of the Network who just returned 
from West Germany: Menachem Rosensaft, founding 
chairman of the International Network cf Children 

.Jev.;sh t-blocaust 5.Jr-..ivors;Eva Fogelman, chairperson 
of the Network 1s psycho-social committee; and 
Jerzy Warman, the Network 's president. 

Each participated in the ceremony at Bergen
Belsen, which began some 20 minutes after Reagan 
and West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl left 
the site. They had requested from the Bonn govern-

ment permission to protest at the gates of the site of 
Bergen-Belsen, but, according to Rosensaft, were re-
fused permission to demonstrate, just a day before . 
Reagan's visit, by the United States personnel responsi
ble for security arrangements. 

"The President of the United States, 11 Rosensaft 
declared in the interview, 11was able to accomplish in 
Germany what he could never have accomplished in 
the United States -- to prevent an orderly, peaceful 
protest against the visit. 11 

After the President left the camp site, the delega
tion entered it to say Kaddish, and to 11reconsecrate 11 

the mass graves of thousands of victims of the Holocaust 
who are buried there. 11What we mean by reconsecra
tion is not that we have any religious authority to confer 
holiness on one place or another, 11 Warman explained. 

11 But rather by a symbolic statement that although 
what ha~pened, happened, we stil I want to assure 
survivors ..• that the memory of the victims __ hat lie 
buried there wi II be preserved. 11 

'Collective Memory Needs To Be Developed' 
All four indicated that they had no prob_lem with 

efforts at U. S.-German reconciliation, the stated pur
pose of Reagan's visit to Bitburg. But as Fogelman 
stressed "We felt that the message of reconciliation 
that Re;gan was giving is not the message of reconci lia
tion that we as children of survivors and Jews want the 
Germans to know. 11 

"We feel that the act of reconciliation needs to 
include both memory and commemoration, 11 Fogelman 
said. 11A collective memory needs to be developed of 
what had happened and the message that Reagan is giv
ing people is that, in fact, there is no difference . 
between the victims and the perpetrators. 11 

Rosensaft, an outs~ken critic of Rea_gan's Bi.tburg 
cemetery visit where he_laid a wreath during a brief 
ceremony, saidh 11We support and are in favor of recon
ciliation with t e Germany of the past 40 years mean
ing the Germany that has tried to cr:°te a new ima~e 
for itself and to reject all of the attributes of the Third 
Reich. We will not accept any reconciliation wit~. 
Nazism and we will not accept any type of rehabilita
tion of the SS. 

"This is the first time in 40 years that an event 
took place at Bergen-Belsen in opposition to the wishes 
of the entire Jewish community, 11 he added. 11You had 
the travesty of a religious ceremony at Bergen-Belsen 
in which only priests and ministers -- Christians -
spoke in the name of the Trinity at a cemetery and at 
mass graves which are more than 90 percent Jewish. 
This was an absolute and utter desecration. 11 

Concern Over Public Opinion Polls 
The four children of Jewish Holocaust survivors 

expressed some concern over public opinion polls con
ducted before the Bitburg visit which indicated that 
a slim majority of Americans disapprov_ed o~ t~e c4:me
tery visit. Warman attributed the public opinion view 
to the power of the White House to 11ma~age events" 
and diffuse controversy. (A New York Times/CBS News 
poll taken Monday showed the American public equally 
divided over Reagan's Bitburg visit. See separate story.) 
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Tencer viewed the public opinion split on the 
Bitburg visit as a result of general American support 
for the actions of the President. On the other hand, 
he said he attributed the results of the opinion poll 
to the lack of knowledge among most Americans 
of the events of World War II, and particularly the 
Holocaust. 

Fogelman suggested that despite the poll's re
su Its, there was exhibited among the many who~
posed the Bitburg visit a strong consensus against 1t 
and that group made their voices heard in the medi~ 
and among the genera I public. Rosensoft added that 
he felt many Americans were not concerned about 
the Bi tburg visit. 

Overall, however, all four of those interviewed 
expressed the view that some good may come from 
the controversy -- perhaps as Fogelman suggested 
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an increase in Holocaust education and a general'· 
awareness of the plight of Jews under the Nazis. 

Protestors at Belse 
respond with anger, prayer 

By WALTER RUBY 
BERGEN-BELSEN-Even with 

the prominence of Israel in the news 
over the last decade, it is still relative
ly rare for much of the world to 

• focus its attention on the unfolding 
of a genuine Jewish psychodrama. 
The agitation over President 
Reagan's itinerary in Germany, 
which reached its denoument here 
and at the Bitburg cemetery on May 
5, placed in sharp focus many of the 
contradictions within . the Jewish 
world, as well as brtween Jews and 
the gentile world beyond . 

One of the most evident splits 
revealed at Bergen-Belsen was be
tween diaspora Jewry and Israel. 
While several hundred Jews of 
various affiliations demonstrated 
against the visit of Reagan and West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
behind police barricades half a 
kilometer from the entrance of 
Bergen-Belsen, and while the Ger
man Jewish community boycotted 
Reagan's speech despite an official 
invitation from the German govern
ment to community leaders, Israeli 
Ambassador Yitsha.k Ben-Ari was 
one of the 200 dignitaries who sat ir 
chairs before the obelisk memorial tc, 
the murdered of Bergen-Belsen and 
listened to Reagan's · remarks. 

Asked by this reporter why he at
tended an event which was boycot
ted by the entire German Jewish 
community and described as a 
"desecration" by almost tlle entire 
leadership of American Jewry, Ben
Ari responded, "With all due 
respect, the decision of a Jewish 
community cannot be the same as a 
state. Israel has other interests and 
obligations."· 

Ben-Ari added, "Don't forget, it 
was the American Jewish communi
ty that demanded that Reagan go to 
a concentration camp . .. I believe 
Reagan's visit to Bitburg was a 
mistake and I said so publicly. But 
I believe the decision of the President 
to come to Bergen-Belsen was cor
rect and there was nothing here that 
ought to have hindered anyone from 
attending. If the ambassador of 
Israel had not come, it would not 
have been understood by many of 
the people involved-including 
Chancellor Kohl and President 

Reagan." 
Studei,t Leader Angered 

David Makovsky, president of the 
World Union of Jewish Students 
who led 600 Jewish students in ~ 
demonstration in Bitburg against 
Reagan's visit there, said of Ben-Ari, 
"I was very angry and upset to learn 
that the Israeli ambassador attend
ed the ceremony at Belsen. It seem
ed to fly in the face of everything the 
international Jewish community had 
been trying to accomplish." 

However, Menachem Rosensaft, 
founding chairman of the Interna
tional Network of Children of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors, who led 
the largest Jewish delegation at 
Bergen-Belsen, would say only, "I 
would rather doubt that the am
bassador got much nachas from this 
event, so I do not want to make his 
day any worse." 

The style of the various Jewish 
groups protesting the Reagan visit 
varied from the Gush Emunim style 
activism of Rabbi Avi Weiss and a 
small group of followers, who 
followed up their sit-in at the 
museum Saturday with a demonstra
tion behind police lines outside 
Belsen, to the less confrontational 
style of the children of the survivors 
group. 

The survivors group negotiated an 
agreement with German authorities 
to be provided with a police escort 
to bring them to a special ceremony 
at the' Jewish monument' inside the 
gates of Belsen about 15 minutes 
after the departure of Reagan and 
Kohl and before other groups were 
allowed to enter the Bergen-Belsen 
grounds. 

With reporters gathered round, 
Rosensaft stood beside the memorial 
built and maintained for many years 
by his father Yosef, himself a Belsen 
survivor, and spoke in a style that 
was at once dignified and 
impassioned. 

According to Rosensaft, "I speak 

today on behalf of all of those who 
are buried here in these mass graves , 
whose memory has been desecrated 
by the President of the U.S. and the 
Chancellor of Germany." 

Terming the Reagan visits to 
Bergen-Belsen an<l Bitburg "a 
grotesque package deal," Rosensaft 
stated, "Never until today has 
anyone dared to prevent survivors 
and children of survivors from stan
ding beside these m·ass graves and 
this monument , while two politicians 
violate their sanctity and every prin
ciple of decency by coming here on 
their way to honoring the memory of 
the dead SS." 

***** 
Heating Process 

In the end, as German and Jewish 
protestors left Bergen-Belsen, there 
was a feeling that few of the divisions 
that had marked the day had been 

appreciably lessened . Nevertheless, 
there appeared to be a subtle heal
ing process beginning to work almost 
in spite of itself. Certainly among the 
Jewish protestors, despite the sharp 
political and cultural differences 
separating many, there was a 
palpable sense of shared satisfaction 
for having followed a moral im
perative to the end and having 
appe'!red-de~r,it.e .,.verything-;i t 
one of the most notorious Nazi death 
camps. 

According to Mike Kornblitt of 
Washington, D.C., a leader of the 
children of the survivors group, "On 
a personal level, it was terribly im
portant for me to be at Bergen
Belsen on behalf of my parents, and 
to let my parents and all of the sur
vivors know that despite the debacle 
with Reagan, there are some who 
cared and who were willing to come 
even here to express their f~elings . 
We haven't forgotten and we never 
will." 

Kornblitt added, "I would come 
back tomorrow to protect the sanc
tity of the mass graves of Bergen
Belsen." D 
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MINORITY LEADER 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Amer. Hebrew Congreg. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

May 16, 1984 

I'm sorry you were not able to attend the first meeting of the Advisory 
Board for the New York Statrlfolocaus: Memorial Resource Center/Exhibit. You 
missed a productive and suc~sMJ!i.eef±ng. -

As we went around the table and introduced ourselves, I was moved 
and impressed by the backgrounds of those members who were present. I 
know that other members who could not be with us also have backgrounds which 
will enhance the Advisory Board and the project. 

The three highlights of the meeting were: 1) announcement of the dis
covery of Nuremberg Tribunal documents in the basement of the New York State 
Library; 2) discussion of the Oswego refugee camp as a feature of th~ perma
nent Holocaust Exhibit now being planned for the New York State Museum; and 3) 
unveiling of a bronze sculpture by artist Hy Rosen, which will be part of the 
museum exhibit. 

It will probably be some six months before we reconvene the Advisory 
Board. In the interim, please continue to give us your input by contacting 
my Advisory Board Coordinator, Rochelle Saidel, at my New York Office, 270 
Broadway - Suite 1812, New York, New York 10007. The phone number is (212) 
587-5531. 

We would be especially interested in obtaining artifacts and memora
bilia for the resource center and exhibit, and welcome your ideas on sources. 

I am enclosing some informational materials. If you wish, please feel 
free to use the press release locally, by adding an opening paragraph that 
states you have been appointed to the Advisory Board. After adding the in
formation about yourself, you can send the revised release to your local 
newspaper(s). 

I look forward to working with you. 

MO:cmm 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Manfred Ohrenstein 
Chairman 
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news for 
release: 

I MMEDIATE: 

May 15, 
1984 

Timothy Taylor 
Press Secretary 

(212) 587-5547 
(518) 455-2721 

MANFRED 
OHRENSTEIN 
State Senate Minority Leader 

CONTACT: Rochelle Saidel 
(518)455-2951 
(212)587-5531 

NUREMBERG DOCUMENTS AND OSWEGO CAMP DISCUSSED AT FIRST 

MEETING OF NEW YORK STATE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL ADVISORY BOARD 

ALBANY The discovery of 144 crates of documents from 

the Nuremberg Tribunals on Nazi war criminals, now stored in 

the basement of the New York State Cultural Education Center, 

was announced here this month by New York State Senate ~ emocratic ... 
Leader Manfred Ohrenstein at the first meeting of the advisory 

board of the New York State Holocaust Memorial Resource 

Center/Exhibit. 

Some 50 Holocaust survivors, professors, teachers, and 

other concerned citizens from throughout the State~ who have 

been appointed to the advisory board by its Chairman, Senator 

Ohrenstein, met to discuss the disposition of the Nuremberg 

documents, progress to date, and proposed plans for the exhibit 

and resource center. Elie Wiesel is Honorary Chairman of the 

advisory board. 

Based on recommendations by a Library of Congress National 

Archives expert, the New York State Department of Education will 

determine how best to preserve and use the Nuremberg materials. 

Preliminary investigations have established that the documents 

are one of some 20 mimeographed sets now housed in libraries, 

documentation centers and universities in America and Europe, 

Martin Sullivan, the State Education Department's Assistant 

told the advisory board. 

The Albany documents consist of 12 trial transcripts of 

major war criminals. Included are minutes books, official 

court files, order and judgment books, clemency petitions, 

prosecution and defense exhibits, and prosecution and defense 

- more -



documents books. A thorough examination of the documents has been 

requested by the State Library and Senator Ohrenstein. 

"Both as an attorney and as a . refugee from Nazi Germany, I 

2 

was extremely excited to learn of the existence here of a set of 

Nuremberg documents," Senator Ohrenstein said. "I hope that further 

examination will result in the recommendation that they become the 

cornerstone of our New York State Holocaust Memorial Resource Center." 

Advisory board member Professor Abraham Karp, a professor 

of Jewish studies at the University of Rochester and a past president 

of the American Jewish Historical Society, discussed Fort Ontario, 

the displaced persons camp that was located in Oswego, New York. 

During World War II, this was the only refugee camp in America·~ 

that sheltered victims of the Holocaust. The Oswego site and 

experience will be a focal point of the Holocaust exhibit in the 

New York State Museum, Senator Ohrenstein said. 

~A bronze sculpture commissioned and created by Albany artist 

Hy Rosen was unveiled by the artist at the May 2nd meeting and 

presented to Senator Ohrenstein for the Holocaust exhibit in the 

State Museum. The two foot high sculpture is based on the photo 

of a small boy in the Warsaw ghetto, with hands raised and an SS gun 

pointed at his back. 

The Legislature has appropriated $90,000, at Senator Ohrenstein's 

request, with which to launch the New York State Holocaust project. 

Individuals are also contributing seed money through the Greater 

Albany Jewish Federation. Working with the Federation, the New 

York State Department of Education will be responsible for the exhibit 

and resource center. Both the exhibit and resource center will 

enhance the new Holocaust studies program that the Education Department 

has launched in secondary schools. 
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NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM 

Holocaust Resource Center 
and 

Permanent Exhibit 

in the 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 

The New York State Holocaust Resource 
Center/ Exhibit project was created by the New 
York State Education Department in conjunc
tion with the Greater Albany Jewish Federation, 
through a legislative grant sponsored by NYS 
Senate Minority Leader Manfred Ohrenstein. 

The Center was established to help bring to 
the public knowledge of the destruction of three
quarters of European Jewry and millions of 
other innocent victims by the Nazis and their 
collaborators during World War II. While the 
subject of the Holocaust continues to raise 
more questions than it answers, the Resource 
Center can help to erase the ignorance that leads 
to prejudice against any group in any place at 
any time. 

What? The New York State Holocaust Re
source Center / Exhibit was established 
for the purpose of providing research 
materials in the form of books, video
tapes, records, art, speakers and 
curricula. 

For 
Whom? Schools, groups and individuals inter

ested in finding out about the Holocaust 
and related topics may visit the Center 
and use its materials. Some materials 
will be available for loan on request. 

Where? The Resource Center is located in the 
NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM, 
Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York. 

When? The Permanent Exhibit will share the 
same hours as the State Museum exhi
bit area which are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily. Resource Center visits are by 
appointment. 

Why? Philosopher George Santayana answers 
this question simply: 

''Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.'' 

The raging madness of the Holocaust era 
demands that we understand the social, religious, 
economic, political and human behavioral causes 
that led to Nazi occupied Europe. There are no 
easy answers for the annihilation of any group, 
but the questions raised by the Holocaust are 
universal subjects of urgency for all humanity. 

PERMANENT EXHIBIT 

The permanent exhibit ~a will portray the 
origins and events of the Holocaust and show the 
tragic inability of the United States and the rest 
of the free world to help the victims of the Nazi 
"Final Solution." 

In addition, it will show one inspiring effort 
of the War Refugee Board which established a 
"temporary haven" for 982 refugees in Oswego, 
New York and the positive actions of the 
inhabitants of this small upstate community. 
(Exhibit to open in Spring, 1985) 

NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM 
LOCATION & PARKING 

Museum Via Interstate 1-90 West- Take 1-
90 West to I-787 South and exit at US 20 West. 
Continue on US 20 West(MadisonAvenue) to 
Museum. 

Museum Via Thruway North - Take 
Thruway Exit 23 to I-787, exit at US 20 West. 
Continue on US 20 West (Madison Avenue) 
to Museum. 

Museum Via Thruway East or Northway 
- Take Thruway Exit 24 or from Northway, 
take Exit 1-90 East (Albany). Follow 1-90 East 
to I-787 South and exit on US 20 West. 
Continue on US 20 West(MadisonAvenue) to 
Museum. 

Parking - From I-787 follow signs to South 
Mall (Empire State Plaza) PARKING AREAS 
(Free on weekends). 

A - Museum Visitor Parking 

B - Underground Plaza Parking 

C - Philip Street Parking Lot 

D - Pearl Street Parking Lot 

For Resource Center individual or group visits 
contact: 

Norma L. Ball 
Project Administrator 
(518) 474-5801 

Roselle Chartock, Ed.D. 
Project Consultant 



AGENDA 

NYS HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL RESOURCE CENTER/EXHIBIT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

ROOM 711-A, LOB ALBANY, NEW YORK 11 A.M. 

1. Invocation by the Rev. Bertrand Fay, College of st. Rose 

2. Greetings and opening remarks by Senator Manfred Ohrenstein, Chairman 

3. Introduction of Advisory Board Members 

4. Greetings from Greater Albany Jewish Federation by Dr. Steven Windmueller 

5. Overview of project by Norma Ball, Resource Center coordinatoL 

6. Remarks by Dr. Roselle Chartock, project advisor for 1983-84 

7. Tie-in of project with Holocaust curriculum by George Gregory ; 

Bureau of Curricu~_um Development, Dept. of Education 

8. Report on existing resources, temporary and permanent 

exhibit plans by Martin Sullivan, Asst. Commissioner for 

State Museum Science Services and Historical Services 

9. Background of Oswego, N.Y. refugee camp by Prof. Abraham Karp 

10.Questions and discussion from the floor 

11.Break at 12:45 and reconvene at 1:00 for buffet luncheon 

12.Resume program at 1:30 , Senator Ohrenstein presiding 

13.Formal introductions of dignitaries and greetings 

14.Pr esentation of Inscrioed book from World Gathering of HolocaJst 

Survivors by Anton Segore 

15.Presentation of Yorn Ha3hoah Legislative Resolution 

16.Presentation of Sculpture by Hy Rosen 

17.Closing remarks by Se~ator Ohrenstein 



HOLOCAUST RESOURCE CENTER 

Audio/Visual Materials 
March 1984 

AVENUE OF THE JUST 55 minutes 
Includes interviews with people who helped rescue imperiled Jews; 

explores their motivations. These individuals are memorialized at Yad 
Vashem in Jerusalem. 

ACT OF FAITH 28 minutes 
A dramatization of the role played by the Danish resistance in 

saving their countrymen from Nazi extermination. 

GENOCIDE 52 minutes 
Part of the British produced "World at War" TV series. The story of 

the "Final Solution" from the 1920's to 1945. Seeing and hearing the living 
who tell of the dying remains; a haunting experience for anyone who has 
viewed the film. 

EMMY - A JOURNEY FROM THE PAST 57 minutes 
Albany's Channel 13-filmed documentary of a local survivor's parti

cipation in the 1981 World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors in 
Israel. Emmy, who escaped fran Germany on one of the children's trans
ports, relates her story with deep sensitivity. 

GENOCIDE 83 minutes 
Using old film clips, still photographs, paintings and animation, the 

film traces the life of Europe's Jewish population from its mixture of 
hardship and scholarship in the 19th century to its tragedy in the ghettoes, 
labor camps and concentration camps of Hitler's Europe. Reveals the vic
tims' courage and philosophy of life. 

THE WAVE 46 minutes 
An ABC-TV Special (1981) which dramatizes the classroom experiment by 

a teacher who manipulates students much as Hitler manipulated the Germans 
soon after they see a film about the Nazi concentration camps. The piece 
responds to the often asked question, "How could anyone be a Nazi?" 

ANNE FRANK IN MAINE 28 minutes 
In Richard Murphy's Junior High School class in Kennebunk, Maine, a 

group of typical American youngsters learned about the Holocaust during a 
year of classroom study. In their quest for knowledge about the Holocaust, 
students begin to question adults who lived through the Holocaust years and 
gradually the whole community becomes involved. 



'Audio/Visual Materials p. 2 

JOSEPH SCHULTZ 14 minutes 
Vjtal questions concerning personal moral choice vs. obedience to 

authority are raised in this film based on an actual incident which oc
curreQ during the Second World War. Schultz is a soldier in the Nazi 
army fighting in Yugoslavia. He has been a "good soldier" following 
orders which resulted in death and destruction. Yet, when he is ordered 
to take his place as a member of a firing squad and execute a group of 
villagers, he refuses to raise his rifle. 

THE WALL 83 minutes 
A dramatic adaptation of John Hersey's book based on the experiences 

of the Jews living in the Warsaw Ghetto and their heroic efforts in re
sistir.g the Nazis. 

PLAYING FOR TIME 8 3 minutes 
Wr itten by Arthur Miller and based on the true story of Fania Fenelon, 

a Par~sian nightclub singer who survived the monstrous Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Concen tration Camp by performing in the desperate little Women's Orchestra 
there. 

THE HU NTER AND THE HUNTED 57 minutes 
A documentary based on individuals who have actively opposed the con

tinued presence and protection of Nazi war criminals. These champions of 
justice, i.e. Simon Wiesenthal, Beate and Serve Klarsfeld, do not seek 
vengeance. They are motivated by the conviction that the failure to pun
ish the executioners of six million Jews and five million Gentiles is an 
invitation to future holocausts. 

THE CHILDREN'S STORY 27 minutes 
Bn sed on a story by James Clav~ll, this film depicts an elementary 

schoo~ classroom on the morning af t er the nation has been conquered by 
"the e nemy." Skillful manipulation by the new teacher creates a chilling 
atmosphere vivdly illustrating the acceptance of authority. 

RAOUL WALLENBERG 47 minutes 
During the Second World war, Raoul Wallenberg became Secretary of the 

Swedish Legation in Budapest. His job, urged upon the Swedes by the Ameri
can War Refugee Board, was to save Jews. He stopped deportation trains and 
death marches to hand over protective Swedish passes to the deportees; he 
organi zed a section of "international houses" and saved the lives of thou
sands of Hungarian Jews. 



THE WORLD THAT WAS 

A series of lectures and progra~s to be held at the Cultural Education 
Center during late 1984. All topics are directly related to the themes 
expressed in Roman Vishniac's photographic exhibition -- A VANISHED 
WORLD -- which will be on -display at the Center from mid-October through 
January, 1985. 

ROMAN VISHNIAC will lecture at the reception for the show October 25 

DAVID ROSKIES •11 The Shtetl" October 21 

SARAH BLACHER COHEN "The Legacy of the Yiddish Theatre" October 28 

JACK GOTTLIEB "Funny, it Doesn't Sound Jewish (A Study in American 
Popular Music)" November 4 

SARAH BLACHER COHEN "Live Interviews of Tradition Bearers" November 11 

ELIE WIESEL "The Holocaust: A Personal Experience" Nove.rnber 18 

HOLOCAUST FILM SERIES WITH SCHOLAR: November 25, December 2, 9, 16 

SUSAN FANTEL SPIVACK "Stories by Yiddish Writers" 
Storytelling sessions 

November 25 
December 9 

JEANNINE LAVERTY "Stories by Yidaish Writers" 
Storytelling sessions 

December 2 
December 16 

SUZANNE GROSSBERG "A Mourner's Kaddish" multi-media performance to 
be held during school hours for area students 

With the exception of Suzanne Grossberg, all performances and lectures 
will be held on Sunday afternoons. 

Schedule and content has been approved by the Museum Program Committee. 
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Rochester, New York 14610 
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May 2, 1984 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Senator Manfred Ohrenstein 
Holocaust Resource Center/Permanent Exhibit Advisory Committee 

FROM: Norma L. Ball 

SUBJECT: Project Update 

RESOURCE CENTER 

Statement of Mission: 

Goal I 

To inform the public, educators and students about the Holocaust, 
its historical precedence and its historical consequences. 

Goal II 

To identify for the public, educators and students the underlying 
human behavior traits that allowed the Holocaust to occur and to alert 
them that t l e se traits still exist. 

Goal III 

To document for the public, educators and students the direct 
effect of the Holocaust on developments within the State of New York. 

Goal IV 

To record and make accessible to the public, educators and students 
the living memories and experiences of Holocaust survivors. 

Goal V 

To promote canmunications between New York State Holocaust studies 
agencies. 

Goal VI 

To facilitate the implementation of State Education Department 
Holocaust Curriculum materials throughout New York State. 
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•The Holocaust Resource Room, located in the New York State Museum, 
is available for lectures, discussions and audio-visual presentations 
on the Holocaust for students in grades 7 - 12. They may be scheduled 
from 1-3 hours in length on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. The Resource 
Room will also provide individual sessions for teachers which focus on 
particular needs and interests. Sixty area secondary school Social 
Studies Department Heads were notified of this project in mid-April. 

Video equipment has been purchased and the attached materials are 
presently available. 

A bibliography of books to be purchased is being developed with the 
assista:1ce of the State Library staff and will be distributed through 
their inter-library loan system. 

PERMANEl~T EXHIBIT 

Statemen t of Purpose: 

The permanent e·xhibit area will portray the origins and events of the 
Holocau s t and show the tragic inability of the United States and the rest 
of the f ree world to help the victims of the Nazi "Final Solution." In 
addition, it will show one inspiring effort of the War Refugee Board 
which established a "temporary haven" for 982 refugees in Oswego, New York 
and the positive actions of the inhabitants of this small upstate com
munity. 

A Ta ~k Force, headed by G. Carroll Lindsey, has engaged an exhibit 
script writer, Dardis MacNamee, andthe preliminary script has been com
pleted. It will go to the Exhibi~ Planning Department during May. 

Area artist, Hy Rosen, has been commissioned to produce a Holocaust 
sculptur e for the Permanent Exhibit. The original piece will remain in 
the Museum, but additional castings may be purchased by individuals or 
groups with income reverting to the project. 

RELATED PR(X;RAMS 

Roman Vishniac'·s photographic exhibit "A Vanished World" will open 
at the New York State Museum in mid-October 1984 .. It will be accompanied 
by ten weeks of in-depth programming relating to the pre-Holocaust and 
Holocaust periods. Schedule and content of programs have been approved 
by the Museum Program Committee. Funding for the entire schedule of · 
events is underway. • • 

The State Archives presently house 144 cases of Nuremberg Trial trans
cripts. They will be examined by a staff member from the Washington 
Archives . 

We ha·,e been notified that the 1984-85 fiscal appropriation for this 
Special ·?reject is $40,000.00. 



March 19, 1982 

Dr. Jerry Hochbaum 
Acting Executive Director 
Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, NY 10010 

Dear Jerry, 

This is to acknowledge with gratitude on behalf of the UAHC 
the Memorial Foundation's initial grant to us of $15,000 
for the Holocaust film project. 

We are currently working on a first script for the project, 
and you'll be kept in touch with our progress. 

Thank you for the efforts you made to bring this grant about. 
We' 11 meet soon. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 
National Director of Education 

DBS:am 
cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE 
15 East 26th Street • New York, N. Y. 10010 

Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Sirs: 

• (212) 679-4074 

March 16, 1982 

.. 

CABLES, 'MECULTFUND' NEW YORK 

82-IG-0l 

Enclosed please find our check {1 S621 in the amount of $15,000.00 
This disbursement represents the first pa-yment of the ~emorial Foundation 1s grant to you for the project(s) listed below: 

79-H0L-02 Audio Visual Project 

Please keep us advised as work on the project(s) progresses. At the end of the academic year, a full detailed progress and financial report must be submitted. Upon receipt of these reports and copies of the publish~d volume(s), the balance of the grant will be made available to you. 

Please note that all future correspondence and published materials related to your grant must include the Foundation's project number. 

JR/re 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Jerry F.ochbaum 
Acting Executive Director 



, •· 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE , N EW YORK , NY 100 2 1 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

i1Tl'N 
!l1iil'':1 

J'T u, jJ J'T -'J 
ili'',UN:J 

Dr. Jerry Hochbaum 
Menorial Federation for ·Jewish CUlture 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10010 

Dear Jerry: 

February 9, 1982 

I am happy to enclose the fonnal outline for the Holocaust trigger 
films, which are reflective of therres articulated in the curriculum. 

The proposal outlines a series of six tapes, including a production 
budget, and bias on the two principals, producers of "Emny - a Journey 
From The Past." 

I v,10uld appreciate receiving a check for $15,400. as soon as possible, 
so that we can begin v,10rk on the first~ programs sinultaneously. 
Needless to say, I v.10uld welcxme cornrents from readers of your choosing. 

Two copies of the proposal have been sent to your office in New York. 
I hope that the enclosed eight copies will be sufficient for readers. 

Thank you, Jerry, for your unfailing support. I am confident that 
we will, together, add new and powerful tools to the field of Holocaust 
education. 

DBS/e 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

· - ·- -

Rabbi Daniel B. Syrce 
National Director of :Education 



JOLA COPE- NYDEGGER 
PRODUCER 

January 21, 1982 

S.L.U.G. 
PRODUCTIONS 

PROPOSAL 

NORMA BALL 
ADMINISTRATOR 

The production of a series of video-tape teaching segments 
on the Holocaust, each to be accompanied by an extensive written 
guide/teacher's aid which will outline suggestions as to how 
the tapes might be used, questions, issues to be discussed, 
follow-up exercises, etc. The intent of each individual tape 
segment, and of the package as a whole, is not to teach historical 
specifics; facts, figures, dates, numbers, etc. This series 
will be unique in that it will deal with human issues raised by 
circumstances; the greater issues surrounding the specific 
circumstances. 

While the story of the Holocaust is unquestionably the 
story of the Jews, the producers of this series feel it is 
imperative that this package not be directed or aimed solely 
at Jewish students in Jewish schools. The issues involved are 
universal issues and must be felt, faced, and dealt with by the 
world at large, not just the Jewish community. To this end 
efforts will be made to make the introduction of this topic via 
these tapes essential to the overall educational process ·and 
aims of the non-Jewish teacher teaching non-Jewish students. 

This series will form a logical, coherent package. The 
video .tapes will also be structured and produced in such a way 
that each will be an entity unto itself. The written guide 
will have guidelines for the use of each segment as a complete 
unit in a cross-section of course areas, i.e. history, sociology , 
psychology, religion, etc. Packaging the series on six individual 
tapes will allow more than one teacher in a school to mal<e use 
of the program or parts of it simultaneously. It should be 
offered on all readily available forms o f video tape ... J/4", 
VHS, and Beta r-fax • 

.t,ach tape segment will be 8 to 15 minutes in length . 
Visually all written materials will be tied to each cassette. 
There will be a clean, consistent look and tone to each of the 
individual segments. Following is a brief d escrip tion of the 
structure of each currently projected segment and a preliminary 
idea of h ow we intend to deal with the subject matter visually. 
Wh ile the specifics of script and video for each segment ·will no 
d oubt ch ang e during the p roduction process, we guarantee no 
talk ing head segments. 

258 BRADLEY BLVD. 
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12304 
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TAPE,; 1: The making o f a Nazi. Q: How could the Nazis d o 
what they did? How could anyone become a Nazi ? 

.. 

One of t he first issues a student must come to g ri ps 
with in dealing with the Holocaust is the realization 
that the Nazis were not alien being s, not monsters. 
Germany was a hi ghly civilized nation, and the people 
who became Nazis were human being s ..• mothers, fathers, 
sons, and daughters, respectable law abiding citizens 
of a modern 20th century country. They were human 
beings like y ou and me, and as such, vulnerable to a 
philosophy which seemingly held relatively easy 
answers to their problems. Vulnerable to mass 
psychology , g roup dynamics, a charismatic leader 
capable of becoming followers of a cause, members 
of an elite and special g roup. There are examples 
today of the same process, the same p s y chology leading 
a g roup of peopl e to follow a person or an i dea which 
from the outside may look ludicrous ..• Jim Jones and 
the people in Guyana; the Ku Klux Klan; a long list 
of faith healers, et c . 

TAPE ff 2: The German Jew. Q: How could t he Jews l e t this 
h appen to them? Wasn't there something they could 
have done? Why didn't the Jews leave? 
In order to better understand how the Jews became 
victims of Hitler's policies, the student must 
understand the role of the German Jew in German 
society following World War I, particularly the 
Jew's perception of his/her place in that society. 
TI1.e Jews were an integral part o f the German society, 
economically, culturally, etc. They had fought as 
Germans in WWI, they has assimilated so comp letely 
tha t they thought of themselves f irst as Germans. 
The sense of nationalistic pride was, and is, amazing . 
The second major issue to be understood is h ow t he 
p rocess happened. It was done legally , it was done 
slowly. Step-by -step rights and free d oms were taken 
away from t h e Jews. The net closed around them 
slowly and systemat ically with no 11handwriting on the 
wall" as to the final step. The handwriting wasn't 
even on the wall for Hitler himself, so how rould the 
J ews have foreseen what was to happen. Steps: 
1. Emi g ration .•• why didn't the J ew s just leave ? 
Separation anxiety, assimila t ion, and no handwri t ing 
on the wall; 2. Concentration , reg istration, yellow 
star, ghettos; J. Final Solution, beginning with the 
invasion o f Russia, June, 194 1. 

TAPE ii J: The Holocaust. Q: Is the Holocaust unique and why? 
Is it unique to the history of the J e-wish people ? 
How do the more recent atrocities of Vietnam and 
Cambodia differ? The process and i t s execution set 
i t apart. The int ent , the complicity o f r.iillions, 
all one step removed fro□ responsibility. \ih il e others 
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TAP~ ;r J (cont.): 

died in the killing machine, it was designed for 
the Jews, t h e Jews were the only people whose right 
t o live was denied in principle. The Nuremburg Laws, 
particularly regarding Mischlings. 

TAPE fi 4: Resistance. Q : When the handwriting was finally on 
the wall, did the Jews resist, fight back? Th.ere 
must be an understanding not only that there was 
substantial resistance, but of the two very distinct·ly 
different forms resistance took. The armed resistance 
of the camps and the ghettos, such as the Warsaw 
ghetto where an incredible stand was organized and 
carried out by a group of 18-20 year olds. The other 
k ind of resistance was a resistance of the spirit .•. 
the maintaining of civilization in a totally uncivilized 
setting. Music, literature of the ghettos and camps; 
schools in Warsaw and Lublin ghettos; the Vilna Ghetto 
Cultural Department. The saving and nurturing of 
culture, education, humaness and dignity as an ultimate 
form of resistance. 

TAPE ff 5: Toe Free World: Sins of Omission and The Righteous 
Gentiles. Q: If the Jews were resisting in the 
camps and the ghettos, where was the Free World, 
where were the protests of America, Great Britain, 
the Vatican? An understanding of what was going 
on in the rest of the world, outside of Hitler's 
Europe; and a recognition that while the world turned 
a deaf ear, there were those who stepped forward and 
took incredible risks to help the Jews. They were 
individuals, clergy, families, g roups, towns, and 
countries. 

TAPE; 6: The Survivors and the Second Generation. Q: Wh.at 
can we learn from the survivors? Wl1y is it imp era ti ve 
that they talk? Is what the Historical Revisionists 
are saying worth worrying about? Did the survivors 
ever look for revenge? What is the role of Israel 
to the survivors? How did their experience affect 
their faith, and their commitment to Judaism.? A look 
at the World Gathering and the legacy of the Second 
Generation. 

VISUAL TREATMENT 

Although it is impossible to give you s pecifics about t h e 
visual treat ments o f these segments, we can give you an i de a o f 
whe re we.will be culling the visual materials from and h ow they 
will be treated. 
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VISUAL TREATMENT (cont. ) 

There is a vast amount of ori ginal footag e and photo g raphs 
available in a number of different archives and libraries such as 
various Jewish organizations, the U.S. Army, t h e German government, 
d ovietone archives, and various radio archives. In terms of 
still photographs, much can be done technically to make them come 
alive; they can be "animated,'" sound effects can be added, etc. 
Authentic and .composed newspaper front pages will be used. 
Simple graphics or charts might be used to reinforce what's being 
said, either full screen or keyed over pictures. Ori ginal pen & 
ink or watercolor artwork might be used to illustrate a sing le 
idea within a segment. There will also be new video. 

The idea will be to use simple visuals in order to reinforce 
the ideas being presented without detracting with too much flash 
and razzle dazzle. The word simple does not connote cheap or 
easy ••• merely effective. 

rL,,_ ~-)1~ ,o--
~Cope-Nyd:~ 

Norma L. Ball 
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BUDGET PETI SEGI-~ENT 

8 hour shoot (1 11 video) 

6 KCS 20 Cassettes 

4 One hour 1 11 tapes 

2 hr. transfer (old film 
footage, etc.) 

1u transfer toJ/4 with 
time code 

20 hrs. J/4 11 editing 

8 hrs. 1 11 editing 

4 hrs. control room final 

.;;; 6 4o. oo 

150.00 

400.00 

200.00 

150.00 

600.00 

soo.oo 

put together 640. 00 

2 hrs. announcer 100.00 

Production Cost Total••••••••••••• J J,680.00 

Contingency••••••••••••••••••••••• J20,00 

Salaries: 

Producer/ifri ter 

Assistant Producer 

Writer/Consultant 

Total Cost per Segment: 
(Production+ Salaries) ••.•.....•. 

j4,ooo.oo Production Cost 

$2,400.00 

J00.00 

1,000,00 

-~J, 700. 00 Total Salaries 

$7,700.00 

Estimated total production cost for the entire 
packag e .•. video tapes (6) and the written material 
in f inished form: ~4 5,000,00 

Estimated toatl publications cost for t h e entire 
pack a g e: J25 1 000.00 

TOT.AL PHOJECT COST: 

A. Memorial li'ounda tion Grant: 

B. U.A. H.C. Contribution: 

.,no,000.00 

.;35,000.00 

~35,000.00 

Norma L. Ball 
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JOLA COPE-NYDEGGER 
PRODUCER 

S.L.U.G. 
PRODUCTIONS 

Norma L. Ball is the Director of Holocaust Studies for the 

NORMA BALL 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Greater Albany Jewish Federation. For the past fifteen years, she has 

taught courses on the Holocaust in both public and private schools and 

lectured extensively on the topic. 

Ms. Ball is the originator and administrator of a special "in-service" 

credit program for teachers on "Teaching the Holocaust in Public Schools" 

and has published papers and curricula in this area. She is a graduate 

instructor at The University at Albany and The College of St. Rose. 

In 1978, Ms. Ball was ~onored by the Greater Albany Jewish 

Federation for her work in the field of Jewish Education and Holocaust 

Studies. 

In 1980, she served as the Consultant/Advisor for "Emmy: A Journey 

from the Past." 

258 BRADLEY BLVD. 
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12304 



JOLA COPE - NYDEGGER 
PRODUCER 
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J OLA COPE- NY~EGGER 

~r t h e pas t t wo y ears h as b e en a p roduc er and 

Pu b lic Aff airs Director f or lfN-YT-TV in Albany , Kew York . 

I n ch arg e o f administrative responsib iliti e s o f t he 

Pub1ic Affairs Department; development, pro duction, a nd 

sch eduling o f PSAs; production o f all local s h ows out

side of news, including week ly and month ly Public 

Affairs s h ows as well as t h e develo pment o f specials 

in the t ·o r m o f local d ocumentaries ... t h e most recent 

NORMA BALL 
ADMINISTRATOR 

b e ing 11 Emmy ... A Journey From the Past." Responsibilities 

on t h ese special projects rang ed from conceptualization 

t h rough writing , s h ooting , editing , and post production. 

258 BRADLEY BLVD. 
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12304 



Dr. Uri Fargo 
School of Social Work 
Haifa University 
Mount Carmel, Haifa 31999 
ISRAEL 

Dear Dr. Fargo: 

Nove~ber 2,. 1981 

Rt: 79-HOL-03 
Teaching about th• Holocauet in Israel • 

We are pleased to infora you that the Me1n0rial Foundation, in accordance with 
the recommendation of it• Comiseion on the Holocaust. has approved a arant in the 
amount of $2,000 for the above project. The grant carries the condition that your 
report will be completed by May 1, in order that the report can be distributed to 
members of the Commission on the Holocaust prior to their meeting next summer. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter and your acceptance of the conditlou 
attached to the grant. A reply form ia enclosed for your convenience. 

We ask that three copiu of your report be aent to our office. Furthermore, . 
there must be an acknowledgment, ahould any publication result from this project. 
that the preparation and publication of the work vaa made possible through a grant 
by the Memorial Foundation. The Foundation reserves the right to cancel uy 
allocation whenever the project i■ not carried out as originally propoaed, or the 
terms of the grant are not being fulfilled. 

Payment• of your grant will be as follows: the first installment, one-half of 
the allocation, vill be paid upon receipt of your acknowledpent and confirmation 
that work on the project ha• begun. Upon receipt of your report and a financial 
statement of your expenses, the balance of the grant will be released. 

We are pleased that the Foundation can assist you in this project which will 
contribute to the strengthening of Jewish culture. 

With best wishes, 

JH:fb 
Enc. 

cc: Dr. Joachim Prinz 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Prof. Simon Herman 

Sincerely your•• 

Jerry Bochbaum, Ph.D. 
Associate Executive Director 
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