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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

One Page FAX 

TO: BENJAMIN MEED 

September 29, 1994 
24 Tishri 5755 

Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler: 

I am saddened by the dispute over the unfortunate 
scheduling of the Salute to Israel Day Parade on the same 
day as the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration. 

My sympathies in this case lie with the survivors. 
The date of the Memorial Observance has been fixed for 
many years by both the Government of Israel and the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Commission as the Sunday closest to Yorn 
Hashoah. 

To parade in splendor down Fifth Avenue on that 
day -- a day designated not for celebration but for 
remembrance -- would trample on the memories of the men, 
women and children who perished and on the sensitivities 
of those who survived. 

I am confident that my good friend Julius Berman will 
find another date to celebrate and thus preserve the 
sanctity of a day that must continue to be dedicated to 
memorializing the Six Million. 
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From: Edith J. Miller 

September 16, 1994 
11 Tishri 5755 

To: Rabbis Eric H. Yoffie and Arnmiel Hirsch 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

RE: CONFLICT/ 1995 - YOM HASHOA AND ISRAEL DAY PARADE 

Ben Meed of the American Gathering/WAGRO called to enlist 
Alex's assistance in regard to a problem which developed 
this year as April 30/ Nisan 30 is when Yorn Hashoa is to 
be commemorated (the last Sunday of April) and the AZYF 
plans to have the Israel Day Parade that day. April 
27/Nisan 27 is the actual Yorn Hashoa date. Israel 
Independence day is May 4 this year. 

At Alex's behest I told Ben the two of you would look into 
the matter. Alex would be grateful if you would determine 
what's happening and seek to help resolve a distasteful 
situation. 

According to Ben, the survivors are terribly upset, the 
AZYF refuses to budge and things are "out of control and 
everyone has been damaged." 

Meed told me that there's a contract with Madison Square 
Garden which was made some years ago, they reserve far in 
advance, for the commemoration and the date (last Sunday 
in April) has the "hecksher" of the U.S. Congress and the 
State of Israel. 

He also notes his people refused to share exchange of 
correspondence between WAGRO and the AZYF to Gershon 
Jacobson of the Algernaner Journal in effort to keep 
conflict quiet, but apparently Don Edelman provided 
Jacobson with letters. 

I'll ask Dick Cohen if he has a copy of press items .. will 
also clip my Jewish Week if anything appears. 

Ben wants Alex's intercession and I told him you speak 
with him and for him .... please keep us posted. Also bear 
in mind the Reform Movement has placed Yorn Hashoa on the 
calendar officially ... 

Ben's number at American Gathering is 239-4230. 
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EXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
'"'-
• PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Allan S. Horlick 
President & Gen. Manager 
WRC-TV 
4001 ~ebraska Ave, ~.W. 
Washingtonr DC 2bb16 

Dear ~r. Horlick: 

June 16, 1993 
27 Sivan 5753 

The dedication of the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, DC was truly a moment to be 
recorded for posterity. Thus, I salute WRC-TV for 
having suspended regular programming on April 22, 1993 
in order to broadcast the entire dedication program. 

I have just received the video tape of this momentous 
occasion and thank you very much for making it 
available to me, and through me, to the Union of 
American Hebrew Congr egations. I am certain that we 
will find ways and means to make use of this document 
in our educational programs. The Holocaust, one of the 
darkest hours in human history must never be forgotten. 
We must make c ertain o f chat. This video tape will be 
a valuable t oo l t owards that end. 

With repeated thanks and ever y good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

~lexander ~- Schindler 



,,. 4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20016 
202 885-4000 

Dear Friend, 

A Television Subsidiary of 
Notional Broadcasting 
Company, Inc. 

June 3, 1993 

On April 22, 1993, roughly 10,000 people braved cold winds and rain to witness a 

momentous occasion: the dedication of the United St.ates Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

Washington, DC. WRC-TV is proud to have suspended our regular programming on that 

day in order to broadcast this event live, in its entirety. It is my pleasure to send a copy of 

this program to you, which is enclosed, as our gift. 

It is our hope that this videotape can be shared with countless others, particularly our young 

people, for educational purposes. It serves as an introduction to the Museum and its 

import.ant historical record of what occurred during the holocaust. 

In remarks at the dedication, President Bill Clinton said, "The evil represented in this 

museum is incontestable and, as we are its witness, so must we be its adversary in the world 

in which we live." And so we must be. Each one of us. Every one of us, all races, all 

religions, must be responsible for keeping watch and speaking out ... to protect all of us from 

the possibility of future atrocities. 

Sincerely, 

44JJI/~ 
Allan S. Horlick 
President 
& General Manager 



HASKELL R. GORDON 

61 KINNICUTT ROAD 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01602 

May 1 4, 1 9 9 0. 

Mr. Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alec: 

Thank you very much for your lovely letter and insert 
regarding the presentation of Verdi's Requiem as presented 
on April 26th at Carnegie Hall. I loved your introductory 
comments and wish that we had access to them for an event that 
we ran at Temple Emanuel on April 29th to commemorate Yorn 
Hashoa. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the program that we 
sponsored. All the music was played by members of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. The Director, Narrator, and Violist was 
carried out by Mark Ludwig of the B.S.O. who did about a year 
and 1/2 of research on the project. He discussed the back­
grounds of each of the composers who later perished at Ausch­
witz. Two of the composers were students at Sch~enburg and 
one was a student of Bartok. There were 500 people present 
on a Sunday night to hear this program. There were no atten­
dance fees involved. 

Many people came to us and wrote to us saying that they 
had never been so moved emotionally at a commemorative Holiday. 
The program as prepared by the B.S.O. people is probably 
going to be presented in Amsterdam sometime next year accord­
ing to Ken Haas/ the General Manager of the B.S.O .. 

We look forward with great excitement to the presence of 
Rhea and you at our Simcha on June 17th in Lenox at Blantyre. 
Ina joins me in sending our love to both of you. 

Most sincerely, 

Haskell R. Gordon 

HRG: j t 
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Temple Emanuel 
280 May Street 

Worcester, Massachusetts 

Rabbi Norman Mendel 
Rabbi Stuart Gershon 
Rabbi Joseph Klein 
Cantor Sheri Blum 

Harold Press, Administrator 

Chamber Music Composed In The 

Terezin Concentration Camp 

Sunday, April 29, 1990 at 7:30 p.m. 

A Program To Commemorate Yorn Hashoa 

Mark Ludwig, Director 

Ronan Lefkowitz - Violin 
Si-Jing Huang - Violin 

Mark Ludwig - Viola and Narrator 
Sato Knudsen - Cello 

Cantor Sheri E. Blum - Soprano 
Soomi Lee - Piano 

We wish to thank Haskell and Ina Gordon for their extreme generosity in 

sponsoring this program. It is being dedicated to the memory of Philip 

Rose's family who perished in the Holocaust. Philip was Ina Gordon's 

father. 

Everyone is invited to a reception immediately following the concert 

downstairs in the Temple Auditorium. 

\.. 



KLEINES WIEGENLIE0 
(CRADLE SONG) 

(Translations on page 4) 

Cantor Sheri E. Blum, Soprano 
Sooml Lee, Plano 

* GIDEON KLIEN (1919-1945) 
FANTASIA AND FUGUE FOR STRING QUARTET (1943) 

* VIKTOR ULLMANN (1898-1944) 
STRING QUARTET NO.3, OPUS 46 (1943) 
ALLEGRO MODERATO 
PRESTO 
LARGO 
RONDO 

* DAVID GRUNFELD ARR. ZIKMUND SCHUL 
UV'TZEIL K'NOFECHO 
(IN THE SHADOW OF YOUR WINGS) 
FOR STRING QUARTET (1942) 

* ELIAHU HANAVI Folk Tune 

Ei-11-ya-hu ha-na-vl, Ei-li-ya-hu 
ha-tish-bl; Ei-11-ya-hu, Ei-li-ya-hu, 
El-11-ya-hu ha-gll-a-di. 
Bi-me-hei-ra ve-ya-mei-nu, ya-vo 
ei-lei-nu; Im ma~shi-ach ben 
Da-vid, Im ma-shl-ach ben 
Da-vid. El-11-ya-hu ... 

(May the prophet Elijah come soon, 
In our time, with the Messiah, 
Son of David.) 

* HATIKVAH N.H. Imber 

Kol od ba-lei-vav pe-ni-ma, 
ne-fesh Ye-hu-di ho-mi-ya. 
U-le-fa-a-tei miz-rach ka-di-ma, 
a-yin le-tsi-yon tso-fi-ya. 

0d lo a-ve-da tik-va-tel-nu, 
ha-tik-va she-not al-pa-yim, 
li-he-yot am chof-shi be-ar-tsei-nu, 
be-e-rets tsi-yon vl-ru-sha-la-yim. 

(So long as still within the inmost 
heart a Jewish spirit sings, so long as the 
eye looks eastward, gazing toward Zion, 
our hope is not lost - that hope of two 
millennia, to be a free people In our land, 
the land of Zion and Jerusalem) 
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TRANSLATIONS OF ILSE WEBER SONG CYCLE 
Translations by 
Mrs. Helen Sachs 

ICH WANOERE DURCH THERESIENSTADT 
(I Wander Through Theresienstadt) 

I am wandering through Theresienstadt, 
My heart is heavy as lead, 
Until my walk Is ended 
Almost at the "Bastel" 

There I will stand on the bridge and look Into the valley 
I would love to continue my walk 
I would so love to go home but I no longer have one 

Togo home 
What a beautiful word which makes my heart very heavy 
They deprived me of my home and now I no longer have one 

I am sad and exhausted 
And sadness fills my heart 
Theresienstadt, Theresienstadt, when will there be an end to this suffering 
When will we be set free 

EMIGRANTENLIED 
(The Emigrant's Song) 

Swallow the tears 
Don't let on the terrible hurt 
Don't listen to their abuse 
Yet, my own will is hardened by this in order to maintain my sanity 
In the end everything will be beautiful 

Then this horror will end and the hate 
And the pain will have an end 
Then the enemy will again call me brother, and will shamefully reach for my 
hand 
In the end everything will be beautiful. 

And no longer will I have to stay away when the others are happy and laughing 
For me the sun will also shine again 
And the little birds will awaken and sing 
In the end everything will be fine! 

For me the sun will again shine 
The trees will be green 
And once again I will have a home 
And brothers and all the bitterness will vanish like a heavy dream 
Have faith in the future 
Don't lose your momentum 
The world will once again be a beautiful garden. 
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UN DER REGEN RINNT 
(And The Rain Is Falling) 

And the rain Is falling 
In the darkness I think of you my child 
High are the mountains, the ocean is deep 
My heart Is sad and tired longing for you! 
But why are you so very far away my child 

And the rain is falling 
God himself has separated us my child 
You should not have to see this suffering and misery 
And you should not have to walk on these stony roads 
Have you already forgotten me my child. 

ADE. KAMERAD! 
(Farewell Comrade) 

Farewell comrade 
Here the road will split, but tomorrow we have to part 
I am leaving you because they are pushing me into the Polish transport. 

You gave me courage and kindness 
Ever ready to help-
Your hankshake softened many a blow­
Now-we'll never see each other again. 

Farewell comrade 
I feel badly for you 
Our farewell is so sad 
But don't you lose your courage 
I was always very fond of you 
And now I am sure we will never see each other again. 

KLEINE$ WIEGENLIED 
(Cradle Song) 

The night is creeping through the ghetto 
So black end so still 
Sleep my child and forget everything around you 
Nestle your little head in my arms 
Near mother you will sleep cuddly and warm 

Sleep my child 
During the night a lot could happen 
During the night the misery could vanish 
Watt my child you will see when you awake 
Freedom will suddenly be here over night 

(4) 



ARTISTS 

MARK LUDWIG. Viola 

Originally from Philadelphia, violist Mark Ludwig joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra in the fall of 1982. He received his bachelor of music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, where he studied with such eminent musicians as Joseph DePasquale, Joseph Silverstein, Raphael Bronstein, Felix Galimir, and Alexander Schneider. His teachers also include his father Irving Ludwig, a violinist in the Philadelphia Orchestra. Before joining the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Ludwig was co-principal violist and soloist with The New Chamber Players, a chamber orchestra composed mainly of members from the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Curtis Insti­tute of Music, and he was principal violist of the Curtis Institute of Music Orchestra during the 1979-80 season. He currently teaches privately in the Boston and Cambridge area and he is on the faculty of the Boston University Tanglewood Institute. In May of 1986, Mr. Ludwig appeared as soloist with his brother, violinist Michael Ludwig in Mozart's "Sinfonia Concertante" for violin and viola with the Boston Pops Orchestra. Mr. Ludwig is founder and artistic director of the Richmond Performance Series, now in its fourth season. 

Sl✓ING HUANG. Violin 

Violinist Si-Jing Huang joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra at the beginning of the 1989-90 season, having graduated from the Jullliard School of Music In New York in May 1989. Mr Huang's numerous scholarships and awards included the Lincoln Center Scholarship; he was also a winner of the Young Concert Artists Auditions held in Hawaii. Mr. Huang's teachers included Glenn Dicterow and Dorothy Delay, as well as his father, Da-Ying Huang. A former member of the Jullliard Orchestra, he has participated in the chamber music festivals at Aspen and Taos, and he has participated in a concert tour of the United States with the Classical String Players. 

SATO KNUDSEN, Cello 

Born in Baltimore in 1955, cellist Sato Knudsen joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1983. His teachers included David Soyer at Bowdoin College and Stephen Geber, Robert Ripley, and Madeleine Foley at the New England Conservatory of Music. He also attended the Piatigorsky Seminar in Los Angeles and was a Fellow for two summers at the Tanglewood Music Center. Before joining the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Knudsen was associate principal cellist of the San Antonio Symphony for three years; prior to that he performed with the Boston Pops Orchestra, Boston Opera Company, New Hampshire Symphony, and Worcester Symphony. As cellist with the Anima Piano Trio, he performed at Carnegie Recital Hall and Jordan Hall, throughout New England, and on radio stations WOXR-FM in New York and WGBH-FM in Boston. As of the 1988-89 season, Mr. Knudsen occupies the Esther S. and Joseph M. Shapiro Chair in the second stand of the Boston Symphony Orchestra's cello section. 

RONAN LEFKOWITZ. Violin 

Ronan Lefkowitz, who was born in Oxford, England, joined the Boston Symphony in 1976. A graduate of Brookline High School and Harvard College, he Is the son of the head of the Department of Musicology at Boston University. Mr. Lefkowitz studied violin with Gerald Gelbloom, Max Rostal, Joseph Silverstein, and Szymon Goldberg. He was concertmaster and a frequent soloist with the Greater Boston Youth Symphony and was concertmaster of the International Youth Symphony Orchestra under Leopold Stowkowski. An award-winning performer, he was named most promising young violinist at the August 1969 International Festival of Youth Orchestras and 1972 winner of the Gingold-Silverstein Violin Prize at the Tanglewood Music Center. 

Recently he and three of his Boston Symphony Orchestra colleagues played a Vivaldi Concerto for Four Violins with the Boston Pops Orchestra in a performance aired this past summer on WGBH-TV. Mr. Lefkowitz is a former member of the Francesco String Quartet and the WGBH Boston Artist's Ensemble, and he recently helped endow a fellowship at the Tanglewood Music Center in the name of Gerald Gelbloom for a student of violin. He currently teaches at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute, and he enjoys running, gardening, and birdwatching. 
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·SOOMI LEE, Pianist 

Ms. Lee has won numerous awards including Seoul National Philharmonic Competition, Midland-Odessa Young 
Artists Competition, Kankakee Piano Competition. In Europe she has concertized extensively in England, France, 
Switzerland at the Dartlngton, Fountalnebleu, Tibor-Varja and Ernen Musikdorf Festivals. She was invited to perform 
two recitals in Town Hall, at the Auckland Festival In New Zealand. Ms. Lee started playing the piano at age 5 with 
her mother and at age 9 she was a soloist with the Korean Broadcasting Symphony Orchestra. After giving her solo 
recital in Town Hall in Seoul at age 12, she came to the United States to study as a full scholarship student at the 
Juilliard Pre-College School. Ms. Lee later attended the Curtis Institute and earned her B.M. and M.M. degrees from 
Indiana University and the New England Conservatory. Her primary teachers have included Mme. Ilona Kalios, 
Georgy Sebok, Patricia Zander and Nadia Boulanger. She made her New York debut at Carnegie Recital Hall at age 
16. She gave recttals through out the New England area including Gardner Museum, Worcester Art Museum, Jordan 
hall and Sander's Theater. Ms. Lee appeared as a soloist with the Korean Syumphony Orchestra, Seoul National 
Symphony, Thayer Symphony Orchestra, Symphony by the Sea, Harvard Chamber Orchestra and Sinfo Nova. 

CANTOR SHERI E. BLUM, Soprano 

A native of California, was invested as Cantor at the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion - School 
of Sacred Music in New York City in 1982. While attending Cantorial School, she served as Cantor of the Union 
Reform Temple in Freeport, Long Island. She was a voice student in the studio of the late Judith Raskin in New York. 
She is currently finishing her eighth year as Cantor of Temple Emanuel in Worcester, Massachusetts. Cantor Blum 
has concertized extensively throughout the Northeast, thrilling audiences with her magnificent and versatile voice. 
Cantor Blum is married to Mr. Elliott M. Ginsburg and they have one daughter, Rachel. 
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A preliminary assessment of conservation priorities at Auschwitz based 

on a visit to the site on April 24, 1989 (Prepared for the Ronald S. 

Lauder Foundation by James H. Frantz, Conservator in Charge, Department 

of Objects Conservation, Metropolitan Museum of Art, May 11, 1989) 



.• 

/ 
The preservation of the site of Auschwitz will require the 

coordinated efforts of many professional conservators with expertise in 
several specific areas and will raise philosophical questions that will 

engage the opinions of many others outside the field. That the project 
is complex could perhaps be said without first-hand examination of the 

site, and a one-day visit on April 24th confirms this assumption. 
Indeed, what this visit demonstrates is that the magnitude and scope of 
the project are such as to require for their accurate evaluation 
extensive surveys in each of the special areas of concern. The brief 

- outline which follows should be understood in this context and is 
necessarily limited to a qualitative assessment based on first 

impression. As is noted below, many important parts of the site were 
examined either briefly or not at all. 

On April 24th, two parts of the site were visited: Auschwitz I and 
Auschwitz II (Birkenau). 

Auschwitz I 

Auschwitz I consists of approximately thirty, two-storied, brick, 

barracks-type buildings arranged in three parallel rows of ten buildings 

each. Where once only rocks and dirt surrounded these structures, today 

grassy borders are to be found with the rocks and dirt limited to the 
paths between the buildings. Many of these buildings are presently used 
to house the exhibits of articles of clothing, hair, and other 
possessions once belonging to those murdered at this site. Auschwitz I 

also includes adjacent to the barracks complex the small gas chamber and 
crematorium used by the Nazis as prototypes for the larger versions 
later installed at Birkenau (Figs. 1 and 2). The entire complex is 
surrounded by a double barbed-wire fence with guard towers spaced at 
regular intervals along its perimeter. Several specific issues of 
conservation are to be noted: 

1. Barracks 

The buildings themselves appear to be in relatively sound condition 

and not to require urgent attention. It seems that some maintenance of 
these structures has been performed in association with their present 
function as exhibit galleries and administrative offices for the site. 

2. Exhibits 

The exhibits are generally displayed behind glass within rooms of 

the barracks. No particular means of climate control is in evidence, 
and--with favorable weather prevailing at the time of the visit--the 
windows were open to the outside. In some rooms, heaters have been 
installed within glazed-ceramic enclosures. In general, a single room 
is devoted to a given type of exhibit. 

a) Shoes. On sloping wooden decks on either side of one large room 
are displayed a vast and crowded disarray of shoes (Fig. 3). These 
are in a predictable state of conservation need, and--with regard 

to their rates of deterioration relative to other objects in the 
collections--should receive a high p~iority. 

1 



b) Clothing. There appears to have been little conservation 
performed on the articles of clothing displayed, most of which are 
simply t acked to wa lls of exhibit cases. 

c) Luggage. In a large room, on a deep, sloping deck are displayed 
many pieces of luggage, often bearing the names of their owners 
(Fig. 4). There are leather valises as well as wicker baskets. 
These articles are displayed in the same compelling chaos as are 
the shoes described above and have similar conservation needs and 
priorities. 

d) Hair. In another room--in a manner similar to that used for the 
shoes and luggage--a vast, densely packed quantity of hair is 
displayed. Although s ome effort appears to have been made to 
prevent insect infestation, there is again a clear need for both 
preventitive maintenance as well as treatment. 

e) Prayer shawls. A few prayer shawls are exhibited in a single 
case. These appear to have at least been mounted with some concern 
for their conservation. 

e) Eyeglasses . These are exhibited as a large pile of twisted 
metal frames and broken lenses. Many of the frames are visibly 
rusted, and some lenses show signs of devitrification. 

f) Soup bowls and utensils. A large number of the metal bowls and 
utensils used by the prisoners are packed together in a deep pit at 
the end of one room. Again, although the condition of these 
objects is difficult to assess without close examination, it can be 
stated that without climate control in the building an appreciable 
and continuing rate of deterioration can be expected. 

g) Photographs of prisoners. Record photographs taken by the Nazis 
- are exhibited in indivi~ual frames along the corridor walls of 
several barracks. The mounting of the photographs and the frames 
appear decidedly makeshift, and the condition of the prints 
themselves reflects what were clearly less-than-archival techniques 
used in their processing. 

h) Other exhibits. There are rooms devoted to the display of other 
items, such as straw and straw-filled sacks on which prisoners were 
required to sleep. Because of filming in progress at the time of 
the visit, not all the barracks were seen. 

3. Archives 

The director of the site reported that there are preserved both 
written and photographic archives. These were not seen during this 
visit, but clearly represent a high priority both for conservation of 
the original material and for its reproduction into more permanent form. 
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Auschwitz 11 (Birkenau) 

Despite the efforts of the Nazis to destroy the gas chambers and 
crematoria at Birkenau and the partial destruction of some of the 
barracks, the single purpose of this site as well as the scale of its 
operation are today immediately apparent to any visitor. The railway 
track that enters the site through the s olitary guard building divides 
what were originally more than 600 barracks into two unequal sets and 
terminates at the two gas chambers and crematoria (II and III) 
symetrically disposed on either side of the large modern monument. From 
the railway track and its parallel ramp, the rows of existing barracks 
stretch to a virtual horizon in either direction (Figs. 5 and 6). The 
entire complex is surrounded by a double barbed-wire fence with wooden 
guard towers set at regular intervals along its perimeter. The 
following are the first issues of conservation noted: 

1. Barracks 

These are almost exclusively wooden, two-storied buildings set on 
concrete foundations. Although in some instances only the foundations 
remain, many of the complete structures are extant. These buildings 
were not inspected at close hand; on the basis of a discussion with the 
director, it can only be indicated that there are serious structural 
problems requiring attention. 

2. Gas chambers and crematoria 

The long rectangular undressing rooms and gas chambers of the two 
complexes (II and III) were built below ground, while the crematoria 
were large brick buildings adjoining them above ground. Of the 
crematoria only rubble remains, while the configuration of the gas 
chambers and undressing rooms are clearly preserved in the ruins of 
their collapsed reinforced concrete roofs and brick walls (Figs. 7-9). 
Among the fragments of these· parts are to be found architectural details 
of the original exterior structures (Fig. 10). The principal immediate 
need in conserving these ruins lies in the brick masonry walls which 
provide the sole remaining definition to the shape of their rooms and 
which are undergoing visible damage from the pressure of surrounding 
earth and from more than forty years of vegetation growth and weathering 
(Fig. 11). 

General recommendations 

The assumption is taken that a principal aim of the project is to 
preserve as best as possible the site and its associated collections in 
their existing state without refurbishing or other cosmetic 
intervention. During the visit of April 24th, the complexities of such 
a project were discussed with the site director, Mr. Kazimierz Smolen. 
In this discussion, it was suggested that a first priority should be to 
review whatever reports and recommendations exist as may have already 
been submitted on the issue. The director indicated that there are 
several such reports on specific aspects of the site and its 
collections, and that copies of these would be forthcoming. Without 
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attempting to anticipate the content of these reports, it seems evident that a comprehensive program for conserving the site and its collections has yet to be established. Although it is premature to describe such a program in any great detail, some first steps and priorities can be suggested: 

1. A team of conservators and other specialists should be established to represent the several areas of experti~e called for by the 
conservation needs outlined above. 

2. A director of this team should be appointed. 

3. The involvement of conservators at Copernicus University in Torun and elsewhere in Poland should be explored. The difficulties associated with importing specialized expertise from afar for a sustained project of this kind should not be underestimated. 

4. Proposals should be drafted for each of the several areas of conservation: archives, buildings, articles of clothing and other exhibits. These proposals will require substantive examinations of the site and its collections by each of the conservation specialists and--in several cases--their supporting staff. 

5. One or two of these proposals--perhaps for the archives and one of the exhibit categories--should be implemented on a trial basis to establish that the working structure of the project is viable. 

It can be stated in advance that an overriding priority for all of the collections of archives and exhibits housed indoors is the 
installation in the buildings of a proper system of climate control. 

It would also seem appropriate to this writer to incorporate into the program for conservation some of the broader issues relating to the historical description and presentation of the Holocaust given at the site. 

4 
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Mr. David Kantor 
185 Bryant Avenue 
White Plains, NY 10605 

Dear Mr. Kantor: 
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September 27, 1989 
27 Elul 5749 

12 121 249 0100 

We have j LI s l rec c i v (' J y o LI r Sept ember 16 note and the art i c 1 e 
Gregory Racz has wriLten on the llolocaL1st. Alas, your first 
letter is nowher e to b e found. None of the staff here in my 
office can recall h d vin g received such a letter. Therefore, 
I c1sk that you l e t me kn o w just what you had in mind in re­
gard to the RJcz p ie ce . 

Many thanks and b es L wishes for a sweet New Year . 

Si_ncerely, 

Al e xander M. Schindler 
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"The hottest places in Hell 
are reserved for those, who 

in times of great moral 
crisis, maintain their 

neutrality ... 

by Greg Racz 
Theme Course 6 

7/24/89 



Dear Kids, 

I'm VIiting 1D )l()U 1D git,e you some of my thoughts on the Holocaust. I find myself 

questioning hov 'Vi11 my children remember tt..e Holocaust? Ho~· vill the Holocaust be 18.ught in 

your his1Dry boor.s? ~ a great moral \oic1rlry of the free wrld o,,er Fascism or rather as the greatest 

collecti'll'e silence ever? Will the wrld continually bear vitness and learn from the deaths of 

6 ,000 ,000 (213) of Europe's Jevs? These questions bum inside me. 

The European and American societies of 1930's and the 1940's vrud1 vere so advanced 

industrially and intellectually 1D allov such a machinery of death 1D exist vere likevise societies 

,.rhich should have had tt..e moral courage 1D prevent such a monstrosity. Regretfully, these people 

ve:i-e silent. Therefore, it is up 1D those survitling tt.ie trauma 1D unders1and vhy they failed 1D display 

co~e, vhy did tliey a,,ert their eyes instead of helping the Jevs? Also, those surving must 

acJc..o,,Iedge. these people's silence as a trage.d y and as a crime . People individually must recognize 

tJli!i ~nd peoples communt1Tiy imd nt1.tionally in t.he history books must ~,-rite. s.bout it. It must not be 

igr1Dred tlie 'W8.Y the Je~.rs ,.,ere. Finally, and most impornntly, ve must learn from it. We must 

1et1m 1D prepare~ tJ:t prevent its re-occurrence . We must learn that each indr-tidtw, each community, 

eact1 nation m1.1st be t,'igillmt in the def erise. of their morals, must be eq uiped 1D stand 11p for vht1.t is 

right e,,en arid especially in times of ethically egregious and reprehensible beha,Tior. 

Dante said in tt.ie Inferno, "the hottest places in hell are reserved for those vho, in times of 

great moral crisis, main1airL tt..eir neutrality. "1 His haunting wrds indict many vho lived dUiing and 

tbrough the :,iears of the Holocaust, those ,..-ho failed 1D raise a finger let alone a voice 1D save the 

Jevs . More impornntly, hovever, let Dante and the Holocaust become our guides. BotJ-1 should 

inspire us 1D develop a set of morals and convictions that vill tielp us in times of moral crisis 1D act 

and speak out rather than •mam1am our neutrality." For this is tt.ie only vay in ,.rhich ve can honor 

those vho vere killed . 
Fillip Muller, a special des.tail wrker in Aushvitz, recounts his s1Dry in Claude Lanzmann's 

film SIIOlh: 

"Like a chorus, they (the Jevs about 10 be gassed) began to sing ttie Czech national anthem. 
That moved me terribly and I realized that my life had become meariingless, vhy go on living? .. . so 
! ~rent into tJ-ie ga!' chamber "-11th tt..em resohred to die . Suddenly some vt.s0 recogruzed me said 'so 
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you vant t:, die . But that':5 :5emeless. You must get out of here alive . Your death 'VOnt give U:5 

back our lives. You must bear "!l.iitness 10 our suffering and 10 the injustice done 10 us . " 

I :re-1ell his slD:ry because it is of supreme value . In the face of total death he vanted 10 give 

up . Yet those about to meet their doom comrinced trim 10 struggle to SUI\7ive so that the vorld may 

learn about and from the Holocaust. He managed 10 slllVive and ve have heard his s10:ry, nov it is 

up to you and me 10 learn from it. 

By no"·' you probably ha\,e a fe~, questions. I'll anticipate them as best as I can. Who,~ 

silent? The German VolY~geist for s1ar1ers . The non-German non-jevs vho va1ehed impassively as 

their je"!l,7'i~h commuriity members vere forcibly relocated in10 gheros if not outright depor1!d from 

t.heir ria_ti\,re 18nd~. Arid finally, tragically, the rest of EuropearL com.munrty held their breatti. 

Your second question and one that still is difficult to explain is vhy did people remain silent? 

Did people not reafue the magnitude of death, the paver of the N a:zi death machine? Impossible . 

WJ-illt. ttie eY.act dimension may not ha\,e been bla1antly and inunediately obvious, the relocation, 

resettlement and deportation of hundreds of thousands if not millions of Jevs did not go unnoticed . 

WJ-iy didn't the Pope speak out? Why did tt.&e US vait until late 1941 to enter the var? Why didn't 

the ~Jlies bomb the railroad tracks 10 prevent or at least slov dovn the death machine? Simply, vhy 

,ir;oere people. reluctant to help the Je~,s? 

1".ro strorig vorks about the Holocaust vhich I encourage you 10 read and viev on your 

ovn are TI.LOrr.ias Marl.Il.' s short story .M.'flJi.1 ,'flJti tfk> .M.t~i:i.wand Lanzmann' s film Slloah ( ShoaJ-ds 

the he bre,:;, 'WOrd for annihilation). 

Marl.Il.'s story, vrit1en in 1939, before the Na2i death camps and machinery had begun 10 

operate at full capacity, pro,7ldes sharp allegorical insights int:> tt.&e dangers of silence and conf onnity 

as vell as the horrifying povers of Fascism. By 1939, Hitler tiad full control over N a2i Germany 

and "8S in the process of in\rading C2echoslom.ia. While f ev if any of the European leaders and 

nations realized 1J)e havoc Hitler 'WOuld be able to vrea.k, Mann's essay is tesmnent 10 the fact that 

there nre people vho understood t.he sitl.18.tion. L:iJt..ewe, ttie leading comedisn of the time, Charlie 

Chaplin, {have you heard of him?) made a cor.aedy entitled The GmatDEllbrsatiri2ing the 



pove~ of Fascim and Hitler in particular. Although it vas very funny, the movie vas a plea tJ the 

European ml American communities 1D be vigilant, tl s18Ild up t:, Hitler before it is 100 late. 

Unforomalely, neither of these men's ciie!! for intei:venlion ,rere heeded. Rather, two of the 

gre~.t po~rs of Europe (England and the Smriet Union) each signed treaties vith Hitler in the vain 

hope of "secUiing peace in our time. •2 lns1ead of pressuring Hitler t> return the lands he had taken 

by force the po-vers at be acquiesced. The Allies appeased Hitler so as not t:, got:, var. From the 

Munich agreement t) Roose,relt's campaign pledge "not t:, send boys t:, got:, var for a far am.y 

country about vhich ve knov nothing, u people caved in and refused t) in1eifere. It vas this first 

ecq uiescence, this first silence vhich furthered the general villingness 1D ignore the t:.rtuous realities 

that besieged Europe . 

Mfil'II1's st:.ry demonstrates hov easy it is for 8.rl ou~ider or b~s18nder, someone not 

immedi!l.tely threatened or eridangered, 10 be seduced in1D silence . By analyzing the progression of 

the father's silences vhile paralleling it t:, the silences of Europe it is p&infully easy t:, see hov and 

~rhy people "mamttrined their neutrality." The f~ttier says tl".l8.t he and his family vere attracted t:, t:, 

qualities of Tom, 11.aly-which "themsehres long ago ce8!'ed ~ be evident," much lfr.e people vere 

ce.pti,.:'8.t.ed 1:iy the rhetoric and illusions of Fascism - by 1934 Hitler had so bevitr.hed the German 

:people tb~J tl"iey freely elected him chancellor. 

The family in Marl.Il's st:.ry quicldy faces nro instances of jingoistic paranoia against vt.rich 

they quietly succumbed. Once settled into the Hotel, they encountered an I1alian Piincess vho 

possessed a "paIT!rtOid .. 3 fear that the family's children were infectious. Her fear vas rot unlike 0-Jf 

attitudes displayed by Germans tJvards the Jevs . Ins1ead of s1anding up 1D the Princess, hovever, 

the family acquiesced . First silence. While on the beach they vere met vith more anti-foreigner 

sentiJJY!nt. Their daughter svam irl vater vithout a bathing suit. The native 11alians vere zealous if 

not fanatic in their belief that this incident had "injured the honor of 118ly ... 4 In deference to the 

"hype~nsitive prudishness-5 the family apologized and paid a fine . Second silence. 

LooJr.ing back, the father vonders, "ought ve not at this point had left?"6 and laments, 

"indolerice rr.ia.Jc.e!I us eooure uncomfortable situations ... 7 This third silence exemplifies tJ me tti.e 



logical couxse that the European's silences folloved . Moral cnses and unpleasant circumstances 

vere t>lem.1ed rather than confronted. And a habit vas forming. 

In Slloah, Lan2mann's interviev vi.th a farmer vho lived across the tracks from the 

Treblinka death camp exposes the above mentality: 
Parmer: In 1942, vhen people began 1o understand vhat ~ happening, they vere 

appalled, and they commented privately that since the world began, no one had ever murdered so 
ma1ty people that vay. 

Lanzmann: And normal life vent on? 
Fanner: Cert8inly(ve) vort.ed . 
Lanzmann: Were (you) afraid for the Jevs? 
Parmer: Well .. .it's this vay. If I cut my finger, it doesn't hurt him. 

Lanzmann effectively and poignantly d~lays these silences in intervie'W3 vi.th by-standers. 

In the beginning of the film Lanzmann returm 1o a to·,..-n in Poland situated next 1o a death camp. The 

1ovnspeople sa11r the horrors. They sa'lt their brethren kicked out of their homes, yet they vere 

silent One citizen drove vitl'.1 Lanzmann through the 1o"-n pointing out the home vhich had once 

been occupied vith Je"'N-:: . One lady qouted that her 1ovn had been 809b Jewh. What is so scary 

about these intervie'w"S i!: the matter-of-fact manner in vhich they are told . None of these people 

zho~· the slightest signs of remorse . I fi11d it hard 1o believe tha.t anti-semitism ran and still runs so 

deep as 1o allow entire communities 1o be so insensitive to their O"'N-n. I vil1 not believe that humans 

can be so capricious. Yet, I ask myself, couldn't people have left secret depositories of food? 

The by-standers of Europe had an ability, as Mr. Govkovski in Sllollhsaid, "1o see so 

many transports that it became routine," tl numb themselves 1o the screams, 10 anesthetize themselves 

10 reality. Mrs . Michelson, the vife of a Nazi said, "it~ frightful. Depressing . Day after day-

the same spec1aele. 11 Unfortunately, these people failed 1o act 1o help the Je'W3. They sav the 

abominations yet let the Je-v3 suffer. One Pole said, "it's nerve-vracJ,.ing vathing such distress 

everyday, scream day after day. 11 It fails 1o occur 1o these people that instead of passively listening 

ttJey bad ch:>m: t> speak out publicly or privately, 1o form pulic resis1ance and private resis1al'lee, 1o 

do anything or at least something 1o stop if not slov dovn the Nazi var machinery. 

As the Germans vere lured to Hitler, so too vas the family (bored and curious) beguiled by 

Cipolla.. At tt.ie beginning of the magic sho'll, the father realizes tl'Jat "it had 'beeri a mistake to 



bring-a his children. Yet the family 318.~d. Another silence. The father rea!IOD!I, 83 I 3UPpose did 

most of Europe vho kept their peace, "as ve had not gone avay in ge:meral (from Tom) !10 t:> speak, 

it wuld have been inconsi!ltent to do it in the particular. "9 Inertia and the precedents of :inaction 

became deadly forces of immobilization. 

Once the audience he.d fallen under the spell and leadership of Cipolla and Hitler, the leaders 

consolid1;1.ted t.he 8.,..1.diences' reirerence for the leader by ~nor and intimidation ~hniques. Kids, your 

grandfatlier, my father, lived irL Budapest, Hungazy throughout the entire var and de!!Cribed hov 

people bo,7ed to the Nazis . "First of all, Hitler rounded up and ams1ed if not shot all the communist 

party opposition leaders. The SS and Ge318.po didn't hesita'e to break in\1 people's houses in the 

middle of the night and shoot them in the cellar. u Your grandfather co:rduded, •silence ,1'&3 the result 

of intimidation and disbelief .. . people simply had ro experience vith this, they didn't knov vhat to 

do ." 

LiJe'.ewe, the father in the story says, • (Cipolla's) Iiding-vhiJ• did much to keep rebellion 

from becoming oi.7ert. "10 Cipolla humiliated all those vho challenged him. In so doing, Cipolla 

m.s able to build up not only a respect but also a dangerous "hero-wrship" obeisance. The father, 

vho understood ~that Cipoll8. 1}!'8.3 doirig, as I suppose many in Germany comprehended Hitler, Jost 

his ability to ratiorlii.lly 8Iialyze the situ.8.tion and nw.e a comet decision as to vhat to do. The father 

rem8!Jt..s, "the capacity for self-sumnder for becoming a tool, for tt.ae most unconditiorial and utter 

self-abnegation, vas but the rei.rerse side of tt.iat other po,7er to vill and to command. Commanding 

and obeying fonn together one single priru:iple, one indissoluble unity .. . We fell under a spell ... a. 

complacent ecstasy."11 Hitler's and Cipolla's successes vere based on the maximization of this 

idea. 

Hitler "83 able to curtail the feeble resis1anee movement by enlargirig punishments and 

using, 83 your grudfather said, •gangs1er 1echniques." Cipolla, by hypnotizing avay the audience's 

control over bodily functions (people unin1entionally stuck out tt.aeir t:mgues, danced, cramped in pain 

and kissed Cipolla), is able to remove people's ability to excercise self-discipline . 
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For me, one of the more pregnant and sad moments of Slaoah, occurs vben tbe tbir1een-

year oJd Jewh singer boy returns thirty yew after the Holocaust 1D the 1Dvn that bad let him and 

thousands of other Je"W'S suffer at the hands of the Na2is in the camps right outside 1DVI'l. Lanzmann 

1akes the man 1D tbe 10vn chun:h and proclaims 1D these people that miraculously the boy vho sang 1D 

the 1Dv:n had, suxvived . Furthennore he "W8S standing in their midst. While you might expect the 

1Dvnspeople, overcome vith guilt at their :inactiorL during the HoJocaust and overjoyed by his 

s~Tival, 1D embrace the singer-boy--he vas 1Dtally ignored. Hov he manages 1D smile throughout 

La:nzmann's inteIViev is beyond my appreciation. My feeling is that he is stupefied that the 

\:lvnspeople could be so unmoved . He smiles as a vay of expressing his supreme dissappointment 

by their lack of learning. TIJOse by-standers have ne,,1er processed vhat has happened. It is very 

sad. 

Vv'hat makes vatching Slloaheven more of an ordeal is that this man's st)Iy is far from 

enigmatic . P.at.her, virtually e,reryone inteIVieved demonstr8.ted the same ltt.ck of recognition at their 

o""m complicity. Granted , Lanzmarm only stJOvs the intervie~.rs vhich mll prove his point; 

ho,:;.re,,1e.r, the people he inte1·vie,:;.rs seems so representative of their societies it is hard \1 belie~,e that 

their reactions are not symbolic and emblematic for tt.ie rest of their compatriots and, if you vill, co­

conspirators . It is true that many of the cruelties suffered by the Jevs vere hidden behind the valls 

of concentration camps . Yet, truer still, is that many Jevs vere d~ in plain viev on the streets in 

the ghet1Des . Mr. Km1d's vivid accounts record both the plight of the Jevs as vell as the :inaction of 

the European vorld vho at that point vas undeniably in possession of the truth of the ex~nt of the 

atrocities . 

Wo'!Se, it doesn't bother the Poles much tl".18.t the Jevs are gone. P.att.ier than their neighbo'!S 

the Poles vieved the Je"W'S as their "competi1Drs ." They shov no shame or remorse or guilt. Mr. 

Aaron said "the Christiaris heard the Je"W'S vere beino- rounded up so they came 1D see the sho~.7. 
I I -~ 

(What happened ~r the Je""rs leH?) They took ell our possessions . They took the ke)I::! to our 

houses and s1Dle everything . " 
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It's presumptuous 10 say in their place '1ithout such knovledge 'tie vould have ac~d 

differently. However, having been educated about the Ho1ocaust, a,rare of the collective silence and 

ilS effects, ve vill be even guiltier if in the future vhen a morn di1emma confront! us ve don't s1and 

up . A3 Lanzmann instruct! us it is the first si1ence or the lack thereof vhich vill decide hov 'tie act 

later on. Therefore, vhen someone is being done vrong, vhen someone is being persec~d, offer 

'l!!~is~e or get assisttffiee . Do not 'Walk by and pretend )lOU didn't see it. Don't be a by-31ander. 

What Mann poinlS ou.t arid vhat Lanzmann tries 10 highlight is that after a person remains 

si1er1t many times a habit of silence form!l and imbeds itself in the person's conscierice . Likevise, 

after the person acquiesces a little, the benefici8Iy of the compliance begir.s 10 gair1 a stronger and 

stronger hold o\,er those submitting and reliriq uish:ing their judgement. E. M. Forster says, "great 

men produce a desert of unifonnity around them. n12 While I hesitate 10 so label Hitler and Cipolla., 

they vere both able 10 manipulate people 10 surrender their prtvate values and let the leader set the 

s1andards . 

This is identifiable il1. Cipolla.'s burgeoning control over his audieriee . By the end of "his 

sho~r'' his pover had t,ecome complete. Only an act of violence by one of tl".ie audience members 

vhom Cipoll.8. tl".1.oroughly htunilia.ted ended both Cipolla's dominance and his life . The ending is ar1 

admonition 10 Europe that if you remain si1ent, the situation may become volatile and necessitate 

drutic action. Hopefully, ve vill learn from tl"Jese evenlS and tl".ie situation vill never present itielf 

vhere such extreme action is again unavoidable . By speaking out age.inst vhat is vrong ve can nip 

e\lil in t.he bud . 

Simply, the complicity of Europe vas a time of great morn poverty and ve&kness . People 

lacked counige 10 rise against popular indolence, against the machiries of the state, against the 

~hniques of intimidation. It vas a time vhen no could be counted on. Trepidation fed trepidation. 

We~ fed veekness . 

No morn crusader vas villing 10 lead even though many people nations and leaders included 

knev the evils 1aking place. Andrev Jackson said, "one man vith courage ma]r..es amajortty. 11 13 It 

is testament 10 the vemiess of the time that not one Allied leader, save Wins1Dn Churchill, a mar1 
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vho vas IXl embroiled vith saving his ovn people to concentrate on the Jevish problem, s1epped 

foivaid aM specifically denounced the Holocaust. 

Like the dad in Mario and the Magician, the vor1d knev yet they vere mesmerized failed to 

adopt morally appropria1e attitudes. The Allies remained quiet and aloof about the Jevish question 

amidst incriminating evidence . German industries , the companies tbatm&de malenals for the 

cremat::irtums, the chemicals for the gas chambers and anyone involved in the 1'8ihlay syslem, vere 

silent. The villingness of the leaders of industry and society t> perf onn their daily duties, routines 

and jobs amidst such horror provided examples for the '10rkers and masses to follo"11. 

However, L8I1Zmann articulatts t::i the wr1d that no one person or people is responsible . 

Rather, Sboah illustrates that the wrld should feel a collective guilt for vere not most by--stmders? 

Sllllehrughlights that Nthere 'V8S a complicity of an entire people _ 14 .. Hopefully ( I find myself 

repeating that vord) out of the Holocaust through instrumen1S of education like Sboah ve vil1 

sengitize tt.ie , .l'Or1d not force the erection of defenses by pointing accusat::iry fingers . 

A ti.,1e, contemporuy, non-Holocaust story vhich shockg the mind reitera1es the importance 

of speaJ:ing up if not acting. A lady, named Kiey Genovese, vas irL a. courtyard of an apartment 

building irl Ne~t York City. A man 'V8S raping and beating her. She 'V8S screaming for help . 

People opened their vind0"11,'S and vat:hed . Finally, the accoster rar1 avay. A half an hour later the 

wman vas still lying on the ground unconscious. No one had bothered to call the police. No one 

had run to her aid . Tragically, the accoster returned and killed her. These people, like those vho 

kept silence d Uiing the extermination of the Jevs, are as culpable as the perpetrators. I am shocked 

vhen I hear mries like that. Haven't these by--s1anders been taught about the Holocaust and the 

dangers of collective silence? Or about the necessity of spea.Jr.irig out and of acting? 

Tragkally, the HoJocaust and Ms. Genovese's death can never be erased from history. 

Ho,rever, our inability t::i tum back time doesn't justify or enable us to forget their occumnce. The 

Poles voo ,rat:~ the Je'VS are co-conspirators; jwt as are those by-standers vho va1thed 

impassively as that helpless voman 'V8S beaten, raped and then killed . The Poles, if not most of tt.ie 

entire European community either sav, heard and/or smelled the stencb of tt.ie Jevs' burning flesh. 

7 
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Although maybe some displayed courage and helped, like Churchill and Karski, they vere enigmas. 

Tragically (I find myself repeating that voxd t>o), the •core of the Polish population didn't help the 

Je"WS, ms~ they vent on ~ling,• ~t as did those people, those by-s18nders, in the apartment 

building. 

lrt hindsight, Jr.ids, ve see that the machineries of terror and silerice are po1ent Hovever, ve 

must strive t:l make the mstrumen13 of courage stronger. We have nov en1ered an ultra-high '1akes 

political situation vhere 1en nuclear bombs can kill as many people in minu1es as Hitler needed ID do 

in years . 

Kids, you. have a special obligation t:l speak out agairist :recism and anti-semitism, t> stand 

up for vhat you belie~re is right because if ~u don't, if you "18.it t:lo long, if you choose m ignore, 

vhat and -.;;rho 'Will pre\7ent another Holocaust? Whether it's in school or out, peace-time or var-time, 

on behalf of friends or strarigers, have the courage and the faith t:l helI' -

IsWi said, "I vill give tJ-.iem an everlasting name. 11 l S N O'lft it is up t:, us t:, giv'e them an 

everlasting mea:i1irig . 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN IIEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. NY . 10021 

I 

Dr. Karl H. Stein, Ph.D. 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Dr. Stein: 

August 10, 1988 
27 Av 5748 

(2121 249-0100 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to the 50th anni­
versary of Krystallnacht. Our Honorary Chairman of the 
Board, Donald S. Day, has shared with me his response to 
you and I requested a copy of your letter to him so I would 
have the necessary details at hand. Indeed, your letter 
arrived on the very day that I received a fax of your com­
munciation of August 1, to Mr. Day. 

Be that as it may, I have now had an opportunity to review 
your request. Unfortunately, the UAHC simp does not have 
the resources to undertake a project such a you have de­
scribed. However, by coincidence, I have learned that 
Ambassador Ronald Lauder has determined to do precisely 
what you have in mind. He intends to utilize the resources 
of his own foundation to bring this p oject to reality. 
Perhaps your project can dovetail his. 

I truly wish I could be more forthcoming in responding to 
you. However, our resources really are limited for even 
so worthy an undertaking. It is my fond hope that perhaps 
you will be able to work out something with Ambassador 
Lauder. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
cc: Donalds. Day, Eso. 



P.S. You can write to Ambassador Lauder at: 

c/o Estee Lauder 
767 Fifth Ayenue 
New York, NY 10153 
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Karl H. Stein Ph . D. 

375 Washington Ave 

Glencoe II 60022 
312/835- 1178 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Arn . Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Mr Donald S. Day~ -:b~aq ~f •;:l;;herJJnion for Progressive Judaism wrote you 
recently about my plan to try and capture in sorae Yay some of the events 
taking place this Fall commemorating Kristallnacht. in Germany. He 
suggested I write to you since you apparently .plan to lead a group to 
witness so□e of these·event3 ~pver there and to explore possible ways in 
which could <;;€:);l.l.<J.bor~te;;or·..:exchange ideas on this subject. 
rr-ibbf -:Arn~ld~" lloiY'~~:Ci\iciig; ·.c~ged me to contact. the Union in the first 
place. I felt as a grandson of Rabbi Dr Alexander .Stein .who officiated 
at the Worms SYW.gogue for over 40 years and tne son of Professor 
Nathan A. Stein who headed the Oberrat der Israebten Ba.dens and founded 
the American Federation of Jews from Central Europe1it behooved me not 
let such a unique occasion, unlikely ever to be repeated in future, 
go by wi tho,ut some kind of record and documentation, if only for archival 
and historacal purposes. 

As he rightly pointed out in his letter timing is a problen;it 1-s rather 
late to mount a massive project;further~ore I will be lesving for a 
V!~i~i~§ ~tQ{t~f9ts~i~i ifv~ess than two weeks. Funding is another problem ~ ~~x~~l!f::tm:~~1q re9;ctions to .my plan to do a survey of 
participants to record some posfbly moving scenes of refugees who 
were dispersed all over the globe rediscovering old friends who they did not 
lmou had been saved and refugees _ meeting old "neighborsti ·who only lmew 
they disappeared. 

I was asked to make soiile remarks on this occasion. In Karlsruhe, Baden 
they observe the publication of the history of the Jewish contributions 
to the life of that city since its founding October 10 -17 and conn:emora te 
J(.ri~tallna.cht arotmd the beginning of lTovember. + ci1ose the for□erreriod 
for scheduling reasons since I was granted a leave og absence fron acaderaic 
duti1 es in Horway at that tine. 

I sm soliciting help to conduct these interviews wherever I can find it. 
I don I t lmow whe.tl,.er you feel your oeganiza tion or so!ae other sour-ce 
might be prrpared to ri1ake a· s□all contribution to t}ris endeavor and ,muld 
certainly welcor:1e your help in ibtaining it and your advice on how I kight 
tie in my efforts with your obviouslt r.m ch further-ranging itinerary. Hm-1ever 
I uould be glad to share my 1:asic survey instruments with your group if 
there were any prospect of fielding t hese que.gtionnaircs in other areas 
especiall;;7 in s maller co :Jmuni ties and cities with a unique his tor:,· in this 
context either on account of t he partucularly hci....-1ous crir.ies against hu.:isni t:. 
perpetrated there or an unsual degree of sabqta6e a~inst the effects of the notorious 11final solution11 by non-Jewish residents. 



I am eagerly looking firward to hearing from you, Rabbi Schindler to your 
ciliunsel and substantive help; and to hear about your itimerary in Germany. 

After August 20 my address will be: 

Hpskolesenteret 
Graduate School of Business 
P§ctl?oks 6003 
N - Mprkved- BOS¢ 

Tel. 081- 1 72nn 

Sincerely yours , 

Karl H. stein 
Emeritus Professor 
Trustee , Village of Glencoe IL 
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August 1, 1988 

Professor Karl H. Stein 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Professor Stein: 

Thank you for your letter of July 28 which I 
received this morning and read with a great deal of 
interest. 

I had given some thought to the suggestions 
you made during our telephone call about ten days ago 
so I am in a position to respond promptly to your 
letter. 

From the standpoint of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, your project is certainly an 
interesting one and worthy of some support. 
Unfortunately, the World Union is simply not in a 
financial position to do so. We are presently 
operating under severe financial constraints and need 
every dollar we can raise to meet our current 
programmatic responsibilities. It would be highly 
inappropriate of me to undertake any additional 
programming at this point of time--as worthy as it 
may be. 

You are quite correct that the time problem 
is critical. I suspect very strongly that if you had 
attempted to raise funding for your project some 
months ago, you would have been successful. On a 
last minute basis, however, it is going to be 
extremely difficult to accomplish. 

I have no idea whether the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations is in any position to contribute 
to your effort either financially or otherwise. I do 
know that Rabbi Schindler is leading a group of UAHC 
leadership to Germany in memory of the occasion that 
you seek to memorialize with your projected oral 
history from returning survivors. Whether there is 



,.. 
Professor Karl H. Stein 
August 1, 1988 
Page 2 

any synergism between your program and the UAHC trip 
is problematical but if you care to write Rabbi 
Schindler, I am sure that he will give you the 
courtesy of a response. 

He can be reached at the following address: 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy 
of this letter so that your communication will not 
come as a complete surprise to him. 

DSD:csa 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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August 1, 1988 

Professor Karl H. Stejn 
375 Washington Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Professor Stein: 

Thank you for your letter of July 28 which I received this morning and read with a great deal of interest. 

I had given some thought to the uggestions you made during our telephone call about ten days ago so I am in a position to respond promptly to your letter. 

From the standpoint of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, your project is certainly an interesting one and worthy of some support. Unfortunately, the World Union is simply not in a financial pos~tion to do so. We are presently operating under severe financial constraints and need every dollar we can raise to meet our current 
programmatic responsibilities. It would be highly inappropriate of me to undertake any additional programming at this point of time--as worthy as it may he. 

You are quite correct that the time problem is critical. I suspect very strongly that if you had attempted to raise funding for your project some months ago, you would have been successful. On a last minute basis, however, it is going to be 
extremely difficult to accomplish. 

I have no idea whether the Union of American Hebrew Congregations is in any position to contribute to your effort either financially or otherwise. I do know that Rabbi Schindler is leading a group of UAHC leadership to Germany in memory of the occasion that you seek to memorialize with your projected oral history from returning survivors. Whether there is 
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any synergism between your program and the UAHC trip is problem=tioal but if you care to write Rabbi 
Schindler, I am sure th&t he will qive you the 
courtesy of a response 

He can be reached at the fellowing addre~~= 

Unlon of American Hebrew Congre9ati on~ 
838 F "fth Avenue 
New York, NY 100?. l 

lam taking the liberty of sendina him a c nny 
of this letter so that your communication w,11 no+ 
come as a complete surprise to him. 

ery truly yours 

Dono ld S. Day /(:.JI).___ 
DSO:csa 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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Donald Day Esq. 

Ka.:t'l H. Stoin P11. D. 

375 Washington Avenue 

l encoe IL 60022 . . . 
uly 2 , 1988 

1 Fountain Plaza 
Buffako NY 

Dear •!I' ')J.y : 

I am sorry you failed to receive a letter I wrote to you s om~i.:na back ; 

I believe I ou.tlined its contents on th· .. phone: to repeat i..ould lie , , 

to sa some scanes/happonings at the commemorative 6Xernies taking plie 

in erma.ny captured for ;osteri ty by qualified ,indi'v<1duals uho have 

11 t heir command equi pment an ersonnel capab e, not so :.1u.ch o an 

ephhelilera.l fournalieic effortt. which may l&ck the sf btkety an 

be iovabili ty of a truly art istic/ senti□en tal and empa t.1ic ode 

10t to oe vu gar as .tel . e.a intrusive. h( tdea \.1ould be to take a 

sample of available commw,.itiea both metropolitan ... size a.nu sr.ia l er 

t o a n.nd villages as wel l as medii.t111"""6iied onea and org~nhe young 

aoit1.a.l researchers and vo unteers 1train ther: .. sufficient y to to o a 

credit~ole qualitative sU!'vey research project ~ete'"x,per guidilnce. 
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pos in Horthern Nori.1a.y fro m which I \Jill have e. eave o ab('!ence 

durin the month of October . 

As I told you,. most of the people whose opinion1 advice 8-t"'ld active he p 

I have solicited in recent weeks1vere quite positive abou~ the mer ~s 

of my proj ect, a;nong t11em your acquaiJttance Rabbi Arnold Holf whose .... a mily 

a o ca.o from Karlsrtine
1

my place of birth and early education, aoeit 

fovr generations earlier. 
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group he e and over ~here if you f e~l some comrno ground and cor.v(rgent 
I 

inte ests / ct vities could be ge'kl0rated betueen us. I obviousl y cannot 

so late n the ama r0a.ch out all over t.i1e country . I a l resdy contacted 

the Insti tute for Social R&$ 4'8.rch at Frankfurt University but have had 
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o undeert,a.ke not op:90se such modes d sci.' et fforts t reco a in sorJJ subtle 

\.fays ' eve t that may be uni que n never t o be r epeat ed i n account of 
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b keaving here f flr gian a asign~ nt in t.'1c m • dd a of /!. u,st 

ll t e:r 

Ho a, 

Look~ . f 

·····...:,.....,.•-········ ····-- .......... . . 

111y addres ,,.i 

r- l l,fge Grad.School ~ B iness Admil: s 

ouu 
t1~rkve - ~ 

081 1 7 

rd to hearing from ou d/or Rabbi Sc 1n er or o na ~, 

n adv ,. wi n r.iany thanks for anyt,h-1 g you ca.n 1 dt; 

to help, 

S oerel yo rs, 

rf /(.[:· 
,, ~r i tu Pror ssor 

~ uat e , Village o Gl ncoe !L 

• 

J 

TOTAL P.06 
---- ·· --



~,tu..-~ 
L E O B i\ E C K I N ~;T I T U T E 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 

January 13, 1988 
MKG/31 /8- FG 

Hebre~v Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90007-3796 

Dear Rabbi Kaelter: 

:Vlax Grut>rw¼aid 
Honorarv President 

Yosef HaYim ) i-- ru,;haimi 
• President 
Fran.r. \\ .inkl,·r 
~ i, ·p l'residenc 

Frt>d \\ ·. Lt'os in~ 
Chairman uf tire Board 

and Trea _surer 

Fred Grubd 
::5 1-'crera n 

I che:ked the letter which you sent to Dr. Ismar Schorsch 
on October 27,with one of the leading members of the -
Jewi sh community of Berlin who, incidentally, is an 
American. His answer is as follows: 

... if there is no tablet commemorating Leo Baeck 
his memory is kept al i ve in the community , which 
is more important. There is practically no cele­
bration of whichever kind at the community center 
without the name of Leo Baeck being mentioned. I 
dare say that there is no organization in the whole 
world - including the Leo Baeck Institute - where 
again and again the memory of the great late Berlin 
rabbi is so purposefully brought to the attention 
not only of the present Jewish, but also the non­
Jewish pubJic. 

Stil 1, somethi n'g should _be done and - I promise -
will be done about a panel to honor Leo Baeck. 

I think this answer speaks for itself and you can be satis­
fied that once such a Leo Baeck tablet is mounted in Berlin, 
it may be due to your initiative. Repeated thanks and 
kindest regards, 

Sincerely~-,_/ > 
I.. • ./. - ·· 

Fred Grubel 
Secretary 



Dear Albert: 

November 19, 1987 
27 Heshvan 5748 

Thank you for the information regardinffthe Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. 
I have reassured Wollie Kaelter that you are looking into the matter 
personally, after having brought it to the attention of Ernst Stein in 
Berlin. Wollie also wrote to Fred who contacted me and I've brought 
Fred up-to-date. Since I had written to Galinski I suggested perhaps 
do so as well. Pressure from many sources never hurts. 

I have been advised that chuppah poles are safely in our basement. I 
don't know if Bob's family walked off with a second talith or if the 
one you inadvertently took was the one used for the chuppah -- a white 
tallith with blue trim and some wool in the cloth -- but I'll double 
check with Bob. Jane Evans has already instructed staff to purchase a 
new tallith for use as a chuppah and Bob has noted he is sending a gift 
to the Union for use of the chapel so I'm certain the costs will be 
covered. As for the talith you took - wear it in good health, consider 
it a gift from all of us to you. 

Knowing how bad the mail can be, you may hear from me and Rhea before 
this reaches you. We'll be stopping in London en route to the World 
Zionist Congress. But contact or not, we both send love to you and all 
your gals. 

Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Westminister Synagogue 
Kent House, Rutland Gardens 
Kndghtsbridge, London SW7 1BX 
England 

Sincerely, 

Alexander ' • Schindler 



\\ 

WESTMINSTER SYNAGOGUE 
Kent House, Rutland Gardens, Knightsbridge, London sw7 rnx 

Telephone : 01-584 3953 

fro 111 Rabbi Albert H. Friedlander, Ph.D. 
12th November,1987 

Rabbi AM Schindler, 
President, UAHC, 
838 Fi fth Avenue, 
New York NY 10021, U.S.A. 

Dear Alex, 

I have written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the 
Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. As it happens, I will be 
in Berlin in about ten days time and I will look into 
this personally. Do reassure Wollie Kaelter. 

I am sure your brilliant address in Chicago received 
the applause it deserved, and that you returned happy 
and with new strength for the many tasks ahead. I do 
regret not being able to come but we returned to London 

right after Robert's wedding. 

In connection with the wedding I am most grateful that 
the Chapel was provided. One point still worries me. 
We used a Talith over four poles and I have the feeling 
that these were then taken away by the bridal party. 
However, I inadvertently took away a Talith which was 
lying in the Chapel itself. Do let me know to whom I 
should send a cheque to cover the cost for this - I do 
not want to worship in the temple with pledged garmentst 

With much affection from all of us to all of you. The 
theatre is having a good season in London and I hope that 
you and Rhea will be with us again in the very near future. 

As ever, c~ 
Albert H. Friedlander 
AHF/rmh 



Memo From the desk of 

EDITH J . MILLER 

the chuppah poles are here .. tallith is ~r/ 
missinq - not sure it's the one albert /~ / \ . ' \'" / 

took -- where can we reach bob s? have an 1
, ✓ 

old number-----think someone in wedding party 
1
\ f 

took it and jane has asked merrie m to purchas~­

new one---- it was expensive and she feels ~ 

should be paid for -- if albert took another one 

b'vakasha ... he should keep ... ;UC~ 
I 



Rabb1 Wo111 Kaelter 
Hebrew Union College-

Jewish Institute of Rel1gton 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

Dear Wo111: 

November 16, 1987 
24 Heshvan 5748 

Just a brief note to advise that I have heard from Albert Friedlander 
who indicates he has written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the Leo 
Baeck Memorial Tablet. He will also be in Berlin within ten days and 
will look into the matter personally. He asked me to reassure you and 
tell you he will follow-up on the situation and keep us posted. 

With wann regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



.,. 

Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Westminster Synagogue 
Rutland Gardens 
London SW77 lBX 
England 

Dear Albert: 

November 5, 1987 

The enclosed is self-explanatory. See what can be done, and let me know. 

AS:jc 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Heinz Galinski 
President 
Der Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin 
79/80 Fasanenstrasse 
Berl in 1000 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Dear Mr. Galinski: 

November 5, 1987 

I was shocked to lea~n, via a recent letter from a colleague, Wolli Kaelter, that the Memorial Court of the Juedisches Gemeindehaus in Berlin makes ab­solutely no mention of Leo Baeck. That is inexplicable to me, an oversight that cannot be permitted. 

As you know, Dr. Baeck was closely associated with the Fasanenstrasse Syn­agogue, which makes this omission all the more reprehensible. 

Please let me knww what you intend to do about it. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AS:jc 



Rabbi Wolli Kae1ter 
Hebrew Union College-JIR 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Holli: 

November 5, 1987 

I was shocked by the content of your October 27 letter, and I will write 
to Galinski at once. I also intend to send a copy of your letter to 
Albert Friedlander in the hope that our European colleagues can put 
some pressure on him. 

Warm regards. 

Cordially. 

Rabbi Alexander ~. Schindler 

AS:jc 



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

3077 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90007-3796 

(213) 749-3424 

October 21; 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex; 

I am writing to you to share a shocking experience which I 

had when I visited the Juedisches Gemeinde in Berlin on Erev 

Yorn Kippur, a few weeks ago. 

I entered the Memorial Court dedicated to the 60,000 Berlin 

Jews deported to the camps. The names of these camps are 

engraved on the center wall. On a side wall a plaque honors Otto 

Hirsch and Heinrich Stahl, two outstanding leaders of the 

community. There is another tablet near the entrance; in 

memoriam of Richard Tauber and Joseph Schmidt, two great singers. 

In vain; did I look for any memorial of Rabbi Leo Baeck. 

When I went to the office to inquire; Heinz Galinski; the 

president of the Berlin Germeinde for the past 40 years happened 

to be there. so; I addressed my question to him. He told me 

that in Berlin there is a Leo Baeck Grand Lodge of B'nai B'rith 

and a Leo Baeck Home for the Aged. 

When I pressed further and asked; how it was possible for 

this center of Jewish life in Berlin to lack a Baeck memorial, he 

became quite defensive and pleaded that he was occupied with Kol 

Nidre preparations and could not be bothered. "Besides", he 

said, "we have a large photograph of Rabbi Baeck in one of the 

meeting rooms upstairs". I checked and indeed; there it was in 

an extension of the restaurant, sharing the wall with Albert 

Einstein. 

What I find particularly irksome here is that, to the best 

of my recollection; no synagogue in Berlin was more identified 

with Leo Baeck than the Fasanenstrasse S nagogue - the very site 

on which the Juedisches ~Gemeindehaus has been erected. 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
October 27; 1987 
Page two 

I am addressing this letter to you because I believe that 
you may share a measure of my outrage at this neglect and that 
you may want amends to be made. If this is so; please express 
your sentiments by writing to: Heinz Galinski, President der 
Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin, 79 /80~ Fasanenstrasse, Berlin reran, 
·Federal Republic of Germany. I would appreciate receivrng a copy 
or - your letter. 

Many thanks for your consideration. Warms regards. 

Faithfully, 

\.._>-...)~ 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 



~dith J. Miller November 16, 1987 
Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 

LEO BAECK MEMORIAL/BERLIN 

Your letter of November 12, together with a copy of Rabbi Wolli Kaelter's letter of October 27 reached our office today. You should know that when Alex heard from Rabbi Kaelter there was no indication that he had also 
contacted you. Alex wrote to Heinz Galinski and he also shared the Kaelter letter with Albert Friedlander and asked him to look into the situation. 
A letter from Albert arrived today and he notes: 
11 I have written to Ernst Stein in Berlin about the Leo Baeck Memorial Tablet. As it happens, I will be in Berlin in about ten days time and I 
will look into this personally. Do reassure Wo11i Kaelter." 

Should we hear anyth1ng futther we will let you know. In the meantime, you might also write directly to Galinski. 

Warm regards. 



THE PRESIDENT 

~ 'vi17]J A 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE· CINCINNATI. OHIO 45220·2488 
(513) 221-1875 

November 12, 1987 

Enclosed please find a letter from Rabbi Wolli Kaelter. I 
fully endorse his sentiments on the subject of a proper memorial for 
Leo Baeck in Berlin. I believe that you and I should write a joint 
letter to Mr. Galinski, expressing our joint concern. I will be 
happy to sign any letter which you formulate in this connection. 

With all best wishes, 

AG/ns 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Al<!l::-:t scha 1 k 



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati • New York • Los Angeles • lerusalem 

October 27; 1987 

Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 

Hebrew Union College 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati; OH 45220 

Dear Fred; 

3077 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90007•3796 

(213) 749·3424 

It was wonderful seeing you last week. Your Azkovot for 

Walter Bucky and the Sonderlings were marvelous and moving. 

This letter is a follow-up on our brief conversation in 

order to share more fully with you the shocking experience which 

I had when I visited the Jueshiches Gemeindehaus in Berlin on 

Erev Yorn Kippur a few weeks ago. 

I entered the Memorial Court dedicated to the 60;000 Berlin 

Jews deported to the camps. The names of these camps are 

engraved on the center wall. On a side wall a plaque honors Otto 

Hirsch and Heinrich Stahl ; two outstanding leaders of the 

community. There is another tablet near the entrance; in 

memoriam of Richard Tauber and Joseph Schmidt; two great singers. 

In vain; did I look for any memorial of Rabbi Leo Baeck. 

When I went to the o f fice to inquire; Heinz Galinski; the 

president of the Berlin Germeinde for the past 40 years happened 

to be there. so; I addressed my question to him. He told me 

that in Berlin there is a Leo Baeck Grand Lodge of B'nai B'rith 

and a Leo Back Home for the Aged. 

When I pressed further and asked; how it was possible for 

this center of Jewish life in Berlin to lack a Baeck memorial, he 

became quite defensive and pleaded that he was occupied with Kol 

Nidre preparations and could not be bothered. "Besides", he 

said, "we have a large photograph of Rabbi Baeck in one of the 

meeting rooms upstairs". I checked and indeed, there it was in 

an extension of the restaurant, sharing the wall with Albert 

Einstein. 



Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 
October 21; 1987 
Page two 

What I find particularly irksome here is that; to the best 
of my recollection, no synagogue in Berlin was more identified 
with Leo Baeck than the Fasanenstrasse Synagogue - the very site 
on which the Juedisches Gemeindehaus has been erected. 

I am addressing this letter to you because I believe that 
you may share a measure of my outrage at this neglect and that 
you may want amends to be made. If this is so; please express 
your sentiments by writing to: Heinz Galinski; President der 
Juedischen Gemeinde Berlin, 79/80 Fasanenstrasse; Berlin 1000, 
Federal Republic of Germany. I would appreciate receiving a copy 
of your letter. 

Many thanks for your consideration. Warms regards. 

Faithfully; 

~ ~ 

Rabbi Wolli Kaelter 



425 PARK AVENUE 

NEW Y ORK , N .Y. 10022 

January 20, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I read Dennis Moss's memorandum "Child 
Naming And The Holocaust" with great interest. Of 
course, in principle, the idea of naming a child 
after a victim of the Holocaust is a good one. How­
ever, I think one hasto be careful not to stigmatize 
a particular set of names as "Holocaust" names. As 
I am sure you will recall, during the Third Reich, 
the Germans required Jews to add either Israel or 
Sarah to their names. Thus, it seems to me that the 
concept needs to be further developed. 

For example, one might start by urging 
parents to name children after relatives who perished 
during the Holocaust. This would give the child a 
direct link with his or her past. If the family in 
question is fortunate enough not to have had relatives 
in Europe during the war, I would suggest providing a 
comprehensive list of heroic (either in the spiritual 
or the physical sense, or both) individuals of the 
Holocaust era with whom the child would be able to 
identify. It is particularly important, in my opinion, 
that the child not view the person after whom he or she 
is named as merely a victim. In other words, we must 
be careful not to revive the "sheep to the slaughter" 
sterotype. 

I would be happy to discuss this proposal 
at greater length with you at your convenience. Since 
we shall both be in Israel next week for the General 
Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, perhaps we shall 
have the opportunity to have a chat at that time. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely yours, ~ j f_ ✓t,_ .--

Menache~ 



, 

Dr. Menachem Rosensaft 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Menachem: 

. ' 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 26, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advancing the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it. I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this eealm. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



c.,~,pr,~;i·o.,):J1il iilN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
21 EAST 40th STREET • N E W YO R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 1 6-0 5 0 1 • (212) 684-4990 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

January 29, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Dan has sent over a photostat of your letter to me of December 17 conveying 
the idea of Reform Jewish babies taking on the name of someone who perished 
in the Holocaust in addition to their own name. When I first received it, 
I sent it out to a number of committee people and others in the CCAR asking 
their reaction. To date, I don't believe I've received any replies at all. 

Let me give you my own reaction. I think it is a case of tofasta meruba. 

I have been described as "hung up on the Holocaust". That is probably true. 
I do brood about it a good deal, living, after all, with a wife whose mother 
and father both perished in Auschwitz, and being constantly aware, particularly 
at simcha times of the absence of a whole set of grandparents. This sadness 
and bitterness informs a great deal of what I do and what I am. 

My first reaction to the suggestion was a chill. 

I thought of why and what I come out with, on the rational level, is that if 
there is any point in the so-called life cyc]e that ought to be one of utter 
joy and untrammeled hope, that point is birth . 

Nothing angers me more than people who say we shouldn't "dwell on the Holocaust" 
etc. However, I think we do well to listen to the wise words of Ed Friedman who, 
in a major address to the CCAR at our convention in Los Angeles in 1983, talked 
about the necessity to look up and out to new horizons and warned that an 
excessive focus on the Holocaust could threaten ou~ capacity to do so, dimming 
our vision and literally as well as figuratively lowering our sights to such 
an extent that horizons could not be seen. 

Finally, I tried the idea out on Agathe. I was very careful to present it 
completely neutrally and, since she feels such a kinship with you, as your 
proposal. I'm satisfied that I gave no indication of my own reaction. Agathe 
responded quite negatively, declaring it a misjoinder. She had some very 
interesting things to say and if you have the time and want to pursue this a 
little further, a telephone conversation with her about it might be informative. 

OFFICERS: 
Rabbi Jack Stern, President 
Scarsdale, NY 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Vice President 
Chevy Chase, MD 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Martin S. Weiner, Treasurer 
San Francisco, CA 

Rabbi Albert Plotkin, Recording Secretary 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Rabbi Murray I. Rothman, Financial Secretary 
Newton, MA 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
Cincinnati, OH 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Page two 

January 29, 1986 

Generally, Alex, it's too grim. There is something heroic and challenging 
and life-affirming to the twinning of our Bar and Bat Mitzvah kids with 
children in the Soviet Union. There is something sweet about naming a child 
after a dead ancestor, again, in a way life-affirming. But somewhere I find 
a line drawn between that and the current proposal, and I personally couldn't 
endorse it. Of course, you have asked for the endorsement of the CCAR, and 
I will still await reactions of the people in the CCAR whom I have considered 
appropriate to express a judgment. This is only my personal opinion. 

Warm good wishes. 

Shal~m,\ 

L:()€/ 
Joseph B. Glaser 

V 
JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Daniel Syme, Rabbi Jack Stern 



Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
£EAi 
21 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Joe: 

15 Tevet 5746 
December 27, 1985 

The enclosed proposal was recently sent to me. Briefly, it suggests 
a national program w1th1n our Reform Movement to preserve the memory 
of victims of the Holocaust. 

As you read the proposal, you will note that the writer suggests 
that Jewish parents give their new born infants two Hebrew names, 
one of which would be the name of a Holocaust martyr. 

I know that Dan Syme has shared the basic ideaswith you, and that 
you - as have others - expressed some ambivalence about this practice. 
Indeed, some staff members here shared that same uneasiness in our 
internal discussions of the idea. 

Still, on balance, we have tome to the conclusion that this effort 
could be extremely meaningful and deeply moving for those families 
who choose to participate. 

Of one thing I am certain. The project can only be considered as a 
joint undertaking of the Union and the Conference. It will require 
rabbinic advocacy. It will necessitate a special liturgy. Above 
all, it will mandate sensitivity to the feelings of both rabbi and 
parents. 

In the first instance, then, I hope that you will bring the idea to 
an appropriate CCAR body, whether a committee or the executive. 
Assuming that the program is endorsed, I wo8ld then like to form a 
small committee to establish a mechanism for its implementation. There 
are many details to be worked out; securing the names, developing the 



., 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
December 27 • 1985 
Page two 

liturgy, creating a special certificate, just to name a few. 

If at all possible, I would like to bring a total program to the 
UAHC Board for approval in May, just prior to our departure for 
Israel. Should we decide to proceed, I can think of no better 
place to announce the program than 1n Jerusalem. 

Best wishes to you and Ag for a wonderful 1986. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 



j 

American Gathering 

BENJAMIN MEED 
President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

R-

of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
ilU1~9il n•lNW 1111119 01p111nNll:Y 1111Mp1111nM 

January 16, 1986 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Memorandum of 
Dennis Moss. 

While I don't consider myself to be an expert on the sub­
ject of naming of Jewish children, anything which could be 
done in a dignified way for the cause of remembrance of 
the Holocaust will always be seen by me as positive. 

In addition, it seems to me that a statement could be 
prepared to be read at the time of the "naming" and kept 
for the child to have which explains the significance of 
the name and the history of its origin. I think this would 
add to the meaning. 

I am sure that your committee will have additional ideas 
on this matter. 

With best regards and I appreciate your asking my opinion 
on this matter. 

Cordially, 

cf}::;:~ Meed 

BM/mw 

122 WEST 30TH STREET • SUITE 205 • NEW YORK N. Y. 10001 • (212) 239-4230 
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Mr. Benjamin Meed 
WAGRO 
871 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Ben: 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 24, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advanciug the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it? I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this realm. 

With llarm good wishes. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



DENN I S ,.-_ MOSS 

PHIL JP D . t SRA ELS 

LAW OFF I CES OF 

IsRAELs & Moss 
! 2650 R IV ER5 10E ORIVE 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFOR...""rIA 91607-3492 

16 16 ) 964•3950 • , 2 13 ) 677 • 0663 

124 H,. ., ; a , 91 7 S3-5509 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: RABBI ALEX SCHINDLER 

FROM: DENNIS MOSS 

DATE: OCTOBER 29, 1985 

RE: CHILD NAMING AND THE HOLOCAUST 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: · 

O F COUNSE:L 

M I CHA EL J . P'\.IARV f D 

PI--I ILJ P G . M IL -ER 

ELA,N E su~AN 

As a child of survivors and the parent of two children with 
a third on the way, I am quite concerned with the impact the 
passage of time has had and will have on Jewish awareness of the 
Holocaust. As my parents get along in years., and their mortality 
faces me, I wonder what future generations will have to relate 
to in contemplating and understanding the Holocaust. 

I am afraid that absent personalization of humanity's 
greatest tragedy, the Holocaust to my children's generation and 
future generations will have as little significance as Custer's 
last stand. 

As a consequence of · my feelings, I would like to propose 
that a tradition be started. 

The tradition I am about to pro?ose involves the naming of 
Jewish children. Before I give the details of my proposal, I 
think it is important to relate my very rudimentary understanding 
of the naming process in Jewish tradition. It is my understanding 
that there are no precepts of Jewish law that require naming 
children after living or deceased relatives. The Askenazim had 
believed at one time that it was improper to name a child after 
a living person because somehow this would rob that person of 
their essence. At one time Jewish belief held that it was improper 
to name a person after someone who is deceased. In certain periods 

of Jewish history it was common to name children after living 
relatives, and among the Sephardim, this remains a current practice. 

I 



During the Diaspora Jews have often adopted first names 
from the cultures they were a part of, retaining Jewish names 
within the Jewish community . Michael Cohen to his secular 
colleagues,is Mosh e Ben Yacov when called to the Tor.ah. 
(In Inside Outside Herman Wouk's protagonist discusses this 
practice at some length.) With the advent of the resettling of 
Israel, early Zionists had, and to some extent modern ctay 
Zionists have, Hebraicizecttheir Diaspora names as a symbol of 
their act of disassimilation from the cultures which claimed 
them during the Diaspora (e.g. David Ben-Gurion Hebra.td::t~ec(.\ t:Uis 
Polish last name of Grun). 

In the cultural milieu I find myself presently (A California 
"Valley Jew" if there ever was one ) , naming patterns have been 
hard to follow. Biblical names have been popular such as: Sarah, 
Rebecca, Joshua, Jacob, David. Heorew names have been popular 
such as: Ari, Avi, Dov, Vered. Names associated with first 
generation American Jews have surfaced such as: Sammy, Max, 
Sophie, Pearl. 

, 
The only discernible pattern seems to be the use of the first 

initial of a deceased relative as the first initial of a child's 
first or middle name, or the use of a deceased relative's name 
as a child's middle name. 

This last mentioned pattern of naming, using an initial or 
name from a deceased relative is the practice from which my pro­
posal emanates. The purpose of this practice seems to be the 
perpetuation of the memory of a beloved relative. The giver of 
the name or initial is reminded of their departed relative with 
every utterance of the name, and there is not a person alive who 
doesn't repeatedly inquire about the source of their names and 
the lives of the people they were named for. 

Given the discernible reasons names have been chosen and 
changed over the years, given the phenomena of inside/outside 
names, and given the ascendancy of the baby naming practice in 
synagogue life, I see the possibilities of organized Jewry using 
the naming of a child as a useful means of perpetuating Holocaust 
sensitivity. Many possibilities come to mind, all of which are 



tied into the use of the names of those who have perished. One 
such possibility follows: 

At the ceremony in which a child is given a Hebrew name, 
the child can be g i ven a "Holocaust" name as well. This name 
would be of a person who perished with a similar or like first 
name. If the parents give their child a Biblical name such as 
Rachel or an ~.merican name such as Rory, that is Hebr~icized 
to Rachel, the child's name certificate which references the 
Hebrew name can have an attachment that references a particular 
Holocaust nan1ei3ake with a statement that discusses the Holocaust. 
A rough example would be the following: 

"Rachel was the namesake of many Jews who perished during 
the Holocaust because they were Jewish. One such Rachel was 
Rachel Cohen. She was born in Czechoslovakia in 1935. Her 
father was a pharmacist. She perished in Auschwitz concentration 
camp in 1944 before her ninth birthday because of man's inhumanity 
to man. By naming you Rachel today, [date], we are reaffirming 
our Jewish heritage, and assuring the world that as Jews we have 
survived and will continue to do so. Our children and our 
children's children will nob forget the Holocaust, and the 
memory of those 'who perished will live forever." 

Given the fact that many who perished during the Holocaust 
had Diaspora names, the attachment can reflect an American name 
tied into a Diasoora "name" namesake. An ~...rnerican "Mark" can be 
tied into an Italian Jew who perished named Marco, or a German, 
Polish, Russian, Czech, or Rumanian Jew who perished with a name 
which, when t.!:"anslated1 is "Mark". 

In selecting namesakes, with the resources of Holocaust centers, 
it may be possible to find victims from the same area of Europe 
that the child's mothers's or father's family is from. 

The name tie in can later be used in religious school studies 
of the Holocaust. 

CONCLUSION 

It is clear tha.t names have served a variety of purposes 
throughout Jewish history - assimilation, disassimilation, remem­
brance, honor the departed, biblical hero identification etc .. 



The foregoing proposal intends to constructively focus 
the naming process. Please consider the proposal and direct it 
to appropriate committees within the Union. If you anticipate 
possible committee or Union action on this concept, please 
include me in the process. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my ideas. 

Vey truly yours, 

:___:, J,Mr~ 
ennis F. Moss 



Boston University 
University Professors 
745 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 
617 /353-4566 

Elie Wiesel, Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities 

January 8, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
U. A. H. C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thanks for your letter. Years 
and years ago I suggested that a name 
of a victim be added to the child~s. . . \ 
so, I am in favor. 

With best wishes, I am , 

Sincerely yours, 
/ I • , 

tfa IJ U:/~C/u-tr 
Elie Wiesel 

EW/mlh 



l, 
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Mr. Elie Wiesel 
239 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10024 

Dear Elie: 

14 Tevet 5746 
December 26, 1985 

The Reform Movement is thinking of advancing the ideas contained 
in the enclosed memo. What is your reaction to it? I write 
because I value your counsel, especially in this rlalm. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 




