
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996. 
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996. 

 
 

 
 
 

Box     Folder 
                5             7 
 
 

Interreligious Presidents Advisory Committee on Interreligious 
Affairs, 1986-1995. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 



























































































































































































OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG 
4800 Union Deposit Road • P.O. Box 2153 • Harrisburg, PA 17105-2153 
(717) 657-4804 / 652-3920 

May 8, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Many, many thanks for your thoughtful letter of May 
2, 1989, and for your telephone call on May 5. 

I am most grateful for your friendship and, of 
course, fully understand the important meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of the UAHC which requires your presence on May 
23rd. 

Because all our bishops should be in Baltimore for 
the bicentennial celebration scheduled for Sunday, November 
5, I am working with Doctor Gene Fisher to find the right 1\ 
person to recommend to you for participation in the program 
scheduled for Sunday, November 5, at 10:00 a.m. 

With warm and cordial wishes always, I remain 

cc: Doctor Eugene Fisher 

Very sincerely yours, 

Most Rev. William H. Keeler 
Archbishop-designate of Baltimore 
Episcopal Moderator for the 
Catholic-Jewish Relations 
Secretariat 



• 

May 2, 1989 

The Most Reverend William H. Keeler 
Archbishop-Designate of Baltimore 
P.O. Box 2153 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2153 

Dear Bil 1: 

Your personal invitation to attend your installation as 
Archbishop of Baltimore meant a great deal to me. I am 
honored and delighted by this thoughtful expression of 
friendship. Because it means so much to me, I am all the 
more distressed that I am unable to share in this milestone 
occasion with you. 

The Board of Trustees of the UAHC will be meeting at the 
same time as your installation and our staff will begin 
a meeting the evening of May 23rd. Thus, as you can see, 
it is simply not possible to be in Baltimore. From afar 
I express my warm good wishes. I know you will serve the 
historic See of Baltimore with great dignity, devotion and 
dedication. 

On another matter, 8111. You will recall out invitation to 
participate in the firthcoming UAHC Biennial Convention to 
be held in New Orleans, November 2-6, 1989. Since you are 
unable to be with us, I thought perhaps you might have be 
able to suggest a Roman Catholic Clergyman in the New Orleans 
area who might partitipate in a program on Sunday, No~ember 5 
at 10:00 a.m. The discussion will deal with Catholic-Jewish 
Relations so we obviously wish to have someone knowledgeable 
in this area. Any suggestions you can share will be much 
appreciated. 

Again. my warm and hearty mazal tov! 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I I DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG 
4800 Union Deposit Road • P.O. Box 2153 • Harrisburg, PA 17105-2153 
(717)~7-48g,4/652-3920 

OFFICE OF 1HE BISHOP 

April 25, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Pope John Paul II has called me to serve the 
historic See of Baltimore and the installation has been set 
for Tuesday, May 23, 1989, at 3:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of 
Mary Our Queen, 5300 North Charles Street, Baltimore, 
Maryland. ").JZ,.[0 

Prior to the installation, a private luncheon will 
be served to the cardinals and bishops in attendance and to 
members of my family. You also will be invited to this 
luncheon. 

A formal invitation will be sent in several weeks. 
While recognizing that you are indeed faced with many 
commitments, I thought you might be interested in this 
opportunity for a reunion of colleagues in dialogue and 
concern. 

With sentiments of esteem and all cordial wishes, I 
remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

Most Rev. William H. Keeler 
Archbishop-designate of Baltimore 
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Auciust 13, 1986 
8 Av 5746 

C. Dale White, Resident Bishop 
The United Methodist Church 
252 Bryant Avenue 
White Plains, NY lC605' 

Dear 8ishop White: 

Thank you for your letter of August 11 and the various materials 
on the important work being undertaken by The United Methodist 
Church in connection with the nuclear arms crisis. You arc to 
be commended on the pastoral letter and on your plans to call a 
National Religious Leadership Convocation. This will, I am cer
tain, be a very Important gatherin~. 

While I am impressed by your plans, I m~self cannot accept your 
invitation to a planning session for such a Convocation on 
September 12. A speakin engagement In behalf of the Union fi§ 
American Hebrew Conqregations on that date precludes my being 
with you. If you wish me to name a respresentative to the olanning 
group I will be pleased to do so. There are two staff members who 
come to mind immeidately and if you agree to a substitute I will 
eetermine the schedule of both parties and let you know who will 
attend the meeting in my behalf. I willr of course. share all of 
the materials you provided with that person. 

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. 1chind1er 



The United Methodist Church New York and Troy Annual Conference, 

New York Area (Eastern New York , Vermont , West/Central Connecticut) 

252 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, New York 10605 Telephone: 914 684-6922 

C. Dale White 
Resident Bishop 

August 11. 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler. President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform) 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York. NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The pastoral letter addressing the nuclear arms crisis sent 
by the Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church has 
attracted unprecedented attention. both in the media and in 
governmental circles. The letter will be read this September 
from the pulpits of 40.000 United Methodist Churches and the 
Foundation Document studied intensively. 

A number of religious leaders have requested that we build 
upon the impact of our pastoral letter and take initiative to 
develop an ecumenical strategy for peacemaking at this critical 
moment in our history. At a strategy session held on July 10th 
at Wainwright House. consensus quickly emerged favoring a 
National Religious Leadership Convocation. along the lines of 
the attached proposal. Our Council of Bishops called for such a 
Convocation. and others have discussed the possibility of a 
religious summit meeting. 

Would you be willing to serve as a member of a small. 
covenantal group of initiators to explore the need and nature of 
such a Convocation? Since several key leaders will be present 
in New York City for the Executive Ccmmittee of the NCCC on 
September 12. we are suggesting an exploratory breakfast meeting 
in the City at 8:00 a.m. on that day. Please let me know 
whether you are able to serve and whether you can clear your / 
schedule to be with us. 

Sincerely yours. 

White. Resident Bishop 
k Area 

CDW/b 



PROPOSAL FOR A U. S. INTERFAI'ni LEADERSHIP CONVOCATION 
OH RELIGIClJS FAI'ni. NUCLEAR ARMS. AND THE BUMAN FUTURE 

Why a Convocation Now? 

The necessary but draining task of opposing each new weapons systan and 
regressive policy proposal has kept the peace movement (feligious and secular) 
in a reactive posture. It has been extraordinarily difficult t-o assert posi
tive peacemaking proposals or to confront the presuppositions that humanity 
must be forever at risk in a bipolarized world. or that peace can be maintained 
by constantly increasing nuclear stockpiles. 

Many of our national religious bodies have developed and asserted alterna
tive perspectives and presuppositions concerning the possibilities of inter
national relationships. the processes of peacemaking. and the characteristics 
of a peaceful world. Our religious communities embody the pervasive channels 
of communication. the ethnic. social and racial diversity. and the sheer 
numbers with which to impact the political process. Yet U. S. policies 
continue to increase the likelihood of nuclear disaster. 

Why Religious Leaders? 

The critical additional element necessary for effectiveness of the 
religious canmunity in the political arena is the establishment of a new locus 
of authority which can bring coherence to the many denaninational position 
statements. which can establish its own "ground" above the arena of conven
tional political debate. which can affirm advocacy by citizens at local levels. 
and which can personify the religious canmitment to peace. 

A national convocation of prelate and executive-level religious leaders 
would serve as a first step in developing action strategies and organizational 
mechanisms for acting in concern. and would be a public declaration of the 
intention of the leaders to devote the influence of their offices and the 
necessary time. talent and energy to end the blasphemous threat to all earthly 
creation. With this unified practical and symbolic leadership. our religious 
institutions could become the persuasive and pervasive channels through which 
new energy and canmitment for a peaceful world could flow. 

The Work of the Convocation. 

The Convocation would be a working meeting of two to four days which would 
include presentations on biblical/theological stances and on upcoming legisla
tive issues and presidential actions related to nuclear policies. The majority 
of the time would be spent on planning. based on specific questions: 

1. What are the basic. can.moo elements in our positions on which we can 
unite in this ongoing work? 



2. What is the most effective role we. as religious leaders. can play in 
the struggle to end the nuclear arms race? 

3. What sorts of organizational mechanism(s) will enable us more effec
tively to mobilize the interfaith canmunity? 

4. What immediate and long-range steps will we take? 

The event would end with a service of canmitment to the defense of the creation 
and to reclaiming the resources of God's earth for the purposes of justice. 

An Ongoing Organization for Action . 

It is hoped that the Convocation would stimulate the founding of sanething 
like a "National Interfaith Leadership Coalition to Reverse the Arms Race." A 
primary task of such a coalition could be to initiate. resource. and support 
interfaith teams at state and congressional district levels for peace ,ministry 
with opinion-shapers (media editorial policy boards) and decision-makers 
(members of Congress). Leaders of the Coalition could conduct an ongoing peace 
ministry with Administration leaders and nationally influential news media. 

Convocation Planning and Design. 

Prior to the Convocation. the Delphi process can be used to establish 
consensus on a coalition of the position statements of our national religious 
bodies and to generate new options for action strategies. At the Convocation. 
participants would assess. affirm and apportion the different elements of the 
strategy. 

A small group of religious leaders could act as initiators. securing 
approximately twenty prelates/religious executives to serve as an executive 
committee. That committee would invite 200-250 participants. seeking highest 
level religious leadership from across a broad theological and political 
spectrum. Denaninational executives with responsibilities for peace and inter
national relations would serve as a secretariat to oversee design and planning. 
A small administrative staff would be needed. 

Resources. 

The Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington (composed of the 
prelate/executive leadership of the Catholic. Jewish. Muslim and Protestant 
bodies of the area) has offered to perform whatever host functions might be 
needed. 

An additional resource is the Dumbarton Ecumenical Peace Ministry. based 
in Washington. The staff of three persons experienced in work with religious 
bodies and social change. and well-known in Washington interfaith circles. is 
ready -- if so desired -- to serve under the direction of the Secretariat as 
the administrative staff. The service would be without compensation. as the 
ministry raises its own operating funds from interested individuals and 
foundations. 



PROPOSAL FOR A U. S. INTERFAI'lli LEADERSHIP OONVOCATION 

Leaders invited to September 12 exploratory meeting 

The Rev. James E. Andrews 
The Presbyterian Church 
475 Riverside Drive. Room 1201 
New York. NY 10115 

Most. Rev. Edmond L. Browning 
Presiding Bishop 
The Episcopal Church 
815 Second Avenue 
New York. NY 10017 

The Rev. Joan B. Campbell 
Executive Director. U. S. Office 
World Council of Churches 
475 Riverside Drive. Room 1062 
New York. NY 10115 

The Rev. Robert C. Campbell 
General Secretary 
American Baptist Churches in the USA 
P.O. Box 851 
Valley Forge. PA 19481 

Prioress Joan Chittister. O.S.B. 
Mount St. Benedict Priory 
6101 East Lake Road 
Erie. PA 16511 

Dr. William Sloane Coffin 
The Riverside Church 
490 Riverside Drive 
New York. NY 10027 

The Reverend Kara Cole 
The Friends United Meeting 
101 Quaker Hill Drive 
Richmond. IN 47374 

Bishop Philip R. Cousin 
President. Council of Bishops 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 2140 
Jacksonville. FL 32203 

Bishop James R._ Crumley. Jr. 
The Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton 
Diocese of Detroit 
1234 Washington Boulevard 
Detroit. MI 48226 

His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos 
President. Archdiocesan Council 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
8-10 East 79th Street 
New York. NY 10021 

Dr. Robert W. Neff 
General Secretary 
Church of the Brethren 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin. IL 60210 

Dr. Avery D. Post. President 
United Church of Christ 
105 Madison Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President. Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations (Reform) 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York. NY 10021 

Bishop C. Dale White. New York Area 
The United Methodist Church 
252 Bryant Avenue 
White Plains. NY 10605 
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A Pastoral Letter 
to All United Methodists 

From your brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, the Council of 
Bishops, to all those people called United Methodist in every land: 
Grace to you and peace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With hearts and minds open to Christ, who is our peace; 
In obedience to his call to be peacemakers; 
And in response to the biblical vision of a wholistic peace, 

shalom, revealed in Scripture to be God's will and purpose for all of 
creation: 

We, the bishops of The United Methodist Church, have been 
moved by the spirit of Jesus to send you a message that we have titled 
IN DEFENSE OF CREATION: THE NUCLEAR CRISIS AND A JUST 
PEACE, a message we believe to be of utmost urgency in our time. 

This message has been prepared over a span of two years during 
which time we have earnestly sought to hear the Word of God 
through the Scriptures. At the same time we have prayerfully and 
penitently reflected on the continuing buildup of nuclear arsenals 
by some of the nations. We have become increasingly aware of the 
devastation that such weapons can inflict on planet earth. We have 
watched and agonized over the increase in hostile rhetoric and hate 
among nations . We have seen the threat of a nuclear confrontation 
increasing in our world. We have been motivated by our own sense 
of Christian responsibility and stewardship for the world God 
created. 

This brief Pastoral Letter is an introduction to a substantial 
Foundation Document that we have produced as the major portion 
of our message to the church. In our Foundation Document we have 
attempted to state with clarity the biblical basis for our concerns and 

our conclusions about the issue we are addressing. We have set 
forth a theology for peace with justice in our time that reflects our 
understanding of the mind and will of Jesus Christ. This theology 
for a just peace reflects also our understanding of those insights of 
both pacifism and just-war theory that speak with relevance to the 
issues of the present nuclear crisis. 

We write in defense of creation. We do so because the creation 
itself is under attack. Air and water, trees and fruits and flowers, 
birds and fish and cattle, all children and youth , women and men 
live under the darkening shadows of a threatening nuclear winter. 
We call The United Methodist Church to more faithful witness and 
action in the face of this worsening nuclear crisis . It is a crisis that 
threatens to assault not only the whole human family but planet 
earth itself, even while the arms race itself cruelly destroys millions 
of lives in conventional wars, repressive violence, and massive 
poverty. 

Therefore, we say a clear and unconditioned No to nuclear war and 
to any use of nuclear weapons. We conclude that nuclear deterrence 
is a position that cannot receive the church's blessing. We state our 
complete lack of confidence in proposed "defenses" against nuclear , 
attack and are convinced that the enormous cost of developing such 
defenses is one more witness to the obvious fact that the arms race is a 
social justice issue, not only a war and peace issue. 

Our document sets forth a number of policies for a just peace, 
including such disarmament proposals as a comprehensive test ban, 
a multilateral and mutually verifiable nuclear weapons freeze and 
the ultimate dismantling of all such weapons, and bans on all space 
weapons. However, the nuclear crisis is not primarily a matter of 
technology; it is a crisis of human community. We encourage 
independent US and Soviet initiatives to foster a political climate 
conducive to negotiations. We urge a renewed commitment to 
building the institutional foundations of common security, econom
ic justice, human rights , and environmental conservation. And we 
make appeal for peace research, studies, and training at all levels of 
education. 

This message we are sending to United Methodist people is not 
meant to be a consensus opinion of our church or a policy statement 
of our denomination on the nuclear crisis and the pursuit of peace. 
It is given from the bishops to the church as both a pastoral and a 
prophetic word. It is pastoral in that we as bishops will seek to lead 

the church in study, prayer , and action related to this issue and this 
theme, using the Foundation Document as a basic resource and 
guide. It is prophetic in that the Foundation Document is our 
response to the Word of God. It faithfully states our understanding 
of that Word to our world at this moment in history. 

Our message is the result of many months of prayerful study , 
research, and reflection. It is not given to the church with any 
feeling that it should be the final word on this issue or with the hope 
that it will silence all contrary opinions; but rather , we are sending 
this statement to the church seeking the fullest and fairest possible 
discussion of our understandings and convictions, together with an 
honest consideration of different and critical opinions. 

Peacemaking is ultimately a spiritual issue. It is a sacred calling of 
Jesus. All dimensions of church life offer openings for peacemak
ing: family life , Christian education , the ministry of the laity, 
pastoral ministry in every respect, political witness , and the great 
fact of the church as a worldwide company of disciples that 
transcends all nations , governments, races, and ideologies. 

Now, therefore, we ask you, our sisters and brothers , to join with 
, us in a new covenant of peacemaking; to use the Bible together with 

our Council's Foundation Document as basic resources for earnest 
and steadfast study of the issues of justice and peace. We calf upon 
each local pastor and lay leader to give leadership in a local church 
study of the issues surrounding the nuclear threat. We ask you all to 
open again your hearts , as we open our hearts , to receive God's 
gracious gift of peace; to become with us evangelists of shalom , 
making the ways of Jesus the model of discipleship , embracing all 
neighbors near and far , all friends and enemies , and becoming 
defenders of God's good creation; and to pray without ceasing for 
peace in our time. 

Now we draw this Pastoral Letter to a close with prayers for all of 
you and for all the nations and peoples of the earth. 

We humbly pray that God will accept and use our lives and 
resources that we dedicate again to a ministry of peace. 

May the love of God , the peace of Christ , and the power of the 
Holy Spirit be among you , everywhere and always , so that you may 
be a blessing to all creation and to all the children of God , making 
peace and remembering the poor, choosing life and corning to life 
eternal, in God's own good time. 

Amen. 




