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MIEM (0) ~ANID) lUM 
Date A il 13 19 70 

From ___ E_ a_r_l_ M_o_r_s_e _____________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of _______________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

Rabbi Harold Silver and another gentleman who serves on the 
board of Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford were 
very distressed at receiving some communications from the 
department involved in summer camp in Israel in which it 
was emphasized that the Union accepted no liability or res­
ponsibility involved in the summer camp experience, trans­
portation etc. Rabbi Silver discussed this with Emil Baar 
who indicated that the nature of the Union's responsibility 
under any circumstances was limited to gross negligence so 
that this simple legend seems to be an unnecessarily harsh 
and anxiety-producing statement which could have been more 
gracefully couched, particularly when parents are normally 
anxious about sending their children to Israel. Any blunt 
statement which increases their anxiety without adding to 
the protection of the Union seems to be an unhappy public 
relations approach. 

I also understand that other organizations having similar 
program couch these statements somewhat differently and 
perhaps this ought to be discussed with Syd Gross and Judge 
Baar. 

kr 



,. 
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June 11, 1968 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff 

Rabbis Richard Hirsch; Henry Skirball; Wobert Widom; Jack Spiro 

Hr. Irving Kaplin 

Your suggestions concerning the installment payment plan for 

trips to Israel ia excellent. Alaout the only suggestion I 

can make to deepen it is to inaiat that in one fashion or 

another it be tie~ to the program of the religious school 

and to the work which young people are pursultlg 1 particularly 

in the Hebrew progr of our chools. 

This i why I am aendlng a copy of your meaao and of my reply 

to you, to R.a bi iro, in the hope that he can discuss it 

with some aembcre of hie COIIIIIli aion ancl perhap can come up 

with a plan which will be accepted and prOlDOted on a national 

level. 
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MI IEMI (0) IreAN ID) lUJ MI 
Date_~,,....J,,...1n,1,11;e,___.,l~O~,-li.;;~ ... 6 .... 8.._ __ _ 

From Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi H1,rsch, Rabbi Ski,rbal 1, Rabbi w; darn, Mr. Irvi ng Kap] ao 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

As I work in stimulating young people to particiP1ate in our Kfar 
Galim program, I am impressed by" the tremendous reservoir of potential 
young people l.L.-16 to go to Israel. Our Camp Inl!ti.tute now rmmbers 33 
diapite a very late beginning and security problems which are of 
particulu concern to parents of 1L. and 15 year olds• 

Seven of our participants are from Jizy' own Temple. In addition, 
with little effort on~ part, another eight youngsters from Westfield 
will be attens.ing other programs, making a total of 15 from one Temple 
in Israel this swmner. 

I am sure that we are not unique. Most parents are willing to 
give serious thought to their youngsters'participating in such a 
program. One of the big obstacles is the expenditure of approximately 
$1000 in a lump sum. Most of these families have yolll'glters in college 
or about to enter with heavy attendant expenses. 

What I would propose is a program sponsored by" the National Israel 
Conmittee to be implemented. by the individual congregation for 
"installment p~ents" for a trip to Israel. I would set a goal of 
approximately $900. I would propose that parents begin in Grade h to 
deposit $150 a year far 6 years in a special "Summer in Israel Fund"• 
By the end of Grade 9, balance would be $900. We could also encourage 
Congregations to subsidize. Interest compounded quarterly would accrue 
to more than $160 providing us with a total of more than $1060. 

Since it would take 6 years to feel the benefit of such a program, 
I would also propose a 3-year program beginning in grade 7 at the rate of 
$300 per year. 

As you probably know, the National Bar Mitzvah Clubms a similar 
program. They have been very successful with it. 

The administration of the finances would of course have to be handled 
by" the individual Congregatiom probably by setting up special savings accounts. 
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Memo -2- June 10, 1968 

I 110uld like very- much to have your reaction to this idea. 

Despite our · apparent affluence, I believe that the financial 
f&llbor will pre.vent us from sending L.00 or ,oo youngsters a year to 
Israel unless we arrange a pqment plan such as I have described. 

Best regards. 

.. 
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june 11, 1968 
Date ___________ _ 

From ______ R_a_b_b_i_A_l_e_x_a_n_d_e_r_M_._s_c_h_i_n_d_l_e_r ___ _ 

To 
Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff 

Copy for information of Rabbis Richard Hirsch; Henry Skirball; Robert Widom; Jack Spiro 

Mr. Irving Kaplan 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

Your suggestions concerning the installment payment plan for 

trips to Israel is excellent. Alb:out the only suggestion I 

can make to deepen it is to insist that in one fashion or 

another it be tied to the program of the religious school 

and to the work which young people are pursuing, particularly 

in the Hebrew program of our schools. 

This is why I am sending a copy of your memo and of my reply 

to you, to Rabbi Spiro, in the hope that he can discuss it 

with some members of his Commission and perhaps can come up 

with a plan which will be accepted and promoted on a. national 

level. 



Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Sloanes Court 
Sands Point, ew York 11050 

Dear Nat, 

Auguat 5, 1968 

The enclosed may have escaped your attention. 1 think it 
is an excellent report. 

I hope you returned to th State sa'" J.Y. Hopefully we will 
have a chance to e one another ... oo . I am "nxious to hear 
what happened after I left ancl w at your gen ral impressions 

ere. 

I see via these eral letter• I have rece·vcd from Dick 
llirsch, that B~n Shemen's group determined on other 
projects besides ReotKedumin. 

I am sorry I woke you on Friday night, ut I new y u were 
anxious to hear concerning my discussions wit l.abbi tE;l..V.i.Jil..e 

and my own plane left at 6:00 A.M, the following morning. 
Be that as it may, all is well tat ends well. 

llhea and I were thrilled with our journey, althoughtI must 
confess that you get something of a different view while 
traveling vheft accompanied by a wife: shops and museums must 
be given eq•l time. 

Warm good wishes to you ancl Karge. 

Cordially, 

Alexender H. Schindler 
cc: bb~i llavice N. lbendrath 
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PART- II 
:By ;\i. Z. FRANK 

The place where sixty young people from . 
the Refo~ congregations of the United St.ates 
and Canada· are_ spending their summer is 

,i~ 
J . 
i :,. ' ,J ., I' 
' ., . 
p · 

.. 

called Kfar Gallim .,... Vil- ' 
lage of Waves. It is an 
agricultural school spon­
sored by the Haifa Munici­
pality directed from i ts in­
ception about 15 years ago 
by A vraham Miron. Both 
Avraham and his wife Zafri-
ra are Israeli-born. When i 
first met Avraham • Miron 
in 1959 he had just returned 
from a course of study in 

Frank the · United States. His sub-
Jects were agriculture and agricultural educa­
tion. He had farmed and studied farming in 
Israel before that. --

A FEW ·wEEKS before · the American group 
arrh-ed,- the school was still in session · and 
there ~,ere no campers ·here: · We had ·come' 
in on a graduation celebration \Vith an agricula 
tural exhibition. In· Haifa that day there was 
;\ flov.=er parade in the streets · ·celebrating the 
twentieth anniversary of the State.in the revived 
t.raclition of Haifa, which is noted for its flo:wers 
and flower sh-Ows. The celebration ended with 
a huge mass rally in the large stadium down-
town. . • 

To go back.to K.far Gallim, which is some- " 
·what south of Hq.ifa • proper, situated between 
the Carmel range and the sea· (only. at Haifa 
do the sea and the mountain touch). The regular • 
school attendance is about 450;· of whiclr 300 
.,re resident sJudents:'. Some gradiiates are now; .. 
teaching at the :University, most are either 
!eache-rs or farmers; A good many are- gone. 
and tlie.ir names filrthe honor·-ron - the ,Sinai / 
campaign; the Six D·ay War a nd skirmishes._-: 

. i.o behYe<.'n. ~ .: ,·,. •. -· ,. . . • • -;' • 
CKrIL . ·ow,~ the school "in' the , smiimer 

t.c,;,;k in m;mmer canipers- from_. Israel :.... from . 
, Hai.fa ·n-om Givat -Brenner, to - ·mention · the 

g:r·c1.,1>~' at Kfar Gallim during ow:: stay; ' but 
iilis vear there is a new experiment, worked 
c,1t t~gether by the Rabbi Reuben Samuels ot • 
"Ia':fa's "Our Hadash" congregati'on, Avraham __ 

• . ~Lr(,n and some people in· New York, of which 
I ;-:-,et orily Rabbi Kroloff, who came with the 
gi·(;· ·p. 'fi:e youngsters study Hebrew, d~ .agri­
c -·~•ral work al}d do some traveling m the 
C(;~r.try* • 

.\t the :uncheon o~ July 9 one of the .par-

ticipants said they were anxious to come not 
_ as tourists who take pictures but a.:; full par­

ticipants in the life -of Israel. ·-The director, 
,Avraham Miron, chose 2-5 native Israeli young­
sters to join the sixty Americans, so that it 
is a mixed group. -Besides, · there are _ several 
other camping group$ in Kfar-Gallim at t he 
same time. • ' 

I UNDERSTAND FROM the literature in 
front of me and -from the remarks I heard 
at the luncheon that while the program of this _ 
smnmer is an innovation, it has been preceded 
by the so called "Eisendrath Youth Exchange . 
Program," when_ young people from both coun- • 
tries get together to exchange views and become 
acquainted. : - • 

Kfar. Gallim is a large \Yell-developed farm--_ 
- (about 700 acres-, 80 milk cows, 300 sheep, 5000 
poultry, beehives, etc.). It is one of the finest 

• in Israel. ._ 
. It is too soon to draw conclusions about • 

·-:. the suecess of the project. But I can indicate 
several factQrs in its favor : the _director, .. the . 

. ;,• . farm, . the cooperation of Rabbi Samuels and . 
Rabbi Kroloff, the spirit_ of the yo~mgsters and ' • : 
the ·attitude of the American leadership,' as I ' _,, 
witnessed it at the luncheon. There is already ·_,,·,.: 
talk of doubling and trebling -the number of ,. 
par ticipants within the coming couple of years. 

THERE WAS a time within memory of 
people of my age when only a few Refol'm 

. rabbis and just as few laymen were . Zionists. 
(The late _ Barnett Brickner was one of the 
exceptious). Today the Reform movement, while 
not otficially part of the Zionist . movement, 

_. ,has bee1:i drawing closer and closer to Israel. 
,-.; ;' .. In _1943 Maurice Eisendrath wrote an important 
·.; ,< - chapter ,.in that. evolution when he brought the 

Union of_ American Hebrew C-Ongregations into -
·: · ·the- American Jewish C-Onference an9 - th~ 

.: delegation voted for the Jewish Commonwealth 
-,~ , resolution: Today new s::hapters are to be writ-

ten. Thi~·is one of them. - . • -: _,. • • 
.. :. -. 

* * • . . . .:-· 

WE-. DID NOT com~-to Kiar Gallirn to n~eet 
Eisendrath or Mrs. Eisendrath or Mrs. Brickner . 

_· of Cleveland, but ,ve were glad we did, Nor­
._·; .... • did· we come here to meet Mendel Fisher • or 

Jo listen.to Richard Tucker. But we- did and 
we are glad we did. : 

Further down, South of Haifa oi1 the road 
. to Tel Aviv, nestling -to oue of the Carmel hills 
is an artist' village called Ein Hod, found about 
fifteen years ago by th~ world-famous Israeli 

... ru·ifsl "'Ma'i:cer Janco:-·rt wa$ ::::s,· 
the very beginning to build in Ei!l fi-xi a ~d:ool 
with a dormitory for art stucie.::.s. Ea.P..an Yar­
den, formerly of the .J ewish _ ·ai.:oi:al Fur:d ' 
New York, Los Angeles and jer,J5a:em, n:a.r.~ 
aged to get the Bnai Zion in America in:.er-e.sted 
and, with the blessing and tbe ass;s~aLce Qf 

Mendel Fisher , they established fua, sci.'O<.'l an 
dormitory -which- is called the ~-:exel F"1.:-be-? 
' 'a~hsania" (hostel). 

THE OPENING ceremony W.:·~ ()i2C'€ oo 
Saturday night July 6. Sorneood::, dn:,-;e cs rioi;m 

to be there in time for the cutti::g c: tte r:-:b-x, 
and the dinner and somebody es.e d..rm·e us 

• back after the concert. Ricba..rri Tucker ..as 
the singer. I understand this w-~ ic-c fL-s-. tin:.~ 
he sang in the open air. It was a r.,;; _,=·"'~ .... 

performance within a magnifice:t na:ural sei­
ting. Tucker, as usual, was bet'~ ·_ Q?erati~ 

and cantorial numbers than in fu;.,. so-::?-, 
I have already written abo>.rt Eu Hod ,:, n 

several occasions within the past u:':::'1:'11. . ·e<'--s 
' or --~o. U )Vas ·an Arab village aba.::!vr:'l:ii t . 

its _inhabitants in 1948 and used by 1'-ici,.-a:r.-,s 
from the Jordan to· hide in and i:..a.-ass Jo;-,:.S..'l 
settlements. The.Israeli army was ·gi:,'."'~g r i:~dy 

- to level it -with· the ground to de:,--:r•): the·" -
. · venient.hiding places .for the A.c.b lciil:-ra:~rs. 

Then Marcel Janco noticed its s..·;e::uc a,..--oa a.'"ci°' • 
tectural beauty and undertook to fill it ::ll 
people and make it safe if gi,e:i a c!-2.:;:,-:~ 
He was given a chance. He v.as t,:;en fr.· 
chance by the military. 

HE HAS HAD quite a str.::igie to ~;tt7 

the village going. :l t .. was comp,a!-.,:i,e!y fo~ 

to get the artists. It was not s,, s:mi:.e ;..J :;;e.z 
the water running and the electrictr:,· to ,,;-,:,:-· 
The Mayor of Haifa then stepped b a..-.d ~.x:k 
Ein Hod under the protection of ~ Ba'ftil 
Municipality. It still is, but mo::-c ~gar rla<.-:--:E:s 
were needed. Here is where the R~ Z::oc .ui 
Mendel Fisher came in. The p'.,c--e - ck-.:.: i 
fairly well 1io\j. •• , r 

·oN TUESDAY, July 9, the EL=-...ri'i.--a~i.l gr:,·_p 
met with Mayor Abba Hushi tv.-ice: <,r:-ce '5cr-'.i.:.z 
noon; for an interview and ouce in ,be e-.·ff::: g 
at the laying of the cornersion<: fo ... - ~ r.. 
Leo Baeck School. They were c:ri:e i;:~s,,d 
with his attitude, his willingne<i.S 10 :t-ce:µ a A 

his "liberal spirit." If I am r.o: rr.:::•.z;:€cS • '.! 
is the first Mayor in Israel to co::r.~ ,_._:: r__-r:-:::_·· 
in favor of encouraging non-Orsix•Y,"t ~ - :;~.,. ~;. 
t.ions in Isr·ael. ____.--....... --- -• • ~ 
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The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH A VENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 

March 22, 1968 

Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Sloanes Court 
Sands Point, New York 

Dear Nat, 

I think I ought to authorize our going ahead 
with this project. If we go under-one of 
students, we might need some small subsiste 
from the Israel Conmittee, but I thi c 
project is sufficiently worthwhilQa 
that risk. 

Don't you agree? 

Warm good wishes. 

Alexander M. Schindler 
rsch 

..... 
' 
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I IMIIEIMI CO> IR{AlNID) UIMI 
D~te __ M_a_r_c_h_l_8_t_h..:...•___.;.l.;...96_8 __ 

From ____ T_h_e_o_d_o_r_e_Ic_._B_r_o_i_d_o ______ _ 

To Fred Cohen 

Subject ___________________________ .;.._ __ _ 

Will you please draw a check on the Ir el Committee 
accoun, payable to KFAR GALLIM in the amount of 
$3,000.00. The stub of the checks ould read, "De-
posit fo.r UAHC Su r Cap Program. 11 

Rabbi Richard HirQch and Mr.~ t niel Hess have 
approv a the taking of this amount from Israel 
~ommitte funds. R bi • 1 end you an 
official . #. but t.is ch ck TQ-.DA 
if it i srael to-night, ·e ·ill 
the space. Pl ase that I g thir-. 

since, 
lose 
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bbi Lawr nc 
Con gatio An th 
5614 orth University Str et 

, Illino1 61614 

r 1 hr r, 

ebruary 16, 1968 

town o a t I 
n ceipt of y 0 

nstitute of P bruary 12th ad t~ 1e 
in I r l. 

1 b 
Pt'O 

0 

con 

I orry for 
toy . 

cc; b'bi Krol off 

BC: Rabbi Widom 

ho 1 in charge of tbi 
dditio al rochure 

y thi t . I y 
cri l t ur 

g ttin h s infor ti 

i cbindl r 



Congregation Ans-hai ~meth 
ESTABLISHED 1859 

56 I 4 North LJ n iveT'sit4 StT>eei: 

PeoT'ia, !llinoi, 61614 

6Ql--33?3 (30Q) 

LawT'enceN. MahT'eT' 

RABBI 

February 12, 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex, 

A couple of weeks ago I received in the ■ail a copy of the 
enclosed brochure or flyer relative to the UAHC camp-Institute 
in Israel. 

Upon receipt •f that flyer, I wrote to the Union requesting 
as much information as pessible relative to this trip so that 
I could evaluate it in tents of the trip that we were planning 
for our daughter as a Bat Mitzvah gift in the summer of 1969. 
In response, I received another copy of this very saae flyer, 
without even the courtesy ef a covering letter. 

You will note that the flyer contains a small ceupon which 
requests information relative to the UAHC Camp-Institute in 
Israel. I would appreciate it very much if you would see to 
it that this information is forwarded to me. 

Thank you for giving this attention. 

No,-,man 8eT'g 
PRESIDENT 





1 abbi Alexander-7. Schindler 

13961 Oxnard Street 
Apartment i/- 2 
Van 1uys , California 
January 20 , 1968 

e HC, Dept . of Camp Education 
838 l"ifth Avenue 
1ew York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I received your letter with reference to the 
Camp-Institute in Israel in tlis 11orning ' s mail . 
Your program sounds excellent . As one of the 
students of the California Sctool of the College 
~ho has a bi-weekly pulpi~ , 1 should like to hear 
more about the program. I would have ap Jlied for 
a position on the staff had I had an opportunity 
to do so . Perhaps I will be able to do so next year . 

My congre~ation is very small . I doubt that any 
of the young people hose fa iles are members will 
be able to participate in your prograJ this year . 
NeverthelesH, please send me a few more brochures 
and wha t e v er additional information is availabl e from 
your office . 

Shalom u ' vracha , 

~7~ 
Al a n :M . Corwin 
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UAHC HOUSE OF 
LIVING JUOAISM 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (DIAL CODE 212) 249-0100 • CABLE ADDRESS: UNIONUAHC 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Patron of HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

January 12, 1968 

Dear Friend, 

Enclosed is ah announcement of one of the newest pro­
grams launched by the UAHC -- our first Camp-Institute 
in Israel for boys and girls 14-15 years of age. I am 
personally so enthusiastic about this project that I 
am writing to call it directly to your attention. 

The Camp-Institute is a very significant program which 
will strengthen the ties between American Reform Jews 
and our brothers in Israel. It will provide an in­
tensive experience for boys and girls who will return 
to us with at least three years of high school still 
ahead of them, enabling Israel to have a far-reaching 
effect on them and our congregations. 

I hoP.e you will personally encourage your students to 
cons~ r this meaningful way of spending the summer 

~ of . If your congregation can provide some scholar-
sh aid, this will assist the project. I would ask 

t those responsible for Temple Bulletins please 
eproduce in the next issue the text of the enclosed 

brochure (which runs less than 250 words). Additional 
brochures are available by writing the Camp-t'nstitute­
in Israel, UAHC, Dept. of Ca.mp Education 838 Fifth 

,,, Av . , ·New York, N.Y. 

can be represented. 

N.\TJONAl FEDERATION OF 'fEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATION'AI. FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

N \TJONAL FEDERATION 0~' TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

NATIONAL ASSOUATION OF TEMPLE EDUCATORS 

NATIONAL ASSO('JATION OF TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 



Rabbi Jacob K. Shank.man 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
456 Webster Avenue 
New Rochelle, New York 10801 

Dear Jacob, 

February 12, 1968 

Immediately fol l.owing the Executive Colllllilittee meeting of the World 
Union to which you invited me for a wrief moment -- to track down 
one of thos infernal rumors -- you mentioned Dick Hirsch's per­
sistence in sending out the questionnaire to which you have made 
objection. Immediately after this meeting I checked with Richard 
and you ought to know that that which he has sent out is not the 
original confidential report but a precis of it, which completely 
eliminates mention of any aid all of those passages which you found 
objectionable. It is this emended report and nothing else which 
Dick distributed. 

Be assured of my concern in this llllltter and of our determination 
to do everything in our power to strengthen the support of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism, and to bring closer the bond 
which binds us one to another. This is no self-praising statement, 
for after all th · s is what we ought to be doing. 

Mistakes we still may make, but be assured that they will be 
"bishgogah" and not intentional. 

Warm good wishes. 

/w 

cc: Miss Jane Evans 
Rabbi Sidney llegner 
Rabbi David H. Wice 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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MIEM(O)~AINDUM 
Date __ F_e_b_r _u_a_rv_._7_,_ 1_9_6_8 __ _ 

From RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

To Rabb i Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ________________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

Encl os ed is the expurgated version that I sent out to a f ew select 
rabbis together with a letter appealin to the to do somethinp, . 
As you can see , there is no reference whatsoever to the Leo Baeck 
School and the parts of the repo t o which Ra bi Shankman objected 
have been modified . 

I do not intend to use this any nore . 

J{el 'j'0'4S u4,,t,ott Letttn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 



OFFICERS 

Chairman, Board of Tru1r.ees 
Irving Fain 

President 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrarh 

CCAR 
Pre1ident 

Rabbi Jacob J . Weinstein 

COMMISSION ON 
SOCIAL ACTION 

Chairman 
Irvi ng J. Fain 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Auociate Director 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

JZ,/ ,.,,ous {7'4~t,o~ C,~tn· 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coumel 

and Di,ector of Education and Research 

lebruary • l 68 

Mr . Abraha . Jiron 
Kfar l!anoar Galim 
I s r ael 

Shalom r aham: 

We are 
h 

cc i pt of y u 
b Kro . r tt n t 

co fi ld t r t h 
bl at·on 1 F 

d culty i n 

:le cc nt a l l 
believe it is 

ot t ~ 
d 

r t 1ens 
i ca 1 hou our 

t h re would b 

~ p a that, 
o s i de fr t his pro ,r nd have 

t he elf - ~uff" ci-nt , o not want 
t o wit "t s ucce~s. 

Once the uo-.ner i over, we will be able to ,.. it down and plan 
f uture ro ams with the b 0 ne ·it of t his rear'. xperience under 
our belt . 

We are all most enthusiastic bout the pros ects. I look forward 
to seein you ext sum r . Shala l ' hit aot . 

rgh/es 
enc . 

Sincerely , 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

cc: Rabbis Chatt-es Kroloff, Robert Samuel 
Henry Skirball, Robert Wldom 

~-

(// ~ 
~lexander Schindler, } 

-.......__ 
The Religious Action Center, housed In the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism, a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS with its affiliates-National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 
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Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Concerned persons 

Preliminary Notes on Mission to Israel, 
Oct.22--Nov. 7, 1967 

The purpose of the visit was two-fold: (1) to explore the problems 
and needs of Yahadut Mitkademet -- Progressive Judaism in Israel -­
and to recommend means of lending greater support to our movement 
in cooperation with the World Union f>r Progressive Judaism; and 
(2) to enrich and expand the program of American Reform Judaism 
in Israel -- in cooperation with the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. 

Prior to my departure, in order to provide backgn:>und information 
and to coordinate the trip with the CUI"rent interests of all 
facets of our movement, a number of meetings were held, in which 
the following participated: 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, President, Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and Vice President, World Union for Progressive 
Judaism 

Rabbi William A. Rosenthall, Executive Director, World Union for 
Progressive Judaism 

Miss Jane Evans, member of Executive Board of World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, and Executive Director of the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Vice President, UAHC 
Albert Vorspan, Director of Program, UAHC 
Rabbi Samuel Cook, Director, Department of College Youth, UAHC 
Rabbi Henry Skirball, Director, National Federation of Temple 

Youth, UAHC 
Rabbi Robert Widdom, Director of Camp Education, UAHC 
Dean Paul Steinberg, of HUC-JIR, responsible for ·overall super­

vision of HUC-JIR School of Archaeology and .Bible Studies in 
Jerusalem 

The Religious Action Center, housed in the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism. a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS with its affiliates-National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 
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Rabbi Leon Kronish, Chairman, Israel Committee of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis 

Rabbi Ely Pilchik, CCAR Israel Connnittee 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Executive Vice President, Rabbinical 

Assembly of America 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Chairman of Israel Committee, 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 
Rabbi Jonathan Levine, Director of Youth Programs for 

United Synagogue of America 
Dr. Judd Teller, Executive Vice Chairman, American 

Histadrut Cultural Exchange Institute 

The following represent preliminary findings and recommendations 

(This is an insider's report, not intended to be a comprehensive survey of 
Progressive Judaism in Israel, but directed to persons who are already aware 
of the contributions made by the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the 
HUC-JIR, the UAHC, and other agencies of the Reform movement. As such, 
therefore, this report is short on commendation of institutions and indivi­
duals, but long on criticism of the movement as a whole.) 
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Report on Yahadut Midkadernet -- The Status of Progressive Judaism in Israel 

I made every effort to make as comprehensive a study as my limited 
time would permit. On my first day in Israel, October 24, I met with all of the 
rabbis and lay leaders of Y.ahadut Mitkademet. To this meeting, I invited Prof. 
Ezra Spicehandler, of HUC-JIR in Jerusalem, and Rabbi Ely Pilchik, a member of the 
CCAR Committee on Israel, both of whom participated and made excellent contributions. 
The meeting was conducted generally in a spirit of enthusiasm, if for no other 
reason than that it was the first such meeting ever convened with the participation 
of represontatives of the HUC-JIR, CCAR, and UAHC. Each of the congregations made 
a report on its own specific programs, problems, and needs, and then we discussed 
the problems of the movement as a whole. 

During the course of the following two weeks, I met separately with 
the boards and spiritual leaders of our Jerusalem, Haifa, Ramat Gan, and Nahareya 
congregations. I attended Simchat Torah evening services at Har El congregation in 
Jerusalem, Simchat Torah morning services at the HUC-JIR chapel, one Friday evening 
service at Ramat Gan, and the other at Haifa. I spent many hours in private discus­
sion with Prof. Ezra Spicehandler. On Thursday, November 2, I convened an all-day 
session with our three HUC-JIR graduates, Rabbi Tovia Ben-Chorim of Ramat Gan, 
Rabbi Robert Samuels of Haifa, and Rabbi Melvin Zager of Tel Aviv and Kfar Shmarya­
hu to summarize my findings and to draw some common conclusions. The only congrega­
tion I was not able to visit personally was Nazareth. The necessity of shortening 
my trip prevented the visit, but I received a full report of the rabbis who had 
from time to time served Nazareth. 

In addition to these formal meetings with the leadership of our move­
ment, I held private discussions with s.z. Abramov, member of the Knesset and 
staunch advocate of our movement's struggle for full civil rights, with government 
officials, educational leaders, with Joshua Levy, Histadrut's treasurer, and 
Isaiah Avrech, Histadrut's director of higher education, with various professors at 
the Hebrew University, with local legal experts on the functioning of the Chief 
Rabbinate and the local religious councils, and I conducted my own unscientific 
survey of the "man in the street." 

A few pertinent details concerning the existing congregations 

Jerusalem Presently no rabbi; services conducted by one of the 
founders of the congregation, Mr. Shalom Ben-Chorim. 70 family members. 
Dues 50 pounds a year. Sabbath attendance, 75 to 100. Congregation has its own 
building, adequate for present needs but allowing no room for sip,nificant growth. 
Bible study group meets once a week; occasional lectures, hulletin~ and other 
activities. • 

Har El is the only Progressive congregation in Jerusalem, but two 
other services of a Progressive character are conducted: 

(1) Regular Sabbath morning services and High Holiday services at 
the HUC-JIR Chapel, conducted by the professor of the College who is in residence. 
There is no re~ular congregation, but because of attractive nature of services and 
proximity to King David Hotel, they draw many visitors as well as Israelis. Har El 
Congregation experiences sense of competition with HUC-JIR chapel which requires 
no ~embership dues, and which makes no reference to services of Har El. (NOTE: 
I discussed the matter thoroughly with Prof. Spicehandler and communicated with 
the leadership of Har El to inform them that Prof. Spicehandler would be willing 
to meet with the leadership of Har El in an attempt to resolve the differences, 
seme of which are the result of lack of communication. 
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(2) Also in Jerusalem is a group known as Mevakshei Derech (Seekers 
of the Way) led by Rabbi Jack Cohen, the director of the Hillel Foundation at the 
Hebrew University. This group, which has rnem~ership throughout Israel and seeks 
to find some new form of study and thought, conducts Shabbat and Holiday services 
in a liberal-Reconstructionist fashion. There is no real coordination between the 
three groups in Jerusalem. 

Haifa -- Rabbi Robert L. Samuels. 160 member families. Dues are 
6 pounds a month (72 pounds a year) plus 12 pounds for High Holidays. Meet in 
rented schoolroom. Average Sabbath attendance 150, plus standing room only in a 
room seat~ng 120. This year for High Holidays rented a hall seating 1,050 persons 
and congregation overflowed. Rented hall for Simchat Torah -- 600 people in attend­
ance. Cantor serves without compensation. Congregation publishes regular 
bulletin, conducts special youth programs, has volunteer choir, adult education 
classes, Sisterhood meets once a month. 

Ramat Gan -- Rabbi Tovia Ben-Chorim. 60 mem.~er families. Dues 
7 pounds a month{84 pounds a year). Meets in small L-shaped first-floor room 
in an apartment building -- rental 200 pounds a month. Average Sabbath attendance 
is 100, attendance on Holidays over 200; could have had many more but no room -­
people stood outside waiting to get in. Publishes regular bulletin, youth program, 
Sisterhood, active network of committees, special children's services, forum 
series. Rabbi lectures in kibbutzim on regular basis. 

Tel Aviv -- Rabbi Melvin Zager. 60 to 80 member families (repre­
sents increase of 25 families in 8 months). Dues from 1 to 15 pounds a month, -. •• 
depending on individual arrangement with congregant. Meets in rented basement hall 
with no lease. The arrangement with the congeegation requires the payment of 75 
pounds for each use. The management refuses to give a regular lease. The congre­
gation is so limited in budeet that it has decided not to have Saturday morning 
services. Publishes bulletin, has youth groups, adult education series, lectures. 

Kfar Shmaryahu Rabbi Melvin Zager (once a month). 15 to 20 
member families. Dues 10 to 20 pounds per month. Meets in rented hall. Kfar 
Shmaryahu is a suburb of Tel Aviv, affluent by Israeli standards, no real growth 
potential because of limited population, but membership highly intelligent and 
dedicated, potentially of great value to national movement. 

Nahareya Rabbi Dr. B. Wechsler (graduate of Breslau Seminary; 
on 1/4 salary, conducts weekly and Holiday services). 54 member families, 36 
individuals. Meets in rented hall, annual fee of 980 pounds. Average weekly 
attendance 50 to 70; hired special hall for High Holidays, with over 400 in 
attendance, and more than 150 standing outside. Nahareya is a retirement community 
and a high percentage of the membership are elderly people, but in recent years, 
there has been an influx of young people, some of whom have been attending services. 

Nazareth -- Spiritual leader and founder of organization: Mr. Maagani 1 

who also serves as cantor and administrator. Attendance: 20 to 50 per Sabbath. 
Meets in rented rocm. Nazareth is a booming community and has great potential. 
The city administration is enlightened, similar to that of Haifa. 
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Some General Observations 

Quality of Lay Leadership -- I was very impressed with the high 
caliber of lay leadership attracted to the congregations. The average rabbi in 
the United States is confronted increasingly with a problem of a laity highly 
educated in secular affairs, but the rabbi still remains the expert in Jewish 
studies. In the Israeli environment, even this unique feature has been taken away. 
In America, because the synagogue constitutes the central vehicle of Jewish iden­
tification, mem.~ership is motivated by many complex factors. In Israel 1 the 
religious factor is paramount, Even Jewish education of children is not a motiva­
tion, because Jewish education is an integral part of public school education. In 
some instances, members attend our synagogues despite personal abuse, villification, 
and threats. The movement has succeeded, nevertheless, in capturing the imagination 
of many persons, working class as well as professional. Even though, for the most 
part, there is a high percentage of persons of Anglo-Saxon and Western European 
origin, there has been a significant increase in recent years in native-born 
Israelis, and even in some instances, of Jews from the Oriental communities. I was 
extremely gratified at the tremendous strides which had been made since my last 
visit to Israel in 1964. 

Services -- In every instance, the services I attended were filled to 
overflowing. The congregational participation was intense, and was most moving to 
experience. There were many young people and children present in every one of the 
services. The congregations use a variety of formats, each experimenting with new 
melodies and liturgical forms, some of which might well be adapted for use in 
America. One congregation has re-translated the Kaddish from Aramaic to Hebrew. 
The lay leaders spoke with pride about their creative services and I developed a 
folder of material containing new programs and dramatic presentations. The services 
were marked by an air of piety and "hitlahavut" which one rarely experiences in 
the States. 

Cultural Programs -- The congregations have developed some fine 
adult education and cultural programs. The continued development of these programs 
is essential, if the synagogue as an institution is to become a force in community 
life. The traditional synagogue in Israel is no more than a place of worship. Our 
Progressive synagogues can restore to the Bet Hatefila the functions of Bet 
Hamidrash and Bet Haknesset, and thus become a moral and educational force in the 
community. 

Bulletins Some of the congregations publish highly readable 
bulletins, which, in addition to the regular routine information, contain excellent 
articles and controversial discussions written by members of the congregation. The 
caliber of these bulletins is so high that I made the following recommendation 
which was readily accepted by the leadership of the movement: The movement should 
publish a readable, popular style journal, which should appear regularly. Some 
of the articles already contained in the bulletins would he suitable for the 
journal, which would serve the function of a cross between American Judaism and 
Dimensions. The publication I have in mind would be much broader in scope than 
Prozdor, which was suppcrted by the CCAR and which hecame defunct. 

Each congregation could contribute a portion of the budget allocated 
for its temple bulletin to the publication of this journal. In addition, the move­
ment as a whole would have to provide some funds. It is essential that some such 
publication be launched as soo~ as possible, and be given the widest possible 
dissemination. The movement needs a vehicle through which to exe~t influence over 
the Israel commjnity. It needs a vehicle of communication which is so far lacking. 
In discussing the matter with several persons, including Prof. Spicehandler, 
several potential editors have been suggested and it has also been suggested that 
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a publication of significance could be produced on a quarterly basis for less than 
$5,000 a year, including all administrative costs. Such a publication is necessary 
in order to bring a sense of purpose and unity to the congregations, and in order 
to give wider dissemination to the message of the movement. 

Rabbinical - Manpower Needs -- The three full-time HUC-JIR graduates 
are doing exceptionally fine work. They are highly respected by their congregants 
and recognized by others in the community as very dedicated persons. Above all, 
they have succeeded in attracting to their congregations men of high intellectual 
caliber and leadership capacity. However, the three men as well as their congre­
gants are disappointed in the lack of interest manifested by the Reform movement 
outside of Israel and in the woefully inadequate support given to their programs. 

If permitted to continue, the combination of lack of interest, recogni­
tion, and adequate compensation of the Reform rabbis in Israel will prevent the 
retention of the present rabbis and preclude the recruitment of new ~abbis. Before 
my trip, I was informed that two of our three men now there were going to return 
to the States in June 1968. I spent long hours meeting separately with the three 
rabbis and their wives and listening to their complaints. I also made an indepen­
dent effort to determine the cost of living and the salaries of other persons in 
similar capacities -- and I have come to the following conclusions: 

The rabbis in Israel are "chalutzim" of the spirit, in the finest 
sense of that term, and their efforts have not been sufficiently recognized by 
us, either in terms of moral support or financial compensation. We are not going 
to build a movement without fine rabbinic leadership -- and we are not going to 
encourage fine rabbinic leadership to go to Israel and remain there, unless we 
provide the necessary financial security, to which they are entitled and which 
their colleagues in the States generally receive. No man should be expected to 
make a financial sacrifice to fight on the front lines. In every civilized 
society, special efforts are made to assure adequate protection and compensation 
for those who perform extra services in behalf of their group. However, in this 
instance, our men have the feeling (rightly or wrongly) that the movement dnes 
not care about their struggle. 

When, some years ago, the lira was devalued and an exchange rate of 
three lira for every American dollar was established, even the low salaries offered 
for rabbinical work in Israel could be considered comparatively high income, in 
proportion· to the Israeli standard of living. However, in recent years the Israeli 
standard of living has risen tremendously, alon8 with the costs. There are some 
estimates that the cost of living has risen as much as one-third in the last four 
to five years. It is simply no longer true that a lira is equivalent to a dollar 
in purchasing power. An ordinary man's suit sells for 150 to 200 lira. An average 
dress sells for 75 to 150 pounds, a white shirt for 25 to 40 pounds. A pair of 
boy's corduroy pants sells for 35 pounds, shoes are from 30 to 40 pounds. (A 
domestic worker gets three lira an hour, or 25 pounds a day.) 

Furthermore, we must recognize that we want our men to lead a type 
of life which requires higher expenses than the average person. They need 
automobiles. Rabbi Zager drives a car which should have been junked eight years 
ago. In Rabbi Samuel's case, he brought over his own car five years ago. That car 
will shortly have 90,000 kilometers on it and will need replacement. Under present 
circumstances, he is simply unable to purchase a new car, which, because of the 
Israeli custom regulations, would cost him three times the basic cost in the U.S. 
The movement must, therefore, make some arrangement to see to it that he is 
provided with a car. 
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All of the men use their homes as a combination meeting place, study, 

social hall for the congregation. This requires considerable expenditure of food, 

and even domestic help, only some of which is compensated by expense allowances. 

We also have to give consideration to providing continuing financial 

security for the men and their growing families. They all report that they have 

been unable to put away any funds f or their children's education and instead, have 

eaten into their personal savings. Furthermore, being American citizens and 

having families in America, they feel it essential to travel to the States every 

few years to unite with their families. However, their low income prevents their 

putting away any money for these purposes. 

I met with Mr. Yohanon Levy, a lawyer and expert on tax matters, who 

is a member of the congregation in Haifa, and who is going to send me an official 

statement on the income tax regulations affecting our men in Israel. Meanwhile, 

however, pending receipt of same, we discussed the question that in the near 

future, if they are not already obligated to do s o , the men in Israel who stay for 

some length of time will have to increase their taxes considerably. Unless con­

sideration is given to this, the higher tax will result in an even lower income 

than they have at the present time. 

Prof. Spicehandler informed me that the College recognizes the 

financial needs of its professors, whom it sends to Israel from periods of 2 to 3 

years and continues to pay them the same salary (up to $18,000 for a full professor) 

which they receive in the States. My judgment is that the salaries should be 

somewhat lower than the same men would receive in the States, but not so low that we 

demean our men and give them cause for insecurity. 

I have some specific suggestions to make for compensation and finan­

cial security of our men in Israel, but because of the nature of this information, 

will convey these suggestions to the appropriate persons in a confidential manner. 

Suffice it to say that we will not hold our present men unless we take adequate 

recognition of their personal needs as well as the needs of the institutions they 

serve. 

To Summarize Our movement should establish a plan for rabbis 

serving in Israel, which would incorporate the following essentials: 

(1) regular trips to the U.S. for the men and their families, at 

least once every three years. These could be coordinated with lecture tours, 

fund raising campaigns, serving on staff of UAHC camps, etc. This should be 

similar t o plans worked out by private companies and government agencies for employ­

ees serving overseas. 

{2) regular system of salary increments, adjusted to the cost of 

living in Israel and to the length of service, quality of performance and number 

of years in Israel. 

(3) The establishment of an educational fund for their children -­

or financial assistance to establish educational funds individually. 

(4) Provision for regular replacement of automobile, and sufficient 

expenses for maintenance of automobile. 

(5) Assistance in purchasing of homes. In Israel, the vast majority 

of people huy their homes. There is little if any decent housing which can be 

rented at orices our men can afford. Therefore, a housing loan plan at low inter­

est, long term rates, similar to that which UAHC has for its rabbinical staff, 
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The major difference will be that 
of the Israel housing market, and 
be substantially higher than that 
acceptable. 

financing arrangements 
the amounts of the loans 
given in the u.s., where 

(6) The establishment of a plan for medical insurance for major 
medical coverage -- or the subsidization of rabbis enabling them to enter their 
own plan in Israel. 

I recommend that a thoroughgoing evaluation of the Israel and 
America., tax laws be made by competent legal consultants, to take full advantage 
of American and Israeli Tax legislation, and to take such legislation in considera­
tion in establishing salary levels. 

Some such plans as the above are essential, not only to retain the 
men we already have but -- what is just as vital -- to attract new men of high 
caliber. These arrangements will cost a considerable amount of money, but the 
cost will be considerably less than that of having a constant turnover of 
personnel. It may well be that unless we adopt some such measures, there will only 
be one man left in Israel by June of 1968. The congregations will be demoralized 
and it will be all the more difficult to attract men of high caliber to serve our 
movement in Israel. The movement, which prides itself on its sense of justice, 
can no longer continue to demean those whom it sends to struggle on the spiritual 
frontiers. 

Manpower Needs of the Future -- It is clear that we cannot build 
a dynamic movement in Israel, unless we have significantly larger number of rabbis 
serving there. The Progressive movement in Israel will be built around rabbis no 
less than the Reform movement in America. Moreover, in addition to whatever 
characteristics are required on the American scene for "success" in th6 rabbinate, 
the rabbis on the Israeli scene must have an excellent Jewish background and fluency 
in modern Hebrew. We must begin now to plan, as a movement, for providing the 
manpower neads of Israel. The one way which is essential is that students attending 
the HUC-JIR should be required to spend at least one year in Israel under strict 
supervision. This would not only provide a pool from which rabbis can be drawn 
for service in Israel, but also would enrich the background of rabbis serving in 
America. It is also essential for the College-Institute to establish a full 
rabbinic training program at the Jerusalem School. Such a program would attract 
many more Israeli students and would be a real stimulus to the development of the 
movement. 

On the Israeli scene, the development of congregations will be signi­
ficantly different from America. It will be extremely difficult to establish 
"metropolitan" congregations. In general, there is no public transportation on the 
Sabbath. With the exception of Haifa, which has only limited public transportation, 
there is no bus service on the Sabbath anywhere in Israel. Despite the significant 
increase in private automobiles, the vast majority of Israelis have no private 
transportation. The cost of taxis is prohibitive. Thus, for the forseeable future, 
our congregations will be built around small neighborhood-type communities, rather 
than on the basis of the one metropolitan congregation pattern which was character­
istic of an earlier generation of Reform Judaism in America. 

Assuming that money were available, a full time rabbi could be 
engaged immediately or within the near future for the following positions: 

Jerusalem: Rabbi at Har El 
Rabbi for new congregation in other section of town, 
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Haifa: Rabbi for Leo Baeck School (Rabbi Samuels to devote 
more time to congregation and to supervision of youth 
program) 

Tel Aviv: Two new congregations in different sections 

Nazareth: Full-time rabbi 

Beersheva: Full-time rabbi 

Hadera: Full-time rabbi 

Nahareya: Half-time rabbi 

National Youth Director 

Recognizing that neither funds nor rabbis are available for these 
positions, we should, nevertheless, establish a development plan which would 
envisage the addition of at l east one rabbi and congregation every two years. A 
program of personnel development should be immediately initiated. From my own 
contacts, I am aware of the fact that some of our finest men would be interested 
in serving in Israel if the conditions were appropriate, and if they felt they 
would have assurance of support from our movement in America. 

Recommendation: That we should develop a special rabbinic placement 
plan in cooperation with the CCAR Placement Commission. I urge the CCAR to give 
particular attention to such a plan, and to the use of CCAR financial resources 
to help share in the responsibility for appropriate compensation for colleagues 
serving in Israel. Surely,the same fervor which, at the June CCAR Convention 
resulted in sizeable individual contributions as well as a joint contribution in 
behalf of the CCAR to the Israel Emergency Fund, and a purchase of $50,000 of 
Israel bonds, should be evident in the development of our Progressive movement in 
Israel. 

Synagogue Building Fund 

The lack of suitable physical structures in which to house the 
religious and cultural activities of our movement has become critical. Our congre­
gations meet in decrepit halls or overcrowded, unaesthetic school rooms which are 
filled to overflowing. The congregation cannot expand its membership , because the 
limited space prevents the entrance of those who would come to worship. There are 
few halls to rent in Israel -- and where halls are available, the rentals are 
exorbitant. 

The problem is exacerbated by the system of government support of all 
synagogues and rabbis -- except for those of our movement. The salaries of rabbis 
and the erection and maintenance of synagogue buildings are underwritten by a 
combination of local and national government funds administered through a local 
religious council, (Hamoetza Hadatit). The religious council consists of repre­
sentatives of political parties and existing synagogues. In almost every community, 
religious parties are part of the local government coalition. Thus, the local 
religious council is necessarily weighted heavily in favor of the Orthodox group. 
Under the best of circumstances, even an enlightened mayor and local government 
would not jeopcrdize the support of the religious parties necessary for their 
coalition by contributing to a Progressive congregation. Furthermore, the :religious 
council generally has a long file of requests for new synagogue buildings, which 
are erected in accordance with congregational needs and available funds. There is 
such a backlog that there is no possibility even in an enlightened community of 
assistance to our synagogues. 
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I had a conversation with the most enlightened mayor in Israel, 
Abba Houshi of Haifa, who prodded me as a representative of the Reform movement 
indicating that he wanted very much to have a Reform synagogue in Haifa, stipul~ting 
that he was willing to give us a fine piece of land, but asking, "Nu, where is 
the money from America for the buildinr;?" 

Many American Jewish movements have erected centers in Israel. The 
buildings of the Zionist Organization of America and B'nai B'rith have become 
cultural centers of considerable influence. Everyone in Israel knows about 
"Nelson Glueck's chapel" in Jerusalem, because it is a magnificent physical 
structure. Our movement needs buildings as religious-cultural centers to provide 
the essential physical facilities necessary for services and educational cultural 
programs -- and to symbolize the importance of our movement. 

It is obvious that no Israel congregation can afford to purchase its 
own building without outside assistance. Every institution erected in Israel -­
whether the Hebrew University, the Weitzman Institute, or the Haifa Technion, or 
schols, museums, etc. -- has been erected almost exclusively with overseas funds. 
The average Israeli is taxed at least a third of his income, is constantly borrow­
ing to maintain his standard of living, and very little is left for synagogue 
buildings. Nevertheless, I feel that it is essential, from their perspective as 
well as from ours, for them to contribute to the construction of synagogues. A 
synagof.l,le is not a university or a museum, but a living instrument in which congre­
gants must feel the sense of participation if the contribution is to fulfill its 
purposes. Therefore, it is essential that we do not build synagogue buildings 
for our Israel congregations, but cooperate with them in doing so. 

I propose that we establish a synagogue building fund which would be 
predicated on a formula of one Israeli pound being raised hy each congregation for 
each American dollar conrributed. Such a formula would represent a considerable 
sacrifice on the part of our present congregations, but I firmly believe they 
would be prepared to make it if they knew money woulo be available from us. We 
should embark on an immediate synago~ue building program for Haifa, Tel Aviv, and 
Ramat Gan, with subsequent ~uilding programs to be developed for the future. I 
met with the leadership of all three of these congregations who were desperate 
for some kind of assistance. They all recognized that they would have to parti­
cipate in any building program, and indicated their willingness to make what for 
them would be considerable expenditure of funds. I have some specific proposals 
which can be discussed at the appropriate time. 

I propose that we establish a synagogue building fund committee, 
which would assume prime responsibility for raising funds for buildings in Israel. 
We should explore intensively the possibility of acquiring funds by the conrribu­
tion of Israel bonds. The HUC-JIR in Jerusalem was built primarily in this manner, 
and there is no reason why we should not engage in a similar campaign. The recent 
flurry of bonds purchases offers especially fertile ground. 

A Brief Footnote: The Conservative movement announced last summer that it was 
entering into an agreement with the Histadrut to build a Synagogue-Histadrut Center 
in Haifa. The representatives of the Histadrut in America and Israel indicated 
a desire to embark on a similar cooperative program with Progressive Judaism. I 
investigated the matter thoroughly, engaging in two discussions with Yehoshua Levy, 
the treasurer of Histadrut, and consulting with representatives of our congrega­
tions. I recommend that we do not engage in such a cooperative program. The 
Histadrut, for its part, cannot"a'fford to be put in a position of building 
synagogues, let alone synagogues of the Progressive movement- What they would be 
willing to do . is to erect some kind of a center next to a synagogue, which 
facilities could be used by the synagogue, but with the clear understanding that 



- 14 -

the building was a Histadrut building. From our perspective; I believe it is 

essential that our synagogues remain independent of any institution or political 

party in Israel. The Histadrut is a magnificent organization, but it nevertheless 

represents a particular segment and a specific political philosophy. Our movement 

should be above any socio-political ideology, because only then can we exert the 

necessary moral and spiritual force which can enable us to make our greatest con­

tribution to Israel. Furthermore, such cooperative endeavors would be bound to 

lead to all kinds of administrative complications. It may be more difficult for 

us to raise fu.~ds, but the extra effort is worth the price of independence. 

Reorientation of Perspective I am concerned that, both in 
Israel and in America, we have placed too much stress on the legal difficulties put 

in our path by the lack of religious rights and the opposition from the Orthodox, 

and proportionately insufficient stress on the necessity for building a viable 

movement. Even assuminrr that our ra})bis could officiate at marriages, there is no 

assurance that our movement would be much stronger than it now is. In any case, 

until such time as we have a dynamic movement with many congregations and rabbis, 

the struggle to achieve full rights will not be successfully pursued. On the one 

hand, it is essential to fight for the issue cf rights whenever it arises. It is 

undoubtedly true that many people have heard about our movement and been attracted 

to it as a result of the failure to obtain halls for services, and stupid acts of 

oppositon by the rabbinate. But obstruction of our efforts by the Orthodox will 

not in and of itself build a movement. If we are indeed serious about our efforts, 

we must devote energy, resources, and personnel to the cause. Until such time as 

we begin to do that in a serious, concentrated manner, we ourselves and not the 

Orthodox will be the most serious obstacle to the development of our movement. 

The Need for National Coordination and a National Coordinator in 
Israel 

As I_ werit from place to place, it became obvious that there was little 

sense of a national movement. Each of the congregations works independently of the 

others. For a minor example, they all advertise separately for the High Holy Days 

in the same national papers, whereas for the same amount of money, they could have 

a large ad of considerable prominence which would publicize the movement as a 

whole in addition to providing the specific information required for each congre­

gation. Our congregations need to collaborate on joint undertakings. They need 

to begin to take public positions on crucial religious and moral issues confronting 

Israel. They need to begin to have the equivalent of a UAHC structure and a person 

who will fulfill the function at least of a regional director. They need to publish 

a journal for the movement which will reflect the thrust cf the movement and give 

national identity to it. This sense of movement must be built by means of a 

central coordinator, who with a modest budget will convene conferences, assume 

responsibility for publication of a journal, and meet officially as the represen­

tative of the entire movement with government and non-government officials. 

Furthermore, there should be a clear line relationship of the coordinator to 

New York, in order that decisions may be made quickly, effectively, and responsibly. 
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World Union for Progressive Judaism Conference July 3-6 1 1968 

The World Union conference offers a magnificent opportunity to 

demonstrate the attachment of Reform Judaism to Israel, and also to capture the 

interest of our leaders in America and throughout the world in helping to give 

support to the movement in Israel. For the latter purpose, it is essential that 

there be real planning now, both by the World Union and by the congregations in 

Israel. For example, a packet of materials should be prepared, presenting 

information concerning all of the congregations, and the activities of the movement 

as a whole. Arrangements should be made for delegations to visit every one of 

the congregations and participate in services. There should be meetings with 

representatives of the Boards of Trustees. It would be desirable to use the 

occasion of the World Union conference to announce the launching of some building 

programs. It is essential to convene a public relations committee, both in Israel 

(there are some contacts which our rabbis there already have) and here to achieve 

the best possible coverage for the conference. The program should project the 

thrust of the world-wide movement, and of the contribution which the movement in 

Israel can make to the enrichment of Israeli life. 

Summer Program at a Kfar Noar (Youth Village) for Reform Jewish Youth 
Ages 14 and 15 

At meetings held prior to my departure, I met with the educational 

staff of the UAHC, including Rabbis Alexander Schindler, Henry Skirball, and 

Robert Widdom, and Albert Vorspan to discuss the possibilities of initiating a 

program for youths 14 to .15, which is under the age limit of the present NFTY 

program in Israel that begins at age 16. We developed the broad outlines of a 

program, and then met with Dr. Judd Teller of the Histadrut and Itai Zak, the 

director of Hakfar Hayarok, a youth village under the auspices of the Histadrut 

near Tel Aviv. For six years now, Hakfar Hayarok has been conducting programs 

for 150-200 American youth during the summer. They informed us that they would be 

happy to make space available for us and cooperate in any way possible with a 

program of our choosing. It was determined that I should make a visit to Hakfar 

Hayarok and explore other possibilities, and then make a recommendation as to the 

feasibility of holding such a program for the summer of 1968, and also recommend 

a location for such a program. 

I visited Hakfar Hayarok, met with Itai Zak and his father, Gershon, 

the founder of the institution. Hakfar Hayarok is one of the most well developed 

and well known youth villages, of which there are a considerable number in Israel. 

These are democratically run institutions where youth live, complete their secon­

dary education, anc work the fields and operate the entire villa8e themselves. I 

visited three such villages durin8 the course of my stay and was impressed with all 

of them, particularly with the high caliber of the personnel administering them. 

They are educational institutions in the finest sense of the word, providing a 

24-hour environment which is capable of having a very real influence on children 

of various backgrounds. The youth villages have become an important element in 

the objective of nation building. 

(Parenthetically, I could not but wish that somehow or other, the 

concept could be transplanted to the U.S. We could resolve many of the problems 

plaguing the educational systems of our inner cities.) 

I determined that even though Hakfar Hayarok is a magnificent physi­

cal facility, there would be some problems in connection with our conducting a 

youth program there. In the first place, since we were talking about an 

experimental program of only 40 to 50 youth, Hakfar Hayarok would continue to have 
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a group of at least 150 other American youths who would come as individuals and 
not be identified with any particular youth movement. This would present a number 
of complications and would not be desirable from the educational point of view. 
Also, since Hakfar Hayarok is so well established, they have their own routine 
and would not be as flexible as desired in adjusting to the routine which our 
program would require. 

I, therefore, simultaneously with my discussions with the officials 
of Hakfar Hayarok, initiated exploration elsewhere -- and with the cooperation of 
Rabbi Robert Samuels, established contact with Kfar Galim, a similar though less 
well developed institution on the shores of the Mediterranean, a few kilometers 
south of Haifa. Kfar Galim is administered by Abraham Meron who is a member of 
the Haif~ congregation, an excellent educator, and most anxious to have his students 
come under the influence of our particular religious approach. I held several 
discussions with the staff of the Merkaz LatfuzJt, and before making a final deci­
sion, Mr. Joseph Wenkert of the Merkaz Latfui8t accompanied me at meetings with 
the officials of Hakfar Hayarok and Kfar Galim. Kfar Galim has many advantages. 
Rabbi Robert Samuels is close by. The Kfar is an instrumentality of the Haifa 
Ministry of Education and the full facilities of that Ministry will be available 
to us. 

Recommendation: That we initiate immediately a summer program in 
cooperation with Kfar Galim, this coming summer of 1968, for approximately 40 to 
50 youths, ages 14-15. On the assumption that we will go ahead with such a 
program, I arranged for the following committee to be appointed to assume respon­
sibility in Israel: Rabbi Robert Samuels, Abraham Meron, Director of Kfar Galim; 
Joseph Wenkert representing the Merkaz Latfui~t, and Yonatan Gali, Deputy 
Superintendent of Schools, City of Haifa. The City of Haifa is most anxious to 
cooperate with us in this project, and I believe that the undertaking offers 
tremendous potential for our movement. 

We agreed that we would make a definite commitment no later than 
the end of December. I have brought with me some suggested outlines of program 
and other details which I will present to the committee. I recommend that a 
committee of the UAHC staff be appointed with one person designated as responsible 
to pursue the program from our end immediately. I indicated to them that the 
cost charged to the parents would have to be no more than $975 for a ~5 day pro­
gram. The financial details will have to be worked out, as will the details of 
the program. The project would have to be self-sustaining financially. 

Footnote: I was so impressed with the possibilities of establish­
ing relations with Youth Villages and the o~vious advantages to be derived there­
from, that I recommend that for the time being we do not pursue any pro8X'ams for 
establishing our own summer camp in Israel. Under the best circumstances, such a 
camp would be an artificial transplant, isolated from the mainsrream of Israeli 
life, whereas the established Youth Villages offer an opportunity for a real Israeli 
experience, living, studying, and working with Israeli youth. It would be my hope 
that in due course, we could also send Eisendrath International Exchange students 
there for periods of a half year, along the lines of the Leo Baeck program. 
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Study Mission in Israel, June 30-July 3, 1968 I l!'ecommend 
that the Israel Committee of the UAHC, which includes representatives of all 
UAHC affiliates, the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
together with the membership of the Israel Committee of the CCAR and individually 
invited board members of our national in8titutions, convene a special study 
session in Israel for three days prior to the World Union conference. 

The purpose of this study mission would be to make a study of the 
character, problems, and needs of the Progressive movement in Israel, and to issue 
a report containing recommendations for action. The study mission would serve as 
a training ground for committee members, familiarizing them with their task and 
developing an esprit de corps and sense of purpose among them. It would also 
stimulate more informed participation in the World Union conference. 

I have asked Shulamit Levine of the Merkaz Latfuzot, Rabbi Ezra 
Spicehandler, HUC-JIR in Jerusalem, and Rabbi Melvin Zager of our Tel Aviv congre­
gation to constitute an Israeli committee to propose an agenda and to be responsible 
for securinf, speakers, etc. for the study mission. I propose that we organize a 
similar committee here. 

CCAR Seminar in Israel -- Under the leadership of the chairman of 
the CCAR Israel Committee, Rabbi Leon Kronish, we have held several discussions 
concerning the establishment of an annual CCAR seminar in Israel. Rabbi Kronish 
has in turn been in contact with the CCAR Executive Committee and Dr. Nelson Glueck. 
At meetings in Israel, Rabbi Ely Pilchik and I discussed the seminar with the staff 
of the Merkaz Latfuzot. Consequently, I arranged that a committee consisting of 
Rabbi Ezra Spicehandler, Chairman, Shulamit Levine, and Rabbi Melvin Zager be 
constituted to discuss the program of the seminar. I am now suggesting to Rabbi 
Kronish that all details concerning the administration and conducting of the 
seminar be handled directly by him with this committee. 

Programs for Rabbis of CCAR in Israel -- I discussed possible 
programs for rabbis with a number of persons in Israel, including the staff of the 
Merkaz Latfuzot, Mr. Isaiah Avrech, Director of the Department of Higher Education 
of the Histadrut, and various representatives of the kibbutz movement. There are 
a number of very exciting possibilities which could well be explored. Mr. Avrech 
is convening in the near future a special meeting of representatives of his 
department and of the kibbutz movement, to enlist suggestions from them as to ways 
in which rabbis might serve during their sabbatical stays. He is also going to 
explore the possibilities of developing a special Ulpan for ra.~bis, the major 
financial burden of which the Histadrut would bear. I will report on these 
discussions directly to Rabbi Kronish and his committee. 



THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

■ RABBI HENRY F. SKIRBALL 

E 
0 .. -0 
E 
Cl) 

~ 



J. 

AdO.'.ll 
01'13X) 

Proposals for a W\HC Camp in lsrael 

History of the project as an idea: 

On February 6, 1964, 1n a letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler. I 
noted: 

It occurred to me -that ono of the finost. youth institutions the UAI-IC could sponsor would be a cm1p in Israel. 'l'his would differ from NF'l'Y tours in that it w,, 1ld he a :more sedentary experience, provide more of an organized croative arts and educational program as W'oll as a normal athletic 1,rogram and. allow for a better and more sustained oontact bobmen a group of P.morioan Reform Jewish boys and girls and their Isr eli environment. Of course, it would be a powerful bridge b.)t\'. n the .nmoriean Reform Jewish Community and the embryonic one in sro.ol, giving strength to both. 
Rabbi Schindler graciously responded (2/11/64): 

The ea.~p in Israel idea is exceedingly fine. As a mattar of fact, NFTY student exchange progra.nz and the various summer tourn are all tending in that direction. Our seven week Bible institute, for all intents and prupcsos , i j st that •••• saven weeks of work and study and travel in Ioraol. 
That a fuller cam.? would be of perhaps somewhat greater benefit is of little question to me. 

A week later, Fcglnla.ry 13, 1964, At Rabbi Schindler•s suggea·tion t wrote 
to .. abbi Ueney F. Skirball: 

When we consider the good that all of our student exchange progrruns and the sununer tours are doi g, it aeems to rae even more beneficial to have a living situi1tion in Isr el for our youth. This could be not only the contact, tho bridge be~~eon American and ~sraeli, con­necting future generations together, but an educational opportunity hardly to be surpasoed. l envision a daily program involving not . only sports and swimming but po~erfully motivated creativo arts workshops on dance, drama, and £Ong, Hebrew groups on all levelo, kibbutz work, and such other cvoning and festival progrzuns that would allow our kids to exp~oss themselves as creatively and Jewishly ao possible. 

Both responses from Rabbi Schindler and rmbbi Skirb all were gratifying. Urgod on by their response, t wroro again to Rabbi Skirball~ He had raised some specific quoationo. These were some answers: 

I 

t 
I 
I. 

l 
l 

'l.'he aspect of the program whic: concerns rJO tn0st is not the touring but the actual encampmento, the opportunity to live on a dai to day basis in the environment of Israel, to engage in workshops, didcussions Kibbutz work, and to moot., if possible, children of Israeli fru:iilics who aro already beginning to espo GO some pos~tive feelings toward Reforra. 
Yost I can see tho Israeli child certainly attending sucll a camp,. I can sc- him '<7o.r1dl'l.tj wJ. t,,~ ~our l\merica."'l child on projects, exoh.tmging 
id3as and just living togetler, touc ing elbows and lives • . 
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'l"hia t:Grtainly should not. bo :}U$t anotb r Amarican:eaop. In 

addition t.o the activitiea sug--i:,ate<! al>ove, wa ntight • von be ablo 

o throw in some clar.. sin lem-ntnry r:r brew conva sation, perhaps• 

some xeadin(J' . 'I.ho n.otiva.t.1on fo~,. a Uebrew opoaking program in tho 

United St.ates· cnn :n.aver t:ia::cb. th uilt.--in motivation of !srael. 

now we could lift the~ l.ovolo o:f this kind of edueatio.-1 in tho u. S. 

is amazing whon you b~ nlc of tho poaaihil!ty tbat. ovory year a 
certain numor of uobrow·svon'k :ng, Hobrew reading -nd writing "shock 

troopa ~ of our own childrot iL. z:-~turn from lax-tlel to ir,.v.igo~a:te 

th ducation l tees l1Qro of l .ciea. 

tlrobl ,!'."It;• ll re uo some nowors i 

1. S'J.t~•p 

' 

As fol!' staff: it is noc -ary to havo bot.nan ~rican pct'Bon and 

an Israeli per:.011, t. , At:!O. c . tc o r\:.:icruiting of children a..~d. 

otnff and the foxmulation wi • ational of program, e.nd tho Is~Acli 

to maintain liaimn '.tith " • ss -cy gencio.e in that country ~nd ·o 

do tho all il: .• por a t • ob c. ·,nt•· .9 sur- t.~ ri.t tho f.iciliUos are in 

o:rd(1r for t.h. coming c ,.> ~ace:: n. I thiuk th~t it \till certainly 

ho possible to ( G - ·- ~ fr -- 1 ,. U • S. to 90 to Israel without 

~:.:.pocting oalary c i i a .i.on • n1i1 not nocessarily talking out 

rabbis hut about !lf£1 pl WlO, o C"' i1:pod in Uebrew and in t-;nglish, 

~oat importantly in er ti· ar~g, fields of urama~ dance, and 

arts and crafts; -~O.i.tla wl o are skilled teaehora.. uaving provioualy 

t..~ought a.bout th! : t • ""t ff rather curcfully, l can t.cll 

you right now that krio~ • 'l people beautifully okillcd in. 

campin~, ereative ·arts LUlu e~i~l e :o tion who would ba overjoyod 

to halp run auch a progr ~ .--s ·thou· worrying what th:ly would (J'E:Jt paid. 

Of course; we would ha '\:O trn~•tl' o their ti:ansJ;>O:rtation. 

f 2. 'l'HE OUE$'1'ION o~· h ~ G-ctn? t;•~ P..AISJZO. 

~is camp would bQ fr 11 t 13 yanr old ago group. I cannot 

. sae my way clear to (l!tVidlionin., allo\lling a younger child to t-cnvol 

to such a (JXO.'lt le ~Jt~1. On the ot t~r band, I waat ver.y mueh to 

<Jxposo children uho are still o .. act.iw religious eohool ago to this 

program. It, mi~ht: be, ti_ou ~1, that an older rou. :would ho thf~ boot 

l:,incl of filot 2rou. to stn,rt,, rue. , • a pr_oqram. 

CC,t~CLUS?ON; 

i\t this ;,oint, A,pri • ~9 s, I .'.lm wedoed to the idc of an older 

group, from 13 to lS, still abl~ tc return .and ~lunge their newly 

ainecl skill an.-1 c. th o! ~o • l.n o religious ochor.>l and yo\.\th group, 

yot older and uc,,ru,3wnnt moro t,ior receptive and s nsitiVG to th 

exp rienco. ?raoti-ally, a· 

has its advantng s. 

·:ill sr.ow, this group of 13 to 15 
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ng ll~bld.$ Schinc~lcr • Gki,:bnll, 

t?· r 1bi~ of t.hor. con9re9 tio. 
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RA.31:l:t LEIVY SHOLAR 

A. Tho sunim4,: Ls "'nt~rely +:.o • o t:i.pont in :tsraol for either sevon 

or ei ht weoks (SO or 56 d i,•..,) • uctwoen 29% and 251 of tho time in 

Ioraol t!'.lay bo opont in touring the country, no more, l ~ver, tha11. 

tuo ter;)ks o t of the ei h ... or ~:»cut t 1clv llo.ys ou~ o ... the 50 o y 

period. t;eba r omaindor o ... clte time i spe1t at the camp sit t 

rogr;i."Q. 

B. ~'l() m-.'ii:n r may hc91 

by a " eek long cru1 

ho usod f¢~ o~ie tatio 

a fl. ght • ::Qm .. i,. Y .. to Jtorne, follow 

0 a:ita . 'l'ho cruise ti.ma is to 

11: arning axperiecne. lt has bean u.cmon-

i tion. '?be l.o e3t n·J•J g:rouv ucing ex- 1se tima educationally is 

f 14/15 011 the Histadx·\ w program. ...~ in would 1:)~ p. SS day progrm-i.1. 

(Sa 

day in that. uoa £1~0 meet.in . 'ti t.'1 suropean RE.forlll Jew a and for 

touring. ~hi oulu lJ a 5 a.y ilrogram. (seo nbovo) 

' 
~I_t_a~n_t_~_~t_i_v~~.-l~Y&...,. ...... .....;.;...;..........,;.....;..::.-.......; ............. ' that the $U:nffl~r ~ tith a ~h~e 

' nt.'!ficial to our eo.r.a 'Gl! •• a "m !nt.rinoic part of thoir • unmicx- ex­

p .:ienclil, which i·, af+cr a ... l, a ~brid building 111 e~pe:rienc:c. it 

in co!':f::ae~ wlth the UFTY group involv ... d 

uch contact i tl ei t .. v3r o. Euroi~an. 

group or a .. :FTY p gram grou. not. ;lOStJ ble, t? o st y in Europe ~ 
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touring only, will l>e . jor sveling point to p t"Onts. Sinee t.t-u.s J .. 

J.s for parents mo:st prooa.hly a on - shor cow a:tr.erience, the es:alus1on ' 
of Europe whioh to thctn is ".:lo olomaft mo.yr is obj cttons. 
The ago gr<.aup element ili 01)tion a~ n.araoly, that. our children mny be 
too young ior t.he limit:it<l phy.Gioal ~:- a of a ship leads me to profer 
option c. SGcondly, 1:.r-.,,;1rnc-:ming on snipboard i a tricky business 
and an w.mec s arily ris~y beginning ror flodgling program. 

IV.. i?P.llGRi'it~ll".1!1.JO Al.MS Ant> Cvlrr' , 1T: ---------------ihe ~ost con~re·o benefit a campe~ will reeire and he 
abl~ to transmit to is 

• nstru .. !·ior in e11giou:l school to a moro 

.,fJ/ Si th.o Mare l!l62 racomm.endationa 
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A, Xt. should ti in . 4th 

t.ho Co1.1W1ission se ke to romote. lli?£ra\-, as a lz::ll9ua~e of the 
p_l"ay:ari'>!)O~ an,d th~ eht;:nash, that. 1e, nobra'(,.1 as a lc.nr.JuarJ~ ~ 
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Ona af tbe Cotttnis i<m O o recoJ:ru'!OntlQtionu i for: ru?ligious School 
to J.nolu" , 120 hours f ilcbrew inst.r1.,ot.i.on a yea~ !n their 
program. (l.t io, of course" unrealis•ei.e to LMUH.tme thQt, the 
lewl of 

SUll, there · ill r,ot .b ., t.co groat an extreme botw an tho 
highest. &nd lowe t levol ainea wo are doe.ling with a con• 
contratc;)d age ::irou:;,.) \'U. il n e<:impotont staff, .a three or 
fo r tr ck r a:li.n p ·o r i an be att .,,. ted. 
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saion with maxita.um of 14 days of touring can 

be as hi9l1 aa GO llou :J r a little leaa than 11:i bou1."S a day~ 

divided into tuo to.acllir.ei _artods a day. 

nm subj~ct of for J.r.q,. ttertainly thore houl.d be 
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.aiblo, lsrac,. 'rod y, and (,ontc.11 oroey J \-ti~h niat.oey ... In 

,".e~li:i.g wi t.t: l '3 .. 15 y~or old::, ·t11ro -:ire de.,!llin\i 1d th chiluron 

fror.1 th~ eig ·1th to . o ,. ::th grce~ , almo:Jt :ul. cf whom have 

):Un through our thrc_ yea~ ·;\Be history and Bible series. 
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The area of Contemporary Jewish- Histor;t,corresponding to the influx of eastern 

European immigrants into the u.s., the rise of Zionism, the post WWI era, the 

onslaught of WWII, and the creation of the State of Israel, gains life and 

breadth when taught in a land of immigrants, Zionists,. survivors of the 

holocaust, and builders of the state. 

The Bible, archaeologically and historicaJ.ly treated, should be another area of 

ongoing study. 

Israel Today can be the subject of seminars- dealing with specific problems of 

the state, including the rise of liberal Judaism in Israel. This series of 

seminars can be tied to the various tiyulim, visits and tours the campers will 

make. 

3. Creative Arts. 

Creative Arts: song dance, arts and crafts, chalil, pageant and drama, is the . 

most powerful area of advancement this camp can offer educationally. 

In terms of sheer joyful involvement in Judaism, the creative arts anywhere, 

but especially in Israel, where they are a naturaJ. part of the land and its people, 

can provide children with the pleasure and colorful dynamism of their civilization. 

The rise of the creative arts as an important area of religious expression in 

Reform Judaism attests to the new important and perhaps the need, in Reform Judaism 

for such creative expression. 

The skills our children learn in this area will constitute a contribution to 

ii schools and youth groups at mme, and an additional supr to those creative arts 

program already in formative existence in the local Temple. 

The involvement and skills emerging from participation in creative arts make 

this a ·crucial aspect of our camp program. 

4. Sports. 

The moral camping athletic program. 

5. Work Projects. 

t 
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Depending on the camp site, prov:l.sion should be made for participation in 
general Kibbuts work or the creation of a small scale but realistically :f'ul.fil-
ling work project for campers. 

their involvement. 

V. . Scheduling: 

Provisional Daily Sehedule: 

A.M. 

6 :30 Wake up and clean up. 

7:15 Breafast. 

7:45 Services. 

8:00 Work project. 

9:15 Midmorning snack. 

9:30 Study Groups. 

10:15 Creative Arts 

11:15 Swimming. 

12:15 Lunch. 

1:00 Rest. 

2:30 Snack. 

2:45 Study Groups. 

workshops. 

Their contri·bution to the land is a measure of 

3:30 Dress for Swim/ Sports/ Evening program preparation. 
5:00 Swimming. 

6 :30 Dinnero 

7:30 Services. 

7:45 Evening program. 

I 
I, 
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Specific Jewish Content 

Study Groups 
Creative Arts • 
Worship 
Evening Program 

work project 
Z"(O minutes 
75 

Time Summary 

345 (almost 6 hourst) 

VI. Age Group. 

Recreation 

Swim 
Sports 

1eo minutes 
(3 hours) 

We recommend a high of fifteen years and a low of thirteen. 

IX. 

Meals, etc. 

1. The oldest among our campers should be of an age where there is minimal 

conflict between this program and other UAHC Israe~ centered program. 

This age grouping is specifically selected since our program. seeks to produce 

a camper who can still contribute to the upper grades of his religious school and 

to his youth group. 

A thirteen yea:r old is in the eighth grade. A fifteen year old is a sophomore 

in High School. 

2. The thirteen year old has at minimum some previous Jewish knowledge. He has 

been a Ba:r Mitzvah and has therefore, most probably spent three years or more in 

Religious School. He has a fair knowledge of better of Bible and history and more 

than a nodding acquaintance with Hebrew. 

It~is · questionable whether a younger child will be permitted to take this 

out of country trip. 

3o Thirteen to fifteen yea:r olds are still of normal summer camping age. Their 

~a.rents are still accustomed to paying for a surnrner long camp season. 

Our .approach to such pa.rents ought to be on the basis of indicating the 

acldi tional money they are paying above wbi!,t they would normally pay. It is that 

additional money that they ·will be paying to send their child to I srael. Parents 

,J,dOO 
•oc13x 
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of youngsters this age can be approached on this basis. 

4. This age group falls between Bar Mitzva.h and Confirmation. The apparent 

success of the National Bar Mi tzva.h Club sho,m how these milestones in a child's 
life can be ~a.red not to lavish parties or i rrelevant gifts, but to an enriching 

and permanently rewarding Jewish experience . As a Confirmation or postponed or 
immediate Bar Mitzva.h or Bat Mitzva.h gift,the Israeli camp experience is extra­
ordinarily meaningful . 

5. In two successf'ul. organizational camps operating with American Youth in Israel, 
the age groupings a.re 14- 17 and 13-16. Our maximum/minimum age projection results 
in a more homoegeneous group than presently in existence iri other camps. It stands 
to reason our age group projection is programmatically realistic. 

VII. Recruitment. 

1. Recruitment at least for t his i nitial period of camp existence will be best 
handled through the agency of the rabbi and the Temple educator. Their attestments 
to the validity of this camp as an enriching Jewish experience is critical with an 
undecided pa.rents and equally so, in gaining entree into a home or a community. 

· The value of this experience to rabbis and educators will be evident enough so ~ 

t hat their endorsement will not prove difficult to secure. 

2. Their involvement is necessary where a s cholarship case emerges. The immediate 
value of a product of our camp to the Templ e 's educational and youth program will 
provide good cause for financial assistance to be forthcoming. It is evident 

that local endorsement will better help produce local funding. 

3. The approach to parents should be based on various points: 
,. 

a. There have been other camps oper ating in Israel successf'ul.ly for the past 

five years. 

b
0 

This is not a kibbutz. It is not an all wrk, minimum facility and mini-
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mum supervision kind of operation-- which the term kibbutz might cause a 

parent to think. 

c. It is another of our UAHC camps and will maintain the same standards of 

health, safety, diet, and supervision as found in the other UAHC camps. 
r\ 

d. Similar to other camps in Israel in matters of operation and even in pro-

grannning structure, it differs from them in two major respects. It differs 

because it is geared programmatically and religiously along the lines of 

Reform Judaism. It differs beeause its program is intimately bound up 

·with the Jewish educational program the child is bound up with at home. 

e. There will be contact with children, of our newly emerging liberal congrega­

tions in Israel and thus an opportunity for close living contact with 

Israelis. 

f. We anticipate a minimal language problem, certainly no language barrier. 

If we take your child, you sl:ould be assured that we know his ability in 

Hebrew and will pay closes,t attention to his needs. . Our Hebrew speaking 

in camp is informal, very gradual. A slow learner will not in any way 

lose out in any respect. Our staff is bi-lingual. Our top staff is American. 

Hebrew speaking will be a.normal and natural outgrowth of the camp ex­

perience. Hebrew reading, of course, will be directly geared to any child's 

individual level. 

g. This is not a school}. but a camp. All of our UAHC canp are in existence 

in order to :fUlfill the goals of Jewish camp programming. This kind of 

camp has been in existence for over thirty years in .America. Our Israel 

cami,, with its built in motivation will naturally result in a more intensive 

program. 

h. Regular camp activities such as athletics, swim, hiking~ arts and crafts, 

drama, dance, song, a.re pa.rt of our total program. 
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i. A good part of Israel willube seen. At least 201<, of our camping season 

is devoted to touring~ 

j. We differ in our aims and goals from other tour,ing programs. We are 

concerned with a deep personal Jewish experience as opposed to the q,uick 

glance at the sites of Israel tours provide. The key words in our pro­

gram are intensive and permanent. We want to add to your child's Jewish 

knowledge in a more permanent manner, to reinforce what he knows, to add 

to what he may not have already learned. Ours is a living in experience, 

where there is a home to return to, a place to evaluate his experience 

and make them part of his permanent residue of Jewish emotion. and know­

ledge. Out touring is not continuous. There is no danger of "getting 

tired" of the same k:hnd of experil:ence every day. Every tour thus leaves 

its own unique imprint. 

k. Our staff is child trained, nature, Jewishly experience and wiae in the 

ways of camping. It consists of educators, camp people, and rabbis. Our 

specialists are highly experienced in their fieia. Our staff is trained 

to be at home in Israel and is thereby able to communicate a sense of home 

and security to our campers. 

1. The cost of camp is more than you would pay for a filll summer camping season 

in the Uni~ed States. ~he experience in Israel will cost~- What sl:ould 

be considered is not the total tuition fee, but row much more Israel costs 

than a seven or eight week season. at home. That additional margin above 

the normal cost is the real price of the Israel camp for a child. 

m. A fine VAY t:O fiitatlce the trip with perhaps little additional cost to the 

total financial burden parents bear for their child's upbringing is to 

consider it pa.rt of a Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, (or looking 

• .Adoo) 
Oti3X / ' 
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Ahead, a Sweet Sixteen) The meaning of the religious experience in the child's 

life becomes intensified by a follow up trip to Israel and is more Jewishly 

enduring than the most lavish party. 

n. There are many other American children in Israel enjoying the Israeli camp 

experience. Over a half dozen camps a.re in operation; almost 500 children are 

there. Your child would be sharing ful l y in this already existing successful 

and joyful camping life. 

A clOJ 
0~3Xj 



. "' 

i 

XIV 
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RABBI LEIVY SMOLAR 

1. Staff 
a. Top +evel voluntary including rabbis, educators, athletic, creative arts, 

waterfront, some administrative. 

b~. Other staff paid including kitchen chef, kitchen help, caretaking, 

general maintenance. 

2. Age of campers 13-15. Co-ed. 

3. Duration of Seasons: 56 days. Touring: 14 days. Post ca.mp: 3 days in 
Europe. 

4. PDogram: 

a. Hebrew reading tied to Commission goals. 

b. Informal conversational Hebrew, 

c. Study -group a.reas: Bible, Contemporary Jewish History, Hebrew reading. 

d. Seminars: Current trends in Israel, e.g., Liberal judaism. 

e. Tour program including orientation and evaluation. 

f. Daily and Sabbath worship. 

g. Evening programs, pageants, etc. 

h. Creative Arts. 

i. Athletics, waterfront, etc. 

j. Work Project. 

5. Daily shcedule commitment heavily oriented towards Jewish programming, although 

all inclusive. 

6. Recruitment using rabbinic contact and religious school contact. 

7. Fourteen point parent contact program. 

8. Cost: between $700 and $1,000. 

9. Site: to be determined. New Baeck campus land a possibility. 



~. Ma~rry L. Sclrwartz, 
Director or Education 
Congregation B111ai Jehudah 
712 ... ast 69th street 
Kansas City, M1esour1 64131 

Decenmer 13, 1965 

I rea.lly ve bo infomation concerning a sUl'\'!lrr ... . ~gi.-am 
ir IDl"ael apart fl-om any o our NFTI tours . 

The Jeviah .Ag/3nc'T at 515 Park A-.enue would be a better 
source for i:.'lfaMllation :i.or that. am::l it mi.ghv be well if 
you were to write them. 

I am, o ta z th.. 1i , •-cy f sen , a copy of' your 
l€1tter to our NFI'Y office, SiJnom' Chasdi, w o handles 
NF Y1s tours, kooi-is great deal abou ... Israel, and might 

to 7ou also. 

Obviousl:f, I l ook for~a-rd to s cin ou i..."l Phi del~a. 
With ..rn good wishes, I am 

cc r Simone Cbaad1 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexan •,,,r 1.. " • ndlol"' 
Director of F'.(:lucation 



DR. Will/AM B. SILVERMAN 

Robbi 

HIRSHEl l. JAFFE 
Assrstont Robbi 

PETER TAORMINA 

Contor 

FRANK J. ADtER 
Adminirtrotive D1redor 

MAURY L. SCHWARTZ 
Oireclor of Edu,otion 

OFFICE RS AND TRUSTEES 

JA CK REITZES 

President 

BERNARD HOFFMAN 
first Vice-Presid ent 

ALEX A. LEVY 
Second Vice-Presidenl 

HOWARD W. FRIEDMANN 
Third Vice-President 

ABE BOGRAD 
Treasurer 

LIPMAN G. FEW 
Secrelary 

MRS . Al VIN J. BAER 

DR. ABEE. BRAVERMAN 

JEROME COHEN 
Pres,denl , Temp le Brolherhood ) 

PHll/P DRE/FUSS 

LARRY J. FRANK 

MYRON l. GARFINKLE 

MRS. MARSHALL S. C ARRY 
(President, Temple Sisterhood } 

WESLEY GOLDB ERG 

HERBERT JACOB 

ELLIOT l. JACOBSON 

LOUIS S. MEYER 

STANLEY A. MORANTZ 

MANUEl R. MOUBER 

MRS. LEO H. POUOCK 

HERBERT M. ROPE 

S. ST AN FO RD SAPER 

H. JAY SHARP 

ROBERT SPITZ 
(P,esidenl , Temple Marrieds) 

ERWIN STIEFH 

LESTER R. STIFFELMA N 

MRS. LESTER R. STIFFELMAN 

SOLBERT M. WASSERSTROM 

JOSEPH R. WILNER 

DARWIN H. WOlKOW 

RALPH ZARR 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
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Boord Members ) 

BUTLER DISMAN 

IRV/N FANE 

LEO WERTGAME 

DONAlD J. LOEB 

IRVIN D. ATLAS 

MARTIN FROMM 

712 East Sixty-Ninth Street • Kansas Cit y, Missouri 64131 
Te le phone: E Merson 3-1050 

December 6, 1965 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

One of our post-confirmands has approached me about the 
possibility of spending a summer working on a kibbutz in 
Israel. She is not a member of our Youth Group which 
might eliminate her joining any NFTY group . 

Her father recent l y returned from Israel as the Midwest 
Regional Director of the Israeli Maccabiah. 

I told her that I would inquire for her and see if some 
arrangements could be made for her to spend the surraner in 
Israel . 

My own situation is somewhat sensitive at this time. I 
have some conflict about pursuing other positions. I hope 
I have an opportunity to meet with you confidentially in 
Philadelphia . 

Sincerely yours, 

M~\7schwart, 
Director of Education 

MS:el 




