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i of the Commission on the Holocaust
\lexander Schindler

1s for Meeting of Commission

: find a comprehensive 1ist of all 1
g with the Holocaust supported by t
5-1975 for your study and review.
ent to you last week, the early par
an evaluation of these projects.

to seeing you in Jerusalem.



Union Central Israelita Polau

Literature under the Nazis

tion of a study by Nahman Blw
wish literature under Nazi oc

of AP 350,000.

Received the wvolume, Shmuse)
ur unter der Deitscher Okupaz:
hal, Buenos Aires: 1966.

the Bialystock Ghetto

tion of a study by Nina Tenenl
ising in the Bialystock Ghett:

of AP 350,000,

Project completed but volum:
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ile War, based on material from
census,

f BF 113,250 payable over two

Classification, codification,
of the material is in progres

I1I. CZECHOSLOVAKTA

ovskych Nabozenskych Obei V Ci
Socialisticke Republice

astrophe of Czech Jewry under

on and publication in Czech a:
ume historv ineludineg a valums



Not known,

IV. FRANCE
le Documentation Juive Contemp

Robinson's Book

on and publication in French
rooked Shall be Made Straight

f FF 15,000 in 1966, FF 15,00
in 1968,

Received La Tragedie Juive So
ére du Proceés de Jerusalem, b

d by Lucien Steinberg; Paris,

Concentrationarv Svatem



£Aation inh the frield o the Ca
hives, libraries and exhibiti

f FF 90,000 in 1965, FF 90,00
' in 1967, FFP 93,320 in 1968,
. FF 137,000 in 1970.

Received: 1) L'Hitlerisme et
dire" by Joseph Billig; Paris,
rael: 20 ans apres la Liberat
rgohns Paris, 1968. 3) "Bibl
+ No. 2 - La France, le Troisi
68, U4) "Les Autorités Allema
by Lucien Steinberg; Les Inve
Volume II; Paris, 1966,

of this series was published
f the Claims Conference: "Alf
Ideologique, Politique, et Ad
Jderien” by Joseph Billig; Les
du CDJC, Volume I; Paris, 196



and compile the documentary r

of DM 50,000,

Project cancelled when organi:

VI. HOLLAND

ing Nederlands Joods Familiea:
utch Jewish Archives Foundatic

Names

on of register of family names
the Netherlands, many of whon
aust.



r Jewish Communities and Orga
olocaust Per

ion, translation and publicat
lection of articles on the Ho

of $1,500, payable over two y
Research in progress.

olocaust in Turkish

ion, translation and publicat:
lection of articles on the Ho:

of $1,833, payable over two yi

Encyclopedia of the Diaspora



Organizations of Eastern Eur:
ish Life Poland

on and publication of an albur
ng, with explanations in sevei
tant events and institutions j
in Poland between the two worl
F $5,000 (IL 30,000) payable ¢

’reparation of this study has

F. Gal-Ed

e Mamna after Warld War TT



on and publication of a compa)
antities and Israel-Diaspora )
aference to the reactions of ¢
» The study is to be based or

ced to students on campuses ir
*1d.

* $13,321 payable over three 3

lesearch is in progress. Ques
iistered in Israel and arrange
‘he administration of the ques
watside Israel.,

d Materials of the Holocaust

n and publication of first vo
shed Materials of the Holocau
located in the Israel State A

g gERPRE B, EE TR N e e -




£ IL 29,600,

on and publication of Volume
include materials from the Ya

f IL 21,700 payable over 2 ye:

What was originally intended -
IT and IV eventually appeared
I of the Guide to Unpublished
Period edited by Yehuda Baue;
e includes materials located :
and was co-published by Yad '
of Contemporary Jewry at the

on and publication of Volume '

f IL 15,000 payable over 2 ye:



n and publication in three vo
Aliyah Bet in its social and
nclude need for illegal entry
to mass movement in Europe a
wish relations and internatio
of Holocaust, and impact of
e establishment of the state,

grant of IL 10,000 to help t
In 1974, a grant of $21,911 w
rs.

esearch on all three volumes .

erence on Jewish Material Cla

n and publication of a five p
the Claims Conference to inc.
the reasons for the material .
otiations leading to tpe_Wasa
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The pericad OI Thne nolocaust,
covering this period.

of IL 36,000,

tion of research and publicat!:
t.

of $19,200,

tion of research and publicat:
phe,

of $13,200.

Funds were utilized to suppol
on the Holocaust.

stance to the Nazis

ion and nuhliratian nf a8 comm
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late in 1976 or early in 1977.

assia - two volumes by Shalom
:d to be ready late in 1976 or

- a volume by S. Krakowsky, J
in the USSR in World War II i

= a volume by Meir Michaelis ¢
ngd struggle against Germany w
975.

rolumes are in various stages

i Annexed by the Soviet Union,

n and publication of a study
ted by the Soviet Union in the
TI. Research covers the size



e "Latvian Jewpy and the Sovit
ewish Affairs.

ings will be synthesized in a

the Jews in the Czechoslovak §
rld War TE

ion and research of Czech doct
i1ls and collection of an oral
1 study and publications deali
on of the Jews in the Czechosl
rermany during World War II.

f IL 22,000,

This project became part of tr
vish Resistance to the Nazis.

Kulka on Czech Jews in Soviet
1. translated inta Hahraw and




Zemanenu (Studies in the Hol
wry) edited by Joseph Walk an
iversity, Yad Vashem and the .

1 1973,

brew Writers Association in I

works of writers who perishe
riters whose works were suppr

on of a volume by David Fogel
nte.

f IL 12,000 payable over two ;

Received Kol Shirei David Fo
' Dan Fagls Tel Aviv: 1966,
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Noah Shtern, and Gﬁéirﬁfﬂ;}'c;
t IL 5,000,

teceived Yalqut Shirim by Chai

n and publication of Yosef Lo
' IL 4,000,

’reparation of this wvolume is

enter for Jewish Folklore Res

£ and transcribing collection:
rtisans and refucees and bv .T



L. Leo Baeck Institute

oks Published by Jewish Autho;

on of a bibliography of books
thors during the years 1930-1'
11l compare the literary activ:
¥y under the Nazi regime with
s prior to the Nazi ascension

£ IL 9,000,

I'he Institute could not imple:
rant was subsequently cancell:

2 and Activities of the Jews i

on of two monographs dealing
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h, by Yehuda Bauer)
£ IL 37,500.

Received two volumes:

a-Qez (The Holocaust in Rig:
v: 1975, :
imzo Ubeli Lehikana (Not to F:
- The Story of Haviva Reich) 1

f $5,000 (IL 30,000) for two
andes a commander of the Jewi:
ion of eyewitness accounts of
and adeclescents.

Preparation of both volumes h:

unicipality of Tel-Aviv-Yaffo



.on and publication of a study
in of Soviet Jews into the int
iths of Soviet-German battles
*» The study is based largely
10 were involved in the evacua

F IL 15,000.
The study is ready for public
L Refugee Groups in Soviet Uni

.on and publication of a study
. the Soviet Union among Polis
an Jewish refugees, 1941<45,

£ IL 18,000,

Study completed, but not yet



LONn &nu PubllCatlon OI a sTud)
intellectuals and Jews in Gerr
5 between the two World Wars,
material,

>f $15,000 (IL 90,000) payable
Preparation of this study has

tianity in the Third Reich

Llon and publication of a study
:lationship between Church anc
tch with special attention to
L, ideclogical and theological
in the Church with regard to

»f IL 34,000 payable over two

Archival source material fron
Geneva and Israel is being ex

. 5 S



Ha-Hagioca Neged Ha-Yehudim
& Bimdinat Slovakiva 1 =1
@d Elimination of the Jews fro
:h: gﬁuvakian State, 1939-1945
Q74 .

of the study dealing with Hun
ges of preparation.

R, University of Haifa

story of Hungarian Jewry

on and publication of a study
f Hungarian Jewry and the rol
vals in the spiritual, cultur
ungary during the period 1919

f $1,786 (IL 7,500).



on of a colleection of documen
'y of the Rumanian government
nternal conditions of the Jew
a in the years 1937-1945,

£ $5,417 (IL 32,502), payavle

Work has begun.

on and publication of the dia
of Rumanian Jewry.

f IL 21,500 in 1970, IL 17,50
in 1973 and IL 30,000 in 1974
nd 1971,

Project was suspended pending

mania II to which remaining i
ad



unaer tTne auspices ol the 1lsr
irld War Veterans.

f IL 16,250 in 1966,
Not known,

rg_Documents

on of an Analytical Index of .
from the Nuremberg Trials, P
by YIVO in New York.

Published: "The Holocaust: Th
Digest, Index and Chronologi
inson and Henry Sacks; Jerusa,

Terms for Persecution and Exti

es in Hebrew containing a lis
used to camouflage their cri:
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ject was supported from 1965 t
ids allocated for Pingas Warsa
roject in order to enable it

Research has been completed;
.dshed,

i Rumenia, 2 volumes

lect was supported from 1966 t
ids allocated for the Filderma
‘ed to this prnaect in order t
- end of 1973/7%. . In 1975 an
'0 was made for publiecetion of

Received Pinkas Hakehillot (E
mmunities) - Rumania, Volume
is in final stages of prepar

Germany
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Research in progress,

: Second Conference on Rescue

.on in English of the proceedi
.onal conference on rescue act
)d of the Holocaust which was

1974,

f $5,833 (IL 34,998) payable

Work has begun.

Jewish Couneil

and record of the Lublin Jud
f IL 33,000 in 1965. Further

Received: "Documents from Lub’



Program continuing.

Ha=-0lam

on of a volume in Hebrew and I
hort biographies and descript!
Haside Umot Ha-Olam (Righteo:
WS,

£ $5,000 (IL 30,000), payable
Nork has begun,

icals

umes on underground periodical
ncluding translations from 31

d Yiddish and 19 in Polish, re
al positions. Also includes ¢



IL 300,000 100,0
IL 300,000 85,7
IL 300,000 85,7
IL k12,300 117,8

IL 446,900
IL. 422,500
IL 290,000
IL 411,000

IL 302,350 100,7

1L Ess:ggu E 155,
$ !

T 3,651,300 $1,000,6;

IX. ITALY

Documentazione Ebraica Conter



Not known, I‘l
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on of a revised edition of the
aner Library Catalogue series
Life and culture of German Jev

® & 1,800 payable over two yesz

teceived draft of catalogue Nc
incelled by Foundation in 1971

m, preparation and publicatio
i1ess accounts of Nazi persecut
of ghettos and concentration

"5 1,500,

'roject not completed and rema
by the Foundation in 1971.



1L 0l pPOSLEDrS dnd SnNort pampni
[olocaust.

5 1,000,

‘'roject not completed and Foun
this grant in 1973,

nar_on Holocaust (WUJS-Paris)

in of the proceedings of the s
held in the Hague in November

" FF 4,900,
lot known,
caust (WUJS-Paris)

for European and Israeli stud
aratlon of the Catastrophe in
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Stance Film Strip
m of a film strip entitled, "
e," illustrating the process

.on and the Jewish resistance
ne.

+ $2,000,

Film strip completed, "Warsaw
tance., "

C. Jewish Teachers Seminary

n the Holocaust and Resistanc:

0 initiate courses of study ol
tance, including its history :



i _the Teaching of the Period

h program to develop material
iing of the Holocaust to pupil
'Y and secondary schools,

£ $24,000.

Received e Story of the Jew
- (Experimental Edition), edit
1967. Volume tested in pilo
The final result was the pub.

tastrophe in Europe, edited b;
1968,

The National Jewish Theater

e Wall" {0 Student Audiences

. ]



Preparation of this volume ha

1locaust

on and publication of a textb
aust for use in day schools,
wllabi and other teaching aid
£ $15,000 payable over three

The velume is in early stage

VO Institute for Jewish Resea

an-Imposed Jewish Representat:

on of the proceedings in a bi.
dition, of the YIVO colloguiw
ewish representations before ;

Mhoa AAaTTAaraninm *anls mlana Sem !



Received Studies on Polish Je
f Joshua A, Fishman, New York:

tish Communal Life in Poland

-on and publication of a study
ships from 1944-1948, highligh
‘0 the liquidation of Jewish c

f $5,000 in 1972 and an addit
L 1973,

The study has been completed
ished. :

ue of Jewish Life in Poland

on and mhlicatinan 4. ¥iAdddiah .



mblished: "The Holocaust: The
\dex and Chronological Tables"
Sacks; Jerusalem, 1975.

+ Holocaust

‘tion and publication of a bib
yhe, of articles in Hebrew per

1, 1951-1965.
* IL 71,500 in 1965 and IL 50,

teceived The Jewish Holocaust
»f the Hebrew Press - a Biblic
Veha-Gevura Sa-Aspaqlaria She
; Mendel Piekarz (ed.); Joint
3ibliographical Series, number

TT ~f a hihliasrranhv on the (
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ry Projects, Bibliog;aphical
1966: Yiddish,

Received oY of Yidd
he and Heroism (1960=1970); e

nt Documentary Projects, Bibl
0. 11; New York, 1970; Yiddis

chmann Bibliography - Prepara:
his volume,

ect was supported in 1967, 19t
Originally scheduled to be put
[ of the Joint Documentary Prc

Series, This work was discor

zraphy on the Holocaust.

aint was anrmnartad iw 10£9 1nd
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aphy of articles on the Holoc:
sriodicals in the years 1960-!
inuing bibliographical series

of $6,666 (IL 40,000), payable
Work has begun.

Ls
ject received support in 1967.
.ption or status of project av

r of Nazi Extermination Polieci

.on of a study of Nazi policie
yfficials to Jewish life durin
12l documents in the YIVO arch

lamd was sissasasmdkad 2o aale 4 m
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; of the Commission on the Holocausi

fer M, Schindler
nal Materials for Meeting of Commi:

;e find a 1ist of Fellowships award
~ projects dealing with the Holocau
is beina sent to you for your stud
sr our meeting in Jerusalem.

d to seeipg you then.
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BL == U.DsA., (LY4D=70)
ve Study of Victimization of Jews 1
ing World War II

United Kingdom, (1966-67, 1967-68)
wish Deportations from Germany

Lehed.

n == United Kingdom, (1974-75)
the Destruction of Polish Jewry

-— Israel, (1966-67)
of Gestapo, Sicherheitsdienst and !
ter 1939

ished: The Beginning of the Gestap:
srsities Press, 1969.

United Kingdom, (1971-72)
rees in Siberia during the Second Wi



i.ﬂti‘. H the Terez
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- Czechoslovakia, (1965-66)
the Jews in Bratislava

Lished: Die Judengemeinde Erhe_Jeu:

srael, (1971-72)
¢ Grodno Region during the Holocaus

Yugoslavia, (1970-71, 1972-73)
dicine in Yugoslavia, 1941-45

ey, - UlSlAt » (19?4’_?5}
cation during the Holocaust

-- France, (1966-67)
nd Social Evolution of the Jews in

1933-63

-- Japan, (1975-76)
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; of the Commission on the Holocaus
ier Schindler

j of Commission

se find the tentative agenda and scl
» Commission on the Holocaust that
it the Tirat Bat Sheva on November |
rmation I am also enclosing a list «
;ion.

re 1ist of Holocaust projects suppoi
|1 be sent to you shortly.

)t already done so, please confirm !



n of Holocaust Projects Supported b
n, 1965-1974

ternoon, November 23rd - 1:30 p.m.

on of New Directions for Memorial F

ovember 24th - 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p

tion of Priorities and Procedures f
ust Projects



lember, Executive Committee,
tion for Jewish Culture

| Hebrew poet

ssor of Jewish Philosophy,
Yeshiva University

- Director-General, World Jewish Cc

ordinator of Jewish Research Instit
Concerned with the Holocaust

itary-General, Latin American Jewish
Congress



T NITIMUTL y LATEWMULYST WWNLLL TS

adation for Jewish Culture
>ted Hebrew poet

rofessor of Jewish Philesophy,
Yeshiva University

1er - Director-General, World

- Coordinator of Jewish Resear
Concerned with the Holoeca

seretary-General, Latin Americ
Congress

Former Executive Director, Mem
for Jewish Culture

President, American Federatlo
np Inmates and Nazi Victims
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b you last week, I am grateful tha
it of our ad hoec Commission on the Ho

i of the Commission are to review am
: in the area of the Holocaust, to i
wcommend approaches, programs and pr
nd support. The Commission will al
sions in Foundation policies, guide:
e impact and results of Foundatiom

mbers of the Commission would be:

Yitzhak Arad

Prof. Yehuda Bauer

Fritz Hollander

Abba Kovner

Rabbi Norman Lamm

Dr. Jacob Robinson

Eli Zborowski (of the World Fede:
Jewish Fighters, Partisans
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ten in 1924-25]: “Hence today I believe
that I am acting in accordance with
the will of the Almighty Creator: by
defending myself against the Jew, I am
fighting for the work of the Lord.” From
the moment he made his entrance on
the historical stage until his death in a
Berlin bunker [in 1945], this sense of
messianic mission never departedi"from
him, nor could any appeal to reason
deflect him from pursuing his murder-
OUS PUrpose. . ..

UULUMIUGI ULy, vV

... Belief in National Socialism [Na-
zism] was like belief in magic and witch-
craft during the Middle Ages, similarly
ruling and inflaming the minds of men.
In the Middle Ages private misfortunes
and public calamities were attributed
to witches and demons, whereas in
modern Germany the Jews were re
garded as the source of evil and disas-
ter. ... In medieval days entire com-
munities were seiged with witcherafi
hysteria, and in modern Germany the
mass psychosis of anti-Semitism de-
ranged a whole people. ...

There were, fundamentally, two totally
disparate and mutually contradictory
images of the Jew that collided with
each other in the paranoid propaganda
of National Socialist [Nazi] anti-Sem-
itism. ... One was the image of the
Jew as vermin, to be rubbed out by
the heel of the boot, to be extermi-
nated. The other was the image of the

VS

ish”

nate

rld.

, how-
Cvuly wiu Ut ouvy tacinouiVeS as
latter-day Laocoons in the grip of a death
struggle. In a paranoid vision, they be-
lieved themselves to be innocent and
aggrieved victims, outwitted by the
machinations of a supercunning and
all-powerful antagonist, engaged in a
struggle for their very existence.. ..

... The Germans became possessed by
the belief that mythic world Jewry was
committed to their destruction. Con-

sequently, in the deluded German mind,

i




ke G e akses sk aaseinay o waeru ) e
charge of “the final solution,” and to
Reinhard Heydrich, SD chief in the
field. Jews who survived the SD strikes
were separated from non-Jewish popu-
lations, locked up in ghettos and held
under the guns of the Einsatzgruppen

JUvr U atamavyy Aswasiasg sasvass ey poulE

portedly for work. In Lwow the
Germans and Ukrainians, in house-to-
house hunts for Tews, shot them ran-

The w
a mon
nize
progra
stance
mans

[the Je
set up
carry

gruppt
When
were 1

German soldiers en route to Poland, September, 19349,
caplion, “We're going to Poland to thrash the Jews.™’

intellectuals would be assigned to clas-
sifying government archives and hence
would be spared the heavy labor soon
to become obligatory for all Jews. On
that understanding, the Judenral pre
pared a list. Volunteers, too, offered
their services. In all, 534 voung edu
cated Jews were laken away and never
seen again. Similar ruses were prac-
ticed in other cities. ...

WORK CARD=LIFE

The German military, having taken over
existing industrial enterprises, began

ope
the
U
he
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R
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to 7,000 having already been murdered
by units of Einsatzgruppe A. The cards
were entrusted to the Judenrat’s labor
office, whose officials, jointly with re-
presentatives of the various trades, be-
gan the distribution according to their
registry. Several hours later, after many
cards had been issued, a German offi-
cial at an industrial enterprise tefb-
phoned to the Judenrat to make sure
that “his” Jewish workers would re-
ceive what he described as their Lebens-
scheins—=life permits. Instantly what
had seemed to be mere administrative
procedure turned into ultimate judg-
ment as to who would live and, in con-
sequence of the German decision, who
would die.

SAVE ONE-SIXTH?

The Judenral officers called an emer-
gency meeting 1o confront the situation.
What should they do? Among the pro-
posals put forward was one to return
all the cards to the Germans with a
statement that the Judenrat could nol
and would not distribute them. Some-
one even suggested burning the cards,
Since the whole Jewish community of
Kovna anneared to he donmed i wae

¢ the
rman
die

ut the
1its
ghetto.
ostly

vussuso owvvuasausou wo owie juaodlat,

broke in, searching for the cards,
smashing doors, breaking furniture,
shouting, “The cards belong to us.”
They seized the remaining cards, after
Judenrat staff and Jewish policemen
had already grabbed many for them-
selves.

All that night the Lithuanian police
guarding the ghetto kept shooting, stir-
ring even greater terror and panic
among the trapped Jews. In the morn-
in
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Warsaw ghetto, 1942, Jews assembled and wailing lo
meaning of “resetilement” is explained on page 18, Y

could be best entrusted to the Judenrat.
Otherwise, what was the real purpose
of this proposed roll call?

Rauke acted surprised that the Judenrat
was worried by this order, for, he as-
sured them, it was only a matter of
administrative expediency. The Ger-
m.ans had thought of giving the Juden-
rat this responsibility, but knowing
that Jews stick tegether, the Germans
were afraid that the Judenrat would
distribute the rations equally to all.
Consequently, Rauke explained, since
their economic interests were involved,
the Germans preferred to handle the
matter their way. Nothing further could
be elicited from him. The Judenrat
officers’ report to the board did not
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On July 19 Himmler ordered that the
“resettlement” of all the Jews of the
Generalgouvernement [Poland] be com-
pleted by the end of the year, H11l'..
rhnw !I.-'

.1bur I.rlbr..l]lnlr.ll..lflﬁ,l 'ul.ulqi be allowed
to remain, though not for very long.. ..

i later, deportations began

1 liu* Warsaw ghetto to Treblinka,
whose gas chambers had just been com-
pleted. In August the Jews from the
ghetto of Lwdw were sent to Belzec
During the summer the Einsatzgruppen
renewed their activity in White Russia,
while Jews from France, Belgium, and
Holland began to be de
witz, In late summer the ]ew-, from




footwear, were first to fill staff needs
at the concentration camps and then
to be sent, for sale, to the troops as an
pndertaking of the Volksdeutsche Mit-
_telstelle (VOMI; Ethnic German Wel-
fare Office). The proceeds were to go

of the Waffen-SS at Ravensbrck.

A provisional balance sheet of Opera-
tion Reinhard for the period April 1,
1942-December 15, 1943, showed that
Reich income was augmented by aboul
180 million Re arks from moneys
and values in kind....

“THE RED SKY"

Arriving at Auschwitz, Belzec, Chelm-
no, Majdanek, Sobibor, and Treblinka,
the Jews encountered a standard pro-
cedure. At camps maintaining labor
installations, like Auschwitz, 10 per-
cent of the arrivals—those who looked

pjdanek death camp. Yad Vashem photo.




wrowded, sealed-off ghettos. In 1941 alone, nearly

etto. YIVO archives,

directed the Judenrat to issue a notice:
“In view of the false information cir-
culating in the Jewish quarter in War-
saw in connection with the resettle
ment, the Judenratl in Warsaw has
been empowered by the authorities to
announce that the resettlement of the
nonproductive population in the Jewish
quarter actually will take place in the
Eastern territories.”

splatz,
wo
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adequate sanitary facilities, water, or
medical aid.
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Confronted with the hopelessness of
their situation, unable to find work,
unable to feed themselves or their
children, fearful of the next day, these
Jews accepted voluntary resettlement
and the gift of bread as their solution.



UEImadn notuce 1 e vvarsaw ghetto, Aug. 1,
1942, promising Jews free bread and mar-
malade if they would report voluntarily for
“resettlement.”
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Jews in gheltos desperately tried to maintain civilize
Warsaw ghetto school, marking Lag Ba-Omer, 1942,

mations, the so-called . .. "Annihilation
Squad,” buttressed by machine guns,
took over. Their procedure was to rout
the Jews out of the blockaded build-
ings...and herd them to the Umschlag-
platz. In the first half of August, the
small ghetto was liguidated, including
its workshops and all its children's
institutions, boarding homes, and or-
phanages.

A first-aid unit, run by the Judenrat,
had been installed at the Umschlag-
platz. A small place=two rooms with
beds for the sick—it became a center
of clandestine rescue activity. It was
operated by Nahum Remba, a General
Zionist long active in the kehilla [the
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Jewish women and children arriving at the Auschwi

immediately to the unspeakable gas chambers, Kevs

mare. In Sokelow Friedrich met a bleed-
ing and bruised escapee from Treblinka,
who described in detail its killing in-
stallations and procedures. Friedrich
made his way back to Warsaw with
his news, but by the time he arrived
the Germans had returned to the ghetto
in full fury.

On September 5 the Germans issued
an announcement that all Jews in the
Warsaw ghetto, withoutl exception.
were to report the following morning
for registration purposes, with food for
two days and drinking utensils, within
an area of seven square blocks located
between the Umschlagplatz and Pawiak
prison. Who ever did not comply would
be shot. ...

The Germans called the Aktion an
Einkesselung, “encirclement.” The Jews
Yiddishized the word to kesl, “caul-
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sight. The streets were strewn with
dead Jewish bodies. On Yom Kippur
the Germans carried out one more
roundup, perhaps only for sadistic gra-
tification. Over 2,000 Jews were taken
that day, including some 600 Jewish



ily, they had gained freedom and auton-
omy. Without families, they no longer
had the care and anxiety for baby
brothers, younger sisters, aging parents,
no more the need to support or protect
them. The possible consequences of
rach arte hald lace tarnan nawr that the
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em.

and
iel-
ce.

shattered by the realization that the
Germans meant to destroy all Jews. . ..

REJECTION OF MARTYRDOM

The young people in the Zionist and
Bundist movements, reared in the ideals
of secular modernity, rejected the tra-
ditionalist values and modes of be-
havior that had sustained Diaspora
existence for centuries. Contemptuous
of the long tradition of Tewish accom-
moda
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forged a new instrument to protect the
Jews, the zelbshuts (self-defense). Re-
cruiting the robust and tough elements
among Jews—carters, wagoners, team-
sters, abattoir workers, even horse .
thieves—armed with knives, axes, poles, §
brass knuckles, clubs, switches, and
thongs, the socialist Jews served notice
on pogromists and indifferentists alike
that the Jews would no longer be un-
resistant victims. ...

The idea of self-defense had never been
exlinguished in the ghettos, but every-
one=the young as well as the expe-
rienced—had realized in the earliest
ghetto days that the 55 was not com-
parable to a horde of drunken peasants
or even a company of Cossack horse-
men and that axes and knives, clubs
and switches were no match for the
war apparatus that the Germans com-
manded. Besides, everyone in the ghetto
knew that even a limited armed actlion
on a specific target would incur Ger-
man reprisals whose cost to the ghetto
in human life would surpass any bene-
fit. But when it became clear to the
underground that no option but death
exisfed, the idea of resistance took on
another aspect, becoming an affective
undertaking rather than an instrumen-
tal one. Scarcely any of the young peo-
ple seriously believed that resistance
could save the remaining Jews in the
ghetto, but all believed that by defying
the Germans with whatever armed
strencth thev could muster. thev wonld
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ish fighters managed to kill or wound
50 Germuans, The troops abruptly left
the ghetto, and the Jews were jubilant,
despite their own “extensive” losses,
Moarale remained high as the Z0B re-
grouped its forces and awaited the
next battle with the Germans.]

... Units of tens replaced the original
fives or sixes. Organized by party, each
unit consisted of at least eight men
and no more than two women, with al
least half the members required to
have their own guns. In all, twenty-
two combal units were formed. . . .

APRIL 19, 1943

Al 2 am, Monday, April 19, 1943, armed
German, Lettish, and Ukrainian pa-
trols began to be deploved around the
Warsaw ghelto. A half-hour later Z0B
received information about the Ger-
man troop movements. By daylight
7Z0OB’s units were mobilized. Nine units
were located in the central ghetto, eight
in the area of the Tobbens-Schultz
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Early the next day, April 20, the Ger-
mans using the Judenrat as interme-
diary, issued an ultimatum to ZOB,
demanding that they lay down their
arms by ten o'clock. But Lettish
Waffen-SS reinforcements entering the




7Z0B fighters remained exultant, their
morale high. On one roof they flew the
red-and-white Polish flag alongside the
Jewish blue-and-white banner. On an-
other roof a ZOB banner proclaimed:
“We ghall ficht ta the lact

Ins

oB

i}

lge

n

5,

ErS.

IRS
uigy 1nuinted aowi tne Jews. mmerging
from their smoke-filled burning hide-
outs, the Jews, hands held over their

ing torches.

On Friday, April 23, the fighting shifted
northward in the ghetto. Tébbens, hav-
ing dismantled his plant, was trans-
porting it to Poniatowa and succeeded
in taking with him some 2,000 out of
an eslimated 8,000 workers. Fighting
continued on the terrain of the brush
waorks., On that day, Mordecai Aniele-
wicz, ZOB commandant, sent a letter
to his friend Zuckerman, then on the
“Aryvan” side: It is now quile clear to
me that what took place exceeded all
expectations.” He asked Zuckerman to
get rifles, hand grenades, machine guns,
and explosives. Sooner or later, he be-
lieved. evervone would die. Still, he
wrote, “the last wish of my lifc has
been fulfilled. Jewish self-defense has
become a facl, Jewish resistance and
revenge have become realities.”

THE IMPOSSIBLE ODDS

... From that day on [the fifth day of
the defense|, ZOB fighters shifted to
tactics of guerrilla warfare, leaving
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