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Within a few years, this
problem could claim, G-d
forhid, as many Jewish souls
as Hitler himself and yet
there are “Rabhbis" who per-
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vative philosophy has usually
sought to retain it.
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left me with the impression
that Alexander Schindler is
basically a mouthpiece to
sanction the liberal leanings
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the show, he is tempted to
conclude that “‘them liberal
Jews are poisoning the
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If Rabbi Hecht, in his
meetings with Christian fun-
damentalist groups, can suc-
ceed in destroying this im-
age of the Jew, he will have
done us a great service.
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history. Specifically, he cautions against lumping all the
groups together and suggests the need to counterorganize.
Above all, he pleads, ‘‘don’t underestimate and don’t over-
estimate the new force.”’

Rabbi Ronald Sobel, as chairman of ADL’s Program
Committee, concludes our round-up by summing up the
pluses and minuses. Both Jews and Christians, he asserts,
need to share their respective perspectives on the role of
religion in shaping American culture and in defining and
strengthening ‘‘the fundamental values that underlie the
ordering of a society.”’ '
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Jefamation League of B’nai B’rith, 823 United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017, Maxwell E.
srimutter, National Director; Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel, Chairman, National Program Committee.

n Bokser, Rabbi Martin A. Cohen, Dr. David Evans, Rev. Dr. Stanley Harakas, Rev. Dr. Christian
seoh L. Lichten. Rev. Dr. Martin Martv. Judith Herschlag Muffs. Rabbi David H Panitz. Thomas



The Challenge of Democracy

Democracy challenges the religions of the land to live with
one another in a relationship neither of inferiority nor
superioritv. domination or subordination — but of parity. To
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ciplines without which the forms of democracy may fall of
their own inert weight. Democracy functions best when it is
composed of individuals, not merely of citizens. It is in
totalitarian societies that the individual contracts into the
citizen and is permitted no province of expression and aspira-
tion outside of loyalty and subservience to the state. The
extragovernmental, voluntary spheres of life in a free land
must be kept free and open. There are areas in a child’s life
which should always remain beyond the reach of the
mechanisms of government and the state. Many church and
synagogue leaders are equally concerned about the religious
illiteracy of American youth and the adult as well — an
illit
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nity
tion
stru
A
of s
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stant-Catholic-Jewish dialogue, held at the annual board meeting of the National Conference of
on November 20, 1961 . I have found the topic not only most important but also — if seriously tackled,
ind full of snares. Among the snares which I sought to avoid and expose are: (a) the mistaking of the
n which makes religion otherworldly, and society either amoral or else morally concerned in a way
on but positively rejects it; (b) the belief (found in the various forms of ‘‘Biblicism,”’ on the one hand,
s the business of religion to offer moral doctrines which are specific and concrete, and yet timelessly
v because religion cannot offer such doctrines, it must confine itself to innocuous generalities, thus
nd peace, the implementation of social justice, etc., entirely in the hands of religiously and morally
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The dangers of divorce between the religious and the social
may seem remote to North Americans, who tend to be practi-
cal in religion and religiously inspired in their social moral-
ity; and indeed, for the
surely look elsewhere. 5
danger. For a religious
secularism assuming ap
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become a device for av
who begin by respondi
dedication to freedom a
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Complex Relationship

So much for the di
social, which the proph
of their relation, which
question, unlikethe fou_____, _ . . ... -
And its essential cause is that, while the prophetic imperative
is divine, the social world in which it is to find realization is
human; and the human world has characteristics which ren-
der complex not only any attempt to realize the prophetic
imperative, but even any attempt — such as the present —
merely to state it, in terms concrete enough to be applicable.




(2) What must be the content of such exhortation? May
religion advocate specific measures in the name of God,
leaving to the state and society the task of their enactment?
Here I come upon a second complexity of the human condi-
tion, which makes such a neat arrangement impossible. This
is that concrete moral ends are, in the actual human situation,
' enre * " with the means required

igle moral and religious
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(3) Mustreligion, then, contine itself to the affirmation of
abstract principles, leaving to other forces not merely the task
of enactment but also that of specific application? Is religion
confined to affirming in general the sacredness of life and
liberty, and the evil of exploitation, but barred from taking a
specific stand as to when life may be taken and liberty
curtailed, and as to what constitutes a just minimum wage?
Here we come upon this further characteristic of the human
condition, that the moral and religious conscience of a soci-
ety is manifest, not in an abstract affirmation of liberty or
condemnation of exploitation, but in what it protests against,
as constituting a case of curtailed liberty, or a case of exploi-
tation. Relevancy lies in the particular. As for the eeneral.
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Believing Attitude 1
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their selection of issues to be theologically and ethically
inadequate. An agenda identified by Christian believers
ought to reflect God’s concern for the whole world. It ought
to be consonant with what God has revealed of Himself
through the prophets and Jesus. It ought to be faithful to what
Jesus called the ‘‘weightier matters of the law.”” Our study of
the Biblical witness convinces us that the God of the prophets
and of Jesus calls the people of God to work for peace and
things that méke for peace, to seek justice for the poor, and to
care for the created order. What God wills for our common
life is at heart a theological question. We regard the theology
of the Religious Right, expressed in their choice of issues for
Chf’iﬂiaﬂ CONCern, as u..t‘..:«l-.l-‘..] tn tha Fullnace ~Ff Diklinal
witness.
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Impossibility of Knowing God’s will

3. On theological and ethical grounds, we reject the as-
sumption that human beings can know with absolute cer-
tainty the will of God on particular public policy issues.

Many in the Religious Right seem to have forgotten the clear
Rihlical witnece and central Chrictian acknowledoment that




(Signed)

Bishop James M. Ault,
Secretary of the Council of Bishops,
United Methodist Church

1.8.A.
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Dr. John S. Groenfeldt,
President,
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cs: A Personal Statement  George G. Higgins
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ised by certain religi-
widelv thought of as

cannot reasonably object on religious or ecumenical grounds
if others, including other Christians, disagree with their polit-
ical philosophy or with their political strategy and tactics. For
my own part, while I think I understand why they are hurting
and while I fully respect their sincerity in attempting to make
political judgments in the light of their own moral and ethical
principles, I disagree wil
on several different but

First, | am disturbed -
even more disturbed, [
by their repeated and no
what they indiscriminate
more ominously, creati
public.”" One does not by
tion of the principle of 1
of church and state to be
this kind of political ext
faith the very notion of v
Republic,” in the oming
spokesmen are using the
anxiety. [ fully share th

While 1T fully respec
question to speak out ¢
public policy issues, ne
approach to such isswec . . ., Lo Lo .
tremely simplistic — simplistic in the sense that it makes
little if any allowance for the complexity of these issues and
for the complexity of the political process itself.

IT Q@ (athalic (Canforance Statement
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phllosophy and performance.

I fully concur in this statement and would emphasize that,
while it was issued by the leadership of my own church, it is
not a sectarian statement. To the contrary, it is my impression
that it closely parallels the position taken on the subject of

ign the proper role of
is became the subject of
ous church groups and
s to vote for one candi-
ad fear in the minds of

cipation of religion in
Jne of the oldest con-
oncerning the prophet
address and denuncia-

tion of the evils of the p011t1c1ans of his time, he was told:
*‘Oh, thou seer, go flee thee away into the land of Judah and
there eat bread and prophesy there. But prophesy not again
anymore at Bet El for itis the king’s sanctuary apgitis aroyal
house.’” Rulers and polmcans have always been uncomfort-
able with prophetic voices who condemn their immoral and

unjust actions.

Prophetic Tradition Expresses Social Concern
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open to interpretation
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the only valid Jewish,
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that
is, in the case of specxflcally moral issues on which religious
groups have a stand.

Another example is the issue of abortion for Catholics, on
which the Catholic Church has spoken out clearly and in one
voice on its prohibition. I would think that those committed
to Catholic teachings have every right to try to promote those
teachings wherever they can, including within the political
process.

According to Catholic doctrine, which Jews do not share (a
fact which must be underscored), abortion is equal to murder,
feticide is homicide. In that view, citizens in a society have a
duty to prevent murder, which i is umversally condemned Of
course, Protestants and ~
would, therefore, seem
ted to such a view has
process to prevent wh
condemned crime, nam
pluralistic society, othe
nol murder, or even th
tumes mandated, have
influence and persuasic
namely, the legalizatio
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Excessive Politicizatio

A caution must be ex)
ing too politicized, th
another. While the extn
life is a bad thing, the
religion or making it on
all the time preaching about politics, which is a danger not so
much to the state as to religion itself. Religious leaders
should talk about politics only when there is a clear moral
issue involved and about which men of good will cannot
differ, as in the case of civil rights. Religious leaders must
remember that although the political life is important, it is not
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How Should We Respond?

tChristian Right politi-

1e Jewish community.
are strongly supportive
ler heavy threat. Earlier
rs of the movement had
iter Begin in Washing-
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aim,”” read the letter,
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stands as a bulwark of
os¢ who, by terror and
vay of life.”

» profess a friendly at-
“alwell has stated on a
essed America because
hosen people.”” He has

also publicly stated, ‘I want to stand with the Jews, If that's
where God blesses, I want to walk close by.’” In the March
14, 1980 issue of the newspaper Moral Majority, Falwell
wrote a full-page article with the heading “f{alwell says
America must support Israel.”” His opening line was ‘‘To
stand against Israel is to stand against God.”’

Some Troubling Aspects

There are also some troubling aspects of the Christian

political movements. For example, they advocate prayer in
the schanle which wonld tend ta arade the canaratinn f
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Four Major Groups
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In reality, the broad social implications of this new phe-
nomenon pose serious questions not only for Jews but also for
Christians and Muslims as well as for non-believers. To what
extent does its appeal for *‘Christian’’ votes and the restora-
tion of a ‘“Christian’” America constitute a call for a throw-
back to the narrow, exclusionary, nineteenth-century white
Protestant America which viewed its city-based immigrant
Catholic and Jewish population as an alien menace to the
American way of life? Does its influence threaten the
pluralistic cultural and religious patterns which through long
years of struggle have brought us to the point where Ameri-
cans of every race and creed feel at home in our land? Does its
appeal for the election« "7~ 7 ’
tute an affront to the co
be no religious test for
States?

Mr. Reich, an attorney, is ¢

[oral Minority Robert McAfee Brown



group. If people to the left of center can be politically in-

volved, surely those who are to the right of center can claim

the same right. And if they wish to do so on the basis of

deeply-held religious commitments,that is certainly their
right also.

Why, then, should there be any fuss? Why should people

oo s of the Christian Right,

¢ health of the democra-

sw participants on the

¢ legitimate reasons for
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¥ as our case study, and
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alwell believes to be the
proposes to do about it.
ng upon fears and ap-
instincts, and reducing
complexities to the simplest torm possible. Here are some of
its basic characteristics:

1. The basic appeal is patriotic. Its first lines are, “‘Is Our
Grand Old Flag Going Down the Drain?’’ The phrase is
repeated, with minor variants, eight times within the letter’s
four pages. The only representation in the letter is the flag, in
full color. The message is that the question will have to be
answered in the affirmative unless we act and act quickly.

2. To keep the grand old flag from going down the drain,
God has singled out Jerry Falwell, the writer of the letter. He
tells his readers clearly and unambiguously, ‘‘God . . . has
called me to take action. I have a divine mandate to go right
into the halls of Coneress and fight for laws that will save
Amr
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Injections of Fear
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Xt to
will
ffer-
ent mentality 1s called tor. While there is every imperative to
speak, lobby, persuade, act, and all the rest, there needs at
least to be a kind of modesty about the absolute and total
divine sanction resting over the claims of any group in politi-
cal life. I am very uneasy with attempts to juxtapose words
like *‘moral’’ and ‘‘majority.”” That seems to me in a fallen
world to be almost a contradiction in terms. Truth is much
more likely to come in small packages. I have no recollection
that the prophets felt that they were speaking for majorities.
The odds against Elijah were 400 to 1. Amos, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel — they all kept getting run out of town. I do not think
the Hebrew Scriptures talk about ‘‘moral majorities.’* I think
they talk about **remnants.”” I do not find evidence that Jews
have been more than a
Christians ceased bein
majority (at the time of
everybody else. Confon
were forced, the Pope
mon,

Moral Majority vs. M

No, the answer is not
that truth will be pres:
minorities, those handf
majority opinions, who |
do not play the numbers,|
control that will enable |
with them. This means |
tion in which we live wl
one group or opinion ha;
else off stage. The trouble with moral majorities is that they
begin to conceive of themselves as moral monopolies. And
that is bad news for everybody else.
There need to be some new ground rules for the engage-
ment of citizens in political life. They would involve such

things as honoring the national and cultural pluralism that
nermitc the haldino of nnnannlar viaewe: caalina tha annd of
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America firmly disagree with Christians or coalitions of
Christians who plan political action under the guise of religi-
ous evangelism, worship or revivalism — or *‘in the name of
Jesus.”” These partner churches in the Lutheran Council
support pluralism and freedom of all people in the political
process in the United States and maintain that pushing for
f the same as advocating
e common good, *‘Re-
used as the exclusive
of candidates for politi-

:ognize that an increas-
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mentation and applica-

¢ 1 pem == —=p—-lion of church and state,
Lutherans in the U.S. respectfully acknowledge and support
the tradition that the churches and the government are to be
separate in structure. As the Constitution provides, govern-
ment neither establishes nor favors any religion. It also
safeguards the rights of all persons and groups in society to
the free exercise of their religious beliefs, worship, practices
and organizational arrangements within the laws of morality,
human rights and property. The government is to make no
decisions regarding the validity or orthodoxy of any doctrine,
recognizing that it is the province of religious groups to state
their doctrines, determine their politics, train their leaders,
conduct worship and carry on their mission and ministries
with-—— 7 "
Lt
inter
areat
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Consider about the New Christian Right

verestimate the new

1 media have not known
d belligerent Catholic-
‘hey have been leamning
wderestimate them. But
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Right-Wing religious
the media people who
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of new Christian right-
aanging. Pluralism hits
962-63 symbolizes its
mogeneous. Catholics
ingle Protestant ethos
and towns. More and

: to share a single turf.
ite chanlain What ic

can still use and misuse are WASP, redneck, or backwoods
and, to a lesser degree, Catholic ethnic. As one such WASP
once told me, “‘In all their exoduses and liberation plots, I'm
Pharaoh.”” The left-out people not only want in, but they
want to run the show. We will make no progress on this issue
until the larger public sees the new Christian Right as a tribe
that feels slighted.

3. Don’t ever again t
nonpolitical in chy

They may seem quie
they will react, or give
more. Congress peopl
United Methodist Chur
passed some social-act
members of those chi
instruct some of them,
pay little attention to thi
constantly under critici
church and state.

Today everything is
who claim an inerrant |
inerrant Bible told them meiianuy w pruices war wou anu
Caesar were to be kept apart and unconfused, and that Satan
alone led churches to mingle in the political order. And now
they have switched and admit it loudly. How they make that
come out right with the same Bible one will not hear. The
favorite ploy is to call their political involvements morality
and nietv. and their opponents mere politics. No way. Any




mindedness gives them great vision.

5. The new target will be humanism.

In the 1950°s even moderate church people made a bogey
out of secularism as the all-purpose scapegoat. Today the

or humanism, better duck.

|ar in its general mode of
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6. These folks have a right to organize.

i

[ sympathize with them when they are told that the Ameri-
can system allows them no space. We who rejoiced to see
Catholic bishops speak up for change in laws having to do
with segregation or for ending the war in Vietnam cannot
now turn around and say they have no right to use their
theological commitments on the issue of abortion. Now it
happens that the Catholic bishops are the most moderate
force across the front today. Yes, they are critical of abortion,
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synagogues) are on the one hand wishy-washy and on the

other lusting after the kinds of authority that the new fun-
damentalisms assert, they will fail in their own mission.

12. Don’t push all theological conservatives into the same
camp.

It was stupid for Americans during the 1950’s crusade
against atheistic communism to make one thing out of all
socialisms, pace Solzhenitsyn, who tries to do it today. Today
we regret having once given a single creed to Mao and Marx
when even tactically it would have been wise to play them
against each other. Tod:

20 years ago we were a
Stalin. It may not be s
fundamentalists to lumg
into a single category ¢

If all that is true, then
make distinctions betwe
Many Roman Catholic
abortion issue and advo
fronts. That’s where th
There are vast differenc
tween mean fundamenta
people simply want to 5
by the Spirit, and they ar
into the same camp with
who are out to get you
fundamentalists? Why ¢
today is highly diverse |
the most pointed social G o viincin i csiicnicn vonny
That some of its political advocacies — I think of the sorts
embodied in Reformed Journal — are rooted in forms of
Reformation humanism that are not socially radical but allow
for criticism and transformation? And on and on.

In sum, America is awakening to the presence of a new
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Religious Right or the Christian Right, have become the
subject of much public attention. In order to understand this
phenomenon, a little historical background may be helpful.
In 1919 the World Christian Fundamentals Association
was established. In 1925 the Scopes trial took place. Biblical
literalism was the major issue on the list of the fundamen-
:5 were often bitter, and
zed the more the fun-
k within Protestantism.
on members of the fun-
:‘0me more open to the
n preferred to refer to
rm they felt to be less

crusader’s spirit.

| to be conservative in
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: Missouri Synod Lu-
ptist Church have been
N ) ) illed the **Battle of the
Bible.”” Furthermore, the ‘‘radical evangelical”™ movement
has been gaining strength, especially through the influence of
the magazine Sojourners. These so-called ‘‘radical evangeli-
cals,”” with whom Senator Mark Hatfield is clpsely associ-
ated, tend to be conservative in theology but liberal in poli-
fics.

The priorities in the evangelical agenda have shifted too.
While the great issues of the 1920’s were tobacco, liquor,
theater, dancing and card playing, today they are abortion,
homosexuality, pornography, ERA, SALT II. Yet the issue
of Darwinian evolution and Biblical creation was still con-
sidered serious enough to be introduced into the recent Presi-
dent"* -
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Healthy Skepticism

We have only to refer to ADL’s Patterns of American
Prejudice series, amonumental study undertaken in coopera-
tion with the University of California, and specifically the
volume entitled Christian Beliefs and Anti-Semitism. The
findings revealed that the acceptance of orthodox Christian
beliefs leadst6 a particularistic religious orientation in which
only *‘right-thinking’’ Christians are seen as saved and all
others damned. These views in turn are associated with
hostile feelings towards Jews — which have both an histori-
cal dimension (Jews bei * R '"'
ion) and contemporary
their rejection of Jesus
finally, are associated v
Christian lay persons a
tions, the ADL study fi
diced attitudes toward |

While the churches
Semitism and, in fact, o
iation and rapprochem
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same hosiile conclusion:
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Thus, despite the expi
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upon what people think about Jews.

There will be times when we will feel a deep sense of
disappointment with our dialogue partners — or we may find
the opportunities for meaningful dialogue temporarily ab-
sent. But through it all, the chances of developing greater
sensitivity towards each other’s views and feelings should
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election of Dwight D. Eisenhower as well as to his role as a
presidential assistant under Eisenhower and to his later ef-
forts in behalf of Richard Nixon’s election.

Morrow emerges as a fighter confronting head-on affronts
and obstacles that would have turned back a weaker person,
and as a self-appointed representative of all blacks. He was

o “oo o0ty of physical attack but

nt. While he met each
recollections are often
seeing himself as alone
w has proved a loyal
swving and continuing to
s fare better under its
n that he fails to recog-
nks and leadership.

appeal to all Americans
1 the unfinished job of
icans. Buthis strongest
immunity itself, whose
m their hands, he says,
ily knowledgeable per-

offers fertile ground

self-annointed lead-

e who leads a picket
line, makes a flamboyant public statement, resists the
status quo, or forms a cult to overthrow anything, is
deemed and, unblushingly, called ‘‘a leader.”’

Morrow closes with the same hope and tenacity which
permeated his years of personal struggle. *‘Despite the bitter
memories of the past,”” he writes, ‘I shall not turn back, nor
sit in a corner and sulk away my remaining days. I remain a
true believer that, with God’s help, we shall overcome some-
day, someday.”’
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