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A JviESS,WE FROM MEIR L~HANE 

IN THE NAME OF THE JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE I SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING 
CONCRETE PROGRAM ON BEHALF OF OUR OPFRESSED BRETHREN: 

1. An im□ediate end to all Western talks with the USSR, including 
talks on Disarma□ent, Space, Culture and Trade. 

2. :m embargo on trade with the Soviet Union, with emphasis on 
grain, as well as a world-wide boycott of all firms dealing • 
with the USSR. 

3. An end, to general tourism to the Soviet Union, except for 
that selective tourism which travels to the USSR on behalf of 
Soviet Jewry. 

4~ A cessation of all cultural, entertainment and sports ex
changes whose purpose in Soviet eyes is the political one 
deadening the A.merican political consciousness. 

5. The suspension of the Soviet Union from international 
organizations and activities, including the 1976 Olympic dames. 

6. Politica1·-wooing of anti-Soviet politicians and political 
pressure on those political leaders who call for detente with 
no concessions on emigration in return. 

• IN PARTICULAR, A CALL TO ;UVIERICAN JEWRY TO MASS FORCES 
TO DEFEAT GER;,Ln FORD IN 1976. 

7. Legal harrassment of Soviet officials including the picketing 
of private residents and mass telephone calls to jam Embassy 
and Consulate lines . 

• 

8. Non-violent, civil di sobedience (i.e. sitdowns, chain-ins, 
etc,) to pre~~ure for suspension of contacts with the USSR. 

9. The escalation of protests and demonstrations at ·3oviet 
installations so that not a week goes by without a major protest 
taking place. 

10. The creation of a similar freedom movement on behalf of 
our brothers and sister s in Syria that will link their cause 
to those of the oppressed Jews in the Soviet Union. 

ALL THE ABOVE TO BE JOINED BY A RETURN ON THE PART OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE TO THEIR FATHER IN P.EAVEN AND TO THE TORAH OF ISRAEL. 
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ONLY A FETURN TO AND FAITH IN THE L-RD, 
G-D OF ISRAEL, WILL BRING A GLORIOUS ~ND SWIFT FINAL REDEMPTION 
FOR THE JEWS OF THE SOVIET UNION, SYRIA AND THE WORLD. 



. , 
FINAL OPPORTUNITY 

Representatives of world Jewry have gathered here in Brussels in 
what I am convinced is a final opportunity to save Soviet Jewry from what 

____ _ _ _can.. . be . tragedy and disaster too terrible to contemplate. Let us not be 
deceived by the success of recent years in obtaining the release of a 
limi~ed number of Soviet Jews. Nor dare w8 assume that the days of 
Stalinism are irrevocably ended and that a drastic change in policy could 
not take effect that could very well see physical oppression and perse
mtion of Jews. The time is short and the work is considerable and the 
question is: What will happen here in Brussels? 

, 

• 

Will this Conference, just as the last one:prove to be one incapable 
of deciding strong, vigorous and concrete proposals? Will it again mereiy 
be a gathering of the affluent and the favored, spending large amounts ~1 -
Jewish public funds to listen to tired and untrue rhetoric, only to close 
with a meaningless resolution devoid of sincerity and practical proposals? 
Or will it succeed in grasping the idea that time is short for Soviet . 
Jewry and that political changes are taking place that can'rob us of the 
only weapon that we have against the Kremlin? And understanding this 
will we decide on a concrete and definite program of Jewish activism 
based on the principle of a good Jewish head and a good Jewish arm? 
In a word, will this Conference fail the Soviet Jews who look to it with 
such longing or will it fulfill the expectations of our brothers and 
sisters behind the Iron Curtain? It is up to you to decide and it is up 
to you to adopt a real program here this week that will set the tone for 
our war on the forces of oppression that refus~ to let our people go. 

The key to victory for Soviet Jewry lies in the knowledge that detsnte 
remains the cornerstone of Soviet policy and in the understanding that 
if we can block their road to this detente, they will _pay'to clear the 
road by allowing Soviet Jews to go free. Unhappily, today, the struggle 
against detente has become muted and we search in vain for its presence. 

There are some silences that are awesomely noisy in their stillness. 
There is a quiet that speaks words and ideas, loudly and clearly. If 
one listens carefully he can hear a thunderous message in the silence of 
detente. 

In 1974, when the Soviets abruptly announced that they would not put 
into force the 1972 trade agreements, panic spread among the Jewish 

, leadership in the United States. It appeared as if the struggle for 
Soviet Jewry had reached a critical turning point and that the major 
weapon of the campaign for free emigration - Senator Henry Jackson's 
efforts to use detente as leverage - was now obsolete. Gloomily many of 
the Establishment Jews echoed the sonorous Henry Kissinger who chastised 
Jackson, the Congress and all those who had led the struggle against a 
detente that gave the Soviets everything in return for nothing substan
tive on their part in the field of human rights and other concessions. 
Some of the leading Jews, who had been laggards in the struggle for 
Soviet Jewry for decades, now warned that the Russians would not be 
pushed on detente and that the Soviet Jewish struggle would have to :take
a different and more 'moderate' tack. Most Jews, never politically 

.- acute • to begin with, invariably confu9ed and obtuse when it came to the 
,..,..---- .... ways to achieve Jewish rights, and stricken-along with their leaders, 

, with a depressing lack of imagination and initiative, agreed that "perhaps 
we had pushed too hard." 

President Ford:, 'kissinger and Treasury Secretary William Simon, 
as the leaders in the drive for detente and to scuttle the Jackson 
amendment, seized upon the opportunity with denunciations of the opponents 
of detente. In his "State of the World" message to Congress on April 10, 
1975, Ford tomk dead aim at Jackson and called for a revision of the 
trade agreement which would either eliminate or modify restrictions 
on financial credits to the Soviet Union unless it changed its emigration 
policies. The following day, Simon told a Moscow radio interviewer that 
the administration would "Continue efforts to remove barriers" hindering 
trade. He also took the extraordinary step of openly attacking Congress 
while in the Soviet Union, saying that Mr. Ford "opposed the actions by 
our Congress which interrupted the normalization of our trade relations 
with the Soviet Union." Kissinger, of course, has lost no opportunities 
to blame Jackson and his allies for the debacle. ·-

may 
even 

It appears that the efforts to carry detente to a successf~l conclusiop 
succeed, aided by the original backers of detente at any price - . 

human freedom - as well as by the silence of timid pe·ople, ilncluding 
(continued .•. ) 
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J ewish leaders, who .have been cowed into believin8 thn. l; unJ y a 1·e ~-..:.::; · !. : . .

-i:he "quiet diplomacy" of the unl.~mPn Lo u y (.):.:; Ll.:1.· yeau::i will su~cocd in 
f B~suading the Kremlin t o allow Jews to leave. 

Heaven forbid! that such a thing come about. It is important that 
t he American Jew and non-Jew alike unders t and c::i..early what happened with 
·c11e .Soviet repudiation of the trade agreements, what the Soviets really 
want, what the state of detB.nte is and what caused the great success 5.n 
t he field of Jewish emigration a few years ago, and what the problem is 
t oday and whs.-c must be done in the future. At the same time, we will 
learn a valuable l c sso~ concerning the tactics that must be used against 
Syria in the struggle to free the Jews, oppresse~and trapped there . . -· 

To begin \l'i th, it can never be said enough times that it was the 
Jewish militants who under8too d long before the Jewish Establishment 
2xactly what the weapon of detente w2.s, While the Jewish leadership 

• 

'Nas either doing nothing or plc::.ying games with an absurd "quiet diplomacy" 
Jewish militants und erstood t hat t:1e Soviets never g ive up, .anything unle:::::s 
Jchey feel compelled to; that t h-2 Soviets are r.ot imp-ressed by world 
Jpinion and · appeals from in·tellectuals: artists and movie stars, and that 
only when the Soviets fe el tha t there is a need for them to pay the 
price will they ·reach into their political pockets and take out the 
coin demanded of them. 

And s o, many years before Henry Jactson and many years before the ::-:.:.sh 
to back his amendment, Jewish militants in the JDL understood. They 
11nderstoo ~ that the Sov j o !.;s he . .r0 an order of p;riori ties and that there 
~re things that they desire more - much more - than to merely hold Soviet 
Jewry captive. At the top of thei~ order of priorities is that vague 
1nd all-encompassine: connept t nown a s " J.etente". The Soviets, of course, 
aever were and are not now int e:::-ested in detente for its own sake. 
fhey have always seen it as a tactic to bring them some badly needed 
commodities as well as to affect an important psychologbal change in the 
west and in the United Sta·tes. 

At the time that the Sov~e ts persuaded the Nixon administration 
with its Machiavel~ian Kissineer and opportunis tic Nixon to adopt this· 
policy, the:rwcre in deperate shape. Few realize how technologically 
back~ard and falling-ever-behi nd, the Soviets were in relation to the 
United States. The wheat crops and general agricultural schedules were 
nisastrous, Demands for improved consumer standards of living were growing , 
'l he Soviets were finding it di f ficult to produce both guns and butter. 
~he Chinese threat meant that they had to kee p massive armies both in 
t he west and east. Simply put , the Soviets needed technology, credits, 
trade, tourist dollars, and a way to chloroform the west, to put it to 
sleep 0 to convince it that the re was no more need to spend billions for 
defense and that time was ripe for massive arms reductions. Detente 
·was· a desperate need at the same time as a. vi ta.l ploy for the Kremlin. 

It wa; knowledge that this need was infinitely more important to the 
Russians than Jewish emigration or the lack of it, that led the Jewish 
militants to violently attaclc Soviet personnel and offices. The JDL 
understood full well that the Soviet Union, being a super-power, could 
not simply i tI,nore these attacks but wo uld have to react, react angrily 
and react in a manner that it did not want. And so, Jewish militants 
did indeed attack the" Sbviets and ~he Soviets did indeed react angrily 
( recalling their ambassador, attacking Americans in Moscow, cancelling 
the Bolshoi) and in~ matter of months the entire policy of detente that 
both Moscow and Wash:Lngton wanted so much, was on the verge of falling 
apart. After all, shots fired into the Soviet United Nations mission 
could just as easily have kill ed a. Soviet diplomat and what would~ 
have done to United States-Soviet relations? 

The fact of the matter is that the Soviets, under American urg1 ·.~s • 
realized that their stubbornness was risking the failure of their major 
foreign policy aim and did conced? - a~beit e rudgingly. The sudden out
pouring of Soviet Jews from 1970-1973 in numbers undreamed of b? the 
s low-thinking and unimaginative Jewish Establishment, was the direct 
result of Jewish Defense League and militant's grasp of the significance 
of detente as the Achilles heel of the Soviets and thej r ::1cti ng upo11 j_ t . 

And at this point it should be mentioned ~hat the entire con?e~t 
of using trade as a weapon in the struggle against detente was originally 
that of the JDL. When I travelled in 1971 to Brussels for the conference 

(continued ... ) 
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at· which I was barred from speaking, I told the press that I would call 
for a major plan to do that which Henry Jackson later did, to the enthu
siastic support of Jewish leaders! 

The Jackson emergence onto the scene gave detente a dimension that 

• 

could have given the Soviets only one of two choices: Either make a massive 
shift in policy that would allow vast amounts of Jews to leave or give up 
the policy of detente. The Russians opted for neither of these things 
because they hoped - and in the end were proven successful - to sabotage 
the Jackson and anti-detente camp. 

The Soviet strategy was based upon several factors: one was the hope 
that the Brezhnev visit in June 1973 (the one whi~h led to my arrest in 
Israel after letters I wrote to the JDL asking them to wreck the Russian.•s · 
trip were intercepted) would lead to a softening of Congressional oppo- ~ 
sition as well as a seduction of the business community. The second factor 
was the open cooperation in this by both President Nixon and Henry Kissin
ger, who made no secret of their support of Brezhnev against the American 
Congress. The final factor was the effort made by the administration 
to split the American Jewish leadership on this issue and to get certain 
prominent ~leaders to pressure Jackson to compromise. All three of these 
factors combined to eventually set back the forces of anti-detente, 

Brezhnev's visit was a great success, particularly in the business 
community. Kissinger and Hixon bent their efforts tirelessly to sabotage 
Jackson and the Jewish Establishment did split. The last is the most 
tragic and in the end the most significant element in the sabotage of the 
Soviet Jewish struggle. From the momept that two of the leading American 
Jews at the time, Max Fischer and Jacob Stein, stunned and angered Jewish 
activists by attending the state dinner for Brezhnev, the Jewish community 
should have known that things were not going well. Fische~ and Stein 
were later joined by Jewish Agency official Charlotte Jacobson and American 
Jewish Congress chief Arthur Hertzberg in attacks on the Jackson amendment, 
Kissinger and Hixon never stopped their carrot-and-sticks tactics and 
after the Yorn Kippur War, more than a few subtle hints were dropped to 
the effect that United States support for Israel was dependent upon 

- American Jewish pressure ori Jackson. 

Such pressure was, indeed, attempted in a memorable meeting in 
Jackson's office where the Senator angrily ordered a number of Jewish 
leaders out. In the meantime, however, Israel herelf - always prepared 
to sacrifice the Soviet Jewish struggle when she felt that her own 
interests were at stake, also joined the effort to pressure Jackson. 
By 1974, the pressure saw Senatom Javits and Ribicoff, give, and they 
began to speak about compromise. The situation facing Jackson now was 
one in which more and_more Jewish leaders were deserting his uncompro
mising ship; demonstrations and militancy had dwindled to almost nothing 
(a combination of federal government harrassment of JDL and Jewish 
groups• illusions that since Jews were getting out of Russia, things were 
going smoo~hly), and Kissinger suddenly said that the Russians were 
prepared for a compromise. 

There is little doubt that Jackson 11.:new that the Russians ·could 
not be trusted and he had little faith in the 'compromise'. Yet, given 
little choice, he agreed. Kissinger, on October 18, 1974, blandly lied 
as in an excha'1ge of J,etters with Jackson, he conveyed Soviet "assurances" 
that the number of visas issued would "rise to correspond to the number 
of applicants". The annual figure that Kissinger allowed to be bandied 
about was 60,000. 9n.,: October 26 of that year Gromyko wrote Kissinger 
denying that there way any agreement. Kissinger did not notify Congress 
of this letter and on December J appeared before the Senate Finance 
Committee, never mentioned the letter and assured Senator Vance Hartke 
that the Soviet "assurances" were valid. On December 18, the Soviet News 
Agency Tass released the text of the Gromyko letter of October ,26. The 
State Department immediately said that - . 

1) Kissinger had forgotten to tell Congress and that 2) this 
'private• communication did not change the "understanding'l referred to in 
the letter to Jackson. This incredible statement was exploded on January 
14, 1975 when Kissinger was forced to announce that the Soviet Union 
would not put into force the trade agreement of 1972. 

What happened? To begin with let us be clear about wpat did not 
happen. Detente was not put to an end by Henry Jackson. Detente was not 
killed by anybody. Detente is alive and well. The Soviets were just as 
anxious for detente as ever and are still anxious for detente which has 

(continued ... ) 
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given them enormous benefits and promisBs to give a great deal more. 
What happened was that the Rus s ians, seeing the flight of Jewish and 
other support for Jackson; seeine; the end to the mU.i tant protests; 
seeing that Jackson had been forced to compromise, reasoned that they 
could get their trade bill, they could have their detente on their own 
terms. Why have any kind of limitation v1hen we can get an entire revision 
of tbe bill, was the Soviet logic? And it was good logic. 

In Kissinger and Ford, the Russians know that they have nen committed . . 
to the folly of detente. Moscow could not have two better such agents 
in Washington. This is why the Russians tore up the trade bill. Not 
because they do not want detente but precisely be~ause they want it 
badly and are convinced that there is nothing to stop them from getting it 
on their own terms. Detente r emains at the center of Soviet policy. 
It has been more than good for them. It has given them the technology, 
the trade and the dollars they want, It has effectively changed the 
psychology of anti-communis1n, leading to a mood of isolationism, arms 
limitations and budBet cutting , I t i s guaranteeing Americats decline 
while Russia loses not a man and gains in prestige and military might, 
Of course . the Russians want detente. And that is welcome news for Jews 
for it means that we still have our opportunity, If we understand it 
and if we grasp it, 

If the Soviets still desire detente badly, the leverage remains 
with Jews to threaten the Kremlin with possible loss of that detente 
which they want so badly. But t he threat cannot be an empty one. It 
cannot be the once-a-year extravaganza which t be Establishment spends 
most of its time planning and which not only ends up in a picnic or 
carnival atmosphere but worse, sends tens of L11ousRnds of Jews home with 
a clear conscience, convinced that they have "done some·th i.pg" for Soviet. 
Jewry. The Russians are not total fools. They understand the impotency 
and irrelevancies of Solidarity Days. They are not frightened by them 
and, indeed, scorn and ignore them, They are convinced that the real 
danger - militant ·attacks on them - are over and that, in general, the 
West is bored with the subject of Soviet Jewry and is forgetting them, 
Indeed, this is what they have mocked Soviet Jewish activists with to 
the despair of the latter who s ense a kernel of truth in it. 

no, detente can be disrupted and the Soviets can be forced into 
concessions but only if there is a resurgence of Jewish militancy, Only 
a meaningful threat to detente that will compel the Soviets to react 
angrily against their will and then force them to concede, also against 
their will, has any meanine t oday. 

But there is little time left. There is little time left and how we 
threw away the opport~mi ties! What criminal ne glect on our part and how 
much more difficult it will be today, that which we could have done 
easily and effectively yesterday. 

We had a golden opportunity to free not only 100,000 Soviet Jews 
but much more than that and we allov.,ed it to fritter away when the 
militancy stopped. We committed a terrible crime when we allowed our 
pathetic Jewish leaders to stop backing Jackson's original refusal to 
compromise. We see the detente become stronger and stronger each and 
every ·aay as trade and commercial ties are forged by hmerican businessmen 
whose panting -for profits proves the cynical Lenin statement: "The 
capitalist will sell you the rope with which you want to hang him," 
The Soviets have openly denied that they will allow more Jews out - and 
the stronger detente ,Qf today will guarantee that America will not protest. 
They will begin to persecute Jews tomorrow because this is what they have 
been waiting for, for years - and the profitable detente will cause America 
to satisfy itself with a fe w meaningless protests. We, the Jews o~ the 
world will have been the accomplices in another possible physical disaster 
because we allowed the Jewish Establishment leadership that is so weak and 
hungry for honor by the President and Kissinger that it betrays Jews for 
it, to have gotten away once again. That which ~as so effective three 
years ago is less so tday and thus even more radical measures are called 
for. Detente must be wrecked and the Russians told that they must pay 
the full price of Soviet Jewry or we will bear on our heads another 

- -shameful crime of negligence, 

Wreck detente by all possible means-· for the time is_late, very 
late, and soon it will be too late to save them. But let us use our 

(continued ... ) 
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Jewish heads along with our Je wish fists and know that just as the total 

success of detente would doom Soviet Jewry so would its final and irre

vocalbe end, do the same, Total success or failure are both things to 

beware, Rather, let the Soviets know that detente is possible - but only 

at a price, Let them know that they can have what they want - tomorrow -

if they pay - today. 

. ... 

• 

... 

. ,... 



Mr. Philip M. Klutznick 
875 North Michigan Avenue 
Suite 4044 
Chicago. Illinois 60611 

Dear Phil: 

farch 22 1 1976 

Your conments concerning the Brussels Declaration are right. I waa 
reacting more to the genenl tone than to any specific document. I 
know, of course, where you stand and I know how deeply you feel on 
this general issue and we are in full agreement here. 

I do hope we will have a chance to chat in the not-too-distant future. 
I want to tell you how I am progressing on the Presidents I Conference ~ 
front in re-shaping its nature. It is a process in which I want you 
ultimately involved. I am now slowly and carefully moving lest my 
efforts be aborted by too many drastic steps too soon. But in look-
ing back on the two months of f'.t'J activity I am generally delighted 
,iith the progress that has been made. As a case in point, in regat'd 
to the Egyptian matter we bad a le~ tllree to four hour meeting 
prior to our meeting with the President and I met with a much smaller 
group in which quite a bit of re-orientation took place and our pos-
ture at the White House meeting itself was modified by this re-think-
ing process. 

Be that as it may, let me know when you plan to be in New York for I 
am eager to meet with you. I'm leaving for Israel Saturday night for 
the visit I had origiMlly intended to make after Brussels. I should 
be .back in the Office early in April but Edie has my schedule and if 
you know you are to be in New York on a specific date, hopefully my 
calendar will find me in the city at the same time and we can meet. 
I have quite a few out-of-town engagements which cannot be ehan~d but 
my local calendar is flexible. Just let me know when we can get to
gether, 

With fondest regards to you and Ethfl in which Rhea joins me, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Philip M.Klutznick 

875 North Michigan Avenue • Suite 4044 • Chicago,lllinois 60611 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

My dear Alexander: 

March 15, 1976 

Just to prove that I do read your letters to Board 
members, I want to comment on something that you stated in 
your March letter with respect to the Brussels Conference. 
I also left with mixed feelings, but for a different reason. I 
agree that as a demonstration it was a success, but it came 
near being a complete disaster. The preparation in advance 
of this conference for a meeting of undisciplined personalities, 
which a good half were, required the kind of advance work 
where agreement might have been reached on the purposes and 
the kind of declarations and conclusions that were to have been 
reached before the conference began. I am not sure you were 
aware of the fact that some of us stayed up several nights in 
order to affect an agreement which might have been better had 
it been undertaken in advance of the conference. 

Therefore, I am somewhat surprised by your state
ment: "I feel that the exclusive emphasis on demands for the 
right of Russian Jews to emigrate - --" is a misreading of the 
ultimate declaration. The declaration did cover the right of 
Russian Jews to live as Jews, and it also clearly covered 
emigration generally. If we had had more tim.e, it could have 
been more explicit, but tim.e was running out or we would have 
had a great collapse in the form of a bitter debate. I would 
urge you to re-read the declaration closely and carefully. Some 
of us think we achieved enough so that we can support that 
declaration and not the words that some speakers uttered. 
Please give me your reaction after you have read the declara
tion once again. 



• 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
March 15, 1976 
Page Two 

Warmest regards. 

PMK:mlk 



Mr. Max M. Fisher 
2210 Fishe1• Building 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 

Dear Max: 

February 25, 1976 

Thanks for the call to Brussels. AS a mutter of fact, it came 
in rather handy. Several leaders were upset about the Scranton 
&ppointment and I waa ~ble to neutralize their views and t...,_eby 
fore•tall adverae comments. 

Brussel• itself wae a fiasco. The troops and pre•• were there, 
but the program wa■ boring to death and the impact I suspect, 
slight. Will tell you about it when next we meet. 

Phone call me when you are ready for a Kissinger appointment. 
Be well. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler I 
i 

I 
I 
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Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

April 26, 1976 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

FROM: Yehuda Hellman 

Enclosed please find a letter from Jackie Levine to you. She is simply not 
aware of the fact that both organizations deal with issues of Soviet Jewry 
as equals. There is a written agreement governing the relationships between 
the two organizations. 

The Presidents Conference is not a member of any other coordinating body. 
The National Conference on Soviet Jewry is also not a member of the 
Presidents Conference. 

May I suggest that Rabbi Israel Miller, who has ruled on this matter 
during his administration, meet with Jackie Levine and Jerry Goodman, with 
me present at the meeting. It is important that Jackie Levine understand 
this matter fully. I am sure that she does not know the facts at this 
time. 



MRS. HOWARD H. LEVINE 
10 Beaumont Terrace, West Orange, New Jersey 07052 
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PRIME ·MtNISTER·S BUREAU 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Chairman 

Jerusalem, April 7, 

Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations 

515 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex, 

1976 

This is a note to tell you how glad I was to meet 

Yehuda and yours.elf here in Jerusalem. 

I believe yout visit accomplished much in terms of 

its public impact here, and I trust that you found your 

meetings satisfactory. Certainly, I left your meeting with 

the Prime Minister with the fe -; ling that a good rapport has 

been established which augurs well for the future. 

I wish you all success and extend to Yehuda and 

yourself my warmest greetings of Chag Sameach. 

I,, 

urs, 

er 
the 
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western union ailgram· 
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! ► NATlUNAL LU~FtRE.NCE ON SUv!~T J~w~y D fvE~ETT 
5:, wt.ST 4c; ST 

•' 

NE.W YORK ~y lOQlj 

T H I S t--1 A l l u R A ~1 I S A C O ~. F I R M A T l L.J 1s.i C () P Y U F T 1'i E F w L L U t • 1 r,. G M E:. S S A G 1:.. I 

t125~~1~10 TU~T NE~ YO~~ NY l~o Uo•lU 05u4~ tSl 

PMS THE HUNORABLE. WILLIAM t SlMUN StC~ETA~Y 0~ TH~ TRlASURY 
wASl-!lNl,TON DC 
W[ ~tRE DlSTRE:.SSED TO LtAMN T~Al SUVItT UFFICLALS ~lLL ~AISE CUSTUM 
DUTY ON PARC~LS FROM THIS COUNTRY AND - ELSE:.W~EHl TU ~RlfNDS AND 
RtLATIVES IN THt USSR. hhILE THIS ~ILL E:.F~EtT ALL CITIZE:.NS, IT ~ILL 
t, E. E:. S P E C I A L L Y H A R D O r J J t ~ S S E:. l K Hi (; r. H G k t. T I O t ! w H tJ H A V f: b U:. N F UH:. D O R 
FORCED TO R~SIGN LAC~ING ALL MEA~S 0~ FI NA NCIAL SUPPORT. THIS C~UEL 
PUNlSHME:.Nf AND UNNECl:..ASSAHY HARASSMr-~T ~ILL rURTH[R ISOLATt THtSE. 
Pc.OPLt. NOW UE.PENUt.NT UN ASSISTANCI:.. fRU M ~RIE:.NUS ANO RELATIVc.S, ~t 
U~~~ YOU ~ONVtY lMMEDIA1tLY THt STRONGEST PROTE~T FRUM THIS 
ADMINISTRATION GONCERN!Nl, THE:. E.Xuf-<8ITAt\iT lJUt.S bt.ING LE.VIED ON JUNc. 
1:,, ~E URGE:. iuvrET UFfICALS NUT TO AP~LV l Ht.St. HAHSH MEASUKES, 
FAILING T~IS A POSTPONt.MlNT LI ► l Vt.AR.ALLOWING ► ~MA GRADUAL 
AOJUSTMENf TO THE NE:.W SITUATION WOULD BE AN ACT O ► HUMANITY NOT 
UNNUTICEO 8V AMERICAN CITilENS AND ELlCTE:.u O~rl~IAL~. Wt APPREClAlE 
AN IMMEDIATE kEf,)LY AS TU Ar~v ACTIOt-1 TAKf:.N 

STANLEY H LO~E:.LL CHAIRMAN NATIONAL LO~~ERt.f\;LE 0~ SOVIET JE~ijy 

ANO ~A~~I ALtXANDtR SCHINULER CHAIRMA~ lONFt.RtN~t. OF ~RESID~NTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANilATlON~ 

1:>: 19 EST 

MC.,HNY AT H;jl:3 

The above telegram also sent to Sec. of State, Kissinger, 
Asst. Sec., Arthur Hartman & Sec. of Commerce, Elliot 
Richardson 
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Mr. Seymour Graubard 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Sy: 

Enclosed ia my ~11 euhange of correspcmdenee with Ki•tinger. If the 
answer is ••111 without the letter to which Ueai~r naponded, I 
suppose it can sive rise to the idea that I seat h1a a report on my 
trip to larael. But ,what hothera • la that a.youe would give crt1-
dance to a,nch a report, enough credance even to mike tnqu1ry. 

Be assured that the heat doeen 1 t bother me and that• a why I • in 
the kitchen and intend to reaiain there. 

I admire youl 

cc: Nr. Arnold Vorster 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schittdler 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1976 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I was pleased to receive your kind letter of 

April 9. We are both fortunate that Israeli hospi

tality does not require that the guest always say 

what his hosts would like to hear. 

We are well aware of the unfortunate cases of · 

Dr. Shtern and Professor Levich. I must tell you 

frankly that in the present circumstances our abil-

ity to promote favorable resolution of such cases is 

somewhat circumscribed. Nevertheless, we have repeat

edly brought up with the Soviet leaders the issue of 

Jewish emigration and human rights, and I can assure 

you we will continue to do so. 

I do not wish to paint too bleak a picture of 

the emigration situation. We are encouraged by the 

fact that since last fall the monthly figures have 

averaged about 1,200, which is somewhat higher than 

the levels of the first nine months last year. We 

were also happy to hear that a number of high interest 

cases were resolved earlier this year. I think it is 

important not to lose sight of the fact that nearly 

120,000 Soviet Jews have emigrated to Israel since 

1971. Seen in the light of history, that figure seems 

rather remarkable. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Chairman, 

Conference of Presidenis of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, 

515 Park Avenue, 
New York, New York. 
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I hope we can get together soon and look 
forward to seeing you~ 

Best regards, //- ;(( _____ _ 

6 Kissinger h 
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'Drl Henry Kissinger 
April 9, 1976 
?age -2-

Mrs. Schindler joins me in expressing warmest regards to 
you and your charming wife and in wishing you well at 
this season of the year. 

Sincerely, 

bbbi Alex:mdei- M.. Schindler 
Chaircan 

bee: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 
~x. S~anley Lcrwell 

I 
I 

' I 
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April 9, 1976 

The BDnorable Henry Kiseinger 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D,C. 

Dear Dr. Kissinger: 

I have just returned from my first visit to Israel as the 
Chairina.n of the Presidents' conference. I raised a few 
eyebrows and ruffled no few hairs there with what I said, 
how I said it and to who11l I &aid it. You may be sure that 
not the least nt:il01lg Cl'J statements waa an impassioned de
fense of 1our policies and pe1.-son. All th.is 1s really too 
insignificant to come to your attention, but 1 do want ;you 
to know about it m-,:yhow. 

I am still hoping to have an opportunity to talk with you 
privately. As a matter of courtesy, I asked Max to arrange 
this but he has bean una.ble to do so. I believe that such 
a frank and private oxebange, however brief, might be of 
nn.ttua.1 benefit. 

I tum to you DOW on another mattat entirely and I do 110 

at this time out of an ~..ss of the Chassidic tradi
tion and the teachings of -.ttle Baal Shem Tov who believed 
that at various ti.mas during the year the powers of Pidyon 
Shevuim operate m:,re intensely than at other times. One 
such period ie the weeks prl.or to Pesach, Zmon Cherutaynu. 
I write to appeal for your intercession in behalf of two 
Soviet Jews• Dr. Mikhail Shtern and Benjamin Levich. I am. 
certain their cases are all too familiar to you and that 
you know haw significant a solution of their plight would 
be in all respects. It ts my fond hope that you will do 
your utmost to intercede ln their behalf. 

Now that I have done my mitzvah in prepu-ation for Pesa.ch, 
I feel a little better about lt all, but still better will 
I fell lf you can helptme to bgring this mltzvah to ful-
fillment. • 



Mr. Jacob BSnbalD 
The Center for ltuaeian Jfltf13 
with 

October 5, 1976 

St11de11t Struggle for SOvf.et Jwry 
200 Wut 72nd Stnet 
Rev Yon, •· Y. 10023 

Dur Jacobi 

111auk you for tba •te'ridt 
me. 

l want )'OU to bow that 11111.Ja l • 11- ce ••r& ,._ --
mendationl ptll'80Qally, 1 -lltt 10 Offtc 1 widaout Ml 
dlacuaton ad a .. nt of tM Pnat&int•' Confei-ence. 

GlmltrTOV. 

Al...,_r H. a.blndler 



The Center for Russian Jewry 
with 

~tudent Struggle for Soviet Jewry 
~00 WEST 72nd STREET • SUITES 30-3 1 • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023 

(2 l 2) 799-8900 (212) WA 8-7451 
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Xr. warren B. Blumenthal 
747 Ohio Avenue 
North Tonawanda, N.Y. 14120 

Dear I-tr. Blumenthal; 

October 26, 1976 

Thank you for taking the time to shara with me your viewa on the 
matter of General Brown. I am grateful for your concern and your 
conments. 

As Chairman of the Presidents' Conference I articulate the view 
of the Conference, a1 expre11ed thl'OUgh the democratic proce1a and 
my statement on General Brown waa a coneenaua of the organizations 
represented in the Conference. 

You also ought to know the statement was ba,ed not just on a read
ing of the article, but a careful reading of the tranacript and on 
the tape of the interview itself. General Brown referred not only 
to Israel but to England and Iran as well, and clearly crossed the 
line of the military into t realm of public .oliciy it!:elf. It 
is my under.eta <ling that Pre ident Ford severely reprimanded the 
General for his expressed view which embarraseed the lJm.ted States 
not o~ly vis-a-vi$ Israel but our other allies ae well and with 
good reason as an examination of the complete interview and a hear• 
ing of the tape itself will reveal. 

A.gain, thank you for ~haring your views with me. 

Cordial Greetings, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,' 

W aPPen B. Blumenll10I 

747 0 1,io Avenue 

NoPII, T onawo ndo , N ew YoPk 14120 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Afenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 

Subject: The Censure of General Brown 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

October 20 , 1976 

This is to express my strong but respectful disa~proval of the stand 
of the Conference of Major Jewish Organizations, as articulated recently 
by yourself and others, relevant to General Brown. 

I , as a Jew, am committed in principle and practice to freedom of 
speech. When a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff states that he con
siders Israel a military burden, it is both his right to say what he 
thinks and his duty to articulate his judgment on matters of national 
security. The attempts of Jewish organizations to squelch expressions 
of Gen. Brown's opinion violates the general's freedom of speech and 
appears to be an unacceptable disregard for the opinions of mankind. 

You are quoted in the press as say;ing, "Gen. Brown's statement 
represents a dangerous intrusion of the military into the domain of 
public policy, which our form of government clearly assigns to civil
ian authority". I object because General Brown's statement was a 
military opinion on a worrisome subject , on which it is his duty to 
form judgments. Whether he lacked grace or not is a subject worthy of 
response by American Jews in their capacities as Americans, but not 
by Jewish organizations. 

Rabbi Walter S. Wursberger's reported statement appears to me to 
be particularly objectionable. Reportedly, he stated , "Gen. Brown por-
trays dismal insensitivity to the vital security interests of the United 
States, especially in the light of the broad concensus of the American 
people that a strong Israel represents an important bastion for defense 
of democracy in the free world. It would appear that a rabbi is eligible 
to proclaim what is sensitivity to vital security, but a general is not. 
Should Rabbi Wursberger be free to express military opinion, but General 
Brown not? Further, the evaluation of Israel as "an important bastion" 
by the general public cannot be a reason for Gen. Brown not to form and 
express a military evaluation. 

Basically, the issue to which I am addressing my comments is whether 
the Jewish organizations are placing ,, objective justice as their goal. I 
feel that often they are not, and their response to Gen. Brown's statements 
is a specific example of this. 

Yours sincerely, 
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RABBI MEYER HELLER 

CANTOR BARUCH COHON CANTOR EDWARD KRAWLL 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
U A H C 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

September 30, 1976 

As President of the Presidents, you can do something to 
influence the Committee of Eight who threaten to stop the 
Exodus of Soviet Jews. Remind them that 11 Dropping out 11 of 
Aliya to Israel is far preferable to being 11 Dropped out 11 of the 
Jewish future by remaining in Russia. Remind them that the 
Soviet Government does not respond to truth crjustice - could 
care less about those trivalities, in fact - but only to 
pressure. We must stand on the right of every human being 
to choose his country of residence, and to change that choice 
if he sees fit. Any other course is immoral. 

Leaving Russia, under any pretext that will satisfy 
Soviet law, is not immoral. Withholding our aid from our 
own people is immoral. 

I urge you to use the prestige of your office to press 
the Committee of Eight to keep the Exodus going - keep the 
doors of America open - encourage those who want to go to 
Israel, yes, but the choice must be theirs~ 

I wish you a productive fast and a Good Year! 

Sincerely, 

~GL-
CBC:gaw Cantor Baruch Cohan 

EVELYNE LEVY. Administrator THEODORE SHARFMAN, Educational Director 



, 
, 

Cantor Baruch Cohan 
Temple Emanuel 
8844 Burton Way 
Beverly Hills, ea. 90211 

Dear Baruch: 

October S, 1976 

I have your latter in r·omu.Q. to f Eight ad 1fh11e 
I am not directly involwd ia dlil bW' I want ,-a te k11DW 
that I have made my VS... ~ ~ ., -. ,-op u aible. 
I ahall continue to exp • sny vi.we ••wwi.- I an r
tunity. 

With beat wiahea for the 11111 Yeo, l 

Sincer ly, 



T 

e Center for Russian Jewry 
200 WEST 72nd STREET • SUITES 30-31 • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023 

(212) 799-8900 • (212) WA 8-7451 

~ ~~ ,e_ ~ ~ 
~;~4 September 21, 1976 

Congressmen William Green and Abner Mikva 
Trade Subcommittee 
House Ways and Means Committee 
Cannon Building 233 Re : 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressmen Green and Mikva: 

Roma nia 's MFN s tat u s an d 
"Freedom of Emigr atio~ " 
legislation 

I appreciate having been givefl the opportunity of testifying before 
the Subcommittee last week. Unfortunately, in the rush to dispose 
of Congressional business by the end of the month, no analysis was 
made of ways of helping to ensure Romanian compliance with so 
significant a piece of legislation, an exercise of Congressional 
authority which provides millions of East Europeans with a sense of 
protection and hope for the future. 

the 

In my testimony I indicated the necessitv of developing a series of 
pressure points during the coming year. The most effective of these 
would be the strengthening of the now inadeq uate monitoring and 
review facilities e x isting with i n the Subcommittee in relation to 
Romanian emigration. 

I. 

The Monitoring and Review Mechanism 

Functions: The hundreds of cases coming in should not merely be 
forwa r ded to the State Department without careful attention 
within the Congressional framework. The re is work of 
compilation of information and coordina tion with involved 
agencies to be done, so th~t Congress should --
a have the best possible current picture at all timeSof 

b 
general trends and ind ivi dual cases 
be able to consult in authorative f ashion with State,and 
with such Romanian officials as happen to be in contact. 

II. Composition: At l e ast one full-time staff person , plus a 
secreta ry/assistant. The unit would mak e monthlv reports to 
members of the Committee. 

III.Auspices: The findings would be formall y reviewed every quarter 
by a small oversight group of Congresspersons, appointed by 
the Committee. This group would be empowered to hold detailed 
"minor" hearings at any time but certainly prior to the time 
of the quarterly review. 

IV. Budget: A yearly allocation of $50,000 for the time being has 
been suggested. 

cont'd -

I I G b vice c;na/rman · Professor Michael Wyschogrod, Vlcc-Cha/rman ; 
GOVERNING BOARD Rabbi Steven Riskin, Chairman; Pfolea~or _rvRnibl r~~~a~~~ Wal;s Secref,;ry; Professor Eugene Borowltz , Moses Brodetzky, Rubin R. Dobin , . 
Paul W. Freedman, Trttasurer; Rabbi Charles Sheer, R oir~ ~~{;,, ~ar1ow Rabbi Aharo'n Llch lenstein , Professor Ronald Rubin , Profe93or Seymour Siegel , 
Rabbi Ezra Flnkell'leln, Jack Frledg~t , (~old JG,n~t,Blr~b~um National 0 '1,ector; Glenn Richter, New York Coordinator. 
Rabbi lsrRtll Wohlgelernter, Sanford w c ~r, eco ' e dore Sikel Hon. Paul Bookson , Monsignor Harry Byrne, Rep. Leonard Farbste ln, 
HONORARY SPONSORS Hon . Herman Badrlio, Hon . Abraham Be:me,}~ 0 he! Rabbi David Hill Chief Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovila, Senator Jacob Jav,ts , 
6. z. Goldberg, Rabbi Harold Gordon, William Haddact, Dr. Atra am Ma oer"5oh~ V Llndasy, lion . 'Robert Morgenthau, Rabbi Loui s I. Newman . Paul O 'Dwyer, 
Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman, Rep. EdwordR Koch

1
, R~bbl ~o~~~n ~~!':i'nthai Bayard R~o!ln , Rep . Will iam F. Ryen, Rabb i Herschel Schachter, 

Rabb i Emanuel Rackman, Hon. Burton oDber Js, dde~. 11: J Hon Carl Vergari R~v. Or. Moran Wes Ion , Elle Wiese l . Rep . James Scheuer, Dr. Hillel Seidman, r. u e r, , 



It is our conviction that this sum is a modest price to pay for 
preventing a steep decline of Congress' authority in East Europe and 
sustaining the hopes of those whose protection we represent. 

Evidences of Romanian Good Faith 

May we further suggest that a sense of the Committee's unease with 
the present Romanian emigration situation be communicated to President 
Ford and to the Romanian Ambassador himself. Much more concrete 
assurances need to be sought from the Romanians this time, 
accompanied by substantial evidences of good faith in the near 
future. These should include --
1 - Early release of extreme cases. 
2 - Cease harassing would-be emigrants. 
3 - Raise emigration rates to Israel at not less that 3-400 a month 

and maintain the continued growth rates to the United States. 

Very sincerely yours, 

1 ( ' ~ , , -
-~ C ~ I,? - (,~ (--:\,.(,.(.. µ. \ 

Jacob Birnbaum 
National Director 

cc: members of the Committee 



CONGRESSIO,NAL· ;REGORD ,..,L,, H◊-qsE 

~ESOLU'l'ION ON MONITOF,ING ~O
M:ANIA'S HUMAN' • RIO:HTS AND 

·' .£MIGRATION RECORD;· •• •, • 

:- M1', KOCFC 1,4.i,-. Spe~~i·, tog~y I aµi, 
,'lv,tt\Oduciug on beli41p ar·· Cb1,gressm~n 
)'(,QBERT :P. DRINbN, Cpngressm.an CHl\;£$
TOP}rER J . OoDn, and mY&~lf. a resqlµtton 

• calling 011 the. Socialtst .RePtlbl!c P! . ~
:: 11Ul-llia' either; to 1mprove ' Its reco1·.d J_n 
~·e,mtgrn,tioµ and }ts t1'~~tmt· of mtnon-
Ue& pr 'to risk Josmg its mo.,t-favored-na
tion stl,\tus. Briefi~r, foJ: those W9Q may 

,llOt be fully infotmed. aP,~t .thll,;' contro
)'V'ersv the United State!i -exte_p.qed ,lll,~t-
• t.v~-nation ti'$µnel;\t ·, t.Q the SQ<:~I
.J$'t. 

0

.RepUQUC_J'.>f Ro~ta- ~l. 1~75. ·our 
-~v:e:rrunent <lid th1s 'UnAfl' ~-e 8,1.l th'.011ty 
:r>rotlded ~Y th.e Trade 4~tof 1954 .. wttfeh 
allowed the e&.~(msiop qt, moot-fa.vored
nati.on status and otl)~ ~'rade '1i.vµeges 
, tp the SO-',alljj(l ••nonmairlpet'' or socalist 
natim:i.s, provided -- those, nations eitber 
llhowed that the~' had a free emlgi,a.tion 
µoUcv or were maldng ·substa.t1tial pr01¥,. 
ress "t<rwarc;l such a goo!. II). • the latter 
cise, the President 1s allowei,i to recom
m'end to the Congress tt;il'!,,t .1'1ost-!ii,vored." 
'nation staus .be g,r-a,nood,.nQt,vtthstq,11ding 
the fU.Ct- the uat,1on· recei\•1.1\Ji our tariff 
;:.dvantagcs has a. le..~ .than, fl'ce .,emigra,-

1tlou poll~Y, tr the 'Ptesi~e.iit determ1n~ 
3th.lit th~ Policies o1. th~ government. 111. 
question ;' Roman~ .i~ this case, will "lead 

,,;tibst.ant!aJly.'' to t.11~·· ~bj~tives ef l''1'ce 
:emigration. •. . . ;, . , 

, '·-'· Recently .the .Pmf.cieht :recommended 
"'-· titat, Rotn.&~a reeme m,rn;y,7tavo~d~na

t'~i:»l • stntm. tor another··t ear. The .Con•· 
-lN!&S has untll. -potober 15, l!J7ti, to 
"v~,0" this e:.:teil.Sioa t.tµ·ough a. dlsap
p,row,l Ileso¼Uti{)u, t;h.at P.l&Y Jie .off~req by 
,either House of QQngties$, Such. a resolu
t.10.n would countenna.nu toe P~sident's 
~eternilna.tion t,ha,t Roman!e. deeerves to 
~on'ttntt,e tQ rec!)ive rilost-fa.~~~na.t,t<»r 
aw,:tus, based: ol;). tlie ,Co1~.~s: own ev[\l'."' 
uation' of R om!liiilt's n~cord 211>., 4,\llliITT·a-
.tion:.aud P'tl,ler matter.s. ; • , . . 

In· addition. l .have been .. e0ncerned 
about the,stat,us• of,,nu~riti~. inl?hl~ 
11:os:,"Uistic • minorittes, .'fn; • Rrunarua., ,most 
11.otably the Hun.garian.:speaking ltor,n.4.: 
nian m:fnortty. In m:g1:ng th~t ,the GQn~ 
gr~s r~gnize their' coxnpi~~ ·as part 
of tbe i,,.pirit '01 the human nghts sectk;/n 
ot the Tm.de Act of 19U, I •ha.ve ):)een. ask
ing tba,t. the Congi-ess co~'jder the fun
-dam¢ntal rte;hts pf thu; mmortty as part 
.91 .the overn~1 situation that shoul<i be 
~ .e\v~. when the, tra.d~ st~tfu; of' Ro, 
mania. ts considwed; ., . • 
• .The resohttion,t.hat we.areinttodu<,lng 
• f.oda,y would ask. the Prwident iP sl;ll;lmit 
.t() Congress and t,0 the newly ei,hi:bUshed 
Co~on 011 Seeurlty and Coopera
tio;l in Europe-the Helsink.1 Monitoring 
Commission est2.bHshed this past sum
;mer-:a report on the sta~1:2s' of both t.~e 
!reedoo'L or emigration and m.inortcy 
;rights in R omania.. Such .a r.epoi;t Wtlul(l 
be requested immediat.e1Y and also each 
tune the President• me.de an applltiation 

+;;.. for exteuslGn of rnost-!1wored-nation 
\ •• ,· tree.~ent for Romania. • , · 

Iu addition, tJ1e Commission on Se<,u
rlty and coopemtion in Emope is ·re
quested by thts rt)80}ution to ·t:rnnsmit a 

• I' 
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ROMA.NIAN POLICY ON EMIGRATION 
TESTIMONY BI JACOB BIRNBAUM 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR RUSSIAN JEWRY & STUDENT STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY AT 
HEARINGS BEFORE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE OF THE HOUSE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE, SEPT.14,1976. 

Mr. Chairman, I haYe been encated 1n the strucile t"r hmaan richts 1n East 
lurope tor thirteen years, mainly but by ne means exclusiv-.l.y 1n behalt ot Jews. In 
the sprinc of 1964, I founded the Student Struccle fer SeTiet Jewey and twe years later 
the Center fer Russian Jewey. Last 7ear, fctllewinc Sf¥ 1ntenention with Remanian Ambas
saders Btcdan and Ddeu in behalf et a Remanian Jew, Andre Asher, aentenced to death for 
ecenemic crime1, I becaae MN and more inTolved with the preblema et Remanian Jevillh 
eaicratien. Alter a few days, Ambassador Datcu called me to say that Asher•• sentence 
had been 0011111uted te twnty y-ears;imprisonement (Asher waa 61t). Since then, letters 
tr•• relatiYes •! would-be emicrants frE>m Romania to the U..S,, Israel and elsewhere, as 
well as discussions with t>eturned visitors, haw civen me a picture of the internal 
eaicration aituatien, and haTe enabled mete compile lists or would-be emicrants, the latest 
ef which is herewith attached (u.s., Israel, Canad.a). A cood part et this testimony will 
be autllanticated b;r appropriate quotations trem. these letters. 

In 1975, the Concress acreed to the President1s request te waive the require
■ents ef section 402 of Title IY of the Trade Aot (Jan.), 1975) denyinc MFN and credit 
priTilece• te Romania, on the understandinc that substantial precress was beinc made 
and nuld 1n future be made to iJlpreve that co\llltry'• em.icratien practices. Unfortunately, 
doea not int to such procress. 

he evidence 
Tve tests can be 11.ade to ascertain the situations 

A. Increase or decrease of numbers of emicrants. B. Volume of complaints re obstacles. 

The statistics haTe been used in aisleadinc fashion to show important increases, 
A croup ot JDOntha in 1975 and 19?6 haTe been com.pared to indicate a doublinc. The overall 
picture heweTeris different. The combined Romanian emicrant totals for Israel and the u.s. 
tor 1973 and 1974 shew well oTer 4,000 !er each ot those years. Fer 1975 (in the middle •f 
vhioh Mm was extended) we haYe about J,ooo, while the 1976 total pointJto semethinc in the 
recion of 3.200. A fl'lrther breakdown of these totals as between Israel and the u.s. vill 
prc,ve illuminat1n,. While 1n the years betore 197.5, Romanian emicration to the u.s. ranced 
from 19 1n 1967 to 407 in 1974, under pressure from Concress that ficun rose to 94.5 1n 
1975, te a possible 1.000 er 1100 1n 1976. Percentace -wise this JMl1' be considered. a larce 
increase bat in terms of the totals hardly _a stcniticant amount. Incidentally, very tew ot 
these are Jews. Last week, however, a HI.AS representative reported that 2,900 Romanian Jews 
nre recistered with his acency for immicration to the u.s. 

An examination of Romanian immicration to Israel indicate a startlinc decline 1n 
recent years. 1972 - 3,000, 197) - 41 000, 1974 - 3,700, 1975 (MFN year) - 2008, 1976 -
acain pointinc to slic}ltly eyer 21000. The monthly fi,cures can be juc1led in deceptive 
fashion but the larier perspective dramatically illuainates Bucharest's real policy, 

Much has been made ot the ac•inc and the decline in numbers ef the Romanian Jewish 
community. There is however considerable evidence to indicate that the 197'J/4 levels of 
41 000 could easily be reached aiain and even raised to 5,000 and mere for a number of 
years. Well oTer a year aco, a hict}l.y placed Romanian personace said that he believed that 
before 1975 was oTer, some 3 to 4, 000 Jews will have emicrated to Israel. Thou.ch the actual 
ticure was 2.008, he must have recarded the hicher ficun as a completely reasonable one. 
rurthermere, he estimated that by 1980 an•ther 20 - 30, 000 Jews may have opted to emicrate. 
He must have had in mind a fi(ure of 4. 6,000 a year tor five years. I have also been 
informed that a very authorative source reported that a conservatiTe Israeli estimate of 
Romania's Jewish emicration potential was not less than 40.ooo. 
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Discouracement ~ ApPlicationa ~ Emicration. 

The bare statistics just discussed do not convey the aaount ot unne•ssar;r 
su!ferine eften undercone in the process of leavinc Rounia. The extracts f'rom the 
communications in my possession qouted here will eiYe some indication ot this. 
Unfortunately, after some soul searchine, I decided not to name~ sources at thia time, 
thouih they are o! course available to the Chairllan and committee meabers en request. 

info~ 
I:!!£ 1 A very recently returned visitor1that he had been told in Buoharestthat anyone 

whose name appeared on a list from abroad 1will never leaTe"; that some o• these 
\ 

people had been warned and intimidated because the..,.- naJHs bad appeared on such list. Those 
who spoke to my informant all ref'used to introduce themseves. The work of catberinc in-
formation this past year has been most difficult because of the lack of communication en
cendered b;y an often pe"asive fear. There are persons who, thouch desperate to join their 
relatives in the u.s. Mbave not cotten to the stac• or applyine tor a Tisa at the u.s. 
Embassy -- in fact most never even contacted the Embassy for information" in the words 
of an authorative source. We do of course know of' persons who have cone. Last summer, for 
example, would-be applicants were emboldened b;r the knowledce that Coneress was concerned. 

Applying !2,£ ! Passpo•t. 1 Here are several staces as reported b;y a knowled.ceable source. 
"The mere fact of applyinc tot a passport implies a lone ordeal. 

1. First step: Askinc your employer tor his permission. The applicant must appear before 
the Director of place of work and the local party committee to areue why he or she wants 

to leave and to face their aceressive questionine, threats and attempts to dissuade. 
2. If he is stubb6rn enouc}l, he will reavh the next step, this tille at the People's Council 

of the Dutrict - a similar test of steadtastness and obstination. 
J. I! he survives, he may re,ister on a waitinc list at the local police station tor the 

application f'orms., oaly to be told that the forms are•out or print". In December,1975 
tlley remained unavailable for months. 

4. Arter applyinc, the attempts to convince or triehten resume at reeular intervals, some
times every month." 

~ 
~ cannot force~ citizens.!&, emigrate• An extect f'roa a recent letter, 1nvolv1nc a 

simple case of family reunion 1n the u.s. with 
no coaplications of any kincl,will illustrate the aboTea •Despite her repeated requests, they 
refused systematical.l.J' ti cive her application toms for travel documents and n exit visas. 
She was finally sent b;y the police in charee of handline these problems to the Communist 
party boss of the city who tried to intimidate and dissuade her from applyinc for the reu
nification of her faail3. Her problem was discussed b;y the party "cell" ofv her place of 
work. They called a meetin1 attended b;y the employees and she had to explain publicly her 
reasons for askinc to leave. I bslieTe the!!!! strata,em .2! !h!. Romanian Authorities 
is to refuse~ petitioners .!:h!_ ruht l:2 !!!!, t!r£; travel documents and when questions from 
abroad arise, the answer may be" Sorry but the people you mention never filed an applica
tion and we don't fore• our citizens to emicrate .• This has indeed been a common reply b;y 
Romanian officials, from President Ceausescu down. 

~ Consequences 2f App1YinC fil Emicration 

i.2.2 Displacement !!2 Demotion I These are ~?t uncommon occurrences. An old couple 1n their 
80s wrote. Our son asked for a visa about two years aeo. 

Iver since, he and his wife were sent out of their jobs and now tbeyand their younc children 
are close to starvinc. Every week they are told they will never leave". 
From a sm"tciled letter - " I applied for e11icration in July 1975 because I believed it was 
a .fortunate moment, since at that time the Romanian Govt. cot from the American Concress the 
Most Favored Nation clause which required the liberalization of emicration. I hoped that in 
such circumstances the Romanian authorities would acree to my leavinc the country. But on 
the second day, I was put out of my sciebtific work, discharced. of job and my waces cut down. 
Almost every day I have been called to several authorities and unofficially in a "friendly" 
manner advised to withdraw rq petition, because anyway I shall n•t be allowed to co, I shall 
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be fired and be jobless -- my stubborness would epoil my life and destroy me professionally, 
-- my situation is indeed desperate: to live for me in Romania is no more possible wij:.hout 
job, and to leave the country I am not allowed.• 

Separation 2f Couples mg Prohibition 2! Marriaces with !!fil-Romanians : • • 
A youn, man wrote: " The permanent incertitude recardinc emicration torced u • 

to poatpen• our marriace and we lived four years as husband and vite (without fonnal aarriaet 
I manaced t• leave Romania but my fiance has little hope to leave. Sh• was several tilles 
hindered to hand in the application. Moreover, the Oort. has f'orbidden(I ) Romanian citi-
zens liTinC in Romania to marry those who left the country. Thia l!! i! kept secret. has 
never been published - !! many others !! th! !!:!!!!. ~-• 

A younc woman of Romanian oricin has returned to Tisit Romania many times durinc 
the past few years in her effo•ts to marry her fiance, still tryinc to leave. 

Punishinc Children !2!: lh!. ~ 2! their Parents1 A younc woman writes - "My application 
tor emicration was turned down because 

of f'ather•s alleced NcuiltN. A man with younc children has been told acain and acain 
that he will never leave because of his tather1s Ncuilt", has been de110ted from his prof'ee
sional pesition and forced to take a rouch menial bare subsistence job. The fami.13 lives 
in a state of abject misery and constant humiliation from the neichbors. 

Hardest Cases1 The State Insists 5!!l Ceaseless Punishment l!! lh! H.!!!, of .lli Justice , 
A number o! former manacers, trade officials, a<1m1nistrators became emneshea. 

Bur1ne t.he1950s and 1960s in the power shifts ot Romanian politics and were ••apeeoated. 
Usually, they were accused of economic crimes. Often, whether their 1Uilt was real or not, 
they were sentenced to lone imprisonment and fined enormous sums, impossible to pay- oft. 
Now elderly, sick and old, many of these people are livinc out the remainder of their lives 
with bitter memories o! prison and befo1·e that_.. the murder of their families by the Nazis. 
Mostly, they wish to leave Europe behind and Join relatiTes in Israel or elsewhere. 
Whether they were cuilty or not and whateTer the deem of any ,uut, they more than served 
their time, they have suffered enoucb• This kind of state-ordained eternal punishment can 
no loncer be recarded as Justice but as somethinc else. They should finally be let co. 

A yowi~ from Israel wrote, " My father was injustly involved in a deliberate~ 
made-up antisemitic trial. These were the trials ot the Romanian Jews who had been workinc 
in Romanian foreien trade, that took place 19.58 - 1964. The principle aill of these terrible 
trials, with both economic and political consequences, was to remove all Jews holdinc senior 
position• in Romanian foreicn trade at that time -- It is hard to understand how the tracic 
realit1 of these trials in which the only ones convicted were Jews, was hidden to world 
opnion". She concludes 11My parents are elderly and sick, completely alone(all my mother's 
family are 1n Israel, while~ father's was completely exterminated by the llazia).Their 
sincle natural desire after havin, wroncfully suffered for so lone is to join me, their 
only child, in Israe.N 

Another man was refused till he paid enoraous fines for himself, the equally 
enormous fines of two others accused with him were also~id off, plus accumulated interest 
over the many years, plus collection expenses I ~a.:c..1 

Conclusion : With the 1975 waiver of Mn leeislation and President Ford's assurances, we 
micht hawe expected a substantial eapansion of Romanian emicration and a 

diminuition of internal obstacles rather than what we have seen.a steep declihe and 
increased loval difficulties. Out of a minimum Romanian Jewish emi&ration potential of 
40• 000, only 2,000 a year are permitted to leave. This beinc so, a straichtforward waiver 
et subsection 402 a.&b. of Title IV of the Trade Act, withholdini MFN to a country which 
11denies its citizens the rieht or opportunity to emi&rate", will need some justif1in,. 
There is little, if any9 evidence that last year's waiver "substantially promoted the ob-

--:) jectives of freedom 0£ emi,ratioa11 • ·-j/::- 1-ti:.or,wiGN'DITT,¥iit would seem appropriate for Coner••• 
:· to ask the President to seek from the RoJ11anians renewed~ !!!)'_ConcreteNassurancesfiai 

A that the emicration practices of their country will henceforth lead substantially to the 
/ achievement of the objectives of freedom of emi&ration". 

I retain the belief that there is sufficient ,oodwill between the Romanian Govt. 
·t f2.. i: C C iV\ 1"1 f: N i) 11 TI v,J S 
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f:.__ ~ (., C 1"1 1"\ t: N ~) It "f l O ,,-r g 
and ourselves for a better resolution of problems 1n th• cominc aontha. Bucharest has so 
much to ,ain from American support, American knov-hov, American tecbnoloey, American trade, 
that an uncomplicated emieration policy would be a small price to pay tor the enormous 
potential benefits of an untroubled relationship with Washincton. 

!1> Establishment gl ! Congressional Review Mechanism!££. Romanian Emigration 

There is a lack ot of steady consultation, coordination and intormation exchanee between 
the various involved acencies in Washincton. To this end, it would seem helpful to establish 
some form ot systeaatic concressional review mechanism whose function would be to 

a) ascertain more precisely than hitherto the current Romanian emicration situation, both 
in terms of numbers and of intemal operation 

b) lead to a more Wormed and frequent dialo&Ue with the Romanians on the individual cases. 

To be effective, the review mechanism would have to meet reiU,larly, say, bi
monthly,with provision tor plenty of mutual consultation amon1 staff people between formal 
aeetincs. 
\-\~...,>(--- (Z. C S Ot-\.iT10N or, C,..>,'1M1•f~~ 'ut?C,1~,<,N 1° H~LY riA-C,'"fi-4iaf\_ /-t<Z'A-,t,r-,1(!-S ,,v /\iC,1,': ,v; ;Ji_(l.. 

Addendum 

~ Romanian Emigre' s Perception gl !h!, American Role Bl ~ Europe 

A tew days act I received a letter from Europe, from which I extracts 

"The fact that the u.s. became interested in 'l1l;f case was decisive. Not even money, 
usualls' the most successful way of emieration (from Romania) helped me.~ relatives paid 
$5,000 to a co-between but to no avail. American political influence could supplement the 
1money1 method. --- I think that Washiniton is not totally aware how stron& its influence 
in that part of the world could be. 11 

He insists ob the importance of the U.S. keepinc up its political pressure on the 
Romanians and warns of the daniers of "weak u.s. diplomatical activity". 

He concludes a11DON 1T TRUST WORDS AND PROMISES, ASK FOR FACTS N 

By 'facts•, he ID8ans concrete evidences of Romanian &ood faith in terms ot ••ilration. 
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Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

8333 AIRPORT BOULEVARD 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90045 
776-4074. 645-5353 

SCOTT M. SPERLING RABBI 

MORDECAI I. SOLOFF. RABBI EMERITUS 

DAVID JULIAN, CANTOR 

Nov. 18, 1976 

I have two purposes in writing to you. One of which is to offer a belated 
thank you for your note of congratulations on my installation this past 
month• The second is to express my deep concern over the issue of Soviet 
Jewish immigration. · I am deeply worried that HIAS and other Jewish 
organizations are going to cease giving aid to the so-called "drop-outs" 
in Vienna. It is my firm belief that we have no right to dictate to our 
Soviet Jewish brothers and siste?Swho have managed to escape Russian 
oppression, what their final point of destination is to be. Thev have the 
same right of free choice to settle in Israel or not to settle there 
as I have, or any other Jew. From my perspective, it would be an immoral 
and cowardly act on our part to withhold any Aelp from any Soviet Jew, 
based on their desire to settle anywhere other than Israel. I hope that 
in the coming weeks and months that you will speak out on behalf of the 
principle of freedom of choice, both as President of the UAHC and as 
President of .the Conference of Major Jewish Organizations. The specter of 
the process of 'selekzia' being carried out by Jewish bureaucrats on fellow 
Jews seeking to escape to :freedom is more than I wish to imagine. I hope 
that this will never come to pass. 

Shalom . v£'wtltov, ~ ~c 1: t , 
~SCOt M0 S~ ~ 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 





DAVID BAMBERGER 

1 5 5 5 LINCOLN A VENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44 107 

December 20 , 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schi ndler 
Conference of Maj or Jewish 

Or ganizations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I would like to express my agreement 
with the opinions expressed by Abba Eban 
in the enclosed article, urging assistance 
for all Jews who wish to leave Russia, 
includ ing the s o-cal led dropouts who do 
not c hoose to go to Israel. 

It is surely not for us in the U. S ., 
particularly during the season of 
Hanukkah, to t ake any actions which would 
tend to deny freedom to any Jew -
particularly those who, like us, choose to 
live in lands outside of I drael. 
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Do Not Withhold 
To Soviet Jewish 

of 
Assistance 
'Dropouts' 

(Editor's note: The Soviet Jewry "dropout" issue is cur
rently under intensive discussion and analysis in Jewish 
communities throughout the world. A special committee of 
Israeli and American Jewish leaders, the Interorganiza
tional Committee on Soviet Jewish Emigration headed by 
Max Fisher, is studying the situation in all its ramifications. 
Because of the importance of the issue, the Jewish Tele
graphic Agency is publishing an article written by former 
Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban exclusively for the 
JTA). 

, By ABBA EBAN 
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

Israelis and American Jews 
alike believe that Jews who 
emigrate from the Soviet 
Union to the United States 
with Israeli visas do great 
disservice to the central in
terests of the Jewish people. 

They exchange the idea of 
a Jewish homeland for the 
opportunistic notion of indi
vidual welfare. They bring 
discredit on the powerful 
historic theme in the name 
of which their deliverance 
was secured. They reward 
the State of Israel for their 
own redemption by reducing 
the dignity and authenticity 
of the very statehood which 
has served them in their 
ordeal. 

Every resource of 
persuasion and incentive 
should be put to work to 
bring this moral paradox to 
an end. 

Yet with all the severity of 
this judgment, I hope that 
American Jewish organiza
tions will reject any advice 
to withhold aid and compas
sion from Soviet Jews who 
reach a free haven any
where in the wor Id. The 
deepest issues of Jewish fra
ternity are here at issue. 
Since our Jewish relation
ship is fraternal it imposes 
an unconditional solidarity. 

Zionism has an absolute 
obligation to the interests of 
every Jew, in rectitude or in 
error, for better or for 
worse. The obligation is 

transcendent and all-em
bracing. It springs to our 
conscience from the depths 
of our tragic history. And it 
is sustained by memories too 
poignant to discard. 

Intolerable Moral 
Implication 

Aliyah is a unique and a 
translateable idea. But it is 
totally incompatible with 
any concept of coercion. If it 
lacks the voluntary impulse 
it becomes drained of its 
nobility. Nor is there much 
prospect of durability in a 
sojourn in Israel engendered 
by the pressure of depriva
tion imposed by a docile but 
reluctant American Jewish 
decision. The moral impli
cation is intolerable. 

American Jews who have 
shown an infinitely smaller 
tendency tqwards aliyah 
than Soviet Jewry have no 
right to compel Soviet Jews 
to fulfill an obligation that 
American Jews ignore with 
such totality. The American 
Jewish kettle is not entitled 
to call the Soviet Jewish pot 
black or any other color. 

Whatever the motives for 
the American Jewish record 
on aliyah it must surely 
generate a decent humility 
towards Soviet Jews who, in 
their fatigue and confusion, 
are unable to fulfill the dic
tates of our national history. 

When Zionism celebrated 
its decisive political victory 
after World War I, its lea
ders took a double and paral
lel course. (Chaim) Weiz-

AbbaEban 
mann and his colleagues ap
peared before the peace 
conference in 1919 with their 
call for recognition of Jewish 
national independence. 

And Nahum Sokolow, rep
resenting Zionism in its full 
sovereignty, joined Louis 
Marshall and Julian Mack in 
their efforts to protect the 
civil and collective Jewish 
rights of Jewish communi
ties in Europe. 

The Libel Of Indifference 
The most satanic and hein

ous anti-Zionist propaganda 
after the second World War 
sought to saddle Zionism 
with the.sin of indifference to 
the saviflg of Jewish lives 
other than those destined for 
Eretz Israel. We dare not 
accord retroactive validity 
to his libel by giving our 
Jewish solidarity a paroch-

ial or selective interpreta
tion. 

When we rightly assert 
that a Jewish State, had it 
existed in the 1940s, would 
have saved the' lives of mil
lions of Jews, the diagnosis 
certainly includes not only 
those who would have "come 
home" in the fullest sense, 
but also those who would 
have used a sovereign Jew
ish passport for their varied 
forms of personal deliver
ance. 

Division Would Be Tragic 
I hope that Israeli leaders 

who wish to obey an integral 
Zionism, free of any Cana
ani tish emphasis, should 
think again and liberate 
American Jewish leaders 
from a pressure that goes 
against every fraternal and 
humane impulse. In any 
case this is a theme on which 
American Jews have a right, 
and perhaps a duty, to assert 
their independent judgment. 

Nothing could be more 
tragic than to embark on a 
policy that would cause divi
sion between American 
Jews and each other, be
tween American and Rus
sian Jews, between Israel 
and the Jews of the two main 
diasporas. If we sep~rate 
our disapproval of the drop
out process from our hum
ane duty to those involved, 
these discords can still be 
avoided. 

Israeli Children Study U.S. Jewry 
JERUSALEM (JTA)-

Some 1500 high school stu
dents in 18 schools in the 
Matte Yehuda region near 
Jerusalem began this weP' 
an educational projpr' 
"Jews in the UnilP 

The project 
the Inter 
Cent.Pr 

salem, in 
the Mir· 
anr 



To r . Shinale 

Presiae toe the USA J ewish Presiden ts Council 

Mr . President! 

Our relative and friend - Al exander Feldman is now unde r t he threat o f 

t he r epeat ed co viction in Soviet prison . 

Three and a half years a go , after t he trial , framed- up by KGB, Al exander 

Feld a n was con demned to a long i mpri sonmen t t e r and tis t erm is no w going 

to its en d . 

The f ac t o f r epeated conviction o f a Jewish epatria tion activist even 

before his t erm has finishe d is unprece dent ed i n t he Soviet Jews ' movemen t 

for the i mmi gration r i ght . 

We k ow, Mr . Presi de t, h ow much has a lready done tiy your Counc il for 

t he §oviet J ewry . That is why •e ap eal to y o wi t our deep reques t to use 

a ll your in f luence in order to preve t this t errib l e t h ing . our support ~n 
~ 

help to Alexander Feld,an t o reunite with his family and his fri en dsin t he 

land of I srael . 

With sice e respe ct and h ope 

Alexander Feldman ' s fa ily, 

The Isr a el Commi t tee fo r Alexander Feldman ' s Liberation . 

arch 23 , 1977. 

Jerusalem . 



The President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Telegram 
May 17, 1977 

We are distressed to learn that the trial of Moscow Jew, Iosef Begun , 
will be held tomorrow and that the investigation of Anatoly Shchransky 
has been intensified. 

Negative results of the trial could have a deleterious impact on popular 
attitudes towards improving East-West relations. 

Respectfully request your ·immediate attention. 

Eugene Gold, Chairman 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Rabbi Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations 

cc: Robert Lifschutz Counsel to the President 
Stuart Eizenstat, Counsel to the President 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 20, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of President of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

On behalf of President Carter, I want to thank you for 
your comments concerning the plight of Anatoly Shcharansky 
in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Shcharansky remains in detention in Moscow and has 
not, according to our information, been formally charged by 
Soviet authorities. Secretary Vance expressed our concern 
for Mr. Shcharansky to the Soviet Government soon after Mr. 
Shcharansky was detained. Allegations in the Soviet press 
that Mr. Shcharansky collaborated with the CIA were also 
denied publicly by President Carter. 

During his visit to Moscow in March, Secretary Vance 
emphasized to Soviet officials our interest in the resolu
tion of a large number of cases of Soviet Jews refused exit 
visas for Israel. A list of several hundred names, includ
ing Mr. Shcharansky's, was submitted to the Soviet Govern
ment. 

Our commitment to promote human rights at home and 
abroad has been made clear, including our commitment to 
the principles of freedom of emigration and family reunifi
cation. These fundamental human rights have been set forth 
in internationally accepted documents such as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Final Act of the 
Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
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You may be certain that our efforts in defense of 

human rights will continue to be an integral element in the 

conduct of our foreign policy. 

. 

Rodding Car r III 
Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affairs and 
Department Spokesman 



OFFICERS 

MAXWELL HILLARY SALTER 
JACOB PRESSMAN 

HARRY A. SILVERSTEIN President 

JUDGE ADOLPH ALEXANDER 1039 SOUTH LA CIENEGA BOULEVARD 
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Board Chairman 
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Alexander Schindler 
Conf. Major Jewish Organizations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Schindler, 

December 8, 1976 

We have been working and speaking for the policy of 
"Save Soviet Jewry" since its inception and we believe 
that we still have a moral obligation to help Jews 
leave Russia. 

We fully endorse their emigration to Israel and we 
recognize that their vitality and talent can add to the 
strength of Israel. However, in those instances where 
they exercise their option to immigrate to some state 
other than Israel we believe that they should have that 
freedom of choice and that World Jewry should support 
them in those efforts. 

Affiliated with the "United Synagogue of America" 

Cantors 

SAMUEL KELEMER 
SIMON SCHIMMEL 
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E xecutive Director 655-6401 

Alexander Schindler 
Conf. Major Jewish Organizations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, N,Y. 

Dear Mr. Schindler, 

652-7353 

December 8, 1976 

We have been working and speaking for the policy of 
"Save Soviet Jewry" since its inception and we believe 
that we still have a moral obligation to help Jews 
leave Russia, 

We fully endorse their emigration to Israel and we 
recognize that their vitality and talent can add to the 
strength of Israel, However, in those instances where 
they exercise their option to immigrate to some state 
other than Israel we believe that they should have that 
freedom of choice and that World Jewry should support 
them 1n those efforts. 

ident -

Affiliated with the "United Synagogue of America" 

Cantors 

SAMUEL KELEMER 
SIMON SCHIMMEL 
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\ National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Ch1Jlrmon 

~ugene Gold . New York 

Vice Chairpersons 
David Bldmb erg . B'na i B'rl th 

Lewis D Cole. National Jewish 
omn1unIty Relations Advisory Council 

Rab b i David Hill 
NatIonal Council of Young Israel 

Charlotte Ja cob son. 
World Zionist Organi zatIon. 

American Section 
Joel J. Sprayregen. Chicago. Ill. 

Treasurer 
Jac c;iueltne Levine. Metropoli tan N.J. 

Financia l Secretary 
Joseph Smukler. Philadelphia . Pa . 

Secretary 
Sol Goldstein. Baltimore. Md 

Immediate Past Chairman 
Stanley H. Lowell . 

American Jewish Congress 

Executive Committee 
Beatrice Feldman. Hadassah 

Florence Fleischer. 
V.,omen·s American ORT 

Arthur Levine. 
Untied Synagogue of America 

Bur•on S Levinson. Los Angeles. Cal. 
Rabbi Haskel LooksteIn 

Synagogue Council of America 
Ric tiard Maass. 

American Jewish Committee 
Dr Allen Pollack 

Labor Zionist Alliance 
Rabbi Steven R1sk1n 

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry 
Hornet Rosenthal 

Notional Council of Jewish Women 
Will Stern . Workmen 's Circle 

Norman D T1l les Providence R.I 

Executive Direc tor 
Jerry Goodman 

Wash,ngton Representative 
Marina Wallach 

Mr. David Blumberg• President 
B'nai B'rith 
1640 Rhode Island Ave.; N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Dave, 

Augusts; 1977 

Your letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler• in regard to 
helping determine the priorities of American Jewish life• deserves 
attention. The issue is especially important in terms of the 
many concerns facing the Jewish community in this country 
and in our relationship to the Administration and the United 
States Congress in regard to these issues. It is also reflected 
in the amount and the variety of resources we allocate to coping 
with these matters. 

At some proper occasion the leadership of the major umbrella 
organizations in this country should begin to ventilate this matter. 
You may recall that this was part of the reason for convening 
the Joint Committee meeting of the NCSJ and the Presidents' 
Conference. I know how strongly you feel about this matter~ 
and I do appreciate your sending me the letter. 

With bes t wishes, I remain 

cc: Theodore R. Mann• NJCRAC 
Jerald C. Hoffberger,. CJFWF 
Lawrence Weinberg~ AIPAC 

Sincerely, 

Eugene Gold 
Chairman 

\ j,,, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Presidents' Conference 
" Leonard R. Stre litz . UJA 

EG:sg 

National Office .11 West 42nd Street. New York . N.Y 10036 • (212) 354-1510 Cable Address: AMCONSOV N.Y. 
Washington Office .1712 New Hampshire Avenue NW, Washington. D.C. 20009 • (202) 797-8950 

... 



DAVID M. BLU II. BERG 
President 

B 'NA I B 'RI TH ~{ 640 RHODE I SLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST , WASHIN GTON , O.C 2 0 036 • 1202) 857· 660 0 

June 24, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

With all the confusion that seems to be in the air at 
the present time relative to the major priorities of 
American Jewish life, it would seem logical to me that 
you, as Chairman of the Presidents Conference, would 
want to get together with the leaders of the major 
wnbrella organizations in this country to develop 
some guidelines as to how these priorities can be 
handled. 

You will note that I am sending copies of this letter 
to the leaders of the National Jewish Community Relations 
Advisory Council, Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, Americu.n Israel Pub}ic Affairs Corrrrnittee, 
United Jewish Appeal, and the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry, so that they will be acquainted with my 
thoughts on the subject matter. 

If this be chutzpah on my part, so be it, but I do not 
believe that we can continue in the American Jewish com
munity to have questions raised about our unity without 
you and the other leaders sitting down to talk about it. 

With best wishes, I am, 

DMB/s 

cc: Theodore R. Mann, NJCRAC 
Jerold c. Hoffberger, CJFWF 
Lawrence Weinberg, AIPAC 
Leonard R. Strelitz, UJA 
Eugene Gold, NCSJ 

Sincerely, 

David M. Blwnberg 

, 



DAVID M. BLUMBERG 
President 

B 'NA I B 'RI TH 1640 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE , NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON DC 20036 • 1202) 857-6600 

Ms. Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

July 7, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Edie: 

Thanks very much for your letter of June 30. 

Rabbi Schindler did not discuss my letter of 
June 24 with me when I saw him in Washington 
yesterday. I presume I will see him in Israel; 
I am leaving this evening. 

I delivered your regards to your B'nai B'rith 
friends -- they are all glad to hear from you. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Blumberg 

DMB/s 



I 

June 30, 1977 

Mr. David M. Dlumberg, President 
B'nai B'rith 
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 20036 

Dear David: 

Your June 24th lett r to Rabbi Schindler as just reached 
this office. He is out-of-the-city and not due back at 
this office until mid-July. 

Since you and Alex will be seeing each other in Washington 
on July 6th, I am asking Yehuda to take a copy of the letter 
to Washington and perhap you will have an opportunity to 
discuss it with Alex when you are together. 

Have a wonderful summer and please convey my warmest regards 
to Janice and all my B'nai B'rith friends. 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 
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DAVID M. BLUMBERG 
President 

B'NAI B'RITH 1640 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE , NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON DC 20036 • (202) 857 - 6600 

June 24, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

With all the confusion that seems to be in the air at 
the present time relative to the major priorities of 
American Jewish life, it would seem logical to me that 
you, as Chairman of the Presidents Conference, would 
want to get together with the leaders of the major 
umbrella organizations in this country to develop 
some guidelines as to how these priorities can be 
handled. 

You will note that I am sending copies of this letter 
to the leaders of the National Jewish community Relations 
Advisory Council, council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, American Israel Public Affairs Corrnnittee, 
United Jewish Appeal, and the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry, so that they will be acquainted with my 
thoughts on the subject matter. 

If this be chutzpah on my part, so be it, but I do not 
believe that we can continue in the American Jewish com
munity to have questions raised about our unity without 
you and the other leaders sitting down to talk about it. 

With best wishes, I am, 

DMB/s 

cc: Theodore R. Mann, NJCRAC 
Jerold c. Hoffberger, CJFWF 
Lawrence Weinberg, AIPAC 
Leonard R. Strelitz, UJA 
Eugene Gold, NCSJ 

~ly, 

David M. Blumberg 



April 14, 1977 

~.rs. Irene Uanekofsky, :!?resident 
Washington Committee for oviet Je-r.ry 
2920 Arlington Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 

Dear Irene: 

What a nice surpr1.se to ha•Je , on:r nall'e a )f'E' r on '!Y rle It's een 
such a lo o 1:.i .e si1 'f"'e 'f'J .,... l~st n to "~1 i -Far too lcrg . I or,e 
all is well wit,; you and the fa"'il~• -- anrl you re~lly should bring me 
up-to-dat0 on the 3""hpcc ·h. can S€'" th t you er lnvolved and 
busy and that's as I woulc expect. As €or ~yself, I arn fat and happy 
and busy and well so I can' '· cor !' ain. 

We also received~ l~tc.er 
Israel and have forwar ~d 
Jewry, s we do i,i th 
under their Somain. 

~ - Xancer 'elcman in 
Conf r0n"1? on Sov:t t 
sinct" Soviet Je•ay is 

Keep in touch and let me know ow things are with you. My fondest 
regards to one and all. 

Sine r.ely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



W4SHINGTON COMMllfEE FOR SOVIEf JEWRY 
2920 Arlington Blvd. Arlington, Vo. 22204 
920-0120 

Pabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New YGRK,N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

April 11, 1977 

Enclosed is an appeal addressed to you which was sent to me 

by frien:is of Alexander Fe ldrrrul in Israe 1, mailed by Yuli Tartakovsky, 

Peit Br'odetsky, ·Rarmt Aviv, Israel. A second appeal was addressed to 

President Carter. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

~ '--I~ 
Irene Manekofsky 
President 



• 
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Ama 
Alvin F. Friedman, Senior Vice President Ban 

Private Phone (312) 822-3022 
State Street at Monroe 
Member FD LC. 

December 17, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Conf. of Major Jewish Organizations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I understand that a decision was reached by the 
Interorganizational Committee on Soviet Jewish 
Emigration to discontinue all finacial help by 
HIAS to dropouts in Vienna. 

I urge you to use your good offices to rescind this 
decision. Please! 

Thank you. 

AFF/lrn 

Amalgamated Trust & Savings Bank • 100 South State • Chicago, Illinois 60603 • Phone (312) 822-3000 • Telex 25-6120 
002-477 



ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN., CHAIRMAN 

JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 
EDMUND S. MUSKIE, MAINE 
LEE METCALF, MONT. 
JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA. 
LAWTON CHILES, FLA. 
SAM NUNN, GA. 
JOHN GLENN, OHIO 

CHARLES H. PERCY, ILL. 
JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y. 
WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL. 
BILL BROCK, TENN. 
LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR., CONN. 

RICHARD A. WEGMAN COMMITTEE ON 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
CHIEF COUNSEL ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20510 

January 6, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I am so sorry to hear that 
during the Christmas holidays. 
have fully recovered. 

you were ill 
I do hope that you 

I had looked forward to seeing you in Florida 
and to having an opportunity to chat. 

The next time you are in Washington, I hope 
you will leave time to talk with me. 

With all my best. 

Sincerely, 

Ab~otf' 



Dr. and 1, rs. Seymour Glick 
Rechov Moriah 15/4 
Beer Shevah, Israel 

ar Dr. and Mrs. Glick: 

November 15, 1976 

Rahbf. Schindler. is currently out-of-the-country but before he departed 
I was able to tell him via telephone of your letter in behalf of 
Vladmir Sjepak. He asked . to send you his warm regards and his 
assurance th the will do e reryt ine in 1':!.r power to be of assistance 
in this sitU8.tion. 

With kindest greetines, I am 

i nc rely, 

Edith J. rlill r 
A si tant to the Prcsi?ent 



} _,.........,..._. 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of &nerican Hebrew Congregations 
Fifth venue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

·1 n () 

chov Moriah 15/4 
Beer Shevah, I srael 
tovember 8, 1976 

re: Vladmir Slepak 

Forgive 
favor . 
bAfore . 

~e for taki ng adv~tage of an old college friendship and asking a er sonal 
I know t hat t his case is not new to you and t ha t you haVe been approached 

Two years ago my husband and I (and our six children of cours e ) realized aur life 
l ong ambition and made aliyah. We continued our friendship with t he Slepak 
f~ily in Bee r havaho My husband had made t heir acquaintance when he was in 
Russ i a . 

Mrs Ra.s hkovsky, t he mother of Marsha Slepak, suffers so and is almost in a 
s~at e of despair . Since t he elction she has a ray of hope t hat perhaps 
Pres i dent- el ect Carter can gelp her childr en. As you ~ robably know, t he late~ 
news i s that Vladmir has be en arrested and nobody kno~/ wher e he is . 

pcording t o t he Israeli papers you have a 
If so perhaps you can put t his letter into 
from his off ice or your off i ce would help . 
hope but often i t i s hard for her. 

per sonal r el ati onship with Carter . 
his hands. l etter of encouragement 
She doesn 1t want to give up 

What ever you can do for her wil l be appreciated. 
forsi ght i n your pr esent position. 

May G-d grant you wisdom and 

l f you, your wife or family are ever stranded in Bee r Shevah pl ease look us up 

Sincerely, , LJ I . . 7 /., /J _ .,f 
./j ~ J_ oJ ~ (.f~~ /~;\._ 

Profess or and Mrs Seymour Glick 

(Brenda Rubens t ein) 

copy: Malcolm Hoenline 



,. 

Mr. J • Carter 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
The White House 
Washington, 
u.s.A. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am happy to join the millions congratulating you on your victory. 

Allow an old woman to thank you for your noble move, a telegram that 
you have sent to my children, the Slepak family, supporting them in 
the struggle the:, a.re waging in the Soviet Union. 

I am praying for the complete success of your mission, in the hope 
that amo11g all the obligations and problems faoi11g you at present 
you will not forget those who have been fighting for their freedom 
for man,y years but a.re still deprived of their human rights. 

Let God's Mercy rest on you and your family. 

Sincerely :,ours, 

Berta Raahkovsky-Slepak ~ 
48/9 Chernihovaky Street ) 
Jerusalem 
Israel 



Mrs. Leonard F. Milner 
1417 Palisades Drive 
Pacific Palisades, ca. 90272 

Dear Nra. Milner: 

December 1, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to Soviet Jarry. 

It is my understanding that this matter has been resolved 
satisfacto-rily. 

Kindest greetings. 

I 

l 
j 

I 

I 
,' 
I 

I 
I 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. leonard f. Milner 

1417 r alisades Drive 

f acihc Palisades, Calif. 90272 

"~ 



1i ss El i nox SchrOtWer 
P. O. B. 53 
Elsi nore , CA . 92330 

Dear Hiss Schroeder: 

December 1, 1976 

Thank you for your recent letter on Soviet Jewry. It is ray 
undc ctan ing that matters have been resolved satisfactorily. 

With 1 indes t greetings, I am 

Sincere ly, 

\I 
Al exander M. S hindl er 



//li 5-> El/nor Sc./2,cJ ecler 

fotJ 8'5'3 
£/5;,., of"' ., La . '72.. 330 
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RABBl ALEXANDER M. SClllNDLE Lt e ONlON OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATlONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Ms. Rosalind Shoenig 
870 E. 12th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

Dear Ms. Shoenig: 

November 30, 1976 

The article by Mrs. Gross in The Jewish Press was written, as far 
as I can tell, without any true knowledge of the situation. I do 
know that there was no discussion with me as to my view or that 
of the Presidents' Conference and such a lengthy article should 
have been written only after some discussion and understanding 
of the particular situation. 

With kindest greetings. 

Sincerely, 

);,~~ 
Alexander M. Schindler 
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. Rosalind Shoenig 
870 , . 12~h Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

Dear Ms . Shoenig: 

November 30, 1976 

The article by .. ,_rs. Gross in The Jewiah P'ress was written, as far 
as I can teill, without StlY true knowledge of the situation. I do 
know that there was no discussion with me as to my view or that 
of the Pretidents' Conference and such a lengthy article should 
have been written only after ome discuss ion nd understanding 
of the particular situation. 

With kindes t 3reet i ngs. 

I 

r 
I' 

j' 
I 

I \ 
I 

' \ 

Sincerely, 

Al ~ and r M. chindler 
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j THE POLITICAL SCENE 
0.. , . By HILLY GROSS . 
• _ ~A-..••-.••••-..••v.,,1.•.?.?.Vl•••VJl'A-..••9A~•••••l•Y•-..••••-..••••••Y. 
~-ril I 'm not sure who Alexander came from everv ouarter. Everv 
ti::: s h" di d th c f f quarter, that is except from 
p.. c m er an e on erence O ~cnmctler and the Conference of 
::i:: Presidents of Major American Presidents. 
tll Jewish Organizations are, but I do In a Press release vague enough 
~ know they've got to go. To the un- to give waffling and indecision a 
~ initiated, this imposingly titled bad name, the Conference confes-

group conjures U{l visions of a po- sed as to how 1-t was "deeply dis-
• fent , even vigilant cadre of 
~ Jewish leadership elite, who turbed" by the General 's 
~ poised like a coiled spring, ·will remarks, and that it was seeking 

~ leap into action at the slightest "an explanation from the White 
~ threat to the security and well- House" as to what the General ac
r... b • f th J • h ·t tually meant. What the General 
QJ emg O e ewis commum y. meant, you turkeys, was that if it 
-g To those of us who know better, were up to him the Israeli 
ti the group's forte is attending Government wouldn't be issued 
O punch and cookie receptions in the an Army blanket. Let alone a mis
>. East Room of the White House, sile system. Other Jewish leaders 
co and then dutifully appearing grasped it, politicians sensed it, 
~ before the media to pronounce and the rank and file Jew under
Cl.. themselves "satisfied " or 

" gratified" at whatever presiden- stood it. Yet Schindler's group 
tial policy we've sent them there hesitated, and their hesitation 

t • • th f . t cost us the ball game. 
to protes against, m e irs For the conference's deliberate
place. In short, the group for the ly vague, artfully tentative, Jet's 
most part, is topheavy with in- go slow on this one, approach al
dividuals whose conception of lowed the media and the political 
their Jewish leadership role is to process to incorrectly interpret 
keep the lid on, and don't make that we were "divided" and " mix
waves. Defuse, but never ignite, ed" as to what the appropriate ac
could well be their philosophical tion against Brown should be. 
credo The Conference quite literally 

Last week Schindler and his cut the ground out from under us. 
group had their finest hour. After For how can we realistically ex
General Brown, who is rapidly pect others to pick up the cudgels 
becoming to Jews, what General of militant action on our behalf, 
Custer was to Indians, opened up when the group they incorrectly 
again with an observation that perceive as our spokemen, shows 
Israel was a military burden to no outrage, demands no repri
the United States, reaction was mand, but would like an explana
swift and forthright. Indignant lion. 
·'>tests and angry demands for Paradoxically, Schindler and 

~• s r·m~W8~ l~i!iipiis.-~1
- -'1is Conference were far more ar-

1 AU~dlUoJ Ut.~:------

ticulate and uneguivocal the week r-----""
before when they pledged full sup- f • Al Tidl\ .. 
port for the NAACP's bail bond U-
case in Mississippi . f 

The General Brown incident is a WE DARE t 
perfect case study of what is '-- By RABBI HARR • 
wrong with Jewish leadership. - PRESIDENT oF " AL rrn<. 

Weak , ineffectual men, who in-
habit strong titles. Men perceived Winter jus 
as leaders by all except those they With the ending of the Holiday Kish 
lead. Men who have been all too Season, we will begin another for w 
willingly coopted by the very winter. For three million of our 
system we have designated them brethren trapped behind the Iron 
to take on in our behalf. In short, Curtain, all year is winter. They 

• ' trie 
sentent 
to fiftel 

men, more concerned with the were born in winter, they grew up Perm, 
public relations gesture, then the in winter, and now they endure marish , 
substantitive action. winter - a winter of a soul and 

The Brown fiasco must serve as spirit, devoid of the warmth of 
an alarm bell that our response 

spiritua 
of disd, 
take" mechanism, in time of crisis is Jewish learning and living and the 

woefully inadequate. Men like flame of hope to reach their coi 
Alexander Schindler and the Homeland. 
others are undoubtedly decent and Alexander Slepak, an activist 
dedicated individuals. But time enduring a prolonged struggle for 
and again they have demonstrated freedom to emigrate, descri" 
that they are ill-equipped, and in eight days of solitary confin-
over their heads when it comes to in a small box-like cell , 
deal_in_g wi~~ the ~omplex/ties . of with iron and concret • 
Jew1sn ~ht1cal existence m third SI k 1 · ed f 
century America . epa comp am o ., 

J;lecause of their ~ollective in- ,, cold entering through 
ab1hty to defend our interests, our dow panes into t' 
community is left volnerable, e~- room. But the phyi 
p_osed, ~nd _threatened. A cond1- does not effect SI 
tion, which m the long run, poses the chiQ!ng SP' 

~~~~~:t f~:~te~o~;e~e~e~~; ahnddisofifition, 
Brown. an s o a r 

one to cor 
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RABBI ALEXANDER .M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOR K, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Mr. Si Frumkin, Chairman 
Southern California Council 

for Soviet Jews 
401 East 6th Street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90014 

Dear Mr. Frumkin: 

November 8, 1976 

I have your letter of November 2 as well as a letter addressed to me 
at the Presidents' Conference some days ago. 

Needless to say, the information which you sent me it not new to me 
and that includes the Harrnner interview which was called to my attention 
on the day on which it appeared in print, aLI-though I must note that I 
found the information which you gleaned from the reporter quite en
lightening. 

~,f;-,ooce tbat I appa:cen.t:-½-5hare man,...of tbe principle~ wll.ic-h

~as Rabbi llerma-n-ma-y--we-11 have apprised yua. Howeve~ )'ou do 
labor under an illusion when you think that I am part of the "decision
making process on the emigration of Jews from the USSR to the USA:) 

C r was not a part of the Corrnn~ ee of Eig~ The International Steering 
Corrnnittee on Soviet Jewry, of which I am a part, was not directly in
volved either. At the last minute two American Jewish community organiza
tions were "co-opted" not to share in the decision-making process, I take 

it, but me. rel. y to be told what .the decision was. re~er to uge ~>¥, 
of the,,,- Na,tiemd 9oy,feY.fice on Sovi~~ry _flld Th odore ann f e t 

~ i 6jiaf,4'ewisV 3c· 11ni..-f:y~e at~i ls vE· s fy Co cil, he ai a ,of 
t ~ ;zr :ftadent{;.- Co feten~ as ot / nvol ed, ssibly / ec se 
onl' t s subJect & k~6w. si ce Y had/ ubl. ly stat¢d them. 

/ ./ ~ C _g.,, /.,, ...--., t..,,t- , ,.-.- ~ 
Al-1-this is not to say that ~he entire issue i~one-sided and....-tM,t; we 
are not faced with a cruel dilemma. Nox de I mean ta syggost that I would 
~ be most willing to be of help as we work toward a resolution of this 
terrible problem, but for the moment at least I pretty much am helpless 
and there is very little doubt in my mind that the problem was compounded 
because the decisions were made unilateral½' ana secretly ana without the 
wider involvement of our corrnnunitie~ leadership. If I can seek te be of 
help and te get inve1vcd I will but in the meantime I can only express my 
viewSprivately and for the Refo"rm Movement, which I have every intention 
of doing. 



• 

Mr. Si Frumkin 
November 8, 1976 
Page -2-

With kindest greetings and -every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

a_ 
Alexander M. ~er 

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Hennan 
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July 27, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President's Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Mark S. Mellman 
Executive Director 

You may be interested in the enclosed press re lease concerning 
action by the lnternationa I Society of Endocrinology on behalf 
of Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

It should be noted that the only two countries which voted 
against the resolution were Egypt and Mexico (the USSR is 
not represented). Rumanian doctors supported it while 
those from Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria abstained. 

While the delegates represented local endocrine societies 
and not their governments, one cannot discount their 
perception of the prevailing political winds at home. 

Sincerely yours, 

//YU~ 
Mark S. Mellman 
Executive Director 

msm/eja 
enclosure 
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Committee of Concerned Scientists, Inc. 
9 East 40 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
Tel. (212) 686-8862 

Further Information 
tv\ark S. i\A.e II man 
(2 12) 686-8862 or (212) 874-5666 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

INTERNATIONAL ENDOCRINE SOCIETY ACTS ON SHTERN CASE 

New York City, July 23, 1976. In an unprecedented action, the International Society of Endocrinology 

took official note of the situation of Soviet Jewish endocrinologist, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. Meeting at 

the Fifth International Congress of Endocrinology in Hamburg, FRG this week, the Society's Central 

Committee instructed its Secretary General to make available to Member Societies details of the 

Shtern case which he had in his posse ssion. (Full Text of the resolution attached.) 

~ 

Dr. Shtern, a leading endocrinolog ist from the Ukraine, was sentenced in December 1974 to eight 

years in an"intensified regime" labor camp after refusing to prohibit his sons from emigrating to Israel. 

Despite serious heart and spinal ailments Shtern was recently transferred to hard labor. 

The action by the International Society followed a resolution passed by the American Endocrine 

Society on June 24th which noted that "members will find future scientific coope rative efforts 

obstructed by thoughts of Dr. Shtern 1 s continued imprisonment." Both resolutions were considered 

"firsts" in that neither group had ta ke n a ct ion on such a ma tter before. 

Dr. Luciano Martini of Italy introduced Dr. Shtern 1 s ca se to the Ce ntral Committee while Dr. Robe rt 

Gre german of th e Johns Hopkins Un iversity Medical Schoo l a nd a Vice -Chair ma n of the Committee 

of Concerned Scie ntists led the moveme nt for action among the de legates. 

The final vote of the Central Committee saw doctors from Rumaina supporting the resolution while 

rep resentatives of three other Eastern European nations abstained. 

Dr. Victor Shtern; the son of Mikhail Shtern, who was present in Hamburg for the Congre ss, hailed 

the re solution calling it "an ·importan t pre cedent a nd an important me ssage to the Sovie t gove rnment ." 

Shtern wa s particular ly impressed by the fact that of the thi rty five na tions re presented in t he Soc iety 

0!7 ly two voted against the re solut ion . Shte rn fel t that acti on by such a prest igious inte rnati ona l 

society would do a gre at dea l to allev iate hi s fat her 's pli gh t. 

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is made up of over four thousand U.S. scientists.· An 

inde pende nt na tional orga nizat ion , the Committee is committed to co ns tru ctive action on beha lf 

of co lleagues in the USSR a nd elsewhere who a re den ied thei r fun da mental sc ient if ic and huma n 

r ights . 

# ## ## #### 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ENDOCRINOLOGY 
JULY23, 1976 

Resolved that the Central Committee instructs the Secretary General 

to make available to all Member Societies the correspondence which 

he has in his possession regarding the Shtern matter or any other 

similar affairs. 

RESOLUTION OF THE ENDOCRINE SOCIETY ON BEHALF OF MIKHAIL SHTERN 
Passed on June 24, 1976 

The members of the Endocrine Society are engaged in joint 
scientific and medical efforts with their Soviet counter
parts and others throughout the world in the service of 
humanity.· 

Society holds that such hwnan consideration transcends 
national boundaries and political and philosophic dif
ferences. 

In the name of the same humanity the members of the 
Endocrine Society unanimously resolve to lend their 
professional influence in order to help their colleague, 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern former director and senior consultant 
of the Polyklinik of the Vinnitsa Provincial Endocrinological 
Health Centre. 

We are aware that Dr. Shtern is seriously ill and we are 
sensitive to his suffering. The members of the Endocrine 
Society will find future scientific cooperative efforts 
obstructed by thoughts of Dr. Shtern's continued imprison-
ment. We therefore appeal to the Soviet government to 
release Dr. Shtern £ram prison and to allow him to spend 
his remaining years reunited with his family. 

-- ____. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1976 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I was pleased to receive your kind letter of 
April 9. We are both fortunate that Israeli hospi
tality does not require that the guest always say 
what his hosts would like to hear . 

We are well aware of the unfortunate cases of 
Dr. Shtern and Professor Levich. I must tell you 
frankly that in the present circumstances our abil-
ity to promote favorable resolution of such cases is 
somewhat circumscribed. Nevertheless , we have repeat
edly brought up with the Soviet leaders the issue of 
Jewish emigration and human rights, and I can assure 
you we will continue to do so. 

I do not wish to paint too bleak a picture of 
the emigration situation. We are encouraged by the 
fact that since last fall the monthly figures have 
averaged about 1,200, which is somewhat higher than 
the levels of the first nine months last year. We 
were also happy to hear that a number of high interest 
cases were resolved earlier this year. I think it is 
important not to lose sight of the fact that nearly 
120,000 Soviet Jews have emigrated to Israel since 
1971. Seen in the light of history, that figure seems 
rather remarkable. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Chairman, 

Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, 

515 Park Avenue, 
New York, New York. 



, 

I hope we can get together soon and look 
forward to seeing you. 

Best regards, 

6 11.L __ 
h Kissinger 



April 9, 1976 

le Henry i in ~ 
St t 

, D.C. 

ow that I have 
I el . li t 1e 
Iflli youca 
fill nt. 

• t .. 
too 
you 

in pr pr tin Peach, 
bot it 11, b t still b tter will 

to bgrtng this mitzv to fu1 ... 



to 

indl r 

bee: ~ . n 1 man 
Mr . tte jacob o,n 
.r. S Lowell 



National 
Conference 
on 
Soviet 

Jewry 
btcWVt CommittN 

Stanley H. Lowell, Chairman 
Amencan Jewish Congress 

Rtehlrd Maass, Immediate Past Chairman 
Amencan Jewish Committee 

Charlotte Jacobsoo, Vice-Chairwoman 
World Z-1001st Orgamzahon. Amencan Sect10n 

Rabbi OaVKt Hill, Vice-Chairman 
Nat10nal Council of Young Israel 

Joel Sprayre&:en, Vice-Chairman 
Chicago, Ulmois 

David Blumberg, Vtee-Chairman 
B'na1 B'rith 

Lewis Cole, Vice-Chairman 
NatK>nal Jewish Community 
Relations AdvtSOf)' Ccamcll 

Jeffrey Fekiman. Secretary 
North Amencan Jewish Youth Council 

Jordan Band, Treasurer 
Cleveland, Qh,o 

Sidney M. We1nstetn, Financial Secretary 
MetropoMan New Jersey 

Albert 0. Chernm 
Phtladelph1a, Pennsylvama 

WIiiard Chot1ner 
Los Angeles, Cahforn1a 

Ruth Oolkart 
National Council of Jewish Women 

Sol Goldstein 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Gunther Lawrence 
Umon of Amencan Hebrew CongregatlOfls 

Jacquehne Levine 
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds 

Rabbi David Panitz 
SynagO@:ue Council of Amenca 

Allen Pollack 
Labor Zionist Alhance 

Rabbi Steven Riskin 
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry 

Bernice Salpeter 
Hadassah 

Jacob Schemkman 
Jewish labor Committee/Workmen's Circle 

Jerry Goodman, Executive Director 

June Silver Rogul, Washington Representative 

Constituttnt Ortanizations 

Amencan Federatton of Jewish Fighters, Camp Inmates 
and Naz• V1ct1ms. Inc. 

American Israel Pubhc Affa1rs Committee 
Ameocan Jewish Committee 

Amencan Jewish Congress/AJCongress 
Women's O.v1sion 

Amencan M1zrach1 Women 
Amertean Zt001st Federation 

Amerteans for Pr0@:ress1ve lsrael/Hashomer Hatza1r 
Ant1 ·Defamatt00 League for B'na1 Both 

B'nar B'nth/B'na1 B'nth Women 
Bna1 Zion 

Brith Sholom 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Conference of Presidents of Ma)Or American 
Jewish Orgamzattons 

Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds 
Free Sons of Israel 

Hadassah. Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Jewish labor Committee/Workmen's Crrcle 

Jewish War Veterns of the U.S.A. 
Labor Zionist Alliance 

National Committee for labor Israel Inc. 
National Council of Jewish Women 

National Council of Young Israel 
National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 
North American Jewish Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 
Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Councd of Amenca 
Rel1g10us Zionists of Amertea-Mmach,. Hapoel Ham1zrach1. 

Women's Organization of Hapael Ham1zrach1 
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry 

Synagogue Council of Amenca 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jew~~tt;t!;~~::: ~: =~~ 
United Zionists-Rev1s1on1sts of Amenca 

Women·s Amencan ORT 
The World ZI01l1st Organizatton. American Section 

Zionist Organization of America 

TO: Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 
Rabbi Israel Miller 
Mr. I. Rager 
Eugene Gold, Esq. 

May 18, 1976 

Enclosed is a response to me dated May 13th 
from David Susskind in Brussells. He acknowledges 
receipt of the $5,000. and reaffirms his hope that 
the additional $9,000 . will be sent . However, he 
does not respond to the suggestion in my last letter 
to him that we receive some statement of revenue 
and expenses . 

I feel strongly that we must find someway to 
clean up our obligations and, of course, I believe 
that we should have a statement of expenses and 
income. 

Perhaps, someone else should contact him in 
the very near future. 

SHL:js 
Encl. 

cc: Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Jerry Goodman 
Yehudah Hellman 
Malcolm Hoenlein 

National Office: 11 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 354-1510/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. 
Washington Office: 1712 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 • (202) 797-8950 
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EXPEDITEl>R SENDER - n'JlWil 

2 AGRON STREET, 

P.O.B. 7456 

JERUSALEM 94265 IS RAEL 

lljJ'0 

0UJ 

Jll □ 

JIUJ' 

.l'llN lNll] JnJo 'JUJ 'l'lD0.,'!J'J n'JUJ'n lJl il] □ Wlillll nl)'N 
UN AEROGRAMM~'CONTENANT UN OBJ ET OUELCONOUE SERA ENVOYE AU TARIF D'UNE LETTRE - AVION. 

AN ,&EROyRJ\MME CONTAINING ANY ENQ.PSURE WILL BE SENT AT AIRMAIL - LETTER RATE. 
-· 

~ :.:..: -
--1.-.;_,,. 

SECOND FOLD 'IW 'J!JjJ 

Alexander M. Schindler 
airman, Conference of Presidents 

il.5 Park Avenue 
N. Y. 10022 

PAR AVION • AEROGRAMME • 7 1111'( J77.>-.11'< 

~ ·~ 
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SYNAGOGUE 
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0 F AMERICA 

Rabbi .Alexander M. Schindler 
Cha.innan, Conference of Presidents 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear .Alex: 

22 .April, 1976 

22 Nissan, 5736 

I ,ro.nt you to know how appreciative we are of your efforts on behalf' 
of George and Alexander Sokirianski. I fully understand your inability 
to intercede on their behalf for "very cogent reasons". 

I will certainly ferward this information to the parties concerned. 

When you are next in Jerusalem, do stop by for a change of pace. 

With kind and cordial regards. 

Qlerely 

PS :mmg Dr. Pesach Schindler 

/ 2, Ag,o, St,., P.O.B. 74" Jo,• 

-

\ .... 
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April 26, 1976 

1r. .Jerry GMdDan 
Batioaal Confei-ence 011 Soviet Jfltf'q 
S5 Wat 42nd St t - ~uite 04 
Hew York, New Yo 1003 

Dear Jerry& 

I J t Tecaived 
sha it with 

With vameat regards, I am 

AleXl:lldtrt 

t 

. chi 1er 
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AL EXANDER SCHINDLER 

838 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW-YORK NEW -YORK/USA 

et 

TODAY IN MINSK COLONEL YEFIM DAUIDOVITCH GREAT 

HERO OF WAR AGAINST HITLER M!D OF STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 

C'_OSED HES EYES FOREVER IN OUH PRESENCE HIS DYI NG WORDOS 

REMEMBER ARRANGE APPROPRIATE MEMORIALS AND 

I NFORM OUR BRETHERN 

LEON JICK 

COL 838 

J.I 



Mr. Bernard Nuaaen:feld 
98-40 57th Avenue 
Raco Park,••• York 11388 

Dear Mr. llUNenfeld: 

It wu patif,tns to rece:l 
:for ay •peeah at tile Brus 

April 22, 1978 

deeplJ gn. teful to you tor ,-r _. ........ 

Witla warm resaz,t•, I aa 

tne rely, 

Al._llder M. kllindler 
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Bernard Nussenfeld 
98-40 57th Ave. 
Rego Park, NY 11368 

Erste Tyczyner Kranken Unt~ Verein 

Sec'y 

.1acK-sen-neigms, ,. 1'? H07~ 
Tel. SR 8 1,ee .s-c; .:<-OK' 3 y. 
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AMERICAN H CONGRESS 

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE • 15 EAST 84TH STREET • NEW YORK, N . Y. 10028 • TR 9-4500 

RICHARD COHEN 
ASSOCIATE EXECUTI V E DIRECTOR 

Rabbi Alexander C. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York loa:?l 

Dear Alex: 

April 13, 1976 

In the event you haven't seen it, I thought you'd be 
interested in reading my account of the Brussels Conference 
as it appeared in Congress Monthly Magazine. 

With Passover greetings, 

Sincerely, 

Richard Cohen 

Enclosure 
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April 9, 1976 

Dr. Pesach Schindl~r 
United Synagogue of Americs. 
2 Agron Street 
Jeru~alem, lSRAEL 

Dear i>esach: 

You,: letter o 14rch 21 and l b.aut material you shared 
awaited my return from a whirlwind trip to Isr el. I hope 
yo-~ will und rt nd and f gi e he delay in responding. 

Rcgr tfu1ly u~1..,\,14~ involved 1 the 
.case of •• have l kcd 
into th i nd for a number of asons. 

11 cogent, ,- eh.al f. I have 
just nd t jamin Levich 
so I w y I do b co involved 
the I feel In th as wh h you call 
to my atte t b irtvolved. 

Rhea joins~ in e ing lov to 1 the family, may you 
have a GW nd joy e P ac . 

""nc r ly, 

Alexa d r L. Schi dl r, Rabbi 
ChniPilan 



n17lli1 ,nl. 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

',i1JJ')il nJ~', 

Office of the Director 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

21 March, 1976 

19 Adar B, 5736 

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

It is with great hesitation that I am about to exploit family ties 
in order to ask your personal intervention on behalf of two children 
left behind in Soviet Russi, by Abraham Sokirianskf twenty-five 
years ago. Although numerous cases related to the Russian Jewish 
tragedy cross my desk and our movement, like many other arms of the 
Jewish community, has sought, each in its own way, to do its best, 
we have here no doubt a Yotze iu.n Haklal. The case here is of such 
importance that the usual channels will not suffice. 

Though you must be pressured from many sides on different issues, 
I am wondering whether you might personally bring the case of 
George and Alexander Sokirianski to the attention of Henry Kissinger 
and/or Hubert Humphrey, Henry Jackson or any other personage on the 
highest level of the United States Government. 

May I conclude with one of your favorite topics, Chasidic Tradition. 
T4e Baal Shem Tov believed that at various times during the year the 
powers of Pidyon Shevuim operate more intensely than at other~· es. 
One such period is the weeks prior to Pesach, Zmon Cherutaynu. y 
this Hasidic tradition strenghthen you in the event that you ecide 
to become a Melitz Yosher in the best Jewish sense. 

Love from home to home. 

Q.f.ncerely 

PS:mmg Dr. Pesach Schindler 

Encs. 

P. s. I am enclosing relevant material. 

2 Ag ron Street, P.0.8. 7456 Jerusalem Tel. 2 2 6 3 8 6 ·'" 



Abraham Sokirianski 

P.O.B. 2446 
Jerusalem 
Israel 

My name is Abraham Sokirianski, and for the last twenty five years I 

have lived in Israel. 

Before the Second World War I had been living in Leningrad in Russia 

and in 1941 when the war broke out I drafted into the Soviet Army 

as an officer. By that time I had a boy - George two-and-a-half 

years old (born in 1939) and later on, after my leave, I had 

another boy - Alexander {born in 1944) whom I never got the 

chance to see. 

After the war {in 1945) I was released from the Army (from active 

military service), but still stayed with the army as a civil 

volunteer in Poland. There I had a job concerhed with German arms 

taken as spoils (in active service during the war I was a captain 

in a motor-tank division). As you know at that time my people here 

in Israel and in other places all over the world were fighting for 

their own liberation and the establishment of their own independent 

state. Being a Jew and patriotic I could not stay apart from the 

events which were going on the soil of my ancestors and elsewhere 

and I decided to leave for Israel. 

First, I was hiding in Poland for two years and then fled illegally 

to Sweden. From Sweden I came to Israel. By that time I was 

proclaimed by the Soviets as a traitor, and they took their revenge 

on my sons. 

Each of them at tho age of ten was taken away from their mother and 

sent to a specinl colony for juvenile deliguents. At an older age 

they were punished more severely and sent to labour ~amps. At 

present my younger son. Alexander is still serving his sentnece 

for so-called t,nti-Sovietic activity, and, as a matter of fact, 

for his desire to go to Israel and join his father. 

A few months ago he wrote a letter to the Supreme Soviet Court 

pleading for clemency, which was turned down. 

My second son, George Sokirianski, who lives in Leningrad has already 

been refused twice to immigrate to Israel. He is now struggling with 

other Je¥ish activists for the restoration of their right to free 

immigration. It is obvious that the main reason for his detention in 

Russia is my past "crime". His last demand was only rejected six 

month ago and he has to wait another year to apply again. 

Would you kindly use your influence, and give me your full support 

to have my sons released from Russia and allow me the chance to see 

them by my side here in Israel, and take them into my arms at last 

before my death. I am an aged man, and I have no other desires in 

my life but to have my sons free and by my side. I believe you will 

understand ny feeling ~s a fnther and I do hope your active inter

ference will work. 

I am looking forward to~ fulfillment of the dream of my life. Once 

more I plead with you to help me. 

Thank you, Sincerely yours, 

Abraham Sokirianski 



Dear Sir, 

Enclosed please find all the material in my possession, 

as follows: 

1. Aut0hiography of George Sokirianski and Aleksander 

2. •rranscript of appeal by l\lcksander 

3. Letter written by Mr. Weintraub Yuri, attesting to 

facts regarding Aleksandr's arrests 

4. Descriptive letter on the backgrounds of George and 

Aleksander (Sasha) 

5. Letter summarizing their father's story - by Abraham 

Sokirianski 

6. Copy of an appeal letter w:.·itten by the father to Brezniev. 

Please find also their addresses: 

George Sokirianski 
Vl. Vosstaneya 15/57 

Leningrad 193036 
U S S R 

Prison Address: Aleksander Sokirianski 
KOMIASSR Kniajpogotsky Raion 
P.O.B. 243-1-3 
USSR 

For Correspondence: 
Aleksandcr Sokirianski 
P.O.B. 51110 A.N. 
Moscow 
USSR 

Thanking you for your efforts on the behalf of my sons. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abraham Sokirianski 
P.O.B. 2446 
Jerusalem 
Israel 



Translated from Russian 

Written by GIORGI SOKIRIANSKI Autobiography 

On the 10th of October of last year I submitted to the OVIR the 
necessary documents for receiving a permit to go to Israel, my hist9ric 

homeland, the country where my relatives and friends are waiting for me. 

I did not have any doubt that such a permit will be issued to me. 

Yet 3 months after the submission of the documents I was invited by an 

order to the OVIR where the Deputy Director of the Leningrad Department 

of Interior Affairs, Comissar of the Militia of the 3rd rank N.V. Smirnov, 
has offered me in the presence of the Director of the OVIR Bukov to read 

the decision of a commission of which he is the head and which has decided 
not to grant me the permit. The reason for the denial of the permit was, 

allegedly, the fact that 28 years ago, in 1946 my father has committed 
some kind of a crime while being in Poland and has escaped overseas. 

To my question about the connection between rny desire to go to 

the Homeland of my Forefathers and between my father's actions which 

took place almost 30 years ago General Smirnov said that there is a law 

according to which relatives of traitors to Motherland are forbidden to 

leave the country until the criminal will not come and admit his guilt 

to the Soviet authorities. I did not receive any reasonable answers to 

all my other questions either on that day or later, when I appealed with 
a statement to the KGB. 

In order to clarify the stated above, I must deal with the story 

which served as the reason for the justification of the refusal given 

to me, i.e. I must tell the story of my family. 

I was born in 1939 in Leningrad. Our family then consisted of 4 
persons: father, mother, older sistcd and I. Father worked as a director 
of a factory section when I was born and mother was a housewife. 

During the first days of the war father was called to the army, 

as he was Lieutenant of the reserves, and we remained in Leningrad. We 

lived there during all the years of the war. My sister died of hunger 
during the war (during the blockade of Leningrad). In 1943 father came 
to Leningrad, and that was the last time I saw father. In 1944 my brother 

Aleksander was born. ../2 
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In 1946 we stopped receiving letters and material help from 

father. Mother wrote to his unit and the answer of the commander of 

the unit was that father has been listed as missing. During 3 years 

of continous searches all the instances have sent us a standard answer: 

"listed as missing". 

In 1949 I went to school and already in 1950, following a recommen

dation of the militia, I was sent for re-education to the Kamennomostskaya 

Children Labour-Educational Colony in the Krasnodarsky Kary, where I 

stayed for 4 years. In the meantime, my brother was placed in a boarding

school with special regime at the age of 9, in 1953, and spent there a 

years and a half. 

In 1959 I was sentenced to 6 years of deprivation of freedom for 

being an accomplice in a burglary. In view of my havirig been a minor 

at the time when committing the crime, I was released after 3 years, by 

the decision of a commission of re-examination of the cases of minors. 

During the period from 1956 to 1960 my brother was sent to a colony 

for re-education. Then, in 1961, he was convicted for theft ano sentenced 

to 5 years of deprivation of freedom. He served his sentence in the 

children's colony in Grezovets. A year later he was sentenced again to 

2.5 years of imprisonment. He has served the whole tor~ of the sentence. 

In the meantime I have finished high-school, by studying through 

correspondence and planned to enter a university. I could not realise 

my plan until 1965, because of illness - I suffered from ulcer and 

tuberculosis. Also, being a husband and a father I was in great 

material difficulties at that time. I passed my entrance examinations 

very well and was accepted to the extramural course of the Faculty of 

Phylosophy, where I studied for 2.5 years only, as in 1968 I was 

arrested and convicted for currency operations. I was released in 

1971. 

Aleksander was convicted soon after me and was sentenced to 2 

years for theft. In May 1971, 4 monthes after his release he was, 
according to mother's words, planning to apply for emigration to 
Israel, but was arrested and sentenced to 5 years of deprivation 

.. /3 
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.of freedom for petty theft on a hus. He has categorically denied his 

guilt and, in his opinion, the theft was staged by his friend who has 

invited him to go somewhere together. During the trial Aleksander stated 

that he thinks that his arrest has been somehow connected with his 

intention to go to Israel. 

The first 2 years of his term he spent in Imsk, in a colony for 

drug-addicts, where he was sent in accordance with the court's verdict 

and then he wns transferred to Novgorod, where he stayed until December 

1973. In December he was charged with participation in a fight, and 

for this his prison term was increased by another 6 months. 

During the period of the investigation the KGB authorities had 

opened a case against him charging him with distrihuting rumours 

defaming the Soviet system, the charge being bnsed on the statement 

of his ce~l-mates. The charge was later changed from Art. 190 to 

Art. 70 (propaganda and agitation against the Soviet regime). 

During the time of my questioning, an investigator of the 

Novgorod KGB has told me that, among other things, my brother is 

charged with anti-Soviet propaganda among the prisoners and with 

an attempt to distribute some sort of letters written by him. The 

content of these letters have remained unknown. Apart from that, the 

investigator has said that Aleksander has written a letter addressed to 

me and tried to pass it to me through another prisoner, but he 

has given it to a prison official. The letter was meant to be 

transferred oversea s. The investigator has also said that in 

July 1973 my brother was warned about his conversations with the 

prisoners in the camp. 

In June there has been a trial where Aleksander was sentenced to 4 

Yi •US of imprisonment under strict regime. Mother has tried to see 

him after the tn.al, but her request was denied under the pretext that 

the visit may onl y be allowed after the cassation appe,31. 

At the present time he is held in the Investigation Isolation Ward 

in Novgorod, POB 51/1. 

June, 1974 
Giorgi Sokirianski 



Translated from Russian 

Case No. 8~-s74-l, 1974 

D E C I S I O N 

November 24, 1974 
No. 1/149/74 

The Juridical Board for Criminal Cases of the Supreme Cours of RSFSR, 
composed of: 

Chairman Shishkin B.I. 

Members of the Court - !vdokimenko A.V. and Kulichkova V.I. 

at~ court session on July 23, 1974 examined the case dealing with the 

appeal made by the convicted person Sokirianski against the verdict made 
by the Novgorod Regional Court on June 20, 1974, by which 

Sokirianski Aleksander l\bramovitch, born in 1944 in the city of 

Leningrad, a Jew, education - nine grades, married, has a child, previously 

convicted in January of 1961 to two years of deprivation of freedom in 

accordance with St. 144 part II nf the Penal Code of the RSFSR, in October 

1963 in the aggregate of statutes 224, p. 186 and 154 p. I of the Penal 

Code of the RSFSR to two years and 6 months of deprivation of freedom, in 

March of 1969 according to statutes 15 and 144 p. I and 192-I of the Penal 

Code of the RSFSR to twn years of deprivation of freedom, in July 1971 

accnrding to St. 144 p. II of the Penal Code of the RSFSR to 5 years of 

deprivation of freedom, and in January 1974 according to statute 112 p. II 

of the Penal Code of the RSFSR, with the joining of the punishment to the 

preceeding sentence to 3 years and 16 days of deprivation of freedom, while 

serving his punishment, he was convicted according to statute 190-1 of the 
Penal Code of the RSFSR to 3 years of freedom and with the partial joining 

of the punishment to the preceeding sentence to 5 years of deprivation of 

freedom in a corrective-labour colony with a strict regime. 

After hearing the repot of the Member of the Supreme Court of the 

RSFSR Shishkin and the decision of the Procurator Zverev, who proposed 
that the sentence be left without change, the Judirical Board 

DECIDED: 

Sokirianski has been convicted for having systematically, in oral and 

written forms, spread deliberate false fabrications villifying the Soviet 

Government and social system. 
../2 
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The crime was committed, as is shown in the verdict, under the following 

circumstances: 

In June and September 1972, Sokirianski, in a letter illegally sent to 

his brother, wrote that he intended to fabricate by photographical methods 

documents of a harmful contents and to send these documents abroad for 

publication in the press, ~nd he asked his brother to send him a photo 

camera and films. 

On June 19, 1973, Sokirianski was officially warned by the KGB Depart

ment attached to the Soviet Ministers of the USSR of the Novgorod Region 

that such actions cannot be permitted. 

In spite of this, Sokirianski, against whom criminal proceedings had 

been instituted and who was in an investigation isolation cell, in the 

space of December 1973 spread in an oral form among his cell inmates 

deliberate false fabrications that villified the Soviet Government and 

social system. 

On December 20, 1973, Sokirianski slandered the domestic and the foreign 

policies of the USSR and the situation of the Jews in the USSR. 

At the end of December 1973, in the presence of other arrester persons, 

he slandered the Soviet Government, the Soviet reality and the democratic 

foundations of the Soviet Government. 

At the end of December 1973 Sokirianski again tried to send to his 

brother a statement with slanderous contents and asked that his letter he 

transmitted abroad for publication. In that letter he slandered the foreign 

policy of the USSR, the situation of the Jews in the USSR and he vilified 

the Investigative organs and Soviet justice. 

On February 4, 1974 Sokirianski, in a conversation with the prisoner 

Barskov, slandered the socialist system, the CPSU and its leaders. 

On February 6 and 7, 1974 Sokirianski, in the Investigative Isolation 

cell prepared 13 leaflets, in which were deliberately false fabrications 

vilifying the Soviet Government and social system. He intended to distri

bute the leaflets on February 23, on the Day of the Soviet Army. On February 

10, 1974 he hung one of the leaflets on the inner wall of the Investigator 

Isolation Cell courtyard, usea for walks. 

Questioned at the court session, Sokirianski fully admitted guilt. 

In his appeal Sokirianski points out that the C0lony ~dministration 

treated him badly, insulted him and humilated him and in connection with 

this he conunitted his crime so as to be transferred to another colony, 

.. /3 
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After checking the materials of the case and after discussing the 

arguments expressed in the appeal, the Judicial Board finds the sentence 

lawful and well-grounded. 

In addition to the admissions made by the prisoner himself, 

Sokirianski's guilt of committing the crime provided for by st. 190-1 of 

the Penal Codeqfthe RSFSR has been established by the leaflets attached 

to the file, the decision of criminological experts who have established 

that these were prepared by Sokirianski, by the facts of the discovery 

and the confiscation of the leaflets and by the testimony of the wit-

nesses Savvateyev, Antonov, Starostin and Barokov, who confirmed th~t 

Sokirianski had expressed in their presence deliberately false fabrications 

vilifying the Soviet Government and social system. 

According to the decision of the Court Psychiatric expert commission, 

Sokirianski was ndjudgea sane, even though signs of psychopathy were 

discovered. 

Sokirianski's actions were correctly defined according to st. 190-1 

of the Penal Code of tho RSFSR., 

The punishment meted to him was set in accordance with the act commi

ted, and the the t aking into consideration of facts characterizing the 

personality of the person convicted. 

The Judicial Board finds no grounds for reducing Sokirianski's 

punishment. 

In the force nf the ahove stated and guided by st. 339 of the Penal 

Procedure Code of the RSFSR, the Judicial Boar~ 

HAS DECIDED: 

That the sentence pronounced by the Novgorod Regional Court 

on June 20, 1974 in relation to Sokiriasnki Aleksander Ahramovich be left 

without change and that his appeal shoula not be granted . 

Chairman - Shishkin 

Members of the Court - Evdokimenko E., Kuluchkov I. 

Correct: Member of tho Supreme Court: Shishkin 

Reference: Sokir i anski ~.A. is kept in Institution IZ-51/1 of the city 

of Novgorod. 



It is my good fortune to bear witness and to be a participant 

in a true-to life story that had its beginnings many years ago in 

Leningrad, continues here in Israel, and unfortunately has not 

yet ended. 

I have some material 111hich is of such a political nature and of 

such current interest and dramatic overtones, that most circles of 

world public opinion would surely take an interest in it and endeavor 

towards helping to bring it t o a happy ending. 

I know that you will be interested in this story and I hope that 

all of us together will succeed in helping these remarkable and 

heroic individuals. 

In Leningrad, there are many people whose only desire is to 

return to their historic homeland - the State of Israel. The way 

is not easy for everyone. Many of them have been fighting for 

this right for years, others continue to wait daily and hourly for 

the permission t o depart. 

There is one man among my friends whose fate has been in many 

respects different from the fate of others. At the end of 1973 he 

received a refusal on his application for departure to the State of 

Israel. The r c fus;i.l was as follows : ""To refuse to Sokirianski 

Giorgi Abramovitch in his application for departure to the State 

of Israel, because of the reason that in 1946 his father being in 

Poland in the ranks of the Soviet army, defected . " The absurdity 

of this statereent is obvious. What relation has a son to a father 

that failed t~ return when since that time 30 years have passed? 

Perhaps the old principles of Stalin still continues and n0thiQg 

has changed since. 

. ./2 
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Here is the story from its heginnings. The father of Giorgi 

Sokirianski, Avraham Griegoveritch Sokirianski, was an officer in 

the Soviet army and for 8 years he diligently, unsparing of his own 

life, fought with the Japanese on the Cholchin-Gol, afterwards with 

the Finns on the Corelian Isthmus and the Linc of Maunerheim, and 

from the first days of the 2nd World War fighting agains Hitler. 

When the war ended he was appointed to the service in the Soviet 

Army situated in the Polish Territory. In 1946 he was demobilized 

and stayed in Poland working as a civilan. 

As you know, at that time, the Jewish National Liberation 

Movement in Palestine was stren9thcning. The foundation of the 

future Jewish State was laid. Influenced by his National duty and 

sense of justice, he decided to play a role in this undertaking. But 

the Soviet security service somehow foun~ out ahout his contacts. By 

a miracle he managed to escape at the last moment. With forged 

documents in the name of a Polish citizen and hiding in the coal 

hold of a ship with enormous risk to his life, he escaped to Sweden. 

Afterwards, he managed to get to the land of his ancestors, to the 

land of his dreams - Israel. 

And so this man who was at War for 8 years, repeatedly risking his 

life and carrying nut his duties, was labelled a traitor to his 

Motherland and a state criminal. 

In Leningrad, 1\hrahc\I\l Sokirianski left two sons. One of them 

was 5 years old when he left and the second son he did not see at 

all. He knew very well the habits of the Soviet authorities and 

being afraid of repercussions against his children, he did not 

correspond with them. 

The fate of the children of this man have been tragic. The 

Soviet authorities do not like to forget offenses inflicted on them. 

In 1950, when they were sure that they would never find the culprit

father, they decided to take revenge through his children. Giorgi 

Sokirianski, at the age of 10 was put in a childrens institution or 

work prison for children. 
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There he stayed for 4 years. Many years after, Giorgi told 

his close friends about his life there and the hardships and countless 

futile escapes and the punishments and beatings when caught~ 

His younger brother, Aleksander Sokirianski, just like him, at 

the age of 9 was put in a children ' s institution for 5 and a half years. 

When they were both freed they were bewildered by their changed lives. 

The Soviet authorities had developed in them a sense of inferiority, 

estrangement and non-suitahility to everyday normal living. Teir path 

to developing real values and goals was not easy for them. 

At the age of 15, Giorgi, unc.er the influence of older and "more 

experienced" friends, again appears in court on trial. Who is to Blame? 

Can it be the same people who have the power to judge and pardon, who 

took away their childhood and thrust them into situations that can 

break stronger and older individuals? But in Russia one does not 

admit ones errors and Giorgi again finds himself in a childrens 

working colony for 3 years. 

Already at that time a desire for knowledge developes in him. 

Under difficult conditions and stealing precious seconds and minutes 

from his work, he undertakes the study of Italian. Why Italian? 

Because somehow he has found an Itnlian textbook. After leaving the 

camp 1959, Giorgi successfully passes his exa.ms without having attended 

formal lectures. He prepares himself for the University entrance 

exams. By that time his body falls prey to the illnesses contracted 

in car1p thru the horrible conditions there (stomach ulcer and tuber

culosis). He has to delay h:i.s studies. In 1965 he is finally able 

to start his studies. At Leningrad University he enters the Faculty 

of Philosophy. In 1968, the third year'of his studies, he wrote an 

investigative paper on the subject "Defective Psychology" in which 

he investigat~d the psychology and origin of Criminality. Since 

that work did not agree with the official soviet point of view, he 

was expelled from the University. seeing in Giorgi a potential 

enemy, reasons are again found for isolating bim. 
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As mentioned earlier, he had studied Italian and to perfection. 

Many times he would escoditalian tourists around Leningrad and tell 

them about life in the USSR. Many of these people became close 

friends to him. As a sign of gratitude he often received presents 

and at times even money from them. In the USSR it is enough to 

find $20 on someone to accuse them of currency manipulations. And 

so once more Giorgi was accused and arrested and sentenced to 3 years 

in prison. During this period he managed to learn English and 

French. In 1971 he was released. 

At that time his brother Alexander was seeking permission to 

leave the USSR for Israel. At that time also occurred the Leningrad 

trials, The authorities were cruelly punishing people who wanted to 

emmigrate to Israel. And Aleksander.· Sokirianski was accused and 

sentenced to 5 years imprisonment. In the courtroon he openly 

admits that he has been accused for his desire to go to Israel. In 

December 1973, while in jail, he presented a declaration accusing 

the Soviet Govern.~ent of being against Israel. In 197~ he was again 

accused of spreading rumors discrediting the Soviet Government and 

agitating agains the authorities. He has been put in a special insti

tution where he is subjected to untold cruelties. We fear for his 

already weak health. 

Giorgi Sokirianski lives in Leningrad with his wife and daughter. 

He is a very cultured and intelligent person with knowledge of 4 

languages. He is now studying Hebrew. He has managed to retain his 

sense of decency and humanity in spite of all his sufferigns . All 

of us wonder at his strength and self control, his indorninitable 

spirit. But we worry about his future and the fate of his brother 

who is threatened by phisical annihilation in the torture chambers 

of the Soviet prisons. 

I hope I have been ahle to interest all of you in this story 

of these people and that you will find, each one of you, a way 

to help them. 



I, Yuri Weintraub, consider it my duty to bear testimony to certain 
facts, which are known to me and to a wide circle of Leningrad activists, 

about the fate of Aleksander (Sasha) Sokirianski, one of the sons of 

Avraham Sokirianski, a resident of Jerusalem. For many years, Sasha 

Sokirianski had been nurturing a desire to emigrate to Israel, being 

convinced that this was the only place where he belonged, and he wanted 

to be reunited with his father. From his early childhood, Sasha has been 

persecuted and harrassed by Soviet Authorities who were trying to take 

their vengeance on the son of a "traitor" as they termed his father. His 

life took an abnormal course. 

The feelings of protest and hatred towards his tormentors, which 

Sasha was not always able or did not want to hide, brought him to a 

children's penal colony and later to prison on an unjust and undeserved 

charge. 

Before his last arrest, Sasha told one of his close acqua.intanoea, 

in confidance, that since he could not hope to leave the Soviet Union 

legally, he was planning to break through into a foreign embassy with a 

paper which he had especially prepared and was always carrying on him. 

Sasha's friend, who turned out to he a provocateur, betrayed him to the 

Soviet Security organs and on their orders helped to stage a "theft"; 

he secretly put into Sasha's overcoat pocket an ol:ject which did not 

belong to Sasha; detention followed immediately and both this object 

and the letter with a request for politiccal asylum were found. During 

the investigation, Sasha took an independant attitude and did not care 

to conceal his anti- sm,iet views. By doing so he brought upon himself 

a sentence of 8 years imprisonment on charges of theft and anti-Soviet 

slander. Similar cases, in which a political charge is supplemented by 

a criminal one are fairly common in the judicial practice of Soviet 

or,:-'ans. 

All the facts listed above appear in the case of Sasha Sokirianski, 

and when the American lawyers Barton Cane (Caine?) and others recently 

examined this case during their visit to Leningrad, they found in it the 

grossest violations committed both in the course of the investigation 

and during the trial itself. 
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By now Sasha has already served 4 Y6ars of his term and is 

imprisoned in one of the most horrible camps - in the Kriazpogost 
district of the Kami-Autonomous Republic. His health is in a very 
poor state. 

Teh Penal Institutions Department has refused to transfer him 

to another camp. I entreat you to do everythin possible to save 
Aleksander Sokirianski who has been unjustly convicted and is suffering 
for his Zionist views. 

3rd February, 1975 

Yuri Weintraub 



Mr. L.I. Brezniev 
General Secretary 
Communist Party of USSR 
Kremlin, Moscow 
U S S R 

Dear Sirs, 

Abraham Sokirianski 
P.O.B. 2446 
Jerusalem 
Israel 

I dare to bother you on e matter of my sons, and I have 
no doubts that from the viewpoint of a human being, Father and 
Humanist you will give your attention to my plea. 

I am an aged and sick man (I am 65 already.) I have a son 
in Russia his name is George Sokirianski and he is living in 
Leningrad with his family. For two years he has been refused 
permission to immigrate to Israel to join me. I have not seen 
my son for over thirty years and now my only desire is to have 
my son by my side. I am a sick man and would appreciate your 
doing a generous and extremely human deed of giving me a chance 
to see my son before my death, belief in our meeting in the 
possible mearest future helps me to go on. 

I do not wish to interfere with your country policy but I 
do believe some people in Ovir of Leningrad undermind the 
situation and as a result I can't get my son here. Without 
your help, I am afr&id I might never see him and you can 
imagine how should I feel at this thought. 

You are the only person who is capable of helping me in 
my grief. Would you please personaly interfere with the case 
of my son and give your instruction on issuing a visa to my 
son and his family to go to Israel. I heard many times from 
varioussources that Soviet Government have no objection to let 
people who wish to immigrate to Israel, to join their relatives. 
That gave me tho courage to write to you. 

I do hope you will fulfill my natural desire to have my 
son with me before long. 

I deeply ~pologies for bothering you and I am looking 
forward to holding my son in my arms after those long years 
of our separa~ion. 

Thank you very much indeed for your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abraham Sokirianski 



March 31, 1976 

Mr. Jerry GOochea,:i 

National Conf nnce on SOVlet awry 
11 Weat 42nd Street - Suite 1860 
New York, New York 10036 

Dear Mr. GOodmall! 

Would it be ,-eib 
W would be grate fw ,-,.r 
with enough ba~ Blllt9illa J.tlllall ... 
of thie letter. 

I have a feeling it U unclell 
would be forwarding to 
lld.ned once f.t la transl 

With ppnciation and kin4eat -rep 'I• 

ldf. h J. ller 

te1' traulatecl? 
.... on our ataff 

tend.De the text 

i Schindler 
only be deter-

A i1tant to the Pre1ident 
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!CS IP MMTZZ CSP 
2123541510 TOMI NEW YORK NY 100 01-22 1043A EST 

PMS UNION OF AMERICAN HERBREW CONFERENCE , DLR 
83 8 5 AVE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 
NEWS FOR !~MEDIATE RELEASE 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRYANNOUNCED TODAY THAT IT HAS 
REVERSED AN EARLIER DECISION AND WILL ALLOW RABsI MEIR KAHANE TO 
?RESENT THE KEY NOTE ADDRESS AT THE UP COMING WORLD CONFERENCE ON 
THE SOVIET JEWRY TO BE HELD IN BRUSSELS ON FEBRUARY 17. RABBI KAHANE 
WILL URGE THE WORLD CONFERENCE TO BEGIN AN IMMEDIATE CAMPAIGN TO 
CRUSH DETENTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HE WILL CALL ON ALL NATIONAL 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS TO INITIATE HARASSMENT CAMPAIGNS AGAINST SOVIET~
OFFICIALS. IN AN EXTRAORDINARY PLENARY SESSION, THE NCSJ HAS VOTE~ ... 

SF-1201 (R5-69) 



...... __ ,. .,,,. ' .. 

I.ILi ~ Telegram western union 

17 TO 15 TO ENDORSE RABBI KA HANE' S PROPOSAL 

UNSIGNED 

NNNN 

SF-1201 (R5-69) 



TEMPLE NER TAMID 
THE EUCLID JEWISH CENTER 

LAKE SHORE BOULEVARD AT EAST 2!50TH STREET • EUCLID, OHIO 44132 • 261-2280 

February 25, 1976 

Dear Alex, 

I was happy to read your call for new international drive to permit 
the free emigration of \ Soviet Jews . I hope we can couple this, also, 
with the needs for free-emigration for the Syrian Jews? 

With all best wishes to you, Al Vorspan and the UAHC family, I 
remain, 

Cordially yours, 

Rabbi tephen s. Goldrich, Chairman 
Committee on Jews in Arab Lands 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of :Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations 
838 - 5th. Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 



ation I 
i . Conference .·.,.~ on 
!_ ·~' So iet 
Jewry· 

DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 1976 

TO: STANLEY H. LOWELL 

FROM: JERRY GOODMAN 

How do you suggest we handle this letter from Leon W. Katz as 
attorney for the JDL , in regard to membership. 

JG:de 

cc: Char~o~te Jacobson j 
Rabbi A. Schindler 
Eugene Gold 

l l West 42nd Street, New Yor-k, N.Y 10036 • (212) 354-1510 



COUNSE L ORS AT LAW 

141 CENTRAL PARK AVENUE, SOUTH 

HARTSDALE , NEW YORK 105 3 0 

9 I 4 - 428-4464 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
11 West 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10036 

Attention: Executive Director 

Gentle71cn : 

February 13, 1976 

FEB 16 1976 

We have been retained by the Jewish Defense League to represent them 
in their application for membership in your worthy organization. 

Records disclose that there was correspondence on this matter as 
follows: January 13, 1975 from Mr. Jerry Goodman 

With full knowledge and lIDderstanJing of your democratic procedures 
and your interest in having as ffi'IDY rnaj or groups, espousing the same 
ideals and principles as your awn in being joined together and bound 
together, we would appreciate a reply as to the present standing of 
the application. Can you please have your legal representatives 
contact us? 

Thank you. 

Respectfully yours, 

KATZ & KATZ 
l 

LWK:hd 



/ 

Mr. Benjamin Gellman 
1505 41st Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 

:oe.r ur. Gellman: 

Pehl'tlllJ 11, 1976 

Your letter of rehruary 6th baa just reached me aud I write 
to acknowledge its receipt. 

The Brussel Confere co on Sovlet Jewry is not a program 
o~ th~ Fresi<lents ' Confo~en.:a a;.ul your 1 ttcr nhould hnve 
been addr,1ssed to the 1Tational Conference on Sov1.et Jewry. 
Invitations to the ruaa ls Collfereuce come under the pur- ~ 
v ... aw of t . orz;nn:t .... ation, nd I am 1 t n z.my way lnvolved 
in tl c ~e l t:ton of ~ele~ates or Jtt::ticipaL1ts . 

, ~. ,.,. :a.nc1 ~r • . ,. -:hindler 
~irman 



--- -----

------

___ _,,_ __ 

~-------If- ------ -- - - - -



Dr. A. Reiss 
World Federation of Polish Jews 
158, Dizengoff treet 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

Dear Dr. Reiss: 

Docamber 29, 1975 

Your l .tter o:· December ,.5th has just reached our office and I 
hasten to advise that Rabbi Schindler ia out-ef tlecountry. He 
will be ba.::k late n.axt week an will be in contact with you at 
that time. 

With kindest greetings , I am 

I 
I 

I 

' 
/ 

I 

Siu rely, 

ldith J. Niller 
Administrative AssiDtant 
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SWIATOWA FEDERACJA ZYl}OW z POLSKI WORLD FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS 

Zarzf!d gl6wny Head Office 

Tel-Aviv, 158, Dizengolf Stree-1 Phone 2250 78 fl!l?D 

Cable Address POL GRE SS : D' j77JTI 

December 15th, 1975 

Dr. Alexander Shindler 
838 FIFTH AVENUE 

Dear Alex, 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 
lJ ~S.A. 

15 8 9U)P1 J.tn7 ,l 1J.N"?J1 

I arrived home from my trip, not in the best of health, and 

that is the reason why I am only writing to you today. I beg your 

pardon for this delay. That is also the reason why I did not come 

to Jerusalem during the emergency Conference. 

I hope that you have no objections about my addressing myself 

to you on such familiar terms :. That is the expression of my 

attitude towards you. 

First of all I want to thank you sincerely that you cons§nted 

to my request, to take upon yourself the post of President of our 

affiliate in the United States. It is a great honor for us, and 

will certainly enable the leadership there to broaden its activities. 

I do not wish at this point tb discuss our actual activities. 

Everything we are doing, or intend to do, has a single purpose: 

to perpetuate the spiritual heritage, of the martyred Polish Jewry. 

We are now preparing, towards the thirtieth anniversary of the 

end of the Second World War, the publication of a monumental photo

album, of various events in the life of Polish Jewry, up to the 

outbreak of the Second World War. We must collect some 4,000 photo

graphs - we have already gathered several hundred - in order that 

a committee of historians, engravers and authors stemming from 

Poland, should pick out the appropriate 450-500 photograpss for 

the above-mentioned album, in order that it should fulfill the 

object for which it is intended. 

We are continuing to photograph cemetaries im Poland, tombstones 

of public figures buried there, who were leaders of the Polish 

Jewish community, in order to preserve this for the history of 

Polish Jewry - which we are obligated to publish. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of our last letter to Dr. Sher

man, which gives you information regarding our publication plans, 

and our demands to the "Foundation". 
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You have, undoubtedly been informed by the leadership of 
our branch in the United States about the campoaign in connection 
with our demands to Polish Government. I do not know whether it 
will have any practical results, but it is a moral and national 
obligation, which we must fulfil and express by making these 
demands - As otherwise, we will have sinned against the history 
of Polish Jewry, and against the Jewish nation in general. 

And now, for an important request from you: For several 
years now, we have been making demands upon the German Government 
regarding the restitutions for property which the Nazis robbed 
from organizations of Polish Jews which existed in Germany for 
many decades, in almost every city. They fulfilled an important 
public, cultural, social and economic function for the "o,stjuden" 
We are doing this as successors of those organizations. 

In fact, the German Restitutions authorities have already 
recognized our rights to this, and three years ago we receive.,_d 
approximately 700,000 German Marks. There are 2-3 other deman~s for 
damages which amount to some 2-3 million German marks. 

Our representatives have been dealing with this matter for 
over two years, but there has been no co~clusion in this matter. 
They are demanding a great number of documents, many of which we 
have already supplied - despite the fact that it is not simple 
to find them after so many years and after the war - but there 
seems to be no end to it. There is no decision in this matter. 

Our legal adviser thinks that if a high ranking delegation ·.,,,_-t{ Jr 
to the Chancellor or to the Finance Minister, may be able to 
achieve that this matter should be positively and speedily concluded. 

My - our appeal to you is that you should agree to participate 
in this delegation. According to our plan, there should be in this 
delegation, except your$elf, , Lord Fisher from London, the Chief 
Rabbi - Deputy of France, Rabbi Nathan StaskQJa and.t__.,!....o.------_.,.~ 
Of course, this delegation has an aim, and should one of 
mentioned functionaries agree,to receive them, 
-lYevWt;;p~~'-1'""1-Ul{l~,q,1. '§l'WCi1'0\;,~·1Qta 

I hope that this suggestion is not too much of trouble for you. 
We are anxious that this meeting should take place at the time of 
the meeting of the Governing Body of the World Congress in London 
or at the Conference in Brussels. At the same time, I am also 
appealing to Lord Fisher and to Rabbi Tchak~la. 

Please forgive me for the length of this letter. I will not 
do it again - So I hope,-if I should have to write to you again. 



SWIATOWA FEDERACJA ZYDOW z POLSKI 

Zarz,!d gl6wny 

WORLD FEDERATION OF POLISH .JEWS 

Head Office 

Tel-Aviv, 158, Dizengofl Stree-1 Phone 225078 jl!l?D 
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We shall be very grateful if you agree to our 
request,and thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

We shall be very pleased to hear from you - and await your 
reply. 

With very sincere greetings and good wishes, 




