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A MESSAGE FROM MEIR KAHANE

IN THE NAME OF THE JEWISH DEFENSE LEAGUE I SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING
CONCRETE PROGRAM ON BEHALF OF OUR OPFRESSED BRETHREN:

1. A4n immediate end to all Western talks with the USSR, including
talks on Disarmament, Space, Culture and Trade.

o, An embargo on trade with the Soviet Union, with émphasis on
grain, as well as a world-wide boycott of all firmg deallng
with the USSR.

3. An end to general tourism to the Soviet Union, except for
that selective tourism which travels to the USSR on behalf of
Soviet Jewry.

4, A cessation of all cultural, entertalnment and sports ex-
changes whose purpose in Soviet eyes 1s the political one
deadening the Amerilcan political consciousness.

5. The suspension of the Soviet Union from international
organlzations and activities, including the 1976 Olympic Games.

6. Political wooing of anti-Soviet politicians and political
pressure on those political leaders who call for detente with
no concessions on emigration in return.

- IN PARTICULAR, A CALL TO AMERICAN JEWRY TO MASS FORCES
TO DEFEAT GERALD FORD IN 1976.

7. Legal harrassment of Sovlet officials including the picketing
of private residents and mass telephone calls to Jam Embassy
and Consulate }ines.

8. Non-violent, civil disobedience (i.e. sitdowns, chain-ins,
etc,) to presdure for suspension of contacts with the USSR.

The escalation of protests and demonstrations at -Soviet
installations so that not a week goes by without a maJjor protest
taking place. v

10. The creation of a similar freedom movement omn behalf of
our brothers and sisters in Syria that will link thelr cause
to those of the oppressed Jews in the Soviet Union.

ALL THE ABOVE TO BE JOINED BY A RETURN ON THE PART OF THE JEWISH
PEOPLE TO THEIR FATHER IN HEAVEN AND TO THE TORAH OF ISRAEL.

THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ONLY A RETURN TO AND FAITH IN THE L-RD,

G-D OF ISRAEL, WILL BRING A GLORIOUS 4ND SWIFT FINAL REDEMPTION
FOR THE JEWS OF THE SOVIET UNION, SYRIA AND THE WORLD.




FINAL OPPORTUNITY

Representatives of world Jewry have gathered here in Brusgels in
what I am convinced is a final opportunity to save Soviet Jewry from what
_can be tragedy and disaster too terrible to contemplate. Let us not be
deceived by the success of recent years in obtaining the release of a
limited number of Soviet Jews. Nor dare we assume that the days of
Stalinism are irrevocably ended and that a drastic change in policy could
not take effect that could very well see physical oppression and perse-
wtion of Jews. The time is short and the work is considerable and the
question is: What will happen here in Brussels?

. Will this Conference, just as the last one, prove to be one incapable
of deciding strong, vigorous and concrete proposals? Will it again merely
be a gathering of the affluent and the favored, spending large amounts OX =
Jewish public funds to listen to tired and untrue rhetoric, only to close
with a meaningless resolution devoid of sincerity and practical proposals?
Or will it succeed in grasping the idea that time is short, for Soviet
Jewry and that political changes are taking place that can rob us of the .
only weapon that we have against the Kremlin? And understanding this

will we ‘decide on a concrete and definite program of Jewish activism

based on the principle of a good Jewish head and a good Jewish arm?

In a word, will this Conference fail the Soviet Jews who look to it with
such longing or will it fulfill the expectations of our brothers and
sisters behind the Iron Curtain? It is up to you to decide and it is up
to you to adopt a real program here this week that will set the tone for
our war on the forces of oppression that refuse to let our people go.

The key to victory for Soviet Jewry lies in the knowledge that detente
remaing the cornerstone of Soviet policy and in the understanding that
if we can block their road to this detente, they will pay “to clear the
road by allowing Soviet Jews to go free. Unhappily, today, the struggle
against detente has become muted and we search in vain for its presence.

There are some silences that are awesomely noisy in their stillness.
There is a quiet that speaks words and ideas, loudly and clearly. If
one listens carefully he can hear a thunderous message in the silence of
detente.

In 1974, when the Soviets abruptly announced that they would not put
into force the 1972 trade agreements, panic spread among the Jewish
leadership in the United States. It appeared as if the struggle for
Soviet Jewry had reached a critical turning point and that the major
weapon of the campaign for free emigration - Senator Henry Jackson's
efforts to use detente as leverage - was now obsolete. Gloomily many of
the Establishment Jews echoed the sonorous Henry Kissinger who chastised
Jackson, the Congress and all those who had led the struggle against a
detente that gave the Soviets everything in return for nothing substan-
tive on their part in the field of human rights and other concessions.
Some of the leading Jews, who had been laggards in the struggle for
Soviet Jewry for decades, now warned that the Russians would not be
pushed on detente and that the Soviet Jewish struggle would have to take-
a different and more 'moderate' tack. DMost Jews, never politically
_acute "to begin with, invariably confused and obtuse when it came to the

ways to achieve Jewish rights, and stricken-along with their leaders,
with a depressing lack of imagination and initiative, agreed that "perhaps
we had pushed too hard."

President Ford, Kissinger and Treasury Secretary William Simon,
as the leaders in the drive for detente and to scuttle the dJdackson
amendment, séized upon the opportunity with denunciations of the opponents
of detente. In his "State of the World" message to Congress on April 10,
1975, Ford tokk dead aim at Jackson and called for a revision of the
trade agreement which would either eliminate or modify restrictions
on financial credits to the Soviet Union unless it changed 1ts_em1gration‘
policies. The following day, Simon told a Moscow radio interviewer tpat
the administration would "Continue efforts to remove barriers" hindering
trade. He also took the extraordinary step of openly attacking Qongress
while in the Soviet Union, saying that Mr. Ford "opposed the actions by
our Congress which interrupted the normalization of our trade relations
with the Soviet Union." Kissinger, of course, has lost no opportunities
to blame Jackson and his allies for the debacle. te

It appears that the efforts to carry detente to a suecessfgl conclusior
may succeed, aided by the original backers of deten?e.at any price -
even human freedom - as well as by the gilence of timid people, including

(continued...) i



3 Lo

Jewi;h }eaders, who have been cowed into believing that only g retuw:
*he "qu}et diplomacy" of the unlamented yestler yearg will succeed in
persuading the Kremlin to allow Jews to leave.

Heaven forbid., that such a2 thing come about. It is important that
the American Jew and non-Jew alike understand clearly what happened with
the Soviet repudiation of the trade agreements, what the Soviets really
want, what the state of detante is and what caused the great success in
the field of Jewish emigration a few years ago, and what the problem is
today and wha?t must be done in the future. At the same time, we will
learn a valuable lessOn concerning the tactics that must be used against.
Syria in the struggle to free the Jews, oppressed.,and trapped there. .~

To begin with, it can never be said enough times that it was the
Jewish militants who understood long before the Jewish Establishment
>xactly what the weapon of detente was. While the Jewish leadership
was either doing nothing or playing games with an absurd "quiet diplomacy"
Jewish militants undcrstood that the Soviets never give up.anything unless
they feel compelled to; that the Soviets are rot impressed by world
opinion and appeals from intellectuals. artists and movie stars, and that
only when the Soviets feel thal there is a need for them to pay the
price will they 'reach into their political pockets and take out the
20in demanded of them.

And =0, many years befores Henry Jackson and many years before the rush
to back his amendment, Jewish militants in the JDL understood. They
understood that the Sovicis hare an order of priorities and that there
are things that they desire more - much more - than to merely hold Soviet
Jewry captive. At the top of their order of priorities is that vague
ind all-encompassing concept known as "detente". The Soviets, of course,
never were and are not now interested in detente for its own sake.

They have always seen it as a tactic to bring them some badly needed
commodities as well as to affcct an important psychologral change in the
west and in the United States.

At the time that the Soviets persuaded the Nixon administration

with its Machiavel™ian Kissinger and opportunistic Nixon to adopt this
policy, ther were in deperate shape. Few realize how technologically
backvard and falling-ever-behind, the Soviets were in relation to the
United States. The wheat crops and general agricuvltural schedules were
disastrous. Demands for improved consumer standards of living were growing.
"he Soviets were finding it difficult to produce both guns and butter.

"he Chinese threat meant that they had to keep massive armies both in

“he west and east. Simply put, the Soviets needed technology, credits,
trade, tourist dollars, and a way to chloroform the west, to put it to

‘sleep, to convince it that there was no more need to spend billions for

defense and that time was ripe for massive arms reductions. Detente
was a desperate nced at the same time as a vital ploy for the Kremlin,

It was knowledge that this need was infinitely more important to the
Russians than Jewish emigration or the lack of it, that led the Jewish
militants to violently attack Soviet personnel and offices. The JIL
understood full well that the Soviet Union, being a super-power, could
not simply ignore these attacks but would have to react, react angrily
and react in a manner that it did not want. And so, Jewish militants
did indeed attack the'Soviets and the Soviets did indeed react angrily
( recalling their ambassador, attacking Americans in Moscow, cancelling
the Bolshoi) and in g matter of months the entire policy of detente that
both Moscow and Washington wanted so much, was on the verge of falling
apart. After all, shots fired into the Soviet United Nations mission
could just as easily have killed a Soviet diplomat and what would that

have done to United States-Soviet relations?

The fact of the matter is that the Soviets, under American urgi:g
realized that their stubbornness was risking the failure of their major
foreign policy aim and did concede - albeit grudgingly. The sudden out-
pouring of Soviet Jews from 1970-1973 in numbers undreamed of by the
slow-thinking and unimaginative Jewish Establishment, was the direct
result of Jewish Defense League and militant's grasp of the significance
of detente as the Achilles heel of the Soviets and their acting upon itl.

And at this point it should be mentioned that the entire concept
of using trade as a weapon in the struggle against detente was originally
that of the JDL. When I travelled in 1971 to Brussels for the conference
(continued...)
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at which I was barred from speaking, I told the press that I would call

for a major plan to do that which Henry Jackson later did, to the enthu-
siastic support of Tewish leaders!

The Jackson emergence onto the scene gave detente a dimension that
could have given the Soviets only one of two choices: Either make a massive
shift in policy that would allow vast amounts of Jews to leave or give up
the policy of detente. The Russians opted for neither of these things
because they hoped - and in the end were proven successful - to sabotage
the Jackson and anti-detente camp.

The Soviet strategy was based upon several factors: one was the hope
that the Brezhnev visit in June 1973 (the one which led to my arrest in
Tsrael after letters I wrote to the JDL asking them to wreck the Russian's
trip were intercepted) would lead to a softening of Congressional oppo-#
sition as well as a seduction of the business community. The second factor
was the open cooperation in this by both President Nixon and Henry Kissin-
ger, who made no secret of their support of Brezhnev against the American
Congress. The final factor was the effort made by the administration :
to split the American Jewish leadership on this issue and to get certain
prominent leaders to pressure Jackson to compromise. All three of these
factors combined to eventually set back the forces of anti-detente.

Brezhnev's vigit was a great success, particularly in the business
community. Kissinger and Nixon bent their efforts tirelessly to sabotage
Jackson and the Jewish Establishment did split. The last is the most
tragic and in the end the most significant element in the sabotage of the
Soviet Jewish struggle. From the moment that two of the leading American
Jews at the time, Max Fischer and Jacob Stein, stunned and angered Jewish
activists by attending the state dinner for Brezhnev, the Jewish community
should have known that things were not going well. Fischexr and Stein
were later joined by Jewish Agency official Charlotte Jacobson and Ameriecan -
Jewish Congress chief Arthur Hertzberg in attacks on the Jackson amendment.
Kissinger and Nixon never stopped their carrot-and-sticks tactics and
after the Yom Kippur War, more than a few subtle hints were dropped to
the effect that United States support for Israel was dependent upon
American Jewish precssure on Jackson.

Such pressure was, indeed, attempted in a memorable meeting in
Jackson's office where the Senator angrily ordered a number of Jewish
leaders out. In the meantime, however, Israel herelf - always prepared
to sacrifice the Soviet Jewish struggle when she felt that her own
interests were at stake, also joined the effort to pressure Jackson.

By 1974, the pressure saw Senatoms Javits and Ribicoff, give, and they
began to speak about compromise. The situation facing Jackson now was
one in which more and more Jewish leaders were deserting his uncompro-
mising ship; demonstrations and militancy had dwindled to almost nothing
(a combination of federal government harrassment of JDL and Jewish
groups*® illusions that since Jews were getting out of Russia, things were
going smoothly), and Kissinger suddenly said that the Russians were
prepared for a compromise.

There is little doubt that Jackson knew that the Russians ‘cculd
not be trusted and he had little faith in the 'compromise'. Yet, given
1ittle choice, he agreed. Kissinger, on October 18, 1974, blandly lied
as in an exchange of letters with Jackson, he conveyed Soviet "assurances"
that the number of visas issued would "rise to correspond to the number
of applicants". The annual figure that Kissinger allowed to be bandied
about was 60,000, Ons:October 26 of that year Gromyko wrote Kissinger
denying that there way any agreement. Kissinger did not notify Congress
of this letter and on December 3 appeared before the Senate Finance
Committee, never mentioned the letter and assured Senator Vance Hartke
that the Soviet "assurances" were valid. On December 18, the Soviet News
Agency Tass released the text of the Gromyko letter of October 26. The
State Department immediately said that -

1) Kissinger had forgotten to tell Congress and that 2) +this
'private' communication did not change the "understandingt referred to in
the letter to Jackson. This incredible statement was exploded on January
14, 1975 when Kissinger was forced to announce that the Soviet Union
would not put into force the trade agreement of 1972,

What happened? To begin with let us be clear about what did not
happen. Detente was not put to an end by Henry Jackson. Detente was not
killed by anybody. Detente is alive and well. The Soviets were just as
anxious for detente as ever and are still anxious for detente which has

(continued...)
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given them enormous benefits and promigses to give a great deal more.
What happened was that the Russians, seeing the flight of Jewish and
other support for Jackson; seeing the end to the militant protests;
seeing that Jackson had been forced to compromise, reasoned that they
could get their trade bill, they could have their detente on their own
terms. Why have any kind of limitation when we can get an entire revision
of the bill, was the Soviet logic? And it was good logic.

In Kissinger and Ford, the Russians know that they have men committed..
to the folly of detente. Moscow could not have two better such agents
in Washington. This is why the Russians tore up the trade bill. Not
because they do not want detente but precisely because they want it
badly and are convinced that there is nothing to stop them from getting it
on their own terms. Detente remains at the center of Soviet policy.
It has been more than good for them. It has given them the technology,
the trade and the dollars they want. It has effectively changed the
psychology of anti-communism, leading to a mood of isolationism, arms
limitations and budget cutting. It is guaranteeing Americatls decline
while Russia loses not a man and gains in prestige and military might.
0f course the Russians want detente. And that is welcome news for Jews
for it means that we still have our opportunity. If we understand it
and if we grasp it.

If the Soviets still desire detente badly, the leverage remains
with Jews to threaten the Kremlin with possible loss of that detente
which they want so badly. But the threat cannot be an empty one. It
cannot be the once-a-year extravaganza which the Establishment spends
most of its time planning and which not only ends up in a picnic or
carnival atmosphere but worse, sends tens of thousands of Jews home with
a clear conscience, convinced that they have "done somethipg" for Soviet. .
Jewry. The Russians are not total fools. They understand the impotency
and irrelevancies of Solidarity Days. They are not frightened by them
and, indeed, scorn and ignore them. They are convinced that the real
danger - militant attacks on them - are over and that, in general, the
West is bored with the subject of Soviet Jewry and is forgetting them.
Indeed, thig is what they have mocked Soviet Jewish activists with to
the despair of the latter who sense a kernel of truth in it.

llo, detente can be disrupted and the Soviets can be forced into
concessions but only if there is a resurgence of Jewish militancy, Only
a meaningful threat to detente that will compel the Soviets to react
angrily against their will and then force them to concede, also against
their will, has any meaning today.

But there is little time left. There is little time left and how we
threw away the opportunities! What criminal negiect on our part and how
much more difficult it will be today, that which we could have done
easily and effectively yesterday.

We had a golden opportunity to free not only 100,000 Soviet Jews
but much more than that and we allowed it to fritter away when the
militancy stopped. We committed a terrible crime when we allowed our
pathetic Jewish leaders to stop backing Jackson's original refusal to
compromise. We see the detente become stronger and stronger each and
every day as trade and commercial ties are forged by American businessmen
whose panting for profits proves the cynhical Lenin statement: "The
capitalist will sell you the rope with which you want to hang him."
The Soviets have openly denied that they will allow more Jews out - and
the stronger detente @f today will guarantee that America will not protest.
They will begin to persecute Jews tomorrow because this is what they have
been waiting for, for years - and the profitable detente will cause America
to satisfy itself with a few meaningless protests. We, the Jews of_the
world will have been the accomplices in another possible physical disaster
because we allowed the Jewish Establishment leadership that is so weak and
hungry for honor by the President and Kissinger that it betrays Jews for
it, to have gotten away once again. That which was so effective three
years ago is less so tday and thus even more radical measures are called
for. Detente must be wrecked and the Russians told that they must pay
the full price of Soviet Jewry or we will bear on our heads another

" Shameful crime of negligence.

Wreck detente by all possible means - for the time is_late, very
late, and soon it will be too late to save them. But let us use our

(continued...)
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Jewish heads along with our Jewish fists and know that just as the total
success of detente would doom Soviet Jewry so would its final and irre-
vocalbe end, do the same. Total success or failure are both things to
beware. Rather, let the Soviets know that detente is possible - but only
at a price. Let them know that they can have what they want - tomorrow =

if they pay - teday.




March 22, 1976

Mr. Philip M. Klutznick
875 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 4044

Chicago, Illincis 60611

Dear Phil:

Your comments concerning the Brussels Declaration are right. I was
reacting more to the general tone than to any specific document, I
know, of course, where you stand and I know how deeply you feel on
this general issue and we are in full agreement here.

I do hope we will have a chance to chat in the not-too-distant future.
I want to tell you how I am progressing on the Presidents' Conference
front in re-shaping its nature. It is a process in which I want you
ultimately involved. I am now slowly and carefully moving lest my
efforts be aborted by too many drastic steps too soon. But in look-
ing back on the two months of my activity I am generally delighted
with the progress that has been made. As a case in point, in regard
to the Egyptian matter we had a lenghbhy three to four hour meeting
prior to our meeting with the President and I met with a much smaller
group in which quite a bit of re-orientation took place and our pos-
ture at the White House meeting itself was modified by this re-think-
ing process.

Be that as it may, let me know when you plan to be in New York for I
am eager to meet with you. I'm leaving for Israel Saturday night for
the visit I had originally intended to make after Brussels. I should
be back in the Office early in April but Edie has my schedule and if
you know you are to be in New York on a specific date, hopefully my
calendar will find me in the city at the same time and we can meet.

I have quite a few out-of-town engagements which camnot be changed but
my local calendar is fdexible. Just let me know when we can get to-
gether.

With fondest regards to you and Ethyl in which Rhea joins me, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



Philip M.Klutznick

875 North Michigan Avenue : Suite 4044 - Chicago,lllinois 606ll

March 15, 1976

Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler

Union of American Hebrew
Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

My dear Alexander:

Just to prove that I do read your letters to Board
members, I want to comment on something that you stated in
your March letter with respect to the Brussels Conference,

I also left with mixed feelings, but for a different reason, I
agree that as a demonstration it was a success, but it came
near being a complete disaster. The preparation in advance
of this conference for a meeting of undisciplined personalities,
which a good half were, required the kind of advance work
where agreement might have been reached on the purposes and
the kind of declarations and conclusions that were to have been
reached before the conference began. I am not sure you were
aware of the fact that some of us stayed up several nights in
order to affect an agreement which might have been better had
it been undertaken in advance of the conference.

Therefore, I am somewhat surprised by your state-
ment: ''I feel that the exclusive emphasis on demands for the
right of Russian Jews to emigrate ---'' is a misreading of the
ultimate declaration. The declaration did cover the right of
Russian Jews to live as Jews, and it also clearly covered
emigration generally, If we had had more time, it could have
been more explicit, but time was running out or we would have
had a great collapse in the form of a bitter debate., I would
urge you to re-read the declaration closely and carefully, Some
of us think we achieved enough so that we can support that
declaration and not the words that some speakers uttered,
Please give me your reaction after you have read the declara-
tion once again,



Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler
March 15, 1976
Page Two

Warmest regards,

Cordial
)
Phili:)&lg. Klutznick
PMK:mlk
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February 25, 1976

Mr, Max M. Fisher
2210 Fisher Building
Detroit, Michigan 48202

Dear Max:

Thanks for the call to Brussels, as a matter of fauct, it came
in rather handy. Several leaders were upset about the Scranton
appointment and I was able to neutralize their views and theeeby
forestall adverse comments.

Brussels itself was a fiasco. The troops and press were there,
but the program was boring to death and the impact I suspect,
slight. Will tell you about it when next we meet,

Phone call me when you are ready for u Kissinger appointment,
Be well.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler /
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JEWISH ORGANIZATION, DLR
515 PARK AVE

NEW YORK NY 18822 \
NEWS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE |

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRYANNOUNCED TODAY THAT IT HAS
REVERSED AN EARLIER DECISION AND WILL ALLOW RABBI MEIR KAHANE TO
PRESENT THE KEY NOTE ADBRESS AT THE UP COMING WORLD CONFERENCE ON
THE SOVIET JEWRY T@ BE HELD IN BRUSSELS ON FEBRUARY 17. RABBI KAHANE
WILL URGE THE WORLD CONFERENCE T® BEGIN AN IMMEDIATE CAMPAIGN T®
CRUSH DETENTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HE WILL CALL ON ALL NATIONAL
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS T@® INITIATE HARASSMENT CAMPAIGNS AGAINST SOVIET:

SF-1201 (R5-69)



Telegram

@FFICIALS. IN AN EXTRAGRDINARY PLENARY SESSION, THE NCSJ HAS VOTED
17 T® 16 T® ENDORSE RABBI KAHANE®S PROPOSAL
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April 30, 1976

10 Beaumont Terrace

West Orange, N.J. 07052

Dear JacBie:

Mm&muummmumm. I an
that vtuchuvtﬁmwunmtowt

‘ : Jewry
wmmmmmmnuu.uxmuamuzh

o
xmnmmwmelmwuﬂxamumumuu
will be most helpful in that comnection,

With warmest vegards, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander Y, Schindler
Chairman



PLaza 2-1616

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022
Cable Address: COJOGRA

April 26, 1976

MEMORANDUM
T0: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
FROM: Yehuda Hellman

Enclosed please find a letter from Jackie Levine to you. She is simply not
aware of the fact that both organizations deal with issues of Soviet Jewry
as equals. There is a written agreement governing the relationships between
the two organizations.

The Presidents Conference is not a member of any other coordinating body.
The National Conference on Soviet Jewry is also not a member of the
Presidents Conference.

May I suggest that Rabbi Israel Miller, who has ruled on this matter
during his administration, meet with Jackie Levine and Jerry Goodman, with
me present at the meeting. It is important that Jackie Levine understand
this matter fully. I am sure that she does not know the facts at this
time.



MRS. HOWARD H. LEVINE
10 Beaumont Terrace, West Orange, New Jersey 07052
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March 26, 1976

10 Beauwmont Terrace
West Crange, N.J. 07052
Dear Jackie:

1 zalsed the lssue of dues to the Nationel Conference on Soviet Jewry
whih Tehuda. He tells me thai the Presidents’ Coulerence is wok &
meaber of the HCSJ.

in view of che abova, I would suggest that Jerry Goodmsn conlasc Yehuds
and dlscuss the mattexr with hia.

With wersest regards, 1 aa

o

Alexander 1. Schindier

ge: He, Vebuda lelluan



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler ]{ v
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February 27y 1976

Mr. Nechemia Levanon
Rehov Gimmel #7
Accaria

Tel-Aviv, Israel

Dear Nechemia:

I hope you have recovered from the Brussels Conference
and that you look back on this event with a considerable
source of satisfactlion. Im two ways it was vesally a
fine event - the representation was excellent and the
press coverage lumpressive so that our demonstrative pur-
posas certainly were fulfilled.

Owr trip to Polond was most interesting. There 1s much
that I would like you to kuow, too much in to
into & written veport and so I suggest that
until we have a chance to sece each other, unless you want
to send a sheliach for the de-briefing.

With warm vegards,
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
Chairman
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PRIME MINISTER'S BUREAU

Jerusalem, April 7, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Chairman

Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations ’

515 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Alex,

This is a note to tell you how glad I was to meet
Yehuda and yourself here in Jerusalem.

I believe your visit accomplished much in terms of
its public impact here, and I trust that you found your
meetings satisfactory. Certainly, 1 left your meeting with
the Prime Minister with the fe-ling that a good rapport has
been established which augurs well for the future.

I wish you all success and extend to Yehuda and
yourself my warmest greetings of Chag Sameach.

rime Minister



PUIGSSERCS SRR ¢

8»
8
®>
\l
i

)
= PR Pl B B B
MGMNYAT HSB s WY Ma“ ¥ E §
2-038669t162002 06/10/76 western union gram S imear R
1CS IPMMTLZ CSP s Wrcaml. by o ¢
{ 2123541510 MGM TOMT NEW YORK NY 0U6=10 0304p EST gt

KQU“%(ZﬂkibmJu%f 3
JUN 11 1074 et

NATIUNAL LONFERENCE ON SUVIET JewrY D EVERETT
55 wEST 42 87
NEW YORK NY 10015

THIS MALILGLRAM IS A CONFIRMATIUN (OPY UF THE FULLOwING MESSAGES

21259641510 TUMT NEw YORK NY lde Oo=]U 03504k EOS] i
PMS THE HUNDRABLE WILLIAM & SIMUN SECRETARY OF THL TREASURY e
WASHINGTON DC
WE WEKE DLISTRESSED TO LEARN THAT SOVIET CGFFICIALS wiLL RAISE CUSTUM
DUTY ON PARCELS FROM THIS COUNTRY AND ELSEWHEKRE TU FRIENDS AND
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STANLEY H LOWELL CHATRMAN NATIONAL LONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
AND RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER CHAIRMAN CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS ;
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS b S
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The above telegram also sent to Sec. of State, Kissinger,

Asst. Sec., Arthur Hartman & Sec. of Commerce, E1Tl1io0t
Richardson



June 1, 1976

Mr. Seymour Graubard
345 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear 8y:

Enclosed is my full exchange of correspondence with Kissinger. If the
answer is seen without the letter to which Kissinger responded, I
suppose it can give rise to the idea that I sent him s report on my
trip to Israel. But what bothers me is that anyone would give cra-
dance to such a report, enmough aedance even to make inquiry.

Be assured that the heat doesn't bother me and that's why I am in
the kitchen and intend to vemain theve.

1 admire youl
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindlex

ce: Mr. Arnold Forster
Encl.

o
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May 17, 1976

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I was pleased to receive your kind letter of
April 9. We are both fortunate that Israeli hospi-
tality does not require that the guest always say
what his hosts would like to hear.

We are well aware of the unfortunate cases of
Dr. Shtern and Professor Levich. I must tell you
frankly that in the present circumstances our abil-
ity to promote favorable resolution of such cases is
somewhat circumscribed. Nevertheless, we have repeat-
edly brought up with the Soviet leaders the issue of
Jewish emigration and human rights, and I can assure
you we will continue to do so.

I do not wish to paint too bleak a picture of
the emigration situation. We are encouraged by the
fact that since last fall the monthly figures have
averaged about 1,200, which is somewhat higher than
the levels of the first nine months last year. We
were also happy to hear that a number of high interest
cases were resolved earlier this year. I think it is
important not to lose sight of the fact that nearly
120,000 Soviet Jews have emigrated to Israel since
1971. Seen in the light of history, that figure seems
rather remarkable.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
Chairman, .
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations,
515 Park Avenue,
New York, New York.



o,

I hope we can get together soon and look
forward to seeing you.
Best regards,

A

Henry AL Kissinger



Dr{ Henry Kissinger
April 9, 1976
Page -2~

Mrg, Schindler joins me in expressing warmest regards to
you and your charming wife and in wishing you well at
this season of the year.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Alexandezr M. Schindler
Chairzan

|

bee: Mr. Yehuda Hellman
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson
Mr. Sganley Lowell



April 9, 1976

The Ednorable Eenry Kissinger
Secretary of Stata
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Kissinger:

I have just returned from my first visit to Israel as the
Chairman of the Presidents' Conference. X raised a few
evebrows and ruffled no few hairs there with what I said,
how I said 4t and to whom I said it. You may be sure that
not the least among my statements was an impassioned de-
fense of your policfes and person, All this is really too
insignificant to come to your attemntion, but I do want you
to know about it anyhow.

T am still hoping to have an opportunity to talk with you
privately. As a matter of courtesy, I asked Max to arrange
this but he has been unable to do so. I believe that such
a frank and private exchange, however brief, might be of
mitual benefit.

I turn to you now on another matter entirely and I do so
at this time out of an awarenass of the Chassidic tradi-
tion and the teachings of The Baal Shem Tov who believed
that at various times during the ysar the powers of Pidyon
Shevuim operate more intensely than at other times. Onme
such period is the weeks prior to Pesach, Zmon Cherutaynu.
I write to appeal for your intercession in behalf of two
Soviet Jews, Dr. Mikhail Shtern and Denjemin Levich. I am
certain their cases are all too familiar to you and that
you know how significant a solution of their plight would
be in all respects. It is my fond hope that you will do
your utmost to intercede in their behalf.

Now that I have done my mitzvah in prepzration for Pesach,
I feel a2 little better about it all, but still better will
I fell 4f you can helptme to bgring this mitzvah to ful-
£illment, '



October 5, 1976

Mr. Jacob Birmbaum

The Center for Russian Jewry
with

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry
200 West 72nd Street

New York, N.Y. 10023

Dear Jacob:

Thank you for the materials you were kind enough to share with
me,

I want you to know that while I am glad to support your recom-

mendations personally, I camnot do so officially without full
discussion and assent of the Presidents' Conference.

Gemar Tov.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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October 26, 1976

Mr. Warren B. Blumenthal
747 Ohio Avenue
North Tonawanda, N.Y. 14120

Dear lMr. Blumenthal:

Thank you for taking the time to share with me your views on the
matter of General Brown. I am grateful for your concern and your
comments.

As Chairman of the Presidents' Conference I articulate the view
of the Conference, as expressed through the democratic process and
my statement on CGeneral Brown was a consensus of the organizations
represented in the Conference.

You also ought to know the statement was based not just on a read-
ing of the article, but a careful reading of the transcript and on
the tape of the interview itself. Ceneral Brown referred not only
to Israel but to England and Iran as well, and clearly crossed the
line of the military into the realm of public policiy ftself, It
is my understanding thet President Ford severely reprimanded the
General for his expressed view which embarrassed the United States
not only vis-a-vis Israel but our other allies se well and with
good reason as an examination of the complete interview and a hear-
ing of the tape iitself will reveal.

Again, thank you for sharing your views with me.

Cordial Creetings,

Alexander M. Schindler

o



Warren B. Blumenthal
747 O|1i0 Avenue
Nov”] Tonuwunclo, New \/nrl 14120

October 20, 1976

Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y, 10021

Subject: The Censure of General Brown
Dear Rabbi Schindler:

This is to express my strong but respectful disapproval of the stand
of the Conference of Major Jewish Organizations, as articulated recently
by yourself and others, relevant to General Brown,

I, as a Jew, am committed in principle and practice to freedom of
speech, When a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff states that he con-
siders Israel a military burden, it is both his right to say what he
thinks and his duty to articulate his judgment on wmatters of national
security. The attempts of Jewish organizations to squelch expressions
of Gen., Brown's opinion violates the general's freedom of speech and
appears to be an unacceptable disregard for the opinions of mankind,

You are quoted in the press as saying, "Gen, Brown's statement
represents a dangerous intrusion of the military into the domain of
public policy, which our form of government clearly assigns to civil-
ian authority"., I object because General Brown's statement was a
military opinion on a worrisome subject, on which it is his duty to
form judgments. Whether he lacked grace or not is a subject worthy of
response by American Jews in their capacities as Americans, but not
by Jewish organizations,

Rabbi Walter S. Wursberger's reported statement appears to me to

be particularly objectionable. Reportedly, he stated, "Gen. Brown por-
trays dismal insensitivity to the vital security interests of the United
States, especially in the light of the broad conceasus of the American
people that a strong Israel represents an important bastion for defense
of democracy in the free world. It would appear that a rabbi is eligible
to proclaim what is sensitivity to vital security, but a general is not.
Should Rabbi Wursberger be free to express military opinion, but General
Brown not? Further, the evaluation of Israel as '"an important bastion"
by the general public cannot be a reason for Gen, Brown not to form and
express a military evaluation,

Basically, the issue to which I am addressing my comments is whether
the Jewish organizations are placing :objective justice as their goal., I
feel that often they are not, and their response to Gen, Brown's statements
is a specific example of this,

Yours sincerely,

«/ ) /
Wl 12§ lmen



November 9, 1976

My, Si Prunkin, Chairman

Southern California Council
for Soviet Jews

401 East 6th Street

Los Angeles, CA, 90014

Dear Mr., PFrumkin:

1 have your letter of November 2 as well as a letter addressed to me at
the Presidents’' Conference some days ago.

Needless to say, the information which you gent me is not new to me,
That includes the Hammer interview, which was called to my attention on
the day on which it appeared in print, althrugh I must note that I found
the infewmation which you gleaned from the reporter quite enlightening.

You do labor under an illusion when you think that I am part of the "decision-
making process on the emigration of Jews from the USSR to the USA." I was not
a part of the Committee of Eight. The International Steering Comuittee on
Soviet Jewry, of which I am a part, was not directly involved either. At the
last minute two American Jewish commmity organizations were ‘‘co-opted,” not
to share in the decision-making process, I take it, but merely to be told
what the decision was.

The entire issue is certainly norone-sided and we are faced with a cruel
dilemma. I would be most willing to be of help as we work toward a resolu~
tion of this terrible problem. But for the moment, at least, I am pretty
much helpless and there is little doubt in my mind that the problem was com-
pounded because the decisions were made without the wider involvement of our
commmities' leadership. If I can be of help I will, but in the meantime I
can only express my views privately and for the Reform Movement, which I have
every intention of doing.

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Herman
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8844 BURTON WAY / BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90211
RABBI MEYER HELLER

CANTOR BARUCH COHON CANTOR EDWARD KRAWLL

September 30, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

As President of the Presidents, you can do something to
influence the Committee of Eight who threaten to stop the
Exodus of Soviet Jews. Remind them that "Dropping out" of
Aliya to Israel is far preferable to being "Dropped out" of the
Jewish future by remaining in Russia. Remind them that the
Soviet Government does not respond to truth orjustice - could
care less about those trivalities, in fact - but only to
pressure. We must stand on the right of every human being
to choose his country of residence, and to change that choice
if he sees fit. Any other course is immoral.

Leaving Russia, under any pretext that will satisfy
Soviet law, is not immoral. Withholding our aid from our
own people is immoral.

I urge you to use the prestige of your office to press
the Committee of Eight to keep the Exodus going - keep the
doors of America open - encourage those who want to go to
Israel, yes, but the choice must be theirs!

I wish you a productive fast and a Good Year.

Sincerely,

Lo L Gl

CBC:gaw Cantor Baruch Cohon

THEODORE SHARFMAN, Educational Director



October 5, 1976

Cantor Baruch Cohen
Temple Emanuel

8844 Burton Way

Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211

Dear Baruch:

I have your letter in regard to the Committee of Eight and while
I am not directly involved in this magter I do want you to know
that I have made my views known to as many people as possible.

I shall continue to express my views whenever I have an oppor-
tunity.

With best wishes for the New Year, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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v September 21, 1976
“RiGeff
Congressmen William CGreen and Abner Mikva
Trade Subcommittee
House Ways and Means Committee
Cannon Building 233 _Re: Romania's MFN status and the
Washington, D.C. 20515 "Freedom of Emigration"

legislation
Dear Congressmen Green and Mikva:

I appreciate having been given the opportunity of testifying before
the Subcommittee last week. Unfortunately, in the rush to dispose
of Congressional business by the end of the month, no analysis was
made of ways of helping to ensure Romanian compliance with so
significant a piece of legislation, an exercise of Congressional
authority which provides millions of East Europeans with a sense of
protection and hope for the future.

In my testimony I indicated the necessitv of developing a series of
pressure points during the coming vear. The most effective of these
would be the strengthening of the now inadequate monitoring and
review facilities existing within the Subcommittee in relation to
Romanian emigration.

The Monitoring and Review Mechanism

I. Functions: The hundreds of cases coming in should not merely be
forwarded to the State Department without careful attention
within the Congressional framework. There is work of
compilation of information and coordination with involved
agencies to be done, so that Congress should --

a - have the best possible current picture at all timeSof
general trends and individual cases

b - be able to consult in authorative fashion with State, and
with such Romanian officials as happen to be in contact.

II. Composition: At least one full-time staff person, plus a
secretary/assistant. The unit would make monthlv reports to
members of the Committee.

ITI.Auspices: The findings would be formally reviewed every quarter
by a small oversight group of Congresspersons, appointed by
the Committee. This group would be empowered to hold detailed
"minor" hearings at any time but certainlv prior to the time
of the quarterly review. )

IV. Budget: A yearly allocation of $50,000 for the time being has
been suggested.

- cont'd -
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It is our conviction that this sum is a modest price to pay for
preventing a steep decline of Congress' authority in Fast Europe and
sustaining the hopes of those whose protection we represent.

Evidences of Romanian Good Faith

May we further suggest that a sense of the Committee's unease with

the present Romanian emigration situation be communicated to President

Ford and to the Romanian Ambassador himself. Much more concrete

assurances need to be sought from the Romanians this time,

accompanied by substantial evidences of good faith in the near

future. These should include --

1 - Early release of extreme cases.

2 - Cease harassing would-be emigrants.

3 - Raise emigration rates to Israel at not less that 3-400 a month
and maintain the continued growth rates to the United States.

Very sincerely vours,
( ‘

[ ™
1&69w Lﬁm%@uW\ -

fﬁJacob Birnbaum
National Director
cc: members of the Committee s




September 20, 1974

RESOLUTION ON MONITORING RO-
MANIA'S HUMAN RIGHTS AND
EMIGRATION RECORD

“Mr, KOCH. Mr. Speaker, today I am
vimruducmg on behalf of Congressman
RoserT . Drinan, Congressman CHRIS-
Toruer J. Dovn, and myself, a resolution
calling on the Soclalist Republic of Ro-

. mania either, to improve its record in
_emigration and its treatment of minori-
ties or to risk losing its most-favored-na-~
tion status. Briefly, for those who may
not be fully informed about this contro-
versy, the United States extended most-
‘favored-nation treatment to the Social-
ist Republic of Romania in 1975. Our
Government did this under the authority
provided by the Trade Act of 1954, which
allowed the sxtension of most-favored-
nation status and other trade privileges
to the so-called “nonmarket” or socalist
nations, provided those nations either
showed that they had a free emigration
peolicy or were making substantial prog-
ress toward such a goal. In the latter
case, the President is allowed to recom-
mend to the Congress that most-favored-
nation staus be granted, notwithstanding
the fact the nation receiving our tariff
advantages has a less than free emigra~
tien policy, if the President determines
that the policies of the government in
question, Homania in this case, will “lead

substantiaily” to the objectives of free
_emigratmn.« : S ;
Recently the sident recommended

that Romania receive most-fayored-na~
tlon status for another vear. The Con-
gress has until. October 15, 1976, to
“veto™ this extension through a. disap-
praval resolution thiat may be offered by
either House of Congress. Such a resolu-
tion would countermand the President's
determination that Romania deserves to
coutinue to receive most-favored-nation
status, based on the Congress’ own eval-
nation of Romania’s record in emigra-
tion and other matters.

In addition, I have heen concerned

about the status of minorities, ineluding
Unguistic minorities, in Romania, most
notably the Hungarian-spesking Roma-
nian minority. In urging that the Coni-
gress recognize their complaints as part
of the spirit of the human rights sectiin
of the Trade Act of 1974, Thave been ask-
ing that the Congress consider the fun-
damental rights of this minority as part
of the overall situation that should bhe
réviewed, when the trade status of Ro-
mania is considered.
" The resolution that we are introducing
todsy would ask the President §p submit
to Congress and to the newly estaklished
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Furope—-the Helsinki Monitoring
Commission established this past sum-
mer—a report on the status of both the
freedom of emigration and minority
rights in Romania. Such a repott wounld
be requested irimediately and also each
thne the President mede an application
for estension of most-favored-nation
treatment for Romania.,

In addition, the Co'mmssxon on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe is re-
anested hy this resalution to transmit a

(K ocie- DRVAN Rigdelenfin

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —- HOUSE

report to each House of Congress on both
the freedom of emigration in Romania
and the status of minorities in that
country. This Commission was estab~
lished to help monitor the Helsinki
Agreement, particularly the promise of
human freedoms contained in that decu-
ment, and the dutics assigned to it by
this resolution are in keeping with the
goals and purposes of the Commission,

- At the present time, the Congress must

rely on the very knperfact. device of an~-

nual hearings before the Trade Sub-

committees of the House Ways and

Means Committee and the Senate Fi-

nance/Committee to aitempt to menitor

the performance of Komania under the

Trade Act of 1974 with respect to emi-

gration angd the other humen rights en-

couraged by that legislation. The Com-

mission can provide a timely and useful

additional monitoring device,

. Ts resolution also ssks that addi-

tionad money be made available lo the

Subcommittee on Trade of the House

Ways and Means Committee, in order

that it might better perform its duties*
with respect to the Trade Act of 1974,
This is not meant in any way as a criti-
cism af that subcommittee, its chairman,
or its staff, who have done a first-rate
job of dealing with the provisions of sec~
tion 402, the human rights section of the
Trade Act. However, the increasing vol-
ume of peopie seeking assistance from
the Congress 'in expediting the appli-
cations of friends or relstives for visas to
leave Romania means that additional
staff is needed in order to make sure
that both our own State Department and
the Romanian Ambassador to the United
States are aware of the congressional
interestin those who are seeking to leave
Romania,

I am concerned that if most-favored-
nation status is continued for Romania,
there must be monitoring of that coun-
try’s emigration: and human rights pol-
icies. Many names of those who are
seeking to come to the United States
have heen submitted to the Romanian
Government, by Members of Congress on
behalf of constituents. The Romanian =
Government has provided adequate gx-
planations in some cases, inudequate in
others, and in some cases none at all. As
a g;mdition of recelving most-favored-
natio

respect to all those whose names have
been submitted for emigration. i
Finally, Mr. Speaker, this resoluticm

declares that if the Socialist Republi at\

Romanis continnes to resfriet the oy

dom of its citizens in the exercise M
their fundamental human rights snd
cultural freedom, especially the right to
emigrdte, then it is the sense of the
House of Representatives that mast-
favored-nation treatment for Romania
should be terminated. Unforiunately, as

I have requested formation from me
Romanian Ambassador on the status of
many emigration cases in which I am
interested, I have concluded that the
Congress must be willing to take the
drastic step ¢f halting the most-favored-
nation treatment of Romania in order to
impress on the Romanian Government
that section 402 does impose a meaning-

status, th: Romanion Govern- -
ment must provide full information with

W st H10583

ful obligation on the Government of
Romania to make its best efforts in the
areas of emigration and human rights.

I am appending & copy of the resolu-

tion we are introducing today:

% H. BRps. 1856

Whereas section 402 of the Trade Act of
1974 establishes the dedication of the United
_States to the protection of fundamental hu-
man rights and cultural freedom, especially
the right to emigrate;

Whereas such dedicatiof has been recon-
firmed by the signing e United States
of the Helsinkl Agreement (The Final Act of
the Conmrgnoe on Cooperation and Security
in Buropg) which agregment was also signed
by Canada and thirty-three European na-
tions, incmdmg um Soclalist Republic of

Romania;

Whereas the swknstmpubrwo! Romania
has Testrioted the freedom of its citizens in
the exercise of their fundamental human
rights -and cultursl freedom, including the
exercise of such rights and freedom with re-
spectito eduowmi religlon, emigratioc, and
ianguage; and -

Whereas such ‘ﬂsfbxictlon by the Socialist

Republic of Romania is inconsistent with the

goals of the Trade Act of 1974 and the Hel-
‘sinki Agreement: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, by the House of Representatives—
{#That the Prestdent is requested to transmit
10 each House.pf Congress and to the Com-~
mlasmn on Secyrity and Cooperation in Eu-
& report with respect to the freedont of
& citizens of the Sociallst Republic of
mama to exercise their fundamental bu-
m rights and culjural freedons, especmi!y
the right to emigrate;
That the President is requestm to t1ansm5
wtheecagreuaroportwmamspec to the
lora of the citizens of the Socisilst Re~ -
He of Romania to exerciss their funda~-
human rlghts and cultural freedoms, |
mwly “the right to emigrate, each time
'dent makes a reguest for authority
;to wa the ‘application of section 202 (a)-
: of the Trade Act of 1974 or for au-

: (1) ¢
%m to extend the United Stafes-Bo-

’muan Trade agreement itself;

That the Commission on Security wund
looperation n ¢ is requested to. Arans-
boeﬁchMot Congress a report with
wpect o the freedom of the citizens of the
‘Sociallst Republic of Romania to eraigrate
m the gtatus of }maor*tim ;n t.he Social
Republic of Romania;

#Phat 1t is the sense of the' Hduse of Rep-
mnﬁames that if the Socialist Republic
of Romenia continues to restrict the freedom
of its eltizens in the exercise of their fund-
mental human rights and cultural freedom,

ally fhe right to emigrate, then ike
& ‘United States-Romanian Trade Agree-
et and the most-favored nation trestment
he Bocialist Republic of Homania by the
4 States should be ferminated: and
; tabie from
“contiugent Houe; $60.000
for th¥ Trade Subeommztm ot the Cowme~:
mitiee on Ways and Means of rhe House of
Iz;prescntafhes for the expenses of acauiring
additional staff to assist such subconuuittes
in earrving out ils duties under the Trade
Aok, of 1974, Payment of such amount shall
bo made upon vouchers signed by the chalr-
wan of =uch subcommittee.

>
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AN EXAMINATION OF ROMANIAN POLICY ON EMIGRATION

TESTIMONY BY JACOB BIRNBAUM
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR RUSSIAN JEWRY & STUDENT STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY, N.Y.C.
AT HEARINGS BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE OF THE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES CONGRESS, TUESDAY, SEPTEMEER 14, 1976.
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ROMANIAN POLICY ON EMIGRATION

TESTIMONY BY JACOB BIRNBAUM
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR RUSSIAN JEWRY & STUDENT STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY AT
HEARINGS BEFORE SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE OF THE HOUSE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE, SEPT.14,1976.

Mr. Chairman, I have been engaged in the struggle for human rights in East
Europe for thirteen years, mainly but by ne means exclusively in behalf of Jews. In
the spring of 1964, I founded the Student Struggle fer Seoviet Jewry and twe years later
the Center fer Russian Jewry. Last year, follewing my intervention with Remanian Ambase
saders Begdan and DaScu in behalf ef a Remanian Jew, Andre Asher, sentenced to death for
econemic crimes, I became mere and more involved with the preblems ef Remanian Jewish
emigration., After a few days, Ambassader Datcu called me to say that Asher's sentence
had been commuted te twenty years;imprisonement (Asher was 64). Since then , letters
frem relatives of would-be emigrants frem Romania to the UsS., Israel and elsewhere, as
well as discussions with beturned visitors , have given me a picture of the internal
emigration situatien, and have enabled me te compile lists of would-be emigrants, the latest
of which is herewith attached (U.S., Israel, Canada)s A good part of this testimony will
be authenticated by appropriate quotations frem these letters,

In 1975, the Congress agreed to the President's request te waive the require-
ments of section 402 of Title IV of the Trade Act (Jan.3, 1975) denying MFN and credit
privileges te Romania, on the understanding that substantial pregress was being made
and weuld in future be made to impreve that country's emigratien practices. Unfortunately,
(does not point te such progress.

“the evidence|
Twe tests can be made to ascertain the situation :
A. Increase or decrease of numbers of emigrants, B Volume of complaints re obstacles.

Ao Numbers

The statistics have been used in misleading fashion to show impertant increases,
A group of months in 1975 and 1976 have been compared to indicate a doubling. The overall
picture heweveris different . The combined Romanian emigrant totals for Israel and the U.S.
for 1973 and 1974 shew well over 4,000 fer each of those years. Fer 1975 (in the middle ef
which MFN was extended) we have about 3,000, while the 1976 total point§toc semething in the
region of 3,200, A farther breakdown of these totals as between Israel and the U,S. will
prove illuminating. While in the years before 1975, Romanian emigration to the U.S. ranged
from 19 in 1967 to 407 in 1974, under pressure from Congress that figure rose to 945 in
1975, te a possible 1,000 er 1100 in 1976, Percentage -wise this may be considered a large
increase bit in terms of the totals hardly a skgnificant ameunte Incidentally, very few of
these are Jews. Last week, however, a HIAS representative reported that 2,900 Romanian Jews
were registered with his agency for immigration te the U.S.

An examination of Romanian immigration to Israel indicate a startling decline in
recent years. 1972 « 3,000, 1973 = 4,000, 1974 « 3,700, 1975 (MFN year) - 2008, 1976 =
again pointing te slightly ever 2,000, The monthly figures can be juggled in deceptive
fashion but the larger perspective dramatically illuminates Bucharest!s real policy.

Much has been made of the ageing and the decline in numbers ef the Romanian Jewish
community. There is however considerable evidence to indicate that the 19734 levels of
L4y 000 could easily be reached again and even raised to 5,000 and mere for ‘a number of
years. Well over a year ago, a highly placed Romanian personage said that he believed that
befere 1975 was over, some 3 to 4, 000 Jews will have emigrated to Israel. Though the actual
figure was 2,008, he must have regarded the higher figure as a completely reasonable one.
Furthermere, he estimated that by 1980 anéther 20 = 30, 000 Jews may have opted to emigrate.
He must have had in mind a figure of 4 « 6,000 a year for five years, I have also been
informed that a very authorative source reported that a conservative Israeli estimate of
Romania's Jewish emigration potential was not less than 40,000,
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Discouragement of Applications for Emigration.

The bare statistics just discussed do not convey the ameunt of unnesessary
suffering eften undergone in the precess of leaving Romania. The extracts from the
communications in my possession qouted here will give some indication of this,.
Unfortunately, after some soul searching, I decided not to name my sources at this timse,
though they are of course available to the Chairman and committee members en request.

informed me

Fear : A very recently returned visitor/that he had been told in Bucharestthat anyone

whose name appeared on a list from abroad 'yill never leave"; that some of these
people had been warned and intimidated because theye names had appeared on such list. Those
who spoke to my informant all refused to introduce themseves. The work of gathering in.
formation this past year has been most difficult because of the lack of communication en-
gendered by an often pervasive fear. There are persons who, though desperate to join their
relatives in the U.S. "have not gotten to the stage of applying for a visa at the U.S.
Embassy --= in fact most never even contacted the Embassy for information " in the words
of an authorative source. We do of course know of persons who have gone., Last summer, for
example, would-be applicants were emboldened by the knowledge that Congress was concerned,

Applying for A Passpost : Here are several stages as reported by a knowledgeable source.
¥ The mere fact of applying fotr a passport implies a long ordeal.

1. First step: Asking your employer for his permission. The applicant must appear before
the Director of place of work and the local party committee to argue why he or she wants

to leave and to face their aggressive questioning, threats and attempts to dissuade,

2, If he is stubbdrn enough , he will reash the next step, this time at the People's Council
of the Ddstrict - a similar test of steadfastness and obstination.

3¢ If he survives, he may register on a waiting list at the local police station for the
application forms., omly to be told that the forms are"out of print", In December,1975
they remained unavailabke for months,

4, After applying, the attempts to convince or frighten resume at regular intervals, some-
times every month, "

"We cannot force our citizens to emigrate" An extact from a recent letter, involving a
simple case of family reunion in the U.S. with
no complications of any kind, will illustrate the above: "Despite her repeated requests, they
refused systematically td give her application forms for travel documents and xx exit visas.
She was finally sent by the police in charge of handling these problems to the Communist
party boss of the city who tried to intimidate and dissuade her from applying for the reu~
nification of her family. Her problem was discussed by the party "cell" ofv her place of
worke. They called a meeting attended by the employees and she had to explain publicly her
reasons for asking to leave. I believe the new stratagem of the Romanian Authorities
is to refuse thw petitioners the right to file for travel documents and when questions from
abroad arise, the answer may be " Sorry but the people you mention never filed an applicg-
tion and we don't force our citizens to emigrate .* This has indeed been a common reply by
Romanian officials, from President Ceausescu down.

Some Consequences of Applying for Emigration

Job Displacement and Demotion s These are not uncommon occurrences. An old couple in their
AT 80s wrote = Our son asked for a visa about two years ago.

Ever since, he and his wife were sent out of their jobs and now theyand their young children
are close to starving. Every week they are told they will never leave',

From a smiggled letter - " I applied for emigration in July 1975 because I believed it was

a fortunate moment, since at that time the Romanian Govt. got from the American Congress the
Most Favored Nation clause which required the liberalization of emigration. I hoped that in
such circumstances the Romanian authorities would agree te my leaving the country. But on
the second day, I was put out of my sciehtific work, discharged of job and my wages cut down.
Almost every day I have been called to several autherities and unofficially in a “friendly"
manner advised to withdraw my petition, because anyway I shall ndt be allowed to go, I shall
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be fired and be jobless -- my stubborness would spoil my life and destroy me professionally.
-= my situation is indeed desperate: to live for me in Romania is no more possible wighout
job, and to leave the country I am not allowed."

Separation of Couples and Prohibition of Marriages with Non-Romanians :

A young man wrote: " The permanent incertitude regarding emigration forced us
to postpene our marriage and we lived four years as husband and wife (without formal marriage
I managed te leave Romania but my fiance has little hope to leave. She was several times
hindered to hand in the application. Moreover, the Govt. has forbidden(!) Romanian citi=
zens living in Romania te marry these who left the countrye This law is kept secret, has
never been published - as many others of the same kind."

A young woman of Romanian origin has returned to visit Romania many times during
the past few years in her effowts to marry her fiance, still trying to leave.

Punishing Children for the Deeds of their Parents: A young woman writes - "My application

for emigration was turned down because
of father®s alleged "guilt", A man with young children has been told again and again
that he will never leave because of his father!s "guilt", has been demoted from his profes-
sional pesitien and forced to take a rough menial bare subsistence jobe. The family lives
in a state of abject misery and constant humiliation from the neighbors.

Hardest Cases: The State Insists on Ceaseless Punishment in the Name of its Justice

A number of former managers, trade officials, administrators became onmeshed
Buring the1950s and 1960s in the power shifts of Romanian politics and were seapegoated.
Usually, they were accused of economic crimes. Often, whether their guilt was real or not,
they were sentenced to leng imprisonment and fined enormous sums, impossible to pay off,
Now elderly, sick and old, many of these people are living out the remainder of their lives
with bitter memories of prison and before that, the murder of their families by the Nazis.
Mostly, they wish to leave Europe behind and join relatives in Israel or elsewhere.
Whether they were guilty or not and whatever the degree of any guilt, they more than served
their time, they have suffered enough. This kind of state-ordained eternal punishment can
no longer be regarded as Justice but as something else., They should finally be let go.

A young?ﬁhn from Israel wrote: " My father was injustly involved in a deliberately
made-up antisemitic trial . These were the trials of the Romanian Jews who had been working
in Romanian foreign trade, that took place 1958 - 1964, The principle aim of these terrible
trials, with both economic and political consequences, was to remove all Jews holding senier
positions in Romanian foreign trade at that time =~ It is hard to understand how the tragic
reality of these trials in which the only ones convicted were Jews, was hidden to world
opnion", She concludes "My parents are elderly and sick, completely alone(all my mother's
family are in Israel, while my father's was completely exterminated by the Nazis).Their
single natural desire after having wrongfully suffered for so long is to join me, their
only child, in Israe."

Another man was refused till he paid enormous fines for himself, the equally
enormous fines of two others accused with him were alsoypaid off, plus accumulated interest
over the many years, plus collection expenses | (I:bs%\

Conclusion : With the 1975 waiver of MEN legislation and President Ford!s assurances, we
might have expected a substantial empansion of Romanian emigration and a
diminuition of internal obstacles rather than what we have seen<a steep declihe and
increased lowal difficulties, Out of a minimum Romanian Jewish emigration potential of
40, 000, only 2,000 a year are permitted to leave. This being so, a straightforward waiver
of subsection 402 a.&b. of Title IV of the Trade Act, withholding MFN to a country which
"denies its citizens the right or opportunity to emigrate", will need some justifying.
There is little, if any,evidence that last year's waiver "substantially promoted the ob-
jectives of freedom of emigratiom". -jk-ﬁﬁbeunwgwogpw{lk would seem appropriate for Congree:
to ask the President to seek from the Romanians renewed and very concrete"assurances®iiR
that the emigration practices of their country will henceforth lead substantially to the
- achievement of the objectives of freedom of emigration¥.

: I retain the belief that there is sufficient goodwill between the Romanian Govt.
¥ RECTMMEN DAT NS
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and ourselves for a better resolution of problems in the coming months., Bucharest has so
much to gain from American support, American know=how, American technology, American trade,

that an uncomplicated emigration policy would be a small price to pay for the enormous
potential benefits of an untroubled relationship with Washington.

Establishment of a Congressional Review Mechanism for Romanian Emigration

There is a lack of of steady consultation, coordination and information exchange between
the various involved agencies in Washington. To this end, it would seem helpful to establish
some form of systematic congressional review mechanism whose function would be to

a) ascertsin more precisely than hitherto the current Romanian emigration situation, both
in terms of numbers and of internal operation

b) lead to a more informed and frequent dialogue with the Romanians on the individual cases.

To be effective, the review mechanism would have to meet regularly, say, bi-
monthly,with provision for plenty of mutual consultation among staff people between formal
meetingse
Rews€ [LESoLuTion OR Comm TTEE DECISioN TO HELY FUATHER HEARINES N Novimii (2
Addendum

A Romanian Emigre's Perception of the American Role in East Europe

A few days aga I received a letter from Ewrope, from which I extract:

“The fact that the U.S. became interested in my case was decisive. Not even money,
usually the most successful way of emigration (from Romania) helped me. My relatives paid
$5,000 to a go-between but to no avail. American political influence could supplement the
tmoney! method. =-- I think that Washington is not totally aware how strong its influence
in that part of the world could be."

He insists ob the importance of the U.S. keeping up its political pressure on the
Romanians and warns of the dangers of "weak U.S. diplomatical activity".

He concludes $"DON!T TRUST WORDS AND PROMISES, ASK FOR FACTS "
By 'facts', he means concrete evidences of Romanian good faith in terms of emigration.



November 29, 1976

Rabbi Scott M. Sperling
Temple Jeremiah

8333 Airport Bbulevard
Los Angeles, CA, 90045

Dear Scott:

Thank you for your letter of November 18th.

Certajuly I will always speak my mind, you ¢can be assured of that,

I have never been known to swallow my tongue. Every once in awhile,
however, I do feel constrained to defer to the comsensus of my office
and since the Presidents' Conference has mot taken a stand on this
particular issue my public voice is just a bit muted, But when it
counts, you can count on me to hollex!

Warm good wishes.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



8333 AIRPORT BOULEVARD
LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90045
776-4074, 645-5353

SCOTT M. SPERLING RABBI
MORDECAI |I. SOLOFF, RABBI EMERITUS
DAVID JULIAN, CANTOR

Nov, 18, 1976

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

I have two purposes in writing to you., One of which is to offer a belated
thank you for your note of congratulations on my installation this past
month, The second is to express my deep concern over the issue of Soviet
Jewish immigratione, I am deeply worried that HIAS and other Jewish
organizations are going to cease giving aid to the so-called "drop-outs"
in Vienna, It is my firm belief that we have no right to dictate to our
Soviet Jewish brothers and sister§who have managed to escape Russian
oppression, what their final point of destination is to be. Thev have the
same right of free choice to settle in Israel or not to settle there

as I have, or any other Jew, From my perspective, it would be an immoral
and cowardly act on our part to withhold any help from any Soviet Jew,
based on their desire to settle anywhere other than Israel, I hope that
in the coming weeks and months that you will speak out on behalf of the
principle of freedom of choice, both as President of the UAHC and as
President of the Conference of Major Jewish Organizations. The specter of
the process of 'selekzia' being carried out by Jewish bureaucrats on fellow
Jews seeking to escape to freedom is more than I wish to imagine. I hope
that this will never come to pass.

Shalom v'kol goo

Vs Ve
U S L’@Q&U—
Rabbi Scott M, Sperling

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS



December 23, 1976

My, David Bambcrger
1555 Lincoln Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44107
Dear My, Bamberger:

Thank you for your letter of December 20 and the article by Abba
Eban, I am grateful to you for sharing your concern with me.

Let me assure you that I am committed to the rights of Soviet
Jews to emigrate to the country of their choice and to their
right to a Jewish life in the U.S.8.R.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Chairman



DAvID BAMBERGER
1555 LINCOLN AVENUE
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44107

December 20, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Conference of lMajor Jewish
Organizations

838 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I would like to express my agreement
with the opinions expressed by Abba Eban
in the enclosed article, urging assistance
for all Jews who wish to leave Russia,
including the so-called dropouts who do
not choose to go to Israel.

It is surely not for us in the U.S.,
particularly during the season of
Hanukkah, to take any actions which would
tend to deny freedom to any Jew --
particularly those who, like us, choose to
live in lands outside of Israel.

Sincerelyy

-~
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‘Point of View=

Do Not Withhold Assistance
To Soviet Jewish 'Dropouts’

(Editor’s note: The Soviet Jewry ‘“dropout” issue is cur-
rently under intensive discussion and analysis in Jewish
communities throughout the world. A special committee of
Israeli and American Jewish leaders, the Interorganiza-
tional Committee on Soviet Jewish Emigration headed by
Max Fisher, is studying the situation in all its ramifications.
Because of the importance of the issue, the Jewish Tele-
- graphic Agency is publishing an article written by former
Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban exclusively for the

JTA).
. By ABBA EBAN

JERUSALEM (JTA)--
Israelis and American Jews
alike believe that Jews who
emigrate from the Soviet
Union to the United States
with Israeli visas do great
disservice to the central in-
terests of the Jewish people.

They exchange the idea of
a Jewish homeland for the
opportunistic notion of indi-
vidual welfare. They bring
discredit on the powerful
historic theme in the name
of which their deliverance
was secured. They reward
the State of Israel for their
own redemption by reducing
the dignity and authenticity
of the very statehood which
has served them in their
ordeal.

Every resource of
persuasion and incentive
should be put to work to
bring this moral paradox to
an end.

Yet with all the severity of
this judgment, I hope that
American Jewish organiza-
tions will reject any advice
to withhold aid and compas-
sion from Soviet Jews who
reach a free haven any-
where in the world. The
deepest issues of Jewish fra-
ternity are here at issue.
Since our Jewish relation-
ship is fraternal it imposes
an unconditional solidarity.

Zionism has an absolute
obligation to the interests of
every Jew, in rectitude or in
error, for better or for
worse. The obligation is

transcendent and all-em-
bracing. It springs to our
conscience from the depths
of our tragic history. And it
is sustained by memories too
poignant to discard.
Intolerable Moral
Implication
Aliyah is a unique and a
translateable idea. But it is
totally incompatible with
any concept of coercion. If it
lacks the voluntary impulse
it becomes drained of its
nobility. Nor is there much

" prospect of durability in a

sojourn in Israel engendered
by the pressure of depriva-
tion imposed by a docile but
reluctant American Jewish
decision. The moral impli-
cation is intolerable.
American Jews who have
shown an infinitely smaller
tendency towards aliyah
than Soviet Jewry have no
right to compel Soviet Jews
to fulfill an obligation that
American Jews ignore with
such totality. The American
Jewish kettle is not entitled
to call the Soviet Jewish pot
black or any other color.
Whatever the motives for
the American Jewish record
on aliyah it must surely
generate a decent humility
towards Soviet Jews who, in
their fatigne and confusion,
are unable to fulfill the dic-
tates of our national history.
When Zionism celebrated
its decisive political victory
after World War I, its lea-

ders took a double and paral-

lel course. (Chaim) Weiz-

Abba Eban
mann and his colleagues ap-
peared before the peace
conference in 1919 with their
call for recognition of Jewish
national independence.

And Nahum Sokolow, rep-
resenting Zionism in its full
sovereignty, joined Louis
Marshall and Julian Mack in
their efforts to protect the
civil and collective Jewish
rights of Jewish communi-
ties in Europe.

The Libel Of Indifference

The most satanic and hein-
ous anti-Zionist propaganda
after the second World War
sought to saddle Zionism
with the sin of indifference to
the savifig of Jewish lives
other than those destined for
Eretz Israel. We dare not
accord retroactive validity
to his libel by giving our
Jewish solidarity a paroch-

ial or selective interpreta-
tion.

When we rightly assert
that a Jewish State, had it
existed in the 19405 would
have saved the' lives of mil-
lions of Jews, the diagnosis
certainly 1nc1udes not only
those who would have “‘come
home” in the fullest sense,
but also those who would
have used a sovereign Jew-
ish passport for their varied
forms of personal deliver-
ance.

Division Would Be Tragic

I hope that Israeli leaders
who wish to obey an integral
Zionism, free of any Cana-
anitish emphasis, should
think again and liberate
American Jewish leaders
from a pressure that goes
against every fraternal and
humane impulse. In any
case this is a theme on which
American Jews have a right,
and perhaps a duty, to assert
their independent judgment.

Nothing could be more
tragic than to embark on a
policy that would cause divi-
sion between American
Jews and each other, be-
tween American and Rus-
sian Jews, between Israel
and the Jews of the two main
diasporas. If we séparate
our disapproval of the drop-
out process from our hum-
ane duty to those involved,
these discords can still be
avoided.

Israeli Children Study U.S. Jewry

JERUSALEM (JTA)--
Some 1500 high school stu-
dents in 18 schools in the
Matte Yehuda region near
Jerusalem began this wee*
an educational proje~’
“Jews in the Unite”

The project
the Inter-

Center

salem, in ~
the Mi’
an’ ~




To Mr. Shindler

President of the USA Jewish Presidents Council

Mr. President!

OQur relative and friend - Alexander Feldman is now under the threat of
the repeated conviction in Sovigt prison.

Three and a half years ago, after the trial, framecd-up by KGB, Alexander
Feldman was condemned to a long imprisonment term and this term is now going
to its end.

The fact of repeated conviction of a Jewish repatriation activist even
before his term has finished is unprecedented in the Soviet Jews' movement
for the immigration right.

We know, Mr. President, how much has already done By your Council for
the Boviet Jewry. That is why we appeal to you with our deep request to use
all your influence in order to prevent this terrible thing. Your support can
help to Alexander Feldman to reunite with his family and his friendsin the

land of Israel.

With sicere respect and hope
Alexander Feldman's family,
The Israel Committce for Alexander Feldman's Liberation.
March 23, 1977.

Jerusalem,
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Telegram
May 17, 1977

The President
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

We are distressed to learn that the trial of Moscow Jew, Iosef Begun,
will be held tomorrow and that the investigation of Anatoly Shchransky
has been intensified.

Negative results of the trial could have a deleterious impact on popular
attitudes towards improving East-West relations.

Respectfully request your immediate attention.

Eugene Gold, Chairman
National Conference on Soviet Jewry

Rabbi Schindler, Chairman
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 0rgan1zat1ons

cc: Robert Lifschutz Counsel to the President
Stuart Eizenstat, Counsel to the President



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2/

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 20, 1977

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman
Conference of President of Major
American Jewish Organizations

515 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Schindler:

On behalf of President Carter, I want to thank you for
your comments concerning the plight of Anatoly Shcharansky
in the Soviet Union.

Mr. Shcharansky remains in detention in Moscow and has
not, according to our information, been formally charged by
Soviet authorities. Secretary Vance expressed our concern
for Mr. Shcharansky to the Soviet Government soon after Mr.
Shcharansky was detained. Allegations in the Soviet press
that Mr. Shcharansky collaborated with the CIA were also
denied publicly by President Carter.

During his visit to Moscow in March, Secretary Vance
emphasized to Soviet officials our interest in the resolu-
tion of a large number of cases of Soviet Jews refused exit
visas for Israel. A list of several hundred names, includ-
ing Mr. Shcharansky's, was submitted to the Soviet Govern-
ment.

Our commitment to promote human rights at home and
abroad has been made clear, including our commitment to
the principles of freedom of emigration and family reunifi-
cation. These fundamental human rights have been set forth
in internationally accepted documents such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Final Act of the
Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.



You may be certain that our efforts in defense of
human rights will continue to be an integral element in the
conduct of our foreign policy.

Hodding Car#er III
Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs and
Department Spokesman
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December 8, 1976
Alexander Schindler
Conf, Major Jewish Organizations
838 5th Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Schindler,

We have been working and speaking for the policy of
"Save Soviet Jewry" since its inception and we believe
that we still have a moral obllgatlon to help Jews
leave Russia.

We fully endorse their emigration to Israel and we
recognize that their vitality and talent can add to the
strength of Israel. However, in those instances where
they exercise their option to immigrate to some state
other than Israel we believe that they should have that
freedom of choice and that World Jewry should support
them in those efforts.

rely, <;z>

Rabbl J

Dolores Colker, Chairperson, Committee On World Affairs

Affiliated with the “United Synagogue of America” Ow ne



December 23, 1976

Rabbi Jacolb Pressman

Nr. Maxwell Hillary

¥s. Dolores Golker

Temple Beth Am

1039 Bouth La Cienega Blvd,
los Angeles, CA, 90035

Dear Friends:

Many thenks for your letter in vegard to Soviet Jewry. I am grateful
to you for sharing with me your concerns.

14

Let wme assure you that T am committed to the rizhts of Soviet Jews
to a Jewish 11fe within the U.S.S.R, 38 well as to the right to
smigrate to the country of thelyr cholce.

.fmthb every good wish, I am

Sincsrely,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Chaivrman
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President
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A, SRR LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90035
Executive Director 655-6401 652-7353

December 8, 1976
Alexander Schindler
Conf. Major Jewish Organizations
838 5th Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Schindler,

We have been working and speaking for the policy of
"Save Soviet Jewry" since its inception and we believe
that we still have a moral obligation to help Jews
leave Russia.

We fully endorse their emigration to Israel and we
recognize that their vitality and talent can add to the
strength of Israel. However, in those instances where
they exercise their option to immigrate to some state
other than Israel we believe that they should have that
freedom of choice and that World Jewry should support
them 1n those efforts.

rely,

Rabbi J Mﬂn

Ma 11 Hlllary

r, President

Lo~

Dolores Colker, Chairperson, Committee On World Affairs

Affiliated with the “United Synagogue of America”

Rabbis
JACOB PRESSMAN

HARRY A. SILVERSTEIN

Cantors

SAMUEL KELEMER
SIMON SCHIMMEL
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Chairman
Eugene Gold. New York

Vice Chairpersons

David Blumberg, B'nai B'rith

Lewis D Cole, National Jewish
ommunity Relations Advisory Council
Rabbi David Hiil,

National Council of Young Israel
Charlotte Jacobson,

World Zionist Organization,
American Section

Joel J. Sprayregen. Chicago. III.

Treasurer

Jacqueline Levine, Metropolitan N.J.
Financial Secretary

Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia, Pa.
Secretary

Sol Goldstein, Baltimore, Md.
Immediate Past Chairman

Stanley H. Lowell,
American Jewish Congress

Executive Committee

Beatrice Feldman, Hadassah
Florence Fleischer,

Women's American ORT

Arthur Levine,

United Synagogue of America
Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles, Cal.
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein,
Synagogue Council of America
Richard Maass,

American Jewish Committee

Dr Allen Pollack,

Labor Zionist Alliance

Rabbi Steven Riskin

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry
Harriet Rosenthal

National Council of Jewish Wamen
Will Stern, Workmen's Circle
Norman D. Tilles, Providence. R.I

Executive Director
Jerry Goodman

Washington Representative
Marina Wallach

August 5, 1977

Mr. David Blumberg, President
B'nai B'rith

1640 Rhode Island Ave., N,W,
Washington, D,C, 20036

Dear Dave,

Your letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, in regard to
helping determine the priorities of American Jewish life, deserves
attention., The issue is especially important in terms of the
many concerns facing the Jewish community in this country
and in our relationship to the Administration and the United
States Congress in regard to these issues, It is also reflected
in the amount and the variety of resources we allocate to coping
with these matters,

At some proper occasion the leadership of the major umbrella
organizations in this country should begin to ventilate this matter.
You may recall that this was part of the reason for convening
the Joint Committee meeting of the NCSJ and the Presidents’
Conference. I know how strongly you feel about this matter,
and I do appreciate your sending me the letter.

With best wishes, I remain
Sincerely,
Eugene Gold
Chairman

cc: Theodore R, Mann, NJCRAC
Jerald C, Hoffberger, CJFWF
Lawrence Weinberg, AIPAC

’*‘ Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Presidents' Conference
Leonard R, Strelitz, UJA

EG:sg

National Office: 11 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y.10036 e (212) 354-1510/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y.
Washington Office: 1712 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 e (202) 797-8950

National Conference on Soviet Jewry



B ,NA I B - R I T H ‘!640 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 - (202) 857-6600

June 24, 1977

DAVID M. BLUMBERG
President

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman
Conference of Presidents of

Major American Jewish Organizations
515 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022

Dear Alex:

With all the confusion that seems to be in the air at
the present time relative to the major priorities of
American Jewish life, it would seem logical to me that
you, as Chairman of the Presidents Conference, would
want to get together with the leaders of the major
umbrella organizations in this country to develop

some guidelines as to how these priorities can be
handled.

You will note that I am sending copies of this letter

to the leaders of the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council, Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare Funds, American Israel Public Affairs Committee,
United Jewish Appeal, and the National Conference on
Soviet Jewry, so that they will be acquainted with my
thoughts on the subject matter.

If this be chutzpah on my part, so be it, but I do not

believe that we can continue in the American Jewish com-
munity to have questions raised about our unity without
you and the other leaders sitting down to talk about it.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

David M. Blumberg
DMB/s

%

cc: Theodore R. Mann, NJCRAC
Jerold C. Hoffberger, CJFWF
Lawrence Weinberg, AIPAC
Leonard R. Strelitz, UJA

Eugene Gold, NCSJ



B ’NAI B ’RI T H 1640 RHODE {SLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D.C.20036 + (202) 857-6600

DAVID M. BLUMBERG
President

July 7, 1977

Ms. Edith J. Miller

Assistant to the President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Edie:

Thanks very much for your letter of June 30.
Rabbi Schindler did not discuss my letter of
June 24 with me when I saw him in Washington
yesterday. I presume I will see him in Israel;

I am leaving this evening.

I delivered your regards to your B'nai Bfrith
friends -- they are all glad to hear from you.

Sincerely,

David M. Blumberg

DMB/s



June 30, 1977

Mr. David M. Blumberg, President
B'nai B'rith

1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear David:

Your June 24th letter to Rabbi Schindler has just reached
this office. He is out~of-the-city and not due back at

this office until mid-July.

Since you and Alex will be seeing each other in Washington
on July 6th, I am asking Yehuda to take a copy of the letter
to Washington and perhaps you will have an opportunity to
discuss it with Alex when you are together.

Have a wonderful summer and please convey my warmest regards
to Janice and all my B'nai B'rith friends.

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President

cc: Yehuda Hellman



B QNAI B ’R I T H 1640 RHODE {SLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D.C.20036 + (202) 857-6600

June 24, 1977

DAVID M. BLUMBERG
President

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman
Conference of Presidents of

Major American Jewish Organizations
515 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022

Dear Alex:

With all the confusion that seems to be in the air at
the present time relative to the major priorities of
American Jewish life, it would seem logical to me that
you, as Chairman of the Presidents Conference, would
want to get together with the leaders of the major
umbrella organizations in this country to develop

some guidelines as to how these priorities can be
handled.

You will note that I am sending copies of this letter

to the leaders of the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council, Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare Funds, American Israel Public Affairs Committee,
United Jewish Appeal, and the National Conference on
Soviet Jewry, so that they will be acquainted with my
thoughts on the subject matter.

If this be chutzpah on my part, so be it, but I do not

believe that we can continue in the American Jewish com-
munity to have questions raised about our unity without
you and the other leaders sitting down to talk about it.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

-

David M. Blumberg
DMB/s

cc: Theodore R, Mann, NJCRAC
Jerold C. Hoffberger, CJFWF
Lawrence Weinberg, AIPAC
Leonard R, Strelitz, UJA
Eugene Gold, NCSJ



April 14, 1977

Mrs. Irene Manekofsky, President
Washington Committee for Soviet Jewry
2920 Arlington Boulevard

Arlington, Virginia 22204

Dear Irene:

What a nice surprise to have vour name appear on my desk. It's been
such a long time since we were last in touch, far too long. I hope
all is well with you and the family -~ and you really should bring me
up~to-date on the mishpochzh. I can see that vou are involved and
busy and that's as I would expect. As for nyself, I am fat and happy
and busy and well so I can't complain.

We also received a letter from the friends of Alexander Feldman in
Israel and have forwarded it to the National Conference on Soviet
Jewry, as we do with all such correspondence since Soviet Jewry is
under their @lomain.

Keep in touch and let me know how things are with vou. My fondest
regards to cne and all.

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President



WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR SOVIET JEWRY
2920 Alington Bid. Arlington, W 22204
. 920-0RO
)

April 11, 1977

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New YORK,N, ¥. 10021
Dear Rabbi Schindler:
Enclosed is an appeal addressed to you which was sent to me
by friends of Alexander Feldman in Israel, mailed by Yull Tartakovsky,
Beit Brodetsky, Ramat Aviv, Israel. A second appeal was addressed to

President Carter.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

'J\kfvc Wu-l»«%ygk

Irene Manekofsky
President



nccnbc: 23, 1976

My, Alvia F. Friedman

 Amalgsmated Trust & Savings Bank

100 South State
Chicage, Illinols 60603

Deay Mr. Friedman:

Many thanks for your letter of December 17 in regard to Soviet Jewry.
T appreciate your taking the tine to ghare your thoughts with me.

~Let me sssure you that I am committed to the rights of Soviet Jews

ta lead 5 Jowlsh 1i%e 1c the U, 9.5.R. 4888 to emigrate to the country

i of‘ &hai.r cholece freely

W,th kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Rabbl Alexander M. Schin&ler
C’Imirmn



Ama

Alvin F. Friedman, Senior Vice President
Private Phone (312) 822-3022 n

State Street at Monroe
Member EDIC.

December 17, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Conf. of Major Jewish Organizations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I understand that a decision was reached by the
Interorganizational Committee on Soviet Jewish
Emigration to discontinue all finacial help by
HIAS to dropouts in Vienna.

I urge you to use your good offices to rescind this
decision. Please!

Thank you.

o

AFF/1m 5

Amalgamated Trust & Savings Bank ¢ 100 South State ¢ Chicago, lllinois 60603 * Phone (312) 822-3000 ¢ Telex 25-6120
002-477 o 355



ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN., CHAIRMAN

JOHN L. MC CLELLAN, ARK. CHARLES H. PERCY, ILL.
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.

EDMUND S. MUSKIE, MAINE WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL.

LEE METCALF, MONT. BILL BROCK, TENN.

JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA. LOWELL. P. WEICKER, JR., CONN.
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o nife fates Denale

JOHN GLENN, OHIO

RICHARD A. WEGMAN
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 /)/ '

N
January 6, 1977 gb”ﬂ

N
<

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Alex:

I am so sorry to hear that you were ill
during the Christmas holidays. I do hope that you
have fully recovered.

I had looked forward to seeing you in Florida
and to having an opportunity to chat.

The next time you are in Washington, I hope
you will leave time to talk with me.

With all my best.

Sincerely,

Abe RibicoO

o



November 15, 1976

Dr, and Mrs. Seymour Click
Rechov Moriah 15/4
Beer Shevah, Israel

Dear Dr. and Mrs, CGlick:

Rabbi Schindler is currently out-of-the-country but before he departed
I was able to tell him via telephone of your letter in behalf of
Vliadmir Spepak. He asked me to send you his warm regards and his
assurance that he will do evervthing Iin his power to be of assistance
in this situation.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J, Miller
Aggistant to the President

%’M
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Rechov Moriah 15/l
Beer Shevah, Israel
November 8, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Fifth Avenue re: Viadmir Slepak

New York, N,Y.
Dear Rabbi Schindler,

. , 0
Forgive #ie for taking advAtage of an old college friendship and asking a personal
favor, I know that this case is not new to you and that you hawe been approached
before,

Two years ago my husband and I (and our six children of course) realized aur life
long ambition and made aliyah, We continued our friendship with the Slepak
family in Beer Shevah, My husband had made their acquaintance when he was in
Russia,

Mrs Rashkovsky, the mother of Marsha Slepak, suffers so and is almost in a
state of despair. Since the elction she has a ray of hope that perhaps
President-elect Carter can help her children, As you probably know, the latedt
news is that Vladmir has been arrested and nobody knoé;where he is,

According to the Israeli papers you have a personal relationship with Carter,

If so perhaps you can put this letter into his hands. A letter of encouragement
from his office or your office would help, She doesn't want to give up

hope but often it is hard for her,

Whatever you can do for her will be appreciated. May G-d grant you wisdom and
forsight in your present position,

If you, your wife of family are ever stranded in Beer Shevah please look us up

Sincerely =5 7
4@bj>4,(,i) '»Atl&hﬂfz%lﬂ/ /42424f“\
Professor and Mrs Seymour Glick

(Brenda Rubenstein)

copy: lMalcolm Hoenline

A /
gN('xg¢xw7Lytﬂ$Qnua-\



Mr. Je Carter

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
The White House

Washington,

UeSeAe

Dear Mr. President,

I am happy to join the millions congratulating you on your victorye.

Allow an old woman to thank you for your noble move, a telegram that
you have sent to my children, the Slepak family, supporting them in
the struggle they are waging in the Soviet Union.

I am praying for the complete success of your mission, in the hope
that among all the obligations and problems facing you at present
you will not forget those who have been fighting for their freedom
for many years but are still deprived of their human rightse. 3

Let God's Mercy rest on you and your family.

Sincerely yours,

Be7ta Rashkovsky-Slepak N

48/9 Chernihoveky Street {/ ., =

Jerusalem /uf(, e L/{/
1 }

Israe )/



December 1, 1976

Mrs. Leonard F. Milner

1417 Palisades Drive i

Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

Dear lrs. Milner:

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to Seoviet Jewry.

It is my understanding that this matter has been resolved
satisfactorily.

Kindest greetings.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

e
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Becember 1, 1976

Mise Elinor Schrodéder
P.0.B. 853

Elsinore, CA. 92330
Dear Miss Schroeder:

Thank you for your recent letter on Soviet Jewry. It is my
understanding that matters have been resolved satisfactorily.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M, suhindler

o
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

November 30, 1976

Ms. Rosalind Shoenig
870 E. 12th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

Dear Ms. Shoenig:

The article by Mrs. Gross in The Jewish Press was written, as far
as I can tell, without any true knowledge of the situation. I do
know that there was no discussion with me as to my view or that
of the Presidents' Conference and such a lengthy article should
have been written only after some discussion and understanding

of the particular situation.

With kindest greetings.
Sincerely,

Y. Q%‘f%&

Aléxander M. Schindler
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November 30, 1976

Ms. Rosalind Shoenig
870 K. 12¢h Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

Deaxr Ms., Shoenig;

The article by Mrs. Gross in The Jewish Press was written, as far
as I can tell, without any true knowledge of the situation. I do
know that there was no discussion with me as to my view or that
of the Presidents' Conference and such a lengthy article should
have been written only after some discussion and understanding
of the particular situation.

With kindest greetings.

Sincerely,

Alevander M, Schindler
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THE PO

I’'m not sure who Alexander
Schindler and the Conference of
Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations are, but I do
know they’ve got to go. To the un-
initiated, this imposingly titled
group conjures _up visions of a po-
ent, even vigilant cadre of
Jewish leadership elite, who
poised like a coiled spring, will
leap into action at the slightest
threat to the security and well-
being of the Jewish community.
To those of us who know better,
the group’s forte is attending
punch and cookie receptions in the
East Room of the White House,
and then dutifully appearing
before the media to pronounce
themselves ‘‘satisftied’’ or
‘‘gratified’’ at whatever presiden-
tial policy we’ve sent them there
to protest against, in the first
place. In short, the group for the
most part, is topheavy with in-
dividuals whose conception of
their Jewish leadership role is to
keep the lid on, and don’t make
waves. Defuse, but never ignite,
could well be their philosophical
credo

Last week Schindler and his
&roup had their finest hour. After
eneral Brown, who is rapidly

becoming to Jews, what General
Custer was to Indians, opened up
again with an observation that
Israel was a military burden to
the United States, reaction was
swift and forthright. Indignant
~ntests and angry demands for

~'s fmrqgglggllglmggw

LITICAL SCENE

By HILLY GROSS

came from every quarter. Every
quarter, that is except from
Schindler and the Conference of
Presidents.

In a Press release vague enough
to give waffling and indecision a
bad name, the Conference confes-
sed as to how it was ‘“‘deeply dis-
turbed’’ by the General’s
remarks, and that it was seeking
‘“an explanation from the White
House’’ as to what the General ac-
tually meant. What the General
meant, you turkeys, was that if it
were up to him the Israeli
Government wouldn’t be issued
an Army blanket. Let alone a mis-
sile system. Other Jewish leaders
grasped it, politicians sensed it,
and the rank and file Jew under-
stood it. Yet Schindler’s group
hesitated, and their hesitation
cost us the ball game.

For the conference’s deliberate-
ly vague, artfully tentative, let’s

o slow on this one, approach al-
owed the media and tﬁe political
process to incorrectly interpret
that we were ‘‘divided”” and ‘‘mix-
ed”’ as to what the appropriate ac-
tion against Brown should be.

The Conference quite literally
cut the ground out from under us.
For how can we realistically ex-
pect others to pick up the cudgels
of militant action on our behalf,
when the group they incorrectly
perceive as our spokemen, shows
no outrage, demands no repri-
mand, but would like an explana-
tion.

Paradoxically, Schindler and
-his Conference were far more ar-

02 uec.

ticulate and unequivocal the week
before when they pledged full sup-
port for the NAACP’s bail bond
case in Mississippi.

The General Brown incident is a
perfect case study of what is
wrong with Jewish leadership.
Weak, ineffectual men, who in-
habit strong titles. Men perceived
as leaders by all except those they
lead. Men who have been all too
willingly coopted by the very
system we have designated them
to take on in our behalf. In short,
men, more concerned with the
public relations gesture, then the
substantitive action.

The Brown fiasco must serve as
an alarm bell that our response
mechanism, in time of crisis is
woefully inadequate. Men like
Alexander Schindler and the
others are undoubtedly decent and
dedicated individuals. But time
and again they have demonstrated
that they are ill-equipped, and in
over their heads when it comes to
dealing with the complexities of
Jewish political existence in third
century America.

Because of their collective in-
ability to defend our interests, our
community is left valnerable, ex-
posed, and threatened. A condi-
tion, which in the long run, poses
perhaps a greater threat to our
survival than does General
Brown.

r-----<

- Al Tide.

|
¢ WE DARE .
L

i By RABBI HARK »

PRESIDENT OF "AL TIDC

Winter

With the ending of the Holiday
Season, we will begin another
winter. For three million of our
brethren trapped behind the Iron
Curtain, all year is winter. They
were born in winter, they grew up
in winter, and now they endure
winter — a winter of a soul and
spirit, devoid of the warmth of
Jewish learning and living and the
flame of hope to reach their
Homeland.

Alexander Slepak, an activist
enduring a prolonged struggle for
freedom to emigrate, descri
eight days of solitary confir-
in a small box-like ceil -
with iron and concret
Slepak complained of 7

~ cold entering through

dow panes into *
room. But the phy:
does not effect S}
the chilling se’

and isolation,
handsof ar

one to co”
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

November 8, 1976

Mr. Si Frumkin, Chairman

Southern California Council
for Soviet Jews

401 East 6th Street

Los Angeles, Ca. 90014

Dear Mr. Frumkin:

I have your letter of November 2 as well as a letter addressed to me
at the Presidents' Conference some days ago.

Needless to say, the information which you sent me it not new to me

and that includes the Hammer interview which was called to my attention
on the day on which it appeared in print, Although I must note that I
found the information which you gleaned from the reporter quite en-
lightening.

Let—me—say—at—once that T ap :
moue—yeu;—as-Rabbi——Herman—may—we¥}4nnmrapprtsed—yuu7——ﬂpwevef,jfbu do
labor under an illusion when you think that I am part of the '"decision-
making process on the emigration of Jews from the USSR to the Ugé:j

———————————

S

<::E?%as not a part of the Committee of Eight. The International Steering
Committee on Soviet Jewry, of which I am a part, was not directly in-
volved either. At the last minute two American Jewish community organiza-
tions were "co-opted" not to share in the decision-making process, I take
it, but merely to be told what the decision was. I refersto Euge 9€}4
of the-Natienal Copference on Soviet Jewry and Theodore Mann Of the 74
,jyxﬁiépéf"eW1sh/x mmﬂﬁify/k€/ (= vis i e ghai aq/;f
t?é Pr :“aentéZ/Copfefenaé, as fiot Anvolyed, se views
on/éggé sgpfeCt yéré kpéﬁﬁ/since had publi€ly statgd them.

i e mﬁ&é%::ﬁLfﬁi}

isd ot to sa t lthe entire issue igﬁone-s1ded and -thet we

are not faced with a cruel dilemma. Nor de—I-mean—teo—suggest—that I would

net be most willing to be of help as we work toward a resolution of this
terrible problem, but for the moment at least I pretty much am helpless

and there is very little doubt in my mind that the problem was compounded
because the decisions were made unilaterally—and—seeretly—and-without the
wider involvement of our communities' leadership. If I can seek—e be of
help and—to—get—invelved I will but in the meantime I can only express my
viewSprivately and for the Reform Movement, which I have every intention
of doing.



Mr. Si Frumkin
November 8, 1976
Page -2-

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M.ii;k;ETer

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Herman
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9 East 40 Strect
New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel. (212) 686-8862

Mark S. Mellman

Executive Director

July 27, 1976

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
President's Conference

515 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

You may be interested in the enclosed press release concerning
action by the International Society of Endocrinology on behalf
of Dr. Mikhail Shtern.

It should be noted that the only two countries which voted
against the resolution were Egypt and Mexico (the USSR is
not represented). Rumanian doctors supported it while

those from Hungary, Czechoslavakia and Bulgaria abstained.

While the delegates represented local endocrine societies
and not their governments, one cannot discount their
perception of the prevailing political winds at home.

Sincerely yours,
Phd Vil

Mark S. Mellman

Executive Director

msm/eja
enclosure



9 East 40 Street

- Committee of Concerned Scientists, Inc. | NewYon x.. 10016

Tel. (212) 685-8862

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Further Information
Mark S. Mellman
(212) 686-8862 or (212) 874-5666

INTERNATIONAL END OCRINE SOCIETY ACTS ON SHTERN CASE

New York City, July 23, 1976. In an unprecedented action, the lnternai‘i_onal Society of Endocrinology
took official note of the situation of Soviet Jewish endocrinologist, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. Meeting at
the Fifth International Congress of Endocrinology in Hamburg, FRG this week, the Society's Central
Committee instructed its Secretary General to make available to Member Societies details of the

Shtern case which he had in his possession. (Full Text of the resolution attached.)

o

Dr. Shtern, a leading endocrinologist from the Ukraine, was sentenced in December 1974 to ezfghf
years in an"intensified regime" labor camp after refusing to prohibit his sons from emigrating to Israel.

Despite serious heart and spinal ailments Shtern was recently transferred to hard labor.

The action by the International Society followed a resolution passed by the American Endocrine
Society on June 24th which noted that "members will find future scientific cooperative efforts
obstructed by thoughts of Dr. Shtern's continued imprisonment." Both resolutions were considered

"firsts" in that neither group had taken action on such a matter before.

Dr. Luciano Martini of ltaly introduced Dr. Shtern's case to the Central Committee while Dr. Robert
Gregerman of the Johns Hopkins University Medical School and a Vice-Chairman of the Commitiee

of Concerned Scientists led the movement for action among the delegates.

The final vote of the Central Committee saw doctors from Rumaina supporting the resolution while

representatives of three other Eastern European nations abstained.

Dr. Victor Shtern; the son of Mikhail Shtern, who was present in Hamburg for the Congress, hailed
the resolution calling it "an important precedent and an imporfant message to the Soviet government."
Shtern was particularly impressed by the fact that of the thirty five nations represented in the Society
only two voted against the resolution. Shtern felt that action by such a prestigious international

society would do a great deal to alleviate his father's plight.

The Committee of Concerned Scientists is made up of over four thousand U.S. scientists.. An
independent national organization, the Committee is committed to constructive action on behalf
of colleagues in the USSR and elsewhere who are denied their fundamental scientific and human

rights.



RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF END OCRINOLOGY
JULY 23, 1976

Resolved that the Central Committee instructs the Secretary General
to make available to all Member Societies the correspondence which
he has in his possession regarding the Shtern matter or any other

similar affairs.,

RESOLUTION OF THE ENDOCRINE SOCIETY ON BEHALF OF MIKHAIL SHTERN
Passed on June 24, 1976

The members of the Endocrine Society are engaged in joint
scientific and medical efforts with their Soviet counter-
parts and others throughout the world in the service of
humanity.

Society holds that such human consideration transcends
national boundaries and political and philosophic dif-
ferences.

In the name of the same humanity the members of the

Endocrine Society unanimously resolve to lend their
professional influence in order to help their colleague,

Dr. Mikhail Shtern former director and senior consultant

of the Polyklinik of the Vinnitsa Provincial Endocrinological
Health Centre.

We are aware that Dr. Shtern is seriously ill and we are
sensitive to his suffering. The members of the Endocrine
Society will find future scientific cooperative efforts
obstructed by thoughts of Dr. Shtern's continued imprison-—
ment. We therefore appeal to the Soviet government to
release Dr. Shtern from prison and to allow him to spend
his remaining years reunited with his family.
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September 21, 1976

#r, Ronald L. Dantels

. Avdan Jewelers & Distributors

2320 Euelid Avenue #
Des Moines, Iowa 50310 !

xummuumo:ﬁommmummmmm
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tion which deals with all matters concerning Russian Jewry. 1 sssure
mmmmammwumxymwmmd in

this issue and it seeks to render every possible aid to that valiant
group of Jews in the Sovdet Union.

With every good wish, I am
‘ Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1976

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I was pleased to receive your kind letter of
April 9. We are both fortunate that Israeli hospi-
tality does not require that the guest always say
what his hosts would 1like to hear.

We are well aware of the unfortunate cases of
Dr. Shtern and Professor Levich. I must tell you
frankly that in the present circumstances our abil-
ity to promote favorable resolution of such cases is
somewhat circumscribed. Nevertheless, we have repeat-
edly brought up with the Soviet leaders the issue of
Jewish emigration and human rights, and I can assure
you we will continue to do so.

I do not wish to paint too bleak a picture of
the emigration situation. We are encouraged by the
fact that since last fall the monthly figures have
averaged about 1,200, which is somewhat higher than
the levels of the first nine months last year. We
were also happy to hear that a number of high interest
cases were resolved earlier this year. I think it is
important not to lose sight of the fact that nearly
120,000 Soviet Jews have emigrated to Israel since
1971. Seen in the 1light of history, that figure seems
rather remarkable.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
Chairman,
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations,
515 Park Avenue,
New York, New York.



I hope we can get together soon and look
forward to seeing you.
Best regards,

4.

Henry AL Kissinger



April 9, 1976

The HPnorable Henry Kissinger
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Kissinger:

I have just returned from my firet visit to Israel as the
Chairman of the Presidents' Conference. I raised a few
eyebrows and ruffled no few hairs theve with what I said,
how I said it and to whom I said it. You may be sure that
not the least among my statements was an impassioned de~
fense of your policies and person., All this is really too
insignificant to come to your attention, but I do want

to know about it anyhow.

privately. As a matter of courtesy, I asked Max to arrange

you
I am still hoping to have an opportunity to talk with you
this but he has bean unable te do so. I believe that such

at this time out of an awarenese of the Chassidic tradi-
the teachings of The Baal Shem Tov who believed




Dr/ Henmry Kissinger

Aprﬂ :. 1976

Mrs, Schindler joins me in expressing warmest regards to
mummuummmhmmnn at
this season of the year.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Chainuan

. |
bee: Mr. Yehuda Hellman
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson
Mr. Stanley Lowell

o
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ewry May 18, 1976

Executive Committee

Stanley H. Lowell, Chairman TO : Rabbi AleX SChindle I‘

American Jewish Congress

Richard Maas)sQ. ImmediatJ:wl_’;stcCham'v;an MI’S . Cha I‘lO tt e Ja.C Ob son
merican ish Committee -
Workd Z(Zharkr(t)te Jacobson, ViceAChanrggnan Raabb i I srae 1 Mllle r
jorld Zionist Organization. American Secti
Ra:m David Hill, V:ce-Chmvm: M r L) I . Rage I‘

National Council of Young Israel Eugene G‘old 3 Esq R

Joel Sprayregen, Vice-Chairman
Chicago, lllinois

David Blumberg, Vscg Icgalg'n::
Lewis Cole, Vice-Chairman .
Hatons Jewh Compieny Enclosed is a response to me dated May 13th
o ame e Feiman ey f'rom David Susskind in Brussells. He acknowledges
wan e, e receipt of the $5,000. and reaffirms his hope that
siney M. weinsien, Franciat secreay o€ @dditional $9,000. will be sent. However, he
Metropolitan New Jersey - .
 metooenn  OES not respond to the suggestion in my last letter
e mscane 5O him that we receive some statement of revenue
e ., and expenses.
National Council of Jewish Women
Sol Goldstein .
it I feel strongly that we must find someway to
nenof amecn pebew Cngegaions ] @gn Up our obligations and, of course, I believe
CounculofJemshFedevanonsand\?VelfareFunds tha't we Should have a Statement of expenses and
Rabbi David Panitz
Synagogue Co::m?of ci\rftencta i ncome.,
Allen Pollack

Labor Zionist Alliance

Student Srugle or Sovet Joury Perhaps, someone else should contact him in
e s the very near future.

Jacob Scheinkman
Jewish Labor Committee/Workmen's Circle

Jerry Goodman, Executive Director
June Silver Rogul, Washington Representative
Constitutent Organizations

American Federation of Jewish Fighters, Camp Inmates
and Nazi Victims, Inc.
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Congress/AJCongress
Women's Division
American Mizrachi Women
American Zionist Federation
Americans for Progressive Israel/Hashomer Hatzair
Anti-Defamation League for B'nai Brith
B'nai B'rith/B'nai B'rith Women

Bnai Zion .
Brith Sholom .
Central Conference of American Rabbis SI—II" » J S
Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations En Cl

Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds
Free Sons of Israel

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America
Jewish Labor Committee/Workmen's Circle

Jewish War Veterns of the US.A

Labor Zionist Alllancé CC : MI‘ ) Je I’I"y G’OO dma-n

National Committee for Labor Israel Inc

National Council of Jewish Women Mr . Yehudah Hellman

National Council of Young Israel

National Jewish Com ty Relations Advisory Council
l . mualaaonal Jlev:‘vfsh Vvl‘elf;);e guoar:! Mr L4 Mal COJ-m Hoenle in

North American Jewish Youth Council

Pioneer Women

Rabbinical Assembly

Rabbinical Council of America

Religious Zionists of America—Mizrachi, Hapoel Hamizrachi,
Women's Organization of Hapoel Hamizrachi

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry

Synagogue Council of America

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America

United Synagogue of America

United Zionists-Revisionists of America

Women's American ORT

The World Zionist Organization, American Section

Zionist Organization of America

National Office: 11 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 ¢ (212) 354-1510/Cable Address: AMCONSOQOV, N.Y.
Washington Office: 1712 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 e (202) 797-8950
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UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA

22 April, 1976
22 Nissan, 5736
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Chairman, Conference of Presidents
515 Park Avenue
New York, N, Y. 10022
Dear Alex:
I want you to know how appreciative we are of your efforts on behalf
of George and Alexander Sokirianski. I fully understand your inability
to intercede on their behalf for "very cogent reasons".
I vill certainly forward this information to the parties concerned.

When you are next in Jerusalem, do stop by for a change of pace.

With kind and cordial regards.

of s sipcerel
f’?r Pru \ -

PSsmmg Dr. Pesach Schindler

2, Agron Str.,, P.O.B. 74“ Jer
A A\ % !



April 26, 1976

M. Jerry Goodman

National Conference on Soviet Jewry
55 West 42nd Street - Suite 804
New York, New York 10036

Dear Jerry:

I just received the enclosed cable from Leon Jick and hasten
to share it with you for handling.

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler

Encl,



OB o)
'y 5
o

£ nwnn 5
£ 0
{5  zczC SKC1717 RMB 1221 MWR395 15/Q &
L3 MINSK URSS 45 25 1459 4&\ Q
& o 0

LT

ALEXANDER SCHINDLER
838 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW-YORK NEW ~YORK/USA
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TODAY IN MINSK COLONEL YEFIM DAVIDOVITCH GREAT

HERO OF WAR AGAINST HITLER AND OF STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
CLOSED HES EYES FOREVER IN OUR PRESENCE HIS DYING WORDOS
REWEMBER ARRANGE APPROPRIATE MEMORIALS AND

INFGRM OUR BRETHERN '
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April 22, 1976

Mr, Bernard Nussenfeld
08-40 57th Avenue
Rego Park, New York 11368

Dear Mr. Nussenfeld:

It was mtityink to receive your warm message of congratulations
for my speech at the Brussels Conference on Soviet Jewry. I am
deeply grateful to you for your expression of support,

With warm regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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Bernard Nussenfeld ,
98-40 57th Ave. Sec'y
Rego Park, NY 11368

J

Tel. Gm&‘ "C/‘ﬁ’? £3Y

ar /6, 0L

/{W /Ca‘/é{/fi(/ {c/aua(/,d//
m&, )//Li/n/ax/w/’ {‘ / - 57 f"/’ ‘7 % el /ékf/dz
Z P I >y
T el vt rme X "Z A . / /ﬁ/&
L&JL T{LL /%’7('51» ¢4’Z,é//\7 C/'?@Mfzug, Do~ /1-«/ 24 e Q&Ac’yjt

/¢< m/cz;t—e,7
/ﬁ\{}??‘”w‘?’?{_ 7}4{%“ el R__
ALee,

.




April 19, 1976

Mr. Richard Cohen

Americen Jekish Congress

15 East 84th Street

New York, N,Y. 10028

Dear Dick:

Many thanks for sharing your article witk me, I read it with interest.

It was your convention -~ in the sense that what you did was about the
best part of it all.

With warmest'regarda. I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



AMERICAN JEWIESH CONGRESS

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE * 15 EAST 84TH STREET * NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028 * TR 9-4500

RICHARD COHEN

ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rabbi Alexander C. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew
Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

April 13, 1976

In the event you haven't seen it, I thought you'd be
interested in reading my account of the Brussels Conference
as it appeared in Congress Monthly Magazine.

With Passover greetings,

Enclosure

Sincerely,
/] .
:‘ ; )
el S

Richard Cohen



April 9, 1976

Dr. Pesach Schindler
United Synagogue of America
2 Agron Street

Jerusalem, ISRAEL

Dear Pesach:

Your letter of March 21 and the relebant material you shared
awaited my return from a whirlwind tvip to Israel. I hope
you will understand and forgive the delay in responding.

Regretfully, I will not be able to become involved ia the
case of George and Alexander Sokirianski. I have looked
into the situation at this end and for a number of reasons,
all cogent, I cannot inkercede in their behalf. I have

just made a plea for Dr. Mikhail Shtern and Benjawin Levich
so I want you to know that I do care and I do become involved
when I feel it will be helpful. In the case which you call

‘to my attention I simply cammot become involved.

Rhea joins me in sending love to all the family, may you
have a sweet and joyouse Pesach.

Sincerely,

Alexander 1. Schindler, Rabbi
Chairman



NP2INR1 O TMIRPN NYvian na
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA

Ymnn nawy
Office of the Director

21 March, 1976 X
19 Adar B, 5736

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Alex:

It is with great hesitation that I am about to exploit family ties
in order to ask your personal intervention on behalf of two children
left behind in Soviet Russi, by Abraham Sokirianski twenty-five
years ago. Although numerous cases related to the Russian Jewish
tragedy cross my desk and our movement, like many other arms of the
Jewish community, has sought, each in its own way, to do its best,
we have here no doubt a Yotze Min Haklal. The case here is of such
importance that the usual channels will not suffice.

Though you must be pressured from many sides on different issues,

I am wondering whether you might personally bring the case of

George and Alexander Sokirianski to the attention of Henry Kissinger
and/or Hubert Humphrey, Henry Jackson or any other personage on the
highest level of the United States Government.

May I conclude with one of your favorite topics, Chasidic Tradition.
The Baal Shem Tov believed that at various times during the year the
powers of Pidyon Shevuim operate more intensely than at other times.
One such period is the weeks prior to Pesach, Zmon Cherutaynu. /May

this Hasidic tradition strenghthen you in the event that you decide

to become a Melitz Yosher in the best Jewish sense.

Love from home to home.

Yours sincerely

WP O &h J’\u‘h QA

PS:mmg Dr, Pesach Schindler
Encs,

P, S. I am enclosing relevant material,

2 Agron Street, P.O.B. 7456 Jerusalem Tel. 226386 v oy 7456 .1 .1 ,2 1TAR 21




Abraham Sokirianski
P.0.B. 2446
Jerusalem
Israel

My name is Abraham Sokirianski, and for the last twenty five years I
have lived in Israel.

RBefore the Second World War I had been living in Leningrad in Russia
and in 1941 when the war broke out I drafted into the Soviet Army

as an officer. By that time I had a boy - George two-and-a-half
years old. (born in 1939) and later on, after my leave, I had
another boy - Alexander (born in 1944) whem I never got the

chance to see.

After the war (in 1945) I was released from the Army (from active
military service), but still stayed with the army as a civil
volunteer in Poland. There I had a job concerned with German arms
taken as spoils (in active service during the war I was a captain
in a motor-tank division). As you know at that time my people here
in Israel and in other places all over the world were fighting for
their own liberation and the establishment of their own independent
state. Being a Jew and patriotic I could not stay apart from the
events which were going on the soil of my ancestors and elsewhere
and I decided to leave for Israel.

First, I was hiding in Poland for two years and then fled illegally
to Sweden. From Sweden I came to Israel. By that time I was
proclaimed by the Soviets as a traitor, and they took their revenge
on my sons.

Each of them at the age of ten was taken away from their mother and
sent to a special colony for juvenile deliguents. At an older age
they were punished mrore severely and sent to labour camps. At
present my younger son. Alexander is still serving his sentnece

for so-called Inti-Sovietic activity, and, as a matter of fact,

for his desire to go to Israel and join his father.

A few months ago he wrote a letter to the Supreme Soviet Court
pleading for clemency, which was turned down.

My second son, George Sokirianski, who lives in Leningrad has already
been refused twice to immigrate to Israel. He is now struggling with
other Jewish activists for the restoration of their right to free
immigration. It is obvious that the main reason for his detention in
Russia is my past "crime". His last demand was only rejected six
month ago and he has to wait another year to apply again.

Would you kindly use your influence, and give me your full support
to have my sons released from Russia and allow me the chance to see
them by my side here in Israel, and take them into my arms at last
before my death. I am an aged man, and I have no other desires in
ny life but to have my sons free and by my side. I believe you will
understand my feeling as a father and I do hope your active inter-
ference will work.

T am looking forward to a fulfillment of the dream of my life. Once
more I plead with you to help me.
Thank you, sincerely yours,

Abraham Sokirianski




Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find all the material in my possession,

as follows:

1. Autobiography of George Sokirianski and Aleksander

2. Transcript of appeal by Aleksander

3. Letter written by Mr. Weintraub Yuri, attesting to
facts regarding Aleksandr's arrests

4. Descriptive lectter on the backgrounds of George and
Aleksander (Sasha)

5. Letter summarizing their father's story - by Abraham
Sokirianski

6. Copy of an appeal letter written by the father to Brezniev.

Please find also their addresses:

George Sokirianski
Ul. Vosstaneya 15/57

Leningrad 193036
10 SRRl S £

Prison Nddress: Aleksander Sokirianski
KOMIASSR Kniajpogotsky Raion
P.0.B. 243-1-3
USSR

For Correspondeace:
Aleksander Sokirianski
PoOBR- % 5310 - NONS
Moscow
USSR

Thanking you for your efforts on the hehalf of my sons.
Sincerely yours,
Abraham Sokirianski
P.0.B. 2446

Jerusalem
Israel




Translated from Russian

Written by GIORGI SOKIRIANSKI Autobiography

On the 10th of October of last year I submitted to the OVIR the
necessary documents for receiving a permit to go to Israel, my historic
homeland, the country where my relatives and friends are waiting for me.

I did not have any doubt that such a permit will be issued to me.

Yet 3 months after the submission of the documents I was invited by an
order to the OVIR where the Deputy Director of the Leningrad Department

of Interior Affairs, Comissar of the Militia of the 3rd rank N.V, Smirnov,
has offered me in the presence of the Director of the OVIR Bukov to read
the decision of a commission of which he is the head and which has decided
not to grant me the permit. The reason for the denial of the permit was,
allegedly, the fact that 28 years ago, in 1946 my father has committed

some kind of a crime while being in Poland and has escaped overseas.

To my question about the connection between my desire to go to
the Homeland of my Forefathers and between my father's actions which
took place almost 30 years ago General Smirnov said that there is a law
according to which relatives of traitors to Motherland are forbidden to
leave the country until the criminal will not come and admit his guilt
to the Soviet authorities. I did not receive any reasonahle answers to
all my other questions either on that day or later, when I appealed with

a statement to the KGB.

In order to clarify the stated above, I must deal with the story
which served as the reason for the justification of the refusal given

to me, i.e. I must tell the story of my family.

I was born in 1939 in Leningrad. Our family then consisted of 4
persons: father, mother, older sisted and I. Father worked as a director

of a factory section when I was born and mother was a housewife.

During the first days of the war father was called to the army,
as he was Lieutenant of the reserves, and we remained in Leningrad. We
lived there during all the years of the war. My sister died of hunger
during the war (during the blockade of Leningrad). In 1943 father came
to Leningrad, and that was the last time I saw father. In 1944 my brother
Aleksander was born. ssf2




e LI

In 1946 we stopped receiving letters and material help from
father. Mother wrote to his unit and the answer of the commander of
the unit was that father has been listed as missing. During 3 years
of continous searches all the instances have sent us a standard answer:

"listed as missing".

In 1949 I went to school and already in 1950, following a recommen-
dation of the militia, I was sent for re-education to the Kamennomostskaya
Children Labour-Educational Colony in the Krasnodarsky Kary, where I
stayed for 4 years. In the meantime, my brother was placed in a boarding-
school with special regime at the age of 9, in 1953, and spent there a

years and a half.

In 1959 I was sentenced to 6 years of deprivation of freedom for
being an accomplice in a burglary. In view of my having been a minor
at the time when committing the crime, I was released after 3 years, by

the decision of a commission of re-examination of the cases of minors.

During the period from 1956 to 1960 my brother was sent to a colony
for re-education. Then, in 1961, he was convicted for theft and sentenced
to 5 years of deprivation of freedom. He served his sentence in the
children's colony in Grezovets. A year later he was sentenced again to

2.5 years of imprisonment. He has served the whole term of the sentence.

In the meantime I have finished high-school, by studying through

correspondence and planned to enter a university. I could not realise
my plan until 1965, because of illness - I suffered from ulcer and
tuberculosis. Also, being a hushand and a father I was in great
material difficulties at that time. I passed my entrance examinations
very well and was accepted to the extramural course of the Faculty of
Phylosophy, where I studied for 2.5 years only, as in 1968 I was
arrested and convicted for currency operations. I was released in
1971.

Aleksander was convicted soon after me and was sentenced to 2

years for theft. In May 1971, 4 monthes after his release he was,
according to mother's words, planning to apply for cmigration to

Israel, but was arrested and sentenced to 5 years of deprivation
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of freedom for petty theft on a bus. He has categorically denied his

guilt and, in his opinion, the theft was staged by his friend who has
invited him to go somewhere together. During the trial Aleksander stated

that he thinks that his arrest has been somehow connected with his

intention to go to Israel.

The first 2 years of his term he spent in Imsk, in a colony for

drug-addicts, where he was sent in accordance with the court's verdict
and then he was transferred to Novgorod, where he stayed until December
1973. In December he was charged with participation in a fight, and

for this his prison term was increased by another € months.

During the period of the investigation the KGB authorities had
opened a case against him charging him with distributing rumours
defaming the Soviet system, the charge being based on the statement
of his cell-mates. The charge was later changed from Art. 190 to
Art. 70 (propaganda and agitation against the Soviet regime) .

During the time of my questioning, an investigator of the
Novgorod KGB has told me that, among other things, my brother is
charged with anti-Soviet propaganda among the prisoners and with
an attempt to distribute some sort of letters written by him. The
content of thesc letters have remained unknown. Apart from that, the
investigator has said that Aleksander has written a letter addressed to
me and tried to pass it to me through another prisoner, but he
has given it to a prison official. The letter was mednt to be
transferred overseas. The investigator has also said that in
July 1973 my brother was warned about his conversations with the
prisoners in the camp.

In June there has been a trial where Aleksander was sentenced to 4
yearg of imprisonment under strict regime. Mother has tried to see
him after the trial, but her request was denied under the pretext that
the visit may only be allowed after the cassation appeal.

At the present time he is held in the Investigation Isolation Ward

in Novgorod, POB 51/1.

June, 1974 Giorgi Sokirianski
14




November 24, 1974

No. 1/149/74
Translated from Russian

Case No. 84-g574-1, 1974

DB TS SRS T Ol N

The Juridical Board for Criminal Cases of the Supreme Cours of RSFSR,

composed of:

Chairman _ Shishkin B.I.

Members of the Court - Bvdokimenko A.V. and Kulichkova V.TI.

at a court session on July 23, 1974 examined the case dealing with the
appeal made by the convicted person Sokirianski against the verdict made
by the Novgorod Regional Court on June 20, 1974, by which

Sokirianski Aleksander Abramovitch, born in 1944 in the city of

Leningrad, a Jew, education - nine grades, married, has a child, previously
convicted in January of 1961 to two years of deprivation of freedom in
accordance with St. 144 part II of the Penal Code of the RSFSR, in October
1963 in the aggregate of statutes 224, p. 186 and 154 p. I of the Penal
Code of the RSFSR to two years and 6 months of deprivation of freedom, in
March of 1969 according to statutes 15 and 144 p. I and 192-I of the Penal
Code of the RSFSR to two years of deprivation of freedom, in July 1971
according to St. 144 p. II of the Penal Code of the RSFSR to 5 years of
deprivation of freedom, and in January 1974 according to statute 112 p. II
of the Penal Code of the RSFSR, with the joining of the punishment to the
preceeding sentence to 3 years and 16 days of deprivation of freedom, while
serving his punishment, he was convicted according to statute 190-1 of the
Penal Code of the RSFSR to 3 years of freedom and with the partial joining
of the punishment to the preceeding sentence to 5 years of deprivation of
freedom in a corrective-labour colony with a strict regime.

After hearing the repot of the Member of the Supreme Court of the
RSFSR Shishkin and the decision of the Procurator Zverev, who proposed
that the sentence be left without change, the Judirical Board

PrEC L D E D

Sokirianski has been convicted for having systematically, in oral and

written forms, spread deliberate false fabrications villifying the Soviet

Government and social system.
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The crime was committed, as is shown in the verdict, under the following
circumstanceg:

In June and September 1972, Sokirianski, in a letter illegally sent to
his brother, wrote that he intended to fabricate by photographical methods
documents of a harmful contents and to send these documents abroad for
publication in the press, and he asked his brother tc send him a photo
camera and films.

On June 19, 1973, Sokirianski was officially warned by the KGB Depart-
ment attached to the Soviet Ministers of the USSR of the Novgorod Region
that such actions cannot be permitted.

In spite of this, Sckirianski, against whom criminal proceedings had
been instituted and who was in an investigation isolation cell, in the
space of December 1973 spread in an oral form among his cell inmates
deliberate false fabrications that villified the Soviet Government and
social system.

On December 20, 1973, Sokirianski slandered the domestic and the foreign
policies of the USSR and the situation of the Jews in the USSR.

At the end of December 1973, in the presence of other arrested persons,
he slandered the Soviet Government, the Soviet reality and the democratic
foundations of the Soviet Government.

At the end of Deccmber 1973 Sckirianski again tried to send to his
brother a statement with slanderous contents and asked that his letter bhe
transmitted abroad for publication. In that letter he slandered the foreign
policy of the USSR, the situation of the Jews in the USSR and he vilified
the Investigative organs and Soviet justice.

On February 4, 1974 Sokirianski, in a conversation with the prisoner
Barskov, slandered the socialist system, the CPSU and its leaders.

On February 6 and 7, 1974 Sokirianski, in the Investigative Isolation
cell prepared 13 leaflets, in which were deliberately false fabrications
vilifying the Soviet Government and social system. He intended to distri-
bute the leaflets on February 23, on the Day of the Soviet Army. On February
10, 1974 he hung one of the leaflets on the inner wall of the Investigator
Isolation Cell courtyard, used for walks.

Questioned at the court session, Sokirianski fully admitted guilt.

In his appeal Sokirianski points out that the Colony Administration
treated him badly, insulted him and humilated him and in connection with

this he committed his crime so as to be transferred to another coleny,
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After checking the materials of the case and after discussing the
arguments expressed in the appeal, the Judicial Board finds the sentence
lawful and well-grounded.

In addition to the admissions made by the prisoner himself,
Sokirianski's guilt of committing the crime provided for hy st. 190-1 of
the Penal Codeof the RSFSR has been established by the leaflets attached
to the file, the decision of criminological experts who have established
that these were prepared by Sokirianski, by the facts of the discovery
and the confiscation of the leaflets and by the testimony of the wit-
nesses Savvateyev, Antonov, Starostin and Barokov, who confirmed that
Sokirianski had expressed in their presence deliberately false fabrications
vilifying the Soviet Government and social system.

According to the decision of the Court Psychiatric expert commission,
Sokirianski was adjudged sane, even though signs of psychopathy were
discovered.

Sokirianski's actions were correctly defined according to st. 190-1
of the Penal Code of thc RSFSR..

The punishment meted to him was set in accordance with the act commi-
ted, and the the taking into consideration of facts characterizing the
personality of the person convicted.

The Judicial Board finds no grounds for reducing Sokirianski's
punishment.

In the force of the akove stated and guided by st. 339 of the Penal
Procedure Code of the RSFSR, the Judicial Board

HAS DECIDED:

That the sentence pronounced by the Novgorod Regional Court
on June 20, 1974 in relation to Sokiriasnki Aleksander Abramovich be left
without change and that his appeal should not ke granted.

Chairman - Shishkin
Members of the Court - Evdokimenko E., Kuluchkov I.

Correct: Member of the Supreme Court: Shishkin

Reference: Sokirianski A.A. is kept in Institution IZ~51/1 of the city

of Novgorod.




It is my good fortune to bear witness and to be a participant
in a true-to life story that had its beginnings many years ago in
Leningrad, continues here in Israel, and unfortunately has not

yet ended.

I have some material which is of such a political nature and of
such current interest and dramatic overtones, that most circles of
world public opinion would surely take an interest in it and endeavor

towards helping to bring it to a happy ending.

I know that you will be interested in this story and I hope that
all of us together will succeed in helping these remarkable and

heroic individuals.

In Leningrad, there are many people whose only desire is to
return to their historic homeland - the State of Israel. The way
is not easy for everyone. Many of them have been fighting for

this right for years, others continue to wait daily and hourly for

the permission tc depart.

There is one man among my friends whose fate has been in many
respects different from the fate of others. At the end of 1973 he
received a refusal on his application for departure to the State of
Israel. The rcfusal was as follows: ""To refuse to Sokirianski
Giorgi Abramovitch in his application for departure to the State
of Israel, because of the reason that in 1946 his father being in
Poland in the ranks of the Soviet army, defected.” The absurdity
of this statement is obvious. What relation has a son to a father
that failed to return when since that time 30 years have passed?
Perhaps the old principles of Stalin still continues and nothing

has changed since.
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Here is the story from its beginnings. The father of Giorgi
Sokirianski, Avraham Griegoveritch Sokirianski, was an officer in
the Soviet army and for 8 years he diligently, unsparing of his own
life, fought with the Japanese on the Cholchin-Gol, afterwards with
the Finns on the Corelian Isthmus and the Line of Maunerheim, and
from the first days of the 2nd World War fighting agains Hitler. -
When the war ended he was appointed to the service in the Soviet
Army situated in the Polish Territory. In 1946 he was demobilized

and stayed in Poland working as a civilan.

As you know, at that time, the Jewish National Liberation
Movement in Palestine was strengthening. The foundation of the
future Jewish State was laid. Influenced by his National duty and -
sense of justice, he decided to play a role in this undertaking. But
the Soviet security service somehow found out about his contacts. By
a miracle he managed to escape at the last moment. With forged
documents in the name of a Polish citizen and hiding in the coal
hold of a ship with enormous risk to his life, he escaped to Sweden.
Afterwards, he managed to get to the land of his ancestors, to the

land of his dreams -~ Israel.

And so this man who was at War for 8 years, repeatedly risking his
1life and carrying out his duties, was labelled a traitor to his

Motherland and a state criminal.

In Leningrad, Abraham Sokirianski left two sons. One of them

was 5 years old when he left and the second son he did not see at

all. He knew very well the habits of the Soviet authorities and

being afraid of repercussions against his children, he did not

correspond with them.

The fate of the children of this man have been tragic. The
Soviet authorities do not like to forget offenses inflicted on them.
In 1950, when they were sure that they would never find the culprit-
father, they decided to take revenge through his children. Giergi
Sokirianski, at the age of 10 was put in a childrens institution or

work prison for children.




There he stayed for 4 years. Many years after, Giorgi told
his close friends about his life there and the hardships and countless

futile escapes and the punishments and beatings when caughts

His younger brother, Aleksander Sokirianski, just like him, at
the age of ¢ was put in a children's institution for 5 and a half years:
When they were both freed they were bewildered by their changed lives.
The Soviet authorities had developed in them a sense of inferiority,

estrangement and non-suitability to everyday normal living. Teir path

to developing real values and goals was not easy for them.

At the age of 15, Giorgi, under the influence of older and "more
experienced" friends, again appears in court on trial. Who is to Blame?
Can it be the same people who have the power to judge and pardon, who
took away their childhood and thrust them into situations that can
break stronger and older individuals? But in Russia one does not
admit ones errors and Giorgi again finds himself in a childrens

working colony for 3 years.

Already at that time a desire for knowledge developes in him.
Under difficult conditions and stealing precious seccnds and minutes
from his work, he undertakes the study of Italian. Why Italian?
Because somehow he has found an Italian textbook. After leaving the
camp 1959, Giorgi successfully passes his exams without having attended
formal lectures. He prepares himself for the University entrance
exams. By that time his body falls prey to the illnesses contracted
in camp thru the horrible conditions there (stomach ulcer and tuber-
culosis). He has to delay his studies. In 1965 he is finally able
to start his studies. At Leningrad University he enters the Faculty
of Philosophy. In 1968, the third year-of his studies, he wrote an
investigative paper on the subject "Defective Psychology" in which
he investigated the psychology and origin of Criminality. Since
that work did not agree with the official Soviet point of view, he
was expelled from the University. Seeing in Giorgi a potential

enemy, reasons are again found for isolating fim.




As mentioned earlier, he had studied Italian and to perfection.
Many times he would escorl Italian tourists around Leningrad and tell
them about life in the USSR. Many of these people became close
friends to him. As a sign of gratitude he often received presents
and at times even money from them. In the USSR it is enough to
find $20 on someone to accuse them of currency manipulations. And
so once more Giorgi was accused and arrested and sentenced to 3 years
in prison. During this period he managed to learn English and

French. In 1971 he was released.

At that time his brother Alexander was seeking permission to
leave the USSR for Israel. At that time also occurred the Leningrad
trials, The authorities were cruelly punishing people who wanted to
emmigrate to Israel. And Aleksander. Sokirianski was accused and
sentenced to 5 years imprisonment. In the courtrcon he openly
admits that he has been accused for his desire to go to Israel. 1In
December 1973, while in jail, he presented a declaration accusing
the Soviet Government of being against Israel. In 1974 he was again
accused of spreading rumors discrediting the Soviet Government and
agitating agains the authorities. He has been put in a special insti-
tution where he is subjected to untold cruelties. We fear for his

alrecady weak health.

Giorgi Sokirianski lives in Leningrad with his wife and daughter.
He is a very cultured and intelligent person with knowledge of 4
languages. He is now studying Hebrew. He has managed to retain his
sense of decency and humanity in spite of all his sufferigns. All
of us wonder at his strength and self control, his indominitable
spirit. But we worry about his future and the fate of his brother
who is threatened by phisical annihilation in the torture chambers

of the Soviet prisons.

I hope I have been able to interest all of you in this story

of these people and that you will find, each one of you, a way

to help them.




I, Yuri Weintraub, consider it my duty to bear testimony to certain

facts, which are known to me and to a wide circle of Leningrad activists,
about the fate of Aleksander (Sasha) Sokirianski, one of the sons of
Avraham Sokirianski, a resident of Jerusalem. For many years, Sasha
Sokirianski had been nurturing a desire to emigrate to Israel, being
convinced that this was the only place where he belonged, and he wanted
to be reunited with his father. From his early childhood, Sasha has been
persecuted and harrasced by Soviet Authorities who were trying to take
their vengeance on the son of a "traitor" as they termed his father. His

life took an abnormal course.

The feelings of protest and hatred towards his tormentors, which
Sasha was not always able or did not want to hide, brought him to a
children's penal colony and later to prison on an unjust and undeserved

charge.

Before his last arrest, Sasha told one of his close acquaintances,
in confidance, that since he could not hope to leave the Soviet Union
legally, he was planning to break through into a foreign embassy with a
paper which he had especially prepared and was alweys carrying on him.
Sasha's friend, who turned out to be a provocateur, betrayed him to the
Soviet Security organs and on their orders helped to stage a "theft";
he secretly put into Sasha's overcoat pocket an okject which did not
belong to Sasha; detention followed immediately and both this object
and the letter with a request for politiccal asylum were found. During
the investigation, Sasha took an independant attitude and did not care
to conceal his anti- Soviet views. By doing so he brought upon himself
a sentence of 8 years imprisonment on charges of theft and anti-Soviet
slander. Similar cases, in which a political charge is supplemented by
a criminal one are fairly common in the judicial practice of Soviet

orcans.

All the facts listed above appear in the case of Sasha Sokirianski.,
and when the American lawyers Barton Cane (Caine?) and others recently
examined this case during their visit to Leningrad, they found in it the
grossest violations committed both in the course of the investigation

and during the trial itself.




By now Sasha has already served 4 years of his term and is

imprisoned in one of the most horrible camps - in the Kriazpogost
district of the Komi-Autonomous Republic. His health is in a very

poor state.
Teh Penal Institutions Department has refused to transfer him
to another camp. I entreat you to do everythin possible to save

Aleksander Sokirianski who has been unjustly convicted and is suffering

for his Zionist views.

3rd February, 1975

Yuri Weintraub




Abraham Sokirianski
P.0.B. 2446
Jerusalem
Israel

Mr. L.I. Brezniev
General Secretary
Communist Party of USSR
Kremlin, Moscow
USSR

Dear Sirs,

I dare to bother you on e matter of my sons, and I have
no doubts that from the viewpoint of a human being, Father and
Humanist you will give your attention to my plea.

I am an aged and sick man (I am 65 already.) I have a son
in Russia his name is George Sokirianski and he is living in
Leningrad with his family. For two years he has been refused
permission to immigrate to Israel to join me. I have not seen
my son for over thirty years and now my only desire is to have
my son by my side. I am a sick man and would appreciate your
doing a generous and extremely human deed of giving me a chance
to see my son before my death, belief in our meeting in the
possible mearest future helps me toc go on.

I do not wish to interfere with your country policy but I
do believe some people in Ovir of Leningrad undermind the
situation and as a result I can't get my son here. Without
your help, I am afraid I might never see him and you can
imagine how should I feel at this thought.

You are the only person who is capable of helping me in
my grief. Would you please personaly interfere with the case
of my son and give your instruction on issuing a visa to my
son and his family tc go to Israel. I heard many times from
varioussgources that Soviet Government have no objection to let
people who wish to immigrate to Israel, to join their relatives.
That gave me the courage to write to you.

I do hope you will fulfill my natural desire to have my
son with me before long.

I deeply apologies for bothering you and I am looking
forward to holding my son in my arms after those long years
of our separation.

Thank you very much indeed for your attention.

Sincerely yours,

Abraham Sokirianski




March 31, 1976

Mz, Jerry Goodman

National Conference on Soviet Hewry
11 West 42nd Street - Suite 1860
New York, New York 10036

Dear Mr. Goodman:

Would it be possible for you to have the enclosed letter translated?
We would be grateful for your help as there isn't anyone on our staff
with enough background in the Russian language to determine the text
of this letter.

1 have a feeling it is undoubtedly a matter which Rabbi Schindler
would be forwarding to you for disposition. That can only be deter-
mined once it is translated.

With appreciation and kindest rvegards, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President

Encl.
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NEWS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

e s Telegram

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRYANNOUNCED TODAY THAT IT HAS
REVERSED AN EARLIER DECISION AND WILL ALLOW RABRI MEIR KAHpNg TO
PRESENT THE KEY NOTE ADDRESS AT THE UP COMING WORLD CONFERENCE ON
THE SOVIET JEWRY TO BE HELD IN BRUSSELS ON FEBRUARY 17. RABBI KAHANE

WILL URGE THE WORLD CONFERENCE TO BEGIN AN IMMEDIATE CAMPAIGN TO

CRUSH DETENTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HE WILL CALL ON ALL NATIONAL :
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS TO INITIATE HARASSMENT CAMPAIGNS AGAINST SOVIET //1g1
OFFICIALS. IN AN EXTRAORDINARY PLENARY SESSION, THE NCSJ HAS VOTED,
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THE EUCLID JEWISH CENTER

LAKE SHORE BOULEVARD AT EAST 250TH STREET e EUCLID, OHIO 44132 ¢ 261-2280

February 25, 1976

Dear Alex,

I was happy to read your call for new international drive to permit
the free emigration of * Soviet Jews, I hope we can couple this, also,
with the needs for free-emigration for the Syrian Jews?

With all best wishes to you, Al Vorspan and the UAHC family, I
remain, )

Cordially yours,

Fig

Rabbi Stephen S, Goldrich, Chairman
Committee on Jews in Arab Lands
Central Conference of American Rabbis

Rabbi Alexander M., Schindler, Chairman

Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations

838 - 5th. Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10021
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DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 1976
T0: STANLEY H. LOWELL

FROM: JERRY GOODMAN

How do you suggest we handle this letter from Leon W. Katz as
attorney for the JDL, in regard to membership.

JG:de
cc: Charlotte Jacobson

Rabbi A. Schindler ¥
Eugene Gold

11 West 42nd Street, New York, NLY. 10036 ¢ (212) 354-1510
g S 2
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Kotz & Kat:

COUNSELORS AT LAW
141 CENTRAL PARK AVENUE, SOUTH
HARTSDALE, NEW YORK 10530

914 - 428-4464

February 13, 1976

National Conference on Soviet Jewry
11 West 42nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10036

Attention: Executive Director

Gentlemen:

We have been retained by the Jewish Defense League to represent them
in their application for membership in your worthy organization.

Records disclose that there was correspondence on this matter as
follows:  January 13, 1975 from Mr. Jerry Goodman .

With full knowledge and understanding of your democratic procedures
and your interest in having as many major groups, espousing the same
ideals and principles as your own in being joined together and bound
together, we would appreciate a reply as to the present standing of
the application. Can you please have your legal representatives
contact us?

Thank you.
Respectfully yours,
' KAT? & KATZ )
. \\ o X S /

/

LWK:hd ’ Leon W. Katz, Es



Febrisry 11, 1976

Mr. Benjamin Gellman
1505 41lst Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218

Dear My, Gellman:

Your letter of February 6th has just reached me and I write
to acknowledge its receipt.

The Brussels Conference on Soviet Jewry is not a program

of the Presidents' Confevence and your letter should hava
been addressed to the Natlonal Conference on Soviet Jewry.
Invitations to the Brussels Comference come under the pur- ™
view of that organization, and I am not in any way involved
in the selection of delegates or participants.

x

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler
Chairman
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Decembeyr 29, 1975

Dr. A. Reiss

World Federation of Polish Jews
158, Dizengoff Street

Tel-Aviv, Israel

Dear Dr. Reiss:
Your letter o: December 15th has just reached our office and I
hasten to advise that Rabbi Schindler is out-ef tle country. He

will be back late next week and will be in contact with you at
that time.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Bdith J. Miller
Administrative Assistant

o
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December 15th, 1975

Dr. Alexander Shindler
838 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021
U.S.A.

Dear Alex,

I arrived home from my trip, not in the best of health, and
that is the reason why I am only writing to you today. I beg your
pardon for this delay. That is also the reason why I did not come
to Jerusalem during the emergency Conference.

I hope that you have no objections about my addressing myself
to you on such familiar terms . That is the expression of my
attitude towards you.

First of all I want to thank you sincerely that you consented
to my request, to take upon yourself the post of President of our
affiliate in the United States. It is a great honor for us, and
will certainly enable the leadership there to broaden its activities.

I do not wish at this point tb discuss our actual activities.
Everything we are doing, or intend to do, has a single purpose:
to perpetuate the spiritual heritage , of the martyred Polish Jewry.

We are now preparing, towards the thirtieth anniversary of the
end of the Second World War, the publication of a monumental photo-
album, of various events in the life of Polish Jewry , up to the
outbreak of the Second World War. We must collect some 4,000 photo-
graphs - we have already gathered several hundred - in order that
a committee of historians, engravers and authors stemming from
Poland, should pick out the appropriate 450-500 photograpss for
the above-mentioned album, in order that it should fulfill the
object for which it is intended.

We are continuing to photograph cemetaries im Poland, tombstones
of public figures buried there, who were leaders of the Polish
Jewish community, in order to preserve this for the history of
Polish Jewry - which we are obligated to publish.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of our last letter to Dr. Sher-
man , which gives you information regarding our publication plans,
and our demands to the "Foundation".
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You have, undoubtedly been informed by the leadership of
our branch in the United States about the campoaign in connection
with our demands to Polish Government. I do not know whether it
will have any practical results, but it is a moral and national
obligation, which we must fulfil and express by making these
demands - As otherwise, we will have sinned against the history
of Polish Jewry, and against the Jewish nation in general.

And now, for an important request from you: For several
years now, we have been making demands upon the German Government
regarding the restitutions for property which the Nazis robbed
from organizations of Polish Jews which existed in Germany for
many decades, in almost every city. They fulfilled an important
public, cultural, social and economic function for the "Ogstjuden"
We are doing this as successors of those organizations.

In fact, the German Restitutions authorities have already
recognized our rights to this, and three years ago we received
approximately 700,000 German Marks. There are 2-3 other demands for
damages which amount to some 2-3 million German marks.

Our representatives have been dealing with this matter for
over two years, but there has been no co#clusion in this matter.
They are demanding a great number of documents, many of which we
have already supplied - despite the fact that it is not simple
to find them after so many years and after the war - but there
seems to be no end to it. There is no decision in this matter.

Our legal adviser thinks that if a high ranking delegatlonimé(}r
to the Chancellor or to the Finance Minister, may be able to
achieve that this matter should be positively and speedily concluded.

My - our appeal to you is that you should agree to participate
in this delegation. According to our plan, there should be in this
delegation, except yourself, , Lord Fisher from London, the Chief
Rabbi - Deputy of France, Rabbi Nathan Staskgla and I. e/
Of course, this delegation has an aim, and should(one of the above ¥~

mentioned functionaries agree,to receive them, N4 ddtevation shoukd’
e prepangdi toimgdly  wilthutien,

I hope that this suggestion is not too much of trouble for you.
We are anxious that this meeting should take place at the time of
the meeting of the Governing Body of the World Congress in London
or at the Conference in Brussels. At the same time, I am also
appealing to Lord Fisher and to Rabbi Tchakqla.

Please forgive me for the length of this letter. I will not
do it again - So I hope,~if I should have to write to you again.
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We shall be very grateful if you agree to our
request,and thank you in advance for your cooperation.

We shall be very pleased to hear from you - and await your
reply.

With very sincere greetings and good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

V;"{«A%Aéwé) 2\ :

A. Reiss
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