
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996. 
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996. 

Box Folder 
     8        7a 

National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, 1981-1995. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 



Kenneth Keenan, President 
NFTB 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Ken: 

December 18, 1995 
25 Kislev 5756 

Your invitation to be honored by the NFTB at its Spring 
Board meeting pleased me very much. Alas, I cannot be at 
the JCS banquet. I have a long standing engagement with 
our congregation in Plattsburgh, New York for the entire 
week-end and simply cannot be in Cleveland on May 18, 
1996. 

Please convey my regrets to all of your NFTB/JCS 
colleagues. The thought equals the deed and I am very 
grateful to one and all for your desire to honor me., 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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December 15, 1995 

To: 

From: 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Kenneth Keenan, NFTB (5c '\.__i---' 

Our Spring board meeting is taking place in Cleveland, Ohio in 
May, at the Marriott Hotel in Beachwood. 

We would be honored if you would be our guest speaker at the JCS 
Banquet on Saturday evening, May 18, 1996. 

We would also like to take the opportunity to honor you at that 
time. 

Please check your calendar and advise us if you will be able to join 
us. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Sponsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society• An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



Mr. Leo Cooper 

August 17, 1995 
21 Av 5755 

7083 Cedarhurst Drive, S.W. 
Fort Meyers, FL 33919 

Dear Leo: 

I'm glad you received the requested material on 
Brotherhood. As for the assistance you seek on promoting 
Christian support for Israel, I am asking the Association 
of Reform Zionists of Anerica (ARZA) to contact you with 
suggestions in the specific area. They are Reform 
Judaism's Israel arm. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: ARZA 

/ 
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erhood President's Resource Guide yesterday, 11 1• 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

July 21, 1995 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Doug Barden - Brotherhood 

The enclosed is self-explanatory. Would you please send 

Leo Cooper whatever help he requests. Note his second 

paragraph. 

\' Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
. ..,-~ SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



Mr. Leo Cooper 

July 21, 1995 
23 Tammuz 5755 

7083 Cedarhurst Drive, S.W. 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 

Dear Leo: 

I have your note of July 10th and I am glad that you 
have assumed responsibility for resuscitating the Men's 
Club at your temple. 

I am sending a copy of your letter to the Executive 
Director of the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and I am sure that you will hear from him 
soon. 

As for the matter of helping Israel establish itself, 
virtually every arm of our movement is involved in the 
task of doing so, particularly the Religious Action 
Center for Reform Judaism, located in Washington, D.C., 
which works nationally with Congress and with the White 
House and also through its many contacts with Christian 
communities to secure Israel's safety. That is every 
Jew's obligation. 

So, you keep on doing as you did with your letter 
enclosed in the Interfaith Council of Southwest Florida 
because the struggle for Israel's survival is fought 
not only in the nation's capital, but in every Jewish 
community in our land. 

All the very best. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President, UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

SHALOM 

• 

7083 Cedarhurst Dr. S.W. 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
(941)481-7443 

July 10, 19'35 

I come to you for help with two other matters: re-establishment of 
our Men's Club/Brotherhood, Temple Beth-El, Fort Myers, Florida. 
We have just organized an Amerli,:,ration Committee t,:, "heal wc,unds" 
within our Congregation. I have been honored with the Chaimanship 
of that Committee. Our hope is that this Committee will serve as a 
means of reconciliation of conflict within the Congregation. This 
will offer any Congregant with a complaint or dissatisfaction with 
anyone or anything in the Administration or with the Rabbi, will 
talk to our Committee first to attempt to resolve it. It is our 
hope that Amelioration Committee will be able to handle it to the 
mutual satisfaction of the parties concerned. Your suggestions wo­
uld be most helpful. 

First, can and would the National Federation of Temple Brotherho­
ods send us material that will help us organize it? We would be 
grateful for all of the help it can provide us. 

The second item is a matter of Interfaith (Jewish-Christian-Mos­
lem) relations. How can the world and our Jewish community con­
vince the Christian community to help Israel secure it status as 
the Jewish Homeland and NATION within its Commonwealth boundaries? 
And to secure the whole of Jerusalem as its nation's Cap[ital? En­
closed is a copy of our Interfaith Council of Southwest Florida 
Newsletter. In it I appeal to the Christian Communiity to support 
Israel in its struggle for full recoognition as a nation among na­
tions and security against its destruction by the Islamic Funda­
amentalists and the nations that surround it. 

I would appreciate and be grateful for your comments and suggest­
ions as to how the world Jewish Community can get Christian help 
f ,:,r I s r ae 1 . 



• April 4, 1995 

Dear Friends: 

My sincere thimks :and appreciation to those who attended and participated in 
tl,11:! March Z8 !nterlaitt, Cuuncil meeting at the Waterford Place. Sixxteen people par­
ticipated. However, only one retired rabbi and m1e 1'11.il1i.ster were present. 

The topic chosen for discussi011 was 11"'1lat Is God?" The definitions and l'ftem1.il1g 
of U-,e tem "GOD" rangeu fro'lh 11Hature 11 to "JU.I. BEING. 11 111 the eud, it appeared tlu1.t 
God is a personal be.il1g envisioned by each person according to bis/her own insights. 
It appeared that each of us believes in SOlTle idea of a II SUprelTle Beil1g. 11 Jews and 
cbristi.m1s believe .ill the :sarr,e "GOD" Mlisl.iJfls also believe .ill the sa!Jle "GOD, 11 but 
they ca.11 Hm Allah. Thus Jews, Christians and Musfus agree on one Di.ety_ 

The next 1T1eetil1y of the Interfaith council will. he TUesday .• April 25, 11: 30 
A. Yo. at tile ":lfat.erloro P Inc~, 8351 College Pkwy (befa;eE-fl 1/fhiskey »r-. and Winlc.ler 
I(.J._). Reficeslur,ents will. .be avai..Lw.le. Clergy and Lay persons are .ilwited to come anJ. 
participate .h1 all aspects of the ,neeting. Please plan to attend. Ca.11 481-7443 or 
tl1e wa.terlord,433-4445 to tell us. you are co1T1.illy. Hope to see you at tl1is 1lleet.il1g. 

During the March 28 ,neeting the content, va.J.ue and distr.ilru.tion of the ITFC 
llewslet.t.er was dis-cussed. It appears t.hat 5-0'!Tle of those attending felt that the pub­
lication w1o "sL:t.nt.ed" and not "even-handed" between Israel and the 11Palestil1ian 11 

Arabs. It 1"!a.y be that SO'll'!e of those :present were not fully aware of the intricacies 
of Uie Arab-Israeli conflict. and tli11: p:roesent onyoillg "Peace Process. 11 This appears~ 
to be tile reason tile Newsletter was not ,nade avail.able to the congregations. 

Your editor has 1T1ade eve~./ effort to be pragmatic on the issue of Arab/I s.raeli 
.t-elation!.. :But in view of the long l1ist.oxy of the conflict and the pur.su.it. of bl.am­
ic dol'l'li.na.tion of the area and other parts of the world through terrorism, .i:nclud.:il1g­
.in our own u. s. , it is .inlposs:il>.le to he "even-footed" on an 11-unlevel pla_v.h1g field. " 

we cmmot understand why the civiliz.;ed World syfflpathues with those who have 
1T1:1u.ie -mucl1 of the world a livil1g- bell, by their bullets, b01'nhs, axes, lrnoves and 
clubs. it. can only :be the fear of losin9· a iTlajor source of our oil aud com1T1er-ce and 
eud.ang-er.illg the cbri.stians. liv.il1y and worltil1g ill the Arab and Mu.sliJTi c0101tries. The 
Jews 1,a.ve C01ll11'1itted many terrorist acts against the Arabs and their sympat:h.u.ers. 
B'Ut. they cmm!'litted themselves to gain, hold and preserve tile Hation-stat.e of Israel 
re-estsbl.ist1ed by the Uilited llations ., but which the Arabs attemnpted to destroy. 

I11e A1flericm1 people, 11sua1Jy ~patheti..c t.o the oppressed people of the wo:do., 
now 51,mpathiz.:e witll the Arab terrorists. "Why? "'1lat people bas been 1'110:re oppressed 
over tt,e .last 3,000 ye~, .including Uie a.biost total destruction of the Jewish peo­
ple b!r the Holocaust ill Europe . A people that has g-iven so fflUCh to our hUJl'lanit.!r :and 
lnli'ii&i civ .i..l.iz;ation: in re.141.ion, iM:ral code, ,:ulture, law, ll'tedic.ille, literature_, 
music , science and otiler fields that have benefited ALL lrumanity? Why are t.r,~r :5111 
deinm&11iz;eii by tl,ose they t,ave lnmf.itted.? 

vht.ii 1S4i, wl,en the U'ilited :ii1:i.ti.o1l::!> vol.eu l..o partition the Brit,ish :M11nd.at.ii:: ..,;:_ 
"Palestine ," il1to tile truncated l'l'lini-st..ate of Israel. The homeless Jewish people 
ac.,;~:ptetl. Six Arab govermr,ents attacl;ed t."le 1lil:W 1\ation. T11ey lost the war~ lmt 
I srnel acce!)ted the anni.stice t.enns, lrut had not one day of peace since then . 



:-.:-u:i' b.iv 1T1i.llenia be Jewi.st1 people were wmuleri.ng stateless. n,ey werel,erded 
.into walled and gated land areas and were only able t..o come and go ,mder the dict.­
te:s. of tl,e government guards. l'he areas were call.ed "ghettos" .ili the "pa.le of set­
ileme)1ts 11 in S01T1e Eeuropean countries such as ~ and Poland. 

'!he Jewish people are not de111anding paylnent for their centuries of suffer.in!'!., 
1,u.t U1ey an: &.SJ...ilig the Christian world to give them 8l) even cl,ance to regain and 
'iw ld t.heir red.aiJT!ed Jtomel.Jmd and to 1 ive ill peD~e with their neighbors '\llho 1"1igrated .u.-t.u U,e ul(i. Land. uf Israel when they wen: (orce<i out, woich the A:rahs cl.&..i.rn it as 
their rrwn . The world must rea.lue that eve~r nation exi.stmg today or .il) the !)8.."-t., 
~~.;uw.iiM,e~ it~ll as a uati.oll on lami alre&.dy ucc11pik<i by ~1t1eone e~ whu touk. it 
fro.,,.. !"Y'eV iolL.._ <1ccupiers ... a:nd so on mto the past. Why should Israel be denied the 
:t:'i!li1t tu repu~!. .its own land, which, 11.ccorciiJl9 to tl1~ :Bible!. and Uae .Ko:001, Un:1.t 
t.hP three faiths hold to be true, was givell t..o t.helT! by the God all three Fa_iths. ac­
t;ept. Must U1e r.i.gt1t of "Rr.'""TUJm" he denied to thelfl l.,ec~ tl1e:y nre Jews·? 

I( c,1r.i:!.ti.&11ity wants to retaill its rights ano. respm1!.i1ilit.i~s fo tl1e iioly 
I.ane _, t.nei, should join with Israel to res.i.st the drive of the politica.l/:rcligfo°llt; 
:i:~d.uica.l IslllJllics a:nd their syfflpathet.i.2.ers to take over M.L the Litllci. holy t.o U,e Jews 
;1md chr.i.•,:tians, .illcluding Je:ru.sa.l.e111, wich is as holy to the Christians a.-. it i._-,. to 
t.u J'ew:!». Il1 this Land mld cities Jesus w&.lked_. prayed and pre:&.cl,ed. Here lie w;io 
crucified by the Romans as a rebel. l'his Land and its Capital, Jenisalei,o, must be 
p~se:cvei as U,e C&pitnl of I sra.el and Christianity. I ~.lrut, 's l!lu!.que of O:rl'lar, th~ 011~ 
with the g-ilded dome, was Jrui.lt on the site of Israel• s Holy Te7nple. All that re-
1T:itlJ1s of U1e Jews' Great TelTlple is the Weste:m wall.. 

The true Holy Arab :religious capital and ltoliest City is Mecca; the secmld Arab 
Holy city is Medina, both are .ill Sawli Arabia. In Mecca is the 1T1ost tioly :Kaaba 
:'illr.i:ne - the I s.lamic Holy of Holies. It is to this shr.ille that :Mosl.e1T1s turn towards 
·w11~i1 U1e:i,r p1:·ay to .h.l.lah, no 1T1atter were they are - not the Land of Israel or Jeru­
s.alel'fl. The Arabs hve no cla.iJn to the Jewish and C"nristian Laud and its Capital. 

The "d.ia.l.ogue" between Christians and Jews wil.1 remain mean.i:nyless and empty 
gestures as an effort to hr.illg to us our jo.illt patri.mo·r,y of ou:r Lami and om' :icni:U1:!> .. 
if we, christilms and Jews, penriit the Islmnic radicals mld t.heir supro~rs t..o keer• 
u.::,. frol'l'I wi11:1.t is rightfully ours - we Jews' and Christi.ans•. 

LeL ~ ·uot be fooled by the Arab Llandi!Jin,ents of "pe&.ce." l'hey are sti.ll dett:r­
m.il1ed t..o plL<lih the Jews into the sea and reduce the Christians m the Land to serfs. 
ne~ ~ wl1nl U1e G:r·and. Mufti of Saudi Ara.ab.i.&. -s.&..i..d m Janway 1.$35, "P~ace witl, U1e 
,l'e'\lls does llOt. dictate malting the .!Jmd 1mder the Jews' COlltrol their properl:lr fo:r­
~v~t·. it u.i.d.at.e!. 1T1ak.ing the land their px'Operl.y te1T1poraril.y, Wltil the ... tru.ce exp­
.i:res or· the Mosle1"1S ga.il1 the strength to drive the1T1 out by force ... so they mu.~t. be 
.fou.yM ..... until they convert to Isl.ani or pay tribute, f1&.v.il1g brought low." Rest as­
sured the Christimls are mclnded, without sa,iring so. WP urge the Christi.ans now m 
~ .l&l1d!. to co111e t.o Israel to help it preserve tlle Land_. ·me Capital m·1d U,e re­
ligious freedom now enjo1red by ALL the people now liv.illg m the Israel commonwealth_ 

'I/IE IMPLORE 11fE CHRISTIANS OF THE U.S. AND THE WORLD TO JOI:W .AND SUPPORT ISRAEL 
iii Il'S D~Iim.TIOli TO P:aESEP.VE ITS STATE 1uID THE Fl\EEDOMS FOR 1U.L THE PEOPLE LIV­
ING 'WITiiIJl 11fE BOUNDAIUES OF THE COMMO>iWEALTlt OF I SPAEL - TIIE J.1,JID GIVE>l 11fEM BY GOD 
Kim SJiilCTIFIEii BY JESUS CHRI S'I' WHO LI\"ED, PRAYED 1iiID HEM.ED THE PEOPLE Ui IT .AND 
WHOSE DECIPLES FOUJIDED THE CHRISTI1dl' FAI111 TllEREON. LET lfS 'irnI.K TOG.ETHER, 1\1\M Iil' 
ARM AGAI~"SI' OUR COMMOJl Ei&EMY. (A reasoned respouse, pro/con, would be appreciated). 
(Leo Cooper, 7083 Cedarhurst Dr. S.W., Fort Myers, FL 33919 481-7443) 





++++ISLAM++++ 

.By Leo Cooper 

"Know thine enemies ... and ... friends." is an old saying . It is still true today. We are talking 
about the Arabs. the Muslims and the Islamic fundamentalists who are terrifying the world 
to gain domination - if we. the rest of the world permit ourselves to be sedated. fortunately. the Islamic Radicals are a small minority in Islam - a billion souls strong . However we must 
be ever on our guard against them. 

Islam is the second branch of the Judaic Tree; Christianit11 is the first Branch . The Qur 'an 
is the Holy Book of Islam. as is the Pentateuch for the Jews and the New Testament is for the 
Christians. The Qur'an recognizes the validity of the latter tvro. but it does not supercede 
them. In fact. the Qur'an concurs in their teachings . for example. in the chapter (surah) 
of the Cow. verses (ayat) 1 '.36. "We believe in Allah (God) and that which has been revealed 
to us ... and to Abraham. Ishmael, Isaac and Jacob and the tribes and in that which was g1ven 
to Moses and Jesus ... and to the prophets from their Lord. we do not make any distinction 
from their Lord. we do not make any distinction between any of them and to Him do we 
submit." 

Islam. like many other religions. grew from an embryonic vision by one ma.fl of a gre­
ater Power speaking to him and asking him to believe in Him and to follow Him . And so it 
was with Islam a.snd its founder. Muhammad. In 610 A.D .. when. at age 48. in a cave in Mout 
Hira three miles from Mecca occured the fatefUl "Night of Power." when Muhammad had 
his vision of the angel Gabriel. In this vision Gabriel said to him. "Muhammad. recite : 'In .... 
the name of thy Lord who createth. create th man from a. clot. Recite. Thy Lord is the Most -.~ 
Bounteous. who teacheth by the pen . He teacheth man that which he knew not."' Thus to a 
man. Muhammad. was revealed the <'. <-t portion of the Quar ·an. Islam's Holy Book. said to be 
Allah's (God's) eternal and Infallible ~1 ord. an Muhammad. of the Tribe of Qurayah. was Hi~ 
Messenger. So rose Islam which means "submission to Allah ." A Muslim is one who "sub­
mits" to Allah . This expressed in the prayer phrase. "Allahu Akbar," "God is most great." is 
heard everywhere prayerfUlly and exclamatory. 

Islam has five Tenets of the faith. five Pillars of the faith and ten Commandments. The 
five Tenets are: 1. Allah is the greatest and stands alone. 2. Belief in the Hereafter and re­
ward and punishment in this and the other world . 3. Muhammad is the la.st of the Prophets . 
4. The Qua'an is the Book revealed by Allah to Muhammad. S. The Community of faith in­
cludes all who believe in A11ah and Islam. egardless of race. toungue or status. 

The five Pillars of Islam are: 1. Confession of the faith . 2. Prayer - to pray at dawn. noon. 
late afternoon. sunset and after nightfall. facing Mecca and the Kaaba during all prayers. 
3. Alms giving - to purify man's remaining wealth. 4. fasting from dawn to dusk during 
Ramadan. the month during which Muhammad is said to have received the first revelation . S. All Moslems should make at lea.st one Hajj (pilgrimage) to Mecca in their lifetime. 

Islam's Ten Commandments are: 1. Belief in Allah - the one and only God. 2. Honor your 
parents. l Respect the rights of others. 4. Be generous. but do not squander . S. Don 't kill 
without just cause. 6. Don commit adultry. 7. Protect the orphans . 8. Deal justly and equit­
ably. 9. Be of pure heart and mind. 10. Be humble and unpretentious .. 

!fore a.bout Islaw a.nd other raith.s in future issues if rea.ders request it . 
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February 15, 1994 

~ 
(1 ~ CONFIDENTIAL 

, ,~ 1 ; ' 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

TO: Melvin Merians 

COPY: Rabbi Eric Yoffie, Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 

I had my meeting with Douglas Barden whom Brotherhood 
wants to elect to the Executive Directorship of NFTB. I 
was impressed with him. He is enthusiastic, has a fairly 
decent Jewish background and even stronger Jewish 
commitments. He also seems to have some conception of 
what the needs of the position are. 

I asked Eric to double check the references with ORT and I 
checked with his most recent positions in that marketing 
firm. Both of these references were excellent. The 
respondents praised Douglas's administrative skills, his 
industry and his enthusiasm, his ability to relate well to 
others. 

He did leave his last position "by mutual consent." It 
appears that when he was promoted to Associate Director, 
he was compelled to deal largely in the legal realm and to 
interact with t he attorneys of the firm. This was a 
realm in which he was neither fully qualified nor 
comfortable. 

All in all, I think this is as good a bet as any and I 
als o approve the salary of $65,000 which they are setting 
:or him. It certainly is well in line with the rest of 
t _,e staff salary structure. 

', 4 ./ . 
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,,, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



February 9, 1994 
28 Shevat 5754 

Roger B. Jacobs, President 
NFTB 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Roger: 

Many thanks for your most gracious invitation to address 
the NFTB Spring Board meeting. I much appreciate the 
honor of speaking at the JCS banquet and thus truly regret 
that I am unable to be with you any my many friends of 
NFTB/JCS. 

As you know, my schedule is often booked many months, 
indeed often years in advance. Alas, I have two out-of­
town speaking engagements during the very week-end of your 
Spring meeting and thus it is not possible for me to join 
you and my many friends come May. 

Please do convey my deepest regrets to one and all. I 
wish you every success during this critical meeting and 
hope it will mark the beginning of a new and exciting era 
in the life and work of NFTB/JCS. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021-7064 • {212) 570-0707 1-800-765-6200 •FAX # {212) 570-0960 

To: 

From: 

Re.: 

February 6, 1994 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Roger B. Jacobs, President 

Westchester Spring Board Meeting 
May 12-15, 1994 

Our Spring Board meeting will be held May 12-15, 1994 at the 
Rye Hilton Hotel. 

It would give us great honor if you would accept our invitation to be our keynote 
speaker on Saturday night, May 14, at our JCS Banquet which is scheduled for 
cocktails at 6:00 pm and dinner at 7:15 pm. 

We would be delighted if your wife would join you and be our guests for 
dinner. 

If your schedule permits, we would be pleased if you would join us for all or 
part of the meeting as well as Friday night at the Sabbath Service. 

Warmest regards. 

Sponsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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DORLEDOR 
S[RVICl TO ALL GENERATIONS 

President 
Roger B. Jacobs 
New Orleans, LA 

First Vice President 

Kenneth Keenan 
New Rochelle , NY 

Vice Presidents 

Stephen K. Breslauer 
Houston, TX 

Benjamin J. Dubin 
Baltimore, MD 

Jay D. Hirsch 
Houston, TX 

Lawrence J. Lauer 
Glencoe, IL 

Bernard Maged 
Cedar Grove, NJ 

Treasurer 
Hugh M. Odza 
Philadelphia, PA 

Assistant Treasurers 

Gerald G. Aransky 
Needham, MA 

Mark Lefkowitz 
Cedar Grove, NJ 

Secretary 
Philip Abraham 
Baltimore, MD 

Assistant Secretaries 

Gary E. Rosenthal 
Milwaukee, WI 

Thomas E. Wiener 
Wynnewood, PA 

Honorary President 
J. Robert Arkush 
Los Angeles, CA 

Executive Director 

Lewis Eisenberg 
New York, NY 

To: 

From: 

December 10, 1993 

~ Rabbis Alexander M. Schindler, Dan ~yme 

Eric Y offie and Mel Merians 

Dora Lee, Acting Office Manager 

Please let us know if t e enclosed Job Description for 

the NFTB/JCS Execut1 e Director meets with your approval 

before we send it out. 

Roger Jacobs is most anxio s to have the letter to the National 

Board out by the beginning f next week. 

I would, therefore, appreciate y ur comments as soon as 

possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sponsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



JOB DESCRIPTION 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FIVE MAJOR AREAS OF OPERATION 

1) WITHIN THE OFF1CE: Chief Administrator of office staff for NFTB and JCS, 
overseeing all financial operations, mailings, billings and other cyclical areas of 
operation. The Executive Director is ultimately responsible for staff productivity and 
moral. He does all hiring and firing except non-Union personnel requiring consulting 
and approval of the Chairman of the Personnel Committee. 

2) WITH THE BOARD AND OFFICERS: The Executive Director is the primary 
contact for National Board members in their internal dealings with the organization. 
The Executive Director assists the President and Chancellor in all their duties and 
helps them define and implement their agenda. He works the same way with 
Committee Chairmen, Regional and Council Presidents. 

3) WITH BROTHERHOODS: The Executive Director creates new programs and 
evaluates existing programs in coordination with appropriate committees. The 
Executive Director visits individual Brotherhoods and Regions to aid, inspire and 
assist local Brotherhoods in their programs and activities. He speaks at Shabbat 
Services, Board Meetings and other public functions as allowed by time and funding. 

4) WITH UAHC: The Executive Director attends all UAHC meetings in order to 
represent the positions of Brotherhood. He attends monthly department head 
meetings at 838. He communicates with UAHC department heads on issues of 
common interest. The Executive Director regularly speaks to rabbinical student at 
HUC-JIR. 

5) OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY for fundraising for NFTB and JCS. 

The Executive Director has the following specific responsibilities: 

1) Recognize the need for immediate attention to Brotherhood retention -
Brotherhood acquisition and the need for coordination between National, 
Regional and local Brotherhoods, emphasizing the value of NFTB 
membership and JCS activities. 

2) Write and design JCS brochures, informational newsletters and direct mail 
pieces. 

3) Program and implement Board Meetings, Officer's Meetings and Biennial 
Conventions. 

4) Write or rewrite all basic Brotherhood brochures and manuals as necessary. 



5) Primary responsibility for fund raising activities. This includes: 
a) Initiating development of new programs to accomplish fund 

raising objectives together with Lay fund raising committee, the 
President of NFTB and the Chancellor of JCS. 

b) Follow up the executions of these programs. 
c) Calling on the Board of Directors, Officers and others to assist, 

on a "as required" basis. 

6) To implement the fund raising activities of NFTB by coorqination of office 
and professional staff with that of the lay leadership. 

7) To design and implement a public relations program calculated to create 
public awareness and to build confidence in the credibility of the work of 
NFTB and JCS. 

8) To implement an organized program of fund raising, through coordination of 
all professional staff and lay leadership under the direction of the JCS 
Chancellor. 

9) To provide a financial report on all JCS and Brotherhood financial affairs on 
a monthly basis to the Officers and to the Board as a whole on a quarterly 
basis. 

10) Review of Brotherhood and JCS administrative and operating procedures with 
an eye toward possible consolidation of these operations with that of the 
Union. 
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January 7, 1993 

TO: Lewis Eisenberg 
From:Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Dear Lewis: 

Below is my commentary for your special CJS issue. Please 
feel free to add to it or to detract from it as you see fit. 
No need to fax it down to me for approval, I have infinite 
faith in you. 

Here goes: , 

JCS is Brotherhoods ' most praise worthy achievement. It is 
an institution in which our entire religious community can 
take just pride. 

NFTB was the very first on the American Jewish scene 
to reach out to the Christian community, the very first to 
engage in an organized dialogue with them. And in the 
process its leaders created an altogether remarkable 
educational vehicle, CJS, the most extensive Jewish 
educational program of its kind in North America, if not in 
the world. Generations of Christian college students have 
gained a great appreciation of Jews and Judaism because of 
this endeavor. And countless generations of Jewish men and 
women on campus have deepened their knowledge of our 
spiritual legacy. 

What should JCS be doing as it moves into the second 
century of its collective being? 

For one, I would favor a special effort to introduce JCS 
programming to campuses serving particular and divergent 
groupings in our land; Black colleges, for instance, or 
schools which provide higher learning to Hispanic students, 
and the like. Further, I would like to see JCS extend its 
reach to embrace communities other than Christian. I speak 
particularly of the Moslem religion, a growing force 
throughout the world, certainly in the Middle East, even as 
it is here in America. 

JCS can pioneer in these spheres as it did before and once 
it does the future of NFTB will be as glorious as was its 
past. 



December 15, 1992 

FROM: Edith J. Miller 

TO: Lewis Eisenberg 

COPY: 

Thank you for sharing the letter which appeared in the 

Palm Beach Je~ish World. It has already been brought to 

our attention and there will be a response from the UAHC 

to Manfred Lehmann. He is a long time critic of most of 

what we do. 

l \ \'JI 3 
~·'?' Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 
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Editorial 

Tracking the New Anti-SernitisIIl 
The recent eruption of anti-Semitism in Europe 

and here in America - like clouds of gas from 
some underground volcanic tract - should provoke 
Jewish soul-searching, and that of non-Jews too. 

The point is not simply to beat one's breast and 
fret, but to try to understand what is happening, and 
how to respond. In each case, it seems, the issue is 
not merely how some people feel, but what in fact 
their governments do. 

In Europe, there is good news and bad news. The 
bad news is that anti-Semitic outbursts continue in 
Italy, Spain, France, Sweden, much of Eastern Eur­
ope, and, of course, Germany. The good news is 
that the governments of those countries are taking 
measures to suppress the hatred and violence. What 
is more, the government measures are being sup­
ported by thousands of Europeans of good will, 
who respond when their leaders actually lead in op­
posing anti-Semitism. 

It should be borne in mind that the European 
country that really matters for Jews is not Germany 
(where Jews number only 35,000 today), but France 
(with a Jewish population of 750,000). While there 
is serious anti-Semitism from both the right and the 
left in France, the government takes active mea­
sures against it. Moreover, grassroots organizati~ns 
opposed to anti-Semitism are strong and active 
there. 

In My View 

In America, there is also bad news, but here the 
good news is better. While a recent and shocking 
report of the Anti-Defamation League found hard­
core anti-Semitic attitudes among 20 percent of 
Americans, that figure represents a decline by 
nearly one-half in hard-core anti-Semitism from a 
generation ago. In other words, anti-Semitism h 
by no means disappeared here, but it is significant y 
less. . 

The departure of the Bush AdministratiOQ is also 
good news, given the lack of respon~iveness on t . 
President's part to denounce the hkes of Da id 
Duke and Pat Buchanan within his own party. ill 
Clinton picked up on this when he campaig ed 
among Jewish voters, and there is reason to hope 
will be equally appalled by anti-Semitism of the 
left. The tone he sets in this regard will be impor­
tant because of the botched responses to ethnic vio­
lence by local governments in Los Angeles and 
New York. 

American Jews have a difficult set of tasks ahead 
in responding to assimilation - "continuity" as it 
is now being called - and a declining influence in 
American life. While we should not ignore anti­
Semitism, neither should we exaggerate it. As a 
community we must remain mobilized to combat it, 
and to insist that officials at all levels of our gov­
ernment do the same. 

Bet~een Serious and Junk 
BY JOSEPH R. RACK.MAN 

Admit it, you've got a winter vacation coming up 
and the choice is between reading a serious book on 
Judaism or a junk book. 

The more compulsive among you will plod 
through the heavy prose of the serious work, the 
guiltless among you will read the junk book and 
some of you, torn by dilemma, will simply turn on 
a television. Well, this columnist has the perfect 
solution for you. What fo llows are descriptions of 
Jewish junk books from murder mysteries to a 
LeCarre-type thriller. 
This way you can read 
a junk book and still 
feel a little frum. 

Jewish murder 
mysteries 

In the early 1960's a 
book editor was 
meeting with Harry 
Kemelman, a professor 
at a New England 
College. Apparently the 
professor's book 
proposal was of 
limited interest, but the editor noted that he was de­
lighted with Kemelman's tales over lunch about the 
travails of the rabbi of the suburban synagogue to 
which kemelman belonged. The stories of the fac­
tions within the congregation and how the rabbi had 
to negotiate a course between them whil~ remaining 
true to his beliefs fascinated him. The editor sug­
gested a murder mystery with this as the backdrop 
and thus was born the Father Brown of Judaism, 
Rabbi David Small. Friday the Rabbi Slept Late 
was published in 1964 and was followed by Satur­
day the Rabbi Went Hungry, Sunday the Rabbi .... , 
etc. After exhausting the seven days of the week, 
Kemelman continued on, so that now there are ten 
books in the series. They are British murder myste­
ries, in that they are ten books in the series. They 
are British murder mysteries, in that characteriza­
tion is very strong and violence is kept to a mini­
mum. They are all highly recommended. 

A worthy successor to the Kemelman series, with 
a rabbi hero, is being written by Rabbi Joseph Te­
lushkin. His three works thus far are The Unortho­
dox Murder of Rabbi Wohl, The Final Analysis of 
Dr. Stark anl An £ye for An Eye. Given Rabbi Te­
lushkin 's popular (and important) works on Juda­
ism (including the Nine Questions People Ask ~b­
out Judaism and Why the Jews ?, co-authored with 
Dennis Prager, and Jewish Literacy), it is not sur­
prising that the series places a greater emphasis on 
Jewish substantive knowledge than does the Kernel­
man series. Nonetheless,the story lines are good 
and are very much worth reading. 

The third popular writer of Jewish mysteries is 
Faye Kellerman, featuring Peter Decker, a Los_ 
Angeles police detective who becomes romantically 
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tnvolved with the widow of a Yeshiva student,' Rina 
Lazarus. It is an interesting combination, the hard­
nose detective and the Orthodox: female . The five 
books in the series, The Ritual Bath, Sacred and 
Profane, Milk and Honey, Day of Atonement and 
False Prophet, all have a certain warmth about 
them. They are best read in order. 

An Israeli murder mystery 
The Saturday Morning Murder by Batya Gor 

may be the first mystery novel by an Israeli writer 
to reach American readers. Analyst at the Jeru­
salem Psychoanalytic Institute has been murdered 
and Ms. Gor spends much of her time describing 
the psychiatric profession. It has no J~wish substan­
tive content, making it truly an Israeli murder mys­
tery. It could easily have been set in Cairo or Bang­
kok. Nonetheless, it was set in Jerusalem and that 
gives you an excuse for reading it instead of some­
thing Jewish-seriou.s. 

A Jewish LeCarre 
Stephen Hartov made aliyah from America in the 

mid-1970s and served in the Israeli Defense Forces 
Parachute Corps. The Heat of Ramadan is his liter­
ary debut and he has pr0duce~ a thrill~r th~t Eliane, 
my wife, loved. I did not partJcularly hke 1t, b~t 
then again I am among the few who does not hke 
LeCarre, either. In this particular case, I would pre­
fer to read Spinoza, but suspect that most of you 
would prefer Hartov. 

Looking backwards 
One of the more unusual books to appear recen­

tly , Fatherland, is set in the Berlin of 1964 and is 
based upon the premise that Nazi Germany won 
World War II. The American president is set to 
visit Berlin to initiate detente with the Third Reich. 
Kennedy is our president, not John, ?ut his fat~er, 
Joseph (who in the 1930s was a Nazi sy':°path1zer). 
This book was a number one best seller m England 
and has enjoyed significant commercial success in 
the United States. It is a gripping book. 

Jewish romances 
Finally, completing this survey of J_ewish junk . 

books, Naomi Ragen has written a pau o! _romantic 
novels set in the ultra-orthodox commumtJes of Jer­
usalem and Brooklyn, J ephte's Daughter and Sotah. 
If you want your Danielle Steel with a Jewish fla-
vor, try either of these novels.. . 

So you may ask, why did this article appear? Ob­
viously, reading these books will not help yo~ be­
come a better Jew. The main reason was that 1t 
gave me an excuse to put aside all t~e serious Jew­
ish reading I have, so that I could pick up a bunch 
of junk books and read them, just the way you 
should. 

Joseph Rademan is a partner in the Manhat­
tan law firm of Squadron, Ellenoff, Plesent & 
Lehrer. 

ers to the Editor 

Reform Judaism 
Enemy of Israel 

tor: 

I have just returned from Israel, 
where our brethren have been suf­
fer ing one tragedy and near­
tragedy after the other, day by 
day. 

The acceleration of violence 
against the Jewish population is. 
the result of a two-prong strategy 
of Yasser Arafat, terrorist chief 
par excellence: through murder­
ous attacks inside Israel, on one 
hand, and smiley-faced propa­
ganda abroad on the other. 

I was therefore saddened to see 
the letter by representatives of the 
Reform in Miami in your issue of 
November 13th. While our bre­
thren are in mortal danger 
through the designs of the PLO to 
destroy the Jewish State, the Re­
form Temple cavalierly talks of 
inviting for discussion, represen­
tatives of the same PLO, to hear 
"disparate points of view" under 
the heading "All Viewpoints must 
be heard." 

If the Reform does not feel any 
repulsion of having inside its 
halls representatives of an organi­
zation that has the blood of so 
many of our fellow Jews on its 
hands, perhaps this simile would 
help bring my message home: 
suppose during the Holocaust, a 
Reform Temple would invite the 
commander of Auschwitz or SS 
leader Himmler to discuss their 
"disparate points of view" of the 
Jewish people, would they then 
realize the absurdity of their act? 

As to how this discussion has 
anything to do with Reform, here 
is my answer: since the beginning 
of Zionism, the Reform has been 
a sworn enemy of the return to a 
Jewish State. Their prayer books 
were purged of all references to a 

return to Jerusalem, to the coming 
of the Messiah, or the rebuilding 
of the Temple. In fact, not so 
long ago, some Reform leaders 
would make a condition for mem­
bership a written statement never 
to support Zionism. 

Furthermore, the Reform has 
demonstrated its alienation from 
,authentic Judaism by declaring 
ct1iaren of Christian mothers to 
be Jews, a step which has driven 
a dagger through the heart of 
Jewish unity, since no legitimate 
Jews would accept such children 
as Jews. 

Recent I 
xande Schindler ca e on Jews 
not to thank f e mig ty or s-· 
rae s eltverancc from Scuds 
dunng peration D~ Storm, 
but instead to~~efraqi 
victims of Saddam Hussein ' s 
War. Such alienation from loyalty 
to Jewish history and tradition, 
has marked Reform members as 
"terminal Jews", one step ahead 
of Unitarianism. No wonder they 
feel so little compassion with the 
fate of Jews in Israel. 

I hope that the Jews of Miami 
have learned a lesson from this 
sad interlude in our midst. 

Dr. Manfred R. Lehmann 
Miami Beach 

Who Needs A/PAC 
To the.Editor: 

The most recent scandal in-· 
volving AIP AC and its now .tee 
signed president, David• -Steiner-; 
hit a raw ne rve in -the -Jewish 
community. 

The question emerges whether· 
this lobby with its lavish 15 mil­
lion doll-ar-budget -is-reaU-v-needed 
either by Israel or the American 
Jews. This organization's high 
pressure tactics in Washington, 
D.C. have, by too many accounts, 
antagonized more legislators than 

Off the Pulpit 

gained genuine support for Israel 
among them. AIPAC claims to 
defend Israel's interests though, 
in fact, it has always promoted 
the policies of only one faction in 
Israeli politics, those of the ex­
treme right-wing, ultra ­
nationalistic hard liners such as 
the former prime minister Shamir, 
Gen. Sharon, the Likud party and 
the religious zealots. 

AIPAC has a history of defam­
ing critics by calling them "self­
hating Jews" for daring to suggest 
that Israel seek to end the occupa­
tion and reach an accommodation 
with the Palestinians. In this way 
AIPAC cheapened and helped 
stifle political discourse in the 
Jewish community. 

One winces at the vulgar boast­
ing of the former AIP AC presi­
dent, Steiner, as revealed in the 
now public telephone taped dis­
cussion he had with a New York 
businessman and would be contri­
butor just before the elections. 
Here is a braggart assuring some­
one._of his great influence in high 
places, even with Gov. Clinton 
himself, on appointing the next 
,Secreiary of State. 

Past -Connecticut residents • in­
Fiorida may recall that one of our 
state's most distinguished sena­
tors Abraham Ribicoff, was the 
_ta._rg~t-Qf.~n.-:A.IJ?AC hatchet_ j9b--in­
the form of a memorandum to its 
mem.bers fourteen years ago. At 
the time Sen. Ribicoff had publ~ 
icly disagreed with .the then ~s­
raeli prime minister, Menah1m 
Begin, over Israeli settlements i_n 
the occupied territories. Sen. R1-
bicoff pointedly reminded Mr. 
Begin that he had a right to dis­
agree with him and further 
charged that AIPAC does "a great 
disservice to the United States, to 
Israel and to the Jewish commun­
ity" (Connecticut Jewish Ledger, 
March 23, 1978). 

Sid Resnick 
New Haven, Conn. 

Reflections on Restoring Religion 
BY RABBI N ORMAN N. S HAPIRO 
Aventura Tumbeny Jewish Center 

- B eth J acob 

Rece ntly , a young , w e ) [­
groomed young lady came to see 
me to enlist support in the resto­
ration of her fa ith. 

She had experienced a succes­
sion of tragedies in her fami ly 
and now was seeking a working 
faith. Her cultivated mind, how­
ever, prevented her from yielding 
to the emotion generated by the 
w o r d 
"fai th ." I 
co unt e red 
by pointing 
out that 
faith is not 
like instant 
coffee or 
tea. It can­
not b e 
turn ed on 
and off 
with th e 
ease of a 
faucet. 

Faith is a belief or means of 
accepting that belief through a 
life-long conditioning. Faith is 
not something that is induced by 
the whim of the moment and ban­
ished by the will of the mind. 

According to Edward Hodnett 
in "The Cultivated Mind," there 
are three distinguishing character­
istics of the cultivated mind. First 
of all, such a mind is not satisfied 
merely with being informed. It 
wants to know why. Secondly, the 
mind is discriminating. It is aware 
of and sensitive to values . 
Thirdly, the cultivated mind is 
primarily interested in man. 
Strength in one or two of these 
qualities or in others m_ay .Il?ake a 
mind able, talented or mv1tmg. It 
was the great French logician, 
Rene Descartes, who coined the 
expression, Cogito ergo sum - "I 
think, therefore I am". He proved 
that man existed through the use 
and workings of his mind. 

August Rodin has given us the 
statue "The Thinker," implying 
the importance of man ' s ponder­
ing over imponderables. That is 
all we are asking of our fellow 
human beings, regardless of race, 
religion or creed, to use their 
minds and hearts wherever reason 
and compassion are necessary. 

. I read somewhere that on a 
mantel in a village inn in Eng­
land, three lines are inscribed : 
"Fear knocked at the Door, Faith 
answe_red, No one was there." 

This inscription was carved at 
the time of Dunkirk, when Eng­
land besieged and beleaguered on 
all sides by the Nazis by land, sea 
and air - "feared a great fear" 
- Faith answered, and "there 
was no fear." Emunah (the word 
for faith) in the Hebrew tradition, 
is the name given in the Talmud 
to the Seder, i.e., the Order of 
Zeraim, which treatise deals with 
seeds and plantings. We can't 
make a move - think a thought, 
without consciously or subcon­
sciously reflecting this Emunah 
an act of faith. When a tree is 
planted or the soil is tilled, a 
child is conceived, a pledge is 
made, a vow redeemed, a poten­
tial realized - a tragedy unfolded 
- a crisis met - a sadness unex­
plained - all these are countless 
unmentioned situations, events or 
happenings are in essence "tests 
of fai th." With faith, life's aim­
lessness becomes purposeful. 
With faith, tenacity of spirit and 
resoluteness of will can become 
one - .With faith we can do the 
impossible - With a working 
faith, we can survive the worst 
and live up to the best. Faith -
Emunah, when all is said and 
done, is a derivative of the word 
"Amen," which means "So be it." 
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Mr. Alvin R. Corwin 
Kertheim. Schroder & Co. 
787 Seventh Avenue 
~ew York, ~Y 10019 

Dear Al: 

November 13. 199~ 
17 Heshvan 5753 

I much regret that your term of service on the UAHC 
Board of Trustees has come to an end. You have served 
with devotion and I write to convey personal as well as 
institutional appreciation for all your efforts in 
behalf of our sacred cause. 

Your commitment to Reform Judaism will not be 
diminished by the fact that you are no longer on our 
Board. I am certain that you will always respond to 
our call when assistance of any kind is required. 
After all, the future of the Jewish people is and 
always will be of deep concern to you. 

With gratitude for your years of service and with warm 
regards to you and Elaine, in which Rhea joins, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander~- Schindler 
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November 10, 1992 

Mr. Alvin R. Corwin 
Wertheim, Schroder & Co. 
787 Seventh Avenue 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Al: 

First let me put into a letter what I told you in person 
when Elaine and I were privileged to be with you at the 
NFTB/JCS Convention in New Orleans. It was a wonderful 
experience and we were delighted to be there. 

It is with regret that I write this letter on the 
termination of your membership on the UAHC Board of 
Trustees and its Executive Committee, and the 
termination, as well, of your post as President of the 
National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. 

We shall certainly miss your participation, and we hope 
that this technical change will in no way diminish your 
interest in, and support of, our many varied programs. 

Many thanks for all that you do in behalf of our 
movement. 

Warm personal good wishes to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 

tlelvin Merians 

cc: ~bbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 
Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie 
Mr. Lewis Eisenberg 



Mrs. Jane Ingenito 
73-29 198th Street 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366 

Dear Mrs. Ingenito: 

September 16, 1992 
18 Elul 5752 

If I might not recall the face, the name is certainly 
familiar after your years of service to NFTB. It was most 
distressing to receive your letter and I am truly sorry that 
you have been so ill and that you feel NFTB and the 
Personnel Department have not treated you properly. 

Even if I were to have both sides of the story, and I have 
not discussed this with others, there is nothing I can do in 
this instance but wish you a complete recovery and return to 
health and strength. I hope the New Year will be sweet and 
happy for you and those you love. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Roger Jacobs 
~iefer & Rudman 
Galleria One 
Suite 1212 

~RESIDE~, T 

1 Galleria Boulevard 
~etarie, La. 70001 

Dear Roger: 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK ,\I Y • :()21 

July 14, 1992 
13 Tammuz 5752 

212' 249-0100 

Thank you for your thoughtful note. I appreciate your 
eagerness to strengthen the bonds which bind NFTB and the 
UAHC. Needless t o say, if there is anything that I can do to 
further this our common goal, be sure to tell me. 

Of course, I would be glad to meet wit you when next you are 
in Ne"h' York. My summer is not entirely free. Indeed, in 
another few days I will be off to Israel again. Still, we 
ought to be able to find some mutually agreeable date. 

Edie Miller, my Assistant, is the master of my calendar. 
Please call her whenever your plans will bring you near. 

Be well, and again my thanks ... 

Sincerely, 

Alexander N. Schindler 



. ., 
• ~ Jewish Chautauqua Society 
IJ----------

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021-7064 • (212) 570-0707 1-800-765-6200 •FAX# (212) 570-0960 
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Lewis Eisenberg 
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July 6, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

1992 

I was in New York last week, to work in the office of 
NFTB to prepare for my rapidly approaching investiture as 
the President. I had requested that our office arrange 
a meeting between us so that we could sit down and talk 
and get to know each other a little bit better. 
Unfortunately, you were out of town. 

I did have the opportunity to meet with Mel Merians, Eric 
Yoffee and Arthur Grant. I believe that these meetings 
were very beneficial to the continuation of my 
predecessors' efforts to institute a closer cooperation 
between the strong right arm of the Union, NFTB. I wish 
to assure you of my continued support for these efforts. 

I of course hope to be in New York again in the fairly 
near future, and hope that you will be available at that 
time so that we can then meet face to face. 

In the interim, should anything arise that you feel the 
Brotherhood could be of assistance to you or the Union, 
please do not hesitate to call upon me at any time. 

yours, 

LLOR 
ISH CHAUTAUGUA SOCIETY 

Sponsored by the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



cc: Mr. Lewis Eisenberg 
National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 



Dear Richard: 

May 20, 1992 
17 Iyar 5752 

Rhea joins me in expressing our fondest good wishes to you 
and Shirley. We are pleased to be a part of this book of 
tribute your colleagues of the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods have planned in your honor. 

You are exemplary in your service to Judaism and the Jewish 
people through Congregation Beth Emeth, the NFTB and the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society in particular and the national 
institutions of Reform Judaism in general. I much 
appreciate the many fine qualities of heart and mind you 
brought to your responsibilities as a member of the Board of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Most especially 
I am grateful for the drawing closer of NFTB and the Union 
as a result of your concerted efforts. You have good reason 
to be pleased and proud. 

Rhea and I hold you in our hearts and prayers and we send 
our fond good wishes to you and Shirley. 

Mr. Richard Karfunkle 
c/o National Federation 

of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021-7064 • (212) 570-0707 1-800-765-6200 •FAX # (212) 570-0960 

May 13, 1992 

*MEMO* 

To: Current and former national board members 

From: Alvin R. Corwin, president 

Re: Richard Karfunkle, immediate past NFTB president 

On May 8th, I advised you of the seriousness of Richard Karfunkle's illness. 

Richard is one of those rare individuals who is loved and respected by all who've 
had the privilege of knowing him. On a personal basis, having worked closely 
with each other these past several years, together with our wives Shirley and 
Elaine, we've developed a true lasting friendship and mutual admiration. 

As a tribute to Richard, I'm asking all members of our Brotherhood family to 
write a brief paragraph to Dick, on either a personal or organizational level, 
depicting some event, situation or happening that you shared together. Perhaps 
you also might share your personal feelings about Richard. 

These messages will be bound and presented to Richard before the end of May. 
Please forward your thoughts by fax: 1-212-570-0960 to Harry Glazer, 
communications manager, or by mail to 838 Fifth Avenue by May 22nd. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Thank you also for your concern and 
your prayers on behalf of Richard, Shirley and their entire family. 

Sponsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



MEMORANDUM 

February 26, 1992 

FROM: Edith J. Miller 

TO: Lewis Eisenberg 

COPY: 

Has a date been determined for taping the NFTB video? I am 

awaiting some indication as to when you want to tape Alex. His 

calendar is getting quite full and I really would like to tie 

this one down for you. Please advise. 



FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J. Miller 

Lewis Eisenberg 

MEMORANDUM 

February 26, 1992 

Has a date been determined for taping the NFTB video? I am 

awaiting some indication as to when you want to tape Alex. His 

calendar is getting quite full and I really would like to tie 

this one down for you. Please advise. 



FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

February 4, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Lewis Eisenberg 

I left a telephone message responding to your January 9th letter. 

Of course, I will be pleased to do a segment for the Brotherhood 

video. You indicated taping in late February or early March. 

Please note that I will be in Israel until the end of February 

and March 2nd and 3rd are already spoken for. As soon as you 

have possible dates, check with Edie so we can save the 

appropriate time for your needs. 

0 
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National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021-7064 • (212) 570-0707 1-800-765-6200 •FAX# (212) 570-0960 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 9, 1992 

NFTB is currently putting together an ID film to introduce our organization and 
the program resources we provide to both affiliated and non-affiliated 
Brotherhoods and Men's clubs throughout the Reform movement. While the 
focus of this eight to 12 minute video will be on NFTB and its constituent clubs, 
we feel it's appropriate to set ourselves within the manifold mission of Reform 
Judaism. In this regard, we would like you to appear briefly in the tape to 
say a few words about our organization, and its role in the movement. 

I realize, of course, that your time is extremely limited, and I assure you that the 
taping segment will not last more than an hour; we probably will take up much 
less of your time. I anticipate taping here at 838 sometime in late February or 
early March. The purpose of this letter is to advise you of our interest in having 
you appear in our tape and to see whether you are open to do this. We can 
work the dates out later, if you are comfortable in this role. 

LTE/rc 
schi0109.92l 

\Vith all best wishes, 

~~ 
Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 

Sponsored by the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 
Jewish Chautauqua Society 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Lew: 

September 24, 1991 
16 Tishri 5752 

I have your invitation for JCS Advisory Board. 
Unfortunately, I cannot make it. I will be out of 
town. Maybe Danny can come, or Al Vorspan, or Gary 
Bretton-Granatoor. The latter as the Director of 
Interfaith Activities should be involved in this effort 
which furthers interfaith understanding. 

Sorry, but I hope you understand that my schedule does 
get crowded well in advance. Most of the time I work a 
year to two years ahead in accepting engagements. 
Alas, I have no other choice. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,a 
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1/----------
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Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

September 20, 1991 

As you may know, JCS has formed an advisory board to help us in developing 
our programs. The names of the constituent members are attached for your 
review. The first meeting of this group will take place on November 9 of this . . A 
year in New York City. If your busy schedule permits, we would greatly ff , JtJ 
appreciate your speaking to this group about JCS and its importance in the ur 
Reform movement's efforts to further interfaith understanding. Ten to fifteen 
minutes should do it, starting at approximately 12:30. You would be, of course, 
most welcome to join us for discussion through the afternoon. 

With warm wishes for health and happiness to you and Rhea in the coming year, 

LTE/rc 
Enc. 
schi0919.91 

Sincerely, 

&~ 
Executive Director 

Sponsored by the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

August 14, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
) 

Lewis Eisenber(- NFTB 

Thanks so much for sending me a copy of the tape. I am looking 

forward to a suitable time to view it. Lam sure I will enjoy 

it. 



Lewis Eisenberg 

Executive Director 

D'41t. ,~--
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838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 
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National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021-7064 • (212) 570-0707 • FAX (212) 570-0960 

September 28, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

In thinking about NFTB's decision to i 
services here at 838, I realized th 
I had not properly given credit to Bob 
their role in this sensitive 

ase our pa 
rush of b 

pel and Paul Roe for 

Bob and I have met on shared services for more than a year before the 
decision was made . Throughout the entire process he has been gracious 
and supportive both to me and NFTB. I value his honesty and his 
patience throughout this negotiation process. He is a mensch with a 
substantial reserves of quiet integrity. Bob is also a credit to the 
UAHC. 

Similarly, Paul has consistently and graciously provided both me and 
NFTB with information about our financial responsibilities. His manner 
is respectful, authoritative and non-judgmental. 

Business relationships most often succeed or fail based on the quality 
of the human relationships between the principals. In their dealings 
with NFTB, Bob and Paul have helped to build the strongest of 
foundations for what we all hope will be an amazing future of mutual 
growth and heartfelt admiration . 

In closing, I would be remiss if I did not mention Dan Syme' s 
tremendously warm personal outreach program to NFTB over the years. At 
those difficult times when our relations with UAHC were uncertain or 
strained, Danny's firm commitment to Brotherhood was often the only 
tangible hope that we had. For his belief in us and the courage to act 
on his beliefs, we are deeply grateful. 

Of course there have been many significant others in our relations 
with UAHC over the years. Howard Bogot and Al Vorspan are two names 
that come quickly to mind. Our thanks go out to them and others too 
numerous to name. Perhaps most importantly, as mentioned in my last 
letter, your own involvements with Brotherhood are most especially 
valued. 

Sponsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



,.. 

We look forward to sharing Friday with you at our biennial, If time 
permits, I hope you and Rhea will join us for Shabbat services at 
Washington Hebrew Congregation. 

LTE/rc 
schind03.ltr 

With all best wishes, 

~l~ 
Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 



RABBI ALEXANDER M . SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESI DENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N Y 10021 

Mr. Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 

September 17, 1990 
27 Elul 5750 

National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Lew: 

12121 249-0100 

While I am sharing with you my letter of appreciation 
to Al Corwin, I hope you know that it is also meant for 
you. You have been of inestimable help in seeking to 
bring Brotherhood ever closer to our Union. I am well 
aware of your role in this. I write to convey 
heartfelt gratitude for all of your efforts in our 
behalf. 

With best wishes to you and all your dear ones for the 
New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Alvin R. Corwin 
Chancellor - NFTB 
Plum Beach Point Road 
Sands Point, NY 11050 

Dear Al: 

September 18, 1990 
28 Elul 5750 

Before I had an opportunity to convey my appreciation to you for 
attending our Executive Committee meeting, I received your letter 
of September 14. Needless to note, it was truly a delight to 
have you in our midst last week and I am grateful for the very 
fine report you gave in behalf of NFTB. All of us feel the 
eagerness of you, Lew and the members of Brotherhood to cement 
ever closer relations with the Union family. We are grateful for 
that. 

Your letter of September 14, of course, is one which brought me 
great pleasure, even as I know leaders of our Union will react 
with delight. The news that NFTB will show its good faith by 
paying an additional $24,000 per year in shared service charges 
bespeaks the commitment and concern you expressed at our meeting. 
We are deeply gratified to know that Brotherhood has taken this 
approach to its relationship with the Union. Personally, as well 
as in behalf of the Union, I convey heartfelt appreciation. 

It also pleased me to know that there will be a change in the 
manner of payment of the annual contribution to College Youth. 
By making the annual $30,000 contribution available on a monthly 
basis, you provide the wherewithall for the College Division to 
implement some of its most critical programs. This act also 
bespeaks the care and concern of Brotherhood for our sacred work. 
We are most grateful. 

With best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

CC: Lewis Eisenberg 
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National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 -7064 • (212) 570-0707 • FAX (212) 570-0960 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

September 14, 1990 

It was really a pleasure seeing you at the Executive Committee meeting 
on Monday. We greatly appreciate your warm support of Brotherhood's 
efforts to become a more involved member of the UAHC family. 

Our commitment to the goal of closer relations with UAHC also extends 
to our participation in the shared services plan at 838. As you may 
know, NFTB has not, for a number of years, been paying its full share 
of total services. Through a series of meetings with Bob Koppel and 
Paul Rockfeld, we have a more realistic appreciation of what we should 
be paying based on the number of people on our staff and the amount of 
square footage in our office. 

Although our budget at this time is not large enough to permit us full 
parity with other affiliates and departments, we want to show good 
faith and pay an additional $24,000 annually in shared service charges, 
above our current commitment. The payment will be assessed monthly, 
retroactive to July 1, 1990. 

It is our intention to be at full parity before fiscal 1992. 

Further, effective as of July 1, 1990, NFTB will make its $30,000 
annual College Youth contributions on a monthly basis. Previously we've 
paid in a lump sum at the end of the year. This arrangement will allow 
the department to manage its affairs on a more business-like basis. 

Alex, please consider our remarks presented at the meeting, namely, our 
sincere intentions to be an important, integral part of the UAHC 
family. We have a great deal to contribute to strengthen UAHC and our 
member congregations. And in return, this will help us to grow to be 
even more effective and productive. 

Spo nsors of the Jewish Chautauqua Society • An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



Tikkun Olam: Enhancing the World Through Brotherhood, our biennial theme, is also 
our hope for our newfound relationship with you personally and UAHC in 
particular. 

We thank you for your patience, tolerance, and understanding and look for your 
continued support in the future. 

See you at our biennial in Washington this November. 

Wishing you and Rhea l'shana tova and good health, 

Alvin R. Corwin 
Chancellor 

ARC/LTE:rc 
schind02.ltr 

Lewis Eisenberg 
Executive Director 



MEMORANDUM 
From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Date July 6, 1988 

21 Tammuz 5748 To Allan B. Goldman, Esq. 

Copies Faxp one Number- (213) 553-0764 

Subject NFTB- Avrum Bondarin 

,1n•N 
J'1l1ilry 

nr.,i;mr.i 
iti)',Y.)N:l 

According to established procedures, our affiliates are not 
allowed to choose executive directors without confirmation 
bythe President of the Union and the UAHC Board. Affiliates 
also have to receive approval for any raises they give. 

As you may· have heard as of January 1, 1989, Av Bondarin 
will retire as NFTB's Executive Director and I immediately 
contacted the NFTB President to make certain that he com­
plies with these requirements. 

Eisenberg has served as the Associate Director and apparently 
he is well qualified, so we will be able to complete this 
formality at the Board Meeting next November or even at the 
Executive Committee Meeting next September. 

Be well. 

Encl. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

~ 



..---THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 570-0707 

June 17, 1988 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Deer Alex: 

Thank you for your recent letter. 

An a.ffi/ia.te of the Union of American Hebrew Congre1ations 

I want to confirm the appointment of Lewis Eisenberg as Associate 
Executive Director of the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
and the Jewish Chautauqua Society. 

As of January 1, 1989, when Av Bondarin retires as our Executive 
Director, he will officially be succeeded by Mr. Eisenberg. 

In accordance with your letter, therefore, you will, as a 
formality, inform the UAHC Board of the appointment , and with its 
approval, Mr. Eisenberg will officially be recogni zed as a UAHC 
Senior Staff Member. 

Best wishes, 

Sinnnyours, 

Car~ Burkons 
President 

cc: Av Bondarin 
Lewis Eisenberg 
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From Rabbi A 1 ex and er M. Sch ind 1 er Date May 26, 1988 
10 Sivan 5748 

To Mr. Arthur Grant, Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 

Copies 

Subject 

Av Bondarin just told me that he will be resigning from .his 
post as the Director of NFTB as of January 1, 1989. 

I write you at this time, primarily, to see to it that some 
appropriate plans are made for acknowledgement of his 33 years 
of truly loyal and productive service to our Union, on a staff 

and a Board and possibly even on a Biennial level. He deserves 
it. So, put this into your computer works, if you will. 

His present associate will be named his successor, although I 
have insisted that before the announcement is made final the 
Board of the Brotherhood come to me to seek approval. Av agreed 
to engineer this. 

Thank you. 

Union of American Hebrew Con3regations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 

# 
I 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 

NFTB 32nd Biennial 
Orlando, Florida 

Dear NFTB-ites: 

838 FIFTH AVENUE 

November 4, 
24 Heshvan 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

1988 
5749 

(212) 249-0100 

From afar, I extend warm good wishes, personally as well 
as institutionally, for a meaningful, inspirational and 
successful Brotherhood Biennial. I regret that there is 
a conflict with the UAHC Board of Trustees meetings to be 
held in Atlanta which precludes my presence in your midst. 

This 32nd Biennial marks some very special milestones in 
the great history of NFTB-JCS. I simply could not permit 
the convention to take place without words of appreciation 
to Av Bondarin as he retires from the directorship of NFTB­
JCS following thirty-three years of outstanding, dedicated 
and devoted service, twelve of them as your national execu­
tive director. 

Av is a warm and gracious ~human-being, a mensch in every 
sense of the word. But he is well-known to all of you and 
I need not extol him to those with whom he has worked so 
closely -over these many years. He has certainly brought 
NFTB-JCS into a new era of cooperation and sense of "family" 
with our Union of American Hebrew Congregations and I espe­
cially thank him for that. But I am grateful for all of his 
efforts over the years. We all owe Av a debt of gratitude 
for his outstanding years of seTvice to our sacred cause. In 
his quiet, unassuming, efficient and cartng manner, he has 
moved NFTB forward to new and exciting horizons. And I am 
confident that in the years ahead, as he assumes the role of 
a consultant, he will bring to fruition his hope to see the 
JCS grow and be strengthened as it works to create new and 
stronger b~idges of understanding between our community and 
other faith groups. , 

And as we bid shalom' l'hitraot to Av and his lovely Mary, we 
also take this moment to say welcome and mazal tov to Lewis 
Eisenberg. He has already exbited great ability and promise 
as the incoming NFTB-JCS executive director. 



. . 

NFTB 
Page -2-
11/4/88 

It is my fond hope that the future will see NFTB-JCS 
continuing to grow and flourish, even as the bonds which 
bind us all one to another as the family of Reform 
Judaism are strengthened and enhanced. 

With best wishes for a great convention and with warm 
regards to my many friends of NFTB-JCS, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



DRAFT/NFTB-BIENNIAL 

Dear NFTB-ites: 

From afar, I extend warm good wishes, personally 

and instituionally, for a meaningful, inspirational and success­

ful Brotherhood Biennial. I regret that there is a conflict with 

the UAHC Board of Trustees meetings in Atlanta which precludes my 

presence in your midst. 

This 1988 Biennial marks some very special milestone s 

in the great history of NFTB-JCS. I simply could not permit your 

convention to take place without words of appreciation to Av 

Bondarin as he retires from the directorship of NFTB-JCS followin g 

thirty-three years of outstanding, dedicated and devoted service, 

twelve of those years as your national executive director. 

Av is a warm and gracious human-being, a mensch in 

every sense of the word. But is is well-known to all of you and 

I need not extol him to those with whom he has worked so cloiely 

over these many ears. He has certainly brought NFTB-JCS into a 

new era of cooperation and sense of "family: with our Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations and I especially thank him for that. 

But I am grateful for all of his efforts over the years. We all 

owe Av a debt of gratitude for his outstanding years of service t n 

our sacred cause. IH his quiet, unassuming, efficient and carin g 

manner, he has moved NFTB forward to new and exciting hor i zons. 

And I am confident that in the years ahead, as he assumes the 

role of consultant, he will bring to fruition his hope to see 

the JCS grow and be strengthened as it works to create new and 

stronger bridges of understanding between our community and other 

faith groups. 

And as we bid shalom, l'hitraot to Av and his lovel y 

Mary, we also take this moment to say welcome and mazal tov to 

Lewish Eisenberg. He has already exbihited great ability and 

promise as the incoming NFTB-JCS executive director. 

It is my hope that the years ahead will see NFTB JCS 

continue to grow and flourish, even as the'bonds which bind us all 

one to another as the family of Reform Judaism are strengthened 

and enhanced. 

Warm regards and every good wish 



To Lewis Eisenberg 
NFTB 

Dear Lewis, 

Below my comments for your brochure. 

I hope I come close to what you had in mind. Feel free to 
suggest changes, or even make them yourself as you see fit. Just 
let me see the final product before it goes to press. 

* * * 

NFTB is a critical component of our nation-wide family of 
congregations, even as local Brotherhoods are an essential 
ingredient of Temple life. The UAHC is enriched in countless 
ways by its work. 

Its premier project, JCS, furthers our central purpose: to 
teach Torah, to transmit the heritage of our faith to future 
generations. The Chautauqua Society, after all, is the largest 
Jewish educational enterprise in our land. It reaches not only 
Jews but non-Jews as well and thereby nurtures that soil in 
which Jews and Judaism can flourish. 

Brotherhood is a bounteous source for synagogue leadership. It 
provides an opportunity for service to numerous congregants who 
would otherwise be univolved. It refines their skills, preparing 
them to govern not only their own affairs but every other aspect 
of synagogue life. Indeed, the metttle of some of our religious 
community's foremost leaders was first tested in t~e arena of 
local Brotherhoods and NFTB. 

Brotherhood is true to its name. It generates a feeling of 
fellowship which touches the larger Temple family. It fosters 
friendships that endure; its camaraderie is infectious and 
persists. It is the kind of congeniality which makes us be what 
we are meant to be: a caring community of Jews. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

1 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Lewis Eisenberg 

NFTB Membership Brochure 

Seotember 14, 1988 
3 Tishri 5749 

I'll be hapoy to write some comments for Bro~therhood's new 
brochure. I would be grateful ~f you would qive me an idea 
as to particular emptasis you would wish me to touch upon so 
that I amy be supportive of your goals. 

Thank you. 
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MIEM (Q) ~AINID> UM 
September 9, 1988 Date, __________ _ 

Lewis Eisenberg, Associate Executive Director NFTB/JCS From ___________________ _ 

To UAHC Department Heads 

Copy for infonnation of ____________________________ _ 

NFTB Membership Brochure Subject __________________________________ _ 

Dear A~, 
I am in the early stages of formulating a new NFTB membership 
brochure. One of the most essential parts of telling our 
story is how other members of our UAHC family see us. 

I would grealty appreciate your perspective on Brotherhood 
for possible inclusion in our new brochure. I will, of course, 
show you my copy edited from your comments well before ~ 

0 
~ 

printing. ~ 

My copy deadline is September 30. 

Thank you. 

LE:dl 

~v,Y\-0~~ 
lY~~ rt' 

Vv 
~\ f 
~ c;- v() 

' 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • (2121570-0707 



. . 
.... --THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 570--0707 

An 11ffili•te of the Union of American Hebrew Con1re111tions 

September 16, 1988 

Dear Alex: 

Thanks for your interest in our new Brotherhood brochure. 

My goal in this undertaking is todefine a meaningful niche for Brotherhood 

within the UAHC family. Your perceptions of NFI'B in this context will, of 

course, be m:Jst helpful in overcoming the identity and credibility problems that 

some of our Brotherhoods have. 

Sincere best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year. 

rz&J, ~ 
Lewis Eisenberg, Associate Director 

I 

President: CARL J. BURKONS, Cleveland• Honorary President: J . ROBERT AR KUSH, Los Angeles• First Vice Presi­
dent: RICHARD D. KARFUNKLE, Wilmington• Vice Presidents: SOL APPELBAUM, Chicago• ALVIN CORWIN, 
Port Washington• BENJAMIN J. DUBIN, Baltimore• ROGER B. JACOBS, New Orleans• KENNETH KEENAN, New 
Rochelle• Secretary: ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN, Providence • Treasurer: DAVID A. LONG, Philadelphia • Assis­
tant Secretaries: VICTOR DEUTSCH, Beverly Hills • MORRIS VIGODA, Toronto • Assistant Treasurers: JAY D. 
HIRSCH, Houston• LLOYD J. WHITMAN, Pittsburgh• Executive Director: AV BONDARIN, New York 
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----THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 570-0707 

An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

August 5, l 9_8 8 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex; 

Thanks fo~ your kind ~mdorsement. I too was very 
pleased with our meeting and am looking forward 
to contributing to the further growth and success 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

Sincerely, q ~ 
Lewis Eisenberg 
Associate Director 

LE:srb 

President: CARL J . BURKONS, Cleveland• Honorary President: J. ROBERT AR KUSH, Los Angeles• First Vice Presi­
dent: RICHARD D. KARFUNKLE, Wilmington • Vice Presidents: SOL APPELBAUM, Chicago• ALVIN CORWIN, 
Port Washington• BENJAMIN J. DUBIN, Baltimore• ROGER B. JACOBS, New Orleans• KENNETH KEENAN, New 
Rochelle• Secretary: ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN, Providence • Treasurer: DAVID A . LONG, Philadelphia • Assis­
tant Secretaries: VICTOR DEUTSCH, Beverly Hills • MORRIS VIGODA, Toronto • Assistant Treasurers: JAY D. 
HIRSCH, Houston• LLOYD J. WHITMAN, Pittsburgh• Executive Director: AV BONDARIN, New York 



Pl-11p \ r h,1 r B., 1t mor 
D f' l,rrv \~ r I ) [). ,, ,,, 

Al Ar gl r "1 11• 
',· \ ~JI "ur11 { 11 _a• n 

., \ th Jr Au m \ ,, \-orr. 
1, , ~G r V v r rli 

• • I J, \,\,. I, Ba I r I A, e 
I, k •~ I fl, "', 
CyPJ~ B, 
{C '{ t J 

r, t "'1' ~\i i.-h f'c n IJl 

Be rs c r fr 1c .,,,, 
di 1 lll Bi.c rd ,, r.(_·o,, 

)j Jc ~- Blnl r I ql trp•{ 
j\Aj Br I r I.I l P•t' blJr l 

.. 1 l:lr < la It r I'./ n,. ton 
( 

1 
1 1r~ t. c ,. 'l 1l 1 11 1 

( I' ( I t r R! c n, Ir 'Ii{ 
0 r ( I 

V , ( : r-r y ; ic , 1 ,.r-1 

Alvr1 ( 0r..,,, .1, r JJ v, nlrc-tcn 

'r '\i r l C var \1(.. ·1 1• 1 1u. 

1 '} 1 .. , [)eh l , c , v .. 1
1/ic 

\ 1c or t t /~. t.r!·J l.{,;; 
.. \ r J l;1 b, , ,., Jr 

D '" r f kl· L r, ,,,. ,. ,;,, 
\l',e • L f I. ,, I •Id Snr. ·t H,/1 

l \ F1 11 \f,r,l ru t: 

f, r, ,If r~ , 1>r,,. \11, 

[, (, r Fr1 .l [lofn, 

[ r ( 'l \ •· ' 1 

tr 1c ,t 1nr 'L >,,' 
D ~Cl rv rlill rzn, 1 ,,1tt 

tt .. r T(11l· bJ>h' "' 1..- 1 

* [) '\r ' L r <, 1 ,.. ti- , r , 
~ Rot r ol,,, "' B, ' • 
• J f' I l 1 (,. r t' I 1 /" , 1 l 

~ \1ar h :::Oo, t i>i, 

~i ,,, I I H 'I< p, ,. hi"['"' L)( 

*V\ l 't: H(.,r r1c~ 1 ) {,,,t 

Ror,rl~',rt unt•v 
1 \/ l, J- C ~ ~ 5, h 'l( tl ( r\' 

Fl, l ,tt \, r ', 

f ('' II', I r r r "'- ,. ,. ) 1 \t1L 

• ;t r .rJ 
* 'vlc rt, l • J 

t' I 1,l l 1 /~1 <' .fic,IOIJ 

\t:' \' ff 

[, l1 
\1r rv I I 

Dew tl ,, 

x\!.r p_j 

C l I--[ U l 1, 

It '( l R11.;t-p•1j 1( 

Bavc ( htL, u 
Bl.1 r fc,,.' ·I 

J,is,·r 1' F Fi Me, ,l•1r, b ·or>l=fvn 

l iarle Fr ~· r ia 1 Prir id.,., V, 1 Nl 

xl, .,r Ii' V. t a p· r r ,, L U", 

~ ,,, la \ ~. ( ii > 

* ~ ",t P ''- r , d 'l or 
l •own.l, r fC'iIC,c' ll 

<' , 1 1, I ' " rt 
x '>•1st F ,«1c ·nt 

[)r I VP J- orov I Tu 1 r' 
J ror1r r u hJ roi.:), 

I--<.. rlur T d 1 0' \1 11 11 Lt 

k.01, • 1 r-ib: !\ tA ', 
1 

• J k J rk D , J·,1r 

\ T1.Jr 1 IJ rd1 

t r l 1,, C 111 l ,, 

1< H I ' l j, 'I" ~ iiu ,..,, .r 
F\ I r f _1 I." r t 1 l yi 1

1 r, _,< 

\l<-1r fr ... h. t "'1>n,.1.,,.t )fl 

\,\, r' K l I I r . : ' 
h.t 1 f'I th 1'.t •r r ,"vt v q 1,e1 

\ ly1 [) I\ r '<;, 1 I ve:, '"' 
• ·1 t l C',t. ,' ,. 

\1 )f , I 
( ld"l, \ 1 • ✓,. t... )1< ) 

I • ;>I V " 
I< 

' I,· 

1 
\ L 

'1 
F 
h 
\1 

II 

" 
I ~ )11." •p 

,, 

rfl '\' ] 1 I 

'J 

. , 

I, 

I l 

,t f, 
r 

I.I 

1,. 

, • 1 \' , '" 
Rnv J ,vl.i!k r l ),. ',1r I 

-t- I 1 < hr'- t 1 1 1 r 

\I ,v '.l 1d 1 (. I' '· 

I· 1 J· u, 1, ,,,. 1/j'''• 

t r < { )ft l,, ( I 

[ [ I , l f 

I t 

., \1 l -.1 tro, t ·..,r·, J, 1. n. , 
\I J, I I ' \l ~, 

' { 

~ 1 r H ' , ,1 " , 1 h 
f r r F- l 1 1 ', " l • ,·1 

R.," Lr' . \ r I l I • I, , ' 

Vlinr ~ H· y l nri ( ,, (lOI 

xBcrr rd l1 1 L ",,; 
xRob r - I\" l ' ur, 

""· ; L fl I\ l fr ld l nu't •t,, >· 

\!) or l rr r P1,\ -n1 l 

xD.1,,;• I TE rt ' [ (l' f1 

\' ( t I l I r .r 
Lor R.' j L 

,,, 
.. ,'\." r F rJ,. J •Jr ft ~ A 

l• '1.. \.. ' ~ ?J 'i -t -./rrt">PI£: 

'111 Jr frt 

F, ,,I r l Rn· r I 11! t-11 ,·, 1 '1-

EI h r l-1 l l l r L r . \ ,, 
H •,. l ' ~, 1 '1 1 J I ( r ,, •, 

, r l R ,ti- , , 1 l l'" , c c 
R l d Ltlf 1\,,,.. ,., 
E l "' lt F,' h1 I V 
[) \.; f 1 ,. P r fr, r,1 1 tr:~ I t 

L ,i 1 ~ r't, " '11 11:nnn L ( 

• 1\,j rt JV t ( I, V 1,1 j 
1 I , , I t r 1 , ,,, 

t it r " 

,r, rtri 
1 r " \' 

IL Tl 1n\ , 

1 'r I 

d 
Jll 

f ' r 

l r l< , I J•li ( ,, I~ 

I bli l"'I-, r, '-

t .I I L 
,, , 

rtl I, 'T l l,,-ir,1, 

If ,, rP I ' e } ,'< 
\1 I r· r 'I., \-'• .,, 

\. 

I"' I' \ 1•dr . 
,, ,.j I, V I C ~- V I? "c 

" " r, I ' H,01 )1 L ,1, 

I I r 
U It 

l, 

' r 

( r T),, .. , 

\1 '- H t 
1 ' r 1 ,,, o 

·" 
"UI T J1 t 

f1 \' I l '11 ,. I 

f \t\ l"l P, • h ,r '( 1 

,/Jd le 

Vv, 
~~- wt," un.1 

l I l 11,f,] /l 

< \~, ,,, \-1, •, r 
l lt I \i\ (, t ,\,, J 

> I t" ! 'l r 1 

j \A ~ ,, I, I l c / I·,, 11 

,. \N r 11, 1d( ' r 

\i~ J rI f l1f r I 1 

'J (~Lr p I•(. 1, l IJ 

H / p· f. l'\. 1, 'h 

,, ~ t r r l wff br .Jon 

\ !t" ,..11· ) Plotrir Pr !:, 

l, • r( p, t ( tr ru .. < 

), 'itw \. '" It Y/, 

,>\\> I, .,'· ,t!· r r 

, r 

L ,' 

V r 



' ' ' .. '' 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Mr. Carl J. Burkons 
President, NFTB 
1890 Aldersgate Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44124 

Dear Carl: 

June 13, 1988 
28 Sivan 5748 

Av Bondarin has shared with me his retirement plans. We 
shall miss him very much but can certainly appreciate the 
reasoning behind his decision to take early retirement. 
I was, of course, pleased that he will continue involve­
ment in NFTB/JCS as a consultant. 

It is my understanding that NFTB plans to name Lewis Eisenberc::r 
director of NFTB on Av's departure. In view of the fact 
that the executive director of Brotherhood has always been a 
member of the Union staff - and covered by our pension plan 
and other benefits - I write to ask that you make certain 
there is approval by the UAHC. I would not wish to have a 
successor named without our beinq consulted and given an 
opportunity to provide our vote of ap9roval. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

/17 
l. ,, (/.A.-""-·· _____ c.-.. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Carl J. Burkons 
President, NFTB 
1890 Aldersqate Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44124 

Dear Carl: 

June 13, 1988 
28 Sivan 5748 

Av Bondarin has shared with me his retirement plans. We 
shall miss him very much but can certainlv aooreciate the 
reasoning behind his decision to take earlv retirement. 
I was, of course, oleased that he will continue involve­
ment in NFTB/JCS as a consultant. 

It is my understanding that NFTB nla.ns to mune Lewis Eisenberrr 
director of NFTB on Av's de arture. In view of the fact 
that the executive director of Brotherhood has always been a 
member of the Union staff - and covered by our pension nlans 
and other benefits - I write to askethat you make certain 
there is approval by the UAHC. I would n~t wish to have a 
successor named without our beinq consulted and qiven an 
onportunity to nrovide our vote of aonroval. 

With warm qood wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. LewishEisenberg 
Associate Director 
NFTB 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Lew: 

February 22, 1988 
4 Adar 5748 

Mazal tov on your appointment as Associate Executive Director of the National Federation of Temple Brother­hoods and wiicome to the UAHC House of Living Judaism. I was delighted to learn of your presence in our midst and I look forward to meeting you personally 

It is my fond hope you will derive a full measure of personal and professional happiness, satisfaction and fulfillment from your new responsibilities. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



..---THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y . 10021 • (212) 570-0707 

An affiliate of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

February 4, 1988 

TO: NFTB EXECUTIVE BOARD 

FROM: Carl J. Burkons, President 

SUBJECT: NEW ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Lewis Eisenberg as the 
Associate Executive Director of NFTB. 

Lew's selection comes after a five month executive search process 
during which we reviewed the qualifications of many impressive individuals. 
Our new Associate Director has the right combination of background, know-how, 
and determination to fulfill the many demands of his position. 

Before coming to NFTB, Lew was Communications Ma1ager of the ~omen's 
~ampaign for the LiJA-Federation of New York. He also worked on various 
projects for the Major Gifts department, including Super Sunday. As 
Director of Communications for the Zionist Organization of America, he 
was involved with publications, membership , and promotion. He has also 
done public relations for t he Amer i can Jewish Congress. 

In his early career , Lew was Director of Marketing for an 8O-store 
furniture chain and a 17-store dinette chain , both headquartered in 
Florida. 

He and his wife, Yla, have two daughters, Latissa, 11, and Ania, 9. 

I know you will join in welcoming him to the challenges and the 
rewards of the Brotherhood. 

LE:CJB:dl 

President: CARL J. BURKONS, Cleveland• Honorary President: J. ROBERT ARKUSH, Los Angeles• First Vice Presi­
dent: RICHARD D. K.ARFUNKLE, Wilmington • Vice Presidents: SOL APPELBAUM , Chicago • ALVIN CORWIN, 
Port Washington• BENJAMIN J . DUBIN, Baltimore• ROGER B. JACOBS, New Orleans• KENNETH KEENAN, New 
Rochelle• Secretary: ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN, Providence • Treasurer: DAVID A. LONG, Philadelphia • Assis­
tant Secretaries: VICTOR DEUTSCH, Beverly Hills • MORRIS VIGODA, Toronto • Assistant Treasurers: JAY D. 
HIRSCH, Houston• LLOYD J. WHITMAN, Pittsburgh• Executive Director: AV BONDARIN, New York 
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1eon Ho~OV'ifz. 

{(~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

~.I). ________ _ 
1727 SOUTH UTICA/ TULSA, OK. 74104 / (9181 743-6175 

November 17, 1987 

I appreciate your taking the time fran your busy schedule to answer my letter of 
November 3 so pranptly and in such detail. 

You point out that many organizations, other than Brotherhood, were meeting at 
the same time as the Joint Biennial Assembly and were not specifically acknowledged. 
However, .the.lj a.f.way~ me.e.t w-<.th the. Un-<.on. This was the first time in a very long 
time that Brotherhood had its Board meeting co-incidentally with the Biennial and 
that set us apart and deserved special acknowledgement and recognition by you. 
That simple action would have engendered a warm and agreeable response from the 
Board instead of the expressions of hostility which were forthcoming. You stated: 
"Often I am blamed unjustly", unless you were reading a speech prepared by saneone 
else, I don't know who else to blame for this omission. 

You state, "There was a period in our recent history when these relations (Brother­
hood/Union) were deliberately undermined by sane of the leaders of NFTB". I can't 
dispute that and, from the response of the Board in Chicago, I know that there 
are those who still feel that way. Nevertheless, I can't help but feeling that 
an unemotional approach to the question can only lead to the conclusion that we 
"Are a Reformed family and we gain strength fran one another". I know that the 
current leadership is very much in favor of close cooperation and I support that 
position personally. 

I don't know what it will take to bring Brotherhood and the Union together but 
I do know that Chicago wasn't it. 

IB:rh 
cc: Mr. Carl J. Burkons 

Mr. Av Bondarin 

Leon Horowitz, M.D. 
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HABBI AJ1EX,\i\lJEl t i\l.8CIIJNl)Llm • UN IO~ ()I;' Ai\ll~l{lC:AN 11 813.IUrn· CONG H8GATLONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH,,tiVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Leon Horowitz, M.D. 
1727 South Utica 
Tulsa, OK. 74104 

Dear Dr. Horowitz: 

November l l, 1987 
19 Heshvan 5748 

Let me begin by expressing my appreciation for the tone of your 
letter of November 3 and its final note stressing that close 

., 

I 
I 

.t 

cooperation between NFTB and the UAHC would only be mutually beneficial. 

Mistakes were made on our part undoubtedly and I do want to assure 

you th~t I am pledged to this cooperation between us and I will do 
everything in my power to further it. 
! 

Often I am blamed unjustly. Take the matter which makes up the 
substance of your plaint. The fact is that I did not acknowledge 
the presence of the NFTB during my presidential address. I mentioned 
one group and one group exclusively, and that is the NFTS. However, 

rou must understand that our Assembly was not the Union's alone, 
1t was a Joint Biennial Assembly of the UAHC and the NFTS. 
Some sessions are held apart and some are joint. My message 
was delivered at a joint session which compelled me to welcome 
the delegates of the NFTS and make some special acknowledgement 
of their leadership. Brotherhood was not acknowledged~ but 
neither was the HUC-JIR, nor the WUPJ, nor NATA, not NATE nor the 
CCAR nor the ACC, not even ARZA for that matter. Here and there 
in my speech I made reference to one of these organizations or 
another when the subject required it but I certainly did not 
acknowledge their presence as you would have s·ought in the case 

of the NFTB. 

All of the chairpersons of Reform Judaism were asked to sit on the 
bimah those of our affiliates and associated organizations, and 
NFTB ;as among them and as a matter of fact, everyone on the bimah 
was introduced to the Assembly. As a matter of fact, by accident 
the WUPJ was omitted and I will make the correction at the next 
Biennial, but certainly NFTB was represented. 
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Leon Horowitz, M.D. 
November 11, 1987 
Page -2-

Ai~ 1 f o r yo u r comm e n t s o n t he p h r a s e II I s r a e 1 i r i g ht - w i n g er s 
and their American supporters", I really do not understand 
why you are disturbed by this reference. It is merely 
a' descriptive term, hardly a pejorative, and I would use 
the term "left-wingers" as readily. Moreover, I would not 
be offended were I to be described as such. There is a 
right and a left Tn the political spectrum of Israel and 
that is a fact. I suppose I could have used the terms 
"dove" and "hawk", but that would have really been less 
than fair, because opposition to the international conference 

, was transpartisan in Israel. There is many a hawk in the 
Labor Party even as there are doves in Likkud so that the 
term I used is really the most descriptive for my theme. 

1 I really don't know if you know about my involvement in the 
p1st decade and a half in the Israeli political scene on the 
highest levels, but it so happens that while I have close 
rJlations .with the leaders of Labor, my relationship with the 
leaders of Likkud is really closer, principally because I swung 
t~e American Jewish community in support of Begin when he was 
e'. lected to high office. During the last week, following the 
iQnvention, I had telephone calls from Ambassador Netanyahu, 
~rom Minister Misha Arens, and tomorrow morning I will be 
meeting with Minister Gideon Patt. All of them have seen a 
~opy of my Biennial speech ~ indeed they saw it before-hand and 
n

1

o n e of them were offended ', by the term II r i g ht -w i n g er s 11 
• Th e-y 

1ear their badges with pride. Please know that I used the words 
~s , descriptive, not in terms of any one party, and I certainly 
intended no offense and I do hope you will now understand why 
~ used those particular words. 

I must also say, in all fairness, and to return to the broader 
subject of Brotherhood/Union relations, that there was a period 
in our recent history when these relations were deliberately 
undermined by some of the leaders of NFTB. This despite the 
fact that the UAHC extended itself, even financially, beyond its 
capacity in an effort to help brotherhood. If there have been 
any misunderstandings of late, I am certain these can be over­
come and I assure you they were inadvertent. After all, we share 
the same goals and anyone who knows me knows that I am dedicated 
to a policy of inclusion rather than exclusion. We are, after all, 
one Reform family and we gain strength from one another. 

With kindest greetings, I am, 

• Sincerely, 

LLv~--~ 
Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Carl Burkons, President, NFTB 
Avrum Bondarin, Exec. Dir., NFTB 



Leon Horowitz, M.D. 
1727 South Utica 
Tulsa, OK. 74104 

Dear Dr. Horowitz: 

November 11, 1987 
19 Heshvan 5748 

Let me begin by expressing my appreciation for the tone of your 
letter of November 3 and its final note stressing that close 
cooperation between NFTB and the UAHC would only be mutually beneficial. 
Mistakes were made on our part undoubtedly and I do want to assure 
you that I am pledged to this cooperation between us and I will do 
everything in my power to further it. 

Often I am blamed unjustly. Take the matter which makes up the 
substance of your plaint. The fact is that I did not acknowledge 
the presence of the NFTB during my presidential address. I mentioned 
one group and one group exclusively, and that is the NFTS. However, 
you must understand that our Assembly was not the Union's alone, 
it was a Joint Biennial AssemblJ of the UAHC and the NFTS. 
Some sessions are held apart and some are joint. My message 
was delivered at a joint session which compelled me to welcome 
the delegates of the NFTS and make some special acknowledgement 
of their leadership. Brotherhood was not acknowledged, but 
neither was the HUC-JIR, nor the WUPJ, nor NATA, not NATE nor the 
CCAR nor the ACC, not even ARZA for that matter. Here and there 
in my speech I made reference to one of these organizations or 
another when the subject required it but I certainly did not 
acknowledge their presence as you would have eought in the case 
of the NFTB. 

All of the chairpersons of Reform Judaism were asked to sit on the 
bimah, those of our affiliates and associated organizations, and 
NFTB was among them and as a matter of fact, everyone on the_bimah 
was introduced to the Assembly. As a matter of fact. by accident 
the WUPJ was omitted and I will make the correction at the next 
Biennial, but certainly NFTB was represented. 



r Leon Horowitz, M.D. 
November 11. 1997 
Page -2-

As foa your comments on the phrase "Israeli right-wingers 
and their American supporters'', I really do not understand 
why you are distur6ed by this reference. It is merely 
a descriptive term, hardly a pejorative, and I would use 
the term "left-wingers" as readily. Moreover, I would not 
be offended were I to be discribed as such. There is a 
right and a left Tn the political spectrum of Israel and 
that is a fact. I suppose I could have used the terms 
"dove" and "hawk", but that would have really been less 
than fair, because opposition to the international conference 
was transpartisan in Israel. There 1s many a hawk in the 
Labor Party even as there are doves in tiekud so that the 
term isesed is really the most descriptive for my theme. 

I really don't know if you know about my involvement in the 
past decade and a half in the Israeli political scene on the 
highest levels, but it so happens mgatewatlan!hlpvwitlotew 
teldetenefwlihkuhe leaders of Labor, my relationship with the 
leaders of Likkud is really closer, principally because I swung 
the American Jewish community in support of Begin when he was 
elected to high office. During the last week, following the 
convention, I had telephone calls from Ambassador Netanyahu, 
from Minister Misha Arens, and tomorrow morning I will be 
meeting with Minister Gideon Patt. All of them have seen a 
copy of my Biennial speech, indeed they say it before-hand and 
none of them were offended by the term ''right-wingers". Plegse 
wear their badges with pride. Please know that I used the words 
as descriptive, not in terms of any one party, and I certainly 
intended no offense and I do hope you will now understand whg 
I used those particular words. 

I must also say, in all fairness, and to return to the booader 
subject of Brotherhood/Union relations, that there was a period 
in our recent history when these relations were deliberately 
undermined by some of the leaders of NFTB. This despite the 
fact that the UAHC extended itself, even financially, beyond its 
capacity in an effort to help brotherhood. If there have been 
any misunderstandings of late, I am certaan these can be over­
come and I assure you they were inadvertent. After all, we share 
the same goals and anyone who knows me knows that I am dedicated 
to a policy of inclusion rather than exclusion. We are, after all, 
one Reform family and we gain strength from one another. 

With kindest greetings, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
cc: Carl Burkons, President, NFTB 

Avrum Bondarin, Exec. Dir., NFTB 



.ieon Ho.-o1t'ifz. ~.I). ---~--+Pr----

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

1727 SOUTH UTICA ~L 

v 
November 3, 1987 

It was with great interest and careful attention that I read your Presidential 
Address while on the airplane on the way hane fran Chicago where I attended the 
Executive Board meeting of the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods and the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society. 

I'm sure that at this point there is very little I can add to the uproar of dissat­
isfaction fran the members and officers of the NFTB about how shabbily we were 
treated in Chicago. This is exemplified by your speech which, I am told, lasted 70 
minutes. If the audience sat still that long I am sure that they could have sat 
still for 71 minutes while you acknowledged the presence of NFTB in Chicago and 
the contributions the NFTB makes to Temple Canrnunal Life as well as the corrmunity 
at large. Perhaps a word of encouragement fran you would get those Rabbi's who 
are "anti -Brotherhood" and who do not have Brotherhoods in their congregations 
to take a second look at the situation. Unfortunate! y, we weren' t that fortunate. 

Unfortunately, also is the fact that your anission is not, at least as perceived 
by the NFTB Executive Board, an isolated one or accidental. I have personally 
encountered this same problem in our region here in Tulsa and Oklahoma, particularly 
at the UAHC Regional meeting that was held here in Tulsa last year. 

I am at a loss to understand why this has happened. I only know that NFTB makes 
great contributions both locally and nationally in many ways that no other organiza­
tion does and for this we are treated like an outcast. I am not a Rabbinic scholar 
and cannot quote to you stories fran our tradition that exemplified what is happen­
ing but I am sure they abound. I am particularly disturbed when so much of your 
address was devoted to "Reaching Out and Reaching Up" but that simply does not 
seem to include Brotherhood. 

I was also disturbed by your referring to those in Israel and in the United States 
who oppose an international peace conference for the Mideast as "Israeli right-wing­
ers and their American supporters" . I did not see you ref er to those who support 
that initiative as I/2kaeli leot-wingek/2 and theik Amekiean /2uppoktek/2. There are two 
major parties in Israel and if Likud is perceived by you as being "kight-wing" then 
certainly Labor could be designated lent-wing. I think it would have been more 
appropriate to refer to the parties by name rather than with a prejudicial desig­
nation. 



i>age 'Iwo 
~ November 3, 1987 

Contrary to my collegues on the NFI'B Board who said, "never again" with regard 
to future meetings with the Union, I can't help but think that close cooperation 
would only be mutually beneficial. However, cooperation cannot be one-sided and, 
as it has been perceived by our Board, it is. 

LH:rh 

cc: Mr. Carl J. Burkons, President 
NFTB/JCS 

Mr. Av Bondarin, Executive Director 
NFTB/JCS 

J:;~ 
Leon Horowitz, M.D. 



November 25 

Dear Rabbi Schlinder, 

Believe me, I have no wish to 

continue our correspondence (I know how busy you 

are), but I must write and thank you for your 

warmth and understanding. 

It was news to me that Sig 

Warshaw had become active in UAHC• Had I known, 

it is not likely that I would have over-reacted. 

Thank you for your patience. 

I wish you and yours a most Happy Thanksgiving. 

Most sincerely, 

G 



Mrs. Herbert Panoff 
37 Forbes Hill Road 
Wollaston, MA 02170 

Dear Doris: 

November 19, 1987 
27 Heshvan 5748 

Thank you for sending me a follow-up leteer. As you can imagine, your first note took be aback. In the meantime, I also heard from Herb and I have responded to him. 

I really do not understand why you consider Sig 1 s appointment to the Union Board such a rebuff of Herb and his proud leadership ff the NFTB. 
The two are really not related. 

Hhen Sig was rejected by the NFTB he came to me and asked me to find him a place where he could contrmbetebtmake a con,/tribution to the Refonn move­ment. I suggested his name for several comnftttees of the Heion and he has served faithfully and therefore in the natural course of events he was re­warded by being nominated for a place on our Board. 

Aaain, this is an independent action which sbould not cause you any hurt what­soever. Everyone knows of Herb 1 s effective leadership of the NFTB. Its pre­sent strength gives testimony to the many gifts of mind and heart he gave to his stewardship of NFTB and nothing else should really matter. You certainly can take comfort in that. 

Hith warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



November 16, 1987 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I'm sure I deserved your curt, 
11 Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.'' 

Under ordinary circumstances, I 
would let it go at that, but we suffered for two long 
years at the hands of Sig Warshaw. The torment was un­
relenting and there was no relief. We were advised to 
keep still, to ignore the fact that Herb was being un­
dermined by the very man who was supposed to be his 
partner, his right hand man• 

For ten years Herb was President 
of the New England Region, doggedly and persistently 
building it up. He never sought the Presidency of NFTB, 
nor did he expect it• He was persuaded to take it af­
ter all his hard work, since he had the knowledge and 
the capability and the confidence of his co-workers 
in NFTB• To him, it was inconceivable that a man would 
go to Machiavellian lengths to achieve some sort of 
power. Herb co-existed with such a man as his Chan­
cellor. 

I love my husband. It hurt to see 
him demeaned. It wasn't Sig Warshaw who was treated 
shabbily. Far from it• It is to Herb's credit that 
he was able to do a fine job as President under such 
circumstances• 

When I heard of Sig's appointment 
to your Board, the pent up rage of two years exploded 
and I sent you my nasty letter. 

As it turned out, the presidency 
came at just the right time for my husband, since he 
is now legally blind and,because of it, had to resign 
from Rabbi Howard Bogot's hducation Committee, an 
appointment he thoroughly enjoyed. As a past president, 
the record of Herb Panoff's service to NFTB is solid• 
We take comfort in that. 

Most sincerely, 



Mr. Herbert Panoff 
39 Forbes Hill Road 
Wollaston, Mass. 02170 

Dear Herb: 

November 19, 1987 
27 Heshvan 5748 

Your letter of November 11 indicates that you believe I am involved fn 
the Nominating Committee process of the UAHC. You ought to knaw that 
the flominating Committee is made up of lay leaders. Only one or two 
members of staff are present before the substantive discussion in order 
to make certain members of the committee have all of the background 
information they require for study during their deliberations. I am 
not involved in the procedure, I do not attend any of the meetings; 
and I have no role in placing names 1n nomination for the Board of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

We do have a group of very dedicated lay leaders serving on the 
Nominating Colllllittee. They obtain names from many sources. They 
seek to gain as much data as possible about the people being recommended. 
I feel that they do a superb job in making what is usually a very 
difficult decision, for we are blessed with many fine candidates and 
a limited number of Board seats to be filled. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



r 

, 

39 FORBES HILL ROAD WOLLASTON, MASS. 02170 

November 11, 1987 

Dear Alex, 

I was stunned by the appointment of Sig 
Warshaw to the Union's ~xecutive Board, Four years 
ago, he was denied the presidency of NFTB after 
much soul searching and a vote of our Board, 

This happened, not because of a tempest 
in a teapot or a clash of personalities, but be­
cause we were being split apart by distrust and de­
ceit, In effect, we eliminated the bad apple from 
the barrel, 

It's unfortunate that you have listened 
only to the friends and supporters of the man, 

Now, you've made a mockerr of our deci­
sion and exposed us to ridicule, Hes O,K, We are 
all crazy, 

Do you honestly think your decision can 
go unnoticed? 

I am disappointed, to say the least, 
when someone who should set an example takes the 
easy way out, 

~uly 

Herbert Panoff, 
Past President, NPTB 



Mrs. Doris Panoff 
39 Forbes Hi 11 Road 
Wollaston, MA 02170 

Dear Mrs. Panoff: 

November 11, 1987 
19 Heshvan 5748 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. 

Yours truly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ ,, 



November 6, 1987 ~ V 
~ ~v~r:~ 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 9'- ~~, 
Recently, I read in the New York ~1 

Times about the Rat Problem in New York City, 
1 

_ .A\- 0 
It seems rats survive no matter what happens lJ vv--v 

to them--they have even survived Hiroshima, \ 

Sig Warshaw, whom you know, israe_ -1/0.,v~ 

rat. The fact that he was not fit to lead a F 
ligious organization such as the Nat• 1 F'edera- (.i-~ ~ 
tion of Temple Beotherhoods but has made it to \ , <r 

the Board of the Union of American Hebrew Cong- V-, 
regations proves it• It also proves a few other 

interesting thLngs that are beneath my dignity 

to mention. 

Very sincerely, 

~ '· <---Z_ ~ . 
Lft,s \ct,~ 

Doris Panoff, • ~ 
wife of the immediate 
past president of 
NFTB 



Mr. Carl J. Burkons 
1890 Aldersgate 
Cleveland, Ohio 44124 

Dear Carl: 

November 19, 1986 
17 Heshvan 5747 

How pleased I was to learn of your election to the presidency of 
the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. I write to ex­
press a very warm and hearty mazal tov. This development,as you 
know, places you on the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee 
of the UAMC as an Ex-officio member. I llnow that you bring many 
fine qualities of heart and mfdd to all of your new responsibil­
ities and that you will serve our sacred cause with geeat devot 
tion and dedication. 

I do hope that you and Midge will be able to attend the Board 
meeting of the Union a few weeks hence. It will be a pleasure 
to welcome you to our midst and to express my hearty mazal tov 
and good wishes on a face to face. Until then Rhea joins me in 
sending warm regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



'I,,.. - • w. 

f.tr. Carl J. Burkons 
1890 Aldersgate 
Cleveland, Ohio 44124 

Dear Carl: 

November 17. 1986 

Congratulations on your election to the presidency of 
the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. As a 
consequence of that pos1t1on. as you know, you auto­
matically become a member of the UAHC Board of Trustees 
and its Executive Committee, and it 1s my pleasure to 
welcome you to this Board of leaders of the Reform 
movement. 

As one of our members, you w111 be pa~ic1pating with 
us in our endeavors to strengthen and enlarge our 
movenent. We look forward to your c~unsel and hope 
that you will be able to attend our meetings on a 
regular basis. 

Av Bondarin informs me that you and Midge will be 
attending our upcoming Board meeting at Stouffers 
in December. I look foward to extending a personal 
welcome to you both at that t1me. 

Cordially=-

Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 

cc: Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman 
/Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Av Bondarin 
Rabbi David S. Hachen 



Mr. Carl J. Burkons 
1890 Aldersgate Drive 
Cleveland, Oh1o 44124 

Dear Carl: 

December 10, 1986 
8 Ktslev 5747 

It was a delight to welcome you to the UAHC Board of 
Trustees meeting. I•• so pleased that you were able 
to attend and I was 1110 thrilled to have Av Bondarin 
accom~ you. It haa • 1 long t1■e since Aveshared 
1n one of our ■eet1ng Mf pre ence and, of course, 
your own bode well for a much closer assaciat1on be­
tween NFTB-JCS and the Uifon 1n the years ahead. -I want to thank you too for your very f1ne report 1n 
behalf of NFTB. It was ■ost 1aformati~• and I t~ank 
you for a very ffne presentation. 

With warm regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

bee: Mr. Avrum Bondarin 



I 

_,,.­
Mr. Av BondarJ n (i 
Executive Dirccto1, NFTD 
838 Ff f th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Av: 

February 12, 1985 

I am very happy that Kenneth Keenan has been chosen to be chairman of 
the NFTB Affiliation Commlttee. I certainly hope his effort to organ­
ize new Brotherhoods and to reactivate old Brotherhoods will be success­
ful -- not only for the sake of the National Federation of Temple Broth­
erhoods but for the sake of the Union, too, and especially for those 
synagogues we seek to serve. 

Brotherhoods re an essential aspect of the temple _tructure. To be in 
with~ involvement Is the magic I redtent of making tempi~ succeed and 
Brotherhood provides a means for his lnvolvement.ofldisubstanttal segment 
of many temple<onstltuencles. Moreover, historically, Brotherhood has 
provided a superb means for lea ershlp dcveloJ)llllt•. Many of those who 
have played an active role in Temple Brotherhood have then gone on to 
serve the temple in various cQpacittes and the Reform movement and the 
Jewish people as a whole. 

Temple Brotherhoods, of course, hnve assumed wetriatY responsfbil Jttes for 
individual tef'lple and heve furthered temple projects which are essential 
to Its being and which serve Its ultimate goals. 

Collectively, through the NFTB, Brotherhoods and Its members are further-
Ing programs which serve our movement splendidly, the Union's College 
Program is an excellent case in point. And, of course, there ls Chautauqua, 
the 1arqest tnstitutionsfof Jewish education on the North American continent, 
which has brought the message of Judaism and the .Jewish people in universities 
throughout the land. 

I hope these essential canments wl11 help Kenneth Keenan even as his endeavors 
serve to advance our movement's sacred cause. 

Warm good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



.. 90 

MIE:MOIRAJNJD)llJM 
Date 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of 

Subject 

With the election of the new administration at our Boston 
Biennial in November, a great deal of enthusiasm has been 
generated on the part of our key committee chairmen who are 
determined to achieve their goals during the next two years. 

Kenneth Keenan, of Temple Israel, New Rochelle, is the chairman 
of our Affiliation Committee which is responsible for organizing 
new brotherhoods and reactivating old ones . As an aid in his 
effort, he has requested me to ask if you would write a letter, 
addressed to me, in which you would express the importance of 
a temple brotherhood and the role it plays in the programmatic 
structure of the congregation. A brief statement in this regard, 
Mr. Keenan believes would be very helpful to him as he makes 
his contacts throughout the country. 

I hope your response will be favorable. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

AB:dl 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 



Mr .. Herbert Parx:>ff 
39 Forbes Hill lbad 
WOllaston, MA 02170 

Dear Herb: 

DecetDer 11, 1984 

I much regret that your EK-officio status on the UAHC Board of 
Trustees am Executive o:mnittee 1, cate to an eoo rx,w that 
your teI:m as president of the NEW is over. we am grateful for 
all of your efforts in behalf of our union and regret that you 
will oo longer be serving on our Board. 

I know that your cxmnitrrent to Refoxm Judaism is deep and 
abiding and I am oertain that when ~ call lJEX)Il you in the 
future you will, as always, reSIX)nd affimtatively. 

With wann regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexandeh'M. Schindler 



J 

Mr. Herbert Panoff 
39 Forbes Hill Road 
Wollaston, Massachusetts 02170 

Dear Herb: 

Decenber 7, 1984 

I am indeed sorry that your membership on the UAHC 
Board of Trustees and its Executive Corrmittee has 
come to an end due to the fact that your tenn as 
President of the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods has expired. 

On behalf of all of us at the UAHC, pennit me to 
express my gratitude for the service you have given 
to the cause of Refonn Judaism as a member of our 
Board of Trustees. 

I hope that your interest in our many varied programs 
will continue undiminished, and I look forward to 
continued close association and mutual endeavor in 
the work of the Union and of the Reform movenent. 

With warrn good wishes. 

Cordially, 

Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 

bee: /4abbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Mr. Avrum Bondarin 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
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Date ___ 1_1/_3_0_/8_4 _ ___ _ 

From Robert E. Swire 
(~ 

To Rabbi Schindler 

Copy for information of _____________________________ _ 

Subject ___ NF_ T_B_ O_f _fi_· c_e_r_s_ f_o_r _8_4_-_8_6 ________________ _______ _ 

PRESIDENT 
Marshall Blair 
B-P.O. Box 550 
240 E. Verduge Av'1J 
Burbank, Ca. 91503 
(213) 849-6331 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
Carl J. Burkons 

I 

1890 Aldersgate Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio 44124 
(216) 449-5818 

VICE PRESIDENTS 

Sol Appelbaum 
2528 Jarvis 
Chicago, Il. 60645 
(312) 274-5487 

Harry H. Davidson 
11 Avondale Rd. 

, 
I 

West Hartford, Ct. 06117 
(203) 232-5121 

Roger B. Jacobs 
B-234 Loyola Bldg. 
Suite 900 • -
New Orleans, LA. 70112 

Richard D. Karfunkle 
"Windswept" 
106 Doe Lane 

F. Jay Winheld 
B-19 Bala Ave. 
P.O . Box 256 
Bala Cynwyd, PA.19004 
(215 )667-1677 

SECREATARY 
Benjamin J. Dubin 
7113 Pheasant Cross Drive 
Baltimore, MD. 21209 
(301) 486-3385 

TREASURER 
Douglas Bloom 
13 90 Lake Park 
Birmingham, Mi. 48009 
(313) 642-3837 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 

Victor Deutsch 
750 S. Spaulding Ave. Apt.233 
Los Angeles, CA ,90036 
(213)930-0679 • 

Dr. Leon Horowitz 
B-1727 S. Utica 

Tulsa, OK. 74104 
(918) 743-6175 

ASSISTANT TREASURERS 
Kennett Square, PA. 19348 
(215) 444-3197 Robert L. Bernstein 

B-32 Goff Ave. 
P.O. Box 908 

(
Pawtuck~t~ R.I. 02862 
401) 724-oOOO 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHO ODS 
SPONSORS OF THE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 
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