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From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Glenn Stein; Ruth Harrison 

ETH I OP I AN RELi EF 

Date May 21, 1985 

We have to get s 
arrange to have 

to Abie Nathan. I have been asked to 
sent, via telex, to the following: 

(This is a $1. account) 
Peace Foundation, Inc. 

Discount Bank -
Yehuda Ha-Maccabi Street Branch 
Tel-Aviv 

Last week Glenn sent Ruth a check for $18,000. plus some smaller checks 
which came to some $1100. plus ..... she just received them today -- I got 
the memo copy last week! At any rate those, funds are to be used. A 1 so, 
as Al told you, if you need plus funds they ' can be take from REAP inasmuch 
as this new tent city will include Jews. 

Glenn tells me Abie Nathan is standing ready with 90 tons of supplies etc. 
a ere of 15 and planes .... they have been refused rights to fly over Egypt-­
which they were able to do previously -- but via our State Department and 
the Israel Embassy this is being worked out ..... 

Some of the tents will bear the words "From Austin, Texas with Love.'' 

FredQ , Please let me know when this mater has been concluded ... and 
the same for the last memo I sent requesting funds be sent to Israel .... I 
would like my file to be complete .... 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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To 

Copies 

Subject 
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Edith J. Miller Date M ay l , 1985 
) ' f. Fred Cohen I ~ 

I 
,, / . • Albert Vorspan 

• j- . - J ' • i\ 
' V ~., • / I , , ' 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 
' ' t: ( './ I \ I ' ' 

f - I • -.I ; ..J • 

• I 

Al has told Abie Nathan to be in contact with me when he requires funds 
inasmuch as Al is on Sabbatical and Schindler is on the road a great deal. 

Abie a few minutes ago and it is necessary to make payment on 
which have been ordered ~ .... this will be a partial payment -per 

$68,000 (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
umi · L• Israel, for F. H. Hold in~, account #653046/99. 

This is for Galva·nized Iron and Fiberglass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities (16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the . wicked sun. 

On some items yet to be ordered Abie will arrange 30 day Letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he'll give me details .. . 
hopefully the money from Texas will be in by then ... Al, what's the story? 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Edith J. HII ter 

Fred Cohen 

Glenn Stein; Ruth Harrison 
ETH I OP I AN RELi EF 

May 21, 1985 

We have to get some funds over to Able Nath n. I have been asked to 
arreng4 to have $19,000. sent, via telex, to the following: 

A/c 241768 (This Is a fl. aeeount) 
The Shalom Peace Foundation, Inc. 
Discount Bank 
Yehuda Ha-Maccabl Street Brane 
Tel-Aviv 

Last week Glenn sent Ruth a check for $18,ooo. plus some smaller checks 
which came to some $1100. plus ..... she Jut received them tod,, ~. 1 got 
the memo copy l~st week! At any rate those funds are toge used. Also, 
s Al told you, if you n ed plus funds they een be take from REAP Inasmuch 

as this new tent city will Include Jiws. 

Glenn tells me Abie Nathan Is standing ready with 90 tons of supplies etc. 
a ere of 15 and planes .... they have been refused rights to fly over Egypt•· 
which they were able to do previously -- but vfa our State Department and 
the Israel Emba$SY this Is b Ing worked out ..... 

Some of the tents wll 1 bear the words 11From Austin, lexas wl th Love.'' 

Fred- • Please let me know when this matter has been concluded ..• and 
the sane for the last memo I sent requesting funds be sent to Israel ..•. , 
would like my ftle to be canplete .... 
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A Hunger Organization 
" ra ising money creat ively, and getting the most for the money we raise " 
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PEOPLE FEEDING PEOPLE, INC. 
1410 WEST 6TH ST. 499-8850 

AUSTIN , TEXAS 78703 

141 O West Sixth Street, Austin, Texas 78703 512-499-8850, 512-499-8860 
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ERA® FIRST AMERICAN PROPERTIES / ' 

May 3, 1985 

Mr. Jim Melton 
ERA, First American Properties 
13694 Research Blvd 
Austin, Texas 78750 

Rabbi Alexander M. Shindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
~ew York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Shindler: 

..... ----..-

I have known Joe Topa for several years, both as a friend 
and as a colleague in the real estate industry in Austin. 

Joe has been fundraising on behalf of hungry people in his 
spare time since I have known him. I can assure you that his 
efforts are honest and sincere, and that he can be trusted to 
use his relationship with your organization responsibly and 
in a way which benefits the people in Africa who he is working 
to help through People Feeding People. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
me at ( 512 ) 2 5 8 - 2 7 0 0 . 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Jim Melton 
Broker, ERA 
First American Properties 

JM/ js 

13694 RESEARCH BLVD. · AUSTIN, TX 78750 • 512-258-2700 

" Each office 1ndependen1ly owned and opera1ed." r.:i c:\ E.R,/( ~L ESTATE 
\!:Ir:::,/ ,.con1ro1DauC()tl'lfW1)' 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

Glenn S. Stein Date 5/8/85 

Fred Cohen 

Edie Miller 

Abie Nathan 

This is just a reminder that we need copies of the bank receipts for the 
funds we have sent to Abie. The State Department has required that we 
show proof of the expenditure of these funds before they allocate their 
funds as well. 

Your help in gathering this information together is appreciated. 

'\~J ,f: Religious Action Center 
--,- --., 2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W . , .... . ... ~:,.-.. J 

WASHINGTON , D.C. 20036. 202/387-2800 
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DaY,iel Matthews 
People Feeding People 
P. 0. Bc,x 50278 
Austin, Texas 78763 

GleY-, SteiY-1 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
207 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20035 

Dear Mr. Stei Y-1, 

April 29, 1985 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the balance of the 
funds for the relief camp Mr. Nathan is currently preparing to 
construct in Ethiopia. We know that this money is needed 
immediately to allo~ the construction of the camp to move 
forward. 

The individuals and proJects we have been supporting over 
the last month have generated more than $25,000. However, at 
this moment some of that money is tied up in a donated Corvette, 
some has been raised but not yet received, and only several 
thousand dollars is currently in our bank account. Money will 
come in over the next several weeks from completed proJects and 
from proJects still in progress. More proJects are Just now 
getting off the ground. 

In order to allow our fundraising efforts to have an impact 
· now, when the need is the greatest: 

1} We request that UAHC, on behalf of People Feeding 
People, immediately contribute $25,000 to Mr. Nathan to fund the 
balance of the relief camp he is currently preparing to build. 

2} We promise to send a total of $25,000 to UAHC no later 
than May 31st, 1985, as repayment of this $25,000 contributed on 
our behalf. UAHC will receive incremental payments during May, 
1985, toward the paybac k of this $25,000. 

3} We request t hat s ome of the tents in t he cam p Mr. 
NathaY-1 is ab1;n1t t c, co-ns truct be steY-1ci led with the phrase "Frc,m 
Aust i Y-1, Texas -- With Love, 11 that phc,tc,graphs be t akeY-1 c,f the 
stenciling of the tents, the construction of the camp, etc., and 
that these photographs be sent to People Feeding People on an 
ASAP basis. Photographs representing this accomplishment could 
be a maJor contribution to our fundraising efforts. 

--.... _ 



UAHC could support our fundraising work in another way, as 
well: by establishing a formal fundraising relationship with us. 
We have already approached Rabbi Shindler and Al Vorspan with the 
proposal that UAHC allow us raise funds, earmarked for Mr. 
Nathan's work, on your behalf. (See enclosed letter.) We would 
receive a ten percent fundraising fee for such contributions. 
This arrangement would allow us to reach certain maJor and 
corporate contributors not currently willing to contribute to us 
because we have not yet received our IRS tax-exemption letter. 

Al Vorspan indicated an openness on the part of UAHC to 
enter into such an arrangement with us, but requested letters 
testifying to our character and integrity, especially from 
leaders in the religious communtity. We have not worked with the 
religious community to any significant degree. However, UAHC 
should have received or will shortly receive letters from the 
following business and community leaders: 

1) Dr. Matthew Vail -- Austin M.D. and owner of the MediCenters, 
a series of minor emergency and family care clinics located in 
Aust i r-,, Texas 

2) Will Barber Senior Partner in the legal firm 
~~t:Qn§Y~ · BQ§§~ Barber and Qyg, one of the largest 
prestigious legal firms in the state of Texas 

c,f ~t:2trn!... 
ar-,d mc,st 

3) Richard Goodman 
Council, and co-owner 
Texas 

Three-term member of the 
of a television station in 

A1.1st in City 
Waco/Temple, 

4) Ben Cartwr ight -- President of River City Machinery Co., a 
well established multi-million dollar enterprise specializing in 
sale and leasing of heavy equipment 

5) Jim Melton Prominent Real Estate Broker and Builder in 
Austin and Cedar Park, Texas 

6) Dean Kilgore Partner in 
Lockrid □ e and Kilaore, another 
highly regarded legal firms 

the legal firm of 
of Austin's largest 

McGir-,r-,is. 
ar-,d most 

If you can expedite the establishment 
between UAHC and People Feeding People, 
appreciate it, and we promise you that this 
an immediate positive impact on our results. 

of this arrangement 
we would very much 
arrangement will have 

Thank you for your partnership, and for th e work that you 
dc1 • 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Matthews , ... --._ 
..... 
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March 14th, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

As you know, we're raising money in Texas for Abie Nathan's 
camps. Abie called me early Saturday morning, March 9th, to find 
out how we're doing and to ask if we need anything. As I told 
him then, we have a significant problem which UAHC can help us 
solve. Abie said that my proposed solution is a good idea, and 
that he would talk to you about it; I am following up with this 
written request. 

People Feeding People was incorporated as a Texas non-profit 
corporation in February of this year. Joe Topa, Gail Cantor and 
I formed it to provide a legal structure for our own personal 
commitment to raise emergency famine relief money on a near 
fulltime basis throughout 1985. We have applied for IRS tax­
exempt status, and have no doubt that we will be granted tax­
exemption. However, we are told that the decision making process 
at IRS takes 6 to 8 months. 

Not · already having tax-exempt status has been a 
impediment to our ability to raise money for Abie's 
especially from corporations and maJor contributors. 
anxious to move ahead in raising money for Mr. Nathan. 

strc1Y-19 
camps, 

We are 

In order to do this more effectively, we request to set up 
a fundraising relationship with UAHC until we receive our tax­
exemption letter from IRS. We would have large contributors make 
their checks payable to UAHC. 

UAHC would return a small percentage of the money to us as 
a fundraising or consulting fee. Right now, we propose a fee of 
10 percent of the money we raise to cover our expenses and 

·promotional costs. We intend to reduce that percentage as the 
year goes on and our initial start-up and promotional costs get 
covered . We would like to receive fee payments on some regular, 
agreed upon basis, for example, for each $25,000 raised and 
deposited with UAHC. 

Given the urgency of the situation in Ethiopia, I would 
appreciate your prompt attention to our request. Once we 
establish an agreement with UAHC along these lines, the single 
biggest obstacle to our fundraising efforts will be gone. I trust 
that out of our mutual commitment to this work, we can figure out 
a creative solution to this breakdown. Thank you _very much for 
your time and effort in this matter. 

Please contact me at (512) 499-8850 or write me at People 
Feed i Y-1g Pec,pl e, -1-4 10 - west-- E,th- St ree , Aust-i--rr,- ,X- 78703. ThaY-1k yqu 
aga i Y-1. 

Da.,.-,iel Matthews 
--



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Albert Vorspan 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

May 1, 1985 

Al has told Abie Nathan to be in contact with me when he requires funds 
inasmuch as Al Is on Sabbatical and Schindler is on the road a great deal. 

I spoke to Able a few minutes ago and it is necessary to make payment on 
some items which have been ordered ..... this will be a partial payment per 
Abie N. 

$68,000. (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
Leumi L'lsrael, for R.H. Holding, account #653046/99. 

This is for Galvanized Iron and Flverglass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities {16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the wicked sun. 

On some i terns yet to be ordered Abie wtl 1 arrange 30 day Letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he'll give me details .. . 
hopefully the money from Texas will be In by then ... Al, what's the story? 



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Albert Vorspan 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

May 1, 1985 

Al has told Able Nathan to be In contact with me when he requires funds 
Inasmuch as Al ts on Sabbatical and Schindler Is on the road a great deal. 

I spoke to Abie a few minutes ago and it ls necessary to make payment on 
some Items which have been ordered ..... this will be a partial payment per 
Able N. 

$68,000. (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
Leumi L'lsrael~ for A.H. Holding, account #653046/99. 

This ts for Galvanized Iron and Ftverglass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities (16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the wicked sun. 

On some items yet to be ordered Abie will arrange 30 day letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he'll give me details .. . 
hopefully the II)()ney from Texas will be In by then ... Al, what's the story? 
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HAHl:ll AL.EXANUEH M . SC I II NDLEH • UNION OF AMERICAN II EBHbW CONGREGATIONS 
PR!: SIIJENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N Y 10021 12121 249 0100 

Mr. Jonathan Giesberg 
North American Conference 

on Ethiopian Jewry 
165- Easc 56Llr Stree t 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Giesberg: 

June 27, 1989 
24 Sivan 5749 

Your letter of June 22nd reached our office during Rabbi 
Schindler's absence. He is attending me e tings in Israel 
and London and is not due back at his desk until mid-July . 

As you know, Rabbi Schindler and the UAHC are deeoly con­
cerned for the welfare of Ethopian Jews , most especially 
those who remain in Ethiopia. Indeed, a great deal of ac­
tivity in their behalf stems from our Commission on Social 
Action and Religious Action Center in Washington. While 
Rabbi Schindler does serve on your Advisory Board, I trust 
you do know that his time is exceedingly limited. In lend-
ing his name to such a worthy cause he has indicated that 
unless there is a serious situation or very special emer­
gency, matters to be discussed in this r ea lm of concern should 
be directed to the Religious Action Cente r, particul~rily 
Rabbi David Saperstein , Director of the Cent er . Thus, I urge 
you to undertake a discussion with David Saperstein and mem­
bers of his staff. 

This is a Biennial year of the UAHC, our major convention will 
convene in New Orleans at the end of October. I know I need 
not t el l you the kind of pressure this places on Rabbi Schindler. His time is truly limited. Thus, I trust you unde rstand this 
situation. Necd]ess to note, should you e ver require and 
direct assista nce from Rabbi Schindler he will b~ prepared to 
respond to your cal l. 

With kindest greet ings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller · 
Assistant to the President 



al - would it be wr ong for me to tell them ams is pleased 

to have them use name but his time is limited ..... so no 

need for conve rsation ... certainly in event pf special 

emergency can be contacted but for normal, routine matters 

our rac people are contacts? 
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NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY {NACOEJ) 
165 East 56th Street • New York, New York 10022 • (212)752-6340 

June 22, 1989 

Rabbi Alexande r Schi ndle r 
AHC 

8 38 Fifth Av enue 
New York, NY 1 0021 

Dear Rabb i Schindler : 

As a membe r of the NACOEJ Adv isory Board , you are awa re 
of our seven - year histor y of un ara ll e l ed activit on 
behalf o f the welfare of Ethi opian ews in Ethiopia, 
their desire fo r aliyah to Israel, and t hei r absorpt ion 
into Israeli society when they arrive. Thi s commitment 
remains unabated. 

Today, during a period of crisis in Ethiopia, and greatly 
intensi fi ed a ctivity and growth in the North American 
Conference on Ethiopian Jewry, the NACOEJ Board of 
irectors is undertak i ng a new assessment o f several 

'-crucial areas of activity in our organization. Amonq 
these are our political posture and ef fe ctiveness; our 

ong and short t erm goals in Is rael ; and our abi lit y to 
crea te and maintai n e ff ecti ve reg iona l ac tivities in t he 
United States . 

In coniunc tion wi th these ex aminations of 
organizational processes and goal s, we would like to 
a fresh oak at our Advisor y Board, and to iscuss 
role each member plays and might like to p lay in 
future. 

our 
take 
the 
the 

Some Advisory Board members have been very active in 
NACOEJ. Fo r example, some give a day a week of 
invaluable service in the NACOEJ h eadquarters in New 
Yo rk; some undertake major vol un teer projects such as 
controlling the invent ory of medical and other supp li es 
that a c company our missions and the artifacts that re t urn 
with them; some organi ze f und-rai sers and appearances at 
fa irs, parades and other even ts. St i 11 other s 1 ead 
missions to Ethiopia , undertak e s eaking engagements , 
s pearhead political efforts and bring in sponsor s for our 
Adop t-A-Student pr ogram. Sti l 1 o t her Advisory Boa r d 
members offer p a r ticula r ex e rtise when cal led u on fo r 



-2-

political, financial , legal or other advice. Over the years , 
many members of the Adviso ry Board have taken increased 
resp onsibility as members of the Board of Directors and the 
Executive Committee. 

I have asked Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Executive Di rector; 
us ty Solomon Moslow, Special Projects Directo r; and Middie 

Gi es berg, Board member , to join me in talking personally with 
y o about your own role in NACOEJ . If you feel we have not 
ca led upon you for enoug h participation in the rema rkabl e 
a chi evemen ts and growth of our organi za ti on , 1 et' s discuss 
ways in which we can remedy that to the benefit of Ethiopian 
Jews. If you fee t hat you are al ready participating to the 
ful 1 est extent in our work , we ' 11 hav e the opportunity to 
express our appreciation and renew personal conta c t. 

The work we are doing is o f major importance in a ssisting 
Ethi opian Jews in a period of both unprecedented turmoil and 
opportunity. We n eed the hel p of every one of the 
kn owl edgeabl e, creative and ski 11 ed peep 1 e on ou r Adviso ry 
Board . Please return the enclosed card promptly , so that we 
can qet togethe r s oon, in pe rson or by telephone, to discuss 
your ro l e in thi s lifesavinq work of ou r time. 

I ook forward to working with you. 

Sincerely 

~1:Lky 
Jonathan Giesberg 

JG: smm 
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Dear Jonathan, 
.u; • 

. . , - interested in discussing my further participation 
in the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry 
(NACOEJ) Advisory Board. 

Please call me at: 
( ) ______________ (day) 
( ) (evening) 
so that we can talk. 

(signed) 



7he Religious Action Center 
pursues social justice and 

religious liberty by 
mobilizing the American 
Jewish Community and 
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in the nation~ capital 
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7he Religious Action Center 
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From: Glenn S. Stein 

To: Rabbi David Saperstein 

RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER 
OF REFORM JUDAISM 

June 6, 1989 

Copies: Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Al Vorspan, Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 

Re : Ongoing problems between Project REAP and the JDC 

On May 12th, Dr. Jeff Goldhagen , Dr. Burton Bronsther and Ellen 
Bronsther brought Dr. Zein Achmed of the Gondar School of Medical 
Science to meet with Michael Schneider at the JDC office in New York. 
The purpose of the meeting was a courtesy call. This was Dr. Achmed's 
first visit to the United States and since he had worked with the JDC 
doctor at the Teda clinic in Gondar, we thought it would be nice for 
the JDC leadership to have an opportunity to meet with him. We also 
thought it would be an opportunity to brief the JDC on our upcoming 
plans and to explore new possibilities for working together. From our 
perspective it was another attempt on our part to be helpful and 
cooperative . 

The following account of the meeting waas described to me by Ellen 
Bronsther and confirmed by Dr. Jeff Goldhagen. 

Michael Schneider opened the meeting by saying that if they had come 
to ask for money the answer was no. It went downhill from there . 

Michael invited Woody Slater and other JDC staff people into the 
meeting. According to Jeff he felt as if our project was on trial and 
the JDC was the jury. From the beginning Jeff said that Michael was 
"uncooperative, negative, irresponsible, possessive and territorial . " 

Michael did not mention or show the copy of the news release they had 
sent out three days earlier announcing a massive meningitis 
immunization campaign on Gondar, even though Jeff went into great 
detail to describe the immunization program we were setting up. 

(We should point out that the news release , ambiguously worded, allows 
for the inference that the JDC is working in cooperation with Dr. 
Zein's school . This is not so and this may, or may not, account for 



their failure to show them the release.) 

Michael said that he felt "obligated to report this conversation to 
the Ethiopian RRC and the Regional Ministry of Health." It was not 
clear to Jeff why Michael said that, but the inference that was given 
was that Michael did not like the work we were doing and was going to 
complain to the authorities . Thus far, we have no indication that 
such a report was filed. 

Jeff said that although he had never felt concerned for his physical 
well-being when in Ethiopia, the tone of the meeting was so hostile 
that he momentarily feared that some action against him could be 
prompted by a JDC complaint. 

When Jeff was in Ethiopia he could find no evidence that there was an 
immunization program of any kind in Gondar. The JDC had been 
successful in bringing a significant quantity of supplies into the 
country although they had not reached Gondar. This was very 
interesting to me considering the JDC press release states that "They 
have become part of a region-wide effort with the Ministry of Health 
and the Gondar Medical College to administer the preventive vaccine to 
as many children in Gondar as possible." The fact is that there is no 
region-wide effort in Gondar right now. It is true that the JDC has 
allocated some vaccine to the Gondar School of Medical Science but the 
school has no plan in place to deliver the vaccine to the people in 
the villages . That is what they have asked us to do. 

The question that arises is: how is the JDC planning to deliver the 
vaccine? They could not be seriously considering using their staff of 
one doctor and two nurses to attempt to administer 200,000 doses. 
They have not made any arrangements with the Gondar school. I have no 
idea what their implementation plan could be. The only way to do this 
is how we are going to. We have made arrangements with the school in 
Gondar to use their medical, nursing and sanitarian students (an 
available pool of 400 people) to divide into teams in order to 
administer the vaccine . Our doctors will go in order to oversee the 
entire project. 

In addition, our immunization program will not only immunize the 
children against meningitis but against other deadly childhood 
diseases such as polio, measles, tuberculosis, diphtheria and tetanus. 

This is one more example of the types of problems we have had from the 
beginning with the JDC. Some of the JDC people have been particularly 
nice (Aryeh Cooperstock) and others have bordered on overt hostility 
(Ralph Goldman). Institutionally, however, they have been totally 
unresponsive. As indicated by the enclosed memos, they never had the 
decency to respond to our formal request for funding although they 
promised they would. They certainly never gave us any funding 
although our program was a perfect complement to their own with almost 
no overlap and was exactly the kind of program for which they raised 
all that money. We offered to cooperate with them in whatever way 
they wanted; indeed, we made a standing offer for them to simply take 
over the program whenever they wanted to broaden their own involvement 
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and allow them to get out of the clinic and into the villages. At no 
time were they willing to enter into any serious discussions with us 
as to such cooperation. 

A related point. When Zein was here in DC, I had the opportunity to 
spend some private time with him. During that time he asked me what I 
thought of the JDC. I said we thought they were doing very good work. 
He said "well they don't like you." He went on to say that last year 
he was visited by a Ethiopian military official who was asking 
questions about the SACOW doctors because the JDC had complained about 
our presence in the area. Dr. Zein told them that the SACOW doctors 
were working fine and that they were in Gondar legally through the 
visiting scholar program of the College. The military said they were 
going to keep their eyes on our doctors and no other incidents 
occurred. See the copy of my memo to Al dated 6/23/88 which quotes a 
letter I received from Carol Dororshow regarding this complaint. At 
that time Al called Aryeh Cooperstock who after checking it out said 
that there was absolutely no truth to the report. 

Finally, regarding the question of covert activity, as you can see 
from the enclosed documents, at each step of our program we had 
written agreements with the Gondar College of Medical Science. 
Nothing was done secrtely or covertly in Ethiopia. As to the 
involvement of the UAHC, while we were certainly one, if not the major 
support for SACOW's activities in Ethiopia, in the begining we were 
concerned that knowledge of the UAHC's involvement might raise 
inappropriate concerns in Ethiopia. However, certainly by this point, 
the medical college authorities are aware of, and comfortable with, 
our involvement. Indeed, Dr. Zein spent a great deal of time at the 
Religious Action Center meeting with our own people in addition to 
meetings with U.S. government officials which we facilitated . In 
addition, you should be aware that SACOW has been involved in 
developing this program far beyond with what we had originally 
anticipated in accordance with their normal legitimate medical 
activities . 

Ideally, if we could have at this point anything we wanted from the 
JDC, it would be: 1) to provide funding for our program; 2) to respond 
affirmatively, and to request NJCRAAC to do likewise, to any inquiries 
from local federations and CRC's about our program. This is 
particularly important now since the Tzedek Society mailing (which 
will drop over the next few weeks) and the bulletin articles (which 
will appear in July) will likely evoke such questions; 3) since, 
sadly, it is too late for us to work together in the immunization 
program, to assure us that they will do nothing to undermine our 
project in Ethiopia; and, 4) to change their general mindset so they 
view us as a partner with whom to cooperate and assist rather than a 
threat or competitor. 
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For Immediate Release 

Contact: Amir Shaviv 

Sheryl Wurmbrand 

May 9, 1989 

JDC ESTABLISHES RELIEF PROGRAM TO COMBAT MENINGITIS 

OUTBREAK IN ETHIOPIA 

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) 
is providing assistance to the peoprle of Ethiopia in 
re s p onse t~ t he d eadly str a in of bacterial meningitis 
which, ha v :.ng swe pt sub-Saharan Africa, including the 
southern regions of Eth i opia, during the past few 
months, has begun to appear in the northern Ethiopian 
regions of Gondar and Wollo. 

During recent months, Ethiopia has witnessed thousands 
of meningitis-related d eaths. So far, 1,800 cases of 
meningitis, and 59 mening i tis-related deaths, have been 
report e d i n t he Gon d ar Region. The i nc i denc e o f 
un r e port ed ca ses i n th e rural hinterlands may be much 
grea t er . 



JDC, which conducts relief and recovery projects in 

Ethiopia's Gondar Region, has purchased an emergency 

consignment of medi cines and supplies to help contain 

the spread of this virulent disease. In the past 

several weeks, JDC has air-shipped 200,000 doses of 

v a cc i n e , 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 s yr in g es w i th need 1 es , o v e r 2 O O , O O O 

doses 0 f antibiotics, as well as or a 1 

rehydration salts, I .v. solution, and equipment for 

administration of the medicines. 

Michael Schneider, Executive Vice President of JDC, 

described JDC's operation: "We have an American 

physician and two American nurses who are part of JDC's 

staff in Ethiopia and wh o work and reside in the Gondar 

region. They have become part of a region-wide effort 

with the Ministry of Health and the Gondar Medical 

College to administer the preventive vaccine to as many 

children in Gondar as possible, as they are at greatest 

risk. There is no way to predict wha t course the 

disease will take in the coming weeks and it is 

imperative that we vaccinate the children before this 

lethal strain reaches epidemic proportions in the 

region." 

In addition t o its' medical programs, JDC, 

yea rs, has operated other programs 

in response to the critical drought and 

for several 

in Ethiopia 

famine that 



beset the region earlier this decade. 

As the overseas arm of the American Jewish community, 

JDC is dedicated t o assis ting those in need. In 

addition to Ethiopia, JDC has, through non-sectarian, 

humanitarian efforts, provided relief to El Salvador, 

Mexico, Cambodia, Italy, Lebanon, Bangladesh, Jamaica, 

and most recently, Armenia. 

JDC's services are supported by contributions to UJA­

Federation campaigns throughout the United States. 
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Co-Oirec1or : ALBERT VORSPAN 
Co-0 11ector & Counsel : 

RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN 

Mr. Sol Cohen 
J.D.C. 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Sol, 

May 13, 1986 

It was real pleasure having the opportunity to talk through our program with you last month. I wanted to follow up with a letter formalizing our request. 
We would like to suggest two alternative plans regarding REAP (The Reform Movements's Ethiopian Jewry Assistance Project). 

Our preference would be to have the JDC simply take over our position in the project. This would envolve the JDC operating through SACOW quietly like we are doing. As you know SACOW (Surgical Aid for Children Of the World) is the bona fide group under whose name this project is being run in Ethiopia. They are a responsible group with whom we have had no trouble working. 
If you took it over in the same relation to SACOW that we have, you would select and brief the doctors, pay for the program, and make the decisions on the actual implementation of the project in Ethiopia (in consultation with SACOW). In other words you would be the behind the scenes agent for SACOW to continue the management of the program. 

You had said in our meeting that if you took the program over you would want to operate it in the name of the JDC. I just do not believe this is feasible as the Ethiopians we are working with are already concerned with SACOW's unofficial interest in the Jews. If they have been reluctant to let JDC American doctors staff the Tedda clinic, I am not optimistic they will agree to JDC doctors replacing the SACOW doctors. · Finally, I would be very cautious about even mentioning this idea to the Ethiopians for fear that they would suspect a prior tie between the JDC and SACOW which might hurt the JDC's operational ability in Gondar. 

If the JDC does not want to take over the program, then we would want to make a formal request for JDC funding of the UAHC for this. If we do not secure 
I funding for this project in the very near future we will either have to abandon it or launch a much more public fundraising campaign. 1 

I hope you will consider our request seriously. Outside of your own program we are the only Jewish program on the ground in Condor. With our current permission to move into the villages and perhaps to help staff the clinics, the continuation of the project is very important. I would certainly hope that this falls within the guidelines of the t ype of program which the JDC would fund. 

The Reli ious Action Center is under the auspices of the Comm,ss,on on Social Action of Reform Judaism. a joint inst rumentality of the CENTR AL 
CONFERgENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS with its affiliates- Na 11onal Federa11on of Tern~ Sisterhoods. National Federation of Temple Bro therhoods. Na11onal Federation of Temple Youth . • 
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Rabbi David Saperstein 
Religious Action Center 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rabbi Saperstein: 

June 9, 1986 

(2 12) 687-6200 
Cables: Jointd1sco New York 
Telex: 62873 

Your letter of May 13, 1986, addressed to Dr. Saul Cohen was 
referred to me for reply. In view of a number of recent 
developments which may make it feasible for JDC to establish its 
own medical teams in Gondar Province we must put off consideration 
of your request. 

We are now entering the stages of exploration and negotiation with 
the authorities. Once this is complete and we have a clear 
picture of what options we have we shall consider 
your request and get back to you. 

Thank you for your interest. With kindest regards, 

SBS:ho 
cc: Ralph I. Goldman 

Amos Avgar 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Director, & Budget 

T118 ,Jo:nl D1;;11 :J1Jtion (..01~1n :tt•-;: rtir.:e1-:e~ its \inc~ cil·e11v rrom American Jc:wry tt1rough the United Jewish .Aooeai. , .. ~8 JDC 
Ji'>O re.::erves 1,1nalier amou·.,;; :ro:•1 !he> Cc-: ,, 21 Br ,:,s,'l hr:1u \•'.'orld ,Je1•J1sn RPl1et. Canadian 1-eoera11ons via Unireo Israel Aooeal 
:.~,f Car:..;aa. Ci''U C:Jrnrri1H111 , .. :,;. n 00Ll~n ,-J,1ntJrir-d. ~LUt~ .~!rica c.H1U Eu,ooe. 



Mr. Ralph Goldman 
Joint Distribution Committee 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ralph, 

October 9, 1986 

Happy new year. As you know, last year we requested funding from the J.D.C. 
for our medical project in Gondar, Ethiopia--Project REAP. At that time we 
were told that you were attempting to establish your own medical personnel in 
Gondar, and that the outcome of that effort would affect our request. It was 
projected that a decision would be reached by September 1, 1986. 

Due to lack of funding we have not made arrangements for any medical personnel 
to replace our Dr. Goldhagen when he completes his service next March. 
Therefore, we are very anxious to hear if our request will be granted. If you 
would inform me of any developments which have occurred, I would be most 
appreciative. Thank you very much. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mace Levin 
Burton and Ellen Bronsther 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi David Saperstein 



Mr. Ralph Goldman 
J.D.C. 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ralph, 

January 6, 1987 

On January 12, 1987 at 2:00 pm a meeting will be held at the U.A . H. C. office in 
New York (838 5th Ave.). The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the future 
of our medical project in Ethiopia, Project REAP. 

We would like to invite you to attend this meeting. As the J.D.C. has a great 
interest in projects held in Ethiopia, and as there is the possibility of our 
expanding our work in the Gondar region, we feel it important that our 
organizations continue to communicate with each other. 

We would also like an update as to our request for funding of our project. 
After our last inquiry this past July we were told that you were working to 
further establish your own medical team in Gondar, but would have a response 
for us some time in September. We have not yet received an answer from your 
organization . 

Included in this packet is the contract that SACOW has recently signed with the 
Addis Ababa University, and two letters which were written by our doctor who is 
presently in Ethiopia. We would appreciate any advice that you might have 
regarding our endeavors, and look hope that you will be able to attend the 
meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi David Saperstein 

cc. Al Vorspan 



June 23, 1988 

FROM: Glenn S. Stein 

TO: Al Vorspan 

RE: JDC and Project REAP 

I received a disapointing letter from Carol Doroshow (our doctor in 
the other day. The dissapointing part was in reference to the JDC. 
portion of her letter which applies reads as follows: 

Ethiopia) 
The 

"Both John (her husband) and I have discussed letting you know about a conversation we had with Zein (the dean of the Gondar School of Medial Science and their Ethiopian supervisor) last week. We still do not have our 
identification cards which you must have in Ethiopia. Zein told us that the Americans at the Teda clinic complained to officials that they were concerned that we would infringe on their work or try to involve ourselves in their work at their clinic. Zein felt this was holding up the cards and our official sanction in being here. The head dean of Addis University has written to security asking for help in getting us our cards. I tell you this not because I feel our cards will not eventually come but to hopefully allow you to speak with the New York representatives of JDC to reassure them that this is NOT out intention. I know both John and I will avoid any bad feelings or intermixing of work. I would hate to think JDC would actively work at making our stay here less pleasant .. I hope all this will work out soon." 

Al, in addition for your information only -- you should know that the North 
American Conference on Ethiopian Jews believes that the reason their last 
delegation to Ethiopia had trouble getting to the Jewish villages is because of things the JDC has said about them in Ethiopia. I did not give this much 
credibility before -- but now I must wonder. 

Please call Aryeh Cooperstock -- this nonsense must stop. 



., 
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SunGIGAL Aru To G1uLDREN OF THE ,vonLn 
19S NORTH VILLAGE AVENUE 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N.Y. 11570 

(516) 676-4900 

The agreement between SACOW and Addis Ababa University was accomplished after 
multiple meetings and conferences with the below named individuals. The following 
individuals participated in framing the final agreement. 

1.) Dr. Malede }~ru, Dean, Gondar College of Medical Sciences. 

2.) Dr. Gebresalassie, Head, Community Health Departmen~, Gondar College 
of Medical Sciences. 

3.) Dr. Jeff Goldhagen 

4.) Professor Demissie Habte, Dean, Faculty of Medicine 

5.) Professor Taye Mekuria, Head, Department of Surgery, Faculty of 
Medicine, Addis Ababa. 

6.) Professor Orvar Johnson, Associate Director of Surgery, Black 
Lian Hospital. 

7.) Professor Nebiat Tafari, Head, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty 
of Medicine, A<ldis Ababa. 

8.) Dr. Haile Gabriel Dagne, Vice President for Business and Development, 
Addis Ababa University. 

9.) Dr. Aragay 

10.) Dr. Gizan Tsehai, Minister of Health 

11.) Mrs. Sophia Desalegn, Research and Publications Office, Addis Ababa 
University. 
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Agreement Between Addis Ababa University (MU) 

and Surgical Aid for Children of the World (SACOW) 

The Addis Ababa University (herelnaiter called the Univen.ity)and 

Surgical Aid to children of the lforld (hereinafter called SACO\-J) have 

had an ongoing relationship in a medical programme Jointly established 

in March 1986. Subsequent to an onsite visit and review of the progress 

of tlte programme by Or. Burton Hronsther and Mayor Ellyn Bronsther, 

Prc~ldc11t and Vice President of S\COW respectively, it was mutual]y 

agreed that this programme had a grea t deal to offer to the people of 

Ethiopia and also to the participating SACO\.J scholars. 

Upon the reque s t of the University SACOW has hereby agreed to extend 

and e::pand its assistance to co ve r two programmes which are hereafter 

called : 

1. GCMS (Gondar College of Medical Sciences) - SACOW Programme. 

2. FMA (Faculty o f Medicine, Addis Ababa) - SACOW Pro gramme. 

Both procrarnrnes are guided by the expressed aim of self-sufficiency 

through bu.i.l<ling technical c.:1p.:1bility in the ar~as of rnedfcal activity 

included in the respective pro gromme . They will extend for a period 

of 2 years contingent upon a revi ew and re-evaluation of the programmes 

by the University and SACO\L Tl,is will be accomplished within 8-12 

months from the date of tltl s agreement. 

l. i.: . : ' ·: \ ~ . : ' . : . ' . : : :_ 
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l. l. 2 l11volve111c11t in trai11ing of senior medical students 

inn model health unit. 

1.1.J Involvement in the training of nursing and sanitari.111 

students. 

1.1.4 To create appropriate forum for development of research, 

intervention, and disease control programmes. 

1.4.5 Development of information, monitoring, and referral 

systems. 

1.4.6 Delivery of primary health care including a full public 

h!~:lth pro:_,l'.'ammc centen'!d j_n the Kolln Diba Henl tli 

Center. These provisions are to include: 

a. Primary health care (Medical care including nursing 

service). 

b. l·laternal/child health services and family planning. 

c. Expanded programme on immunization (EPI). 

cl. E11vironmental health services. 

1.2 Undertakin gs 

1. 2 .1 Umlertakings of Addis Ababa University 

a. ProviJe sufficient incentive to recruit and c111ploye 

Ethiopian academic staff. 

b. Provide physical facilities for training of stuJents 

(<lonnitories,dlnning hall etc.) in rural c1i::e;;s 

c1nd improve physical faciU ties to fulfill departm<!ntal 

needs. 

c. Provide funds for fuel anc.l other transport needs. 

J. Supply equipment a11J Jrugs for health institutions 

used for training. 

e. t-lain taln publlc relati ons aspects of the progra111mc 

(con tact with gove rn ment and community organiz.itio11s). 

f . l'roviJe su1•p1.H t fur resea rch uy stuJe 11ts and st;i[f 

111 tl1e fleld tr,7i1ti11 1j areas. 

I 
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1) . 

a. Provide community health experts. which will i11..:l11de 

faculty, residenr-s, externs and nurses until such 

time su ff iclent local trained manpower is avall.::1ble. 

b. Support ]ucal efforts to improve physical Eacilltles 

for field training and department. 

c. Provide training opportunities for local staff 

including exchange of experts between universlties. 

d. Support at.tempts to improve transportation. equipment 

and drug supply for training health institutions. 

e. Provide additional support to research programmes. 

Full details of the programme will be worked out in 

due course and become part of this agreement upon acceptance 

by the Ministry o[ llealth, CCMC and SACO\~. 

l. J Expected Effects of the Joint Action 

1.3. l Different approaches for health service management 

will be te s t ed and those proved effective will be 

recu mmc n<l ed fo r country wide application. 

1.3.2 Students will be given training in real life si tuation 

which prepares them for leadership in communit y me<llcine. 

1.3.3 This pilot programme will be extended to three more 

districts. 1wmely Tseda, Addis Zemen and Corgora 

covering an cstimat'"<l population of 200,0f'O. Th~ extf!nslon 

will begin \.Jitliin three to six months. 

1.3.4 Communities \.Jill receive expanded services (sec Addendum 1) 

2. HIA-SACOW Programme 

This programme aims at est;1bllshi11!,; self-sufficiency 111 pediatric 

surgery at the HL\ (Faculty of Me<llcine). Tl1ere \.Jill be monthly 

visits of high level SACU\~ scholars in pediatric surgery, pediatric 

urology, pediatric orthopedics, pediatric anesthesia, pe<liatric 

ENT. oncology. neonatoloty an<l gas troenterolo gy and oLlicr spec ialities 

as would be requ es ted by l:tl,\. Further, SACO\~ u11Jerc1 kes to lie lp 

in the establisli111e11t uf ,., l\11rn ll1llt \.Jitliin the l:aculty ul tteJJ,:ine. 



/··. , !,t.: L: 11iv t.:r sic:; •.;iJJ ;ippui11t i.l s ci [( to coordinate tl1e unit a11<l 

r rovide space for :-,1me. S,\COW flurn Coordinator will work out the 

details of thi s lluru Unit with the Ethiopian Coordinator. 

Full details of Llw re111i.1l11der u( tlie programme will be worked out 

in detail with a SACOW scl1olar who will visit the Faculty in February 

1987. 

SACOW shall obtain a ·car but tlie University will provide an appropriate 

license, fuel and maintenance for the car. International travels 

and maintenance costs for the duration of stay of the scholars 

will be covered by SACmL SACO\J shall also contribute 1,000 !Hrr 

per month to help the University administer the programme. 

It is understood that the Unviersity shall provide accommodation 

to SACOW scholars and expedite i mmigration formalities, travelling 

papers and residence permits. 

Dr. Aregay Waktola 
on bet\alf of !\All 

, · ✓. ,,\ ' 1 )(--

;½;)£✓ ~;( 
l I • ' 1 

DATE: Novembe r 21, 1986 

Dr. Burton Bron s tlier 
on behalf of SACOW 

·.2 ccf.L\ t,l,~/~ 
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l Addendum 1 

Structure of Health Delivery System 

\.._____cr._.t-ts __ l 

Goodar Hospital 

' \ 
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( 

'\ 
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I 

Gondar Regional Health 
Department 

\ Kolla Diba Health 
\ Center 

I 

liealtli S tation llealth Station 

Health Puses 
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1'l~C mh?Vta· li~1il 111\.~ 
· Oondar ~ollege of Medical Sciences 

September 6, 1988 

Burton Bronather, M.D. 
Surgical Aid to Chilc:iren of tha World 
195 North V.illage Avenue .. 
Rockville Cen~er, New York 11570 
USA· • ' ~ C •:. ~;. • 

. Dear Dr. Bronather, 

' 

This document will serve as a formal request that the 
.. 

Board of Directors of SACOW implement a program of Pediatric 

Surgical Ass.~_stance in this country at the earliest possible 

date. • 

/ 
We will endeavor to cooperate at;~ assist your staff in any 

·,,. ,•~ 

supportive fcirmat that is mutually beneficial. 
\l . 

We look forward to an early response. 

Sinciy,, . 
. l ~\ 

Zein d Zain, 
• Dean • • 

f?"' "' • -l:, 196 PBX 11017-4 
Tcltohou-, 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER. -e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
·-·. ~ ' PR ESIDENT --838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N .Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Mr. Yosef I. Abramowitz 
Chairperson 

and 
Mr. Daniel Yossef 
Executive Director 

May 4, 1989 
-29 Nisan 5749 

_Reunify Ethiopian Jewry 
cjo_ World Union of Jewish 
P . O • Box 7 914 · • 

Students 

,:ferusa'lem 91077 Israel 

Dear Messr& Abramowitz and · Yossef: . ~ • 

' 
I have you; Va~ious materials ·regaroing the pligpt of Et hio~ 

_ pian Jewry and I -- write ··to advise that - I have signed ~# in- ' 
--; ~ticmal. peti tio"n -which I return to you herewith.· • There 

are a number of ·staff. members here at the . Union who . have al.:.. 
ready signed this . or _- si111ilar petitions. It is a caus·e which 
is very near and dear to our hearts.. We are pleased to par-:­
·ticipate ~ • 

ivith every good wish_, :· I am 

Sincerely., · 
,,., l . 

Alexander M~ Schindler -

. [ 



Sponsored by 
The Commtttee 
for Family 
Reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry 

Ethiopian Jewish 
Students 
Association 

National Council 
for Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel 

Beta Israel 
Association 

Association of 
Ethiopian 
Immigrants 

World Union 
of Jewish 
Students 
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15.3.89 
Rabbi Schindler Alexander 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Re: The Plight of Ethiopian Jewry 

On behalf of the World Union of Jewish 
Students, we are pleased to enclose the 
Activist Campaign Kit for the Reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 

As you 
reports, 
affecting 
desperate 

are no doubt aware from the recent 
both media and official, the tragedy 

this community is now reaching the 
stage. 

Together with the Ethiopian leadership in 
Israel, WUJS has launched a public campaign to 
prioritize and highlight this plight. Indeed, 
we believe that this should be the major 
concern of the Jewish world in general and of 
the Zionist community in particular. 

As you can see from our enclosures, care has 
been taken to portray the Ethiopian community 
in a realistic rather than pathetic light. The 
campaign is a positive campaign and the title 
slogan "We are Family" indicates to the 
community and from the community the unity and 
joint purpose that should inspire us all. 



In sharing this informa~ion 
promoted in 15 countries around 
like to bring your attention to 
project in particular. 

( which is currently being 
the world) with you, we would 
the petition and the bracelet 

The Petition: Conceived by Hanan Aynor, Israel's last 
ambassador to Ethiopia and approved jointly by the WUJS 
Executive and the leadership of the Ethiopian community, the 
petition has been endorsed by a majority in Israel's 
Government and Knesset (see reverse side of kit folder). This 
legitimacy should pave the way for a united effort for a 
public campaign. 

The Adoption Bracelet Project: Enclosed in the kit is a 
complementary bracelet. The bracelets are made from sterling 
silver with real leather straps. They come with the name and 
address of an Ethiopian youth/student whose family remains 
left behind in Ethiopia. It is interesting to note that the 
Ethiopians themselves make these bracelets. 

By adopting Ethiopian youth, the public campaign develops a 
personal dimension allowing for many positive dynamics 
including the fact that via correspondence the Ethiopian 
youth do not feel so isolated, their pain is tangibly shared 
and the diaspora communities who are removed from the miracle ~ 
of this Aliyah can themselves be inspired. 

We are turning to you, as a member of the Executive of the 
World Zionist Organization, with a view to cooperating and 
advancing the goals of this campaign. We welcome your 
feedback on the enclosed material and would be happy to 
supply further information (such as bracelet costs including 
group rates) on request. 

In addition, we would like to add your name as a signatory to 
the International petition and have enclosed a petition sheet 
(for this purpose) for you to sign and return to us. Your 
name will then be published along with the other Jewish 
leaders in the future. 

We look forward to your response. 

Yossef 

Executive Director 



• 

v4 Sponsored by 
Committee for Family Reunification 
Beta Israel 
Association of Ethiopian Immigrants 
Association of Ethiopian Students 
National Council for Ethiopian Jews 
World Union of Jewish Students 

"If on the campuses throughout the world, the World Union of. Jewish Students undertakes to 
carry out an activist policy for Ethiopian Jewry, as it has done with relation to Soviet Jewry, the 
mov~ment for the reunification in Israel o_f Ethiopia.o J~wis_h familie~, ~ill, + an:, certain, be very 
considerably _strengthened;,'.' ,.. ~ • . -.: ~ _ . ' . • ,· . '. ·., . . • . ; • ~--. : . . • . ~ • . . . . . • . . , . ' : • 

. . , . .. . . ' ' ' 
Speech by Pre~ident Chaim Herzog to the International Jewish Students Conference on 
Ethiopian Jewry. • .. • . • •• • • ·: • • • • ·' • 
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A majority of Knesset MemQers have signed the International Petition ( see over) 
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We the undersigned Members of Knesset and Chief Rabbis of Israel appeal to the government of 
Ethiopia to express our shock and deep concern about the plight of Ethiopian Jews who are 
denied the right to join their children, fathers and mothers living in other countries. 

Ethiopia, as co-signatory of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the ·United Nations, is 
obliged to abide by its clause permitting and assisting the unification of families separated by 
migration. This principle is accepted and respected by all civilized governments and memoers of 
the international community of nations. • 

We implore the governm_ent of Ethiopia to heed the Biblical supplication: 

"Let my People Go" 

Yitzhak Navon - Deputy Prime Minister 

Haim Bar-Lev - Minister of Police 

Arye Der'i - Minist~r of Interior 

Rafael Edri - Minister without Portfolio 

Mordechai Gur - Minister without Portfolio 

Ronnie Milo - Minister of Enviroment 

Dan Meridor - Minister of Justice 

Yitzhak Haim Peretz - Minister of Absorption 
1 

Yitzhak Rabin - Minister of Defense 

Avner Hai Shaki - Minister without Portfolio 

Moshe Shahal - Minister of Energy 

Yaakov Tsur - Minister of Health 
' 

Ezer Weizman - Minister of Science 

Gad Yaakobi - Minister of Communications 

Aharon Abuhatzeira (Likud) 

Shulamit Aloni (Citizen's Rights Mvmnt.) 

Shoshana Arbeli-Almoslino (Ma'arach) 

Yosef Azran (Shas) -

Uzi Baram (Ma'arach) 

Binyamin Ben Elizer (Ma'arach) 

Yigal Bibi (Nat. Religious Party) 

Avrahm Burg (Ma'arach) 

._. _.· . 

mWO!ll1J 
UNION 

OFJEWfSH 
mJOEKTS 

. Geula Cohen (Tehiya) 

Haim Corfu (Likud) -

Eli Dayan (Ma'arach) 

Shlomo Dayan (Shas) 

Sara Doron (Likud) 

Arye Eliav (Ma'arach) 

G~iah Gal (Ma'arach) 

Pessah Grupper (U~cud) . 

Shm~el Halpert (Agudat Yisrael) 

Micha Harish (Ma'arach) 

Yigael Hurvitz (Likud) 

Yisrael Kessar (Ma'arach) 

Yair Levy (Shas) 

Yitzhak Levy (Nat. Religious Party) 

David Libai (Ma'arach) 

Uriel Lirin (Likud) 

Ora Namir (Ma'arach) 

Yuval Ne'eman (Tehiya) 

Binyamin Netanyahu (Likud) 
( 

Yehuda Perah (Likud) 

Amir Peretz (Ma'arach) 

Hanan Porat (N.R.P.) 
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Avraham Poraz (Shinui) 
' 

Menahem, Pmush (Agudat Israel) 
t 

Haim R~on (M;l'arach) 

Reuven Rivlin (Likud) 

Amnon Rubinstein (Shinui) 
I 

Yehoshua Saguy (Likud) 

Yossi Sarid (Citizen's Rights Mvmnt) 

Shimon Shetreet (Ma'arach) 

Dov Shilansky (Likud) - Speaker of Knesse 

Dan Tichon (Likud) 

Yafr Tsaban (Mapam) 

Yoash Tsiddon (Tsomet) 

Avraham Verdiger (Agudat Yisrael) 

Eliezer Waldman (Tehiya) 

Shevah Weiss (Ma'arach) 

Emanuel Zisman (Ma'arach) 

Dedi Tzuker (C.R.M.) 
I 

HaRav A. Shapira Ashkenazi Ch. Rabbi 

R. Mordechai Eliyahu Sephardi Ch. Rabbi 

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef - Rishon le Tzion 
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THE SILENCE IS CRIMINAL 
I 
I 
1111 
!!! 

Jerusalem Post, Tuesday October 17, 1988 

Dai ly, we receive letters which cry 
out with pain and sorrow. The 
letters speak of death and famine. 
Our relatives plead with us to bring 
them to Jerusalem. 
Yet you remain silent. 
The letters speak of women who 
are alone , children who are 
starving, and villages which are 
vanishing. 
Yet for over four years our families 
have been abandoned by silence, 
and condemned to slowly 
di sappear through death and 
deprivation . Once again, the 
crime of silence which was 
perpetrated during the Holocaust 
is being repeated. The Jewish 
community which has been 
inflicted with this silence is 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
In our efforts to reunite our 
families we approached the 
leadership of American Jewry. 
Our plea was to take a more public 
stance on behalf of our families. 
During the September meeting of 
the Council of Jewish Federations 
(CJF) , in New York, the issue of 
Ethiopian Jewry was discussed. 
However, a session chaired by a 
member of the National Jewish 
Community Relations Advisory 
Council (NJCRAC) chose to quash 
any attempts to create any public 
activity on behalf of Ethiopian 
Jewry. 
We ask why? 
Ironically, this silence is justified 
by the desire not to repeat the 
same mistake that halted 
Operation Moses. Therefore 
Jewish leadership has determined 
to maintain complete 
confidentiality in all aspects 
regarding Ethiopian Jewry. The 
problem with this logic is that it is 
backwards. Operation Moses was 
halted solely because 
irresponsible leaders leaked 
details of a secret rescue 
operation . 

This outdated logic is condemning 
Ethiopian Jewry for a second time. 
It is irrational to equate the 
publicizing of a secret rescue 
operation with the creation of a 
public campaign promoting the 
humanitarian right of family 
reunification . 
As leaders of the Ethiopian 
community in Israel, we implore 
American Jewry to create a public 
campaign . This campaign will only 
stress the humanitarian right of 
family reunification for Ethiopian 
Jewry. It is not designed to 
criticize Israel. And, the 
campaign is also not intended to 
release any sensitive information. 
Unfortunately our appeal has 
fallen on deaf ears. 

This situation can be rectified. We 
believe the leaders of the Jewish 
Agency, its board of governors, 
can change the current policy 
impasse. Let us do away with the 
closed-door, confidential 
briefings. Let us not rely solely on 
quiet diplomacy or on the Joint 
Distribution Committee's non­
sectarian aid in Ethiopia. The new 
leaders of the Jewish Agency, led 
by Simcha Dinitz and Mendel 
Kaplan, have shown a readiness 
to change in many fields. We urge 
you to take upon yourselves the 
responsibility for creating a public 
campaign for the reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
Positive lessons must be learned 
from the campaign for Soviet 
Jewry. The unique intertwining of 
quiet diplomacy and public 
advocacy has proven very 
effective. The government of 
Ethiopia must be made publicly 
aware of Ethiopian Jewry's 
humanitarian right to family 
reunification. Diplomatic efforts 
will only be enhanced if the 
Ethiopian government realizes 
that the state of Israel and 
Diaspora Jewry fully support a 
public campaign on behalf of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
Ask yourselves a simple question. 
Do you know where your children 

or spouses are at this very 
moment? Are they safe? Are you 
sure? If for just one moment you 
twinged and thought about calling 
them, think about us. For over 
four years we have anguished 
over the guilt of leaving family 
behind in Ethiopia. If your family 
member was in danger, you would 
do everything possible to rescue 
moment. 
Our appeal now is not for money, 
but for partnership in completing 
the reunification of our families. 
The leaders of American Jewry 
constantly state their support for 
the reunification of Ethiopian 
Jewry. However, lip service is no 
longer acceptable. 
A confidential memo, distributed in 
the Washington D.C. area to 
rabbis and community leaders by 
the United Jewish Appeal/ 
Federation and the Jewish 
Community Council, clearly stated 
that "discussion and advocacy 
(for Ethiopian Jewry) must have a 
low to zero profile." This statement 
illustrates the national policy of 
the CJF and NJCRAC. 
Is this not irresponsible 
leadership? This analysis of the 
current situation regarding 
Ethiopian Jewry is based on the 
situation that existed in the late 
1970's a·nd early 1980's, and not 
with the reality of 1988. A public 

campaign is still equated with 
"Israel bashing." The reality is 
exactly the opposite. We are 
creating a public campaign that is 
focused solely on the 
humanitarian right of the 
reunification of our families. 
During the recent CJF meetings, 
the issue debated was not the 
merits of a full-scale public 
campaign. No demonstrations 
were debated. No vigils or lecture 
tours were discussed. Not even 
the issue of protesting outside the 
Ethiopian Embassy. No, these 
were not the controversial ·items 
debated. The debate centred on 
whether to support an 
international petition on behalf of 
family reunification . The petition 
reads as follows : 
"We the undersigned .. . from all 
walks of life appeal to the 
government of Ethiopia to express 
our shock and deep concern 
about Ethiopian Jews who are 
denied their rights to join their 
children, fathers and mothers 
living in other countries. 
"Ethiopia, as a co-signatory of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of the United Nations, is 
obliged to abide by its clause 
permitting and assisting the 
unification of families separated 
by migration - a principal accepted 
and respected by all civilized 
governments and members of the 
international community of 

'nations. 
"We implore the government of 
Ethiopia to heed the biblical 
supplication: 
"Let My People Go."' 
This petition was drafted with the 
assistance of ambassador Hanan 
Aynor, who served for many years 
as a diplomat in Africa and was 
Israel's last envoy to Ethiopia. 
This petition was rejected by 
American Jewish organ-izations, 
because they felt "it would arouse 
a negative response in the 
Ethiopian leadership." (The 
Jerusalem Post, "U.S . Jewish 
groups oppose Ethiopian Jews 
campaign," September 16, 1988). 
Did Diaspora Jewry ask the Soviet 
Union every t1me it organized a 
march or a petition campaign on 
behalf of Natan Sharansky or Ida 
Nude!? Were they concerned with 
Soviet sensttfvitie-s? The answers 
are obviously no. The most basic 
act of heightening awareness, 
signing a petition, was rejected. 
Have these Jewish leaders no 
moral conscience? 
In the early 1960's the Jewish 
establishment tried to prevent a 
public campaign to promote the 
aliya of Soviet Jewry. Is history 
repeating itself? 

A basic humanitarian right is being 
denied Ethiopian Jewry. Our 
families are divided ! This act of 
forced sepa ration must be 
rectified immediately. More than 
15,000 Jews remain in Ethiopia. 
How long can you remain silent? 
Absorption Minister Ya'acov Tsur 
has told us many times that 
Ethiopian Jewry has a legitimate 
right and obligation to 
demonstrate and speak out on 
behalf of our families. Do. Israelis 
and Diaspora Jewry have any less 
right or obligation? 
The board of governors of the 
Jewish Agency can make a major 
difference. A clear policy 
mandate must be given to support 
an international public campaign 
on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry. 
However, as a first step, 
approving the petition and 
mandating :!,Jri Gordon, head of the 
Aliyah Department, to actively 
distribute it, will be a very positive 
change. Th is will send a clear 
message to Diaspora Jewish 
organizations and volunteer 
groups in Israel that the time has 
come to speak out on the 
humanitarian right of family 
reunification for Ethiopian Jewry. 
This is the type of creativity and 
boldness which is needed in 1988 
in order to save Ethiopian Jewry. 
The current thought process 
which exists within Diaspora 
Jewish leadership will doom our 
families to exile and death. As a 
community, we are united on this 
stand. Now let us work together 
as partners. Let us be proud of 
our efforts, public and quiet, which 
will er:iable Ethiopian Jewry to 
achieve its long lost dream of 
returning to Zion. 

Shlomo Mula, Chairman 
Ethiopian Jewish Students 
Association • 
Rachamim Elazar, Chairman 
National Council for Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel 
Uri Tekele, Chairman 
Beta Israel Association 
Yisrael Yitzhak, Chairman 
Association of Ethiopian 
lmmigran 



ill1'1JNlil n>Y.J1NJ)>Ji) i11>))1il J'IJ i11il~il Uil )1>p'IJN ))~r.J ~==-- )1?p'IJNJ i1J1))l'IJ ,il'!l1'nN >11il' N'IJ1lJ C:Jl11il'il 0'1J)11\JOil 
.n"r.i'IJn n:m::i 1"1J-l"' ,1988 1Nu>::i 5-3-il )'J 

.11Pl!l'1)1il 0710 'IJl'(1J ,1,,,,~N ,,1.i, 11p1~0 111'( 1'1.l)lil? 071)/il m,;,,,1 ?N1'1J) 1ll'11J? 11N1lp (I 

.oo1,m>'IJ00 ,i,> 11,,,,nNil il'llJil 11N m>vn> 1>1J 0>1VJ o,i,mo>1 on11;,,;, o,oi,100> nN11p cz 

.n,11J~ m,,v,J 1m nop'IJ n,,i,,o ?'IJ 11n >1v,> 0"1lil'il o,i,;-,m>1 D'lll1N? 11N11P Cl 
/ 

'11J~il. il1JOilil )101.)J 'IJ11.l 0)1.)71'() 111M'IJl.l 1lnN ]'I) n>io>ll.llilil 111)1J 11'1.llN?J>Jil il1Jilil nN il'IJ'l11.l (4 
_,1,,1,nl'( ' 1lil' l'('l)l)J 

.om,,o >>D ,ill'11.l ?Jo ,in> 01N ?J ?'IJ 11>0>0Jn mJm nN 1JJ? ,1,,,,11N n>'IJoo> nN11p cs 

]'I) 11>1.l?l)lil 1111nN11ilill ?N1'1J) 1l?'IJl.ll.l ?]l) ,o1,,PnN '1lil' n>)IJJ a,,,ooil 0'~llill 0'lll1Nil ?)? nN11p (7 
• . n il'VJJ ,1~0, 11 11nN nopn 1vo> 1nNrn,> ,o,,m,;, a,on1oon 

O?l)IJ 0"1lil'il 0'lll1Nil 1N'IJ?l 11'0?l)lil 1l'll'~il nn,non> ,11'1lil'il 111))10? ,?NW' 1l?'IJl.ll.l? 11N1lp (8 . ,,,n,;, ov>1 nrn,~, ,mm,, ;,,,,,nN ,,1;,, ?'IJ omJ,,no nN n,;,J, 1'1JN n,,Ju>n n,,iJ,n 100> 

.1111'1.l'IJ? >1v,, ni·nlpl il'~PnN '1lil' ]'I) 111J11lill 111100il ]'I) 11ln"J illl)I.) (9 

,,1~• 1vo, •0>1v ,,N,onioo m:ion voo ow, 0•1m,;, o•oi11oon ,'IJ 11,o,1vn m1nNnn, nN11p (11 
.il,,l'nN 

,v o,,,;,~o ,n,,1mN ,,,n, N'IJllJ on11n•n o,onioon ?'IJ illl'IJN1il n>01N7l'Jil il1')11J o•,nn'l!on ,llN uz 
. ]l?p'IJN )l~O 111'< 01p? il1"0J ?1)1,? 1l>111J"il11il 

• 



~• M£6£9' Z81'.l£9-Z0 
c:"' ,!<..I.I ~J(!!(, .. 'c: · 't" IJl'II ,,,,,,ff!. , 

d.l~i:;,o U0T6 ,~l.Nc; -,,lfv-,ll- ~:,~~';G,J ~~'J1;t,., 
., ••<v>'".f '" <! 'O' 

c ..... ~u~,- -.:..,,,,,,ac, _..., 
m .. o - u·1.· tt6.l v,.\41~,o> 

-#@ ti-V!J,f!f7,J !rt.ti 
~,cu ,wll., NU,lCi,W • 

,, ... ,CJ,,....,,, 

i:;Cil.a,o ClclCi,O CN i:;CitlU' 

DS tt,sn=Y, • rn 
~:;;;;:&; 'f:::',1#1,/ lfN#l, .. Je ...... ~,-~-~., " c:r,,r.,,,- .. ,q,,,.,, t',•·~ . 

:x,';;~ .,.~✓p. V!?,~(,,J crvfx,---
{,!.,,\'Uf,- '""""'VUI•- C'Vt;, ,,._,, 

urt\c;U NLC ~C<~ ·u 

NCl GlC<,Q c;QQ<?ic;U NU,lG,W CWG~LW WUCC,u: 

L!QQ<?ic;lu WCNlllU' UCLlU dw,c;,u L!l(Q4Q wcc,c;NlQ,1..t· 

c;NUlL Qf?iGUlU f?iCGLJ..l l(c; ,L, L!C,Lw· UlCL! H Qdlcc;u l(c; cc; 

WQNlUJ..lU U44CU c;ccL lc;Qq.Z NUL, Wl(dLll (i\4(i\ c;l.ZG<?il lc;l(HL 

NU,lG,W' L!UUlQW l(c; ul.!NQCL! c;icl,lU WNJ..011 11ic; WNlQlU 

CNL~llt NULlU' 
ti\CNOL l(c; ,L!lJ.., NU,lG,W c;wuNUl. l(Q ,c;i.,wa Nl L!lL,wa' WCL,a 

GlC,a c;aai1ic;u NU,lG<.L.! Cl., c;wc,I( NU ~l(L,Cl lNU J..NCUCl l(c; 

NCl L!UlUQ,Q QC\L.!1 NlLU, lUl<?iC, QJ..,CU ,<?iLNc; ace; f?iLLlU L!l(Q1 

• 



r. 



., ' 

.; .. .. -
i 
-~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

.UI .... 
~ 
~ 

'\ 1 
I 

~ 
0 
<:) 
u 

-~ ---! 
~ 
-

I 
I 
~ 

~ 

v4 

I • 

' ' 

, . 

. • 

. . . 
. . . ,. 

. . . ·. 

, • . ' . : ' 

~ • . • . . ~ . • . . - . . • . . . . ' 

. . ,, 
. . _, . ' . . ' 

, 

. . . " 

,. .. 

. .·. • . . , • 

. . • •. 

•. • 

\ \ 

NI,p 

. ., 

. . . . 
, "'· 

There are at least 15,000 Jews currently trapped in Ethiopia and 
more than 1,000 Ethiopian children living in Israel without their 

parents. At the time of their Aliya the Ethiopian youth hoped to 
be shortly reunited with their parents and relatives. 

Today, this hope has turned to despair. 

.• ·_ ..... 

• 
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WHY A PUBLIC 
CAMPAIGN? 

Having dealt with Ethiopian­
African affairs for the last 30 
years at the Foreign Ministry 
and now at the Truman 
Institute of th e Hebrew 
University, and having served 
as Isra el's last Ambassador to 
Addis Ababa , I shall try and 
summarize my opinion on the 
matter of the rescue of th e 
r e maining Beta Isra e l 
(Falasha 's) in Ethiopia. 

1. Nothing should be done at 
this juncture without the 
open or tacit consent of the 
Ethiopian authorities. 

2. Considering that Ethiopia 
is governed by a military 
Junta with strong ideo­
logical and military ties to 
the Soviet Union and the 
Communist bloc of 
nations, and that ... 

3. Ethiopia is again exposed 
to a grave famine situation 
in the North-West - in the 
Wollo, Tigray and Erytrea 
provinces . like in former 
years, Ethiopia expects to 
receive Western help and 
food shipments of about 
350 million US$ for its 
starving population. Part 
of these shipments have 
been diverted, in the past, 
to feed the Army and also 
have been sold on the 
black market. The 
Ethiopian government 
used these shipments as a 
tool to control an unruly 
rural population. 

4. During th e la st five 
months Ethiopia's military 
si tua t ion has gravely 
deteriorated. At the end of 
April, an Army group of 
about two divisi ons 
reinforced by support units 
has been defeated by 
Erytrean forces near th e 
region of NAFKA. 
Rumours claim losses of 
about ten thousand killed 
and important quantities 
of tanks, artillery and arms 
los t; the commanding 

ge n e ra I arrested and 
possibl y execut ed. A 
na tiona 1 emer gency was 
declared and students and 
highschool pupils were 
mobili z~d into the armed 
services. About two 
months ago, Tigrinean 
Rebel Forces conquered the 
fam ous town of AXUM in 
cen tral Ethiopia. On the 
Sou th ern border with 
Somalia in the OGADEN, 
as among the Muslim affar 
in th e Ga ll a populatio ns 
exists much unrest but not 
yet open rebellion. 

5. Being afraid that permittin g 
the unification of Jewish 
families could affect their 
relations with their pro­
co mmunist Muslim-Arab 
allies (South Yemen - lybia) 
the Ethiopian government 
has been intransigent to 
our pleas and requests. 

6. Prestroika . The New 
Soviet policy as elaborated 
and implemented by 
Gorbashev, added another 
new and vital com­
plication to Ethiopian 
difficulties. The Soviets are 
cutting their foreign 
political and military obli­
ga tions to a minimum in 
Asia and Africa. They are 
leavin g Afghanistan and 
are disengaging from 
Cambodia. Their Cuba n 
allies retreat from Angola, 
and Mozambique signed 
agreements with South 
Africa. The Head of the 
Ethiopian ruling Junta, 
Mangistu Haile Moriam 
secretly visited Moscow last 
month . It seems tha t th e 
Soviet Block will not put an 
immediate stop to its 
Ethiopian involvement , 
but will gradually reduce its 
ex penditure. Informed 
circles bel ieve that this year 
the Soviet Block will cut by 
20% its military assistance 
of about 800 million U.S. 

by 
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p ersonnel a nd arms 
deliveries. 

7. The Ethiopian government 
reac ted to its changed 
internal a nd external 
situation by sending in­
formal, non -publicised 
missions to Western Sta tes 
explai ning their readiness 
to cooperate economically 
and politically by opening 
Ethiopia to Western 
investments, etc. Actually 
Ethiopian authori ties are 
looking desperately for a 
Western replacemen t of 
th e r ed u ced Sovie t 
presence. 

8. This is th e historic moment 
to mobilise Western public 
opinion through a well­
organized and advertised 
petition addressed to the 
Ethiopian government -
directed to arouse 
widespread interest in the 
plight of Ethiopian Jewry. 

9. It is proposed that large 
Jewish s ervice or ga ni­
z ations spea rh ea d the 
p e tition on a local and 
national level. The petition 
should then be presented to 
the Ethiopian Embassy and 
to the National foreign 
ministries for action . 

10. We consider a well­
orga ni zed in tern a tional 
petition campaign capa ble 
of sensitizing Western 
public opinion and crea ting 
its own political 
momentum and will 
finally ob li ge Ethiopian 
authorities to co nsider 
conc ili a to ry attit ud es 
towards our reques t for 
family unification. 

Hanan S. Aynor 



EMll: Y R. AND KIVIE KAPLAN BUILDING 
'2<127 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N.W . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 
(2021 387-2800 

Co-Director: ALBERT VORSPAN 
Co-Director & Counsel : 

RABB I DAVID SAPERSTEIN 

From: Rabbi David Saperstein 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

---Re: Your upcoming meeting with Shimon Peres and Ethiopian Jewry concerns 

Please share the following information with Prime Minister Peres: 

RESETTLEMENT 

Art Fost, one of our REAP doctors who recently returned from Ethiopia, told us 
about witnessing peasants being loaded onto transport helicopters at the Gondar 
airport. He felt certain that these people were being forcibly relocated as 
part of the Ethiopian "resettlement" program. This was one of the first 
concrete indications of the resettlement program affecting people in the Gondor 
region. (See enclosed article for background on the general resettlement 
program). 

His report, now substantiated by reliable U.S. government information that as 
many as 50,000 people have already been deported from the Gondar region, is 
cause for serious concern. Most alarmingly, resettlement has reached Adis 
Zemen which is less than 20 miles from the Jewish villages. 

Although we do not have any information that suggests that any Ethiopian Jews 
have been resettled as of this time, we are very concerned over the increase of 
this activity near the area where Ethiopian Jews live. 

Our concern is two-fold. First, as the enclosed article indicates, as many as 
100,000 Ethiopians have died in the resettlement process. That is tragic 
enough. We don't want the Jews caught up in it. Secondly, given the 
lightening speed with which the resettlement program is -i mplemented, thousands 
of Jews could suddenly be dispersed to remote regions, making rescue much more 
difficult and subjecting the Jews to an uncertain fate. 

It is not clear whether the Israelis are fully aware of this development. 

(5E"E ~BJ o £ V~,,vr1= NT o ,,J /Jorro r-1 or Al EXT ~ /y Gr-) 

CANADIAN REUNIFICATION INITIATIVE 

The Israelis have been using the Swedish government to serve as their 
negotiator with the Ethiopian government on allowing the remaining Ethiopian 
Jews to be reunitied with their families in Israel, as guaranteed by 
international law. So far the Swedes, like other gover nments before them, 
have been unsuccessful. 

The Religious Action Center is under the auspices of the Comm,ss,on on Social Action of Reform Judaism. a jo,nt instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AM ER ICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATION S with Its affiliates-Nat1onal Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. Nat1onal Federation of Temple Bro therhoods, National Federation of Temple Youth. -.366 



Currently, experts are suggesting that the Canadians can be effective in such efforts since they have a particularly good relationship with the Ethiopians. Canada is the one country that has supplied Ethiopia with large amounts of aid without criticizing their "resettlement" activity. 

The Canadians seem .to be waiting, however, for a clearer sign from the Israeli government that they would like the Canadians to serve as a negotiator in the family reunification process. (See the enclosed letter from Prime Minister Mulroney). 

It may be that the Israelis feel that the Ethiopians will not be receptive no matter who asks them. That may be true, but at a time of such urgency there does not seem much downside risk from trying. 
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p R I M E. M ·, N I s T E R • p R EM I E: R M I N I s TR E • Ottawa, KlA 0A2 
January.9, 1986 

Dear Lloyd, 

.I would like to thank you very much £or your letter of August 15 regarding Canadian assistance in the reunification of families of Ethiopian Jews. 
Canadians were touched by the plight of the Ethiopian Jews who had sought refuge in Sudan last year. At that time, our country received approximately fifty Jewish r~fugees who had opted for reunification with families in Canada. With respect to the Jews still in Ethiopia (according to our infor~ation, the number is closer to 5,000), we have made arrangements with the Jewish Immigration Aid Society (JIAS) in order to facilitate the immigration to Canada of those who wish to do so. 
It is our understanding, however, that most have expressed the wish to resettle in Israel, While we are Erepared to approach the Ethiopian goyernment on those cases which affect Canada, we do not think that either party, in this case the Ethiopian and Israeli governments, would welcome

1
canadian intervention. This, in fact, has already been ndicated to us by those concerned. 

I would like to thank. you for making your concerns. Let me assure you that we will monitor ~he situation very closely and do what appropriate, to assist in re-unification . 

With every good wish, 

Yours sincerely, 

me aware of 
continue to 
we can, as 

• •• ) . ~ ; - . 
. :_ . _:.-.:. : . . . . 
. . . 

The Honourable Lloyd Crouse, P.C., M.P., Room 558-D, 
Centre Block, 

House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

KlA 0A6 



' M9Ni)AY, MARCH 10, 1986 
Tm: W ASHl:'1GTON POST 

! Ethiopians Risk Lives Fleeing Resettlement 
Escapees to Sudan Tell of Deaths, Degradation in Two Countries 

. , 

.~i;./; i;. By Blaine Harden 
W.w1,inJC1nn PIii& f.ln,i1n Seme 

• ED DAMAZIN, Sudan-The dismal odyssey of the 
young Ethiopian mother began last spring with a false • promise of free food. 

That promise lured Letehawaria Gebre Yessus into a 
• • trip that took her from the highlands of northern Ethi­

opia to a swampy resettlement camp in its south-
• western corner. Late in February, after an escape jour­

ney of three months, she found her way here to a ref­
ugee camp in the thorn-tree badlands of eastern Sudan. 

En route, she said, she was forced by Ethiopian sol­
diers to abandon her two children, and she watched her 
husband die of disease in a crowded transit camp. After 
fleeing Ethiopia, she said, she was robbed, beaten, 
raped and held as a slave by Sudanese rebels. 

The \VOman's story, which she quietly told in the 
shade of a refugee tent, echoes those of many of the 
nearly 1,000 Ethiopian refugees here who have fled the 
~es_ettl~ment program that the Ethiopian government 
ms1sts 1s the only possible long-term solution to chronic famine in the country. 

Nearly 600,000 northern Ethiopians have been 
moved south by the program since November 1984. 
When it began, Tamrat Kebede, the Ethiopian official • 
responsible for designing the program, said in an inter­view in Addis Ababa that the resettlement would be · 
voluntary, that families would not be split and that each 
family would be given about five acres of land to farm · privately. I 

Tamrat said then_ that these conditions would gua'r- : 
ant~e th~ ~uman rights ·and self-respect of resettled 1· famme ·VJctuns, and would ensure needed grass-roots sup~rt. 

But interviews here with escap­
ees from resettlement camps, along 
with the reports of researchers and 
relief workers who have conducted 
random surveys among refugees, 
indicate that the Ethiopian govern~ 
ment has widely violated and ig­
nored its preset conditions. 

As Ethiopia's famine abates, the 
resettlement program continues, 
with a goal of moving 1.5 million 
people by the end of this year. The 
program has become by far the 1 · 
most contentious issue between 
Marxist Ethiopia and the western 
governments and private relief or­
ganizations that supply most of its 
famine assistance. 

The Ethiopian government tem­
porarily suspend~ the resettle­
ment program at the end of last 
month in response to criticism from 
western aid donors. The suspen­
sion, to last an indefinite period, 
was ordered Mfor a period of consol­
idation and to digest what they have 

• already done.~ a senior western aid 
official in Addis Ababa told United 

• Press International last weekend. 
• According to western aid officials 

in th~ Ethiopian capital, the final 
1,000 resettlers arrived in Asosa 
from Wela Province in the last 
week of February. Ethiopian gov­
ernment officials, while not official­
ly announcing the suspension, said 
last week that internal and external 
aiticism has forced a government 
review of resettlement. But west­
ern aid officials say that it was pri­
marily outside donor criticism that 
forced the suspension. 
. While Italy and Canada have giv­
en money specifically to support 
resettlement, most other donors 
have expressed reservations. The 
United States, by far the largest 
food donor, has condemned the pro­
gram as a diversion of resources 
better spent in the famine-affected 
north. A French-based relief agen­
cy, Doctors Without Borders, was 
expelled from Ethiopia last fall for 
charging that up to 100,000 per­
sons had died as a result of reset­
tlement. 

Most critics of resettlement con­
tend that it has a political, not a hu­
manitarian, aim: to depopulate the 
rebel-dominated north, where the 
government has been unable for 
nearly a quarter century to impose 
military control. 

The Ethiopian government has 
admitted to some abuses in the pro­
gram by "overzealous local offi­
cials." But it mai~tains that the idea 
of moving famine victims from the 
drought-razed northern highlands 
to the fertile southwestern lowlands 
is sound. The Soviet-supported rul­
ers have dismissed most criticism of 
resettlement as motivated by west­
ern, anti-Marxist ideology disguised ; 
as humanitarian concern. At the • 
same time, the Ethiopian govern­
ment strictly restricts outside ac­
cess to resettlement areas. 

The stories told here in this two­
month-old refugee camp come not 
from outsiders but from peasant 
tanners from the Welo and Tigray 
regions of northern Ethiopia. In 13 
separate interviews here, they told 
a consistent story, details of which 
are supported by earlier interviews 
in Ethiopia with relief officials. 

Most of the refugees said they 
were "tricked" into gathering in 
northern villages by government­
circulated promises that the "Red 

. Cross" would be distributing free 
food. Many left their children be­
hind, thinking that they would soon 
be coming back home. However, · 
they were surrounded by Ethiopian 
soldiers and loaded onto buses or 
helicopters bound for transit camps. 
Several refugees said they saw sol­
diers shoot and kill farmers who 

.tried to run away. 
The settlers described several 

. weeks in transit camps, with short· 
'. ages of food, water and medical 
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ians tried to escape from Gambela 
and Asosa. They said many were 
captured inside the border and that 
some drowned trying to crpss riv­
ers into Sudan. 

Letehawaria, the 27-year-old 
mother of two whose husband died 
in transit before reaching Gambela, 
was one of several hundred women 
captured by Sudanese rebel sol­
diers, believed by relief officials 

• :~ here to belong to the Sudanese Peo- • • • 
- pie's Liberatiop Army (SPLA), -·• • ·­

which controls nearby areas of 
southern Sudan . 

According to several of these wo­
men who arrived here last month, ·· 
the Sudanese rebel soldiers raped 
them and forced them to live for a 
month as slaves in Sudanese vil­
lages. Relief officials believe these 
:men were members of the Dinka 
;tribe, which dominates that region 
of Sudan. 

The SPLA, which receives arms 
and funding from the Ethiopian gov­care, as well as many deaths from Gebre Selassie, 24, a political ernment, also extorted money from illness. They then were packed into refugee here who said he worked in many of the fleeing Ethiopians, Soviet Antonov transport planes or Asosa for the Ethiopian government stole their clothes and forced some buses for the 600-- to 700-mile jour- as a medical assistant, supported of them back lo resettlement --:1.o,.;;i ~~~Y _south to resettlement sites :,:~ the_ accounts of -~ny_refug~s by : camps, the refugees said~- -~;1-1 1·-:-rc . ·. ,11.-. , ._ ' 'hP" ,. ~( Asosa and Garnbela. Sever:31 -· say1~g that -the maJor ,health -~rob._ t :; ~Those who eluded or later es- . -,- -.-­• • ~1d ~t J>e?Ple who ~me mt- ·- \ ~~ m the camps was ~alnutntton. - , caped the rebel soldiers have been :.:· . . , ; _ JCally ill dunng the bus nde south . • , Mo~t of the people m the camps brought here to Ed Damazin by the ' ·-·,~a · __ were hauled out ~ the buses and were S1ck ~cause of hunger. "Th~y Sudanese military. They are tern-abandoned at roadsides. were not g1v~n enoug~ food, said porarily under the care of the Fel-,_ . ... ;-'~:,;~; ln Garnbela and Asosa, lowland Gebre Sela~. He said most set- lowship for African Relief, a small areas where more than 145,0~0 tiers were given about a pound of Canadian relief agency. The u N people have been resettled m com a day at Asosa, an amount nu- refu ee commission in Kha • • scores of new villages in the past 16 tritionists say is insufficient to saysg many f th r:111°umbe tbs th ef 'd th • • bod • h hil d • o em soon w1 mon , e r ugees sa1 ere mamtam y we1g t w e omg transpo- rted rth d II d _were chronic shortages of food, heavy work. no an ~ owe to clothes and shelter. Many said they Refugees here said they were return across th~ ~rder mto rebel-became ill with malaria, a disease warned frequently by party cadre held_ areas of Ethi~pia. they had no experience with in the against trying to escape from the Like many of h~ fellow resettle­northern highlands. camps. In weekly "political educa- ment ~pees, Y1bran Alei:nay~h. Party cadre and soldiers, the ref- tion" meetings, the cadre warned 54, 5c!1d h~ wants to fin_d his ---:v1fe ugees said, forced the settlers to settlers of Ethiopian soldiers who and SIX ~ildren. He S31d ~ld1ers clear land and build houses, enforc- would shoot them, of wild animals in r~unded h1~ up a year ago m the ing discipline by beating and impris- . nearby jungles and of allegedly can- Tigra~an c1tr of ~dua. If he cann?t oning those who refused to work. In nibalistic tribesmen across the ~~d his fa~1ly, Y 1bran, say~ he ~111 Asosa and Gambela refugees said nearby Sudanese border. JOID the T1gray People s Liberation they were forced to' work on coop- Yet, between last November and Fro~t, _which has been fighting the erative farms and were allowed lit- the first of this year, the refugees Eth1op1an government for more tle time to tend their small gardens. estimate that about 3,000 Ethiop- than a decade. 



-
IT 

ti . •• 

• 
f1-0~.,.(l-flM!+ A.+r-t.~ 1.IL.r! ID;l-1.&-'e 

_,.,,..:,. 
Tbc Provisional MIiitary Government or Socialist Ethiopia 4"'-'rC 

t 'ii 
No h >l ll h fl Q f- C I\. 1: 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY •n 
Date 

)\ ~ /l 110'1• A.+r-t.~ ,tA,. 

' 11-08-44 
-t/\."lt-9° ! AAUNIV ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA Tel. Cabl.: Address 

-t "- h ll 21205 } 7" • .., ...... 11 t,. TX 
P.O. Bos 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 
AND SACOW(SURGICAL AID FOR CHILDREN OF THE WORLD) 



-

March 7, 1986 

Agreement Between Addis Ababa University 
and SACOW(Surgical Aid for Children of the World) 

According to mutal previous contacts and discussions, the Gondar College of Medical Sciences agrees to a formal relationship with SACOW, a non­
denominational medical aid organization with programs in many Third World countries. This relationship will extend for a period of two years subject to evaluation within the first year. During this time, there will be one SACOW physician in residence, on a rotating basis, at the Gondar College of Medical Sciences. In addition, 12 medical specialists will be supplied by SACOW and they will work in Addis or Gondar as decided by the University. 

They will participate in research projects in conjunction with their Ethiopian counterparts, as conceived by the College and/or guest scholars. Moreover, the scholars will involve in developing and supporting the following areas: 

1. Strengthening research capability and infrastructure 2. Maternal/Child Health and Nutrition 3. Paramedic Training 
4. Out-patient department organization and physical plant renovation 
5. SACOW shall provide advice to the College pharmacy in prcduc!ng formulary medications particularly intravenous fluids 6. Community health outreach involving medical student training at peripheral health care facilities 7. Possibility exists that one or two senior physicians selected by the University and SACOW jointly can be invited back to the United States as medical observers for various periods of time. 

l l 

Moreover, AAU will purchase a four-wheel vehicle (Toyota Land Cruiser) for 
use by the SACOW personnel during their stay in Gondar with funds donated by SACOW. This vehicle will be donated to Goodar College of Medical Sciences with the understanding that the use of this vehicle shall be only for the use of SACOW personnel as long as this agreement lasts. 

On their part , the Gon dar College o f Medical Sciences agrees to provide suitable housing for the visiting SACOW health workers, including cooking and washing support. 
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In addition the Addis Ababa University will expedite residence permits, 
travelling papers, and other immigration formalities, as well as transport 
within the country. 

There will be a mutual re-evaluation of the program at some time during the 
first year. 

It is anticipated that this relationship will be mutually rewarding and 
enjoyable. 

Dr. Aregay Waktola 
on behalf of AAU 

~·) 
-;.b· ? 

~ 

Ahmed 
Associate Dean on behalf of 

Goodar College of Medical Sciences 

Dr. Burton Bronsther 
on behalf of SACOW 

,, 

hJ 



ETHIOPIAN JEWRY UPDATE 

Report prepared by 
Mace Levin 

March 9th, 1986 

CONFIDENTIAL -- DO NOT DISTRIBUTE 
This report contains extremely sensitive information 



TO: 

FROM: 

■arch 7, 1986 

Gondar College of Medical Rr.t~ne~~ 

SACO¥ 

hcopia1D1 that our facalt7 are donating their ae~ice• free ot chars• 
ud ata71D1 awa7 fro• their friends and fna111e• for a fiYe week period. we uk for the c01111itqeat on th• part of the Medical School to proYidea 

1. All adequate apartment located nearby the llo■pital. The one 
preaentl7 funaiah$d 1• totally adequate. 

:J. Furnish and 1natall neceesary equipment to aake stove now in 
apartlleat asuitable for usa. 

3. Sur,ly alld install necessary equipment to: 

•• ProYide an aaequate supply of hot water for Bhower 
&11C1 91.D&. 

b. In~rsue wat r pr ssure if i,,, :ss.i blc.i. 

c. Screen .11 .inc!o"!!'!!. 

d. ProYide electrical outlet on wall of living rooa. 
e. ProYide reading lamps for li·vin!: rooa and 

bedroo••· 

f. New and adoquato toilet bowl. 

I• ProYide a curtai~ for .t~• ~bo•wr. 

h. FruY1de .. 1.rror& !:r the bathroaa ~ ootb bedro01,,a. 
1. Haye t'!rO ~•iL ::::!!~ in us.ch bedrt.>Otl with aattrea:J,, • • ~to. 

spare sets. 

5. The S\:ilool •dll locatu and pay " wosan to proYide the followlag 
oerl"i:::::s: 

a. Cleaning 
b. 8hoppin~ ior f~c~ 
c. Cookin1 
d. Launciry and ironin~ 

6. Proviue a bvaksbelf to hold radio, tap••• books and a~asine•. 
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I. Mission was very successful and by the end of the trip; everything seemed 
to fall into place. To our surprise, we even began to be treated like VIP's. 

2. New Contract 

A. REA SONS THINGS WENT WELL: 

I) Relatively good past relations with previous medical personnel. 
2) Ed Billowitz, and the type of person that he is, built their 
confidence in us and our program. 
3) The high caliber of our two present personnel and their caring way of 
performing their job. They know no time clock; they never lose their 
cheerfulness; although they have been there less than one week, they are 
totally at home with everyone including knowing all their •patients and 
their illnesses. 
4) The basic concept of SACOW as so ably represented and explained by 
Dr. Burt Brousther, and by his wife, Ellen, excited the top personnel at 
both medical schools in Gondar and in Addis. 
5) The University began to realize what a really great deal we were 
offering them. 
6) Our programs were tailor-made to meet their specific needs. 
7) Many of their people were educated in the States and all respected 
American medicine and truly liked American people. 
8) The knowledge of how helpful the U.S. and the American people were, 
and continue to be, during the famine. 

B. REASONS THINGS ALMOST WENT BADLY: 

I) The political reality of life with Ethiopia as part of the Russian 
orbit and their viewing the United States as the enemy. 
2) The feeling that all Americans are CIA. 
3) The very deep personal concern for their own safety by all Ethiopian 
people, particularly top university personnel. They are very fearful 
that a failure in this program could cost them their jobs and much 
more-- i.e. their personal safety. 
4) By the nature of their bureaucracy, they want to procrastiqatc on any 
decision and would normally have taken many more months tb complete this 
contact. 

I. We will furnish MD's qualified in clinical medicine on a 12 month basis 
(each for one to three months) to work in the outlying areas of Gondar. These 
doctors will also be involved with the hospital and the medical school in 
occasional roles of teaching, research and patient rounds. 

/ 
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2. We will furnish Medical Specialists as requested by the University to work 
within their areas of expertise at whichever medical center specified. These 
will be typical SACOW high-level MD specialist and also highly qualified people 
in other specialties such as nursing, lab technicians, therapy, pharmacology, 
etc. This will also cover a 12 month span, but will be delayed due to the need 
of rccniiting the right people. Ethiopia is to furnish Dr. Brousther a list of 
the type of people wanted and when wanted. If personnel are requested to aid 
in the Medical School ACCREDITATION programs, we must be given notice in 
advance and these people will be counted against the 12 specialist. 

WHAT TYPE OF PEOPLE SHOULD BE SENT TO GONDAR: 

J. They must be well-qualified medically and Board-Certified or eligible. (We 
should have a doctor on selection panel.) 

/ 
2. They must have a background in clinical medicine or emergency room, should 
be GP's, Internal Medicine or Pediatricians, for the most part. 

3. They must be highly-disciplined and able to control their impulses and 
their emotions. They must be mature and know how to use good judgment and 
discretion. 

4. They must have outstanding bedside manners, be truly caring, not easily 
upset if things go wrong and able to work under very difficult conditions. 

5. They (and their wives, if along) can not be luxury-oriented. We should 
encourage wives, but not children. The wife must be part of the selection 
process and briefing. 

6. They must be well-organized . 
7. They should be the type of person who can put up with the many 
inconveniences of the country and of our program. 

8. They must stay for at least one month plus travel time. We should plan on a 
two day orientation time in Addis at the beginning and a one day shopping day 
in Addis at the end. 

9. They must be able to understand we arc working under the rules of a 
different country , a different form of government and a different hospital 
than we are accustomed to having. Under absolutely no circumstance, shall 
we send anyone who can be a problem as that will very, very quickly 

or -myself- oe- USl.!O Ill a<..iGlllOil, 01 coursc,t o- G1cnri. -Afa fa fer date, Glen n 
would select alternatives for the above. 
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WHERE CLINICS WILL BE HELD AND OTHER DETAILS: 

l. Present plans call for clinics at Kato Dibo, Teda on a regular basis,more 
distant locations on an occasional basis. ) 

2. Clinics will be visited together with a medical student and/or a hospital 
doctor. 

3. Driver will normally be furnished by the hospital. 

4. At all times, we have to be careful of our relations with all hospital, 
medical school and university personnel and also the German doctors. Also let 
others initiate any relationship--professionally and personally. 

SECURITY: 

I. Our people will find it very difficult to work and live under a situation 
of the potential of constantly being observed and monitored. They must learn 
to be security-conscious, should talk out of doors, or if inside with music on 
loudly and then in a soft voice in a guarded way. There is no doubt that our 
actions, our conversations, our written words and our telephone calls are all 
being monitored. 

2. This trip should have put to rest the masquerade of pretending to be 
Christian if our volunteer is Jewish. Dr. Brousther and I made it clear many 
times in many ways to many people, that SACOW is not a Jewish organization. We 
also stressed the combined projects and support from Christian organizations. 
Once we had said that often enough, we pointed out that many American doctors 
are Jewish, that Jews do care about their fell ow human beings, and by the law 
of averages, we will have a considerable number of Jews among our volunteers. 
The inability of pretending otherwise became obvious when we realized the 
number of key Ethiopian personnel who had training in the States and 
particularly in NYC. I do not suggest that any Jewish person flaunt their 
religion with "Chais" or "Star of Davids." Visits to Falashan villages are OK 
as long as we have permission of Dr. Zein, do not hand out money (OK to buy 
lots of gift, with no bargaining) and be very discrete in our conversations with 
Falashas. 

3. Particularly bad security situations: 

a) NTO personnel including drivers 

c) Major and even smaller hotCIS 

d) Taxi drivers 

e) Telephones 
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4. We should immediately move the Washington SACOW office. A telephone 
answering service plus P.O. Box might do. / 

5. RELATIONSHIP WITH RICH HOGES: 

a) Not everyone should be given his name. On those occasions where his 
name is given, Rich should be notified in advance, Q!!ly_ by diplomatic 
pouch and always in a plain envelope with no writing or printing on the 
outside except his name. 

b) Rich has his own agenda and should be left alone for the most part. I 
respect and admire what he is doing. 

c) He should be covered with copies of pertinent correspondance (always as 
noted through the unmarked envelope and the diplomatic pouch). He has a 
right and need to know what we are doing and he docs want to know. 

VEHICLE 

I. A lot of frustrating time was spent trying to arrange for the purchase and 
delivery of the Toyota. We needed a party to whom it could be delivered that 
could legally avoid the tax, as well as one who would help us on the filing of 
papers, etc. The university fit all the requirements and finally consented 
through Dr. Areguy to handle it for us. It will be purchased either from 
Toyota Merrill in Djabioudi or Toyota Moen in Addis. The price will be in the 
neighborhood of $17,000 to $18 Mand we are to telex the money when requested. 
Our contract protects our rights of usage. We arc ordering the correct vehicle 
as agreed upon by the Goodar school, others and myself. We arc also to order 
some spare parts. 

VISAS 

All new visas should be issued for either business or visiting scholars. Also 
we should be dealing with the university and not with NTO (trouble, trouble, 
trouble). The Ethiopian Embassy has been notified to proceed as fast as we 
procure personnel by the Minister of Foreign Affairs who phoned Washington 
while we were in his office 

LETTERHEADS AND CALLING CARDS AND SACOW FOLDERS 

I. New letterheads with 

'-

3. SACOW PR Folder is in need of update. (I believe Dr. Brousthcr is taking 
care of this.) 
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socrAL LIFE 

I. Social life will be very limited and personnel should be aware of this in 
advance. 

uJ t C + 
2. A good qualityA relatively safe for eating and modestly priced in Addis is 
the Castelli. Another excellent Italian restaurant is La Mamas, but it has no 
sign and is hard to find . 

3. Dr. Zein has insisted that, at least at the beginning personnel in Gondar 
observe the following rules: 

a) No evening socializing, particularly in our apartment with students 
b) Get his approval for any visits to villages or outs.ide Gondar 
(approval will be readily forthcoming). • 
c) Do not invite a lot of people in to see video movies (if any doubt, 
please discuss with Dr. Zein). 
d) Relaxing of above rules will gradually occur as program matures. 
e) Knowing the need of a social life, a cassette radio / combination and a 
VCR and TV monitor and some movies will be furnished by SACOW. It is 
further suggested that each new visitor take over a small supply of 
books, magazines, etc.(The latest Sunday NY Times, Newsweek or Time will 
also be appreciated.) that they should plan to leave for others. Also, 
they might bring a few of their favorite cassettes and plan to take them 
home when they leave. 
f) Since most personnel will want to visit Falasha villages, I recommend 
that each person bring one or more collapsible bags to carry over empty 
and able to carry his or her purchases on the way home. They also should 
bring a very plentiful supply of bubble plastic wrap, some scotch tape 
and a small amount of light weight twine. Afterall, in addition to being 
medical personnel, we are tourists and should come prepared . 
g) A worthwhile visit is to both the Main Market and the Spice Market in 
Addis. Have your cab driver accompany you to carry your packages and to 
shoo off the many "hanger ans." Also avoid people who take you over and 
want to take you to a favorite vendor. Youmustbargain. Be heartless 
and walk away after you make a ridiculously low offer which they will 
refuse. They will follow after you and will usually ultimately accept 
your offer. Try to get a receipt. The markets are worth seeing even if 
you buy nothing. There is also one store that has some potential named 

. The Handicraft Center is not worthwhile. ---------h) We should continue to warn people of the potential of diarrhea, 
water, 
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CAMERAS 

Bring your favorite camera with a plentiful supply of film (at least 5 or 6 
rolls of 36 exposures). If you plan to give talks, slides might be preferable. 
Foil protection bags to prevent X-Ray machine damage can be obtained at a 
camera store. Film is really scarce in Ethiopia. 

There are areas where picture taking is forbidden and they mean it. My wife 
and I were detained for a few minutes by security personnel for taking pictures 
at the Spice Market. Airports and military installations are also non-subjects 
for picture taking. 

Unless some one is addicted to a Polaroid, I do not recommend it. If you take 
a child's picture and give it to him, you will be eternally surrounded by 
hundreds of clamouring, screaming children. 

The use of a portable video recorder is possible. Be certain you have 
sufficient tape and the adapters and plugs required for recharging. 

TOWNS AND SIGHTSEEING 

NTO is expensive unless they have sufficient tourist on any one trip. Try to 
get University or Hospital drivers and personnel to translate and explain. It 
will be a dollar saver plus it should prove more pleasant. 

NTO cab drivers are all involved as security personnel plus are expensive. Be 
careful what you say, be certain of costs in advance and avoid these use when 
you can. 



ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP 

CO-CHAIRMAN, 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

• TASK FORCE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

401 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-5341 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY OFFICE: 

SUITE 302 
11141 GEORGIA AVENUE 

WHEATON, MD 20902 
(301) 946-6801 

TTY(301)946-0108 

MICHAEL D. BARNES 

8TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

Congress of tbc Wnttcb ~tatcs 
Jt,ouse of l\epresentattbes 

Rlasbington. l\<tr 20515 
January 9, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

MEMBER, DEFENSE AND INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

MEMBER, INCOME SECURITY 

COMMITTEE ON THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA 

CHAIRMAN, 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND 

METROPOLIT4N AFF41RS 

MEMBER, JUDICIARY AND 

EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

CH41RMAN, 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE AFFAIRS 

MEMBER, ARMS CONTROL, INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY ANO SCIENCE 

MEMBER, ASIAN AND 

PACIFIC AFFAIRS 

Thank you for your very kind letter regarding my work on 
funding for refugee resettlement in Israel. 

This work is so important, and particularly at this time 
when Israel is absorbing the many Ethiopian Jews whose rescue 
began just over a year ago. It is- ~~n-e-xtr?orainary faith and 
perseverance that brought them home to Israel. I hope that our 
small contribution can help ease their way into a new life. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
MDB/lo 



; 

Mr. Barry M. Lutz 
Director of Exlucation 
Tenple Ahavat Shalcm 
18200 Rinaldi Place 
Northridge, CA 91326 

Dear Mr. Lutz: 

November 12, 1985 

I've just returned fran the Biennial of the tJAHC in IDs Angeles. 
It was a very exciting tine for all who attended and according 
to allreeports, one of the finest conventions in history of the 
UAHC. 

Your letter of Cci:ober 29th and the contribution of $180.00 
fran your religious school students awaited ne on my return. 
I was deeply gratified by this 'WOilderful gift fran your 
students. Please express to one and all of them the heartfelt 
gratitude of all of us of the UAHC for their support of our 
~ian ~f Project. 'Iheir contribution will be exceedingly 
helpful in ·s critical area of outreach to those wtX> suffer 
fran great hunger and deprivation. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexanaer M. SChind1er 
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1e1V1?Le 
------- ----------------A CONTEMPORARY R!:FORM CONGREGATIO~l SEnVING THE ~!ORTH V,\I Ll:Y 

October 29, 1985 

Rabbi 
UAHC 
838 

Alexander Schindler 
Ethiopia Relief 
5th Avenue 

New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

lJc~J½:3 
SOLOMON F. KLEIN~AN, Rabb; 

RAY ROBERTS, Cantor• GARY BACHLUND, Interim Can1or 
BARRY LUTZ, Educat:on Director 

BUNNY LEVINE, Director, Early Cnildhood Education C~nter 

The crisis in Ethiopia is a conti nuing concer n of ou r stu dent s . 
I hope this check for $180.00 ca n be put to good use in help ­
ing solve this horrible proble m. Ou r students have reco gnize d 
their responsibility to all people in need of help . This 
money, raised by them, repres e nts their hope of reaching out 
and helping those less fortunat e than themselves . 

Thank you for your important efforts n. t h is c ause . 

ct:om, 

Barry 1'. 
Direc or 

BML/er 

Encl. (check $180.00) 

/JJ. . (/ 

18200 RINALDI PLACE NORTHRIDGE CALIFORNIA 91326 • TEMPLE OFFICE 818 360-2258 • SCHOOL OFFICE 818 360-6349 

PRESIDENT: DR RICHARD SEL IGMAN, VICE PRESIDENTS· PHYLLIS BASS, MARK FREEDMAN, ART HEISMAN, MARI AN MI LMAN, SEC"ETARY: A89!:'Y SiKES. 
l REASURER. FRED KIMMEL, BOARD OF TRUSTEES. LEE AL PERT, BARIJARA BERRY, STEVE BOR DOFSKY, SHARON BROOKS. c;,, .. ,~ G'.)RDO!'.. ROtl!,RT 
GREENE. PAUL RATOFF, FRED ROTHENBERG, ESTHER SARITZKY. LAURA SOLOFF, MIKE WE INPER. BROTHERHOOD: IRV LUCK$, SiSTERrlOOD: REGINA 
GOOZE. RUTH LUPUL, COUPLES CLUB: ELINOR & BUDDY BREGMAN, PAST PRESIDENTS: SAMUEL ALSTER , MAXWELL GOTTESMAN, GARY HIMLE9 . Acl'A 'J 
JOFFE. HENRY KLINE. LEONARD WEBER. FRANCES KRIMSTON 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HE3RE'.'I CONGR::CATIOr-S 
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Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
.&fm:inistrative Secret&y 
CCAR 
21 Fast 40th Street 
NeW York, New York i00i6 

Dear Elliot: 

♦ 

August 14, 1985 

Thank you for sending us two resolutions, the first on Ethiopian 
J~a Bunger, the second on ~rld Hunger which were passed 
at the Minneapolis Convention of the CCAR. You elicit our resp:mse, 
I don't know exactly what that neans. Needless to say, they are in 
ha:rnony with the positions taken by the Union of Arrerican Hebrew 
o:>ngregations at its conventions ~ as you kncM, we have acted on 
them in a not insignificant mnner. 

With wann good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

4iiiii 



0"?.,1pr,?.,;, C"):J1i1 11lM 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
21 EAST 40th STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-0501 • (212) 684-4990 

August 8, 19 8 5 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I enclose the text of resolutions adopted at the annual national 
convention of the Central Conference of .American Rabbis, held 
this year in June in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I believe the 
subject will be of interest to you, and welcome your response. 
We intend to share responses to our resolutions with our 
membership. 

Al 1 good wishes. 

ELS:aio 

Enc. 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi Jack Stern, President 
Scarsdale, NY 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Vice President 
Chevy Chase, MD . 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Sincerely, 

,l:lbP 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
Administrative Secretary 

Rabbi Martin S. Weiner, Treasurer 
San Francisco, CA 

Rabbi Albert Plotkin, Recording Secretary 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Rabbi Murray I. Rothman, Financial Secretary 
Newton, MA 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
Cincinnati, OH 
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ETHIOPIAN JEWRY & WORLD HUNGER 
(Adopted at the 96th Annual Convention of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis, June 24-27, 1985, Minneapolis, Minnesota) 

WHEREAS "Operation Moses" has served to heighten our awareness of the dire situation 
of our Ethiopian co-religionists remaining in Ethiopia and in refugee areas, and 

WHEREAS even before the establishment of the State of Israel, the Jewish people's 
priority has been to return Diaspora Jews in peril to the Jewish homeland, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CCAR urges its members, UAHC constituent congregations, and all other Jewish organizations to continue to support all rescue 
efforts aimed at saving these Jews from starvation and persecution by bringing them to 
Israel. These efforts include the Joint Distribution Committee's food station at Gondar Province and the mitzvah projects of the UAHC and the congregational or family 
reunification program of the AAEJ. We further urge all congregations and Jewish 
organizations to give priority to this effort in the coming months. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we look to Israel to continue to facilitate its urgent 
and noble rescue of all Ethiopian Jews. We commend Israel, Prime Minister Peres, and 
former Prime Minister Begin for their efforts to fulfill the mitzvah of "redeeming 
captives," a matter of tzedakah. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge support of the long and difficult task of resettlement and acculturation of this "saving remnant." 



WORLD HUNGER 
(Adopted at the 96th Annual Convention of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis, June Z4-Z7, 1985, Minneapolis, Minnesota) 

WHEREAS The stark tragedy of starvation and death that has plagued our world, and 
especially, in recent months, the victims of drought in North African nations, has 
appalled and grieved us, and 

WHEREAS we are cognizant of this desperate situation, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we commend the outstanding work of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Social Action Commission of the UAHC and the 
CCAR, the Joint Distribution Committee, and the State of Israel in seeking to 
ameliorate the suffering of all Ethiopians, and particularly that of Ethiopian Jews. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CCAR pledge its continued support of those 
agencies and institutions that seek to eliminate hunger and want throughout the world. 
We further pledge to encourage the use of the resources of our congregations for 
preservation of life, and the distribution of stored grain and other foodstuffs available in 
our country and in other more affluent nations to the impoverished peoples of North 
Africa. 



Mr. Harry H. Hirsohl 
Post Office Box 2452 
w. Lafayette 1 IN 47906 

Dear Mr. Hirschl: 

August 12, 1985 

I agree with you fully and I have voiced a protest very 
much like yours and on the highest level of the Israeli 
Government. I'm glad you ohose to do the very same thing. 

The Israeli rabbinate has already modified its views slightly. 
Hopefully, they will go even further. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



- - --- ------·- -~ 



Mrs. EVe Marcus 
35 Par~ Drive 
ldngston, RI 02881 

Dear Mrs. Marcus: 

August 12, 1985 

Your letter of Ggust 3 was received by the office of the National Federation of Terrple Brotherll:xx1s and they \\ere kioo enough: to 
share it with ne. I write to express~ appreciation to you for 
taking the tine to write and camend ~ oaments in regard to what is transpiring with Ethiopian Jews in Israel. I am grateful for your having done so. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexarrler M. Schindler 









David Schwartz, Chalrperson 
Confirmation Class Tzedakah 
510 Est Olmos Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78212 

Dear Oaw1rd : 

July 5, 1985 

Rabbi Feinstein was kind enough to forward the wonderful contribution to 
the UAHC PRojeet RiAP from the Beth-El Confirmation Class. We are very 
grateful to you and your classmates for this act of loving kindness and 
we are also pleased to know that this year's Tzedakah eo11eetlon has been 
shared equally by Project REAP and Operation Moses. 

All of us of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations express deepest 
appreciation to the entire Confirmation Class of 1985 for sharing their 
tangible gift of funds, which also represents thetr concern and love, 
with those less 'fortunate souls who wtl 1 be sustained by REAP as well as 
Operation Moses. 

With gratitude and best wishes. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Morley T. Feln$teln 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 

211 BELKNAP PLACE • SAN ANTON 10, TEXAS 78212 • (512) 733-9135 

MORLEY T. FEINSTEIN, M.A.H.L., M.A.H.E. 
Associate Rabbi " 

July 1, 

Rabbi Alexander 
UAHC , , , 4 

838 Fift;h'' Avenue '.!
1 

'' "' 

· New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

On behalf of the Confirmation Class of Temple Beth­
El, we are enclosing $177.50 for the UAHC Project 
REAP. 

This year we studied a great deal about gemilut hasa-
• dim and tzedakah, and· the amount raised represents 
half of our total collection. The other half went 
directly for Operation Moses. 

Thank you for all you are doing in the name of the 
Reform movement to help the suffering masses in 
Ethiopia. 

Shalom, 

cc: Mr. Alan Bayer, Executive Director 
Jewish Federation of San Antonio 

David Schwartz, Confirmation Class 
Tzedakah Chairperson 
510 East Olmos Drive 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 

FOUNDED 187 4 

. I 



Rabbi Stanley Miles 

458-4739 

Ms Edith J. Miller, 
Assistant to the President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ms Miller: 

June 17, 1985 

4220 Taylorsville Road 

Louisville, ~y. 40220 

Thank you so mu.ch for the return of the check from our Religious School meant for 
"Operation Moses" Appreciate your sending the information on this and you.r kind 
letter. Sorry to have made extra work for you.. 

We do not have a paid secretary at our Temple, also, the Religious School does not 
have a bank account. Therefore, various matters for the Congregat~on are taken care of 
by members. The Zedakah Funds are deposited in the Gift Shop Account and when the 
distribution is made, the Principal sends me the list of those to whom the students 
wish contribu.tions made. I am very mu.ch UAHC oriented, and knowing it has a fund 
for Ethiopian Relief, without thinking, send the check for "Operation Moses" on 
to New York. 

A nice portion of the Zedakah was sent to the Reform Jewish Appeal. A check was 
also sent for the Leo Baeck School. 

With best wishes, and again many thanks 

Si~cerely, ~ 1~~ 

~ Fleischaker 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
' ' , . 

• .. , 
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MMIGRATION & Re'FUGEE .PROGRAM ·• Dale S; de Haan Director 
"· ' , :~i • ~ 

_ I ---- _/\_, .. ,-e__ .. ~ ~,w _ WASHINGTON OFFICE.:. 
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...--- A h ~ l..__ Suite 300 
)-- -~~ -7 6 washirigton, D. C. 20001' S-:K ~ ~ ~~ c202) 1a3.1so1 

l) Washington, DC 
June 12, 1985 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear David: 

Following from our phone conversation of a few moments ago, I 
enclose a religious leaders statement on immigration reform. 
Rev. Dr. Arie Brouwer, General Secretary of the National Council 
of Churches, and Bishop Philip Cousin, our President, will be on 
it. Also, the Migration and Refugee Services office of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference has approved it and they are in the process 
of getting the agreement of Msgr. Hoye and Bishop Malone. 

I am also running it by the National Association of Evangelicals, 
just in case they could join. 

We are trying to get this out as early as possible next week. 

I'll let you know as soon as I get the approval from the USCC 
leadership. In the meantime, I would appreciate it if you could 
take a look at it with a view to having you and/or -o·thers of your 
leadership join it (is Rabbi Schindler the person?). 

Thanks. 

J. Michael 
Washington Representative 

Cable DOMINICUS • RCA Telex 234579NCC-UR • TWX 710-581 -5981 
A Program of the Division of Overseas Ministries 



DRAFT #2 

STATEMENT OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS ON IMMIGRATION REFORM 

The Congress and the nation have re-initiated considera~ion 
of legislative changes to our immigration laws and policies. 
This is an important task, and should be addressed throughtfully 
and with a keen sense of justice and fairness. The manner in · 
which the coming debate is approached can be seen as a test of 
the ideals and traditions which are our country's proud 
foundation. Our attitudes toward all marginalized persons within 
~ur communities can be considered on trial. 

The historic volatility of this issue has been exacerbated 
in the recent past by those who would seek to create divisions 
within our society between races, classes, and cul tu res. The 
utmost caution and discretion must be exercised by those 
organizations and individuals involved in the debate to guard 
against this possibility and to minimize the potential for 
backlash against the foreign-born. 

An essential component of immig~ation reform is the 
regularization of the status of those without valid immigration 
documents who have been productive residents of this country. It 
should be emphasized that the fates of some three to six million 
people are at issue many of whom have already been well 
integrated into our society. Massive deportation is not an 
option, either practically or morally. Nor is an option the 
perpetuation of an undocumented subclass subject to exploitation. 
The degree of exploitation of undocumented workers which we have 
witnessed and the effects that the continued presence of a large 
number of undocumented persons have on U.S. society have led us 
to conclude that a legalization program--and a comprehensive 
one--is the avenue upon which we should be travelling. 

It should be recognized that such a proposition is not only 
humanitarian, but is also a matter of proper self-interest. This 
population should be removed from the shadows of undocumented 
status and placed under the protection and rule of law. Such a 
step should and must take place without precondition and in a 
manner which encourages the fullest possible participation on the 
part of qualified individuals. 

Proposals to better manage immigration flows must be part 
of any reform effort. In considering such proposals, attention 
should be · focussed not only -upon enforcement, but also on the 
effects which they may have upon the rights of the citizenry and 
others resident in the U.S. If the Congress should enact 
penalties against employers who hire undocumented workers, it is 
our firm belief that there exists a concurrent responsibility to 
enact mechanisms for redress of discrimination which may flow 
from the proposal. If the Congress should provide additional 



.. 

immigration enforcement authority and resources to the federal 
government, it should also delineate clearly the purposes and 
limits of such authority to guard against abuse. 

Family reunion has appropriately been the cornerstone of 
our immigration laws and policies since their beginning, and 
family unity remains -- an important religious principle .- and 
American tradition. This should continue to be reflected in our 
immigration laws, and the current reform effort should maintain 
this family emphasis. • 

In considering proposals to bring in additional temporary 
laborers into the United States, the Congress should also 
carefully consider the potential for abuse of such labor, and the 
possible effects such a program may have on working conditions, 
the domestic labor market, and other such factors. 

While refugee admission and asylum are issues appropriately 
independent of the reform debate, the Congress should give high 
priority to measures currently pending before it which 
appropriately address the presence in the U.S. of certain 
nationals of Haiti, Cuba, and El Salvador.* 

Finally, there is a special role within the context of the 
immigration debate for the religious community to promote 
tolerance among all peoples. We encourage religious bodies 
throughout the country to commit with us to endeavor to be people 
of vision where insight is needed, to heal where there is 
di vision and hurt, and ever to be faithful stewards of our 
religious traditions and beliefs. 

*See H.R. 23 (Cuban-Haitian Adjustment Act) and S.377 and H.R.822 
on Salvadorans. 



June 17, 1985 

The Religious schools Students 
c/o Mrs. Ellen Tutsch, Principal 
Nassau Community Temple Beth El 
Religious School 
240 Hempstead Avenue 
West Hempstead, New York 11552 

Dear Students: 

It was very meaningful to receive your beautiful contribution 
to Project REAP. We are grateful to you for sharing a p~~tion 
of your Karen Ami Funds with the Eth!:n:aian Jewish community 
who have been suffering from hunger - aeprivaf.fes. Many, 
many thanks to all of you for your thoughtful and generous 
gift. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... 
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Ms. Agnes Rose Fleischaker 
Temple Shalom Religious School 
4220 Taylorsoille Road 
Louisvi 1 le, KY 40220 

Dear Ms. Fleischaker: 

May 30, 1985 

It was wonderful to learn that the students of the Temple Shalom 
Religious School voted to make a charitable contribution to the 
cause of Ethiopiao lewc.y. However~ "Operation Moses" is not one 
of the UAHC'~n projects, it is the undertaking of the 
United Jewish Appeal for the resettlement of Ethiopian Jews. The 
UAHC has an Ethiopian Jewish Project REAP and also a special fund 
for all victims of the famine, Jew and non-Jew alike. 

Be that as it may, since your check is made out to Operation Moses 
l am returning it to -you so that it can be directed to the UJA in 
Louisville so that your community receives credit. 

All of the noted causes are most worthy and it is good to know that 
your students have undertaken the mitzvah of Tzedakah. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Adith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. 



~Rabbi 'Stanley Miles . .. 
• 458-4739 

. R ! L I G I O U S S C H O O L 

May 24, 1985 

TO: 
Operation Moses 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue - New York, New York 10021 

4220 Taylorsville Road 

Louisville, Ky. 40220 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $18. 00 the 1985 contribution from 
the Temple Shalom Religious School. At the final assembly for 1984-85 the 
students indicated that you. were one o f those with whom they wished their 
Zedakah(Charity), brought du.ring the year, to be shared. 

ancerely~ 1-~ 
Mr~on Fleischaker 

for 

TEMPLE SHALOM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 



• 

Rabbi Bernard P. King 
Shir Ha-Ma'alot 
Harbor Refonn Temple 
2100 A Mar Vista 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Dear Bernie: 

May 28, 1985 

Thank you so much for your generous check to the Ethippian Relief 
Project. 1•m xeeedingly grateful for this ev1de~ce of your care 
alict"""T"hope th you will relay my admiration to th members of your 
co.nf1rmation class. They ought to know that these tent cities have 
been the most uccessful relief effort in all of Ethiopia and the 
government there - even though .. it 1 et odds with Israel - has been 
urging Abie Nathan to build more such camps. He is presently working 
on the third camp. Your young people, therefore, have the assurance 
that this 1s a project which is exceedingly effective and that their 
tzedakah monies are well spent. 

The fund raising project and play is altogether admirable. Thank you 
for informing me concerning that too. 

Warm good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

A1exander M. Schindler 

cc: Ruth Harrison 

Ruth, Rabbi King sent a chekc for $4,000.-
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Sbir.i Ha-Ma,aJo"t 
Hau.boR ReJ:oRrn Temple 

2100-A M a R Vista N ewpoRt Beacb, CalifORl'Jia 92660 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

BeRrJaRO P. King, Rabbi 

7 14-644 -7203 

May 24, 1985 

Each year our confirmation class undertakes a 
tzedakah project. This year's class raised $4,000.00 
for Abie Nathan's tent city in Ethiopia. It is a joy 
to forward this check to you. 

The primary vehicle for raising the funds was a 
concert by a unique group of musically talented 
mentally retarded adults called "The Hi Hopes." I 
have enclosed a few copies of the program of that 
event for your consideration. "The Hi Hopes" are a 
very powerful experience, and I would recommend them 
for some future U.A.H.C. event. Let me know if you 
need further information regarding them. 

BPK/rw 
Encs. 

J\ l~'i '~ 

~ ~ .. JL $l.---

Rabbi Bernard P. King 





Thank you to Linda Davis who has helped us by typing book cards 
for the Library. 

~s~ ~QQ!:S§1. 
Heller, Jc,seph. §Qi;;! !:S!:!Q~§ The "autobiography" of King David. In 
this novel, he talks of his many wives, his troubled 
relationships with his sons, his difficulties with his in-laws 
(especially Saul>, his battlefield triumphs, and the reasons he's 
waiting for an apology from God. 

Libo, Kenneth and Irving Howe. ~g bi~gg There Too. Using excerpts 
from unpublished diaries, memoirs and letters, plus selections 
from contemporary newspaper articles and illustrations, the 
editors present a portrait of life for those Jews who were a part 
of the American migrations west for 1630 to 1930. 

Birmingham, Stephen.The Rest of U§A The Rise of America's Eastern 
EuroQean Jews In this companiion volume to Our Cro~dandThe 
§~~riggg§, Birmingham writes about the East Side to the manicured 
lawns of Scarsdale and Beverly Hills. 

Marianne Yesk 
Librariar, 

******************************************* 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR KIDS 

JEFF DORMAN - Elected President of Senior Class 
Newport Harbor High School 

JEFF GLUECK - Elected President of Junior Class 
Newport Harbor High School 

ANDY & MOLLY MOUND - On there participation in the AFS PrograM 
this Summer 

BRYAN COOPER & DEANNE JACOBS - Appeared on the Ahmanson Stage 

The MAY BAT MITZVAH 

of 

RACHEL ESPANA was observed onthe 
4th when Rachel spoke about "The 
Right Mitzvah." She followed 
through on this theme by raising 
money for Ethiopian famine relief 
and contributed all funds to our 
Confirmation Class project for 
the same mitzvah. 

11 
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CONGRATULATIONS! CONFIRMATION CLASS OF ' 85 

The HI HOPES concert of May 5, 1985 produced by the 
class, under the tutelage of Myra Sosin and Rabbi Kinq, 
both as _ an experience and as a fund-raiser to support the 
tent cities in Ethiopia by Abie Nathan of Israel. 

conf 1 r·mat ion 
~•,as a smash: 
building of 

The HI HOPES is a group of gifted mentally retarded people, who, 
with their music and liveliness, can change a sober gathering into a 
joyous, thumping SIMCHA. HOW DO THEY DO IT? What love and depth does 
it take to perceive that these people can do so much with their strength 
and drives? 

Many here know this group. Again we were moved by the songs of 
Gloria Lenhoff who is perhaps better known to us at Shir Ha-Ma'alot than 
the other members. Others in the audience saw and heard the group that 
night for the first time. 

Unforgettable, too, was the singing of Paul Kuehn. Blind, 
retarded, physically limited, the power of his music breaks through to 
everyone. Had we closed our eyes, we would not have seen his need to be 
led around and helped to grasp the microphone, to hold the drumsticks, 
to find the seat next to the drums. It would have made no difference to 
his impact on us. And he was helped by fellow band members also 
struggling to assert THEIR strengths despite some weaknesses. Paul sang 
"The Impossible Dream" and attained emotional heights beautifully 
promised in earlier songs. But with the climactic notes of "The 
Impossible Dream" he blew us away. ~ 

After the concert, the audience broke up and went for punch and 
cookies, milling around. Paul, the impossible dreamer sat on a chair 
alone with his thoughts. He must have heard the hubbub, but could not 
see any of us looking at him as he swayed back and forth. What was 
going on inside? I could not help thinking, "As one at fervent prayer." 
Whatever he was feeling, it was clearly very strong, and I was grateful 
to him for having sent us his strength through music. 

Celia Sifry, incoming Board Member, who has volunteered to chair a 
committee to publish the MA'ALOT Bulletin, asked me to write a report of 
the concert. How is it possible to convey the feelings? I don't know, 
but Paul l<uehn's courage and drive to grasp the "Impossible Dream" fired 
me with enough CHUTSPAH to attempt this impossible assignment. 

Well, anyhow, those who were there know what I'm trying to say. 

Lou Fr· i dhandl er. 

AS OF THIS WRITING, OUR CONFIRMATION CLASS RAISED A TOTAL OF 

* * * $4,133.50 * * * 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE! 



m . SbiR Ha-Ma'alot 
., ,,, HaRbOR ReJ=ORm Temple 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

1985 - 5745 

presents 

"FROM JERUSALEM -WITH LOVE" 

featuring in concert 

• 
I 
OpES 

All funds to be donated to support the 
humanitarian efforts of Abie Nathan of 
Israel who is building tent cities in 
Ethiopia for the homeless and the hungry. 

May 5, 1985 



HI HOPES (I. to r.) 
Taken at Tallmantz Aviation , Inc., John Wayne Airport, 
Santa Ana, C■lllomla 
(Seated) Richard Grovea, Mikki Davi•. 
Glorla Lenhoff, Gary Ahearn, BIii Ouderkerken, Dorla E. Walker 
(Director), Jim FltzJarrald, Paul Kuehn, Leroy Gould, Lori Reye•. 

HI HOPES 
"Music With A Message" 

Hi Hopes is a most unique musical group that 
has been heard by millions of people from every 
state, and many foreign countries, has appeared 
on TV and made records. After their first songs, 
few people ever think about this famous group 
as mentally retarded. They share their amazing 
and very individual talents unstintingly and a 
joyful, enthusiastic happening results as the 
audience becomes part of the show. 

To listen to the Hi Hopes is to enter a very 
special world of enchantment and joy, a world of 
love and beauty, and perhaps a tear or two as 
you realize the tremendous odds these people 
have battled to become the personalities they 
are. Diagnosed as trainable mentally retarded, 
three of the nine members have been together 
for the eleven years the group has performed. A 
single-spaced typewritten list of their per­
formances stretches over 40 feet. Hi Hopes 
started in Hope School (Anaheim Unified High 
School District's school for trainable mentally 
retarded). As students grew older, a non-profit 
corporation, Hi Hopes - Identity Discovery 
Foundation, was formed and Hope University 
named as an umbrella organization to continue 
the work and expand to help other handicapped 
discover their talents and profit from "whole 
person" development. Colleges will be for.med 
under the University for this purpose in different 
locations, and UNICO NATIONAL COLLEGE for 
the gifted mentally retarded is the first one. 

DONORS ----- -
Hal & Hinda Beral 
Sarra 8c Harold Berkowitz 
Dr. Michael & Roberta Berns 
Laurence & Lillian Bradley 
Dr. Edward Cole 
The Dorn Family 
Eric 8c Darylle Gilbert 
Dick 8c Betty Gorelick 
Marion Greenberg 
S. & S. Kaplan 
David King 
Dr. Martin 8c Florence Klein 
Gerri 8c Robert Kraft 
Shirley Laskin 
Lloyd & Iris Leighton 
Fay T. Lavender Levoy 
Seymour & Ruth Lobel 
Jeffrey 8c Lisa Metzger 
Jeanne Sandor 
Ruth P. Schiffman 
Leonard & Marjorie Shane 
Jack & Gloria Sklansky 
Jillian Beth Spear 
Jenni & Nicki Steinberg 
Janet, Michael, Keri~ Bary Sussman 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Michael 8c Hilary Akzin 
Shirley Annenberg 
Paul & Sara Baime 
Fred & Sheila Baron 
Leon & Claire Bush 
Dr. Neal & Susan Freeman 
Mortimer 8c Muriel Greenberg 
Warren 8c Sherry Halperin 
Gerald & Lois Jacobs 
Jerrold~ Eileen Kaplan 
Ira 8c Ruth Lott 
Barry 8c Roberta Rosenberg 
Greg & Jane Shawber 
Ronald 8c Barbara Shef 
Dr. Robert & Loralee Sheridan 
Arie 8c Lukie Shikler 
David & Linda Siegel 
Jerry 8c Michele Silver 
Bil & Carol Wayne 



We acknowledge with gratitude our 

BENEFACTORS 

Fern, Mike, Alex, Jeff & Babe Dorman 
Rabbi Bernie & Barbara King 

·The Michael Meyer Family 
David, Geri, Andrew & Tim Sandor 
"Believers in Tzedakah" (anonymous) 

Harry & Marsha Adler 
Sandra M. Bartlett 
Irv & Ellie Burg 
Alicia, Samantha, Erin & Bob Dorman 
Arlene & Marty Glassman 
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Harris & Family 
Mike, Kara, Denise & Brett Harvey 
Linda & Harvey Jacobs 
Florence R. King 
Lynn Koosed 
The Leshner Family 
Nancy & Ken Levin & Family 
William & Bernice Malkin 
Iriet & Zvi Peshkess 
David, Myra, Sara & Alex Sosin 
Herb & Barbara Stern 
Helene S. & Donald J. Weinstock 



The Alberts Family 
Doreen, Jerry, Marci & Cheryl Bame 
Jerry & Sandra Benowitz 
Jennie Bienstock 
The Brill Family 
Scott, Bail, Debora & Jennifer Dennison 
Rabbi Stephen J. Einstein 
Steven Frank 
Rosalind & Louis Fridhandler 
Michael & Eleanor Bordon 
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Kempler 
Amy Leshner 
Michael & Susan Pinto 
Florence & Sam Plotkin 
Alan & Joyce Salz 
Art, Bonnie, Stephanie & Josh Schwartz 
The Sifry Family 
The Silverstein Family 
Mark & Barbara Sloate 
Lou Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Spear 
Mark & Dana Susson 
Larry & Maureen Thompson 
Seymour & Neddie Vigman 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Winthrop 
Hilda & Henry Wyle 
Anonymous 



COHFIRHATIOH ~~~~~ qE 1985-5745 

HARCI BAHE 
BRYAN COOPER 

ALEXANDER DORHAN 
STEVEN FRANK 

BRADLEY HARRIS 
DAVID KING 

RISA LECHTHAN 
AHY LESHHER 
HOLLY HOUHD 

TANYA SALZ 
STEPHANIE SCHUARTZ 

SUSAH SILBER 
JOSEPH UEXLER 

Instructors: Rabbi Bernard P. King 
Hrs. Hyra Sosin 

<The Confir ■ation Class wishes to thank 
Hr. Hike Dor ■an of Cal-Hart Travel Service 
Tor the use OT his office Tor their 
11 Phonathon. '') 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 

May 28, 1985 

This is for general Ethiopian Relief. Please dispense in the customary 

manner. Thanks. 

,~~ 
f~ 

< 



Mr. Mark R. Jacobson 
Executive Director 
The Temple 
1589 Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30367 

Dear Mark: 

May l. 1985 

We were very pleased to receive the gift of $1,226.00 from 
The Temple for the UAHC Proj.m-REA.2__ This gracious gift 
from the families of Ttie Temple will help us with our ongoing 
work to aid the Jews of Ethiopia. We are deeply grateful for 
your continued support and ask that you convey our appreciation 
to all who have contributed to this worthy cause. 

We are delighted to know that you are continuing to solicit 
funds for this special project. Many thanks. 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler Charles J, Rothschild, Jr. 

be: Ruth Harrison 



Mr. Irving Kessler 
United Israel Appeal 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Irv: 

May 16, 1985 

Thank you so much for the information in regard to Ethjopian ~ws 
and the Leo Baeck School. I am so grateful for yourvig1lance. 
all of us of the Reform Movement are. You are so right, we must 
be on our toes at all times. 

With gratitude and fondest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... nn-.a ~ APAIAl. 

MEMORANDUM May 14, 1985 

TO: Rabbi Charles Kroloff, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler/ 

FROM: Irving Kessler _t---
SUBJECT& ETHIOPIAN JEWS 

You will be interested to know that our Jerusalem office 
just completed an exchange of views regarding Ethiopian 
youth and the Leo Baeck School in Israel. 

UIA had receiv~d information that Ethiopian youngsters 
were not to receive support if they elected to attend 
the Baeck School! I urged that s_trong protests be lodged with 
the Aliyah Department>citing the UIA resolution a few 
ye a r s a g o re g a rd i n g· Re l i g i o u s P l u r a l i s m . 

I have made it clear previously and reiterated that 
UIA would not permit discrimination between the various 
branches of Judaism, as Jewish Agency Departments had 
the occasion to choose between them. 

You will be happy to learn that a telex arrived today 
which reads as follows: 

"ARON INFORMED ME THAT ETHIOPIANS WILL GO TO SCHOOL 
AT LEO BAE CK SCHOOL. REGARDS. KATZ. 11 

It points to the fact t
1

~at we must be ever vigilant. 
I would like to suggest that whatever contacts you have in 
Israel join with the office of the UIA in close 
scrutiny of the Ethiopian absorption, as well as other 
JAFI programs. 

Regards. 

cc: Rabbi E. Yoffi e 

15 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) 688-0800 



Mr. gger Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turijpike 
Woodbury~ NY 11797 

Dear Roger: 

May 6, 1985 

Thank you for the additional checks of $35.00 from members of Temple 
Beth-El of Great Neck. It is grat1fy1ng to receive this wonderful 
continuing response from your members. 

Thank you, too, for letting me know that another mailing is going 
out in May in regard to our Ethiopian Relief Project. We are all 
deeply grateful. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson 

be: Ruth Harrison 

✓ 



THE TILLES INVESTMENT COMPANY 

T600 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury, H.Y. JJT9T • 5J6·.J64 ·1200 

May 3, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union American Hebrew Congregations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Enclosed please find additional checks from members of 
our congregation, Temple Beth-El of Great Neck in the 
amount of $35.00. In addition to the previous checks 
that I have sent to you and the $250.00 donated by our 
religious school, our Temple has now sent a total of 
$3,182 .-00 .- As we receive additional monies, we will 
forward them to you. 

With warmest personal regards, 

RT:gg 
Encs .-

cc: Rabbi Jerome Davidson 
Temple Beth-El of Great Neck 

v)p_ ~ ~ 
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Rabbi David M. Horowitz 
Temple Israel 
133 Merriman Road 
Akron, Ohio 44303 

Dear David: 

April 1, 1985 

Just a note of appreciation to the families .of (ample Israel. The 
gracious contributions which have been forwarded to our Ethiopian 
Relief Projects mean much to us all. These gifts bespeak the care 
and concern of your congregants for the downtrodden, the hungry, 
the homeless. For all of us of the Union I express heartfelt 
appreciation for your gift to this sacred humanitarian cause. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



April 1, 1985 

Rabbi Jonathan A. Stein 
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 
6501 N. Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 

Dear Jon: 

Just a note of appreciation to the families of the Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation. The gracious contributions which have been 
forwarded to our Ethiopian Relief Projects mean · much to us all. 
These gifts bespeak the care and concern of your congregants for 
the downtrodden, the hungry, the homeless. For all of us of the 
Union I express heartfelt appreciation for your gift to this sacred 
humanitarian cause. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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NORTHEAST LAKES COUNCIL / UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

March 21, 1985 

Dear Alex: 

The last few days I have been with my CCAR colleagues at 
our Regional meeting in Pittsburgh. Wh i le there I was approached 
by Jon Stein of Indianapolis and David Horowitz of Akron . 

Both asked that you or Al send them a personalized letter 
in response to the funds which they sent in for our Ethiopian 
projects. They both said that they would publish the letter in 
their temple bulletin, and they thought that it was important 
both for good relations with the Union, and to create a positive 
climate for future emergency efforts. 

Both had received the small cards of acknowledgement, but 
felt they were inadequate for their purposes. Jon mentioned that 
his congregation had sent in $6,000. 

Alex, these two groups are strong supporters of the Union, 
and I think their good counsel should be heeded. 

Be well, my friend. 

Regional Rabbi: 
Dr David S Hachen 
25550 Chagrin Blvd , Suite # 1 08 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 
(216) 831-6722 

/,Jer, 
( _ t:~ 

David S. Hachen 
Regional Rabbi 

UAHC OFFICERS 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr 
President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

NORTHEAST LAKES COUNCIL 
President Marlene Glickman 
Honorary Presidents Hy Bylan 

Donald Day 
Vice Presidents: James Reich 

Ernest Stern 
Morton F1nkelste1n 
Stan Lipp 
Carl Wetzstein 
Allan Tushman 

Secretary: Mina Siegel 



Mr .. a,nd Mrs. S. A. K:a1inen 

3340 Mt. Laurence Dr .. 

Sain Die1go, Ca. 92'1 17' 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 

Ruth Harrison 

March 18., 1985 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $5.00 from Mark and Teri Albert of 
Coos Bay, Oregon. This 1s for our Ethiopian Relief Fund. It is from 
a group of children who brought PurirJ gifts to ■ake this contribution. 



Ms. Teri Albert 
1140 Lillian Creek Lane 
Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 

Dear Ms. Albert: 

March 18, 1985 

I was deeply moved by the gift from the children of Coos Bay to our 
Ethiopian Relief Fund. Please express to them all my gratitude for 
their thoughtfulness. Sharing with those who are in need at the time 
of a festival such as Purim 1s very, very beautiful and all of us of 
the Union are grateful to the children. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



(_ Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Ruth Harrison 

March 4, 1985 

Enclosed herewith 1s a check for $500.00 from Or. Robert Schwartz, 3677 
Central Avenue. Suite O, Fort Myers, Florida 33901. This is for our 
~toject REAP to assist Ethiopian Jewry. Please credit accordingly. 



., 

Dr. Robert Schwartz 
3677 Central Avenue 
Suite D 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

Dear Dr. Schwartz: 

March 4, 1985 

Rabbi Agin has most graciously forwarded to us your generous contribution 
of $500.00 for Project REAP, the special fund we hqve created to assist 
Ethiopian Jewry. I write to express my heartfelt appreciation for this 
gift which is tangible evidence of the care and concern you feel 1n regard 
to the plight of these people. Manyt many thanks.for your thoughtfulness. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

A1exander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Solomon Agin 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

February 28, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Enclosed, please find a check in the amount of 
$500.00 for the Union's Ethiopian Fund. It is the 
desire of Dr. Schwartz that his check be used toward 
the plight of the Ethiopian Jews. Dr. Schwartz feels 
that sending his donation to the Union, the total 
amount will be used for the Ethiopians. 

SA:je 

od wishes for a Joyous Purim, I am 

ly yours, 

Agin, Rabbi 

2721 DEL PRADO BOULEVARD • P. 0. BOX 972 • CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 33910 



r .. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

l-£RSCH WARTIK inc 
141 EAST 33RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016 • 212-685-4250 

February 28,1985 

The enclosed invoice is merely a formality for our own records. We were 
pleased to be able to offer our services in the worthy cause of ~thiopian 
Relief. I thank you for the letter of appreciation you sent us earlier. 

Sincerely, 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

February 28,1985 

t-ERSCH WARTIK inc 
141 EAST 33RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016 • 212-685-4250 

INVOICE 

Job #2750 

Prepare "Light One Candle" ad for Ethiopian relief $482.00 

No charge for our srvices 



MARK 0 . HATFIELD, OREG., CHAIRMAN 

TEO STEVENS, ALASKA 
LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR., CONN. 
JAMES A. Mc CLURE, IOAHO 
PAUL LAXALT, NEV. 
JAKE GARN, UTAH 
THAO COCHRAN, MISS. 
MARK ANDREWS, N. OAK. 
JAMES ABDNOR, S. OAK. 
ROBERT W . KASTEN, JR., WIS. 
ALFONSE M. D"AMATO, N.Y. 
MACK MATTINGLY, GA. 
WARREN RUDMAN, N.H. 
ARLEN SPECTER, PA. 
PETE V. DOMENIC!, N. MEX. 

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W . VA. 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, S.C. 
THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO. 
LAWTON CHILES, FLA. 
J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LA. 
WALTER 0 . HUDDLESTON, KY. 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. DAK. 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT. 
JIM SASSER, TENN. 
DENNIS DE CONCINI, ARIZ. 
DALE BUMPERS, ARK. 

tinittd ~ tate.s ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

W ASHINGTON, D.C. 205 10 

J. KEITH KENNEDY, STAFF DIRECTOR 
FRANCIS J. SUW VAN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR February 26, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We a p preciate very much the fine work y ou are 
doing in your organization as well as the work of 
David Saperstein, whose sound advice and counsel we 
were fortunate to have before our departure to 
Ethiop ia earlier this month and whose compan y we 
enjoyed during our travels in that country. I 
am particularly impressed with his commitment to 
improving the quality of life for Ethiopia's Jews 
while the y remain in that country and hi s wor tb p-ro­
mote their immigration to I s rael. 

I look forward to seeing you in the future. 

Sincerel y , 

~A~? 
DENNIS DeCONCINI 
United States Senator 



r 

Mr. Edward Finkelstein 
R.H. Macy & Co., Inc. 
151 West 34th Street 
New York, New York 10001 

Dear Ed: 

February 11, 1985 

I thanked G.G. when she wrote to tell me that a check would be forth~ coming from Macys for the Union 1s Ethiopian Relief Appeal. The check has been received today and I write to express to you and all of your colleagues deepfelt appreciation for your generosity. The cause is a great one and thanks to caring and concerned people such as you and your colleagues at Macys, as well as the thousands who have responded to our appeal, perhaps we can help to save some lives. 

With gratitude and fondest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The Executive Board of the UAHC salutes the State of Israel and all 

those involved w1th Operation Moses -- 1th the rescue of thousands 

of our Brothers and Sisters from Ethiopia and from the refugee camps. 

Only Israel would place the rescue of Jews as a first priority when 

Israel 1tsel f continues to face the demands of defense c.rises, the 

demands of a very troubled economy, and a host of internal pressures 

for inaction. 

But Israel did act and continues to act thereby fulfilling the highest 

ethical commands of the Jewish tradition, and by their action refutting 

the great lie which would taint Zionism with the accusation of Racism. 
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Mr. Ivan J..nder 
The Spiritual Assenbly of 

the Baha'is 
Post Office l:Sox #846 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

Dear Mr. Loder: 

February 7, 1985 

Rab'!)i Schi..-ridler WBJ3 p;ood enough to shaw me 
your kind letter, and I want to add a per­
sonal w0rd in his behalf and mine to tell 
you that a contribution from the Bah.A'is 
is particularly valued y us. 

We feel a deep sense of solidarity with 
you and it is rrnst appropriate that we arc 
able to :.:eel enpathy for the pain of 
others as -well. 

1hank you very II1.1Ch for your letter and 
your generous contribution. 

AV:rh 
bee; Rabbi A. Schindler 

Aron Hirt-1'1anheimer 

Cordially, 

Albert Vorspan 

✓ 



The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Post Office Box 846 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 



Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AM ERICAN RABBIS 
,1n'N 838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 ( 212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC m,il,., 

n r.:n ;., n,.:, 
i1jJ'7~N~ 

Cha,rman 
Harris Gilbert 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Associate Director 
Rabbi David Saperstein 

• 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOOOS 

NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE AOMINISTRA TORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDU CA TORS 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OF CANTORS 

ASSOCIATION OF REFORM 
ZIONIS TS OF AMERICA 

To: Regional Directors 
Corrmission on Social Action 

From: Albert Vorspan 

Date: February 5, 1985 

Subject: ETIITOPIAN PROJECTS 

We are deeply grateful for the extraordinary help that our 
regional offices have given in our push for Ethiopian re­
lief. You will be pleased to know that the UAHC has 
raised nearly $200,000 for general Ethiopian famine relief 
plus several thousand for our own PROJECT REAP (Jewish doc­
tors from the United States working in Jewish villages in 
Gonder). 

The first Abie Nathan village has been so successful that 
he is now proceeding to establish five IIDre to house a 
total of 60,000 people in distress. The tents are in­
scribed ''FROM JERUSALEM WITH I.DVE'' and the villages are 
well lighted, include clinics and have evoked the admira­
tion of all concerned, including the Ethiopian government. 

Attached is the text of an article that will appear in the 
next issue of Reform Judaism. 



-. 

R E S C U E I N E T H I O P I A 

While the drama of Israel 1 s historic rescue of the Jewish community of Ethiopia 
was playing out in secret -- and then on the front pages of the world's newspa­
pers -- another Jewish action was taking place on behalf of victims of famine 
and disease on the parched plains of Ethiopia. 

Here, too, a group of Israel is was involved, led by a maverick humanitarian 
named Abie Nathan. Nathan, who was born in Iraq and raised in India, served as 
an Israeli fighter pilot during the War of Independence. Once dubbed "the 
world's smallest peace organization," for his numerous single-handed attempts to 
bring peace to the Middle East, he made a daring flight to Egypt during the 
tense period preceding the 1967 .war, carrying a peace proclamation signed by 
60,000 Israel is. Unfortunately, at that time, President Nasser refused to see 
him. But since then his private humanitarian campaigns have been more successful. 

In the early 1970s he raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in Israel to pro­
vide relief for starving Nigerians ln Biafra and for the victims of war and hun­
ger in Cambodia. For many years he has operated a "Peace Ship" staffed by an in­
ternational crew of volunteers that broadcasts music and peace messages in Hebrew, 
Arabic and English from international waters off the Mediterranean coast. 

When, in late 1984, Nathan first learned of the starvation in Ethiopia, he broad­
cast an appeal from his Peace Ship and within days raised $100,000 from Israeli 
citizens. He then flew to London - Ethiopia does not recognize Israel - and per­
suaded Ethiopian consular authorities to grant him a visa. When he landed in the 
Ethiopian capital he said simply, 11 1 want to help. 11 Local officials flew him to 
a drought-stricken area where he inspected existing camps and assessed their needs. 

When he returned to Israel and then Eruope to gather the supplies he needed to 
launch his non-sectarian relief operation, Nathan called Rabbi Stephen Schafer, 
director of the youth division of the UAHC and a long-time friend and supporter. 
Would the UAHC help, he asked. On December 2, the UAHC Board of Trustees passed 
a resolution, declaring that the UAHC "expresses its profound gratitude for tbe 
moral audacity of Abie Nathan, Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a 
visible Jewish presence in Ethiopia by creating a tent village in which Ethiopians 
of all backgrounds will be shelted and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel 
who volunteer within Israel and the American Jewish community; and pledtes its 
active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking to raise at least 
$100,000 from concerned individuals within our community and the Jewish public at 
large. These funds will be added to those already raised by the Israeli publ ic. 11 

On Sunday, December 16 -- exactly two weeks after the resolution was adopted --
a UAHC advertisement in The New York Times headlined, "Light one candle, save one 
life. A Jewish response to the famine in Ethiopia, 11 detailed Nathan's effbrts 
and called upon Jews to support him. 

The response of the Reform Jewish community was immediate and contagious. HUC­
JIR students in New York raised $2500. Rabbis preached sermons and wrote letters 
to congregants; religious school children gave money to Keren Ami projects for 
Ethiopian relief; doctors volunteered to serve; and a television station offered 
to produce a public service advertisement at no charge. Within one month, more 
than $100,000 had been contributed by individuals and Reform synagogues across 
the country. 

- over -



Nathan's first visit to the famine region of Ethiopia had convinced him that 
what was needed most was shelter and trained personnel to feed the starving and 
nurse the sick. Emergency food supplies and medicines were reaching the refu­
gees, but adequate shelter was in short supply, especially tents - hospital 
tents, kitchen tents, family tents - and mattresses. With the first $25,000 re­
ceived from the UAHC, Nathan chartered a plane and (during Chanukah) flew to 
Ethiopia with a crew of Israeli experts and enough supplies to build and house 
a tent city for ten thousand refugees. 

After the 43 tons of supplies were unloaded, the trucks set out for Harbu, 400 
kilometers north of Addis Ababa. There Nathan and his crew, supplemented by lo­
cal laborers, built their tent city and moved 8,000 people into the 800 white 
tents stencilled in red with a star of David and the words, "From Jerusalem with 
Love. 11 Water was connected, electric power was generated and the filthy, disease­
ridden slum nearby was levelled. When Ethiopian authorities saw what Nathan and 
his Israeli team had built, they asked him to build five more tent cities. 

That request reached Nathan during a visit to the United States early in January, 
during his meetings with UAHC officials. At that time, he received a $50,000 
check from Rabbi Schindler, representing the more than 1,000 individual contribu­
tors who had responded to The New York Times advertisement. As ·Rabbi Schindler 
remarked at that time, 11Abie Nathan is proof of our belief that one person can 
make a difference." 

Contributions should be sent to UAHC Ethiopian Relief, 838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York 10021. 



Rabbi Solomon Agin 
Temple Beth-El 
Post Office Box 972 
Cape Coral, FL 33910 

Dear Sol: 

February 4, 1985 

Thank you for forwarding the . 100.00 gift from members of Temple 
Beth-El for our effort in behalf of Ethiopian Jews. Tis g1ft is 
deeply appreciated and we express heartfelt thanks to you and to 
your membership for all of their efforts in regard to Ethiopian 
Jewry. 

I was pleased to learn that you intend to begin an Outreach program 
in Cape Coral just before Passover. Geod luck, I know that members 
of our Outreach Commission will want to be of assistance and they 
will want to be kept apprised of your efforts. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

January 30, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Enclosed, please find two (2) checks each in the amount of 
$50.00 towards the plight of the Ethiopian Jews. It appears 
that some of the membership donated to the Sisterhood 
Project and others to the Operation Moses of the United 
Jewish Appeal. My concern is that they give and with a 
full heart. 

There is no doubt in my mind that it was your leadership 
that inspired others to get involved. This, it was the 
Reform Movement that once again came to the forefront. 

On another subject, I wish to inform you that Outreach will 
be introduced to the community prior to Passover. The Board 
of Directors endorsed the program that I presented as a 
result of the regional convention last November. 

With best wishes as the Movement continues to grow and 
n this most crucial period. 

yours, 

Agin, Rabbi 

SA:je 
Enclosures 

2721 DEL PRADO BOULEVARD • P. 0. BOX 972 • CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 33910 



Edith J. Miller 
February 1, 1985 

Ruth Harrison 

In a covering letter Rabbi Solomon indicated these two checks for 
$50.00 each are for the plight of Et, · ian Jews and, therefore, should 
be credited to Project Rl&p. We wf say an you from this office 
inasmuch as there were other items to be acknowledged 1n his covering 
letter. 



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

January 25, 1985 

Enclosed herewith 1s a check payable to the UAHC. It was received 
from Rabbi Ira Youdovin and he indicates it 1s for our <Ethiopian 
Relief Project. The signator is Judy Byrd and the address is noted 
on the check. Diversified Health Services, The Florida Agency, 
5960 Central Avenue, Suite B, St. Petersburg, Florida 33707. 



Ms. G.G. Michelson 
Senior Vice President 
R.H. Macy & Co .• Inc. 
151 West 34th Street 
New York. NY 10001 

Dear G.G.: 

January 25, 1985 

How lovely to hear from you and to learn that Macy's will contribute 
$1,000 to the UAHC Ebhiopian Relief Appeal. I am deeply grateful to 
all of you for helping us in our effort to feed and care for the 
starving colTVllunity in Ethiopia. 

Lisa is delighted to be back at Macy's. She feels that she is 
among friends. 

With fondest regards from all of us, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, ,_ 

G . G. MICHELSON 

SEN IOR V I C E PRESIDENT 

151 WEST 34™ S TREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y , 10001 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 5th Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 18, 1985 

Ed sent 
Appeal. 
be sent 

me your note and the ad on the Ethiopian Relief 
Macy's will donate $1,000 and the check will 

to you shortly. 

It's nice to see Lisa around here again! My best to 
the family. 

Sincerely, 

GGM:vr 



January 16, 1985 

Dr. Solomons. Bernards, Director 
Friends of Cong. Mevakshei Derech of Jerusalwm 
225 Park Avenue, South - 17th Floor 
New York, New York 10003 

Dear Sol: 

Thank you for your letter of January 13 in regard to Abie Nathan's 
work. It is a remarkable undertaking. We of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations are proud to be a part of it. 

You may have missed an advertisement which was placed 1n the New 
York Times by the UAHC, some weeks ago. It appeared on the back 
page of the Sunday Week in Review, t enclose herewith a copy. The 
funds which we are receiving here at the UAHC are for famine relief 
and are being used to underwrite the work that 1s being done by Abie 
Nathan. 

Again, my thanks to you for writing. Warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' \ 

\ 
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FRIENDS OF CONG. MEVAKSHEI DERECH OF JERUSALEM 
225 Park Ave., South, 17th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003 (212) 674-7400, Ext. 1317 

DR. SOLOMON S. BERNARDS, Director 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MARTIN ABELOVE 
Utica, NY 

LAVEY BECKER 
Montreal, Quebec 

SUSAN BRECHER 
Long Island City, NY 

RABBI SAMUEL CHIEL 
Newton Center, MA 

MIRIAM EPHRAIM 
New York, NY 

MOLLY FLIGELMAN 
Los Angeles, CA 

PROF. ROBERT G. GOLDENBERG 
Stony Brook, NY 

PROF. ROBERT GORDIS 
New York, NY 

RABBI ARTHUR HERTZBERG 
Engelwood, NJ 

RABBI HAYYIM KIEVAL 
Albany, NY 

RABBI SIMCHA KLING 
Louisville, KY 

HON. PHILLIP KLUTZNICK 
Chicago, IL 

RABBI LEON KRONISH 
Miami Beach, FL 

PROF. BARUCH A. LEVINE 
New York, NY 

PAUL LEMPEL 
Eastchester, NY 

RABBI JOEL H. MEYERS 
Washington, DC 

RABBI LUDWIG NADELMANN 
Scarsdale, NY 

RABBI HAROLD M. SCHULWEIS 
Encino, CA 

RABBI REUVEN SIEGEL 
New York, NY 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SHAPIRO 
So. Orange, NJ 

RABBI RONALD B. SOBEL 
New York, NY 

- - DR. DANIEL THURSZ 
Washington, DC 

RABBI ARYEH WINEMAN • 
Derby, CT 

RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN 
Los Angeles, CA 

RABBI GERALD L. ZELIZER 
Metuchen, NJ 
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Mr. David A. Levine 
2001 Wellington Court 
Westbury, NY 11590 

Dear Mr. Levine: 

January 15, 1985 

Thank you for taking the time to write after you heard me on the Barry 
Gray show. I a~ grateful for your thoughtfulness. 

Thank you, too, for offering your services in the vast task to be done 
in regard to Ethiopia. We will keep your name and offer on file In the 
event we are able to send volunteers but at the moment, the government 
of Ethlopia Is not permitting such volunteer programs of on-site assist­
ance. 

With appreciation and every good wish, I am 
. . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



E.J. Mil 1er 

Ruth Harrison 

FOR LIST OF PEOPLE WHO VOLUNTEERED TO HELP IN RE ETHIOPIA ... 

David A. Levine 
2001 We11jngton Court 
Westbury, NY 11590 

516-333-4494 

1 /15/85 

retired person in good health - member of a temple in westbury which is 
not reform ---In good health -- was supply sgt. ww2 ..... 

Am told you are keeping list ... 





Rabbi Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Cong. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi: 

2001 Wellington Court 
Westbury, \ N. Y. 11590 
January 9, 1985 

I heard you this afternoon on Barry Gray's show on WMCA Radio. 
You and Abbe Nathan were wonderful - as usual. 

I am a member of Temple Sholom here in Westbury and I wish to 
offer my hel p in the Ethiopian task ahead. I am a retire) person 
and served in the US Army for over 5 years during WW2 as a supply Sgt. 

Please call me if you feel I can hel p you. I am inperfect kat~ 
health and my Rabbi Moishe Aranov will vouch for me. 

Good luck and keep up your good work for all Judiasm . 

• Yo~ 

~ av i d ;; . Levine 

516 333 - 4494 
I just returned ~from 2 weeks in Israel with my wi fe . 



Ed I th J. M 111 er 1 /14/85 

Fred Cohen 

Enclosed Is a check for $10. for UAH~Ethloplan Relief from Linda Van Raalte 
149 6th Ave., Brookl''-'• NY . 11271. This_ l_s a_n ad~hTonal gift from the students 
at HUC-JIR. 



~ (~ ~ OM-O~ ~ lL -jv ~ 1fbiCv\--

r~ \~i~ °'""- '{ G"< sb-.Ms .k ~ 
~-

So 1V CH /b.,_ '1 ~ ~ -1/z.o-o I) ;.,., c,,,-_~Jl j 

'L ~&- I~~ ~J lo\ttu_ YJAJ f ~ ~ .. 
'A~ ~ CAA L ~) £'II fLl- '-(Cf-, /WvevJ ' ~t"\.AJ ~ ~ 

{_ vv-- ~ ~~J ~ · l-k. t ~ ~~ ) e,-,o ~ J1._ 

~J~~-

~c,-. (S 1~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~--<'~~ 0-V--- ~u... ~\-

:{ ,, ~1 AJ.,._ ~~ I ~ ~ ~ 

~ 
C CT,~ 



I MEMORANDUM l 
From Edith J. Miller Date l 2 / 2 l / 8 4 

To Fred Cohen 

Copies Barney Br i ck n er 

Subject 

,ln'N 
.nl1i1'~ 

111)1j7.Jlt.) 
:ii;''1tJNJ 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF FUND/UAHC 

The enclosed envelope marked $1700. from the HUC-JIR Community 

of New York represents gifts to the Ethiopian Relief Fund from 

the st~dents. No matter which way I coun~ the funds in this 

envelope I come out with $1500. --$1469. in checks and $31. in 

cash. By means of a copy of this memo I am advising Barney of the 

$200. difference. 

Be that as it may, please give me an extra xerox copy of all of 

the checks enclosed plus a note of $31. cash so I can , send it on 

to Barney for checking. There 1 s no reason to hold up a deposit of 

the funds received .... we 1 11 have check copies and the cash is one 

$1 . bi 11 

Thanks. 

one $10. bill and one $20. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, NY. 10021 (212)249-0100 



I 

I • 

, 
I 
I 

I (/)S/.J 
I ( ... :':·; 

0•oo * 
20 •00 + 
1s-oo + 

l00•oo + 
20•00 + 
20•00 + 
20-00 + 
20-00 + 
10 - 00 + 
10-00 + 
2s - oo + 
10-00 + 
10-00 + 
1 0 • 0 0 + 
1 0 • 00 + 10-00 + 

1 0 • 00 + 
10•00 + 
1 0 • 00 + 1,129·00 + 1,469·00 

◊ I 

3 1 • 00 + · I 1,500-00 * 
I 

j 
I ,. 

,. -



1 1 :7 ' .'-.' 
.n,:;; ~~ 

.nr:,-;;; - -

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK . NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: A ichard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND . 

THAT • ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union 

of ~erican Hebrew Congregations-, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox group-sin Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of .conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new immigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual innnersion and, for males, 

a new ritual_ circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish community that 

has ·guarded its Jewish identity for some 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta:,lsrael 

to the Promised Land is based on the fact that t hese people are ·Jews_, recognized 

as such by the rabbinate and the government of I s rael. -Their immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as 
.... 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

•
11Why, then, must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing ~onversion? I see no 

reason for it and .I join the Beta Israel i n rejecting this procedure. · 
.. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their religious he~itage, read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fasts 

and ritual purification. It is a bitter irony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of an~ prayed for over the generations, · they must face a 

challenge to their Jewishness that is demeaning and degrading . " 

AJP 1/10/85 X X X 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK , N.Y 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND . 

THAT • ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations-, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox groups in Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of .conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new immigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual immersion and, for males, 

a new ritual circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish conmrunity that 

has ·guarded its Jewish identity for some 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta:cisrael 

to the Promised Land is based on the fact that these people are ·Jews_, recognized 

as such by the rabbinate and the government of Israel . -Their. immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as 
... 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

•
11Why, then, must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing ~onversion? I see no 

reason for it and .I join the Beta Israel in rejecting this procedure . · 
.. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their religious heritage, read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fasts 

and ritual purification. It is a bitter irony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of and prayed for over the generations,' they must face a 

challenge to their Jewishness that is demeaning and degrading." 

A.JP 1/10/85 X X X 
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Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND 

THAT .'ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the ' Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations -, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox groups in Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new immigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual immersion and, for males, 

a new ritual circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish community that 

has guarded its Jewish identity for so~e 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta Israel 

·to the Promised Land is based on the fact that these people are Jews_, recognized 

as such by tµe rabbinate and the government of Israel. -Their immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as 
' 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

"Why, then, must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

.. 
that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing ~onversion? I see no 

reason for it and I join the Beta Israel in rejecting this procedure. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their religious heritage, read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fasts 

and ritual purification, It is a bitter irony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of and prayed for over the generations, they must face a 

challenge to their Jewis.hness that is demeaning and degrading." 

AJP 1/10/85 X X X 



STROBER / RICHARD Advertising 
30 East 60th Street New York, NY 10022 (212) 758-6996 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 9, 1985 

Here is the bill from The New York Times for the Ethiopian Relief ad. 
It comes to $18,633.88, which takes into account the 20 percent reduction 
given to charities. There was no corrnnission on this ad. Please instruct 
the accounting department to do a check in that amount to Strober/Richard 
Advertising, and I will pay the bill. 

RC:cl / 
' t ;1/ l . \;'T . )/V \, 
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Cantor Jill Spasser 
106 Barchester Way 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Dear Jill: 

January 7, 1985 

I can understand your plaint concerning our recent communication 
asking for support for the starving Ethiopians but you see, our 
communication was sent to those and only to those who were addressed 
in the superscrippion. In other words, we sent our letter to rabbis, 
and to chairpersons of Social Action Committees and to the others who 
were listed. What probably happened is that someone replicated our 
letter and sent 1t to otherw in your congregations as well. Under 
those circumstances, I believe, our memorandum was appropriately 
addressed. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Dear Colleaguet f · 
On January 7, national Jewish organizations involved in assisting Ethiopian Jews met in 
New York to discuss a common policy in regard to the cessation of rescue efforts. 
Representatives of the Israeli government, NJCRAC, the American Jewish Congress, the 
American Jewish Committee, the UJA, the UIA, and the Reform Movement were among those 
in attendance. 

A consensus was reached on the following points: 

1. Publicity on rescue efforts of Ethiopian Jews should be minimized. At most, public 
statements should indicate that we shall not rest until all Ethiopian Jews are accounted 
for. 

2. In general, we should refrain from comment when asked by the press about the break­
down of the rescue operation. "Since there are lives at stake, we have no comment" was 
seen to be an appropriate response for most situations. 

3. There should be no public discussion now attempting to assign blame for what has 
happened. These matters are better left until later when all Ethiopian Jews have been 
brought to Israel. 

4. Fund-raising efforts should stress the cost of absorbing the Ethiopian Jews in Israel, 
rather than the cost of bringing them out of Ethiopia. Dramatic statements about "ran­
soming Ethiopian Jews" should be especially avoided. 

5. There should?n~ call now for pressure by the American government on the Sudan or 
Egypt. We should not request assistance from our senators or public officials, and we 
should not engage in public demonstrations. 

Obviously, the above policy was not an attempt to maintain secrecy. The problems with 
the rescue operation have been public knowledge for some time. However, there was agree­
ment that if the issue is downplayed, the press will lose interest and move on to other 
matters. This in turn may make possible the resumption of the evacuation. On the 
other hand, continued discussions -- and in particular, public disagreements -- in the 
Jewish community are likely to have a ripple effect, and will be picked up by the 
general press. 

Of course, public calls for support of general famine relief in Ethiopia and Africa 
continue to be in order, and in fact are now more important than ever. 

Your cooperation on the above points would be greatly appreciated. 
tion, feel free to contact the UAHC, ARZA, or CCAR offices. 

For further informa-

h B. Glaser 

ff,ltEllS: 
.' Gunther Plaut , President 

TOfonto. Ontario. Canada 
Jack Stern, Jr., Vice President 
Scarsdale, NY 

Joseph 8. Glaser. Executive Vice President 
New YO<I<. NY 

Cl)( 
Albert Vorspan 

Murray I. Rothman, Treasufftr 
Newton, MA 

Randall M. Falk. Reco,ding Secretary 
Nashville. TN 

Eugene J. Lipman, Financial Secretary 
Washington. DC 

Elliot L. SteYens. Administratiw Secn,tary 
New York. NY 

Sidney L. Regner. Eu,cutr,e V,ce President Emeritua 
New York, NY 

Jacob R. Marcus. Honorary Prtlsident 
Cincinnati. OH 



Mr. Edward Finkelstein 
R.H. Macy Company, Inc.] 
Herald Square 
New York, NY 10001 

December 31, 1984 

Dear Ed: ~ 
Enclosed Is a copy of the ad on Ethiopian Relief I told you about. 

If Macy's could make a donation would be grateful. 

It was lovely being with you. Have a happy Journey and year. love 
to Myra and the kids. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



December 31, 1984 

Dear Harriette: 

It was good having you share tn the festivities of 

our annual Hanukah party and, of course, the special tribute to 

Mary Jordan this year. You are looking wel 1 and I do hope your 

foot problem will soon be completely healed and a thing of the past. 

Your gift to the UAHC Ethiopian Relief Fund is 

truly apprec'iated, it bespeaks your care and concern for humanity 

and those less fortunate than yourself. Many thanks. 

Best wishes for a healthy, happy and wonderful New 

Year. 

Ms. Harriette Handler 
391 Hosholu Parkway 
Bronx, NY 10467 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Peter Jackson 
555 W. Beech Street 
Suite 210 
San Diego, CA 92104 

Dear Peter: 

December 31, 1984 

Forg;ve me for not responding sooner to your letter of December 5 
but I've been on the merry-go-round' since then, taave111ng to 
and fro all over the land. 

I appreciate your explanatory letter and I'm sorry that a mis­
understanding arose between us. But, 111 1s well that ends well, 
1s 1t not? 

Regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

be: Mrs. Alexander M. Schindler 



-------------------,------- ---------------- - - -
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

Thank you for your letter which I received this morning. I very much 
regret that we appear to have antagonized one another during our 
telephone conversation. I have heard so much about you from Michael 
and Anita that I very much want to make amends, put the record straight 
and hope that our future communications can be more cordial. 

Firstly, let me say that I was concerned that you should be involved 
in this discussion so late at night. However, the call was not mine, 
like yourself, I was drawn into the conversation between our good 
wives; I believe Mrs. Shindler made the call. 

At the time of the call, I only knew of you in connection with Ram Carmi. 
I did not to begin with know that you are the President of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. I am well aware of the long term interest 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and I do believe that 
during our conversation I did compliment you on the excellent work that 
had been undertaken by your colleagues and in particular, Mr. Glen Stein. 

Whilst I am a Board member of the American Association For Ethiopian 
Jews and both approve and admire the work carried out by this organization , 
my interest in Ethiopia is through my membership of the Falasha Welfare 
Association of Great Britain. Our Foard includes our Chief Rabbi, David 
Kessler, the proprietor of the Jewish Chronicle and Ansel Harris, Director 
of Oxfam. Similarly to the A.A.E.J., our efforts on behalf of Ethiopian 
Jewry have stretched over a period of some seven years. During this 
time of heavy, daily commitment, it has often appeared to us that no 
other Jewish organizations would interest themselves in our desperate 
cause. During that period, I have made several visits to Africa and 
through lack of sufficient resources witnessed many newly made African 
friends perish. Forgive me if my observation on the lack of support 
that could have saved these people seemed to you to be self righteous. 
However, I do believe that a detailed study into the recent history of 
this situation would show that very little assistance has ever been given 
to Ethiopian Jews in Ethiopia. Similarly, until November 1983 I am not 
aware of any assistan ce given to Falashas living in Sudan other than by 
the A.A.E.J. 

(6-19) 233-7052 
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However, all this is now history. We are all proud to witness the 
heroic rescue of Falashas from Sudan by Israel. Many organizations 
are now raising funds for the Falashas and I am sure that much needed 
help will reach them shortly. 

When I next visit New York I shall endeavor to make an appointment in 
order that we might meet and discuss this matter more fully. In the 
meantime, should your travels take you to San Diego or to London you 
and Mrs. Schindler would be a very welcome guest at our home and both 
Elizabeth and myself look forward to the pleasure of meeting you. 

Yours sincerely , 

PETER JACKSON 

gy 



Edie Milter 

Fred Cohen 

UAHC ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

Enclosed herewith Is a check for $150. from Miss Frayda Ingber, 
170 West End Avenue, New York, NY 10023. This represents a 

gjft to the famine fund In honor of her colleagues on the staff 
of HUC-JIR. 

\ 

12/31)/84 



non-Jew works for Jewish organization --- ad is her v1s1on of Jewish community concern 

for others --- check sent in memory of her late husband on anniversary of his 39th 
birthday .... 

Ms. Toni Lobue Cabat 
134 Pleasantville Road 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Dear Ms. Cabat: 

December 27, 1984 

Many thanks for your gracious gift to the U~n 

Relief Appeal. We are receiving an overwhelming response from 

the American community to this humanitarian plea. 

I am grateful for your words of conwnendation, even as I 

thank you for honoring the memory of your late husband in so very 

meaningful a manner. 

With heartfelt gratitude and every good wish, l am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



December 27. 1984 

Religious School Students 
Temp le Beth Or 
5315 Creedmor Road 
Raleigh, NC 27612 

Beal an: 

It was wonderful to learn of your loving gift of your 
October, Novemeer and December Tzedakah collection for 
the UAHC Ethiopian Relief effort. For all of us of the 
Union we write to express heartfelt a~preciation for 
your care and concern. 

Your gift will help us to help provide food and shelter 
for the homeless, hu~gry people of Ethiopia. We are 
truly grateful. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings to one and 
al I, we are 

9lncerely, 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
Chairman of the _Board 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
Presl~ent 



TEMPLE BETH OR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
5315 CREEDMOOR RD. 
RALEI GH , NC 27612 
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Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $ / 2 i . 0 0 to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to -snelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $ _____ to assist PROJECT REAP, which is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT REAP) 

3/ Please ' call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medi cal background or access to medical equipm:nt. 



' 

Mr. Hirsch Wartik 
141 East 33rd Street 
New York. NY 10016 

Dear Hirsbh: 

December 26. 1984 

Dick Cohen gave me your address so that I could thank you for the 
magnificent layout of the Ethiopian Hunger Ad which you created 
for the UAHC. All of us are deeply grateful to you. The deeply 
moving drawing which was used to illustrate the ad 1s magnificent 
1n its simplicity. All of us of the Union thank you for sharing 
of your creativity in so generous a manner. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Aihander M. Schindler 



I FROM: 

TO : 

Richard C-::>hen 

1. Alex 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Please return 
Y')ur acti-::>n 
Y:)Ur files 
F'J1· y'Jur inf'J 
Let's discuss 

( ) 
( ) 
~ ) 
( ) 
( ) 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Remarks: 

Dec. 20, 1984 

(and send .me a copy) 
Please write a warm letter of thanks to Mr. Hirsch Wartik 

141 East 33rd St., 
New York, NY 10016 

for his beautiful layout of the Ethiopian 
hunger ad, his deeply moving drawing that we used as an illustration 
and-his generosity in doing it pro bona. 



THE RABBI'S STUDY 

~~, r) ~PLE 

~ B'RITH 

'6f]/ 
"" ELMWOOD AVENUE EOCHESTER. NEW YORK '"" 

244-7060 

December 20, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I saw this very moving advertisement in the New York 
Times. But I also saw articles about "Operation Moses", 
a UJA porject to bring "Falasha", Ethiopian Jews out of 
camps in the Sudan. Which project is the one we should 
support? My congregants are confused. So am I. 

Sincerely, 
.,,..-----, 

~~ 
Ra~ Judea B. 

JBM:nk 
cc: David Saperstein 

Miller 



Rabbi Judea 8. HIiier 
T•ple B'rlth Kodesh 
21 31 E 1 mwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 1~618 

Deat Judea: 

Oecanber 26, 1984 

Thank you for y{)Ur kind words of appreciation for the advertisement 
which we placed In the New York Times for Ethiopian Relief. We are 
getting a superb response to this hwaanltarlan effort. 

I understand the_re has been some confus Ion In regard to the various 
efforts which revolve about the situation In Ethiopia. Let .me try 
to clarl fy : 

1/ UAHC Ethiopian Relief Is a request for funds which will be used 
for the tens of thousands of Ethiopian families who are searching 6or 
sustenance. They have left their homes because of the f•lne and are 
In desperate straits. 

2/ UAHC Project REAP Is our program seeking assistance for Ethiopian 
Jews. They require medical help and other assistance. 

The enclosed Social Action mail Ing on FAMINE IN ETHIOPIA w111 give 
you additional Information cm the programs. 

3/ OPERATION HOSES Is a UJA project seeking to raise funds to bring 
the Jews out of Ethiopia and resettle them In Israel. 

One would have to be a SolCIAIOn to determine ''which project Is the om; 
we should support." All are worthy. All are Important. Funds should 
be given to all of these efforts and we should all give to the very 
best of our ability. 

I hope this has clarified the Issue. 

WI th warm regards and a 11 good w I shes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 
Encl. 

~ JP"_..,,, .J • 

J 
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save one life . . 

A Jewish response 
to the famine 
in Ethiopia. 

' 

l_n flight from famine, -tens of thousands of Ethiopian 
families have left their homes in a desperate 

search for sustenance. By day they sit in the blazing 
African sun. At night they huddle together for 
warmth under the open _sky. 

Millions bf men and women around the world 
have been moved to help. 

Now there is a_ visible Jewish presence in 
confronting the catastrophic starvation in Ethiopia. 

• It is based on the Talmud: To save one Jife is to save 
the world. 

It began in Jerusalem, where a private citizen, 
Abie Nathan, raised $100,000 in a single night to 
buy tents and medicine for Ethiopian famine • 
victims. It continues in America, where the move­
ment of Reform Judaism has pledged to support 
this initiative and help build a complete tent city: 
600 tents plus tons of medical supplies and 

• equipment for 6,000 homeless in Ethiopia. 

;From Jerusalem With. Love' 
The first tents and medical supplies are being 

flown into Ethiopia this month, during the Cha- 11r, 

.nukah holiday. Each tent is imprinted with the 
legend, "From Jerusalem With Love." Each bears the 
Star of David, symbol qf the Jewish people. A team 
of volunteer Israeli physicians is providing medical 
care. 

Food. has been contributed by many govern­
ments, religious groups and voluntary agencies, 
including the ·American Jewish Joint Distribution • 
Committee, which is providing emergenc{clothing 
supplies and meeting urgent medical needs. • 

Saving lives is the uitimate mitzvah in the Jewish 
tradition. Our answer to the horror of massive • . 
famine in Ethiopia cannot be to tum aside or look 

• away. In this season of Chanukah, when Jews 
traditionally exchange gifts with their loved ones, 
let us light an extra candle and give an extra gift. · . 

This will be the most precious gift of ·all-the 
gift of life. 

------------------Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC Ethiopian Relief 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I want to help the victims of starvation in Ethiopia by contributing this check -
for, 

• • 

$360 $180 $90 $72 

,,,o•m 

$36 $18 Other_ I 
I 
I 

CITY,STATE, ZIP 

(Please meke ch,:cks payable to UAHC Ethiopian R,:llf!f. Your gift Is tllx cxductlbl,::) 
I 

.1 ----------------~--This appeal has been initiated by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
composed of 770 Reform synagogues in the United States and Canada. It Is addressed to 
every member of the Jewish community- Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, unllfflllated. 
We lnvitf! as w,11 all oth,r pe~ons who wish to share In this tffort to providf! tmf!t'gf!ncy 
shelt,r and m4idlcal care for the victims of famlnf! In Ethiopia. , . 

I\ I v' 17\ _ .. ,,.. _ _..... ·~-.. ~ .... ..__..~... t '* --- -.-........ ...... 1 1'l.M • ., c &: • "<,t • ◄ tt "W*:ft'd&II a· · 
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Efforts underway to rescue, 
help resettle Ethiopian Jews 
I> MICHAEL IIERE1'11AUM 

WASHINGTON-Th< rescue of a substantial number o f 

Ethiopian J""°·s is unde; •·ay, it appear!I from intrrVitv-·s •ith 

1ovcrnrnent offtciah, Jewish prof~ionili and activists on 

behalf of Ethiopian Jewry. 
Sources in United Jnvish Appeal • ·bo r<fused to be iden­

tified bi nam, ruucst that th, United Je...-ish Appeal ha.I mad, 

a decision to launch a special fundraising campaign for th< 

rescue and resettlement of Ethiopian Jewry . Th• figure men­

tioned i, S60 million . 
Traveller~ ju.st returning from Israel estimate the avcr~c 

ai• of the rescued Jcv,~ as 14. Many of them arc small children, 

and the) arrive in rag, , withmn bauaic . "They arc frail, very 

thin, but their stomachs arc not distended," one tr.1vcllcr said. 

"Theil arms and leS' ar< like stich. But they arc a rel!al peo­

ple . Man y of them nevet wall.ed down r.tep, . Th<) have to 

be taught ho" to negotiate them." 
U.S. government offtcials indic:a1c thal this country will pay 

a significant share of th< transporution and medical expenses 

involved in th< resc11lcment efforts. 
Th, UJA cabinet ba.s been mcctiOf to dctermin< th< rut 

of th• campaign and its relationship to other funclraisinl! drives 

on behalf of Israel. Current plaru project that th< cost of the 

rescu< and resdtlemcnt project~ exceed SIOO million. 
Ecoeolllc Autcrl!y la bnol 

Th• r=tlcment project bas begun at a time of economic 

austerity in hrael. Wage and pritt controls hav« been imp<»­

ed , the government bas cut it.s budget by SI .5 billion, sub­

lidics have been drasticalJy reduced, and, for the first time 

in rea:m yam, tho--< is a specu, of large-seale w,employmcnt. 

The responsibility of American Jewry looms large in thi> rc:scuc 
effon. 

lsracli officials have expressed conom, with th, magnitud< 

Midulel &rrnbtnJm i, opi1UOn pag, editor of tire 

Waslti,rgton Jn,isJ, Wm, wlterr this onici, is appearing 

.simuilaMOIISly. 

of the probletn or re.scttlini educationally deprived and un­

•kllled immlrrants One Israeli sug_oe,aed that the country may 

have lo Nlturn lo the m=barot of the 1950B, which will 

n.-venhelcs, appear as pala= 10 Ethiopian villaj!crs. NcvCT­

theless, Israeli, arc =tain that Ethiopian rcs,ttlemcn1 wiU be 

"a proud chaptCT in th e history of our people ." 

Otini "th< c_,uem, sensitivity of officialdom in Lh< area ," 

official, stressed the need fo r secrecy unti l th< operation is 

completed . They spcciftcally asked that th< narneo of th< coun­

tries involved and th• numbers of Jews now reaching lsra,1 

DOI be published . 
1n the past , th, lsrach government has been aa:wed of drll! · 

g:ini its feet. Activim on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry now ex­

press satisfaction with the gcaje of the rescue cffon. 

C.tastropb, of Blbllcal ProportloM 

What 1ttmed to have brou~r about thi, sudden immigra ­

tion is the droughr which has devastated Ethiopia . 

Accordmg to Rep. Gary Adennan (!)-Queens), who return · 

ed from Elhiopia this past weekend , more than 300,000 Ethic>­

pia.ns have narved to death and the number may reach 

millions. "It 's a catastrophe of mooumaital , biblical propor­

tions," h< said . "It seems lik< th• forces of nature have con­

spired to ...,-cak havoc on the lives of the people ." 

Effons to alleviatt mas, starvation arc oow under way. Last 

wed:, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commin.cr bad 

received permission to Opcrat< feeding stations in the Oon­

dar , th< bomc of most of the 1urvivil!i Ethiopian Jew,, . Ont 
official uld that Joint may feed as many as .W0,000 people . 

PrMously, th, Joint, which u the American Jewub ~ 

muniry's counterpan to Protestant an~ Catholic ~lief qcn­

cics, wa.s denied permission to work in lhe region . 

lsracl bas launched a national drive to help the victims of 

the Ethiopian drought. 
Protnt CommallilJ h,_.li't1Q" 

Durint the past month, protesu on bc:balf of Ethiopian 

Jewry disrupted the O))Cllllll mcetini of the General A5sembly 

of th< Council of Jewish Federation., in Toronto . Americ:m> 

The Best of Florida Living. 
Woodmont. 

Located in Broward Count). on Florida's Gold 
Coast. Woodmont offer.. the best of Florid.i Uving . 

At Woodmont, we 're building the kind of qualil) 
bornei. to fit your lifestyle: 
• Custom or- £.&au, HomtS 

• Villas IX' lo,,nhomes 
• Apartment CoodorniniWIL'i 

When you Iivc at Woodmont. you'U come home to 
the country-<:lub life every d.iy: 
• Two 18-bolt Cbampiooship Golf' Courses 
• 20 All-Weather TtJlllis Coura 
• OIJmpic Sizf Swimming Pool 
• Multi-millioo Dollar Oub Houllt 

Woodmont bas a great location-just south ofunl 

Springs with eas) access to the Florida Turnpike 
and 1-95. 

Wheo you visit Florida, don't miss Woodmont. It is 

the best of Florida Living. 

(9 . -: 
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Coantry Clul, UYiq m sro .. ard c-nti 
~ s--1. ~ 

o.r -1.nfonutioo Cm1,r i, opa, !tom I0,00 Lm. 
lo 5:tll p.m. dall) . l'Mn< JO!' l72J-2JOO. 

Take 1-95 ex Florid. TumpilL< and <111 ar Commcrci>J 
8h1d Go 'wCSl IC\ Univcn1h Dnve. then nonh I½ miles to 

Wbodmont 780 1 N.\\'. 78th St .. Tamanoc. Floncla 33321 
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More ~alashan youngaler> WIi i be pining !his ElhlOPWI )IOUlll In 

lerael N lhe corrent "'9CUO """'1 It 1Uccesaful. 

Association for Ethiopian Jewry leaden had charged that the 

"'established community wa.s insensitive to the problem." 

Shoshana Cardin . the incoming prcsidatt of CJF, respond­

ed , "We art doing eYnything we can without jcopardiz:ill! 

anyone." Ethiopian Jewry bas been a subject of great con­

trovcr')' within recent yc:an, with disputes ber,,,,ecn the 

established J~ community and the AAEJ a.ctivisu erup­

ting ovCT the scop< of the Ethiopian J..,.ry problem and the 

ICriousnesi of the Israeli rescue cfforu. 

-·.1 

Recent reporu bad indicated that mllr' than 12,000 J~ 

had left their home and were being iD housed and ill fed in 

unsanitary refug"" camps . According to one AAEJ official 

more than 2,000 J cws have died . This figure wa.s denied by 

an American official, who claimed that th, number ..,.. "a 

a,upl< of hundred" who 'f>'Crt victims of primitive cooditimu. 

UJ A'• special fundraisin& campaign of Ethiopian Jewry will 

be th• aecond special cffon-in addition to the rqular 

campaign-in th• past three ycan. In the aftemwh of the 

Lebanon war, UJA launched a special fundraisinl! campaign 

which feU significantly sbon of it.s projcct.cd t&.'"iC!-

UJ A officials look forward to the Ethiopian campaign. "It's 

very ocklom that you have a chana, m be a modern-day Mooe. 

and save a people ," one o f them said . D 

Average Rataa for Tues., Dec.,, 1984 
Interest Rates ~ 

180-day Eurodollar C.D. (Jumbo): 10.00 

180-<lay New York C.D. (Jumbo): 10.00 

Prime Rate : • 11 .50 

Money Market Acct. (Elf . yield): 9.38 

Super N.O.W. Account: 6 .50 

Foreign Exchange tc.r U.S. S1 
Israel Sheqel: 590.50 

Deutsche Marie: 3.0915 

Swiss Franc: 2.5485 

Canadian Dollar: 1.3228 
Jape.n~se Y.:r, : 

British Pound ( £ 1) 
Gold · $332.00102 (second London fixing) 

.SilYer. $7.11/oz 

246.95 
$1.2015 

-~ - - - .. .... -- ---- --- ... . ·- - - . .... -----· - - ......... '"'_ - - - ----·-- -- -·- - -·------ ... -- · ·-.. --------- - j 
I 



Mrs. Herta Paulsen 
49 Maplewood Drive 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Dear Mrs. Paulsen: 

December 21. 1984 

!hank you for your gracious contribution to our EthMpian Relief 
Campaign. 

I tend to doubt that we are related. There are two Schindler 
branches - one from East Prussia to Hamburg and Berlin, the 
other from Galicia to Vienna and Bavaria. You appear to stem 
from the former while I am frem tb latter. But then, all Jews 
are related, are they not? 

I hope we will have a chance to meet one of these days. Again, 
my thanks for your kind contribution. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



MRS . HERTA PAULSEN 

49 MAPLEWOOD DRIVE 

AMHERST, MASS. 01002 

I ~. l>-f Q_ ~r "-t'r> J.~_,u_{ 

tJ L ✓ t(_,9----) K . ~ L<--o r· t ~i~ .., 

Li k,"-- 0)1, ~ ~ -/-.~ ;'-C .'.; IT lt. Jf , ~ e. l, 

( Li.Pc l-t ( ),x <.[Y) lz s. C l(; li ~~ { I 

r'! "-- A :.., 1 • Q [<., ro c rs ; 1 '-cl 0 vf4t..e , 

V ~ W t,lt, 0 \J.<. ij'<JO Lt-l .,,...-~ -V ·~ 

'I.I\ ,=:i ,j\_, U h.~J , o.-( ~" 

{r 4l~ ~i~ J fh.,,J f'I • 

!?J) r '1-. 
r ;,i (I ~ '-fYl~ ~ 

1~~/Q~c ~~ 





, 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan I. Karten 
9620 S. W. 60th Court 
Miami, FL 33156 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Karten: 

December 19, 1984 

Thts is to .acknowledge with heartfelt appreciation 

your generous gift of $400. to the UAHC Ethiopian_ Rel tef Fuod. We --
are grateful for your aelp in seeking to alleviate the great suffer­

ing being endured by the people of Ethiopia. 

With best "''shes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, 

, 
Edith J. Miller December 7, 1984 

Al Vorspan/Ruth Harrison 
~ 

Enclose 
It is a 
of 9530 
Hanukah 
of 9620 

s my check for $400. payable to UAHC Ethiopian Relief. 
contribution from Bernard and Deborah Cohen (Mr. and Mrs.) 
w. w. 95th eourt, Mi~mi, Florida 33176 and represents a 
gift in honor of Alan and Donna (Mr. and Mrs.) Alan Karten 
s. w. 60th Court, Miami, F~orida 33156. 

Please see that the Cohens receive an acknowledgement and that the 
Kartens are advised of this gift in their honor. Many thanks. 



, 

, 

Mr. & Mrs. Alnn I< rten 
9620 s. W. 60th Cour.t 
!:"i::iti:f. fo'Jorida J315' 

Dear Hl". anu Hrs. Karten, 

December 12, 1984 

You will be happy and touched to know t st 
a o .tri· utl n. ~ i:s ade i. yom· l1onc"!' - as a Chanuiiu:1h 
gi.ft - to UAHC Ethiopian elief by Bernard aud D borah 
Cohen. 

li'e • m:it to e q;re s our pro::ollpd f!!"'Pl:' .d.ation 
to Nr . and Mrs . Cohen (in this letter) for their ef­
for-:r~ tc JJ J e·,J .ta :;uf!:f!r~ .. r..g in ri:t.M.opi, . And I am 
eur you wil_ agree th:u: tb.crc cGn be no fl.ner gift 
for L11anukah. 

l ..:r11 atta,!h"-• g ·h lat al! about the Abie 
Nathan t nt vill ge; 11-ch l!h~:Ja fundo will help to 
crcatH e.n,1 E..u~.t..-..ir,. 

1-.V:rh 
encl. 
cc: Mr. Mrs . errlt!~d Ccbcn 
bee: Edith Miller 

Sincerely. 

Albert Vorspan 



Rabbi Alexander M. S~hindler 
Albert Vorspan 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 

December ts. 1984 

Juat a note to let you know that Abddl Mohamed of the Ethioptan Mission 
"'E" ~ 

called me up to thank u fn behalf of the Government for our ad and the 

help 1n which we arl extending~ the Eth1op1an people. 



Edith J. Miller 

Ruth Harrison 

December 17, 1984 

.---·--

Enclosed herewith f~r Ethiopian Emergency Food Drive a ckeck 
for $125.- from Tern le Beth-El, Cape Coral, Florida and 
$750.- from The Congr ation Beth Israel in West Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Inasmuch as they came with special letters to Rabbi Schindler, 
we will thank them from this office. 

\' 
\ 

'\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 



/ 
Edith J. MJ111er 

Al Vorspan 

December 13, 1984 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

Enclosed Is a check payable to the UAHC in the sum of $1,000. 
from Louis E. Wolfson, P.O. Box 4, lacksonvllle, FL 32201. He 
notes in his letter to Alex that he learned the UAHC is raising 
funds for the tragic situation In Ethiopia and his gift is to 
be used for the purpose. 

Alex will be ~rltlng to say thank you but I presume there is 
also a fhanl you from the Fund. 



Ms. Narjerle Grossbarth 
President 
Temple Sh'arey Shalom 
78 So. Springfield Avenue 
Springfield, NJ 07081 

Dear Ms. Grossbarth: 

December 12, 1984 

The enclosed copy •fa memo which ts being malled to the 

personneA,-noted, Is self-explanatory. In addition, copies 

of the UNION R solution on Ethiopian Relief are being sent 

to te.mple presidents In the regular packets which go forth 

from the UAHC House of living Judaism. 

We have been Involved In working In behalf of the Jews of 

Ethiopia for quite a long time. Some of our efforts have 

been In ~oncert with other organizations so our role Is not 

always highlighted, but we hav ke,, the leaders of our move· 

ment and our eongregatlons Informed of _a11 activities. 

I trust you saw the story which was carried In the New York 

Times yesterday. God wllllng, within a very brief time frame 

all of the remaining Jews of Ethiopia will reach Israel. 

Wtth appreciation for your concern and assurance that your 

Union Is doing everything posslble In regard to the Jews as 

well as those Ethiopians who are suffering from the dreadful 

f am I ne, I am 
llncerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi 

JOSHUA GOLDSTEIN 

Cantor 

IRVING KRAMERMAN 

Educational Director 

ELAINE SNEPAR 

Music Director 

RON BROWN 

Temple 
Sha'arey 

78 So. Springfield Avenue 

Shalom 
Springfield, New Jersey 07081 

(201) 379-5387 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Shindler, 

December Sr 1984 

We, the Board of Trustees and members of Temple Sha \ arey Shalom, 
Springfield, New Jersey, are most concerned about the plight of 
the Ethiopian Jews. 

please utilize the resources of your good office to assist these 
beleaguered people to attain their goal of immigration to the 
State of Israel. We hope that you will do all in your power for 
humanitarian reasons. 

Thank you for your assistance in this urgent matter .. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ OS~ 

President 

MG:rh 



FROM: 

i 
TO: 

I MESSAGE 

Irs. Virgini S. Brill 
2900 ilakefield Way 
Col bus, Georgia 31906 

bbi exander Sci dler 

7 

U1.1i.ort of etican Hebrew· C-ongr - gations ~ r - • • 

ecember 12, 1~84 
DATE: ________________ _ 

ATTENTION: ______________ _ 

SUBJECT: ______ __,. _____ _,.... __ _ 
~1 • 

----leas-e-adcVV'ili;HS-ee,-...;;;te-W¼lrei'lr-i;cH' -ri ... lior ·~o/u l,egiB, Ittwo -

e-a- -rel-e~---aj-ect fo~ Religi-ous-Sea.ool. egin to eollee-t-f..uud-5-we---ne~ 
tne title of the project so th t e can send t.ie da ah tote correct fund. o it 

lpf-u-l.-t-o-aav:e-----1,;.ome-wt:4-t---t~o-m.a-t-i.--Ga-S . at- the ch--~ will feal a--pa,~-G-1~,a;lcS----

undertaking. Thank you for your l elp. The ten city idea is very exciti g. 

Adminstrator, Temple Isra ligious Sc oo 

--
SIGNED: 

to thoe designated, your rabbi may have r eceived it by now. In any event, 
funds for the vict ims of the famine in Ethiopia can be sent here with a 

notation for UAHC ETHIOPIAN RELIEF aND FUNDS FOR THE Jews of Ethiopia can 

___ ........ ...._....,......,_i, g n a t e d f o r U AH C PRO J EC T RE AP ~ - ~_,_.....,...,,__'f-V..,._....,....;-,__......+u-• ......... _,,_..Q- ....,,___ 

your concern . 

DATE: 

H I STACOUNT CORP . , MELVILLE , N, Y , 11746 FORM NO . SK-1 PERSON ADDRESSED RETURN THIS COPY TO SENDER 
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Chairman 
Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 

President 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Honorary Chairmen 
Judge Emil N. Baar 
Dr. S.S . Hollender 
Earl Morse 
Matthew H. Ross 

Immediate Past Chairman 
Donald S. Day 

Vice-Chairpersons 
Robert L. Adler 
David W . Belin 
Allan B. Goldman 
Joseph Kleiman 
Lill ian Maltzer 
Ronald M .· Mankoff 
Melvin Merians 
Norman D. Schwartz 
Gilbert Titles 
Dr. Paul Vanek 

Honorary Vice-Chairmen 
Hyman J . Bylan 
Max L. Koeppel 

Vice-President 
Albert Vorspan 

Treasurer 
Howard M. Wilkoff 

Associate Treasurer 
L. Kenneth Rosett 

Administrative Secretary 
Theodore K. Broida 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK , N.Y . 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES : UNIONUAHC 

To: Rabbis, Social Action Chairs , O::mni.ssion on Social 
Action, CCAR Comnittee on Justice and Peace, CRCs 

Fran: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr., Chairman of the UAHC 
Board of Trustees 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President of the UAHC 

Date: Decanber 10, 1984 

Subject: FAMINE IN ETHIOPIA 

An extraordinary Jewish response to the calami.tous famine in 
Ethiopia is now unioiclrng . ... a tent vill age is being planned 
which will be erected near a feeding station in drought-stricken 
Ethiopia with f-t.mds raised from the Jewish public in Israel and 
the United States. Conceived and inspired by .Abie Na.than, famed 
Israeli hunanitarian, • the village will be served by doctors and 
medical personnel who have already volt.mteered in Israel. They 
will be augmented by doctors , nurses and others mo will be 
asked to serve £ran the United States. The tents will be flown 
in £ran Israel and will be marked ''FRCM JER.USALF11 wrrn LOVE" and 
will be s~ed with a Shield of David. 

The UAHC, through its Board of Trustees , has resolved to partici­
pate in this t.miquely Jewish mdertaking (resolution attached). 
We have pledged to raise a rnin:inrum of $100,000 toward the goal 
of $300,000 needed to establish a nndel village of 600 tents to 
shelter 6,000 people. Since these fmds may not be drawn £ran 
the UAHC budget, we tum to individuals within and outside our 
nnvement, for man the saving of hunan life is the ultimate MITZVAH. 

We urge you to: 

1) Publish this letter in your tanple bull0r in or reproduce it and 
send it to your congregants; 

2) It would be nnst helpful and effective if the rabbi would preach 
on this project, preferably on Shabbat Chanukah ; 

3) Utilize the holiday of Chanukah as an occasion for concem.ed 
Jews to make a gift of life by writing a check to UAHC ETIIIOPIAN 
RELIEF; and/or 

4) Ask the children of the rel igious school to mdertake a special 
Keren Ami pr oject to save the children of Ethiopia. 



UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES December 2, 1984 

ETHIOPIA RELIEF 

Saving human lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish tradition. There­
fore, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has followed with a deep­
ening sense of horror and alarm the reports of massive famine in Ethiopia 
and elsewhere in Africa. 

Accordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of Am~rican Hebrew Congre­
gations, meeting in Bal Harbour, Florida, on December 2, 1984: 

1/ Expresses its profound gratitude for the moral audacity of Abie Nathan, 
Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a visible Jewish presence in 
Ethiopia by creating a tent village in which Ethiopians will be sheltered 
and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel who volunteer within Israel 
and the American Jewish community; 

2/ Pledges its active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking 
to raise at least $100,000 from concerned individuals within our community 
and the Jewish public at large. These funds will be added to those already 
raised by the Israeli public. 

While mobilizing our movement on behalf of this urgent universal challenge 
of feeding the hungry, we will, of course, continue our own UAHC efforts to 
meet the particular needs of the historic Jewish community of Ethiopia. Ac­
cordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations: 

3/ Conrnends the Commission on Social Action for the establishment of PROJECT 
REAP, which is the Reform movement's Ethiopian Jewry assistance program. The 
first group of doctors under this project has just returned from Ethiopia, 
having provided needed spot medical care in the Jewish villages and having 
distributed hundreds of pounds of medical equipment. The Board of the Union 
expresses its appreciation and commendation to Ors. Joseph Schuster and 
Jonathan Ostrow, both of Seattle, Washington. Additional trips of doctors 
are now being organized and will be continued until the crisis is resolved. 
Medical personnel for this purpose will continue to be encouraged to volun­
teer, and congregations will continue to be called upon to contribute finan­
cially to make this effort possible. 



. . . 
- 2 -

These tent cities are needed because hundreds of thousands have fled their vil­
lages in search of food at the feeding stations. These stations do not have the 
facilities to provide shelter for the people who are left to the forces of na­
ture. This has made a terrible situation -worse. Mr. Nathan' s plan is to build 
the tent cities by making use of Isra,eli tents, blankets, field kitchens and 
field hospitals. He believes that if one nodel city can be built, then the va­
rious relief organizations operating in Ethiopia will pick up on the idea and 
arrange independently for additional tent cities. He has raised over $100,000 
fran donations in Israel alone and is asking for American Jews to help him raise 
the balance. Please let people know that this uniquely Jewish effort is avail­
able for their support. Checks should be made payable to UAHC EI'HIOPIAA RELIEF 
and sent to 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021. 

While marshalling energies for this great universal effort, we also are ccntinu­
ing our particular efforts for Ethiopian Jews. As part of PROJECT RF.AP (Reform 
M:w€!1leilt's Ethiopian Jewcy Assistance Program), we recently sent two doctors for 
a two-week mission to provide on the spot medical care in the Jewish villages. 
Dr. Joseph Schuster (the social action chair for the UAHC Pacific Northwest 
Council) and Dr. Jonathan Ostrow, internist fran Seattle, returned to the States 
early this lIO[lth and are available, as their schedules pennit, for speaking 
engagE'!lletlts. 

We are now plarming future trips of doctors to leave for Ethiopia. If you know 
of medical persormel who might be interested in participating in this program, 
please contact Glenn Stein, at the Religious Action Center, 2027 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW, Washington, D. C. 20036 • (202/ 387-2800). The expenses for these 
trips are paid out of the $200 congregations contribute as they join the RF.AP 
program. Please encourage your congregation to join in this effort as well. 

Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $..------.---..- to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to shelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $-~----- to assist PROJECT RF.AP, which is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT RF.AP) 

3/ Please call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medical background or access to medical equipna1t. 

Name----------------,-
Congregation __________ _ 

Address ---------------
City/Town __________ _ 

City, State, Zip __________ _ Personal telephone _______ _ 



Light one candle, 
save one life. 
A Jewish response 
to the famine 
in Ethiopia. 
I n fl ight from famine, tens of thousands of Ethiopian 

families have left their homes in a desperate 
search for sustenance. By day they sit in the blazing 
African sun. At night they huddle together for 
warmth under the open sky. 

Millions of men and women around the world 
have been moved to help. 

Now there is a visible Jewish presence in 
confronting the catastrophic starvation in Ethiopia. 
It is based on the Talmud: To save one life is to save 
the world. 

Food has been contributed by many govern­
ments, religious groups and voluntary agencies, 
including the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, which is providing emergency clothing 
supplies and meeting urgent medical needs. 

Saving lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish 
tradition. Our answer to the horror of massive 
famine in Ethiopia cannot be to turn aside or look 
away. In this season of Chanukah, when Jews 
traditionally exchange gifts with their loved ones, 
let us light an extra candle and give an extra gift. 

This will be the most precious gift of all-the 
gift of life. 

It began in Jerusalem, where a private citizen, 
Abie Nathan, raised $100,000 in a single night to 
buy tents and medicine for Ethiopian famine 
victims. It continues in America, where the move­
ment of Reform Judaism has pledged to support 
this initiative and help build a complete tent city: 
600 tents plus tons of medical supplies and 
equipment for 6,000 homeless in Ethiopia. 

------------------

'From Jerusalem With Love' 
The first tents and medical supplies are being 

flown into Ethiopia this month, during the Cha­
nukah holiday. Each tent is imprinted with the 
legend, "From Jerusalem With Love." Each bears the 
Star of David, symbol of the Jewish people. A team 
of volunteer Israeli physicians is providing medical 
care. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC Ethiopian Relief 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 

I want to help the victims of starvation in Ethiopia by contributing this check 
for: 
$360 $180 $90 $72 $36 $18 Other_ 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(Please make checks payable to UAHC Ethiopian Re lief. Your gift is tax deductible.) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ------------------

This appeal has been initiated by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
composed of 770 Reform synagogues in the United States and Canada. It is addressed to 
every member of the Jewish community-Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, unaffiliated. 
We invite as well all other persons who wish to share in this effort to provide emergency 
shelter and medical care for the victims of famine in Ethiopia. 



• 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert Vorspan 
May 9, dl984 

Enclosed is the letter on Ethiopian Jewry which you wre to transmit to 

Abe Bayer. Thanks for taking care of this matter. 



Professor Elliott Levine 
Winnipeg Committee for 

Ethiopian Jews 
893 Kingston Crescent 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2M OT7 Canada 

Blee r E 11 i o tt : 

May 9, 1984 

Thank you for your recent letter In regard to Ethiopian Jewry. Be 
assured I am looking Into this matter and I seek to obtain a response 
to the issue you raised. I '11 keep you posted. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



· Winnipeg Committee for ·Ethiopian Jews 
, , .1 24 6-Stgffo~d St., Winnipeg, Manitoba RlM 2K4 3 9 3 ~"',J z'o,... ~ 5 • 

Telephone: (204) ~233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) "'-'~G~ ~ ~; 

Chairman 

Prof. Ell iott Levine 

Members 

April 27th 1984 

RABBI Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y . 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I write with some urgency . 

Last month I re~all indicating in conversation that 7,000 "falashas" 
had reportedly left Gondar region with 2,800 confirmed in Sudan. 

Dozens of letters and two telex's indicate that a least :l,~00 (with 
possibly 6-7000) have got thru . These are largely~ly groups that 
took longer in transit than usual . Baruch Tegegne's sister & two 
children arrived in Montreal on JIAS sponsorship from Addis last week, 
she continues to report that no more than 3,000 remain virtually all 

Donald Aronovitch of these the old & the young the able bodied have left. 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 

• Joseph Secter 

While full confirmation remains, the residual secondary route run by 
Israel (204 rescued this past month) is clearly inadequate to the task-
a 2- 3yr transit time will see too many perish. The present gov't appears 
to desire no "complications" prior elections, the prospects of a labor 
win are- given their history/constituency on this issue-chilling. 

( It is but 4 mo . since 25,000 officially remained in Gondar, 2 mo . 
since the revision down to 17,000, clearly a qualitative shift demand­
ing new initiative is occuring . Of course Israel should be given every 
credit for a credible job last Oct-Feb given the numbers available1 to be 
rescued and actually rescued at the time . This exemplary effort (that 
eventually cost one, and possibly two, agents) now no longer in place, & 
the best ever, would not be adequate to the current need ! ) 

It thus appears that Israeli assurances re :appropriate prompt action 
to clear the Sudan must now be vigorously "called in". While ambassadors 
are not always briefed, Mossad intelligence is at least as current as mine 
(often sources are identical). Given the magnitude of the problem it now 
seems time that the political will be mustered to act ... a 24 hr military 
operation to clear the Sudan is logistically possible. With the Gondar 
Exodus completed this option should, I believe, be urged. I pray that 
you will join in counselling effective action at this time to the high-
est authorities. 

With warm regards, 

"As you save a sin1;le soul, you redeem rhe 11·orld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be made to the Fund in Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (2121 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

To: Rabbis, Social Action Chairs, Coomission on Social 
Action, CCAR Coomittee on Justice and Peace, CRCs 

Fran: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr., Chainnan of the UAHC 
Board of Trustees 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President of the UAl£ 

Date: Decarber 10, 1984 

Subject: FAMINE rn EI'HIOPIA 

.An extraordinary Jewish response to the calamitous famine in 
Ethiopia is now uiir'o!afug .... a tent village is being planned 
which will be erected near a feeding station in drought-stricken 
Ethiopia with funds raised fran the Jewish public in Israel and 
the lliited States. Qnceived and inspired by Abie Na.than, famed 
Israeli hunanitarian, the village will be served by doctors and 
medical personnel ~ have already volunteered in Israel. 'lliey 
will be augµai.ted by doctors, nurses and others ~ will be 
asked to serve fran the lliited States. Th.e tents will be flown 
in frcm Israel and will be marked ''Fru:M JERUSALEM WITH LOVE" and 
will be stamped with a Shield of David. 

'1he UAHC, through its Board of Trustees, has resolved to partici­
pate in this uniquely Jewish undertaking (resolution attached). 
We have pledged to raise a mininun of $100,000 toward the goal 
of $300,000 needed to establish a nndel village of 600 tents to 
shelter 6,000 people. Since these funds may not be drawn fran 
the UAHC budget, we turn to individuals within and outside our 
m:,vement, for whan the saving of hunan life is the ultimate MITZVAH. 

We urge yqu to: 

1) Publish this letter in your temple bullc>rin or reproduce it and 
send it to your congregants; 

2) It would be rwst helpful and effective if the rabbi would preach 
on this project, preferably on Shabbat Chanukah; 

3) Utilize the holiday of Chanukah as an occasion for concerned 
Jews to make a gift of lif~ by writmg a check to UAHC ETIIIOPIAN 
RELIEF; and/or 

4) Ask the children of the religious school to undertake a special 
Keren Ami project to save the children of Ethiopia. 



UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES December 2, 1984 

ETHIOPIA RELIEF 

Saving human lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish tradition. There­
fore, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has followed with a deep­
ening sense of horror and alarm the reports of massive famine in Ethiopia 
and elsewhere in Africa. 

Accordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congre­
gations, meeting in Bal Harbour, Florida, on December 2, 1984: 

1/ Expresses its profound gratitude for the moral audacity of Abie Nathan, 
Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a visible Jewish presence in 
Ethiopia by creati.ng a tent village in which Ethiopians will be sheltered 
and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel who volunteer within Israel 
and the American Jewish conmunity; 

2/ Pledges its active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking 
to raise at least $100,000 from concerned individuals within our community 
and the Jewish public at large. These funds will be added to those already 
raised by the Israeli public. 

While mobilizing our movement on behalf of this urgent universal challenge 
of feeding the hungry, we will, of course, continue our own UAHC efforts to 
meet the particular needs of the historic Jewish c011111unity of Ethiopia. Ac­
cordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations: 

3/ Commends the Commission on Social Action for the establishment of PROJECT 
REAP, which is the Reform movement's Ethiopian Jewry assistance program. The 
first group of doctors under this project has just returned from Ethiopia, 
having provided needed spot medical care in the Jewish villages and having 
distributed hundreds of pounds of medical equipment. The Board of the Union 
expresses its appreciation and commendation to Ors. Joseph Schuster and 
Jonathan Ostrow, both of Seattle, Washington. Additional trips of doctors 
are now being organized and will be continued until the crisis is resolved. 
Medical personnel for this purpose will continue to be encouraged to volun­
teer, and congregations will continue to be called upon to contribute finan­
cially to make this effort possible. 
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These tent cities are needed because hundreds of thousands have fled their vil­
lages in search of food at the feeding stations. These stations do not have the 
facilities to provide shelter for the people who are left to the forces of na­
ture. This has ma.de a terrible situation worse. Mr. Nathan's plan is to build 
the tent cities by making use of Isra,eli tents, blankets , field kitchens and 
field hospitals. He believes that if one mJdel city can be built, then the va­
rious relief organizations operating in Ethiopia will pick up on the idea and 
arrange independently for additional tent cities. He has raised over $100,000 
fran donations in Israel alone and is asking for .American Jews to help him raise 
the balance. Please let people know that this uniquely Jewish effort is avail­
able for their support. Checks should be ma.de payable to UAHC EI'HIOPIAN RELIEF 
and sent to 838 Fifth Avenue, New York~ New York 10021. 

While marshalling energies for this great universal effort, we also are continu­
ing our particular efforts for Ethiopian Jews. As part of PROJECT RF.AP (Reform 
M:wE!Deilt's Ethiopian Jf?.ilcy Assistance Program), we recently sent two doctors for 
a two-week mission to provide on the spot medical care in the Jewish villages. 
Dr. Joseph Schuster (the social action chair for the UAHC Pacific Northwest 
Council) and Dr. Jonathan Ostrow, internist fran Seattle, returned to the States 
early this m:mth and are available, as their schedules permit, for speaking 
engagE!DeiltS. 

We are now plarming future trips of doctors to leave for Ethiopia. If you know 
of medical personnel who might be interested in participating in this program, 
please contact Glenn Stein, at the Religious Action Center, 2027 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW Washin ton, D. C. 20036 • (202/ 387-2800). The expenses for these 
trips are pai out o t congregations contribute as they join the RF.AP 
program. Please encourage your congregation to join in this effort as well. 

Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $ ______ to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to shelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $,-,-------.-...----- to assist PROJECT RF.AP, ~ch is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT RF.AP) 

3/ Please call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medical background or access to medical equiµnent. 

Name--------------~ 
Congregation __________ _ 

Address ---------------
City/Town ___________ _ 

City, State, Zip · __________ _ Personal telephone _______ _ 
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Mr. Albert Vorspan, Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 

CONFIDENTIAL 

New York, NY 10021 

Dear Al: 

As per your request of May 11, here are my reactions to the urgent 
communication of Prof. Elliot Levine of Canada to Alex Schindler. 
Indeed, as Levine suggests, a qualitative and quantitative series of 
shifts have taken place in the situation of Ethiopian Jews in the 
last six months, but not in the sequence indicated nor with regard to 
the numbers of arrivals quoted. Here is the situation as we see it: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

At the beginning of the year, the refugee camps were almost 
totally cleared of Ethiopian Jews who were brought to Israel 
by the Israeli unit responsible for rescue. 

Soon afterwards, the ongoing hostilities of various nationalist 
and irredentist revolutionary groups intensified so that the 
central-government control almost collapsed, especially in the 
areas of the large Jewish villages in the Gondar. Jews and 
others began to flow across the borders again in large numbers, 
and by April, the Jewish population in the camps had doubled. 
It has now almost tripled (about 6,000 may be there). 

Israeli units responded concurrently, bringing large groups to 
Israel for several weeks. NJCRAC has been monitoring this sit­
uation closely and is continually updating Jewish leadership 
(see attached NJCRAC mailing). 

Prof. Levine's numbers are inaccurate. The amount he quotes for 
April isn't even half the actual number brought to Israel. The 
numbers he gives for those left in Ethiopia are also incorrect; 
there are much fewer that he indicates. The kind of operation 
Levine asks for was probably in place a long time ago. They have 
been doing everything possible for some years now. 

4. Today, all the political parties know clearly of the strong desire 
of both Israel and world Jewry that rescue continue and increase 
as rapidly as possible. The Israeli "elections", as Prof. Levine 
puts it, are not restraining factors, and to suggest politics is 
to say that Israel acts only under pressure and must continue to 
be pressured~-a line which we reject. 

5. The moral and political "will to act" doesn't need to be mustered. 
The will to rescue all Ethiopian Jews has been proven by the 

cooperation in the common cause of Jewish community relations 
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numbers arriving each year since 1979 when they were first found in the 
refugee camps. 6,500 souls now in Israel is the best evidence. 

6. We believe that the "Gondar Exodus" is not over yet. Dedicated and skilled 
Israelis are working 24 hours a day to keep movement going. However, such a 
rescue effort, conducted in hostile territory, is not a fine-tuned emigration 
operation with established quotas, moving in an orderly and legal fashion. 

7. Prof. Levine's sources of information are not quite identical to Israel's. 
Even those coming from the refugee camps, whom Levine is in contact with 
through the AAEJ, do not have the total picture. The Israelis have the 
"geshtalt"--view--the access of a sovereign nation, which is not available 
to private groups; but 6,500 olim are openly visible. 

8. No doubt conditions in the refugee camps are very difficult. How could it 
be otherwise when the numbers have tripled in such a short period of time? 
You can imagine what it must mean to collect, sustain, protect, hide and 
then move such large numbers of people, in the midst of 600,000 non-Jewish 
refugees who watch as Falashas mysteriously receive better treatment .. 
then disappear; so the hostility and erratic movement is understandable. 

In the last two weeks, I have met with on-site workers and the new chairperson 
of the Israel Public Council on Ethiopia. Their reports, in addition to ones re­
ceived from U.S. Government sources, give one hope for the total redemption of 
Beta Yisroel in the foreseeable future. With 6,500 already in Israel and 6,000 
in the refugee camps, more than half the number of Ethiopian Jews are already 
out of Ethiopia, E!. which amount more than 50 percent are actually free in Israel-­
an incredible record for the Israelis. 

AJB:tn 
enclosure 

ID 

Warmest personal regards, 

m J. Bayer 
tor, International Commission 
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Mr. Abraham Bayer 
N. J. C. R. A. C. 
443 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Abe: 

May 10, l 984 

Please give me your com~ents qn the 

attached, so Alex can respond positively. 

Alex was favorably impressed f?y this 

guy and doesn't want to just finesse the 

response. 

AV:rh 
encl. 

Thanks for your help. 

Cordi a 11 y, 

Albert Vorspan 
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·1 MEMORANDUM 
From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To Albert Vorspan 

Date May -9, 1984 

,1n1N 
nn;l'', 

nr.,ip.no 
ilj.J'1Y..1NJ 

Enclosed is the letter on Ethiopian Jewry which you are to transmit to 

Abe Bayer. Thanks for taking care of this matter. 

~ ~ 
I" 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Winnipeg ·committee for Ethiopian Jews 

Chairman 

Prof. Ell iott Levine 

Members 

~t., Winnipeg, Mcnitoba R3M 2K1 3 9 3 ~;,,/,J z'o~ ~s • 
Telephone: (204) ~233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext 248) tv_f G- ~ ~~ 

April 27th 1984 .-

RABBI Alexander M; -Schindler, Preside9t 
Union of American ·Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindl~T, 

I write with some urgency. 

• /c.2,J.,,'1 0 ,, 

Last month I recall indicating in conversation that 7,000 "falashas" 
had reportedly left Gondar region with 2,800 confirmed in Sudan. 

Dozens of letters and two telex's indicate that a least 'J,~00 (with 
poss~bly 6-7000) have got thru. These are largely~ly groups that 
took longer in transit than.usual. Baruch Tegegne's sister & two 
children arrived in Montreal on JIAS sponsorship from Addis last week, 
she continues to report that no more than 3,000 remain virtually all Donald Aronovitch of these the old & the young the able bodied have left. Marcia Cogan 

Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose . 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Seder 

' 

While full confirmation remains, the residual secondary rqute run by 
Israel (204 rescued this past month) is clearly inadequate to the task-
a 2-3yr transit time will see too many perish. The present gov't appears 
to desire no "complications" prior elections, the prospects of a labor 
win are-given their history/constituency on this issue-chilling. 

( It is but 4 mo. since 25,000 officially remained in Gondar, 2 mo. 
since the revision down to 17,000, clearly a qualitative shift demand­
ing new initiative is occuring. Of course Israel should be given every 
credit for a credible job last Oct-Feb given the numbers available i to be 
rescued and actually rescued at the time. This exemplary effort (that 
ev entually cost one, and possibly two, agents) now no longer in place, & 
the best ever, would not be adequate to the current need!) 

I t thus appears that Israeli assurances re:appropriate prompt action 
to clear the Sudan must now be vigorously "called in". While ambassadors 
are not always briefed, Mossad intelligence is at least as current as mine 
(often sources are identical). Given the magnitude of the problem it now 
seems time that the political will be mustered to act ... a 24 hr military 
operation to clear the Sudan is logistically possible. With the Gondar 
Exodus completed this option should, I believe, be urged. I pray that 
you will joi n i n counsel ling effective action at this time to the high-
est author i t i es. ~-

With warm regards, 

"As you sa,,e a sin}?le soul, you redeem the ll'orld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be mode to the Fund In Aid of Ethiopian Jews 
c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 



Professor Elliott Levine 
Winnipeq Cormtittee for 
Ethiopian \Jews 
215 Stafford Street 
·Ji nni peg, Manitoba R3M 2Kl 
Canada 

Dear El 1 iott: 

May 24, 1984 

I was unable to get back to you by telephone and I thank you for your 
letter of May 15. 

You should know that we have received some very encouraging reports 
from Israel. Apparently some good things are going on. I'm dashing 
off for a UAHC program and thus am merely writing to let you know 
that things are looking better. 

I \las delighted to learn about your new rabbi and I do hope that it 
will be a good shidach. 

Hith warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,Winnipeg Colllmittee for ·Ethiopian Jews 
, 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

Donald Aronovitch 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Phi lip Schachter 
Joseph Secter 

215 Stafford St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 2K1 
Telephone: (204) 489-2352, 233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) 

May 15th . 1984 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler , President 
U. A. H. C. 
838 Fifth Ave 
New York N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

Thank you for your ref ply of May 9th . If you have not yet been 
been informed I pass on the following . Subsequent to the inter­
diction of both supply routes for several weeks (coincident with 
the· claim-repeated by B'nai B' rith that only a handful were 
left) during which time thousands made their exodus, there was 
reinstitution of the "minor " route . Then 384 children were 
landed in a single operation (thereby reinstituting the major 
route) the next week a further 330 were landed, I have not 
checked this past weeks activities as yet . It seems fair to 
note that Shamir has given a green light for the ongoing Sudan 
clearance. At this rate there will need to be a continuous flow 
for the next 4-5 months ... with no reduction due to difficulties 
raised by : Khaddaffi , rainy season, Israeli elections etc . 

The other problems relate to the marginal mobility of those 
remaining. Funds and etc . are being moved by some to help in 
the Gondar, medical aid is also in process . I do not believe 
adequate provision has yet been made for the few thousand­
perhaps as few as 3,000 remaining . Mobility for those near 
Addis is more logistical than. physical condition~ related . Both 
AAEJ and CAEJ have recently been able to obtain exit paper on 
more reasonable terms . I'd guess we are still looking at dozens 
and not lOO ' s per month this way. We in Wpg. have tecently 
funded one of these "packages". Full costs may now prove to 
run closer to $1,000 ~ , 

Some here are nervous re labours committment .. . . I ex(pect there 
will be politicking in Israel the next month or so re this . 

Tracy Klirs will be our new rabbi and there is full hearted sup­
port in the congregation for this venture. I hope she will be 
able to thrive on the challenge, Neal Rose (a ctte. member, chief 
of Rabbinic council , and former head of our school, is most 
enthusiastic and supportive ... Tracy has requested him as "mentor" 
etc . Neal is a mensch so hopefully Tracy will productively settle 

~~~lerely, ~ 
"As you save a sin,?le soul, you redeem the ll'Orld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be made to the Fund in Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 
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Professor Elliott Levine 
finnipeg Committee for 
Ethiopian -~s 

ta ord Street 
Winnipeg . Manitoba R3N 0S1 
Canada 

Dear Professor Levine: 

April 11, 1984 

I., too, am delight d that we had an opportwiity to meet. And I thank you for taking the time to write and to share with me the information in regard to my inquiry on the guide fee. This is very helpful and I thank you. 

l't'i th every good wish for a sweet and beautiful Passover, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Winnipeg Committee for Ethiopian Jews 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

Donald Aronovitch 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Secter 

215 Stafford St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 2K1 
Telephone: (204) l~I~. 233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) 

March 28th , 1984 . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838- Sth Ave . 
NYC-NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

It was a distinct pleasure meeting with you yesterday . 

I have made inquiry re : the matter of $75 guide fee you 
asked about and can report positively in the matter. 

It seems that a variety of options face those embarking 
on the route , (these include-1 - going it alone- 2- being 
guided by a fellow " falasha "-3- accompanying a trader- 4-
engaging a paid guide .. obviously nice if you can afford 
the equivalent fee of a years wages/income per head ! ). 

The problem as I observed is to identify beforehand a 
reliable contact/conduit for transfer of funds . If your 
inquiry concerned Mr . Glen Stein of New Jersey I am 
informed that he had such reliable contact . If Mr . Stein 
was not the party referred to , you may wish to contact 
him .. the AAEJ ' s Chicago office can direct you to him . 

My information is that in general some are still being 
intercepted, thus a guide is a desireable insurance . The 
Gondar "contact" used by Mr . Stein has proven to be rel­
able in the past (ie . funds paid him on behalf of specific 
individuals have subsequently seen those individuals landed 
safely in Israel) , the funds recently moved by Stein have 
not yet resulted in the confirmed landing in Israel . I 
note that no one was moved from Sudan to Israel between 
the group of 410 Feb . 6th and the group of 80 reported out 
last week . With thousands now in the camps final confirm­
ation may reasonbly take further time. 

I would like to use this opportunity to make two further 
observations . Over time there is agreement between my data 
sources and official Israeli counts . Usually there has 

"As you save a sin!(le soul, you redeem the 1\'0rld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be mode to the Fund In Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A. Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 
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been some delay in the matter of Israeli confirmation of 
Sudan camp occupants and earlier "falasha" accounts. 
Non jewish sources in Ethiopia provide confirmation and 
information etc. by 'phone, these have yet to indicate 
that the dramatic move cited in a letter from Ethiopia 
re:same by Pesach has transpired. While Israeli sources 
indicated perhaps 200 in camps early Feb., it is clear that 
at least 12 times this number are there now,(with a single 
Israeli falasha-as yet unconfirmed-source reporting 7,000). 
Besides the AAEJ my contacts are in Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto and of course Israel. My information from Ethiopia 
is thru these other sources. 

Implicit in your request for information is indication that 
contact with, and reliable informat ion abous the beta yisrael 

is somewhat difficult. While this is true to some degree, 
it is undoubtedly not as difficult as some Israeli sources 
indicate. (I note that some Israeli officials have been 
encouraging me .. others are under instruction to block my 
efforts. Recently I was requested to stop all activities 
re rescue, especially re the Sudan camp etc. now that Israel 
had cleared/virtually cleared ~2e camp etc. That is, after 
Feb.6th the Israelis wet~,lf-tq~esting abandonment of such 
efforts as you describe. I attribute no motives to anyone, 
but note that the flow from Gondar via the only general cond­
uit for 90% of those now in Israel has never been enhanced 
by an Israeli mission in this regard.) Persistently it has 
been claimed that individuals could not ID "falashas" etc. 
This is gross overstatement. Th~ most disquieting story I 
have heard is perhaps instructive, immediately prior to the 
Canadian film team arriving at Ghaddarif(Sudan camp), and 
after over6 months of total inaction and the deaths of several 
hundreds, the Mossad informed their local operatives and the 
falasha community that the film crew were not really Canadian 
but PLO! Little wonder that Israelis were telling us that 

it was difficult for north americans to ID falashas! (Of 
course such subterfuge might be justif ied .. if .. ther e had 
been a rescue in place. It was solely the 20 corpses of the 
previous week that led to the desperate gamble to take a 
chance on the camera crew. Undoubtedly Israel in general is 
virtuous. But as Emil Fackenheim has pointed out,"it is up 
to us,to this generation.not to wreck it" not to wreck this 
chance to heal the world, to redeem our people and the land. 
This was his motive for his recent aliya. 

I apologize for my lack of brevity-an occupational hazard 
for academic philosophers. Again it was a pleasure meeting 
with you .. if I am a zealot so be it, my reading of redemption, 
is that this miracle, like miracles in general has little to 
with the supranatural and everything to do with free people 
who will to accomplish the good, however improbable. Success 
is never guaranteed, however the miracle of success does 
occur .. sometimes. And as Buber has said of dialogue .. it is 
certain not to come to those who do not risk it. We jews 
who would hear our god dare never forget how to plead, to 

listen, and to act. SHALOM ~ ~ 



May 9, 1984 

His Excellency, The Israel I Ambassador 
Meir Rosenne 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 

8elr Meir: 

We have been telling people who make Inquiry regarding Ethiopian Jews 
that Israel has been doing everything po,slble for them and with some 
reasonable effectiveness. Now, I have received the enclosed letter 
which raises new problems and with som, urgency. Therefore, I would 
appreciate It If you were to tell me how to respond and Just what Is 
happening. If you think It necessary, you might transmit this Informa­
tion to your home office, et al. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

March 20, 1984 

I could tell from your facial expressions that you 
had some concerns with my Ethiopian Jewry presentation 
at the executive committee meeting of the Commission on 
Social Action yesterday. I sincerely would appreciate 
your advice and input on this matter. It would mean a 
great deal to me if I could meet with you for 20 minutes 
to discuss the situation in greater depth. I would be 
pleased to come into New York at your convenience. 

Thanks very much! 

B'shalom, 

Glenn S. Stein 



North American Conference 

On Ethiopian Jewry 

200 Anisterclarn Avenue• New York, New York 10023 • (212) 595-1759 

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Honorary Chairman 

January 1, 198 4 

Rabbi Alexanrler M. Schindler, President 
Union of .American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 100 21 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We are most pleased to add your name to the Advisory Board 
of the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry. We 
hope to complete the task of putting the Advisory Board 
together by the end of this month. 

We will certainly keep. you advised as to the progress of 
this project and look forward to working with you on all 
issues pertaining to Ethiopian Jewry in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~#~ 
Barbara Ribakove 
President 

A Nonprofit Organization 

/ 



North American Conference 

On Ethiopian Jewry 

200 .Anisterdam Avenue • New York, New York 10023 • (212) 595/~5~ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

November 4, 1983 

As you may know, the Ethiopian Jewish comnunity faces an ongoing 
dangerous struggle to preserve their faith and secure their right 
to emigrate. Although the situation remains tense, in recent months 
signs of improvement have begun to appear due to the efforts of 
religious leaders like yourself and informed active groups like ours. 

The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry was founded nearly 
two years ago with the express purpose of saving the oppressed Jews 
of Ethiopia. We have worked consistently with the political and 
Jewish establishments in the United States and Israel. Our work 
has included education, famine relief, aid to refugees, cultural 
preservation and absorption. 

We would be honored if you would Join such eminent persons as Rabbi 
Shlomo Riskin, Congressman William Green, Abraham Karlikow, Fred 
Ehrman and others as a member of our Advisory Board, so that we may 
call upon you fran time to time for advice and counsel. We look 
forward to your acceptance, and have provided the enclosed 
response card for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
Barbara Ribakove 
President 

~~~ 
~a~han R. Gies~g 
Executive Vice President 

A Nonprofit Organization 
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A CALL TO ACTION 
It is not too late to save the Jews of Ethiopia . But 

we must act at once! 

The North American Conference On Ethiopian 
Jewry (NACOEJ) is a grassroots, activist, nonprofit 
organization founded in the summer of 1982 to 
initiate and foster immediate action and ongoing 
projects on behalf of the relief and rescue of Ethio­
pian Jewry. It is the intention of this organization to 
work both independently and, wherever possible, in 
concert with other concerned agencies, to respond 
quickly and effectively to the needs of Ethiopian 
Jewry. 

GOALS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY 

1. To bring closer the day when all Ethiopian Jews 
may live in freedom in Israel. 

2. To assist Jews still in Ethiopia by improving 
their political and economic condition, providing 
medical aid and educational assistance, sustaining 
them in their efforts to remain Jewish, and protect­
ing their basic human rights . 

3. To assist those Ethiopian Jews who have 
escaped from Ethiopia to survive the refugee 
camps-and reach safe haven in Israel. 

4. To assist those Ethiopian Jews who have man­
aged to get to Israel in their klitah (absorption) into a 
new and modern society . 

5. To preserve the unique heritage of Beta Yisrael: 
their history, religious practices, liturgy , literature, 
music, art, handicrafts, social structure, health-care 
system, etc. 

6. To inform and galvanize the American Jewish 
community-through educational programs, politi­
cal action, lobbying, and a Speakers Bureau , into 
acting now to save the remnant of Ethiopian Jews. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Get involved. Urge American Jewish organiza­

tions and the State of Israel to make the rescue and 
aliyah of Ethiopian Jewry a matter of the highest 
priority . Write letters and demand prompt action . 
And join NACOEJ .... 

Please fill out the coupon and mail it to NACOEJ. 
Membership dues for one year are $18.00. Addi­
tional contributions (all are tax-deductible) will be 
gratefully accepted, and like the dues, will be spent 
on efforts to relieve the suffering of the Jews of 
Ethiopia, aid in their rescue, and assist the success­
ful absorption of those Jews who-after surviving 
tremendous odds-have reached Israel. 

Please contact us at the address or phone number 
below for information about meetings, joining one 
of the committees working on specific projects, 
forming a NACOEJ chapter in your neighborhood, 
or obtaining a speaker. 

North American Conference On Ethiopian Jewry 
c/ o Lincoln Square Synagogue 
200 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10023 
(212) 595-1759 

THESE 
JEWISH 
CHILDREN 
WANT TO LIVE! 

And they want to live 
in Israel 



"Do not separate me, 0 L-rd, from the chosen, 
From the joy, from the light, from the splendor. 
Let me see, O L-rd, the light of Israel . 
Abandon me not!" 

- a Falasha prayer 

The Jews of Ethiopia-Beta Yisrael, the House of 
Israel - want to live as Jews, in freedom, in the 
Jewish homeland . 

This is their right-as promised by the State of 
Israel 's Law of Return . This is their right-as guaran­
teed by the United Nations Charter and the Univer­
sal Declaration of Human Rights. 

This is their dream-as proud, deeply religious , 
observant Jews who long to make aliyah to the Land 
of Israel , to live freely as Jews, transmitting the 
Torah and the wealth of Jewish teachings and cul­
ture to their children . 

But the Marxist government of Ethiopia refuses to 
allow Ethiopian Jews to emigrate-even to be re­
united with close relatives-spouses, parents, child­
ren , siblings-who may be in Israel. 

WHO ARE THE ETHIOPIAN JEWS? 

This Jewish community is an ancient one, dating 
back at least 2,000 years. Israel's former Chief Rabbi 
Ovadiah Yosef believes the Beta Yisrael to be des­
cendents of the tribe of Dan, and with Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren , confirmed their identity as true Jews 
in the 1970s. The Jews of Ethiopia believe that their 
community dates from the time of King Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba. Other theories suggest 
that their ancestors were separated from the rest of 
Bnei Yisrael during the Exodus from Egypt at the 

part ing of the Red Sea; or were exiles who fled Eretz 
Yisr,ael after the destruction of the First Temple in 
Jerusalem; or were Jewish merchants from Ele­
phantine who traveled south. Whatever their orig­
ins, the Jews of Ethiopia have staunchly maintained 
and handed down Jewish tradition through cen­
turies of persecution . 

It is thought that , at their height in the 12th cen­
tury, there were half a million Jews in Ethiopia . A 
century ago, there were at least 100,000 Ethiopian 
Jews. The onslaughts of pogroms, rape, pillage, 
enslavement, war, famine, disease, forced conver­
sion , and assimilation have reduced the remnant of 
Ethiopian Jewry to an estimated 25 ,000 survivors. 

WHAT IS JEWISH LIFE IN ETHIOPIA? 

It is not easy to be a Jew in Ethiopia. 
Today, a severe drought and widespread famine 

threaten all Ethiopians. In Jewish and non-Jewish 
villages , tourists report that children with bloated 
bellies , deficiency diseases , and parasites are 
hungry and malnourished . In remote areas, there 
are no doctors, clinics , or medicines available. 

Beta Yisrael live and die in impoverished vil­
lages-where the average life expectancy is 35 
years . They are the iron workers , the potters and 
weavers skilled in crafts-and treated as pariahs by 
a hostile society that calls them "Buda" (evil eye) 
and " Falasha" (Stranger). 

In Gondar province, where most of the Jews live, 
Jewish parents are forbidden to teach their ch ilrl ren 
about Judaism. Religious teachings and the Hebrew 
language are proscribed . The Jewish schools have 
been closed and the teachers dismissed . Those 
children who go to school at all are taught by 
Marxists- and receive no Jewish education . 

In Gondar, the authorities have closed some syna­
gogues and have forbidden Jews to pray, study, or 
gather freely in others that remain , defaming Jewish 
tradition and observance, and attempting to force 
the Jews to violate the Sabbath by ordering them to 
attend official meetings on shabbat. 

In Ethiopia, there is a curfew, and travel is res­
tricted . Jews require permits to travel between vil­
lages. If a Jew manages to escape the country , the 
immediate family members may be imprisoned and 
tortured . If caught , a Jew can expect imprisonment 
for many months. Men, women , teenagers, and the 
elderly have been imprisoned. 

Outside of Ethiopia, in the Horn of Africa, thou­
sands of Ethiopian Jews have been trapped for 
years in desperate and horrific conditions in refugee 
camps. They do not have adequate food ; water, 
medication , shelter, or sanitation . Some, especially 
children , die of malnutrition , typhus, dysentery, and 
other diseases. Some have died at the hands of 
other refugees and local anti-Semitic authorities . 

Time is running out for Ethiopian Jewry. 

SAVE 
ETHIOPIAN 
JEWRY! 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Date __ F_e_b_ruar_-=y_2-=2,~1_9_8_3 __ _ 

From __ A_l_b_e_r_t_ ~_o_r_s~p_a_n _____________ _ 

To AZe::c Ross; Harris Gilb~rt; Rabbis Glaser, Schi..t.ier and Saperstein 

Copy for information of _______________________________ _ 

Subj FALASHAS 

I went to a special briefing at B'nai B'rith with a handful of professionals 
in the Jewish community who are uneasy about the answers we get both from 

, the Israelis and from the American Associati.n for Ethiopian Jews. The gist 
of new information is: There . is a fundamentaz ·shift going-on inside Ethi~pia, 
with a swing away from the Soviet Union and Cuba and a potentiaUy significant 

• (but secret) improvement in Israel-Ethiopia relations. So far not much im­
provement in United States-Ethiopian. relations. 

This change has already had some results. Delegations of Jewish leaders from 
the World Jewish Congress and the State of Israel have visited the Falashas 
in recent weeks. They report marked and positive internal changes -- reopening 
of some synagogues, reinstitution of some Jewish educational facilities, but 
it is still a _generation of ignorance. None of this appears to have reduced 
the eagerness of the Ethiopian Jews to make aliyah and as soon as possible. 
Tourism to Ethiopia is now being encouraged. 

Meanwhile , there also seems to be an improvement in the integratiem of 
Falashas into Israeli life. There are now more than 2,000. More came in 
under the Begin government than under all previous administrations. Fair is 
fair. Reports are that, under Labor, the Falashas were dismissed as "not 
Zionist material. 11 • 

Sudan is a big problem. Libya is leaning on a weak regime there. Sudanese 
miU_tary sweeps and the shortage of gas are making rescue efforts very tough. 
The central problem from the Israeli_ standpoint is the danger of singling out 
the Jews in the camps, giving them special preference, etc., because it 
arouses violence and trouble. The assistance must not exceed the level of 
all others. Israelis deny that the Falashas in the camps are starving. Israel 
will not reply to public criticism, which they regard as .m•st dangerous to 
their rescue efforts and even worse, from their standpoint, is the interven­
tion of private and ill-conceived rescue efforts by the American Association 
or anyone else. 

In December, 25 FaZashas came out,. and in January 120 came out in two separate 
gro_ups. 

,. 
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Rabbi Judea 8. Miller 
Temple B'rith Kodesh 
2131 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 1461 

Dear Rabbi Miller: 

October 9, 1981 

As Rabbi Schindler is out-of-the-country I am taking the liberty rfr­
replying to your letter in regard to the Falashas. 

All matters dealing with the Falashas fall within the purview of our 
Social Action department. Thus, I am sharing your letter with Al 
Vorspan and asking him to contact you directly. 

'11th best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Mr. Albert Vorspan 





Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer 

While in Jerusalem I cleared all matters pertaining 
to the Falasha Project. I am convinced that at least 
Begin is convinced that everything possible fs being 
do4e. In any event, they will be no difficulty with 
Klitah. 

July 2, 1981 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

May 28, 1981 

/ 

His Excellency, The Israeli Ambassador 
Ephraim Evron 
E~bassy of Israel , 
Washingtqh, D.C. 

Dear Eppie: 
f 

As I told you over the telephone, we have an opportunity. so 
wearer advised, to bring over some young Falashas for our sum­
mer camp program. Apparently the Ethio~ian Government will ac­
cede to requests for temporary visas to the United States for 
young people and even for some adults if they are involved on 
a counselor-tenchcr level. Our summer camp program offers a 
unique 09portunitv to exploit this opportunity. 

I do have one question, however~ which is urgent if we are to 
proceed with this offer full scale. Should some of these young 
people decide to Cfiigrate to Israel will they be granted admis­
sion and ts there a procedure for their integration? 

, l 

I would appreciate it. Eppie, if you were to relay this question f 
on a confidential basis to the Home Office. You suggested Hanan 
Baron, he would be an excellent choice because of his personal 
concern. 

Time is of the essence inasmuch as •hese arrangements must be 
made rather quick1y. 

With warmest regards. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Warren Freedman, Esq. 
Bl Stratford Road 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804 

Dear Mr. Freedman: 

June 16, 1980 

I am writing to ecknolwedge your letter of June 13 
which reached our office during the absence of Rabbi 
Schindler. He is currently out-of-the-country and not 
due back at his desk until late-June. Be assured your 
letter will be brought to his attention when he returns. 

Since ouf Vice President and Director of Social Action, 
Albert Vorspan, is involved in our efforts in behalf of 
the Falashian Je~s I have taken the liberty of sharing 
your letter with him. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



WARREN FREEDMAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

81 STRATFORD ROAD , NEW ROCHELLE , NEW YORK 10804 

NEW ROCHELLE 3-6431 

June 13, 1980 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

It is unfortunate that there is so much needless 
public furor in the American Jewish Community about the 
welfare of the 25,000 Falashim still in Ethiopia. Their 
welfare is indeed important, vital and urgent, they have 
been for too long the victims of povertY,persecution and 
general neglect by the Jewish community, BUT the spotlight 
of publicity engendered by many committed Jews, simply ties 
the hands of the Israeli Government in its day-to-day 
efforts to rescue these victims of poverty and civil war. 
The Falashim, like other Ethiopians, are today suffering 
from the violence which has permeated their country. 

I believe that the Government of Israel is 
urgently aware of the problem, and has and will continue 
to save countless Falashim without the fanfare of publicity. 
Israel would be embarrassed to disclose publicly the larger 
number of Falashim in Israel today. The Falasha black skin 
is simply NOT a factor, and there has been no neglect of 
their plight, as argued by those impatient but sincere 
Jews. The diplomatic approach involving secret movement of 
Falashim by the Israel Government is preferable to pressure 
from well-intentioned Jewish leaders and organizations. 

Above all, no one will forget nor forgive anything 
less than the rescue of Ethiopian Jewry. We must continue 
to espouse their cause. But we must temper enthusiasm with 
wisdom by permitting the Israeli Government to work quietly 
and undisturbedly through diplomatic and other channels 
to rescue these unfortunate brethren. In the words of the 



• 

AAEJ -- now is the time "to get on as one people to fight 
the major forces from the outside that threaten world Jewry 
and the State of Israel." 

Si0:=~ d-«...__ __ 

Warren Freedman 

WF:bs 
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[ A merger of the Ameri ttee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia) 

Eastern Regional Office 
340 Cornes Ave1me 
Pellum, New York 10803 
(914) 738-0956 

October 10, 1980 

National Materials Center 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Room 802 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

(213) 852-1234 Ext. 276 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

RE: Ethiopian Jews 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Western Regional Office 
304 Robin Hood Lane 

Costa Mesa. California 92627 
(714) 642-8613 

Two years ago I mailed letters to your organization as well as to 
the presidents of the other major Jewish organizations regarding 
the holocaust facing our brethren in Ethiopia. I enclosed excerpts 
from their letters forwarning us of the impending dangers facing 
our people there. Few of you responded. Finally, on January 1, 
1979, the Falashas, in desperation, demonstrated against the 
State of Israel and world Jewish leadership for their inaction 
regarding the Falashas. 

Today, 32 years after the founding of the State of Israel, less 
than 1,000 of the 28,000 remnant Falashas are in Israel. Our 
organization continues to receive reports of: (1) Falashas 
imprisoned and tortured; (2) young people killed or raped by 
Ethiopian missionaries; (3) thousands dispossessed from their 
homes with their villages pillaged by either remaining feudal 
landowners or by roving bandit gangs; (4) thousands of others 
living in the starvation belt of Africa; (5) people still being _ 
sold as slaves, some being traded many times over; -and now ( 6) 
over a thousand living under the most horrible conditions in a 
hostile country outside of Ethiopia while awaiting Jewish help. 

In short, what we would like to know is: "What does your 
organization plan to do about this impoverished and endangered 
Jewish commun~whlchappears to be on the verge of extinction?" 

A coov of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare, 
··Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12242, or from the Association 

Contributions are tax deductible 
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I would appreciate a response before October 19 when our Board of 
Directors meets to discuss our future actions. If we do not see 
major Jewish organizations taking on the responsibility and 
rnitzvot of pikuach nefesh and pidyon shvuirn, we may reluctantly 
decide to undertake a massive newspaper and publicity campaign to 
carry out these responsibilities ourselves. 

If you would like more information and specific suggestions as to 
how your organization can help, please contact me by either 
letter or telephone. 

May the corning year bring peace to Israel, redemption to the 
Falashas, and success to your organization. 

Sincerely and shalom, 

~»,.~ 
Howard M. Lenhoff, President, AAEJ 

and Professor, University of California 



Q.: What did Ministry of Interior 
Head ( and also NRP boss) Dr. 
Yosef Burg say regarding charges 
he was opposed to Falasha im­
migration? 
A.: Burg denied that he led the ' 
forces opposed to Beta Israel 
aliyah. "It was never brought up 
in the cabinet," he said in an in­
terview. Burg made no attempt to 
hide his contempt for the Beta 
Israel. "You could just as well 
write about the Martians," he 
said. ( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: What do you think about 
Israelis protesting for the rescue 
of the Falashas? 
A.: The cause to rescue the 
Falashas is uniting Israelis from 
all political factions. This is 
purely a Zionistic and 
humanitarian issue. It gets at the 
heart of what Israel stands for. It 
knows no politics. (Israel Today) 
Q.: Could we have saved the 
Falashas in recent times? 
A.: (We) missed a golden oppor­
tunity to save the Ethiopian Jews 
in the months after the fall of 
Haile Selassie, a key figure in 
Israel's Africa policy. ( Jerusale~ 
Post) 
Q.: ls it worthwhile for the gov­
ernment to make a major effort to 
bring the Falashas to Israel? 
A.: From an official poll: 33 ~r 
cent, Certainly worthwhile to make 
a major effort; 35 per cent, Yes, it 
is worthwhile ; 14 per cent, It is 
not so worthwhile; 10 per cent, No 
opinion; 8 per cent, Against such 
an effort. 
Q.: Are . you ready to absorb 
Falashas • 

? ···························· ' 
A.: From the official poll : 1. At 
place of work, 91 per cent yes; 
2. In same neighborhood, 85 per 
cent yes; 
3. Iq schools and children's places 
of study and play, 85 per cent yes ; 
4. In same apartment building, 75 
per cent yes. • 
Q.: W"hat must we do now? • 
A.: What is needed is a concerted 
rescue effort embracing the gov­
ernment and the major world 

Jewish organizations for history 
will neither forget nor forgive 
anything less. (Jerusalem Post ) 
Q.: What do you want the govern­
ment of Israel to do? 
A.: We call on the Israeli govern­
ment and the Jewish Agency to 
increase their activities and to do 
everything in their power to ssvc 
Ethiopian Jewry and to help therr, 
finally to reach Eretz Yisrael. 
(Maariv) 

The government of Israel 
(must) deliver the Jews of 
Ethiopia of the land of Cush. We 
brought the Jews of Yemen out on 
a.Magic Carpet. Let's find another 
for the Jews of Ethiopia. 
( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Is it the responsibility of 
Israel and world Jewry to rescue 
the Falashas? 
A.: (The) latest news on the dif­
ficult situation of the Falasha ~ 
Jews in Ethiopia obligates Israel 
and the entire Jewish people to 
take urgent steps to save them. 
We must not accept their bitter 
fate with the claim that it is not 
our responsibility but that of 
political and state bodies, as we 
did in the past. 

Despite their long struggle, the 
Falashas were prevented from 
imigrating to Israel by unjustified 
delays and procrastination. 

... There is no doubt that we 
must accept responsibility for our 
Falasha brothers . (Jerusalem 
Post ) 
Q.: But why should Israel with all 
her trouble be concerned about 
the Falashas? 
A.: Because " they are Jews." 
They are suffering because they 
are Jews and we, the free Jews of 
the world, must save them. 
(Israel Today) 

" The Zionist movement . .. 
create(d) the government of Is­
rael . .. to save the lives of Jews. 
If it doesn't do that, then why does 
it exist?" (L.A. Times ) 

Israeli Fa/asha to Speak 
In Winnipeg February 21 

"I will walk to the port of 
Massawa. It is dangerous because 
of the Shifta bandits and Eritrean 
rebels, but I will move at night. It 
will take many months, but I will 
arrive somehow. Then I will find 
work on a boat which sails up the 
Rt1d Sea. The vessel will take me to . 
Eilat and from there I will swim 
ashore. When I touch the land, I 
will kiss it and then I will ask 
Moshe Dayan to take me into his 
army so that I can dt1fend the 
Jewish homeland. Afterward, I will 
send for my family. " 

When Rachamim Alazar, an 
Ethiopian Jew, spoke these words 
to an Isq1eli visitor in 1970, he was 
16 years old. Nearly three years 
later, his dream fulfilled, 
Rachamim arrived in Israel. He 
did not have to undergo the ordeal 
he had foreseen - his Israeli 
friend bought him a ticket on El 
Al - but he did have to walk 
barefoot acros Ethiopia at night to 
Addis Ababa. 

Mr. Alazar will be in Winnipeg 
on Thursday, February 21, as part 
of a North American speaking 
tour. He will address an open 
community meeting at the Rosh 
Pina Synagogue at 8 p.m. He will 
describe the ever-deteriorating 
state of the Beta Israel - as the 
Falashas refer to themselves -
and suggest ways in which 
Canadian Jews · can help prevent 
their disappearance. 

Rachamim Alazar, born in the 
village of Sakalt in Ethiopia's nor­
thwestern province of Gondar, is 
one of nine children in a 
traditional Falasha family. 

He attended area schools from 
the age of 10, followed by a govern­
ment high school at 15. 

Following his emigration to 
Israel, Mr. Alazar attended high 
school and will graduate from Tel 
Aviv University in 1980 with a 

Bachelors Degree in Middle 
Eastern History and African Af­
fairs. He has also served in the 
Israel Defence Forces. 

Fluent in Hebrew, Swahili , 
Amharic, English, Gez, Tigrinit, 
and Literary Arabic, Mr. Alazar 
has been a member of Israel's 
Association of Ethiopian Jews sin­
ce 1973 and treasurer since April, 
1979. 

Married in September 1979, Mr. 
Alazar has been interviewed in the 
past for several publications, in­
cluding Maariv, The Jerusalem 
Post,and Israeli radio and 
television. As spokesman for the 
Ethiopian Jewish community, he 
has been active in pressing the 
case of his brethren with top 

RACHAMIM ALAZAR 
Israeli officials such as Prime 
Minister Begin, President Navon, 
and Chief Rabbis Yosef and 
Goren, Labor Party - leader 
Shimon Peres, etc. 

Whereas a scant 60 years ago, 
there were more than 50 ,000 
Ethiopian Jews, today there are 
no more than 28,000, and that 
remnant is in imminent peril of 
extinction. In the last few years, 

never-ending war, rebellion, star­
vation, missionary efforts , and 
Jewish indifference have com­
bined to cause a steady decrease 
in their numbers. In the last few 
years, probably at least 2000 have 
died; more than 7000 have been 
dispossessed of their homes and 
farms, left to roam the coun­
tryside hungry and penniless; 
hundreds at least are reported rot­
ting in refugee camps outside 
Ethiopia. 

If the Falashas are to be saved, 
if this unique community is not to 
become another tragic episode in 
the long history of Jewish martyr­
dom, Jews all over the world must 
marshall their resources . The 
Beta Israel ( and there is no 
longer any disagreement about 
this view) see their only hope of 
salvation as lyin~ in alivah to 
Israel, and only the combined ef­
forts of Israel, the large Jewish 
organizations, and the Jewish 
people themselves can effect it. 

For a first-hand account of the 
plight of the Falashas, as well as 
for a chance to ask questions and 
to find out how it can help, the en­
tire community is more than in­
vited, it is urged, to attend this 
vital meeting. 

Rachamim Alazar's Winnipeg 
visit is co-sponsored by the Jewish 
Students ' Network, which. is 
responsible for Canadian 
arrangements, and the Canadian 
Friends of Ethiopian Jews. This 
North American tour was spon­
sored by American Association for 
Ethiopian Jews , .with the 
arrangements made by the 
American Sephardi Federation. 

For more information , call 
Canadian Friends of Ethiopian 
Jews, 582-4355, 582-9241, and 233-
6516 , or the Jewish Students ' 
Association 474-9325. 
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A. View from Israeli Journals 

Do Israelis Want the Falashas? 
By PROFESSOR 

HOWARD M. LENHOFF 
University of California 

(first of two parts) 
"All this fuss about the Falashas 

is being made to satisfy a bunch of 
sick Americans who would never 
invite a black to their homes ." 
Thus spoke a high official in the 
Jewish Agency (salary paid for 
with UJA contributions) when 
asked at a recent meeting in 
Jerusalem about Israel's newly 
announced "public campaign" on 
behalf of the Jews from Ethiopia. 

Does he have a point, however? 
Is it only North American Jews 
who want to rescue the Falashas 
or does the Israeli man in the 
street also want the Falashas to 
immigrate to Israel? How do 
Israeli newspapers and journalists 
react to their own government's 
policies that have led to only ap­
proximately 150 Falashas im­
migrating into Israel over the past 
five years while nearly 400 Viet­
namese boat people were brought 
to Israel in 1979 alone? 

To provide an answer, I am 
posing a list of such questions, and 
will give responses consisting of 
verbatim quotations from Israeli 
citizens and newspapers. 
Q.: Why do you think the 
Falashas are bitter and h.ave 
resorted to public demonstra­
tions? 
A.: The Falashas' bitterness is 
certainly understandable. Israel 
and the world Jewish community 
have devoted massive energy and 
resources on behalf of Soviet 
Jewry; the government has moun­
ted rescue operations on behalf of 
the Vietm1mese boat people and 

Cambodian refugees-. But the 
Falashas, who, unlike- the Asian 
refugees, are Jews, and unlike the 
70 to 80 per cent of drop-out Soviet 
Jews, want to come to Israel, have 
been neglected. And that neglect 
must be considered a mortal blow, 
for the Falashas, who today mun­
ber only about 20,000, face total 
physical extinction. ( Jerusalem 
Post) 
Q.: What do you think about the 
tone of the response given by 
Jewish Agency officials to the 
Falasha demonstration? 
A.: The sensitive and extreme 
reaction given by the top echelon 
of the Department of Immigration 
creates an impression of a conscie­
nce that is not entirely clean .... How 
can it be explained that, despite 
the massive Israeli presence in 
Ethiopia for ten years, Israel 
could not succeed in bringing in 
those thousands of Falashas that 
were indeed ready to immigrate? 
(Davar) 
Q.: What is your response to the 
remarks of Yehuda Dominitz 
(head of the Department of Im­
migration and Absorption in the 
Jewish Agency) who said, "there 
is no Israeli diplomatic presence 
in Ethiopia and it is (therefore) 
difficult to work for the aliyah of 
the Falashas, scattered in 490 
villages?" 
A.: We must say that this is 
irresponsible drivel. Until 1973 
Israel did have a presenee in 
Ethiopia under very good con­
ditions, but the Department of 
Aliyah and Absorption did nothing 
for the rescue of the Jews of 
Ethiopia. Israel then had free ac­
cess to each of the 490 villages 
where the scattered Jews of 

Ethiopia lived, but nothing v.:as 
done to become ·involved with 
them. 

... Everyone knows that Israel 
has no official representation in 
the Soviet Union; yet, she turned 
the world upside down, suc­
cessfully, so that Soviet Jews 
might leave for the Western 
World. Israel has no represen­
tation in any East European land, 
except Rumania; yet, 
remarkably, what exertions Israel 
is making to save the Jews of 
Eastern Europe. (Bamaaracha) 
Q.: What, then, is Mr. Dominitz's 
attitude toward the Falashas? 
A.: Yehuda Dominitz of the 
Jewish Agency had this to say 
shortly before the 1975 decision 
recognizing the Beta Israel as 
Jews: "Take a Falasha out of his 
village, it's like taking a fish out 
of water ... we are told that the 
aliyah potential is minute. Most of 
the ones who came to Israel felt 
lost and went home. I'm not in 
favor of bringing them." Dominitz 
says he later changed his mind. 
(Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Is there any written evidence 
that the Jewish Agency was 
discouraging Falasha im­
migration to Israel? 
A.: A document prepared six 
years ago by an Absorption 
Ministry researcher recommen­
ded to the Government and the 
Jewish Agency not to encourage 
Falasha aliyah to Israel. (JTA) 
Q.: What do you think of the role 
of Israel's Foreign Ministry in 
regard to the Falashas? 
A.: The Foreign Ministry's inter­
ference with the struggle to savP. 
the Falashas is based on 
judgements that have nothing to 

do with the issue. (Maariv) 
Q.: What is your opinion about the 
claim that past and present 
Ethiopian governments would 
never allow Falashas to leave the 
country? 
A.: It is difficult to believe that 
the Emperor or the new regime 
held on with their fingernails to 
the few thousands of Falasha 
Jews that were there. (Davar) 
Q.: Does the fault lie with the 
Begin or Labor government? 
A.: The tale of neglect is long. It 
certainly cannot be placed solely 
at the hands of Mr. Begin's gov­
ernment. But it is nevertheless 
true that this government is con­
tinuing this neglect, despite the 
dangers facing the Falashas . 
( Jerusalem Post) 

Q.: Aren't you pleased that the 
government has appointed com­
mittees to look into the matter of 
Falasha immigration? 

A.: The shocking point in all that 
affair is that less than • 300 
Falashas succeeded in coming to 
Israel, and all that after in-· 
decisions, meetings, discussions, 
and conferences for close to 10 
years ... from all this intellectual 
effort, nothing was accomplished. 
(Davar) , 

SEND YOUR TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE GIFTS TO: 
American Association 

for Ethiopian Jews 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 802 

Los Angeles. Calif. 90048 

Q.: After all these years of 
various committees working on 
Falasha issues, why didn't the 
Falashas come to Israel? 
A.: The Falashas did not come 
because they were not wanted. 
This is the naked truth and it must 
be said. (Davar) 
Q.: What are the reasons that the 
government of Israel is not doing 
enough for the Falashas? 
A.: The first is prejudice - the 
color of their skin. The govern­
ment does not want them here. 
And also the government doesn't 
want to endanger diplomatic con­
tacts with African states (L.A. 
Times) 
Q.: Do you think it really has 
something to do with color? 
A.: One of the responsible 
shlichim of the Agency who is not 
concerned with this matter repor­
ted on the weekly review on 
Israeli radio that a highly respon­
"Sible person in the State, a person 
with a great religious respon­
sibility, said to him: "Mi Tzarich 
et hashechorim ha-eleh?" (Who 
needs those Blacks?) (Bamaar­
acha) 
Q.: What is the source of the 
neglect of the Falashas by Israel? 
A.: The source of that neglect 
derives historically from the 
narrow dogmatism and bigotry 
expressed on this issue by key 
functionaries located primarily in 
the National Religious Party. 
( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Who do you hold responsible 
for this inaction? 
A.: The Minister of the Interior 
and a few servile bureaucrats who 
did what their master wanted 
them to do, they are the ones 
responsible for this inaction. 
(Davar) 
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