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From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

f , 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Glenn Stein; Ruth Harrison 

ETH I OP I AN RELi EF 

Date May 21, 1985 

We have to get s 
arrange to have 

to Abie Nathan. I have been asked to 
sent, via telex, to the following: 

(This is a $1. account) 
Peace Foundation, Inc. 

Discount Bank -
Yehuda Ha-Maccabi Street Branch 
Tel-Aviv 

Last week Glenn sent Ruth a check for $18,000. plus some smaller checks ­
which came to some $1100. plus ..... she just received them today -- I got 
the memo copy last week! At any rate those, funds are to be used. A 1 so, 
as Al told you, if you need plus funds they· can be take from REAP inasmuch 
as this new tent city will include Jews. 

Glenn tells me Abie Nathan is standing ready with 90 tons of supplies etc. 
a ere of 15 and planes .... they have been refused rights to fly over Egypt-­
which they were able to do previously -- but via our State Department and 
the Israel Embassy this is being worked out ..... 

Some of the tents will bear the words "From Austin, Texas with Love.'' 

FredQ , Please let me know when this mater has been concluded ... and 
the same for the last memo I sent requesting funds be sent to Israel .... I 
would like my file to be complete .... 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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Copies 

Subject 
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Edith J. Miller Date M ay l , 1985 
) • f. Fred Cohen I ~ :/ Albert Vorspan I './\ l- . - ; ' . V 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 
I 

I \ 
i - I ' ..,,..., , 

• I 

• t 1 ( r 
I . '-" 

Al has told Abie Nathan to be in contact with me when he requires funds 
inasmuch as Al is on Sabbatical and Schindler is on the road a great deal. 

Abie a few minutes ago and it is necessary to make payment on 
which have been ordered~ .... this will be a partial payment -per 

$68,000 (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
umi L' Israel, for F. H. Holding, account #653046/99. 

This is for Galva~ized Iron and Fiberglass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities (16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the ' wicked sun. 

On some items yet to be ordered Abie will arrange 30 day Letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he'll give me details .. . 
hopefully the money from Texas will be in by then ... Al, what's the story? 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Edith J. HII ter 

Fred Cohen 

Glenn Stein; Ruth Harrison 
ETH I OP I AN RELi EF 

May 21, 1985 

We have to get some funds over to Abie Nathan. I have been asked to 
arrang4 to have $19,000. sent. via telex, to the following: 

A/c 241768 (Thts Is a fl. account) 
The Shaloo Peace Foundation, Inc. 
Discount Bank 
Yehuda Ha-Naceabl Stre t Branc 
Tel-Aviv 

Last week Glenn sent Ruth a check for $18,ooo. plus some smaller checks 
which cam to some $1100. plus ....• she Jut received them tod,t •• 1 got 
the memo copy last week! At any rete thos funds are toge used. Also, 
as Al told you, if you n ed plus funds tley can .be take from REAP Inasmuch 
as this new tent city will tnelud Jiiws. 

Glenn te11s me Abie Nathan Is atandlng ready with 90 tons of supplies etc. 
a er of 15 and ptanes .... they have been r fused rights to fly over Egypt•~ 
which they were able to do previously -- but via our State Department and 
the Israel Emba$SY this ls beln worked out ..... 

Some of the tents wll 1 bear tha words 11From Austin, le:xas wlth Love. 11 

Fred- , Please let m know when this m tter has been cone1uded ... and 
the sa-ne for the last memo I sent requesting funds be sent to Israel .... , 
would like my file to be complete .... 
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A Hunger Organization 
"raising money creatively, and getting the most for the money we raise " 
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PEOPLE FEEDING PEOPLE, INC. 
1410 WEST 6TH ST. 499-8850 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703 

141 O West Sixth Street, Austin, Texas 78703 512-499-8850, 512-499-8860 
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ERA® FIRST AMERICAN PROPERTIES / ' 

May 3, 1985 

Mr. Jim Melton 
BRA, First American Properties 
13694 Research Blvd 
Austin, Texas 78750 

Rabbi Alexander M. Shindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York l0021 

Dear Rabbi Shindler: 

I have known Joe Topa for several years, both as a friend 
and as a colleague in the real estate industry in Austin. 

Joe has been fundraising on behalf of hungry people in his 
spare time since I have known him. I can assure you that his 
efforts are honest and sincere, and that he can be trusted to 
use his relationship with your organization responsibly and 
in a way which benefits the people in Africa who he is working 
to help through People Feeding People. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
me at ( 512 ) 2 5 8 - 2 7 0 0 . 

Sincerely, 

~ ~,~---}~,~ 
Jim Melton 
Broker, ERA 
First American Properties 

JM/ js 

13694 RESEARCH BLVD. · AUSTIN, TX 78750 • 512-258-2700 

"Each office 1ndependen1ly owned and opera1ed." r,:I ~ ER.A RfAL ESTATE 
\::JC,/ •Con1rolDai.COl'l'lfW1)' 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

Glenn S. Stein Date 5/8/85 

Fred Cohen 

Edie Miller 

Abie Nathan 

This is just a reminder that we need copies of the bank receipts for the 
funds we have sent to Abie. The State Department has required that we 
show proof of the expenditure of these funds before they allocate their 
funds as well. 

Your help in gathering this information together is appreciated. 

\ \WI 
, '~-~ Religious Action Center 

0 ~::::-., 2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 1~·,..,~NJ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. '20036. 202/387-2800 
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DaY,iel Matthews 
People Feeding People 
P. D. Bc,x 50278 
Austin, Texas 78763 

G l eY-1 Ste i Y-1 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
207 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20035 

Dear Mr. SteiY-,, 

April 29, 1985 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the balance of the 
funds for the relief camp Mr. Nathan is currently preparing to 
construct in Ethiopia. We know that this money is needed 
immediately to allo~ the construction of the camp to move 
forward. 

The individuals and proJects we have been supporting over 
the last month have generated more than $25,000. However, at 
this moment some of that money is tied up in a donated Corvette, 
some has been raised but not yet received, and only several 
thousand dollars is currently in our bank account. Money will 
come in over the next several weeks from completed proJects and 
from proJects still in progress. More proJects are Just now 
getting off the ground. 

In order to allow our fundraising efforts to have an impact 
· now, when the need is the greatest: 

1) We request that UAHC, on behalf of People Feeding 
People, immediately contribute $25,000 to Mr. Nathan to fund the 
balance of the relief camp he is currently preparing to build. 

2) We promise to send a total of $25,000 to UAHC no later 
than May 31st, 1985, as repayment of this $25,000 contributed on 
our behalf. UAHC will receive incremental payments during May, 
1985, toward the payback of this $25,000. 

3) We request that some of the tents in the camp Mr. 
NathaY-1 is abc,ut tc, co-nstruct be steY-,ci led with the phrase "Frc,m 
Aust i .,..,, Texas -- With Love, 11 that phc,tc,graphs be t akeY-1 c,f the 
stenciling of the tents, the construction of the camp, etc., and 
that these photographs be sent to People Feeding People on an 
ASAP basis. Photographs representing this accomplishment could 
be a maJor contribution to our fundraising efforts. 

--.... .. 



UAHC could support our fundraising work in another way, as 
well: by establishing a formal fundraising relationship with us. 
We have already approached Rabbi Shindler and Al Vorspan with the 
proposal that UAHC allow us raise funds, earmarked for Mr. 
Nathan's work, on your behalf. (See enclosed letter.) We would 
receive a ten percent fundraising fee for such contributions. 
This arrangement would allow us to reach certain maJor and 
corporate contributors not currently willing to contribute to us 
because we have not yet received our IRS tax-exemption letter. 

Al Vorspan indicated an openness on the part of UAHC to 
enter into such an arrangement with us, but requested letters 
testifying to our character and integrity, especially from 
leaders in the religious communtity. We have not worked with the 
religious community to any significant degree. However, UAHC 
should have received or will shortly receive letters from the 
following business and community leaders: 

1) Dr. Matthew Vail -- Austin M.D. and owner of the MediCenters, 
a series of minor emergency and family care clinics located in 
Aust i r-,, Tex as 

2) Will Barber -- Senior Partner in the legal firm 
~§!:Qn~Y~ Rose~ Barber and Dve, one of the largest 
prestigious legal firms in the state of Texas 

c,f ~!:Qtm!... 
ar-,d mc,st 

3) Richard Goodman 
Council, and co-owner 
Texas 

Three-term member of the 
of a television station in 

A 1-1 st i 1r1 Ci t y 
Waco/Temple, 

4) Ben Cartwright -- President of River City Machinery Co., a 
well established multi-million dollar enterprise specializing in 
sale and leasing of heavy equipment 

5) Jim Melton Prominent Real Estate Broker and Builder in 
Austin and Cedar Park, Texas 

6) Dean Kilgore Partner in 
Lockrid □ e and Kilaore, another 
highly regarded legal firms 

the legal firm of 
of Austin's largest 

McGi Y-1r-1i s. 
aY-,d mc,st 

If you can expedite the establishment of this arrangement 
between UAHC and People Feeding People, we would very much 
appreciate it, and we promise you that this arrangement will have 
an immediate positive impact on our results. 

Thank you for your partnership, 
dc1 • 

and for the work that you 

Si r-,cerel y, 

Daniel Matthews 

' ..... 
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March 14th, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 5th AverH.te 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

As you know, we're raising money in Texas for Abie Nathan's 
camps. Abie called me early Saturday morning, March 9th, to find 
out how we're doing and to ask if we need anything. As I told 
him then, we have a significant problem which UAHC can help us 
solve. Abie said that my proposed solution is a good idea, and 
that he would talk to you about it; I am following up with this 
written request. 

People Feeding People was incorporated as a Texas non-profit 
corporation in February of this year. Joe Topa, Gail Cantor and 
I formed it to provide a legal structure for our own personal 
commitment to raise emergency famine relief money on a near 
fulltime basis throughout 1985. We have applied for IRS tax­
exempt status, and have no doubt that we will be granted tax­
exemption. However, we are told that the decision making process 
at IRS takes 6 to 8 months. 

Not · already having tax-exempt status has been a 
impediment to our ability to raise money for Abie's 
especially from corporations and maJor contributors. 
anxious to move ahead in raising money for Mr. Nathan. 

strc1r19 
camps, 

We are 

In order to do this more effectively, we request to set up 
a fundraising relationship with UAHC until we receive our tax­
exemption letter from IRS. We would have large contributors make 
their checks payable to UAHC. 

UAHC would return a small percentage of the money to us as 
a fundraising or consulting fee. Right now, we propose a fee of 
10 percent of the money we raise to cover our expenses and 

·promotional costs. We intend to reduce that percentage as the 
year goes on and our initial start-up and promotional costs get 
covered. We would like to receive fee payments on some regular, 
agreed upon basis, for example, for each $25,000 raised and 
deposited with UAHC. 

Given the urgency of the situation in Ethiopia, I would 
appreciate your prompt attention to our request. Once we 
establish an agreement with UAHC along these lines, the single 
biggest obstacle to our fundraising efforts will be gone. I trust 
that out of our mutual commitment to this work, we can figure out 
a creative solution to this breakdown. Thank you .very much for 
your time and effort in this matter. 

Please contact me at (512) 499-8850 or write me at People 
Feed i'r1g People, 1-410 -west-- E,th - St reet,-Aust-m-, - :rX- 78703. Thar1k yqu 
aga i r1. 

Dar,iel Matthews 
--



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Albert Vorspan 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

May 1, 1985 

Al has told Able Nathan to be in contact with me when he requires funds 
inasmuch as Al Is on Sabbatical and Schindler is on the road a great deal. 

I spoke to Able a few minutes ago and lt is necessary to make payment on 
some items which have been ordered ..... this will be a partial payment per 
Abie N. 

$68,000. (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
Leumi L'lsrael, for R.H. Holding, account #653046/99. 

This is for Galvanized Iron and Fltterglass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities (16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the wicked sun. 

On some Items yet to be ordered Abie will arrange 30 day Letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he'll give me details .. . 
hopefully the money from Texas will be in by then ... Al, what 1 s the story? 



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

Albert Vorspan 

ETHIOPIAH RELIEF 

May 1, 1985 

Al has told Able Nathan to be In contact with me when he requires funds 
Inasmuch as Al is on Sabbatical and Schindler Is on the road a great deal. 

I spoke to Able a few minutes ago and it ls necessary to make payment on 
some Items which have been ordered ..... thfs will be a partial payment per 
Able N. 

$68,000. (U.S.$) are to be transferred to the Tel-Aviv Main Branch of Bank 
Leumi L'lsrael. for A.H. Holding, account #653046/99. 

This ts for Galvanized Iron and flverqlass Hospital Units, Feeding Carts, 
Sanitary Facilities (16 toilets) Store Room and Kitchen plus some shaded 
areas so people can get out of the wicked sun. 

On some items yet to be ordered Abie will arran e 30 day letter of Credit .. . 

He noted there will be more bills for next week but he 1 11 give me details .. . 
hopefully the money from Texas will be In by then ... Al, what's the story? 
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H.A881 ALEXANUEH M. SCIIINIJLEH. e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBKEW CONGREGATIONS 
PR!:SIOENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY. 10021 1212) 249 0100 

Mr. Jonathan Giesberg 
North American Conference 

on Ethiopian Jewry 
165 Ease 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Giesberg: 

June 27, 1989 
24 Sivan 5749 

Your letter of June 22nd reached our office 0uring Rabbi 
Schindler's a bse nce. He is attending moetings in Israel 
a nd London and is not due back at his desk until mid-July. 

As you know, Rabbi Schindler and the UAHC are dee:oly con­
cerned for the welfare of Ethopian Jews, most especially 
those who r emain in Ethiopia. Indeed, a great deal of ac­
tivity in their be half stems from our Commission on Social 
Action and Religious Action Center in Washington. While 
Rabbi Schindler does serve on your Advisory Board, I trust 
you do know that his time is exceedingly limited. In lend-
ing his name to such a worthy cause he has indicated that 
unless there is a serious situation or very special emer­
gency, matters to be discussed in this r ea lm of concern should 
be directed to the Religious Action Center, particularily 
Rabbi David Supcrstein , Director of the Center. Thus, I urge 
you to undertake a discussion with David Saperstein and mem­
bers of his staff. 

This is a Biennial year of the UAHC, our major convention will 
convene in New Orleans at the end of October. I know I need 
not t el l you the kind of pressure this places on Rabbi Schindler. His time is truly limited. Thus, I trust you unde rstand this 
situat ion. Needless to note, should you e v e r require and 
direct assi stance from Rabbi Schindler he will b~ prepared to 
respond to your call. 

With kindest greet ings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



al - would it be wrong for me to tell them ams is pleased 

to have them use name but his time is limited ..... so no 

need for conversation ... certainly in event pf special 

emergency can be contacted but for normal, routine matters 

our rac people are contacts? 
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NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY {NACOEJ) 
165 East 56th Street• New York. New York 10022 • (212)752-6340 

Rabbi Alexander Sch i ndler 
HC 

8 38 Fifth Av enue 
New York , NY 1 0021 

ear Rabb i Schind l er : 

Jun e 22, 1989 

As a membe r of the NACOEJ Advisory Boa r d , vou are a wa re 
o f our seven - year h i st ory of un ara ll e l ed ac ti vi t y on 
behalf o f the wel f are o f Ethiopian ews in Ethiopia, 
their desire f or al iyah to Is r a e l , and thei r abs o r pt ion 
into I s rae l i s oci ety when t h ey ar rive. This commitment 
remains unaba t ed . 

Today, during a pe r iod of c risis in Ethiopia , and greatly 
intensi f ie a ctivi t y and gr owth in the No rth American 
Confe rence on Ethiopian Jew r y, t h e NACOEJ Boar of 
irectors is und e rtaking a new assessment o f s ever a l 

"" crucia l areas o f activi t y in our organization. Amonq 
these are our politi c al pos t ure a nd e ffecti v ene ss; our 

ong and short t erm goa ls in Israel; and our abi l ity to 
create and ma intai n e ff ec tive reqiona l ac tivities i n t he 
Uni t e d States. 

In coniunction with these examinations of our 
organizati onal processes and goa l s, we would l i k e to take 
a fresh oak at our Advisory Board , and to iscuss t e 
role each member plays and might like to p lay in the 
future. 

Some dvisory Board mem ers have been v e ry act iv e i n 
NACOEJ. Fo r e xample, some give a da y a week o f 
i n va l uable service in t he NACOEJ h eadquar t ers in New 
York; some unde r take ma jo r vo lun tee r p r o j ec t s such as 
controlling the invent ory o f medi ca l a nd o t her s u ppli e s 
that a c compan y our missions and the a rtif a cts that re t urn 
with them; s ome organiz e f und-rai s ers a n d ap pea r a n c es at 
f airs, parades and o t her ev e n ts . St i 11 others 1 e a d 
missions t o Ethi opi a , undertake sp eaking engagement s, 
spearhead poli t ical ef fo rts a nd b r i n g in s ponsors fo r our 
Ad op t - A- St udent pr ogram. Sti l 1 o t h e r Advi s ory Board 
member s offe r pa r ticula r expe rtise when c all e d u on fo r 



-2-

political, financial , legal or other advice. Over the years, 
many members of the Advisory Board have taken increased 
responsibility as members of the Board of Directors and the 
Executive Committee. 

I have asked Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Executive Di rector; 
usty Solomon Moslow, Special Projects Directo r; and Middie 

Giesberg, Board member , to join me in talking personally with 
yo about your own role in NACOEJ. If you feel we have not 
ca led upon you for enoug h participation in the remarkable 
a chi eve en s and growth of our organi za ti on , 1 et ' s discuss 
ways in which we can remedy that to the benefit of Ethiopian 
Jews. If vou fee t hat you are already participating to the 
ful 1 est ex tent in our work , we ' 11 hav e the opportunity to 
express our appreciation and renew personal contact. 

The work we are doing is of major importance in assisting 
Ethi opian Jews in a period of both unprecedented turmoil and 
opportunity. We n eed the help of every one of the 
kn owl edgeabl e, crea tive and ski 11 ed peop 1 e on ou r Adviso r y 
Board . Please return the enclosed card promptly , so that we 
can qet toqether soon, in person or by telephone, to discuss 
your role in thi s lifesavinq work o f ou r time. 

I ook forward to workinq wi t h you. 

Si ncerely 

~£Lky 
Jonathan Giesberg 

JG:smm 
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Dear Jonathan, 

· i am interested in discussing my further participation 
in the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry 
(NACOEJ) Advisory Board. 

Please call me at: 
( ) ______________ (day) 
( ) (evening) 
so that we can talk. 

(signed) 



7he Religious Action Center 
pursues social justice and 

religious liberty by 
mobilizing the American 
Jewish Community and 
serving as its advocate 

in the nation~ capiral 

2027 Massachusetts Ave NW 
'N.Ishington, DC 20036 

(202) 387-28()() 

Harris Gilbert, Chairman 
Commission on Social Action 

of Reform Judaism 

Albert 1-tlrspan 
Co-Difl/Clor 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Co-Difl/Clor and Counsel 

7he Religious Action Center 
is under the auspices of 

the Commission on Social 
Action of Reform Judaism, 

a joint instrumenrality of 
the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis and 
the Union of American 
Hebrew CongfBtlations 

with its affiliates: 
American Conference 

of Cantors, 
Association of Reform 

Zionists of America, 
National Federation uf 
Temple Brothemoods, 
National Federation uf 

Temple Sistemoods, 
North American Federation 

of Temple Youth. 

From: Glenn S. Stein 

To: Rabbi David Saperstein 

RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER 
OF REFORM JUDAISM 

June 6, 1989 

Copies: Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Al Vorspan, Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 

Re : Ongoing problems between Project REAP and the JDC 

On May 12th, Dr. Jeff Goldhagen, Dr. Burton Bronsther and Ellen 
Bronsther brought Dr. Zein Achmed of the Gondar School of Medical 
Science to meet with Michael Schneider at the JDC office in New York. 
The purpose of the meeting was a courtesy call. This was Dr. Achmed's 
first visit to the United States and since he had worked with the JDC 
doctor at the Teda clinic in Gondar, we thought it would be nice for 
the JDC leadership to have an opportunity to meet with him. We also 
thought it would be an opportunity to brief the JDC on our upcoming 
plans and to explore new possibilities for working together. From our 
perspective it was another attempt on our part to be helpful and 
cooperative. 

The following account of the meeting waas described to me by Ellen 
Bronsther and confirmed by Dr. Jeff Goldhagen. 

Michael Schneider opened the meeting by saying that if they had come 
to ask for money the answer was no. It went downhill from there. 

Michael invited Woody Slater and other JDC staff people into the 
meeting. According to Jeff he felt as if our project was on trial and 
the JDC was the jury. From the beginning Jeff said that Michael was 
"uncooperative, negative, irresponsible, possessive and territorial." 

Michael did not mention or show the copy of the news release they had 
sent out three days earlier announcing a massive meningitis 
immunization campaign on Gondar, even though Jeff went into great 
detail to describe the immunization program we were setting up. 

(We should point out that the news release , ambiguously worded, allows 
for the inference that the JDC is working in cooperation with Dr. 
Zein's school. This is not so and this may, or may not, account for 



their failure to show them the release.) 

Michael said that he felt "obligated to report this conversation to 
the Ethiopian RRC and the Regional Ministry of Health." It was not 
clear to Jeff why Michael said that, but the inference that was given 
was that Michael did not like the work we were doing and was going to 
complain to the authorities. Thus far, we have no indication that 
such a report was filed. 

Jeff said that although he had never felt concerned for his physical 
well-being when in Ethiopia, the tone of the meeting was so hostile 
that he momentarily feared that some action against him could be 
prompted by a JDC complaint. 

When Jeff was in Ethiopia he could find no evidence that there was an 
immunization program of any kind in Gondar. The JDC had been 
successful in bringing a significant quantity of supplies into the 
country although they had not reached Gondar. This was very 
interesting to me considering the JDC press release states that "They 
have become part of a region-wide effort with the Ministry of Health 
and the Gondar Medical College to administer the preventive vaccine to 
as many children in Gondar as possible." The fact is that there is no 
region-wide effort in Gondar right now. It is true that the JDC has 
allocated some vaccine to the Gondar School of Medical Science but the 
school has no plan in place to deliver the vaccine to the people in 
the villages. That is what they have asked us to do. 

The question that arises is: how is the JDC planning to deliver the 
vaccine? They could not be seriously considering using their staff of 
one doctor and two nurses to attempt to administer 200,000 doses. 
They have not made any arrangements with the Gondar school. I have no 
idea what their implementation plan could be. The only way to do this 
is how we are going to. We have made arrangements with the school in 
Gondar to use their medical, nursing and sanitarian students (an 
available pool of 400 people) to divide into teams in order to 
administer the vaccine. Our doctors will go in order to oversee the 
entire project. 

In addition, our immunization program will not only immunize the 
children against meningitis but against other deadly childhood 
diseases such as polio, measles, tuberculosis, diphtheria and tetanus. 

This is one more example of the types of problems we have had from the 
beginning with the JDC. Some of the JDC people have been particularly 
nice (Aryeh Cooperstock) and others have bordered on overt hostility 
(Ralph Goldman). Institutionally, however, they have been totally 
unresponsive. As indicated by the enclosed memos, they never had the 
decency to respond to our formal request for funding although they 
promised they would. They certainly never gave us any funding 
although our program was a perfect complement to their own with almost 
no overlap and was exactly the kind of program for which they raised 
all that money. We offered to cooperate with them in whatever way 
they wanted; indeed, we made a standing offer for them to simply take 
over the program whenever they wanted to broaden their own involvement 



and allow them to get out of the clinic and into the villages. At no 
time were they willing to enter into any serious discussions with us 
as to such cooperation. 

A related point. When Zein was here in DC, I had the opportunity to 
spend some private time with him. During that time he asked me what I 
thought of the JDC. I said we thought they were doing very good work. 
He said "well they don't like you." He went on to say that last year 
he was visited by a Ethiopian military official who was asking 
questions about the SACOW doctors because the JDC had complained about 
our presence in the area. Dr. Zein told them that the SACOW doctors 
were working fine and that they were in Gondar legally through the 
visiting scholar program of the College. The military said they were 
going to keep their eyes on our doctors and no other incidents 
occurred. See the copy of my memo to Al dated 6/23/88 which quotes a 
letter I received from Carol Dororshow regarding this complaint. At 
that time Al called Aryeh Cooperstock who after checking it out said 
that there was absolutely no truth to the report. 

Finally, regarding the question of covert activity, as you can see 
from the enclosed documents, at each step of our program we had 
written agreements with the Gondar College of Medical Science. 
Nothing was done secrtely or covertly in Ethiopia. As to the 
involvement of the UAHC, while we were certainly one, if not the major 
support for SACOW's activities in Ethiopia, in the begining we were 
concerned that knowledge of the UAHC's involvement might raise 
inappropriate concerns in Ethiopia. However, certainly by this point, 
the medical college authorities are aware of, and comfortable with, 
our involvement. Indeed, Dr. Zein spent a great deal of time at the 
Religious Action Center meeting with our own people in addition to 
meetings with U.S. government officials which we facilitated. In 
addition, you should be aware that SACOW has been involved in 
developing this program far beyond with what we had originally 
anticipated in accordance with their normal legitimate medical 
activities. 

Ideally, if we could have at this point anything we wanted from the 
JDC, it would be: 1) to provide funding for our program; 2) to respond 
affirmatively, and to request NJCRAAC to do likewise, to any inquiries 
from local federations and CRC's about our program. This is 
particularly important now since the Tzedek Society mailing (which 
will drop over the next few weeks) and the bulletin articles (which 
will appear in July) will likely evoke such questions; 3) since, 
sadly, it is too late for us to work together in the immunization 
program, to assure us that they will do nothing to undermine our 
project in Ethiopia; and, 4) to change their general mindset so they 
view us as a partner with whom to cooperate and assist rather than a 
threat or competitor. 
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Sheryl Wurmbrand 

May 9, 1989 

JDC ESTABLISHES RELIEF PROGRAM TO COMBAT MENINGITIS 

OUTBREAK IN ETHIOPIA 

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) 
is providing assistance to the peoprle of Ethiopia in 
response tc the deadly strain of bacterial meningitis 
which, hav:..ng swept sub-Saharan Africa, including the 
southern regions of Ethiopia, during the past few 
months, has begun to appear in the northern Ethiopian 
regions of Gondar and Wollo. 

During recent months, Ethiopia has witnessed thousands 
of meningitis-related deaths. So far, 1,800 cases of 
meningitis, and 59 meningitis-related deaths, have been 
reported in the Gondar Region. The incidence of 
unreported cases in t he rural hinterlands may be much 
g reater. 



JDC, which conducts relief and recovery projects in 

Ethiopia's Gonda r Region, has purchased an emergency 

consignment of medicines and supplies to help contain 

the spread of this virulent disease. In the past 

several weeks, JDC has air-shipped 200,000 doses of 

vaccine, 180,000 syringes with needles, over 200,000 

doses 0 f antibiotics, as 

rehydration salts, I.V. solution, 

administration of the medicines. 

well as oral 

and equipment for 

Michael Schneider, Executive Vice President of JDC, 

described JDC's operation: "We have an American 

physician and two American nurses who are part of JDC's 

staff in Ethiopia and wh o work and reside in the Gondar 

region. They have become pa rt of a region-wide effort 

with the Ministry of Health and the Gondar Medical 

College to administer the preventive vaccine to as many 

children in Gondar as possible, as they are at greatest 

risk. There is no way to predict what course the 

disease will take 

imperative that 

lethal strain 

we 

in the 

vaccinate 

coming weeks and it is 

the children before this 

reaches epidemic proportions in the 

region." 

In addition to its' medical programs, JDC, 

years, has operated other programs 

in response to the critical drought and 

for several 

in Ethiopia 

famine that 



beset the region earlier this decade. 

As the overseas arm of the American Jewish community, 

JDC is dedicated t o a ssisting those in need. In 

addition to Ethiopia, JDC has, through non-sectarian, 

humanitarian efforts, provided relief to El Salvador, 

Mexico, Cambodia, Italy, Lebanon, Bangladesh, Jamaica, 

and most recently, Armenia. 

JDC's services are supported by contributions to UJA­

Federation campaigns throughout the United States. 
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. WASHINGTON . 0 C. 20036 

12021 387-2!0) 

Co-Oirec1or: ALBERT VORSPAN 
Co-Director & Counsel: 

RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN 

Mr. Sol Cohen 
J.D.C. 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Sol, 

May 13, 1986 

It was real pleasure having the opportunity to talk through our program with you last month. I wanted to follow up with a letter formalizing our request. 
We would like to suggest two alternative plans r egarding REAP (The Reform Movements's Ethiopian Jewry Assistance Project). 

Our preference would be to have the JDC simply take over our position in the project. This would envolve the JDC operating through SACOW quietly like we are doing. As you know SACOW (Surgical Aid for Children Of the World) is the bona fide group under whose name this project is being run in Ethiopia. They are a responsible group with whom we have had no trouble working. 
If you took it over in the same relation to SACOW that we have, you would select and brief the doctors, pay for the program, and make the decisions on the actual implementation of the proj ect in Ethiopia (in consultation with SACOW). In other words you would be the behind the scenes agent for SACOW to continue the management of the program. 

You had said in our meeting that if you took the program over you would want to operate it in the name of the JDC . I just do not believe this is feasible as the Ethiopians we are working with are already concerned with SACOW's unofficial interest in the Jews. If they have been reluctant to let JDC American doctors staff the Tedda clinic, I am not optimistic they will agree to JDC doctors replacing the SACOW doctors. · Finally, I would be very cautious about even mentioning this idea to the Ethiopians for fear that they would suspect a prior tie between the JDC and SACOW which might hurt the JDC's operational ability in Gondar. 

If the JDC does not want to take over the program, then we would want to make a formal request for JDC funding of the UAHC for this. If we do not secure 
I funding for this project in the very near future we will either have to abandon it or launch a much more public fundraising campaign. 1 

I hope you will consider our request seriously. Outside of your own program we are the only Jewish program on the ground in Gondor. With our current permission to move into the villages and perhaps to help staff the clinics, the continuation of the project is very important. I would certainly hope that this falls within the guidelines of the type of program which the JDC would fund. 

The Reli ious Action Center is under the auspices of the Comm,ss1on on Social Action of Reform Judaism. a 101nt 1ns trumen1al11y of the CENTRAL CONFERgENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGR EG ATIONS with its aff,hates- Na 11onal Federa11on of Tern~ Sisterhoods. National Federa 11on of Temple Brotherhoods. Na11onal Federation of Temple Youth . • 
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Rabbi David Saperstein 
Religious Action Center 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rabbi Saperstein: 

June 9, 1986 

(2 12) 687·6200 
Cables: Jo1ntd1sco New York 
Telex: 62873 

Your letter of May 13, 1986, addressed to Dr. Saul Cohen was 
referred to me for reply. In view of a number of recent 
developments which may make it feasible for JDC to establish its 
own medical teams in Gondar Province we must put off consideration 
of your request. 

We are now entering the stages of exploration and negotiation with 
the authorities. Once this is complete and we have a clear 
picture of what options we have we shall consider 
your request and get back to you. 

Thank you for your interest. With kindest regards, 

SBS:ho 
cc: Ralph I. Goldman 

Amos Avgar 

Director, & Budget 
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Mr. Ralph Goldman 
Joint Distribution Committee 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ralph, 

October 9, 1986 

Happy new year. As you know, last year we requested funding from the J.D.C. 
for our medical project in Gondar, Ethiopia--Project REAP. At that time we 
were told that you were attempting to establish your own medical personnel in 
Gondar, and that the outcome of that effort would affect our request. It was 
projected that a decision would be reached by September 1, 1986. 

Due to lack of funding we have not made arrangements for any medical personnel 
to replace our Dr. Goldhagen when he completes his service next March. 
Therefore, we are very anxious to hear if our request will be granted. If you 
would inform me of any developments which have occurred, I would be most 
appreciative. Thank you very much. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mace Levin 
Burton and Ellen Bronsther 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi David Saperstein 



Mr. Ralph Goldman 
J.D.C. 
711 3rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ralph, 

January 6, 1987 

On January 12, 1987 at 2:00 pm a meeting will be held at the U.A. H.C. office in 
New York (838 5th Ave.). The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the future 
of our medical project in Ethiopia, Project REAP. 

We would like to invite you to attend this meeting. As the J.D.C. has a great 
interest in projects held in Ethiopia, and as there is the possibility of our 
expanding our work in the Gondar region, we feel it important that our 
organizations continue to communicate with each other. 

We would also like an update as to our request for funding of our project. 
After our last inquiry this past July we were told that you were working to 
further establish your own medical team in Gondar, but would have a response 
for us some time in September. We have not yet received an answer from your 
organization. 

Included in this packet is the contract that SACOW has recently signed with the 
Addis Ababa University, and two letters which were written by our doctor who is 
presently in Ethiopia. We would appreciate any advice that you might have 
regarding our endeavors, and look hope that you will be able to attend the 
meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi David Saperstein 

cc. Al Vorspan 



June 23, 1988 

FROM: Glenn S. Stein 

TO: Al Vorspan 

RE: JDC and Project REAP 

I received a disapointing letter from Carol Doroshow (our doctor in 
the other day. The dissapointing part was in reference to the JDC. 
portion of her letter which applies reads as follows: 

Ethiopia) 
The 

"Both John (her husband) and I have discussed letting you know about a conversation we had with Zein (the dean of the Gondar School of Medial Science and their Ethiopian supervisor) last week. We still do not have our 
identification cards which you must have in Ethiopia. Zein told us that the Americans at the Teda clinic complained to officials that they were concerned that we would infringe on their work or try to involve ourselves in their work at their clinic. Zein felt this was holding up the cards and our official sanction in being here. The head dean of Addis University has written to security asking for help in getting us our cards. I tell you this not because I feel our cards will not eventually come but to hopefully allow you to speak with the New York representatives of JDC to reassure them that this is NOT out intention. I know both John and I will avoid any bad feelings or intermixing of work. I would hate to think JDC would actively work at making our stay here less pleasant .. I hope all this will work out soon." 

Al, in addition for your information only -- you should know that the North 
American Conference on Ethiopian Jews believes that the reason their last 
delegation to Ethiopia had trouble getting to the Jewish villages is because of things the JDC has said about them in Ethiopia. I did not give this much 
credibility before -- but now I must wonder. 

Please call Aryeh Cooperstock -- this nonsense must stop. 
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ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y. 11570 
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The agreement between SACOW and Addis Ababa University was accomplished after 
multiple meetings and conferences with the below named individuals. The following 
individuals participated in framing the final agreement. 

1.) Dr. Male de Maru, Dean, Gondar College of Medical Sciences. 

2.) Dr. Gebresalassie, Head, Community Health Departmen~, Gondar College 
of Medical Sciences. 

3.) Dr. Jeff Goldhagen 

4.) Professor Demissie Habte, Dean, Faculty of Medicine 

5.) Professor Taye Mekuria, Head, Department of Surgery, Faculty of 
Medicine, Addis Ababa. 

6.) Professor Orvar Johnson, Associate Director of Surgery, Black 
Lian Hospital. 

7.) Professor Nebiat Tafari, Head, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty 
of Medicine, A<l<lis Ababa. 

8.) Dr. Haile Gabriel Dagne, Vice President for Business and Development, 
Addis Ababa University. 

9.) Dr. Aragay 

10.) Dr. Gizan Tsehai, Minister of Health 

11.) Mrs. Sophia Desalegn, Research and Publications Office, Addis Ababa 
University. 
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Agreement Between Addis Ababa University (MU) 

and Surgical Aid for Children of the World (SACOW) 

The Addis Ababa University (herelnaiter called the Univer~ity)and 

Surgical Aid to children of the lforld (hereinafter called SACO\-J) have 

had an ongoing relationship in a medical programme Jointly established 

in March 1986. Subsequent to an onsite visit and review of the progress 

of the programme by Or. Burton Hronsther and Mayor Ellyn nronsther, 

Prc~.idc11t and Vice President of S\COW respectively, it was mutual]y 

agreed that this programme had a great deal to offer to the people of 

Ethiopia and also to the participating SACOW scholars. 

Upon the request of the University SACO\.J has hereby agreed to extend 

and e::pand its assistance to cover two programmes which are hereafter 

called: 

1. GCMS (Gondar College of Medical Sciences) - SACOW Programme. 

2. FMA (Faculty of Medicine, Addis Ababa) - SACOW Programme. 

Both procrarnmes are guided by the expressed aim of self-sufficiency 

through bu.i.l<ling technical capability in the ar~as of medical activity 

included in the respective progromme. They will extend for a period 

of 2 years contingent upon a review and re-evaluation of the programmes 

by the University and SACO\L Tl1is will he accomplished within 8-12 

months from the date of tills agreement. 

l. i.: . ; ,·: \ . ·: ,·: . ,·: : :_ 
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l. l. 2 lnvolve111ent in training of senior medical students 

inn model health unit. 

1.1. J Involvement in the training of nursing and sanitarian 

students. 

1.1.4 To create appropriate forum for development of resenrch, 

intervention, and disease control programmes. 

1.4.5 Development of information, monitoring, and referral 

systems. 

1.4.6 Delivery of primary health care including a full public 

l'.c~;lth pro:_,!'ammc centen'!d fn the Kolln Diba Henl th 

Center. These provisions are to include: 

a. Primary health care (Medical care including nursing 

service). 

b. l·laternal/child health services and family planning. 

c. Expnn<led programme on immunization (EPI). 

cl. E11v i ronmental health services. 

1.2 Undertakings 

1.2.l Un<lertakings of Addis Ababa University 

a. Provi<le sufficlent incentive to recruit and c111ploye 

Ethiopian academic staff. 

b. Provide physical facilities for training of stu<lents 

(<lor111itories,di11ning hall etc.) in rural c1L·e;;s 

c1nd improve physical faciU tics to fulfill departmi:!nt.:il 

needs. 

c. Provide funds for fuel anc.l other tr.:insport needs. 

<l. Supply equipment a11J <lrugs for health institutions 

use<l for training. 

e. Maintain public rel.:itions aspects of the progra111111c 

(contact \.Jith govern ment and community organiz.itions). 

f. l'roviJe supp<.Ht fur research uy stuJents an<l staff 

111 tl1e field tr,7i1ti11 ~ areas. 
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1) . 

a. Provide community health experts. which will i11..:l11de 

faculty, residenrs, externs and nurses until such 

time sufficient local trained manpower is avaiL:ible. 

b. Support local efforts to improve physical [acilltles 

for field training and department. 

c. Provide training opportunities for local staff 

including exchange of experts between universities. 

d. Support at.tempts to improve transportation, equipment 

and drug supply for training health institutions. 

e. Provide additional support to research programmes. 

Full details of the programme will be worked out in 

due course and become part of this agreement upon acceptance 

by the Ministry o( llealth, GCMC and SACO\~. 

1. J Expected Effects of tile Joint Action 

1.3.1 Different approaches for health service management 

will be tested and those proved effective will be 

recummcn<led for country wide application. 

1.3.2 Students will be given training in real life situation 

which prepares them for leadership in community me<llcine. 

1.3.3 This pilot programme will be extended to three more 

districts, namely Tse<la, Addis Zemen and Gorgora 

covering an estimatc<l population of 200,0f'O. Th~ ext1;11slon 

will begin \.Jitltin three to six months. 

1.3.4 Communities will receive expanded services (see Addendum 1) 

2. Fl-11\-SACOW Programme 

This programme aims at est;1bllslii11g self-sufficiency 111 pediatric 

surgery at the HL\ (Faculty o( 1-le<llcine). Tl1ere will be monthly 

visits of high level Si\CU\~ scholars in pediatric surgery, pediatric 

urology, pediatric orthopedics, pediatric anesthesia, pedL.1tric 

ENT, oncology, neonatoloty an<l gastroenterology an<l other specialities 

as would be requcste<l by l:tl,\. Further, SACU\4 u11Jert:1kes to help 

in the establislime11t uf ,., l\11rn ll1tlt within the F.1culty ul tteJll:ine. 



/··. ,lit.: L: 111v<.:rsic:,- ·.:iJJ ;ippui11L i.l scif( to coordinate tlie unit a11<l 

rrovide space for :-,1me. S,\COW flurn Coordinator will work out the 

details of this ll11r11 Unit with the Ethiopian Coordinator. 

Full details of Ll1e re111ol11der u( the programme will be worked out 

in detail with a SACOW scl1olar who will visit the Faculty in February 

1987. 

SACOW shall obtain a ·car but the University will provide an appropriate 

license, fuel and maintenance for the car. International travels 

and maintenance costs for the duration of stay_ of the scholars 

will be covered by SACOW. SACOW shall also contribute 1,000 Birr 

per month to help the University administer the programme. 

It is understood that the Unviersity shall provide accommodation 

to SACOW scholars and expedite immigration formalities, travelling 

papers and residence permits. 

DATE: November 21, 1986 

Dr. Burton Bronsther 
on behalf of SACOW 

·.2ccfzl\ f ,l,~/~ 
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l Addendum 1 

Structure of Health Delivery System 

\..____cr._.t-ts __ l Gondar Regional Health 
Department 

Gondar Hospital 

' \ 
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I 

I 
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\ Kolla Diba Health 
\ Center 

j ,' '~----...-------

-- -- - . _J -

liealtli Station 

Health Puses 

Health Station 
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1'l~C aih?Vta· li~1il tu\.~ 
Oondar ~ollege of Medical Sciences 

September 6, 1988 

Burton Bronather, M.D • 
. Surgical Aid to Chil~en of the World 

195 North V.illage Avenue , 
Rockville Cen~er, New York 11570 
USA·~ • C ·:.. \ • 

. Dear Dr. B.ronather, 

' 

This document will serve as a formal request that the 
·, 

Board of Directors of SACOW implement a program of Pediatric 
' . 

Surgical Assi.stance in this country at the earliest possible 

date. • 

/ 
We will endeavor to cooperate ai;~ assist your staff in any 

supportive fi:>rmat that is mutua°iiy beneficial. 
\I 

We look forward to an early response. 

Sinciy,. 
. / ~\ 

Zein d Zain, 
• Dean • • 

·f·. 

f?"' .,, ' -1:, 196 PBX 11017-4 
Teltohou" 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER. ·e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIO NS 
..,_ • PRESIDENT -838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N .Y. 10021 12121 249-0100 

Mr. Yosef I. Abramowitz 
Chai:i::-person 

and 
Mr. Daniel Yossef 
Executive Director 

_Reunify Ethiopian Jewry 

May 4, 1989 
-29 Nisan 5749 

cJo World Union of Jewish Students 
P . O • Box 7 914 .. 
Jerusal~m 91077 Israel 

, 
Dear Messr& Abramowitz and Yossef: 

I have you~ various materials ·regarding the pliaht of Et hio~ -- . . pian Jewry and I -- write ··to advise that · I have signed ~Il' in- • 
--; ~ ticmal. peti tio"n -which I return to you herewith.· • There 

are a number of · staff members here at t he . Union who ·. have al.:.. 
ready signed this or _·si~ilar petitions. It is a caus·e which 
is very near a ·nd dear to our hearts.. We are pleased to par-:-

. ·ticipate ~ • 

With every good wish_, - I am 

Sincerely., · 
/ 

I 

Alexander M~ Schindler -

. r 

enc. 



Sponsored by 
The Commtttee 
for Family 
Reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry 

Ethiopian Jewish 
Students 
Association 

National Council 
for Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel 

Beta Israel 
Association 

Association of 
Ethiopian 
Immigrants 

World Union 
of Jewish 
Students 
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Rabbi Schindler Alexander 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Re: The Plight of Ethiopian Jewry 

On behalf of the World Union of Jewish 
Students, we are pleased to enclose the 
Activist Campaign Kit for the Reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 

As you 
reports, 
affecting 
desperate 

are no doubt aware from the recent 
both media and official, the tragedy 

this community is now reaching the 
stage. 

Together with the Ethiopian leadership in 
Israel, WUJS has launched a public campaign to 
prioritize and highlight this plight. Indeed, 
we believe that this should be the major 
concern of the Jewish world in general and of 
the Zionist community in particular. 

As you can see from our enclosures, care has 
been taken to portray the Ethiopian community 
in a realistic rather than pathetic light. The 
campaign is a positive campaign and the title 
slogan "We are Family" indicates to the 
community and from the community the unity and 
joint purpose that should inspire us all. 



In sharing this informa~ion ( which is currently being 
promoted in 15 countries around the world) with you, we would 
like to bring your attention to the petition and the bracelet 
project in particular. 

The Petition: Conceived by Hanan Aynor, Israel's last 
ambassador to Ethiopia and approved jointly by the WUJS 
Executive and the leadership of the Ethiopian community, the 
petition has been endorsed by a majority in Israel's 
Government and Knesset {see reverse side of kit folder). This 
legitimacy should pave the way for a united effort for a 
public campaign. 

The Adoption Bracelet Project: Enclosed in the kit is a 
complementary bracelet. The bracelets are made from sterling 
silver with real leather straps. They come with the name and 
address of an Ethiopian youth/student whose family remains 
left behind in Ethiopia. It is interesting to note that the 
Ethiopians themselves make these bracelets. 

By adopting Ethiopian youth, the public campaign develops a 
personal dimension allowing for many positive dynamics 
including the fact that via correspondence the Ethiopian 
youth do not feel so isolated, their pain is tangibly shared 
and the diaspora communities who are removed from the miracle ~ 
of this Aliyah can themselves be inspired. 

We are turning to you, as a member of the Executive of the 
World Zionist Organization, with a view to cooperating and 
advancing the goals of this campaign. We welcome your 
feedback on the enclosed material and would be happy to 
supply further information (such as bracelet costs including 
group rates) on request. 

In addition, we would like to add your name as a signatory to 
the International petition and have enclosed a petition sheet 
(for this purpose) for you to sign and return to us. Your 
name will then be published along with the other Jewish 
leaders in the future. 

We look forward to your response. 

Yossef 

Executive Director 
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v4 Sponsored by 
Committee for Family Reunification 
Beta Israel 
Association of Ethiopian Immigrants 
Association of Ethiopian Students 
National Council for Ethiopian Jews 
World Union of Jewish Students 

"If on the campuses throughout the world, the World Union of Jewish Students undertakes to 
carry out an activist policy for Ethiopian Jewry, as it has done with relation to Soviet Jewry, the 
movement for the reunification in Israel of Ethiopia.JJ J~wis.h familie~, will, + am certain, be very 
considerably _strengthened; ' ,· ~ • . :.: ~ • • _ . ' . • ,· •. '. ·. , . . • . . ' • : .' . . • . • ~ • . . . . . • . . , . ' : • 

. . , . ,, . . ' ' ' 
Speech by President Chaim Herzog to the International Jewish Students Conference on 
Ethiopian Jewry. • . • . • •• • • ·: • • • • ·' • 
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A majori ty of Knesset MemQers have signed the International Petition ( see over) 
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We the undersigned Members of Knesset and Chief Rabbis of Israel appeal to the government of 
Ethiopia to express our shock and deep concern about the plight of Ethiopian Jews who are 
denied the right to join their children, fathers and mothers living in other countries. 

Ethiopia, as co-signatory of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the ·United Nations, is 
obliged to abide by its clause permitting and assisting the unification of families separated by 
migration. This principle is accepted and respected by all civilized governments and members of 
the international community of nations. 

We implore the government of Ethiopia to heed the Biblical supplication: 

"Let my People Go" 

, Geula Cohen (Tehiya) 
Yitzhak Navon - Deputy Prime Minister 

Haim Corfu (Likud) 
Baim Bar-Lev - Minister of Police Avraham Poraz (Shinui) 

Eli Dayan (Ma'arach) ' 

Arye Der'i - Minister of Interior Menahem, Porush (Agudat Israel) 
Shlomo Dayan (Shas) ~ 

Rafael Edri - Minister without Portfolio Haim R~on (M;l'arach) 

Mordechai Gur - Minister without Portfolio 
Sara Doran (Likud) 

Reuven Rivlin (Likud) 
Arye Eliav (Ma'arach) 

Ronnie Milo - Minister of Enviroment Amnon Rubinstein (Shinui) 
I 

G~iah Gal (Ma'arach) 
Dan Meridor - Minister of Justice Yehoshua Saguy (Likud) 

Yitzhak Haim Peretz - Minister of Absorption 
Pessah Grupper (L*ud) 

Yossi Sarid (Citizen's Rights Mvmnt) 

Yitzhak Rabin - Minister of Defense 
Shmuel Halpert (Agudat Yisrael) 

Shimon Shetreet (Ma'arach) 

Avner Hai Shaki - Minister without Portfolio 
Micha Harish (Ma'arach) 

Dov Shilansky (Likud) - Speaker of Knesse 

Moshe Shahal - Minister of Energy 
Yigael Hurvitz (Likud) 

Dan Tichon (Likud) 
Yisrael Kessar (Ma'arach) 

Yaakov Tsur - Minister of Health Yafr Tsaban (Mapam) 
' 

Ezer Weizman - Minister of Science 
Yair Levy (Shas) 

Yoash Tsiddon (Tsomet) 

Gad Yaakobi - Minister of Communications 
Yitzhak Levy (Nat. Religious Party) 

Avraham Verdiger (Agudat Yisrael) 

Aharon Abuhatzeira (Likud) 
David Libai (Ma'arach) 

Eliezer Waldman (Tehiya) 

Shulamit Aloni (Citizen's Rights Mvmnt.) 
Uriel Lirin (Likud) 

Shevah Weiss (Ma'arach) 
Ora Namir (Ma'arach) 

Shoshana Arbeli-Almoslino (Ma'arach) Emanuel Zisman (Ma'arach) 
Yuval Ne'eman (Tehiya) 

Yosef Azran (Shas) Dedi Tzuker (C.R.M.) 
Binyamin Netanyahu (Likud) 

Uzi Baram (Ma'arach) HaRav A. Shapira Ashkenazi Ch. Rabbi 
Yehuda Perah (Likud) 

Binyamin Ben Elizer (Ma'arach) R. Mordechai Eliyahu Sephardi Ch. Rabbi 
Amir Peretz (Ma'arach) 

Yigal Bibi (Nat. Religious Party) Rabbi Ovadia Yosef - Rishon le Tzion 
Hanan Porat (N.R.P.) 

Avrahm Burg (Ma'arach) I 
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THE SILENCE IS CRIMINAL 

I 
I 
1111 
!!! 

Jerusalem Post, Tuesday October 17, 1988 

Dai ly, we receive letters which cry 
out with pain and sorrow. The 
letters speak of death and famine. 
Our relatives plead with us to bring 
them to Jerusalem. 
Yet you remain silent. 
The letters speak of women who 
are alone, children who are 
starving, and villages which are 
vanishing. 
Yet for over four years our families 
have been abandoned by silence, 
and condemned to slowly 
disappear through death and 
deprivation. Once again, the 
crime of silence which was 
perpetrated during the Holocaust 
is being repeated. The Jewish 
community which has been 
inflicted with this silence is 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
In our efforts to reunite our 
families we approached the 
leadership of American Jewry. 
Our plea was to take a more public 
stance on behalf of our families. 
During the September meeting of 
the Council of Jewish Federations 
(CJF), in New York, the issue of 
Ethiopian Jewry was discussed. 
However, a session chaired by a 
member of the National Jewish 
Community Relations Advisory 
Council (NJCRAC) chose to quash 
any attempts to create any public 
activity on behalf of Ethiopian 
Jewry. 
We ask why? 
Ironically, this silence is justified 
by the desire not to repeat the 
same mistake that halted 
Operation Moses. Therefore 
Jewish leadership has determined 
to maintain complete 
confidentiality in all aspects 
regarding Ethiopian Jewry. The 
problem with this logic is that it is 
backwards. Operation Moses was 
halted solely because 
Irresponsible leaders leaked 
details of a secret rescue 
operation. 

This outdated logic is condemning 
Ethiopian Jewry for a second time. 
It is irrational to equate the 
publicizing of a secret rescue 
operation with the creation of a 
public campaign promoting the 
humanitarian right of family 
reunification. 
As leaders of the Ethiopian 
community in Israel, we implore 
American Jewry to create a public 
campaign. This campaign will only 
stress the humanitarian right of 
family reunification for Ethiopian 
Jewry. It is not designed to 
criticize Israel. And, the 
campaign is also not intended to 
release any sensitive information. 
Unfortunately our appeal has 
fallen on deaf ears. 

This situation can be rectified. We 
believe the leaders of the Jewish 
Agency, its board of governors, 
can change the current policy 
impasse. Let us do away with the 
closed-door, confidential 
briefings. Let us not rely solely on 
quiet diplomacy or on the Joint 
Distribution Committee's non­
sectarian aid in Ethiopia. The new 
leaders of the Jewish Agency, led 
by Simcha Dinitz and Mendel 
Kaplan, have shown a readiness 
to change in many fields. We urge 
you to take upon yourselves the 
responsibility for creating a public 
campaign for the reunification of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
Positive lessons must be learned 
from the campaign for Soviet 
Jewry. The unique intertwining of 
quiet diplomacy and public 
advocacy has proven very 
effective. The government of 
Ethiopia must be made publicly 
aware of Ethiopian Jewry's 
humanitarian right to family 
reunification. Diplomatic efforts 
will only be enhanced if the 
Ethiopian government realizes 
that the state of Israel and 
Diaspora Jewry fully support a 
public campaign on behalf of 
Ethiopian Jewry. 
Ask yourselves a simple question. 
Do you know where your children 

or spouses are at this very 
moment? Are they safe? Are you 
sure? If for just one moment you 
twinged and thought about calling 
them, think about us. For over 
four years we have anguished 
over the guilt of leaving family 
behind in Ethiopia. If your family 
member was in danger, you would 
do everything possible to rescue 
moment. 
Our appeal now is not for money, 
but for partnership in completing 
the reunification of our families. 
The leaders of American Jewry 
constantly state their support for 
the reunification of Ethiopian 
Jewry. However, lip service is no 
longer acceptable. 
A confidential memo, distributed in 
the Washington D.C. area to 
rabbis and community leaders by 
the United Jewish Appeal/ 
Federation and the Jewish 
Community Council, clearly stated 
that "discussion and advocacy 
(for Ethiopian Jewry) must have a 
low to zero profile." This statement 
illustrates the national policy of 
the CJF and NJCRAC. 
Is this not irresponsible 
leadership? This analysis of the 
current situation regarding 
Ethiopian Jewry is based on the 
situation that existed in the late 
1970's a·nd early 1980's, and not 
with the reality of 1988. A public 

campaign is still equated with 
"Israel bashing." The reality is 
exactly the opposite. We are 
creating a public campaign that is 
focused solely on the 
humanitarian right of the 
reunification of our families. 
During the recent CJF meetings, 
the issue debated was not the 
merits of a full-scale public 
campaign. No demonstrations 
were debated. No vigils or lecture 
tours were discussed. Not even 
the issue of protesting outside the 
Ethiopian Embassy. No, these 
were not the controversial ·items 
debated. The debate centred on 
whether to support an 
international petition on behalf of 
family reunification. The petition 
reads as follows : 
"We the undersigned ... from all 
walks of life appeal to the 
government of Ethiopia to express 
our shock and deep concern 
about Ethiopian Jews who are 
denied their rights to join their 
children, fathers and mothers 
living in other countries. 
"Ethiopia, as a co-signatory of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of the United Nations, is 
obliged to abide by its clause 
permitting and assisting the 
unification of families separated 
by migration - a principal accepted 
and respected by all civilized 
governments and members of the 
international community of 

'nations. 
"We implore the government of 
Ethiopia to heed the biblical 
supplication: 
"Let My People Go."' 
This petition was drafted with the 
assistance of ambassador Hanan 
Aynor, who served for many years 
as a diplomat in Africa and was 
Israel's last envoy to Ethiopia. 
This petition was rejected by 
American Jewish organ-izations, 
because they felt "it would arouse 
a negative response in the 
Ethiopian leadership." (The 
Jerusalem Post, "U.S . Jewish 
groups oppose Ethiopian Jews 
campaign," September 16, 1988). 
Did Diaspora Jewry ask the Soviet 
Union every t1me it organized a 
march or a petition campaign on 
behalf of Natan Sharansky or Ida 
Nude!? Were they concerned with 
Soviet sensrtivitie1;? The answers 
are obviously no. The most basic 
act of heightening awareness, 
signing a petition, was rejected. 
Have these Jewish leaders no 
moral conscience? 
In the early 1960's the Jewish 
establishment tried to prevent a 
public campaign to promote the 
aliya of Soviet Jewry. Is history 
repeating itself? 

A basic humanitarian right is being 
denied Ethiopian Jewry. Our 
families are divided! This act of 
forced separation must be 
rectified immediately. More than 
15,000 Jews remain in Ethiopia. 
How long can you remain silent? 
Absorption Minister Ya'acov Tsur 
has told us many times that 
Ethiopian Jewry has a legitimate 
right and obligation to 
demonstrate and speak out on 
behalf of our families. Do. Israelis 
and Diaspora Jewry have any less 
right or obligation? 
The board of governors of the 
Jewish Agency can make a major 
difference. A clear policy 
mandate must be given to support 
an international public campaign 
on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry. 
However, as a first step, 
approving the petition and 
mandating ~ri Gordon, head of the 
Aliyah Department, to actively 
distribute it, will be a very positive 
change. This will send a clear 
message to Diaspora Jewish 
organizations and volunteer 
groups in Israel that the time has 
come to speak out on the 
humanitarian right of family 
reunification for Ethiopian Jewry. 
This is the type of creativity and 
boldness which is needed in 1988 
in order to save Ethiopian Jewry. 
The current thought process 
which exists within Diaspora 
Jewish leadership will doom our 
families to exile and death. As a 
community, we are united on this 
stand. Now let us work together 
as partners. Let us be proud of 
our efforts, public and quiet, which 
will er:iable Ethiopian Jewry to 
achieve its long lost dream of 
returning to Zion. 

Shlomo Mula, Chairman 
Ethiopian Jewish Students 
Association 
Rachamim Elazar, Chairman 
National Council for Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel 
Uri Tekele, Chairman 
Beta Israel Association 
Yisrael Yitzhak, Chairman 
Association of Ethiopian 
lmmigran 
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There are at least 15,000 Jews currently trapped in Ethiopia and 
more than 1,000 Ethiopian children living in Israel without their 

parents. At the time of their Aliya the Ethiopian youth hoped to 
be shortly reunited with their parents and relatives. 

Today, this hope has turned to despair. 
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WHY A PUBLIC 
CAMPAIGN? 

Having dealt with Ethiopian­
African affairs for the last 30 
years at the Foreign Ministry 
and now at the Truman 
Institute of the Hebrew 
University, and having served 
as Israel's last Ambassador to 
Addis Ababa, I shall try and 
summa ri ze my opinion on the 
matter of the rescue of the 
rema1n1ng Beta Israel 
(Falasha 's) in Ethiopia. 

1. Nothing should be done at 
this juncture without the 
open or tacit consent of the 
Ethiopian authorities. 

2. Considering that Ethiopia 
is governed by a military 
Junta with strong ideo­
logical and military ties to 
the Soviet Union and the 
Communist bloc of 
nations, and that ... 

3. Ethiopia is again exposed 
to a grave famine situation 
in the North-West - in the 
Wollo, Tigray and Erytrea 
provinces. like in former 
years, Ethiopia expects to 
receive Western help and 
food shipments of about 
350 million US$ for its 
starving population. Part 
of these shipments have 
been diverted, in the past, 
to feed the Army and also 
have been sold on the 
black market. The 
Ethiopian government 
used these shipments as a 
tool to control an unruly 
rural population. 

4. During the last five 
months Ethiopia's military 
si tuation has gravely 
deteriorated. At the end of 
April, an Arm y group of 
about two divisi ons 
reinforced by support units 
has been defeated by 
Erytrean forces near the 
re gion of NAFKA. 
Rumours claim losses of 
about ten thousand killed 
and important quantities 
of tanks, artillery and arms 
lost; th e commanding 

genera l arrested and 
possibly executed. A 
national emergency was 
declared and students and 
highschool pupils were 
mobiliz~d into the armed 
services. About two 
months ago, Tigrinean 
Rebel Forces conquered the 
famous town of AXUM in 
central Ethiopia. On the 
Southern border with 
Somalia in the OGADEN, 
as among the Muslim affar 
in the Galla populations 
exists much unrest but not 
yet open rebellion. 

5. Being afraid that permitting 
the unification of Jewish 
families could affect their 
relations with their pro­
communist Muslim-Arab 
allies (South Yemen - lybia) 
the Ethiopian government 
has been intransigen t to 
our pleas and requests. 

6. Prestroika. The New 
Soviet policy as ela bora led 
and implemented by 
Gorbashev, added another 
new and vital com­
plication to Ethiopian 
difficulties. The Soviets are 
cutting their foreign 
political and mili tary obli­
gations to a minimum in 
Asia and Africa. They are 
leaving Afghanistan and 
are disengaging from 
Cambodia. Their Cuban 
allies retreat from Angola, 
and Mozambique signed 
agreements with South 
Africa. The Head of the 
Ethiopian ruling Junta, 
Mangistu Haile Moriam 
secretly visited Moscow last 
month. It seems that th e 
Soviet Block will not put an 
immediate stop to its 
Ethiopian involvement, 
but will gradually reduce its 
expendi tu re . Informed 
circles believe that this year 
the Soviet Block will cut by 
20% its military assistance 
of about 800 million U.S. 

by 
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personnel and arms 
deliveries. 

7. The Ethiopian government 
reacted to its cha nged 
internal and external 
situation by sending in­
formal, non -publicised 
missions to Western States 
explaining their rea diness 
to cooperate economically 
and politically by opening 
Et hio pia to Western 
investments, etc. Actually 
Ethiopian auth ori ties are 
looking desperately for a 
Western replacement of 
the reduced Sovie t 
presence. 

8. This is the historic moment 
to mobilise Western public 
opinion through a well­
organized and advertised 
petition addressed to the 
Ethiopian government -
directed to arouse 
widespread interest in the 
plight of Ethiopian Jewry. 

9. It is proposed that lar ge 
Jewish service organi­
za tions spea rhead the 
petition on a local and 
national level. The petition 
should then be presented to 
the Ethiopian Embassy and 
to th e National foreign 
ministries for action . 

10. We consider a well­
orga nized in tern a tional 
petition campaign capable 
of sensitizing Wester n 
public opinion and creating 
its own politica l 
momentum and will 
finally oblige Ethiopian 
authorities to consider 
conciliatory attitudes 
towards our request for 
family unification. 

Hanan S. Aynor 
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RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN 

From: Rabbi David Saperstein 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

---Re: Your upcoming meeting with Shimon Peres and Ethiopian Jewry concerns 

Please share the following information with Prime Minister Peres: 

RESETTLEMENT 

Art Fost, one of our REAP doctors who recently returned from Ethiopia, told us 
about witnessing peasants being loaded onto transport helicopters at the Gondar 
airport. He felt certain that these people were being forcibly relocated as 
part of the Ethiopian "resettlement" program. This was one of the first 
concrete indications of the resettlement program affecting people in the Gondor 
region. (See enclosed article for background on the general resettlement 
program). 

His report, now substantiated by reliable U.S. government information that as 
many as 50,000 people have already been deported from the Gondar region, is 
cause for serious concern. Most alarmingly, resettlement has reached Adis 
Zemen which is less than 20 miles from the Jewish villages. 

Although we do not have any information that suggests that any Ethiopian Jews 
have been resettled as of this time, we are very concerned over the increase of 
this activity near the area where Ethiopian Jews live . 

. "!£>:-";:- ~-:. , ..:p-:;,~,..,., ,. 
·.o=-~'!>< •• Our concern is two-fold. First, as the enclosed article indicates, as many as 
.'.;_~--- 100,000 Ethiopians have died in the resettlement process. That is tragic 

enough. We don't want the Jews caught up in it. Secondly, given the 
lightening speed with which the resettlement program is i~plemented, thousands 
of Jews could suddenly be dispersed to remote regions, making rescue much more 
difficult and subjecting the Jews to an uncertain fate. 

It is not clear whether the Israelis are fully aware of this development. 

(SE"E ~BJ o EV~/vr1= P1IT o ,,J /Jorro r-1 or /\.Is xr ~ /9 Gr--) 

CANADIAN REUNIFICATION INITIATIVE 

The Israelis have been using the Swedish government to serve as their 
negotiator with the Ethiopian government on allowing the remaining Ethiopian 
Jews to be reunitied with their families in Israel, as guaranteed by 
international law. So far the Swedes, like other governments before them, 
have been unsuccessful. 

The Religious Action Center is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism, a I0Int instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS wtth Its aff1liates-Nat1onal Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Nauonal Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. National Federation of Temple Youth . -.366 



Currently, experts are suggesting that the Canadians can be effective in such efforts since they have a particularly good relationship with the Ethiopians. Canada is the one country that has supplied Ethiopia with large amounts of aid without criticizing their "resettlement" activity. 

The Canadians seem .to be waiting, however, for a clearer sign from the Israeli government that they would like the Canadians to serve as a negotiator in the family reunification process. (See the enclosed letter from Prime Minister Mulroney). 

It may be that the Israelis feel that the Ethiopians will not be receptive no matter who asks them. That may be true, but at a time of such urgency there does not seem much downside risk from trying. 
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p R I M E . M ·, N I s T E R • p R EM I E: R M I N I s TR E • Ottawa, KlA 0A2 
January.9, 1986 

Dear Lloyd, 

.I would like to thank you very much £or your letter of August 15 regarding Canadian assistance in the reunification of families of Ethiopian Jews. 
Canadians were touched by the plight of the Ethiopian Jews who had sought refuge in Sudan last year. At that time, our country received approximately fifty Jewish r~fugees who had opted for reunification with families in Canada. With respect to the Jews still in Ethiopia (according to our infor~ation, the number is closer to 5,000), we have made arrangements with the Jewish Immigration Aid Society (JIAS) in order to facilitate the immigration to Canada of those who wish to do so. 
It is our understanding, however, that most have expressed the wish to resettle in Israel, While we are 2repared to approach the Ethiopian government on those cases which affect Canada, we do not think that either party, in this case the Ethiopian and Israeli governments, would welcome

1
canadian intervention. This, in fact, has already been ndicated to us by those concerned. 

I would like to thank. you for making me aware of your concerns. Let me assure you that we will continue to monitor the situation very closely and do what we can, as appropriate, to assist in re-unification. 

With every good wish, 

Yours sincerely, 

The Honourable Lloyd Crouse, P.C., M.P., Room 558-D, 
Centre Block, 

.,. . 

House of Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

KlA 0A6 
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! Ethiopians Risk Lives Fleeing Resettlement 
. • Escapees to Sudan Tell of Deaths, Degradation in Two Countries 

r:~ ,. -· -.------------------
r.~ ·~JI", .,r: By Blaine Harden 

W.M1,inJc1nn Puo& f.ln,i1n Seme 

ED DAMAZIN, Sudan-The dismal odyssey of the 
young Ethiopian mother began last spring with a false promise of free food. 

That promise lured Letehawaria Gebre Yessus into a 
• trip that took her from the highlands of northern Ethi­
opia to a swampy resettlement camp in its south-

• western corner. Late in February, after an escape jour­
ney of three months, she found her way here to a ref­
ugee camp in the thorn-tree badlands of eastern Sudan. 

En route, she said, she was forced by Ethiopian sol­
diers to abandon her two children, and she watched her 
husband die of disease in a crowded transit camp. After 
fleeing Ethiopia, she said, she was robbed, beaten, 
raped and held as a slave by Sudanese rebels. 

The woman's story, which she quietly told in the 
shade of a refugee tent, echoes those of many of the 
nearly 1,000 Ethiopian refugees here who have fled the 
~es_ettl~ment program that the Ethiopian government 
ms1sts ts the only possible long-term solution to chronic famine in the country. 

Nearly 600,000 northern Ethiopians have been 
moved south by the program since November 1984. 
When it began, Tamrat Kebede, the Ethiopian official • 
responsible for designing the program, said in an inter­view in Addis Ababa that the resettlement would be · 
voluntary, that families would not be split and that each family would be given about five acres of land to farm privately. I 

Tamrat said then_ that these conditions would gua'r- : 
ant~e th~ ~uman nghts ·and self-respect of resettled 1· famme ·VJcttms, and would ensure needed grass-roots sup~rt. 

But interviews here with escap­
ees from resettlement camps, along 
with the reports of researchers and 
relief workers who have conducted 
random surveys among refugees, 
indicate that the Ethiopian govern~ 
ment has widely violated and ig­
nored its preset conditions. 

As Ethiopia's famine abates, the 
resettlement program continues, 
with a goal of moving 1.5 million 
people by the end of this year. The 
program has become by far the 1 • 
most contentious issue between 
Marxist Ethiopia and the western 
governments and private relief or­
ganizations that supply most of its 
famine assistance. 

The Ethiopian gove~ent tem­
porarily suspend~ the resettle­
ment program at the end of last 
month in response to criticism from 
western aid donors. The suspen­
sion, to last an indefinite period, 
was ordered "for a period of consol­
idation and to digest what they have 

• already done.~ a senior western aid 
official in Addis Ababa told United 

• Press International last weekend. 
• According to western aid officials 

in th~ Ethiopian capital, the final 
1,000 resettlers arrived in Asosa 
from Wela Province in the last 
week of February. Ethiopian gov­
ernment officials, while not official­
ly announcing the suspension, said 
last week that internal and external 
aiticism has forced a government 
review of resettlement. But west­
ern aid officials say that it was pri­
marily outside donor criticism that 
forced the suspension. 
. While Italy and Canada have giv­
en money specifically to support 
resettlement, most other donors 
have expressed reservations. The 
United States, by far the largest 
food donor, has condemned the pro­
gram as a diversion of resources 
better spent in the famine-affected 
north. A French-based relief agen­
cy, Doctors Without Borders, was 
expelled from Ethiopia last fall for 
charging that up to 100,000 per­
sons had died as a result of reset­
tlement. 

Most critics of resettlement con­
tend that it has a political, not a hu­
manitarian, aim: to depopulate the 
rebel-dominated north, where the 
government has been unable for 
nearly a quarter century to impose 
military control. 

The Ethiopian government has 
admitted to some abuses in the pro­
gram by "overzealous local offi­
cials." But it mai~tains that the idea 
of moving famine victims from the 
drought-razed northern highlands 
to the fertile southwestern lowlands 
is sound. The Soviet-supported rul­
ers have dismissed most criticism of 
resettlement as motivated by west­
ern, anti-Marxist ideology disguised , 
as humanitarian concern. At the • 
same time, the Ethiopian govern­
ment strictly restricts outside ac­
cess to resettlement areas. 

The stories told here in this two­
month-old refugee camp come not 
from outsiders but from peasant 
tanners from the Wela and Tigray 
regions of northern Ethiopia. In 13 
separate interviews here, they told 
a consistent story, details of which 
are supported by earlier interviews 
in Ethiopia with relief officials. 

Most of the refugees said they 
were "tricked" into gathering in 
northern villages by government­
circulated promises that the "Red 
Cross" would be distributing free 
food. Many left their children be­
hind, thinking that they would soon 
be coming back home. However, · 
they were surrounded by Ethiopian 
soldiers and loaded onto buses or 
helicopters bound for transit camps. 
Several refugees said they saw sol­
diers shoot and kill farmers who 

.tried to run away. 
The settlers described several 

. weeks in transit camps, with short­
'. ages of food, water and medical 
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ians tried to escape from Gambela 
and Asosa. They said many were 
captured inside the border and that 
some drowned trying to c;rpss riv­
ers into Sudan. 

Letehawaria, the 27-year-old 
mother of two whose husband died 
in transit before reaching Gambela, 
was one of several hundred women 
captured by Sudanese rebel sol­
diers, believed by relief officials 

• '.': here to belong to the Sudanese Peo- • • • 
- pie's Liberatiop Army (SPLA), 

which controls nearby areas of 
southern Sudan. 

According to several of these wo­
men who arrived here last month, ·· 
the Sudanese rebel soldiers raped 
them and forced them to live for a 
month as slaves in Sudanese vil­
lages. Relief officials believe these 
:men were members of the Dinka 
;tribe, which dominates that region • 
of Sudan. 

The SPLA, which receives arms 
and funding from the Ethiopian gov­care, as well as many deaths from Gebre Selassie, 24, a political ernment, also extorted money from illness. They then were packed into refugee here who said he worked in many of the fleeing Ethiopians, Soviet Antonov transport planes or Asosa for the Ethiopian government stole their clothes and forced some buses for the 600- to 700-mile jour- as a medical assistant, supported of them back lo resettlement ~o,•<>d -;,._~~Y south to resettlement sites .. the_ accounts of ~ny_refugees by : camps, the refugees said~- -~;i-1 1·-~rc .• ,11f. l '­.;½P~ •• ~( Asosa and Gambela. Sever:31 ~rsayi~g that the maJor health -~rob. .~ "'Those who eluded or later es- . -.- -. -­• • ~td ~t Jle?Ple who ~me mt- 2 -~~ m the camps was ~alnutnuon. , caped the rebel soldiers have been . : . . , , . JCally ill dunng the bus nde south • • , Mo~t of the people in the camps brought here to Ed Damazin by the ·,~ a· . were hauled out ~ the buses and were S1ck ~cause of hunger. "Th~y Sudanese military. They are tern-abandoned at roadsides. were not g1v~n enoug~ food, said porarily under the care of the Fel-·~ ... 

1
, ln Garnbela and Asosa, lowland Gebre Sela~e. He said most set- Jowship for African Relief, a small • areas where more than 145,0~0 tiers were given about a pound of Canadian relief agency. The u N people have been resettled m com a day at Asosa, an amount nu- refu ee commission in Kha • • scores of new villages in the past 16 tritionists say is insufficient to saysg many f th r:t11°umbe tbs th ef ·d th • • bod • h hiJ d • o em soon w1 mon , e r ugees sa1 ere mamtam y we1g t w e omg transported rth d II d _were chronic shortages of food, heavy work. no an ~ owe to clothes and shelter. Many said they Refugees here said they were return across th~ ~rder mto rebel-became ill with malaria, a disease warned frequently by party cadre held_ areas of Ethi~pia. they had no experience with in the against trying to escape from the Like many of h~ fellow resettle­northern highlands. camps. In weekly "political educa- ment ~pees, Y1bran Alei_nay~h. Party cadre and soldiers, the ref- tion" meetings, the cadre warned 54, ~d h~ wants to fin_d his ~1fe ugees said, forced the settlers to settlers of Ethiopian soldiers who and stx ~ildren. He said ~ld1ers clear land and build houses, enforc- would shoot them, of wild animals in r~unded h1~ up a year ago m the ing discipline by beating and impris- . nearby jungles and of allegedly can- Tigra~an c1tr of ~dua. If he cann?t oning those who refused to work. In nibalistic tribesmen across the ~~d his fa~1ly, Y1bran, say~ he ~111 Asosa and Gambela refugees said nearby Sudanese border. JOm the T1gray People s Liberation they were forced to' work on coop- Yet, between last November and Fro~t, _which has been fighting the erative farms and were allowed lit- the first of this year, the refugees Eth1op1an government for more tle time to tend their small gardens. estimate that about 3,000 Ethiop- than a decade. 
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March 7, 1986 

Agreement Between Addis Ababa University 
and SACOW(Surgical Aid for Children of the World) 

According to mutal previous contacts and discussions, the Gondar College of Medical Sciences agrees to a formal relationship with SACOW, a non­
denominational medical aid organization with programs in many Third World countries. This relationship will extend for a period of two years subject to evaluation within the first year. During this time, there will be one SACOW physician in residence, on a rotating basis, at the Gondar College of Medical Sciences. In addition, 12 medical specialists will be supplied by SACOW and they will work in Addis or Goodar as decided by the University. 

They will participate in research projects in conjunction with their Ethiopian counterparts, as conceived by the College and/or guest scholars. Moreover, the scholars will involve in developing and supporting the following areas: 

1. Strengthening research capability and infrastructure 2. Maternal/Child Health and Nutrition 3. Paramedic Training 
4. Out-patient department organization and physical plant renovation 
5. SACOW shall provide advice to the College pharmacy i n produc!ng formulary medications particularly intravenous fluids 6. Community health outreach involving medical student training at peripheral health care facilities 7. Possibility exists that one or two senior physicians selected by the University and SACOW jointly can be invited back to the United States as medical observers for various periods of time. 

'{ . . ' . ... 

Moreover, AAU will purchase a four-wheel vehicle (Toyota Land Cruiser) for use by the SACOW personnel during their stay in Goodar with funds donated by SACOW. This vehicle will be donated to Goodar College of Medical Sciences with the understanding that the use of this vehicle shall be only for the use of SACOW personnel as long as this agreement lasts. 

On their part , the Gon dar College of Medical Sciences agrees to provide suitable housing for the visiting SACOW health workers, including cooking and washing support. 
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In addition the Addis Ababa University will expedite residence permits, 
travelling papers, and other immigration formalities, as well as transport 
within the country. 

There will be a mutual re-evaluation of the program at some time during the 
first year. 

It is anticipated that this relationship will be mutually rewarding and 
enjoyable. 

Dr. Aregay Waktola 
on behalf of AAU 

~·) 
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Ahmed 
Associate Dean on behalf of 

Goodar College of Medical Sciences 

Dr. Burton Bronsther 
on behalf of SACOW 

,, 
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ETHIOPIAN JEWRY UPDATE 

Report prepared by 
Mace Levin 

March 9th, 1986 

CONFIDENTIAL -- DO NOT DISTRIBUTE 
This report contains extremely sensitive information 
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TO: 

■arch 7, 1986 

Gondar College of Medical Rr.t~ne~~ 

SACO¥ 

hcopia1D1 that our faculty are donating their aerTice• free ot chars• 
ud ata71D1 awa7 fro■ their friends and fnailie• for a fiTe week period. we uk for the coaaitment on th• part of the Medical School to proTidea 

1. AD adequate apartment located nearby the llo■pital. The one 
preaentl7 funai■hed 1■ totally adequate. 

:J. hrnieh and iuatall necessary equip•nt to ll&ke stove now in 
apartllent ■uitable for usa. 

3. suwly alld install necessary equipment to: 

a. ProYid• an aaequate supply of hot water for abower 
&llC1 911l1'. 

b. Int:rttue ,rat r press ure i:f l'•:>:ssi blc., . 

c. Screen all .. in®'!!'!!. 

d. ProTide electrical outlet on wall of living rooa. 
e. ProTide reading lamps for llvin!: rooa and 

bedroo••• 

f. New alld adoquRto toilet bowl. 

I• ProTide a curtai~ for .t~• ~bo•wr. 
h. FruYid• .. 1.rror& ::r the bathroaa ~ ootb bedrOOWI. 
t. Haye t"9'0 ~•iL ::::!!~ in us.ch bedn.>oll with ■attrea:J ,, • • eto. 

n 

-- - ~ ...... ..... _ , _ .... - ~- .J - -· 

spare sets. 

5. The S\:ilool ••111 locatu and pay " wosan to proYide the followi.ag 
oerl"i:::::s: 

a. Cleaning 
b. Shoppin~ ior f~cd 
c. Cookin1 
d. Launciry and ironin~ 

6. Proviue a bookshelf to hold radio, tape•, books and a~asin••• 
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I. Mission was very successful and by the end of the trip; everything seemed 
to fall into place. To our surprise, we even began to be treated like VIP's. 

2. New Contract 

A. REA SONS THINGS WENT WELL: 

I) Relatively good past relations with previous medical personnel. 
2) Ed Billowitz, and the type of person that he is, built their 
confidence in us and our program. 
3) The high caliber of our two present personnel and their caring way of 
performing their job. They know no time clock; they never lose their 
cheerfulness; although they have been there less than one week, they are 
totally at home with everyone including knowing all their ·patients and 
their illnesses. 
4) The basic concept of SACOW as so ably represented and explained by 
Dr. Burt Brousther, and by his wife, Ellen, excited the top personnel at 
both medical schools in Gondar and in Addis. 
5) The University began to realize what a really great deal we were 
offering them. 
6) Our programs were tailor-made to meet their specific needs. 
7) Many of their people were educated in the States and all respected 
American medicine and truly liked American people. 
8) The knowledge of how helpful the U.S. and the American people were, 
and continue to be, during the famine. 

B. REASONS THINGS ALMOST WENT BADLY: 

I) The political reality of life with Ethiopia as part of the Russian 
orbit and their viewing the United States as the enemy. 
2) The feeling that all Americans are CIA. 
3) The very deep personal concern for their own safe ty by all Ethiopian 
people, particularly top university personnel. They are very fearful 
that a failure in this program could cost them their jobs and much 
more-- i.e. their personal safety. 
4) By the nature of their bureaucracy, they want to procrastiqate on any 
decision and would normally have taken many more months tb complete this 
contact. 

I. We will furnish MD's qualified in clinical medicine on a 12 month basis 
(each for one to three months) to work in the outlying areas of Gondar. These 
doctors will also be involved with the hospital and the medical school in 
occasional roles of teaching, researc h and pat ie nt rou nds. 

/ 
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2. We will furnish Medical Specialists as requested by the University to work 
within their areas of expertise at whichever medical center specified. These 
will be typical SACOW high-level MD specialist and also highly qualified people 
in other specialties such as nursing, lab technicians, therapy, pharmacology, 
etc. This will also cover a 12 month span, but will be delayed due to the need 
of rccniiting the right people. Ethiopia is to furnish Dr. Brousther a list of 
the type of people wanted and when wanted. If personnel are requested to aid 
in the Medical School ACCREDITATION programs, we must be given notice in 
advance and these people will be counted against the 12 specialist. 

WHAT TYPE OF PEOPLE SHOULD BE SENT TO GONDAR: 

J. They must be well-qualified medically and Board-Certified or eligible. (We 
should have a doctor on selection pa net.) 

/ 
2. They must have a background in clinical medicine or emergency room, should 
be GP's, Internal Medicine or Pediatricians, for the most part. 

3. They must be highly-disciplined and able to control their impulses and 
their emotions. They must be mature and know how to use good judgment and 
discretion. 

4. They must have outstanding bedside manners, be truly caring, not easily 
upset if things go wrong and able to work under very difficult conditions. 

5. They (and their wives, if along) can not be luxury-oriented. We should 
encourage wives, but not children. The wife mus t be part of t he selection 
process and briefing. 

6. They must be well-org:rni zcd . 
7. They should be the type of person who can put up with the many 
inconveniences of the country and of our program. 

8. They must stay for at least one month plus travel time. We should plan on a 
two day orientation time in Addis at the beginning and a one day shopping day 
in Addis at the end. 

9. They must be able to understand we arc working under the rules of a 
different country, a different form of government and a different hospital 
than we are accustomed to having. Under absolutely no circumstance. shall 
we send anyone who can be a problem as that will very, very quickly 

,,....- . , ..... +- . ,.. 

or -myse lf oe usc..:a 1n · a<..tumo11; -01 coursc,-i.0- u1cnri. ·;u -a iafe r oa te, Gl en n 
would select alternatives for the above. 
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WHERE CLINICS WILL BE HELD AND OTHER DETAILS: 

l. Present plans call for clinics at Kato Dibo, Teda on a regular basis,more 
distant locations on an occasional basis. ) 

2. Clinics will be visited together with a medical student and/or a hospital 
doctor. 

3. Driver will normally be furnished by the hospital. 

4. At all times, we have to be careful of our relations with all hospital, 
medical school and university personnel and also the German doctors. Also let 
others initiate any relationship--professionally and personally. 

SECURITY: 

I. Our people will find it very difficult to work and live under a situation 
of the potential of constantly being observed and monitored. They must learn 
to be security-conscious, should talk out of doors, or if inside with music on 
loudly and then in a soft voice in a guarded way. There is no doubt that our 
actions, our conversations, our written words and our telephone calls are all 
being monitored. 

2. This trip should have put to rest the masquerade of pretending to be 
Christian if our volunteer is Jewish. Dr. Brousther and I made it clear many 
times in many ways to many people, that SACOW is not a Jewish organization. We 
also stressed the combined projects and support from Christian organizations. 
Once we had said that often enough, we pointed out that many American doctors 
are Jewish, that Jews do care about their fell ow human beings, and by the law 
of averages, we will have a considerable number of Jews among our volunteers. 
The inability of pretending otherwise became obvious when we realized the 
number of key Ethiopian personnel who had training in the States and 
particularly in NYC. I do not suggest that any Jewish person flaunt their 
religion with "Chais" or "Star of Davids." Visits to Falashan villages are OK 
as long as we have permission of Dr. Zein, do not hand out money (OK to buy 
lots of gift, with no bargaining) and be very discrete in our conversations with 
Falashas. 

3. Particularly bad security situations: 

a) NTO personnel including drivers 

c) !Vlajor and even smaller hote1s 

d) Taxi drivers 

e) Telephones 
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4. We should immediately move the Washington SACOW office. A telephone 
answering service plus P.O. Box might do. / 

5. RELATIONSHIP WITH RICH HOGES: 

a) Not everyone should be given his name. On those occasions where his 
name is given, Rich should be notified in advance, Q!!ly_ by diplomatic 
pouch and always in a plain envelope with no writing or printing on the 
outside except his name. 

b) Rich has his own agenda and should be left alone for the most part. I 
respect and admire what he is doing. 

c) He should be covered with copies of pertinent correspondance (always as 
noted through the unmarked envelope and the diplomatic pouch). He has a 
right and need to know what we are doing and he docs want to know. 

VEHICLE 

I. A lot of frustrating time was spent trying to arrange for the purchase and 
delivery of the Toyota. We needed a party to whom it could be delivered that 
could legally avoid the tax, as well as one who would help us on the filing of 
papers, etc. The university fit all the requirements and finally consented 
through Dr. Areguy to handle it for us. It will be purchased either from 
Toyota Merrill in Djabioudi or Toyota Moen in Addis. The price will be in the 
neighborhood of $17,000 to $18 Mand we are to telex the money when requested. 
Our contract protects our rights of usage. We arc ordering the correct vehicle 
as agreed upon by the Gondar school, others and myself. We are also to order 
some spare parts. 

VISAS 

All new visas should be issued for either business or visiting scholars. Also 
we should be dealing with the university and not with NTO (trouble, trouble, 
trouble). The Ethiopian Embassy has been notified to proceed as fast as we 
procure personnel by the Minister of Foreign Affairs who phoned Washington 
while we were in his office 

LETTERHEADS AND CALLING CARDS AND SACOW FOLDERS 

I. New letterheads with OC'V adch i-s<: s shou!ct h~ nr0~r~rl ;r "VP, C 311"'.! .. 

'-

3. SACOW PR Folder is in need of update. (I believe Dr. Brousther is taking 
care of this.) 
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socrAL LIFE 

I. Social life will be very limited and personnel should be aware of this in 
advance. 

uJ t C + 
2. A good qualityA relatively safe for eating and modestly priced in Addis is 
the Castelli. Another excellent Italian restaurant is La Mamas, but it has no 
sign and is hard to find. 

3. Dr. Zein has insisted that, at least at the beginning personnel in Gondar 
observe the following rules: 

a) No evening socializing, particularly in our apartment with students 
b) Get his approval for any visits to villages or outs.ide Gondar 
(approval will be readily forthcoming). • 
c) Do not invite a lot of people in to see video movies (if any doubt, 
please discuss with Dr. Zein). 
d) Relaxing of above rules will gradually occur as program matures. 
e) Knowing the need of a social life, a cassette radio/combination and a 
VCR and TV monitor and some movies will be furnished by SACOW. It is 
further suggested that each new visitor take over a small supply of 
books, magazines, etc.(The latest Sunday NY Times, Newsweek or Time will 
also be appreciated.) that they should plan to leave for others. Also, 
they might bring a few of their favorite cassettes and plan to take them 
home when they leave. 
f) Since most personnel will want to visit Falasha villages, I recommend 
that each person bring one or more collapsible bags to carry over empty 
and able to carry his or her purchases on the way home. They also should 
bring a very plentiful supply of bubble plastic wrap, some scotch tape 
and a small amount of light weight twine. Afterall, in addition to being 
medical personnel, we are tourists and should come prepared . 
g) A worthwhile visit is to both the Main Market and the Spice Market in 
Addis. Have your cab driver accompany you to carry your packages and to 
shoo off the many "hanger ans." Also avoid people who take you over and 
want to take you to a favorite vendor. Youmustbargain. Be heartless 
and walk away after you make a ridiculously low offer which they will 
refuse. They will follow after you and will usually ultimately accept 
your off er. Try to get a receipt. The markets are worth seeing even if 
you buy nothing. There is also one store that has some potential named 

. The Handicraft Center is not worthwhile. ---------h) We should continue to warn people of the potential of diarrhea, 
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CAMERAS 

Bring your favorite camera with a plentiful supply of film (at least 5 or 6 
rolls of 36 exposures). If you plan to give talks, slides might be preferable. 
Foil protection bags to prevent X-Ray machine damage can be obtained at a 
camera store. Film is really scarce in Ethiopia. 

There are areas where picture taking is forbidden and they mean it. My wife 
and I were detained for a few minutes by security personnel for taking pictures 
at the Spice Market. Airports and military installations are also non-subjects 
for picture taking. 

Unless some one is addicted to a Polaroid, l do not recommend it. If you take 
a child's picture and give it to him, you will be eternally surrounded by 
hundreds of clamouring, screaming children. 

The use of a portable video recorder is possible. Be certain you have 
sufficient tape and the adapters and plugs required for recharging. 

TOWNS AND SIGHTSEEING 

NTO is expensive unless they have sufficient tourist on any one trip. Try to 
get University or Hospital drivers and personnel to translate and explain. It 
will be a dollar saver plus it should prove more pleasant. 

NTO cab drivers are all involved as security personnel plus are expensive. Be 
careful what you say, be certain of costs in advance and avoid these use when 
you can. 



ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP 

CO-CHAIRMAN, 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

• TASK FORCE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

401 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-5341 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY OFFICE: 

SUITE 302 

11141 GEORGIA AVENUE 

WHEATON, MD 20902 

(301) 946-6801 

TTY(301)946-0108 

MICHAEL D. BARNES 

8TH DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

ctongrc.s.s of tbc llnittb ~tatt.s 
;$oust of l\epresentatibes 

Masbington, l\<tC 20515 
January 9, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

MEMBER, DEFENSE AND INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

MEMBER, INCOME SECURITY 

COMMITTEE ON THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA 

CHAIRMAN, 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND 

METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS 

MEMBER, JUDICIARY ANO 

EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

CHAIRMAN, 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE AFFAIRS 

MEMBER, ARMS CONTROL, INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY ANO SCIENCE 

MEMBER, ASIAN AND 

PACIFIC AFFAIRS 

Thank you for your very kind letter regarding my work on 
funding for refugee resettlement in Israel. 

This work is so important, and particularly at this time 
when Israel is absorbing the many Ethiopian Jews whose rescue 
began just over a year ago. It is-¼n extr?ortlinary faith and 
perseverance that brought them home to Israel. I hope that our 
small contribution can help ease their way into a new life. 

Sincerely, 

~-~ 
MDB/lo 

Ar' 



> 

Mr. Barry 11. Lutz 
Director of B:lucation 
Tatple Abavat Shalon 
18200 Rinaldi Place 
1-brthridge, CA 91326 

Dear Mr. I..utz: 

November 12, 1985 

I've just returned fran the Biennial of the UAHC .in IDs Angeles. 
It was a very exciting tine for all who attended and according 
to allreeports, one of the finest oonventions .in history of the 
UAHC. 

Your letter of ectober 29th and the contribution of $180.00 
fran your religious school students awaited neon my return. 
I was deeply gratified by this ~ gift fran your 
stu:lents. Please express to one and all of them the heartfelt 
gratitude of all of us of the UAHC for their support of our 
~ian ~f Project. '!heir cx:mtr.ibution will be exceedingly 
helpful in ·s critical area of outreach to those who suffer 
fran great hunger and deprivation. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

A1exa:naer M. Schindler 



> 
, 

1e1V1?Le a1- avar 
------- ----------------A CONT[MPORARY RffORM CONGR[ GA TIC''l SEnVING THE ~JORTrl V,\I LfY 

October 29, 1985 

Rabbi 
UAHC 
838 

Alexander Schindler 
Ethiopia Relief 
5th Avenue 

New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

lJc~.19 
SOLOMON F. KLEIN~AN, Rabbi 

RAY ROBERTS, Cantor• GARY BACHLUND, Interi m Can tor 
BARRY LUTZ, Education Director 

BUNNY LEVINE, Director, Early Cn ildhood Education Cemer 

The crisis in Ethiopia is a continuing concern of our stu den: s . 
I hope this check for $180.00 can be put to good use in he.lp ­
ing solve this horrible problem. Our students have reco gn ized 
their responsibility to all people in need of help . This 
money, raised by them, represents their hope of reaching out 
and helping those less fortunate than themselves. 

Thank you for your important efforts in t h is c ause . 

~ha lorn, 

Barry 
Di rec 

BML/er 

Encl. (check $180.00) 

/JJ. . // 

18200 RINALDI PLACE NORTHRIDGE CALIFORNIA 91326 • TEMPLE OFFICE 818 360-2258 • SCHOOL OFFICE 818 360-6349 

PRESIDENT: DR RICHARD SELIGMAN. VICE PRESIDENTS· PHYLLIS BASS, MARK FREEDMAN , ART HEISMAN. MARIAN MILM AN. SEC"FTARY: AB9EY SIKES. 
l REASURER FRED KIMMEL, BOARD OF TRUSTEES. LEE AL PERT, BARl3ARA BERRY, STEVE BORDOFSKY, SHARON BROO.<S Cf.., .. ,~ G'.)RDO~. ROcl:,RT 
GREENE. PAUL RATOFF, FRED ROTHENBERG, ESTHER SARITZKY, LAURA SOLOFF. MIKE WE INPER. BROTHERHOOD: IRV LUCK$, SiSTERrlQOD: '1EGIN~ 
GOOZE. RUTH LUPUL, COUPLES CLUB: ELINOR & BUDDY BREGMAN . PAST PRESIDENTS: SAMUEL ALSTER , MAXWELL GOTTESMAN . GARY HIMLE9 . Acl'A'J 
JOFFE. HENRY KLINE. LEONARD WEBER. FRANCES KRIMSTON 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN H [3RE'.'I C ONGR:CAT,Orss 
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Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
Adm:inistrative Secretary 
CCAR 
21 Fast 40th Street 
NeW York, New York J:00!6 

~ Elliot: 

• 

August 14, 1985 

Thank you for sending us 'bvO I.'8SOlutions, the first on Ethiopian 
J~r--ld Bunger, the second on ~rld Hunger which ~ passed 
at the MinnealX)lis Convention of the CCAR. You elicit our resronse, 
I don't know exactly what that rreans.. Needless to say, they are in 
hanrony with the lX)Bitions taken by the Union of Anerican Hebrew 
Congregations at its conventions ariq as you know, ~ have acted on 
them in a not insignificant armer. 

With wann good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

4iiiii 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
21 EAST 40th STREET • N E W YO R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 1 6-0 5 0 1 • (212) 684-4990 

Au gu s t 8 , 1 9 8 5 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I enclose the text of resolutions adopted at the annual national 
convention of the Central Conference of .American Rabbis, held 
this year in June in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I believe the 
subject will be of interest to you, and welcome your response. 

We intend to share responses to our resolutions with our 
membership. 

All good wishes. 

ELS:aio 

Enc. 

OFFICERS: 
Rabbi Jack Stern, President 
Scarsdale, NY 

Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, Vice President 
Chevy Chase, MD . 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Executive Vice President 
New York, NY 

Sincerely, 

£1bP 
Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
Administrative Secretary 

Rabbi Martin S. Weiner, Treasurer 
San Francisco, CA 

Rabbi Albert Plotkin, Recording Secretary 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Rabbi Murray I. Rothman, Financial Secretary 
Newton, MA 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens, Administrative Secretary 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
Cincinnati, OH 
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ETHIOPIAN JEWRY & WORLD HUNG ER 
(Adopted at the 96th Annual Convention of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis, June 24-27, 1985, Minneapolis, Minnesota) 

WHEREAS "Operation Moses" has served to heighten our awareness of the dire situation 
of our Ethiopian co-religionists remaining in Ethiopia and in refugee areas, and 

WHEREAS even before the establishment of the State of Israel, the Jewish people's 
priority has been to return Diaspora Jews in peril to the Jewish homeland, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CCAR urges its members, UAHC constituent congregations, and all other Jewish organizations to continue to support all rescue 
efforts aimed at saving these Jews from starvation and persecution by bringing them to 
Israel. These efforts include the Joint Distribution Committee's food station at Gondar Province and the mitzvah projects of the UAHC and the congregational or family 
reunification program of the AAEJ. We further urge all congregations and Jewish 
organizations to give priority to this effort in the coming months. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we look to Israel to continue to facilitate its urgent 
and noble rescue of all Ethiopian Jews. We commend Israel, Prime Minister Peres, and 
former Prime Minister Begin for their efforts to fulfill the mitzvah of "redeeming 
captives," a matter of tzedakah. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge support of the long and difficult task of resettlement and acculturation of this "saving remnant." 
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WORLD HUNGER 
(Adopted at the 96th Annual Convention of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis, June Z4-Z7, 1985, Minneapolis, Minnesota) 

WHEREAS The stark tragedy of starvation and death that has plagued our world, and 
especially, in recent months, the victims of drought in North African nations, has 
appalled and grieved us, and 

WHEREAS we are cognizant of this desperate situation, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we commend the outstanding work of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Social Action Commission of the UAHC and the 
CCAR, the Joint Distribution Committee, and the State of Israel in seeking to 
ameliorate the suffering of all Ethiopians, and particularly that of Ethiopian Jews. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CCAR pledge its continued support of those 
agencies and institutions that seek to eliminate hunger and want throughout the world. 
We further pledge to encourage the use of the resources of our congregations for 
preservation of life, and the distribution of stored grain and other foodstuffs available in 
our country and in other more affluent nations to the impoverished peoples of North 
Africa. 



Mr. Harry H. Hirsohl 
Post Office Box 2452 
w. Lafayette, IN 47906 

Dear Mr. Hirschl: 

August 12, 1985 

I agree with you fully and I have voiced a protest very 
much like yours and on the highest level of the Israeli 
Government. I'm glad you chose to do the very same thing. 

The Israeli rabbinate has already modified its views slightly. 
Hopefully, they will go even further. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



------- ---·- ·-· 



Mrs. Eve Marcus 
35 Park\-.ood Drive 
Kll1gston, RI 02881 

Dear Mrs. Ma...-cus: 

August 12, 1985 

Your letter of Ggust 3 was received by the office of the National Federation of Terrple Brotherll:x:>ds and they \\ere kiril enough to 
share it with ne. I write to express my appreciation to you for 
taking the tine to write and ccrmend my caments in regard to what is transpiring with Ethiopian Jews in Israel. I am grateful for 
your having done so. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 









Davtd Schwartz, Chalrperson 
Confirmation Class Tzedakah 
510 East Olmos Drive 
San Antonio. TX 78212 

Dear Oav•td: 

July 5, 1985 

Rabbi Fe,nstein was kind enough to forward the wonderful contribution to 
the UAHC PRoject R6AP from the Beth-El Confirmation Clas5. We are very 
grateful to you and your classmates for this act of loving kindness and 
we are also pleased to know that this year's Tzedakah collection has been 
shared equally by Project REAP and Operation Moses. 

All of us of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations express deepest 
appreeiatfon to the entire Confirmation Cl•ss of 1985 for sharing their 
tangible gift of funds, which also represents their concern and love. 
with those less 'fortunate souls who wtl l be sustained by REAP as well as 
Operation Noses. 

With gratitude and best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi ttorley T. Feln$teln 



'. TEMPLE BETH-EL 

211 BELKNAP PLACE • SAN ANTON 10, TEXAS 78212 • (512) 733-9135 

MORLEY T. FEINSTEIN, M.A.H.L., M.A.H.E. 

July 1, 1985 

I, 

Rabbi Alexander M. 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Associate Rabbi 

On behalf of the Confirmation Class of Temple Beth­
El, we are enclosing $177.50 for the UAHC Project 
REAP. 

This year we studied a great deal about gemilut hasa­
dim and tzedakah, and the amount raised represents 
half of our total collection. The other half went 
directly for Opera~ion Moses. 

Thank you for all you are doing in the name of the 
Reform movement to help the suffering masses in 
Ethiopia. 

Shalom, 

cc: Mr. Alan Bayer, Executive Director 
Jewish Federation of San Antonio 

David Schwartz, Confirmation Class 
Tzedakah Chairperson 
510 East Olmos Drive 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 

FOUNDED 187 4 
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Rabbi Stanley Miles 

458-4739 

Ms Edith J. Miller, 
Assistant to the President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ms Miller: 

June 17, 1985 

4220 Taylorsville Road 

Louisville, ~y. 40220 

Thank you. so mu.ch for the return of the check from our Religious School meant for 
"Operation Moses" Appreciate your sending the information on this and your kind 
letter. Sorry to have made extra work for you. 

We do not have a paid secretary at our Temple, also, the Religious School does not 
have a bank account. Therefore, various matters for the Congregat(i on are taken care of 
by members. The Zedakah Funds are deposited in the Gift Shop Account and when the 
distribution is made, the Principal sends me the list of those to whom the students 
wish contribu.tions made. I am very mu.ch UAHC oriented, and knowing it has a fund 
for Ethiopian Relief, without thinking, send the check for "Operation Moses" on 
to New York. 

A nice portion of the Zedakah was sent to the Reform Jewish Appeal. A check was 
also sent for the Leo Baeck School. 

With best wishes, and again many thanks 

Si'.'cerely, ~ 1~~ 

~ Fleischaker 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ch· cl 'Servic 
MMIGRATION & REFUGEE PROGRAM • Dales;' de Haan, Director 

' ,,· . ; ' - . ~ . . ' . ,,.. . 

_ I ----- 1\,,....-C- .. ~ ~f W _ WASHINGTON OFFICE: l)_P-R-0 ~ f'f"- 0
......,.._,----, I -A-f 122 C St., N.W. 

--- A ~ ~ '-..__ Suite 300 
)-- -~~ -,;- 6 Washington, D.C. 20001' ~K ~ ~ ~~c202) 783-7501 

U Washington, DC 
June 12, 1985 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear David: 

Following from our phone conversation of a few moments ago, I 
enclose a religious leaders statement on immigration reform. 
Rev. Dr. Arie Brouwer, General Secretary of the National Council 
of Churches, and Bishop Philip Cousin, our President, will be on 
it. Also, the Migration and Refugee Services office of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference has approved it and they are in the process 
of getting the agreement of Msgr. Hoye and Bishop Malone. 

I am also running it by the National Association of Evangelicals, 
just in case they could join. 

We are trying to get this out as early as possible next week. 

I'll let you know as soon as I get the approval from the USCC 
leadership. In the meantime, I would appreciate it if you could 
take a look at it with a view to having you and/or -others of your 
leadership join it (is Rabbi Schindler the person?). 

Thanks. 

J. Michael 
Washington Representative 

Cable DOMINICUS • RCA Telex 234579NCC-UR • TWX 710-581 -5981 
A Program of the Division of Overseas Ministries 



DRAFT #2 

STATEMENT OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS ON IMMIGRATION REFORM 

The Congress and the nation have re-initiated consideration 
of legislative changes to our immigration laws and policies. 
This is an important task, and should be addressed throughtfully 
and with a keen sense of justice and fairness. The manner in · 
which the coming debate is approached can be seen as a test of 
the ideals and traditions which are our country's proud 
foundation. Our attitudes toward all marginalized persons within 
~ur communities can be considered on trial. 

The historic volatility of this issue has been exacerbated 
in the recent past by those who would seek to create di visions 
within our society between races, classes, and cul tu res. The 
utmost caution and discretion must be exercised by those 
organizations and individuals involved in the debate to guard 
against this possibility and to minimize the potential for 
backlash against the foreign-born. 

An essential component of irnmig~ation reform is the 
regularization of the status of those without valid immigration 
documents who have been productive residents of this country. It 
should be emphasized that the fates of some three to six million 
people are at issue many of whom have already been well 
integrated into our society. Massive deportation is not an 
option, either practically or morally. Nor is an option the 
perpetuation of an undocumented subclass subject to exploitation. 
The degree of exploitation of undocumented workers which we have 
witnessed and the effects that the continued presence of a large 
number of undocumented persons have on U.S. society have led us 
to conclude that a legalization program--and a comprehensive 
one--is the avenue upon which we should be travelling. 

It should be recognized that such a proposition is not only 
humanitarian, but is also a matter of proper self-interest. This 
population should be removed from the shadows of undocumented 
status and placed under the protection and rule of law. Such a 
step should and must take place without precondition and in a 
manner which encourages the fullest possible participation on the 
part of qualified individuals. 

Proposals to better manage immigration flows must be part 
of any reform effort. In considering such proposals, attention 
should be focussed not only -upon enforcement, but also on the 
effects which they may have upon the rights of the citizenry and 
others resident in the U.S. If the Congress should enact 
penalties against employers who hire undocumented workers, it is 
our firm belief that there exists a concurrent responsibility to 
enact mechanisms for redress of discrimination which may flow 
from the proposal. If the Congress should provide additional 



.. 

immigration enforcement authority and resources to the federal 
government, it should also delineate clearly the purposes and 
limits of such authority to guard against abuse. 

Family reunion has appropriately been the cornerstone of 
our immigration laws and policies since their beginning, and 
family unity remains -- an important religious principle .- and 
American tradition. This should continue to be reflected in our 
immigration laws, and the current reform effort should maintain 
this family emphasis. • 

In considering proposals to bring in additional temporary 
laborers into the United States, the Congress should also 
carefully consider the potential for abuse of such labor, and the 
possible effects such a program may have on working conditions, 
the domestic labor market, and other such factors. 

While refugee admission and asylum are issues appropriately 
independent of the reform debate, the Congress should give high 
priority to measures currently pending before it which 
appropriately address the presence in the U.S. of certain 
nationals of Haiti, Cuba, and El Salvador.* 

Finally, there is a special role within the context of the 
immigration debate for the religious community to promote 
tolerance among all peoples. We encourage religious bodies 
throughout the country to commit with us to endeavor to be people 
of vision where insight is needed, to heal where there is 
division and hurt, and ever to be faithful stewards of our 
religious traditions and beliefs. 

*See H.R. 23 (Cuban-Haitian Adjustment Act) and S.377 and H.R.822 
on Salvadorans . 

..: 



June 17, 1985 

The Religious Schools Students 
c/o Mrs. Ellen Tutsch, Principal 
Nassau Community Temple Beth El 
Religious School 
240 Hempstead Avenue 
West Hempstead, New York 11552 

Dear Students: 

It was very meaningful to receive your beautiful contribution 
to Project REAP. We are grateful to you for sharing a p~~tion 
of your Karen Ami Funds with the Ethiopian Jewish community 
who have been suffering from hunger ~ffon. Many, 
many thanks to all of you for your thoughtful and generous 
gift. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... 

Ms. Agnes Rose Fleischaker 
Temple Shalom Religious School 
4220 Taylorsoille Road 
Louisvi 1 le, KY 40220 

Dear Ms. Fleischaker: 

May 30, 1985 

It was wonderful to learn that the students of the Temple Saalom 
Religious School voted to make a charitable contribution to the 
cause of Ethiopiao lewc.y. However, "Operation Moses" is not one 
of the UAHC'~n projects, it is the undertaking of the 
United Jewish Appeal for the resettlement of Ethiopian Jews. The 
UAHC has an Ethiopian Jewish Project REAP and also a special fund 
for all victims of the famine, Jew and non-Jew alike. 

Be that as it may, since your check is made out to Operation Moses 
l am returning it to you so that it can be directed to the UJA in 
Louisville so that your community receives credit. 

All of the noted causes are most worthy and it is good to know that 
your students have undertaken the mltzvah of Tzedakah. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Adith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. 



"Rabbi 'Stanley Miles . ~ 
• 458-4739 

. R ! L I G I O U S S C H O O L 

May 24, 1985 

TO: 
Operation Moses 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue - New York, New York 10021 

4220 Taylorsville Road 

Louisville, Ky. 40220 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $18 .00 the 1985 contribution from 
the Temple Shalom Religious School. At the final assembly for 1984-85 the 
students indicated that you. were one of those with whom they wished their 
Zedakah(Charity), brought during the year, to be shared. 

ancerely~ 1-~ 
Mr~on Fleischaker 

for 

TEMPLE SHALOM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 



• 

Rabbi Bernard P. King 
Shir Ha-Ma'alot 
Harbor Refonn Temple 
2100 A Mar Vista 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Dear Bernie: 

May 28, 1985 

Thank you so much for your generous check to the Ethippian Relief 
Project. I'm exceedingly grateful for this ev1delice of your care 
an<t"rhope th t you will relay my adm1rat1on to the members of your 
confirmation class. They ought to know that these tent cities have 
been the most successful relief effort in all of Ethiopia and the 
government there - even thoug it 1s odds with Israel - has been 
urging Abie Nathan to build more such camps. He 1s presently working 
on the third camp. Your young people, therefore, have the assurance 
that this 1s a project whtch is exceedingly effective and that their 
tzedakah monies are well spent. 

The fund raising project and play 1s altogether admirable. Thank you 
for 1nform1ng me concerning that too. 

Warm good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Ruth Harrison 

Ruth, Rabbi King sent a chekc for $4,000.-
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SbiR Ha-Ma,aJoc 
Har~.boR Re,=oRrn Tern pie 

2100-A MaR Vista NewpoRt Beach, CaliroRnia 92660 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

Ber;znaR~ P. King, Rabbi 

714-644-7203 

May 24, 1985 

Each year our confirmation class undertakes a 
tzedakah project. This year's class raised $4,000.00 
for Abie Nathan's tent city in Ethiopia. It is a joy 
to forward this check to you. 

The primary vehicle for raising the funds was a 
concert by a unique group of musically talented 
mentally retarded adults called "The Hi Hopes." I 
have enclosed a few copies of the program of that 
event for your consideration. "The Hi Hopes" are a 
very powerful experience, and I would recommend them 
for some future U.A.H.C. event. Let me know if you 
need further information regarding them. 

BPK/rw 
Encs. 

J\ 1~·~·~ 

~ ~·'1L f-

Rabbi Bernard P. King 





Thank you to Linda Davis who has helped us by typing book cards 
for the Library. 

~s~ ~QQ!:S§.1 
Heller, Jc,seph. §Qi;;! !:S!:!Qt:1§ The "autobiography" of Ki r,g David. In 
this novel, he talks of his many wives, his troubled 
relationships with his sons, his difficulties with his in-laws 
(especially Saul>, his battlefield triumphs, and the reasons he's 
waiting for an apology from God. 

Libo, Kenneth and Irving Howe. ~g bi~gg There Too. Using excerpts 
from unpublished diaries, memoirs and letters, plus selections 
from contemporary newspaper articles and illustrations, the 
editors present a portrait of life for those Jews who were a part 
of the American migrations west for 1630 to 1930. 

Birmingham, Stephen.The Rest of Ua.1 The Rise of America's Eastern 
EuroQean Jews In this companiion volume to Qyc gcg~gandibm 
§c~riggg§, Birmingham writes about the East Side to the manicured 
lawns of Scarsdale and Beverly Hills. 

Marianne Yesk 
Librariar, 

******************************************* 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR KIDS 

JEFF DORMAN - Elected President of Senior Class 
Newport Harbor High School 

JEFF GLUECK - Elected President of Junior Class 
Newport Harbor High School 

ANDY & MOLLY MOUND - On there participation in the AFS PrograM 
this Summer 

BRYAN COOPER & DEANNE JACOBS - Appeared on the Ahmanson Stage 

The MAY BAT MITZVAH 

of 

RACHEL ESPANA was observed onthe 
4th when Rachel spoke about "The 
Right Mitzvah." She followed 
through on this theme by raising 
money for Ethiopian famine relief 
and contributed all funds to our 
Confirmation Class project for 
the same mitzvah. 

11 
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CONGRATULATIONS! CONFIRMATION CLASS OF '85 

The HI HOPES concert of May 5, 1985 produced by the 
class, under the tutelage of Mvra Sosin and Rabbi Kinq, 
both as an experience and as a fund-raiser to support the 
tent cities in Ethiopia by Abie Nathan of Israel. 

c:onf 1 r·mat ion 
~·,as a smash: 
building of 

The HI HOPES is a group of gifted mentally retarded people, who, 
with their music and liveliness, can change a sober gathering into a 
joyous, thumping SIMCHA. HOW DO THEY DO IT? What love and depth does 
it take to perceive that these people can do so much with their strength 
and drives? 

Many here know this group. Again we were moved by the songs of 
Gloria Lenhoff who is perhaps better known to us at Shir Ha-Ma'alot than 
the other members. Others in the audience saw and heard the group that 
night for the first time. 

Unforgettable, too, was the singing of Paul Kuehn. Blind, 
retarded, physically limited, the power of his music breaks through to 
everyone. Had we closed our eyes, we would not have seen his need to be 
led around and helped to grasp the microphone, to hold the drumsticks, 
to find the seat next to the drums. It would have made no difference to 
his impact on us. And he was helped by fellow band members also 
struggling to assert THEIR strengths despite some weaknesses. Paul sang 
"The Impossible Dream" and attained emotional heights beautifully 
promised in earlier songs. But with the climactic notes of "The 
Impossible Dream" he blew us away. ~ 

After the concert, the audience broke up and went for punch and 
cookies, milling around. Paul, the impossible dreamer sat on a chair 
alone with his thoughts. He must have heard the hubbub, but could not 
see any of us looking at him as he swayed back and forth. What was 
going on inside? I could not help thinking, "As one at fervent prayer." 
Whatever he was feeling, it was clearly very strong, and I was grateful 
to him for having sent us his strength through music. 

Celia Sifry, incoming Board Member, who has volunteered to chair a 
committee to publish the MA'ALOT Bulletin, asked me to write a report of 
the concert. How is it possible to convey the feelings? I don't know, 
but Paul l<uehn's courage and drive to grasp the "Impossible Dream" fired 
me with enough CHUTSPAH to attempt this impossible assignment. 

Well, anyhow, those who were there know what I'm trying to say. 

Lou Fr-idhandler. 

AS OF THIS WRITING, OUR CONFIRMATION CLASS RAISED A TOTAL OF 

* * * $4,133.50 * * * 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE! 



m . SbiR Ha-Ma'alot 
• .,,, ,,, HaRboR ReJ=oRm Temple 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

1985 - 5745 

presents 

"FROM JERUSALEM WITH LOVE" 

featuring in concert 

• 
I 
OpES 

All funds to be donated to support the 
humanitarian efforts of Abie Nathan of 
Israel who is building tent cities in 
Ethiopia for the homeless and the hungry. 

May 5, 1985 



HI HOPES (I. to r.) 
Taken at Tallmantz Aviation , Inc., John Wayne Airport, 
Santa Ana, Calllomla 
(Seated) Richard GrovH, Mikki Davi•. 
Glorla Lenhoff, Gary Ahearn, BIii Ouderkerken, Dorl• E. Walker 
(Director), Jim FltzJarrald, Paul Kuehn, Leroy Gould, Lori Reye•. 

HI HOPES 
"Music With A Message" 

Hi Hopes is a most unique musical group that 
has been heard by rnillions of people from every 
state, and many foreign countries, has appeared 
on TV and made records. After their first songs, 
few people ever think about this famous group 
as mentally retarded. They share their amazing 
and very individual talents unstintingly and a 
joyful, enthusiastic happening results as the 
audience becomes part of the show. 

To listen to the Hi Hopes is to enter a very 
special world of enchantment and joy, a world of 
love and beauty, and perhaps a tear or two as 
you realize the tremendous odds these people 
have battled to become the personalities they 
are. Diagnosed as trainable mentally retarded, 
three of the nine members have been together 
for the eleven years the group has performed. A 
single-spaced typewritten list of their per­
formances stretches over 40 feet. Hi Hopes 
started in Hope School (Anaheim Unified High 
School District's school for trainable mentally 
retarded). As students grew older, a non-profit 
corporation, Hi Hopes - Identity Discovery 
Foundation, was formed and Hope University 
named as an umbrella organization to continue 
the work and expand to help other handicapped 
discover their talents and profit from "whole 
person" development. Colleges will be for.med 
under the University for this purpose in different 
locations, and UNICO NATIONAL COLLEGE for 
the gifted mentally retarded is the first one. 

rrr 

DONORS ------

Hal & Hinda Beral 
Sarra & Harold Berkowitz 
Dr. Michael & Roberta Berns 
Laurence & Lillian Bradley 
Dr. Edward Cole 
The Dorn Family 
Eric & Darylle Silbert 
Dick & Betty Gorelick 
Marion Greenberg 
S. & S. Kaplan 
David King 
Dr. Martin & Florence Klein 
Berri & Robert Kraft 
Shirley Laskin 
Lloyd & Iris Leighton 
Fay T. Lavender Levoy 
Seymour & Ruth Lobel 
Jeffrey & Lisa Metzger 
Jeanne Sandor 
Ruth P. Schiffman 
Leonard & Marjorie Shane 
Jack & Gloria Sklansky 
Jillian Beth Spear 
Jenni & Nicki Steinberg 
Janet, Michael, Keri & Gary Sussman 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Michael & Hilary Akzin 
Shirley Annenberg 
Paul & Sara Baime 
Fred & Sheila Baron 
Leon & Claire Bush 
Dr. Neal & Susan Freeman 
Mortimer & Muriel Greenberg 
Warren & Sherry Halperin 
Gerald & Lois Jacobs 
Jerrold & Eileen Kaplan 
Ira & Ruth Lott 
Barry & Roberta Rosenberg 
Greg & Jane Shawber 
Ronald & Barbara Shef 
Dr. Robert & Loralee Sheridan 
Arie & Lukie Shikler 
David & Linda Siegel 
Jerry & Michele Silver 
Gil & Carol Wayne 



We acknowledge with gratitude our 

BENEFACTORS 

Fern, Mike, Alex, Jeff & Gabe Dorman 
Rabbi Bernie & Barbara King 
The Michael Meyer Family 
David, Geri, Andrew & Tim Sandor 
"Believers in Tzedakah" (anonymous> 

Harry & Marsha Adler 
Sandra M. Bartlett 
Irv & Ellie Burg 
Alicia, Samantha, Erin & Bob Dorman 
Arlene & Marty Glassman 
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Harris & Family 
Mike, Kara, Denise & Brett Harvey 
Linda & Harvey Jacobs 
Florence R. King 
Lynn Koosed 
The Leshner Family 
Nancy & Ken Levin & Family 
William & Bernice Malkin 
Iriet & Zvi Peshkess 
David, Myra, Sara & AleM Sosin 
Herb & Barbara Stern 
Helene S. & Donald J. Weinstock 



The Alberts Family 
Doreen, Jerry, Marci & Cheryl Bame 
Jerry & Sandra Benowitz 
Jennie Bienstock 
The Brill Family 
Scott, Bail, Debora & Jennifer Dennison 
Rabbi Stephen J. Einstein 
Steven Frank 
Rosalind & Louis Fridhandler 
Michael & Eleanor Bordon 
Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Kempler 
Amy Leshner 
Michael & Susan Pinto 
Florence & Sam Plotkin 
Alan & Joyce Salz 
Art, Bonnie, Stephanie & Josh Schwartz 
The Sifry Family 
The Silverstein Family 
Mark & Barbara Sloate 
Lou Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Spear 
Mark & Dana Susson 
Larry & Maureen Thompson 
Seymour & Neddie Vigman 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Winthrop 
Hilda & Henry Wyle 
Anonymous 



COHFIRHATIOH ~~~~~ OF 1985-5745 

HARCI BAHE 
BRYAN COOPER 

ALEXANDER DORHAN 
STEVEN FRANK 

BRADLEY HARRIS 
DAVID KING 

RISA LECHTHAN 
AHY LESHHER 
HOLLY HOUHD 

TANYA SALZ 
STEPHANIE SCHHARTZ 

SUSAH SILBER 
JOSEPH HEXLER 

Instructors: Rabbi Bernard P. King 
Hrs. Hyra Sosin 

<The Confir ■ation Class wishes to thank 
Hr. Hike Dor ■an of Cal-Hart Travel Service 
for the use of his office for their 
11 Phonathon. '') 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 

~ 
May 28, 1985 

This is for general Ethiopian Relief. Please dispense 1n the customary 

manner. Thanks. 



Mr. Mark R. Jacobson 
Executive Director 
The Temple 
1589 Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30367 

Dear Mark: 

May l, 1985 

We were very pleased to receive the gift of $1,226.00 from 
The Temple for the UAHC Pt.Q.j~c:L.REAL This gracious gift 
from the families of ree-remple will help us with our ongoing 
work to aid the Jews of Ethiopia. We are deeply grateful for 
your continued support and ask that you convey our appreciation 
to all who have contributed to this worthy cause. 

We are delighted to know that you are continuing to solicit 
funds for this special project. Many thanks. 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler Charles J, Rothschild, Jr. 

be: Ruth Harrison 

/ 
V 



Mr. Irving Kessler 
United Israel Appeal 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Irv: 

May 16, 1985 

Thank you so much for the information in regard to Ethiopian ~ws 
and the Leo Baeck School. I am so grateful for yourvig1lance • 
all of us of the Reform Movement are. You are so right, we must 
be on our toes at all times. 

With gratitude and fondest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MEMORANDUM May 14, 1985 

TO: Rabbi Charles Kroloff, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler/ 

FROM: Irving Kessler 1'L 

SUBJECTs ETHIOPIAN JEWS 

You will be interested to know that our Jerusalem office 
just completed an exchange of views regarding Ethiopian 
youth and the Leo Baeck School in Israel. 

UIA had receiv~d information that Ethiopian youngsters 
were not to receive support if they elected to attend 
the Baeck School! I urged that s_tr~rng protests be lodged with 
the Aliyah Department>citing the UIA resolution a few 
ye a r s a g o re g a rd i n g· Re l i g i o u s P l u r a l i s m . 

I have made it clear previously and reiterated that 
UIA would not permit discrimination between the various 
branches of Judaism, as Jewish Agency Departments had 
the occasion to choose between them. 

You will be happy to learn that a telex arrived today 
which reads as follows: 

"ARON INFORMED ME THAT ETHIOPIANS WILL GO TO SCHOOL 
AT LEO BAE CK SCHOOL. REGARDS. KATZ. 11 

It points to the fact t
1

hat we must be ever vigilant. 
I would like to suggest that whatever contacts you have in 
Israel join with the office of the UIA in close 
scrutiny of the Ethiopian absorption, as well as other 
JAFI programs. 

Regards. 

cc: Rabbi E. Yoffi e 

15 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) 688-0800 



Mr. Rgger T111es 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, NY 11797 

Dear Roger: 

May 6, 1985 

Thank you for the additional checks of $35.00 from members of Temple 
Beth-El of Great Neck. It is gratifying to receive this wonderful 
continuing response from your members. 

Thank you, too, for letting me know that another ma11 ing is going 
out 1n May 1n regard to our Ethiopian Relfef Project. We are all 
deeply grateful. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson 

be: Ruth Harrison 

✓ 



., THE TILLES INVESTMENT COMPANY 

?600 Jericho Turnpike, Woodbury, H.Y.11?9? • 516 · .J64 ·1200 

May 3, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union American Hebrew Congregations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Enclosed please find additional checks from members of 
our congregation, Temple Beth-El of Great Neck in the 
amount of $35.00. In addition to the previous checks 
that I have sent to you and the $250~00 donated by our 
religious school, our Temple has now sent a total of 
$3,182.00. As we receive additional monies, we will 
forward them to you. 

With warmest personal regards, 

RT:gg 
Encs .-

cc: Rabbi Jerome Davidson 
Temple Beth-El of Great Neck 

v)p_ ~ ~ 
Mt {~ 

()vJ. (A__ 
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Rabbi David M. Horowitz 
Temple Israel 
133 Merriman Road 
Akron, Ohio 44303 

Dear David: 

April 1, 1985 

Just a note of appreciation to the families .of (hmple Israel. The 
gracious contributions which have been forwarded to our Ethiopian 
Relief Projects mean much to us all. These gifts bespeak the care 
and concern of your congregants for the downtrodden, the hungry, 
the homeless. For all of us of the Union I express heartfelt 
appreciation for your gift to this sacred humanitarian cause. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



April 1, 1985 

Rabbi Jonathan A. Stein 
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 
6501 N. Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 

Dear Jon: 

Just a note of appreciation to the families of the Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation. The gracious contributions which have been 
forwarded to our Ethiopian Relief Projects mean much to us all. 
These gifts besp~e-and concern of your congregants for 
the downtrodden, the hungry, the homeless. For all of us of the 
Union I express heartfelt appreciation for your gift to this sacred 
humanitarian cause. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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NORTHEAST LAKES COUNCIL / UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

March 21, 1985 

Dear Alex: 

The last few days I have been with my CCAR colleagues at 
our Regional meeting in Pittsburgh. While there I was approached 
by Jon Stein of Indianapolis and David Horowitz of Akron. 

Both asked that you or Al send them a personalized letter 
in response to the funds which they sent in for our Ethiopian 
projects. They both said that they would publish the letter in 
their temple bulletin, and they thought that it was important 
both for good relations with the Un i on, and to create a positive 
climate for future emergency effor ts. 

Both had received the small cards of acknowledgement, but 
felt they were inadequate for their purposes. Jon mentioned that 
his congregation had sent in $6,000. 

Alex, these two groups are strong supporters of the Union, 
and I think their good counsel should be heeded. 

Be well, my friend. 

Regional Rabbi: 
Dr David S Hachen 
25550 Chagrin Blvd , Suite U 108 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 
(216) 831-6722 

o;;__ 
David S. Hachen 
Regional Rabbi 

UAHC OFFICERS 
Chairman. Board of Trustees 

Charles J. Rothschild. Jr 
President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

NORTHEAST LAKES COUNCIL 
President Marlene Glickman 
Honorary Presidents Hy Bylan 

Donald Day 
Vice Presidents: James Reich 

Ernest Stern 
Morton Finkelstein 
Stan Lipp 
Carl Wetzstein 
Allan Tushman 

Secretary: Mina Siegel 



Mr .. and Mrs. S. A. K:a1inen 

3340 Mt. Laurence Dr .. 

Sain Die1go, Ca. 921 I 7: 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 

Ruth Harrison 

March 18, 1985 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $5 .00 from Mark and Teri Albert of 
Coos Bay, Oregon. This 1s for our Ethiopian Relief Fund. It is from 
a group of children who brought Pu ·m gifts to make this contribution. 



Ms. Teri Albert 
1140 Lillian Creek Lane 
Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 

Dear Ms. Albert: 

March 18, 1985 

I was deeply moved by the gift from the children of Coos Bay to our 
Ethiopian Relief Fund. Please express to them all my gratitude for 
their thoughtfulness. Sharing with those who are in need at the time 
of a festival such as Purim 1s very, very beautiful and all of us of 
the Union are grateful to the children. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 




