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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

(_ Ruth Harrison 

March 4, 1985 

Enclosed herewith 1s a check for $500.00 from Dr. Robert Schwartz. 3677 
Central Avenue, Suite D, Fort Myers. Florida 33901. This 1s for our 
~ig~ect REAP to assist Ethiopian Jewry. Please credit accordingly. 



., 

Dr. Robert Schwartz 
3677 Central Avenue 
Suite D 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

Dear Dr. Schwartz: 

March 4, 1985 

Rabbi Agin has most graciously forwarded to us your generous contribution 
of $500.00 for Project REAP. the special fund we have created to assist 
Ethiopian Jewry. I write to express my heartfelt appreciation for this 
gift which is tangible evidence of the care and concern you feel 1n regard 
to the plight of these people. Many, many thanks.for your thoughtfulness. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Solomon Agin 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

February 28, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Enclosed, please find a check in the amount of 
$500.00 for the Union's Ethiopian Fund. It is the 
desire of Dr. Schwartz that his check be used toward 
the plight of the Ethiopian Jews. Dr. Schwartz feels 
that sending his donation to the Union, the total 
amount will be used for the Ethiopians. 

With gRod wishes for a Joyous Purim, I am 

yours , 

Agin, Rabbi 

SA:je 

2721 DEL PRADO BOULEVARD • P. 0. BOX 972 • CAPE CORAL, FWRIDA 33910 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

1-ERSCH WARTIK inc 
141 EAST 33RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016 • 212-685-4250 

February 28,1985 

The enclosed invoice is merely a formality for our own records. We were 
pleased to be able to offer our services in the worthy cause of ~thiopian 
Relief. I thank you for the letter of appreciation you sent us earlier. 

Sincerely, 



.... 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

February 28,1985 

1-ERSCH WARTIK inc 
141 EAST 33RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016 • 212-685-4250 

INVOICE 

Job #2750 

Prepare "Light One Candle" ad for Ethiopian relief $482.00 

No charge for our srvices 



MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG., CHAIRMAN 

TEO STEVENS, ALASKA 
LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR., CONN. 
JAMES A. Mc CLURE, IOAHO 
PAUL LAXALT, NEV. 
JAKE GARN, UTAH 
THAO COCHRAN, MISS. 
MARK ANDREWS, N. OAK. 
JAMES ABONOR, S. OAK. 
ROBERT W . KASTEN, Jo .. WIS. 
ALFONSE M. O'AMATO, N.Y. 
MACK MATTINGLY, GA. 
WARREN RUDMAN, N.H. 
ARLEN SPECTER. PA. 
PETE V. DOMENIC!, N. MEX. 

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W. VA. 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, S.C. 
THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO. 
LAWTON CHILES, FLA. 
J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LA. 
WALTER 0 . HUDDLESTON, KY. 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. OAK. 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT. 
JIM SASSER, TENN. 
DENNIS DE CONCINI, ARIZ. 
DALE BUMPERS, ARK. 

tlnittd ~tatt.s ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

J. KEITH KENNEDY, STAFF DIRECTOR 
FRANCIS J. SUWVAN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR February 26, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We appreciate very much the fine work you are 
doing in your organization as well as the work of 
David Saperstein, whose sound advice and counsel we 
were fortunate to have before our departure to 
Ethiopia earlier this month and whose company we 
enjoyed during our travels in that country. I 
am particularly impressed with his commitment to 
improving the quality of life for !thiopia's Jews 
while they remain in that country and his worK o~o
mote their immigration to Israel. 

I look forward to seeing you in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~A~~: 
DENNIS DeCONCINI 
United States Senator 



Mr. Edward Finkelstein 
R.H. Macy & Co., Inc. 
151 West 34th Street 
New York, New York 10001 

Dear Ed: 

February 11, 1985 

I thanked G.G. when she wrote to tel1 me that a check would be forthcoming from Macys for the Union's Ethiopian Relief Appeal. The check has been received today and I write to express to you and all of your colleagues deepfelt appreciation for your generosity. The cause is a great one and thanks to caring and concerned people such as you and your colleagues at Macys, as well as the thousands who have responded to our appeal, perhaps we can help to save some lives. 

With gratitude and fondest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The Executive Board of the UAHC salutes the State of Israel and all 

those fflvolvl!d with Operation Moses -- with the rescue of thousands 

of our Brothers and Sisters from Ethiopia and from the refugee camps. 

Only Israel would place the rescue of Jews as a first priority when 

Israel itself continues to face the demands of defense crises, the 

demands of a very troubled economy, and a host of internal pressures 

for inaction. 

But Israel did act arid continues to act thereby fu1 filling the highest 

ethical commands of the Jewish tradition, and by their action refutting 

the great lie which would taint Zionism with the accusation of Racism. 
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Mr. Ivan Loder 
The Spiritual A..cisembly of 

the Baba'is 
Post Office box #846 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

Dear Mr. Loder: 

February 7, 1985 

Rab~i SchL.~dler was good enou[;h to show me 
your kind letter, and I want to add a per
sonal w0rd in his behalf and mine to tell 
you that a contribution from the Baha'is 
is particularly ·valued by us. 

We feel a deep sense of solidarity with 
you and it is most appropriate that we arc 
able to feel E!Ipathy for the pain of 
others as well. 

Thank you very much for yow: letter and 
your generous contribution. 

AV:rh 
bee; Rabbi A. Schindler 

Aron Hirt-MIDheimer 

Cordially, 

Albert Vorspan 

✓ 



The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of· 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Post Office Box 846 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 



Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
,1n'N 838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, N.Y 10021 ( 212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC m,il,., 

m::npn.r., 
i1j)'7.r.)N~ 

Cha,rman 
Harns Gilbert 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Associate Director 
Rabbi David Saperstein 

• 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEM PLE SISTERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEM PLE BROTHERHOODS 

NORTH AMER ICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDU CA TORS 

AMERICAN CON FERENCE 
OF CANTORS 

ASSOCIATION OF REFORM 
ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

To: Regional Directors 
Corrmission on Social Action 

From: Albert Vorspan 

Date: February 5, 1985 

Subject: E'TIITOPIAN PROJECTS 

We are deeply grateful for the extraordinary help that our 
regional offices have given in our push for Ethiopian re
lief. You will be pleased to know that the UAHC has 
raised nearly $200,000 for general Ethiopian famine relief 
plus several thousand for our own PROJECT REAP (Jewish doc
tors from the United States working in Jewish villages in 
Gondor). 

The first Abie Nathan village has been so successful that 
he is now proceeding to establish five IIDre to house a 
total of 60,000 people in distress. The tents are in
scribed ''FROM JERUSALEM WITH I.DVE'' and the villages are 
well lighted, include clinics and have evoked the admira
tion of all concerned, including the Ethiopian government. 

Attached is the text of an article that will appear in the 
next issue of Reform Judaism. 



-. 

R E S C U E I N E T H I O P I A 

While the drama of Israel 1 s historic rescue of the Jewish community of Ethiopia 
was playing out in secret -- and then on the front pages of the world's newspa
pers -- another Jewish action was taking place on behalf of victims of famine 
and disease on the parched plains of Ethiopia. 

Here, too, a group of Israel is was involved, led by a maverick humanitarian 
named Abie Nathan. Nathan, who was born in Iraq and raised in India, served as 
an Israeli fighter pilot during the War of Independence. Once dubbed "the 
world's smallest peace organization," for his numerous single-handed attempts to 
bring peace to the Middle East, he made a daring flight to Egypt during the 
tense period preceding the 1967 .war, carrying a peace proclamation signed by 
60,000 Israel is. Unfortunately, at that time, President Nasser refused to see 
him. But since then his private humanitarian campaigns have been more successful. 

In the early 1970s he raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in Israel to pro
vide relief for starving Nigerians ln Biafra and for the victims of war and hun
ger in Cambodia. For many years he has operated a "Peace Ship" staffed by an in
ternational crew of volunteers that broadcasts music and peace messages in Hebrew, 
Arabic and English from international waters off the Mediterranean coast. 

When, in late 1984, Nathan first learned of the starvation in Ethiopia, he broad
cast an appeal from his Peace Ship and within days raised $100,000 from Israeli 
citizens. He then flew to London - Ethiopia does not recognize Israel - and per
suaded Ethiopian consular authorities to grant him a visa. When he landed in the 
Ethiopian capital he said simply, 11 1 want to help. 11 Local officials flew him to 
a drought-stricken area where he inspected existing camps and assessed their needs. 

When he returned to Israel and then Eruope to gather the supplies he needed to 
launch his non-sectarian relief operation, Nathan called Rabbi Stephen Schafer, 
director of the youth division of the UAHC and a long-time friend and supporter. 
Would the UAHC help, he asked. On December 2, the UAHC Board of Trustees passed 
a resolution, declaring that the UAHC "expresses its profound gratitude for tbe 
moral audacity of Abie Nathan, Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a 
visible Jewish presence in Ethiopia by creating a tent village in which Ethiopians 
of all backgrounds will be shelted and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel 
who volunteer within Israel and the American Jewish community; and pledtes its 
active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking to raise at least 
$100,000 from concerned individuals within our community and the Jewish public at 
large. These funds will be added to those already raised by the Israeli publ ic. 11 

On Sunday, December 16 -- exactly two weeks after the resolution was adopted --
a UAHC advertisement in The New York Times headlined, "Light one candle, save one 
1 ife. A Jewish response to the famine in Ethiopia, 11 detailed Nathan's effcrrts 
and called upon Jews to support him. 

The response of the Reform Jewish community was immediate and contagious. HUC
JIR students in New York raised $2500. Rabbis preached sermons and wrote letters 
to congregants; religious school children gave money to Keren Ami projects for 
Ethiopian relief; doctors volunteered to serve; and a television station offered 
to produce a public service advertisement at no charge. Within one month, more 
than $100,000 had been contributed by individuals and Reform synagogues across 
the country. 

- over -



Nathan's first visit to the famine region of Ethiopia had convinced him that 
what was needed most was shelter and trained personnel to feed the starving and 
nurse the sick. Emergency food supplies and medicines were reaching the refu
gees, but adequate shelter was in short supply, especially tents - hospital 
tents, kitchen tents, family tents - and mattresses. With the first $25,000 re
ceived from the UAHC, Nathan chartered a plane and (during Chanukah) flew to 
Ethiopia with a crew of Israeli experts and enough supplies to build and house 
a tent city for ten thousand refugees. 

After the 43 tons of supplies were unloaded, the trucks set out for Harbu, 400 
kilometers north of Addis Ababa. There Nathan and his crew, supplemented by lo
cal laborers, built their tent city and moved 8,000 people into the 800 white 
tents stencilled in red with a star of David and the words, "From Jerusalem with 
Love. 11 Water was connected, electric power was generated and the filthy, disease
ridden slum nearby was levelled. When Ethiopian authorities saw what Nathan and 
his Israeli team had built, they asked him to build five more tent cities. 

That request reached Nathan during a visit to the United States early in January, 
during his meetings with UAHC officials. At that time, he received a $50,000 
check from Rabbi Schindler, representing the more than 1,000 individual contribu
tors who had responded to The New York Times advertisement. As ·Rabbi Schindler 
remarked at that time, 11Abie Nathan is proof of our belief that one person can 
make a difference." 

Contributions should be sent to UAHC Ethiopian Relief, 838 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York 10021. 



Rabbi Solomon Agin 
Temple Beth-El 
Post Office Box 972 
Cape Coral, FL 33910 

Dear Sol: 

February 4, 1985 

Thank you for forwarding the l 0.00 gift from members of Temple 
Beth-El for our effort fn behalf of Ethiopian Jews. T gift is 
deeply appreciated and we express heartfelt thanks to you and to 
your membership for all of their efforts fn regard to Ethiopian 
Jewry. 

I was pleased to learn that you intend to begin an Outreach program 
in Cape Coral just before Passover. Geod luck, I know that members 
of our Outreach Commission will want to be of assistance and they 
will want to be kept apprised of your efforts. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

January 30, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Enclosed, please find two (2) checks each in the amount of 
$50.00 towards the plight of the Ethiopian Jews. It appears 
that some of the membership donated to the Sisterhood 
Project and others to the Operation Moses of the United 
Jewish Appeal. My concern is that they give and with a 
full heart. 

There is no doubt in my mind that it was your leadership 
that inspired others to get involved. This, it was the 
Reform Movement that once again came to the forefront. 

On another subject, I wish to inform you that Outreach will 
be introduced to the community prior to Passover. The Board 
of Directors endorsed the program that I presented as a 
result of the regional convention last November. 

With best wishes as the Movement continues to grow and 
n this most crucial period. 

Sin r, 1 y you rs , 

;( 
Agin, Rabbi 

SA:je 
Enclosures 

2721 DEL PRADO BOULEVARD • P. 0. BOX 972 • CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 33910 



Edith J. Miller 
February 1, 1985 

Ruth Harrison 

In a covering letter Rabbi Solomon n indicated these two checks for 
$50.00 each are for the plight of E~ ,· ian Jews and, therefore, should 
be credited to Project Ri&p. We wi say ""ffian you from this office 
inasmuch as there were other items to be acknowledged in his covering 
letter. 



Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

January 25, 1985 

Enclosed herewith 1s a check payable to the UAHC. It was received 
from Rabbi Ira Youdovin and he indicates it is for our ~Ethiopian 
Relief Project. The signator is Judy Byrd and the address is noted 
on the check. Diversified Health Services, The Florida Agency, 
5960 Central Avenue, Suite B, St. Petersburg, Florida 33707. 



Ms. G.G. Michelson 
Senior Vice President 
R.H. Macy & Co., Inc. 
151 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear G.G.: 

l 

January 25, 1985 

How lovely to hear from you and to learn that Macy's will contribute 
$1,000 to the UAHC Ebhiopian Relief Appeal. I am deeply grateful to 
all of you for helping us in our effort to feed and care for the 
starving community in Ethiopia. 

Lisa is delighted to be back at Macy's. She feels that she is 
among friends. 

With fondest regards from all of us, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, ,. 

G . G . MICHELSON 

SEN I O R V I C E PRESIDENT 

151 W EST 34™ S TREET 

NEW YORK, N, Y , 10001 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 5th Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 18, 1985 

Ed sent 
Appeal. 
be sent 

me your note and the ad on the Ethiopian Relief 
Macy's will donate $1,000 and the check will 

to you shortly. 

It's nice to see Lisa around here again! My best to 
the family. 

Sincerely, 

GGM:vr 



January 16, 1985 

Dr. Solomons. Bernards, Director 
Friends of Cong. Mevakshe1 Derech of Jerusalwm 
225 Park Avenue, South - 17th Floor 
New York, New York 10003 

Dear Sol: 

Thank you for your letter of January 13 in regard to Abie Nathan's 
work. It is a remarkable undertaking. We of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations are proud to be a part of it. 

You may have missed an advertisement which was placed 1n the New 
York Times by the UAHC, some weeks ago. It appeared on the back 
page of the Sunday Week in Review, I enclose herewith a copy. The 
funds which we are receiving here at the UAHC are for famine relief 
and are being used to underwrite the work that 1s being done by Abie 
Nathan. 

Again, my thanks to you for writing. Warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ 
\ 



FRIENDS OF CONG. MEVAKSHEI DERECH OF JERUSALEM 
225 Park Ave., South, 17th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10003 (212) 674-7400, Ext. 1317 

DR. SOLOMON S. BERNARDS, Director 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MARTIN ABELOVE 
Utica, NY 

LAVEY BECKER 
Montreal, Quebec 

SUSAN BRECHER 
Long Island City, NY 

RABBI SAMUEL CHIEL 
Newton Center, MA 

MIRIAM EPHRAIM 
New York, NY 

MOLLY FLIGELMAN 
Los Angeles, CA 

PROF. ROBERT G. GOLDENBERG 
Stony Brook, NY 

PROF. ROBERT GORDIS 
New York, NY 

RABBI ARTHUR HERTZBERG 
Engelwood, NJ 

RABBI HAYYIM KIEVAL 
Albany, NY 

RABBI SIMCHA KLING 
Louisville, KY 

HON. PHILLIP KLUTZNICK 
Chicago, IL 

RABBI LEON KRONISH 
Miami Beach, FL 

PROF. BARUCH A. LEVINE 
New York, NY 

PAUL LEMPEL 
Eastchester, NY 

RABBI JOEL H. MEYERS 
Washington, DC 

RABBI LUDWIG NADELMANN 
Scarsdale, NY 

RABBI HAROLD M. SCHULWEIS 
Encino, CA 

RABBI REUVEN SIEGEL 
New York, NY 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SHAPIRO 
So. Orange, NJ 

RABBI RONALD B. SOBEL 
New York, NY 

·--DR.DANIEL THURSZ 
Washington, DC 

RABBI ARYEH WINEMAN 
Derby, CT 

RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN 
Los Angeles, CA 

RABBI GERALD L. ZELIZER 
Metuchen, NJ 
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Mr. David A. Levine 
2001 Wellington Court 
Westbury, NY 11590 

Dear Mr. Levine: 

January 15, 1985 

Thank you for taking the time to write after you heard me on the Barry 
Gray show. • a; grateful for your thoughtfulness. 

Thank you, too, for offering your services in the vast task to be done 
in regard to Ethiopia. We will keep your name and offer on file In the 
e.vent we are able to send volunteers but at the moment, the government 
of Ethlopla is not permlttlng such volunteer programs of on-site assist
ance. 

With appreciation and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



E.J. Mil 1er 

Ruth Harri son 

FOR LIST OF PEOPLE WHO VOLUNTEERED TO HELP IN RE ETHIOPIA ... 

David A. Levine 
2001 We11jngton Court 
Westbury, NY 11590 

516-333-4494 

1 /15/85 

retired person In good health - member of a temple In westbury which is 
not reform ---In good health -- was supply sgt. ww2 ..... 

Am told you are keeping list ... 



FROM THE DESK OF 



Rabbi Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Cong. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi: 

2001 Wellington Court 
Westbury, \ N. Y. 11590 
January 9, 1985 

I heard you this afternoon on Barry Gray's show on WMCA Radio. 
You and Abbe Nathan were wonderful - as usual. 

I am a member of Temple Sholom here in Westbury and I wish to 
offer my help in the Ethiopian task ahead. I am a retire) person 
and served in the US Army for over 5 years during WW2 as a supply Sgt. 

Please call me if you feel I can hel p you. I am inperfect kax~ 
heal.th and my Rabbi Moishe Aranov will vouch for me. 

Good luck and keep up your good work for all Judiasm. 

51.6 333 - 4494 
I just returned ~from 2 weeks in Israel with my wife. 



Ed I th J. M 111 er 1 /1 !t/85 

Fred Cohen 

Enclosed Is a check for $10. for UAHC Ethiopian Relief from Linda Van Raa1te 
149 6th Ave., Brook1,~, NY . 11271. This 1, a~ addliional gift from the students 
at HUC-JIR. 
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I MEMORANDUM l 
From Edith J. Miller Date l 2 / 2 l / 8 4 

To Fred Cohen 

Copies Barney Br i ck n er 

Subject 

,ln'N 
.n11;p~ 

nr.njJnO 
:,j"'1rJN.J 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF FUND/UAHC 

The enclosed envelope marked $1700. from the HUC-JIR Community 

of New York represents gifts to the Ethiopian Relief Fund from 

the st~dents. No matter which way I coun~ the funds in this 

envelope I come out with $1500. --$1469. in checks and $31. in 

cash. By means of a copy of this memo I am advising Barney of the 

$200. difference. 

Be that as it may, please give me an extra xerox copy of all of 

the checks enclosed plus a note of $31. cash so I can , send it on 

to Barney for checking. There's no reason to hold up a deposit of 

the funds received .... we'l 1 have check copies and the cash is one 

$ l . bi 1 l one $10. bill and one $20. 

Thanks. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, NY. 10021 (212)249-0100 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: A ichard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND . 

THAT • ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations-, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox groups in Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of .conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new immigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual immersion and, for males, 

a new ritual circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish community that 

has ·guarded its Jewish identity for some 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta:-1:srael 

to the Promised Land is based on the fact that t hese people are ·Jews_, recognized 

as such by the rabbinate and the government of Israel . -Their immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

'"Why, then, must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing ~onversion? I see no 

reason for it and .I join the Beta Israel i n rejecting this procedure. · 
.. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their rel igious he3:-"itage , read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fast s 

and ritual purification. It is a bitter i rony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of and prayed for over the generations, · they must face a 

challenge to their Jewishness that is demeaning and degrading . " 

A.JP 1/10/85 X X X 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK , NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

.T1 >:}I ;:'- - Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND . 

THAT • ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations-, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox groups in Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of .conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new immigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual immersion and, for males, 

a new ritual circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish coD111Unity that 

has ·guarded its Jewish identity for some 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta:cl:srael 

to the Promised Land is based on the fact that these people are ·Jews_, recognized 

as such by the rabbinate and the government of Israel . -Their. immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as ., 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

•
11Why, then, must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing ~onversion? I see no 

reason for it and .I join the Beta Israel in rejecting this procedure. · 
.. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their religious heritage, read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fasts 

and ritual purification. It is a bitter irony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of and prayed for over the generations,' they must face a 

challenge to their Jewishness that is demeaning and degrading." 

A.JP 1/10/85 X X X 
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Union_ of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWlSH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

NEWS RE LEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS ORTHODOX RABBIS' DEMAND 

. THAT • ETHIOPIAN JEWS UNDERGO CONVERSION IN ISRAEL 

NEW YORK, Jan. 10 -- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the ' Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations -, said today he was "outraged" by "the demands of 

some Orthodox groups in Israel that recently-arrived Ethiopian Jews undergo 

rituals of conversion." 

In a statement commenting on news reports from Israel that new innnigrants 

from Ethiopia are being required to undergo ritual innnersion and, for males, 

a new ritual circumcision, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Such demands are both offensive and humiliating to a Jewish community that 

has guarded its Jewish identity for some 2,000 years in the face of persecution, 

poverty and isolation from the rest of the Jewish world. 

"The historic Operation Moses that has brought thousands of Beta Israel 

·to the Promised Land is based on the fact that these people are Jews_, recognized 

as such by tµe rabbinate and the government ··of Israel. . Their immigration to 

Israel has been made possible by the Law of Return, for which they qualify as 
._ 

Jews entitled to citizenship in Israel. 

"Why, then~ must the Ethiopian Jews be subjected to the insulting demand 

"' 
that they prove their Jewishness again by undergoing tonversion? I see no 

reason for it and I join the Beta Israel in rejecting this procedure • 
.. 

"For 2,000 years the Jews of Ethiopia maintained their religious heritage, read 

the Torah, kept the Sabbath, and observed the various Biblical feasts and fasts 

and ritual purification. It is a bitter irony that on their arrival in the land 

they have dreamed of and prayed for over the generations, they must face a 

challenge to their Jewis.hness that is demeaning and degrading." 

AJP 1/10/85 X X X 
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STROBER / RICHARD Advertising 
30 East 60th Street New York, NY 10022 (212) 758-6996 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 9, 1985 

Here is the bill from The New York Times for the Ethiopian Relief ad. 
It comes to $18,633.88, which takes into account the 20 percent reduction 
given to charities. There was no corrnnission on this ad. Please instruct 
the accounting department to do a check in that amount to Strober/Richard 
Advertising, and I will pay the bill. 

RC:cl / 
, '.v·) • 
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Cantor Jill Spasser 
106 Barchester Way 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Dear Jil 1: 

January 7, 1985 

I can understand your plaint concerning our recent communication 
asking for support for the starving Ethiopians but you see, our 
communication was sent to those and only to those who were addressed 
1n the superscrippion. In other words, we sent our letter to rabbis, 
and to chairpersons of Social Action Committees and to the others who 
were listed. What probably happened 1s that someone replicated our 
letter and sent it to other• in your congregations as we11. Under 
those circumstances, I believe, our memorandum was appropriately 
addressed. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





,~,pn~n O'l:11.J iilN 
CE TRAL CONFERyNCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

• _/('N E W Y O R K , N . Y . 1 0 0 1 6 • (212) 684-4990 

~- \ January 1985 

On January 7, national Jewish organizations involved in assisting Ethiopian Jews met in 
New York to discuss a common policy in regard to the cessation of rescue efforts. 
Representatives of the Israeli government, NJCRAC, the American Jewish Congress, the 
American Jewish Committee, the UJA, the UIA, and the Reform Movement were among those 
in attendance. 

A consensus was reached on the following points: 

1. Publicity on rescue efforts of Ethiopian Jews should be minimized. At most, public 
statements should indicate that we shall not rest until all Ethiopian Jews are accounted 
for. 

2. In general, we should refrain from comment when asked by the press about the break
down of the rescue operation. "Since there are lives at stake, we have no comment" was 
seen to be an appropriate response for most situations. 

3. There should be no public discussion now attempting to assign blame for what has 
happened. These matters are better left until later when all Ethiopian Jews have been 
brought to Israel. 

4. Fund-raising efforts should stress the cost of absorbing the Ethiopian Jews in Israel, 
rather than the cost of bringing them out of Ethiopia. Dramatic statements about "ran
soming Ethiopian Jews" should be especially avoided. 

5. There should?n~ call now for pressure by the American government on the Sudan or 
Egypt. We should not request assistance from our senators or public officials, and we 
should not engage in public demonstrations. 

Obviously, the above policy was not an attempt to maintain secrecy. The problems with 
the rescue operation have been public knowledge for some time. However, there was agree
ment that if the issue is downplayed, the press will lose interest and move on to other 
matters. This in turn may make possible the resumption of the evacuation. On the 
other hand, continued discussions -- and in particular, public disagreements -- in the 
Jewish community are likely to have a ripple effect, and will be picked up by the 
general press. 

Of course, public calls for suppo~t of general famine relief in Ethiopia and Africa 
continue to be in order, and in fact are now more important than ever. 

Your cooperation on the above points would be greatly appreciated. 
tion, feel free to contact the UAHC, ARZA, or CCAR offices. 

For further informa-

~ 
B. Glaser 

. 
Gu ut, President 

TOfonto, Ontario, Canada 
Jack Stern, Jr., Vice President 
Scarsdale, NY 

JOMtPh B. Glaser, Executiwl Vice President 
New Y0<1<. NY 

QJ 
Albert Vorspan 

Murray I. Rothman, Treasurer 
Newton, MA 

Randall M. Falk. Reco,ding Secretary 
Nashville, TN 

Eugene J. Lipman, Financial Secretary 
Washington, DC 

Elltot L. Stewms. Administratiw Secnttary 
New York. NY 

Sidney L. Regner. E.,,cutive V,ce P,wsitlent Emeritua 
New York, NY 

Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary Pntsident 
Cincinnati. OH 



Mr. Edward Finkelstein 
R.H. Macy Company, Inc.] 
Herald Square 
New York, NY 10001 

Oecembe.r 31, 1984 

Dear Ed: b; 
Enclosed Is a copy of the ad on Ethiopian Relief I told you about. 

If Macy's could make a donation would be grateful. 

lt was lovely being with you. Have a happy Journey and year. Love 
to Myra and the kids. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



December 31, 1984 

Dear Harriette: 

It was good having you share fn the festivities of 

our annual Hanukah party and, of course, the special tribute to 

Mary Jordan this year. You are looking well and I do hope your 

foot problem will soon be completely healed and a thing of the past. 

Your gift to the UAHC Ethiopian Relief Fund is 

truly appreciated, It bespeaks your care and concern for humanity 

and those less fortunate than yourself. Many thanks. 

Best wishes for a healthy, happy and wonderful New 

Year. 

Ms. Harriette Handler 
391 Hosholu Parkway 
Bronx, NY 10467 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Peter Jackson 
555 W. Beech Street 
Suite 210 
San Diego, CA 92104 

Dear Peter: 

December 31, 1984 

Forg;ve me for not responding sooner to your letter of December 5 
but I've been on the merry-go-round' s1nce then, taave111ng to 
and fro all over the land. 

I appreciate your explanatory letter and I'm sorry that a mis
understanding arose between us. But, 111 1s well that ends well, 
1s it not? 

Regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

be: Mrs. Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

Thank you for your letter which I received this morning. I very much 
regret that we appear to have antagonized one another during our 
telephone conversation. I have heard so much about you from Michael 
and Anita that I very much want to make amends, put the record straight 
and hope that our future communications can be more cordial. 

Firstly, let me say that I was concerned that you should be involved 
in this discussion so late at night. However, the call was not mine, 
like yourself, I was drawn into the conversation between our good 
wives; I believe Mrs. Shindler made the call. 

At the time of the call, I only knew of you in connection with Ram Carmi. 
I did not to begin with know that you are the President of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. I am well aware of the long term interest 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and I do believe that 
during our conversation I did compliment you on the excellent work that 
had been undertaken by your colleagues and in particular, Mr. Glen Stein. 

Whilst I am a Board member of the American Association For Ethiopian 
Jews and both approve and admire the work carried out by this organization , 
my interest in Ethiopia is through my membership of the Falasha Welfare 
Association of Great Britain. Our Foard includes our Chief Rabbi, David 
Kessler, the proprietor of the Jewish Chronicle and Ansel Harris, Director 
of Oxfam. Similarly to the A.A.E.J., our efforts on behalf of Ethiopian 
Jewry have stretched over a period of some seven years. During this 
time of heavy, daily commitment, it has often appeared to us that no 
other Jewish organizations would interest themselves in our desperate 
cause. During that period, I have made several visits to Africa and 
through lack of sufficient resources witnessed many newly made African 
friends perish. Forgive me if my observation on the lack of support 
that could have saved these people seemed to you to be self righteous. 
However, I do believe that a detailed study into the recent history of 
this situation would show that very little assistance has ever been given 
to Ethiopian Jews in Ethiopia. Similarly, until November 1983 I am not 
aware of any assistance given to Falashas living in Sudan other than by 
the A.A.E.J. 

(6-19) 233-7052 
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However, all this is now history. We are all proud to witness the 
heroic rescue of Falashas from Sudan by Israel. Many organizations 
are now raising funds for the Falashas and I am sure that much needed 
help will reach them shortly. 

When I next visit New York I shall endeavor to make an appointment in 
order that we might meet and discuss this matter more fully. In the 
meantime, should your travels take you to San Diego or to London you 
and Mrs. Schindler would be a very welcome guest at our home and both 
Elizabeth and myself look forward to the pleasure of meeting you. 

Yours sincerely , 

PETER JACKSON 

gy 



Edie Miller 

Fred Cohen 

UAHC ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $150. from Miss Frayda Ingber, 
170 West End Avenue, New York, NY 10023. This represents a 

gjft to the famine fund In honor of her colleagues on the staff 
of HUC-JIR. 

\ 

12/31)/84 



non-Jew works for Jewish organization --- ad is her v1s1on of Jewish community concern 

for others - -- check sent in memory of her late husband on anniversary of his 39th 
birthday . . .. 

Ms. Toni Lobue Cabat 
134 Pleasantville Road 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Dear Ms. Cabat: 

December 27, 1984 

Many thanks for your gracious gift to the UAHC Ethiopian 
---- C. 

Relief Appeal. We are receiving an overwhelming response from 

the American community to this humanitarian plea. 

I am grateful for your words of COlffllendation, even as I 

thank you for honoring the memory of your late husband In so very 

meaningful a manner. 

With heartfelt gratitude and every good wish, lam 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, 

December 27, 1984 

Religious School Students 
Temple Beth Or 
5315 Creedmor Road 
Raleigh, NC 27612 

B~alanr 

It was wonderful to learn of your lovtng gift of your 
October, Novemeer and December Tzedakah collection for 
the UAHC Ethiopian Relief effort. For all of us of the 
Union we write to express heartfelt appreciation for 
your care and concern. 

Your gift will help us to help provide food and shelter 
for the homeless, hungry people of Ethiopia. We are 
truly grateful. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings to one and 
all, we are 

Btncerely, 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
Chairman of the _Board 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
President 



TEMPLE BETH OR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
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Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $ .'J 2_4. 00 to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to snelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $~---- to assist PROJECT REAP, which is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT REAP) 

3/ Please ' call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medical background or access to medical equipnEnt. 



Mr. Hirsch Wartik 
141 East 33rd Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Hirsbh: 

December 26. 1984 

Dick Cohen gave me your address so that I could thank you for the 
magnificent layout of the Ethiopian Hunger Ad which you created 
for the UAHC. All of us are deeply grateful to you ► The deeply 
moving drawing which was used to illustrate the ad 1s magnificent 
in 1ts simplicity. A11 of us of the Union thank you for sharing 
of your creativity in so generous a manner. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely. 

A~l■ander M. Schindler 



I FROM: 

TO: 

Richard C'Jhen 

1. Alex 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Please return 
Y 'Jur acti ~.m 
Y::mr files 
F'J:t y:mr inf'J 
Let's discuss 

( ) 
( ) 
\ ) 
( ) 
( ) 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Remarks; 

Dec. 20, 1984 

(and send .me a copy) 
Please write a warm letter of thanks to Mr. Hirsch Wartik 

141 East 33rd St., 
New York, NY 10016 

for his beautiful layout of the Ethiopian 
hunger ad, his deeply moving drawing that we used as an illustration 
and-his generosity in doing it pro bono. 
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244-7060 

December 20, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I saw this very moving advertisement in the New York 
Times. But I also saw articles about "Operation Moses", 
a UJA porject to bring "Falasha", Ethiopian Jews out of 
camps in the Sudan. Which project is the one we should 
support? My congregants are confused. So am I. 

Sincerely, 
,,---, 

~~ 
Raa Judea B. 

JBM:nk 
cc: David Saperstein 

Miller 



Rabbi Judea B. HIiler 
Temple B'rlth Kodesh 
2131 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NV 1~618 

Oeat Judea: 

December 26, 1984 

Thank you for y90r kind words of appreciation for the advertisement 
which we placed In the New York Times for Ethiopian Relief. We are 
getting a superb response to this hwaanltarlan effort. 

I understand there has been some confusion In regard to the various 
efforts which revolve about the situation In Ethiopia. let me try 
to clarify : 

1/ UAHC Ethiopian Relief Is a request for funds which will be used 
for the tens of thousands of Ethiopian families who are searching 6or 
sustenance. They have left their homes because of the famine and are 
In desperate straits. 

2/ UAHC Project REAP ts our program seeking assistance for Ethiopian 
Jews. They require medical help and other assistance. 

The enclosed Social Action mall fng on FAMINE IN ETHIOPIA wll 1 gfve 
you additional Information on the programs. 

3/ OPERATION HOSES Is a UJA project seeking to raise funds to bring 
the Jews out of Ethiopia and resettle them In Israel. 

One would have to be a Solomon to determine ''which project Is the one 
we should support." All are worthy. All are Important. Funds should 
be given to all of these efforts and we should all gfve to the very 
best of our ability. 

I hope this has clarified the fssue. 

With warm regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sf ncerely • 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Encl. 

c.,e_ JP"_..,,, .s • 
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save one life . . 

A Jewish response 
to the famine 
in Ethiopia. 

' 

l_n flight from famine, -tens of thousands of Ethiopian 
families have left their homes in a desperate 

search for sustenance. By day they sit in the blazing 
African sun. At night they huddle together for 
warmth under the open _sky. 

Millions of men and women around the world 
have been moved to help. 

Now there is a. visible Jewish presence in 
confronting the catastrophic starvation in Ethiopia. 

• It is based on the Talmud: To save one Jife is to save 
the world. 

It began in Jerusalem, where a private citizen, 
Abie Nathan, raised $100,000 in a single night to 
buy tents and medicine for Ethiopian farnine • 
victims. It continues in America, where the move
ment of Reform Judaism has pledged to support 
this initiative and help build a complete tent city: 
600 tents plus tons of medical supplies and 

• equipment for 6,000 homeless in Ethiopia. 

'From Jerusalem With. Love' 
The first tents and medical supplies are being 

flown into Ethiopia this month, during the Cha- ,r, 

nukah holiday. Each tent is imprinted with the 
legend, "From Jerusalem With Love." Each bears the 
Star of Davi•d, symbol e>f the Jewish people. A team 
of volunteer Israeli physicians is providing medical 
care. 

l\ 1v· n _ ,.., 

Food has been contributed by many govern
ments, religious groups and voluntary agencies, 
including the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, which is providing emergenc{clothing 
supplies and meeting urgent medical needs. 

Saving lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish 
tradition. Our answer to the horror of massive • . 
famine in Ethiopia cannot be to tum aside or look 

• away. In this season of Chanukah, when Jews 
traditionally exchange gifts with their loved ones, 
let us light an extra candle and give an extra gift. · . 

This will be the most precious gift of ·all-the 
gift of life. 

------------------Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC Ethiopian Relief 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I want to help the victims of starvation in Ethiopia by contributing this check • 
for, 

• • 

S360 S180 $90 S72 S36 $18 Other_ 

'"'"""" 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 

I 
I 
I 
I 

(Please make ch,:cks payable to UAHC Ethiopian Rellf!f. Your 91ft Is tllx deductlbf,::) . 1 ----------------~-This appeal has been initiated by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
composed of 770 Reform synagogues in the United States and Canada. It Is addressed to 
every member of the Jewish community-Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, unaffiliated. 
We Invite as well all other pe~ons who wish to share In this effort to provide em~ncy 
shelter and m4idlcal care for the victims of famine In Ethiopia. 
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Efforts underway to rescue, 
help resettle Ethiopian Jews 
I> MICHAEL llERE1'11AUM 

WASHINGTON-The rescue of a rubstantial number of 

Ethiopian ,.,.., is under ,.-ay, it appears from int.<TVie.,·s •ith 

J0•cmrnrnt official>, Jewish profcssiona!., and activiru on 

behalf of Ethiopian Jewry. 
Sources in United Jewish Appeal wbo refused to be iden

tified bi name nlgicst thal the United Je..-ish Appeal ha.I made 

a decision to launch a special fundraising campaign for the 

rescue and res-,nJcment of Ethiopian kwry . The figure men

tioned is S60 mil hon . 
Travellers just returning from Israel estimate the avcr~c 

aie of the rescued Jews as 14. Many of them are small childrc:tl, 

and the)' anive in rags, withmn ~•- "They arc frail, very 

thin, but their stomachs are not distended," one travellers.aid. 

"Theil arms and leg, arc like stick.>. But they arc a regal peo

ple Many of them never walled down steps. The) have to 

be taught ho., to negotiate them." 
U.S. government officials mdica1e thal this a>untry will pa) 

a significant share of the transportation and medical expenses 

involved in the rescltlement efforts. 
The UJA cabinet bas been mcctint to determine the ru., 

of the campaign and its relationship to other fundraising drives 

on behalf of brae!. Current plaru project th&! the a>st of the 

rescue and resdtlcmcnt project ,.;ii acccd SIOO million. 
Ecoeolllc AUla'tly la bnol 

The resrttlcmcnt project bas begun at a time of economic 

austerity in l.sracl. Waic and price a>otroh ha•• been imp<»

cd, the 1ovcmment ba5 an iu budget by SI .S billion, sub

sidies have been drastically reduced, and, for the firsi time 

in rca:n1 )'QTS, tho--< is a specter of large-scale w,cmploymenl. 

The respoosibility of American Jewry looms large in tlii> rcocur 

effort. 
I.sraeli off>Ciah bavt expressed con=t1 with the magnitude 

Mirluld &rrnbtrum i, opinion pag, editor of tlr, 

Waslti,rgton Jn,,isJ, Wede, wlrerr tJris anid, i, appnrring 

simulla~MS/y. 

of the problem or rc.,ctUing educationally deprived and un

•killed immJrrants One lsra<U sug.oested that the country may 

have lo return lo the maabarot of the 1950a, which will 

nevenheles, appear as pala= 10 Ethiopian villagers. Never

theless, Israelis arc oertain that Ethiopian resettlement wiU be 

"a proud chap1cr in the history of our people ." 

Otinf "the e.ucme sensitivity of officialdom in the area ," 

official, stressed the need fo r secrecy unti l the opera1ion i, 

a>mpleted. They spcciftcally asked that the narneo of the coun

tries involved and the numbers of Jews no .. reaching Israel 

not be published . 
1n the pasi , the brach govcrnrnent has been accused or drllj!

ginr its feet. Activim on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry now ex
press satisfaction with the gca]e of the rescue effort. 

C.tastropbe of Blbllcal ProportloM 

What ICC!Jled to have brought about thi, sudden immigra

tion is the drought which bas de,-astated Ethiopia . 

According to Rep. Gary Aderman (D-Quecn,), who return

ed from Elhiopia this past weekend , more thar, 300,000 Ethic>

pia.ns have starYed to death and the number may reach 

milliolli. "It 's a cataslrophe of monumental, biblical propor

tions," be- said . "11 5CCrm lilt the forces of nature have con

spired to wreak havoc on the lives of the people ." 

Effons to alleviatt mas, starvation arc no,. under way. Last 

Md, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commia.cr bad 

received permission to operate feeding st.atio!li in lhc Goo

dar, the home of most of the 1urvivin, Ethiopian J~. Ont 

official Yid that Joint may feed LS many LS .ac>,000 people . 

P=-iousl), the Joint, which u the American Jnrub ~ 

muoiry'• a>unlffp&I1 to Pro-t an~ Catholic relief qcn

cics, WII.I denied permission to work in lhe rcpon. 

brad bas launched a national drive to help the victims of 

the Ethiopian drought. 
Protn1 Com.maally h_.ll-nl, 

Du.riot the pas! month, protests on bcbalf of Ethiopian 

J....,,-y disrupted the opening mcctin£ of the General A5sembly 

of the Council of Jewish Federation., in Toroou,. America<> 

The Best of Florida Living. 
Woodmont. 

Located in Broward Count). on Florida., Gold 
Coast. Woodmont offer.. the best of Florid.i uving 

At Woodmont, we 're buildtng the kind of quallt) 
home!. to fit your lifestyle· 
• CUSIOrn or £sat,, HomtS 

• Villas or 'Jb,,nhomes 
• Apartment Coodominiwm 

When you Ii~ a1 Woodmont. you'U come home to 
tbe counl!)-<:hlb life every d.iy: 
• Two 18-bolt Cbampiooship Golf' Courses 
• 20 AD-Weather TtJlllis Coura 
• OIJmpic Sizf Swimming Pool 
• Multi-millioo Dollar Oub Houw 

Woodmont ~ a greaI locatioo-jusl south of Coral 
Springs with eas) access to the Florida Turnpike 
and 1-95. 

When you visit Florida, don't miss Woodmont. It is 

the best of Florida u~. 

~9 . 
\VOODfflOllt•~ 

CoaDtry Clal, L/Yilq m sro .. ant C-Ot, 
A.nolbi!', s--t ~ 

o.r - lnfonutioo C.....- i, opeo !rGm I0,00 Lm, 

eo 5:t() p.m. dall) . l'MDe 30!' 1721-2300. 

Take 1-95 °' Flood. Tumpil.t and eu1 a1 Commcrew 
Bh•d Go 'wCSl l ('I Un1vcn1h Dnve. then nonh I½ miles to 

Wbodmonl 780 I N \I . 78th S1 , Tamatll( , Flonc1"3332 I 

nr ~~cw, ... pn ... ~did.> Mnnt.,crwp-., an-~ 

m-Wttlll) -ia.:~.,,c~~dlb'Qut •-~ e.1lf.liroll'Wllr110llln0: 

Tll,r; fXIII ol manben.tu! u D0f .cludcc! zn lb: ~ ol • n::,,.,denua.1 .-irs IJI' ~ 

.. •* aV1UUlbu11 ~ ot • manbcnJur ,~ to:, 1hr pu,max-ot-..ct. .~.._ 

-IJI'~ 

More ~al&shar youngsters WIii be pini~ !his E1hl0l)l&fl yo<111> In 

lerael K lhe con-.nt '"""° l'llort It 1Uccesaful. 

Association for Etli.iopia.n Jewry leaden had charged that the 

••<St.ablished a>mmuniry was insensitive to the problem." 

Shoshana Cardin , the ina>ming president of CIF, respond

a:1, "W< an doing everything we can without jcopard.izioi 

anyone." Ethiopian Jewry tw been a subject of great con

troversy within recent years, with disputes ben,,,ccn the 

ostablished Jc-wish community and the AAE..J a.ctivi.su erup

ting over the 1,COp< of the Ethiopian Jcy,ry problem and the 

ltrious= of the Israeli rescue cfforu. 

Rcccot reports bad indicated th11 mil{< than 12,000 '""' 
had left their home and wer, being iD bouscd and ill fed in 

Ull5&llllary refugee camps . According to one AAEJ official 

more than 2,000 Jews have died . This figure WII.I denied by 

an American official, who claimed that the number ..,.. "a 

coupl< of hundred" who were victim> of primitive cooditio,u. 

UJ A'• special fundraisiog campaign of Ethiopian Jewry will 

be the Jeeood special effort-in addition to the rqular 

campaign-in the past three ycan. In the aftermath of the 

Lebanon war, UJA launched a special fundraising campaign 

which feU significantly short of iu projected ta:Jet. 

UJ A officials look forward to the Ethiopian campaign. "It's 

very ocldom thll you have a chanc:r to be a modern-day Mooe. 

and save a people ," one of them said . D 

Average Rates for Tues., Dec.•• 1984 
Interest Rates ~ 

180-day Eurodollar C.D. (Jumbo): 10.00 

180-<lay New York C.D. (Jumbo): 10.00 

Prime Rate : • 11 .50 

Money Market Acct. (Eff . yield) · 9.38 

Super N.O.W. Account: 6 .50 

Foreign Exchange tc.r U.S. S1 
Israel Sheqel: 590 .50 

Deutsche Marie: 3.0915 

Swiss Franc: 2.5485 

Canadian Dollar: 1.3228 
Jape.n~se Y~r, : 

British Pound ( £ 1) 

Gold· S332.001oz (second London fixing) 

.SilYer. $7 .11/oz 

246.95 
$1.2015 

I 
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Mrs. Herta Paulsen 
49 Maplewood Drive 
Amherst, MA 01002 

Dear Mrs. Paulsen: 

December 21. 1984 

!hank you for your gracious contribution to our Ethl6p1an Relief 
Campa1 gn. 4

• - -

I tend to doubt that we are related. There are two Schindler 
branches - one from East Prussia to Hamburg and Berlin, the 
other from Galicia to Vienna and Bavaria. You appear to stem 
from the former while I am rm h atter. But then, all Jews 
are related, are they not? 

I hope we will have a chanc to meet one of these days. Again, 
my thanks for your kind contribution. 

Sincer ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MRS. HERTA PAULSEN 

49 MAPLEWOOD DRIVE 

AMHERST, MASS. 01002 
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Mr. and Mrs. Alan 1. Karten 
9620 S. W. 60th Court 
Miami, FL 33156 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Karten: 

December 19, 1984 

Thls is to acknowledge with heartfelt appreciation 

your generous gift of $400. to the UAHC Ethiopian Relief_Ei.tod. We 

are grateful for your ielp in seeking to alleviate the great suffer

ing being endured by the people of Ethiopia. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, 

I' 

, 
Edith J. Miller 

Al Vorspan/Ruth Harrison 
/ 

"--

December 7, 1984 

Enclosea s my check for $400. payable to UAHC Ethiopian Relief. 
It is a contribution from Bernard and Deborah Cohen (Mr. and Mrs.) 
of 9530 W. w. 95th Sourt, Miami, Florida 33176 and represents a 
Hanukah gift in honor of Alan and Donna (Mr. and Mrs.) Alan Karten 
of 9620 s. w. 60th Court, Miami, Florida 33156. 

Please see that the Cohens receive an acknowledgement and that the 
Kartens are advised of this gift in their honor. Many thanks. 



,. 

, 

, 

Mr. & Mrs. Al.nu Ksrten 
9620 s. W. 60th Court 
~!;:,r;:f • r.'Jori.·"' 3315 

Dear Hr. anJ Hrs. fart en. 

December 12, 1984 

You ,:ill t? happy and touched to know t st 
a contri1mt.i h v; maQ.e :f.ry yo•.1r 1,cnc r - as a t..harmkah 
gift - to JAHC EthiopiaL Relief Ly Bernard and D borab 
Cohen. 

t-.'e ~,1ent c e.-..-pre~s o •- pro~L)UI,ld f!!"'Prt~ciation 
to Hr. and Mri;. Cohen (in this letter) for their ef
fcr~,. to JJV c lir.tc cd"!:nr~.r.g in r.t:hiopi,J.. Alla I am 
sure you ~dll agree tha, th,.rc cun he uo finer gift 
for Chauukah. 

.. Qt!a utt:ad1.i..1g t.:htj lates, about the Abie 
Nathan tent v:tll:\gt., ·h~.ch j:h'1o.s fund.a u:ill help to 
create.-: e.nct ~ur.tc',i .. 

Sincerely. 

Albert Vorspan 

AV:rb 
encl. 
ec : Mr. Mrs. Berl".n.t'd 
bee: Edith Miller 

) 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Albert Vorspan 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 

December ts. 1984 

Just & note to let you know that Abcldl Mohamed of the Ethioptan Mission 
"E' ~ 

called me up to thank u fn behalf of the Government for our ad and the 

help in which we arl extending to the Ethiopian people. 



✓ 
Edith J. Miller 

Ruth Harrison 

December 17, 1984 

Enclosed herewith f6r Ethiopian Emergency Food Drive a ckeck 
for $125.- from Tem»e Beth-El, Cape Coral, Florida and 
$750.- from The Congr ga~ion Beth Israel in West Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Inasmuch as they came with special letters to Rabbi Schindler, 
we will thank them from this office. 

\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 



/ 
Edith J. MJ111er 

Al Vorspan 

December 13, 1984 

ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 

Enclosed Is a check payable to the UAHC in the sum of $1,000. 
from Louis E. Wolfson, P.O. Box 4, llacksonvllle, FL 32201. He 
notes tn his letter to Alex that he learned the UAHC Is raising 
funds for the tragic situation In Ethiopia and his gift Is to 
be used for the purpose. 

Alex will be writing to say thank you but I presume there Is 
also a fhanl you from the Fund. 



Hs. Narjerle Gro11barth 
President 
Te■ple Sh'arey Shaloe 
78 So. Springfield Avenue 
Springfield, HJ 07081 

Dear Ms. Grossbarth: 

Dece■ber 12, 1984 

The enclosed copy 6f a aeac, which Is being ■alled to the 

personnel,-,noted, la self-explanatory. In addition, copies 

of the UNION Resolutlon on Ethiopian lellef are being sent 

to te■ple president• In the regular packets which go forth 

fro• the UAHC House of living Judaism. 

We have been Involved In working In ~eha1f of th• Jews of 

Ethiopia for quite a long ti••• So■e of our efforts have 

been In concert with other or9anlzatlons so our role Is not 

always hlghll~hted, but we have keJ, the leaders of our aove

■ent and our congregations lnfor•ed of _all activities. 

I trust you saw the story whl•h was carried In the New York 

Tl••• yesterday. God willing, within a very brief ti•• fr••• 

all of the remaining Jews of Ethiopia will reach Israel. 

With appreciation for your concern and assurance that your 

Union Is doing everything po111b1• In regard to the Jews•• 

well •• those Ethiopians who are suffering fro• the dreadful 

fa•lne, I am 

llncere1y, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

-



Rabbi 

JOSHUA GOLDSTEIN 

Cantor 

IRVING KRAMERMAN 

Educational Director 

ELAINE SNEPAR 

Music Director 

RON BROWN 

Temple 
Sha'arey 

78 So. Springfield Avenue 

Shalom 
Springfield, New Jersey 07081 

(201) 379-5387 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Shindler, 

December Sr 1984 

We, the Board of Trustees and members of Temple Sha\arey Shalom, 
Springfield, New Jersey, are most concerned about the plight of 
the Ethiopian Jews. 

please utilize the resources of your good office to assist these 
beleaguered people to attain their goal of immigration to the 
State of Israel. We hope that you will do all in your power for 
humanitarian reasons. 

Thank you for your assistance in this urgent matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

~OS~ 

President 

MG:rh 



FROM: 

s. Virg ni s. rill 
.. 90 ,Takefield fay 
Col bus, Georgia 31906 

i 7 
bbi exanc.l r Sc i.1dler 

TO: 

U11iou of et-ican gatious 

L 
I MESSAGE 

be a rele~ 
t e title of 

1 1 ful t 
dertaking. 

raject for --0ur --Rel-ig¼ffi-H~ 
e project so t1 ·e cans 

~:>mE~~itten -L f-ormat-i -
your .elp . The 

rive 

cember 12, l 8l~ 
DATE: __________________ _ 

ATTENTION : ______________ _ 

SUBJECT: _______________ _ 

in--te-eel-!ee-t-f 
to t1e correct fund. 

d-11--faa,.k--a--l}a~--0-r---t-l.l--:Mi.-

Sc ool 

• REPLY .. £.n.cl osed b.arew it h is a ...c...op..¥-o...f the memo_g_o i ng_fo r ward th i~ .. w~e k __ _ 

~hoe des i na!_e.5G__ our rabbi may have_ r ecei v ed i t by now. I n any event, 
-

funds for t he v i ct i ms of the fam i ne in Ethiopia can be s ent here w i th a 

notation o r UAHC ETHIOPIAN RELIEF aND FUNDS FOR THE ews o t 1op1a can 

~e -d-e-s+g-R-at-ed for UAHC PROJECT REA-P 

DATE: 
12/14/84 

SIGNED: Ass I st ant 

H I STACOUNT CORP. , MELVILLE , N. Y. 11 746 FORM NO. SK-1 PERSON ADDRESSED RETURN THIS COPY TO SENDER 
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Rabbi Alexander M . Schindler 

Honorary Chairmen 
Judge Emil N. Baar 
Dr. S.S. Hollender 
Earl Morse 
Matthew H. Ross 
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Donald S. Day 

Vice-Chairpersons 
Robert L. Adler 
David W . Belin 
Allan B. Goldman 
Joseph Kleiman 
Lillian Maltzer 
Ronald M .· Mankoff 
Melvin Merians 
Norman D. Schwartz 
Gilbert Tilles 
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Honorary Vice-Chairmen 
Hyman J . Bylan 
Max L. Koeppel 

Vice-President 
Albert Vorspan 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

To: Rabbis, Social Action Chairs , Ccmnission on Social 
Action, er.AR Comnittee on Justice and Peace, CRCs 

Fran: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr., Chairman of the UAHC 
Board of Trustees 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President of the UAHC 

Date: Decanber 10, 1984 

Subject: FAMINE IN ETHIOPIA 

-
An extraordinary Jewish response to the calamitous famine in 
Ethiopia is now untoicung . ... a tent village is being planned 
which will be erected near a feeding station in drought-stricken 
Ethiopia with funds raised from the Jewish public in Israel and 
the United States. Conceived and inspired by .Abie Na.than, famed 
Israeli hunanitarian, • the village will be served by doctors and 
medical persorm.el who have already volunteered in Israel. They 
will be augmented by doctors , nurses and others mo will be 
asked to serve £ran the United States. The tents will be flown 
in £ran Israel and will be marked ''FRCM JERUSALEM wrrn LOVE" and 
will be s~ed with a Shield of David. 

The UAHC, through its Board of Trustees, has resolved to partici
pate in this uniquely Jewish undertaking (resolution attached). 
We have pledged to raise a rnin:im.lm of $100,000 toward the goal 
of $300,000 needed to establish a m:xiel village of 600 tents to 
shelter 6,000 people. Since these funds may not be drawn £ran 
the UAHC budget, we tum to individuals within and outside our 
IIDVement, for -whcm the saving of hunan life is the ultimate MITZVAH. 

We urge you to: 

1) Publish this letter in your tanple bull0rin or reproduce it and 
send it to your congregants; 

2) It would be IIDst helpful and effective if the rabbi -would preach 
on this project, preferably on Shabbat Chanukah; 

3) Utilize the holiday of Chanukah as an occasion for concem.ed 
Jews to make a gift of life by writing a check to UAHC ETIIIOPIAN 
RELIEF; and/or 

4) Ask the children of the religious school to undertake a special 
Keren Ami project to save the children of Ethiopia. 



UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES December 2, 1984 

ETHIOPIA RELIEF 

Saving human lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish tradition. There
fore, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has followed with a deep
ening sense of horror and alarm the reports of massive famine in Ethiopia 
and elsewhere in Africa. 

Accordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of Am~rican Hebrew Congre
gations, meeting in Bal Harbour, Florida, on December 2, 1984: 

1/ Expresses its profound gratitude for the moral audacity of Abie Nathan, 
Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a visible Jewish presence in 
Ethiopia by creating a tent village in which Ethiopians will be sheltered 
and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel who volunteer within Israel 
and the American Jewish community; 

2/ Pledges its active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking 
to raise at least $100,000 from concerned individuals within our community 
and the Jewish public at large. These funds will be added to those already 
raised by the Israeli public. 

While mobilizing our movement on behalf of this urgent universal challenge 
of feeding the hungry, we will, of course, continue our own UAHC efforts to 
meet the particular needs of the historic Jewish community of Ethiopia. Ac
cordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations: 

3/ Commends the Commission on Social Action for the establishment of PROJECT 
REAP, which is the Reform movement's Ethiopian Jewry assistance program. The 
first group of doctors under this project has just returned from Ethiopia, 
having provided needed spot medical care in the Jewish villages and having 
distributed hundreds of pounds of medical equipment. The Board of the Union 
expresses its appreciation and commendation to Ors. Joseph Schuster and 
Jonathan Ostrow, both of Seattle, Washington. Additional trips of doctors 
are now being organized and will be continued until the crisis is resolved. 
Medical personnel for this purpose will continue to be encouraged to volun
teer, and congregations will continue to be called upon to contribute finan
cially to make this effort possible. 



. . . 

- 2 -

These tent cities are needed because lrundreds of thousands have fled their vil
lages in search of food at the feeding stations. These stations do not have the 
facilities to provide shelter for the people who are left to the forces of na
ture. This has made a terrible situation worse. Mr. Nathan's plan is to build 
the tent cities by making use of Isra,eli tents, blankets, field kitchens and 
field hospitals. He believes that if one nodel city can be built, then the va
rious relief organizations operating in Ethiopia will pick up on the idea and 
arrange independently for additional tent cities. He has raised over $100,000 
fran donations in Israel alone and is asking for American Jews to help him raise 
the balance. Please let people know that this uniquely Jewish effort is avail
able for their support. Checks should be made payable to UAHC EI'HIOPIAN RELIEF 
and sent to 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021. 

While marshalling energies for this great universal effort, we also are ccntinu
ing our particular efforts for Ethiopian Jews. As part of PROJECT RF.AP (Reform 
lliv€!1lent's Ethiopian Jewry Assistance Program), we recently sent two doctors for 
a two-week mission to provide on the spot medical care in the Jewish villages. 
Dr. Joseph Schuster (the social action chair for the UAHC Pacific Northwest 
Council) and Dr. Jonathan Ostrow, internist fran Seattle, returned to the States 
early this m:mth and are available, as their schedules pennit, for speaking 
engag€!1lents. 

We are now planning future trips of doctors to leave for Ethiopia. If you know 
of medical personnel who might be interested in participating in this program, 
please contact Glenn Stein, at the Religious Action Center, 2027 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW, Washington, D. C. 20036 • (202/ 387-2800). The expenses for these 
trips are paid out of the $200 congregations contribute as they join the RF.AP 
program. Please encourage your congregation to join in this effort as well. 

Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $..------..--..- to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to shelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $ _______ to assist PROJECT RF.AP, which is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT RF.AP) 

3/ Please call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medical background or access to medical equiproont. 

Name ---------------"""T"" 
Congregation __________ _ 

Address ---------------
City/Town __________ _ 

City, State, Zip __________ _ Personal telephone _______ _ 



Light one candle, 
save one life. 
A Jewish response 
to the famine 
in Ethiopia. 
In flight from famine, tens of thousands of Ethiopian 

families have left their homes in a desperate 
search for sustenance. By day they sit in the blazing 
African sun. At night they huddle together for 
warmth under the open sky. 

Millions of men and women around the world 
have been moved to help. 

Now there is a visible Jewish presence in 
confronting the catastrophic starvation in Ethiopia. 
It is based on the Talmud: To save one life is to save 
the world. 

Food has been contributed by many govern
ments, religious groups and voluntary agencies, 
including the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, which is providing emergency clothing 
supplies and meeting urgent medical needs. 

Saving lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish 
tradition. Our answer to the horror of massive 
famine in Ethiopia cannot be to turn aside or look 
away. In this season of Chanukah, when Jews 
traditionally exchange gifts with their loved ones, 
let us light an extra candle and give an extra gift. 

This will be the most precious gift of all-the 
gift of life. 

It began in Jerusalem, where a private citizen, 
Abie Nathan, raised $100,000 in a single night to 
buy tents and medicine for Ethiopian famine 
victims. It continues in America, where the move
ment of Reform Judaism has pledged to support 
this initiative and help build a complete tent city: 
600 tents plus tons of medical supplies and 
equipment for 6,000 homeless in Ethiopia. 

------------------

'From Jerusalem With Love' 
The first tents and medical supplies are being 

flown into Ethiopia this month, during the Cha
nukah holiday. Each tent is imprinted with the 
legend, "From Jerusalem With Love." Each bears the 
Star of David, symbol of the Jewish people. A team 
of volunteer Israeli physicians is providing medical 
care. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC Ethiopian Relief 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 

I want to help the victims of starvation in Ethiopia by contributing this check 
for: 
$360 $180 $90 $72 $36 $18 Other_ 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

(Please make checks payable to UAHC Ethiopian Re lief. Your gift is tax deductible.) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ------------------

This appeal has been initiated by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
composed of 770 Reform synagogues in the United States and Canada. It is addressed to 
every member of the Jewish community-Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, unaffiliated. 
We invite as well all other persons who wish to share in this effort to provide emergency 
shelter and medical care for the victims of famine in Ethiopia. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert Vorspan 
Hay 9, i984 

Enclosed is the letter on Ethiopian Jewry wh6ch you wre to transmit to 

Abe Bayer. Thanks for taking care of this matter. 



' . 

Professor Elliott Levine 
Winnipeg Canmlttee for 

Ethiopian Jews 
813 Kingston Crescent 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2M OT7 Canada 

Blear El 11 ott: 

May 9, 1984 

Thank you for your recent letter In regard to Ethiopian Jf/Mry. Be 
assured I am looking Into this matter and I seek to obtain a response 
to the Issue you raised. I '11 keep you posted. 

Wann regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



· Winnipeg Committee for ·Ethiopian Jews 
, r .1 24 S-Stgffo~d St., Wir,nipeg, Manitoba AJM 2K4 3 9 3 ~,.,,J z'o,.. ~ 5 • 

Telephone: (204) ~233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) 4-'~".,.:.., ~ ~; 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

April 27th 1984 

RABBI Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I write with some urgency. 

Last month I reiG:all indicating in conversation that 7,000 "falashas" 
had reportedly left Gondar region with 2,800 confirmed in Sudan. 

Dozens of letters and two telex's indicate that a least :l,~00 (with 
possibly 6-7000) have got thru. These are largely~ly groups that 
took longer in transit than usual. Baruch Tegegne's sister & two 
children arrived in Montreal on JIAS sponsorship from Addis last week, 
she continues to report that no more than 3,000 remain virtually all 

Donald Aronovitch of these the old & the young the able bodied have left. 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Secter 

While full confirmation remains, the residual secondary route run by 
Israel (204 rescued this past month) is clearly inadequate to the task-
a 2-3yr transit time will see too many perish. The present gov't appears 
to desire no "complications" prior elections, the prospects of a labor 
win are-given their history/constituency on this issue-chilling. 

( It is but 4 mo. since 25,000 officially remained in Gondar, 2 mo. 
since the revision down to 17,000, clearly a qualitative shift demand
ing new initiative is occuring. Of course Israel should be given every 
credit for a credible job last Oct-Feb given the numbers available to be 
rescued and actually rescued at the time. This exemplary effort (that 
eventually cost one, and possibly two, agents) now no longer in place, & 
the best ever, would not be adequate to the current need!) 

It thus appears that Israeli assurances re:appropriate prompt action 
to clear the Sudan must now be vigorously "called in". While ambassadors 
are not always briefed, Mossad intelligence is at least as current as mine 
(often sources are identical). Given the magnitude of the problem it now 
seems time that the political will be mustered to act ... a 24 hr military 
operation to clear the Sudan is logistically possible. With the Gondar 
Exodus completed this option should, I believe, be urged. I pray that 
you will join in counselling effective action at this time to the high-
est authorities. 

With warm regards, 

"As you save a sinKle soul, you redeem rhe 11 ·orld." - Hillel 

* Tax-deductible contributions may be made to the Fund in Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 



.. 
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838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (2121 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

To: Rabbis, Social Action Chairs, Coomission on Social 
Action, CCAR Coomittee on Justice and Peace, CRCs 

Fran: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr., Chainnan of the UAHC 
Board of Trustees 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President of the UAl£ 

Date: Decanber 10, 1984 

Subject: FAMINE m El'HIOPIA 

.An extraordinary Jewish response to the calamitous famine in 
Ethiopia is now unrolaing . ... a tent village is being planned 
which will be erected near a feeding station in drought-stricken 
Ethiopia with funds raised £ran the Jewish public in Israel and 
the lhited States. Conceived and inspired by Abie Na.than, famed 
Israeli ht.mmitarian, the village will be served by doctors and 
medical personnel ~ have already volunteered in Israel. 'llley 
will be augµiented by doctors, nurses and others vtio will be 
asked to serve £ran the lhited States. Th.e tents will be flown 
in £rem Israel and will be marked ' 'FRCM JERUSALEM WITH LOVE'' and 
will be stamped with a Shield of David. 

'llle UAHC, through its Board of Trustees , has resolved to partici
pate in this uniquely Jewish undertaking (resolution attached). 
We have pledged to raise a mini.nun of $100,000 toward the goal 
of $300 ,000 needed to establish a nndel village of 600 tents to 
shelter 6,000 people. Since these funds may not be drawn fran 
the UAHC budget, we tum to individuals within and outside our 
novement, for whcm the saving of hunan life is the ultimate MITZVAH. 

We urge yqu to: 

1) Publish this letter in your temple bullr>rin or reproduce it and 
send it to your congregants; 

2) It would be rwst helpful and effective if the rabbi would preach 
on this project, preferably on Shabbat Chanukah; 

3) Utilize the holiday of Chanukah as an occasion for concem.ed 
Jews to make a gift of lif~ by writmg a check to UAHC El'HIOPI.AN 
RELIEF; and/or 

4) Ask the children of the religious school to undertake a special 
Keren Ami project to save the children of Ethiopia. 



UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES December 2, 1984 

ETHIOPIA RELIEF 

Saving human lives is the ultimate mitzvah in the Jewish tradition. There
fore, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has followed with a deep
ening sense of horror and alarm the reports of massive famine in Ethiopia 
and elsewhere in Africa. 

Accordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations, meeting in Bal Harbour, Florida, on December 2, 1984: 

1/ Expresses its profound gratitude for the moral audacity of Abie Nathan, 
Israeli humanitarian, in seeking to establish a visible Jewish presence in 
Ethiopia by creating a tent village in which Ethiopians will be sheltered 
and nurtured by doctors and medical personnel who volunteer within Israel 
and the American Jewish conmunity; 

2/ Pledges its active support for this imperative initiative by undertaking 
to raise at least $100,000 from concerned individuals within our community 
and the Jewish public at large. These funds will be added to those already 
raised by the Israeli public. 

While mobilizing our movement on behalf of this urgent universal challenge 
of feeding the hungry, we will, of course, continue our own UAHC efforts to 
meet the particular needs of the historic Jewish c011111unity of Ethiopia. Ac
cordingly, the Board of Trustees of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations: 

3/ Commends the Commission on Social Action for the establishment of PROJECT 
REAP, which is the Reform movement's Ethiopian Jewry assistance program. The 
first group of doctors under this project has just returned from Ethiopia, 
having provided needed spot medical care in the Jewish villages and having 
distributed hundreds of pounds of medical equipment. The Board of the Union 
expresses its appreciation and commendation to Ors. Joseph Schuster and 
Jonathan Ostrow, both of Seattle, Washington. Additional trips of doctors 
are now being organized and will be continued until the crisis is resolved. 
Medical personnel for this purpose will continue to be encouraged to volun
teer, and congregations will continue to be called upon to contribute finan
cially to make this effort possible. 
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These tent cities are needed because hundreds of thousands have fled their vil
lages in search of food at the feeding stations. These stations do not have the 
facilities to provide shelter for the people who are left to the forces of na
ture. This has ma.de a terrible situation worse. Mr. Nathan's plan is to build 
the tent cities by making use of Isra,eli tents, blankets , field kitchens and 
field hospitals. He believes that if one m>del city can be built, then the va
rious relief organizations operating in Ethiopia will pick up on the idea and 
arrange independently for additional tent cities. He has raised over $100,000 
fran donations in Israel alone and is asking for .American Jews to help him raise 
the balance. Please let people know that this uniquely Jewish effort is avail
able for their support. Checks should be ma.de payable to UAHC ETHIOPIAN RELIEF 
and sent to 838 Fifth Avenue, New York~ New York 10021. 

While marshalling energies for this great universal effort, we also are continu
ing our particular efforts for Ethiopian Jews. As part of PROJECT RF.AP (Reform 
M:we:nent's Ethiopian Jewry Assistance Program), we recently sent two doctors for 
a two-week mission to provide on the spot medical care in the Jewish villages. 
Dr. Joseph Schuster (the social action chair for the UAHC Pacific Northwest 
Council) and Dr. Jonathan Ostrow, internist fran Seattle, returned to the States 
early this mJnth and are available, as their schedules permit, for speaking 
engage:nents. 

We are now plarming future trips of doctors to leave for Ethiopia. If you know 
of medical persorm.el who might be interested in participating in this program, 
please contact Glenn Stein, at the Religious Action Center, 2027 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW, Washington, D. C. 20036 • (202/ 387-2800). The expenses for these 
trips are paid out of the $200 congregations contribute as they join the RF.AP 
program. Please encourage your congregation to join in this effort as well. 

Dear Mr. Rothschild and Rabbi Schindler: 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Yes, I want to help. 

1/ Here is our check for $ ______ to fight famine in Ethiopia and 
to establish a tent village to shelter the people of Ethiopia who 
are in need. 

2/ Here is our check for $....-------.-...---- to assist PROJECT RF.AP, ~ch is 
the UAHC program of medical aid specifically for Ethiopian Jews. 
(Make check out to UAHC PROJECT RF.AP) 

3/ Please call me about volunteering my own services or suggesting some 
other persons with medical background or access to medical equiµnent. 

Name--------------~ 
Congregation __________ _ 

Address ---------------
City/Town ___________ _ 

City, State, Zip · __________ _ Personal telephone _______ _ 
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(212) 684-6950 

Mr. Albert Vorspan, Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 

CONFIDENTIAL 

New York, NY 10021 

Dear Al: 

As per your request of May 11, here are my reactions to the urgent 
communication of Prof. Elliot Levine of Canada to Alex Schindler. 
Indeed, as Levine suggests, a qualitative and quantitative series of 
shifts have taken place in the situation of Ethiopian Jews in the 
last six months, but not in the sequence indicated nor with regard to 
the numbers of arrivals quoted. Here is the situation as we see it: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

At the beginning of the year, the refugee camps were almost 
totally cleared of Ethiopian Jews who were brought to Israel 
by the Israeli unit responsible for rescue. 

Soon afterwards, the ongoing hostilities of various nationalist 
and irredentist revolutionary groups intensified so that the 
central-government control almost collapsed, especially in the 
areas of the large Jewish villages in the Gondar. Jews and 
others began to flow across the borders again in large numbers, 
and by April, the Jewish population in the camps had doubled. 
It has now almost tripled (about 6,000 may be there). 

Israeli units responded concurrently, bringing large groups to 
Israel for several weeks. NJCRAC has been monitoring this sit
uation closely and is continually updating Jewish leadership 
(see attached NJCRAC mailing). 

Prof. Levine's numbers are inaccurate. The amount he quotes for 
April isn't even half the actual number brought to Israel. The 
numbers he gives for those left in Ethiopia are also incorrect; 
there are much fewer that he indicates. The kind of operation 
Levine asks for was probably in place a long time ago. They have 
been doing everything possible for some years now. 

4. Today, all the political parties know clearly of the strong desire 
of both Israel and world Jewry that rescue continue and increase 
as rapidly as possible. The Israeli "elections", as Prof. Levine 
puts it, are not restraining factors, and to suggest politics is 
to say that Israel acts only under pressure and must continue to 
be pressured~-a line which we reject. 

5. The moral and political "will to act" doesn't need to be mustered. 
The will to rescue all Ethiopian Jews has been proven by the 

cooperation in the common cause of Jewish community relations 
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numbers arriving each year since 1979 when they were first found in the 
refugee camps. 6,500 souls now in Israel is the best evidence. 

6. We believe that the "Gondar Exodus" is not over yet. Dedicated and skilled 
Israelis are working 24 hours a day to keep movement going. However, such a 
rescue effort, conducted in hostile territory, is not a fine-tuned emigration 
operation with established quotas, moving in an orderly and legal fashion. 

7. Prof. Levine's sources of information are not quite identical to Israel's. 
Even those coming from the refugee camps, whom Levine is in contact with 
through the AAEJ, do not have the total picture. The Israelis have the 
"geshtalt"--view--the access of a sovereign nation, which is not available 
to private groups; but 6,500 olim are openly visible. 

8. No doubt conditions in the refugee camps are very difficult. How could it 
be otherwise when the numbers have tripled in such a short period of time? 
You can imagine what it must mean to collect, sustain, protect, hide and 
then move such large numbers of people, in the midst of 600,000 non-Jewish 
refugees who watch as Falashas mysteriously receive better treatment .. 
then disappear; so the hostility and erratic movement is understandable. 

In the last two weeks, I have met with on-site workers and the new chairperson 
of the Israel Public Council on Ethiopia. Their reports, in addition to ones re
ceived from U.S. Government sources, give one hope for the total redemption of 
Beta Yisroel in the foreseeable future. With 6,500 already in Israel and 6,000 
in the refugee camps, more than half the number of Ethiopian Jews are already 
out of Ethiopia, E!. which amount more than 50 percent are actually free in Israel-
an incredible record for the Israelis. 

AJB:tn 
enclosure 

Warmest personal regards, 

m J. Bayer 
tor, International Commission 



,. 

Mr. Abraham Bayer 
N. J. C. R. A. C. 
44J Park Avenue South 
tJew York, New York 10016 

Dear Abe: 

May 10, 1984 

Please give me your comments qn the 

attached, so Alex can respond positively. 

Alex was favorably Impressed by this 

guy and doesn't want to just finesse the 

response. 

AV:rh 
enc 1. 

Thanks for your help. 

Cordi a 11 y, 

Albert Vorspan 
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·1 MEMORANDUM 
From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To Albert Vorspan 

Date May· 9, 1984 

11n'N 
.m,TT'', 

nr.,1p.no 
Tlj.J'1r.JN~ 

Enclosed is the letter on Ethiopian Jewry which you are to transmit to 

Abe Bayer. Thanks for taking care of this matter. 

/' 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, NY 10021 (212)249-0100 



Winnipeg ·committee for Ethiopian Jews 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

~t., Winnipeg, Mcnitoba R3M 2K1 3 9 3 1<"0.1JJ z'o,.. ~s • 
Telephone: (204) ~233-6516, or 786-7811 (ex1 248) tv_fG- ~ ~~ 

April 27th 1984 ... 

RABBI Alexander M; ·schindler, Preside~t 
Union of American ·Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindl~T, 

I write with some urgency. 

• /c.2,>--'1 0 ,, 

Last month I retall indicating in conversation that 7,000 "falashas" 
had reportedly left Gondar region with 2,800 confirmed in Sudan. 

Dozens of letters and two telex's indicate that a least :i,~00 (with 
poss~bly 6-7000) have got thru. These are largely~ly groups that 
took longer in transit than.usual. Baruch Tegegne's sister & two 
children arrived in Montreal on JIAS sponsorship from Addis last week, 
she continues to report that no more than 3,000 remain virtually all Donald Aronovitch of these the old & the young the able bodied have left. Marcia Cogan 

Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose . 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Seder 

' 

While full confirmation remains, the residual secondary rqute run by 
Israel (204 rescued this past month) is clearly inadequate to the task-
a 2-3yr transit time will see too many perish. The present gov't appears 
to desire no "complications" prior elections, the prospects of a labor 
win are-given their history/constituency on this issue-chilling. 

( It is but 4 mo. since 25,000 officially remained in Gondar, 2 mo. 
since the revision down to 17,000, clearly a qualitative shift demand
ing new initiative is occuring. Of course Israel should be given every 
credit for a credible job last Oct-Feb given the numbers available i to be 
rescued and actually rescued at the time. This exemplary effort (that 
eventually cost one, and possibly two, agents) now no longer in place, & 
the best ever, would not be adequate to the current need!) 

It thus appears that Israeli assurances re:appropriate prompt action 
to clear the Sudan must now be vigorously "called in". While ambassadors 
are not always briefed, Mossad intelligence is at least as current as mine 
(often sources are identical). Given the magnitude of the problem it now 
seems time that the political will be mustered to act ... a 24 hr military 
operation to clear the Sudan is logistically possible. With the Gondar 
Exodus completed this option should, I believe, be urged. I pray that 
you will joi n in counse l ling effective action at this time to the high-
est authorities. ~:-

With warm regards, 

"As you sa,,e a sin},{le soul, you redeem the 1\'0rld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be mode to the Fund In Aid of Ethiopian Jews 
c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash SI., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 



Professor Elliott Levine 
Jinnipeq Corrmittee for 
Ethiopian \Jews 
215 Stafford Street 
Jinnipeq, Manitoba R3M 2Kl 
Canada 

Dear El 1 iott: 

May 24, 1984 

I was unable to get back to you by telephone and I thank you for your 
letter of May 15. 

You should know that we have received some v ry encouraging reports 
from Israel. Apparently some good things are going on. I'm dashing 
off for a UAHC program and thus m merely writing to let you know 
that things are looking better. 

I \las delighted to learn about your new rabbi and I do hope that it 
will be a good shidach. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,Winnipeg Colllmittee for Ethiopian Jews 
, 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

Donald Aronovitch 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Secter 

215 Stafford St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 2K1 
Telephone: (204) 489-2352, 233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) 

May 15th. 1984 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Ave 
New York N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

Thank you for your refply of May 9th. If you have not yet been 
been informed I pass on the following. Subsequent to the inter
diction of both supply routes for several weeks (coincident with 
the· claim-repeated by B'nai B'rith that only a handful were 
left) during which time thousands made their exodus, there was 
reinstitution of the "minor" route. Then 384 children were 
landed in a single operation (thereby reinstituting the major 
route) the next week a further 330 were landed, I have not 
checked this past weeks activities as yet. It seems fair to 
note that Shamir has given a green light for the ongoing Sudan 
clearance. At this rate there will need to be a continuous flow 
for the next 4-5 months ... with no reduction due to difficulties 
raised by: Khaddaffi, rainy season, Israeli elections etc. 

The other problems relate to the marginal mobility of those 
remaining. Funds and etc. are being moved by some to help in 
the Gondar, medical aid is also in process. I do not believe 
adequate provision has yet been made for the few thousand
perhaps as few as 3,000 remaining. Mobility for those near 
Addis is more logistical than.physical condition~related. Both 
AAEJ and CAEJ have recently been able to obtain exit paper on 
more reasonable terms. I'd guess we are still looking at dozens 
and not l00's per month this way. We in Wpg. have recently 
funded one of these "packages". Full costs may now prove to 
run closer to $1,000~, 

Some here are nervous re labours committment .... I ex(pect there 
will be politicking in Israel the next month or so re this. 

Tracy Klirs will be our new rabbi and there is full hearted sup
port in the congregation for this venture. I hope she will be 
able to thrive on the challenge, Neal Rose (a ctte. member, chief 
of Rabbinic council, and former head of our school, is most 
enthusiastic and supportive ... Tracy has requested him as "mentor" 
etc. Neal is a mensch so hopefully Tracy will productively settle 

~~~lerely, ~ 
"As you save a sin,?le soul, you redeem the ll'Orld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be made to the Fund in Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 
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Professor Elliott Levine 
Winnipeg Committee for 
Ethiopian Jews 

ta ord Street 
Winnipeg , Manitoba R.3N 0S1 
Canada 

Dear Professor Levine: 

April 11, 1984 

I~ too, am delighted that we had an opportunity to meet. And I thank you for taking the time to write and to share with roe the information in regard to my inquiry on the guide fee. This is very helpful and I thank you. 

With every good wish for a sweet and beautiful Passover, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' 
if 



Winnipeg Committee for Ethiopian Jews 

Chairman 

Prof. Elliott Levine 

Members 

Donald Aronovitch 
Marcia Cogan 
Martin Levin 
David Matas 
Rabbi Neal Rose 
Harry Schachter 
Philip Schachter 
Joseph Secter 

215 Stafford St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 2K1 
Telephone: (204) l~I~. 233-6516, or 786-7811 (ext. 248) 

March 28th,1984 . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838-Sth Ave. 
NYC-NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

It was a distinct pleasure meeting with you yesterday. 

I have made inquiry re: the matter of $75 guide fee you 
asked about and can report positively in the matter. 

It seems that a variety of options face those embarking 
on the route, (these include-1-going it alone-2-being 
guided by a fellow "falasha"-3-accompanying a trader-4-
engaging a paid guide .. obviously nice if you can afford 
the equivalent fee of a years wages/income per head!). 

The problem as I observed is to identify beforehand a 
reliable contact/conduit for transfer of funds. If your 
inquiry concerned Mr . Glen Stein of New Jersey I am 
informed that he had such reliable contact . If Mr. Stein 
was not the party referred to , you may wish to contact 
him .. the AAEJ's Chicago office can direct you to him . 

My information is that in general some are still being 
intercepted, thus a guide is a desireable insurance. The 
Gondar "contact" used by Mr. Stein has proven to be rel
able in the past (ie . funds paid him on behalf of specific 
individuals have subsequently seen those individuals landed 
safely in Israel), the funds recently moved by Stein have 
not yet resulted in the confirmed landing in Israel . I 
note that no one was moved from Sudan to Israel between 
the group of 410 Feb . 6th and the group of 80 reported out 
last week . With thousands now in the camps final confirm
ation may reasonbly take further time. 

I would like to use this opportunity to make two further 
observations. Over time there is agreement between my data 
sources and official Israeli counts . Usually there has 

"As you save a sin!(le soul, _rou redeem the 11·orld." - Hillel 

• Tax-deductible contributions may be mode to the Fund In Aid of Ethiopian Jews 

c/o Dr. A. Sourkes, 921 Ash St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0S1 

/2 
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been some delay in the matter of Israeli confirmation of 
Sudan camp occupants and earlier "falasha" accounts. 
Non jewish sources in Ethiopia provide confirmation and 
information etc. by 'phone, these have yet to indicate 
that the dramatic move cited in a letter from Ethiopia 
re:same by Pesach has transpired. While Israeli sources 
indicated perhaps 200 in camps early Feb., it is clear that 
at least 12 times this number are there now , (with a single 
Israeli falasha-as yet unconfirmed- source reporting 7,000). 
Besides the AAEJ my contacts are in Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto and of course Israel. My information from Ethiopia 
is thru these other sources . 

Implicit in your request for information is indication that 
contact with, and reliable information abou~ the beta yisrael 

is somewhat difficult . While this is true to some degree, 
it is undoubtedly not as difficult as some Israeli sources 
indicate . (I note t hat some Israeli officials have been 
encouraging me .. others are under instruction to block my 
efforts . Recently I was requested to stop all activities 
re rescue, especially re the Sudan camp etc . now that Israel 
had cleared/virtually cleared ~2e camp etc . That is, after 
Feb . 6th the Israelis wet~,lt~ ~esting abandonment of such 
efforts as you describe . I attribute no motives to anyone, 
but note that the flow from Gondar via the only general cond
uit for 90% of those now in Israel has never been enhanced 
by an Israeli mission in this regard.) Persistently it has 
been claimed that individuals could not ID "falashas" etc . 
This is gross overstatement. The most disquieting story I 
have heard is perhaps instructive , immediately prior to the 
Canadian film team arriving at Ghaddarif(Sudan camp) , and 
after over6 months of total inaction and the deaths of several 
hundreds, the Mossad informed their local operatives and the 
falasha community that the film crew were not really Canadian 
but PLO! Little wonder that Israelis were telling us that 
it was difficult for north americans to ID falashas! (Of 
cour s e s uch s ub terfuge might be justif ied . . if .. ther e had 
been a rescue in place. It was solely the 20 corpses of the 
previous week that led to the desperate gamble to take a 
chance on the camera crew . Undoubtedly Israel in general is 
virtuous. But as Emil Fackenheim has pointed out,"it is up 
to us,to this generation .not to wreck it" not to wreck this 
chance to heal the world , to redeem our people and the land . 
This was his motive for his recent aliya . 

I apologize for my lack of brevity-an occupational hazard 
for academic philosophers . Again it was a pleasure meeting 
with you . . if I am a zealot so be it , my reading of redemption, 
is that this miracle, like miracles in general has little to 
with the supranatural and everything to do with free people 
who will to accomplish the good, however improbable . Success 
is never guaranteed, however the miracle of success does 
occur .. sometimes. And as Buber has said of dialogue . . it is 
certain not to come to those who do not risk it . We jews 
who would hear our god dare never forget how to plead, to 

listen, and to act. SHALOM ~ ~ 



May 9, 1984 

His Excellency, The Israel I Ambassador 
Meir Rosenne 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 

Belr Mel r: 

We have been telling people who make Inquiry regarding Ethiopian Jews 
that Israel has been doing everything po$s1ble for them and with some 
reasonable effectiveness. Now, I have received the enclosed letter 
which raises new problems and with san~ urgency. Therefore, I would 
appreciate It If you were to tell me how to respond and Just what Is 
happening. If you think It necessary, you might transmit this Informa
tion to your heme office, et al. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

ONE KALISA WAY, SUITE 108, PARAMUS, NJ 07652 (201) 599-0080 

NEW JERSEY-WEST HUDSON VALLEY COUNCIL 

1ln'N Rabbi Daniel H. Freelander 
Jll1i1'~ Regional Director 

m::,i;:m.r., 
ili''1r.lN:1 

OFFICERS 
President 
Selma Green 
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Dr. Sidney Groff man 
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Seth Hanover 
David Kabakow 
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Nathan Lavenda 
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Murray Zaklow 
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Richard Hess 
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Lee Cabot 
Lynn Cooper 
William Gindin 
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Leonard Teitelbaum 
Ed Weisselberg 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

March 20, 1984 

I could tell from your facial expressions that you 
had some conc erns with my Ethiopian Jewry presentation 
at the executive committee meeting of the Commission on 
Social Action yesterday. I sincerely would appreciate 
your advice and input on this matter. It would mean a 
great deal to me if I could meet with you for 20 minutes 
to discuss the situation in greater depth. I would be 
pleased to come into New York at your convenience. 

Thanks very much! 

B'shalom, 

Glenn S. Stein 



North American Conference 

On Ethiopian Jewry 

200 Anisterclarn Avenue• New York, New York 10023 • (212) 595-1759 

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Honorary Chairman 

January 1, 198 4 

Rabbi Alexanrler M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We are most pleased to add your name to the Advisory Board 
of the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry. We 
hope to complete the task of putting the Advisory Board 
together by the end of this mont h. 

We will certainly keep you advised as to the progress of 
this project and look forward to working with you on all 
issues pertaining to Ethiopian Jewry in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~#~ 
Barbara Ribakove 
President 

rg • 
Senior Vice Pre ident 

A Nonprofit Organization 



North American Conference 

On Ethiopian Jewry 

200 Anisterdam Avenue • New York, New York 10023 • (212) 595/_75~ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

November 4, 1983 

As you may know, the Ethiopian Jewish comnunity faces an ongoing 
dangerous struggle to preserve their faith and secure their right 
to emigrate. Although the situation remains tense, in recent months 
signs of improvement have begun to appear due to the efforts of 
religious leaders like yourself and informed active groups like ours. 

The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry was founded nearly 
two years ago with the express purpose of saving the oppressed Jews 
of Ethiopia. We have worked consistently with the political and 
Jewish establishments in the United States and Israel. Our work 
has included education, famine relief, aid to refugees, cultural 
preservation and absorption. 

We would be honored if you would Join such eminent persons as Rabbi 
Shlomo Riskin, Congressman William Green, Abraham Karlikaw, Fred 
Ehrman and others as a member of our Advisory Board, so that we may 
call upon you from time to time for advice and counsel. We look 
forward to your acceptance, and have provided the enclosed 
response card for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~-~. 
Barbara Ribakove 
President 

~~~ 
~a~han R. Gies~g 
Executive Vice President 

A Nonprofit Organization 
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A CALL TO ACTION 
It is not too late to save the Jews of Ethiopia . But 

we must act at once! 

The North American Conference On Ethiopian 
Jewry (NACOEJ) is a grassroots, activist, nonprofit 
organization founded in the summer of 1982 to 
initiate and foster immediate action and ongoing 
projects on behalf of the relief and rescue of Ethio
pian Jewry. It is the intention of this organization to 
work both independently and, wherever possible, in 
concert with other concerned agencies, to respond 
quickly and effectively to the needs of Ethiopian 
Jewry. 

GOALS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY 

1. To bring closer the day when all Ethiopian Jews 
may live in freedom in Israel. 

2. To assist Jews still in Ethiopia by improving 
their political and economic condition, providing 
medical aid and educational assistance, sustaining 
them in their efforts to remain Jewish, and protect
ing their basic human rights . 

3. To assist those Ethiopian Jews who have 
escaped from Ethiopia to survive the refugee 
camps-and reach safe haven in Israel. 

4. To assist those Ethiopian Jews who have man
aged to get to Israel in their klitah (absorption) into a 
new and modern society. 

5. To preserve the unique heritage of Beta Yisrael: 
their history, religious practices, liturgy , literature, 
music, art, handicrafts, social structure, health-care 
system, etc. 

6. To inform and galvanize the American Jewish 
community-through educational programs, politi
cal action, lobbying, and a Speakers Bureau, into 
acting now to save the remnant of Ethiopian Jews. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Get involved. Urge American Jewish organiza

tions and the State of Israel to make the rescue and 
aliyah of Ethiopian Jewry a matter of the highest 
priority. Write letters and demand prompt action . 
And join NACOEJ . ... 

Please fill out the coupon and mail it to NACOEJ . 
Membership dues for one year are $18.00. Addi
tional contributions (all are tax-deductible) will be 
gratefully accepted, and like the dues, will be spent 
on efforts to relieve the suffering of the Jews of 
Ethiopia, aid in their rescue, and assist the success
ful absorption of those Jews who-after surviving 
tremendous odds-have reached Israel. 

Please contact us at the address or phone number 
below for information about meetings, joining one 
of the committees working on specific projects, 
forming a NACOEJ chapter in your neighborhood, 
or obtaining a speaker. 

North American Conference On Ethiopian Jewry 
c/ o Lincoln Square Synagogue 
200 Amsterdam Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10023 
(212) 595-1759 

THESE 
JEWISH 
CHILDREN 
WANT TO LIVE! 

And they want to live 
in Israel 



"Do not separate me, 0 L-rd, from the chosen, 
From the joy, from the light, from the splendor. 
Let me see, O L-rd, the light of Israel . 
Abandon me not!" 

- a Falasha prayer 

The Jews of Ethiopia-Beta Yisrael, the House of 
Israel - want to live as Jews, in freedom, in the 
Jewish homeland. 

This is their right-as promised by the State of 
Israel 's Law of Return . This is their right-as guaran
teed by the United Nations Charter and the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights. 

This is their dream-as proud, deeply religious, 
observant Jews who long to make aliyah to the Land 
of Israel , to live freely as Jews, transmitting the 
Torah and the wealth of Jewish teachings and cul
ture to their children . 

But the Marxist government of Ethiopia refuses to 
allow Ethiopian Jews to emigrate-even to be re
united with close relatives-spouses, parents, child
ren , siblings-who may be in Israel. 

WHO ARE THE ETHIOPIAN JEWS? 

This Jewish community is an ancient one, dating 
back at least 2,000 years. Israel's former Chief Rabbi 
Ovadiah Yosef believes the Beta Yisrael to be des
cendents of the tribe of Dan, and with Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren , confirmed their identity as true Jews 
in the 1970s. The Jews of Ethiopia believe that their 
community dates from the time of King Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba. Other theories suggest 
that their ancestors were separated from the rest of 
Bnei Yisrael during the Exodus from Egypt at the 

parting of the Red Sea; or were exiles who fled Eretz 
Yisr,ael after the destruction of the First Temple in 
Jerusalem; or were Jewish merchants from Ele
phantine who traveled south. Whatever their orig
ins , the Jews of Ethiopia have staunchly maintained 
and handed down Jewish tradition through cen
turies of persecution . 

It is thought that , at their height in the 12th cen
tury, there were half a million Jews in Ethiopia . A 
century ago, there were at least 100,000 Ethiopian 
Jews. The onslaughts of pogroms, rape, pillage, 
enslavement, war, famine, disease, forced conver
sion , and assimilation have reduced the remnant of 
Ethiopian Jewry to an estimated 25 ,000 survivors. 

WHAT IS JEWISH LIFE IN ETHIOPIA? 

It is not easy to be a Jew in Ethiopia. 
Today, a severe drought and widespread famine 

threaten all Ethiopians. In Jewish and non-Jewish 
villages , tourists report that children with bloated 
bellies , deficiency diseases , and parasites are 
hungry and malnourished. In remote areas, there 
are no doctors, clinics , or medicines available. 

Beta Yisrael live and die in impoverished vil
lages-where the average life expectancy is 35 
years . They are the iron workers , the potters and 
weavers skilled in crafts-and treated as pariahs by 
a hostile society that calls them "Buda" (evil eye) 
and " Falasha" (Stranger). 

In Gondar province, where most of the Jews live, 
Jewish parents are forbidden to teach their ch ilrlren 
about Judaism. Religious teachings and the Hebrew 
language are proscribed . The Jewish schools have 
been closed and the teachers dismissed . Those 
children who go to school at all are taught by 
Marxists- and receive no Jewish education . 

In Gondar, the authorities have closed some syna
gogues and have forbidden Jews to pray, study, or 
gather freely in others that remain , defaming Jewish 
tradition and observance, and attempting to force 
the Jews to violate the Sabbath by ordering them to 
attend official meetings on shabbat. 

In Ethiopia, there is a curfew, and travel is res
tricted . Jews require permits to travel between vil
lages. If a Jew manages to escape the country, the 
immediate family members may be imprisoned and 
tortured . If caught , a Jew can expect imprisonment 
for many months. Men, women , teenagers, and the 
elderly have been imprisoned. 

Outside of Ethiopia, in the Horn of Africa, thou
sands of Ethiopian Jews have been trapped for 
years in desperate and horrific conditions in refugee 
camps. They do not have adequate food : water, 
medication , shelter, or sanitation . Some, especially 
children, die of malnutrition , typhus, dysentery, and 
other diseases. Some have died at the hands of 
other refugees and local anti-Semitic authorities. 

Time is running out for Ethiopian Jewry. 

SAVE 
ETHIOPIAN 
JEWRY! 



GO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Date __ F_e_b_ruar_--"'-y_2-'2,'--1_9_8_3 __ _ 

From __ A_l_b_e_r_t_ ~_o_r_s~p_a_n _ ____________ _ 

To Alex Ross; Harris Gilbert; Rabbis Glaser, Schi~er and Saperstein 

Copy for information of ______________ _________________ _ 

Subj~ _S_HA_S __ -r--------------------------

I went to a special briefing at B'nai B'rith with a handful of professionals 
in the Jewish community who are uneasy about the answers we get both from 

, the Israelis and from the American Associati.n for Ethiopian Jews. The gist 
of new information is: 'There is a fundamentaz ·shift going· on inside Ethi~pia, 
with a swing away from the Soviet Union and Cuba and a potentiaUy significant 

• (but secret) improvement in Israel-Ethiopia relations. So far not much im
provement in United States-Ethiopian. relations. 

This change has already had some results. Delegations of Jewish leaders from 
the World Jewish Congress and the State of Israel have visited the Falashas 
in recent weeks. They report marked and positive internal changes -- reopening 
of some synagogues, reinstitution of some Jewish educational facilities, but 
it is still a generation of ignorance. None of this appears to have reduced 
the eagerness of the Ethiopian Jews to make aliyah and as soon as possible. 
Tourism to Ethiopia is now being encouraged. 

Meanwhile, there also seems to be an improvement in the integratiem of 
FaZashas into IsraeU Ufe. There are now more than 2,000. More came in 
under the Begin government than under all previous administrations. Fair is 
fair. Reports are that, under Labor, the Falashas were dismissed as "not 
Zionist material." 

Sudan is a big problem. Libya is leaning on a weak regime there. Sudanese 
military sweeps and the shortage of gas are making rescue efforts very tough. 
The central problem from the Israeli standpoint is the danger of singling out 
the Jews in the camps, giving them special preference, etc., because it 
arouses violence and trouble. The assistance must not exceed the level of 
all others. Israelis deny that the Falashas in the camps are starving. Israel 
will not reply to public criticism, which they regard as .m•st dangerous to 
their rescue efforts and even worse, from their standpoint, is the interven
tion of private and ill-conceived rescue efforts by the American Association 
or anyone e Zse. 

In December, 25 FaZashas came out, and in January 120 came out in two separate 
groups. 

,. 
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Rabbi Judea 8. Miller 
Temple B'rith Kodesh 
2131 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14618 

Dear Rabbi f1iller: 

October 9, 1981 

As Rabbi Schindler is out-of-the-country I am taking the liberty ck 
replying to your letter in regard to the Falashas. 

All matters dealing with the Falashas fall within the purview of our 
Social Action department. Thus, I am sharing your letter with Al 
Vorspan and asking him to contact you directly. 

1ith best wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Mr, Albert Vorspan 
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Rabb1 Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer 

While in Jerusalem I cleared 111 •tters pertaining 
to the Fal11h1 Project. I a■ convinced that at least 
Beg1a 1 convinced that everything possible 1s befng 
do••· In any ew thy w111 be no dfff1cu1ty w1tb 
K11tah. 

July 2, 1981 
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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

May 28, 1981 

/ 

His Excellency, The Israeli Ambassador 
Ephraim Evron 
Em assy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Eppie: 

\.I 

As I tol you over that 1ephone, we have an opportunity. so 
we are advised, to brin over some young falashas for our sum-
mer camp program. a ently the Ethiopian Government will ac-
cede to requests for temporary visas to the Unite States for 
young people and even for some adults if they are involved on 
a counselor- enchcr 1 vel. Our summer camp program offers a 
unique opportunity to xploit tbis op rtunity. 

I do have one question, however, which 1s urgent if we are to 
proceed with this offer full scale. Should some of these young 
people ecide to ~igr t t Israel will they be grante admis
sion anc is there a proc dure for their integration? 

I would appreciate it, Eppie~ 1f you were to relay this question 
on a confidential basis to the Home Office. You suggested Hanan 
Baron, he would be an excell nt choice because of his personal 
concern. 

Time is of the essence inasmuch as these arrangements must be 
made rather qu1ck1y. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

v 
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2s 
warren Freedman, Esq. 
Bl Stratford ltoad 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804 

Dear Mr. Preedaan, 

June 16, 1980 

I am writiag to ckilid.1-Ml• ·•A•• 
which reached our of 
Schindler. Be is cuae•M~ 
due back at his desk 
letter will be brou~••s• -

Since ouf Vice President 
Albert Vorspan, is invol 
the Falashian Jews I have 
your latter with him, 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Edith • iller 

not 
your 
turns. 

al Act:Lon, 
n behalf of 
of sharing 

Aasiatant to the P~ea14•nt 
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' WARREN FREEDMAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

81 STRATFORD ROAD , NEW ROCHELLE , NEW YORK 10804 

NEW ROCHELLE 3 - 6431 

June 13, 1980 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi, 

It is unfortunate that there is so much needless 
public furor in the American Jewish Community about the 
welfare of the 25,000 Falashim still in Ethiopia. Their 
welfare is indeed important, vital and urgent, they have 
been for too long the victims of povertY,persecution and 
general neglect by the Jewish community , BUT the spotlight 
of publicity engendered by many committed Jews, simply ties 
the hands of the Israeli Government in its day-to-day 
efforts to rescue these victims of poverty and civil war. 
The Falashim, like other Ethiopians, are today suffering 
from the violence which has permeated their country. 

I believe that the Government of Israel is 
urgently aware of the problem, and has and will continue 
to save countless Falashim without the fanfare of publicity. 
Israel would be embarrassed to disclose publicly the larger 
number of Falashim in Israel today. The Falasha black skin 
is simply NOT a factor, and there has been no neglect of 
their plight, as argued by those impatient but sincere 
Jews. The diplomatic approach involving secret movement of 
Falashim by the Israel Government is preferable to pressure 
from well-intentioned Jewish leaders and organizations. 

Above all, no one will forget nor forgive anything 
less than the rescue of Ethiopian Jewry. We must continue 
to espouse their cause. But we must temper enthusiasm with 
wisdom by permitting the Israeli Government to work quietly 
and undisturbedly through diplomatic and other channels 
to rescue these unfortunate brethren. In the words of the 



• 

AAEJ -- now is the time "to get on as one people to fight 
the major forces from the outside that threaten world Jewry 
and the State 6f Israel." 

Sit{};::~ ci-«-~--
Warren Freedman 

WF:bs 
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[ A merger of the Ameri ttee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia) 

Eastern Regional Office 
340 Comes Aveime 
Pelham. Sew York 10803 
(914) 738-09S6 

October 10, 1980 

National Materials Center 
6S0S Wilshire Blvd., Room 802 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

(213) 8S2-1234 Ext. 276 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

RE: Ethiopian Jews 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Western Regional Office 
304 Robin Hood Lane 

Costa Mesa. California 92627 
(714) 642-8613 

Two years ago I mailed letters to your organization as well as to 
the presidents of the other major Jewish organizations regarding 
the holocaust facing our brethren in Ethiopia. I enclosed excerpts 
from their letters forwarning us of the impending dangers facing 
our people there. Few of you responded. Finally, on January 1, 
1979, the Falashas, in desperation, demonstrated against the 
State of Israel and world Jewish leadership for their inaction 
regarding the Falashas. 

Today, 32 years after the founding of the State of Israel, less 
than 1,000 of the 28,000 remnant Falashas are in Israel. Our 
organization continues to receive reports of: (1) Falashas 
imprisoned and tortured; (2) young people killed or raped by 
Ethiopian missionaries; (3) thousands dispossessed from their 
homes with their villages pillaged by either remaining feudal 
landowners or by roving bandit gangs; (4) thousands of others 
living in the starvation belt of Africa; (5) people still being 
sold as slaves, some being traded many times over; •and now ( 6) 
over a thousand living under the most horrible conditions in a 
hostile country outside of Ethiopia while awaiting Jewish help. 

In short, what we would like to know is: "What does your 
organization plan to do about this impoverished and endangered 
Jewish commun~whlchappears to be on the verge of extinction?" 

A coov of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare, 
··Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York I 2242, or from the Association 

Contributions are tax deductible 
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I would appreciate a response before October 19 when our Board of 
Directors meets to discuss our future actions. If we do not see 
major Jewish organizations taking on the responsibility and 
rnitzvot of pikuach nefesh and pidyon shvuirn, we may reluctantly 
decide to undertake a massive newspaper and publicity campaign to 
carry out these responsibilities ourselves. 

If you would like more information and specific suggestions as to 
how your organization can help, please contact me by either 
letter or telephone. 

May the corning year bring peace to Israel, redemption to the 
Falashas, and success to your organization. 

Sincerely and shalom, 

~M-~ 
Howard M. Lenhoff, President, AAEJ 

and Professor, University of California 



Q.: What did Ministry of Interior 
Head ( and also NRP boss) Dr. 
Yosef Burg say regarding charges 
he was opposed to Falasha im
migration? 
A.: Burg denied that he led the 1 

forces opposed to Beta Israel 
aliyah. "It was never brought up 
in the cabinet," he said in an in
terview. Burg made no attempt to 
hide his contempt for the Beta 
Israel. "You could just as well 
write about the Martians," he 
said. ( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: What do you think about 
Israelis protesting for the rescue 
of the Falashas? 
A.: The cause to rescue the 
Falashas is uniting Israelis from 
all political factions. This is 
purely a Zionistic and 
humanitarian issue. It gets at the 
heart of what Israel stands for. It 
knows no politics. (Israel Today) 
Q.: Could we have saved the 
Falashas in recent times? 
A.: (We) missed a golden oppor
tunity to save the Ethiopian Jews 
in the months after the fall of 
Haile Selassie, a key figure in 
Israel's Africa policy. (Jerusalem 
Post) 
Q.: Is it worthwhile for the gov
ernment to make a major effort to 
bring the Falashas to Israel? 
A.: From an official poll: 33 per 
cent, Certainly worthwhile to make 
a major effort; 35 per cent, Yes, it 
is worthwhile; 14 per cent, It is 
not so worthwhile; 10 per cent, No 
opinion; 8 per cent, Against such 
an effort. 
Q.: Are you ready to absorb 
Falashas • 

? 
··············•••••••••••••• • 

A.: From the official poll: 1. At 
place of work, 91 per cent yes; 
2. In same neighborhood, 85 per 
cent yes; 
3. ~ schools and children's places 
of study and play, 85 per cent yes; 
4. In same apartment building, 75 
per cent yes. • 
Q.: Wllat must we do now? • 
A.: What is needed is a concerted 
rescue effort embracing the gov
ernment and the major world 

Jewish organizations for history 
will neither forget nor forgive 
anything less. (Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: What do you want the govern
ment of Israel to do? 
A.: We call on the Israeli govern
ment and the Jewish Agency to 
increase their activities and to do 
everything in their power to save 
Ethiopian Jewry and to help therr. 
finally to reach Eretz Yisrael. 
(Maariv) 

The government of Israel 
(must) deliver the Jews of 
Ethiopia of the land of Cush. We 
brought the Jews of Yemen out on 
a.Magic Carpet. Let's find another 
for the Jews of Ethiopia. 
( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Is it the responsibility of 
Israel and world Jewry to rescue 
the Falashas? 
A.: (The) latest news on the dif
ficult situation of the Falasha ' 
Jews in Ethiopia obligates Israel 
and the entire Jewish people to 
take urgent steps to save them. 
We must not accept their bitter 
fate with the claim that it is not 
our responsibility but that of 
political and state bodies, as we 
did in the past. 

Despite their long struggle, the 
Falashas were prevented from 
imigrating to Israel by unjustified 
delays and procrastination. 

... There is no doubt that we 
must accept responsibility for our 
Falasha brothers. (Jerusalem 
Post) 
Q.: But why should Israel with all 
her trouble be concerned about 
the Falashas? 
A.: Because "they are Jews." 
They are suffering because they 
are Jews and we, the free Jews of 
the world, must save them. 
(Israel Today) 

"The Zionist movement ... 
create(d) the government of Is
rael ... to save the lives of Jews. 
If it doesn't do that, then why does 
it exist?" (L.A. Times) 

Israeli Fa/asha to Speak 
In Winnipeg February 21 

"I will walk to the port of 
Massawa. It is dangerous because 
of the Shifts bandits and EritrNn 
rebels, but I will move at night. It 
will take many months, but I will 
arrive somehow. Then I will find 
work on a boat which sails up the 
Rt1d SN. The vessel will take me to . 
Eilat and from there I will swim 
ashore. When I touch the land, I 
will kiss it and then I will ask 
Moshe Dayan to take me into his 
army so that I can defend the 
Jewish homeland. Afterward, I will 
send for my family. " 

When Rachamim Alazar, an 
Ethiopian Jew, spoke these words 
to an Israeli visitor in 1970, he was 
16 years old. Nearly three years 
later, his dream fulfilled, 
Rachamim arrived in Israel. He 
did not have to undergo the ordeal 
he had foreseen - his Israeli 
friend bought him a ticket on El 
Al - but he did have to walk 
barefoot acros Ethiopia at night to 
Addis Ababa. 

Mr. Alazar will be in Winnipeg 
on Thursday, February 21, as part 
of a North American speaking 
tour. He will address an open 
community meeting at the Rosh 
Pina Synagogue at 8 p.m. He will 
describe the ever-deteriorating 
state of the Beta Israel - as the 
Falashas refer to themselves -
and suggest ways in which 
Canadian Jews · can help prevent 
their disappearance. 

Rachamim Alazar, born in the 
village of Sakalt in Ethiopia's nor
thwestern province of Gondar, is 
one of nine children in a 
traditional Falasha family. 

He attended area schools from 
the age of 10, followed by a govern
ment high school at 15. 

Following his emigration to 
Israel, Mr. Alazar attended high 
school and will graduate from Tel 
Aviv University in 1980 with a 

Bachelors Degree in Middle 
Eastern History and African Af
fairs. He has also served in the 
Israel Defence Forces. 

Fluent in Hebrew, Swahili, 
Amharic, English, Gez, Tigrinit, 
and Literary Arabic, Mr. Alazar 
has been a member of Israel's 
Association of Ethiopian Jews sin
ce 1973 and treasurer since April, 
1979. 

Married in September 1979, Mr. 
Alazar has been interviewed in the 
past for several publications, in
cluding Maariv, The Jerusalem 
Post,and Israeli radio and 
television. As spokesman for the 
Ethiopian Jewish community, he 
has been active in pressing the 
case of his brethren with top 

RACHAMIM ALAZAR 
Israeli officials such as Prime 
Minister Begin, President Navon, 
and Chief Rabbis Yosef and 
Goren, Labor Party leader 
Shimon Peres, etc. 

Whereas a scant 60 years ago, 
there were more than 50,000 
Ethiopian Jews, today there are 
no more than 28,000, and that 
remnant is in imminent peril of 
extinction. In the last few years, 

never-ending war, rebellion, star
vation, missionary efforts, and 
Jewish indifference have com
bined to cause a steady decrease 
in their numbers. In the last few 
years, probably at least 2000 have 
died; more than 7000 have been 
dispossessed of their homes and 
farms, left to roam the coun
tryside hungry and penniless; 
hundreds at least are reported rot
ting in refugee camps outside 
Ethiopia. 

If the Falashas are to be saved, 
if this unique community is not to 
become another tragic episode in 
the long history of Jewish martyr
dom, Jews all over the world must 
marshall their resources. The 
Beta Israel ( and there is no 
longer any disagreement about 
this view) see their only hope of 
salvation as lyin~ in alivah to 
Israel, and only the combined ef
forts of Israel, the large Jewish 
organizations, and the Jewish 
people themselves can effect it. 

For a first-hand account of the 
plight of the Falashas, as well as 
for a chance to ask questions and 
to find out how it can help, the en
tire community is more than in
vited, it is urged, to attend this 
vital meeting. 

Rachamim Alazar's Winnipeg 
visit is co-sponsored by the Jewish 
Students' Network, which. is 
responsible for Canadian 
arrangements, and the Canadian 
Friends of Ethiopian Jews. This 
North American tour was spon
sored by American Association for 
Ethiopian Jews, .with the 
arrangements made by the 
American Sephardi Federation. 

For more information, call 
Canadian Friends of Ethiopian 
Jews, 582-4355, 582-9241, and 233-
6516, or the Jewish Students ' 
Association 474-9325. 
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A. View from Israeli Journals 

Do Israelis Want the Falashas? 
By PROFESSOR 

HOWARD M. LENHOFF 
University of California 

(first of two parts) 
"All this fuss about the Falashas 

is being made to satisfy a bunch of 
sick Americans who would never 
invite a black to their homes." 
Thus spoke a high official in the 
Jewish Agency (salary paid for 
with UJA contributions) when 
asked at a recent meeting in 
Jerusalem about Israel's newly 
announced "public campaign" on 
behalf of the Jews from Ethiopia. 

Does he have a point, however? 
Is it only North American Jews 
who want to rescue the Falashas 
or does the Israeli man in the 
street also want the Falashas to 
immigrate to Israel? How do 
Israeli newspapers and journalists 
react to their own government's 
policies that have led to only ap
proximately 150 Falashas im
migrating into Israel over the past 
five years while nearly 400 Viet
namese boat people were brought 
to Israel in 1979 alone? 

To provide an answer, I am 
posing a list of such questions, and 
will give responses consisting of 
verbatim quotations from Israeli 
citizens and newspapers. 
Q.: Why do you think the 
Falashas are bitter and have 
resorted to public demonstra
tions? 
A.: The Falashas' bitterness is 
certainly understandable. Israel 
and the world Jewish community 
have devoted massive energy and 
resources on behalf of Soviet 
Jewry; the government has moun
ted rescue operations on behalf of 
the Vietnamese boat people and 

Cambodian refugees-. But the 
Falashas, who, unlike- the Asian 
refugees, are Jews, and unlike the 
70 to 80 per cent of drop-out Soviet 
Jews, want to come to Israel, have 
been neglected. And that neglect 
must be considered a mortal blow, 
for the Falashas, who today num
ber only about 20,000, face total 
physical extinction. ( Jerusalem 
Post) 
Q.: What do you think about the 
tone of the response given by 
Jewish Agency officials to the 
Falasha demonstration? 
A.: The sensitive and extreme 
reaction given by the top echelon 
of the Department of Immigration 
creates an impression of a conscie
nce that is not entirely clean .... How 
can it be explained that, despite 
the massive Israeli presence in 
Ethiopia for ten years, Israel 
could not succeed in bringing in 
those thousands of Falashas that 
were indeed ready to immigrate? 
(Davar) 
Q.: What is your response to the 
remarks of Yehuda Dominitz 
(head of the Department of Im
migration and Absorption in the 
Jewish Agency) who said, "there 
is no Israeli diplomatic presence 
in Ethiopia and it is (therefore) 
difficult to work for the aliyah of 
the Falashas, scattered in 490 
villages?" 
A.: We must say that this is 
irresponsible drivel. Until 1973 
Israel did have a presenee in 
Ethiopia under very good con
ditions, but the Department of 
Aliyah and Absorption did nothing 
for the rescue of the Jews of 
Ethiopia. Israel then had free ac
cess to each of the 490 villages 
where the scattered Jews of 

Ethiopia lived, but nothing ~as 
done to become -involved with 
them. 

... Everyone knows that Israel 
has no official representation in 
the Soviet Union; yet, she turned 
the world upside down, suc
cessfully, so that Soviet Jews 
might leave for the Western 
World. Israel has no represen
tation in any East European land, 
except Rumania; yet, 
remarkably, what exertions Israel 
is making to save the Jews of 
Eastern Europe. (Bamaaracha) 
Q.: What, then, is Mr. Dominitz's 
attitude toward the Falashas? 
A.: Yehuda Dominitz of the 
Jewish Agency had this to say 
shortly before the 1975 decision 
recognizing the Beta Israel as 
Jews: "Take a Falasha out of his 
village, it's like taking a fish out 
of water ... we are told that the 
aliyah potential is minute. Most of 
the ones who came to Israel felt 
lost and went home. I'm not in 
favor of bringing them." Dominitz 
says he later changed his mind. 
(Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Is there any written evidence 
that the Jewish Agency was 
discouraging Falasha im
migration to Israel? 
A.: A document prepared six 
years ago by an Absorption 
Ministry researcher recommen
ded to the Government and the 
Jewish Agency not to encourage 
Falasha aliyah to Israel. (JTA) 
Q.: What do you think of the role 
of Israel's Foreign Ministry in 
regard to the Falashas? 
A.: The Foreign Ministry's inter
ference with the struggle to save 
the Falashas is based on 
judgements that have nothing to 

do with the issue. (Maariv) 
Q.: What is your opinion about the 
claim that past and present 
Ethiopian governments would 
never allow Falashas to leave the 
country? 
A.: It is difficult to believe that 
the Emperor or the new regime 
held on with their fingernails to 
the few thousands of Falasha 
Jews that were there. (Davar) 
Q.: Does the fault lie with the 
Begin or Labor government? 
A.: The tale of neglect is long. It 
certainly cannot be placed solely 
at the hands of Mr. Begin's gov
ernment. But it is nevertheless 
true that this government is con
tinuing this neglect, despite the 
dangers facing the Falashas. 
( Jerusalem Post) 

Q.: Aren't you pleased that the 
government has appointed com
mittees to look into the matter of 
Falasha immigration? 

A.: The shocking point in all that 
affair is that less than • 300 
Falashas succeeded in coming to 
Israel, and all that after in-· 
decisions, meetings, discussions, 
and conferences for close to 10 
years ... from all this intellectual 
effort, nothing was accomplished. 
(Davar) , 

SEND YOUR TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE GIFTS TO: 
American Association 

for Ethiopian Jews 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 802 

Los Angeles. Calif. 90048 

Q.: After all these years of 
various committees working on 
Falasha issues, why didn't the 
Falashas come to Israel? 
A.: The Falashas did not come 
because they were not wanted. 
This is the naked truth and it must 
be said. (Davar) 
Q.: What are the reasons that the 
government of Israel is not doing 
enough for the Falashas? 
A.: The first is prejudice - the 
color of their skin. The govern
ment does not want them here. 
And also the government doesn't 
want to endanger diplomatic con
tacts with African states (L.A. 
Times) 
Q.: Do you think it really has 
something to do with color? 
A.: One of the responsible 
shlichim of the Agency who is not 
concerned with this matter repor
ted on the weekly review on 
Israeli radio that a highly respon
ldble person in the State, a person 
with a great religious respon
sibility, said to him: "Mi Tzarich 
et hashechorim ha-eleh?" (Who 
needs those Blacks?) (Bamaar
acha) 
Q.: What is the source of the 
neglect of the Falashas by Israel? 
A.: The source of that neglect 
derives historically from the 
narrow dogmatism and bigotry 
expressed on this issue by key 
functionaries located primarily in 
the National Religious Party. 
( Jerusalem Post) 
Q.: Who do you hold responsible 
for this inaction? 
A.: The Minister of the Interior 
and a few servile bureaucrats who 
did what their master wanted 
them to do, they are the ones 
responsible for this inaction. 
(Davar) 




