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Personal Testimony of
Dr. Max Wertheimer
Former Rabbi of Temple Israel
in Dayton, Ohio

fie™\









OUTRE!

Uni

e here, my friends, good to
form Jewry, wWith men an
1d communities but of one fai
cause. Your presence here g
iork throughout the year.

a product of those rich gii
r tasks.

ive our number enlarged by th
our Southwest congregations.
Y. You are true sons and
the Midrash informs us, has
hat whencescever a stranger
Lty in entering Abraham and £

for the sustaining help wh:
your material help, and the

v lTasdare wvha hava alwavae nl

83



congregational rabbis Spé
uction in Judaism. History &
ceremonies described. But
iz- Immediately after the |
and leave them to fend for t
} in establishing a Jewish h
ly, in grappling with their
ieir special conflicts. Mor
mbrace them, enable them tg

If the truth be told, we
tir motivations (since only
@ convert is either neurotic

Jewlsh (ignoring that they
rn Jews). Unto the end of tl
s.

mine recently received a
me a Jew:

willliCll

clueceu

wlitlil

Lue



guilty, they may feel resenl

some confusion and ambiwv:
the community. They may fe:
d for their partner's sens
.n the face of a community
r partners.

the "not wanted" signs from
rmarriage, but we cannot rej
but be aware that in our
ection. 1f Jews-by-Choice of
nd behavior, how much more
of our children feel?

move those impediments to a
:ain in all too many of our
1alachic approach offers mor
lfewish partner to join in mc

events. The halachah permi
to sing in the choir, to rec
Faatrairal P NS, I L [ p——

87

————— e —————y



it was not true for the fo
convert, and our tradition
:njoined us to be a "light 1
od's house be a "house of pr:
I heathen by birth, became t
ah foresaw the time when men
the corner of his garment anc
e heard that God is with you.

ccabean period, Jewish pr
iiths; schools for missionar
.nning of the Christian era
percent of the population o
llion people.

the Talmud insists that we
otivations by discouraging h
e will have to endure as a
while we are "to push conver
to "draw them near with the r



itensiry our formal and infor
‘ams within the Reform syna
th movement to stimulate posi
ih identification.

levelop a sensitive progr:
.ving converts to Judaism, r
thoose Judaism in good faitl
* Jewish identity as those wh

velop an effective Outreach
m synagogue can seek out mi:

to respond to the particula:
ses in their situations
egations, the rabbi, and Juc
em and their families.

lan a special program to |
sm to any and all who wish
Judaism is not an exclusive

Imivaraal Fairh wdeElh  mm oo

91





