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TEMPLE 
CALENDAR 
Fri. Jan. 4 Shabbat Eve Service 8:15 P.M. 

Film - "Rendezvous with Freedom" 
Sat. 5 Shabbat Morning Service 10:30A.M. 
Sun. 6 Brotherhood Joint Breakfast Meeting 9:30A.M. 

P.T.A. Board Meeting 9:30A.M. 
Mon. 7 Adult Hebrew 7:30 P.M. 

Brotherhood Board Meeting 8:00P.M. 
Tues. 8 Modern Hebrew Literature 10:30A.M. 
Thurs. 10 Religious School Committee Meeting 8:00P.M. 
Fri. 11 Shabbat Eve Family Service 7:30 P.M. 
Sat. 12 Shabbat Morning Service 10:30A.M. 
Sun. 13 Film - "California Reich" 7:30 P.M. 
Mon. 14 Adult Hebrew 7:30 P.M. 
Wedn. 16 Sisterhood Fun Day 9:30A.M. 

Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00P.M. 
Fri. 18 Shabbat Eve Service 8:15 P.M. 
Sat. 19 Shabbat Morning Service 10:30A.M. 
Sun. 20 P.T.A. Workshop: Creating a Jewish home 11:00A.M. 
Mon. 21 Adult Hebrew 7:30P.M. 
Tues. 22 Modern Hebrew Literature 10:30A.M. 
Fri. 25 Shabbat Eve Service 8:15 P.M. 
Sat. 26 Shabbat Morning Service 10:30A.M. 
Sun. 27 Breakfast Study with Rabbi Taylor 9:30A.M. 

Film - "Obedience" 7:30P.M. 
Mon. 28 Adult Hebrew 7:30P.M. 
Tues. 29 Brotherhood Dinner Meeting 6:00P.M. 

HEBREW SCHOOL MEETS ON TUESDAYSANDTHURSDAYSAT8:30 P.M. 
AND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON SUNDAYS AT 9:30 A.M. A A,_ 
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Ral>hi Donald R. 
'l'er:ple Isi:ael 
1301 Prince Of 
Ottawa, Ontario ~-,~,, ~='··s•· 

Dear Donald: 

Thank you for se 
received•• wellCaiif,:'thi -.~i,i~. 
article. 

Yes, .the response whic 
the response whioh my r 
qood work! 

With warm good wis'les, 

January 2, 1980 

to 

Alexander M. Schindler 



memple ~srael 
1301 PRINCE OF WALES DRIVE 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO 

Mr. Alex Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
U.S.A. 

Dear Al ex: 

K2C 1N2 

Phone 224-1802 

December 19, 1979 

I have unintentionally begun a "mini-survey" of "outreach to the 
unchurched". After an article on my work vis-a-vis conversion was 
published in our local Ottawa paper in early November, a nationally 
syndicated writer picked up the story. By late November, a highly 
visible article appeared in the weekend editions of papers in all 
major Canadian cities. 

Jews across Canada have been sending me copies of the article. 
However, the most interesting responses have been from Gentiles. I 
am sure that your national exposure last year produced a "maxi-survey" 
and that these few responses will fall into a broader pattern which 
the UAHC Committee is analysing. I trust that these two responses 
will be helpful. 

Most sincerely yours 

Rabbi Donald R. Gerber 

RDG/mav 

Enclosures: 1 copy of newspaper article 
2 copies of responses re article 
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442 Montreal Avenue South 

Saskatoon $ask. 
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THE JEW 

Scattered by God 's avenging hand, 
Afflicted and forlorn, 

Sad wanderers from their pleasant land , 
Do Judah's children mourn ; 

A !.ld e'en in Christian countries , few 
Breathe thoughts of pity for the Jew. 

Yet listen, Chri stian, do you love 
The B1ble·s precious page? 

Then let yo ur hearts with kindness move 
To lsrae I 's heritage; 

Who traced those lines of love for you­
Each sacred writer ··was a Jew. 

And then as years and ages passed , 
And nati ons rose and fell , 

Though clouds and dark ness oft were cast 
O'er captive Israel. 

The orac les of God for you 
Were kc, pt in safe ty by the J ew. 

And wh en th e great Redeemer came 
For gui lty man to bleed , 

He did not take an angel's name 
No- born of Abraham's seed 

Jesus, who gave His li fe for you , 
The ge11t!e Saviour was a JP1,11 

And thou gh His own received Him not, 
And turned in pride away, 

Whence is the Gentiles ha ppier lot? 
Are you more just than they? 

No ; God in pity turned to ou­
Have you not pity for the Jew ? 

Go, then, and bend your knee to pray 
For Isra el's anci ent race : 

Ask the dear Saviour every day 
To call them by His grace; 

Go, for a debt of love is due 
Fi om Christ ian Gentiles to the Jew. 

- Author Unknown . 
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HOW A RABBI FOUND PEACE 
Personal Testimony of 

Dr. Max Wertheimer 
Fonner Rabbi of Temple Israel 

in Dayton, Ohio 
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'M'AWA - (CP) - Don 
rber, a voluble young 
bi, PQOh-poohs the doom­
rs who predict a gradual 

line in Judaism in North 
erlca. 
e readily agr s that 

1 er-marriage with non­
ws is increasing, one r -

som Jewish leaders 
w the f utw:e with con-

Gerber s es these 
marriages as an op­
ty for growth. He's 
ting an active conver­

am in his Temple 
ogue - a Reform 
Jewish co rega-

e traditionally 
0 ert 

ir . t 
n i t 
w some h 
talking about it 

Gerb 

rec 
g-:-e-.. t 
ns, particularly 
n..Jewish • of 

. Hehol es 
sh f Ith t 
become converts 

' inc re conv rt ' 
He says he exp ts this 

could be duplicated In up to 

gradual decline in the 
number of Jews as they ex­
pect the children of mixed 
marriages will adopt the reH­
gious outlook of th ir non• 
Jewish moth rs. 

But bbi Gerber doesn't 
buy this forecast. 

A convention of Reform 
Jews in ouston two years 
ago pushed the issue into the 
open. An influential rabbi 
urged the conference to "tell 
the non-Jewish world that 
we hope to receive sincere 
converts from peopl "' who 
are like-minded religiously,'' 
Gerber says. 

Gerb d others had al-
ready b n counselling non• 
J ws who e prep red to 
conv rt to Juclai m. But th 
Hou ton onf r nc helped 
stlmulat co v ion effo ta. 

P t do m 
n'he most frultful source 9f 

converts is among non-Jew­
ish wives who have thrown 
off pa t dogmas and need 
only basic instruction on 
such thin~ as Je !, syµi­
bols and holiday ob er-

• vances, the Ottawa rabbi in­
dicate , 

Up until this year, Rabbi 
Gerber taught the potential 
converts separately. But he 
now has begun a class to help 
people "feel part of a group 
in a community." 

Recent converts now c n 
200 small cities throu bout ~~-"-"....,__, 0--~"-'--.......,_.,.__........, _____ ,-,1 attend Temple Israel and f 1 
North America. 

It is enerally ace pted 
that mor than o per c nt of 
youn Jews are marrying 
non- ews in North America, 

There are an e timat 
1n, N~rth 

t i the 
t ? Are 

h ys. Most of these mixed The Jewish population in 
marriages involved Jewish Canada is small - about 
men and non-Jewish wives. 250,000. So some predict a 

events 
M nd y: uest sp aker: 

Dr. John Clark, p ychiatrist. 
airman, M lvin Mi:-Cloud. 

t:1'C oroadc ster whose doc­
wn~tary on theGreat Heart 

n 

extensively re ired and ren• 
ovated and • 
tion cercm 
at me cnu1 
Airlie Blvd., Nov. 29 at 8 

they know other$ there, h 
says. Th y would feel lesQ 
con picuous. 

Once they become Jews, 
the ne converts "want to 
have Jewi h homes and Jew­
ish child n." 

ln som ays, these Jew-
ish conv rts may be better 
groun d in the faith than ' 
their Je~h mates who may 
hav dnfted away from strict 
attend nee t synago ues 
ov e ars the young 

b l y 
"' 

an 
Reverend Donald Pipe, Unit­
ed Church Presbytery chair- 8 

man, will conduct the cere- afraid to de 
monies. sequences" of mixed 

ria s on their own. 





OUTREACH: THE CASE FOR A MISSIONARY JUDAISM 

Address of 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

to the 

Board of Trustees 

HOUSTON, TEXAS DECEMBER 2, 1978 

It is good to be here, my friends, good to be re-united with the 
leaders of Reform Jewry, with men and women from many 
congregations and communities but of one faith, bound together by 
a common sacred cause. Your presence here gives us much strength 
as does your work throughout the year. We are what we are 
because of you, a product of those rich gifts of mind and heart 
you bring to our tasks. 

It is good to have our number enlarged by the presence of leaders 
and members of our Southwest congregations. We are grateful for 
your hospitality. You are true sons and daughters of Abraham 
whose tent, so the Midrash informs us, has an opening on each of 
its ~ides so that whencesoever a stranger might near he would 
have no difficulty in entering Abraham and Sarah's home. 

~e are grateful for the sustaining help which you have given us 
over the years, your material help, and the time and talents and 
energies of your leaders who have always played an indispensable 
role in our regional and national councils. 

It is not my intention this night to give you a comprehensive 
report of the Union's activities as I do at these Board 
meetings from time to time -- but rather to offer a resolution 
which recommends the creation of an agency within our movement 
involving its every arm which will earnestly and urgently 
confront the problem of intermarriage in specified areas and in 
an effort to turn the tide which threatens to sweep us away into 
directions which might enable us to recover our numbers and, more 
important, to recharge our inner strength. 

I begin with the recognition of a 
intermarriage is running against us. 
subject confirm what our own 
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Massarik, one of our leading demographers, has observed (MOMENT, 
June 1978), "That decline - if d decline there be - depends on 
whdt the Jews who are involved in the intermarriage actually do." 

As important as Jewish education is, in this context, I believe 
that there are other steps we can - and must - take if we are to 
deal realistically with the threat which intermarriage presents 
to our survival. And it is on three such steps that I want to 
focus my attention. 

The: first of these has to do with the conversion of the non 
Jewish partner-to-be. It is time for us to reform our behavior 
towards those who become Jews -· by ·· Choice, to increase our 
sensi ti vi t'.}:' towards them and, thereby, to encourage growth in 
their numbers. 

In most communities, the CAHC offers "Introduction to Judaism" 
courses, and congregational rabbis spend countless hours 
providing instruction in Judaism. History and Hebrew are tdught, 
ideas explored, ceremonies described. But there, by and large, 
our efforts ends. Immediately after tl-.e marriage ceremony, we 
drop the couple and leave them to fend for themselves. W~ do not 
uf fer them help in establishing a Jewish hume, in raising their 
children Jewishly, in grappling with their peculiar problems, in 
dealing with their special conflicts. More importdnt still, we 
do not really embrace them, enable them to feel a close kinship 
with our people. 

On the contrary: If the truth be told, we often alienate them . 
We question their motivations (since only a madman would choose 
tu be a Jew, the convert is either neurotic or hypocritical}. We 
think them less Jewish (ignoring that they often know more about 
Judaism than born Jews}. Unto the end of their days, we refer to 
them as converts. 

A collcdgue of mine recently received a letter from one who 
elected to become a Jew: 

I k110w that I personally resent being referred to as a 
conve1·t - a word that by now is dlien to my heart. My 
conversion process was nearly ten years ago - I have been a 
Jew for a long time now. I think, eat and breathe Judaism. 
My soul is d Jewish soul though I am distinctly aware of my 
original background and birthright. This does not alter my 
identity as a Jew. If one is curious about whence I come or 
if indeed ''am I really Jewish," the answer is categorically 
"Yes, I'm really Jewish a Jew --by-Choice." I shall 
continue to grow and to search as a Jew. My "conversion 
process" was just that - a process which ended with the 
ceremony. From then on I was a Jew. 
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description nonetheless regard themselves as Jews." 

I believe that we must do everything possible to draw the non­
Jewish spouse of mixed marriage into Jewish life. The phenomenon 
of Jewish drift teaches us that we ought to be undertaking more 
intensive Jewish programs which will build on and build up these 
existing ties, this fledgling sense of Jewish identification. If 
non-Jewish ·partners can be brought more actively into Jewish 
communal life, perhaps they themselves will initiate the process 
of conversion. At the very least, we will dramatically increase 
the probability that the children of such marriages will be 
reared as Jews. 

Nor can we neglect to pay attention to the Jewish partners of 
such marriages. Frequently, they have felt the sting of 
rejection by the Jewish community, even by their own parents . 
They may feel guilty, they may feel resentful, they are almost 
sure to feel some confusion and ambivalence toward active 
involvement in the community. They may feel inhibited out of a 
sense of regard for their partner's sensibilities, or out of 
embarrassment in the face of a community they think will be 
hostile to their partners. 

We must remove the "not wanted" signs from our hearts. We are 
opposed to intermarriage, but we cannot reject the intermarried . 
And we cannot but be aware that in our current behavior, we 
communicate rejection. If Jews-by-Choice often feel alienated by 
our attitudes and behavior, how much more alienated do the non­
Jewish spouses of our children feel? 

We can also remove those impediments to a fuller participation 
which still obtain in all too many of our congregations. . Even 
the strictest halachic approach offers more than ample room to 
allow the non-Jewish partner to join in ~ost of our ceremonial 
and life cycle events. The halachah permits non-Jews to be in 
the synagogue, to sing in the choir, to recite the blessing over 
the Sabbath and festival candles, and even to handle the Torah. 
There is no law which forbids a non-Jew to be buried in a Jewish 
cemetery. 

And as for the children born of such a marriage; if the mother is 
Jewish then the child is regarded ~s fully Jewish. But if she is 
not, even Orthodox Judaism, provided the consent of the mother is 
obtained, permits the circumcision of the boy, his enrollment in 
religious school and his right to be called to the Torah on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah - and everlastingly thereafter, to be 
considered a full Jew. 

All this is possible under Orthodoxy. 
within Reform, which has insisted on the 
halachah. 
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door, who voluntarily ask for our knowledge. 

I do not suggest that we strive to wean people from the religions 
of their choice, with or without the boast that ours is the only 
true and valid faith; I do not suggest that we enter into rivalry 
with all established churches. I want to reach a different 
audience entirely. I want to reach the unchurched, those reared 
in non-religious homes or those who have become disillusioned 
with their taught beliefs. I want to reach those seekers after 
truth who require a religion which tolerates more than 
tolerates, encourages - all questions. I want especially to 
reach the rootless and the alienated who need the warmth and 
comfort of a people known for its close family ties, a people of 
ancient and noble lineage. 

The notion that Judaism is not a propagating faith is far from 
the truth. It has been a practiced truth for the last four 
centuries, but it was not true for the forty centuries before. 
Abraham was a convert, and our tradition lauds his missionary 
zeal. Isaiah enjoined us to be a "light unto the nations" and 
insisted that God's house be a "house of prayer for all peoples." 
Ruth of Moab, a heathen by birth, became the ancestress of King 
David. Zechariah foresaw the time when men of every tongue would 
grasp a Jew by the corner of his garment and say, "Let us go with 
you, for we have heard that God is with you." 

During the Maccabean period, Jewish proselytizing activity 
reached its zenith: schools for missionaries were established , 
and by the beginning of the Christian era they had succeeded in 
converting ten percent of the population of the Roman Empire -
roughly four million people. 

It is true that the Talmud insists that we test the sincerity of 
the convert's motivations by discouraging him, by warning him of 
the hardships he will have to endure as a Jew. But the Talmud 
also says that while we are "to push converts away with the left 
hand" we ought to "draw them near with the right." 

After Christianity became the established religion of the Roman 
Empire, and later, again, when Islam conquered the world, Jews 
were forbidden to seek converts or to accept them. The death 
penalty was fixed for the gentile who became a Jew and also for 
the Jew who welcomed him. Many were actually burned at the 
stake, and the heat of the flames cooled our conversionist ardor. 
Even so, it was not until the 16th century that we abandoned all 
proselytizing efforts; only then did our rabbis begin their 
systematic rejection of those who sought to join us. 

But this is America and it is 1979. No repressive laws restrain 
us. The fear of persecution no longer inhibits us. There is no 
earthly - and surely no heavenly - reason why we cannot reassume 
our ancient vocation and open our arms to all newcomers. 
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RESOLUTION 

Rapid demographic change is doing much to affect the future of American Jewry. Among the significant and critical demographic trends are: the growth of mixed-marriage, the decline of the Jewish birth-rate relative to the general population, and an increase in the numbers of non-Jews converting to Judaism. These trends require our profound, serious and continuing attention. They call for creative leadership so that we reach out to shape our future and do not become passive products of forces beyond our own control. 

Accordingly, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, at its Board meeting in Houston on December 2, 1978, resolves: 

1) To intensify our formal and informal Jewish educational 
programs within the Reform synagogue and the Reform 
Jewish movement to stimulate positive and knowledgeable 
Jewish identification. 

2) To develop a sensitive program of welcoming and 
involving converts to Judaism, recognizing that those 
who choose Judaism in good faith are as authentic in 
their Jewish identity as those who are born Jewish. 

3) To develop an effective Ou tr each program by which the Reform synagogue can seek out mixed married couples in 
order to respond to the particular emotional and social stresses in their situations . and to make the 
congregations, the rabbi, and Judaism itself available 
to them and their families. 

4) To plan a special program to bring the message of Judaism to any and all who wish to examine or embrace 
it. Judaism is not an exclusive club of born Jews; it is a universal faith with an ancient tradition which has deep resonance for people alive today. 

5} To implement these principles, we call upon the Chairman of the Board to appoint a special task force of members of the Board, to examine these recommendations for implementation in all program departments of the UAHC and to report back to the Spring 1979 meetings of the Boardo 
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