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because your answer, while th
, can you celebrate the secula
l be a good member of the Jewi
1se restated what my own rabbi
as is only a Christian holiday
confused if they celebrate it
home may provide some solace

least understandable, and fina
2. Rabbi Friedman also stated
+ You cannot formally "unchoos
ssed by the Union of American

know the practical reality, t
rery day, generally by taking

my letter, returning to Prote

E the Reform Jewish Community,
. I feel strongly, satisfactor
ing fast to the response outli
trees are a reality among a si
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(This is my fourteen-year-old
happy one, either for them or
pecially troubling when you cc
ar outright condemnation in th
ting actions as divorce, prema
e and energy is spent trying t
pily. It makes me wonder--wha

is, why shouldn't Jews celebra
stmas? You answer that we shc
stian holiday based on a major
1l be described as a holy day."
iday's origins ( though not nec
a primary event in Christian
ny Christians, a holy cne. Ye
e holidav has also taken on a



i Schindler, it might be argue
a large space in our culture g
. In a New York Times articl
), "Christmas Debate: To Cele
dson, the author cites the stc
lies who deo: one Buddist, one
rved the day as a remembrance
re to explain that the familie
8. The Moslem wife still wore
e mosque. Mrs. Higashi, a Bud
tmas was "more than just a rel
the United States.” Such a cu
a true religious holiday, is
s to make room for anyocne. Sa
you've been Christian, Moslem,

pst telling confirmation of th
comes from a passage in The Hs
rtist and craftswoman, Mae Sha
part to counterbalance for Jew
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Would we credit for a moment
10 attends a Baptist or Cathol
ls the savior of the world, is
>xr a2 moment consider himself J
ih candles with his father or
:rous as its opposite--that Je
5 the rest of the year, will s
r have a Christmas tree.

reminds me of a Sunday School
: had years ago, a young Jewis
igh about his heritage that he
religious school. Yet, he con
1wolic and he grew up celebrati:
it he knew he was a Jew.

jon Noah is eight. He has gro
of his brothers: a stocking,
1d Hanukkah cookies, and heari:
! We read a new book the othe
‘hristmas Tree," which is illu
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it other people didn't know ab
1iys. Jewish kids sometimes fe
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:al with). In Frank's case, h
| Christmas or gave into that
tah Bush." Such people were a
lfews. As a result, Jewish kid
0 the desire for Christmas, o
munity (like Frank's sister)
the pain that doing without ¢
The day was a great divider

rersial article published in tI
"Christmas Comes to a Jewish |
of Tikkun, describes her gran:
er a museum because he felt tl]
'sus on the walls that he woul:
lbe in whose name his town was
. temple burned, and he and hi:

vign shore." What, she wonder:
wcestors think if thav knaw =h:
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feeling of wanting to be true
. MNo one wants to dishonor t
the hands of Christians and o
:ime. But we who grew up with
.onal reaction, cannot see it
1in. ©On the contrary, we

i grandparents who, often acce
inimity, are more than a littl
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between husband and wife, thi
;s by celebrating both heliday
rate among intermarried coupl
iren to synagogue. Yet our le
1ts against Christmas almost e
.s because they fear that the
recoanize as best left to the
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ittempt to take an attractive
incorporating something pecpl
] within the community. The C
. has menorahs, Macabees, grap
{8, miniature bagels hanging f
ought a German glass ornament
Yills, naturally), recalling t
'm that heold fast to it..." T
ustom to a statement of what
in as a sign of love for the T
tion of it?

:ion seems to be, not should J
but what does it mean to be a
nas tree at arms' length to be
yre significant to take a chil
rah, Jewish history, values, a
iakah, honor parents and grand
point with pride to Jews who
lief in the God who, as Harold
'to be His language"? Perhaps
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. always be important to my he
.y condemns--keeps me from tak
:radition. The 30-50% of Jewi,
1 to hear something from the s:
that."

: synagogue resolve this issue
itate to recognize that Christm
15 well as sectarian meaning,

: some Jews who nevertheless w
the community. Perhaps the b
i an important religious holid
mize that it has another mean
As Jews we do not observe the
: and honor its significance £
:ustoms of the holiday we make
:0 decide.”

ie would allow intermarried fa
lavs with both sets of arandpa



adaism would be a heartache to
1g the laws of kashrut on the

more, the head of my communit
Christmas does and does not s
0 give my heart--and the hear

Sincerely,

(ot Kess

Coventry Kessler
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) to Rabbi Schindler twice on the subjet
copy of our correspondence and my cg

daism in May 1974, three years after | 1
lid not ask me to convert, Frank propos
never celebrate Christmas. As | expla
at promise. Gradually, however, it bec:
1s turning December into an unmitigate

lilemma is explained in the letters. But
, the response was that Christmas is in
inswer was not couched in religious ter
ras not part of his home or family origin

- answer confirmed myv opinion that, for
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feel a vested interest in my children rer

] and carrying out holiday activities mai
f preparing foods and rituals to comme
he holiday | love. You can imagine hi
) longer prepare for Jewish holidays wit

of born Jews now marry non-Jews, mc
udaism emphasizes that this holiday sr

Indeed, rather than emphasizing famil
al and ritual needs, it insists that Chris
uses.

it it feels like to have my beloved fifteer
ate Christmas? To know that in all like
1e holiday that, for me, still typifies fami
son’s struggle not to want Christmas an
1 his teddv bear? Gentlemen. when Fi
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make everything "all better" within my 1
3ut it will help everyone understand hov
er false colors. It may also become ea
ly understands that | do so to help ther
By the same token, perhaps my childre
care about without us all feeling like wi
celebrate their holidays, even if they ai

ur family celebrations become easier, h
» let me know the procedures to do so.

Sincerely,

C’Mm&, e

(Ms.) Coventrv Kessler
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y all the choirs in Reform cor
with non-Jews and very few ten
ors. It is thanks and only t!
Commission on Jewish Music tl
ic turn in the right directior
direction instead of denouncir
ther choice. Love and underst
nger are the true marks of a ¢

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schir
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find a duplicate of the article
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proud to be a Jew, a Refo
tor in the Reform Movement.
ment allows Southern Baptists t
'he answer that Dru Greenwood
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ent going? Will it soon be enc
cholar, a good preacher, and a
ST NOT allow our clergy to com
s to our fellow Jews in such a
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to refute the words and meanin
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liturgy while studying
reacher at Southwest-

Church every Sund
zard maintains that hi
end of worship” |
without conflict. “Sc
ple have commentes
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t you are making excellent progress.

must be addressed in greater depth relat
ded In The 21st Century?" You point o
been fairly static (Item 65-page 20). A1
scause of the rising rate of intermarriage :
1990 national population census) and the
:re only one parent is Jewish. (See enclos
of the Jewish Outreach Institute showir
ildren are being raised in homes where or
to rise.) Combined with this is the fact
raising their children and Jews, with a
n, and with the rest not raising their chil



im in New York has recently establishe
$100 million of which has already bee:
tments are coming from the American
, in particular,

ght Ieadeﬂg, with the right course ani
million raised for a UAHC Endowment
1 play a key role in this and has indicated
raise funds. But it will also require comm
C which recognizes that dramatic change:
srder to bring back into the UAHC hu
» achieve a critical goal of having a maj
zive a Jewish education and identify as :

or substantially increasing the net incom
ble to expand programming, but T will sa
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from meetings in Israel your r
midst a mountain of mail whiclk
 and problems any organizatior
. What a joy and pleasure it
11 "success story!"

much for sharing with me the s
m and your wife experienced wi
. as well as your family, frier

You describe the kind of care
I and welcome that is the ideal

ist all make choices. Those whe
¢ through marriage must also me
ermine to choose Judaism I nee
ns to me!  Judaism has been er
women who have made the commit
‘aith community and our people.
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of my wife's bat mitzvah, ther
to this great experience.

he understanding and insight
and Rabbi Floyd Herman in Ba
med into the Jewish community
ieve that her Christian up br
rman took the chance (and time
eating a new Jewish family --
th couple. You might say Rak
Jewish garden of life.

g to HNew Jersey, we found

chairman Bob Koslow and Rak
e the .seeds of faith. /The ou
bers and my wife of five years
vy convert to Judaism. The see
strong!

re later, with friends like Pa



letter has been responded to s
s a matter of fact when I spol
me we had met, knew I was a f1

alid point...rabbis say no whe
larriage and don’t take it any
iake recommendations so the pec
‘abbis who are note out there ¢
*a liwving, charging exorbitant
o either bought their smicha ¢
reredited school.

.and why some rabbis don’t want
. it seems to be better to senc
principled perscon than to mere
tk this is something we should
nly on a staff level once again.



ncreasing constituency to become Jews-by-C
come even more zealous in our efforts to con’
perience within our family indicates that the r

d Jew - and his lovely, intelligent and sensitiv
itor to officiate (alone) at their wedding. Whil
s clergy who decline to perform mixed marria
ointed by the lack of assistance shown us in ¢
or component of the Outreach movement is n

d for next May, will take place in Huntington
irm rabbi does not officiate at mixed marriage
My own rabbi, whom I like and admire, couls
\ps the regional director in that area could hel)
onically, her minister offered to try to locate :

issment, the one person they did find was a cz
e charged $1000 (plus expenses), which we b
this was, "If we have to pay that we will, but
'not help thinking about stereotypes of mone
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* your thoughtful letter and fc
. me. While this letter will r
it to Shir Ami tomorrow, I do
it albeit my schedule is tight.
¢ almost immediately after sers
ain.

. may, I feel your pain.and it
re was something I could do tc
. is not in my power to do so.
gations are autonomous; while
deal with situations such as 3y
at congregations adopt our rec
'y congregation must determine
to follow in regard to interfe
1 and governing policies of tt

ha lTihartov AF charinAa veanr 1at

.ndler




LA i L L — LT ] e B WA B o AN

wthers play a slgnificant rols
wish. 1 take thils responsibl!
) feel If my children could wil
iting fully In the service, It
) raising them Jewish.
'nded ritual, board, and prival
" possible change. [ was giver
ia Committee-Responsum 5754.5 -
| Synagogue Ritual and Mark L.
ituret Personal Status and K7 1:
h their approach on how to har
I reallze that many i13sues si
'ing to understand all of them
suggest any books, articles, ¢
iat support full participation
gladly purchase them. 1 do n¢
e .
e the time you have taken to t
meeting you at Shir Ami on Fr|
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m-Jewish spouses within our Temple
ibi Goldfarb and me with the desire

wes to be to work toward the survi
ient of Jewish life, and the future ¢
1 way of life, a civilization. Clearly,
ica are marrying non-Jews; clearly
ind do live authentic Jewish lives w
clearly - in the past - some of the:
felt turned away by their own rabk
‘ul experience before an unknown r¢

nearby cities who perform intermar

neet specific standards, (of belief, !
ite that some 2/3 of these couples r
mmunity, keep a Jewish home, see
ibringing of their children.

s it is evolving - is based on the fi
152
*tain that the home I am creating wi



mple to them in a way that someone
fo, can not;

'ws (and potential Jews) into this w
their Jewish identity, offer them chi
provide for them many positive mod
seen in the 520+ Jewish-Jewish anc
srise our Temple Family) ;

number of homes in El Paso in whic
d, lived.

'm, that for a trial period of 2 vear
I will perform marriages when the

aintain a Jewish home;

Il children as Jews;

w to the marriage and maintain mem



0 be perceived as encouraging inter
continue to urge prospective non-J
marriage. Intermarriages are - stai

Statistics show that 60-70% of inti
than 1/3 of the children of intermc
sh; less than 10% of these children
f the grandchildren call themselves
do not reflect our Temple communit:
»art - of stable, loving marriages a
. to each succeeding generation. I,
community - we will continue to red
re by providing a variety of wholes
that will enhance the stability of,
ith families that may decide to join

his policy will be revisited and rea:
ronditions warrant, and its continua
re.

lose who have supported me in this
ters and patient silence, you have i
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it on to the Outreach Departm

es well with you and we conve:
e my very good wishes for thi:
ssed with good health, happini

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schii
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riages will mean the end of Judaism
in America. That may sound dramat-
ic, but American Jews are i i

Iy becoming assimilated into main-

Also, for every non-Jew in the con-
gregation who wants to feel wel-
comed and part of the community,
there could be a Jew who feels that
the idtng? of the community is be-
ing diluted by including non-Jews.

“Where there were real divisions, I
can :Im:flm they occurred more be-
cause the way in which it was
handled,” said Rabbi Sam Gordon of



Kessler
ce
27707

ler:

knowledge your letter of Augus

There is really nothing furthe
ing my distress over the agony

e final conclusion you have re
self from our faith community.
ahead bring you peace of mind

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schir
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. of years, I’ve had sporadic ¢
- Kessler of Durham, NC. The 1
er emotional inability to acce
2 in her home, albeit I beliex
ng, unspoken reasons for her g

may, today I received the enc
ficates of conversion, which b
‘ibed "in her letter. She also
our article on Being a Jew at
alled to her attention.

v nothing further we can do ir

. thought you would be interest
enr articla.
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| of years, I’ve had sporadic ¢
' Kessler of Durham, NC. The ]
er emotional inability to acce
v in her home, albeit I belies
ng, unspoken reasons for her g

. may, today I received the enc
tes of conversion, which Ms. [
in her letter. §Since you part
nd I can find no trace of a R:
* CCAR listings, I thought I wc
i you. I don‘t know if you has
her over the years but you mic
iction in your records.

¥ nothing we can do but I want
issler’s distress and the actic
o level . Mv previous exchanaes
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er of August 9 sits on my desk, having reach
anks for sending me Ms. Kessler's letter. Her
stmas article is one that regularly circulates, :
nts from readers.

.to respond to Ms,. Kessler, who is nothing 1
d her remarks is muvan me'elav! But a nice le
rorst that she fears from us religious rabbi sor
srinciple (especially at this time of year) is cei
r here.

efukah!
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neously encroaching on the distinctiveness of
ch one maintain as their authenticity. So whe
ict that‘fmillinns of people in fact "do," just as
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. for instance, despite the momentary lapse o
hat is what happened -- I do not have the tex
nciation of rampant capitalist excess, not as
ing my remarks as "patently self-serving," I b
eed to the integrity (as I see it) of the religion
:ntanglement with capitalism. In the end, we :
inion, for which I ask your own regard for m
ake as "self-serving" I regard as necessarily ¢
rs, Christian advocacy, and Christianity itself
ak officially for either Roman Catholicism or
tism who would disagree with my analysis. W
1 higher regard than I do, though we both op)
oth Jews and Christians) that perverts what w
my use of the word "myth," which [ use posi
1 ever tell my children the story of Hannah, w
s I do -- it is carried first in non-Jewish sourc
inderstandable Jewish response to persecutio
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t reject intermarriage—but not the in-
larried.” It is an effort to welcome in-
larried families into the

offer their children religious training

provide ways for non-Jewish

ke part in the life of the congregation
create a Jewish atmosphere in the
&. Conversion is of course welcomed,
"Ih]n!roductlm to Judaism courses" are
1in scores of synagogues,

ke it or not, intermarriage is a fact of
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Ig the lines followed by Rabbi Moline
e not worked, As you observed, Jewish
itity on the North American continent
io longer externally imposed by the
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ndest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Mil
Assistant to the President
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n time regarding the state of
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ssues were not addressed in the report of th
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idence in the leadership of the Reform Move

rrmarriage constitutes a demographic revolu
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fficiation in the face of these changes. This
her controversial issues, particularly in the p
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Continuity and GIME,D which as you knov

ntation on your perspective of the synagogue.

zep commitment to not just Jewish continui



wality, should not the CCAR be sensitive to
dation at intermarriages where there is a col
. homosexual rabbi to refuse to officiate at su
ontrary to the Jewish tradition"? What ¥
on?

:r that has been recently brought to my atter
there is an unwritten rule within the CCAR,
ich excluded Jews, that a rabbi who officiates
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bout the promise of God to Abraham that th
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ient. This is the spirit in which this letter is w
1l understand this perspective as I have share
u. As you know I spend a major amount of ti
ly or, if you think it appropriate, 1 would be
he CCAR Board. Finally, in light of the com
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sending me a copy of the Wastl
on Outreach. I appreciate you

5 reasonably on the mark, but
nat Outreach has gone far enou
more assertive in seeking the
= non-Jewish partner of intern
that Judaism has something to
truth who may not at present
smplate such a marriage.

may, the only aspect of the &
Ls the author’s assertion that
rown largely because of our Ou

We have grown by tens of thc
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L not be involved in this appr

: that we won't be able to mak
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Yochelson of Washington, DC ¢
> some kind of sensitive probl
5 who intermarried. We will t
5 connection, although it is ¢
since there is apparently no &
itution and it is difficult tc
£ the blue, as it were. Be th
it a try. Who can say no to s
ir Donald and Edy.

jou had a joyous holiday and t
We, and that means Rhea and
1 our highest affection.

Fondly,

Alexander M. Schindler



from my travels, I had an opg
wo proposals you were kind enc
thank you for so doing, even &
rs of excellent work in outre
a of our deing. I know your c
last year, and deservedly so,

f appreciation for all your ef

your proposal on unaffiliatec
that even now our Committee |
e Unaffiliated is actively loc
ances in conjunction with othe
for young adults. You undoubt
e Of Judaism" program, a free,
, which is being piloted on or

oselytizing in the non-Jewish
beginning to look at the path
As a very small beginning st

roaose Am Mikrasabh ok Fha NMaw Ve



v

proposals that Judy Simms sent
me and to Alan Berg.)

i, she has contributed signifi.
tears. She was honored by her
ronderful work she has done.

proposals are interesting i
e emphasis they put on research
have been doing active p
recently than we have. The
seen actively looking at the

ther barriers to affiliattior
Taste of Judaism" program--:
)eing piloted on one college c:
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re currently being taught at H
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o advise that your letter of |
during Rabbi Schindler’s trawv:
will be returning to his desk
eaving for another trip in bel
etter will, of course, be broi

I know that he will read yow
t and provide his comments anc
possible time.

greetings, I.am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the



y deeply with Outreach since you first called for
h your most recent call in its continuing evolution
s for what you have now openly proposed in your
Francisco; that of proselytizing not only the secu
wish populous, or to use your own words. "the w

on paper as to "the approach” on both fronts, | w
dAf. Iam a "naturalized" Jew. My husband, Ben
| in San Mateo and have been for 25+ years. All
and confirmation here. Our two sons had their E
| the other by Rabbi Peter Rubinstein. I got invol
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idaism through our membership on the Council o
ancisco Jewish Community Federation's Departm
ar ago, | retired from Outreach . Although we dc
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ibject they are going after (for our purpose , a ma
sphy and belief system, and know well their appr
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lewish approach of proselytizing the non-Jew or
lowing observation. Whereas the Christian clerg
tament (part of the Christian Bible) , which are al
ergy not having been exposed to it, know little o
stament, unless they have individually come to kn
rid, one cannot even think of proselytizing withou
it of the population on this continent come from a
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¢ know something about who they are approachi
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about the difference between
he field for eight years or m
agues are very interesting. .
e comments to you, but I shal:
hat the reality .is across the
rabbis who tend to be more "¢
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ramson, Director of Education, and Jules
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North America.
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