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AEDl•NOTE 
roDear Rabbi Schindler: 

This is a very short reply 
sulJ:JMtiasm" odl all 1984. 

I 'h\ ,._ /7 -DATE Lima ohio 19 a -..~~ 11-4-~ 
to your coiJiumn in the "Reform 

We live in a community of less than 50,000. stmll retain 
a Temple and full time Rabbi. For how long, Who knows. 
Our roster is about 105, consisting mostly of congregants 
well over the age of 60. As I have written you J times 
previously, I think iy is a great, grosss mistake to insi st 
the non-Jewish spouse convert. We have lost too many posssble 
members because of this and they do no t convert and will not 
set step in the Temple. In Detroit and other cities,this 
is not true and the couples are told what to expect. 
Na doubt, your experiences are from larger cities. Believe me, 
it is not working here, I know. The Gentiles simplyca1:vt 
understand us, Please change tbis autroadad rule! 

1609 Shawnee Rd. 401 

iREDIFDRM I., 45462 

POLY PAK (50 SETS) 4P462 

Lima, Ohio 45805 11 • 
11-4-84 SIGNED /~ t?n( ~~ cf_, 

D NO REPL y NECESSARY D I' REPL y REQUESTED - USE REVERSE SIDE 

~~ --- -



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi David S. Hachen 

November 18, -~til 

It was wonderful seeing you and Pearl in Detroit - as it always :t.s. 

I r8ad a fcopy 6fi your letter of November .5 to Bill Blank in the 
reading file and I'm very much intrigued by the suggestion which 1.s 
con tained in paragraph two. It is intriguing and indicates that you 
and I appear to be once again on the same uave length. 

I'm firmly convinc~d that something ought to be done by the rabbinate 
to show t 10s e yot:ng3ter • at uhose weddin3s we do not officiate, that 
we do nonetheless not "reject them" - we are accused of doing. Some 
steps ou ht to be delineated •Thich we c--in tnke ill all good conscience 
and which will deminstrate our care for them. 

I've been talking to Joe Glaser along that line urgd.ngi him to take these 
steps as well as to Hax Shapiro. 

Why don't you pick a pen and drop a line to Joe telling him some of the 
things which you might have in mind. 

Again, all the very best to you 



Mr. Jerome Blattner 
1609 Shawnee Road 1401 
Lima, Ohio 45805 

Dear r. Blattner: 

August 17, 1981 

Many thanks for your letter of August 8. I am grateful 
to you for having shared with me your concerns regarding 
the question of rabbis officiating at mixed marriages. 
It is something which fs befng discussed on an on-going 
basis by the Central Conference of American Rabbis and 
your comments are of great interest. 

Uith every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



. , 

Dear Rabbi Schindlers 

JEROME BLATTNER 

1609 Shawnee Rd. Apt=401 
Lima, Ohio 45805 
August 8, 1981 

My wife Zerline and I feel strongly about the following 
subject. We would like you to give grave conderation to it. 

Intermarriage between Jew and Non Jew is a fact of life! 
Especially in a small community like Lima, Ohio. There have been 
many in the past few years. And, of course, adhering to the custom, 
these ~ouples ~annot be married by a Rabbirri¾os!ven by a Rabbi 
and a Christian Minister. The Rabbi here ana/\nearby refuse to 
do so unless the Non Jew converts. 

The result? A civil marriage and a complete loss to Jusiasm 
of the couple, including the Jewish member in many cases. Too, 
resentment is in the minds of the couple for life. Consider 
what the children of these couples will think of religion! 

Would it not be better if the Rabbi would try conversuon 
and, failing that, would marry the couple and hope the Non Jew 
would see the beauty and joy of Judiasm and eventually convext? 
As it is, the non Jew is either not responsive to any religion 
or might even begin to hate Judiasm because of this refuaal. 

I sometimes think the Rabbis who promulgated this rule 
or statute are living in another worldl They seemingly don't 
know what goes on in the "Non Temple" world! Living in a small 
community, we have many Non Jewish friends whose son or 
daughter have married a Jew. The parents are simply stunned at 
the r efusalof Rabbisand, at times, have had to resort to a 
civil ceremony, or bring in an unknown Rabbi from a distant 
city. They would have prefered Rabbis or Ministers they knew. 

We have just returned from Detroitwhere, we are told 
several of the Reform Rabbis will marry a mixed couple after a 
dialogue. This is the brightest li::l;ht we have heard.on this 
subject. Here, at last, could be the sa1M.ng of a Jewish 
person. the strong possibility of conversion by the spouse 
and most importantly for their offspring. 

You are embarking on a program of prosyliting of the 
non Jew. At the same time, you are assuring the refused non 
Jewthat he or she is not wanted as the mate of a Jew without 
converting. 

My cardioligist is new here. He is a Christian married to 
a Jewish woman. A Rabbi refused to marry them unless he converted! 
As a result he refuses to entlrr the Temple because he feels he 
is not wanted!It seems we have lost her ~aid future children) 
to Jusiasm . . 

Lets change this and do it now! 
Si~erely, ~ 
~✓-



Mrs. A. Ehrl f ch 
66 Fessenden Street 
Newtonv111e, MA. 02160 

Dear Mrs. Ehrlich: 

Your letter of o 
I hasten to resp 

While there are ~••~v1s.. 
mixed marriages,••••~ 
best of my knowl 
in E~gland will D'ft!~&1 
J w. I have al 
Americ n Rabbis, the 
told ~h1s 1s indeed t 
vid• the name of a ra 
daughter. 

October 28, 1980 

my attention 

.. 11111.-.,_,,,,,.:...,., _.. t-e11M1l~•ho p rf o rm 
nd. To the 
ess1ve rabbts 

Jew to a non­
nfer nee of 

rm J•da1 m, and am 
gret 1 cannot pro­
ceremony for your 

Shou1d your daughter and Ml411RQ•to-be wish to meet with a rabbi to discuss th jr s1tua on I wilt be happy to gfve 
you ome names Howev , ple know that such a meeting 
would be for counte111n pur~•IMhi- O~ly. none of the rabbis would agree to dotng a reltgtous m~-r.riage ceremony. As you 
~•n -pprec1ate, the Libera)/ ~m/Progre s1ve collHRUn1t1es of E rop• differ 1n many ways f om the American R form •ove­m nt and they tend to be much more trad1ttonally inclined 1n many ways, certainly tht 1s o fn regard to mfxed marr6tg. 
I regret that I cannot provide a more postttve response to 
your. query 

W1t~ every good wish, I•• 

Sincerely. 

Ed1th J. Miller 
A ststant to the Presid nt 
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1Iintllomt 
.S,,vin'I lhe 'J[,.f Ar.a S;,.C# 1916 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

FLINT, MICHIGAN 

/,,.- -<;·------ '";" 
/ 
--- ' ··, :r·--

J:.it,!~:· :. . . .,.,~~: . . :~~-... ...... t p , .--,. ~ . ... .io. 

h,:T. , - I Zlld l,'N:il.: ,1.::,--,,n 
t,.~ .. ..,. :,•IP', •A•~•-, 

F''. ,. , ' :;~( hff~s,'ff~-~: -Pi.:,,1-;-
Tlft,.ii.P.lrONi:" so,ish 9a9142 • 

CLIO .. AT PIERSON ROAD 

Bepterrber 18, 1979 

This morning, I turned on the television set and who do I see but your 

smiling face. You had a very interesting talk with Donohue, and I want 

you to know that you conducted yourself beautifully. Some of the questions 

were very difficult, but you answered them in a very astute way. 

It was wonderful seeing you on the tube and it brought back memories of 

old times when I sat on the Boa.rd with you and attended meetings in far­

away places with my wife. I must say that I can't remember any more 

pleasant experience in my life than the times we spent with you and Rhea 

at that resort in Connecticut . - the nane of which escapes me now-. 

My wife is very busy preparing our Sabbath dinner. 

I am coming to New York next week for a very joyful affair. My dear Aunt 

Evelyn Greenfeld, whom I know- you remember, is having an 83rd birthday 

celebration, and has invited all the available family to co~ to dinner 

at the Harmony Club. I am bringing our daughter Sally and her two children 

to visit their aunt whom they have never seen. 

Wishing you and yours a very Happy and Prosperous New Year, I am 

Yours truly, 

Lawrence Covitz. 

LC/nk 



·Ms. Sandra Joiner 
4661 Cooper Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 

Dear Ms. Joiner: 

Your note of September lZ 
good of you to write to -1~ 

posed during the recent 

September 19, 1979 

Let me clarify that the =~•i the 
Hebrew word for gentiles •--••-· .... •-~~-•-•• N1tMIIS. As 
with all words, the mann ing. 
I could use the word Je d of 
itself a derogatory word it is 90f!~ n a way shfch gives 
it a bigoted slant. 

Alas, in this imperfect world fn ctt l ¥et~ re are people of 
all colors and creeds and beliefs w --~~-ot rs, s0111etfmes by 
word, sometimes by deed, and sometimes b fifluendo. But I do want 
to assure you that when the word gpxim is ed ft is in actuality 
the Hebrew tenn for gentil&s. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 









September 19, 1979 

Ms. Terri Garfield 
612 Kings Cross Court 
W. Carrollton, Ohio 45449 

Dear Ms. Garfield: 

Your inquiry in regard to "Introduction to Judaism" has come to my 
attention. Please be advised that this is not a publication of t~e 
UAHC but rather courses which we offer in various sections of the 
country for people who wish to learn more about Judaism, either for 
the purpose of conversion or out of a desire to know more about the 
Jewish people and Judaism. 

I am sharing your note with the director of our UAHC Northwast Lakes 
Coundil, Rabbi David Hachen, and asking him to send you pertinent in­
formational materials on the study of Judaism. 

With every good wish, I am 

Si ncerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Rabbi David S. Hachen 
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Mrs . Louis I. Egel son 
Belvedere Apartment 805A 
3851 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45229 

Dear Gussie: 

September 19, 1979 

It was good hearing from you. I'm delighted that you caught me on 
the Phil Donahue Show. I had never heard of the program and am 
amazed at the number of people who view the show. I thought the 
program went very well and I was delighted by the articulate and 
movi ng statements made by some of the audience. 

We will be faci ng more and more mixed and inter marriage and I 
feel strongly that we must welcome the non-Jewish partners and 
t he new -Jews and bring them closer t o us. Bob and Pa ul a sound 
like a delightful couple and apparently her parents are fine people. 
You must be grateful that they have foundabbppiness and I am sure 
they will ever be a source of nachas to you and the family. 

hea joins me i n sendi ng fondest regards and our warm good wishes 
fo r a healthy, happy and sweet New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Temple Beth EL 7400 Telegraph at 14 Mzle Road· Birmingham, Michigan 48010 
Telephone 1313/ 851-1100 

March 7, 1979 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

DR. RICHARD C. HERTZ, Rabbi 

RABBI DANNEL I. SCHWARTZ, Associate Rabbi 

RABBI JEFFREY B. LAZAR, Educational Director 

IRVING I. KATZ, Executive Secretary 

JASON H . TICKTON, Music Director 

Thank you very much for your letter of March 2. 
I was familiar, of course, with the sources you 
mention in your letter. The Talmudic exception 
"mipney darchey Sholom" as well as the precedents 
of 1514 and 1515 would have no validity in Reform 
congregations in twentieth century America. As a 
Reform Jew, I would be inclined to be guided by 
the views of Kaufmann Kohler, who, as you know, 
started his American ministry in Detroit, and 
Gotthard Deutsch. I hope I am not in violation 
of "moreh halachah bifne rabbo" when I suggest 
that since Kohler and Deutsch, two great Reform 
theologians, leave it to each Reform congregation 
to make the decision, it would have been better, 
in my opinion, if your statement in The Annual 
Report would have stated that "Rabbi Kaufmann 
Kohler, the great theologian and past President 
of the Hebrew Union College, says that there is no 
law prohibiting the burial of non-Jews in Jewish 
cemeteries and that congregations may therefore 
make their own decisions on the matter". 

Best regards, 

~ 
Irving I. Katz, 
Executive Secretary 

Michigan's Oldest Jewish Congregation • Founded 1i1 Detrod 1850 





Hr. r. C:.nllalii.· Bl,lldll_. 
61 LoifeU 14 
Ciae:.a.llDissl• Ohta 4$2%0 

Dear Gersho11: 

It 

I 

.., 
wt ..-,poc1n•_. 

March 16, 1179 

th 
- O.t ....... 

nallcc>a-
1.nate n 

•d ev• 

.... .s.,, 
~tef 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

T. Gershon Blackmore 
615 Lowell 14 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

March 9, 1979 

I am a member of the HUC graduating class of 1979. Recently I met with 
Rabbi Malcolm Stern as part of rabbinical placement process, and, during our 
interview, the conversation turned toward the subject of my religious 
u15>bringing. When I revealed to Rabbi Stern that I am a convert to Judaism, 
he suggested that I write to you and share with you scmie of my background. 

I consider mys·elf a convert even though I am descended, on my mother• s side, 
from a large, Latvian Jewish family. My mother chose to abandon Judaism before 
I was born, and married my father, who is not Jewish. Essentially, I was 
raised in a non-Jewish home: no mention was made of my Jewish descent, 
or of the fact that, according to the halacha, I was born Jewish. Our family 
observed the Christian holidays, complete with Christmas tree. Judaism was 
never mentioned. In this context, I was a Jew only according to the ancient 
racial traditions of descent through the mother; according to Prof. Mihaly' s 
responslllll on personal status, a person of my background should be considered 
a non-Jew. 

When I was about fifteen years of age, I became interested, independently, 
in Judaism. To the initial consternation of my family, I began to take steps 
toward conversion. During this process, I discovered that, because my 
mother was Jewish, I did not need to undergo fonnal conversion. Nevertheless, 
I experienced, in embracing Judaism, all that a 11normal11 convert would 
experience. 

My interest in Judaism persisted until, today, I am on the verge of being 
ordained a rabbi. Naturally, the problems and joys faced by converts to 
Judaism is one of my major interests in the rabbinate. My experience in the 
field has shown that your recent statement on the need to make converts feel 
more at home has great relevance today. American Jewry has relied upon 
successive waves of immigration to rejuvenate Jewish life-the next wave, in an 
age of unparalleled freedom, will consist of those who have chosen Judaism. 

In addition, I am also interested in Judaism as lived in the small town 
environment. Small towns are where the problems of conversion (and especially 
intermarriage) are most acutely felt. Other issues, such as the difficulty 
of forming educational programs in the small-town environment, make the small­
town rabbinate a challenge. At present, I am working on a "Jewish one-room 
schoolhouse" kit with Betsy Katz at the Cincinnati Jewish Teacher's Center, 
which is designed for use in extremely small congregations. My interest in 
small towns stems from my conviction that smaller canmunities are desirable 
places in which to live an raise children, and from my belief that, in spite 
of the problems inherent in small town Judaism, a vibrant Jewish identity can 



J 

be maintained. Of the pulpite offered at present, Regina, Saskatchewan 
seems the most attractive. 

I hope the information that Rabbi Stern suggested that I supply to you will 
be of use to you. Thank you for your attention. 

::,-,-,~, ,,fe 
)Iii~ C ('e--,.J_ 

T. Gershon Blackmore 
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