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dex to consult with Glaser, Plaut r
'ommission.

wydia and Sandy to recommend Task Fo:
o0 be retained on Commission.

EMPHASTS
e from theory to program.

| to continue as chairman, Zimmerman

reion Programs
wrriculum

.» Introduction to Judaism course.



« Policy statement
(Seltzer and Kukoff to circulate
Los Angeles forms)

onversion Follow-Up

« GCertificate

Conversion Groups

asically congregational program

riorities
. Host families
. MNewsletter to be considered

pdate of Outreach Kits




l. Programs
[UC=JIR Qutreach Day

l1 for Post-Conversion Groups

mal Outreach Conference

lay 18-20, 1984

lew York

wals

t» Assertion of Pre-eminence

. Extend program to community agen
'+ Alter perceptions in larger comm

|. Message that Judaism is open
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1. Participants have requested .

2. Several signed up for Intro

3. People now know they ecan joir
. Changes

1. Want more synagogue things

2. Want more preparation

lixed married video tape
‘eacher/Educator workshops

ommission policy

eeping Posted or Reform Judaism art:



Currently 2 people are being pai
1. Chicago

2, Boston

= Decision

1. Take profits of Intro course:
Outreach Supervisor,

Capital Cifts

don to Judaism courses

Studies

m



L I

XL
L
=
—3
Z
L
.
(=









lere previously opposed to mixed marr
up to officiating at such ceremonies
1al, coordinated program, rabbis and
f in their own directions.

it a few publications available for {
ion materials are lacking. There is
sing the issue for non-Jews. The pu
th as Lydia's Choosing Judaism and an
+ excellent, but sparse. Current mat

A preliminary list can be assemble

iblication series. An Qutreach Libra

to include, among many other topics
oks, on "This Is Judaism." Mo curre
ce for a concerted OQutreach effort.
be created, and mixed media generall
the fullest extent possible.

irams have proven to be tremendously
omes out of thece weekend mestinos.



gin preparation OT a manual Tor the |
eate Outreach sales packages.

CENTRATION:

concentration for deliberation are:

ction To Judaism

ization of Jews By Choice

arriages =-- integration of non-Jewisl
n of Mixed Marriages

usly non-preferenced

hing programs

of Mixed Marriages and Intermarried



m, to plan, and to answer such quest

convert, how many will come to us i
» how many proceed, how many drop ou
e convert, why do some spouses in mi:
? While some research exists, it is
readily citable study.

t standards in consultation with CCAl
suggest an 18 week program, one even
t a 1ist of communities that current’
programming. (Lydia)

blish the Los Angeles curriculum wit
that the curriculum will be added to
ve this curriculum applied to those
have programs and courses run by us.
epare a packet with materials curren:
students, and with a teacher's editi¢
gpare an Outreach Jewish calendar, a
tapes. (Danny)

gin preparation of a rabbi's manual.

in ransn’



ON OF JEWS BY CHOICE:

new convert be welcomed into the com
s be made aware of the special needs
g the congregation?

onversion ceremony be public or priv
ccessful and unsuccessful public cer
tandardized ceremony?

regational committees, and members s

help in the development of programs
be invited to communicate with us th
or, until that is formed, a conagreg
They can inform us of their problems
to expect.

ices should have Qutreach committees
members, to coordinate activities.
0 the needs and problems of potentia



programs could be used for sensitizi
Iso be distributed to camps where chi
! made aware of matters relating to (
irials should have a guide with quest
racher's manuals.

not yet ready for self-syndication ¢
1 exists in the form of the Jewish Ck

e, or non-acceptance, by Israel, of
fhe problem was clear. We wish to ir
itrong tie with Israel. Israel does
; who were converted by Reform rabbis
;h their children, nor the children ¢
:her is Jewish but the mother is not,
! raised as Jews. This is an issue &
‘oach on this matter is to be totally
‘or change over time. This matter sk
‘orce. Funding in this area would fa
ere and in Israel.



eate videotapes to sensitize conareg
velop publications - books, pamphlet
tablish adult education classes.
eate courses utilizing existing and
ructure video courses.

search various areas and create a ya
measurement, plans and projections b
eate strong follow-through programs
ation of study after Introduction To
e Jewish Museums as a means of stren
past.

plore possibility of a "Travelling E
This could include such areas as The
This Is Judaism, ete.
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nvert takes it from there.

| with mixed married couples it is im
| non-threatening situations. They s
‘heir minds, why have they stayed awa

ieeting was held in Los Angeles with

mneral discussion: what did they feel
+ was a fair amount of hostility expr
dea of having an evening of discussi
gnorance re Jewish life and the Jewi
s found, the Jewish partner held the
t was an expression by those who part
0 continue.

ea of interest, and a good jumping o
is holidays.

‘filiation is important. Couples who
s are ipso facto more comfortable in
: 1ikely to bring their children up a

it AnnnTlas Anedda bha sanmeamss =



ims should be developed, to be approv

lestion to be addressed is how do we

ouples without indicating our accept
2 should be included in discussions

mmittee could funnel information bet
| &5

e lacking for programs oriented spec
wrfaith couples. Educational materia

of ordering our priorities and organ
neled through the Task Force.

meral agreement that it is of the ut
unicate our recognition of the child



ontact rabbis who perform mixed marr:
information from them, learn from ti
et rabbis of congregations to share 1
for purposes of study and research.
tudy what is going on around the cour
tudy the effects of non-Jewish partne
on children.

set with and involve in programming 1
Trustees of congregations.

zek out volunteers among therapists :
in the congregation, and form group:
individuals.

stablish a National Information Cente

MIXED MARRIAGES:

mixed married interfaith couples hay
: at all ages, but especially for col



= naue avallapie v CIliarers. S0
ed, and, over the long run, programs
mittees, youth groups, etc., address
mixed married/interfaith couples. §
veloped, as well, for life cycle tim
ried/interfaith couples.

uld address the matter of education
individual rabbi and family. There
's workshops. They should be sensit
s problem.

materials should be prepared for rab

1 programming is both lacking and re
t up to generate comprehensive and m
xed media - video, records, books, p
ventures should be explored with exi
C5, etc. There is need for a staff
rogram development and staffing shou
of the Department of Outreach.



is a viable method of reaching colle
iteful, informational advertizing cou
.ime of the High Holy Days and Passov
onsultation, publications, etc. A1
| of program would be to attract resp
ludaism classes. As such, this type

ructured around Introduction to Juda

in advertizing concept, an informatio
| be appropriate to attract voung Jew
mixed/interfaith marriages specifica
lemselves into the initial media cove

ertizing potential and possibilities
it be developed and tried, addressed
having a major event, at Carnegie Ha
with major entertainment figures, w
te heavy media coverage and attract
r of these proarams could proceed, t
‘jals and publications ready for dist
nd when information was regquested ma



steful, informational advertizing coi
time of the High Holy Days and Passo!
consultation, publications, etc. A’
d of program would be to attract resi
Judaism classes. As such, this type
tructured around Introduction to Jud:

an advertizing concept, an informatit
d be appropriate to attract young Jes
mixed/interfaith marriages specific:
hemselves into the initial media cow

vertizing potential and possibilitie:
ht be developed and tried, addressed
having a major event, at Carnegie H:
» With major entertainment figures,
ate heavy media coverage and attract
er of these programs could proceed, |
rials and publications ready for dist
and when information was requested m;



(Dick Cohen to begin assembling

USLY NON-PREFERENCED:

nce of educating and sensitizing the
ed. This would involve the introduc
ersome process. MNew rabbis are gene

traditional. Attitudes should be a
third years. Meetings should be arr
nd student bodies, and a committee o

s a meeting scheduled for June in Ne'
ked to come out with a unifying reso
nizing the problem, but declaring th
n addressing this issue. The rabbin
just as they react to being told wha
converse is also true. A common gro



and make recommendations for a full
short of that for sensitization thre
means (discussions, meetings, etc.)
HUC curriculum.

ive a Task Force meeting on a HUC cam
wise a conversion form and questiona
will elicit information from the con
Have Harry Fruehoff work on this.
‘eate a Research Institute.

.NTERMARRIED AND MIXED MARRIED/INTERF

n and anguish on both sides. Many p
mental group run in Boston.

i - books and pamphlets - should be p
| programs should be planned. Counse

made awara af tha znarial naade Af n



A Holidays series. (Danny)
| Records: Sandy and Lenny with Frue
| Program Development: Mark

Retreat Centers, regional Houses
College "Bayits," etc. (Mark)

e projects and facilities: Mark

if Inquiry and Communications: Dick
i11 be prepared as soon as possible
eas. Mark will coordinate.

ort will be apprised of our delibera
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in their own directions.

a few publications available for Out
n materials are lacking. There is r
ing the issue for non-Jews. The publ
as Lydia's Choosing Judaism and an ¢
ixcellent, but sparse. Current mater
A preliminary list can be assembled

lication series. An Outreach Library
:0 include, among many other topics,
ts, on "This is Judaism." No current
+ for a concerted Qutreach effort. #
! created, and mixed media generally
. extent possible.

ims have proven to be tremendously su
tes out of these weekend meetings. F}
:0 run them on a sustained basis.

*ams are required. There is no usefu



WIS AL IWN W Qe IusSid. Wil arg;

tion to Judaism and conversion cours
hrough programs for people who have
y Choice.

| to the non-Jewish partner in an int
| to the children of mixed marriages,
e age and also college students and
utreach to the religiously non-prefe
ing programs.

of mixed marriages and intermarried

0 JUDAISM:

mming lacks standards. In terms of
sses can range from 9 to 18 weekes,
re are no standard publications in u

is reviewing this whole area as a p
of the resolution adopted at the Bo
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loston curriculum and Jewish Family §
+ this curriculum applied to those co
1ave programs and courses run by us.

lare a packet with materials currentl
itudents, and with a teacher's editio
iare an Qutreach Jewish calendar, a §
.apes. (Danny)

n preparation of a manual including

Shelly and Sandy in consultation wit
ite series of video tapes--adult educ
1lave multi-uses, including various as
s well as religious school and adult

b1ish Scholarship Fund.

ite regularly scheduled weekend progr
ubsidized.

ite an Adopt-a-Family program.

‘te teaching workshops.

: more teachers and create a standard



I OIN LNE uevEIUPMENT OT programs a
: invited to communicate with us thrc
wr, until that is formed, a congregat
iey can inform us of their problems.
ect.

:es should have Outreach committees n
embers, to coordinate activities. F
the needs and problems of potential

in the process of or have recently E

or a committee should be appointed i
irposes, and to act as a support grou
‘ently enrolled in classes, and for n
1als and/or committees can also provi
itional information.

wld be prepared for congregations, m
Is, and what to expect. The pamphlet
ons," such as groupings, ceremonies,
i question should be addressed: shou
first year membership for Jews By Ch



s Or non-acceptance, by Israel, of J
@ problem was clear. We wish to inc
rong tie with Israel. Israel does n
who were converted by Reform rabbis.
| their children, nor the children of
er is Jewish but the mother is not,

. Jews. This is an issue among poten
on this matter is to be totally up f
e over time. This matter should be

g in this area would facilitate info
rael.

printed, audio and videa materials
oordinated with the Task Force.)
est the CCAR to prepare one or more
onversion ceremonies, public and pri
tain CCAR interface, keeping them in
ctivities. (Shelly)
regional offices to form an Qutreach
isting of lay and rabbinic members.



‘eate videotapes to sensitize congreg
welop publications - books, pamphlet
itablish adult education classes.
‘eate courses utilizing existing and
ructure video courses.

isearch various areas and create a ya
plans and projections based on resea
‘eate strong fallow-through programs
of study after Introduction to Judai
@ Jewish Museums as a means of stren
the past.

plore possibility of a "Travelling E
This could include such areas as The
This is Judaism, etc.
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tith mixed married couples it is impa
ion-threatening situations. They sha
vir minds, why have they stayed away,

iting was held in Los Angeles with 3

ral discussion: what did they feel

ias a fair amount of hostility expres
'a of having an evening of discussion
iorance re Jewish life and the Jewish
found, the Jewish partner held the n
1as an expression by those who partic
continue.

I of interest, and a good jumping off
's holidays.

liation is important. Couples who a
are ipso facto more comfortable in t
ikely to bring their children up as

1ith couples inside the congregation,



ition to be addressed is how do we ac
iples without indicating our encourag
12 rabbinate should be included in di
liaison committee could funnel infor
!, and HUC.

lacking for programs oriented specif
‘aith couples. Educational materials
(ted with the Task Force.

" ordering our priorities and organiz
1led through the Task Force.

iral agreement that it is of the utmo
iicate our recognition of the childre

) be suggested guidelines for partici
* in the congregation.



information from them, learn from the
rabbis of congregations to share the
for purposes of study and research.
dy what is going on around the count:
iy the effects of non-Jewish partner
ind on children.

t with and involve in programming the
lrustees of congregations.

¢ out volunteers among therapists anc
in the congregation, and form groups
individuals.

iblish a National Information Center
jider guidelines for synagogue partic
the non-Jewish partner.

[XED MARRIAGES:

ixed married interfaith couples have
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ione Ine goal of this HIEETJHQ shoul
rd children of mixed married couples
as that everything be made available
e established, and, over the long ru
camp committees, youth groups, etc.,
mixed married/interfaith couples.
loped, as well, for life cycle times
ed/interfaith couples.

d address the matter of education, a
dividual rabbi and family. There sh
workshops. They should be sensitiz
problem.

terials should be prepared for rabbi

programming is both lacking and requ
up to generate comprehensive and mul
d media -- video, records, books, pa
ntures should be explored with exist
, etc. There is need for a staff to
gram development and staffing should



onsultation, publications, etc. A 1
f program would be to attract respon
aism classes. As such, this type of
ictured around Introduction to Judais

advertizing concept, an informationa
e appropriate to attract young Jews
xed/interfaith marriages specificall
iselves into the initial media covera

tizing potential and possibilities,
be developed and tried, addressed to
ving a major event, at Carnegie Hall
ith major entertainment figures, was
heavy media coverage and attract ma
of these programs could proceed, the
1s and publications ready for distri
when information was requested mate

gramming generates further interest
. after the completion of an Introdu
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10w we would like to focus attention
)f Judaism, to its grandeur and unigu
.Dick Cohen to begin assembling names

.Y NON-PREFERENCED:

1 of educating and sensitizing the fu

This would involve the introductic
jome process. MNew rabbis are general
‘aditional. Attitudes should be addr
ird years. Meetings should be arranc
student bodies, and a committee of t

1an, David Belin, and Joe Glaser shou
m goal, and to determine what shoulc

| good data base was reemphasized, wi
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referenced as outlined in The Task F
he planning group should include som
utstanding experts in the field of ¢

ERMARRIED AND MIXED MARRIED/INTERFAIL

and anguish on both sides. Many par
ntal group run in Boston.

- books and pamphlets -- should be p
rograms should be planned. Counselo
of the special needs of parents of

interfaith couples.

should be planned and executed thro
Outreach. Initially, this Departmen
nd a secretary. There should be a r
on. Funding for the department shou
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projects and facilities: Mark
Inquiry and Communications: Dick Ce

1 be prepared as soon as possible in
1s. Mark will coordinate.

't will be apprised of our deliberati



longregational President:

the extraordinary success of our Ap:
titled "Meeting the Needs of Jews by
Force on Reform Jewish Outreach will
4 June 6-8 in Hew Orleans, Louisian:

be based at New Orleans' St. Charl«
nue, constitutes a unique opportunii
pouses, those in the process of com
es to share common concerns and art:
1 in a highly experiential setting.

is open to Jews by Cholce or conver:
gregation, as well as their spouses
11 be pleased to accept Jews by Cho:
ose applications and registration cl
. As we can accommodate a maximum .
11 be accepted on a first come, fir

har the nrooram participants will o



REGISTRATION (AT ST. CHA
WELCOME

SHABBAT SERVICE

KABBALAT SHABBAT

DINNER AND ZEMIROT

"WHY I CHOSE JUDAISM": Gl
P’BREBH._!..L.;E&BDHS FOR CHO(
ONEG SHABBAT AND BROWSNG

RESOURCE CENTER
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A. MY SPOUSE
B. MY PARENTS AND !
C. MY IN-LAWS

D. FRIENDS, OLD AN

BREAKFAST

"TAKING RESPONSIBILITY
PROGRAMS FOR JEWS BY C
THEIE CONGREGATIONS

ADJOURN



(City)

de) (Number)

STATE




Shabbat Evening Dinner

Zmirot

Welcome: David Belin, Cha
Task Force On BRe
Temple B'mai Jes
Des Moines, Iowa

Keynote Address:

"judaism's View
Historiec Perspe
Dr. Eugene Miha
Executive Dean
Professor Rabbi
letics, -HUC-JIR

Discussion

Chartared bus transportati



"A Jewish Sg

Ira Lipman
Temple Israe

"4 Jew By Ch
Ellen Sher
Isaac M. Wis

"A Congregat
Rabbi Robert
Beth E1 Cong

At Stouffer's Cincinna

"Welcoming and Integra
Into the Congregation
Program clinic - Sharing o

Chairperson - Lydia Kukoff
Coordinator,



L.

REGISTRATION (AT UAHMC BUILDT
WELCOME

SHABBAT SERVICE

fABBAL#.T SHABBAT

nxmn AND ZEMIROT

"WHY I CHOSE JUDAISM": GROUP
PERSONAL REASONS FOR CHOOSING
ONEG SHABBAT AND BROWSING IN

RESOURCE CENTER






REGISTRATION (AT UAHC BUILDIN
WELCOME

SHABBAT SERVICE

KABBALAT SHABBAT

DINNER AND ZEMIROT

"WHY I CHOSE JUDAISM": GROUP
PERSONAL REASONS FOR CHOOSING
ONEG SHABBAT AND BROWSING IN

RESOURCE CENTER
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D. FRIENDS, OLD AND NEW
HAVDALAH AND DINNER
"IF ONLY.. ."‘
A SHARING OF SUGGESTIONS TO ¢
JEWISH COMMUNITY TO THE NEED!

SHACK AND SINGIRG

"TAKING RESPONSIBILITY"

PROGRAMS FOR JEWS BY CHOICE

s AT TR AT ARTO



:itled "Meeting the Needs of Jews b
mity for Jews by choice to share c
:d aspirations, all in a highly exp

ls open to Jews by Choice in any UA
jed to accept up to three Jews by C
1se applications and registration ¢
J0. As we can accommodate a maximu
yplications will be accepted on a f

1at the program participants will r
| to initiate and coordinate new pr
it the entire congregation. A cop
1ised for your informatiom.

'se in your congregation whom you w
1, please:

12 individual £i11 aut the annlfcar



orce Member:

have received the announcement of ¢
the accompanying agenda. Enclosed
6 in anticipation of our sessions,

pies of the revised outline prepared

somewhat more detailed exposition of
the outline.

mographic data regarding the future
wish Community.

number of articles responding to Ral
11 for Outreach to the religiously r

amples of a program sponsored by the
deration which you might want to reg
n community.



)ym even a& cursory rcading of both th
m its earliest inceptions Judaism w
lth a message-of love, truth and jus
e people of Israel were bound to th
iant under whose terms it became the
ves of this faith to the four corne
wed both by personal and collective
others to volumtarily link their lo

m's "call" in Genesis 12, culminate:

56.



33-34  '"When a stranger sojourns ¥
mg. The stranger who sojourns with
g you, and you shall love him as ¥

‘he land of Egypt: I am the Lord you

6 "For you are a people holy to ti
has chosen you to be a people for h:
ples that are on the face of the ea:
"The word which Isaiah the son of Ar

It shall come to pass in the latte

f the Lord shall be estap lished as t



‘he holiest day of the Jewish year b
th people are again reminded of thei:
| for his refusal to preach the Lord
d's displeasure over his parochiali.
onah 4: 9-11: "The Lord said to Jon
d not labor nor did you make it gron
perished in a night. And should I i
hich there are more than 120,000 pe:

from their left and also much catt:

re s observation: "The conviction tl



ram of outreach to the religiously r
ontinuing polemic over the advisabil
les reflecting a diversity of points

enclosed.

is disagreement as to the nature ar

sequent to the Edict of Constantine
stianity as the State religion, it i
efforts seeking proselytes were cha
abbinic periods of Jewish history.

participation in religious disputati



Current Jewish Demographic Trends

phers and sociologists are generall:
future of the American Jewish commw
8 to the precise population figures
sible solutions for the problem. Wi
pted is that within the next 100 ye:
1 range anywhere from 1 - 3 million

equence of a declining Jewish birth
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chosen to retain their original non:
Jew, to forge social and cultural ti
looked and devalued. Milton Himmeli
ar more balanced view of the matter,
g numbers of Jews who marry non-Jews
8 decline in Judaism. This would be
ntermarriage in earlier generations
ity then, but it cannot...., If anyth

less ideological today, less rebelli



one has to be crazy to voluntarily |

time one can only conjecture that tl
ation of the American Jewish commun:
. of the state of Israel may have um
sing rate of intermarriapge nmngg.]’ei

ves to be different or marginal.

The American Jewish Futire

Views of Why Jews Should Remain Jews

de outstanding contributions to Ame:
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erations. I would like to believe 1
8 because I have a purpose, because
We are living in a world that seems
dness, to love, to human decencies.
o challenge the Jews to survive purg
L 10

ty Slonimsky, viewed Judaism as the
the future. On the occasion of the

:ment in New York City, he too posed

rommanta Are maet dnekvoantdus. M1y M
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: "Conversdion To Judaism From The Bi
; Hebrew Union College Press, Cincin

by Professor Ben Zion Wacholder in
ite that as late as the 1l4th and 15t
ctively engaged in seeking converts
f the Church, According to Wacholde
Simeon Ben Tzemach Duran, wished to
me of the 613 Mitzvot incumbant upo

ier references see: Edward H. Flanne
' The Macmillan Co,, New York, 1965,
! Jewish-Christian Argument," Holt,
3, A. Lukyn Williams, Adversos Juda
‘ess, 1935,

'x Jacob, "Christianity Through Jewi
¢ Press, Cinciomati, 1974, Joseph Kr

if The Oberammergau Passion Play," R
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m a maximum of 944,000 to a mini- ‘Jewry
mmof 10,420 assuming certain fertil- of the €
“mortality, and intermarriage rates. ~ More
llel Halkin's® provocative restate- the “opt
nt of Zionist principles rests largely proper1
predictions of a marked decrease in  titative

: size and viability of the American and 1o

vish population. The well publicized  well be

ding of the National Jewish Popula- the com
n Study (N.J.P.S.) that nearly one variety«
rd of American Jews marrying be-  Jewishp
sen 1966 and 1972 had intermar- might t
d, has reinforced the expectation of ing mor
liminution irrthe size of the Jewish  vidual |
mmunity, and by extension, in the ' cate an

ality and security of American Jewish | to a nu
:. Accordi
[n the context of this growing Jewish| duce ir
mmunal concern, two points might/ Jewish :
made. First, while a decrease in thel  ficult by
e of the American Jewish community benefits



ather than high ferﬁiiqr iﬂels‘DMigm-
ion decreased in the mid-1920s and
he rate of growth of the Jewish com-
nunity was further affected by a de-
line in fertility that began during or
sefore the Depression. Calvin Gold-
cheider® and others have suggested
hat this decline in Jewish fertility was
harper and more lasting than that for
he population as a whole. This is evi-
lent in the belated and restrained par-
icipation of American Jews in the
rost-World War 11 baby boom. Report-
ng on a community study of Provi-
lence, Rhode Island, Goldscheider
inds that Jewish women who married
wetween 1945 and 1954 averaged 2.2
hildren ever born compared to an av-
rage of 2.0 children ever born to

ewish women who married between |

930 and 1944. Moreover, the early

timan

sial. 1
581w
non-Jj
holds.
on th
cludes
living
sidere
versiq
baseli:
chang
terma
propr
of 5.3
— Inn
| no nel
| over 1
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b ey e
ewish population our attention now boom
ocuses on projections which apply cur-  grows
ent U.S. fertility rates to the Jewish  lierth
»opulation. sugge
Of critical concern in these projec- |Jewist
jons is where Jewish fertility stands in | severi
elation to the fertility of Americans as | along
1 whole. Results of major surveys in the | commr
.S, as well as Canadian census data | small
-onsistently place Jewish fertility 20-30 stress
sercent below that of the total popula- gatior
ion. However, with the drastic general  discu
decline of crude birth rates it may be andc
doubted—whether the 20-30 percent. eral ¢
differential has been maintained. A
total fertility rate 30 percent below the W
rate_1.7, which is the rate used in the
Census Bureau population projection, termi
would put Jewish fertility at 1.2 chil-  The
dren ever born per woman, an exceed- . inter
inolv low rate by any standard. On the N.J.F



rease. If more than 50 percent become
ews, the Jewish population in the next
eneration would increase! This points
o the importance of the attrition rate in
ssessing the demographic impact of
ntermarriage, and in the centrality of
ompeting definitions of Jewishness in
he calculation of generational gains or
0sSes,

In esumaung attrition rates, a num-
ser of complications emerge. The
\N.J.P.S. reveals that conversions to
ludaism (Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform) take place in 27 percent of
jusband-Jewish intermarriages and 3
percent of the wife-Jewish intermar-
riages; conversions out of Judaism are
far rarer. When enumerating Jews we
might begin by incduding offspring of
in-married families along with off-
spring of intermarriages where a con-
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nmunity of origin; conversions out{ uncertai
Judaism are rare; and Jewishness is | these qu
longer an impediment to occupa- | membes
nal mobility or economic success. Inf| stream |
» movie Pete 'n Tillie, Walter| schizopl
itthau explains why he insists on cal- ||| individu
g himself Jewish though he is three-!| membe:
arters Lutheran and only one- | intheir
arter Jewish: “I'm a social climber.” | nity cha
Though the net effect of intermar- “plete ac
ge and attrition rates on Jewish the Ord
pulation remains minimal, inter- Anex
irriage remains perhaps the most |interma
iotional domestic issue in American | general
wish life. This is hardly surprising. | While is
st, there seems to be a residue of | to be ac
womfort, even distrust, in the pos | nity org
re of Jews towards converts to Juda-¥ nificant
n. This attitude exists prtduminanﬂzj 60 perc
immigrant, older, or tradition not at al
rments of the community, Though commu
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lity or intermarriage rates as if they
eflect rational strategies plotwed by
ommunities in an effort to create an
optimal” population given a specific
st of membership needs and obliga-
ons.

For example, compare Jewish popu-
ition characteristics with those of an-
ther North American minority group,
1e Hutterites. The Hutterites are a
mall Anabaptist religious sect (num-
ering around 20,000 in 1970) best
nown to biologists and demographers
or their unusually high and apparently
ncontrolled marital fertility rates. Not
ppreciated is the extent to which
lutterite demographic characteristics
spresenta functional adaptation to the
snditions and possibilities of the local

nvironment and a chosen form of so-
al oreanization
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lynam:c s:~l:1l:|u|,11'.}r where all depends on
ontinuous growth of capital, labor,
nd output, which depend finally on
apid growth. High fertility, in the con-
sxt of colony division and relocation is
enefidal, vielding a continuous flow of
ibor, espedially child labor which is
sed extensively. In any case, parents
re not expected to support and raise
reir offspring; the community does
is. In this way, as long as new lands
in be acquired, the Hutterite society
ntinues to grow, following its own
iternal dynamic while coming into
mtact with the external world only on
ccasion,

In contrast to the Hutterite model of
ymmunity, we hypothesize a_Jewish
iwodel comprised of concentric circles
ith an intensely committed Jewish
ire and decreasing lTewish commit-
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tional response to the impending popu-
lation decline. Jewish parents have al-
y made an accommodation: while
t would prefer that their children
intermarry, no longer do they au-
tgmatically break ties with those who |

 Ours is not the conventional view,
that “intermarriage is the price modern
Jewry must pay for freedom and equal-
ity in an open society.” As seen in the
evidence of shiftung attitudes, that
“price”—a reduction in community size
and viability—may not be as high as
once feared. Intermarriage can also be
seen as contributing to the achievement
of community objectives. Consider the
array of political responsibilities facing
American Jewry.

American Jewish political influence
has been due in part to the concentra-




omise between the traditional vidual Jews
of the family and the modern has estimat
of educational and professional $350 or $1,
pation for both men and women.  ily of four.
hermore, continuing low fertil- /// This weal

. group-level advantages as well. | (is created by
ler again the tasks facing the or4 | tion, with ti
d Jewish community, which ing liul
1 sophisticated, competent popu-| |Given avail
with essentially middle class| munity,ala
teristics: the community as it is.| implies a s
political influence, which seems | ture orahe
ess of community numbers, is | suggest tha
on the human and material re- | which the |
s which the Jewish community ~ will not be

obilize. Some of these resources f Any sign
anneled into the political process | family size
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Jewish community services, while

‘graded according to ability to pay, add
significantly to the burden of the aver-

age Jewish middle class family. Some
would say that this burden is already

excessive. Ifit uunrcasnnahiemcxpoct
significant increases in Jewish institu-
“tional Tevenues, what alternatives re-
main? One option suggested by
Bergman is a massive re-allocation of
resources away from welfare needs into
yvouth services and education. While
there is clearly room for cutbacksin the
area of health care (as government in-
volvement increases), other welfare
needs may not be as expendable. For
example, a decision to cut back on care
for the aged would meet with strenuous
opposition, not only from the many
Jewish leaders and professionals with
direct vested interests in the nernema-
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voluntary affiliation with the com- ity as n
ity pose problems of definitionand commur
meration which must be resolved.  ingthee
Ve are not advocating high inter- fertility
riage rates or low fertility rates. In we have
event, the health of the community  graphic
| the strength of its institutions ~ function
‘ht not be evaluated solely in terms  obligatic
intermarriage and population sideratic
1ds. ing tend
listorically, Jews have survived asa in the 1
mnant community” rather than “blame”
ough the force of numbers. Whena  tions for
id increase in intermarriage rates Jewsare
1cides with the dramatic growth of  sea; ratl
ish studies programs in American adaptin
leges, excessive pessimism or op-  stances.
=
Foofnotes

Elibu Bergman, “The American Jewish Popula-  ity,” Social
Erosion,” Midstream, October, 1977 pp. 9-19.  pp. 173-1
wn mrnisctione were develoned by H. Leiben- 4, Fred b
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sh population in the United States non-Jewi
early 6 million “was already in scope of
:nce during the Bicentennial. The methodo!
on has two causes: an American deriving
sh birthrate below the replacement marriage
_which is the level at which the - On a
\lation naturally replenishes itself; - retention
an increasing rate of attrition  offspring
ng American Jews, which is the _definitive
at which individuals born as Jews izing infi
their Jewish identity. 2 level, Si
the size of the American Jewish = 1971 tha
slation was exclusively reliant on children
ral causes—the balance between being rai
15 and deaths—it most likely. would 22 perce
atain the sieady state at which it~ in Wash
led off in about 1970. But in the By cor
of American Jewry, the lgil_'ﬂ'l_r:l'.c- ‘tions on
hrate linkage that traditionally d=-° an aver:
iines the growth and size of 2 of the of
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n of losses caused by the conse-
es of intermarriage and the as-
.d defections, conscious or other-

:re are various measures of Jewish
itment including affliations, e.g.
»gue membership; membership in
f the array of American Jewish
izations; participation in fund-
g for Jewish causes, including the
bracing federations; solicitation
enation for autonomous institu-
ind programsin the Uniied States
srael; observance of Jewish law,

and custom; and acquisition,
it and provision of an educa-
in particularistic Jewish subject
r. Though there are no definitive
ics on the quality of commitment

Gerican Jews, available data sug-
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ger is overwhelmingly hostile), the
ginal objectives are largely fulfilled.
their pursuit, the three institutions
e distinguished themselves with
lificant . accomplishments, valuable
itributions and proud histories. But
historical context in which these
inctions were achieved no longer
its. By now, the defense priorities

reversed, and rather than fortifica-

1 against external encroachment, the
inunity is more in need of a sort
inner fortification against external
D[Pl]ﬂ'ﬂ.

dkewise a response to a unique set
historical requirements, and now a
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icture of American Zionist organiza-
15. Many American Jews understand-
y fail to comprehend why the Zion-
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e to the maintenance of a Jewish
ty. As for the definition of an
ive Jewish education,” one most
to have an impact on the main-
2 of Jewish identity, Himmel-
'ound that 2 minimum of 3,000
of instruction was required. This
of education would require an
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attendance at a supplementary
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. patiern that emerges here is one
array of organizations, overlap-
jurisdictions and geological lay-
coordinating mechanisms. Many
+ cells in this matrix can trace
origins to proud, and even he-
unctions, which, with the passage
e and events, have become ob-
in terms of contemporary needs.
a broad spectrum of Zionist
s continues to exist, reflecting the
e colorations of pre-lsrael Zion-
litics and ideologies. All of these
raise budgets, maintain bureau-
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