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Todd W. Schwindt 

August 26, 1991 
16 Elul 5751 

1345 North University Drive 
Fargo, ND 58102 

Dear Mr. Schwindt: 

It was heartening to learn of your interest in Judaism and I 
assure you we of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
will do our utmost to help you in your desire to study 
Judaism. 

The UAHC has an excellent outreach program with Coordinator 
in our 14 regional offices throughout the country. Our 
Chicago office is the closest to you and I am sharing your 
letter with our Great Lakes Council/Chicago Federation 
Outreach Coordinator, Mimi Dunitz. She will be in touch 
with you with information on books, resources and all manner 
of data to help you in your pursuit of knowledge about 
Judaism and the Jewish people. 

We do have a synagogue in Fargo, but at the moment they are 
not being served by a rabbi. I will be touch with the 
president, Mr. Mark Fasman, as well as a member-family who 
happen to be dear friends of mine, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Feder, 
so that your name and your interest in Judaism will be 
known to them when you go to Temple Beth El. It is located 
at 809 South 11th Avenue and the telephone number is 232-
0041. This temple also serves the Moorhead community. 

I wish you well in your search for a meaningful faith and 
way of life. 

cc: Ms. Mimi Dunitz 
Mr. Mark Fasman 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr, and Mrs. Paul Feder 



Todd W. Schwindt 
1345 North University Dr. 
Fargo, North Dakota 58102 

August 18, 1991 

Rabbi Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 
I am writing you in search of ~ yice on a spiritual dile~.ma. I was raised in 
the Roman Catholic faith. For about the past two years, I am now twenty three, 
I have been less than happy with the church and the teachings it is handing 
down. Maybe it is that I have grown old enough to see what seems to be a faith 
founded not so much on the teachings of God, but rather in trying to matntain 
its parishoners. 

I have speant many days pondering over potential solutions, so that I might 
return to performing the good works of God. It then occurred to me that con­
verting to a faith which taught and practiced the teachings of God, handed down 
by Moses, was in most likelihood the best solution. Judaism seemed to be, from 
what little I have read, to be such a faith/way of life. 

I believe that Judaism is the answer for one reasean which stands out in my mind, 
It is a way of life which is founded on the teachings of Moses and the traditions 
carried out for centuries. If you could provide me with information on conversion 
to Judaism and books which I might read about the faith, and/or people who I 
might speak with in my area I would be ever greatful. 

Thank you for your time. I can be reached at the above address or by phone 
at (701)280-0496 during the evenings. Also if you could provide me with a list 
of Synagogues in the Fargo-Moorhead area where I might begin my study of the 
faith while I finish pharmacy school, I would be very appreciative. 

Sincerely, 

Todd W. Schwindt 
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Ms. Dorothy M. Wright 
URH 621 Daniels Hall 
1110 West Green Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Dear Ms. Wriglt: 

February 14, 1986 
5 Adar 1 5746 

Your letter of February 8 has just reached me and I hasten to reply. 
First of all, however, let me express my wann good wishes on your 
forthcoming marriage. I wish you and your f1ance well, may you be 
blessed with a mariage which brings much happiness, beauty and fulfill­
ment to you both. 

Unfortunately, I would be negating everything that I stand for were I 
to recolllllend a rabbi who might perform your marriage ceremony with a 
Catholic priest. Indeed, I am not even certain I know of anyone in 
your neea who would do such a ceremony but I really do not approve of 
such interfaith wedding ceremonies. You not that your husband-to-be 
bel~ngs to a symagogue and I would urge that he discuss your plans with 
his rabbi. Perhaps the three of you might talk together, it would most 
probably be helpful. 

I am enclosing herewith the Union's Catalogue and I have checked some 
books which would be of interest and help. They can be ordered directly 
from our pulications office. 

Alease do not hesitate to contact me if I can help you in any other way. 
I do hope you understand and appreciate my situation 1n regard to inter­
faith ceremonies. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit 
Emanuel Congregation 
5959 North Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

Dear Joe: 

October 22, 1985 

Thank you for your letter in regard to Divre Gerut and the work 
of your committee. 

Let me assure you that I do not intend to raise this matter in 
my President's Message. There 1s no need to worry. 

Looking forward to seeing you 4nd with warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Joseph A. Edelhelt 
October 4, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of the American Hebrew Congregations 
838 57th Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

I hope this note finds you well and that your High Holy Days 
and Sukkot have been enriching and serene. 

I am writing at the suggestion of Joe Glaser, who explained to 
me that you raised some issues with him regarding standard­
ization of conversion procedures. He told me that he sent 
you a copy of the Divre Gerut, which had bee n . edited under 
my chairship of the C.C.A.R. committee on Gerut. This is 
the first time in over 90 years that the conference standardized 
any procedures. With the close relationship betweeri that 
committee and the then taks force on outreach, the issues of 
procedures were carefully evaluated. There is no doubt in 
my mind that there are individual collegues who choose to be 
either more Mahmir over and against those who are again, in 
my opinion, Makiel. 

What ever the individual procedure might be, the Conference is 
on record in suggesting the procedures as you see in the 
Divre Gerut. If you are of the opinion that those procedures 
should be stricter, then I urge you to suggest that to your 
collegues at the C.C.A.R. convention i n Snowmass this June. 

I would be uncomfortable having this issue raised at the UAHC 
Biennial in Los Angeles, because the nautre of those procedures 
are intricately woven into a rabbi's preception of his/her 
role with the Ger. I hope that you will urge our collegues to 
pursue for themselves higher standards, but the place for that 
urging belongs among rabbis. I hope that you will consider my 
thoughts, and I would be more than happy to help you in what 
ever way possible, if you need any explication of how the 
Divre Gerut was put together. My best to you in the days ahead. 

Most Sincerely, 

l=MANUEL CONGREGATION 

G% H North Shl'rirla n Roarl Chicago, Illinois 60660 (312) 561 -5173 Study 
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Ms. Patricia levy 
Box 673 
Robinson, IL 62454 

Dea r Ms. levy: 

August 12, 1985 

Thank you. I am deeply grateful to you for your beautiful letter. It 
was good of you to share with me a bit of your background as well as 
your thoughts on your Judaism. You are Indeed a very proud Jew and I 
am grateful to you for writing to me as you did. 

Judaism has gained greatly from new Jews who have chosen to join our 
faith and our people. I take great pride In the fact that Reform Move­
ment has made excellent strides in terms of welcoming and accepting our 
Jews by Choice. It Is my prayer that the day will come whene•he total 
Jewish community will be as open and gracious as our own Movement. That 
Is not 6o say that even our Reform community cannot do better In terms 
of our attitudes to Jews by Choice and I assure you we1~111 always seek 
to strengthen and enhance our acceptance of all who choose to become a 
part of the Jewish community. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish to you and your family, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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November 30, 1983 

Dr. Sumner Hagler 
1430 N. Arlington Heights Road 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004 

Dear Dr. Hagler: 

Thank you for your very thoughtful letter. I appreciate your having 
shared your thoughts and concerns with me. 

I hope you understand I am loathe to dictate what must in the final 
analysis be left to the conscience of the individual rabbi. Yes, 
there are rabbis who will perform interfaith marriages. There are 
rabbis who will perform such marriages only in very specific situations. 
There are rabbis who will not perform such marriages no matter what the 
circumstance& It has always been my feeling that each rabbi must make 
a personal determination on t.~is kind of question. And, I simply will 
not, cannot, dictate to the conscience of any individual. 

With appreciation for your understanding and with kindest greetings, I 
am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Joseph A. Edelhelt 
Sinai Temple 
2800 Franklin Street 
Michigan City, IN 46360 

Dear Joe: 

June 21, 1983 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter in regard to the handling of the 
question of rabbinic officiation at Interfaith marriages. Joe, let me 
assure you that I am confident everything will be worked out to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. 

Sandy Seltzer has done an excellent draft memo on this subject. It seems 
to be meeting with the approval of all who have read it. I am certain 
this merro will help us bring the matter to a suitable conclusion and that 
It will meet with the approval of everyone involved. You will, of course, 
be kept apprised. 

With fondest regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheil 

.,June 16, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander M. Sch tndler 
Union of American Hebrew Co_ngregatrons 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

G;~ 

~~~ 
0r 
. p .~ wY\ 
~V" Qfo ~ 

Thank you very much for your 
congregation on the event of 
was deeply appreciated. 

~~c 
very gracious letter to my Ot/)~ 
i'ts 70th Anniversary. It - 1::) \J 

I am very concerned followi'ng the Executive Board Meeting 
that there is still no cle~r cut vision of what is going 
to occur at the Houston Biennial with regard to a statement 
on the question of rabbi'nic officiation of mixed marriages 
coming forth from the Task Force/Commission. I am hopeful 
that you will take this opportunity, having been party to 
the discussion at the Executive Board, and understanding 
the consensus of that Execut H,e Board that you might now 
be more directive in the context of an area which I know 
we both agree is a rabbinic area solely. I would be 
satisfied with a statement coming forth from the Task Force 
that said the issue had been carefully studied and debated 
and its conclusion is simply that the issue belongs within 
the rabbinate and continued dialogue in the specific congre­
gation, the }iity and the congregational rabbi. For me, it 
is the most honest statement and does not rai'se the spectre 
of some of the unfortunate language of both Sandy and Mel's 
papers. Though I may only be a voice of one, as a rabbinic 
colleague on the Task Force, I hope that you will take due 
consideration of what I think has been an inordinate amount 
of time spent on an issue that should not have ever been an 
issue of the Task Force. I am fully confident that Gunther 
will be able to find whatever means to correct the direction 
that has currently been taken, but I am even more confident 

Mr 
'TEMPLE 2800 F mnkUn Stmt M ichigan City, IN 46360 (2 19) 874-4477 Study 

(2 19) 874-6475 H ome 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
page 2 

June 16, 1983 

that as the ~bbl of the UAHC and as its spiritual leader, you 
can set the tone by saying; we have discussed it and debated 
it and now it belongs where it has always belonged, within 
the CCAR. I hope you will not take umbrage at the presumption 
of this letter or its tone. I am very excited about the work 
that the committee has done and has yet to do and fearful that 
the unfortunate misdirection of this topic will only lead us 
more astr-ay. I thank you for this opportunity and look for­
WJard to our contined work together. 

JAE/dk 

cc Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Rabbi Gunther Plaut 
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 

Mos s·ncerely, 
I 

i 
i 

A. Ede 1 he it 



Mr. Herbert S. Wander 
Katten, Muchin, Zavis, 

Pearl and Galler 

November 29, 1982 

4100 Mid-Continental Plaza 
55 Ewst Monroe Street 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Herb: 

Wt was good hearing from you and I am grateful for your 
thoughtfumness. The findin ,sin the recent Jewish ,oou­
lation Study of M~tropolitan Chicahg are of ~reat interest 
to me. I thank you for having shared this data with me, 
it will be most helpful. 

I enjoyed meeting you and it is my hope our paths will 
cross again in the future. Until then, warm good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MEMO FROM 

HERBERT S. WANDER 

November 19, 1982 

To: Rabbi Alex Schindler 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I certainly enjoyed your remarks at 
lunch today. 

We recently completed a new Jewish 
Population Study of Metropolitan Chicago. 
Our preliminary results have just been 
announced (they are preliminary - not yet 
foi publication - and we intend to refine 
them) . 

I think you might find inte resting 
the findings concerning how children of 
mi xed marriages are raised (pg 17). I 
mentioned our results at the GA last week 
and indicated that more positive efforts 
have to be devoted to mixed marriages. I 
was surprised that my remarks were not 
well received by s ome. 

cc: 

Best regards. 

Dr. Steven B. Nasatir 
Dr. Peter Friedman 

JEWISH FEDERATION/JEWISH UNITED FUND OF METROPOLITAN CHICA 



KATTEN, MUCHIN, ZAVIS, PEARL & GALLER 
A LAW PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS 

4100 MID-CONTINENTAL PLAZA 55 EAST MONROE STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 



abbi Javi Poli5h 
Beth Em'.!t .'1e Fne Syna o.,ue 
120 Lee Street 
E anston, IL ~0202 

Dear David: 

March 16, 19, 2 

I appreciate your writfo n your thoughtfulness ii sharing your 
.oluir. pdor ~o its ptk,licatio,1 i the Jewir, entinel. 

t rec~ 11 your cau tfons as th~ appea eG in th . :.fen1 ce Journa 1 . 
11!e can certainly agree to disagree a reeab1y! 

With warmest regarJ t 1 t,ayit, I am 

Since ely. 

, ex nd r M. :"'ch ·wJler 



RABBI DAVID POLISH 

BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

12 □□ LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLIN0IS 

60202 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Shalom, Alex, 

March 11, 1982 
16 Adar 5742 

In a forthcoming column in the Jewish Sentinel of Chicago 
(copy enclosed), I am raising some concerns about the 
outreach program which has been launched by the Union. 
It is only fair that you should see it before the is sue is 
in print. 

Needless to say, my esteem for you and my enormous 
regard for your achievements are in no way affected by 
my attitude on this particular issue about which, inciden­
tally, I had also written about two years ago in the 
Conference Journal. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

fe~-✓ 
RABBI DAVID POLISH 

DP:by 
Enclosure 



Rabbi David Polish 

I have growing reservations about programs within Jewish life for outreach to 

non-Jews. From the outset, I should stress that these reservations do not apply to 

all efforts being made toward bringing mixed families and their children into Jewish 

life. For them we should engage in a vigorous program of outreach, education and 

help so that they could in time become united Jewish families. Obviously, even in those 

cases, we cannot attempt to proselytize any devout Chrisitans (married to J e ws ) 

who do not wish to abandon their faith. 

I believe, however, that forsome the concept of outreach includes many other 

genti les who are not intermarried and not identified with churches. Somehow, 

programs of this sort develop a life of their own, especially when they are handsomely 

funded and begin to go beyond boundaries that may not be as carefully defined as they 

should be. I would feel much more secure about this issue if agencies developing 

outreach programs were to specifically state that they are limitin~ themselves only 

to intermarried families. 

One reason for concern is that some Christian bodies and individuals have begun 

to detatch themselves from proselytizing among Jews. We should recognize that 

this is a major concession because, from the beginning of Christianity, proselytizing 

was considered to be the central "mitzvah" of Christianity. Jesus commanded his 

disciples to go out into the world and make converts in his name. For a Christian 

or a Christian group to renounce this "mitzvah" is a major development in modern 

religion. 

In 1958 Reinhold Niebuhr, writing in the Journal of the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis said, "The Christian majority can achieve a more genuine tolerance 

only if it assumes the continued refusal of the Jew to be assimilated either ethnically 

or religiously. That recognition involves an appreciation of the 
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resources of Jewish life, morally and religiously, which make Judaism something 

other than an inferior form of religion such as must ultimately recognize the 

superiority of the Christian faith; and end its long resistance by capitulation and 

conversion. 11 

In 1969 the Catholic Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity stated, "Relations 

between Christians and Jews have for the most part been no more than a monologue. 

A true dialogue must now be established ... the condition of dialogue is respect for 

the other as he is, for his faith and religious convictions. All intent of proselytizing 

and conversion is excluded. t1 

Most recently, Dr. Harry James Cargas, speaking at the Catholic St. John's 

University said, "Heavy Christian emphasis on missionizing should be re-directed 

toward perfecting individual Christian lives. Missionary efforts, however well 

intentioned, are generally not as well received by the intended beneficiaries as they 

are enthusiastically endorsed by those of the performing group. Perhaps Christians 

might comprehend this better if they try to imagine how they would react if Jews 

tried to convert us to Judaism. t1 

Even some Evangelical bodies have been considering their proselytizing program 

toward the Jews. 

In light of all this. it would be a serious moral and political error to engage in 

Christian 

such activities as would prompt A individuals and bodies to reconsider their own 

program and return to the central t1mitzvaht1 of Christianity. This is no time for 

inter-religious competition, and possible conflict. After all, why shouldn't Christians 

go after "unsynagogued" Jews? 
In this context, I would hope that the title, "Jews by Choice," conferred on and by 

converts ought to be changed. It is an invidious title which suggests that vast numbers 

of born Jews are not so by choice. Certainly at the very least, the victims of 

the survivors of the death camps, Russian refuseniks 

twentieth century persecution ,Awho could have chosen to abandon their Jewishness 
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in.stead So are countless others. 

and.Aclung to it with devotion, are Jews by choice . A My suggestion would be that an 

appropriate Hebrew name be designated; certainly the name Ger is a noble title. 

In addition, I would suggest. that after a reasonable period of time, bearers of that 

title be allowed to drop it once and for all since they have been absorbed into 

the Jewish community. This would be no different fron~ the title "Naturalized 

Citizen" which is dropped when such a person becomes integrated into the American 
becomes 

society- and /1 just a plain citizen. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

f 



Ms. Leslie Simon 
UAHC 
100 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Leslie: 

December 14, 1981 

Thank you for keeping me posted. 

The Biennial was great! I'm sure yo•'ve heard by now, of 
course, that the video tape w sup r. You looked just 
beautiful and when you talked - ecr p arls. We all love 
you. 

Fondly. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Ms. Leslie Simon 
UAHC 
100 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Leslie: 

December 14, 1981 

Thank you for keeping me posted. 

The Biennial was great! I'm sure you've heard by now, of 
course, that the video tape was super. You looked just 
beautiful and when you talked - sheer pearls. We all love 
you. 

Fondly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Dear Friends: 

CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

JOINT UAHC/CCAR 
TASK FORCE ON 

REFORM JEWISH OUTREACH 
CHICAGO AREA (312) 782-1477 

PROGRAM CONSULTANT: 
LESLIE SIMON 

December, 1981 

At a recent workshop, one of our participants recommended that we send a note 
to each of the Chicago area synagogues requesting that they place a notice about 
Chicago Reform Response in their synagogue newsletters. All of you recently re­
ceived a letter describing our task force and outlining our goals, and I would 
like to ask that you refer to that letter in preparing Your announcements. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to let all of you know about our 
two major progranming efforts this year. The first event is a Forum on Intermar­
riage and Conversion to be held at Spertus College of Judaica on Sunday, February 
7, from 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The Fonnn will be sponsored by th~ American 
Jewish Canmittee, the Chicago Board of Rabbis, the Jewish community Centers, Jew-
ish Family and Community Service, Jewish Federation, Spertus College of Judaiea, 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and United Synag()CJtle of America. We 
will send more specific information as soon as it becomes available, but I hope 
in the meantime you will urge congregants to reserve the date. It would be very 
help~ul for future progranning within your congregation if you could have at least 
one representative at this major event. 

Our second effort is a series of follow-up Workshops on Intermarriage and 
Conversion to be held at a number of local congregations. These workshops will 
offer an oppartunity to explore some of the issues and problems in greater depth 
in a more intimate setting. Hopefully they will serve to focus attention on the 
need for further programm.i.ng, and congregations will have an opportunity at that 
time to evaluate some of these options. Listed below are the dates and locations 
of scheduled workshops: 

Jan. 24 
Feb. 7 

20 
27 

Mar. 13 
27 

Etz Chaim 
FORUM, Spertus College 
Sholom 
Oak Park 
Anshe Sholom 
Jeremiah 

Apr. 17, 24 
May 1 

Beth Emet 
Beth 'l'ikvah 

During the next month, I will call each Chicago area congregation in order to ask 
if you would like to participate in one of the workshops and if so, with which 
congregation. I hope you will agree not only to attend, but to participate ac­
tively in the planning and presentation of the program. 

Cordially, Leslie simon 

Sponsored By: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS, 100 W. Monroe, Chicago 60603 
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FORUM ON INTERMARR I AGE l\ND CONVERSION 

'l'he program wil l take place Sundily, February 7, 1982 at Spertus College of 
Judaica . It will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a . m. and will 
conclude at 4 : 30 p.m . A l i9ht buffet luncheon will be included for t hose 
who pre-register. Registration fee will be $7.50 per person . 

Session I 
Introduction of program and speaker. 
Keynote speaker : Will revi ew recent studies and programs about i ntermarriage 
a nd conversion ; will suggesl q_ucstions Lllld issues for conf~i.dcration in the 
context of the Forum . Question period to fo]low . 

Sessi on I I 
Panel : How Our Re l igious Leaders Respond . 'l'his discussion will be sponsored 
by the Chi cago Board of Rabbis and will include a rabbi from each of the four 
movements of Judaism . Moderutor to be decided . The presentation und discus­
sion wi ll center around factual information , historical and socia l background, 
and personal religiou s positions . 

Break for lunch and informal conversation. 

sess i on III 
Workshops . Partici pant s wil l choose one of six workshops from the following : 

Th e.,5e. h a ve. he en 
C han3e d. See. 
a Ha. c.-h ed. 5 hee..--1-. 

Developing a Jewi sh Identity : 'l'he Process 
Deve l oping a Personal Response to Intermarriage and " New " Jews . 
Fami l y Relationships : Extended and Nuclear Families. 
Parents : What Can I Do If My Child Intermarries? 
Community: Where Do I Fit In? 

Information: Co unseling Services, Conversion Procedures nesource People 
Each workshop will have two facili taters . One will be provided by t .he J . F . C . S . 
and will be a trained counselor. The other will be provided by the U. A. 11 . C . 
and will be someone with personal experience in the area of focus . 

Session IV 
Panel : What have we learned? Moder ator will be Alan Bregman . Panelists 
will sum up their descussions and will respond to audience comments . Rabbi 
Bregman will draw the parts of the discussion together and conclude the 
program . 
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WORKSHOPS 

Intermarriage 
"W11at decisions will intermarried couples have to nia}:e? What urc sorrc 
of the !Jroblems which may confront thein? How do families respond to the 
intermarriage of a. son or daughter? Ilow does tho carmw1ity res1-X)nd to inter­
rmrried COU}?les? now might they respond? 

Conversion 
vs]hat is involved in the process of conversion? 1-'lhat arc SOL"C of the prob­
ler.1s which may confront a person who chooses Judaism? What are sonc 
of the pleasures? 

Parents 
How do parents respond to interrrarriage? How might they res1,,ond? What can 
parents do with younger children to encourage them to choose to create 
Jewish lnncs . as adults? 

CCJrrnunity 
n.s rne:mLers of the Jc.uish ccmn.unity, l,o,;,1 do \'le feel alout intermctrried 
couples? AJ:out "ne,;,-l'' Jews? How do Vie respond to there:.? Are there tllings 
that we can <lo to help integrate them into the cor::munity? 

Progrurns 
What can you do in your synagogue or organization to help integrate 
interrnarried couples and "new" Jews into Jewish life? h1hat are the 
difficulties or sensitive areas of wqich you should l:::e at;ra.re? 



CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON INTERMARRIAGE & CONVERSION 

I. Brief Introduction. A person who was at the Forum at Spertus should 
introduce the workshop, talk about the reasons for this (congregational) 
workshop, and mention some of the issues and information covered at 
Spertus. 

II . Ask the Rabbi. Review of basic information about marriage, intermarriage, 
and conversion. Participant questions. 

III. Panel discussion. Moderator can introduce this section by relating own 
experiences and thoughts. Se attached questions. 

IV. Workshops. Might include any from the following, depending on congregation: 

a. Parents of Intermarried 
b. The Process of Jewish Identification 
c. Problems and Issues in Family Relationships. 
d. Fitting into the Cormnunity 
e. Developing a Personal Response to "Intermarrieds " and 

"New Jews." 
f . Congregational Prograrmning 

V. Review and Conclusion. Workshop leaders will briefly mention the key 
issues discussed and/or conclusions. Moderator will draw all together 
and conclude. 
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',JORK5110P ON INTERMAl{ll.lAGE AND CONVEl{SION 

Ask the Rabbi 
This session will be concerned 1vilh 91v1ng specific Information and 
with resolving confusions and uncertainties based on misconceptions ,rnd 
lack of information. 

Review of materiul from 20/20 
Any other questions or issues 
\✓hat would participants like to discuss in future sessions (per-1,aps 
we can integrate their suggestions and requests into our own). 

Materials: Ask the l\abbi, selections frorn Conference on Conversion, 
statements of each movement of Judaism 

Living with Jews, Becoming Jewish: The Process 
This session is concerned mainly with the individual feelings of people 
who were not born Jewish. I think 1,;e should emphasize that the rituals of 
conversion are one part of a process which begins on the first contact with 
the Jewish corrvnunity and continues indefinitely in some vrnys. 1.-/e should 
also suggest that born Jews are also in some ways 11 in procass 11

• 

What is involved in the process ritually, socially, emotionally? 
\✓ hy do people choose to become Jewish? \Jhat is special? What are 
some of the difficulties? 
Does a person chan~e? 
How can a person develop a sense of Je1•dsh identity? 
Do people change and/or develop a sense of Jewish identity without 
conversion? 
What is the specific role of conversion in the process of identification 
\vi th Judaism? 

Materials: If a Christian Chooses to Marry a Jew, Sandy Seltzer; 
Moment, June 1::)81; selections from Huberman study and/or Sandy's study. 

Changing Family Relationshi.e.2_ 
This session is concerned ~rimarily with family relationships for 
the intermarried and/or 11conversionary'' family. 

What if one partner in an intermarriage feels the need to become more 
involved in Je1vish 1 ife? How do changes in religious perspective affect 
marriage relationships? 
Does conversion (to Judaism) affect the marriage relationship? 
How do intermarriage and conversion affect extended family relationships? 
Ho.,; do families respond? How do we wish families would respo;1d? 
What happens to ho! iday celebrations? 
How does an intermarriage affect children? 11™ do we decide the 
identity of the children? 
Does conversion affect children? Does it matter when conversion is 
accomplished? 
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Ho."I do we explain the different traditions of our extended family? 
(W"lat happens to the religious identity of the children in the 
case of divorce?) 

Materials : Choosing Judaism, Lydia Kukoff; Why No Christmas Tree (a 
letter); I may have one other letter s ometi me soo11; Half-Jc1r1s (article). 

Where Do I Fit In? 
This session ls concerned malnly with the co~nunal relationships 
of intermarried families and 11 new 11 Jews. 

What are the different ways in which I could establish a relationship 
to the Jewish community? 
In what way wi l 1 each of these options help me to feel comfortable in 
the Jewish commun it y and/or establish my own sense of Jewish identity? 
Are there places where I can feel especially comfortable? Are there 
places where I might feel some discomfort? 
What are the attitudes of born Jews to intermarriage? To conversion? 
~/hat could the Jewish community do to help me feel more a part of it? 
Do I have something special to offer the Jew i sh community? 

Materials : \✓hen Non-Jews Become Jewish 11
, Prof. l~obert L. Katz 

\✓ here Do We Go From He re? 
This session will be concerned with identifying tile needs of the people 
in the group at this point In the process. They may consider a variety of 
options in terms of continued programmi ng and should also co nsider their 
own role in terms of developing it. 

Are there questions and/or problems we have not considered? 
Do we need to discuss some of these areas in greater depth? 
Do we need more 11 Jewish education 11 ? 
Do we need factual information or experiential opportuniti e s? 
How can we best gain this information and these experiences? Throu 9h 
general synagogue activities, or do we need temporary support groups? 
Shal 1 we continue as a group for the time being? 
Should there be a 1 imit to the length of time we remain together? 
What role can we play in developing further programs? 

Mater ials: Fol low-up Programs 



INTERMARRIAGE 

CONVERSION 

and 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



I'd like to share a few ideas I've had about programs in the religious 

school related to intermarriage and conversion. I speak from several per­

spectives: as a non-Jew who intermarried, as a person who later converted, 

as a professional in Outreach* programs and as a teacher, and as the mother 

of two boys who I hope will be committed Jewish adults but who will also 

be comfortable with the special background from which they come. 

In some ways, I am also speaking from the perspective of myself, 

eleven years ago. That was when I married my husband, a Jewish man, and 

in some ways perhaps I am thinking of the things I wished he had known at the 

time--things I wished he had learned in the course of his Jewish education. 

When I made my wedding plans eleven years ago, I experienced a number of 

problems which I have since learned are far from unique. At the time, I 

was to a certain extent overwhelmed by the whole experience, but I believe 

that I can now specify three main problem areas. The first ·difficulty was 

that my '. ~usband had an inadequate background in his own tradition; to be 

specific, although he had a strong s ense of Jewish identification and stated 

at an early time that he would like our children to be raised as Jews, he did 

not understand the meaning of a Jewish wedding nor the difficulties involved 

in the marriage of a Jew and a non-Jew in that regard. He did not understand 

the role of a rabbi in a Jewish wedding, and therefore it angered him that 

rabbis refused to officiate; and he did not know either the specific require­

ments of conversion or have an understanding of the process itself. 

The second problem was that my husband's parents, like most Jewish parents, 

were deeply distressed by our intermarriage. Also like many, if not most 

Jewish parents, their response to our intermarriage took one of two paths: 

not saying anything for fear of seeming to push, and angry, emotional 

outbursts. 

*Joint UAHC/CCAR Task Force on Reform Jewish Outreach (to intermarried 

families and people who have chosen to become Jewish). 
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And finally, we struggled with the fact that the institutional framework 

of the Jewish community was unprepared to respond to our situation. We 

resolved our problems as best we could without a great deal of specific 

guidance or support--as many other couples have and do. StiJi, because of 

our experiences, I have given a great deal of thought to what the Jewish 

community can do not just to help intermarried couples but to affirm and 

protect Jewish identity in the process. 

I began to give some attention to these problems three years ago when 

I was serving as adult education chairperson of my syn_agogue. At that time, 

I expressed an interest in providing some kind of a program for intermarried 

couples and people interested in conversion. Coincidentally, a fellow-congregant 

who was then the Midwest director of the American J, wish Committee, requested 

that our synagogue co-sponsor a Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future, 

based on a study with the same name, conducted in 19)8 by the American Jewish 

Committee. Also coincidentally, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

was at that tiffie developing its own Outreach program for intermarried couples 

and 11 new 11 ,1 ,.,,1s in response to Rabbi Alexander Schindler' s 1978 Presidential 

Address in Houston. Ultimately we devised a Forum, co-sponsored by the A.J.C., 

the U.A.H.C., and my synagogue. My husband and I participated in a panel 

discussion on that occasion and in several other panel discussions and 

T.V. presentations at a later time. 

Eventually I accepted a position as Program Consultant for the Chicago 

Federation of the Union of Americ~n Hebrew Congregations. My role is to 

develop programs for intermarried couples and 11 new 11 Jews . In the process of 

developing these ideas, I have discovered that much has changed in the last 

eleven years. The Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future which we 

provided three years ago was one of the beginning efforts in what has become 
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a general community development. Many of the programs are still localized 

and often not widely publicized; and the response remains far from standard, 

a problem exacerbated by ideological disagreements among various parts of 

the community. Many couples still are unable to find answers to their 

questions or to even have an opportunity to find out what: questions they 

should ask. Nonetheless, a n~mber of interesting and helpful programs are 

being developed and are now available, and many people are benefitting from 

this change. I also believe that ultimately the Jewish commum. ty will 

benefit by the positive feelingc created as a result .of sensitive guidance 

and the availability of complete and candid information. 

What kinds or" programs are becoming available? Convers • on c.Lasses are 

being adjusted to respond to some of t:he special needs and problems ot 

intermarried couples and potential or "new" Jews. 'rhere are counseling 

services, sensitized to the issues of intermarriage and conversion. In 

Chicago, we are planning a Forum on Intermarriage and Conversion to be 

sponsored by most of the major communal organizations. Many congregations 

are sponsoring workshops to deal with the issues in a more iHtirnate setting. 

We are encouraging congregations and organizations to establish special'i;,,ed 

havurot to act as a temporary support group as people attempt to establish a 

relationship to the Jewish community. We are exploring the idea of parent 

support groups ao well. Many materials have been developed and made available 

both nationally and locally giving factual information and suggesting issues 

and problems. 

As I review all these materials and programs, however, it occurs to me 

that our focus is clearly "remedial "--that is to say, we are concerned with 

intermarriage as an immediate problem (or challenge, as I prefer to call it). 

We have developed many programs to encourage community discussion and aware­

ness and to respond to the needs of those who choose to become Je,,ish, of those 
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who intermarry, and of the parents of those who intermarry. As essential 

as these programs are--and as much as I myself would have appreciated them 

eleven years ago--perhaps they do not represent a full response to the 

needs of the Jewish community. I believe that a more complete response ,,.,;,: 

would include a focus on the religious school and the creation of a special­

ized awareness among . the young people in it. In this way, we will in some 

respects develop a "preventive" program rather than a "remedial" one. 

Before I make my suggestions, I would like to state very clearly that 

I am opposed to any program of indoctrination against intermarriage. I 

believe the reasons for my opposition should be obvious based on my state­

ments about my own background, but perhaps I can make my argument even 

more substantial as I continue. What I do support are ~ducational ~efforts which 

encourage Jewish identification and which stress the responsibility of each 

of us to contribute to or carry on Jewish tradition. 

I would like to propose two specific programs; however, I would also 

like to place them in the context of an overall programming agenda. I 

would hope that as time goes on I and others who share an interest in this 

area will develop more programs which will complement these two beginning 

efforts. Therefore, I would suggest the following goals and guidelines: 

1) Programs should contribute to the growth of a strong sense of Jewish 

identity. This must be our first and major concern as Jews. However, we 

are also responding to a second and equally vital need when we bear this 

goal in mind: our religious school population is changing, and many 

children are not from homes in which both marriage partners viere born Jewish. 

Several studies (turn to next page) 
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have demonstrated that marriages in which a conversion occurs are more 

actively Jewish than their endogamous counterparts; thus we might expect 

the children from these marriages to have a good sense of Jewish identity. 

On the other hand, we are also aware of the lo,, level of Jewish identity among 

children from homes in which no conversion has occurred. Further, the 1978 

study of the American Jewish Committee stresses the low level of identity among 

children from a large number of endogamous marriages as well and urges that 

greater attention be paid to religious education from this perspective. 

Therefore, keeping this goal in mind is not only an imperative for us as 

Jews, but it will benefit the children in our achools. 

2. Programs should contribute to establishing a sensitive environment 

in the religious schools. We need to sensitize the entire statf of the 

religious school to the fact that a _ , owing number of children in their 

classes may not come from homes in which both parents were born Jews. This 

knowledge might require simply some changes in perspective or attitude. 

However, it might also necessitate some specific curricular changes. For 

example, family trees mi ght be a sen. ·i ti ve topic, which is not to say that 

we shouldn't explore them in class; we should simply find a way to do it that 

will include all of the children in a positive way. The issue 11 \-iho Is a Jew" 

when it comes up in the context of any discussion is highly sensitive and 

requires great care and attention. Another problem is the que nti on of the 

source of a person 1 s sense of Je ,. ishness. I would like 1..J suggest that we 

should avoid the use 01' any materials or classroom discussions which imply 

Jewish 
t hat there is al\ 11 essence 11 with wnich one is born. vk need to stress that 

Judo.i :;m is active and that people--including born Jews--develop a sense of 

Jewish identity from doing Jewish things and 1rom abeorbing Jewish environments. 

3. Krograms should prepare young people for whatever life situation thei 

may meet by giving them adequate arid candid information about intermarriage 
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and conversion. Withthe potential for intermarriage as high as it is in 

the Jewish community today , we cannot responsibly allow our children to 

complete their religious education without giving them all the tools they 

may someday need to make the important decisions they must make about marriage . 

Because of my own experience and because of the studies I have read, I can ' t 

help but feel that a fully informed Jewish partner can play a vital role in 

determining the direction of a marriage and a home life. Giving information 

at the moment of crisis is helpful--but giving it earlier, before the crisis, 

is better yet. rerhaps if today's Jewish adults had been better educated 

about the meaning of a Jewish wedding and marriaf;e and the role of the rabbi, 

there would not be such terrible pressures on rabbis today to officiate at 

mixed marriages nor such anger when it becomes apparent that this is not an 

option in the situation. 

4. Programs should help young people to understand the process of 

religious conversion, in particular conversion to Judaism, so that conversion 

can become a positive option for them in tl1e case of intennarriage . How 

distressing it is to hear the idea of conversion automatically proposed as 

the •·solution 1i to int ermarriage--not only proposed, but pushed at a confused 

or even unwilling partner. Q11 i te often this is done without any understanding 

for the process of conversion, for the feelings of the non-Jewish partner, or 

recognition of the role of the Jewish spouse or family. This is not to say 

that the J~ssibility of conversion should not be raised or evaluated-- for it 

can be a wonderfully positive choice. Therefore , we need to help our young 

1eople understand how they can mo~t effectively and sensitively make this 

option part of their frame of reference. 

5. Programs ~hould hQ1P youngsters to ,·onsider the role of Judaism in 

their lives and in particular the role of a Jewish home in establishing a sense 

of Jewish identity. We can hardly demand that our young people choose Jewish 

mates and establish Jewish homes if their Jewishness ~snot important to t hem . 



On the other hand, many young Jews state that Judaism is not an essential 

element of their lives and make decisions on this basis only to discover 

belatedly that it is more a part of them than they thought. Further, is 

requesting the conversion of a non-Jr wish spouse a realistic or moral 

option if either the Jewish partner or his/her family is not committed 

enough to their Judaism to act on it? It is important to consider the 

role of a Jewish home not only in terms of the student's identity formation, 

but in terms of the identity formation of the person who converts and of 

future children. 

6. We should make evory effort to involve parents in programming 

efforts in this area. There are three reasons for parental involvement. 

The first is that in this area as in all other areas of education, family 

interest and support arc essential aids in the educational process. 

Secondly, perhaps by being exposed to the materials their children are 

studying, parents ,1ill be prodded to examine some of these issues and 

problems more closely for themselves; perhaps one day if the need arises, 

they will then be prepared to respond more sensitively and ~ffectively . 

Finally, many of these issues are highly sensitive, and parents should know 

firsthand what information their children arc receiving in order to avoid 

some of the difficulties posed by the transmission of half-messages. 

I would add some cautionary notes. We should consciously avoid making 

children feel inadequate or different regardless of their background . We 

should consider in advance the messages we wish to deliver and avoid 

inadvertent terminology or ideas wh ' ch give a different message. We should 

avoid singling out children from a particular kind of background as we 

develop programs. And finally, any time we focus specifically on intermarriage 

or conversion (or related issues like i\lho Is a Jew, etc.) we must be very 

careful in our seJ.cction of leaders and teachers . .,_f possible, it would be 
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most helpful to have at least as a resource person or monitor a person who 

has been th1·ough the process of intermarriage e1.nd/or conversion and who can 

pinpoint sensitive area s or prob~ems. 

I 
My first program is written up .1.n the form of a letter and responds to 

the idea that there are many children, including but not limited to the 

children at intermarriage 1 \vho ao not receive enough experieutial education 

in the home to build a strong sense of Jewish identirication. The leader 

I 
should be a warm and loving person ,who can create a fun, joyous, but nonetheless 

specifically and actively Jewish atmosphere; 

(see attached letter) 



Dear Purents ofi Hcligious School Stu<lc.nts: 

All of us arc av.rn_~G th.:1.t tl~rc l_1avc Leen significant cl1,_u1.9c~~ in the 
mtL'trc of the Jrnn~ll ccm11or11ty in rc.:ecnt ycc1r:.:;. Due to u c1ram:1L:ic 
increase in the rate ?f irrternurrio.CJe anu a rrovciwnt out of localizecl 
Jev1ish carmunitics, we can no lon0cr c1c.1>L!n.1 as fully on tl:.c family 
and tli.c ccmnunity to tru.nsmit Je\1ish cunt.ems and values a.s we have 
in the past. Yet we feel I tliat Jucfoism is ~;onethin9 of enduring 
teauty and vc1lue und tll,1.t h'C must find wu.yn to br~pg an undcirstanding 
of and api::,reciati.on for ow: lleritu<JC to ull the yotmg r;coplc living 
in our corrmuni ty tcx]z-ly . 

In that interest, we would lil:c to invite: your ch.ilurcn and you to 
JOln in a uniquc1 prc.x:rram of Jewish ciu-icl urcnt. ~bITe of you may 
Le' :farniliar with the ''11,:1,vuro.ll" concept . I luvt1nlh rrcans lit:crcl.lly, 
a "group"--but a. specific kin<l of group . It co1ms from tl 1e: \·.orcJ 
1Iavcr , v.1hich rrcu11s friend; so it ir, et 9rc1up of fricril~, a fcllo\'.i­
ship. Groups liJ."c this h.Etvc l £Cl'l fo:r:rrcd all over the cow1try , 
inside and outside of congregations. 'l'hcy sc1.vc to e·1h:mcc Jcwi~:;ll 
knowledge a:nc1 fcclil g by u.llo\vin<J people to lccrrn and do 1-1ith a wc111n 
and loving group of friends. llc1vurot (plural of ht.,vurah) involve 
sorrc study, but rrostly sliaril19 of fccli.ntJE, ,mu group cclcl.•rc1tions. 

hhy restrict such a \'IDl"'.dcrful mil cnricllin~1 experience to adults? 
We v-.Duld like to offer your (9-12 year old) child an ClpLX)rtw1ity to 
participa.te in a l1avw;ah for children . Pc~ differ frcm the rcligj_ous 
sclr,ol in tliat our primury focus is OH' fce;lil1gs rat11er W..ill1 knowlccl(JC 
(c1ltllough \-.'e r.opc' that this Hill Le a learning m:pcr} c11cc o.s 1•:ell) . 

vJc \·Jill meet for lw1cl1 follOl·.'ing religious school twice u. nontll; during 
liolic1a.ys, \ ·.'C may change our n:~qulc:rrly scheduled n10ctin9 tir.e tc) provide 
for group celebrations. Our first nceting \;'ill Le 

---,---and we v.1ill read ~;cr.1c short uassc19cs or stories and tal] :_ al out tliin~1s 
1,;c lik(: or thine.JS Ut.."l1r, ill"C llanl for us aLe,ul l.cing JcHisL. 

If you feel that your child v.oulcl .:1.pprecic1te this cp1,ortw ,i ty to 
become pa.rt of a \•.rill-in .::md supportive group of JGws, plca.c;c rc!turn 
the· enclosed ccJ..rd m1<l lo cover hmcl1 expenses. ----

j ' 
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My second program is mo1e specifically for the classroom, although it 

was ~esigned in response to a request for a gonfirmatiun class retreat . It I 

is informational, rather than experiential, although an extended unit could 

certainly involve experiential elementa. I believe that this program would, 

in fact, serve quite well as !the pos~tive foundation for a lengthier unit 

on intermarriage and conversion. This extended unit mi ght include witnessing 

a conversion ceremony, as Allen Maller suggestt in The Pedagogic Reporter , 

/Cf-IS, vol . ~ -,v~ i, (Jtf:J '1 3l There might also be a review of the historical 
background of the opposition to intermarriage from the Biblical period to the 

present. Perhaps there might be a review of the history of conversion 

(including famous converts) and Jet✓ish proselytization . In, (this respect, 

Keeping Posted, published by the U.A.H.C., has several relevant issues 

( 1-A Missionary Faith'? 2-Love, Marriage, Intermarriage, and 3_;.. Problems of 

JewiBh Family Life). Handled sensitively, it might also be helpfuLto 

examine the conflicts \vi thin the Jewish community over the issues of 

intermarriage and conversion; this discussion could contribute to an under­

standing of the different ideological positions of the movements of Judaism 

in general. 

(see attached set of pages) 

I am in the process of collecting study materials and/or short readings 

for this unit, and these suggestions and materials.will soon be available 

from our Chicago office (U.A.H.C., 100 w. Monroe, Chicago 60603). Both of 

these ideas represent only a beginning , and I hope that others will join me 
in the effort to create programs which will ultimately bring all of our children-­

whatever their background--closer to their Jewish heritage. 
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Stud;1 Uni.t: on Intennarri.agc Mel Convcn,ion 

I Goal : 'lb create an awareness that not all of us arc Lcrn Je\,S. 'l'o 9ive 
fa.ctUc:.1.l infonr.:ition ul::out the rcquirc.!l,'Ollts of conversion . To help students 
uri.lerstand that there is more involved in conversion than the conwirsion 
procedure . 

Study questjons: 
vi'hy c:o p:=oplc cl)(XJSe to l~ccnic Jeviish? (Some attrn-1tion cun Le given c1t 
this point to convers.i.cin El.S one option in 011 intcrniarriaqc) . 

M1at are the n.'<juircrrcnts of conversion? 

llow do those Hho convert view Jc,·1i sh i<.1cnti ty? 

!Iow do they clcvclov a. ~;ensc of J·c\visll identity? 

What v:ns nost helriful in the process of conversion? (]Jor:cfully t..herc v:ill 
Le soniC~ discu;;sion of tlK! rcle: of r(]peatc::d ritml exp:.:ricnccs ru1.d family 
experiences) . 

I Jiat proulcus have there Lc.·en in the precess of conversion? ('l'lli.r.; might 
include inscnsi ti ve comrents , fet~ling s of exclusion, la.cl:. of 'o.cti vcl y 
Jewish role rn:xJels in the in mediate; family, lack of informc1ti.on or 
experience , ne00.tivc farnily rc~,ron.sc!s, etc.) 

v,~iat special "gifts" do f<:-'Oplc who have cltos,)n to l:ccc1rc Jc1,, 1i~:il offer the 
cor.mu1 ii t y? 

I ,JUST "FEEL" JEWISH! 
Coul : 'lb help yrnmg FCOple c):plore tho. sources of Jc\ti.:.;l1 idc•ntificc1tion. 
'lb e>.-plorc t.he role of ritual in forming a sens8 of Jc\tislme::,s. 

Study questions : 
t.re people Lorn \vitJ1 a Je,,1.ish "essence" or fcelin0? 

What are the facto.rs v.1hich contr.ilJut.e to our sense of Jc\-Ji::,ll idc!ntity? 
(Historical events , collrnw-1al events , family cvc\nts , "rj_tua.l" events, C:!tc .) 

Dc:ics undcrstaric1ins the role of ritu,.,l llcilp w; to ur1dcrst,7.ncJ the r'.C:nning 
of l:aclosll? 

llow clo Jewish rituals help us to L'ecome kc;Klosh? 

How does this di:-,eu~~sion of ritual rclo.te to our chscus:,.i.01. al.CJut chooi3ing 
Judaism? 

I Is it enouqll to just "feel" Je:,,i~;li'? Is tltcrc i'.1 nee.ii ex a n;~;l 011~;iJ;ility 
to actively n1c.,intai11 this ~Jewish "essence:", tld.s c;ua.lity cf Lcinc; kadosh? 
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JB bcin~r Jewish ir,1j_X)rtant enough to 11 tcucl1 11 it to another person vJllO ,-,fJuld 
lil\.e to unqerstcmd it? 

Are we adequately l)rep.::i.red to "tc.::tch" it? 

JT.:..WISl I PN-ULY 
Goal: 'lb explore tl1e role of family cxrieriences in fo:rnt.i.J1g a sense of 
Jcwislmess. 

Study (1uestions: 
\"/'bat is one of tl-ie nujor problems e.>::pcricnced Ly people who choose to 
ceccrrc Jl!wish? (llopcfully U1e focus will l c on the lacJ: of a J·ewish 
family experience as they 1;1crc! growin<J up). 

\i'l1:1t role docs our fu1tlily play in developin<J our 01;,n sc:nse of Jewish 
j_uenti ty? 

What specific fumily ex~:crienccs clo we rrnrJ1tlJCr n-ost vivicUy? 

Vih:.1.t tlli.ngs that \·:e luve C•):pericmcc<l v-c,ulcl \·JC like to share! \•1ith Ol.l.r 
own children scn\C~ day? 

What is a Jev;ish frunily '? f...re Jewish forniJ.ies different from otl1cr 
families? (M.i~-iht refocus on the concept of taC:tosh) . 

Wl--at 2tre tl1c decisions v.1e n'<-,.Y nBJ:c in our lives \-1hich 1.-.'il affect the 
quality of our family some day? 

Jl;rc you adcxJl.iatcly prcp,7.rL-X:.l to help create a Jcv?ish !lO!wJ? 

INTERMl\R.11.Il\GE 
Goal: 'Ib explore the problems, options, cmd rcsr:onsiLili tic~; of inter­
marria<Je . To explore satie of the identity proulcn.s which contribute ·to the 
higher rate of intcnnarriage. 

Study questio!"\s : 
What is intenrarriagc? flow prcvnle.nt ~s it? 

What are son-v2 of the factors which contriLute to intern1arriayc? (L:1cl: 
c:f Jewish }:nowlec1gc or strong sc:nsc of j_dc:11tihcv.tion , open socic:ty, 
failure to un<lcrstanc1 relevance of Jud:1.isrn in our li vcs , etc .) 

Wl'iat are sane of the specific problems or questions \, 'lucl1 a 1.x:.,te:nticJ.l 
intcrnurric..-<l couple needs to consider? 

What options arc i.WailctlJlc to a coupl(; considcrinq int.crmi:rrriu~/8? 
I 

M-iat happ0 ns when a couple cctnnot agree on the~ rc~f;olution of tJ1C1 txol.r 
lcn;s or questions relu.ted to their intcrrn.nrriu<JC? 

/. 
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now ~By tl~ decision to 1 ·it~:rn1<.:vry affect fr.uni.ly rclD:tiOnf?hirs? 

If you fell in love with a non-J·c\-'I, v1h,1.t would you like to lu1ppcn 
(as you U1ink over the Vi:l.rious thin0s we h,1vc discusc,ed)? 

,I 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Ms. Leslie Simon 
November 10, 1981 

I am so pleased that you are coordinating Outreach programs for the Great 
Lakes Council/Chicago Federation of the UAHC. The materials you shared 
with me are impressive and I want to wish you well in all your endeavors. 

The Conmussion on Jewish Education met yesterday here in New York and we 
had them view a rough-cut of the newly edited Outreach tape in which you 
participated. You came across magnificently, all of the participants did 
and I believe we have a very valuable tool in this videotape. The rough 
tape is of really fine quality, the finished product will really be superb! 
It will be shown at the Biennial and I expect it will receive a wonderful 
respojse from the viewers and provide many ideas and thoughts for disc­
cussion in the Outreach workshops. 

I I 
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Everything You Always Wanted 
M,~ 

to Know 
w~ 

but Were Afraid to Ask 
Rabbi and facilitator should both be present for these sessions 

Am I Jewish? 
What does it mean, to be Jewish? What are the criteria? Am I 
Jewish according to those criteria? (This may include several 
kinds of answers). 

Is It Important to be "Religious"? 
Heschel, Wiesel, Fackenheim, others. 
Meaning vs. non-meaning. The choice 
"Religious by Choice." 

Spirituality vs. secularity. 
all of us must make: 

Is It Important to Be "Jewish"--What's So Special about Being Jewish? 

Comparative Religion and Culture 
Direct comparison of certain aspects of Judaism and Christianity . 
Examples: Same words, different meanings. Commonly misunderstood 
features of each . Stereotypes. 

Living Jewish a Prelude to Being Jewish 
The importance of ritual . The process of conversion. 

Study of Selected Features of Judaism 
Liturgy, pre-holiday workshops , inc. discussion of history and meaning, 
home rituals, etc . 

Celebration 
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Union of Arr1erican Hebre\,v Congregations· · 

Dear Friends, 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

100 WEST MONROE STREEr CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60603 (3 12) ST 2-1477 

GREAT LAKES REGION 
Rabbi Alan D. BrE>gman 

Director 

1-'or those of you wlto wen~ 1u1<1!JJ e to b0 wi tl, u:,; as well 
as for those of you who gave so generou~ly of your time and 
thoughts--I would like to review whal we did at the first 
meeting of Chicago Reform l{es1,onse, September 23. 

Our basic procedure was to review the materials in the 
enclosed (for those of you Ull,11, IL· Lo attend) packaqe . Unfor-­
tunately, the pages are not numbered , so I will refer to them 
by title. 

My or i ginal intention was Lo run the Forum on Inte'rmarriage 
at Spertus Co llege in cooperc.1Uo r1 with i.l wide range of communal 
organizations and with the support of all four movements of 
Judaism . This Forum would be a widely publicized community 
dialogue, and would be an experimental oooperative effort . The 
major programming work, however, would go into t:he Workshops on 
Interfaith Marriage , which would occur at several local congre­
gations in cooperation with other Refon~ congregations in the 
vicinity. These materials are more fully developed , and t h e 
suggestions for the moderator comprise the m,Yjor por.tion of this 
packet of information . 'l'he Workshop would serve as a sprinyboard 
for further outreach programs . These programs are described 
in the sheet titled: " CHICAGO HEFORM RESPONSE -- Specific 
Programs l\1hich Have Been Considered". One in particular , the 
H.O.W. program , is more fully described in a sample letter at 
the end of the packaye of information . 

In the process of revicwimJ the materials, several sugges-
tiont5 were made : 

1) the letter describing the formation of 
our group , Chicago Reform Response , should 
go out on its own letterhead, and we should 
include with it the list of programming 
goals and the names of committee members 

2) while the Forum on Intermarriage is fine as 
a trial effort , it will not speak to the same 
need to share feelings as the Workshop ; there­
fore , we should arrc:mgc for c1 Workshop to 
take place in the city as well as in outlying 
communities 
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3) tcrminolcHJY ~,llould be rev icwed and 
clarified. Uabbi David Weiss agreed to 
prepare a "q I oHs:1 i y" of terms/words which 
we might beqin Lo use in an attempt to 
educ;:i te and su11si L ize uun;elves and our 
community. 

4) we should add Lo committee functions 
(lisled on L:lie d<Jendu) tliuL we w:i 11 encll 
serve as a resource to the committee and to the 
community 

In addition , we discussed several issues, and while we were 
able to come to some conclusions, some of these issues will 
require further investigation and discussion. The major focus 
of attention was t.he issue of "viewpoint" and/or "policy", 
specifically, should Chicayo ~eform Response actively include 
within itself all viewpoinls :in regard to the issue of 
rabbinic off i ciation at mixed marriage, or should we limit 
ourselves to ,the position tc1kcn by the CCAR? The committee 
members seemed to feel that in order for the committee to be 
effective , all viewpoints ~,hould be represented. 

Secondly, the thouqht. w.i:~ expressed t lv1 t thi.•re i !:t •cl yrec1t 
deal of anger and confusion over the experiences people have 
hnd ns they have tried to fincl <1 rabbi to marry them. Several 
members felt that we should specifically touch on the issue of 
rabbinic offication <ll mixed m<1rri.:1ges in our workshops in 
order to allow people to cxprci,s Lheir feelings and raise 
questions . 

It has been our experience Lhat these questions and [eelings 
are expressed spontaneously, and it would be the function of a 
moderator to respond sympathelically and honestly. My feeling 
is that there many o her issues and concerns which need our 
attention in terms of specific proyrarruning . 

If you have thoughts you would like to express on any of 
these issues, please call or write me . What I would like each of 
you to do is to look over these materials carefully and respond 
to them in the next couple of weeks . I woul<l like to direct your 
attention to two places in particular: 1) the 20/20 section 
(Ask the Rabbi) --please note what you would like to hear in 
the answers to these questions; 2) under 5 Corners, #3 , please 
contribute whatever you can Lo this . I had great difficulty 
with it because my own personal range of experience was too 
limited. 

Feel free to add a note ab 0 at some particular idea or 
thought you have in regard to programming needs or goals . 
Finally , a reminder for those who were not present: these muterials 
are tentative and incomplet.e. [>lease wait to shure them until 
we finalize them and put them out us a committee. 

... 



- ] -

The next meeting of Chicu(JO Reform Response will be 
on 'l'ucsduy , Decembc~r 15 , ,tl !l:00 p.1n . We wi1.J. meet at 
Beth Emet , 1224 Dempster , Evanston . Ple<1se murk it on 
your ca lendc1r novJ .:.rnd plan Lo d L Len cl. We n ecd <d l of our 
members present in order to fu11ction effectively. At 
that time I would J j ke to c1~;k ,~.icli person to Lell u little c11Jout 
him/herself and wltut they feL!l lhey might (or would like to) 
contribute to the committee. 

Please send me or call in your response to these 
materials as soon L1s possibl c ::o tli.::i L we c<111 be<J in to 
rewrite and introduce th~n. 

'J'liLlllk you .::incl Shana 'l'ovah , 

I ·1 

.... J;l!c17/ 

Leslie Simon 
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Chicc1go Reform He~ponsc: Seplember 23, 1981 

Introductions 

Chicago Reform Response : What is it'? What arc the functions of our task 
force? 

immediate input on programs which have been or are being created 

to coordinate the expectations of the cormnittee with the expecta­
tions and programming goals of the professionals 

other 

Review letter from Commi ttee anc1 vote on final fonn 

Review programming goals 

Hcvicw decisions about progranun i nq b,1sed on cl i..:·;cu:;f; ion 

Review specific programming ideas . Final cdilinq -ifter f;uqgcstions of com­
mittee are in 

Respond to 20/20 

Are there others who should be rn1 the comnittec? 

What are the issues or needs you consider Lo be of most importance and which 
we should consider as we develop proqrarni;? 

Request that we cooperate as a committee .-:rnc1 wai.t to publicize and/or intro­
duce programs until they are Eully developcc1 and can originate from the group 

Nex t meeting : December 
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September 23, 1981 

Dear Friends, 

Due to some problems with my arm, I am unfortunately unable to drive 
in to be with you at this first meeting of Chicago Reform Response. 

This is a major breakthrough into an area of vast importance for 
the future of the Jewish community. We have come together to 
respond to the re;,ilities of a new and very different Jewish community. 
My role as rabbinic co-chairperson is to aid Leslie in programs and to 
solicit oupport from my collcne;ueB in our future work. But more than 
this, I am just another Jew who needs to join with other Jews as we 
try to become more sensitive to lhe issuco of the mixed married, inter­
married, and the "Jew by Choice". 

We have few answers and lots of questions. I look forward to joining 
you in this important task and to working clo~ely with Leslie Simon, 
who has been an important catalyst for thiG group. 

Habbi JoDcph f':,delhei t 



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

Areas of Programmatic Concern , Goals 

To act as a resource to congregations as they plan their outreach programs. 

To conduct workshops and seminars in synagogues and in cooperation with other 

communal organizations. 

To gather and distribute information about all programs and materials available 

in the community. 

To coordinate existing programs, or to provide a network of information about 

them. 

To promote community dialogue on the many issues of intermarriage and conversion. 

'ro provide "crisis intervention" services and/or counseling for people who are 

at some significant point in the process of gerut and/ or intermarriage. 

To support the National Task Force on Reform Outreach when its programs coin­

cide with our own programming needs and goals. 

To develop materials in accord with our neeeds if none are already in existence. 

To provide speakers and materials to various groups as the need arises as part of 

our effort to develop communi ty awareness . 

To provide needed services to intermarried families and to Jews By Choice. 



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

Specific Programs Which Have Been Considered 

Standing Cormnittee or Task Force 
A group composed of about 20 people , no more than 5 of whom will be rabbis. 
Other members will be intermarried couples , people who have gone through 
the process of gerut, and "experts" in various fields . This group will meet 
periodically to evaluate programs in progress and to discuss new prograrmning 
possibilities . 

Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future 
A program which in substance is very similar to one which was run success­
fully two years ago at Temple Jeremiah in cooperation with the A.J.C . and 
the U. A. H. C. Purpose is t o give accurate information and to create commun­
ity dialogue . We wi l l try to gain a wide base of community support for this 
program, involving as many groups and agencies as possible in sponsorship. 

Workshop on Interfait h Marri age 
A one or two afternoon congregational workshop be i ng developed for £everal 
local congregations. Purpose is to generate community discussion and to 
serve as a springboard for further outreach activities. 

Counseling Service 
An on-going service to be available from our office. Rabbis, people who have 
gone through the process of gerut, and other consultants will be available 
for consultation with people contemplating gerut or intermarriage . We are 
still exploring how best to set this up. 

Havurot , Group "Get-Togethers" 
Support groups for people at various stages in the process of intermarriage 
and/or gerut . These groups may be study and discussion groups, they may 
share Jewi sh experiences, or both--- depending on needs of participant s . 
One model might be the havurah; one might be a program done in Rockford 
and described in Adult Jewish Studies. 

Group Sessions on Issues of Intermarriage 
Six weeks of group sessions on Issues of Intermarriage, modeled on Sandy Selt ­
zer ' s program in Boston. Couples will come to this directly following the 
Introduction to Judaism Course at Spertus and will be encouraged to explore 
with qualified counselors some of the issues of and their feelings about inter­
marriage . 



H.O.W. Groups 
See sample letter included at end. 

Share-a Shabbat 
A program which can be developed within synagogues to reach out to various 
people including intermarrieds and gerim; or it may be developed independently 
to reach out to those families who are unaffiliated. 

Programs Which Benefit Children of Intermarrieds 
This is an idea we need to explore. Some rabbis feel that these children 
have a poor sense of Jewish identity. Yet how can we create programs just 
for them and single them out? Nonetheless, we need to give some attention to 
tactful ways of engendering and supporting a sense of Jewish identity. 

workshop For High School Students 
Might be modeled on congregational workshops with special materials developed 
for this age group. Keeping Posted has two excellent, relevant issues. We 
are currently looking for others. 

Conversion Courses 
Already available at Spertus College. Our committee might wish to participate 
in an evaluation of the course. 

Speakers Bureau 
A file of speakers who may be available to speak on a variety of topics related 
to intermarriage and conversion . Purpose is to serve as a reference for com­
munity groups and synagogues as they plan programs and to more actively aid in 
the development of public awareness . 

Survey of Synagogues (and Communal Institutions) 
A short survey to determine what specific programming if any has been insti­
tuted for Intermarried families and Jews By Choice . Should also include ques­
tions about policies relating to membership and ritual participation of non­
Jewish member of intermarried family. Purpose is to help our office create 
a unified, consistent program which will meet the needs of participants. 

Library of Material 
A collection of articles, pamphlets, clippings and books related to the subjects 
of intermarriage or conversion, housed at the U.A.H.C. Might ultimately select 
one congregation in each geographical area fo the city to have a duplicate col­
lection. 



Column in Sentinel 
A regular column of information and reflections. Might expand into a news~: 
letter for Jews By Choice and intermarrieds - similar to the one put out 
by Rabbi Richard. His address is in Philadelphia. 

Ca ble TV Programs 
A series of four presentations on the subject of intermarriage. Will prob­
ably consist of short dramatic presentations followed by discussion. Goal 
is to portray the human drama behind the statistics. 

Other 
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~~:::;.0_:_ror~ _ _:1._= vll1y a l-'on1111 on I11tt'J111.ini<!<J•<" '!'111:; :·,.,;.io111-1i.ll i11,·Luck• ,-., pn•:;ci,t...:.1-t:i.on of information from recent. :.;tu,lir•!; 011 i11l\•i1n.11Ti,1<3e i11l·lutlinq Uw Jc.i/B :;Ludy of: the l\mcric:a11 J(•wi:;11 Co11u11il.tc,: <111,! \ lH• llu! ,-rn1c111 Sl11dy . Mil'/ i11cJucie srnnc d.i scussion of Llw i:;sucs of j 11 Le111h,r1. i0,Jl (cu1n111u11aJ, pi;:,,chol ocJical, 1-v-1i9iou!;, etc . ) . 
mit:tce) 

(/1111,·1 i.cttn J<~1-1.i:.,l1 Co111-

SESSION IL The l'cu1ilL: lleli:i.nd 'l'l11: St.dlii;tj,:;. '!'he: !;cc:Lion '-"'ill Jx:, l1r:lSL!d 011 a panel pcei~•~ntc1.t1on . l'2cne] will includ,• i11l,·t11,:111:i.1•d coupltl." , pan·nl.:; who~;,• chiJ.dren huvc intennarri..cd , and divorc,.•d ,; i nq.1 <! p'irents (•.vho were prcviousJ y intermarried) . i·lodr,rc1tor will cncour.01q<' p,11 l ir i 11,111t.,·; to joi 11 in ,li!3Cu,;s:io11 . (Joint effort of scv~ral groups) 

SESSION III: The Rel iCJ .i.ous Hl,sponsc.·. 
sentation. The J.J<1nel 1vill be cu:111,0:,L'd of i ,i!,\J t !, 1-1lio -.-;il l <·xplc! i_n Llit:· :rewi!,h understandilFJ of mu.1ric1.yc c1nd wedditl<J!; , >'1!1J lll' ,!c•·;1ic,h n.\:;pon1.r, to i11l·(,nn,nTi.age. Perhaps tiLcy will explain !;011w o[ the· hi!·Lori;·,11 i11it.1.::c:-::denls of thi.!; rc,;ponse lo inLt.!rillilJ.1·i.a,Je and tl1e i!sc;ue!; oi i..11tr..'J.1ndL1.i i<J,!. M, ,d,·r<1Lo1- 1-1.i.ll c·11cour·,19e: the p.:.11·-ticipant,:; to explore the is~;uc:; 1-1iti1 tlh,in. /.·I1i ·,q.i Huo.rd of: Rallbis'i) 

SI::SSIOI~ IV: 'l'hc Conunun,:il Hcs1;011sc. 'l'li.i !, !;ci;.•:1 <J,; '-·' i.11 .inc.:lutlc a c!i~cui;si 011 of what tl1c ,Te·,;Jsh com!nu11.i.Ly h,:l~~ do1w ur mjqilt •lu i11 1·(11;ponsc t:o U1r' incrcar;·inq rate of intennu1Tiil'JC. Defore lc,1vill9, p<1rl.i.cipci11l :; ,1ill b~ a~.;kc.;d to respl,n,l to a ~c:llorL quc~;tionnaire the: purposl.:! of 1-11licr1 w.i 1.1 be lo :;11rvcy i:iroqramrninq 



\·JOnf....SIIUIJ UN lN"I 11<1 .I\ 1·111 t·V\IWI/\G[ 

This workshop 1--1ould be des ·i LJned i n s1Jcli -1 •,-1:') :i:; Lo i1LC0111plish sevcrill fHwposes . 
Tt1e 111ajor ones arc : 

1) To bring together il conu11u11ity ol p1•upl\' to C;Voludte lhc.:! issues, 
dilemmas, options, c1rid resµonc,ibilili(~ <; of tile inlcrfaith ,,wr ­
riage. 

2) To identify 1·1ithoul siriu li11u the% out. couples v1ho 111Jy be i11tc1·­
ested in furtl1er pruuranc1ll'i11u dl1 VL!ltJpt 1 cl in response to their 
special needs . 

3) To help Jew; 1-1ho ill'e intenn<1rrir0 ,I ex.pi on: Lhe rooLc; of the Jov1isi1 
respOllSL! Lu i 11 Ll~l'llld 1Ti d:Jt'. 

1i) To help no,1-,Je·,1';; ,vi1u l,ilve illl.L:1·11.,11 1·i1•u or v1ho p l d11 LO i11ll:1·111d1Ty 
understund so111e uf the ·isc,u "~ i1llcl 1·,••,i,(111~.1''., rhr:y i11 l' ei1u;trnte1·in9 . 

5) To dispel ll!yLh s about i 11Ler11°'t1iTi<t•J•' ,.1 11d tu providL' crncJid·und 
ttccw-ate infonn<ttiun tro111 I·ecL'I1t ,tutl:t·~, ( i.(' . t.!t: :9;r: ~,Ludy 
of the F\ . J . C. , the l:ubr:rn1.:J11 ';Lt•dv, l'lc. ). 

It ::;i1uu'Jc.! therefore be pul.>I i, ·i11;J :10'.. :•; tt '\'/ 1.d::;l1op ri''l' \r1L~r11:c11 r·ied cuuples, 
but rather .:is a i-..ror·kshup !01- l11u:,c 111\ u l.,1•n. i.12t·;1 tuuchd ill 0;0:11c; 1t1c1y IJy iMer -­
rnarriage or v,ho are inten::sLed i11 U:c, subi1•cl. The 9oc1l is to ci-et1te co,:::Iun­
Hy awa reness; the 111ei:hoJ is to pt· c::,t~:,L tfll · suiJjN:t of fotc,rfoith 111il1Tiau(~ 
from as ,na ny perspectives a·~ possilJ l e 011'1 lo L'ncou1'i.19(: peoph: to ei:pt·ess the i r 
01-m thoughts Jnd fe!;li11~s. InclurL·I \'lith li1i -, 1)11t! ine i s :.i Si.ll llj; l e publicity 
lettc.~r 1-1hich !llay Ix! USL:J iP part 01· cu111pleL1.: - - or just dS d re:source . 



S/\MPL[ LETTEH 

Dear Congregant; 

In ·197 13 U1c /\111cric,111 J(:.wish Co1o111ilte:\2 <li1·1·l:Lcd <1 11,.tliu11ctl '.;Ludy on l11Ler111u­
r·iage and in conclusio n urged "for111d·1 ,rnd i11f<m11,1I riruur<1111'., c;f outreuch to 
tile ·intenmrried by co111111u11t1l or~Jd11i:<c1Liu11•; ,111d UH: Jc)vJi'.;11 co11H11unity d'.:. a 
1,;hole." 1n the Sd111e ycct1· R.:tbbi /\IPxan<icT \cl1ir1dlc!1· i11 his prcsidc~ntial ild­
drcss to tlic l3oanl of Trustees 01· t.lH• U.i\.11.C urqt!d 111urc scw:itive: dnd 
effective rH·ourJ111s of outreacl1 to ,Jt1\·1:, ll,1 f'llllit.<'. ,111d 111i>.P 1l 111a1-riccl c<iuplc>·:. 

"111 respon~;e" to thl:Se SWJtJC'i l in,1s, Ch ic,1qu U1: ron11 l~c~<, 1,u11•:1: Ila'.; 1:-i-1'.i tL'ti ,1 
Workshop on lntetrnt1n··ic1~e as pa/'t u1 1l::, uuL11:.1rl1 pro~rt11i1 Lt) inle:t1i1u1-:-ic·d 
fu111ilics. Tl1e i11tention or tl1is 1·1ork',iiup i'::. Lu sli111ulal.t' c1.11::'.11u_ni_t_y dii;-
foguc on the comp.lex issues ';urrnu11di11q i11lt·1·111<t1-ric1gl'. l l. is our !lope t.lt>.tt 
by cncour<1ging co111111uni Ly av-1t11·t'll(''>S, 1-ve 1-;i 11 l:11court1ql: co111111ur1ity fJcir·Lic ip:1-
tion in devefoping a viable ;111J c1·t:Jlivc, h11t 11evr.•,·l1H:ic",', ,Jc,1.1ish, n:sp<Jll',C'. 
to i11tern1arriage. 

\·Jc hope thi.lt you too 1t1ill set: th\2 rit:r!,i lu "n·-:pu11d" <111d joi1! 1·1Hh U'-i (Jrl Li1c 
afternoon of ________ (cl,1_Lo) _________ ,1t . (t.i11Jc) _ 1!. . Jp_}_<l.S~~J __________ . 
At this time vie 1-1ill presl:11t tlh: fir!:'.L ~:eq11,1.'nl: ol ,t t1·10-1rnrt l·Jork~:hop on 
Jnterinarriage. The scconcl c;cc;•;ion v1ill ti1k1· plc1cr, 011 
Belo1v is Jn outline of th1.: di'.,cuss·io11'.;. 

SESSION 1: 
\·JJ~.L.I~ 1:~o_rk s l1u_r~ __ g.!_1_ -~1-~~ r_f ni L h ~ld 1·!· i "1_1 t' ( 
A revi e1-1 of 1·ecent stud i L'S t111d i ,d on11<1 t. i 011 ubuu L i 11 Ler·-
111a rri ugc. Discuss·ion uf so111,, di Hilu! Lie•'; 111 1 r<·.it i11lJ 
public a1·h1reness. 

l\sk Lhc: fzJbb i --
A t<c:viev1 of l.1·cH1Hio11dl ,J(!v1i·,h idc:.is ,tl;out v,ccJdinc1\ 
and 111art'i ag,~. Con Le111pora l)' Ji I L~1111..:i '.; c111cl que'.; ti 011 •_, . 

Five Corner·'.> 
Five pofe-ntTal "situations" ,rnd v1h::t. the decisions oi 
arguments mic;ht !Je i11 L:JCh case. 

SESSIO!I 11 : 
1 n te-nna rT i ed Colp l es 
I\ p,rnel d·iscuss·io11·t-;it!1 couples 1·1ho circ :·1i!"lirnJ to 
::Iii.ire thz:ir C!xpcricnce:s li;d i11siqll1c;_ 

Ch'i"I dren of <1n lnte!'fi\·i LJ1 M,irr_i31:Jt; 
A re1;-i P'r1 or in forina ti on frulll n.:u•11 L ·, I ud i cs. Ui ~cu~. s i C;ll 

of SOll!L: of thl~ dilelllil'd', in tltic, ,11·e,,. i\'t'har,s il j>.ill(:! 

oi' 1i·igh sc!iool ~1s.1c cliilclren 01 i!il(•1·111M1 iasie . 

Communal Re-.:1wnse 
~/hat .:1re sc~". o(-L11e: prol.Jru1!11:1i110, fiul'l·. \'ll1i1_i1 i1J.V(' 

been instituted? 1·/i1,1t cari y1:t ti,- du11(!':' \·lf1c.1L 1,c1rtic--
ular pl'O~Jl'd!I!'.) n1iql1L [Jc l•l'll<.'fil ic\l i!I .'/Oll!" '>Yllil(_jU(jtll' 

o I" area 7 



SESSION I: WHY/\ \.JOl~KSIIO!J Ofll tNILlff/UTII W\lli<l/\GE? 

Out l ine of mater·ials from /\JC Study of llJll..l 
Hubernwn Study 
0 t Iler ? 

Need for infon11at-ion - accurate, c.:indid, co111plcle 

If a couple plans to inlcnnarry, Lo 1-1l1rn11 do they spcc1k? 

Is this a good source of infon11c1Lio1,? 'dr1ut llligl1t be pr-ol;le,11s? 

Is f u l l info r1lli.l ti on actual l y av u i I .:Ii; 1 c '? 

Do vie in any vray contrud·i ct hulacll,1h by criving out ru·1 l infonnation? 
Do v1e need to be: conc(:-!rned Jtlout tl1i s? 

ls refusal to give~ ouL it1fonn:1lio11 or <1':.,:·.i~;L;i11ct' u11 r~Ht":ctive deterrent 
to intennarr i c19e? 

Do v-1e have an obligacfon to the r1011-<l 01-1isll partner in u re:lt1tionshir? 
lf so, v-1hat"? 

Do v-1e have an obli9ution to the Jewi:;h p,1rlner in a rc·lat.-ionsil ·ip? 
If so, what? 

ISSUES : Comniunal/Peoplehood 

~Ji th a more di verse conunun ·i ty, can vie cour1 t on the sume kinds of re­
actions, support for our causes us in tl1r pust? 

Can we rely on parents to pt1ss on Jev,ish tl'adit ·ion as we huve in the 
past? 

Is the nature of "being Je1,1ish" the same Js it 11as 100 years a90? 
Shou1 d it be? 

What can the co1m11unity expccl fron1 "interi11Jrried fa111ilics? 

What shou l d inte1·marr ·ied fa111il ies expect fron1 the co,rnnunity't 

ISSUES : Fami ly/ Psychologicul 

When and llov, is a deciso11 to be rnad,: ctbout the relig"ious Jncl cuHu1·al 
i dent i ty of the family? 

Ho1v mi ght these clccis·ions af"fecL tl1e: relat i onsh i p v1ith extended fa111-
ili es? 

llov, m·i ght these decision~, ,rnd ,·el,1Liuw;l1ip'.i Jfrect tile chilJn!n 1n the 
family? 



Hovi does divorce co111p·licalc <1nd/ or ullor the p-icturc (psycltologi-
cally, "legally" See A.J . C. Study anrl SunJy Seltzer paper . ) 

ISSUES : Religious/ ha!ach·ic 

Can we and should we take into account the de111c1ncls of halachah in 
regard to this problc111':' 

Ji.ccording to traditional Judais111, U1en: i s nm·1 a ·1arqe group of 
people •..ihosc Jewish i de11 ti ty is doubtful. Do vie need to concern 
ourselves 1~ith this? l<eview llcJluchah. l~c!vic\1 f{c1bbi Schindler's 
proposa·ls . Mention examples of problems . 

In this resrcct do 1-,e need to be c011cerncd 1·1i th co11vers ion proce­
dures . l<eferc11ce to argu111cnt over Lav; oi" l<durn. Read cliprings. 

\•lhy ·is there suc:lt concern over conversion procedures? 

ISSUES: Societal/P1dlosophic.:1l 

Is Judaism an organic uni Ly? If so, cc:in it re:111ain such? 

If WC' are not ctll orqanic entity, h01·1 arc .,,,c. o thenvisc d·istinguishcd 
fr-0111 the society at ltll'\Jt:? 

Do \'le wish to be diffen~ntiatecl from society at large? 
If so, hov, can we most t~ffoc ti ve ly acco111p l i sh tl1i s? 

I s conversion possible? 

/\re 1·10 now, or hc1ve 1·1c c 11cr bce11 cpr.11 to a 11 "corners 11 ? 

Sl1ould vie have strict/cz1rdul def"ini!· ions of Je~vishness? 
Should vie have! stricL/u11iver~.t1l convcr '.> ion procr.dures? 
Ur should vie be 111ore flexible? 

Should vie in fact be concerned 1<1ith inUTrnt1rriagc or should vie just 
be concerned ,·ii 1)1 c11sur·i11 \J Uw continued existence of the Jevvish "v1c.ty 11 ? 

Should 1110. be inlercstccl in presentin~J 1.ludai'., 111 as a valid altcrnJtivc 
to the unchurched':' (See l<abbi Schindler' s address . ) 

Co11c·1usion: Issues range from the pracLical to the rhilosophical and lead us 
to explore the very 111canitl~ of being Jewish. To n:capitulate \'le need to 
l) create public ,1\•1t.1re11ess or issues, 2) give thought to the 111eaning of 
being Jewish and thr: n.:iture of it, 3) respond to changes in the ,le1--1ish c;om­
muni ty, and 4) find 1t1ays to offer it 111eunin~Jful sense of Je.,,,ish identil_y 
to al"! Uiose v1ho vrish it. 



SESSION I: ASK THE RABBI 

Below are some of the questions that are most likely to nee<l clarification 
in regard to intermarriage and conversion . Please feel free to use them as 
a guide or to add to them. 

20/20 - IN'I'ERMARRIAGE : 'l'WEN'I'Y QUES'l'lONS AND 'l'WEN'I'Y ANSWERS 

Wedding and Marriage 

What is the difference between a wedding an<l a marriage? 

What is a Jewish wedding? What are its components? 

Are rabbis required at Jewish weddings '? 

What are the implications of the vow : K-d·t Moshe V'IsrueL' 

What is an "intermarriage"? A "mixed mdrr.iaye"'? A "conversionar.y" marriage? 

What are the origins of Judaism ' s opposition to intermarriaye? 

What are the wedding options when there is no gerut? 

If we choose not to have a Jewish wedding, will our marriage be recognized? 

Gerut ( "Conversion") 

What is gerut? What c:1re its requirements/components? 

Are there other options in regard to ~rut? 

Are all gerut procedures equally acceptable? 

If a person wishes to go through gerut , should it be done before or after the 
wedding? 

Can a person study without making a commitment? 

Where can one get more i n formation about gerut and further guidance? 

Children 

Will decisions about gerut affect the children of a mixed marriage in any way? 



Who decides the icle11tily of tile ch.i.lclrcn J 1u111 <1 111:ix""d m.:i.r1·itt(JC? 

Should one consider ruis:ing cllildr:-ett in but h LraJitions and -'..lllow:ing them to 

make the clecisioll? 

llow slull a person Hktke o. dee i.i;o11 c1J;ouL Lltt· i dc•11 Li. Ly of ch i.LJrell"! 

Extended Family 

!low will these decisions o.ffecl exte11dt..!d Lunil·; relatior1sll:i.ps·? 

WhC!n to M<.1ke DcciLliuns 

Wh~n should a person t:.h:i nk about Llte~;e j ~;'.a1L: f ; :' ShouJ d one necessar:i.l y th ink 
about them before m..irri.:i.ge? 



SESSlON I : FIVE COl~J·:1-'.S 

Five potential "situations" and whi.ll the dl'ci:;io11s or ..1nJlllllL.:!1LS mighl be in 
each case . Particip,:rnts will divide inlo five qroups or committees and will 
develop a skit or a list of argwnents 10 sL,1lL.:ml:!11ts rC<Jurdiny their situation . 
After 10 - 15 minutes , e..1ch committee will shcin.! Lheir skits or conclusions 
with the whole group. 'l'he exercise may bLc rq,ealcd giving different situ­
at i ons to d i fferent groups so as to provide an opportunity to expand the re­
sponse range on each situation and also lo upLJro,1ch Lhe problem from a dif­
ferent perspective . Following are the siLu.::itions. /\lso included is a list 
of suggestion s or argwnen ts which the moder a Loi_· can put forth if they are 
not otherwise brought out . 

:; 
1) You are a Jewish son or dau<Jhter who pldll:, to intermarry and has to sup- ,:;:;_.)'' 

port his/her decision with par en ls . cf" ~ 

Attitudes wit h 1,:hich you micJht uJ-'iH"Ou.c.:!1 di.scu~_;sion: belligerent , 
hesi t ant , con fident. 

A.rgwnents you might put forth: 

but I love him/her 

don't you wanl me to be happy:• 

it just happened 

we can still have a Jewish home 

why should his/her religion have .:.iny eifect 011 mine'? 

our children can yrov✓ up with both and choose 

v1e \vant our children to be yood hu111c1n beings 

what difference does it make? 

why should I sacrifice my personal happiness for the good of 
Judaism? 

other 

/\ttitudes with which you mi<Jht be meL: ,1ccepti11g , .:.111<Jry and non-c1cceptinc3, 
non-accepting but sensitive to problem. 



2) You are a Jewish parent whose son or daughter plans to' intermarry and 
has just told you . How do you respond? i-Jhat arguments do you offer? 

Attitudes: accepting , anyry and non-c1ccepli11y, non-accepting but 
sensitive to the problem. 

Arguments: 

love is not the most i111port.::u1L Lli i 11,J 

love may not survive the probl~os you will experience 

your marriage will be le~;s likely to L.::ist 

your Judaism will be to.ken from you/you will be led awuy from it 

my grandchildren won ' t ue Jewt.sh 

her/h.i.s lum.i. l y won ' L dcce1JL yuu 

how can you do this to us 

what will you do when she Ci!lls you <.1 "kike " '? 

you have a. responsibility to the Jew.i.:;h people 

I ' ll/We ' ll be embarrassed 

She/He will try to convert you 

You ' ll meet someone else - you'll yel over it . 

Attitudes with which you might be met: belligerent, angry , under­
standing but non-acceptiny , acccpt.i.ny 

3) You are non- Jewish parents whose son or ,L.1ughtcr plans t..o intennarry arid 
hus just told you. How do you respond? 

Attitudes: acceptance , non - acceptance with anger, non-acceptance 
with understanding . 

Possible arguments , statements: 

Wonderful ! He is u good provider! A good family man ! 

Do you understand what some of the problems might be? 

They ' re different... 

How can you think ubout not havinq ,,i Christian home? 



How can you be Jewish? 

Fine. 

4) You are a person trying to find a rabbj who 1vill per.lunn a mixed marriilge . 
What are you experiencing'? !low do you .respond? 

Possible responses : No with no explanation . No with offer to pro­
vide counseling a nd iniormation. Ye!; wi Lh certain s Lipula tions . 
Yes with no stipulations . 

You feel: confusion , anger , alienation (from yonr own community), 
understanding , acceptance of Jc1-iisl1 rcs[ionse wilh decision to pursue 
your own course, acceptance of Jewjsh response with decision to change 
plans . 

You may say : 

But my family and I h.:ive been o.c L.i. ve .u1 th.is congreya tion for years . 

Why do we have t o be so narrow? 

My f iance has agreed to raise our clli.Ldren as ,J ews . 
to say no one will marry us! 

I'm ' embarrassed 

I don ' t want any part of a reljyion that can ' t uccept me as lam ! 

Why should l be responsibJe ror I lie co11ununily·,• 

I thought you were our fric11d '. ll1,llltJhl you w,>ulcl u11Jen;L,111<1! 

Dut Reform Judaism doesn ' t acccpl h<1l.ucl1uh any1"ay ! 

We'll leave tile congreyation! 

If you won ' t , someone e l se will! 

I want to be Jewish ! Why are you pushing me <1way? 

5) You are a rabbi being approached to perform a mixed marriage . A young per­
son in the company (and presumably with Ute s uvport) of his parent s has 
asked you to do this . What are you experiencing? 

Resignation - that this is h...ipper1ing ztg.::ii~ . 

Sadness - because of your awareness of how this is adding to the decline 
of Jewish life 

Anger - that another young person has fuiled to understand his obliga­
tion and that his parents a] so are involved in this fi1ilurc . 

l\n9er - because you feel Lh,tl you -11 c; l.;ei)l(_J 1na11ipu.L1Lcd or pn.:s~;ured 
to do something . 



Ambivilance - because you 1-1ould like to hel.p but feel unable to do so . 

Challenged - because you have an opportunity to create understanding for 

,}ewish l ife a nd thought . 

Wishful - becc.tuse you wish the whole problem would disappear - perm­

c.tnently '. 

Defensive - because you know you will be GQlled uprn1 to justify your 

viewpoints and feelings - again . 

Happy or at least neulral if your deci s ion is to officiate at mixed 

marriages. 



SESSION II: INTEHMAHHJ l·'.U COUPLES 

A panel discussion with couples who arc.: wiJ I. i JHJ to ~_;hare their exJJeriences and 
insights. Shoul d include marriages in which non-,Je1,-1ish pilrtner has gone through 
gerut as well as marriages in which this has !lot occurred . Might expand the 
range of discussion by includinlj pdrent~; ol cl1i ld1 en \vho l1c1ve intermarried and/ 
or single adults who went through gerut i11 associdtion \vitll an intermarriage. 
Following ilre questions/issues whi.ch f;houlcl lil! louchc.::d upon with .:.i pc1nel of inter­
milrrieds : 

Did you go through yerut or not'? 

Was it in association 1,ith marri<tlJl' ur rur inJept!11dent reason,;'! 

Do you feel comfortable with your dee i sion·! 

Has the Jewish community l>ecn l1e.Lpft1J ,ts you proqn~ssed tllrouqh your 
decisions relating to marriaqe ._ind/01· co11versicJ11? 

Have you experienced any particular prublems in tllis process'? 

What could ideally have been done Lo help your entrance int'.o/ 
association with the corrununity? 

What was the response of your family N1rl friends to your decision(s)? 

Do you feel, looking back, look.iny !J,Wk Ll1,1t you yourself would 
have handled anything differently? 

What decision have you made regarding the religious/cultural iden­
tity of your home , in particular ctf; i L ,1 ffects clli.Lclren·; 

!!ow have you worked out relationship,; with extendec.l [arnil ies where 
your children and religious occasions ure involved? 

Do you have any suggestions for th~ ,lewish commun:i. ty , for other 
couples , etc . based on your experience·! 

!!ow did you make a decision ;1bout wec1diny <.1rranye111ents'? Wllo sup­
plied you with information and how·? Do you feel that you had ad­
equate information and understanding·? 

Might talk about gerut-procedures, preparation, time afterward, 
feelings now . 



Additional questions for p.trenl:~; o.f i11lcrn1,1rr.ieds 

How did you i:-0spond Lo Lhti ne1•JS lh,1l your· son ur dau<Jhler pl,11med to 
intermarry? 

How was the informalioll conveyed Lu yc,u'! 

Did you know wl1c1t r8s0u1-ces v-1erl : .ivc1i L,d)L,,, to you jn t· .. ,n11s or working 
out this siLuaLion? 

Did you fL!el Lh,tl yc,ur "child" 1rn,:1·1:,\11(Jd yuw IL'elimr-.;·1 yo11r point: 
of view? 

Do you fcl;l that: il: is , l Jl[Jt·opi i,lll! l<J ,·,:1,r, .. ;:; yc1ut !'ccljnqs clc;d1.ly 
in regard to conversio11 of ,1 :;u11- u1.· d, t1ql1t,,r-in·- Ldw ':' 

Is there anyth ill';J yuuL· :;011 or d Ltuql tl'-.!1 tnicJlil lictvc· dol!l'. tc, make the 
process oE reachi.n~1 LLll undL•rs~tt11,lj,1,1 ,·.i'.:il!r? 

Is there anything the corru11uni1. y 111 i 'ill 1· !i .. :vc done which you would have 
felt to be supportiv~? 

Looking back, is there <1nythinq yoc.1 wuuJJ have changeci? Do you have 
any suggestions for ti1l) c:onu11rn1i Ly , I. u1· cuup.les , for p,.,ren t:::;·1 

Questions for divorced Ger 

What 1✓ere the circumstances of your _LJCL\ll':' 

Were you 2nd are you now hdppy with U1c1L dt>ci_sion? 

Do you ahve children? lf so, what idelllity have you cltosen for them? 

Did or will your chan':JC :in m.:irit,d ,;L1lw. h~tve ,rny e[fec:L on this de­
cision'? 

Has the community beeu hel.pful in any 1✓ c1y as you have yonc through the 
process of marriage , 9erul and clivo1·ce·., What mi9ht thl: corrunun.i ty have 
done to be more supporLi ve·? 



SESsrm, 11: COMMUN!\!. l'i:'.,l'OlsJSl•: --------- - ----·- - ---- ----

'l'his prese11t~1lion js 1111.:,.uit Lu :;tnvu -i!:i .i11 11111•l:lu; lur tllll.1v<1cl1 pn1qrc1nuni11y within 
the congregation . L-'aciJitator. sl1ould ,tl1t•<1dy IJdvli co11t:1cl!; in t:!Je conyrcqation 
who would be wilJ.jJ(J Lo Ci.UT)' uut:. p11HJt.1111: .. /.'.1cilil<1Lox <111d n>11,Jr·L!tJuliu11c.1L ury-
anizer in cooperc1t.i.on with the i--tbb.i. 111i.qltl d·i .,vu~;s ,1it1~;,1d ur Lime wl1c1l ki..nds of 
proyranuniny are best suiteu Lu Lli,J conq1·v,1.it i<,11; l:l1vrc; :;!iuul<.l bt! .1 cummi Lrnenl 
to the ideu of fol.Low-up proqt.:.i111s ;i,; a pn•-1v•p1i:;it:,• to }10::;t i11tJ il Workshop . Sy11-
o<:J01:JUC o.ry-:rn.i.zer should 111.Jk<..: Ll1i:~ JJJL!:;L•11L.1L1,11, .i11d :;!Juuld .J:;}: Lltc1L parUci1,i.1nt!.l 
complet0 il quest ionna.ire as p:u-L of it.. 

lssues Lo discuss: \•Jh.:tl du i.11t<..:nn,1n ll! I cuui,~•!.; <11Hl,/or I ,unil i.e!:.. or ex LendeJ 
families expect from tile raLbi? l·'i-0111 t l1l' c·,i111111u11 it. •,1·: 1\1 t> l lil'se ex11t'Ct.J tior1,; 
different'! 

How can •,ie !Jest cor,L.1ct inlerm.:1rried f.imi l 1 t!',: 

Mention specif ice proyra:mmign ide<iS . Pruyr.im:.; cun:.t:11 tl y Leinq considered c:ind 
developed by Chicago Refona W..:::;10nse ,ue: inc I u,k·d .ii, SUtJ<Je:,Uons . 



.. ,. 

SAMPLE LE'l'J:'EH. 

Dear Friend: 

Have you ever felt thal you missed out 011 ~;ornell1inlJ in your ,Jewish 

education? Are you uncertain about HOW to culebrate the holiday or Slwbbat--

or even why you might wnat to celebrate it. ut all? Do you have yuestions 

which you are too embarrassed to ask bec.tUSl? you feel that you should lrnow 

the answer? Have you ever wished that you could sit in on your child's 

first grade class in religious school but felt that you might a_ppe<1r to be 

out of place , and anyway, the desks were too f,mc:111? Are you confused about 

your relationship to Jews and Judaism? 

Then you should know about H. O. W. - ~elp is Un the ~ay'. \.Je will meet to-

gether for the first time on________ _ ______________ at 

At that time, we wifl decide as 

a group on the time and frequt:mcy of future meetings . '!'he emphasis of our 

group will be on WHY and HOW - why do Jews c1o certain thin<JS , and how do we 

do them . Our fol'.lnat will vary uccording to the needs and decisions of the 

group ; however , we will have materials and suggestions available to us which 

will include the following: 

Sharing of feelings ancl concerns 
"Light" study sessions with much discussion 
Pre-holiday workshops 
Shared celebration of selected holidays . 

The rabbi will be available to us as will a facjlitator from the U.A . H. C., and 

other community resources . 

We welcome those who have always been Jewish, those who have long been 

Jewish, those who are newly Jewish, and those who have not yet made a fonnal 

commitment to Judaism . Come share and <:JTOW with us! 

Sincerely 

The Adult Education Committee 
Temp.le __________ _ 



• 

'l'he first meeting of IJ.0.W. will be at 'l'crnpk 

Room on -------------- 'l'hc topic of chscussion ilt this 

meeting will be " !low Do I Feel l\boul Jud,1 i ';1n und/or Bci11<J JcvJi:;li? " If you would 

like to stimulate your thought process beJ"o r L:! this first sessi.011, please call 

the Temple office or stop by, and we will lJe sun; that you receive a small 

assortment of reading selecti ons . Briny il cc1lendar so that. we Cun discuss fur-

thur meeting dates. 

***** 

Suggestion: 

After tile f irst ye.ir, the initi .:i.l class bL,comes 11. 0 . ~~ - Bet , and <l new cJ.ass 

should be started, named H.O . \v . Aleph - and so on, until the old HOW groups 

become havurot or leaders of the 11ew HOW yroups . 



,, 

Ms. Janet D. Li11emark 
14 Oak Grove Street #206 
M1nneapo11s, Minn. 55403 

Dear Ms. L111emark: 

December 3, 1980 

Many thanks for your letter of November 29. t recall our 
previous correspondence and am de11gbt8d to know that you 
are moving forward with your study of Judaism and the 
Jewish people. 

Rabbi Shapiro is a dear friend and colleague and I am de­
lighted that he has been so helpful to you. As a matter 
of fact. he 1s the co-chairman of our Task Force on Reform 
Jewish Outreach and very fnvolved tn this important program. 

With gratitude and every good wish. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



f 

14 Oak Grove St., #206 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
November 29, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8J8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

A little over a year ago, I wrote to you about my interest and 
desire to learn more about Judaism. I appreciated your kind 
response and encouragement that I seek out others who might 
assist me. 

I did write to Rabbi Hachen of the Northeast Lakes Council and 
he was very nelpful. In August, however, I relocated from Nichigan 
to live and work here in Minneapolis. I have been regularly 
attending Temple Israel, with Rabbi Max Shapiro. Perhaps you 
know him. He is a very warm and generous person, and he encouraged 
my desire to become more active in the Temple. He suggested some 
classes and lectures for me to attend there and also through the 
University of Minnesota's extension program. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the Temple and am very much looking forward to learning 
more and becoming a part of this fine congregation. 

Thanks again for all your help and advice. I certainly appreciate 
it. 

Sincerely, 

Janet D. Liliemark :. 



. , 

Ms. M1r1am cameron 
1770 Bryant Avenue So., #109 
M1nneapo11s, Minnesota 55403 

Dear Ms. tameron: 

Your 1 etter of June 5 ha 
the liberty of re pond1n 

June 10, 1980 

country last night for eaMl.l' tt111v.i1 •'CIMll-t .. d .i 
to return to the office 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer d1.,...41t• 

Refonn Jewish Outreach, r t fore 
of your book and the 1nfonnatfona1 d 
share. I am certain they w111 1,nei,,.. 

With every good wish and kindest 

S1ncere1 , 

Edith J. M111er 
Assistant to the Pl'es1dent 

cc: Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

copy 
to 



\ 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

1770 Bryant Avenue South 
# 109 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
June 5, 1980 

President of Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

In the process of writing the enclosed book, I 

crune to the conclusion that Jesus was a Jew who taught 

Judaism, not Christianity. He was a Reform Jew. The more 

I studied Judaism, the more I preferred it to Christianityo 

After a great deal of thought, I converted to Judaism in 

July, 1977, and joined Mto Zion Hebrew Congregation in 
Sto Paul, Minnesotao I've been an active member there ever 

since. 

Because of your interest in converts and telling 

non-Jews about Judaism, I thought you might like to see 

Hello, I'm God and I'm Here to Help You. To me, it 
describes the spiritual essence of liberal Judaism. It 

might be helpful to converts and people who are thinking 

of converting. 

Hello, I'm God and I'm Here to Help You will be 

in bookstores all over the country by the middle of June. 

I will be appearing on the Twin Cities media and if the 

book takes off, the publishing company will send me to 
other cities. 

You may be interested to know that when Warner 

Books first bought the book, they were going to publish 

it in hard cover and send me on tour around the country. 

After they found out it isn't Christian, however, they 

decided to publish it in paperback instead. 

I ·hope you like the booko If you want to contact 

me be phone, call 374-3732 or 788-9248 (answering service). 

Sincerely, 

~{!,;f,M,,u;U-r;___ 

Mirirun Cruneron 



Ms. Sheri Singer 
DONAHUE 
2501 Bradley Place 
Chicago, Ill. 60618 

Dear Sheri: 

September 20, 1979 

The calls and letters following Rabbi Schindler's appearance on the 
Donahue Show have been incredible . I know they will continue for 
many weeks as the tape is shown across the country. We've gotten 
very good feed-back. 

Would it be possible to send us a copy oft, transcript. We would 
be grateful. Please also 1 t me know if it 1s possible to get a 
tap of the program and the cost involved. 

With appreciation for your pro pt response nd with warmest regards, 
I am 

Sine rely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



1·0: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o Edie Miller 

FROM: Sheri Singer 

August 22, 1979 

RE: GUEST APPEARANCE ON THE DONAHUE SHOW 

DATE: Tuesday, September 11, 1979 

SHOW TIME: 11:00 to 12 Noon (LIVE) 

PLACE: 2501 W. Bradley Place 

STUDIO ARRIVAL TIME: 

'fRANSPORTATIONe 
ARRANGEMENTS: 

10:30AM .... leave Hyatt at 9: 4 5AM from front 
entrance of hotel. Our driver 
Joe DiCanio will meet you there and 
bring you to the studio. 

TICKETS ENCLOSED: 

HCYrEL: HYATT REGENCY O'HARE 

COMMENTS: If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

~ 
Sheri Singer 
Associate Producer 
SS/ls 

CONTACT PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: 

EMERGENCY ONLY: 

(Area Code 312) 

Dick Mincer -- 433-3742 
Pat McMillen --761 .5934 
Sheri Singer --475-7694 
Darlene Hayes -- 327-9328 

r-T"'l-,.IL..-~I rT"E=!dls==i 

V 



Multimedia Program Productions 
2501 Bradley Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 
312/528-2311 

Live 

WGN 
WMTV 
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WTAP Ch. 18 (NBC) 
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WFBC Ch. 14 (NBC) 
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0'KCRA Ch. 3 (NBC) 
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11:00 AM-Noon 
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9:00-10:00 A..P.1 
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9:00-10:00 AM 
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9:00-10:00 AM 
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9:00-10:00 AM 
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9:00-10:00 AM 
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Two Week Delai rf5 WJCL Ch. 22(ABC) Savannah GA 9:00-10:08 ~ 
KTLA Ch. 5 (IND) Los Angeies, CA 9:00-10:0 M 
KTVU Ch. 2 (IND) San Francisco, CA 11:00 AM - NOO~ 
WBTV Ch. 3 (CBS) Charlotte, NC 9:00-10:00 AM 
WPVI Ch. 6 (ABC) Philadelphia, PA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WCVB Ch. 5 (ABC) Boston, MA 10:30-11:30 AM 
WPLG Ch. 10 (ABC) Miami, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTNH Ch. 8 (ABC) New Haven, Connecticut 8:30-9:30 AM 
WTVW Ch. 7 (ABC) Evansville, Indiana 10:00-11:00 AM 
WLUK Ch. 11 (ABC) Green Bay, Wisconsin 9:30-10:30 AM 
WESH Ch. 2 (NBC) Orlando, Florida 9:00-10:00 AM 
WJAR Ch. 10 (NBC) Providence, Rhode Island 9:00-10:00 AM 
WLYH Ch. 15 (CBS) Lebanon/Lancaster, Penn. 9:00-10:00 PM 
WJIM Ch. 6 (CBS) Lansing, Michigan 9:00-10:00 AM 
KXAS Ch. 5 (NBC) Fort Worth/Dall_c!S, TX 9:30-10:30 AM 
KREX Ch. 5 (CBS/NBC) Grand Junction. co 8:00-9:00 AM 
WPTV Ch. 5 (NBC) West Palm Beach, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
KOA Ch. 4 (NBC) Denver, co 9:00-10:00 AM 
WJRT Ch. 12 (ABC) Flint, Michigan 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOTV Ch. 8 (NBC) Grand Rapids, MI 9:00-10:00 J!-..M 

(S) WTOM Ch. 4 (NBC) Sheboygan, MI 9:00-10:00 AM 
(S) KREY Ch. 10 (CBS/NBC) Montrose, co 8:00-9:00 AM 
(S) KREZ Ch. 6 (CBS/NBC) Durango, co 8:00-9:00 AM 

Three week Dela:t: 

WPBN Ch. 7 (NBC) 

10\r 
Traverse City/Cadillac, MI 9:00-10:00 AM 

KPRC Ch. 2 (NBC) Houston, TX 9:00-i.0:00 AM 
wcco Ch. 4 (CBS) Minneapolis, MN 8:00-9:00 AM Sc 

L:00-2:00 AM 
KTVI Ch. 2 (ABC) St. Louis, MO 9:00-10:00 AM 
WRAU Ch. 19 (ABC) Peoria, IL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WCIA Ch. 3 (CBS) Champaign, IL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WMAZ Ch. 13 (CBS) Macon, Georgia 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOAY Ch. 4 (ABC) Oak Hill, W. Va. 9:00-10:00 AM - . 

WOWK Ch. 13' (ABC) Huntington, WV 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTAR Ch. 3 (CBS) Norfolk, VA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOKR Ch. 13 (ABC) Rochester, NY 9:00-10:00 AM 
WSM Ch. 4 (NBC) Nashville, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
WDSU Ch. 6 (NBC) New Orleans, LA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KFSN Ch. 30 (CBS) Fresno, CA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WBBH Ch. 20 (NBC) Fort Myers, FL 4:00-5:00 PM 
WTEN Ch. 10 (ABC) Albany/Schenectady, NY 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTWO Ch. 2 (NBC) Terre Haute, IN 9:00-10:00 AM 

Four Week Dela;t: 
** KTAL CH. 6 (NBC) 

I iJ\'j 

Shreveport, LA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WNNE Ch. 31 (NBC) Hanover, NH 4:00-5:00 PM 
WMC Ch. 5 (NBC) Memphis, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
KETV Ch. 7 (ABC) Omaha, NE 9:00-10:00 AM 
KPHO Ch. 5 (IND) Phoenix, AZ 9:00-10:00 AM M-F & 

12:30-1:30 AM M-TH 
WSJV Ch. 28 (ABC) Elkhart, IN 9:00-10:00 AM 

** KVAL Ch. 13 (NBC) Eugene, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
** KPIC Ch. 4 (NBC) Rosebu~g, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
** KCBY Ch. 11 (NBC) Coosbay, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 

#New time **New Market/(S) Satellite 
*New delav 



Four Week Delay (continued) 

WBRE Ch. 28 (NBC) 
KYTV Ch. 3 (NBC) 
WRBT Ch. 33 (NBC) vo/ WJXT Ch. 4 (CBS) 
WSLS Ch. 10 (NBC) 
KOIN Ch. 6 (CBS) 
WMT Ch. 2 (CBS) 
KCMO Ch. 5 (CBS) 
WBNG Ch. 12 (CBS) 
WTVC Ch. 9 (NBC) 
WLIO Ch. 35 (NBC) 

KIRO Ch. 7 (CBS) 
KVOS Ch. 12 (CBS) 

Five Week Delay 

KIFI Ch. 8 (NBC) 
WAPT Ch. 16 (ABC) 
WVIR Ch. 29 (NBC) 
WIFR Ch. 23 (CBS) 
KOLD Ch. 13 (CBS) 
WOI Ch. 5 (ABC) 
WTVR Ch. 6 (CBS) 
WWLP Ch. 22 (NBC) 
KTVX Ch. 4 (ABC) 
WIXT Ch. 9 (ABC) 
IJ<CBJ Ch. 17 (ABC) 
KOCO Ch. 5 (NBC) 
WTSP Ch. 10 (ABC) 
KTIV Ch. 4 (NBC) 
KTHV Ch. 11 (CBS) 
WBIR Ch. 10 (CBS) 
KXLY Ch. 4 (ABC) 
WPTA Ch. 21 (ABC) 

Six Week Delay 

KOAM Ch. 7 (NBC) 
KECI Ch. 13 (NBC/CBS) 
WEAU Ch. 13 (NBC) 
WRDW Ch. 12 (CBS) ,~\,3 KOAA Ch. 5 (NBC) 
KGGM Ch. 13 (CBS) 
KERO Ch. 23 (NBC) 
WLTX Ch. 19 (CBS) 
WTAJ Ch. 10 (CBS) 
WTVD Ch. 11 (CBS) 
WKPT Ch. 19 (ABC) 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, PA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Springfield, MO 11:30 AM- 12:30 PM 
Baton Rouge, LA 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
Jacksonville, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
Roanoke, VA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Portland, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
Cedar Rapids, IA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Kansas City, MO 9:00-10:00 AM 
Binghamton, NY 9:30-10:30 AM 
Chattanooga, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
Lima, OH _ 10 ~O_O-Yl:_QJ) N1. 

Seattle, WA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Bellingham, WA ) ~:00-10:00 AM 

Idaho Falls, ID 
Jackson MS 
Charlottesville, VA 
Rockford, IL 

11:00 AM-12 NOON 
11:00 PM-12 MIDNIGHT 
7:00-8:00 PM 

Tucson, AZ 
Des Moines (AMES), IA 
Richmond, VA 
Springfield, MA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Syracuse, NY 
Columbia, MO 
Oklahoma ,City, OK 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Sioux City, IA 
Little Rock, AK 
Knoxville, TN 
Spokane, WA 
Fort Wayne, IN 

11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
5:00-6:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10: 30-11: 30 Ai'-1 
9:30-10:30 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
4: 30-5 :~0 -PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9: oo-fo :oo -AM 

Pittsburg, Kansas(Joplin,MO)9:00-10:00 AM 
Missoula, MT 9:00-10:00 AM 
Eau Claire, WI 9:00-10:00 AM 
Auqusta, GA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Colorado Springs/Pueblo,CO 9:00-10:00 AM 
Albuquerque, NM 9:00-10:00 AM 
Bakersfield, CA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Columbia, SC 9:00-10:00 AM 
Altoona/Johnstown,PA 9:00-10:00 AM 
Raleigh-Durham, NC 9:00-10:00 AM 
Kingsport, TN (Tri-Cities) 9:30-10:30 AM 

** · New Station/~S)MarkPt ~~tellite 
*New delay 



Six Week Delay (continued) 
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WQAD Ch. 8 
KTEW Ch. 2 
WECT Ch. 6 
WAPI Ch. 13 
KRGV Ch. 5 
KTVB Ch. 7 
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WPSD Ch. 6 

(NBC) 
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(NBC} 
(NBC} 
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(NBC} 
(NBC/CBS) 
(NBC/CBS) 
(NBC) 

Seven Week Delay 

WJHG Ch. 7 
WCSH Ch. 6 
WTVM Ch. 9 
WICU Ch. 12 

(S} KABY Ch. 9 
KCOY Ch. 12 
WKRG Ch. 5 
KVUE Ch. 24 
KWU Ch. 5 
KBJR Ch. 6 
KMCC Ch. 28 
KTTC Ch. 10 

KNOP Ch. 2 
WYTV Ch. 33 
WCTV Ch. 6 
KAPP Ch. 13 
KSFY Ch. 13 
KPRY Ch. 4 
KTVH Ch. 12 
KFDA Ch. 10 
WSFA Ch. 12 

(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC} 
(CBS} 
(CBS) 
(ABC) 
(IND) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 

(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(CBS) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(CBS) 
(NBC) 

Eight Week Delay 

Plattsburgh, NY 
Moline, IL 
Tulsa, OK 
Wilmington, NC 
Birmingham, AL 
Weslaco, TX 
Boise, ID 
Butte, MT 
Kalispell, MT 
Paducah, KY 

Panama City, FL 
Portland, ME 
Columbus, GA 
Erie, PA 
Aberdeen, SD 
Santa Maria, CA 
Mobile, AL 
Austin, TX 
Henderson/Las Vegas,NV 
Duluth, MN 
Lubbock, TX 
Rochester/Austin/ 
Mason City, MN 
North Platte, NB 
Youngstown, OH 
Tallahassee, FL 
Yakima, WA 
Sioux Falls, SD 
Pierre, SD 
Wichita-Hutchinson, KS 
Amarillo, TX 
Montgomery, AL 

KHAS Ch. 5 
KTVL Ch. 10 
KTVN Ch. 2 
KOTA Ch. 3 
KTHI Ch. 11 
WCTI Ch. 12 

(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(NBC} 
(ABC) 
(ABC) 

\In Hastings/Lincoln, NE 
~\'f Medford~ OR 

Reno, NV 

WMUR Ch. 9 
KSBW Ch. 8 
KABL Ch. 10 

KSWO Ch. 7 
KPLC Ch. 7 
KFYR Ch. 5 

(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(Cable} 

(ABC} 
(NBC) 

(NBC) 

Rapid City, SD 
~ argo, ND 

New Bern/Greenville/ 
Washington, NC 
Manchester, NH 
Salinas/Monterey, CA 
Palm Desert, CA 

Lawton/Wichita, OK 
Lake Charles. LA 
Bismarck, ND 

** New Station/(S)Market Sat~llite 
*New delay 
#New time 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
12:30-1:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
5:00-6:00 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10: 00-11: 00 Al'\i 
9:30-10:30 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10: 00..:.11: 00- A!-1 
8:00-9:00 AM 

3:30-4:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
12:00-12:30 PM 
8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
11:30-12:30 PM & 
7:00-8:00 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 



Eight Week Delay continued 

KMOT Ch. 10 
KUMV Ch. 8 
WHNT Ch. 19 
WFMZ Ch. 69 
WCBI Ch. 4 
KIMO Ch. 13 

KCEN Ch. 6 

KBMT Ch. 12 
WLUC Ch. 6 
KNOE Ch. 8 

(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(IND) 
(CBS) 
(ABC) 

(NBC) 

(ABC) 
(CBS/ABC) 
(CBS) 

Nine Week Delay 

WKTV Ch. 
KTSM Ch. 

2 
9 

(NBC) 
(NBC) 

WLBZ Ch. 2 (NBC) 

Ten Week Delay 

KMID Ch. 2 
KGMB Ch. 3 
WBKB Ch. 11 

(NBC) , I~ 
(CBS) \ 
(CBS) 

CABLE MARKETS: 

Minot, ND 
Williston, ND 
Huntsville, AL 
Allentown, PA 
Columbus/Tupelo, MS 
Anchorage, AK 

Temple/Waco, TX 

Beaumont, TX 
Marquette, MI 
Monroe, LA 

Utica, NY 
El Paso, TX 

Bangor, Maine 

Midland/Odessa, TX 
Honolulu/Maui,HI 
Alpena, MI 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
1:00-2:00 PM & 
6:Q0-7:_Q0 ~AM 
9:00-10:00 Ni 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

12:30-1:30 PM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM & 
5:00-6:00 PM 

CATV Puerto Rico Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 10:30-11:30 AM, 

WSVI Virgin Islands 

6:00-7:00 PM & 
10:00-11:00 PM 

Christiansted, St. Croix,VI 10:30-11:30 AM 

TO BE ADDED: 

( 9/1) 
( 8/6) 
(7/23) 
(8/6) 

KMOL CH. 4 (NBC) San Antonio, TX 
KULR CH. 8 (ABC) Billings, MT 
KYEL CH.13(NBC/ABC)Yuma, AR 
KTSB CH. 27 (NBC) Topeka, KS 

#New Time 
*New delay 

**New Station/(S) Market Satellite 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 
4:30-5:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

(0171) 



Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington Woods, MI. 48070 

Dear Lucille: 

September 11, 1979 

I trust you've had a chance to ch t with Sandy Seltzer and that your 
conversations went well. I am looking forward to chatting with you 
and hope we will have a chance to see each other in the very near 
future. Please do give me advance notice of your travel plans so 
WIii can avoid scheduling difficulties. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Marshall and our 
warm good wishes for a sweet and fulfilling ew Year. 

I incerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington Woods, MI 48070 

Dear Luci 11e: 

July 19 • 1979 

I'm just back from my trav ls to l ra 1 and £erope It w good to 
get a ay and lhea and I were le to g t tn a few dV of rest and 
reluat1on. 

As I told you 1n my letter of June 14, I am eager to have an oppor­
tunity to chat with you. At the ment I don•t have any lans to 
be in the vicinity of Detroit. I was wondering 1f your travels 
might take you to New York at ny t1me 1n the near future. Perhaps 
we could arrange to get together 1f you find that you and Marshall 
are going to be fn this area. 

I hope you've been enjoying a restful and rewarding Slllllller. Rhea 
joins are fn sending fondest regards to you and Marshall. 

S1 ncere,ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



t 

Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington Woods, MI 48070 

Dear Lucille: 

June 14, 1979 

I received rave reports concerning the RJA function and I write to con­
vey my personal as well as my institutional thanks to you for your mani­
fold efforts toward the advancement of our cause. We are all beholden 
to you. 

In a few days I'm going to be off to Europe and when I return I'd like 
to have a chance to talk to you. There are some ideas which I have 
which I'd like to brainstorm with you. I'll be in touch when I get 
back in a month or so. 

My very best to you and Marshall and again my heartfelt thanks. 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Ms. Crystal Glugla 
3042 North Troy 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 

Dar Ms. Glugla: 

September 18, 1979 

Thank you for your letter of r cent date in which you express your 
desire to learn more about Judaism and the conversion procedure. 

I am sharing your lett r with Rabbi Alan Bregman of the UAHC's 
Chicago office. We have an Introduction to Judaism program and 
work closely with the r bbis of the Chicago rain aiding those 
who wish to embrace the Je ish faith. You y contact Rabbi Bregman 
directly and I know you will find him to sensitive and understand-
ing. The office is located at 100 est Montee Street, Room 312 and 
the telephone number is 782-1477 . 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Alan D. Bregman 
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September 18, 1979 

K. Valasek 
3922 Lawn Avenue 
Western Springs, Ill. 60558 

Dear Mr. Valesek: 

Thank you for your recent letter. It was goo of you to 

share your thoughts with me. 

L~i th every good wish, I am 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





September 14, 1979 

Dear Bob: 

It was great seeing you in Chicago and appearing on TV with youl When 
we watched the New York showing at tire office yesterday the staff in 
the room was more excited &t seetng you - I'm old hat to them - and 
they couldn't get ov r how well you look. I agree. you're looking 
marvelo■a - I think that comes from 1e 1ng the Union staffl I 

The couples you brought w re nervelous tnd lam grateful to you. I 
thought the peogram went very well, aside from the few times we got 
off the subject, and the partfcpants from the audience were articulate 
and touching. There were a few very special people, I hope they are 
part of your congregation for you deserve that kind of nachas. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Marcia and all good 
wishes for a healthy, happy and fulftllfng New Year. 

Rabbi Robert D. Schreibman 
Temple Jeremiah 
937 Happ Road 
Northfilld, Ill. 60093 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I 

Mrs. William J. Meyers 
3240 Lak Shore Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60657 

Dear Mrs. Meyers: 

March 20, 1979 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of March 16. I am 
grateful that you took th time to sh r your concerns 
with me. 

Enclosed herewith is a c py of the full text of my address 
to the UAHC Board of Trustees. I elieve a reading of the 
entire speech will indicate to you that we are not very far 
apart in our thinking. 

With repeated thanks and warm good wish s, I am 

Sincer ly, 

Al xander M. Schindler 



I 

MRS. WTLLTAM J. MEYERS 

3240 LAKE SHORE DRIVE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 

March 16, 1979 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 
In the March issue of Reform Judaism I read the article 

"UAHC Launches Program to Win Converts." In response to 
the apparent need and desire of the U.A.H.C. to encourage 
Christians and others of undecided faith to join the 
Jewish faith, I'd like to express the following feelings. 

My daughter was married to a Catholic young man 
this past summer. I understood that since he was not 
converting, the Rabbi of our Congregation could not 
marry the couple. • 

However, I did ask the Rabbi if he could give 
them a blessing in his pri~te study and he declined. 
I know there are some trad~onal religious reasons 
why such a blessing could be excluded from the Rabbi's 
chores ,amd prevent· him 4 from ,so:- adinin1stering a blessing. 

It is my definite feeling/and insight in this one 
particular case, that if the Rabbi had complied with 
the request, my son-in-law would have felt welcomed 
by the Rabbi, and in time might have become affiliated 
with my daughter in the Temple. The young couple was 
aware that the Rabbi had declined to bless them, which 
certainly did not give their religious orientation 
as a couple into Judaism a good start. It furthermore 
removed a great deal of the feeling my husband and I 
had for the temple and the Rabbi. If two young, eager, 
intelligent people could not be blessed privately by 
a Rabbi of a congregation, where their Father had 
served as a' member,·of the Board of Trustees for 12 
years, then there seemed little chance that our 
attachment for the Temple and formal Judaism had 
much meaning to them. What this did; infact.- was turn 
our entire family away from the congregation. We 
still enjoy worshipping, but simply do not feel that 
the strict formality of this particular incident was 
appropriate. 

I'm afraid more mixed couples__.will be turned away 
from Judaism, rather than drawn to~! if such practices 
persist. I'm writing to you in hopes that you can 
discuss this matter with the Rabbinical Board and 
possible get some reversal of such practices. 

I, personally, would bless an animal and wish 
it well. To turn down a young couple, with aspirations 
of happiness and/hopefully1 Jewish aspiring, seems to 
me a cruel use of tradition and a disservice to the 
program of launching converts for Judaism. 

Hoping this letter may have some effect on the 
Rabbinet and possibly help other young couples to 
adapt their marriages to Judaism and eventually convert 
the non-Jewish spouse to our religion,~;e~ 



February 23, 1979 

Mrs.Margart s. Jensen 
3415 20th venu So. 23 
Grand Forks, N.D. 5 201 

Dar Mrs. J ns n: 

Th nk you for yo r re en letter 
ing about th Jewish faith. 

I am taking the li 
the UAHC•s Gre t L 
g tion in argo i 
I must tell you I 
Grand Forks. It i 
closer. 

In any ev n, 
tion on Ju· , incl 
which would id yo in your earc 
religion and peopl. 

With every goo h, I am 

Sincer ly, 

ressi n of interest in learn-

et~er to the director of 
Br gman. Our Reform congre­

l. How ver, in all honesty 
dist:nce between Fargo and 

n in another Stat ight b 

o rovi you with infnnna­
f books you might obtain 
ledg about the Jewish 

Alexandr M. Schindler 

co: Rabbi Alan D. Bregman 



Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Arnold Kaiman 
Congregation Kol Ami 
255 East Ontario Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Arnold, 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COl LE GE JEWISH INSTITUTE 0~ RELIGION 
1_;01 B0rLST0NS1Rf'F~ ROOM ?07 ( Ht< 'JU' ri ILL MASS 02167 5171277,555 

February 20~ 1979 

NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
011ecrrir 

Thank you for your invitation to participate on your WIND radio program show on April first. As I indicated during our telephone call, I will be in Los Angeles that day, and upon receipt of the telephone number, will phone the station from the Los Angeles Air­port a few minutes before 9 pm. Los Angeles time, which I gather is 11 p.m. Chicago time . You, in turn, will then phone me hack and we can continµe accordingly. 

I look· forward to seeing you in Phoenix. 

Sincerely,, 

Chairman ,, · ·: • ~ 
MauheW,:tJ,.Ross . ~- ~:1<-:11 \i 
Pres,d~;;t • ..,.. I •• ·R bb·. Sanford Seltzer Rabb, 1%ican9er M, Schindler . a 

1 
1. 

Reg,oriat Pres1der>1 
Melvin Kutchin 

Vice Presidents 
Charles Ehrlich 
Carl. Feldman 
Harold Perkins 
Roben Summ,1 

Secretary 
Myrna Jacobs 

Treasu,e( 
Roben,J Eps1e1n 

Nar,. 1na1 Board 

V•ce Ch"a1rman 
Alan V lsel1n 

Dr David BenDaniel 
Harold Cotton . 
Dr• Ha·old M Fa,genbaum 

~
1;Wr~:i~ {,~~l~5

n°bnerger Jr 
~~~~t~-· ARJ~~nBG

1
&1~~!so~n 

Robert Green 
t,.,-1elvin Kutchin 
Sol Lev.tes 
Rabb, Je1ome R Mal,no 
Monon Narva 

~~%~f'(.,~?a'l'Js11ve, 
R.1t,en Summit 
HoYvard W,11-.otf 

RSS/em 

cc: Edith Miller 




