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@“r M August 26, 1991

Todd W. Schwindt
1345 North University Drive
Fargo, ND 58102

Dear Mr. Schwindt:

It was heartening to learn of your interest in Judaism and I
assure you we of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
will do our utmost to help you in your desire to study
Judaism.

The UAHC has an excellent Outreach program with Coordinator
in our 14 regional offices throughout the country. Our
Chicago office is the closest to you and I am sharing your
letter with our Great Lakes Council/Chicago Federation
Outreach Coordinator, Mimi Dunitz. She will be in touch
with you with information on books, resources and all manner
of data to help you in your pursuit of knowledge about
Judaism and the Jewish people.

We do have a synagogue in Fargo, but at the moment they are
not being served by a rabbi. I will be touch with the
president, Mr. Mark Fasman, as well as a member-family who
happen to be dear friends of mine, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Feder,
so that your name and your interest in Judaism will be
known to them when you go to Temple Beth El. It is located
at 809 South 11th Avenue and the telephone number is 232-
0041. This temple also serves the Moorhead community.

I wish you well in your search for a meaningful faith and
way of life.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Ms. Mimi Dunitz
Mr. Mark Fasman
Mr, and Mrs. Paul Feder



Todd W. Schwindt
1345 North University Dr.
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

August 18, 1991

Rabbi Schindler
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

I am writing you in search of gdvice on a spiritual dilemma . I was raised in
the Roman Catholic faith. For about the past two years, I am now twenty three,
I have been less than happy with the church and the teachings it is handing
down. Maybe it is that I have grown old enough to see what seems to be a faith
founded not so much on the teachings of God, but rather in trying to maintain
its parishoners.

I have speant many days pondering over potential solutions, so that I might
return to performing the good works of God. It then occurred to me that con-
verting to a faith which taught and practiced the teachings of God, handed down
by Moses, was in most likelihood the best solution. Judaism seemed to be, from
what little I have read, to be such a faith/way of life.

I believe that Judaism is the answer for one reasean which stands out in my mind,
It is a way of life which is founded on the teachings of Moses and the traditions
carried out for centuries. If you could provide me with information on conversion
to Judaism and books which I might read about the faith, and/or people who I

might speak with in my area I would be ever greatful.

Thank you for your time. I can be reached at the above address or by phone

at (701)280-0496 during the evenings. Also if you could provide me with a list
of Synagogues in the Fargo-Moorhead area where I might begin my study of the
faith while I finish pharmacy school, I would be very appreciative.

Sincerely, SR

Todd W. Schwindt
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Ms. Dorothy M. Wright
URH 621 Daniels Hall
1010 West Green Street
Urbana, IL 61801

Dear Ms. Wright:

Your letter of February 8 has just reached me and I hasten to reply.
First of all, however, let me express my warm good wishes on your
forthcoming marriage. I wish you and your fiance well, may you be
blessed with a mariage which brings much happiness, beauty and fulfill-
ment to you both.

Unfortunately, I would be negating everything that I stand for were I
to recommend a rabbi who might perform your marriage ceremony with a
Catholic priest. Indeed, I am not even certain I know of anyone in
your meea who would do such a ceremony but I really do not approve of
such interfaith wedding ceremonies. You not that your husband-to-be
beldngs to a symagogue and I would urge that he discuss your plans with
his rabbi. Perhaps the three of you might talk together, it would most
probably be helpful.

I am enclosing herewith the Union's Catalogue and I have checked some
books which would be of interest and help. They can be ordered directly
from our pulications office.

Wlease do not hesitate to contact me if I can help you in any other way.
I do hope you understand and appreciate my situation in regard to inter-
faith ceremonies.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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October 22, 1985

Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit
Emanuel Congregation

5959 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, I1linois 60660

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your letter in regard to Divre Gerut and the work
of your committee.

Let me assure you that I do not intend to raise this matter in
my President's Message. There is no need to worry.

Looking forward to seeing you dnd with warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



Rabhi Joseph A. Edelheit +

October 4, 1985 Lg{Q x%
C/J

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Union of the American Hebrew Congregations
838 57th Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Alex:

I hope this note finds you well and that your High Holy Days
and Sukkot have been enriching and serene.

I am writing at the suggestion of Joe Glaser, who explained to
me that you raised some issues with him regarding standard-
ization of conversion procedures. He told me that he sent

you a copy of the Divre Gerut, which had been. edited under

my chairship of the C.C.A.R. committee on Gerut. This is

the first time in over 90 years that the conference standardized
any procedures. With the close relationship between that
committee and the then taks force on outreach, the issues of
procedures were carefully evaluated. There is no doubt in

my mind that there are individual collegues who choose to be
either more Mahmir over and against those who are again, in
my opinion, Makiel.

What ever the individual procedure might be, the Conference is
on record in suggesting the procedures as you see in the

Divre Gerut. If you are of the opinion that those procedures
should be stricter, then I urge you to suggest that to your
collegues at the C.C.A.R. convention in Snowmass this June.

I would be uncomfortable having this issue raised at the UAHC
Biennial in Los Angeles, because the nautre of those procedures
are intricately woven into a rabbi's preception of his/her

role with the Ger. I hope that you will urge our collegues to
pursue for themselves higher standards, but the place for that
urging belongs among rabbis. I hope that you will consider my
thoughts, and I would be more than happy to help you in what
ever way possible, if you need any explication of how the

Divre Gerut was put together. My best to you in the days ahead.

Most [Sincerely,

Edelheit

EMANUEL CONGREGATION

5959 North Sheridan Road  Chicago, Illinois 60660 (312) 561-5173 Study




August 12, 1985

Ms. Patricia Levy
Box 673
Robinson, IL 62454

Dear Ms. Levy:

Thank you. | am deeply grateful to you for your beautiful letter. It
was good of you to share with me a bit of your background as well as
your thoughts on your Judaism. You are indeed a very proud Jew and |
am grateful to you for writing to me as you did.

Judaism has gained greatly from new Jews who have chosen to join our
faith and our people. | take great pride in the fact that Reform Move-
ment has made excellent strides in terms of welcoming and accepting our
Jews by Choice. It is my prayer that the day will come whenethe total
Jewish community will be as open and gracious as our own Movement. That
Is not 6o say that even our Reform community cannot do better in terms
of our attitudes to Jews by Choice and | assure you wélbill always seek
to strengthen and enhance our acceptance of all who choose to become a
part of the Jewish community.

With repeated thanks and every good wish to you and your family, | am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
















November 30, 1983

Dr, Sumner Hagler
1430 N. Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004

Dear Dr. Hagler:

Thank you for your very thoughtful letter. I appreciate your having
shared your thoughts and concerns with me.

I hope you understand I am loathe to dictate what must in the final
analysis be left to the conscience of the individual rabbi. Yes,

there are rabbis who will perform interfaith marriages. There are
rabbis who will perform such marriages only in very specific situations.
There are rabbis who will not perform such marrdages no matter what the
circumstances It has always been my feeling that each rabbi must make
a personal determination on this kind of question. And, I simply will
not, cannot, dictate to the conscience of any individual.

With appreciation for your understanding and with kindest greefings, I
am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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June 21, 1983

Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit
Sinal Temple

2800 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN 46360

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter in regard to the handling of the
question of rabbinic officiation at Interfaith marriages. Joe, let me
assure you that | am confident everything will be worked out to the
satisfaction of all concerned.

Sandy Seltzer has done an excellent draft memo on this subject. It seems
to be meeting with the approval of all who have read it. | am certain
this memo will help us bring the matter to a suitable conclusion and that
it will meet with the approval of everyone involved. You will, of course,
be kept apprised.

With fondest regards and all good wishes, | am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit (o

June 16, 1983 4247v~}bv\

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler L;yeﬂ/}&x

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue .
New York, NY 10021 }A

Dear Alex, vQﬁyﬁﬁfb (JA)L
AN

Thank you very much for your very gracious letter to my ﬁb
congregation on the event of its 70th Anniversary. It
was deeply appreciated.

I am very concerned following the Executive Board Meeting
that there is still no clear cut vision of what is going

to occur at the Houston Biennial with regard to a statement
on the question of rabbinic officiation of mixed marriages
coming forth from the Task Force/Commission. | am hopeful
that you will take this opportunity, having been party to
the discussion at the Executive Board, and understanding
the consensus of that Executive Baard that you might now

be more directive in the context of an area which | know

we both agree is a rabbinic area solely. | would be
satisfied with a statement coming forth from the Task Force
that said the issue had been carefully studied and debated
and its conclusion is simply that the issue belongs within
the rabbinate and continued dialogue in the specific congre-
gation, the laity and the congregational rabbi. For me, it
is the most honest statement and does not raise the spectre
of some of the unfortunate language of both Sandy and Mel's
papers. Though | may only be a voice of one, as a rabbinic
colleague on the Task Force, | hope that you will take due
consideration of what | think has been an inordinate amount
of time spent on an issue that should not have ever been an
issue of the Task Force. | am fully confident that Gunther
will be able to find whatever means to correct the direction
that has currently been taken, but | am even more confident

A

I
SINMTEMPLE 2800 Franklin Street  Michigan City, IN 46360 (219) 874-4477 Study
IK7AN (219) 874-6475 Home




June 16, 1983

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
page 2

that as the Qabbi of the UAHC and as its spiritual leader, you
can set the tone by saying; we have discussed it and debated
it and now it belongs where it has always belonged, within

the CCAR. | hope you will not take umbrage at the presumption
of this letter or its tone. | am very excited about the work
that the committee has done and has yet to do and fearful that
the unfortunate misdirection of this topic will only lead us
more astray. | thank you for this opportunity and look for-
ward to our contined work together.

Mosf sincerely,
\v

Rabbf Joseph A. Edelheit

JAE/dk

cc Rabbi Joseph Glaser
Rabbi Gunther Plaut
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman



November 29, 1982

Mr. Herbert S. Wander

Katten, Muchin, Zavis,
Pearl and Galler

4100 Mid-Continental Plaza

55 Ewst Monroe Street

Chicago, IL 60603

Dear Herb:

Bt was good hearing from you and I am grateful for your
thoughtfudness. The findings in the recent Jewish Bopu-
lation Study of Metropolitan Chicahg are of great interest
to me. I thank you for having shared this data with me,
it will be most helpful.

I enjoyed meeting you and it is my hope our paths will
cross again in the future. Until then, warm good wishes.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




MEMO FROM

HERBERT S. WANDER

November 19, 1982

To: Rabbi Alex Schindler

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

I certainly enjoyed your remarks at
lunch today.

We recently completed a new Jewish
Population Study of Metropolitan Chicago.
Our preliminary results have just been
announced (they are preliminary - not yet
for publication - and we intend to refine
them) .

I think you might find interesting
the findings concerning how children of
mixed marriages are raised (pg 17). I
mentioned our results at the GA last week
and indicated that more positive efforts
have to be devoted to mixed marriages. I
was surprised that my remarks were not
well received by some.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

ces Dr. Steven B. Nasatir ~ baF e
Dr. Peter Friedman (g Y

JEWISH FEDERATION/JEWISH UNITED FUND OF METROPOLITAN CHICAGO '
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KATTEN, MUCHIN, ZAVIS, PEARL & GALLER

A LAW PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS
4100 MID-CONTINENTAL PLAZA 55 EAST MONROE STREET

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603




March 16, 1982

Rabbi David Polish

Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
1200 Lee Street

Evanston, IL 60202

Dear David:

I appreciate your writing and your thoughtfulness in sharing your
colurn prior to its publication in the Jewish Bentinel.

I recall your cautions as theyappeared in the Confermmce Journal.
We can certainly agree to disagree agreeably.

With warmest regards mee bayit 1'bayit, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



RABBI DAVID POLISH
BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE

1200 LEE STREET March 11, 1982
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 16 Adar 5742
e0zo2

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Shalom, Alex,

In a forthcoming column in the Jewish Sentinel of Chicago
(copy enclosed), I am raising some concerns about the
outreach program which has been launched by the Union.
It is only fair that you should see it before the issue is

in print.

Needless to say, my esteem for you and my enormous
regard for your achievements are in no way affected by
my attitude on this particular issue about which, inciden-
tally, I had also written about two years ago in the
Conference Journal.

Best wishes.

Shalom,

-

/ /,,/ /)/

RABBI DAVID POLISH
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Rabbi David Polish

I have growing reservations about programs within Jewish life for outreach to
non-Jews. From the outset, I should stress that these reservations do not apply to
all efforts being made toward bringing mixed families and their children into Jewish
life. For them we should engage in a vigorous program of outreach, education and
help so that they could in time become united Jewish families. Obviously, even in those
cases, we cannot attempt to proselytize any devout Chrisitans (married to Jews)
who do not wish to abandon their faith.

I believe, however, that forsome the concept of outreach includes many other
gentifles who are not intermarried and not identified with churches. Somehow,
programs of this sort develop a life of their own, especially when they are handsomely
funded and begin to go beyond boundaries that may not be as carefully defined as they
should be. I would feel much more secure about this issue if agencies developing
outreach programs were to specifically state that they are limiting themselves only
to intermarried families.

One reason for concern is that some Christian bodies and individuals have begun
to detatch themselves from proselytizing among Jews. We should recognize that
this is a major concession because, from the beginning of Christianity, proselytizing
was considered to be the central ""mitzvah'' of Christianity. Jesus commanded his
disciples to go out into the world and make converts in his name. For a Christian
or a Christian group to renounce this ""mitzvah' is a major development in modern
religion.

In 1958 Reinhold Niebuhr, writing in the Journal of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis said, "The Christian majority can achieve a more genuine tolerance
only if it assumes the continued refusal of the Jew to be as similated either ethnically

or religiously. ‘That recognition involves an appreciation of the



s
resources of Jewish life, morally and religiously, which make Judaism something
other than an inferior form of religion such as must ultimately recognize the
superiority of the Christian faith; and end its long resistance by capitulation and
conversion. "

In 1969 the Catholic Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity stated, '"Relations
between Christians and Jews have for the most part been no more than a monologue.

A true dialogue must now be established...the condition of dialogue is respect for
the other as he is, for his faith and religious convictions. All intent of proselytizing
and conversion is excluded. "

Most recently, Dr. Harry James Cargas, speaking at the Catholic St. John's
University said, "Heavy Christian emphasis on missionizing should be re-directed
toward perfecting individual Christian lives. Missionary efforts, however well
intentioned, are generally not as well received by the intended beneficiaries as they
are enthusiastically endorsed by those of the performing group. Perhaps Christians
might comprehend this be tter if they try to imagine how they would react if Jews
tried to convert us to Judaism."

Even some Evangelical bodies have been considering their proselytizing program
toward the Jews.

In light of all this, it would be a serious moral and political error to engage in

Christian _
such activities as would prompt A individuals and bodies to reconsider their own
program and return to the central "mitzvah" of Christianity. This is no time for
inter-religious competition, and possible conflict. After all, why shouldn't Christians
go after '"unsynagogued'' Jews?

In this context, I would hope that the title, '""Jews by Choice,'"" conferred on and by
converts ought to be changed. It is an invidious title which suggests that vast numbers
of born Jews are not so by choice. Certainly at the very least, the victims of

the survivors of the death camps, Russian refuseniks
twentieth century persecution,jwho could have chosen to abandon their Jewishness



< instead e So are countless others.

and/clung to it with devotion, are Jews by choice./ My suggestion would be that an
appropriate Hebrew né.me be designated; certainly the name Ger is a noble title.

In addition, I would suggest that after a reasonable period of time, bearers of that
title be allowed to drop it once and for all since they have been absorbed into
the Jewish community. This would be no different from the title '"Naturalized
Citizen'" which is dropped when such a person becomes integrated into the American

becomes
society and A just a plain citizen.
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December 14, 1981

Ms. Leslie Simon
UAHC

100 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603

Dear Leslie:

Thank you for keeping me posted.

The Biennial was great! I'm sure you've heard by now, of
course, that the video tape was super. You looked just

beautiful and when you talked - sheer pearls. We all love
you.

Fondly,

Alexander M. Schindler
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December 14, 1981

Ms. Leslie Simon
UAHC

100 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603

Dear Leslie:

Thank you for keeping me posted.

The Biennial was great! I'm sure you've heard by now, of
course, that the video tape was super. You looked just
beautiful and when you talked - sheer pearls. We all love

you.

Fondly,

Alexander M. Schindler
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December, 1981

Dear Friends:

At a recent workshop, one of our participants recommended that we send a note
to each of the Chicago area synagogues requesting that they place a notice about
Chicago Reform Response in their synagogue newsletters. All of you recently re-
ceived a letter describing our task force and outlining our goals, and I would
like to ask that you refer to that letter in preparing your announcements. If
you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

I would also like to take this opportunity to let all of you know about our
two major programming efforts this year. The first event is a Forum on Intermar-
riage and Conversion to be held at Spertus College of Judaica on Sunday, February
7, from 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The Forum will be sponsored by the American
Jewish Committee, the Chicago Board of Rabbis, the Jewish Community Centers, Jew-
‘ish Family and Community Service, Jewish Federation, Spertus College of Judaica,
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and United Synagogue of America. We
will send more specific information as soon as it becomes available, but I hope
in the meantime you will urge congregants to reserve the date. It would be very
helpful for future programming within your congregation if you could have at least
one representative at this major event.

Our second effort is a series of follow-up Workshops on Intermarriage and
Conversion to be held at a number of local congregations. These workshops will
offer an opportunity to explore some of the issues and problems in greater depth
in a more intimate setting. Hopefully they will serve to focus attention on the
need for further programming, and congregations will have an opportunity at that
time to evaluate some of these options. Listed below are the dates and locations
of scheduled workshops:

Jan. 24 Etz Chaim : Apr. 17, 24 Beth Emet
Feb. 7 FORUM, Spertus College May 1 Beth Tikvah
20 Sholom
27 Oak Park

Mar. 13 Anshe Sholom
27 Jeremiah

During the next month, I will call each Chicago area congregation in order to ask
if you would like to participate in one of the workshops and if so, with which
congregation. I hope you will agree not only to attend, but to participate ac-
tively in the planning and presentation of the program.

Cordially, Leslie Simon
Sponsored By: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS, 100 W. Monroe, Chicago 60603 :



FORUM ON INTERMARRIAGE AND CONVERSION

The program will take place Sunday, February 7, 1982 at Spertus College of
Judaica. It will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a.m. and will
conclude at 4:30 p.m. A light buffet luncheon will be included for those
who pre-register. Registration fee will be $7.50 per person.

Session I

Introduction of program and speaker.

Keynote speaker: Will review recent studies and programs about intermarriage
and conversion; will suggest questions and issucs for consideration in the
context of the Forum. Question period to follow.

Session II

Panel: How Our Religious Leaders Respond. This discussion will be sponsored
by the Chicago Board of Rabbis and will include a rabbi from each of the four
movements of Judaism. Moderator to be decided. The presentation and discus-
sion will center around factual information, historical and social background,
and personal religious positions.

Break for lunch and informal conversation.

Session III
Workshops. Participants will choose one of six workshops from the follow1ng

o0 Developing a Jewish Identity: The Process
These have en ! - <
A o See Developing a Personal Response to Intermarriage and "New'" Jews.
e vl Lol e Family Relationships: Extended and Nuclear Families.
aMached sheet. Parents: What Can I Do If My Child Intermarries?
Community: Where Do I Fit In?
Information: Counselipg Services, Conversion Procedures, Resource Peop]e
Each workshop will have two facilitators. One will be provided by the J.F.C.
and will be a trained counselor. The other will be provided by the U.A.H.C.
and will be someone with personal experience in the area of focus.

Session IV ;
Panel: What have we learned? Moderator will be Alan Bregman. Panelists

will sum up their descussions and will respond to audience comments. Rabbi
Bregman will draw the parts of the discussion together and conclude the

program.

Ce=spensors:
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WORKSHOPS

Intermarriage ‘

What decisions will intermarried couples have to make? What are some

of the problems which may confront them? How do families respond to the
intemarriage of a son or daughter? Iiow does the canmuiity respond to inter-—
married couples? How might they respond?

Cenversion

What is involved in the process of conversion? What are sce of the prob-
lems which may confront a person 'vho chooses Judaism? What are sone

of the pleasures?

Parents

How do parents respond to intermarriage? How might they respond? What can
parents do with younger children to encourage them to choose to create
Jewish homes. as adults?

Cammuni ty

s members of the Jewish camunity, how do we feel alcut intermarried
couples? About "new" Jews? How do we respond to them? Are there things
that we can do to help integrate them into the cormunity?

Programs

What can you do in your synagogue or organization to help integrate
intermarried couples and "new" Jews into Jewish life? What are the
difficulties or sensitive areas of which you should be aware?
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IV,

V.

CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON INTERMARRTIAGE & CONVERSION

Brief Introduction. A person who was at the Forum at Spertus should
introduce the workshop, talk about the reasons for this (congregational)
workshop, and mention some of the issues and information covered at
Spertus.

Ask the Rabbi. Review of basic information about marriage, intermarriage,
and conversion. Participant questions.

Panel discussion. Moderator can introduce this section by relating own
experiences and thoughts. Se attached questions.

Workshops. Might include any from the following, depending on congregation:

a. Parents of Intermarried

b. The Process of Jewish Identification

c. Problems and Issues in Family Relationships.

d. Fitting into the Community

e. Developing a Personal Response to "Intermarrieds" and
"New Jews."

f. Congregational Programming

Review and Conclusion. Workshop leaders will briefly mention the key
issues discussed and/or conclusions. Moderator will draw all together
and conclude.



Discussion Gr‘OUP -
VRS HOE=0N | NTERMARRIAGE AND CONVERS ION

Ask the Rabbi

This sesslon will be concerned with giving specific information and
with resolving confusions and uncertainties based on misconceptions and
lack of information.

Review of material from 20/20

Any other questions or issues

What would participants like to discuss in future sessions (perhaps
we can integrate their suggestions and requests into our own).

Materials: Ask the Rabbi, selections from Conference on Conversion,
statements of each movement of Judaism

Living with Jews, Becoming Jewish: The Process

This session is concerned mainly with the individual feelings of people
who were not born Jewish. | think we should emphasize that the rituals of
conversion are one part of a process which begins on the first contact with
the Jewish community and continues indefinitely in some ways. We should
also suggest that born Jews are also in some ways ''in process''.

What is involved in the process ritually, socially, emotionally?

Why do people choose to become Jewish? What is special? What are

some of the difficulties?

Does a person change? :

How can a person develop a sense of Jewish identity?

Do people change and/or develop a sense of Jewish identity without
conversion?

What is the specific role of conversion in the process of identification
with Judaism?

Materials: |If a Christian Chooses to Marry a Jew, Sandy Seltzer;
Moment:, June 1981; selections from Huberman study and/or Sandy's study.

Changing Family Relationships
This session is concerned primarily with family relationships for
the intermarried and/or ''conversionary'' family.

What if one partner in an intermarriage feels the need to become more
involved in Jewish life? How do changes in religious perspective affect
marriage relationships?

Does conversion (to Judaism) affect the marriage relationship?

How do intermarriage and conversion affect extended family relationships?
How do families respond? How do we wish families would respond?

What happens to holiday celebrations?

How does an intermarriage affect children? How do we decide the
identity of the children?

Does conversion affect children? Does it matter when conversion is
accomplished?
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How do we explain the different traditions of our extended family?
(What happens to the religious identity of the children in the
case of divorce?)

Materials: Choosing Judaism, Lydia Kukoff; Why No Christmas Tree (a
letter); | may have one other letter sometime soon; Half-Jews (article).

Where Do | Fit In?
This session Is concerned mainly with the communal relationships
of intermarried families and ''new'' Jews.

What are the different ways in which | could establish a relationship
to the Jewish community? ,

In what way will each of these options help me to feel comfortable in
the Jewish community and/or establish my own sense of Jewish identity?
Are there places where | can feel especially comfortable? Are there
places where | might feel some discomfort?

What are the attitudes of born Jews to intermarriage? To conversion?
What could the Jewish community do to help me feel more a part of it?
Do | have something special to offer the Jewish community?

Materials: When Non-Jews Become Jewish'', Prof. Robert L, Katz

Where Do We Go From Here?

This session will be concerned with identifying the needs of the people

in the group at this point in the process. They may consider a variety of
options in terms of continued programming and should also consider their
own role in terms of developing it.

Are there questions and/or problems we have not considered?

Do we need to discuss some of these areas in greater depth?

Do we need more ''Jewish education''?

Do we need factual information or experiential opportunities?

How can we best gain this information and these experiences? Through
general synagogue activities, or do we need temporary support groups?
Shall we continue as a group for the time being?

Should there be a limit to the length of time we remain together?
What role can we play in developing further programs?

Materials: Follow~up Programs



INTERMARRIAGE

CONVERSION

and

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION



Itd likg_to share a few ideas I've had about programs in the religious
school related to intermarriage and conversion. I speak from several per-
spectives: as a non-Jew who intermarried, as a person Qho later converted,
as a professional in Qutreach® programs and as a teacher, and as the mother
of two boys who I hope will be committed Jewish adults but who will also
be comfortable with the special background from which they come.

In some ways, I am also speaking from the perspective of myself,
eleven years ago. That was when I married my husband, a Jewish man, and
in some ways perhaps I am thinking of the things I wished he had known at the
time=-things I wished he had learned in the course of his Jewish education.
When I made my wedding plans eleven years ago, I experienced a number of
problems which I have since learned are far from unique. At the time, I
was to a certain extent overwhelmed by the whole experience, but I believe
that I can now specify three main problem areas. The first -difficulty was
that my:husband had an inadequate background in his own traditioh; to be
specific, although he had a strong sense of Jewish identification and stated
at an early time that he would like our children to be raised as Jews, he did
not understand the meaning of a Jewish wedding nor the difficulties involved
in the marriage of a Jew and a non-Jew in that regard. He did not understand
the role of a rabbi in a Jewish wedding, and therefore it angered him that
rabbis refused to officiate; and he did not know either the specific require-
ments of conversion or have an understanding of the process itself.

The second problem was that my husband's parents, like most Jewish parents,
were deeply distressed by our intermarriage. Aléo like many, if not most
Jewish parents, their response to our intermarriage took one of two Pathé:
not saying anything for fear of seeming to push, and angry, emotional

outbursts.

*Joint UAHC/CCAR Task Force on Reform Jewish Outreach (to intermarried
families and people who have chosen to become Jewish)T



A

And finglly, we struggled with the fact that the institutional framework
of the Jewish community was unprepared to respond to our situation. We
resolved our problems as best we could without a great deal of specific
guidance or support--as many other couples have and do. Still, because of
our experiences, I have given a great deal of thought to what the Jewish
community can do not just to help intermarried couples but to affirm and
protect Jewish identity in the procéss.

I began to give some attention to these problems three years ago when
I was serving as adult education chairperson of my synagogue. At that time,
I expressed an interest in providing some kind of a program for intermarried
couples and people interested in conversion. Coincidentally, a fellow-congregant
who was then the Midwest director of the American Jowish Committee, requested
that our synagogue co-sponsor a Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future,
based on a study with the same name, conducted in 19Y8 by the American Jewish
Committee. Also coincidentally, the Union oflAmerican Hebrew Congregations
was at that time developing its own Outreach program for intermarried couples
and '"new'" ./cws in response to Rabbi Alexander Schindler's 1978 Presidential
Address in Houston. Ultimately we devised a Forum, co-sponsored by the A.J.C.,
the U.A.H.C., and my synagogue. My husband and I participated in a panel
discussion on that occasion and in several other panel discussions and.

T.V. presentations at a later time.

Eventually I accepted a position as Program Consultant for the Chicago
Federation of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. My role is to
develop programs for intermarried couples and '"new' Jews. In the process of
developing these ideas, I have discovered that much has changed in the last
eleven years. The Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future which we

provided three years ago was one of the beginning efforts in what has become
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a general céhmunity development. Many of thelprograms are still localized
and often not widely publicized; and the response remains far from standard,
a problem exacerbated by ideological disagreements among various parts of
the community. Many couples still are unable to find answers to their
questions or to even have an opportunity to find out what questions they
should ask. Nonetheless, a number of interesting and helpful programs are
being developed and are now available, and many people are benefitting trom
this change. I also believe that ultimately the Jewish community will
benefit by the positive feelinges created as a result .of sensitive guidance
and the availability of complete and candid information.

What kinds oI programs are becoming available? Conversion classes are
being adjusted to respond to some of the special needs and problems o1
intermarried couples and potential or 'new" Jews. There are counseling
services, sensitized to the issues of intermarriage and conversion. In
Chicago, we are planning a Forum on Intermarriage and Conversion tc be
sponsored by most of the major communal organizations. Many congregations
are spénsoring workshops to deal with the issues in a more intimate setting.
We are encouraging congregations and organizatiéns to establish specialized
havurot to act as a temporary support group as people attempt to establish a

relationship to the Jewish community. We are exploring the idea of parent

support groups as well. Many materials have been developed and made available

both nationally and locally giving factual information and suggesting issues
and problems.

As I review all these materials and programs, however, it occurs to me
that our focus is clearly 'remedial'--that is to say, we are concerned with
intermarriage as an immediate problem (or challenge, as I prefer to call it).

We have developed many programs to encourage community discussion and aware-

ness and to respond to the needs of those who choose to become Jewish, of those
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who intermarry, and of the parents of those who intermarry. As essential

as these programs are--and as much as I myself would have appreciated them
eleven years ago--perhaps they do not represent a full response to the
needs of the Jewish community. I believe that a more complete response
would include a focus on the religious school and the creation of a speciale~
ized awareness among, the young people in it. In this way, we will in some
respects develop a '"preventive' program rather than a "remedial' one.

Befo;e I make my suggestions, I would like to sfate very clearly that
I am opposed to any program of indoctrination against intermarriage. I
believe the reasons for my opposition should be obvious based on my state=-

ments about my own background, but perhaps I can make my argument even

more substantial as I continue. What I do support are educational.efforts which

encourage Jewish identification and which stress the responsibility of each
of us to contribute to or carry on Jewish tradition.

I would like to propose two specific programs; however, I would also
like to place them in the context of an o&erall programming agenda. I
would hope that as time goes on I and others who share an interest in this
area will develop more programs which will complement these two beginning
efforts. Therefore, I would suggest the following goals and guidelines:

1) Programs should contribute to the growth of a strong sense of Jewish

identity. This must be our first and major concern as Jews. However, we

are also responding to a second and equally vital need when we bear this
goal in mind: our religious school population is changing, and many

children are not from homes in which both marriage partners were born Jewish.

Several studies (turn to next page)



have demonstrated that marriages in which a conversion occurs are more

actively Jewish than their endogamous counterparts; thus we might expect

the children from these marriages to have a good sense of Jewish identity.

On the other hand, we are also aware of the low level of Jewish identity among
children from homes in which no.conversion has occurred. Further, the 1978
study of the American Jewish Committee stresses the low level of identity among
children from a large number of endogamous marriages as well and urges that
greater attention be paid to religious education from this perspective.
Therefore, keeping this goal in mind is not only an imperative for us as

Jews, but it will benefit the children in our echools.

2. Programs should contribute to establishing a sensitive environment

in the religious schools. We need to sensitize the entire starf of the

religious school to the fact that a _rowing number of children in their
classes may not come from homes in which both parents were born Jews. This
knowledge might require simply some changes in perspective or attitude.
However, it might also necessitate some specific curricular changes. For
example, family trees might be a sencitive topic, which is not to say that

we shouldn't explore them in class; we should simply find a way to do it that
will include all of the children in a positive way. The issue '"Who Is a Jew"
when it comes up in the context of any discussion is highly sensitive and
requires great care and attention. Another problem is the quection of the
source of a person's sense of Jewishness. I would like s suggest that we
ghould avoid the use ot any materials or classroom discussions which imply
that there is aiﬁw%ggence“ with wiiich one is born. We need to stress that
Judaism is active and that people--including born Jews--develop a sense of
Jewish identity trom doing Jewish things and irom absorbing Jewish environments.

% programs should prepare young people for whatever life situation they

may meet by giving them adequate and candid information about intermarriage
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and conversion. Withthe potential for intermarriage as high as it is in

the Jewish ;ommunity today, we cannot responsibly allow our children to
complete their religious education without giving them all the tools they
may someday need to make the important decisions they must make about marriage.
Because of my own experience and because of the studies I pave read, I can't
help but feel that a fully informed Jewish partner can play a vital role in
determining the direction of a marriage and a home life. Giving information
at the moment df crisis is helpful--but giving it earlier, before the crisis,
is better yet. vrerhaps if today's Jewish adults had been better educated
about the meaning of a Jewish wedding and marriage aﬁd the role of the rabbi,
there would not be such terrible pressures on rabbis today to officiate at
mixed marriages nor such anger when it becomes apparent that this is not an
option in the situation.

4., Programs should help young people to understand the process of

religious conversion, in particular conversion to Judaism, so that conversion

can become a positive option for them in the case of intermarriage. How

distressing it is to hear the idea of conversion automatically proposed as

the *solution' to intermarriage--not only proposed, but pushed at a confused
or even unwilling partner. Quite often tﬁis ie done without any understanding
for the process of conversion, for the feelings of the non-Jewish partner, or
recognition of the role of the Jewish spouse or family. This is not to say
that the possibility of conversion should not be raised or evaluated--for it
can be a wonderfully positive choice. Therefore, we need to help our young
reople understand how they can moit effectively and sensitively make this
option part of their frame of reference.

5. Programs should help youngsters to consider the role of Judaism in

their lives and in particular the role of a Jewish home in establishing a sense

of Jewish identity. We can hardly demand that our young people choose Jewish

mates and establish Jewish homes if their Jewishness 'is not important .to them.
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On the other hand; many young Jews state that Judaism is not an essential
element of their livees and make decisions on this basis only‘to discover
belatedly that it is more a part of them than they thought. Further, is
requesting the conversion of a non-Jowish spouse a realistic or moral
option if either the Jewish partner or his/her family is not committed
enough . to their Judaism to act on it? It is important to consider the
role of a Jewish home not only in terms of the student's identity formation,
but in terms of the identity formation of the person who converts and of
future children.

6. We should make every effort to involve parents in programming

efforts in this area. There are three reasons for parental involvement.

The first is that in this area as in all other areas of education, family
interest and support are essential aids in the educational process.
Secondly, perhaps by being exposed to the materials their children are
studying, parents will be prodded to examine some of these issues and
problems more closely for themselves; perhaps one day if the need arises,
they will then be prepared to respond more sensitively and effectively.
Finally, many of these issues are highly sensitive, and parents should know
firsthand what information their children are receiving in order to avoid
some of the difficulties posed by the transmission of half-messages.

I would add some cautionary notes. We should consciously avoid making
children feel inadequate or different regardless of their background. We
should consider in advance the messages we wish to deliver and avoid
inadvertent terminology or ideas which give a different message. We should
avoid singling out children from a particular kind of background as we
develop programs. And finally, any time we focus specifically on intermarriage
or conversion (or related issues like Who Is a Jew, etc.) we must be very

careful in our selection of leaders and teachers. .f possible, it would be
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most helpful to have at least as a resource person or monitor a person who
» |
has been through the process of intermarriage and/or conversion and who can
pinpoint sensitive areus or prob.ems.
<

My first program is written up in the form of a letter and responds to

the idea that there are many children, including but not limited to the

children or intermarriage, who do not receive enough experieutial education
in the home to build a strong sense of Jewish identitication. The leader
|

should be a warm and loving person who can create a fun, joyous, but nonetheless

specifically and actively Jewish atmosphere;

(see attached letter)
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Dear Parentb of lk_llglou“ School Students:

All of us are aware that thx_rc have Leen significant changes in the
nature of the Jowish ccumunlty in recent years., Due to a dramatic
increase in the rate of intemarriage and a movenent out of localized
Jewyish camunitics, ve can no longer depend as fully on the family
and the cammunity to pran.:nut Jewish custams and values as we have
'in the past. Yot we feel that Judaism is samething of enduring
beauty and value and that we nust find ways to bring an understanding
of and appreciation for owr heritage to all the young people living
in our cammnity today, |

In that mtercst, we woulu like to invite your children and you to
join in a unique program of Jewish enriclment.  Some of you may

Le cfzunlllal with the havurah concept. lavurah means literally,

a !'group!'--but | a SpOC.}.flC kind of group. It cames from the vord
Hayer,! vhich means friend; so it is a group of friends, a fellow-
ship. Groups like this have leen formed all over the country,

inside and outside of congregations. fThey serve to enbance Jewish
knowledge and feeling by allowing people to learn and do with a warm
and loving group of friends. Havurot (plural of havurah) involve
sare study, hut mostly sharing of feelings and group celelrations.

Why restrict such a worderful and enriching experience to adults?

Wie would like to offer your (9-12 year old) child an opportunity to
participate in a havurah for children. Ve differ frem the religious
school in that our primary focus is on' feelings rather than hmzlc*dgc,
(although we hope that this will be a learning eyperience as well).

We will meet for lunch following religious sclicol twice a n‘ont‘n; during
holidays, we may change ouwr regularly scheduled meeting tire to provide
for group celebrations. Our first neeting will Le

and ve vill recad some |short passages or stories and tall alout things
we like or things that are hard for us alout leing Jewish.

If you feel that your child would appreciate this copportunity to
became part of a warm and supportive group of Jews, pleasc return
the encloscd card and to cover lunch expenscs



My second program is more spe01flcally for the classroom, although 1t

was deblgned in response to a a request for a gonfirmation class retreat./ i1t
is informational, rather thap experiéntial, although an extended unit could
certainly involve experientiél elements. I believe that this program would,
in fact, serve quite well asithe positive foundation for a lengthier unit

on intermarriage and conversion. This extended unit might include witnessing

a conversion ceremony, as Allen Maller suggests in The Pedagogic Reporter,

LA S TN o [ b 0@936 SJj There might also be a review of the historical
background of the opposition‘to intermzrriage from the Biblical period to the
,present. Perhaps there might be a review of the history of conversion
(including famous converts) and Jewish proselytization. In.this respect,

Keeping Posted, published by the U.A.H.C., has several relevant issues

(1-A Missionary Faith® 2-Love, Marriage, Intermarriage, and 5}-Probleﬁs of
Jewish Family Life). Handled sensitively, it might also be helpfulito
examine the conflicts within the Jewish community over the issues of
intermarriage and conversion; this discussion could contribute to an under-
standing of the different ideological positions of the movements of Judaism

in general.

(see attached set of pages)

I am in the proceés of collecting study materials and/or short readings
for this unit, and these suggestions and materials will sooh be available
from our Chicago office (U.A.H.C., 100 W. Monroe, Cﬁicago 60603). Both of
these ideas represent only a beginning, and I hope that others will join me
in the effort to create progréms which will ultimately bring all of our children--~

whatever their background--closer to their Jewish heritage.



Study Unit on Intemmarriage and Conversion | o

CHOOSING JUDATSENM ‘

Goal: [To create an awareness that not all of us are Lorn Jews. To give
factual inforyration about|the requirencnts of conversion. To help students
understand that there is more involved in conversion than the conversion
procedure, ‘

Study questjons: ‘
Why do people choose to becane Jewish? (Some attention can be given at
this point to conversion as one option in an intennarriage) .

i :

What are the recuirenents of conversion?

llow do those who convert view Jewish identity?
|

liow do they develop a sense of Jewish identity?

What was most helpful in the process of conversion? (Lopefully there will
le some discussion of the rcle of repeated ritual expericnces and fanily
experiences) . {

What problaus have there Leen in the process of conversion? | (This ra.ghit
include insensitive caments, feelings of exclusion, lacl, of 'actively
Jewish role rneodels in the irnmediate family, lack of information or
experience, negative family responses, etc.)

What special "gifts" do people whe have chosen to becane Jowish offer the
conmurity?

I JUST '"FEEL" JEWISH!
Coal: To help young people explore the sources of Jewish identification.
To explore the role of ritual in forming a sense of Jewishness.

Study questions:
Are people born with a Jewish

essence" or feeling?

What are the factors which contribute to cur sense of Jowish identity?
(Historical events, comunal events, family ovents, “ritual® events, etc.)

Does understanding the role of ritual help us to understand the reaning
of kadosh?

low do Jewish rituals help us to become kadosh?

How does this discussion of ritual relate to our discussion about choosing
Judaism? ‘ ‘

Is it enough to just "feel" Jewish? Is there a need or a res onsibility
to actively maintain this Jewish "essence”, this cuality of Leing kadosh?

i



Is being Jowish important enough to "teach" it to another person who would
tike torunderstand \it? ! | !

Are we adecuately prepared to "teach" it?

T, !

| |
JEWISI FPAMILY ; ‘
Goal: 1o explore the role of family experiences in forming a sensc of
Jevishness. .

Study questions: '

What is one of the major problems expericnced Ly people vho choose to
Lecare Jeyish? '(Hopefully the focus will le on the lack of a Jewish
family experience as they were growing up).

What role does our family play in developing owr own sense of Jewish
identity? ’

What specific family exoeriences do we rowenber most vividly?

What - things that we have experienced would we like to share with our
own children sane day?

What is a Jewish family? Are Jewish families different from otler
families? (Might refocus on the concept of kacosh) .

What are the decisions we may make in our lives which wil affect the
cuality of our family some day?

Arc you adecuately prepared to 1'1clp create a Jewish home?

INTERMARRIAGLE

Goal: To explore the problems, options, and responsibilities of inter—
marriage. To explore some of the identity problems which contribute to the
higher rate of intermarriage.

Study questions:
What is intemarriage? lHow prcevalent is it?

What are save of the factors which contrilute to intermarriage? (Laclk
cf Jewish knowledge or strong scnse of identification, open socicty,
failure to understand relevance of Judaism in our lives, etc.)

What are same of the specific problems or questions vhich a potential
intermarried couple needs to consider?

What options are available to a couple considering intemarriage?
What happ~ns when a couple cannot agree on the resolution of the prob-
lems or questions related to their intermarriage?
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler v
| v November 10, 1981

Ms. Leslie Simon X\

I am so pleased that you are coordinating Outreach programs for the Great
Lakes Council/Chicago Federation of the UAHC. The materials you shared
with me are impressive and I want to wish you well in all your endeavors.

The Commission on Jewish Education met yesterday here in New York and we
had them view a rough-cut of the newly edited Outreach tape in which you
participated. You came across magnificently, all of the participants did
and I believe we have a very valuable tool in this videotape. The rough
tape is of really fine quality, the finished product will really be superb!
It will be shown at the Biennial and I expect it will receive a wonderful
respofse from the viewers and provide many ideas and thoughts for disc-
cussion in the Outreach workshops.
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“ M/,
Everything You Always Wanted to Know but Were Afraid to Ask
Rabbi and facilitator should both be present for these sessions

Am I Jewish?

What does it mean, to be Jewish? What are the criteria? Am T
Jewish according to those criteria? (This may include several
kinds of answers).

Is It Important to be "Religious"?

Heschel, Wiesel, Fackenheim, others. Spirituality vs. secularity.
Meaning vs. non-meaning. The choice all of us must make:
"Religious by Choice."

Is It Important to Be "Jewish"--What's So Special about Being Jewish?

Comparative Religion and Culture

Direct comparison of certain aspects of Judaism and Christianity.
Examples: Same words, different meanings. Commonly misunderstood
features of each. Stereotypes.

Living Jewish a Prelude to Being Jewish
The importance of ritual. The process of conversion.

Study of Selected Features of Judaism
Liturgy, pre-holiday workshops, inc. discussion of history and meaning,
home rituals, etc.

Celebration
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Dear Friends,

For those of you who werc unable to be with us as well
as for those of you who gave so generously of your time and
thoughts--I would like to review what we did at the first
meeting of Chicago Reform Response, September 23.

Our basic procedure was to review the materials in the
enclosed (for those of you unable to attend) package. Unfor-
tunately, the pages are not numbered, so I will refer to them
by title.

My original intention was to run the Forum on Intexmarriage
at Spertus College in cooperation with a wide range of communal
organizations and with the support of all four movements of
Judaism. This Forum would be a widely publicized community
dialogue, and would be an experimental ocooperative effort. The
major programming work, however, would go into the Workshops on
Interfaith Marriage, which would occur at several local congre-—

foip gations in cooperation with other Reform congregations in the
Bﬁgﬂ?,mw vicinity. These materials are more fully developed, and the
FPresident ' suggestions for the moderator comprise the major portion of this
Habli Aluxandor M. Schindle o x ;
packet of information. The Workshop would serve as a springboard

gsﬁ?ggfﬁmL““’“Ww’ for further outreach programs. These programs are described

; - ) in the sheet titled: "CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE -- Specific
President - Chicago Federation . s < 5
Kichard S. Rhodes Programs Which Have Been Considered". One in particular, the
Brusident- S0 Contol Eadertion H.O0.W. program, is more fully described in a sample letter at
fgap Degthacann the end of the package of information.

Oirector of Camping & Youth Activities
Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute

Gurard W. Kaye In the process of reviewing the materials, several sugges-
Administrative Coordinator tion § were made: Sk ;
Audrey H. Goidblatt 1) the letter describing the formation of

our group, Chicago Reform Response, should
go out on its own letterhead, and we should
include with it the list of programming
goals and the names of committee members

2) while the Forum on Intermarriage is fine as
a trial effort, it will not speak to the same
need to share feelings as the Workshop; there-
fore, we should arrange for a Workshop to

take place in the city as well as in outlying
communities



3) terminology should be reviewed and
clarified. Rabbi David Weiss agreed to
prepare a "glossary" of terms/words which
we might begin to use in an attempt to
educate and sensitize ourselves and our
community.

4) we should add to committee functions

(listed on the agenda) that we will each

serve as a resource to the committee and to the
community

In addition, we discussed several issues, and while we were
able to come to some conclusions, some of these issues will
require further investigation and discussion. The major focus
of attention was the issue of "viewpoint" and/or "policy",
specifically, should Chicago Reform Response actively include
within itself all viewpoints in regard to the issue of
rabbinic officiation at mixed marriage, or should we limit
ourselves to the position taken by the CCAR? The committee
members seemed to feel that in order for the committee to be
effective, all viewpoints should be represented.

Secondly, the thought was expressed that there isg.a great
deal of anger and confusion over the experiences people have
had as they have tried to find a rabbi to marry them. Several
members felt that we should specifically touch on the issue of
rabbinic offication at mixed marriages in our workshops in
order to allow people to express their feelings and raise
questions.

It has been our experience that these questions and feelings
are expressed spontaneously, and it would be the function of a
moderator to respond sympathetically and honestly. My feeling
is that there many other issues and concerns which need our
attention in terms of specific programming.

I1f you have thoughts you would like to express on any of
these issues, please call or write me. What I would like each of
you to do is to look over these materials carefully and respond
to them in the next couple of weeks. I would like to direct your
attention to two places in particular: 1) the 20/20 section
(Ask the Rabbi)--please note what you would like to hear in
the answers to these questions; 2) under 5 Corners, #3, please
contribute whatever you can to this. I had great difficulty
with it because my own personal range of experience was too
limited.

Feel free to add a note abeQt some particular idea or
thought you have in regard to programming needs or goals.
Finally, a reminder for those who were not present: these materials
are tentative and incomplete. Please wait to share them until
we finalize them and put them out as a committee.



The next meeting of Chicago Reform Response will be
on Tuesday, December 15, at 8:00 p.m. We will meet at
Beth Emet, 1224 Dempster, Evanston. Please mark it on
your calendar now and plan to attend. We need all of our
members present in order to function effectively. At
that time I would like to ask cach person to tell a little about
him/herself and what they feel they might (or would like to)
contribute to the committee.

Please send me or call in your response to these
materials as soon as possible so that we can begin to
rewrite and introduce them.

Thank you and sShana Tovah,

. 7
gt ‘7 3 3 ,4/
\,)—<t’ L ce */ﬁ 222vy”

Leslie Simon



AGENDA

Chicago Reform Response: September 23, 1981

Introductions

Chicago Reform Response: What is it? What are the functions of our task
force?

immediate input on programs which have been or are being created

to coordinate the expectations of the committee with the expecta-
tions and programming goals of the professionals

other
Review letter from Committee and vote on final form
Review programming goals

review decisions about programming based on discussion

Review specific programming ideas. TFinal editing after suggestions of com-
mittee are in
Respond to 20/20

Are there others who should be on the committee?

What are the issues or needs you consider to be of most importance and which
we should consider as we develop programs?

Request that we cooperate as a committee and wait to publicize and/or intro-
duce programs until they are fully developed and can originate from the group

Next meeting: December



September 23, 1981

Dear Friends,

Due to some problems with my arm, I am unfortunately unable to drive
in to be with you at this first meeting of Chicago Reform Response.

This is a major breakthrough into an area of vast importance for

the future of the Jewish community. We have come together to

respond to the realities of a new and very different Jewish community,
My role as rabbinic co-chairperson is to aid Leslie in programs and to
solicit support from my colleagues in our future work. But more than
this, I am just another Jew who needs to join with other Jews as we

try to become more sensitive to the issues of the mixed married, inter-
married, and the "Jew by Choice,

We have few answers and lots of questions. I look forward to joining
you in this important task and to working closely with Leslie Simon,
who has been an important catalyst for this group.

,"9&/5 ed

Rabbi Joseph Edelheit



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE

Areas of Programmatic Concern, Goals

To act as a resource to congregations as they plan their outreach programs.

To conduct workshops and seminars in synagogues and in cooperation with other
communal organizations.

To gather and distribute information about all programs and materials available
in the community.

To coordinate existing programs, or to provide a network of information about
them.

To promote community dialogue on the many issues of intermarriage and conversion.

To provide "crisis intervention" services and/or counseling for people who are
at some significant point in the process of gerut and/ or intermarriage.

To support the National Task Force on Reform Outreach when its programs coin-
cide with our own programming needs and goals.

To develop materials in accord with our neeeds if none are already in existence.

To provide speakers and materials to various groups as the need arises as part of
our effort to develop community awareness.

To provide needed services to intermarried families and to Jews By Choice.



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE

Specific Programs Which Have Been Considered

Standing Committee or Task Force

A group composed of about 20 people, no more than 5 of whom will be rabbis.
Other members will be intermarried couples, people who have gone through

the process of gerut, and "experts" in various fields. This group will meet
periodically to evaluate programs in progress and to discuss new programming
possibilities.

Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future

A program which in substance is very similar to one which was run success-
fully two years ago at Temple Jeremiah in cooperation with the A.J.C. and
the U.A.H.C. Purpose is to give accurate information and to create commun-
ity dialogue. We will try to gain a wide base of community support for this
program, involving as many groups and agencies as possible in sponsorship.

Workshop on Interfaith Marriage

A one or two afternoon congregational workshop being developed for several
local congregations. Purpose is to generate community discussion and to
serve as a springboard for further outreach activities.

Counseling Service

An on-going service to be available from our office. Rabbis, people who have
gone through the process of gerut, and other consultants will be available
for consultation with people contemplating gerut or intermarriage. We are
still exploring how best to set this up.

Havurot, Group "Get-Togethers"

Support groups for people at various stages in the process of intermarriage
and/or gerut. These groups may be study and discussion groups, they may
share Jewish experiences, or both--- depending on needs of participants.
One model might be the havurah; one might be a program done in Rockford
and described in Adult Jewish Studies.

Group Sessions on Issues of Intermarriage

Six weeks of group sessions on Issues of Intermarriage, modeled on Sandy Selt-
zer's program in Boston. Couples will come to this directly following the
Introduction to Judaism Course at Spertus and will be encouraged to explore
with qualified counselors some of the issues of and their feelings about inter-

marriage.




H.O0.W. Groups
See sample letter included at end.

Share—a Shabbat

A program which can be developed within synagogues to reach out to various
people including intermarrieds and gerim; or it may be developed independently
to reach out to those families who are unaffiliated.

Programs Which Benefit Children of Intermarrieds

This is an idea we need to explore. Some rabbis feel that these children
have a poor sense of Jewish identity. Yet how can we create programs just
for them and single them out? Nonetheless, we need to give some attention to
tactful ways of engendering and supporting a sense of Jewish identity.

Workshop For High School Students

Might be modeled on congregational workshops with special materials developed
for this age group. Keeping Posted has two excellent, relevant issues. We
are currently looking for others.

Conversion Courses .
Already available at Spertus College. Our committee might wish to participate
in an evaluation of the course.

Speakers Bureau

A file of speakers who may be available to speak on a variety of topics related
to intermarriage and conversion. Purpose is to serve as a reference for com-
munity groups and synagogues as they plan programs and to more actively aid in
the development of public awareness.

Survey of Synagogues (and Communal Institutions)

A short survey to determine what specific programming if any has been insti-
tuted for Intermarried families and Jews By Choice. Should also include ques-
tions about policies relating to membership and ritual participation of non-
Jewish member of intermarried family. Purpose is to help our office create

a unified, consistent program which will meet the needs of participants.

Library of Material

A collection of articles, pamphlets, clippings and books related to the subjects
of intermarriage or conversion, housed at the U.A.H.C. Might ultimately select
one congregation in each geographical area fo the city to have a duplicate col-
lection.




Column in Sentinel

A regular column of information and reflections. Might expand into a news-
letter for Jews By Choice and intermarrieds - similar to the one put out
by Rabbi Richard. His address is in Philadelphia.

Cable TV Programs

A series of four presentations on the subject of intermarriage. Will prob-
ably consist of short dramatic presentations followed by discussion. Goal
is to portray the human drama behind the statistics.

Other



FORUM ON INTBRMARKIAGH

SESSION I: Why a Forum on Intermarri aqge? . This seSsion will include a presenta-
tion of information from recent studics on intermarriage including the 1978
study of the American Jewish Committee and the tuberman Study . May include
some discussion of the issues of intermarriage (communal, psychological, re-
ligious, etc.). Discussion and questions will follow. (American Jewish Com-
mittee)

SESSION II: The People Behind The Statistics. The section will be based on a
EEEZT"EEEEéncation. Panel will include intermarried couples, parents whose
children have intermarried, and divorced single parents (who were previously
intermarried). Moderator will encourage participants to join in discussion.
(Joint effort of several groups)

SESSION III: The Religious Response.  This session will be based on a panel pre-
sentation. The panel will be composed of rabbis who will explain the Jewish
understanding of marriage and weddings, and the Jowish response to intermarriage.
Perhaps they will explain some of the historical antecedents of this response to
intermarriage and the issues of intermarriage. Moderator will encourage the par-
ticipants to explore the issues with them. (Chicago Board of Rabbis?)

SESSION IV: The Communal Response. This session will include a discussion of

what the Jewish community has done or might do in response to the increasing
rate of intermarriage. Before leaving, participants will be asked to respond
to a short questionnaire the purpose of which will be to survey programming
needs and interests. (U.A.L.C. - Sandy Seltzer)



WORKSHOP ON INTERFAITH MARRIAGE

An Afternocon Seminar For Synagogues

This workshop would be designed in such o way as to accomplish several purposes .
The major ones are:

1) To bring together a community of people to evaluate the issues
o (0MLAR o St N oY ‘ 1 9

2)

3)

4)

5)

dilemmas, options, and responsibilities of the interfaith mar-
riage.

To identify without singling them out couples who way be inter-
ested in further programming developed in response to their
special needs.

To help Jews who are intermarried explore the roots of the Jewish
response to intermarriage.

To help non-Jews who have intermarvied or who plen to intermarry
understand some of the issues and responses they are encountering.

To dispel myths about intermarriage and to provide candid: and
accurate information from recent studies ( i.e. the 1978 study
of the A.J.C., the Huberman Study, etc.),

It should therefore be publicized not as a workshop for intermarried couples,
but rather as a workshop for those who have been touched in some way by inter-
marriage or who are interested in the subject. The goal is to create coumun-
ity awareness; the metnhod is to present the subject of interfaith marriage
from as many perspectives as possible and to encourage people to express their
own thoughts and feelings. Included with this outline is a sample publicity
letter which may be used in part or complete -- or just as a resource.



SAMPLE LETTER
Dear Congrégant;

In 1978 the American Jewish Committee divected a national study on Intermar-
riage and in conclusion urged "formal and informal programs of outreach to
the intermarried by communal organizations and Lhe Jewish community as a
whole." In the same year Rabbi Alexander Schindler in his presidential ad-
dress to the Board of Trustees of the U.A1L.C. urged more sensitive and
effective programs of outreach to Jews By Choice and mixed married couples.

“"In response” to these suggestions, Chicagyo Reform Response has created
Workshop on Intermarriage as part of ils oulreach program to intermarried
families. The intention of this workshop is to stimulate community dia-
logue on the complex issues surrounding intermarriage. U is our hope that
by encourag1ﬂg community awareness, we will encourage community participa-
tion in developing a viable and creative, but nevertheless Jewish, response
to intermarriage.

We hope that you too will see the need to "respond" and join with us on the
afternoon of  (date) st o0 (e ) at (place)

At this time we will present the first segment of a two-part Workchop on
Intermarriage. The second session will take placu on
Below is an outline of the discussions.

SESSION 13
UHXJLFOH- hop on Interfaith Marriage?
A review of recent studies and information about inter-
marriage. Discussion of some difficulties in creating

public awareness.

Ask the Rabbi -

A review of traditional Jewish ideas about weddings
and marriage. Contemporary dilemmnas and questions.

Five Corners
Five potential "situations" and what the decisions or
arguments might be in each case.

SESSION 11:

Intermarried Couples

A panel discussion with couples who are willing to
share their experiences and insights.

Children of an Interfaith Marriage
A review of information from recent studies. Discussion
of some of the dilemmas in this area. Perhaps a panel

of high school age children of intermarriage.

Communal Response

What are some of the programuing efiorts which have
been instituted? What can yet be done? What partic-
ular programs might be beneficial in your synagogue

or area?



SESSION I: WHY A WORKSHOP ON INTERFAITH MARRIAGE?

Outline of materials from AJC Study of 1978
Huberman Study
Other ?
Need for information - accurate, candid, complete
If a couple plans to intermarry, to whom do they speak?
Is this a good source of information? What might be problems?
Is full information actually available?

Do we in any way contradict halachah by giving out full information?
Do we need to be concerned about this?

Is refusal to give out information or assistance an effective deterrent
to intermarriage?

Do we have an obligation to the non-Jewish partner in a relationship?
If so, what? :

Do we have an obligation to the Jewish partner in a relationship?
If so, what?
ISSUES: Communal/Peoplehood

With a more diverse comnunity, can we count on the same kinds of re-
actions, support for our causes as in the past?

Can we rely on parents to pass on Jewish tradition as we have in the
past?

Is the nature of "being Jewish" the same as it was 100 years ago?
Should it be?

What can the community expect from intermarried families?

What should intermarried families expect from the community?

ISSUES:  Family/ Psychological

When and how 1s a decison to be made about the religious and cultural
identity of the family?

How might these decisions affect the relationship with extended fam-
ilies?

How might these decisions and relationships affect the children in the
family?



How does divorce complicate and/ or alter the picture (psychologi-
cally, "legally” -- See A.J.C. Study and Sandy Seltzer paper. )

ISSUES: Religious/ halachic

Can we and should we take into account the demands of halachah in
regard to this problem?

According to traditional Judaism, there is now a large group of
people whose Jewish identity is doubtful. Do we need to concern
ourselves with this? Review Halachah. Review Rabbi schindler's
proposals. Mention examples of problems.

In this respect do we need to be concerned with conversion proce-

dures.

Reference to argument over Law of Return. Read clippings.
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