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Todd W. Schwindt 

August 26, 1991 
16 Elul 5751 

1345 North University Drive 
Fargo, ND 58102 

Dear Mr. Schwindt: 

It was heartening to learn of your interest in Judaism and I 
assure you we of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
will do our utmost to help you in your desire to study 
Judaism. 

The UAHC has an excellent Outreach program with Coordinator 
in our 14 regional offices throughout the country. Our 
Chicago office is the closest to you and I am sharing your 
letter with our Great Lakes Council/Chicago Federation 
Outreach Coordinator, Mimi Dunitz. She will be in touch 
with you with information on books, resources and all manner 
of data to help you in your pursuit of knowledge about 
Judaism and the Jewish people. 

We do have a synagogue in Fargo, but at the moment they are 
not being served by a rabbi. I will be touch with the 
president, Mr. Mark Fasman, as well as a member-family who 
happen to be dear friends of mine, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Feder, 
so that your name and your interest in Judaism will be 
known to them when you go to Temple Beth El. It is located 
at 809 South 11th Avenue and the telephone number is 232-
0041. This temple also serves the Moorhead community. 

I wish you well in your search for a meaningful faith and 
way of life. 

cc: Ms. Mimi Dunitz 
Mr. Mark Fasman 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr, and Mrs. Paul Feder 



Todd W. Schwindt 
1345 North University Dr. 
Fargo, North Dakota 58102 

August 18, 1991 

Rabbi Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 
I am writing you in sea!:'ch of gqyice on a spirit1..1al dilerr.ma. I was raised in 
the Roman Catholic faith. For about the past two years, I am now twenty three, 
I have been less than happy with the church and the teachings it is handing 
down. Maybe it is that I have grown old enough to see what seems to be a faith 
founded not so much on the teachings of God, but rather in trying to maintain 
its parishoners. 

I have speant many days pondering over potential solutions, so that I might 
return to performing the good works of God. It then occurred to me that con
verting to a faith which taught and practiced the teachings of God, handed down 
by Moses, was in most likelihood the best solution. Judaism seemed to be, from 
what little I have read, to be such a faith/way of life. 

I believe that Judaism is the answer for one reasean which stands out in my mind, 
It is a way of life which is founded on the teachings of Moses and the traditions 
carried out for centuries. If you could provide me with information on conversion 
to Judaism and books which I might read about the faith, and/or people who I 
might speak with in my area I would be ever greatful. ' 

Thank you for your time. I can be reached at the above address or by phone 
at (701)280-0496 during the evenings. Also if you could provide me with a list 
of Synagogues in the Fargo-Moorhead area where I might begin my study of the 
faith while I finish pharmacy school, I would be very appreciative. 

Sincerely, 

Todd W. Schwindt 
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Ms. Dorothy M. Wright 
URH 621 Daniels Hall 
1110 West Green Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Dear Ms. Wriglt: 

February 14, 1986 
5 Adar 1 5746 

Your letter of February 8 has just reached me and I hasten to reply. 
First of all, however, let me express my wann good wishes on your 
forthcoming marriage. I wish you and your fiance well, may you be 
blessed with a mariage which brings much happiness, beauty and fulfill
ment to you both. 

Unfortunately, I would be negating everything that I stand for were I 
to recommend a rabbi who might perform your marriage ceremony with a 
Catholic priest. Indeed, I am not even certain I know of anyone in 
your neea who would do such a ceremony but I really do not approve of 
such interfaith wedding ceremonies. You not that your husband-to-be 
bel6ngs to a symagogue and I would urge that he discuss your plans with 
his rabbi. Perhaps the three of you might talk together, it would most 
probably be helpful. 

I am enclosing herewith the Union's Catalogue and I have checked some 
books which would be of interest and help. They can be ordered directly 
from our pulications office. 

Rlease do not hesitate to contact me if I can help you in any other way. 
I do hope you understand and appreciate my situation 1n regard to inter
faith ceremonies. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheit 
Emanuel Congregation 
5959 North Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

Dear Joe: 

October 22, 1985 

Thank you for your letter in regard to Divre Gerut and the work 
of your committee. 

Let me assure you that I do not intend to raise this matter in 
my President's Message. There is no need to worry. 

Looking forward to seeing you ind with warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Joseph A. Edelhelt 
October 4, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of the American Hebrew Congregations 
838 57th Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

I hope this note finds you well and that your High Holy D~ys 
and Sukkot have been enriching and serene. 

I am writing at the suggestion of Joe Glaser, who explained to 
me that you raised some issues with him regarding standard
ization of conversion procedures. He told me that he sent 
you a copy of the Divre Gerut, which had been. edited under 
my chairship of the C.C.A.R. committee on Gerut. This is 
the first time in over 90 years that the conference standardized 
any procedures. With the close relationship betweeri that 
committee and the then taks force on outreach, the issues of 
procedures were carefully evaluated. There is no doubt in 
my mind that there are individual collegues who choose to be 
either more Mahmir over and against those who are again, in 
my opinion, Makiel. • 

What ever the individual procedure might be, the Conference is 
on record in suggesting the procedures as you see in the 
Divre Gerut. If you are of the opinion that those procedures 
should be stricter, then I urge you to suggest that to your 
collegues at the C.C.A.R. convention in Snowmass this June. 

I would be uncomfortable having this issue raised at the UAHC 
Biennial in Los Angeles, because the nautre of those procedures 
are intricately woven into a rabbi's preception of his/her 
role with the Ger. I hope that you will urge our collegues to 
pursue for themselves higher standards, but the place for that 
urging belongs among rabbis. I hope that you will consider my 
thoughts, and I would be more than happy to help you in what 
ever way possible, if you need any explication of how the 
Divre Gerut was put together. My best to you in the days ahead. 

Most Sincerely, 

l=MANUEL CONGREGATION 

f>%9 North S hPrirlan Road Chicago, Illinois 60660 (312) 561-5173 Study 
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Ms. Pa t ricia Levy 
Box 673 
Robinson, IL 62454 

Dea r Ms . levy : 

August 12, 1985 

Thank you. I am deeply grateful to you for your beautiful letter. It 
wa s good of you to share with me a bit of your background as well as 
you r thoughts on your Judaism. You are Indeed a very proud Jew and I 
am grateful to you for writing to me as you did. 

Judaism has gained greatly from new Jews who have chosen to join our 
faith and our people. I take great pride In the fact that Reform Move
ment has made excellent strides In terms of welcoming and accepting our 
Jews by Choice. It ls my prayer that the day will come whene•he total 
Jewish community will be as open and gracious as our own Movement. That 
Is not 6o say that even our Reform community cannot do better In terms 
of our attitudes to Jews by Choice and I assure you wel~lll always seek 
to strengthen and enhance our acceptance of all who choose to become a 
part of the Jewish community. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish to you and your family, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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November 30, 1983 

Dr. Sumner Hagler 
1430 N. Arlington Heights Road 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004 

Dear Dr. Hagler: 

Thank you for your very thoughtful letter. I appreciate your having 
shared your thoughts and concerns with me. 

I hope you understand I am loathe to dictate what must in the final 
analysis be left to the conscience of the individual rabbi. Yes, 
there are rabbis who will perform interfaith marriages. There are 
rabbis who will perform such marriages only in very specific situations. 
There are rabbis who will not perform such marriages no matter what the 
circumstance& It has always been my feeling that each rabbi must make 
a personal determination on this kind of question. And, I simply will 
not, cannot, dictate to the conscience of any individual. 

With appreciation for your rmderstanding and with kindest greetings, I 
am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Joseph A. Ede1heft 
Sinai Temple 
2800 Franklin Street 
Mi chi gan Ci ty , I N 46 360 

Dear Joe: 

June 21, 1983 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter in regard to the handling of the 
question of rabbinic officiation at Interfaith marriages. Joe, Jet me 
assure you that I am confident everything will be worked out to the 
satisfaction of all concerned. t 

Sandy Seltzer has done an excellent draft memo on this subject. It seems 
to be meeting with the approval of all who have read It. I am certain 
this memo will help us bring the matter to a suitable conclusion and that 
it will meet with the approval of everyone Involved. You will, of course, 
be kept apprised. 

With fondest regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Joseph A. Edelheil 

.,June 16, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander M. Sch tndler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregatrons 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

G;~ 

~ (µ~. J)r 
~ll""ij 
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Thank you very much for your 
congregation on the event of 
was deeply appreciated. 

r~" 
very gracious 1 etter to my Q( )i\ 
t ts 70th Ann i versary. It - 1:) \J 

I am very concerned fol lowing the Executive Board Meeting 
that there is sti 11 no clear cut vi's ion of what is going 
to occur at the Houston Biennial with regard to a statement 
on the question of rabbinic officiation of mixed marriages 
coming forth from the Task Force/Commission. I am hopeful 
that you will take this opportunity, having been party to 
the discussion at the Executive Board, a~d understanding 
the consensus of that Execut'i've· Baard that you might now 
be more directive in the context of an area which I know 
we both agree is a rabbinic area solely. I. would be 
satisfied with a statement coming forth from the Task Force 
that said the issue had been carefully studied and debated 
and its conclusion is simply that the issue belongs within 
the rabbinate and continued dialogue in the specific congre
gation, the }iity and the congregational rabbi. For me, it 
is the most honest statement and does not raise the spectre 
of some of the unfortunate language of both Sandy and Mel's 
papers. Though I may only be a voice of one, as a rabbinic 
colleague on the Task Force, I hope that you will take due 
consideration of what I think has been an inordinate amount 
of time spent on an issue that should not have ever been an 
issue of the Task Force. I am fully confident that Gunther 
will be able to find whatever means to correct the direction 
that has currently been taken, but I am even more confident 

- TEMPLE 2800 F mnkUn Stmt Mi.chigan City, IN 46360 (2 19) 874-4477 Study 
(2 19) 874-6475 H ome 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
page 2 

June 16, 1983 

that as the ~bbl of the UAHC and as its spiritual leader, you 
can set the tone by saying; we have discussed it and debated 
it and now it belongs where it has always belonged, within 
the CCAR. I hope you will not take umbrage at the presumption 
of this letter or its tone. I am very excited about the work 
that the committee has done and has yet to do and fearful that 
the unfortunate misdirection of this topic will only lead us 
more ast~ay. I thank you for this opportunity and look for
\Ward to our contined work together. 

JAE/dk 

cc Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Rabbi Gunther Plaut 
Rabbi Sheldon Zirm,erman 

Mos s·ncerely, 
\ 

i 
i 

A. Ede 1 he it 



Mr. Herbert S. Wander 
Katten, Muchin, Zavis, 

Pearl and Galler 

November 29, 1982 

4100 Mid-Continental Plaza 
55 Ewst Monroe Street 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Herb: 

Wt was good hearing from you and I am grateful for your 
thou htfumness. The findin sin the recent Jewish ,oou
lation Study of Metropolitan Chicahg are of reat interest 
to me. I thank you for havin " shared this data with me, 
it will be most helpful. 

I enjoyed meeting you and it is my hope our paths will 
cross again in the future. Until then, warm good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

.1 

I 
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MEMO FROM 

HERBERT S. WANDER 

November 19, 1982 

To: Rabbi Alex Schindler 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I certainly enjoyed your remarks at 
lunch today. 

We recently completed a new Jewish 
Population Study of Metropolitan Chicago. 
Our preliminary results have just been 
announced (they are preliminary - not yet 
foi publication - and we intend to refine 
them) . 

I think you might find interesting 
the findings concerning how children of 
mixed marriages are raised (pg 17). I 
mentioned our results at the GA last week 
and indicated that more positive efforts 
have to be devoted to mixed marriages. I 
was surprised that my remarks were not 
well received by some. 

cc: 

Best regards. 

Dr. Steven B. Nasatir 
Dr. Peter Friedman 

JEWISH FEDERATION/JEWISH UNITED FUND OF METROPOLITAN CHICA 



KATTEN, MUCHIN, ZAVIS, PEARL & GALLER 
A LAW PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS 

4100 MID-CONTINENTAL PLAZA 55 EAST MONROE STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603 
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~ .... bbi Davie Polish 
Bet: Err:,~t t,1e Fr,_e Syna ogue 
1 Wu Lee Street 
~ anston, IL 00202 

Dear David: 

March 16, 1982 

I appredate _your writing and your thoughtfulness in s!wring your 
coluirn pr'io1 t:o its µui:il 1::atio1 i chE: Jewir.:~ S.::ntin~l. 

t reca 11 your ca u t ons as thry app12a re ' in the Co:.fern5ce Journa 1 . 

~!e can certainly agree to disagree agreeably! 

\11th warmest regarJs ,1~c bayit 1 ' bay1·c, I ar.1 

Sincerely, 

f,1exanc.lcr !1. Schindler 



RABBI DAVID POLISH 

BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

12 □□ LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLIN □ IS 

60202 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Shalom, Alex, 

March 11, 1982 
16 Adar 5742 

In a forthcoming column in the Jewish Sentinel of Chicago 
(copy enclosed), I am raising some concerns about the 
outreach program which has been launched by the Union. 
It is only fair that you should see it before the is sue is 
in print. 

Needless to say, my esteem for you and my enormous 
regard for your achievements are in no way affected by 
my attitude on this particular is sue about which, inciden
tally, I had also written about two years ago in the 
Conference Journal. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

/;;/ 
RABBI DAVID POLISH 

DP:by 
Enclosure 



Rabbi David Polish 

I have growing reservations about programs within Jewish life for outreach to 

non-Jews. From the outset, I should stress that these reservations do not apply to 

all efforts being made toward bringing mixed families and their children into Jewish 

life. For them we should engage in a vigorous program of outreach, education and 

help so that they could in time become united Jewish families. Obviously, even in those 

cases, we cannot attempt to proselytize any devout Chrisitans (married to J e ws) 

who do not wish to abandon their faith. 

I believe, however, that forsome the concept of outreach includes many other 

genti les who are not intermarried and not identified with churches. Somehow, 

programs of this sort develop a life of their own, especially when they are handsomely 

funded and begin to go beyond boundaries that may not be as carefully defined as they 

should be. I would feel much more secure about this issue if agencies developing 

outreach programs were to specifically state that they are limitin~ themselves only 

to intermarried families. 

One reason for concern is that some Christian bodies and individuals have begun 

to detatch themselves from proselytizing among Jews. We should recognize that 

this is a major concession because, from the beginning of Christianity, proselytizing 

was considered to be the central "mitzvah" of Christianity. Jesus commanded his 

disciples to go out into the world and make converts in his name. For a Christian 

or a Christian group to renounce this "mitzvah" is a major development in modern 

religion. 

In 1958 Reinhold Niebuhr, writing in the Journal of the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis said, "The Christian majority can achieve a more genuine tolerance 

only if it assumes the continued refusal of the Jew to be assimilated either ethnically 

or religiously. That recognition involves an appreciation of the 
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resources of Jewish life, morally and religiously, which make Judaism something 

other than an inferior form of religion such as must ultimately recognize the 

superiority of the Christian faith; and end its long resistance by capitulation and 

conversion. 11 

In 1969 the Catholic Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity stated, "Relations 

between Christians and Jews have for the most part been no more than a monologue. 

A true dialogue must now be established ... the condition of dialogue is respect for 

the other as he is, for his faith and religious convictions. All intent of proselytizing 

and conversion is excluded. 11 

Most recently, Dr. Harry James Cargas, speaking at the Catholic St. John's 

University said, "Heavy Christian emphasis on missionizing should be re-directed 

toward perfecting individual Christian lives. Missionary efforts, however well 

intentioned, are generally not as well received by the intended beneficiaries as they 

are enthusiastically endorsed by those of the performing group. Perhaps Christians 

might comprehend this better if they try to imagine how they would react if Jews 

tried to convert us to Judaism. 11 

Even some Evangelical bodies have been considering their proselytizing program 

toward the Jews. 

In light of all this. it would be a serious moral and political error to engage in 

Christian 

such activities as would prompt A individuals and bodies to reconsider their own 

program and return to the central "mitzvah" of Christianity. This is no time for 

inter-religious competition, and possible conflict. After all, why shouldn't Christians 

go after "unsynagogued" Jews? 
In this context, I would hope that the title, "Jews by Choice," conferred on and by 

converts ought to be changed. It is an invidious title which suggests that vast numbers 

of born Jews are not so by choice. Certainly at the very least, the victims of 

the survivors of the death camps, Russian refuseniks 

twentieth century persecution ,Awho could have chosen to abandon their Jewishness 
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instead So are countless others . 

andAclung to it with devotion, are Jews by choice .A My suggestion would be that an 

appropriate Hebrew name be designated; certainly the name Ger is a noble title. 

In addition, I would suggest that after a reasonable period of time, bearers of that 

title be allowed to drop it once and for all since they have been absorbed into 

the Jewish community. This would be no different fron~ the title "Naturalized 

Citizen" which is dropped when such a person becomes integrated into the American 
becomes 

society and /1 just a plain citizen. 



Ms. Leslie Simon 
UAHC 
100 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Leslie: 

... 

December 14, 1981 

Thank you for keeping rue posted. 

The Biennial was great? I'm sure you've heard by now, of 
course, that the video tape wns super. You looked just 
beautiful and when you talked - sheer pearls. Ne all love 
you. 

Fondly, 

Alexender M. Schindler 
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Ms. Leslie Simon 
UAHC 
100 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Dear Leslie: 

December 14, 1981 

Thank you for keeping me posted. 

The Biennial was great! I'm sure you've heard by now, of 
course, that the video tape was super. You looked just 
beautiful and whe n you talked - sheer pearls. We all love 
you. 

Fondly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

JOINT UAHC/CCAR 
TASK FORCE ON 

REFORM JEWISH OUTREACH 
CHICAGO AREA (312) 782-1477 
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LESLIE SIMON 
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Dear Friends: 

CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

JOINT UAHC/CCAR 
TASK FORCE ON 

REFORM JEWISH OUTREACH 
CHICAGO AREA (312) 782-1477 

PROGRAM CONSULTANT: 
LESLIE SIMON 

December, 1981 

At a recent workshop, one of our participants recommended that we send a note 
to each of the Chicago area synagogues requesting that they place a notice about 
Chicago Reform Response in their synagogue newsletters. All of you recently re
ceived a letter describing our task force and outlining our goals, and I would 
like to ask that you refer to that letter in preparing your announcements. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to let all of you know about our 
two major progranming efforts this year. The first event is a Forum on Intermar
riage and Conversion to be held at Spertus College of Judaica on Sunday, February 
7, from 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. The For\JlU will be sponsored by th~ American 
Jewish Canmittee, the Chicago Board of Rabbis, the Jewish Community Centers, Jew-
ish Family and Community Service, Jewish Federation, Spertus College of Judaiea, 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and United Synag()CJtle of America. We 
will send more specific information as soon as it becomes available, but I hope 
in the meantime you will urge congregants to reserve the date. It would be very 
help~ul for future progranning within your congregation if you could have at least 
one representative at this major event. 

Our second effort is a series of follow-up Workshops on Intermarriage and 
Conversion to be held at a number of local congregations. These workshops will 
offer an oppartWlity to explore some of the issues and problems in greater depth 
in a more intimate setting. Hopefully they will serve to focus attention on the 
need for further programmi.ng, and congregations will have an opportunity at that 
time to evaluate some of these options. Listed below are the dates and locations 
of scheduled workshops: 

Jan. 24 
Feb. 7 

20 
27 

Mar. 13 
27 

Etz Chaim 
FORUM, Spertus College 
Sholom 
Oak Park 
Anshe Sholom 
Jeremiah 

Apr. 17, 24 
May 1 

Beth Emet 
Beth Tikvah 

During the next month, I will call each Chicago area congregation in order to ask 
if you would like to participate in one of the workshops and if so, with which 
congregation. I hope you will agree not only to attend, but to participate ac
tively in the planning and presentation of the program. 

Cordially, Leslie simon 

Sponsored By: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS, 100 W. Monroe, Chicago 60603 



FORUM ON INTERMARRIAGE AND CONVERSION 

The progr am will take place Sunday, February 7, 1982 at Spertus College of 
Judaica . It will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a . m. and will 
conclude a t 4:30 p . m. A light buffet luncheon will be included for t hose 
who pre- regi ster . Registration fee will be $7.50 per person . 

Session I 
I n troduction of program and spc<.1ker . 
Keynote speaker: Will revi ew recent studies and programs about intermarriage 
a nd conversion ; will suggesl quesL:i.ons ,rnci i~Llucs for conf~.i.cJ 'ration :i.n the 
context of the Forum . Question period to fo]low . 

Sessi on I I 
Panel : How Our Re l igious Leaders Respond . 'l'h:i.s d:i.scuss:i.on will be sponsored 
by the Chicago Board of Rabbis and will include a rabbi from each of the four 
movements of Judaism . Moderator to be cJecideJ . The prcscnlation and discus
sion will center around factual information , historical and socia l background, 
and personal religious positions . 

Break for lunch and informal conversation. 

Sess i on III 
Workshops . 

ri-ie.:,e have been 
c han3f! d. See. 
a Ha c.-h e d 5 hee.--1-. 

Participants will choose one of six workshops from the following : 
Developing a Jewi sh Identity: The Process 
Deve l oping a Personnl Response to Intermarriage and "New " Jews . 
Fami l y Relationships: Extended and Nuclear Families. 
Parents : What Can I Do If My Child Intermarries? 
Community: Where Do I Fit In? 

Informntion: Counseling Services, Conversion Procedures Resource People 
Each workshop will have two facilitators . One will be provided by t he J . F . C . S . 
and will be a trnined counselor . The other will be provided by the U. A. 11 . C . 
and will be someone with personal experience in the area of focus . 

Session IV 
Panel : What have we learned? Moderator will be Alan Bregman . Panelists 
will sum up their descussions and will respond to audience comments . Hnbbi 
Bregman will draw the parts of the discussion toqether and conclude the 
program . 



WORKSHOPS 

Intermarriage 
What decisions will i.ntcrr.larricd couples have to rraJ:c? Wllat urc san--c 
of the !Jroblems which may confront them? 1:ow clo families respond to the 
intermarriage of a son or daughter? How C:oes the carmullity respom to inter
married COU}?les? now might they respond? 

Ccnversion 
What is involved in the process of conversion? h'hat arc SOI.'C of the prob
ler:\s which may confront a :person .,ho chooses Judaism? What are sonc 
of the pleasures? 

Parents 
How do parents respond to internerriage? How might they res1:.,ond? Wbat can 
parents do with younger children to encourage them to choose to create 
Jewish rares .as adults? 

carrnunity 
l\s rne:mLers of the Jc\visl cc:mnunity, ho\l do we feel alout interm::-rrried 
couples? J\J:out "ne\·1 11 Jews? How do we respond to then;? Are there things 
that we can do to help integrate then into the cor.munity? 

Progrums 
What can you do in your synagogue or organization to help intcsirate 
intermarried couples and "new" Jews into Jcuish life? h1hat are the 
difficulties or sensitive areas of wqich you should l::e m·rare? 



CONGREGATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON INTERMARRIAGE & CONVERSION 

I . Brief Introduction . A person who was at the Forum at Spertus should 
introduce the workshop , talk about the reasons for this (congregational) 
workshop , and mention some of the issues and information covered at 
Spertus. 

II. Ask the Rabbi. Review of basic information about marriage, intermarriage , 
and conversion . Participant questions. 

III. Panel discussion . Moderator can introduce this section by relating own 
experiences and thoughts . Se attached questions. 

IV . Workshops . Might include any from the following, depending on congregation: 

a . Parents of Intermarried 
b. The Process of Jewish Identification 
c . Problems and Issues in Family Relationships. 
d . Fitting into the Cormnunity 
e . Developing a Personal Response to " Intermarrieds " and 

"New Jews . " 
f . Congregational Prograrmning 

V. Review and Conclusion. Workshop leaders will briefly mention the key 
issues discussed and/or conclusions. Moderator will draw all together 
and conclude. 



01::scv ss,on Group: 

',JORK5II0P ON I NTERMAl~H I AGE AND CONV El{SION 

Ask the Rabbi 
This session will be concerned with 9 1v1ng specific Information and 
with resolvin g confusions and uncertainties based on misconceptions ond 
luck of in formation . 

Hev l ew of mater i u 1 from 20/20 
Any other questions or i ssues 
\✓hat wou ld participants like to discu ss in future sessions (per-l1aps 
we can integrate their su gges tions and requests into our own). 

Materials : Ask the Rabb i, selections from Conference on Conver·sio11, 
statements of each movement of Judaism 

Living wi th Jews, Becom in g Jew ish: The Process 
This session is concerned main l y with the i nd ivid ual fee li ngs of people 
who were not born Jewish . I think we should emphasize that the rituals of 
conversion are one part of a process which begins on the first contact with 
the Jewish corrvnunity and continues i ndefinitely i n some ways. 1.-/e should 
also suggest that born Jews are also in sorne ways 11 in process 11

• 

What is involved in the process ritually, socia l ly, emot ionally? 
\✓ hy do peop I e choose to become Jewish? \✓ hat is s pec.i a 1 ? What a re 
some of the difficulties? 
Does a person chan 9e? 
How can a person develop a sense of Je1-dsh identity? 
Do peop l e change and /or develop a se nse of Jewish identity without 
conversion? 
What is the specific role of conversio11 in the process of ident i f ication 
,vith Judaism? 

Materia l s : If a Chr isti an Chooses to Mar ry a Jew, Sandy Seltzer; 
Moment , June 198 1; selections f rom Huberman study and/or Sandy's study . 

Changing Fam il y Relationsh~ 
This session is concerned ~rimarily with family relationships for 
the intermarried and/or 11conversionary'' fami ly. 

What if one partner in an in termarr i age feels the need to become more 
involved in Je,vish I i fe? How do changes i n re li g ious perspective affect 
marriage re la tionsh i ps? 
Does conversion (to Judaism) affect the mar riage relationship? 
How do intermarriage and conve rsio n affect extended family re lationships? 
How do families respond? How do we wish fam ili es would respo11d? 
What happens to ho li day celebrat ions? 
How does an intermarriage affect chi l dren? ll0vv do we decide the 
identity of the children? 
Does conversion affect children? Does it matte r when conversion is 
accomplished? 
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H°"" do we ex plain the d i fferent traditions of ou r extended family? 
(W1a t happens to the religious ident it y of the children in t he 
case of divorce?) 

Mater ials: Choosi ng Juda i sm, Lydia Kukoff; Why No Christmas Tree (a 
letter); I may have one other l etter some time soo11; Half-Jc1•1s (articlC::) . 

Where Do I Fit In? 
This session ls concerned mn l nly with the communa l relationships 
of i nt erma rried fam ili es and 11 new 11 JC\.,is . 

Wha t are the different ways in wh ich I could establ i sh a relationsh i p 
to the Jewish community? 
In what way wil 1 each of these opt ions he l p me to feel comfortab l e i n 
the Jewish community and /or estab lish my own sense of Jewish ident it y? 
Are t he re places where I can feel especially comfortable? Are there 
places where I might feel some d iscomfort? 
What are the attitudes of born Jews to intermarria ge? To convers ion? 
~/hat could the Jewish commun ity do to help me feel mo re a part of it? 
Do I have something special to offer the Jew i sh community? 

Mat erials: \vhen Non-Jews Become Jew is h11
, Prof . l~obert L. Knt:z 

\vhere Do We Go From Here? 
Th is sess ion 1.,ii ll be concerned with identil'ying tile needs of the:: peop l e 
in the group at this point in the process. They may consider a va ri e ty of 
opti ons in terms of cont in ued programm i ng and shou l d a ls o consider the i r 
own role i n terms of developing it. 

Are there questions and /o r prob l ems we hnve no t considered? 
Do we need to discuss some of these areas in greater depth? 
Do we need more 11 Jewish educat ion"? 
Do we need factual i nformation or experi ent ial opportunities? 
How can 1.,ie best gain this i nfo rmat ion and these experiences? Throu9h 
genera l syna gogue act ivi ties, or do we need temporary support groups? 
Shall we continue as a group fo r the time be i ng? 
Shou ld there be a 1 imit to the l ength of t ime we remain together? 
vha t role can we pl ay in deve l oping further programs? 

Mate ri a ls: Fo l l ow-up Programs 



INTERMARRIAGE 

CONVERSION 

and 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



I'd like to share a few ideas I've had about programs in the religious 

school related to intermarriage and conversion. I speak from several per

spectives: as a non-Jew who intermarried, as a person who later converted, 

as a professional in Outreach• programs and as a teacher, and as the mother 

of two boys who I hope will be committed Jewish adults but who will also 

be comfortable with the special background from which they come. 

In some ways, I am also speaking from the perspective of myself, 

eleven years ago. That was when I married my husband, a Jewish man, and 

in some ways perhaps I am thinking of the things I wished he had known at the 

time--things I wished he had learned in the course of his Jewish education. 

When I made my wedding plans eleven years ago, I experienced a number of 

problems which I have since learned are far from unique. At the time, I 

was to a certain extent overwhelmed by the whole experience, but I believe 

that I can now specify three main problem areas. The first ·difficulty was 

that my.~husband had an inadequate background in his own tradition; to be 

specific, although he had a strong sense of Jewish identification and stated 

at an early time that he would like our children to be raised as Jews, he did 

not understand the meaning of a Jewish wedding nor the difficulti es involved 

in the marriage of a Jew and a non-Jew in that regard. He did not understand 

the role of a rabbi in a Jewish wedding, and therefore it angered him that 

rabbis refused to officiate; and he did not know either the specific require

ments of conversion or have an understanding of the process itself. 

The second problem was that my husband's parents, like most Jewish parents, 

were deeply distressed by our intermarriage. Also like many, if not most 

Jewish parents, their response to our intermarriage took one of two paths: 

not saying anything for fear of seeming to push, and angry, emotional 

outbursts. 

•Joint UAHC/CCAR Task Force on Re form Jewish Outreach (to intermarried 

families and people who have chosen to become Jewish). 
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And finally, we struggled with the fact that the institutional framework 

of the Jewish community was unprepared to respond to our situation. We 

resolved our problems as best we could without a great deal of specific 

guidance or support--as many other couples have and do. StiJi, because of 

our experiences, I have given a great deal of thought to what the Jewish 

community can do not just to help intermarried couples but to affirm and 

protect Jewish identity in the process . 

I began to give some attention to these problems three years ago when 

I was serving a"' adult education chairperson of my syn_agogue. At that time, 

I expressed an interest in providing some kind of a program for intermarried 

couple s and people interested in conversion. Coincidentally, a fellow-congregant 

who was then the Midwest director of the American J , wish Committee, requested 

that our synagogue co-sponsor a Forum on Intermarriage and the Je\vish Future, 

based on a study with the same name , conducted in 19)8 by the American Jewish 

Committee. Also coincidentally, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

was at that tin,e developing its own Outreach program for intermarried couples 

and 1'new 11 .l ,.,ws in response to Habbi Alexander Schindler' s 1978 Presidentiial 

Address in Houston. Ultimately we devised a Forum, co-sponsored by the A.J.C., 

the U. A.I!.C., and my synagogue . My husband and I participated in a panel 

discussi on on that occasion and in several other panel discussions and 

T.V. presentations at a later time. 

Eventually I accepted a position as Program Consultant for the Chicago 

Federation of the Union of AmericQn Hebrew Congregations. My role is to 

develop programs for intermarried couples and "new" Jews . In the process of 

developing these ideas, I have discovered that much has changed in the last 

eleven years. The Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future which we 

provided three years ago was one of the beginning efforts in what has become 



- 3 -

a general community development. Many of the programs are still local ized 

and often not widely publicized; and the response remains far from standard, 

a problem exacerbated by ideological disagreements among various parts of 

the community. Many couples still are unable to find answers to their 

questions or to even have an opportunity to find out what questions they 

should ask. Nonetheless, a number of interesting and helpful programs are 

being developed and are now available, and many people are benefitting from 

this change. I also believe that ultimately the Jewish community will 

benefit by the positive feelingo created as a result .of sensitive guiddnce 

and the availability of complete and candid information. 

What kinds or' programs are becoming available? Convers on classes are 

being adjusted to respond to some of the special needs and problems 01 

intermarried couples and potential or "new" Jews. 'rhere are counseling 

services, sensitized to the issues of intermarriage and conversion. In 

Chicago, we are planning a Forum on Intermarriage and Conversion to be 

sponsored by most of the major communal organizations. Many congregations 

are sponsoring workshops to deal with the issues in a more i11timate setting. 

We are encouraging congregations and organiza t ions to establish specialized 

havurot to act as a temporary support group as people attempt to establish a 

relationship to the Jewish community. We are exploring the idea of parent 

support groups aa well. Many materials have been developed and made available 

both nationally and locally gi ving factual informa tion and suggesting issues 

and problems. 

As I r eview all these materials and programs , however, it occurs to me 

that our focus iG clearly "remedial"--that is to say, we are concerned with 

intermarriage as an immediate problem (or challenge , as I prefer to cull it). 

We have developed many programs to encourage community discussion and aware

ness and to respond to the needs of those who choose to become Jewish, of those 



who intermarry, and of the parents of those who intermarry. AB essential 

as these programs are--and as much as I myself would have appreciated them 

eleven years ago--perhaps they do not represent a full response to the 

needs of the Jewish community. I believe that a more complete response ~:'i'~ 

would include a focus on the religious school and the creation of a special

ized awareness among . the young people in it. In this way, we will in some 

respects develop a "preventive" program rather than a "remedial" one. 

Before I make my suggestions, I would like to state very clearly that 

I am opposed to any program of indoctrinat ion against intermarriage. I 

believe the reasons for my opposition should be obvious based on my state

ments about my own background, but perhaps I can make my a rgument even 

more substantial as I continue. What I do support are ~ducational . efforts which 

encourage Jewish identification and which stress the responsibility of each 

of us to contribute to or carry on Jewish tradition. 

I would like to propose two specific programs; however, I would also 

like to place them in the context of an overall programming agenda. I 

would hope that as time goes on I and others who share an interest in this 

area will develop more programs which will complement these two beginning 

efforts. Therefore, I would suggest the following goals and guidelines: 

1) Programs should contribute to the growth of a strong sense of Jewish 

identity. This must be our first and major concern as Jews. However, we 

are also responding to a second and equally vital need when we bear this 

goal in mind: our religious school population is changing, and many 

children are not from homes in which both marriage partners viere born Jewish. 

Several studies (turn to next page) 
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have demonstiated that marriages in which a conversion occurs are more 

actively Jewish than their endogamous counterparts; thus we might expect 

the children from these marriages to have a good sense of Jewish identity. 

On the other hand , we are also aware of the lm, lC!vel of Jewish identity among 

children from homes in which no conversion has occurred. Further , the 1978 

study of the American Jewish Committee stresses the low J.evel of identity among 

children from a large number of endo8amous marriages as well and urges that 

greater attention be paid to religious education from this perspective . 

Therefore, keeping this goal in mind is not only an imperative for us as 

Jews, but it will benefit the children in our ochools. 

2. Programs should contribute to establishing a sensitive environment 

in the religious schools . We need to sensitize the entire starf of the 

religious school to the fact that a_ owing number of children in their 

classes may not come from homes in which both parents were born Jews. This 

knowledge might require simply some changes in perspective or attitude . 

However, it might also necessitate some specific curricular changes. For 

example, family trees might be a sen.~itive topic, which is not to say that 

we shouldn't explore them in cJ.ass; we should simply find a way to do it that 

will include all of the children in a positive \vay. The issue 11 \-iho Is a Jew" 

when it comes up in the context of any discussion is highly sensitive and 

requires great care and attention. Another problem is the que nti on of the 

source of a person 1 s sense of Je hishness . I would like ~J suggest that we 

should avoid the use or any materials or classroom discussions which imply 

Jewish 
t hat there is a l\ 11 essence 11 with wnich one is born. vk need to stress that 

Judo.i :·m is active and that people--including born Jews--develop a sense of 

Jewish identity from doing Jewish things and 1rom abeorbing Jewish environments . 

3. Krograms should prepare young people for whatever life situation they 

may meet by giving them adequate and candid information about intermarriage 
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and conversion. Withthe potential for intermarriage as high as it is in 

the Jewish community today , we cannot responsibly allow our children to 

complete their religious education without giving them all the tools they 

may someday need to make the important decisions they must make about marriage. 

Because of my own experience and because of the studies I have read, I can't 

help but feel that a fully informed Jewish partner can play a vital role in 

determining the direction of a marriage and a home life. Giving information 

at the moment of crisis is helpful--but giving it earlier , before the crisis, 

is better yet. rerhaps if today' s Jewish adults had been bette r educated 

about the meaning of a Jewish wedding and marriar~e and the role of the rabbi, 

there would not be such terrible pressures on rabbis today to officiate at 

mixed marriages nor such anger when it becomes apparent that this is not an 

option in the situation. 

4. Programs should help young people to understand the process of 

religious conversion, in particular conversion to Judaism, so that conversion 

can become a positive option for them in the case of intennarriaee . How 

distressing it is to hear the idea of converaion automatically proposed as 

the "solution 1i to intcrmarriage--not only proposed, but pushed at a confused 

or even unwilling partner. Q11 i t e often this is done without any understanding 

for the process of conversion, for the feelings of the non - Jewish partner, or 

recognition of the role of the Jewish spouse or family. This is not to say 

that the J~ssibility of con version slould not be raised or evaluated--for it 

can be a wonderfully positive choice. Therefore , we need to help our young 

.... eople understand how they can mo ,_ t effectively and sensitively make this 

option part of their frame of reference. 

5. Programs ~hould hQ1P youngsters to onsider the role of Judaism in 

their lives and in particular the role of a J ewish home in est;:1blishing a sense 

of Jewish identity. We can hardly demand that our young people choose Jewish 

mates and establish Jewish homes if their Je\';ishness ·is not important to them. 
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On the other hand, many young Jews state that Judaism is not an essential 

element of their lives and make decisions on this basis only to discover 

belatedly that it is more a part of them than they thought. Further, is 

requesting the conversion of a non-Jr wish spouse a realistic or moral 

option if either the Jewish partner or his/her family is not committed 

enough to their Judaism to act on it? It is important to consider the 

role of a Jewish home not only in terms of the student's identity formation, 

but in terms of the identity formation of the person who converts and of 

future children. 

6. We should make evory effort to involve parents in programming 

cff orts in this area. There are three reasons for parental involvement. 

The first is that in this area as in all other areas of education, family 

interest and support are essential aids in the educational process. 

Secondly, perhaps by being exposed to the mat erials their children are 

studying, parents v1ill be prodded to examine some of thes e issues and 

problems more closely for themselves; perhaps one day if the need arises , 

they will then be prepared to respond more sensitively and ~ffectively. 

Finally , many of these issues are highly sensitive, and parents should know 

firsthand what information their children arc receiving in order to avoid 

some of the difficulties posed by the transmission of half-messages. 

I would add some cautionary notes. We should conaciously avoid making 

children feel inadequate or different regardless of their background . We 

should consider in advance the messages we wish to deliver and avoid 

inadvertent terminology or ideas wh ' ch give a different message. Wo should 

avoid singling out children from a particular kind of background as we 

develop programs. And finally, any time we focus specifically on intermarriage 

or conversion (o r rela t ed issues like Who Is a Jew , etc.) we must be very 

cnreful in our selection of leaders and teachers. ~f possible , it would be 
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most helpful to have at leaBt as a resource person or monitor a person who 

has been th1·ough the process of intermarriage ci.nd/or conversion and who can 

pinpoint sensitive are,ts or prob.terns. 
I 

My first program is written up .L.n the form of a lettr.r and responds to 

the idea that there are many children, including but not limited to the 

children oI' intermarriage, \vho ao not receive enough e.xperieutial education 

in the home to build a strong sense of Jewish identirication. The leader 

should be a warm and loving person who can create a fun, joyous, but nonetheless 

specifically and actively Jewish atmosphere. 

(see attached letter) 



I.Jear Purents ofi Hcli gious Sc! CDl Stu<lei ts : 

Jul of us are av.rc.t.n~ th,1.t there l El.Ve Leen siqnificant ch.cnCJC~~ in the 
rotL"trc of the Jrn-,i~,ll ccm:mmity i1 rc.:ecnt yc!ur:.:; . Due to u l1ram: .. 1L:ic 
increase in the rate (j)f irrtci.,,urrio.CJe ai 1u u rrovcn-cnt out of locc:tlizccl 
Jcv1isl carmunitics , we can no lon(_Jcr c1cp< .. .!ncl as fully on tl:.c family 
and tl1c ccnrnunity to t-rur1rnu.t Je\1ish c...'Ust.c~ns and values as \·IC have 
in the past. Yet 1;,e foel tliat Juc1c1ism is ~;a. ethil,CJ of enduring 
Lenuty and vc:tlue und tlu:"lt \•,e must find wzi.y[; to br~pg an ur dcirstanding 
of and c1ppreciuti.on for our lleritu.CJC to ull tllc~ youns rx"'oplc living 
in our corrmuni ty tcxl:·w . 

In that interest , \•:c would lil:c to invite: your cll.i.luron o.nd you to 
JOln in a unique~ prcqram of Jcv1ish ciu-icl1m.:.'nt. ~.ioIT.c of you may 
Le' farniliar \vi.th tJ e: "havuro.ll" concept . l lc1V1.irnlt rrc,ms li t.crc1.lly , 
a "group"--but a. sp<.: .. 'Cific kincl of group . It ccrr.cs frcrn tl 1c \·.ord 
Ur.1vcr , 'dhich ITCMS fr-i..cnd; so it ir, u grrn1p of fricncb , 21 fcllrn1-
ship . Groups liJ..e this h.,.1.vc J,C;crl fo:r:rrcd c1ll ov .. r the cow1t.ry , 
insidL. and outside of congregations . 'l'hey :;c1.vc to c·1hu1cc Jc1,,.1ii,h 
J,nowlcdgc and fcc,lil g by o.llo\•1inCJ 1:coplc to lcc1r11 and do 11ith a Willlil 
and loving group of friends . llavurot (plur~l of havw:o.h) involve 
suric study, }Jut ostly sl iarin9 of fcelinCJ~, c1nJ group cclcl.•rc1tions . 

hhy restrict such a \.,or:dcrful mil cnricllin9 experience to adults? 
We \.-.'oulcl lih~ to offor your (9-12 /C:ctr old) child an 0Qportw1ity to 
1::,artici1xlte .in a l1avurah for cllilc1rc1 . i .'c~ differ frcm the religious 
sclDOl in that our prirnury focus i~; on fce;lings ro.thcr than J·r.owlciC:kJC 
(c1ltl10ugh \-.re 1-.opc' that tJ1is \•;ill Le a lcmning m:pcr7 c1~c'-' us 1·:cll) . 

vie: \•Jill meet for lune! follO\·:.ing religious scliool twice o. nor U1; during 
Lolidc1ys , V.'c may change our rc<Julc.trly scl1cdule<i n'0ctin9 tir..Q to provide 
for grouµ cclcLrations. Our first ncctinlJ \\'ill Le 

---,---and v.'C v.1ill rcct<l ~.;cr.1e short pussa9cs or stories and Lull. al out tlJ.n~1s 
1-1c like: or thi.1 C.JS that .:rrc )1,.-u:-J for us nl,e,ut l cing Jcvd.sl: . 

If you feel that your cllild v.oulcl .:1pprecic1te this cp1 .. ortw,ity to 
bccoire pc1.rt of c1 \•.'ill1\\ curl supporti vc 9roup of Jews, plcc1[;C rc!turn 
the· cnclosc..<l cu.rd and to cov0.r lw-icll Gxpcnscs . ----
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My second program is more specifically for the classroom, although it 

was ~osigned in response to a request for a gonfirmatiun class retreat . It 

is informational, rather than experiential , although an extended unit could 

certainly involve experiential elements. I believe that this program would, 

in fact, serve quite well as the pos~tive foundation for a lengthier unit 

on intermarriage and conversion. This extended unit mi ght include witnessing 

a conversion ceremony, as Allen Maller suggests in The Pedagogic Reporter , 

/Cf-IS, vol . _x,i,..v~ ;, <f(f:J", 3~ There might also be a review of the historical 
background of the opposition to intermarriage from the Biblical period to the 

present. Perhaps there might be a review of the history of conversion 

(including famous converts) and Jewish proselytization . In., this respect, 

Keeping Posted, published by the U.A.H.C., has several relevant issues 

(1-A Missionary Faith'? 2-Love, Marriage, Intermarriage, and 3.~Probleuis of 

Jewish Family Life). Handled sensitively, it might also be helpfuLto 

examine the conflicts within the Jewish community over the issues of 

intermarriage and conversion ; this discussion could contribute to an under

standing of the different ideological positions of the movements of Judaism 

in general. 

(see attached set of pages) 

I am in the process of collecting study materials and/or short readings 

for this unit, and these suggestions and materials . will soon be available 

from our Chicago office (U.A.H.C. 1 100 W. Monroe, Chicago 60603). Both of 

these ideas represent only a beginning, and I hope that others will join me 
in the effort to create programs which will ultimately bring all of our children-

whatever their background--closer to their J·e viish heritage . 
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Stu.:y Unit on Inte11narri.a9c uncl Conversion 

C!ICOSit-K.~ JUDl\.ISl ~ 
I Goal : 'lb create an awareness thut not all of us uru }.,(_,1:i JC:!\,S. 'I'o 9ive 

fc1ctu,.1.l inforir.:ition ul:out the rcqui.rcm'e11ts of c.:onvcrnion . To li.l;liJ students 
wi.lGrstand U-iat there is iron. involv,~c1 i1 c.:or.vcrsion than the conv0.rsion 
procedure . 

Study questjons: 
\'lhy (:o people chcosc~ to lX;;cc:nc Jev,rish? (Some attcintion c.:.:in le given c1t 
th.is point to co1 versic1n as one option in ill1 i1 tcrniarria9c) . 

I 
M1at are the rt.'<;uin:nxmts of co1 version? 

Jlow do those \/ho cor vcrt vim,,' Jrn·1i sh idcnti ty? 

!low do t hey clevclqJ a ~jCJ sc of J·ewish identity? 

'\t·Jlut v:c1s r.ost heli_,ful in the process of conversion? (JJq cfully t..herc v:ill 
Le soire discui;sion of the rclc, of n.J[X~atcd rituc1l ex1.cricnc.:cs Mil family 
eY.pericnces) . 

l11at proulcus have there l:.c.-en in the pre,ccss of convc' rsion? ('l'll.ir,; J:1j_gllt 
include inscnsi ti vc c.:onrnents, feelings of c:-:c.:lusion , lc1.cl :. of o.cti vcl y 
Jcwisli role r:rocls in the .imncdiatQ fmn.ily , lad-. of infonnc1.tinn or 
experience, ne<ptivc family n:~~;ponsc!s, etc.) 

v-.~iat s1,xxiul "gifts" do f<:-'Oplc whc have cl1ose11 to l:ecarc Je:1:•.i~~i1 offer the 
cor.mu1tity? 

I ,JUST "FEF.L" Jl.WISH! 
Coul: 'lb help yow g Feoplc c):plorc tho. sourc0s of Jc\:.i~;11 idc.•ntificotion. 
'l'o 0.-plorc the role of ri tUctl j.1 forrni1 9 c1 ~,cnse of Jc\ ,j sl me: ;r; . 

Study quc~tions: 
lu:c people Lorn \Ji.th .:l Jew.is 1 "essence" or fcelin0? 

What arc the factors \•.1hich contr.ilJut.c to our sense of ,JC\li::,li idc!nt.i ty? 
(llistorical evcmt.s , corrrnunal evi2nts , family o.vc)nts , "ritual" events , etc .) 

Cocs undcrst.a.nc1ii s; the role of ritllc.'11 lK!lp w; to unckrst.c1.nd the r'.0.nni.ng 
of J:adosll? 

llow do Jewish ritua.ls help us to L-ecare kc1.closh? 

HO\\' does tltis di,,eu~~sion of rit.Uc1l relate tJ> our c1iscus:,i.rn. clout clK)Oi,ing 
Judai!,;D\? 

Is it enou9ll to just "feel" Jc\1i.~;l1? Is tltcrc ~1 nee.it (Jr a n~~;l c,11~;il.;ility 
to c1ctivcly n1c.'1i.nt.ain tltis ~Jewish "csscnc(:", tld.s C;Uali.ty cf Le.inc; k.c1dosh? 



Is J:,cin~r Jewish i.lrq_:ortant enough to 11 tcflc.:h" it to another person vilio \-,ould 
like to wiqcr5tand it? 

Are we adequately l)rcpa.rcd to ''tc.::i.ch" it? 

JLWISI I PN-lILY 
Goal: 'lb explore t11e role of family cx1 ierienccs in for.11ti_ng a sense of 
Jcwishnem,. 

Study <1uestions : 
What is one of the r.ujor problems e.>::pcrit..!ncEX.l Ly people v.'ho cl1!XJsc to 
ceccrrc JC.!wish? (llopcfully U1e focus v1ill l c on the lc1cJ~ of a Jewish 
family cx1:x;riencc as tl c.y v.'crc growing up) . 

~illlD.t role docs our furnily play in developins our 01;,n scmsc of Jewish 
iclc:ntity? 

What specific family ex~:erienccs do v-.·(~ rrnn1\tcr 1rost vividly? 

l·/lut -things that v:c h:1vc C):pericmcc.'<.l v-.oulcl \'IC: like to sh •. ,rc! ,.,itJ1 our 
own children sa "C day? 

i,Jhat is a Jev1isl1 fomily? ft..re Jev.1ish fornJJ.j_G s different from otl1cr 
families? (M.i~1l1t refocus on the concept of tactosh ) . 

What a.re the ' ccisions \•.ie n1c,.y maJ:c in our lives \•thich 1.-.'il uffcct the 
qu;:ility of our family some day? 

JI.re you c1C1cquately prepared to help crcc1tc! cl Jewish home? 

IN'I'EH!·171JUUl\GE 
Goal: 'lb explore the problems, options, and re:srx:msi.Lili tic~; of inter
marriage . To explore scnic of the identity 1-,roulcr:1s v.'hich contribute ·to the 
higher rate of intennarriagc. 

Study questio!'"\s : 
Wliat is intenPzi.rria9c? flow prevalent ,is it? 

Wl'lat are son-e of the factors which contriLute to intern1arric1yc? (L:'1cl: 
cf Jc1,,1ish }:nm lcc.1gc or strong sen&; of: idC'11tification , orx)n soc.:ic:ty, 
failure to un<lcrstanc1 relevance of Ju&""li sm in our lives , etc . ) 

'dh,.1.t are sane of t11e sr....ecific problems or questions 1,, ·Jucl1 a 1,<.Jtcr~tic1l 
.internarric..-'d couple: needs to consider? 

What options arc uvailctlJlc to a coupl~ consic1c~rinsJ intcrmi:u-riaCJ~? 

\ 1fl1at happ~ns v,hcn a couple cannot agree on the rcf:olution of tlic: prol.r 
lcn;s or questions relc1.tc<.1 to their intcrnmrric1gc? 

I. 



ilow nuy t\)c decision to intrn:irorry affect fnmily relnti onsllips? 
I 

If you fell in love with a non-J·cw, v1httt v.1ould you like to happen 
(as you think over the vc1rious thi.n<Js we l1uvc discussed)? 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Ms. Leslie Simon 
November 10, 1981 

I am so pleased that you are coordinating Outreach programs for the Great 
Lakes Council/Chicago Federation of the UAHC. The materials you shared 
with me are impressive ~nd I want to wish you well in all your endeavors. 

The Commission on Jewish Education met yesterday here in New York and we 
had them view a rough-cut of the newly edited Outreach tape in which you 
participated. You came across magnificently, all of the participants did 
and I believe we have a very valuable tool in this videotape. The rough 
tape is of really fine quality, the finished product will really be superb! 
It will be shown at the Biennial and I expect it will receive a wonderful 
respojse from the viewers and provide many ideas and thoughts for disc
cussion in the outreach workshops. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
' 

! \ 
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Everything You Always Wanted 
M,~ 

to Know 
w~ 

but Were Afraid to Ask 
Rabbi and faci litator should both be present for these sessions 

Am I Jewish? 
What does it mean, to be Jewish? What are the criteria? l\rn I 
Jewish according to those criteria? (This may include several 
kinds of answers) . 

Is It Important to be "ReJiqious"? 
Heschel, Wiesel, Fackenheim, others . 
Meaning vs. non-meaning. The c hoice 
"Religious by Choice." 

Spirituality vs . secularity . 
a ll of us must make : 

Is It Important to Be "Jewish"--What ' s So Special about Being Jewish? 

Comparative Religion and Culture 
Direct comparison of certain aspects of Judaism and Christianity . 
Examples: Same words, different meanings. Commonly misunderstood 
features of each . Stereotypes. 

Living Jewish a Prelude to Being Jewish 
The importance of ritual . The process of conversion . 

Study of Selected Features of Judaism 
Liturgy, pre-holiday workshops , inc. discussion of history and meaning, 
home rituals, etc . 

Celebration 
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Union of Arr1erican Hebrew Congregations · 

Dear Friends, 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

100 W[ST MONrlOE STREET. Cl11CAGO, ILUNOIS 60603 (3 12) ST 2- 14 77 

GREAT LAKES REG ION 
Rabb, Alan D. Bregman 

Director 

l.'or those of you wlto w~ n~ 1111<1JJJ u to be wi tl, u:; c.1s well 
as for those of you who gave so qenerously of your time and 
t houghts-- I would like to review whal we did al the first 
meeting of Chicago Reform Hesponse , September 23. 

Our basic procedure was to rev iew the materials in the 
enclosed (for those or you uH;1blv Lo ;1ltend) pc1cl<.aqe . Unfor-
tunately , the pages are not numbered, so I will refer to them 
by title . 

My original intention wa s Lo run the Forum on .[nte'.rmarriage 
at Spertus College in cooperc1 U on with i.1 wide r.:i.ng e of comrnuna 1 
organizations and with the support of all four movements of 
Judaism . This Forum would be a widely publiciz d community 
dia l ogue , and would be an experimental oooperative effort . The 
major programming work , however , would go into t:he Workshops on 
Interfai th Marriage , which would occur at several local congre
gations in cooperation with other Refor1n congregations in the 
vicinity . These materials are more fully developed , and t he 
suggestions for the moderntor c~1rrise the mnior portion of thjs 
packet of information . The Workshop would serve as a sprinyboi1rd 
for further outreach programs . These programs are described 
in the sheet titled: "CHICAGO l<EFORM RESPONSE -- Specific 
Programs Which Have Been Considered '' . One in pilrticular , the 
H. O.W . program , is more fully descri bed in a sample letter at 
the end of the packaye of informiltion . 

In the process of revie,._,j IllJ lhe materials, several suggc~_;-
tiont5 were made : 

1) the letter describing the formation of 
our group , Chicago Reform Response , should 
go out on its own letterhead, and we should 
include with it the list of programming 
goals and the names of committee members 

2) while the Forum on Intermarriage is fine as 
n trial effort , it will not speilk to the same 
need to share feelings as the Workshop ; there
fore , we should arrange for a Vlorkshop to 
take p l ace in the city as well as in outlying 
communities 
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3) tcrmino] O(JY ~~hould be rev icwcd and 
clarified . Rabbi David Weiss agreed to 
prepare u 11

() l oi;s:1 ry " of terms/words which 
we might bcyin lo use in an attempt to 
educ;:i te and se11si t ize ourselvc!:l and our 
community . 

4) we should add to committee functions 
(lisled on the d<Jen<..la) thul we wjJ.J. each 
serve as a resource to the committee and to the 
community 

In addition , we dlscusserl severa l issues , and while we were 
able to come to some conclusions , some of these issues will 
require further investi gation a nd discussion . The major focus 
of attention was the issue of "viewpoint " and/or "policy ", 
speci fically , should Chicayo ~eform Response actively include 
within itself all viewpoinls jn regard to the issue of 
rabbinic off i ciation at mixed marriage , or should we limit 
ourselves to ,the position taken by the CCAR? The committee 
members seemed to feel that in order for the committee to be 
effective , all viewpoints should be represented. 

Secondly, the thOllCJhL w.i~; expressed tl1c1t there i. S"·D grent 
deal of anger and confusion over the experiences people have 
hnd ns they have tried to f incl d rc1bbi to miJ.rry them . Several 
members felt that we should specifica l ly touch on the issue of 
rabbinic offication iJ.L mixed mun:-iuges in our workshops in 
order to ullow people to expr'ss their feelings und raise 
questions . 

It has been our experience that these questions and feelings 
are expressed spontaneously , and it would be the function of a 
moderator to respond sympathetically and honestly . My feeling 
is that there many other issues and concerns which need our 
attention in terms of specific proyramming . 

If you have thoughts you would like to express on any of 
these issues , please call or write me . What I would like each of 
you to do is to look over these materia l s carefully and respond 
to them in the next couple of weeks . I would like to direct your 
attention to two places in particular: 1) the 20/20 section 
(Ask the Rabbi) - -please note what you would like to hear in 
the answers to these questions ; 2) under 5 Corners , #3 , p l ease 
contribute whatever you can lo this . I had great difficulty 
with it because my own personal range of experience was too 
limited. 

Feel free to add a not e u.b 0 at some particulDr idea or 
thought you have in regard to progra~ning needs or goals . 
Finally , a reminder for those who were not present: these materials 
are tentative and incomplete. 1.-'lease wait to shu.re them until 
we finalize them and put them out as a committee. 
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The nex t meeting of Chicayo Reform Response will be 
on 'l'ue s duy , December 15 , al !l:00 p.m . We w.i1.J. mee t a t 
Beth Emet , 1224 Dempster , Evans ton . Please mark it on 
your calendar nO v✓ c111 d p l a n Lo <1 L l:ernl. We n ecd o. J. l of our 
members present in order to fu11ction effectively. At 
that time I would Jjke to a~;k c' ;i c !i pe r son to tell il little about 
him/herself and what they feel they might (or wou ld like to) 
contribute to the ·ommittee . 

Please s end me or call in your response to these 
materials as soon as possibJc :;o t li .::iL we can becJin to 
rewrite and introduce th~n. 

'J' li;;nk you ancl Shan a 'l'ova h, 

Leslie Simo!l 



Chicago Reforrn Response : Scplember 23 , 1SJ81 

Introduct i ons 

Chi cago Reform Response : What is it? What arc the functions of our task 
force? 

immedi ate i nput o n p r ogrilll\s which have been or are being created 

to c oordinate the expectations of the committee with the expecta
tions and programmi ng goals of the professionals 

other 

Review l etter from Con@i ttcc an<l vote on final fonn 

Review programmi ng goals 

Review decision,; 0bout progrrnmn i nq b, c;cd on cl i_:·;c;uss i on 

Review specific programming ideas . Fina 1 cct:i l'i ntJ z1 ftcr :;uqqcs l. ions o [ com
mi tt.ee are i n 

Respond to 20/20 

Are there others who should be mi the comnittec? 

What arc the i ssues or needs you consider Lo be of most importance and which 
we should cons i der as we develop proqru.mi;? 

Request t hat we cooperate as a comm:ittee uncl wai.t to publ:ic:ize and/or intro
duce programs until they are fully developed and can originate from the group 

Nex t mee t i ng : December 



, 

' 

September 23, 1981 

Dear Friends , 

Due t o some problems with my arm , I am unfortunately unable to drive 
in to be wi th you a t this first meeting of Chicago Reform Response. 

This is a major breakthrough into an area of vast importance for 
the future of the Jewish community . We have come together to 
respond to the realities of a new nnd very different Jewish community. 
My role as rabbinic co-chairperson is to aid Leslie in programs and to 
solicit oupport from my collcnguea in our future work. But more thnn 
this , I am just another Jew who needs to join with other Jews as we 
try to become more senaitive to lhe issueo of the mixed married, inter
married, and the ' 'Jew by Choice " . 

We have few answers and lots of questions. 1 look forward to joining 
you in this important task end to working clonely with Leslie Simon, 
who has been an important catalyst for thiu group. 

Rabbi Jot;cph Edclhei t 



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

Areas of Programmatic Concern , Goals 

To act as a resource to congregations as they plan their outreach programs. 

To conduct workshops and seminars in synagogues and in cooperation with other 

communal organizations . 

To gather and distribute information about all programs and materials available 

in the community . 

To coordinate existing programs , or to provide a network of information about 

them . 

To promote commun i ty dialogue on the many issues of intermarriage and conversion. 

'l'o provi de "crisis intervention" services and/or counseling for people who are 

at some significant point in the process of gerut and/ or intermarriage . 

To support the National Task Force on Reform Outreach when its programs coin

cide with our own programmi ng needs and goals . 

To develop materials in accord with our neeeds if none are already in existence. 

To provide speakers and materials to various groups as the need arises as part of 

our effort to develop community awareness. 

To provide needed services to intermarried fami lies and to Jews By Choice. 



CHICAGO REFORM RESPONSE 

Specific Programs Which Have Been Considered 

Standing Corrunittee or Task Force 
A group composed of about 20 people , no more than 5 of whom will be rabbis. 

Other members will be intermarried couples , people who have gone through 

the process of gerut, and "experts" in various fields. This group will meet 

periodically to evaluate programs in progress and to discuss new prograrruning 

possibilities . 

Forum on Intermarriage and the Jewish Future 
A program which in substance is very similar to one which was run success

fully two years ago at Temple Jeremiah in cooperation with the A.J.C . and 

the U. A. H. C. Purpose is to give accurate information and to create commun

ity dialogue . We will try to gain a wide base of community support for this 

program, involving as many groups and agencies as possible in sponsorship. 

Workshop on Interfaith Marri age 
A one or two afternoon congregational workshop being developed for £everal 

local congregations. Purpose is to generate community discussion and to 

serve as a springboard for further outreach activities. 

Counseling Service 
An on-going service to be available from our office. Rabbis, people who have 

gone through the process of gerut , and other consultants will be available 

for consultation with people contemplating gerut or intermarriage . We are 

still exploring how best to set this up. 

Havurot , Group "Get-Togethers" 
Support groups for people at various stages in the process of intermarriage 

and/or gerut . These groups may be study and discussion groups, they may 

share Jewi sh experiences, or both--- depending on needs of participant s . 

One model might be the havurah; one might be a program done in Rockford 

and described in Adult Jewish Studies. 

Group Sessions on Issues of Intermarriage 
Six weeks of group sessions on Issues of Intermarriage , modeled on Sandy Selt 

zer ' s program in Boston. Couples will come to this directly following the 

Introduction to Judaism Course at Spertus and will be encouraged to explore 

with qualified counselors some of the issues of and their feelings about inter

marriage . 



H.O.W. Groups 
See sample letter included at end . 

Share-a Shabbat 
A program which can be developed within synagogues to reach out to various 
people including intermarrieds and gerim; or it may be developed independently 
to reach out to those families who are unaffiliated. 

Programs Which Benefit Children of Interrnarrieds 
This is an idea we need to explore. Some rabbis fee l that these children 
have a poor sense of Jewish identity. Yet how can we create programs just 
for them and single them out? Nonetheless, we need to give some attention to 
tactful ways of engendering and supporting a sense of Jewish identity. 

workshop For High School Students 
Might be modeled on congregational workshops with special materials developed 
for this age group. Keeping Posted has two excellent, relevant issues. We 
are currently looking for others. 

Conversion Courses 
Already available at Spertus College. Our committee might wish to participate 
in an evaluation of the course. 

Speakers Bureau 
A file of speakers who may be available to speak on a variety of topics related 
to intermarriage and conversion . Purpose is to serve as a reference for com
munity groups and synagogues as they plan programs and to more actively aid in 
the development of public awareness. 

Survey of Synagogues (and Communal Institutions) 
A short survey to determine what specific programming if any has been insti
tuted for Intermarried families and Jews By Choice. Should also include ques
tions about policies relating to membership and ritual participation of non
Jewish member of intermarried family. Purpose is to help our office create 
a unified, consistent program which will meet the needs of participants. 

Library of Material 
A collection of articles, pamphlets, clippings and books related to the subjects 
of intermarriage or conversion, housed at the U.A.H.C. Might ultimately select 
one congregation in each geographical area fo the city to have a duplicate col
lection. 



Column in Sentinel 
A regular column of information and reflections. Might expand into a newsc 
letter for Jews By Choice and intermarrieds - similar to the one put out 
by Rabbi Richard. His address is in Philadelphia . 

Ca ble TV Programs 
A series of four presentations on the subject of intermarriage. Will prob
ably consist of short dramatic presentations fo llowed by discussion . Goal 
is to portray the human drama behind the statistics. 

Other 
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mi.Ltce) 

(cc.1n111u1 1.-iJ , p!i'jC!iolcqical, u•-
1 ul \r.M . (/11111·1 ;<:,in Je,1.i:;l1 : :on1-

SESSION IL 'l'lte i'cup!L: leliim1 'l'IH: St.c,Li.:;Lj\.';. 'l'l1<.: :;cc:Lion •.vi.11 ik l,;:wL:d 011 ,1 panel pces<:!ntc1tion . !·c>.nc] wil} i11cLud,· i11l,·t11,:111.i,·d coup'\0.•· , t,.Jr:l·11l.!; who.;,-chiJ.dren have int.enn,-1r1·i.cd , and divorc,.•rl · ,;inqlc l''lrc:nt:s ('.vho \,err· pr.cviousJy interrnarri,cJ). f-lodr·r.c1tor will cncour,1qe p,11 t ir i11,111L:; to joi11 i11 ,1i:;cu~;,;:io11. (Joint effort of se·✓• ·r·a I g roupi.,) 

SESSIOfl 1T I: 
sentilt.ion. 'i'he JJ,mcl \vill be l·urnpn:;L•d of !-,t!,bi:; 1-:llu -.-,il} (•xpl;::in Litl· :Jt.:!wi!;h unciE::rsta1di.n9 of tn<.lJ.1'.ia.gc :incl weddj11<J:;, ,c,i1cl l!c• ,lc".vi.:.,h re: ;po11J.r, t·r, i.11l(.!nn,11ri.il.gc . Perhaps they will l::-:plaiu !.;onw <';[ tl.l: hi!;Lori,:,1I i1Jt.t-,ce<c1'nls ol t·llit; rc.;.';rc,nse to inL1..!rillu.LJ'.i.a,;_;c ;:llld ll1c is!.;uc,i; oi i.11tr'1111.n1.i 1q,:. t-i,•d•·1·.i1or 1,.i.J.J e11c,iur· ,iCJC the- p,11--ticipun··r; to cx1Jorc t.h(..! is'.-;uc~; 1,iti1 tlh:lll . (,'lii,:,,J,> lhJ<rd of: H.1lihi.:;'c) 

~1.::ss1u1~ rv: 'J'llc Communal R •spO11!;0. 
what Ll1c ,Je •.-;j ,3h cor.i.inu11.i Ly h,.-,~; <1 Jill' ur miqi1l •lu • 11 1·,:::;ponz;c t:o t· 1<' i ncr:ca:; i ncj 1.atc of intcnncJ.l'Li.:1,JL! . Defor e lc:1vi.11c_;, 1,<11·ti.cip<111l:; ~,.i.11 be ;_t 0.;!·.ed Lo re~_;pL,n-i to a ~-;ho.cl: quc~;tionnair,., th!J puq,osc: of 1-1l:i.ci1 w.i 1.1 lie t o !;11rvey ;_.,1·oqr·c1nu11inq 11-2ed::; ,lllt1 int·.c.:rcsts . (U .. ll . C:. - ::;,rndy Sclt;,.,,i.-) 



This workshop would be des°ilJned in such c1 ~-1,t} J'.; lo acco111plish seve ral purposes . 
Tt1e 111ajor ones arc : 

1) To bring together J conHnun_ity ur p1~uplv to c;v c.1 ludte lht; is sues, 
dilemmas, options, c1r1d respon',ibililic~<; of tile inlc r· faith 11Iar 
r ia ge . 

2) To iden tify 1•1itl1oul singli ng tt1c!111 out. coup les v1ho 1I1Jy be intc1· 
ested in furtl11.;r progr011;11:·i ng dl'Vt.:ltJJlC'cl in response to their
specia l needs . 

3) To help Jev1s who dl'C intermilrrie:L! 1.;xp'lor e Lhe root'; of the Jevrisi1 
res po 11 s L! tu i 11 L c n II ct 1 ri a g 1 • • 

iJ.) To he l p no11-Jt~w; wl1u I.ave i11LL: 1·111.i1 1·i1•d 0 1" v1ho pld11 co i11tern1.:t1Ty 
understand so111t~ of tile ·i~sues ,incl I·t";l'on~;c1 s rhr·y ttl'l! encL;unteri119 . 

5) To dispel illyth s c1bout inlen11cnTiL1,J,' •.til( I tu proviiJL' CiH!did · iHl d 
accui·ate infonni.lti un fr-0111 I·occrIt ,l.t1d1P'.; ( i.('. U:t· l9/c! ~;Ludy 
of the {\ . J . C. , the liuborn1c111 SL1:dy, c-:ll . ). 

It shoul d tlerefore be publ·i ci,cJ 110'.. tti; "\·/t.ll'k'.;lwp F,w \nLcn11c1rr·i ecl c:uup les, 
but rather JS a v✓0r·k s l1 uµ !01- l1 1u:,t: 111 1,1 li..1'/l: l.1l:l·11 touched i11 ~;o:11c; ,'iily IJy ·i1,te r•-
marriage or viho are in ten::sled i11 the sub_j•:ct. "irlL: goal is tc ci--etite c.:01:rnun -
"ity awareness; the 111ethoJ is to p t· c:,;t:11L the sutJ jc'ct of intcrfoit h n1iJlTia0e 
from as many persµect i ves us poss ibl e t111d l.o cncou I·ugc1 I1eop·Ic to cxp1·ess the i r 
ovm thoughts t1nd feelin~s. In c ludt:d 1·1ith Lhi•,. uutl in e ·j -::; ;1 Sil lllJ;lc publicity 
letter 1-1h i ch 111ay lje used in part 01· cu111pii:Le - - or jusL dS c.i rC!so urce . 



SMiPI .L LUTEH 

Dear Congregant; 

In 197G l11c /\111eri cd 11 Jc1-1ish Lo1 ,111iL te:~ <li1·1·ll.t·<l 11 11dliu11L1i <,;Luuy 011 l11LcT111d r
riage and in co11r: l 1,s ion urg(~cl "fo1·111.1 I .ind i 11 I orn1t1 I pnHJ l'i1111•, uf uu L1·12t1C:h to 
tile i!ltern0.rried by co111111u11t1 I or~Jt111i:~al.1u11•; dl ld U1c J() \·1 i '...11 co111111u niLy d'... a 
v:hole . " In the s<.111 1e yc-11· Rc1b l) i /\IPxan<k·r \t' l1i11dk1· i1 1 his p1 ·cs iclential ad
dress to LIie 13ozi1·d of Trustee:'., 01· U11: ll./,.1!.C urqt!d 111ure <_;ew:itive dnd 
effective rrourJ111s of outre ,1cl1 t.o lt 11·1:, II•/ f'l\1l1,. t~ ;111cJ 111i>.1• 1! 111<11-ricd rnuplP·:. 

11 I 11 re spon~;e" lo th~se "uqtJt)', l in11s, Cl, i< .1qu !<1! fon11 l~c",,"J11•:t: lt,1'.; <.'i'!~,1 lt:d ;1 
Workshop 011 lnte1111c.1 1T ·i c1uc c1s pili'l 01 1L::.. uuL1t:.1rl1 p1·0SJr<11i1 Lu i11let1.iu1Ti(·u 
ft1111ilics. Tile i11tcntion or thi<.; 1-mrk'iiup i-, l11 -;Li111ul,1l.1· c1,1::1111 111i t_y diiJ
'loguc on the co:11plex i ssw:s ';un·uu1H.li11u i 11lt·1·111,ll·1 i,ISJL' . l l. is· 0ur hup1l Lh,.1t 
by c11cour<19ing COIIIIIIUflily ,H~dl't' lll ",~, \•I('. \\ii I l'll\:(Jl.l\\llJl'. CO!lll!IIHlity pdr-li c i p:1-
tion in devefoping i:l viable ,111J c 1·l:c1Liv,:, li 11t 11(".;1•,·LIH.:ic",', ,ll· 1.1i sh, n:<.;p<Jn';c: 
to i11tern1arria gc. 

\·Jc hope that you Loo vii l l S£~t.: tile 1ie1•d 
il f le r n O O n o f ( d a LC ) il t 
At th i s time vie 11il I pr-e se 11t the f ir:::L 
Jntermi:lrria~JC . The scco11cl scs•; i on v,il I 
Belo1v is Jn outline of t111.: di'.,cuss·io11·; . 

SESSION l: 

L\I "!·c-:pu1 1d" (11,d J(Jil! 1·riLh u.; iJrJ L!1e 
( t. iri: ,.) . l L Jplj_s-_U -· ______ , 

,l:~Ji!i 1 'rl L of t ~1·10 ·Jrnrt \·Jorb:hop 011 
t ,d,1· p i2Ct' Oil 

\·JJ_~L.i~ ~-~o r-k '> ho_r~ __ _(?_!_l _ _l __ n_~~ r_f~t_i _~ I) ~lei 1·]· i, 11_1 t • :· 
A re vie1·1 of i·ecent stud il' s u11d i11fun11,1Lio r1 JlH,uL i11ter ·-
r11J. rriJ yc . Di sc uss·ion uf' SOl!l\' diffi\ul I iC''; 111 1 r1•.i1 i1itJ 
public a1:are11ess . 

t\sk t.h (: f(Jbbi -
/\ reviev, of t1·,1elHio11 (tl ,Jc!1·1i •;i1 iti\'.i'> ,tl;out. v,c,cJdi11q•, 
and 11 1Jrr'i dSJtl. Con Le111pora 1·y u ii e1111.d'.; ct11d tJUt~'.; Li 011•, . 

Five Corn e r·:, 
Five pofe-r1t:Cal "situations" ttlld v,h~t ti,e decisions ul 
arguments miqht lw i 11 L.:JCrl Ci\ sc . 

SESSIO!! 11 : 
lnte-nnarried CuLplt~s 
/\ pdnel d·iscussinr1- \Jitll couples 1·1110 cir·c ·.-1i l'lirnJ tu 
~l 1are tiKfr c•x11t:riPnc1:s 11,d i11.:iqi1t",. 

Chi.ld ten of ,tn lntet'fa·ill; M,11Tii1 1J: 
A-!'l~V~i-l~;,·-·or ,·r1Tun11~i--tio-,i fru111 i·et:i:11L •,l11dics. Ui su,::,::.,;(.Jll 
of SOIi!(; of liH? di l rlliild', i11 tllic, ,II'(.,. j).,l'lli'lfl": il p,i1:1:! 

oi l)·igh scl,oul ,1~_1c t.liildn.:r; 01 111l• •1·n1.i:·1 i,10e . 

Commun a 1 Re:.:punse 
vlha t .:1re so:1(~· of' L11c: pru'.Jt'<•i!!1°1i111;, fiu1 t·. \•liii,.i, i,.1vv 
been in stitut.,~d? 1·/i1c1t cart y1:L lit· du11,~? \·!11c.1L I drtic-
ular prnqr,:,1!'.) 1;1iql1t lJ~ l•vn<:f"it i,11 i,1 _'/our •,y1i,11_JUlJt1C' 

01· arec1 7 



SESSION l : \.JHY A \·/Ol~KSI IOIJ UN 11~ If: l{H\lTII M/\li!U/\GE? 

Outline of materials fro111 AJC Study of ILJ/U 
Hubernwn S Ludy 
0 tiler ? 

Need for infon11at ·ion - accurale, c.:indicJ, rn111plcte 

If a couple plans to inlcn11c1rry, lo 1·1 l1(1n1 do ttcy ~pr. c1k? 

Is this a good source of infon11alio11'! 1.-/hut 111ig11t be pr-otJ!e1ns? 

Is ful 1 information aclual ly avai IJl;lc? 

Do v-,e in any way contrad·ict halocli.:i h by qiving out ru·11 information? 
Do v-1e need to be concerned .:ibout tlii'.;? 

1 s ref us a l to g i v e o u t i rt fo rn 1J ti on or t1 .._, ~: i'.; La II c \' t111 e f r,: c t i v e cl c t c r re n t 
to intennarriagc? 

Do v-,e have ctn obligaLion to the r1011-,lc·1-1isll pMtnr.r in u rclntion,;hif)? 
lf so , whaU 

Do .,..,e have un obli9ution to tile! Jewish parlner in a rclat·io11sl1·ip? 
If so, v-111 at? 

ISSUES: Comniunal/Peoplehood 

vii tll a more di verse com111un ·i ty, can vie count on the s:111H,! k i 11cls of re
actions , support for our causes JS in tlie pilst'? 

Can we rely on parents to pass on Jcv,isl, tradition as we hilve in the 
past? 

Is the nature of "being Je1-1ish" the scinll~ JS it 1-ias 100 _years a~~o? 
Shaul d it be? 

Wl1at can the co1m1unity exµccl fro1n ·i11ten11c1 rried fa111ilic:s? 

Wh at should inte1,111arr ·ieJ fa111ilies cxp0ct rroni the co111111unil:y? 

ISSUES : Family/ Psychologica l 

When and l10v, is a deciso11 to be nwd,~ ctboul the religious .:incl culturJI 
identity of the fa111ily? 

H01<1 mi ght these c!ccis·io11s af"fecL ll1l: relat i unsil ip 1-rith extended fc1111-
ilies? 

llov1 m·ight these decision~, ,rnd ,·el,1Liu11:;l1ip:; afl'et L Llic chilJn~n 111 the 
family? 



Hovi docs divorce co111p·licalc ,ind/ or uller the picture (psychologi-
cally , "legally'' See A.J . C. Study and SJnJy Se:ltzer paper . ) 

ISSUES : Religious/ ha !ach·ic 

Can we and shou ld we take into account the de111ands of halachah in 
regard to this problc111'? 

Ji.ccording to traditional Judais111, U1en: i s nm,; u ·Iurqe group of 
people •..ihosc Jewish ide11tity is doubtful. Do vie need to concern 
ourselves 1~ith this? l{eview llcJluchah. l{c~vic:,, f{abbi Schindler's 
proposa·ls . Mention exalllples of problems. 

In this respect do 1,1e need to be c011cerncd 1-,ith conversion proce
dures . Reference to argume nt over La1,1 of" l<durn. Read clipp·ing s . 

l•lhy ·is there such concern over convcrs io11 procedures? 

ISSUES: Societal/Philosophical 

Is Judaism an organic un i ty? If so, cc1n it re:111ain such? 

If vie ure not ctn or9anic entity , ho1•1 arc ,,.,c othcnvi..,e d·istinguishcd 
fro111 the society at li:ll'\Jl:? 

Do \'le wish to be differentiated from society at ·1argc? 
If so , hQl.v can we most effectively acc:0111p li sh tl1is? 

Is conversion possible? 

/\re \'Ir-: now, or hc1vc 1•1c e: 11er been open to a 11 "comers 11 ? 

Sl1ou ld vie have slrict/cu.rdul definitions of Jewishness? 
Sho u·Ic1 vie have! strict/univc r st1l conversion procr.durcs? 
Ur sho uld 1t1c be I11ore flexible'? 

Shou ld 1-Je in fact be concerned l'litli int.t~i·rnt1rriage or should v,e just 
be concerned ,-Jil)1 e1,sur·i11(J Uw continued existence of the Je1t1ish "v1 ay""? 

Shou ld v1r be interested in presentin~J ,luclili~-;111 c1s a valid altcrnJtivc 
to the unchurched':' (See f<abbi Schinclle:r' s address . ) 

Co11c·Iusion: I ssues rungc from the pruc:Lical lo the philosnphicc1l and lead us 
to explore the very 111canitlsi of being Jewish . To recapitulate 1•1e need to 
l) create public ,n·1c.1re11ess of i ssues , 2) give thought to the 111et1ning of 
being Jc1,11ish and thr. nature of it, 3) t·e spond to changes in the ,lev1i sh com
mun"ity, and 4) find 1t1ays to offer ii 111eaninutul sense of Je,,.,ish identil_y 
to an t/ios e v1ho 1-rish it. 



SESSION I: ASK THE RABBI 

Below are some of the questions that are most likely to need clarification 
in regard to intermarriage and conversion . Please feel free to use them as 
a guide or to add to them. 

20/20 - INrI'ERMARRIAGE : TWEN'I''l QUES'l'lONS AND 'l'WENTY ANSWERS 

Wedding and Marriage 

What is the difference between a wedding and a m~rriage? 

What is a Jewish wedding? What are its components? 

Are rabbis required at Jewish weddings? 

What are the implications of the vow : K-dat Moshe V'Israel"? 

What is an "intermarriage"? A "mixed marriaye"? A "conversionary" marriage? 

What are the origins of Judaism ' s opposition to intermarriage? 

What are the wedding options when there is no gerut? 

If we choose not to have a Jewish wedding, will our marriage be recognized? 

Gerut ("Conversion") 

What is gerut? What are its requirements/components? 

Are there other options in regard to ~rut? 

Are all gerut procedures equally acceptable? 

If a person wishe s to go through gerut , should it be done before or after the 
wedding? 

Can a person study without making a commitment? 

Where can one get more information about gerut and further guidance? 

Children 

Will decisions about gerut affect the children of a mixed marriage in any way? 



Who decides the ide11tily of Llw cll j _lcl rcn J 1u111 <-1 111jxlc'd m.-:i.rri<L(JC "? 

Should one consider raising childrcll in bo th LruJitious and .-:i.llowing them to 

mak e the decisioll ? 

l!ow s lull a person nwke .-:i. dcci~o11 c1J;oul Ll1l' idl'11L.ily of ciiilclre11"! 

Extended 1-'am.i.ly 

!low will these decisions affect extended tilrnil '/ rc l atior1ships·? 

When to Make Decision s 

When should a person thj nk about these j ::;~,lie~; ·> Sh ould one necessarily th ink 

about them before m rri.:ge? 



SESSlON I : F'JVE COI{NJ·:1-'.S 

Five potential "situations" .:tlld whc.1L the decii;io11s or arc_Jlunents might be in 
each case . Particip.:rnts will divide inlo rive qroup~, or committees and will 
develop a skit or a list of arguments ro sLctlements rcyardiny thej_r situation . 
After 10 - 15 minutes , each committee will shetr.C! their skits or conclusions 
with the whole group . 'l'he exercise may oe rq,catcd giving different s itu
at i ons to different groups so as to provide an oppo1 tunity to expand the re
sponse range on each situation and also to c1pproach Lhe problem from a dif
ferent perspective . Following are the siluations. /\lso included is a list 
of suggestions or arguments which the moderator can put forth if they are 
not otherwise brought out . 

:; 
1) You a r e a Jewish son or dauyhtcr who pl.ans to intermarry and has to sup- ;;:;, ✓ • 

port his/her decision with parents . c/J ~ 

Attitudes wit h which you mi(Jht - pproc1cl1 Jiscussion: belligerent , 
hesitant , confident. 

Arguments you might put forth: 

but I love him/her 

don't you want me to be happy? 

it just happened 

we can stil l have a Jewish home 

why should his/her religion have c.1ny effect on 1nine? 

our children can gro1v up with both anJ choose 

vie ,.,ant our children to be yood hurn<ln beings 

what difference does it make? 

why should I sacrifice my personal happiness for the good of 
Judaism? 

other 

Atti tudes with \vhich you mi<Jht be mel: .::iccepting , .:.ingry and not -c1cccptinc3 , 
non-accepting but sensitive to problem . 



2 ) You are a Jewish pu.rent whose son or daughter plu.ns to'intermarry and 
has just tol d you . How do you respond? \-Jhat arguments do you offer? 

Attit udes : accepting , anyry and 11on-,1ccepli 11 y , non-accepting but 
se ns i tive to the problem . 

Arg ume n ts : 

l ove is riot the mo!.il i111porLL1nl Ll 1i11,J 

l o ve nw.y not survive the probll'lll!.i you will exper j ence 

your marriaye will be le~;s J ikely lo Last 

your JudL1ism wi ll be lo.ken [ro m you/you will be led awo.y [rom it 

my grandchildren won ' t ue Jewi..sll 

her/his ium.i.ly won ' l --tcCel_Jl yuu 

how can you do this to us 

what will you do when she culls you ..i "kike " ? 

you have a responsibilily to the Jewish peoplt.: 

I ' l l/We ' ll be embarrassed 

Sh e/He wi ll try to convert you 

You ' l l mee t someone else - you ' ll yet over it . 

Attitudes with which you might be met : belligerent, a ngry , under 
standing but non - uccepti n t,,J , c1cccpli11t,,J 

3) You are non- Jewish parents whose son or J .. rnghtcr plans to intermarry and 
has just told you. !low do you respond? 

Atti tudes: acceptance , non - acceptance with anger , non - acceptance 
with unders t anding . 

Possible arguments , statements : 

Wonderful ! He is a good provider ! l\ good family man ! 

Do you understand what some of the rroblems might be? 

They ' re different. 

How can you think ubout not havin ,3 .i Cl1ristian home? 



How can you be Jewish? 

Fine. 

4 ) You are a person try.i.ny Lo f.i.nd <1 r.:tblJi wl10 1-1il] peclunn a mixed 111c.1criage . 
What are you experiencing'? llow do you respond? 

Possible responses : No with no explanation . No wi.th offer to pro
vide counse ling and inionnat.i.un. Ye:; w.i.Lli cer a.in sLipulations . 
Yes with no stipulations . 

You fee l: confusion , anger, alienaLion (from your own communily), 
understanding , accept.:t11ce of Je1,isl1 rL•~;[ionf;t~ wiLh dccis.i.011 to pursue 
your own course , acceptance of JewjslJ response with decision to change 
plans . 

You may say : 

But my family and 1 h.:ive been ...icLive in th.is congreyation ior years . 

Why do we have to be so narrow? 

My f i ance has agreed to raise our clli.Ldren as ,J ews . 
to say no one will marry us! 

I'rn'embarrassed 

I don ' t want any par of a reljyion that can ' t .::iccept 111e c1s I aJn ! 

Why should 1 be responsible ror t l!,! c-0111111uniLy·,, 

I thought you were our fr:i c11d ! Ll1 o uqhl you w,>uld L11 1Jer~; d11<1 ! 

Dut Reform Judc1ism doesn ' L accc1; h,iJ ,1clia l! aJ,y1vay ! 

We ' ll leave tl~ congregation ! 

If you won ' t , someone e l se will '. 

I want to be Jewish ! Why are you pushing me uway? 

5) You are a rabbi being approached to perform a mixed marriage . A young per
son in the compauy (.:ind presumably with Ute suJ?port) of liis parents has 
asked you to do this . What are you experiencing? 

Hc~ignation - that this is h...ippe11in9 z1yai~. 

Sadness - because of your awareness of how this i s adding to the decline 
of Jewish life 

Anger - thot another young person has f...ii led t o understand his obliga
ion and that his parents ~1Jso arc involved in this foilurc . 

l\nrJer - becc1use you feel Lh,1t: yuu <11 l.! IJL'j 11y 1na11iJ.>11L1 Led or pn..:!:.ii;ured 
to do something . 



Ambivilance - because you would like to help but feel unable to do so . 

Challenged - because you have an opportunity to create understanding for 

Jewi sh life and thought . 

Wishful - bec.:tuse you wish the whole problem would disappear - perm

.:tnently '. 

Defensive - because you know you wi lJ I.Jc c..i lled upon to justify your 

viewpoints and feelings - agc,in . 

Happy or at least neulral if your decision is to officiate at mixed 

marriages . 



SESSION TI : INTEHMI\HH J l·'.U CUUPLES 

A panel discussion with couples who arc, wiJ l i ll<J Lo ,;hare the i r exJJeriences and 
insights . Shoul d include marriuges i1 which 11u11-.Jc1,-1i.sh JXlr tner has gone through 
gerut as well as marriages in which thi s has 11ol: occu.rrecl . Might expand the 
range of discussio n by incluclin<.J pdrC:nL,; o!" vl1i ld1 e:n 1vho l1c1ve intt;rmarricd ancl/ 
o r single adults who went through gerut in c1ssoc i <1tion \vi l:ll an intermarriage . 
f•'ollowi1 g ure questions/issues \vhich f;houlcl I>• t ouch<ad upon with ..i pc1nel of inter
marrieds : 

Did you go through yeru~ or 11ot'? 

Was it in association 1vil11 mc1rrj,1q(• ur rur i11Jepc11dc11l ce.:1su11!;':' 

Do you feel comfortabl~ 1,1i ll1 yoUJ dc:l: i sion ·? 

Has the J ewish community been he.Lpftll ,t s you proqrcssecl tl1rouqli your 
decisions rela ting t o marriage c1nd/01 co11versio11? 

!lave you experienced any particulc1r prublems in Lllis process·? 

What could ideally have been done Lo lieli:i your e1 trance into/ 
associatio n with the corrununity'? 

~vhat was the response or your family ,\11(1 [rjcnds to your deci.sjon(s)? 

Do you feel, looking back , looki n <.J lhwk Lh,lt you yourself would 
have handled anything differently? 

What decision have you made regarding the re l igious/cultural iden
tity of your home , in pc1rticular d~i i L c1 l'fects clii.Lclre11"? 

!!ow have you worked out relc1liom;J1i pi; with exlenclecl rainil ies where 
your children and r eligiou s occasior s are invol vecl? 

Do you h ave any s ugyestions for th12 ,Jewish commun i.ty , f'or other 
couples , etc . based on your experienc "? 

!!ow did you m.:ik e il decj '...iion ,1bouL weckling urra11yc1ne 11L s'? \vl10 su1,
p lied you with information and how~ Do you feel th,t you hacl ad 
equate in formation and understanding·? 

Might talk about geruL-procedures , prepc.11:a tion , time afterwar d , 
feelings now . 



Additional questions for 1.i.1r·ent~; ot i11Leim,1rrieJs 

How did you n::~,pond to thti 11e1•JS l h,tl your· i.;on ur c!<.Jtl<Jhler pl<11t11cd to 
intermarC"y? 

How was the informalio11 conveyed Lu yc,u·,, 

Did you know 1-.•hJL 1. e:.;0u1-ce~; vlL'n· .,v.i il ,dJLl, Lo you j11 t, :r ll1i, or working 
out thi s i, i l ua i.011 ·,, 

Did you fL!L:l th,t L yCJur " child" u1.l1•1 :, \ •Hid yuw I ,.'l'I i11,1i:·,, yottr poi 1il: 
of vie1v'? 

Do you feL,1 that: it js .1pp1·01ll i,1t,! lo ,·:-:1,r,•:;:; yc1 u1 1·L·,,l i mF; cle~u.ly 
in r egard to conversion or :;u11- u1· d,n1qhl1cr-ill·- L.tw ·,, 

Ts th re ,u1ythi11<.:J yuu1: :;011 01· dctuqhlt..!t tni,Jltl lictv,• don,: tu 111:1K<:: t lie 
process o[ reachi.n<J :u un1l'rstl111di11<J •·.i:;i,ir? 

l s there ,:mything the communi.Ly ::1i,jl1t· lt .. vc: dmw which you would hc1ve 
fe l t t o be supportive? 

Looking back , i s there nnythinq you wuuJJ ha v e c·hanged? Do you ha ve 
any suggestions for li1,, c:ommw1ily , lu: ..::uup.Les , for p<.1rentc,;·,, 

Questions for divorced Ger 

What were the circumst.1nccs o i youc y<e1·11L':' 

Were you c!nd are you now hdµpy wi h t:l1.:iL c!t'cision? 

Do you ahve c hildren? I£ so, wh;1t i den Li. Ly hc1vc you cltose 11 [or tltcrn? 

Did or wi.11 yoU1: d 1.:it1<.JC! 111 rn.1ril:,1I :; ,1 lui. h~tvc~ ,.tny c~i"t(:CL on this de 
cision·? 

Has the community bec11 heJpfu l in any 1--1ily as you have yonc through the 
process of rnarriagc , qcrul and cli v,)t·ce·., Wli,1t mi c3 ht: the: co riun1111:i ty have 
done to be more suµpocli ve·? 



SESSION 1 I : COMMUN,\ I. Ill :'.,l'OlsJSI•: ---------- --------··--- -

'l'his prescnt;:itio1 js meu11l Lu ~;t.nve ct!_; .i11 i1111•t.:Lu:..; lur oul.1t·c1cl1 p1·uqrc1rruniriy within 
the congregation . Facilitator should ,tli <'ddy lldve cont:1cU; i.11 t:he con(_Jrcgiltjon 
who would be wilLi.1HJ Lo Cil.t:Ty ouL pt1HJt·.1111!,. l·'dcili <1lor <111d con,J!'l!tJO.L i o n iJL ury·-
anizer i n cooperation wiLh the r,.1b!Ji. rniylll dj !,CU!-;s ,1ilec1<l o[ Li111e whilt kinds of 
pro(_Jranunin y are best s ui Led l<) L 111~ con<11·l''J.t l i <,1 1; t.lierc; !;llCJu Id lJL.• d c;CJflllll i tmenl 
to the ideil of follow-uJ? proqri.tlllS d,; c1 pn·-1 t"JUi!;i t:0 to l1ost i11y ...t Workshop. Syn
a(Joyue OT(J.:ln .i.zer should 111.JkL! L11i::.; JJ1l!~;e11L.tl iu11 ,111d '.;liuuld ...1~;k Lk1L pi.1rt:ic:ipc1nts 
complete c1 cruest i.onna . .i.re .:is pi.11 L of it.. 

lssues to discuss : \-JhaL du i.11L0rrnc11-r.ied cuupJtJ~; <11Hl/or lt1m.i.li.cs or cxLended 
fami lies expect from tile r.:ibbi·,, l-'ro111 tl1t.: ,·c>1111nu11i ty':' /\1 l' lliesc •x 1,ec t<.1tior1s 
different'? 

Should the community devclo1J ~;pcci.f jc; procp·,1111:;·? 

How can ,1e best contact .i.n term~1 rr i ed L;1mi lie:;·,, 

Mention specif ice programmign idec s , Pru<:31·_,ms curren t1 y Leinq considered and 
developed by Chicago Refonn Respo n se .:ire .i.nc I udc•d c1i, su<J<JC~;U 011s . 



.. ,. 

SAMPLE LE'l'J:'EH 

Dear Friend : 

Have you ever fel t t hat you missed out 011 ~;orncll 1in g in your Jewish 

ed uca tion? Are you uncertain about HOW to celebrate th holiday or Slwbbat--

or even why y o u might wnat to celebrate il ut all? Do you have yuestions 

which you are too embarrassed to ask bec,.rnse you feel that you should lrnow 

the answer? Have you ever wished t h i:.lt you coulu sit in on your chi l d ' s 

f irst grade class in religious school but felt that you might appear to be 

out of place , and anyway , the desks were too small? Are you confused about 

your relationship to Jews and Judaism? 

Then you should know about H . 0 . W. - ~elp J_s On the ~ay '. \,iie will meet to-

gether for the first time on at --------·------------------

At that time , we wifl decide as 

a group on the t ime and frequency of future meetings . The emphasis of our 

group will be on WHY and l!OW - why do Jews do certain thinys , and how do we 

do them . Our format will vary according to the needs and decisions of the 

group; however , we will have materials and suggestions avai l able t o us 1,1hich 

will include the following : 

Sharing of feelings and concerns 
"Light " study sessions with much disc ussion 
Pre -holiday workshops 
Shared celebration of selected holidays . 

The rabbi will be available to us as will a facj litator from the U . A . I-L C ., and 

other c ommunity resources . 

We welcome those who have always been Jewish , those who have long been 

J ewish , those who are newly Jewish, and those who have not yet made a forn1al 

corrmi tment to Judaism . Come share and <::Jrow with us ! 

Sincerely 

The Adult Education Committee 
Te1119Je __________ _ 



• 

'l'he f irst meeting of !J.O.W. will b e at 'i'cmpk ___________ _ 

Hoom on '!'he topjc o[ disc ussion dt this ------------
meeting will be " How Do I Feel l\boul Jud<1i •; 111 <.1 nd/ur !3<.;ill<J Je•11i:;l1? " If you would 

like to stimulate your thought process be Jo i L:! thi:3 first scs~;i.011, please call 

the Temple office or stop by, ;:rnd we will be sun.! th.:i t you rl:!Cei ve a small 

assortment of reading se lectio ns . Briny c1 c<1Jcrnla1· so that we c.::in discu[;s fur-

thur meeting dates . 

Suggestion : 

After tile f irst ye.:i.r , the initial cL1ss b~icomes 11. 0 .1✓ . Llct , d!ld u new cJ.ass 

should be started , named H.O . \v. Aleph - and so on , unlil the old HOW groups 

become havurot or leaders of the new HOh1 yroups . 



, . 

Ms. Janet D. Liliemark 
14 Oak Grove Street #206 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55403 

Dear, Ms. Liliemark: 

December 3, 1980 

Many thanks for your letter of November 29. I recall our 
previous correspondence and am delighted to know that you 
are moving forward with your study of Judaism and the 
Jewish people. 

Rabbi Shapiro is a dear friend and colleague and I am de
lighted that he has been so helpful to you. As a matter 
of fact, he is the co-chairma~ of our Task Force on Reform 
Jewish Outreach and very involved in this important program. 

With gratitude and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



14 Oak Grove St., #206 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
November 29, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8J8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

A little over a year ago, I wrote to you about my interest and 
desire to learn more about Judaism. I appreciated your kind 
response and encouragement that I seek out others who might 
assist me. 

I did write to Rabbi Hachen of the Northeast Lakes Council and 
he was very nelpful. In August, however, I relocated from Michigan 
to live and work here in Minneapolis. I have been regularly 
attending Temple Israel, with Rabbi Max Shapiro. Perhaps you 
know him. He is a very warm and generous person, and he encouraged 
my desire to become more active in the Temple. He suggested some 
classes and lectures for me to attend there and also through the 
University of Minnesota's extension program. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the Temple and am very much looking forward to learning 
more and becoming a part of this fine congregation. 

Thanks again for all your help and advice. I certainly appreciate 
it. 

Sincerely, 

Janet D. Liliemark ::.. 



. , 

Ms. Miriam Cameron 
1770 Bryant Avenue So .• #109 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 

Dear Ms. Cameron: 

June 10, 1980 

Your letter of June 5 has just reached our office. I am taking 
the liberty of responding inasmuch as Rabbi Schindler left the 
country last night for extended travel overseas. He is not due 
to return to the office until late June. 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer directs the work of our Task Force on 
Refonn Jewish Outreach, I am therefore sharing with him the copy 
of your book and the 1nfonnat1onal data you were kind enough to 
share. I am certain they will be of interest to him. 

41th every good wish and kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

1770 Bryant Avenue South 
# 109 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 
June 5, 1980 

President of Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

In the process of writing the enclosed book, I 

came to the conclusion that Jesus was a Jew who taught 

Judaism, not Christianity. He was a Reform Jew. The more 

I studied Judaism, the more I preferred it to Christianityo 

After a great deal of thought, I converted to Judaism in 

July, 1977, and joined Mto Zion Hebrew Congregation in 
Sto Paul, Minnesotao I've been an active member there ever 

since. 

Because of your interest in converts and telling 

non-Jews about Judaism, I thought you might like to see 

Hello, I'm God and I'm Here to Help You. To me, it 
describes the spiritual essence of liberal Judaism. It 

might be helpful to converts and people who are thinking 

of converting. 

Hello, I'm God and I'm Here to Help You will be 

in bookstores all over the country by the middle of June. 

I will be appearing on the Twin Cities media and if the 

book takes off, the publishing company will send me to 
other cities. 

You may be interested to know that when Warner 

Books first bought the book, they were going to publish 

it in hard cover and send me on tour around the country. 

After they found out it isn't Christian, however, they 

decided to publish it in paperback instead. 

I ·hope you like the booko If you want to contact 

me be phone, call 374-3732 or 788-9248 (answering service). 

Sincerely, 

~0,M/4VU-rz___ 

Miriam Cameron 



Ms. Sheri Singer 
DONAHUE 
2501 Bradley Place 
Chicago, Ill. 60618 

Dear Sheri: 

September 20, 1979 

The calls and letters following Rabbi Schindler's appearance on the 
Donahue Show have been incredible. I know they will continue for 
many weeks as the tape is shown across the country. We've gotten 
very good feed-back. 

Would it be possible to send us a copy of the transcript. We would 
be grateful. Please also let me know if it is possible to get a 
tape of the program and the cost involved. 

With appreciation for your prompt response and with warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



1·0: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o Edie Miller 

FROM: Sheri Singer 

August 22, 1979 

RE: GUEST APPEARANCE ON THE DONAHUE SHCM 

DATE: Tuesday, September 11, 1979 

SHOW TIME: 11:00 to 12 Noon (LIVE) 

PLACE: 2501 W. Bradley Place 

STUDIO ARRIVAL TIME: 10:30AM .... leave Hyatt at 9: ~ SAM from front 
entrance of hotel. Our driver 

TRANSPORTATION• 
ARRANGEMENTS: 

Joe DiCanio will meet you there and 
bring you to the studio. 

TICKETS ENCLOSED: 

HCYrEL: HYATT REGENCY O'HARE 

COMMENTS: If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

~ 
Sheri Singer 
Associate Producer 
SS/ls 

CONTACT PRIOR TO INTERVIEW: 

EMERGENCY ONLY: 

(Area Code 312) 

Dick Mincer -- 433-3742 
Pat McMillen --761 .5934 
Sheri Singer --475-7694 
Darlene Hayes -- 327-9328 

r-T"'l-,.I.__~, r'T"'E:!dli===i 

I/" 



Multimedia Program Productions 
2501 Bradley Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 
312/ 528-2311 

Live 

WGN 
WMTV 

Markets I 
Ch. 9 (IND) q 11 
Ch. 15 (NBC) 

One Day Delay 

WDTN Ch. 2 (NBC) 

1/1 /" WCMH Ch. 4 (NBC) 
WLWT Ch. 5 (NBC) 
WTTV Ch. 4 (IND) 
WLEX Ch. 18 (NBC) 

Two Day Delay 

WNBC Ch. 4 (NBC) 

One Week Delay 

~ ,( WDVM Ch. 9 (CBS) 
WJBK Ch. 2 (CBS) 
WIIC Ch. 11 (NBC) 
WLKY Ch. 32 (ABC) 
WAGA Ch. 5 (CBS) 
WITI Ch. 6 (CBS) 
WSPD Ch. 13 (NBC) 
WTFR Ch. 7 (NBC) 
WHIZ Ch. 15 (NBC) 
WTAP Ch. 18 (NBC) 
WKBW Ch. 7 (ABC) 
WFBC Ch. 14 (NBC) 
WBAL Ch. 11 (NBC) 

DONAHUE SHOW 

Syndication List 

Chicago 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Dayton, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Lexington, Kentucky 

New York, New York 

~shington, D. c. 
Detroit, Michigan 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Toledo, Ohio 
Wheeling, West Virginia 
Zanesville, Ohio 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 
Buffalo, New York 
Greenville/Spartanburg, SC 
Baltimore, Maryland 

WEWS Ch. 5 (ABC)__. ~ Cleveland, Ohio 
KCST Ch. 39 (NBC) San Diego, CA 
WXII Ch. 12 (NBC) Winston-Salem, NC 
wcsc Ch. 5 (CBS) Charleston, SC 

0'KCRA Ch. 3 (NBC) Sacramento, CA 

;1~ 
~ m ~ r-T'"L....I .__ -r-, ~ c:::::1, i::::1 

qjt5 

Revised 7/5/79 j ,m 

11:00 AM-Noon 
11:00 AM-Noon 

9:00-10:00 A~1 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 A..P.1 

9:00-10:00 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
11:00 AM - Nocn 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9: 00.:..10: 00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

12:30-1:30 PM 



Two Week Dela:t r{5 WJCL Ch. 22(ABC) Savannah GA 9:00-10:08 AM 
KTLA Ch. 5 (Hrn) Los Angeies, CA 9:00-10:0 AM 
KTVU Ch. 2 (IND) San Francisco, CA 11:00 AM - NOO~ 
WBTV Ch. 3 (CBS) Charlotte, NC 9:00-10:00 AM 
WPVI Ch. 6 (ABC) Philadelphia, PA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WCVB Ch. 5 (ABC) Boston, MA 10:30-11:30 AM 
WPLG Ch. 10 (ABC) Miami, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTNH Ch. 8 (ABC) New Haven, Connecticut 8:30-9:30 AM 
WTVW Ch. 7 (ABC) Evansville, Indiana 10:00-11:00 AM 
WLUK Ch. 11 (ABC) Green Bay, Wisconsin 9:30-10:30 AM 
WESH Ch. 2 (NBC) Orlando, Florida 9:00-10:00 AM 
WJAR Ch. 10 (NBC) Providence, Rhode Island 9:00-10:00 AM 
WLYH Ch. 15 (CBS) Lebanon/Lancaster, Penn. 9:00-10:00 PM 
WJIM Ch. 6 (CBS) Lansing, Michigan 9:00-10:00 AM 
KXAS Ch. 5 (NBC) Fort Worth/Dall_as, TX 9:30-10:30 AM 
KREX Ch. 5 (CBS/NBC) Grand Junction. co 8:00-9:00 AM 
WPTV Ch. 5 (NBC) West Palm Beach, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
KOA Ch. 4 (NBC) Denver, co 9:00-10:00 AM 
WJRT Ch. 12 (ABC) Flint, Michigan 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOTV Ch. 8 (NBC) Grand Rapids, MI 9:00-10:00 l-'...M 

(S) WTOM Ch. 4 (NBC) Sheboygan, MI 9:00-10:00 AM 
(S) KREY Ch. 10 (CBS/NBC) Montrose, co 8:00-9:00 AM 
(S) KREZ Ch. 6 (CBS/NBC) Durango, co 8:00-9:00 AM 

Three Week Dela:t: 

WPBN Ch. 7 (NBC) 

io\r 
Traverse City/Cadillac, MI 9:00-10:00 AM 

KPRC Ch. 2 (NBC) Houston, TX 9:00-:i.0:00 AM 
wcco Ch. 4 (CBS) Minneapolis, MN 8:00-9:00 AM Sr 

L:00-2:00 AM 
KTVI Ch. 2 (ABC) St. Louis, MO 9:00-10:00 AM 
WRAU Ch. 19 (ABC) Peoria, IL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WCIA Ch. 3 (CBS) Champaign, IL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WMAZ Ch. 13 (CBS) Macon, Georgia 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOAY Ch. 4 (ABC) Oak Hill, W. Va. 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOWK Ch. 13 (ABC) Huntington, 

- -
WV 9:00-10:00 AM 

WTAR Ch. 3 (CBS) Norfolk, VA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WOKR Ch. 13 (ABC) Rochester, NY 9:00-10:00 AM 
WSM Ch. 4 (NBC) Nashville, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
WDSU Ch. 6 (NBC) New Orleans, LA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KFSN Ch. 30 (CBS) Fresno, CA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WBBH Ch. 20 (NBC) Fort Myers, FL 4:00-5:00 PM 
WTEN Ch. 10 (ABC) Albany/Schenectady, NY 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTWO Ch. 2 (NBC) Terre Haute, IN 9:00-10:00 AM 

Four Week Dela:t: 
** KTAL CH. 6 (NBC) 

I 0\~ 
Shreveport, LA 9:00-10:00 AM 

WNNE Ch. 31 (NBC) Hanover, NH 4:00-5:00 PM 
WMC Ch. 5 (NBC) Memphis, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
KETV Ch. 7 (ABC) Omaha, NE 9:00-10:00 AM 
KPHO Ch. 5 (IND) Phoenix, AZ 9:00-10:00 AM M-F & 

12:30-1:30 AM M-TH 
WSJV Ch. 28 (ABC) Elkhart, IN 9:00-10:00 AM 

** KVAL Ch. 13 (NBC) Eugene, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
** KPIC Ch. 4 (NBC) Roseburg, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
** KCBY Ch. 11 (NBC) Coosbay, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 

#New time **New Market/(S) Satellite 
*New delav 



Four Week Dela;r: (continued) 

WBRE Ch. 28 (NBC) Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, PA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KYTV Ch. 3 (NBC) 

~1 
Springfield, MO 11:30 AM- 12:30 PM 

WRBT Ch. 33 (NBC) Baton Rouge, LA 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
WJXT Ch. 4 (CBS) Jacksonville, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
WSLS Ch. 10 (NBC) Roanoke, VA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KOIN Ch. 6 (CBS) Portland, OR 9:00-10:00 AM 
WMT Ch. 2 (CBS) Cedar Rapids, IA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KCMO Ch. 5 (CBS) Kansas City, MO 9:00-10:00 AM 
WBNG Ch. 12 (CBS) Binghamton, NY 9:30-10:30 AM 
WTVC Ch. 9 (NBC) Chattanooga, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
WLIO Ch." 35 (NBC) Lima, OH _ fo ~O_Q-ii :fil) A,M. 

KI RO Ch. 7 (CBS) Seattle, WA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KVOS Ch. 12 (CBS) Bellingham, WA ) ~:00-10:00 AM 

Five Week Delay 

KIFI Ch. 8 (NBC) Idaho Falls, ID 11:00 AM-12 NOON 
WAPT Ch . 16 (ABC) Jackson MS 11:00 PM-12 MIDNIGHT 
WVIR Ch. 29 (NBC) 

r"\ I 
Charlottesville, VA 7:00-8:00 PM 

WIFR Ch . 23 (CBS) Rockford, IL 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
KOLD Ch. 13 (CBS) Tucson, AZ 5:00-6:00 AM 
WOI Ch. 5 (ABC) Des Moines (AMES), IA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTVR Ch. 6 (CBS) Richmond, VA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WWLP Ch. 22 (NBC) Springfield, MA 10: 30-11: 30 Ai'-1 
KTVX Ch . 4 (ABC) Salt Lake City, UT 9:30-10:30 AM 
WI XT Ch. 9 (ABC) Syracuse, NY 9:00-10:00 AM 
IKCBJ Ch. 17 (ABC) Columbia, MO 4 ·: 3 o-s-:·To -PM 
KOCO Ch . 5 (NBC) Oklahoma ,City, OK 9:00-10:00 AM 
WTSP Ch. 10 (ABC) St. Petersburg, FL 9:00-10:00 AM 
KTIV Ch. 4 (NBC) Sioux City, IA 9:00-10:00 AM 
KTHV Ch. 11 (CBS) Little Rock, AK 9:00-10:00 AM 
WB IR Ch. 10 (CBS) Knoxville, TN 9:00-10:00 AM 
KXLY Ch. 4 (ABC) Spokane, WA 9:00-10:00 AM 
WPTA Ch. 21 (ABC) Fort Wayne, IN 9: oo-fo : oo -AM 

Six Week Dela;r: 

KOAM Ch. 7 (NBC) Pittsburg, Kansas(Joplin,MO)9:00-10:00 AM 
KECI Ch. 13 (NBC/CBS) Missoula, MT 
vIBAU Ch. 13 (NBC) Eau Claire, WI 
WRDW Ch. 12 (CBS) Augusta, GA 
KOAA Ch. 5 (NBC) 

I ~;3 
Colorado Springs/Pueblo,CO 

KGGM Ch. 13 (CBS) Albuquerque, NM 
KERO Ch. 23 (NBC) Bakersfield, CA 
WLTX Ch. 19 (CBS) Columbia, SC 
WTAJ Ch . 10 (CBS) Altoona/Johnstown,PA 
WTVD Ch. 11 (CBS) Raleigh-Durham, NC 
WKPT Ch. 19 (ABC) Kingsport, TN (Tri-Ci ties) 

** · New Station/~S)MarkPt ~~telli t e 
*New delay 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9 : 0 0-10 :_ 0 0 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 



Six Week Delay (continued) 

WPTZ Ch. 5 
WQAD Ch. 8 
KTEW Ch. 2 
WECT Ch. 6 
WAPI Ch. 13 
KRGV Ch. 5 
KTVB Ch. 7 

(S) KEVM Ch. 6 
(S) KCFW Ch. 9 

WPSD Ch. 6 

(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC/CBS) 
(NBC/CBS) 
(NBC) 

Seven Week Delay 

WJHG Ch. 7 
WCSH Ch. 6 
WTVM Ch. 9 
WICU Ch. 12 

(S) KABY Ch. 9 
KCOY Ch. 12 
WKRG Ch. 5 
KVUE Ch. 24 
KWU Ch. 5 
KBJR Ch. 6 
KMCC Ch. 28 
KTTC Ch. 10 

KNOP Ch. 2 
WYTV Ch. 33 
WCTV Ch. 6 
KAPP Ch. 13 
KSFY Ch. 13 
KPRY Ch. 4 
KTVH Ch. 12 
KFDA Ch. 10 
WSFA Ch. 12 

(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(CBS) 
(ABC) 
(IND) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 

(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(CBS) 
(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(CBS) 
(NBC) 

Eight Week Delay 

Plattsburgh, NY 
Moline, IL 
Tulsa, OK 
Wilmington, NC 
Birmingham, AL 
Weslaco, TX 
Boise, ID 
Butte, MT 
Kalispell, MT 
Paducah, KY 

Panama City, FL 
Portland, ME 
Columbus, GA 
Erie, PA 
Aberdeen, SD 
Santa Maria, CA 
Mobile, AL 
Austin, TX 
Henderson/Las Vegas,NV 
Duluth, MN 
Lubbock, TX 
Rochester/Austin/ 
Mason City, MN 
North Platte, NB 
Youngstown, OH 
Tallahassee, FL 
Yakima, WA 
Sioux Falls, SD 
Pierre, SD 
Wichita-Hutchinson, KS 
Amarillo, TX 
Montgomery, AL 

KHAS Ch. 5 
KTVL Ch. 10 
KTVN Ch. 2 
KOTA Ch. 3 
KTHI Ch. 11 
WCTI Ch. 12 

(NBC) 
(NBC) 
(CBS) 
(NBC) 
(ABC) 
(ABC) 

Hastings/Lincoln, NE 
'\P Medford- , OR 

Reno, NV 

WMUR Ch. 9 
KSBW Ch. 8 
KABL Ch. 10 

KSWO Ch. 7 
KPLC Ch. 7 
KFYR Ch. 5 

(ABC) 
(NBC) 
(Cable) 

(ABC) 
(NBC) 

(NBC) 

Rapid City, SD 
-----.fargo, ND 

New Bern/Greenville/ 
Washington, NC 
Manchester, NH 
Salinas/Monterey, CA 
Palm Desert, CA 

Lawton/Wichita, OK 
Lake Charles. LA 
Bismarck, ND 

** New Station/(S)Market Satellite 
*New delay 
#New time 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
12:30-1:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
5:00-6:00 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10: 00-11: 00 Ai'\i 
9:30-10:30 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
8:00-9:00 AM 

3:30-4:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
12:00-12:30 PM 
8:00-9:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
11:30-12:30 PM & 
7:00-8:00 PM 
9:00-10;00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 



Eight Week Delay continued 

KMOT Ch. 10 (NBC) 
KUMV Ch. 8 (NBC) 
W!INT Ch. 19 (CBS) 
WFMZ Ch. 69 (IND) 
WCBI Ch. 4 (CBS) 
KIMO Ch. 13 (ABC) 

KCEN Ch. 6 (NBC) 

KBMT Ch. 12 (ABC) 
WLUC Ch. 6 (CBS/ABC) 
KNOE Ch. 8 (CBS) 

Nine Week Delay 

WKTV Ch. 2 (NBC) 

11/1J KTSM Ch. 9 (NBC) 

WLBZ Ch. 2 (NBC) 

Ten Week Delay 

KMID Ch. 2 (NBC) )\ ~ 
KGMB Ch. 3 (CBS) 
WBKB Ch. 11 (CBS) 

CABLE MARKETS: 
CATV Puerto Rico 

Minot, ND 
Williston, ND 
Huntsville, AL 
Allentown, PA 
Columbus/Tupelo, 
Anchorage, AK 

Temple/Waco, TX 

Beaumont, TX 
Marquette, MI 
Monroe, LA 

Utica, NY 
El Paso, TX 

Bangor, Maine 

Midland/Odessa, 
Honolulu/Maui,HI 
Alpena, MI 

Hato Rey, Puerto 

MS 

TX 

Rico 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
1:00-2:00 PM & 
6:Q_0-7:QO _Mi 
9:00-10:00 N1 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

12:30-1:30 PM 

9:00-10:00 AM 
10:00-11:00 AM 
9:00-10:00 AM & 
5:00-6:00 PM 

10:30-11:30 AM, 
6:00-7:00 PM & 
10:00-11:00 PM 

WSVI Virgin Islands Christiansted, St. Croix,VI 10:30-11:30 AM 

TO BE ADDED: 

( 9/1) 
( 8/6) 
(7/23) 
(8/6) 

KMOL CH. 4 (NBC) San Antonio, TX 
KULR CH. 8 (ABC) Billings, MT 
KYEL CH.13(.NBC/ABC)Yuma, AR 
KTSB CH. 27 (NBC) Topeka, KS 

#New Time 
*New delay 

**New Station/(S) Market Satellite 

9:00-10:00 AM 
9:30-10:30 AM 
4:30-5:30 PM 
9:00-10:00 AM 

(0171) 
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Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington ~Joods, MI. 48070 

Dear Lucille: 

September 11, 1979 

I trust you've had a chance to chat with Sandy Seltzer and that your 
conversations went well. I am looking forward to chatting with you 
and hope we will have a chance to see each other in the very near 
future. Please do give me advance notice of your travel plans so 
wa ,can avoid scheduling difficulties. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Marshall and our 
warm good wishes for a sweet and fulfilling New Year. '' ,, 
I Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ ; 
I 



Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington Woods, MI 48070 

Dear Lucille: 

July 19, 1979 

I'm just back frorn my travels to Israel and Enrope. It was good to 
get a\.'1ay and Rhea and I were able to get in a few days of rest and 
rel a1ation. 

As I tol<.'! you in my letter of June 14, I am eager to have an oppor
tunity to chat with you. /l.t the mcment I don't have any ~lans to 
be in the vicinity of Detroit. I was \'tonderin!] if your travels 
might take you to New York at any time in the near future. Perhaps 
we could arrange to get together if you find that you and Marshall 
are going to be in this area. 

I hope you've been enjoying a restful and rewarding summer. Rhea 
joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Marshall. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mrs. Marshall Miller 
25217 E. Roycourt 
Huntington Woods, MI 48070 

Dear Lucille: 

June 14, 1979 

I received rave reports concerning the RJA function and I write to con
vey my personal as well as my insUtutional thanks to you for your mani
fold efforts toward the advancement of our cause. We are all beholden 
to you. 

In a few days I'm going to be off to Europe and when I return I'd like 
to have a chance to talk to you. There are some ideas which I have 
which I'd like to brainstonn with you. I'll be in touch when I get 
back in a month or so. 

My very best to you and Marshall and again my heartfelt thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Ms. Crystal Glugla 
~2~~T~ 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 

Dear Ms. Glugla: 

September 18, 1979 

Thank you for your letter of recent date in which you express your 
desire to learn more about Judaism and the conversion procedure. 

I am sharing your letter with Rabbi Alan Bregman of the UAHC's 
Chicago office. We have an Introduction to Judaism program and 
work closely with the rabbis of the Chicago area in aiding those 
who wish to embrace the Jewish faith. You may contact Rabbi Bregman 
directly and I know you will find him to be sensitive and understand
ing. The office is located at 100 West Montee Street, Room 312 and 
the telephone number is 782-1477. 

, 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Alan D. Bregman 
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September 18, 1979 

K. Valasek 
3922 Lawn Avenue 
Western Springs, Ill. 60558 

Dear Mr. Valesek: 

Thank yo~ for your recent letter. It was good of you to 

share your thoughts with me. 

With every good wish, I am 

I 
Sincerely, ; 

Alexander M. Schindler 





I 

September 14, 1979 

Dear Bob: 

It was great see;ng you in Chicago and appearing on TV with you! When 
we watched the New York showing at the office yesterday the staff in 
the room was more excited at seeing you - I'm old hat to them - and 
they couldn't get over how well you look. I agree, you're looking 
marveloee - I think that comes from leaving the Union staff!! 

The couples you brought were marvelous and I am grateful to you. I 
thought the puogram went very well, aside from the few times we got 
off the subject, and the particpants from the audfonce were articulate 
and touching. There were a few very special people, I hope they are 
part of your congregation for you deserve that kind of nachas. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Marcia and all good 
wishes for a healthy, happy and fulfilling New Year. 

Rabbi Robert D. Schreibman 
Temple Jeremiah 
937 Happ Road 
Northfilid, Ill . 60093 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mrs. William J. Meyers 
3240 Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60657 

Dear Mrs. Meyers: 

March 20, 1979 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of March 16. I am 
grateful that you took the time to share your concerns 
with me. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the full text of my address 
to the UAHC Board of Trustees. I believe a reading of the 
entire speech will indicate to you that we are not very far 
apart in our thinking. 

With repeated thanks and warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I 

MRS. WTLLTAM J. MEYERS 

3240 LAKE SHORE DRIVE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 

March 16, 1979 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 
In the March issue of Reform Judaism I read the article 

''UAHC Launches Program to Win Converts." In response to 
the apparent need and desire of the U.A.H.C. to encourage 
Christians and others of undecided faith to join the 
Jewish faith, I'd like to express the following feelings. 

My daughter was married to a Catholic young man 
this past summer. I understood that since he was not 
converting, the Rabbi of our Congregation could not 
marry the couple. 

However, I did ask the Rabbi if he could give 
them a blessing in his pri~te study and he declined. 
I know there are some trad~bnal religious reasons 
why such a blessing could be excluded from the Rabbi's 
chores -amd prevent'. him from so:- adinfn1stering a blessing. 

It is my definite feeling✓ and insight in this one 
particular case, that if the Rabbi had complied with 
the request, my son-in-law would have felt welcomed 
by the Rabbi, and in time might have become affiliated 
with my daughter in the Temple. The young couple was 
aware that the Rabbi had declined to bless them, which 
certainly did not give their religious orientation 
as a couple into Judaism a good start. It furthermore 
removed a great deal of the feeling my husband and I 
had for the temple and the Rabbi. If two young, eager, 
intelligent people could not be blessed privately by 
a Rabbi of a congregation, where their Father had 
served as a' member ·of the Board of Trustees for 12 
years, then there seemed little chance that our 
attachment for the Temple and formal Judaism had 
much meaning to them. What this did1 infact was turn 
our entire family away from the congregation. We 
still enjoy worshipping, but simply do not feel that 
the strict formality of this particular incident was 
appropriate. 

I'm afraid more mixed couples_..will be turned away 
from Judaism, rather than drawn to~! if such practices 
persist. I'm writing to you in hopes that you can 
discuss this matter with the Rabbinical Board and 
possible get some reversal of such practices. 

I, personally, would bless an animal and wish 
it well. To turn down a young couple, with aspirations 
of happiness and_; hopefully1 Jewish aspiring, seems to 
me a cruel use of tradition and a disservice to the 
program of launching converts for Judaism. 

Hoping this letter may have some effect on the 
Rabbinet and possibly help other young couples to 
adapt their marriages to Judaism and eventually convert 
the non-Jewish spouse to our religion,. I am sincere1,,y.A wr 

~ Tfj(_ 
CJ 



Mrs. Margaret s. Jensen 
3415 20th Avenue So. #23 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58201 

Dear Mrs. Jensen: 

--------------------,,----------

February 23, 1979 

Thank you for your recent letter and expression of interest in learn
ing about the Jewish faith. 

I am taking the liberty of forwarding your latter to the director of 
the UAHC's Great Lakes council, Rabbi Alan Bregman. Our Reform congre
gation in Fargo is a meu.ber of that Council. However, in all honesty 
I must tell you I am not certain as to the distance between Fargo and 
Grand Forks. It is possil>l a congregation in another State might be 
closer. 

In any event, Rabbi Bregman ~ill be able to provide you with infcmna
tion on Juclai m, including a bibliography of books you might obtain 
which would aid you in your search for knowled<;e about the Jewish 
religion and people. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

co: Rabbi Alano. Bregman 



I ... 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Arnold Kaiman 
Congregation Kol Ami 
255 East Ontario Stree t 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Arnold, 

Pt.TROt, OF HEBREW UNION COL :..EGE JEW'SH INSTITUTE 0~ RELIGION 
1301 80rLSf0tJS1RFF~ ROOrv'. 207 ( Hl:c 'i," '"'LL 'AASS Q:.,167 6'7 277 '655 

February 20~ 1979 

NORTH EAST COU NCIL 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
011PC(1;r 

Thank you for your invitation to participate on your WIND radio program show on April first. As I indicated during our telephone call, I will be in Los Ange les that day, and upon receipt of the telephone number, will phone the station from the Los Angeles Air port a few minutes before 9 p . m. Los Angeles time , which I ga ther is 11 p.m. Chicago time . You , in turn, will then phone me hack and we can continue accordingly. 

I look forward to seeing you in Phoenix. · 

Sincerely,. 

Chatrman _ 
11.: ·:' · 

;::~::rRass \ l'"-!· "Ra.bbi ·sanford Rabbi Alei<an(ler M Schindler . 
1 $ e 1 tz er 

Reg,oriat President 
Melvin Kulch,n 

Vice Presidents 
Charles Ehrlich 
Carl. Feldman 
Harold Perkins 
Roben Summ,1 

Secretary 
Myrna Jacobs 

Treasu,ei 
R,,ben,J Eps1e,n 

Na11onal Boatd 

V•c t· Ch'a,rman 
AICin V 1se11n 

Dr David BenDan,el 
H:~rotd Cotton 
()1, Hd'l ;d ~~ F a{Jt:'nbaum 

~
1
t~~/1~ {r ~~q,_~snobnerger Jr 

~.~~;t~' rf j~~ BG
1
~~~1sohn 

Rnoprt Green • 
~elvm Kutch1r 
Sol Lev;tes 
Rabb, Jerome R Malina 
Morton Narva 

~'.?i't,;~~?;Js,rve, 
Rit Prt Summ,t 
Hvtvdtd Wi,i._.::,ff 

RSS/em 

cc: Edith Miller 
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