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5 much for vour letter. I am
r the helping hand which you ¢
forgive me for not responding
zoncerning rabbinic officiatic
That would take us too long ¢
srsonal conversation which I 1
ve the oppeortunity te heold in
ire.

to sayv, for the moment, that 1
answer to the guestion about
> not officiate at intermarri:
sriably will attend the marri:
participate in some other mani
iite objectively, that this h:
f rejection. 'All of the part:
tanding of my position and we:l
at I demonstrated myv acceptand
1T at their wedding ceremony :
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much for your kind comments ¢

dform Judaism. I am grateful

ime to write and share vour th

the UAHC Outreach Program, vyc
m does not have a resolution
it interfaith marriages. This
yut of the Central Conference
rabbinic arm of Reform Judaisn
tation which provides service
3 in regard to their own progr
ibbinic officiation is a rabbi
: which we must take a stand a

:ction, however, you ought to
1at the manner in which a rabk
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:d report by Egon Mayer touch
: controversial issues facing t
mnity. It is the first study
give us all pause for thought.
ly to the comment in the Forewa
: is little evidence indicating
1 does in fact presage subseque
wolvement in Jewish communal 1

1 will find the entire report t

o

is.
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:xpress my opinion regarding the ac
: at its meeting on January 6th witl
marriages together with non-Jewish
at the discussion. Nevertheless, |
;ly that the committee statement is
rientation towards the function of
f Reform Responsa with which 1 disa;

:i¥re is no Halachic precedent in the
issue in question," is really not :
3 of writing Reform Responsa. Afte:
tovide guidance for problems as the
yrary issues? Of what possible rels
1gful religious orientation have fo
{ ourselves only to areas which haw
or so ago? By taking this stance,
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life confronts us? It is complets
a2 Responsa Committee can enunciate
e document which wvou sent to me. 1
t and have every intention of writi
ich confront us as Reform Jews 1ivi
society. I cercainly do nmot consic
binding on anyone except those whe
ce. The Responsa Committee of the
this responsibility.

rom my desk for a month in our vari
nd any earlier to the draft of the
bbath whieh vou sent me some time :
to a group of committed Reform rabt
t marriages are not to be performec
iting my Responsum was really to ir
ich resolutions to the Conference :
rongly object to using the shibbole
hority for the position. Were Refc
ebulous concept (and I really don't
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int and if my language is not diplo
lteform Judaism is my life and I am

ytoposition that we have something .
orary Jewish community to concern |

;5 and best wishes, I am,

:laser
.elyveld
schaalman
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t insights from other participe
me to be part of the panel.
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Sincerely,

ndler
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termarried. Your insﬁ%mmu a
ue and discussion. The comments from th
'e, and we know that this is just the beginr
unity level.
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preciate your giving us your time and wisd
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cy fine executive committee mee
leal of food for thought as w

igregations will begin their ow
1 issue. It can be a won
While you and I aren't in tot.
t that far apart and I would »
Erue concerning grass roots o
lthy to address these matters a
chlichkeit and openness our m

Whatever a congregation dete
vould hope they would make that
be no surprises.
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good of you to take the time t¢
i1sentation to the UAHC Executi
he non-Jew in the synagogue.
ul and gave our leadership much
sharing your experience with

ed on a more personal level tc
ndler and Sigel families have
ears, and into the second ge
ie and your sister-in-law Judy
Sholom Day School. Please
mi and Lou.

. thanks and every good wish,
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hink about and helped all of
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ed that your path eventually I

2 continuity of the Jewish comm
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you.
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ul for your meaningful messagt
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ndoubtedly received the mailing fro
. Statement of Concern" and the "Res
the second salvo in the saga "Get

ement drafted by Simeon Maslin, whi
rably more vituperative, replete wi
final statement has, undoubtedly du
gnatories, been considerably toned

originally sent me a draft of his
d asked for my reaction with the as
e consideration.'" (Wacholder's fin

t changes, is the same as the draft
nd ta him arallvy and anhssanantly a



t. He was an active participant in
he entire issue and initially calle
e CCAR. I wrote the responsum cons
the CCAR Committee on Responsa even
t, the responsum of the CCAR commit
analysis of the sources in writing
the CCAR committee responsum on ma
d to me, I responded at length (see

Jacob of February 24, 1977). It ma
was at that time that T resigned fr
onsa, since they had adopted a proc
be.

I cite the sources exhaustively an
v. I distributed the responsum to .
were directly involved and interes
with my final conclusion generally
es and my treatment of them. Berna
s though for a warietv of reasons h
wrote me at the time: "Your analys
pears to me to be entirely correct.,
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I thought it only proper to send y
» sent to the membership of the CCAR

I cannot tell you how saddened I w
msa on Jewish Marriage. It was, qu
know better. Why you, with all tha
:0 be rosh le-shualim, I simply canm
it hurts me when respected scholars
alumnus of HUC-JIR) and proceed to
of my teachers.

I will tell you,though, for the sa
ylder respect, that two of our colle
Responsa as 1 was, refused to sign
't for a former teacher. Together w
* scholarship. Others of us, though
yoklet to stand uncontested as a sta

loes or does not officiate at mixed |
younds of responsible Jewish scholar
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~ial consultant to the Subcnmmlttee

ly revised questionnmaire which had

sducing her, Paul Gans reminded th

1ning behind schedule and that it w
: questionnaire at this meeting

:xplained her revisions, noting tha
:d by Mark Winer as well as some of
: Phillips and Norman Mirsky. She

ire in order to get a better feel o

i the Committee's attention to the

f the questionpnmaire which would be

i accordingly in the delegates' que
arpose of these questions was., Mar
of inguiries regarding both informa
as such represented the first arre
ky added that the theclogical quest
liefs in the Jourpal For the Scien
drawn from the new Union praverboo



t hours time available for discussic
istionnaire regurn postal card have
iestionnaires and eligibility for ar
. was suggested that in the course ¢
rith those in attendance and that ti
ving a periodic mewsletter highligh

In serving as research associates
'orce locate potential donors.

id that it was imperative that we hz
juestionnaire, He noted that it was
'd and how we dealt with the whole ¢
i towards them., Norman agreed to d:
Task Force for its consideration wt
treed that it was mecessary to have
1e meeting would be devoted to deali
had been addressed in drafting the
ing would convene January 14-15, 19§
sd at '9:00 BLAMq



my initiative in your study on Deca
ur document. What follows is a wri
during that meeting.

my appreciation for your courtesy 1
ed answer to my Responsa. I also s
dult scholar and that you have ever
Out of my coneern, however, for yo
feel impelled to share what follows

u are letting yourself be used for
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marriage or anything related to it.
nce of this formula as an oral decl
that since the formula as an oral
any source before the Tosaphists a
and even Moses Isserles only cites
" therefore, the statement that thi
room constitutes "the essential and
age ceremony" must be rejected. Do
sagree with 1ic?

e 18 of my Responsa as follows: "A

§ Introduced into the wedding cerem



arriage ceremony and that the cerem
Ly speaking of the oral recitatiom |
£ fact, I clearly state in my Respo
at, however, clearly implies that t
is in aceordance with the requirem
nave devoted an entire essay to thi
benefit, entitled, "The Jewish Vie
vhich has been reprinted in a numbe
n published by Urth;dux rabbis.

iscussion, therefore, that "All Jew

ra mnlara Varrardine #a Fha Fairh
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Moshe weYisrael was defined for 16

glf in the same spirit that you are

m is on record that we accept a wom

record that it does not require two

record that it will accept the divo

ficiate at marriages of previously

onal get.



imed the right for itself, as the &

e kedat Moshe weYisrael in light of

time and place and in terms of its
.ght, its entire history is a sham :

josition, Ben?

:o be upset by the fact that I stati
tood as a rabbinie metaphor. How di
1e Mishnah's use of nikneit and mek
addesh to the fa:trthat through kid

rs like an object which has been de



ch has been dedicated f[or sacred us
e, Ben, that to say that an express
use of metaphor, understanding one
breathing. Communication is almos
say, as you do, that "legal litera
ropriate to poetrv...."? Do you ap

expressions are aspects of metaphor
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reehof has written numerous respons:
.ttee on responsa? Did you object w
! responsa?

mussion by setting your statement ir
‘he recent and more distant past. £
) respond to a previous responsum of
ng and distributing it (I am unawar
! to see me and profusely apologizec
'ou did not treat the sources prope:

wer applied to marriage on the Sabt
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| address yourself to points which 1
mssion. You attribute notions to 1
t against them. Knowing much bette:

sources~ Ber, I would ask again, w

phjection at all to--in fact I would
of what I have actually said. T am

esponse to me does not do this,
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external -pressure.

isus of the suﬁmhe_h that the Re
\ a process. as we did, of a most th
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ir work.



ITn o Avenue

' then, I will presume your apj
'idna = - 3 5

I w:l.ll i
lartheim: . broceed w:
s articl if it serves tc
form aneman””aﬂd_tha rabbinai

ir affard will vadieca +ha 1awa”

BT i




‘AKCHIVES

A & 4 4 0 4




deferred. "The most divisive issue
form Movement is whether or not rabt
interfaith weddings. Almost every {
the first question from the floor cc
tion. The rabbis and the lay leader
f a full discussion of the issue unt
will be completed. Frankly, I wisl
Finished sooner. I'm afraid that t

le issue for debate. It raises the

ranvanard tha rabhhice! mastinn which



its members in any ceremony which :

justify their refusal to officiate i
Jewish conception of marriage as a «
Haskell Bernat of Temple Israel in
Contrary to what is often thought, !
essings on the bride and groom nor «
le. As a 'M'sader Kidushin' the ral
f of the Jewish People. The rabbi _
remony and enters into the covenant

and many lay people believe that the



future make up his own mind whether
ians criticized those rabbis who co-
"I don't think you can be marriec
ions."
writy of Reform rabbis who sometime
1 Jew and a non-Jew, most insist on
yin a temple, and rear their childre
f Memphis "require that they study t
j for conversion." As a result of t
re that their officiation at interfa

ir to the synagogue and to Judaism.



know. "

2 stresses that the Commission on Re
1 view on whether or not rabbis shou
r Lydia Kukoff of Los Angeles persc
1ot officiate at a marriage between

in my dealing with the couples thems
iciate at their marriage has really

19 that does influence them." Paul

s the ambivalence which characteriz

iue of rabbinic officiation at inter

i



‘filiated because they pay their due
: in the synagogue, pray, or have a

tled to have a rabbi perform a cere

nt Alexander Schindler supportis the

ifficiation because of the threat he

—

0 the future of Judaism. ("It repre

leric strength of the Jewish people
ther I like it or not, my officiati
roval and would therefore become e

If I participate I give license to
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tion of this kind of "litmus test" i
ilmann of Kansas City feels that the
sue should be a part of his or her ¢
| of Montreal compares a congregatia
* a husband or wife. "If the congre
age is important, that's their righ
1an of the Board Chuck Rothschild co
not the rabbi officiates at mixed m
. criterion in determining a rabbi's

gation." Although he supports rabb
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ated more adequately, emphasized Gu
sident of the Central Conference of
ike the position, but at least they
rd is not, do you love the rabbi? I
roposes?" Haskell Bernat of Miami ¢
ddings in part because he believes 1
an him as the guardian of the bound:
ines that if he would officiate, the
u give to those unwilling to make
3 and privileges?"

1 community studies indicate that ap



keep open every channel to Judaism
10 have already entered into mixed m
'ts members:

1ssist fully in educating children o
‘iages as Jews;

rovide the opportunity for conversi
Ise; and

mcourage a creative and consistent
1ivement in the Jewish community and

Ist decade, outreach has become one
Judaism. Numerous local temples ha

affiliation of Jewish intermarriage
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n patrilineal descent legitimizes ti
narriages in which the mother is noi
rabbis have condemned the patriline:
ibbis outside of the United States «¢
they fulfill its spirit.

1 in the 1973 resolution between the
iterfaith weddings and vigorous outr
rod. Paul Uhlmann of Kansas City e»
wre they're married and welcome then

rvindler does not find the two strate

icated on the assumption that we car



or "at the outset." Once an inter
e are taking a stance of 'B'diavad’
ff explains. "I absolutely do not i
does not officiate at interfaith mi
program."

abbis who combines refusal to offic
ie Gutterman of Providence. Before
an interfaith couple to "help them
and enable them to write their own :
a judge. These couples usually cor

facilitate a meaningful beginning -



families, so debate over officiatio
and emotional. The interfaith wedd
| two common wishes become incompati
nt both full integration in America
Jewish distinctiveness. Nothing so

's into conflict as intermarriage.
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American society of ours.

rafére submit a letter entitle«
. WHY HER CONSCIENCE DEMANULS S}
'UTURE CHILDREN AS JEWS. It i
hodox Judaism named Donna, buil

It is designed to be read m
twenties (and up) and their ps:
' non-Jews who are engaged or r
't to be read by Jews involved

| letter different from any otl
tten on the subjeet? Because
ament stories (which Christiar
rimary theologzical source or &



| Iree WllLl 3ITE8r mucn ThougZnt

| will understand my decision 1
asons for deciding to convert
'ish femily with Barry.

lecided to marry someone other
ither Christian nor Jewish bui
ts and doctrines in its holy t
ied because you remain Christi:
ch tsuzht in this holy book t!
Bob who died last year, are ct
od even though they are the ni

Suppose I agreed to raise m)
imed Christians deserve to be
ing to accept certain claims n
ith. Suppose it taught that C
. of all mankind.

. doctrines and teachings whicl
a faith of someone I planned
nd what about my own conscienc



;:ementsand teachinzs are insul
‘e the source of hatred, perse
‘ies. And they are untrue. T
[ Thessalonians 2:15,16, which
fesus, murdered the prophets, |
‘he Jews could not have killed
yrds in that era forbade them

*jetion beinz a Roman punishme
3ible (which T was raised to c
sws ever to kill prophets were
t 400 years easrlier and had ab
1ip of the pazans (I Kings 18:
18, 21-22; Nehemiah 9:18,26).

tile to or enemies of all mank

on to become Jewish and raise
from my realization that I sh
found in Judaism. In that se
hout knowing 1it.

he basic Jewish views and beli



»ma both. .
Your daughte

Donna

 convert to Judaism and marri:
ter is being sent to you in h
+ and useful, If you have any
» send them to Simon Jacobs, 2
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he Gathering Crisis of Interm

gone out to the CCAR and f
1lic response? Oor is it an
ou before being sent out?
distributed at all? Despite t
oductory memo, I continue ¢t
livisive piece for the same r¢
plenty of rabbis who feel tru
e changing demographics of c¢
m feel even more so, with Ouil
airch. Us and them, with "us"
rness.

opy of my previous memo to
still apply.

the two attachments, Walter’s
sy mmarral with Walter’s remarks
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sue, learning from our traditi
: they are doing so with our |
about. We parted friends and
rer of the CCAR (by wvirtue
ise, I think the softening, i:
f his memo with regard to Outr
ing discussions. I intend to )}
t the CCAR convention for mos:
1y scheduled for a pre-convent
m-Jew.
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¢ role of the non-Jew made 1
7ith your last comment about
ate and the laity. I also w
. you if his piece is "accurs
aybe he operates at such higt
himself. His language is load
kes Outreach sound like Franke
" It’s sad that he feels so |

ire a few thoughts on substan

't we are working so hard on tk
e role of non-Jews in the sy

about the integrity of Refao
:ach and the integrity of Judai
‘tomous-=they are mutually in
jreat pride in the fact thai
tively to meet the challenge
1., not shied awav from them.
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nd active in forming the Ou
dsting of "clientele" (bottom
2 he’s describing everyone in
ny rabbis and cantors as we!
lance as he describes it has
‘iends and families of mixed c
robably tipped too. Maybe t
cation with "the clientele.™
"us" and "them". My question
* to have to be made"? Reform
open and have stressed unin
and by-laws often reflect
1t needs for boundaries. This
a healthy way following Refor
ind difficult sometimes and ra
tho carry the multiple project:
itter profoundly are hardly ev
m, we can’t allow ourselves
ition. That’s a no-win situa

ritiral mase in Rafarm Tewich



\‘s singling out of Jews-by-ch
wwe been Jews for some ti
'hat of course is not the inter
1 and support those consideri
‘e new Jews-by-choice durin
lhe big secret about converts
: not Jews. (It’s rarely menti
rried with Naomi’s son.) O
e often messy business of easi

t a rabbi or a congregatior
seen as a rejection or an ins
t overgeneralization that it

‘emphasize. Leaving aside

n the part of the rabbi or c¢
est, yes there are individuals
ver, there are many non-Jews
5 who understand very well tt
lty for continuity and integr:
in protecting it. (The member
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n the point-person or scapegc
guilt, etc. that individu
fhat does come with the territ
of the "Outreach establishmen
situation. I‘ve had simil
to the one Joe describes.
the New York students who
elp them formulate ways of sj
fficiation policy. Maybe we
t how this sore spot can be a
thought: My sense is that fe
deciding that they will offic.
the pool of rabbis who offic
ronflict seems to arise when ti
mgregation and the previous
1lso shifted or challenged.
ctural reasons for the pressu

w that both Joe and Walter are
tive Committee meeting on May
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speak for the length of time
y congregants attending the cor
ren’t all that long!

as been going through a heart-v
ss this year of examining the
he synagogue. 1 listened inteil
I wanted to respond by sendinc
ien working with this year.

ened the discussion with my Ros
'WYhat Does It Mean to Say a Br
\HC biennial in Pewaukee, Visc
‘s on this topie. I’m enclosin

ou the materials we presented t
:ets following Rosh Hashanah
| to read and study before o
vn hall forums. .~At ' the first
e the regional biennial prograi
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standing at. the Torah,
, wWwill always be worthy of thi
hat you have my support. Take
and in turn pass it on to your
er you. May you be a faithful
ruth, working for justice and

hen the Jewish parent addresse
Jewish parent is invited to

mments on the portion.

1g the Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony

:ad the congregation in the |
iddush. The non-Jewish parent
up to the blessing.

ire interested in encouraging
ituals to deal with this very
ight be something that other ¢
and/or adapt.
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much for vour letter of Octok
ls most encouraging and I like
resolved this vexing problem

1 is preciselv what T had in m
Biennial. T am glad vou unde
11 by the response of some of

the Rabbis Breakfast, I am n

't Kknow why evervone is so fri

The manner in which vou and
approached the resolution is
| T especially like the creati
.owed the participation of the
ie ceremony of passing the Tor
:ing in the Alivah.
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fou for your confidential lett
preciate your having shared y

1 matter which I think would b
face. We will seek an opportu
3 my chat quietly and share ou
on the subject.

-tfelt appreciation for your c
I am
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ote, I am writing this letter
s with no one except my wife,

I would restrict you from let
stead, I am giving you my opi
5 you or our Movement, to whi

ar, have a very significant
ially the problem of mixed mar
aind, of course, I am by no me
r will I be the last. It has n
began its Outreach Program
crship. This program pioneered
in not only our Reform Move
iroughout the World.

we have made significant prog
5 of our Lay Leadership who ha
mission, as well as the cont
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rriages exist, they are going
merica and throughout the Worl
dern times and our acceptance
i our integration into it. W
ar children are exposed to oth
e they wish to share for oth
tEion. The children, the pr
being welcomed into our Moveme
re, in most cases, and certa
5 consider conversion. And y
AR continues to state that,
and encourage against the per
Rabbis. Naturally, they dc
be done and there is a signif
form mixed marriages. I than
in my opinion, the dire predic
ng on forecasts for a Jewish g
indeed prove to be correct.
ad.

idate my thoughts---



s time that we wholeheartedl
ovement and that our Rabbi
ur path. Not every mixed mar
any society or any concept per
tting average of .300 is consi
ables of Atlantic City or las
average. In business, it is s
3 times to be a winner. Why
¥

nistakes will be made, but no
nade, as are now being made,
the mixed marriage, their chil
es, away from our faith for t
olem, along with serving and
osolutely necessary for the lo
the Union of American Hebrew C
n throughout the World.

ome the opportunity to discuss
zel that at this particular po
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