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.At'c)R40.LEXANDER M . SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

~ (~ 'rJI ""'DENO """"" AVENUE NEW YOa<. 'y "''" " " ' "''"'' 

;~J August 23, 1990 
~\V" 2 Elul 57 50 

Mr. Lawrence J. McKenzie 
900 5th Avenue Apt #6 
St. Albans, WV 25177 

Dear Mr. McKenzie: 

I was delighted to learn of your interest in learning more about 
the Jewish faith. In response to your request, I am enclosing 
herewith a few back copies of our magazine, Reform Judaism. 
Unfortunately, I cannot have your name placed on the mailing 
roster as it is a publication sent to members of our UAHC 
congregations via congregational mailing lists. 

With regard to your desire to be a member of our Union, you 
should know that we are an organization of Reform congregations 
and do not provide individual memberships. We can, however, put 
you in touch with the Reform congregation in Charleston, and I 
suggest that if you have not yet done so, you make contact with 
Rabbi Israel B. Koller, and seek to meet with him to discuss your 
interest in Judaism. Rabbi Koller can be reached at Congregation 
B'nai Israel, 2312 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, West Va. 
25311. Phone (304) 342-5852. 

I am sharing this letter with Rabbi Koller so he is apprised of 
your interest in Judaism. 

I am also sharing your letter with our Outreach co-ordinator in 
the UAHC Mid Atlantic Council, the region which includes our 
congregation in Charleston. Ms Elizabeth Farquhar can be of 
assistance in providing some of the UAHC Outreach material such 
as bibliographies, articles about choosing Judaism, etc., and she 
can be a valuable source of assistance to you. She can be 
reached through the UAHC Mid Atlantic Council office at 2027 
Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036. (202) 232-4242. 

Let me take this opportunity to extend my warm good wishes to you 
in your desire to deepen your understanding of Judaism. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Israel B. Koller 
Ms Elizabeth Farquhar 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 12121 249-0100 

Mr. Stanley Salasky 
Suburban House #203 
110 Suburban Parkway 
Norfolk, VA 23505 

Dear Mr. Salasky: 

October 24, 1988 
13 Heshvan 5749 

I was pleased to receive your letter and your expression 
of interest in the Outreach Program of Reform Judaism. 

By coincidence, a devoted member of the UAHC Board of 
Trustees from your community is a member of the Outreach 
Commission and is also deeply involved in tr.e work of the 
Mid-Atlantic Council UAHC Outreach Committee. I refer to 
Isabelle Horne, and since youare fellow long-time members 
of Ohef Sholom you undoubtedly are well aquainted. I am 
sharing a co~y of this letter with Isabelle and with the 
coordinator of the Mid-Atlantic Outreach Committee, Elizabeth 
rarquhar. I am sure they will both welcome your involvement 
in this important aspect of our work. Your interest in 
this aspect of our program pleases me very much. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

P.S. I am enclosing, herewith, a brochure describing our 
Outreach Program 

Encl. 

cc: Mrs. Isabelle Horne, Mrs. Elizabeth Farquhar 
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Ms. Mary Lynn Kotz 
1111 Connecjicut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mary Lynn: 

September 30, 1986 
26 Elul 5746 

Thank you for sharing with me your letter of September 25, 1986 to Dr. Mihaly. I am delighted to knovJ1Tithat you and Nick have made so splendid a gift to the College-Institute. mt is important the our 
rabbinic students become aware of the Outreach program and the many ramifications it has on the lives of those who choose Judaism. As future rabbis, these young men ?nd women must be sensitized to the needs of new-Jews for they will be dealing with many of them in the congregations and communities they serve. 

Mgy thanks to you and Nick for your continued contributions to the 
advancement of the work of Outreach. 

Rhea and I join in wishing you both a New Year blessed with good health, happiness and fulfillment. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



NliCK KOI1/MAR¥ lYNN KOI1 
12ll Connecticut Avenue, Nortliwest, Suite 308 

W a§l.ington, D.C. 20036 

(202) 22;;.2s10/(202) 659-5169 September 25, 1986 

Dr. Eugene Mihaly 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 

of Religion 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 

Dear Rabbi Mihaly, 

As I promised last Spring, I am forwarding our gift of 
$15,000.00 to Hebrew Union College, for programs to acquaint 
rabbinical students with the special needs, problems, and 
thoughts of people who choose to become Reform Jews. This, as 
we discussed at the Los Angeles Biennial, is an important com­
ponent of the U.A.H.C. Outreach program. 

The money should be earmarked for projects as outlined 
in your letter of November 18, 1985. ·We are giving the gift 
with the understanding that the projects will be subject to 
your approval. 

As I indicated in my letter to Rabbi Gottschalk on 
September 12, 1984, we should like to have the funds distributed 
at $3,000 a year over the next five years, the remainder of 
which would be earning interest to be applied to the next year's 
program. 

My husband and I should like to review the program at 
the end of each year. 

It was our hope that the program would be in place for 
this Fall's semester. I trust that it will be ready to begin 
in the second semester, and that in the meantime, the money 
will be placed in a special interest-bearing account. 

With our fondest wishes for a fruitful New Year for you 
and Mrs. Mihaly, 

cc: Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 
Rabbi Al:x Schindler 
Richard Scheuer 
Lydia Kukoff 
David Belin 
Richard England 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DEAN 
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

November 18, 198S 

Mrs. Nary Lynn Kotz 
1211 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Mary Lynn: 

3101 CLIFTON AVE. • CINCINNATI. OHIO 45220· %481 

(5131 %21•te75 

Lydia Kukoff has now departed from our campus after a most successful and 

effective two-day visit. She met with a number of classes, the faculty, and 

with numerous individual students. She is a very competent and knowledgeable 

woman. Our entire academic community is most grateful for and deeply appre­

ciates her presence and contribution. 

During her stay I had a lengthy meeting with her and with the director of our 

Rabbinic School, Rabbi Kenneth Ehrlich, on how we could best utilize your 
and Nick's very generous offer. 

We concluded that the following projects would be most helpful to our students 
and to the Outreach program and also be most practical in light of the time 

available in a very busy and overcrowded schedule to students, faculty, and 

resource personnel: 

1. To arrange for groups of students, the number dependent on funds 

available, to attend and participate in shabbatonim, for interfaith 
couples or groups of Jews by Choice as arranged by the Commission 
on Outreach and its staff. These students would be present and 
participate in the programs during tile entire weekend. This ~ould 

afford them a singular opportunity to be in direct touch with Jews 
by Choice and with the range of problems that interfaith couples are 
facing. This program would be coordinated by the director of our 
Rabbinic School, Rabbi Ken Ehrlich, in cooperation with Lydia Kukoff 
and the appropriate regional Outreach coordinator. 

2. To bring to our campus, on a selective basis, competent, experienced 
people from the staff of the Outreach Commission (people like Nancy 

Kleinman, who is the Boston regional coordinator and whom you may 

know) to run a series of workshops for groups of students over a 

several-day period. 
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Mrs. Mary Lynn Kotz 
Page 2 
November 18, 1985 

3. That the College plan a Judaica enrichment weekend for the staff 
of the Outreach Commission. We would focus during the weekend 
on one subject related to Outreach and Jews by Choice and have 
various members of our faculty treat the subject vertically from 
biblical, to contemporary times . . We would also attempt to involve 
the membership of the Outreach Commission in such a weekend and also 
invite those students who are available and interested. Such a 
program would not only enrich the Judaica background of the staff 
of the Commission, it would also help sensitize our faculty to 
this entire area and would engage their interest in the work of 
the Commission. 

4. The Hebrew Union College sponsors, in cooperation with the 
UAHC, an eighteen-week course entitled "Introduction to Judaism." 
This course is taught by Rabbi Gary Zola, our National Director 
of Admissions, and is specifically designed for prospective 
Jews by Choice, interfaith couples, and, more broadly, to those 
who have some interest in Judaism though not necessarily to 
become converts. These are evening sessions which begin with 
45 minutes of open discussion among the participants regarding 
their problems and questions in their search to be in touch with 
themselves and their identity. It would be a very beneficial 
educational experience for our students if on a rotating basis 
some carefully selected students would be invited to be present 
for a series of these sessions and after participation actually 
serve as the resource person and conduct a few such sessions 
under supervision and expert guidance. 

The above suggestions are not mutually exclusive. Our intent is to try one or 
several and then to evaluate them and be guided in our future planning by the 
succes.s of the various projects. We •.1ould also plan to videotape the sessions 
in some of the projects, as appropriate, for wider distribution and participa-
tion. 

All of the above would be carefully planned and coordinated under the very 
able supervision of Rabbi Ehrlich and with the full participation and coopera­
tion of the director of the Commission on Outreach. 

I shall call you within the next ten days or so, after you have had an 
opportunity to consider the above suggestions. 

With warmest greetings and best wishes, I am 

As ever, a v.1~~ 
Vice-President for Academic Affairs 

{_ 
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Mary Lynn Kotz 

Suite 308, 1211 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest, Washin'gton, D.C. 20036 (202) 659-5169 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion 
3130 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220-2488 

Dear Rabbi Gottschalk: 

\ I" 
September 12, 1985 

As we discussed last December at Dick and Lois England's lovely luncheon, 
my husband, Nick, and I would like to present Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion a gift of $15,000 to begin an ongoing series of 
programs to acquaint rabbinical students and rabbis with the special needs, 
problems, and thinking of men and women who choose or are 1n the process of 
choosing to become Reform Jews. 

On your December 19, 1984 letter to me acknowledging our intention 
to make this gift in 1985, you suggested that 'the income from the 
endowment be used from time to time to create a setting for a conference 
invo]ving faculty, students, and Jews By Choice to bring about greater 
understanding of the problems of integration of Jews By Choice into . 
the community. 11 

I should like to be more specific in the use of this gift, for it has 
become increasingly clear to me that the contribution of Jews By Choice 
in sharing their own experience is the most effective way to communicate.: 
to a spiritual leader how he or she may be more helpful in binding a new 
Jew--and in most cases an entire family--to deeper Jewish commitment. 

Therefore, with consultation between yourself, Rabbi Mihaly, and 
David Belin, Chariman of the UAHC-CCAR Commission on Outreach, I should 
like the gift to be used as follows: 

For the next five years, the Commission _on Outreach would bring 
to the College-Institute a program of study and sharing of experiences 
involving Jews By Choice. The participants and curriculum would be · 
selected and designed by the Commission's director in conjunction with 
Rabbi Mihaly, as you suggested. It should involve whatever resources the 
Commission has developed, including films, etc., and should especially 
provide one-on-one contact between rabbis and Jews By Choice, in small 
discussion groups. 

Each year's allocation for this purpose would be $3,000, the 
remainder of which would be earning interest, to be applied to the 
next year's program for literature, travel, etc. 

The sessions may be videotaped or otherwise used by the faculty, 
students, and the Commission. 
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Our goal .is to provide opportunities for students to address in a meaningful way issues related to Outreach. As a member of the Commission, I am very eager to have the College make a permanent commitment to including Outreach in _ the regular curriculum of the College-Institute. I understand that such a proposal, requested by you, is now being deve16ped under the auspices of the Commission. I am delighted that the College­Institute is moving towa·rd the involvement_ that you and I discussed, and I hope that our proposed gift, and · possible future gifts can be used to enhance,- and not substitute, that particular course as it develops. 
My husband and I should like to be invited to observe one of the sessions, and to review the entire program with you at the end of each year. At the end of the five·•y?ar.~~-we·- e101:Jtd -T:ike t~ --:meet with Y,OU f9r a ,general r:eyiew-to j~d9e jts effectiveness as we consider further comm1tment. 
Please let me know if this plan meets with your approval so that we may beginthe~money flowing in your direction. 

As I remembered your powerful sermon at Washington Hebrew Congregation and the opportunity to meet your charming Dee, I wish you both the warmest, most meaningful year, with a renewed commitment to keeping Judaism alive and accessible. 

cc: Richard England 
David Belin 
Eugene Mihaly 

Shalom, 

~~ 
Mary Lynn Kotz 
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Ms. Jl11 D. Whtte 
2030 F Street, N.W. 
1/205 
Washington, O.C. 20006 

Dear Ms. Whtte: 

April 18, 1985 

Your recent note requesting infonnation on Outreach has come to my atten­
tion. I am enclosing herewith some material on Outreach which I trust will 
be of Interest;, you. 

We have an Outreach Coordinator In your area. Hs. Robin Farquf•r works out 
of the UAHC's Mtd-At1anttc Council office, 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, O.C. 20036 - telephone 232-4242. She Is not in the office on a 
dally basis but does call In for messages so please call and leave your name 
and number if she Isn't In and she wt11 be In touch with you and be able to 
provide full infonnatlon on Introduction to Judaism courses in the Washington 
area. 

With kindest greetings and every good wish; I am 

Sincerely, 

Edlth J. Biller 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. 
cc: Mr. Robin Farqu.,,,.,. 
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4/5/85 

Could you please send me more 
information on the Commission 
on Reform Jewish Outreach as 
described in the article on 
page 17 of the Spring 1985 
magazine of Reform Judiasm? 

I am very interested in 
participating in a course 
of "Introduction to Judiasm" 
in my area (Washington, D.C. 
and Metropolitan area). 

Thank you very much. 

Send to : 

Jill D. White 
2030 F St., N.W. #205 
Washington, D.C. 20006 



\ 
of my marriage. , 

Another major decision that followed from 
our choice of religious identity was formal 
affiliation with the Jewish community. Would 
we and could we become part .of a Jewish 

• institution? At the time of our marriage, Ed 
ew he could not compromise his rabbi's 
sition against officiating at our wedding 

by seeking out one who would. And we did 
not want a ceremony to accommodate every-
6ne. What we chose was to write our own 
ceremony and be married privately by a 
justice of the peace followed by celebrations 
with each family in their respective homes: 
Although we were determined to create a 
Jewish home regardless of affiliation, we 

·~ knew how difficult that would be if isolated 
.i from the support of a temple family. For-
~ tunately, the door on which we knocked was · 
~ wide open,.and we were 1not only welcomed J but encouraged to participate fully in temple 
t· life. Because this Reform congregation was 
;(~ , the one in which Ed was educated, it added 
\• the security of family 'tro1.dition, which ce­

.,,'.1 mented our sense of belonging. •• ,,.:;· ,.,.. 
' '.~ - Having established religious identity and 

affiliation, we were left with the task of 
translating these choices into our daily lives.' 
For me this meant beginning my Jewish 
education both formally with the study of 
Hebrew, reading Jewish texts, and partici-

,; paling in temple life, and at home, by learning 
how to bake challah, to light Shabbat can-

• dles, and how • to prepare for holiday 
celebrations. . -<: ..: '· ;, • , i ·.,.: 

We have tried to live Jewishly 365 days a · 
.. year with the weekly Shabbat being the 

queen of all holidays. This, for example, 
prevents the minor holiday of Hanukkah 
from competing with Christmas and allows 
us to help our Christian friends and family 
celebrate their holidays without denigrating 
both religions by trying to merge them or 

., lessen their importance. Naturally this ap­
proach challenges us as parents to work at 
developing strong identities for our children 
in a world where being Jewish places one 
in a minority and being children of a mixed 
marriage even more so. However, we feel 
the effort to help them be comfortable with 
who they are will provide them with positive 
feelings of pride and helongL-r1g that will 
eventually free them to be accepting of others 
who are different. By acknowledging these 
differences instead of blurring them or ra­
tionalizing them away, we hope to further 
the cause of respect and appreciation of the 
plurality among which we live. ,t, 

B ecause our sons are still young, we 
cannot predict what the effects of 
our decision to choose a primary 

religious language will be. We do know, 
however, the effect it has had on our family 
for the past several years. We know it in th~ 
excitement with which they spread the lineµ · 
for Shabbat, place the china, cover the chal-· 
Joh, recite the blessings, and sing the songs. 
We know it when the letter arrives from 
religious school r~lating how thrilled a son 
is to hear a song he's always sung, a family 
tradition shared, or to bake a holiday treat 

he already prepared at home. We see the 
pride in their faces when the rabbis call them 
to the bimah to open the ark. By the way 
these moments have enhanced and enriched 
our family life already, they alone justify our 
choice. , , • , i . , , ·, ' •}· /pj. ~f:°i;;;, , 

It has been said that there are only two 
things we as parents can give our children: 
• roots and wings. In developing this religious 
dimension, we liope it will form the basis 
of a strong identity and foundation for the 
kind of inner strength that will prepare our 
sons to make their own choices in life. And, 
indeed, if this occurs, we hope to afford 
them the same respect we ourselves asked 
for- and received. • '''. 0-J .• •. , '- , , 
'·A final note must be made'concerning the 

support we received from our parents. With­
out it, we would have had aii uphill battle. 
My mother-in-law often tells me it was luck 
and circumstance that allowed our story to 
be successful. Few success stories become 
so without hard work and pain. I'm con-

• vinced that because our p~nts could tell 

us about their concerns and fears withoµt 
rejecting us we have grown and continue 
to grow together. 

• This love has manifested itself on,, both 
• sides. When. my parents understood how 
important it was for us that they be present 
when our second son was born, they came 
an entire month before his due date only to 
have to leave the day before he finally did 
arrive-two weeks behind schedule. They 
then drove back ten hours through the night 
to stand beside my in-laws at the bris in our 
home. Likewise, my Jewish parents dem- • 
onstrated their loyalty when they went to 1 the local Jewish cemetery to buy burial plots ' 
for us all and were told I could not be buried 
with them. After a family meeting, they re- ,.. 
turned to purchase all their plots in the non- - : ;~_' 
sectarian section so that even in death I 14.t • 
would not be alone. This kind of love-in~ • '1-~ ... 

action is the essence .~r both religions. It _fjf; -f;,;, 
our hope to pass on ,to our children, throµg.11~; i' 

. the vehicle we have chosen, the heritage of •· '.' •, 
love we have bth received. _ ;; ~j; ~ 
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A recent .. survey of 429 men and - 44 percent' reported a Roman· Catholic ui · .. , 
women-morethanhalfofthemnon- bringing, while 38 percent were raised as 
Jews-who completed "Introduction -·-Protestants. Seven percent had one Jewish 

to Judaism" courses sponsored by the UAIJC parent. Sixty_:eight percent said they had 
in 1983 and 1984 shows that 78 percent of enrolled in the course because ~ey intended 
the non-Jews either converted to Judaism or to convert to Judaism, while 2:t-percent said 
said they planned to conve.rt. Some 90 per- they had enrolled for-informational purposes 
cent of all those enrolled said they intended only, and rmie percent said they took the 
to raise their children as Jews, according to course to please their Jewish partners. :~~{j , . - • 

In terms of education; the participants in 
the courses were closely matched: 90 percent 
of the non-Jews and 95 percent of the Jews 

i:' ,° .~; J ,;:;\:." •;:~{~/,?,I "t, 1

• 

'~~18 rabbis r~ported the· • had attended college or graduate school. This 
finding, according to the study, confirms the 

conversion of 447 men, · . belief_that"co~plesininfei:;faithrela~onships 
• •• J . ,• • , , .·, , .- • , . • .,., generally are mtellectually; compatible, and " 1144 women · and 263 ·, . , that educational and social congeniality play · 

:; ' ,,. .. ., , J;'i ',a sig~cant role in the selection of p~tential 
' ' ch~ldren. ' }::::,, ·,,. -~\ * II18:1'~iage partners ?Y persons fro~.diff?,re:it , . ,. • , , -,, '.·,', • • .',' ·,.r., • ·:;,'.•1,_,: ~" • ' relig10us and ethmc backgrounds. . .- ~ .. :. 

' ··: • ,::,,:: ·:, ::} :.::. : • :, • .:~.t r't· \:,.:.': :;f~., Thirty interreligious couples who had mar-. 

the survey by Rabbi Sanford Seltzer, UAHC 
director of research. r, ,' - ;,;..: , •• 

The survey, undertaken for the Commis­
sion on Reform Jewish Outreach, which su­
pervises "Introduction to Judaism" courses 
and . other programs for potential converts 
to Judaism, is based on responses to written 
questionnaires from those who had studied 
Judaism in courses given in- B9stqn, New 
York, Philadelphia, and St. Louis. Similar 
courses, which typically run from 12 to 20 
weeks, are conducted by the UAHC in major 
cities throughout the country. They are in­
tended for those who are either considering 
conversion or who wish to learn about 
Judaism. , 

Nearly 75 percent of the non-Jews who 
took the courses in the four cities were 
women, whose average age was 29. (The 
average for men was 32.) Of the non-Jews, 

' j 

ried before they registered for the "Intro­
duction to Judaism" course were included 
in the study. Of these, 73 percent said they 
had been married less than four years--"an 
indication that decisions regarding conver­
sion are made early in the marital relation­
ship," the study observed. .- : •. • ,:,,4:,., .;, 

The UAHC study notes that no accurate 
totals of the numbers of persons converting 
to Judaism are available but says that last 
year 318 rabbis reported they were involved 
in the conversion of 447 men, 1,144 women, 
and 263 children. No statistics are available 
on conversions by Conservative and Ortho- , . 
dox rabbis. .. , ·:· 

The study also points out that its findings 
can serve as a data base to be used and 
expand~ "in the pursuit of a better under­
standing of the impact of conversion and 
interfaith marriage on the Jewish 
community." · ~ .... ,_. •. ~ ~ , .. • 
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Ms. Mary Lynn Kotz 
1211 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington. D.C. 20036 

Dear Mary Lynn: 

November 14, 1984 

Thank you for sending me the Washington Post article. I, too, am 
sorry about its eesenU.ally negative approach. When there ia every 
reason to be more hopeful, God knows I wae positive ::Ln my conversations 
with Janet Wallach. Unfortunately, there are some writers who start 
with a preconceived notion and then find the people - or pick out the t 
half quotations - who support their thesis and ignore everything else 
that is being aaid. 

You may well be right that a larger p.r. effort is called for. ~y 
don't you raise this issue once again around the table of the Out­
reach Task Force. 

There is in the works a mjjor Outreach conference in the Spring which 
should lead to a more positive tone, at least in the New York area, 
and that will be to the good. But much more needs to be done and could 
be done. 

Thank you so much for your warm word■ and your consistent support, and 
above all, for your friendship which is reciprocated with a full heart. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Jack D. Spiro 
Congregation Beth Ahabah 
111 West Franklin Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Dear Jack: 

October 25, 1982 

Many thanks for sharing with me the article on interfaith marriage. I appreciate your thougthfulness. 

The article is fascinating. But I do have one questions in regard to the Goldsfamily. Does Mrs. Gold do anything 
at home in terms of the rituals of Shabbat and the Holy Days? Just curious. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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1111 .. est Jlfnmkliu Je\h-eet 

~ir~mottb, Yirginia 23220 

DR. JACK D. SPIRO 
RABBI 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

18 October 1982 

I thought you might be interested in seeing the enclosed and our attempts 
at "outreach." 

Warmest personal regards. 

Fondly, 

JDS :sew 
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Rabbi encouraged by non-JewS' attitude in interfaith marriages 
. • ~-

By JOE MURCHISON 
Char les and Yvonne Gold joke about the time 

Charles called his grandmother to announce their 
engagement. 

The sociable couple, sitting in their Bon Air home 
with their two daughters climbing on top of them, 
recalled how the grandmother broke into tears at the 
news. 

Charles told Yvonne the tears must have been 
from happiness. Yvonne suspected they were because 
she was a Christian and Charles a Jew. 

The story had a happy ending. The grandmother 
gave Yvonne a bear hug and kisses on both cheeks 
when they later met. But it was one of a number of 
special adjustments the couple has had to make· be­
cause of their different religious backgrounds. 

To give couples like the Golds a chance to share 
insights and questions, Rabbi Jack Spiro of Congrega­
tion Beth Ahabah, one of Richmond's six synagogues, 
held a forum for interfaith couples last Sunday: He 
hoped particularly to discuss how non-Jewish spouses 
could participate in the synagogue and provide a 
Jewish environment at home without feeling pressure 
to convert or compromise their own faiths. 

'ALL DEMANDED A SECOND SECTION' 
The response surprised him. About 50 people came 

and "all demanded a second section . . . It hit a respon­
sive chord," Dr. Spiro said. The second meeting will 
take place Dec. 12. , 

Dr. Spiro and Rabbi Beverly Lerner of Congrega­
tion Or Ami are the two Richmond rabbis who belong 
to the Reform movement, the most liberal of the three 
major branches of Judaism. They also are the only 
two rabbis here who will perform marriages for 
interfaith couples. 

Rabbis of the other two movements, Orthodox and 
Conservative, will not marry a Jew and non-Jew. • 

T-he issue of J~ws marrying outside the faith - a 
phenomenon that has incr~ased so rapidly since the 

• • • 1960s that some guess the rate is now about 50 percent 
- is a passionate one within the Jewish community. 

For instance, Rabbi Charles· Lipshitz of Keneseth 
Beth Israel, an Orthodox synagogue here, said, "I 
think (rabbis who perform interfaith marriages), be­
sides flouting Jewish law and Jewish tradition, are 
making a very serious and tragic mistake." 

Rabbi Lipshitz said at issue is the possible extinc­
tion of the six million-member American Jewish com­
munity. 

Dr. Spiro said he shares that concern and acknowl­
edged that more than half of Reform rabbis in the 

-,,-1 •·c 

! : J❖ 

Staff photo by Lindy Keast 

CHARLES AND YVONNE GOLD ARE REARING DAUGHTERS ALICE (left), KATHERINE AS. J~WS 
'There's nothing taught in Judaism that I hav~ any problem with,' says Mrs. Gold, who is Episcopalian 

. . 
. country refuse to marry a Jew to a Christian. 

Why does :he do it? "I don't like the alternatives. 
' The alternatives are that they will have some kind of 
non-Jewish service, .or a secular wedding with a jus­

, tice of the peace:"· 
(Rabbi Myron Bermari of Temple Beth-El, a Con­

servative synagogue, said another alternative that 
happens frequently in his experience is that the Chris­
tian will convert to Judaism before the marriage.) 

Dr. Spiro said the Bible and Talmud have many 
verses supporting his openness to non-Jews. He quoted 
a verse from Isaiah - "My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all people" - and noted, "It didr:i't 
say all Jews. It said God's house shall be for all 
people." . 

He said the results of his openness are encourag­
ing. "I observe a very strong and sincere attempt on 
the part c;>f the non-Jewish spouse to respect the 

Jewish identity and commitment of the Jewis~ spouse 
and the children. 

"I would say 99 percent of our interfaith me1a-1bers 
send their children to our religious school. rather than 
to another, (Christian) religious school." 

ROOTED IN YEARS OF TRADITION 
• The Golds said th~ question of how to bring up 

their daughters, Alice and Katherine, was the thorni­
est problem they faced. They decided, even before 
their wedding, that the children would attend Beth 
Ahabah, where Charles, a stockbroker, is a member. 

"It was a history, a tradition, a way of life that I 
wasn't willing to give up for my children," he said. 
"It's a tradition of thousands of years and I wasn't 
i_nterested in being the one to break the chain in 
history." 

Yvonne explained why, as a Christian, she agreed 
to raise her children· as Jews. "There's nothing taught -
in Judaism that I have any problem with, because it's ~ 
the basis of my belief, of Christianity." 

Charles quickly added, "Whereas there are things 
in Christianity that I have trouble believing in," such 
as the Trinity and divinity of Jesus. 

Yvonne is very active in St. Paul's Episcopal : 
Church, but they do not take their children there • 
except for concerts or other special events. "We want • 
(their religion) to be something consistent," Charles·; 
said. "Confusion is something we wanted to avoid." ' 

. Yvonne acknowledged, "I have my very private 
moments, based on my own very deep religious be­
liefs, of things I long for where my children are ~ 
concerned. But you must make some compromises in ., 
life. What we're giving them far outweighs any mis-- -
givings." 

The children have not asked tough questions yet 
about their parents' religious differences. Yvonne not- , 
ed, "Every now and then, Kathy will look at me and 
say, 'Are you a Christian?' And I say yes. And she says, 
'Well, I'm Jewish.' Then she runs out to play.'' 

They both said they have profited from their reli- . 
gious diversity. "I think it's made the marriage stron­
ger," Charles said. "Whenever you have to face 0 

potential difficulty - whether a matter of religion, a 
financial crisis, or a matter of honor - and overcom~ 
it, you're stronger. And if you do it as a couple, you're -
stronger." 

Yvonne concurred. "I have learned so many won~ 
derful things. I never knew about the rich "traditions 
(of Judaism) .. . It has been a wonderful experience -
something I would not have wanted to miss." 

---------------------------- •• --



Mr. Tim B. Brittain 
Rt. 1 Box 328 
Casar, N.C. 28020 

Dear Mr. Brittain: 

September 20, 1982 

In response to your recent letter I am delighted to enclose herewith a list of Reform congregations in North Carolina and South Carolina. I don't know if any of them are located near Casar but I am certain that at least one or two are probably not too far distant from where you reside. 

Under separate cover I am sending you some literature on Reform Judaism which I think you will find to be of interest. I am also enclosing a catalog of our books, those published by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and have made check marks near those volumes which are particularly suited to one interested in the study of Judaism and its teachings. 

If I or any member of my staff can be of further assistance to you in your search for more knowledge about Reform Judaism, ~lease don not hesitate to be in touch. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Union of American ebrew Congregations 
resident , abbi A exander Schindler 

Fifth venue 
ork , ew ork 10021 

ear abbi Schindler , 

Mr . Tim B. Brittain 
t . 1 ox 328 

Casar , N. c. 2 020 

✓ 

Our church is engaged in a study of the Christian Old Testament , the 
Hebrew Bible . In the course of study , I have become very interested in 
Judaism and its teachings , most especially the eform branch of the relig­
ion . 

I wou d great ly appreciate it if you coul send me a list of those 
Reform congregations in the states of North Carolina and South CarolinQ 
and their addresses . 

If possi le , I would welcome any literature you mi ght ave abailable 
., . 
.: on e f o rm Ju ai sm . 

Enclosed , please find a stamped , self - addresses envelope . Thank you 
very much for any help you can give me . 

Sincerely yours , 

¼ ~ ' 
Tim Brittain 



Rabbi Stephen C. Listfield 
Adas Israel Synagogue 
2850 Quebec,Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear St.eve: 

June 15, 1982 

Thank :you for the t1e!Y::>rah article. How very 

admirable :your efforts are. It is clear that we are kindred 

spirits. 

With wann good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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June 10, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I, too, would love to have the opportunity to meet you in 
per.son, First, this would give us a chance to further our own 
dialogue. Second, it would give me the opportunity to tell you 
in person how much I admire your imaginative and courageous 
leadership in the American Jewish community. 

On that latter note, let me tell you how much I appreciated 
your defense of Prime Minister Begin of about four weeks ago, 
in answer to all the poppycock that is spread about him. This 
week, more than any time in the past decade, we need articulate 
spokespersons on behalf of Israel's military posture. In other 
words, someone has to remind Anthony Lewis that Syria had no 
damn business in the first place bringing SAM-6 missiles into 
the Bekaa Valley, pointed at the heart of Israel. 

That ts off the topi°c of Ot:itreach. In reading and re-reading 
your letter to me of May 17, I must tell you that I am now even 
more of a believer . In all too many cases, the issue is: shall 
we keep people as Jewish (however tenuous that "Jewish connec­
tion" might be), or are we prepared to lose them altogether? 
I wring my hands until they turn red, lamenting that things 
have come to so sorry a pass. But lamentation won't change 
the facts; Outreach might. 

I'll share with you how much frustration I feel, as a 
pulpit rabbi, in wishing I could do more toward this end. 
People contemplating intermarriage require tremendous amounts 
of education, care, concern and passion. Just helping them 
to undo all the Jewish negatives that they have built up 
from their perceptions -- rightly or wrongly -- of stuffy 
synagogues, indifferent rabbis, etc., can be a mountainous 
burden. 

Who can take the time? I already have, thank God, a 
full-time job that keeps me quite busy. But of course I feel 
guilty when I see people for whom I believe I could do more, 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler -2- June 10, 1982 

had I had the time and energy. What we need are full-time rabbis 
and other outreach workers whose sole job it is to reach the 
intermarried, the unchurched of all faiths, and -- believe me, 
Rabbi Schindler, the numbers are overwhelming -- the Jewish 
un-synagogued. 

The synagogue community in America has not yet structured 
itself in this way. I, for one, believe that the time has come. 

Some of my reflections no doubt stem from my recent acti­
vities in working with Jewish singles in Greater Washington. 
I am taking the liberty of enclosing an article that appeared 
in Menorah in February, 1982. Since then our attendance has 
climbed from 800 to 1,000. Many of the single people who attend 
our services come up to me afterward to tell me (a form of Jewish 
confessional, no doubt) that they have not set foot inside a 
synagogue for bwenty years and more. 

Keep up your good work. 

SL:jt 
Enclosure 

Devotedly, 

/ ~ 
Stephen Listfield 
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~Bringing Single Jews To Shul-800 at a Time 
By Stephen Listfield * 

By 8:30 the synagogue lobby is already full of young 
people meeting, chatting and laughing. By 8:45, hundreds 
more have joined the ranks, standing both .inside the Syna­
gogue and on the grounds outside . And at 9 p.m., when 
the rabbi and cantor enter, 800 single people-of all ages, 
but mostly from 23 to 38-find their seats in the sanc­
tuary. 

That is the scene once a month on Friday nights, at the 
phenomenon known as the "Singles Service," at Adas 
Israel Congregation in Washington, D.C. 

And the monthly worship service is only part of the 
story. Last year our Congregation began a monthly brunch 
series for singles. The most recent brunch attracted 600 
people, to hear Congressman Tom Lantos of California. 
We have several singles' study groups in progress, among 
them a discussion group -on the Bible, a book review 
group, and-perhaps unique among Conservative syna­
gogues anywhere-a singles' study group in Hassidic 
philosophy. Our newest project is Shabbat dinners in 
singles' homes. And that, too, is off to a flying start. 

Why did Adas Israel get involved in programs for single 
people? What are the elements of a successful program for 
busy single Jews? How did our programs grow so explo­
sively? 

We got started because of some simple facts of Jewish 
life. Intermarriage today is said to be 40 percent. I have 
conducted no studies on the topic, but I do speak with a lot 
of single people. The sentiment I hear most frequently is "I 
would prefer to marry a Jewish person, but I will marry the 
person I love, whether he/she is Jewish or not." Very few 
are indifferent to the religion of their prospective mate, but 
equally few are insistent that the mate be a Jew . From this 
it seemed obvious to me that simply to make it possible for 
single Jews to meet and socialize with each other is the first 
mitzvah that is owed to our young people today. 

But we didn't look upon ourselves as a Shadchan bureau 
alone. The fact is that single Jews are as Jewish as any other 
Jews. They ought to be served. We decided that, instead of 
incapacitating ourselves in standard Jewish-community 
hand-wringing position, we would reach out in order to 
embrace as many single Jews as we could, and to meet 
them on their own terms. 

The question of how to start loomed difficult at first. 
Single people are busy. They frequently don't live by fixed 
schedules. Singles are said to travel frequently and to live 
transiently. In my perception, much of this is overstate­
ment. Nevertheless, it appeared that there was no period 
during the week that would be convenient for singles' pro­
gramming. Then we realized that the best time to reach 
singles was not during the week at all but on Shabbat, 
specifically, on Friday night . On Friday night , single people 
are looking for "something to do." And from a synagogue 
perspective, Friday night is the ideal time to welcome 
Jewish people and to provide an authentic Jewish program 
for them. "' 

Ironically, I was moved to action by reading an article 
about singles in which a Washington discoteque owner 

•Listfield is the associate rabbi of Adas Israel Congrega tion in Washing­
ton . O.C. 

maintained that 30 percent of his Friday night clientele was 
Jewish. If he could get Jews to his discoteque on Shabbat 
evening, I could get them to my Synagogue. And so we an­
nounced that Adas Israel was going to hold a service for 
single people on an upcoming Friday night (May 25, 1979). 
Despite a tornado watch that night, limited publicity, and 
our own uncertainty as to whom or what to expect, sixty 
people showed up and we knew that we had a viable idea. 

This leads us to the question of what we have done to 
build the program to its current level of 800 participants­
with the numbers increasing all the time. 

The first and probably central feature is what I call ac­
commodation. That is, I wanted to present a service that 
would meet the needs and interests of Jewish singles . Ac­
cordingly, we had a full Kabbalat Shabbat service led by a 
guitar-playing Chazzan-usually Rochelle Helzner or 
David Shneyer, spirited singers who emerged from the 
havurah movement. (Our congregation has a regular Fri­
day night service dominated by Cantor and choir; I didn't 
think the singles would respond to that.) Instead of a ser­
mon, I commented on selected prayers. And at the conclu­
sion of the service, we invited the singles to an Oneg Shah­
bat in which we tried to make everyone as comfortable as 
possible . When people are comfortable, biology takes 
over. And I believe in Jewish biology. t 

I have one message that I repeat over and over: Every­
one is welcome here. An astounding number of single peo­
ple confide in me that they don't know Hebrew, or can't 
follow the service, or, indeed, haven't been to a synagogue 
in years . We11, I don't believe in excluding. We Jews can't 
afford that. So our message is: don't worry, you'll learn; 
we are making no demands on you and we are not judging 
you. 

No doubt that a lot of single people feel awkward simply 
to come to a "singles' program." Being single myself, I 
understand this. Perhaps I even manage to subtly project 
my understanding of this feeling. Here again, I believe that 
an upbeat service, a word of encouragement, and our ex­
pressed desire to make everyone feel welcome has gone a 
long way toward reducing anxiety and stimulating singles 
to keep coming. 

The sad truth is that there exists a kind of vicious circle 
between synagogues and single Jews. The synagogues 
think that singles don't want to attend. The singles think 
that the synagoguges are not oriented to them nor inter­
ested in serving them. Of course, both sides are by and 
large correct. The time has come to shatter this mutually 
disadvantageous syndrome. 

The fact is that single people enjoy Adas Israel. Perhaps 
because so many have secretly felt excluded from organ­
ized religious life, they are all the more eager to participate 
in our synagogue's programs. At our Oneg Shabbat, the 
singles linger for an hour or more. They are enticed, to be 
sure, more by the presence of the opposite sex than by a 
sense of gratitude for the synagogue's hospitality. But the 
point is that they come, and they tell their friends (word of 
mouth is an important part of our success), and they have 
begun to involve themselves in all aspects of congrega­
tional life . 

5 



Rabbi Stephen Listfield 
Adas Israel Congregation 

May 17, 1982 

Connecticut Avenue at Porter St., N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 20008 

Letters are really not a satisfactory means of engaging in the kind of dialogue 
which you intiated. It would be much better if we would have an opportunity to 
chat in person. I'll give it a try anyway, in the hope tbbt you will understand 
that I must per force be brief. Hopefully we will have an opportunity to meet 
one of these days so that we can engage in the kind of give-and-take which your 
letter deserves. 

My Outreach program was not reported in all its fullness by the press. Only one 
point, admittedly the most dramatic point, received the attention of the media and 
as a consequence my intent was somewhat distorted. 

In brief, I see the Outreach primarily as a means as coming to grips in some 
positive manner with the problems presented to us by dramatic and continuing rise 
and the rate of Jewish inter-marriage. I reached the conclusion that in the final 
analysis there is very little that we can do to prevent it. Jewish education helps 
some; the opposition of parents and authority figures like rabbis is also a means 
for retarding that rate. Ultimately, however, inter-marriage is the sting which 
comes to us with the honey of our freedom. living in a free society we have to 
accept this reality. 

After an inter-marriage has taken place. h0\'1ever, we do have a choice. We can 
either reject the inter-married, or draw them closer to us; we can either sit shiva 
over them or we can do everything we humanly can in order to make them part of our 
community in the hope that the non-Jewish partner will ultimately become Jewish, 
oraat the very best to assure that children issuing from such a marriage will 1n 
fact be reared as Jews, sharing the destiny of our people. 

To this end, I proposed a four pronged program. 

A) To dramatically intensify the instruction of those who have detennined to be 
J~s (There is too much of a chaos in this realm and some ~mportant elements . 
relating to our peoplehood are generally ingnored in this instruction. Judaism 1s 

presented as if it were a system of thought rather than a way of life}. 



Rabbi Stephen L1stf1e1d 
May 17. 1982 
Page two. 

B} To achieve the fullest possible integration of these Jews-by-choice onee they 
are converted, they need some further support. so they have told me, during the 
first year of joining the Jewish community. They have special needs which we have 
largely ignored. As a case in point, they have given up the faith of their past, 
but they did not cut themselves off from their non-Jewish families. What should 
they do with these families, what will happen 1f they bring their children to homes 
of their non-Jewish grandparents, what should they do on Christmas and on Easter 
and the like. 

C} I would like us to make a special effort to reach out to the non-Jewish 
partne·r of mixed .. marriages where no conversion occurs, again, in the hope of gaining 
the enventual conversion of the non-Jewish partner. 

D) I think that the Jewish community and the synagogue in particular ought to 
make an effort to give some Jewish education ... schooling, camping, trips to Israel, 
etc. -- to children issufhg from mixed marriages whether or not their parents are 
members of the congregation or the comnunity. 

E) Finally I called for a general program of reaching out to the unaffiliated, 
those many seekers-after-truth who abound on the American scene. 

The above is not just a random listing of the areas in which I would like to 
function under the general rubrick of "Outreach. 11 It also sets nw priorities: 
Points 11 A'' to 11D11 first and in that order; only thereafter point "E. n 

Why did I add my call for a general pt'Ogram of Outreach? There were essent4i11y 
three reasons .. 

A) If we are going to pursue the program in its totality~ particularly the 
Outreach to the non-Jewish partners and their children, we have to accept the 
principle of a Jewish community and a Judaism which is assertive not passive. 

B) Had I eliminated the last section I would not have engendered any kind of 
discussion and I needed this discussion 1n order to call attention to the program 
in its tota11ty. I wanted the Jewish community to engage in an earnest internal 
debate to determine just how deeply we believe in the spiritual heritage of our 
people and not just in those external which give us comfort, eg. • Israel and our 
exhaulted stature here on the American scene .. 

C} I do believe that it is poss1ble to find many non-Jews who wi11 accept Judaism 
and wi11 make valuable members of our community and people. It may interest you 
to know that our preliminary investigation shows that 10% of all those presently 
converting to Judaism by all branches of our cormnunity do so for reason other than 
an inter-marriage. 



Rabbi Stephen Lfstfield 
May 17, 1982 
Pageethree. 

I enclose herewith a copy of the Task Force Report which was approved by our 
Biennial which sets forth our program in its priority. I also enclose a copy 
of a speech in which I made my original suggestions which will give you a further 
insight into my thinking. 

As I told you, this does not by any means answer all of your concerns but a 
fuller answer will have to await our meeting which, I trust, we will have in the 
not-too-distant future. 

With cordial greetings. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encls. 
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May 12, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I have long been one of your ardent admirers. I wish 
that we had more Jewish leaders of your stature and fore­
sight. In fact, we Conservative Jews could use one or two 
people like you . 

On March 6 of this year I delivered a sermon at Adas 
Israel Congregation entitled "An Open Letter to Rabbi 
Alexander M. Schindler". I am enclosing a copy to you. 

I am intrigued, but bewildered, by your famous pro­
posal to "convert the unchurched" of other religions. Per­
haps you have addressed my question many times, but I've 
never seen an answer, and I would love to receive one from you: 
Precisely whom do you propose to convert? 

What I mean is, if our Jewish outreach program brings us 
in contact with a married couple, both of whom are Gentiles, 
what happens if one spouse but not the other is receptive to 
Jewish conversion? Then, in effect, all we have done is to 
have taken a perfectly good (albeit non-Jewish) marriage, 
and converted it into an intermarriage! Now if the other 
spouse also wishes to convert, that would be very beautiful. 
But, on the more reasonable assumption that we reach one of 
the two partners, are we not just creating a problematic situa­
tion for the couple (think of the implications if they already 
have children), and for us? 

Suppose we reach an unchurched Gentile who is single, and 
we succeed in converting him or her. Here, the problem is 
less dramatic than the above paragraph, but -- surely you have 
experience with this -- this person is cut off almost alto­
gether from family , until such time as he or she ge ts married. 
That is to say, may we not assume that this person's family 
celebrates Christmas -- which we are now asking this person 
no longer to do. In brief, although religiously-cum-ideo­
logically speaking, we prefer ager tzedeck to one who is 
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obviously converting for reasons of marriage, but sociologically, I 
recognize that the latter kind of convert usually has a better entry 
into the Jewish community than the former. I am asking you if you 
agree with me, and if so, how you understand your outreach pro gram 
to work, given this dilemma. 

You see, I applaud your devotion to our faith, but I am bothered 
by the way you seem to overlook the issues of Jewish peoplehood and 
Jewish family. That there are currently many American families of 
whom some members are Jews and some are Christians is a fact that we 
have to live with; for us to go about the business of creating such 
families seems to me our way of further weakening the integration and 
integrity of the concept of mishpachah. Christians might not be 
especially bothered by this problem; I believe that we Jews are, and 
should be, bothered by it. Frankly, I am disturbed at that trend 
within America that sees religion as a private matter, an affair of 
my heart alone. This is where the democratic ideal and the Jewish 
ethos are in conflict. It may be wonderfully American, but it is 
awfully un-Jewish, for a family to have, let's say, a Methodist father, 
a Jewish mother, and a born-again Christian daughter (they're going 
after the unchurched too, after all). 

One last thought: I sometimes wonder if your outreach program is 
nothing other than the making of a virtue out of necessity1 that is, 
if you are not convincing people that instead of reluctantly, or with 
mixed feelings-:C-~ccepting as converts people planning to marry Jews, 
we are now saying that it is downright good to brin§~1 onverts to the 
Jewish fold. In this model, the outreach program is designed to 
appeal mostly to those people who would have (or might have) converted 
anyway, although, as I say, you are packaging it as a virtue rather 
than a necessity. 

There are no neat solutions. At least you are tackling the prob­
lems of alienation, assimilation and intermarriage. I'm disappointed 
in so many of my Conservative colleagues, who seem to think that by 
avoiding the words, the problems will disappear. So I doff my kipah 
to you, and I thank you in advance for what I hope will be your 
readiness to share some of your philosophies and findings with me. 

SL:jt 
Enclosure 

s;;;_,Ltr 
Stephen Listfield 



SATURDAY, MARCH 6, -1982 

"AN OPEN LETTER TO RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER" 

SOMEONE SUGGESTED THAT THE BEST SERMONS ARE THOSE IN WHICH THE 

RABBI SPEAKS TO HIMSELF, AND THE CONGREGATION, AS IT WERE, LISTENS IN, 

So THIS MORNING l AM ADDRESSING A FELLOW RABBI, A COLLEAGUE, AND l HOPE 

YOU MIGHT FIND IT INTERESTING TO EAVESDROP, THIS IS A LETTER TO RABBI 

ALEXANDER SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGA­

TIONS, AND THE LEADER OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT IN AMERICA, 

DEAR RABBI SCHINDLER: 

I APPLAUD YOU, AND THE REFORM MOVEMENT, FOR THE WAY THAT YOU ADDRESS 

CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS, AND FOR YOUR INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO THEM, You 

HAVE HELPED TO MAKE REFORM JUDAISM EXCITING, YouR NEWEST PROJECT, IN­

VOLVING $25 MILLION TO RECORD DOCUMENTARIES, ~ FILMS, TV PROGRAMS AND 

INTERVIEWS WITH JEWISH LEADERS, WILL NO DOUBT BE OF INCALCULABLE ADVANTAGE 

TO JEWISH EDUCATION, BY THE WAY, l HAVE A GOOD FRIEND, A WELL-KNOWN 

JEWISH ARTIST IN POTOMAC, WHO LOOKS GREAT ON FILM, AND I'M SURE HE'D · 

LOVE TO DO IT, 

MAY I SHARE SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT ANOTHER MAJOR ENTERPRISE OF YOURS, 

THE PROJECT TO REACH OUT TO NON-JEWS THROUGHOUT AMERICA, IN ORDER TO 

"CONVERT THE UNCHURCHED," IT HAS BEEN CALLED RABBI SCHINDLER'S PROGRAM 

OF "JEWISH MISSIONIZING," 

THIS IDEA WAS CONTROVERSIAL WHEN YOU FIRST PROPOSED IT A COUPLE OF 

YEARS AGO, AND IT REMAINS SO, EVEN AS YOU CONTINUE TO CLARIFY IT IN YOUR 

CHARACTERISTICALLY THOUGHTFUL MANNER, 

You HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT YOU ARE NOT SEEKING A "TRAVELLING RELIGIOUS ,., 

CIRCUS," NOR EVANGELICAL JEWISH BIBLE-THUMPING PREACHERS, YouR POINT IS 

WELL-TAKEN THAT THERE ARE MANY CHRISTIANS IN AMERICA WHO ARE NOT SATISFIED 
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WITH THEIR CHURCHES, AND WHO MIGHT FIND SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE IN JUDAISM, 

You ARE RIGHT IN REMINDING PEOPLE THAT CONVERSION IS AN HONORABLE, AND 

GOOD, PART OF JEWISH RELIGION, AND l'M GLAD THAT YOU WANT YOUR OUTREACH 

TO TOUCH JEWISH PEOPLE AS WELL, 

So, I AGREE WITH VIRTUALLY ALL THAT YOU SAY, Bur I WOULD PUT THE 

LAST POINT FIRST, AND THE FIRST POINTS LAST: LET'S HAYE OUTREACH TO 

JEWS, BEFORE WE MISSIONIZE THE CHRISTIANS, 

You RECALL THAT CANDIDE, IN VOLTAIRE'S MASTERPIECE, HAS ADVENTURES 

AROUND THE WORLD, DURING WHICH HE PROCLAIMS HOW GREAT EVERYTHING ELSE IS, 

Bur HE FINALLY STOPS HIMSELF, AND THE BOOK CONCLUDES, "MAIS, IL FAUT CULTIYER 

NOTRE JARDIN" -- FIRST WE HAD BETTER TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN BACKYARD, 

RABBI SCHINDLER, ... .. -:SW~'CONYERff..~;1:E~€N·'FI ~ 
f;Af" r 

LET'S ~TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN BACKYARD, THERE'S SO MUCH TO BE DONE, 

No ONE IS MORE CONCERNED THAN YOU ARE ABOUT THE DEFICIENCIES IN 

JEWISH LEARNING THAT WE FIND EVERYWHERE IN AMERICA, 

SPEAKING OF CONVERSIONS AND THE RELATIVE MERITS OF RELIGIONS, WE KNOW 

THAT CHRISTIANITY OFFERS INSTANT SALVATION FOR THE BELIEVER, WHILE JUDAISM 

SAYS 3 1t>f> ~ -t ~ P .Y kJ -- "AN UNLEARNED PERSON CAN NOT BE PIOUS," 

AND YET, LET'S LOOK AT JEWISH EDUCATION I N OUR TEMPLES AND SYNAGOGUES, 

WE SEE OUR CHILDREN FOR FOUR OR FIVE HOURS A WEEK, AND SOME OF OUR 

CONGREGANTS THINK THAT IS TOO MUCH, CAN WE REALLY DO AN EFFECTIVE JOB 
s 

WITH OUR OWN KIDS IN THOSE FEW HOURS? 

AND WHAT HAS GONE ON IN OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS DURING THOSE FEW HOURS? 

FOR MANY YEARS WE HAD CAPTURED OUR CHILDREN'S BODIES, BUT NOT THEIR SOULS, 

NOT THEIR SENSES, NOT THEIR IMAGINATIONS, 
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l WAS DEPRESSED WHEN I READ A STUDY OF JEWISH CHILDREN WHO GREW UP 

IN THE 1950s. THE STUDY REPORTED THAT AS ADULTS IN THE LATE /Os THE GROUP 

THAT HAD RECEIVED NO JEWISH EDUCATION WERE MORE AFFIRMATIVELY JEWISH THAN 

THE GROUP THAT HAD RECEIVED AFTERNOON SCHOOLING IN OUR TEMPLES, 

HAPPILY, VIRTUALLY EVERYONE AGREES THAT JEWISH EDUCATION IN THE 

AFTERNOON SCHOOLS IS VASTLY BETTER NOW THAN IT WAS TWENTY OR THIRTY YEARS 

AGO, THE RISE OF . JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS IS A MARVELOUS PHENOMENON, WE'VE GOT 

SOME REMARKABLY TALENTED AND CREATIVE EDUCATORS OUT THERE, Bur WE'VE 

STILL GOT SUCH A LONG WAY TO GO, SHOULD WE CHASE AFTER CHILDREN OF OTHER 

RELIGIONS, WHEN IN OUR TEMPLES WE HAVE KIDS GRADUATING CONFIRMATION CLASS, 
" -NOT EVEN KNOWING THEIR HEBREW NAMES, OR THAT MITZRAYIM MEANS EGYPT? 

LET'S BUILD UP OUR OWN SCHOOLS, OUR OWN CAMPS, OUR OWN EDUCATIONAL 
- -

STRUCTURES, THEN PERHAPS WE CAN SEEK TO CONVERT OTHERS, 

AND I'M NOT TALKING JUST ABOUT CHILDREN, THE GENERATION OF JEWS WHO 

ARE OLDER THAN I BUT YOUNGER THAN YOU -- THAT IS CALLED "THE LOST GENERA­

TION," FIFTY PERCENT OF THOSE JEWS ARE UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY SYNAGOGVE, 

How MUCH TORAH, HOW MUCH YIDDISH, HOW MUCH JEWISH LOYALTY, HAVE WE LOST 

IN ONE OR TWO GENERATIONS! 

You KNOW OF DR. MORTIMER ADLER, THE DISTINGUISHED EDITOR OF THE GREAT 

BOOKS SERIES, IN A RECENT RADIO PROGRAM WITH BOOK EDITOR MARTIN GROSS, 

ADLER ANNOUNCED THAT HE HASN'T BEEN INSIDE A SYNAGOGUE SINCE HIS BAR 

MITZVAH, THEN THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OCCURRED, WHICH I QUOTE DIRECTLY: 

ADLER: "I CHOOSE AS MY TEXT A STATEMENT BY CHRIST AFTER THE RECITATION 

OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, CHRIST SAYS, 'THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD 

WITH ALL THY HEART AND WITH ALL THY MIND AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, THIS IS 

THE FIRST AND GREATEST COMMANDMENT, THE SECOND IS LIKE IT: THOU SHALT 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF, UPON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL THE 

LAW AND PROPHETS,'" 
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GROSS: "DOESN'T THIS FOLLOW DIRECTLY FROM HEBREW THEOLOGY?" 

ADLER: "Do JUSTICE, LOVE MERCY AND WALK HUMBLY WITH THY GoD~IS ONE 

OF THE GREAT PROPHETIC HEBREW SAYINGS, Bur THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS ARE 

CHRIST'S, THAT'S WHY . IT IS CALLED .. THE NE'W LAW, THE OLD LAW INCLUDES 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND ALL THE DETAILED CEREMONIAL PRECEPTS,, ~'t!'Tt-<!~ .. 
.:..--..J ,.... n .... , ~.-"'-"~ ~~ 
JUITr"I:1t:tt~ ,,_ . . 

(NOT "CHRIST") WAS QUOTING THE JEWISH BIBLE, 14~ 10 ,CT, IIE ~f~~B~ 
~~~ , 

Now HERE WE HAVE TWO JEWS WHO ARE EXTREMELY EDUCATED AND SOPHISTICATED 

MEN, AND THEY LITERALLY DON'T KNOW THE FIRST THING ABOUT JUDAISM, So, 

MY DEAR RABBI SCHINDLER, YOU GO CONVERT MORTIMER ADLER, AND I'LL CONVERT 

MARTIN GROSS, AND WHEN WE HAVE MADE JEWS OUT OF JEWS, THEN I'LL FEEL MORE 

INCLINED TO TRY TO MAKE JEWS OUT OF CHRISTIANS, 

AND, SPEAKING AS ONE RABBI TO ANOTHER, ARE THE TEMPLES AND THE 

JEWISH INSTITUTIONS AND THE RABBIS AND LAY LEADERS DOING ALL THAT WE 

SHOULD FOR JEWISH PEOPLE, BEFORE WE CONVERT OTHER PEOPLE? 

I ADMIRE YOU FOR USING THE TERM "OUTREACH", You NOT ONLY SAY IT; 

YOU DO IT, Bur HOW MANY OF OUR INSTITUTIONS ARE DOING OUTREACH TO ELDERLY 

JEWS, ESPECIALLY TO WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS, WHO MAY LIVE ALONE FOR THE LAST 

TWENTY OR THIRTY YEARS OF THEIR LIVES? WHAT ABOUT OUTREACH TO SINGLE 

JEWS, IN DANGER OF INTERMARRYING? OUTREACH TO YOUNG MARRIED JEWS, TRYING 

TO GET STARTED IN LIFE? WHAT ABOUT OUTREACH TO DIVORCED JEWS, WHAT ABOUT 

OUTREACH TO HELP THE MANY PROBLEMS OF JEWISH SINGLE PARENTS? AND WHAT 

ABOUT OUTREACH TO ALL~THOSE JEWS WHO HAVE BEEN TURNED OFF TO JUDAISM? 

You'RE INVOLVED IN THESE AREAS, MANY MORE OF us COULD BE INVOLVED, 
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, JEWS CAN'T AFFORD THE LUXURY OF NOT RE:ACHl NG .OUT; . WE NEED EACH OTHER TOO 

MUCH, AND SO l WOULD SUBMIT TO YOU THAT WE DO OUTREACH TO THE UNAFFILIATED 

AND THE UNCARED-FOR JEWS BEFORE WE DO OUTREACH TO THE UNCHURCHED CHRIST­

IANS, WE'VE GOT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF OUR OWN TO .REACH, 

FINALLY, l SUGGEST THAT WE START A PROGRAM FOR JEWISH PASSION, 

BECAUSE UNLESS WE TREAT JUDAISM AS THE MOST EXCITING AND MOST STIMULATING 

PART OF OUR OWN LIVES, HOW CAN WE PRESUME TO PROMOTE IT FOR SOMEONE 

ELSE'S LIFE? 

YET l WORRY THAT WE ARE LACKING IN PASSIONATE JEWS, WE HAVE JEWISH 

LEADERS, WHO ARE USUALLY SELF-APPOINTED, THEY HOLD MEETINGS, WHICH ARE 

ENDLESS, AND AT WHICH THEY USUALLY COME TO THE FIRM DECISION THAT THEY 

SHOULD HOLD ANOTHER MEETING, 

Bur WHERE TODAY IS AN ELIJAH, TO THUNDER FROM A MOUNTAINTOP THAT GOD 

IS REAL? WHERE IS AN AKIVA, TO REJOICE UNCEASINGLY THAT HE LIVED FOR 

GOD AND COULD EVEN DIE FOR GoD? WHERE IS OUR BAAL SHEM Tov, WHO SAW 

EVERY PIECE OF NATURE AS PART OF THE GRAND AND INCONTESTABLE PROOF THAT 

GOD LOVES US, AND THAT WE MUST THEREFORE LOVE EACH OTHER WITH A LOVE 

THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES, 

WHERE, RABBI SCHINDLER, IS THE PASSION? 

Bur I WRITE THESE WORDS NOT OUT OF DESPAIR BUT OUT OF GREAT OPTIMISM, 

You AND I KNOW THAT JEWISH EDUCATION TODAY IS BETTER THAN IT EVER WAS IN 

THE UNITED STATES, WE KNOW THAT YOUNG JEWS ARE RETURNING TO THEIR ROOTS, 

WE KNOW THAT THERE IS AN INTENSE SPIRITUAL YEARNING WHICH USED TO BRING 

JEWISH KIDS -- NOT UNCHURCHED CHRISTIANS, BUT JEWISH KIDS -- TO SUN YUNG 

MOON, OR ,~AS THE WASHINGTON PosT RECENJLY REPORTE , BUT 

WHICH NOW BRINGS THOSE JEWISH KIDS TO THE BIBLE, AND TO ISRAEL, AND TO 

RABBIS AND REBBES AND JEWISH TEACHERS, 
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IF THIS GENERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE ARE FURTHER THAN ANY OTHER 

GENERATION FROM THE REVELATION AT SINAI, I SAY THAT THEY ARE CLOSER 

THAN ANY OTHER GENERATION TO THE COMING OF THE MASHIACH, I AM AN 

UNCONTROLLABLE OPTIMIST, 

THE CHIEF RABBI OF GREAT BRITAIN, ~ IMMANUEL JACOBOVITS, SAYS 

THAT THE SIMPLEST JEW' OF THE MIDDLE AGES HAD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 

HOW WONDERFUL IT IS TO BE JEWISH, THAN THE MOST OUTSTANDING JEWISH 

LEADERS OF TODAY DO, 

OUR JOB, THEN, IS TO RE-DISCOVER THE WONDER OF BEING JEWISH; TO 

STUDY IT, AND TO LIVE AND FEEL THE PASSION OF IT, IF WE DO THAT, .« &f'I 
~ ' 

~~E WI LL ATTRACT THE INTEREST o·F SOME UNCHURCHED PEOPLE OF OTHER FAITHS, 

/cCf'}rJ WE WILL DO THE WORK OF THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH IN HELPING 

TO MAKE GoD'S NAME ONE THROUGHOUT THE EARTH, 

AND UNTIL THAT DAY COMES, WE WILL AT LEAST RE-CLAIM OUR OWN PURPOSE 

IN BEING JEWS, AND WE WILL, EACH ONE OF US, BE AN ELIJAH OR AN AKIBA; 
, 

OR A BAAL SHEM Tov, FINDING GoD's TREASURES UNDER EVERY ROCK, AND DIS-

COVERING GoD's SPARKS IN THE SOULS OF ALL His CREATURES. --
MAY YOUR WORK BE BLESSED, 

SINCERELY, 

STEPHEN LISTFIELD 

I 



Anril 22, 1982 

D,:ar Mary Lynn: 

Thank you so much for arrc'n('Tlna tr.e meetinq with Jim Foster. 
I am deeply gra efu f.or your concern and your support. 

I thought th~ meetin~ was most interesting and helpful. I 
am looking forwarii to hearinq further fror.i -Jim but believe 
it was a fine ~r~lirninary sesgion. 

Fondest rc~~rJ~ ~a you and Nick. 

Ms. M.ary Lynn Kot?: 
55".8 MortcroIT1ery 
Chevy Crace, MD 20015 

Sincerely, 

Alc:-,ander rt. Schindler 



l'ir. James H. Foster 
Executive Vice President 
Brouillard Conununicr-tions 
J. Nalter Thompson 
420 Lexinqton Avenu~ 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Mr. :E'ostm:-: 

April 22, 1982 

It was delightful meeting 7ou and I thank you for your 
warm and gracious hospitality 

I found our Heeting to '.-::,e rrrost hc.ln~ul and I lool: -::or~ 
ward to hea ring £ron you. :~mr counsel is much appre­
ciated. 

With thcmks c::.ncl warmest reaaras, I ?..m 

3inceraly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Linda S. Gordon, Ed.D. 
1656 Comanche Road 
Arnold, Maryland 21012 

Dear Dr. Gordon: 

December 18, 1931 

Your letter of November 18 finally reached me after my 
return from Boston. Sorry to be so lace in answering it, 
but I had no other choice. 

I take it tl at you were .:it the Biennial and heard my 
response to your rabbi's pleint. I'm very much concerned 
with the problem 1,hich you raised and I thinl- that l"fith 
intelligence an: f0rcsig~t it can Le overcome. 

With warm good wisLes, I a1:. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Linda S. Gordon, Ed.D. 
1656 Comanche Road 
Arnold, Maryland 21012 

Dear Dr. Gordon: 

November 30, 1981 

Your letter of November 18 reached Rabbi Schindler in the 
midst of his preparation for the UAHC Biennial in Boston. 
Lest you think that he is ignoring you, I am writing to 
advise that he will give your letter his attention on his 
return from the Biennial . You will be hearing from him at 
a later date. 

Please tell George that Judy and Jon are having a wonderful 
experience at Kaar Blum. Their letters and tapes are 
exceedingly good. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
6 River Lane 
Westport, Connecticut 06880 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

1656 Comanche Road 
Arnold. Maryland 21012 
November 18, 1981 

I have just learned that .six new member families have 
joined our temple this year. Three of those families are 
mixed marriages. In addition we have another ten or twelve 
mixed marriages within the congregation. These families 
constitute a minimum of ten per cent within our congregation. 
This may seem a positive situation when one thinks of all 
the possible gentiles we may be able to~ outreach" from 
all of this, but if this ls to be the trend in reform 
Judaism does that mean that in five or six years my husband 
and I who are both Jewish will be in the minority in our own 
synogogue? 

Like many other temples our by-laws have given full 
membership rights to our gentile members. As you know this 
entitles them to vote on the hiring of our rabbi or the 
termination of our rabbi's contract. They can vote on all 
ritual issues which might come up before the congregation. 
They can help decide for us among other things how Shabbat 
is to be celebrated in our synogogue. They can be trustees. 
Indeed, a gentile in our congregation can be president. 

Some of our parents wanted to send their Christian 
children to our religious school. Fortunately, this was 
defeated by our board of trustees, although by a narrow 
margin. H9.ving Christian children in our religious schools 
creates many adverse affects on our children: it may inhibit 
our teachers by making them choose their words too carefully 
for the benefit of the non-Jews in the cla~sroom; also, the 
subject of Jesus cannot be avoided when Christian children 
sit in a religious school classroom. How should a teacher 
respond to the Jewish children when during a discussion of 
the succah a gentile child announces that is where Jesus 
was borne2 In addition, the importance of Jewish contact 
with other Jewish children cannot be underestimated. There 
1s no place other than the religious school cl~ssroom where 
our children can meet other Jewish children their own age 
on a regular basis. 
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Another issue which just came up and was al~o defeat­
ed by a narrow margin was the question of whether or not 
Christian children of members can join our youth group. When 
I objected to having Christian children in the youth group, 
the Jewish husband of a religious, churchgoing gentile inform­
ed me that his wife was every bit as much a temple member as 
I was and therefore their Christian child was entitled to be 
a member of our youth group. I had to admit to him that 
according to our by-laws he was correct about his wife's 
membership. Our board action on the matter of the youth group 
was offensive to them---and the whole idea of Christians 
having equal rights in my temple is offensive to me. Changing 
our by-laws is the only answer---but, because we already have 
so many mixed marriages it would be such a sensative matter 
we would probably lose many families if we made an issue of 
it now. Yet, if this trend continues, we will never be able 
to change our by-laws. 

We live in a non-Jewish area. at most we are .6% of 
the population where our only possible Jewish surroundings 
can be our homes and our synogogue. Unfortunately, we are 
beginning to change the composition of our sysnogogue so 
that we are no longer welcoming mixed marriages into a 
Jewish environment. We are on · the way to becoming a mixed­
marriage environment. Those Jewish families who want to feel 
comfortable in Jewish surroundings are beginning to find less 
than that from their synogogues. I think we must begin to ask 
ourselves what affect this outreach program is having on the 
Jewish families in our synogogues and whether or not we are 
risking the chance of losing them. 

Linda s. Gordon, Ed.D. 



Irwin S. Eskwith, M.D. 
Pinnell Street 
Ripley, WV 25271 

Dear Dr. Eskwith: 

December 15, 1981 

It was good hearing from you and I appreciate your candor in regard to your inability to support the Reform Jewish Appeal this year. It is my fond hope that circumstances will change for the better in the very near future. 

The Outreach program of the UAIIC is moving along beautifully. At the recent Riennial the Report of the Task Force and various res­olutions submitted were passed by the assembly. I enclose herewith a copy ff the report which will be of interest to you. I also enclose a copy of my president's message which makes reference to our work in Outreach. 

At the Biennial a superb film on Outreach created by the UAHC was viewed by the delegates and it received a very positive response. Further in£ormation on this film will be sent to all congregations shortly. In addition, we have recently published a book by Lydia Kukoff, Task Force Program Consultant, Choosing Judaism which will be of inestimable help to people who have chosen Judaism as well as their families, Jewish and non-Jewish alike. She has also edited a Program Guide for Reform Jewish Outreach and I encloseda copy herewith. 

So, as you can see, we are moving forward and enriching our manifold programs in the area of Outreach. It is an important aspect of our work and it has become obvious to me that even while we are providing assistance for Jews-by-Choice and those who seek to choose Judaism, we are at the same time creating new educational tools for all Jews. 

With appreciation for your interest and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



IRWIN S. ESKWITH, M.D. 

PINNELL STREET 

RIPLEY. WEST VIRGINIA 25271 

PHONE 304-372-2681 

December 8, 1981 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 5th. Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 
.. 

I have not given to the refqrmed Jewish Appeal this year, because 
of financial problems, but I hope to do so in the future. About a 
year ago, you started a project that was very fascinating. The project 
was converting people to Judaism. Do you have any information avail­
able to show the progress of this project and whether it is still 
being pursued? If so, I would be delighted to receive it. Thank you 
for your courtesy. 

Sincerely, 

~kwi[P/
1

·,D 

ISE/dke 
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rs. artin Kriesberg 
5805 Tanglewood Drive 
Bethesda, MD. 20034 

Dear Harriet: 

.... 

May 5, 1980 

It ,as ovely meeting you and Martin chis week-end. I hope you found 
the mep,tings to be stimulating a11d helpful. Yc,ur own participation was 
mea11ingful and you made sane ver.v fi 1e suggestions. 

Y u w-n l raca11 we spoke of the program o the Task Force on Reform 
Jewish Outreach. Mary Lynn Kotz:. a member of Wash"ington Hebrew Congre­
gation, 'is on the Task Force and can probably share with you sor1c of 
the exciting programs ~hich are just beginning to come out as c.1 result 
of t 1e creat·i on of this Task Fore . 

The Task Force is directed by Rabbi Sanford Seltzer~ the UAHC's Director 
of Synagogue Research ancl Plc.:nnin.1. llis office is in the process of 
movi11g and his te~1 orary address ·j s: 

c/o Cong. Ohabei Shalom 
118:' Beacon Street 
Brookline, MA. 02146 

617- 277-1655 

He, an provide information on the fuller program of the Ta.sk Force and 
pos 1ble personnel should your congregation desire to undertake a pro­
gr,m geared to Outreach. 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



Rabbi l?J.exMder. M. Schindler December 31, 1981 

Mary Lynne Kotz 

ltzar 

As you k.-iow, a great: deal of mail comes acrosa ll.'f':{ deok socldng inforn-:a.tion 
on Jurl.ais1 • Conie coe1Cs :fr non·~Jc,·10, oo~e frcr:.t new-Jews and very often 

..i..arnil·v mc::1r.bel:' 1:rite in bGhalf. of new in-law:,, etc. 

How th .. "t ·n~ h,. •1c Outroach Coordinators in most of our regions, I will be 

se:.."lt..in9 'chcoe .r~quust!l w.rcc'i:.ly to tho particl.1.lar :::e, ion. I am deligl-.ted 

-~J...1 you will ·"' serv-in-; as OOC\r<linatc:.: for O\.\r r,Jj._d•-1-i.tl.,,:lti.r: Co1..mcil nna 

hv\.X'; that 10\, fir:C: yo·.x1: 11_w :c..,.:.-on~iL ... .;...:_i.:;:, o !..ic rx~....ri.:l:.gi:"u~. v.d ft~lfill-

1 j:.1. ' ... :.t"; 13:r.\.cl~~C(t le-:.t~z· i ..... ~cl.r-e~~!"'!l .... ~'l'-4 _Q?, .. _l,. 

Ly ncH yci:. sh(,:J.ld l,,,rll'e .:, co:nf !.;tc :.ibr ~1 c! r:iatc:.~,'ll:: to she.re '.':-ith 

s~ek.inq information. By means of a c:ik'y ,yf. this memo to Sandy, I am 
hi.I. to u ~I;!' ce:?: • .ti.11 that. you de indeed ha,,e bulk co~ieo of materials 

wiJ l hel1.:-, yot\ ·co ,.3..;iist. tho ... e c.cd.i:--lg ou1.· hcl .. :: a.11~. i.:.fc::=~-!::.lon. 

those 
asking 
hi.ch 



1'.i". 1:::c,go:ty ,J. Qur.senber:ry 
l-5 1 i_lai~ s·~1·ei1::t 

2 210 

Dear l lr. Quesenberry: 

noea'l':l.ber 31, 1")81 

'l:'h nL you for yow: :..1;ttE:r o ~· De .. et·:l;.e;. ;.c. e. q;)i·.a,adng a:'l inturest in 

l'-'.w.ni.,9 Dvr.:a about .Juru.ist, a:11' t.1-te J wi-s,. ~ o~-.1e. 

r ~ • oh~'-:•; ·ou3.• :;::e:qt..cst w.ith I:.;. •• ,-.-1 :r,:.rnnu ::.otz, Outreach C0-
0,:1.lilictt.or ro.r oux Mic,-~tJ.antlc CoU!!Cil, which includes the State (lf 
Vl.c,;i:..·ii,,. :;: .hln ~=·~fr,•J :.el.' to cosi;;J.t~~: y )\i wi~ \ l, f<">,-::,~tior- a' tt 

~:,;,:., ..... d pai.:i.phl~t:.:l ,1ld:.:h ,,d:..l !l~J.,1_1 ~•:m in . '.'lur ~sil:',: t.,:, J.,'la.....i 
;ih_;iut; Judui:;,t..t. 

cc: Ms;. Mary r.ynne Kotz 
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Ms. Millicent Dodge 
5495 Cedar Lane 
Columbia, MD. 21044 

Dear Ms. Dodge: 

• 

March 5, 1979 

It really is wonderful to receive your letters and the various 
clippings you have been kind enough to share. In some instances 
they are items which I h Jve not seen and thus I am truly grate­
ful for your thoughtfulness. Per your request, I am returning 
herewith the clippings you sent recently. 

As I read your comments on events I can't help but think what a 
remarkable person you are. Your thoughts processes and under­
standing are superb. It would be wonderful to have an oppor­
tuiity to meet your personally and I hope that I will have that 
pleasure one day. 

I was very pleased to have your reaction to our Adventures in 
Judaism series and thank you for lett,ag me know of your appre­
ciation of this program. 

With every good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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March 5, 1979 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

A wonderful woman from Columbia, Maryland has been 
writing to me since she read the reports of my Board 
address. Her first letter was signed with the indi­
cation that she is a "WASP." She sends me clippings 
on the Middle East and Energy etc. and is a marvelous 
"pen Pel. "as I recall she is in her eightiest 

The enclosed from her last letter will interest you: 

"I have meant to express my appreciation before for the 
Adventures in Judaism program, which I have long followed, 
and whic~ this past Saturday presented a program on 
Proverbs, refreshing so satisfactorily my recollections 
from childhodd hours of church attendance plus the 
beautiful music." 



February 21, 1979 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

With the news about Iran, plus whatever Brown's prouncements 

mean, I thought you might be interested in several pages from an 

article in Esquire, l/30J79, on Sad~~haven't already 

seen it. The most of it didn~interest ~dis too much to 
"w'/.~ A 

enclose in a regular en~lo~e, but the latter part, which I do 
I\ 

enclose,. I found rather suggestive. Pondering the content, I 

began to feel that the Israelis might be the only salvation for 

Sadat! Perhaps be the way to ensure him the immortality he 

czaves for saving his country and people1 Pe~h he 'ght be 
~~~ ~-~ 

realistic enough to grasp such a line thrown him? e fsra 
4 

have done a terrific job in their country, with the same possibilities 

as the Arabs~ which they did not use,,. and achieved the prosperity .... 

and satisfactions for their people, including those from very much 

less privil g~l~s, t t Sadat has to be aware his people are 

looking fo, an may opple the whole Egyptian setup /if they don' t 

g::r Such a cooperat~t might loosen Sadat's pressure from 

other Arab countriesf~y handicapping him in the efforts he 

knows he has to make to achieve ¢his personal goals , and migh t even 

lessen his thirst fo r t he last grain o f s and o f what he per ceives 
~~~J&j 

as Egyptian or Arab land, especially the Si nai peninsu11•ahd t ne,ra . , 

Bank, which I c annot s ee s afety f o r Israe l in giving up . 

Not being at a ll economics minded , with a C- for- ch a rity in 

colloge in that field, and with not much f urther illumination since 

then, in spite of my efforts a nd those o f a dministration and med ia 

specialists, I further enclose an article on the IMF from the 

Saturday Review, 2/3/79, which I believe is relevant. I have 

also read several light novels in the field, which may have fed 
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my ideas on the scene.They were The Masada Plln, ~ the Rivers of 

Babylon, the most interesting, not to say suspenseful• ~The 

• 
Jew Today, King of the Jews, and the New York Times Magazmne 

article on Einstein of the previous Sund~y, etc. ..1,.;. - - e,/ r .. 7:.. 
_/:/\ T:t~ ... ~ 0 ~ '. /( ~ '4.0 ..,IIVP"7 

Additionally, perhaps in a positive dlrection} I believe 

the following may represent a slow seepage of the fasts of life 

in this muddy world situation in which we find ourselves.(Maybe 

Khomeini has cleared away some of the fog?) For instance, that 

"skimming" is no longer acceptable, large or small, social or 

econorniG? That "human rights" is more than keeping political 

prisoners unincarcerated and alive somehow? That largesselrom 

Mexican gas might R«X benefit, not only east coast economics, 

bt),UI ~~ 
(gas increase~for home heating 279%) but foreign relations? ~ 

/. --~·· 
That maQe farmers' problems are not solved by set-aside suppo tl 

which principally benefit "old boy" Southern families and their 

families? That ~he Pied Piper of Hamlin might be applied to 

the failure, from personal and corporate greed, DFTER THE !ltj'54I 
IP 

DECISION ON CIVIL RIGHTSJ to implement that decision? ,:.tc., etc. 

\if/ as •' 

1/ I b.ru2..e I don't appear/a know-it-all passing out woods of wisdom;• 
as 

or what might seem like them to me, but only/an odds-and-ends 

writer, member of a mass of comparatively literate members of 

the populace who I think are noticing and speaking up, as they will 

probably continue to do, more and more? 

I have meant oo express my appreciation before for the Adventuees 

in Judams~ program, which I have long followed, and which this past 

Saturday presented a program on Proverbsf refreshing so satis­

factorily my recollection5from childhood hours of church attendance, 

plus the beautiful music. 

Millice-it Dodge, 5495 Cedar Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21044 

Jf ~~ ~~Jk-wAY ;;:J:£tfl~7:1_~~-) 



February 27, 1979 
..... 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Do please forgive• my writing this letter on top of the 

proceeding one. But events are moving so fast! I~m so glad 

to hear today that the Israeli Cabinet takes the responsibility 

of stopping Sadat's little game. 

T' eng\; comment, of this morning's news', about "the Cubans of 

South-East Asia,? touched a vein, along with my recollection of 

~ ~ . the phrase, "T~e C dm~~ thl ews of Asio_" The original authorship 

of this is un~ . ~ ribners does put out a Dictionary of 

t he History of Ideas , which the Gra duate Lib rary ?f t he U. of Md . 

has , but t hat's a "furj piece 'j and:-4the r e fere~~~ng ~ 
~.)t- ~~ -b· L,~ ~ 

grown weary of my queri e s, l#lf t at will have t6 wait a i:ht. 
A 

What I'm getti ng to , and please forg ive any untoward e diting 

lacks ( as in also my last letter} is the possibility of T'eng ~.,,J 
~~ f.}) -.J' "<.;; 

and the Israelis getting together! China has land f"personnel~~~ 

untold natural resourceslsuch as oil, for instance) and Israed 
"" ... h...,ct~ ~dl•"~4 ~ 

has~ tecnniqJ~, along with ieveraI~~e ~~a~, hopefully leading 

to pre-eminence? To say nothing of the mutual respect for the 

pastl, which, according to Whitman, Pound~eans all in 

achieving in the present. That i~t~~ Testament and 

C f ' ' ,~,4~ f h' d 'd on ucius, are as one in~-expression o istory an i easJ '<! &I 

' \A~~t Confucius, with h is "write it new" and the Old Tes tament writers , 

(0- ·.,.n }f f "write it real? " 
{(\' ~ : ~ ::a • 
~ ><fJ \'.\ IJ' .( ~ 'De ar me, what a res pons ibility t rying to r un the worl d ! But 

,~ '(ti tJ"" ~~ J ..,f, ( " ne t lnks of t a t oldie/, "Why does a "'og have flees?• o hich 
• ",x;-J\,,J'\1 ' • ~ 

11
~ .. ,r 't,1" ~ • t he answer obvious ly is, "To eep from worry;" about e ing a do ? " 

!JI' o~· ,t (ti~ ' .. }v" ~:Jt- ' llicent Dodge , 5 (.\5 Ce ar Lane, Coluntbia , Marylana 21 04V 

¢-~ ~Jr,_~ - ~ t>~ 
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