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Sommer Whitmarsh 
284 LaPrele Drive 
Douglas, WY 82633 

Dear Sommer: 

November 15, 
5 Kislev 

1993 
5754 

°0 

Please forgive the informality but I am do not know if you 
are a young woman or young man so I address you on this 
informal basis. 

Unfortunate l y, Reform Judaism has but one synagogue in 
Wyoming, in Laramie which is quite a distance from you. It 
is also very small and does not have a rabbi to whom I 
might direct you for counselling. I shall, however, 
share your letter with our Outreach Coordinator in St. 
Louis, the , seat of our UAHC Midwest Council. The address 
is 10425 Old Olive Street Road, St. Louis, MO 63141 -
telephone: ( 314) 997-7655. Our synagogu es in Boulder and 
Denver, Colorado are a part of that Council and they 
appear to be the closest temples with rabbis to whom you 
might turn for guidance, if only by mail or telephone. 

Enclosed herewith are some materials on Reform Judaism as 
well as our Outreach program. If you are interested in 
any of the books listed for our Outreach Library they can 
be ordered as noted on the form. You might also see what 
books on Judaism might be available in your public 
library. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 

\ 



284 LaF'reie Dr. 

Douglas, W1 82633 

November 2, 1993 

Presioent Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

union ot American Hebrew Congregations 

New 1ork, Ni 10021 

Dear President Schindler: 

I understand tnat you are the president of the 

I wou. ·1 d ·1 i to: e to ·1 e cfn more about the cnu.rcr1 so 

1 can decide 1+ I want to Join. I have not gone to churcn 

in a long while, for I can ' t find a Jewish church in my 

Please help me 1n my quest , and send me information 

about your congregation. I would appreciate 1t very much. 

Sincerely, 

-~~.~~~ 
Sommf2r v-Jh i trn.::i.rsh 

I 
\ 

' 



RABBI .-\LEXANDER ,\1 SCHl::S.:DLER • UN ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRES IDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YO RK . N Y 10021 

August 7, 1992 
8 Av 5752 

t
Marsha Luhrs 

l Outreach 
Midwest Council - UAHC 
10~25 Old Olive Street Road 
Suite 205 
st. Louis, ~o 631 ➔ 1 

Dear Marsha: 

12121 249-0 100 

Thank you for your thoughtful note. 
it. 

I much apprecia ted 

Your D' var Torah was well conceived and presented. I 
admire it. As you can imagine, the work o f Outreach is 
very important to me and I am glad that it is in such 
competent hands. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





. 
' Midvvest Council 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
10425 Old Olive Street Road, Suite 205 

St. Louis, Missouri 63141 -5923 
(314) 997-7566 

,m, , FAX (314) 997-4041 
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r 
P' va_r T_orap 

Korach, Numbers Ch. 16: 1-18:32 
Outreach Staff Meeting 

June 29, 1992/28 Sivan 5752 
Harsha Luhrs, Midwest Regional Outreach Coordinator 

This week's parsha Korach, is from the Book of Numbers Ch. 16 through lE. It describes the rebellion against Hoses and Aaron led by Korach, a Levi te and his two co-conspirators Dathan, and Abiram. members of the tribe of Reuben. This was the most serious :-ebe2.l1or: t.hat f acec Moses and haron in the 40 years of wanderings. This is a very dramatic and powerful portion with many seemingly unnatural events o~ miraculous acts of God occuring. 

The rebels basic complaint or 
should Moses and Aaron be 
congregation is holy?" 

challenge to the Israelites was "Why 
placed above you, for the entire 

While the Bible is silent about Korach's motives, traditional Jewish commentaries see Korach _as a villain - power hungry and desiring only to elevate himself into a position of high authority. 

The Interpreter's Bible however sees this as a revolt against what the Israelites felt was the political and economic dictatorship of Moses. They say Korach's motive was to achieve religious and political 
democracy for th~ people. While this may be a noble goal, perhaps the people weren't yet sophisticated enough to handle such responsibility. 

There is much that can be discussed in this portion about politics, leadership, speaking one's mind, complaining, attempts at reconciliation, the power of God and the eternal tension between authority and freedom. However, I would like to focus on one phrase in particular which appears twice in the first seven verses of this portion and relate it to our experiences in Outreach. The phrase is "Rav La chem" p .;> CZ:: ,..::) 1 , 11 you have gone too far!" 

This phrase is repeated by the two opposing parties, first by Korach to Moses and Aaron and next by Moses to Korach and his followers. How many times and by how many people from opposing viewpoints have we heard this phrase in our work with Outreach? 

From the demographers and sociologists we hear, Rav La chem, you have 
gone too far with the ever increasing rates of intermarriage. The survival of Juda i sm is a t stake. 

We hear it from other Movements of Judaism when they tell the Reform Movement; Rav Lach em you have gone too far with your decision on 
patrilineal decent!" 

We hear it addressed at Rabbis regarding officiation at interfaith weddings; Rav Lachem you have gone too far by marrying couples without requiring conversion or at least requiring enrollment in an Introduction to Judaism course. At the other extreme we may hear; Rav Lachem, you have gone too far by not _officiating at the marriage of my children thus turning them off to the temple and Judaism. 

We hear it at congregational BoaLd meetings regarding the role of . the non-Jew in the synagogue when it is said; Rav Lachem, __ you have gone 



, 

too far in welcoming non-Jews to the synagogue and allowing them the 
same rights as Jews. How can a non-Jew serve on the Board of our 
congregation? On the other hand we may hear; Rav Lachem,_you have 
gone too far by not allowing my non-Jewish spouse to participate in 
the same way 1n our child's Bar Mi~zvat. 

We may hear it _from interfaith families in December when the Jewish 
partner says Rav Lachem, you have 9one too far - I cannot have a 
Christmas tree in my home. Or perhaps we hear the non-Jewish spouse 
counter; you have gone too far - you have asked me to forgo all my 
religious and family traditions. I will not let you take this from me 
too. 

We hear it from parents when they lea:-n their child plans to 
intermarry They achingly say to their children, Rav Lachem, you 
have gone too far - where did we go wrong? This will ruin our family . 
How will you raise your children? 

I'm sure we can all think of other times when this phrase has been 
implied or stated from a variety of view points. 

But what about us irt Outreach? Some say we have gone too far but most 
of us know we have really not gone far enough. There is so much to 
do, so many people who need to hear the message and learn the lessons 
of Outreach. So many Rabbis and Board members and teachers and 
congregants to be sensitized to Outreach issues; so many interfaith 
couples to welcome and educate and turn on to Judaism; so many Jews by 
Choice to nurture and learn from; so many children and teens and young 
adults in which to instill a love for Judaism and a strong sense of 
Jewish identity. 

May we not be overwhelmed by our sacred task but rather let us work 
and hope for the day when we will soon hear, in a oositive tone , Rav 
Lachem, you have gone too far: you have "Reached Out." so well that as 
a result you have "Reached In" and developed many Jewish souls. 



~r r' RABBI 
ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PR ESI DENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK . N.Y. 10021 

Mr. Curtis Smith #42043 
Missouri State Prison 
Box 900 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

January 3, 1991 
17 Tevet 5751 

12121 249-0100 

I have forwarded your letter of December 25th to our 
office in Kansas City. We have on staff an Outreach 
Coordinator who deals with people interested in 
learning more about Judaism and the Hebrew language. I 
am sure you will be contacted in the near future. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHI NDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 

Ms Marsha Luhrs 
Outreach Coordinator 
Midwest Council - UAHC 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

January 3, 1991 
17 Tevet 5751 

1045 Old Olive Street Road 
Suite 205 
St. Louis, MO 63141 

Dear Marsha: 

1212) 249-0100 

The enclosed letter is self explanatory. Since 
Jefferson City is in your region, I am taking the 
liberty of sharing Mr. Smith's letter with you and ask 
that you do your best to provide some books and 
materials which can help him learn more about Judaism 
and Hebrew. Perhaps contact can be made with the 
Educator at the local congregation. Many thanks for 
your assistance in this connection. 

Wi th kindest regards , I am 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Ms. Susan Tivol 
1010 West 69th Terrace 
Kansas City, Missouri 64113 

Dear Susan: 

February 8, 1988 
20 Shevat 5748 

It was lovely to hear from you and I deeply appreciate your warm and gracious letter. Many thanks for sharing with me your feelings in regard to the importance of Outreach, not only in terms of others, but what it has meant to you as a Jew. I was moved by your co~ments. 

Rhea and I deeply appreciate your kind offer to our son Josh. We will certainly tell him about you and Tom, how you have graciously offered to be his home•••JY from home famlly, and we will also tell him how very taken we were with the two of you. One minor correction: Josh is graduating from Washington University Law School in June and will be coming to Kansas City for a clerkship with a judge who resides there. This w4+1 save you the problem of discussing first semester anatomy courses. 

Rhea and I really enjoyed you and Tom, not only on a communal basis, but we felt a very special personal warmth towards both of you. It was a joy to meet you and to be with you. I hope that our paths will cross again many times in the future. 
With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



SUSAN TIVOL, M.S.W. 

1010 WEST 69TH TERRACE • KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64113 • C816) 444-2009 

January 20, 19~8 J,-, t 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 1\j/"' ~~ 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations .8- ~ 
838 Fifth Avenue \/;, r r. '\f2. V t~. 
New York, New York • ~ ~" ' 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, t' ) .,e,Y 

I'm writing on behalf of the outreach corrmittee at Temple B'nai If\~ Cbfl/. r ~ 
Jehudah to express our deepest thanks for your visit to our congregatibh. . ~ 
All of us were thrilled that you came as a follow-up to the outreach 
conference. Your w:mderful luncheon talk, interviews and serrron inspir ~ 
us even further ... 

Many intennarried couples attended services on January 8th, and their ~ ~1u, 
feedl:ack was very gratifying to hear. They expressed a good bit of awe l v •• \ 
that the leader of the Reform novernent v.0uld take time to visit Btnai .~./~ 
Jehudah specifically to speak abJut their needs and concerns. Your messag~ v-
of "Inreach" was heard as well as your rr.essage of outreach. At an Outreach v ~---
committee meeting after your visit, a rnanl:er (who is in an intennarriage) '\ \ ~ 
asked me, "SUsan, why do you do this? Why are you involved in outreach? Y'J 
An anS'M=.r came inmediately to mind, that does I relieve, have something ~ 
to do with Inreach. ( J~-. 

I'm drawn to outreach recause it continuously requires me to reach '~ 
inside myself, to define myself as a Jew and to express that to others. 
I've knovm instinctively since I began v-Drking in outreach that as a 
spokesperson for this effort, I v.Duld have to understand and articulate 
my Judaism more than ever ref ore. .My ability to help others consider 
Judaism has depended upon how clearly I can define its value inmy own life. 

Thus, from a selfish standpoint, I knew that involvement in outreach 
v.0uld help me accc:mplish something essential to my own enricnment. .My 
guess is that is also why many of our comnittee :memr:ers have stayed involved 
in outreach for a long time. It is an effort that helps others and it 
involves a process that requires us to understand ourselves. 

I have enclosed the materials that we have sent to all of the rabbis 
in our community, in advance of our meeting with them to propose a community
wide outreach program. I enclose them recause I want you to know what you 
have inspired! It was only after your visit here that I was able to finally 
sit down at my typewriter ard r:ut our collective ideas into readable form. 
If you don't mind, w:.,uld you please think very powerful, positive thoughts 
on February 1st at 4:30 µn your time? Thatts the date of our presentation 
to the rabbis!! 

Cont t-a . 



On a personal note, it was a joy to dine with you and Rhea on Shabbat. 
Tom and I v-.Bre delighted to learn that your son will be entering the UMKC 
six-year medical school program. We live only ten minutes away £ran the 
campus and are very familiar:_ with the trials and tribulations of medical 
students. There have teen many of them in our family! Please give him 
the following info:r:ma.tion: 

Susan and Tan Tivol 
1010 West 69th Terrace 
Kansas City, Missouri 64113 

Home phone: 816-444-2009 
Store phone: 816-531-5800 (Tivol Plaza, Inc.) 

We cheerfully provide hot meals, city info:r:ma.tion and much ccmniserating 
at.out the first-semester anatomy course ... 

Again, thank you for your visit. Sharing in your certainty, compassion 
and vision was a v;onderful way for all of us to start the new year, 

_J~ 
Susan Tivol 

P.S. I have also enclosed copies of your interviews with The Kansas City 
Times and The Jewish Chronicle. Happy reading ... 

enclosures 



Suite 12 
2210 W. 75th Street 
Shawn~e Mission, KS 66208 
(913) 722-2922 

Eileen Garry 
Chairperson 

Alan S. Edelman 
Executive Director 

MMMMM 
c=JJEWISH 
EDUCATION 
COUNCIL□ 
OF GREATER KANSAS CITY 

Dear Rabbi Oler, 

Rabbi I. David Oler 
Congregation Beth Shalan 
9400 V'ibrnall Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114 

Hilary Lewis 
Administrator, 
Community High School/ 
Director, Teachers ' Center 

January 19, 1988 

Thank you for agreeing to meet with us to discuss a pro]?C)sal for 
reaching out to interfaith couples in the Kansas City Jewish carmunity. 
we are sending you the enclosed materials prior to our meeting to present 
our thinking and our process to date. 

While there are many important issues to work through in the course 
of designing a proJ?Osal, we relieve there is a need for such a program and 
we are ready to define its purpose. Our greatest task hov.BVer, is to design 
a program that is sensitive and reSJ?Onsive to the needs and philosophies of 
each of our synagogues and temples. Our effort TIR1st re one that our rabbis 
and congregations can sup]?Ort so that we can bring una.ffiliated Jews and 
their non.Jewish SJ?OUses into the rich synagogue life of our carmunity. 
Only then ca.ii we realize our long-term goal of encouraging cor:v~rsion 
whenever J?OSsible and reinforcing the integrity of a Jewish bane for the 
children of these intermarriages, 

We have enclosed a brief history of efforts to date to reach out to 
this J?Opulation in our ccmrunity as well as sane statistics that lend 
sup]?C)rt for a ccm:nunity-wide program. We have included an outline of our 
pro]?Osal and suggestions for ways in which the synagogues and several 
ccmnunal agencies w:iuld interact with the program established by tr.is 
prOJ?Osal. 

We need your help. We need your reactions, concerns and advice. 
We lCX)k forward to meeting with you on February 1st at 3-:30 pu at The 
Hebrew Academy. Thank you so much for your time. 

susan Tivol, M.s.w. 
Chairperson, Outreach Ccmnittee 
Temple Btnai Jehudah 

Sincerely, 

Alan Edelman 
Executive Director 
Jewish Education Council 

Tori WUcher, M.A., Director 
Family Life Education 
Jewish Family & Children 

Services 

An Affiliate and Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City 
An Affiliate of the J ewish Education S ervice of North America. Inc. 



History of I.ocal Efforts to Date 

The Temple B'nai Jehudah outreach program began in August, 1983, 
with the fonna.tion of a task force whose purpose was to study the needs 
of interfaith couples, Jews-by-choice and their families at the Temple. 
While the parlor meetings elicited many ideas for programming, careful 
attention was given to tlose areas of concern that could realistically 
be addressed, ,at the Temple. 

By fall 1984, four areas of Oltreach prograrrming "WEre in place at the 
Temple and these four areas continue to re the focus of the Oltreach 
corrrnittee today. They are; discussion groups for conversionary couples 
and interfaith couples, programs to sensitize the religious sch:x)l teachers 
whose students often cane fran families where at least onE· si:ouse was not 
mm Jewish, efforts to integrate both newly-converted Jews and people 
v.0rking toward conversion into the life of the congregation, and programs 
to educate and sensitize all TerrpJe :rnernbers a.1:out outreach issues. 

In May, 1984, the locz.l chapter of the American Jewish Canmittee and 
the Jewish Federation in coor;eration with the Jewish Family Ccrnnission 
and a number of local synagogues sponsored a ccmnunity-wi.a.e conference 
on intennarriage. In Novanrer 1987, Temple B'nai Jehudah presented an 
outreach conference open to the entire, local Jewish ccrmrunity. Staff 
:members frcxn the Jewish Education Council and Jewish Family and Children 
Services assisted the Temple with this rrost recent conference. 

Sane Statistics 

Locally, 58% of the Jews marrying in Kansas City in the last ten 
years married saneone who was not. born Jewish. Today, there are c.pproxi
mately 6,850 individuals in interfaith marriages in the Kansas City 
Jewish carrmunity. In 1984, the intennarriage conference mentioned arove 
att~acted 85 participants. The 1987 outreach conference attracted over 
22( participants. 

While it bas been difficult to obtain canplete infonnation on the 
religious rackgrou.--rl of the Jewish spouses in interfaith marriages, local 
and national research suggests that the Jewish spouses in these rrarriages 
cane fran all branches of Judai!:rn - Orth:x:l.ox, Conservative and Refm:m. 
Many have indicated that they did not cb::x:>se to 1JIJarry out1

t of Judaism, 
I:ut rather that they fell in love with someone who was not .a:rrn Jewish, 
Their'..growi..ng:. . attendarice at · Outreach programs ir1dicates that they are 
taking their Jewish identity seriously and are looking for ways to .oelong 
to the Jewish cc:romunity . 

Whilecthis is a very brief description .of same demographics of inter
marriage in the Kansas City Jewish carrmunity, it suggests that the issues 
of internErriage are cammmi.ty--w--ide issues and are not confined to any 
single branch of Judaism. rt is our relief that they can re TIJOSt resp:msibly 
addressed through a ccmnunity-wide prCXJram tbat cooperates closely with. 
all of our local synagogues, temples and ccmnunal agencies 



Outline of Proposed Program 

CENTER FOR CUTBEACH 

of the 

JEWISH EJXJCATION (X)UNCIL 

Please note: The following is not 
a formal proµ:isal. It is an outline 
describing a proµ:ised program. Any 
fonnal proµ:isal requesting commmity 
funds will re written in much greater 
detail. This is a ",;...orking paper" 
for use in discussion with tbe rabbis 
:in nur community. 



I. Statement of Purp:)se 

Our pl.lilX)se is to encourage the active participation of intermarried 
. couples and their families in the life of the Jewish camrunity, to 

encourage conversion whenever possible and to reinforce the integrity 
of a Jewish harre for the children of theEe intennarriages. 

II. Program Ccrnp:ments 

A. Infonnation and Referral 

B. Individual Family Consultations 

C. Camn.mity Education 

III. Breakdown of Program Conponents 

A. Information and Referral 

Tr...e Center for Outreach and the Family w:mld serve in part 
as a clearinghouse of info:rmation for intennarried couples in 
the Kansas City ccmnunity. The center would provide -; 

1.) Referral to conversion classes 
2.) Info.rmation aI::out synagogue affiliation 
3.) Ihfonnation aI::out -continuing education classes 
4.} Referral to holiday -workshops 
5.). Referral to diseussion/support .groups and facilitator training 
6.1 Information on publications and printed materials 
7.) Options for counselling services 

Couples wuld be referred to th:>se synagogues, temples 
and/or communal agencies providing the reEJUested information 
and services. Often intermarried couples seek assistance in one 
area yet need assistance in a number of areas. The Center v.Duld 
provide a canprehensive listing of all services available. 'Ib 
facilitate this process, the Center v-.Duld develop a nen.ork of 
contacts with synagogues, temples and ccmrrunal agencies. 

B. Individual Family Consultations 

The Center v.Duld offer a type of individual family consul
tation with a trained therapist to help intermarried couples 
.ana. couples. contemplqting _ intermarriage identify· religious and 
family issues and create strategies for problem-solving in l::oth 
arenas. SC1TIEtirnes a couple can better utilize information and 
referral services in the Jewish canmunity after they have identi..;._ 
f ied their ,tssues in a consul tatior,. setting. Therapists frcm 
JF&CS could te trained to assist the Center with requests for 
consultation. 

C. Corrmunity Education 

Synagogues and temples are those institutions :rrost skilled 
in teaching Judaism and teaching people row to establish Jewish 
hemes. In the Refonn and Conservative branches of Judaism, 



infonnation and resource material has begun to emerge to help 
temples and synagogues understand the special needs of intermarried 
families. There has also teen a surge of articles, surveys and 
other useful materials issuing from numerous Jewish and secular 
publications. 

The Center for Outreach \'K)uld serve as a clearinghouse to 
facilitate an exchange of this information 1:.-etween synagogues, 
temples and canmunal agencies. In addition, a representative 
from the Center 'M:)uld l:e available for speaking engagements 
througoout the eonrnunity to update, educate and sensitize people 
on tbE, issues of intermarriage, interfaith dating and the impact 
on extended family. 

N. Staffing 

The Center for Outreach could l:e housed at the Jewish F.ducation 
Council. The JEC \'.Duld l:e an appropriate location for the. Center 
especially for those unaffiliated interfaith couples woo want · 
assistance but are not yet comfortable entering a synagogue setting. 
Also, in a general sense, the goal of the Center is to educate 
interfaith couples a.1:out options in the Jewish corrmunity for 
education, affiliation and strengthening the Jewish identity of 
tbe family. This fits W2ll with the long-established goals of 
the JEC. 

V. Benefit to the Cc:mruni ty 

History is l:eing ma.de even aE, W2 consider this proposal. 
Orrrent research srows that Jews fran all branches of Judaism are 
marrying non-Jews in record numters. According to the research, 
those factors that we have traditionally relieved deterred Jews 
fran marrying non-Jews such as strong synagogue affiliation, a 
strong Jewish education and a carrnitbnent to the Jewish camn:mity 
are simply no longer factors that prevent Jews from marrying 
non-Jews in great nurnter. 

The Center ~uld provide the Kansas City Jewish ccmnunity 
with an opportunity for cooperation arrong synagogues, temples 
and car:rrn.mal agencies on an issue that has threatened to aivide 
Jewish corrmunities all over the country. We are a sna.11 Jewish 
community, yet closely-knit enough to danonstrate that cooperation 
in addressing the problem of intermarriage car" yield p:)Si ti ve results. 

Our rope for increasing conversions and the rearing of Jewish 
children lies in the quality of our response. If W2 are_ accepting 
to the extent that we provide infonnation, referral, education and 
counselling, then Judaism l:ecanes an attractive choice. When these 
couples choose Judaism, they cboose synagogue affiliation, they 
choose Jewish education, they choose comnunity involvem::mt. Tn 
doing so, they help increase rather than decrease tne size, strength, 
and vitality of the Kansas City Jewish ccmnunity. 



Mr. Paul Uhlmann, Jr. 
Post Office Box 410 
Kansas City, MO 64141~ 

Dear Paul: 

September 23, 1985 

Lydia has told me that the Kansas City function which you hosted 
was a very special and lovely occasion. She was very pleased 
with th manner in which she was received and, of course, she spoke 
of your warm and gracious welcome. We are all of us grateful to 
you for undertaking this fund raising endeavor in behalf of the 
Union and Outreach. You are a source of true strength and support. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Barbara and 
our best wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





THEUHLMANNCOMPANY 

PAUL UHLMANN, JR. 
President 

P.O. Box 410, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 

1009 CENTRAL STREET 
Telephone (816) 221 -8200 

September 13, 1985 

Ms. Lydia Kukoff 
Joint Commission on Outreach (UAHC) 
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1475 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

Dear Lydia, 

Attached please find an advance group of checks 
totaling $3,350. In addition, I am donating some stock 
which when sold, should amount to another $1,900 for a 
total of $5,200. We should get another $700 -800 minimum, 
making $6,000 plus $1 , 000 from the temples making the 
total $7,000. 

In addition, if you have some promises 
people's eyes, we would be ~lad to loan the 
at no interest for a year or two while the 
ing in. 

or glints from 
projec! $5,00~ 
money is pou~ 

~J~-

Also, Kansas City might hav e a benefit f~;~rlr'fi~ 
showing of the film and probably raise $2,000-3 , 000 . With 
the $5 , 000 that you al ready had, this would bring you, 
or us, up to about $20,000. Appreciate the film is going 
to cost more than that, but I do have some ideas and will 
discuss them with you in L.A. 

The above is a report, but what I should hav e start e d 
with is a thank you for corning to Kansas City. You 
started a lot of people thinking and you really r eac he d 
a lot of people who could not have been reached with out 
your presence. I hope you had a nice trip home and wish
ing you a wonderful and restful new year , and looking for
ward to seeing you in Los Angeles, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

PUJr/bj 

Enclosure 



EVALUATION: - , 
... • ..... 

SINCE THIS TS THE FIRST SESSION OF THIS GROUP, PLEASE TA KE A FEW 
MINUTES TO FILL OUT THlS FORM SO THAT WE CAN EFFECTIVELY MEET THE 
NEEDS OF INTRO STUDENTS IN THE FUTURE. THANK YOU! 

DID THE DISCUSSIOrl GROUP MEC:T YOUR NEED S? Going into the class I wasn't 
exactly sure what my needs were. It had been a year since I had 

completed the Intro class andAhad spent the year sorting out exactly 

what kind of Jewish life I intended to live. When I spoke with Lynn 

Fenster prior to the first class we ended up talking for a half hour. 

I realized I wasn't alone in my transition and became very excited at 

the prospect of being able to share with other Jews by Choice. 
\·/HAT v/AS MOST HELPFUL TO YOU? What really helped me was the interaction 

amongst the class and Rabbi Goldstein as well as the support Arlene 
gave us. It takes a while to feel Jewish, and realizing that those 

feelings are okay cleared up alot of confusion for me. Though my 

fiance was the initial catalyst for my embracing Judaism the discoveries 

I have made about my own Jewishness really had a chance to blossom 

with the support of the Outreach class. 
\·HAT WAS LEAST HELPFUL TO YOU? Least helpful ... the calories from the tasty 

treats. 

\,/HAT UIIJ YOU ENJOY Tl![ MOSP Besides all the people in the class I would 

have to say the evening we read from the Torah. It motivated me to 

buy a copy of The Modern Commentary and what 1 am gathering from 
that book is an ongoing process which I feel very enriched from. 

I also enjoyed the discussion about Israel as I had some blocks 

about Zionism. However, I now realize that I totally misunderstood 

f1~/\TO~oefotnb~Ja1iTR~ 1l~~fr of how important Israel is to us . 

Besides the drive in rush hour I really cannot think of anything. 

I always looked forward to the class and was sorry when it was 

over. 

-lllOY'e -



-~a~e 2-
Evaluation 

DO YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN PLANNING FUTURE GROUPS? 

Well in my case the time between ending the Intro class and the 

Outreach class was over a year. Perhaps Outreach classes could be 

offered immediately following the Intro class or 6 months after. 

I found it hard to conceive that so few took the class (although the 

size of the class was perfect). It's such a valuable experience 

and a follow-up that really clarifies; coordinate the Follow-up 
with the Intro classes if at all possible. 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

I think it is very important that there be a Rabbi as well as 

another co-leader like Arlene. The balance between the two of 

you was very comforting and provided a space for looking at the 

two sides of the Jewish life we will lead; in the home and at 

the Temple. 

In conclusion I must simply give thanks . Where as before I felt 
like my conversion would be something I could never . be _really _~Grthy of 

or prepared for, I now feel that being Jewish will be a ongoing 

life process, one that will enrich my life. I also realize that 
the deep spiritual conviction I have now has a foundation in Judaism. 



Hr. Oavtd W. Belin 
2000 Flnancla1 Center 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Dear David: 

June 21, 1984 

Thank you for sending me a copy of Harty Strelzer's fine comments on your booklet. It ts certainly but the first of what f am confident wtll be a flood of favorable letters which you will be receivlng once the pamphlet is published, and you know that we do plan to publish this important booklet. 

With best wishes and warmest regards, ln which Rhea joins, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 
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June 12, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

TELEPHONE 
( SIS) 243 -7100 

TELECOPIER 
(SIS) 282 -7 61S 

TWX 
910-520-2625 

( FI NA OMS) 

PHILIP C. LOVRIEN 

1911-1980 

LAWRENCE E . POPE 

COUNSEL 

I continue to receive extremely positive feedback on the booklet, 
"Jewish Outreach: Why Should I Choose to be Jewish?" Enclosed is 
a copy of a June 5 letter from Marty Strelzer. Apart from being 
pleased with his more than generous comments, I was glad to learn 
that he feels that the booklet would be very helpful to his New 
Congregations Committee as well as for new congregations seeking 
to attract the unaffiliated. 

Best regards. 

DWB:cs 
Encl. 
c.c. 
c.c. 
c.c. 

Lydia Kukoff 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
Rabbi Daniel Syme 

Sincere~yv 

David 



Union of American Hebrew Con3re3ations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELI GION 

1330 BEACON STREET, SUITE 355, BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 02146 (617) 277-1 655 

COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS 111l'N 
J111 il'', 

.l1 )'.) 7 j) ff'J 

Mr. David Belin 
1705 Plaza Circle 
Des Moines, Iowa 50322 

Dear David: 

June 5, 1984 

A few weeks ago you were thoughtful enough to give me your booklet dealing 
with a subject so critical to the survival of our movement and all of 
Judaism; our reaching out to embrace into our families those Jews who 
remain unaffiliated and those "not yet" Jews who are seeking a spiritual 
meaning and home. I am embarrassed that I cannot quote the exact title 
but we are moving to a new home and in the packing it was misplaced and 
I probably won't find it for a few weeks or months and I did want to give 
you my comments. 

David, first of all, let me tell you how privileged I feel that you allowed 
me to read and comment on the endeavor before its general distribution. I 
truly feel one of the "Chosen". Now for my impressions. 

You may not have reinvented the wheel but you certainly have come up with 
a vehicle that will allow those conscious and sub-conscious seekers of 
spiritual security a mode of transportation into that realm. The booklet 
is all at once exciting, incisive, effectively focused and presented in 
the manner typical of all of your presentations; clearly understandable. 

Without doubt this publication will be a most valuable tool in your Outreach 
Program and should also be required reading for every Rabbi, temple president 
and temple board member. However, it can also be that same valuable tool to 
my New Congregations Committee in its task of searching for new Congregations 
and new members for existing congregations currently filling the rolls of the 
unaffiliated. 

Thanks again for L~e privilege and I hope that my observations have interested 
you. 

Have a good and healthy summer. 

Cordi~ 

Martin Strelzer 
Chairman 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
Director 



Ms. Sarah Grossman 
7610 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Olio 45237 

Dear Sarah: 

March 14, 1984 

Our ColTlllittee on Research does not exhaust our efforts in seeking to 
combat the consequences of intermarriage. Virtually our entire youth, 
camp and educational programs can be seen as an effort to reinfocce the 
Jewish commitment of our young people. 

Moreover, we re~ently institutionalized tur Outreach program with which 
you are apparently not too familiar. Suffice it to say that it has been 
called, and is indeed, American ~ewry's "first genuine effort to come to 
grips in some positive manner" with problems which ensue from intermar
tiage. We have _made enormous strides forward in this realm: in inte
grating Jews-by-Choice into our community, in conductin§ classes for the 
unaffiliated and/or mixed marrieds in communities all across the country, 
and in programming _for the children of such marrt,fges. This effort will 
be extended and deepened during the years ahead. We h~ve made an enormous 
commitment of time and energy and material resources in this important 
realm. 

Just the same, we cannot be content to proceed without some objective data; 
we cannot always fly by the seat of our pants. We really do not know, for 
instance, why one persob converts and another does not,aod what the conse
quences of rabbinic officiation or non-officiation at such interfaith mar
riages really are in terms of the ultimate conversion of the non-Jewish 
partner to Judaism or to the rearing of the children of such marraages as 
Jews, etc. Such studies are needed by us if we are to apply the resources 
at our command in the most efficient manner. 

Rabbi Musnitsky's effort is commendable. You should also know that similar 
attempts are being made in ~he regions of our Union and in our member-congre
gations throughout the country. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,, 

I, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

7610 Reading Road, Apt. 702 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 

March 9, 1984 

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I am just now looking at a copy of the Spring, 1984 Refonn Judaism. It's a very good issue. 

I notice that one of the Houston Biennial resolutions calls for an 
extensive research study on the ramifications of interfaith marriage in 
North America which will be considered for publication as a guide for the 
Reform movement, if finances permit. Great! Here we go again. In the 
meanwhile, the rate of intermarriage is accelerating and assimilation is increasing. 

Appintment of connnittees on intermarriage, research studies, updating statistics, symposia, new publications, etc. are subject to different interpretations and lead nowhere. 

In the March 1, 1984, American Israelite, there appears an article by Rabbi Randi Musnitsky, of Rockdale Temple (copy enclosed), in which Rabbi Randi takes a direct approach to the problem of intermarriage. I applaud 
Rabbi Musnitsky 1 s courage. Of course there are congregations which have 
programs reaching out to unaffiliated young adults and programs geared es
pecially to single post-college persons; some programs are successful and 
some are not. 

If Rockdale Temple seeks through the printed word to re,ch out to Jew
ish singles in Cincinnati to become involved -- how many congregations do not acknowledge that this need exists and don't do anything? I can tellyou that 
many tenples need a "shot in the arm. 11 

Rabbi Musnitsky1 s article is short and to the point and, perhaps 
in s:>me form, ought to be sent, with a covering letter, to other congrega
tions for their information and guidance. 

As my good friend and former bo.s~ the late MNE used to say: "don't 
just standthere and wringyour hands; don't engage in studies, more studies, 
debates, symposia, e~ al; but DO SOMErHING; FIGHT; TAKE ACTIONl 

Perhaps this matter belongs in the department on Synagogue Activities or with some other 11
brain trust" bureau at UAI-C. In any case, I know also 

that there is always room in the wastebasket for an extra letter! !wouldn't 
mind a bit! 

SG 
encl. 

I certainly wish you all §uccess in your tremendous job. 



THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE 
\ 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1914 

K.K. BENE_ISRAF~i i ROC~DALE TEMPLE / FOUNDED 1824 
. __, 

II 
HOWARD A. SIMON, RABBI/RANDI MUSN{TSKY,· RABBI/DR. VICTOR E. REICHERT, RABBI EMERITUS 

------------- - - - --- - -------'-- -- ---~✓----------------------~~ 

Over the Rabbi's Desk 
Dear Friends, 
It Is estimated that upwards of 80% of all young adults 

nationwide are unaffiliated with any Jewish organization, be It a 
Temple, Jewish Community Center, · or Jewish agency. The 
Implications of this high percentage of non-affiliation are 
staggering. • 
Young adults, particularly single post-college persons, need a 

place to meet each other and share their Jewish Identity. The 
very survival of our American Jewish communal structure Is at 
stake If young Jews cannot feel confortable within our 
communities . . 
We as involved and affiliated Jews, must reach out to the 

young singles In our community. We must Invite them to Join 
with us In services and fellowship_ and Introduce them to each 
b~•- •. 
Currently, we at Rockdale Temple are designing several 

groups and programs specifically for single young adults. we· 
are Interested In sponsoring a variety of activities from 

-education series, and Stiabbat dinners to get-togeth•s and 
"strictly social" events. • 
If you are lnt•ested In helplng to plan these events or want to 

be on our malllng llsJ and know of oth•s who want to meet 
single young Jews, please contact Rabbi Simon or me at 
891-9900. 
Please remember, our Temple needs to be a place for all Jews 

to meet. 
In Shalom, 
Rabbi Randi Musnltsky 
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November 1, 1983 
25 Cheshvan 5744 

Mr. Gabriel Cohen 
The Jewish Post and Opinion 
2120 N. Meridian St. 
P.O. Box 449097 
Indianapolis, IN. 46202 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

Please forgive my delay in responding. I have been traveling 

extensively since the holidays. I am enclosing a number of 

items which I hope you will find to be of interest: 

l. A congregational Outreach packet which is 
designed to be a primary resource in aiding 
a congregation to set up its own Outreach 
program. 

2. A flyer about our new Basic Judaism curriculum 
which is being used in many of our UAHC Introduction 
to Judaism classes as well as for Basic Judaism for 
temple members as part of Adult Education programs. 

3. A flyer for Choosing Judaism. 

4. We have also produced a 30 minute video tape, 
"Choosing Judaism: Some Personal Perspectives" 
which is being widely used across North America. 

5. A flyer announcing our Connie Belin Memorial essay 
contest. 

As of the Houston Biennial, the work of the Task Force on Reform 

Jewish Outreach will be finished and the UAHC-CCAR Commission on 

Reform Jewish Outreach will come into existence. I will be the 

Director of the Commission and David Belin will be continuing as 

Chairman. The main focus of the Commission will be programmatic. 

At the Biennial, we will be conducting workshops on integrating 

Jews-by-Choice into congregational life and "Interfaith Marriage: 

The Couple, The Family and The Synagogue. 

more ................. . 
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We will be developing new program models for interfaith couples 
and parents of intermarried couples as well as working to imple
ment fully those programs we have already developed. We also 
intend to publish books, materials and research studies, as well 
as videotapes, relevant to various areas of Outreach. 

There is a great deal of interest and cormiitment on the part of 
so many and we are especially gratified to find that Outreach 
has become the agenda of many beyond the Reform corrvnunity. 

I thank you for your continuing interest and I will continue to 
give you periodic updates. Of course, if you have any questions 
or if there is any way I can be of assistance, please don't 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Lydia Kukoff, 
Director 

cc: Edith J. Miller 

LK/mf 



THE IEWISH 

Post and Opinion' 2120N . Meridian St. , P.O. Box 449097, Indianapolis, IN46202 

July 12, 1983 

Ms. Edith J. Miller 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Edith: 

Thanks for your comprehensive letter. Please give {J ) 
my regards to Alex. ~-~~ 
The enclosed is the second letter. and it also drew the /,j,/ ,~ 
same blank response. -~ ( 1 

I appreciate your following through, and I'm sure I'll f"y'' ' 
have no future complaints. 

If there is any organization that we've worked closely 
with, it has been UAHC. 

While I'm writing, I would appreciate receiving material 
mailed not only by the Pacific Southwest Council but also 
by the other offices in the Outreach Program. 

me 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Gabriel Cohen 
Publisher 
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Ms. ry :K. Begot . 
38 Harvey Road • -
Rid9e~ie~d, Connecticut 

Dear Mary: , 

22 ., 1982 

f '~ 1 
I 

You never responded to my· letter -of June 2 3, a copy of which 
I'm .~nclpsing. 

'. 'I • 

·The co umna that w 
really beautiful •• in 
menti,ng the columns . 

nt din tb laat ~ew weeks 
ct · I'm writing an editorial 

! 
I 

ht'lve bn 
compli-. 

.As you .. 1.l. note• I asked you to place me. on your mailing li.st, 
and evidently e'ither,~ nothing l'!as. been sent out to those on the 
list or .- aelse you overlooked this request. 

• • I 

And if's pOs·sible, I'd like to send l a few tree isautts to your 
. mailitig · liet, b cauae l th~nk that th r•olumn would be found 

·to ·b~ valu~ble in approaching prospective converts. 
' ~ ~ ~ .. ,:.; . ·~ 

I '-d a};>p:~:'e~iate hearing from you .. 

me 

I 

.1 
Sincerely, 

Publisher 
l 
l 

j 
T ~ 
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bee: Dick Cohen - AMS wrote at Dick's request ... 

Mr. Gabriel Cohen, Publisher 
'!be Jewish Post and Opinion 
611 North Park Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

July 5, 1983 

OUr clipping sez:vice has just shared a <:XJf?:! of '!'he F.ditor's Chair of 
June 8, 1983 with the notation "issue delayed en route." Since Rabbi 
Schindler is rut-of--the-co.mtcy, I am taking the liberty of making a 
feM observations ooncerning your ccnroonts on the UAHC and OUtreadi.. 

Perhaps you never received a response because you wrote to the "Union 
of Anerican Hebrew Ral:t>is. 11 I'm certain yoo will agree that Rabbi 
Schindler has always respandoo to letters fran you prarptly and, in 
fact, on ocx::asion has written merely to canrnent on an item in the Jewish 
Post and Opinion. There was correspalaence between you and Ralhi Schindler 
in Y..ay-June 1982 about Outreadl. and he noted arrangene:nts 'vnlld be made to 
send infonnation to yoo. If :"Y'Oll didn't receive materials Jou should have 
let this pffice knc:M1 we certainly would have looked into the matter. 

Let me also note that you may be equating non-response fran Mary Kay Bogot 
with non-response fran the UAHC. Mrs. Begot is the wife of a Union staff 
rocrober but her work in the area of outreach is independent and she is not 
affailiated with the Union I s Outreach program. 

I am sharing your June 8 colunn and this letter with the staff person in 
charge of cur outreach program - no longer a Task Force, nCM a Camd.ssion 
of the UAHC and cx:AR. Ms. Lydia Kuk.off directs Outreach fran cur Paci.f ic 
Southwest Council offices in Ios Angeles. I have asked her to make cer
tain that you reooive infonnation and materials in the future. And, you 
will oontinue to reative press releases fran our p.r. office for yoor paper 
is on cur mailing list for all releases. Should yoo wish to contact Ms. 
Kukoff directly please note that after July 12 you may write to her at: 
6300 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1475, Los Angeles, CA 90048. I do not kncM 
what the new telephone number will be at this office. 

I do hppe ~....re will be no further difficulty in your receiving outreach 
materials frcm the UAHC. Please feel free to let ne kncM if you have any 
problems. 

With k:indest regards am. all gocrl wishes for a pleasant surmer, I am 

Sincerely, 

Fili.th J. Miller 
Assistant to t.he President 
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The EDITOR'S CHAIR 
We wonder whether our antenna has become 

dulled or whether the exited reaction of some of 
our readers to events which hardly disturb us is 
unwarranted. 

The story about Sarah Lawrence College is a 
case in point. 

If you have read our account of the quota for 
Jews at the liberal college, known for its high 
reputation in educational circles as an institu
tion of reknown, you know that an article in 
Commentary by a professor at the College 
detailed actual memoranda limiting the num
ber of Jews. 

Yet after the story broke, it turns out that 
there are three deans who are Jewish, the 
chairman of the board of trustees is Jewish and 
the quota situation goes back three decades 
ago. 

What we believe is the problem is that the 
present generation doesn't remember and does 
not experience anti-Semitism. We've never been 
called a dirty Jew epithet, not to our hearing 
anyway, and we don't ascribe every mistrust of 
us for any reason to anti-Semitism, although we 
may not be analyzing our reaction accurately. 

In any event, we have experienced anti
semitism, and here are three instances. 

One was in 1930 as we were graduating from 
the University of North Carolina, which at that 
time did not admit negroes. One of our 
classmates was Harold Uris, long since dead. 
He was a Spanish major and had applied and 
had been accepted on the faculty of a S:outh 
Carolina institution of higher learning. When he 
arrived at the campus and it was discovered 

opponent. We believe he was about 15 pounds 
over the announced weight, but this after all 
those years may be the way our mind is ration
alizing that we never fought professionally 
again. 

Now here is the anti-Semitism. While we 
were in the ring, almost impervious to what 
was going on around us because we were 
dodging blows aimed at our chin, the fans were 
hollering, "Kill That Jew." Especially the 
women fans. We can almost hear their shrieks 
today. 

It didn't. bother us then - we presume the 
Jew then accepted anti-Semitism as a norm of 
American life - and even today as we look 
back, it seems to us not anti-Semitism but just 
part of the fight game. And since we won the 
fights anyway, so we had our reward. The Jew 
had persevered despite the cat-calling of the 
excited fans , who were paying to watch us per
form. 

Now to get back to Sarah Lawrence College. 
We reported what the New York Times rep 
porter had to say, but not in full. Dean of the 
college, Dr. Ilya Wachs had this to say: 

"This is a college that has a substantial num
ber of Jewish students. Three deans are Jew
ish. The experiences in the past are very dis
continuous with our situation now, in the sense 
that this is a college that is so committed to not 
pursuing prejudice.'' 

• 
that he was Jewish, he was rejected. ONE NEVER KNOWS how a Jewish organ-

The second experience must have been a ization, religious and general, will react. 
decade later. We were visiting Helen's family When we launched· our column, "Jews By 
in Tampa, and drove over to Tarpon Springs to Choice," we contacted the Union of American 
play goli. As we drove into the country club Hebrew Ha bblc; and suggested that we btjmt on 
road, we passed the first tee and stopped to their mailing list of their outreach program and 
take out our oags so we wouldn't have to Jug called attention to the column. ·when after 
them. We continued on to the pro shop, and several months there was no response, we for
were about to register, when we looked up and waded a copy of the first letter, and we got the 
saw the large sign which said, "Jews Not Per- same answer - nothing. 
mitted to Play. " Any reader of The Post and Opinion must 

We told the attendant to forget it, and started have the feeling that our column has more than 
to walk away. He then said, " It's off season, so one contribution to make. That is that it makes 
you can-play now. "·We didn't answer and left. born Jews feel unworthy. The embarrassment 

The last incident had to do with when we must run deep, or else we don't know our Jews. 
thought we had the makings of a champion Here are two lovely converts, deeply immersed 
boxer, and were fighting professionally in in their religion, practicing all the rituals, while 
Louisville. The promoters felt that our name pernaps not 10 percent of our readers know 
Gabriel Cohen wasn't Jewish enough, so we what time services begin Friday night or 
fought under the name of Abie Levy. They were Saturday morning at the congregation to which 
after Jewish fans: they belong, if they belong. 

We didn't lose for nine bouts, all three and So why not cooperate? 
four rounders, and we could have continued on Are we taking some g away from the out-
but the tenth bout was against a tall skinny reach program of the AHC? 
fighter, and while one daily paper (there were What is it that th ~nt, and therefore "1l 
no decisions rendered by the judges at that not cooperate? 
time) called it a draw, the other gave it to our There must reason. 

and Reform can go its way also. But in the cased 
patrilineal descent, Orthodoxy cannot escape being~ -
volved. The alternative is to forbid marriages where no 
strict conversion ceremony has been performed and that 
is pitting Orthodoxy against love, and we all know which 
will win. 
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Mr. Gabriel Cohen, Publisher 
The Jewish Post and Opinion 
611 N. Park Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Gabe: 

June 10, 1982 

I'm sorry to be so long in responding to your letter of May 26. 

This is to advise that I have shared your letter with the 
chairman of our Task Force on Reform Jewish Outreach, David W. 
Belin of Des Moines, Iowa. David is going to handle the matter 
and see to it that you receive material and information on Outreach 
which can be used in the Post and Opinion. 

With wannest regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Post u, Opinion 
611 N. PARK AVE . • INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46204 

May 26, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I hope this finds you in good health. 

I got a long distance call from I guess Mary Bogot, but I 
failed to make a note, so I'm not sure, and she promised to 
send me some material. I mailed her some back issues of The 
Post and Opinion so she cbuld peruse our two columnists on 
"Jews by Choice". However, I never did hear from her. 

I follow your career, and would hate to be in your shoes. 

When you see Begin, next month, please get across to him that 
there is a · rising feeling of ~ ~ease wi Israe 's West Bank 
actions and plans. I think it important that he knows that 
there is a surging underground resentment~ if not actual 
opposition. I doubt that this 1ADuld change any decisions, but 
it certainly would help him to weigh everything when he does 
make decisions, which involve the need for support from the 
American Jewish community. 

_/w" c:r~ Wi becz, 

~ r Gabriel Cohen, Publisher 

~c/. '~ / _ ,v~A ,z \) LP cf" 
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Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 
President, HUC-JIR 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Fred: 

June 14, 1983 

That's quite a 11case history" you shared with me. Oy! I hope there 
is another side to this story, but we'll probably never know. 

With fondest regards to you and Dee, in which Rhea joins, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: David W. Belin, Esq. 
Ms. Lydia Kukoff 

• 
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·ay 4th , 1 G8J 

Hebrew Union Colle.o-e 
Office of Educat ion 
Clifton Av e nue 
Cincinna ti, Ohio 
45219 

This is not a letter . It is a story . b short story Dane of experi6nc 

and I ~o not exoect that many future rabbis wi ll ever see it, nor do I 

expect that it will leave your office. But my story must be heard , and 

I will be s~t isfied knowin~ that it rea ched you . It is written from my 

heart , ann on an old tyuewriter , my hands prone to error , without the 

airt of a secretary . My story concern3 your attempt at educatinF converts 

and oossible converts to J udiasm via your evenin.o- cla sses . Everone is 

~a~tin ~ to know wha t ha puened t o the affluent Jews, the heqd line Jews, 

t~e converts wh o made it and a re smilinP- and happy . 

I wa s born in 1941 in a small town in Oh io. ry pa rents had a long history 

i'1 this country na tin~ back to the late 16OO 1 s. ~he ir religious back

P'TOU'1dS 1-1ere Protestant . They believec'l_ stronp-ly in God and attended 

services reC"Ularly . As a m!CJ.tured , I attended Sunday School , and JJ1a ny 

su~~ers of reli~ious school ~nr. c amps . As a you th leader I took an ac~ive 

role in s~rvices, assisting the ~inister , and le~dinr s ervices . ~nfor~u~-

atelv , I coll1 n ot accent Jesus . This ph ilosophica l n ilen~ h~nt ed ~e 

throu,:,-h colleP-e e.nd a breef st int in the U, S. Ar my , whe re I tra ined f or 

neath, wit~es s en deqth ~nd th e pleas of the dyin~ , many of which were 

Jewish . I ~id not need a Holocaust¢ to know death . My break away fro~ 

~he church and it s failure to coD~u i c a te with a needin~ cong~egat ion c a me 

1c;rhen oy first I:Jarria.o-e f <fri le d. . 

. ,, '") 3 
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At that time my interest in Judiasm slowly was aroused. I had ~~ny 

Jewish friends in Cleveland . It was strongly rumored that the roots 

of my mother ' s family were Jewish . I studied Jewish concepts in classes 

I took At ni~ht in Cleveland . I felt happy with Judiasm . I didnt need 

a shu l, I didnt need a con~regation . 

After a loni:r period of wander i nr:r in Cleveland, I met my wife, She 

was of HunR"arian and Russian Jewish roots , beautiful , knowinp: , sensitive . 

We are very happy in our marriaP'.e . Her mother was Orthodox , her father 

an atheist . We share an interes t in Oriental philosophy and parapsychology . 

She is Jewish because of her mother . One could spit on Jews, but beacauee 

of a Jewish Mother , they remain Jewish . 

After movini:r to Cinc innati and livin,o- h e re for man·, years , I wanted to 

convert t o Judiasm . I took your clas ses in the eveninrr . I entered the 

Kikvah in earnest and with a scincere heart. I wore a kippah at services. 

I covered my head when not in service. I ate Kosher . I went to classes 

at Adath Isreal on Torah . I went to Chabad classes. v!e Here '2'iven a 

fr e e one year membership at Wise Center. I attended minyan at the 

Downtown Syna,o.-oQ'Ue for o'1ler a year . He attended services, we ate up the 

holiday moods , we bou~ht kosher food in Cleveland and sent it to Cincin ~ati c 

We studied Hebrew • 

. ,'.,. lthoui::-h our enthasiam re-ained hii:rh, our reception was very cool by 

~embers of the Jewish commun ity . We didnt look diffpren~ . We didnt act 

differen t. We dress ed like everyone else . We drove a nice car . We 

lived in Glenda le, we both had "ood jobs. What was dif::'erent. His e 

Center is very l a r~e . Then a Rabb i, recently P-ra duated from y our school 

a~1d a close friend of my 1,. ife , tole us, "~he bia:,a-er the shul, the billi="er 

the fool ." ,; e wondered ii' we should. h <1 ve joined a smalller p l =:t ce of 

1,:ors'l-i i u . 



In the business world, we made every attempt to befJriend everone . 

Beinrr- well-known in Cincinnat i business , we had many friends. We 

did jobs for every Jewish or~nization, and the Peerless people, the 

Freeman people, the oriranizers, the country clubbers, the kosherites, 

the condo crowd. 

~ver_y job we did for the Jei.Tish Federeation was returned . Somethini,: was 
shouted 

always found to be wronl!' (there seldom was), we were i}1(¢#j1~~ down and 

forced to trrant more than liberal discounts . Every job at Hise Center 

had a nroblem.. (there were no problems) . It 1-ms incredible. Here was 

the Catholic view of the Jewish stereotype: Jew him down, try to get it 

cheaper . Those supposedly ric:hteous C inc in'1a ti Je'.'lish people were behavin 

like ill-mannered peasant s in an Isaac Sin(Z'er novel!! II !And we p-ot burned 

in one business transaction after another . Fina lly, wy wife put her foot 

1own ; she resfused. to deal with any Jewish organizations ap:ain : she, 

the desc2ndant of hundreds who nerished in Treblinka and Dachau , the 

great i:rr~nddau~hter of the chief rabbi of Ric:a l! I 

·.-:hen it was t iJ11e to i:ret tickets to Plum Street Temple for the h i ►h holy 

('lays , we were told we should coui:rh up the bucks for our second year membe r 

ship. This soured my wife. 

Any CRtholic can walk into an Easter serv ice at any church at Rny time . 

Any Me thodist can worship God any time any place any churfh. But a Jew 

1•rill put a urice on observance. The Chabads had the ri::rht idea •.• let 

r?.. inline Judiasm out of the bai:r anrl ito the hearts of the Jewish masses 

FREE OF CH.11..RGE, providini:r you ask no quest ions anri have blind faith . 

I do not have bli~d f a ith in anythinp-. 



We attended services in a small rural shul . The city life and Cin

cinnati Jewish German people p:ot to be too much . With a name like 

, you i:z:et stares of disbelief when you say youre Jewish. 

We ~ot more that disbelief at that tiny shul. We p:ot rude treatment ••• 

plain old fashioned rude treatment. We did our volunteerinp: . We 

Q"8.Ve, WP helped. But we still huni:z: on to our beliefs . He were still 

Jewish. 

One year , somethina- terrible hapnaned. We both lost our jobs. He were 

Aown and out. We called the Jewish Welfare Ap:.ency (I'm sorry, we cant 

help you at all .) The local shul (I'm so sorry there is nothin~ we can 

do for you) . And we had a child. With no money . And payments. And not 

one Jewish hand, e x cent from the Chabads, who wanted our souls in return. 

1/e we re bumminp- out on Cincinnati Jadiasm very quickly . 

The problem with Rabbis is that they cant help anyone , only ari:z:ue Torah . 

That was the ca se in 4 shuls . 

We both collected unPmployment. It was rourrh. We could afford to keen 

Kosher/ no lonlTer. My wife was in ill health. He sometimes almost 

starved . And when the holy da ys came around , there were no tickets 

bacause we n.i n. nt "belonP-." Shuls becamp country clubs in their t/.lnt,1.../ 

refusal to let non memb ers in to pray . We were burn..rn inp- out on Ju1 1J.a sm 

very quickly . 

\'. e were learninrr why younp- Jews no lonlTer are act ivl~ Jewish, why mB- ny 

convprt •.. it is ba use they want acceptance . Thfey wouldt find it h e r e . 

Tima a nd another winter passed by . 



J 

--- ---=-----------------------

We both founri other jobs. My wife joined a successful company. I 

own a small business that is a:rowin~. Our daus:rhter has a sitter. 1 e 

own a home in a quiet suburb. We bap;a.n readin~ Dr. Leo F. Busca~lia. 

"The \fay of The Bull" •• Fawcett paperback. And "Personhooa.." And 

"Livinrr, Lovintr, and Learnin a." same p:u.y. Words of wisdom. Not to 

be found in your library, we are surel The bull represents life, 

enerP"y , truth, and action. But once found, the bull cannot be tethered • 

•.. he must be free. One must seek him, and his meanin~ , over and over 

ai:rain. 

We were both very unhappy with our Jewish experiences in Cincinnati . 

I joined a Budd hist or.llanization in Mt. Shasta, California, and #ftitti 

Dractice a combination of reli~ions (I have an ouen mind and no master) 

•. I io yor:ra (siddha) and ~editate, and rt/ indulge myself in Shintoism 

and i3uc1"lhist p:ract ices. \. e hope our daughter foloows out traditions. We 

have gained many new frien~s and we are both at peace . I attend minyRn 

once a week , a nd say the Sh!main the morninP- and at ni~ht. But to be 

an active Jew ai:rain , no way , Josel 

Judia sm has done nothin~ for those ea~er to accept the cha llenqe of life . 

•. expect i rip os e certain restrictions and instill a bip-oted vieupoint 

(in Cinci~nnRti) f a r more dRn.llerouse than your holocaust fantasies of 

the hillbilli e s and the c a tholics. As Jewish educa tion teaches the youD~ 

child to assimilate the snob b ishness.ne eded for survival in c a fe soc ict;r, 

I need t o tell my child sh e has a choice to become a lover or a loser. 

v; ilder said there is a l and of the livinr-- and a l and of the dead , and 

the brid ~e i s love. The only survival a nd the only mea nin'2'.'. 

Cinc i n~~t i Jews are aloof . I am ind if:erent . 



.:any of you will fine. this letter offensive. While I ri.o not have 

hi:ite in my heart, I have. only compassion for all hun~n ity. But 

I shall no ✓ i:ro out of I:J.Y way to b e firiend the Je :'1 ish com::rnn ity. And 

if thin~s really ~et tou~h in the world of bii:rotry(and l e ts hope they 

do not), rJY viewnoint still stands. I will not cast my clot with a 

uroup of cafe society bi~~ots who wont help their fellow man unless 

he is living on a kibbutz . 

And your newspaper 1s nothin~ more than a society pa~e and you and I 

b0th~ow it. The Jewish We lfare Fund is a hoax and only a s ma ll percenta~e 

of rJds realized Rctually get to those in need •.. witness the opulant 

offices of your shuls, and. associations of 4th dtreet downto'l-<m. 

So ma ny expensive dinners to Q"ive out so many awards to people who would 

no more heln a J ew in need in this country than I can fly by myself . 

Take a lon~ hard look at yourse lvesllll 

Thousands of diamond totin~ condo ownini;r richies raisin~ money from the 

cant afford it middle class so that the money can be sent to a hone land 

run by an Othodox monarchy that is anti-Reform and ~ nti-conservativn and 

treats incomin~ non orthos as second class citizens, who denys freedoms 

to black Jews •• That is my rrri pe , my "fellow Jews." 

I may be a lousy typist but I have a ri n-ht to be a nary. I woulct never 

i:rive one red cent to anyone who would openly supnort a bip:s::roted i;rovernment 

• • • • h~w cou ld I stand 1tall and d e fend my so called Jewishness in this 

li o-ht .... ??? 



. ' 
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I have seen thousnds diei their insides meltin~ on my hands , their 

S'mas and pleas for mother on their lips. And now I have seen the 

turned hanQ and the turned head . Now I have seen it all . And now 

you know why I read Basg-arrlia and turn to Buddhism . While Bufidha 

sou~ht bo enli~hten all human bein~s , what enli~htenment have you 

brous:iht in a i'.ercedes with $5 0 a plate dinners t You just cant be 

humble , Jews ••. you dont know the meaninp.: of the word . That Mikvah 

didnt purify anythin,cr, but water will wake someone up .. it took me 

three years to wake up and nm'>' the last drop has been dried off. 

There are those Jews I hold in h1'2:h esteem and 2ect. There are 

some Jews I have as c lose firneds, but I wou ld ~;ive you ten cents for 

the rest of Cincinnati Jewry, and I have p-one out of my way to tell 

this ao possible converts everywhere . 

un,fipned . 



February 10, 1983 

Dr. Eugene Mihaly 
Executive Bean for Academic Affairs 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Gene: 

Before thts letter reaches Ctnctnnati, we undoubtedly will have 
seen each other at the Task Force Meeting. I am looking for· 
ward to attending and to seeing you. 

Thank you for sharing with me Dr. Davidson's autobiography. It 
is a fascinating and magnificent statement! I am going to send 
it along to Lydia, Sandy and David for their perusal. I 1 11 also 
be interested in learning if Dr. Davidson becomes a student in 
the Rabbinic School. 

WI th warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

to: LK/SS/DWB for reading ... 



bee: Erica Bard Riley 

1 Al : nd- r '- . ~ hi 'l r 
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Noveber 16, 1982 

Ms. Erica Bard Riley 
Coordinator, Intermarriage Project 
Jewish Family and Vocational Service 
3640 Dut chmans Lane 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 

Dear Erica: 

As you can see by the enclosed memo, I'm very much impressed with 
your proposal and I'm sending it along to our 11 experts11 in the field 
who, I am sure, will respond to you with some suggestions which might 
be of help to you. 

I myself am much impressed with what you have to offer. I am encouraged 
by the fact that the Outreach effort which I initiated within the synagogue 
is extending to the entire community as well. 

Be sure to keep me posted as you progress in your work. 
( 

It was a delight to meet you. Every good wish. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

{ 
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November 8, 1982 

Servi~ x; 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am the coordinator of the recently inaugurated Project on Inter
marriage of the Jewish Family and Vocational Service . The Project 
was funded by a one-year grant from the Endowment Committee of the 
Jewish Federation of Louisville and is designed to provide a 
unified, community wide approach to the issues of intermarriage. 

We view this project as one encompassing both a close working re
lationship with our rabbis and the formation of a Task Force made 
up of representatives from all of the local organizations, congre
gations and agency boards of the LouisvilLe Jewish community. 
While the first meeting of the Task Force has not yet been held, 
the response of the community has been good and we now have nineteen 
Task Force members, including three rabbis . 

I am aware of the Outreach Program of the UAHC, and, in fact, at
tended an Outreach Weekend in Indianapolis with Lydia Kukoff. I 
found the program quite rewarding, both personally and profession
ally; many of Lydia's suggestions were extremely helpful . 

I have enclosed a copy of the project proposal and copies of the 
tentative structure and goals of the Task Force committees. I would 
greatly appreciate any comments or suggestions you might have on the 
project and the objectives of the Task Force. 

I am continuing to pursue research on the issues of in t ermarriage 
but have found that much of the source material is. fifteen to twenty 
years old. I would be grateful for any suggestions of more recent 
references. Do you, by any chance, know of a bibliography on the 
topic of intermarriage? 

I feel that the issues of intermarriage are important and sensitive 
ones and I would appreciate any help you could give me . I thank 
you in advance for your assistance 

EBR/fb 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~Ct£,~;_ 

Erica Bard Riley, -~ 
Coordinator, Intermarriage Projec t 
JEWISH FAMILY AND VOCATIONAL SERVICE 
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INTRODUCTION 

Intermarriage is one of the great challenges facing the Jewish family and community 
today. This issue is not new; it has been part of the Jewish experience for several 
millennia but has grown rapidly in the past 20 years. This has resulted in the 
growth of a population with special needs and concerns affecting not only themselves, 
but their families and the entire Jewish community . 

In terms of this proposal, we will be using the same definitions as used in the 
American Jewish Committee Survey: Intermarriage as an all inclusive term for any 
marriage between an individual who was born Jewish and one who was not; mi xed mar
riage refers to marriages in which neither partner converted; conversionary marriages 
refer to marriages in which the non Jewish spouse converted to Juda ism. 

Some of the facts* 

* Prior to 1960 the rate of intermarriage was below 10 per cent 
* From 1961-1965 the rate rose to 17.4 per cent 
* Between 1966-1972 the rate doubled to 31.7 per cent 
* 44 per cent of Jewish adults in mixed marriages are under 40 years old 
* 30 per cent bf intermarriages, non Jewish spouse converted to Judaism 
* Over 70 per cent of intermarrieds indicate that they intend for their children 

to receive a Jewish education 

In addition to this: 

* The loss of l/3 of the Jewish people in the Holocaust 
* The low Jewish birth rate (below zero population growth) 
* Significant increas e in divorce, remarriage, and choice of single lifestyle 

It is imperative that intermarriage be looked at from a community perspective in a. 
constructive, rea listic manner. 

The conclusions of the AJC National Study on "Intermarriage and the Jewish Future" 
were clear as to ways in which to meet this population and strengthen the total 
Jewish community. 

Footnotes: 

The findings all seem to suggest the need for formal and informal 
programs of outreach to the intermarried bj communal organizations 
and the Jewish community as a whole. They also suggest that the most 
important focus of such outreach must be education, directed not 
solely to the Jewish spouse, but to the couple and to their children . 

The goal should be to enable both Jewish and non-Jewish spouses to 
learn more about the Jewish religious and cultural tradition, and to 
help them to make their family life and the education of thefr child
ren more Jewish-oriented. 

* Statistics compiled from National j~~ish Population Study of 1971, conducted 
by Council of Je~ish Federation and the American Jewish Committee Report of 
1979 on Intermarriage. 
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Obviously, the spirit in which outreach is conducted is as important 
as its content . Our attitude toward the intermarried should be that 
of we l come, not only because they are our children, or because communal 
etiquette requires it , but because their Jewish feel i ngs and connections 
are of value and importance to us. 

Nor is the urgency of adult Jewish education and communal outreach 
limited to the intermarried. · If it is important to encourage more 
conversions to Judiasm among the intennarried, it is even more im
portant for many who were born Jewish to experience a learning 
similar to conversion . 

There is a crying need to strengthen Jewish experience and identity 
among American Jews, from early childhood on, and to continue those 
ties in both endogamous and exogamous marriage. In the long run, this 
is the only way to assure Jewish continuity and to provide for a mean
ingful Jewish future. 

CURP~NT EXPERIENCE IN LOUISVILLE 

There have been isolated attempts to reach this population from synagogue and temple 
outreach and education programs to JFVS sponsored JFLE groups. Each of the synagogues 
in Louisville offers either individual and/or group conversion lessons with their 
respective rabbis . The number of individuals who might convert in any one year ranges 
from zero to eighteen. The range is a reflection of individual synagogue, denomination 
and rabbi differences. The Reform congregations in the community have offered various 
dialogues on the issue as suggested by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations as 
wel 1 as programs such as "family match ups" between converts and born Jews. Each of 
the rabbis sees the phenomena of mixed marriages and conversionary marriages as issue s 
which certainly affect numbers in their congregations whether it be personally or . 
close family members or friends. 

Jewish Family and Vocational Service sponsored a one evening discussion program which 
sixteen people attended plus an additional ei ght expres sed interest. Since the first 
meeting, JFVS has heard from approximately ten other individuals interested in this 
type of programming . In recent weeks, articles on conversion have appeared in the 
COMMUNITY, KENTUCKY JEWISH POST, and THE ~ESSENGER. One of the major conclusions 
from these varied programs has been the need for a more integrated, total community 
approach to this issue in a planned and coordinated fashion. 

PLAN OF ACTION 

This model demo nstration program, to be funded for one year, would develop a community
wide integrated approach to intermarriage, developing services and programs, increasing 
community awareness, creating aggressive outreach attempts and providing support and 
guidance for all of those individuals, agencies and organizations to develop their own 
particular, relevant foci of service·. 

This would be done in part through the use of a community task force to be convened 
with lay and professional representation .from the Jewish agencies, synagogues and 
membership organizations in Louisville . The mission of this task force in conjunction 
with the staff project coordinator would . be to research the issue, assess community 
needs, define populations who are "at risk" for outreach, and develop a program of 
services to be offered by any of the 1ocal organizations/agenc i ~s which wil'. be in
volved. Each local agency/organization would then have the option of offering a 
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specific, relevant service or program geared at the populations at risk which 
would most appropriately fit within their structure, goals, and foci of service. 
This would inturn provide the Louisville c,ommunity \<iith a professional, undupli
cated, integrated total community approach to the issues of intermarriage. 

This project could not take place under,.the auspices of the JFLE program as pre
sently staffed because the nature of this project will involve extensive time and 
research in terms of the issues of intermarriage and other community responses; 
informing and staffing the task force; and in developing programs and guidelines 
for implementation . The present JFLE program already offers a full range of group 
workshops covering many life cycle issues ahd staff time would not be available for 
this intensive program . 

Initial outreach would include word of mouth, newspaper articles, membership lists, 
brochures, and might be geared to the following groups: 

- Intermarried couples (where a spouse has converted or where a 
conversion has not taken place) 

- Potential intermarrieds and converts 
- Converts 
- Children of mixed marriages 
- Parents and grandparents of intermarrieds 
- Teens and college age youth 

Some of the se r vices which might be developed are: 

l) Educational "Hovi to" programs (through Bureau, synagogues, JCC)-
(e.g. how to celebrate Shabbath, how to build succah ... ) 

2) Outreach for Shalom Night re: Jewish organizations and services 
(through Federation, organizations) 

3) Social-emotional discussion, courses (through JFVS, synagogues) 
a) In conjunction with conversion classes 
b) Around holidays (Christmas) 
c) At different life cycle events (birth of first child, Bar Mitzvah .. ) 
d) For parents of intermarrieds, children of intermarrieds, couples 
e) Interdating for teens, college age 

4) Informal support networks (JCC, synagogues) 

This program will be evaluated at the end of one year on the following indexes: 

a) Numbers of people that participate in any one program or are put on 
a mailing list 

b) Numbers of new programs or services that are offered by organizations 
and agencies 

c) Survey of participants reactions to programs that are offered based on 
written and oral evaluation forms. 

d) Numbe~ of peop le who participate who subsequently join a Jewish orqani
zation, contribute to UJC, send a child to a Jewish educational program, 
or in any way affiliate with the Jewish community 

At the end of the year, this program couf1 potentially be funded by national monies 
or could be absorbed by local agencies with minimal coordination through the JFLE 
program of JFVS. Thi~ would be possible because the ultimate goal of this proposal 
is to encourage, guide, and develop pr;ogramming within the framework of already 
exis t ing agencies and organizations. 
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CONCLUSION 
~ The time has come for intermarriage to be placed on the Jewish community agenda . 

This model program will enable the Louisville Jewish community to be in the fore
front of this issues, to develop qual.i-.ty programming within the framework of 
existing agencie~ and to make a significant contribution to the incorporation of 
this population into the Jewish community . 



r 
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c;mmittee for Programming and Outreach 

l. Develop list of Jews by choice, mixed married couples for use in appropriate 
mailings. 

2. Develop agenda for support groups for agencies, synagogues, organizations 
A. educational 
B. emot i onal 
C. social 
D. related to l i fe cycle events 
E. related to age groups 

3. Solidify and improve linkage network 
A. Shalom Louisvjlle brochure in all synagogues 
B. develop host individuals ·and families 
C. increase contact between old and new members of congr egations, organizat ~ons 
D. enlarge Shalom program 

4. Deve 1 op recommendations regarding outreach to Jews by choice, mixed marrieds by 
synagogues, organizations e.g., 

A. complimentary membership in congregat ions 
B. complimentary membership at Jewish Community Center 

5. Develop policy and plan for continuation of programming 

6. Eva l uate committee's funct i oning in context of project 

/ 
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Ms. Karen V. Griebel 
4266A castleman 
St. Louis, M) 63110 

Dear 1-"lS. Griebel: 

November 3, 1982 

In response to your recent letter I am pleased to enclose herewith 
sane rmterials developed in connection with our Outreach Program. 
I call your attention especially to the Stmmry Report of the Task 
Force on Reform Jewish Outreach. 

You srould know that our efforts in regard to seeking to reach m
churched Americans are not the subject of our prime concern at this 
time .. We are ~rkiing closely with interfaith couples and, of course, 
with Jews by ClwW!ee 

I trust thissaterials be shared w:ith you will be of help. Please 
extend my wann regards to Rabbi Jacobs. With all good ·wishes, I am 

fldncerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Dr. Alexander Schindler 
838 5th Ave . 
New York City, NY 10021 

Dear Dr. Schindler, 

4266A Castleman 
St . Louis, MO 63110 
October 30, 1982 

I am finishing my M.Div. work at Christ Seminary-Seminex in St. Louis , Hissouri 
(Lutheran). For a class project I recently interviewed Rabbi Robert Jacobs 
and he suggested I contact you for information on your work. I understand that 
you are attempting to reach unchurched Americans and tell them about Judaism 
(especially Reformed Judaism) . I am beginning to study the impact o: secularism 
on our society and find this idea to be fascinating. Could you give me more 
details about your efforts? Thank you-

Yours truly, 

Karen V. Griebel 

P.S. Rabbi J acobs sends his greetings-



Mr. Gabriel Cohen, Publisher 
'rhe Jewish Poat an:i Opinion 
611 North Pane Avenue 
Iridianapolls, m 46204 

• 

Aftril 29, 1982 

Ye~:: , I h:.d ch.fl.Ta". l:V S9e t.1-}a rlEM oo 1.tm. whio'l you n.....-e runni..119 on "JEMB 
by Choi.CE. 1 aoo need.teas t,:) say I am e J ~ gt~ with it am ~ !T'!)re de:
l},.qhte1 ,-rith your w!lli::~ to devote a full paqe to t.'lis Sl.lbject. It 
i s a very gcx:id ~Y of can"')-ina this mucih fi(..--B"'?.ed :"Ograll'i i orwaru. Aft®: 
all, our os.~tis.l ; ,. :bkn h&G iEi th,-2! v:.. ,~,. u.c;(~tior. wi '. oux cor.stituar.cy 
and th-3 .nc.er. to sxchanqe ~~-ru.1::;r,.s .... ic i<l '-""S. 

I t!m:t t.l.'3.'dng K~l'.'Y K. E<:.c:ot to p~ VUU ~ularl ,.,;i t.h i1·"'ta"i:;l,e; , ;hi.ch 
may • of he1 to ].10\l in c:-iet:tin<;r tt,,r-,, i. J~vY:rn.?.":i.on ·; set:k. Ghe i11, :r Elnl 

v.ta.i.n, be hafJrJt/ t; do oo on an ongoi~ basis . Macy K. , by the way , is 
the W'lfe o:e our As!'!OC:t.s:~. Dir= tor of Bdt~tion, ~ •i 1-:l~ -ar d J2oqot , che 
.Ls a Jaw 'b\1 Ci:x:d.oe l'..n~ s...iie is rc,,, ~.it:..~· a ?\1$Waletter which ooeg to am 
_ Choi • throt1trhout the a..-u:1+- .. • ' n ct. )("Jl'.' 'ii.,:'\r·d,3: -~he u: rra t ~... to order 
for , .rhat you ?>?£.>.0 .• 

I am as1d1 ':r ~~.ry !<: •• cy ;-:eer..s ~ a ca:~s of t.}->,.;_I": lat:t: -0,·,, to , a-t. in :o Jcil 
with ?Jl.l rurl to dotettd.ne just t<.-'hat. kind of. rna"tP..rial p.! rmit an1. ho-! oft.en 
you ~ d lik.£, to hear. £:ran her. 

'!here are ot.~.r ~le within the Union you mi:]'ht want to com:.act on ar, 
inilvidual basis 1,:m t!L~ to ti,mi;l, such ns : David w. _eJ.in of Deu :-oines, 
Chairman of tl-£: Ta ~ ~ For~ m Rcfon\ Jvwish Ot1.t1."ec'1Ch, .v..,l: i &-ii fo1:d S ltT.er f 
Director of the Outreach Pl:'og:rai .; a.-YJ Ly1,ia Kukoff r • t;-!cr,al CQ(n:<15~.z:t~ : or 
this endeavor. :t,ds letter is also hoing shared ~,j.th tl alx::,.1e ro-t.oo r.;e:,p1e 
so they are awrise:t of the new de\Telqment in The .. Tew:t.ah Post .~.:1 0pu1icn. 

With all 9)00 wishes and test regards, I am 

oc.: David W. Bllin, Esq. 
Mary K. Begot 
Lydia Kllkoff 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

S~-rE:1ly, 

Alexarrler M. Schindler 
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uEJewish Post "' Opinion 
611 N. PARK AVE. • INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46204 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

April 23, 1982 

I hope this finds you in good health. 

I don't know whether you had a chance to see the new 
column we are running on "Jews by Choice". 

I am willing to devote a page to the subject, but need 
some ideas. I'm of course thinking of this page being useful 
to those who are considering conversion. 

If I had a way of finding out · various instruction courses 
going on in almost every Jewish community in North America, I 
would sample them. I have an idea that this might be helpful 
to those considering or in the process of undergoing instruction. 

If you have any ideas, I would be appreciative. 

With best wishes, 

Gabriel Cohen 
Publisher 

• 



f~r lo r1- · r i·•~ .. , Gu~;t.( .. fs n 
1' .C,CD i' 11 nw ·ay 
Go 1 c e • , 8C~- 1 

Dear nv- . Gustafson ~ 

Janua1:v 27 ~ 1982 

hank y LI f r Jc.Lff h•'.,ter of January , 7 e:xprcsdng i:, des·l re o 1 ea.rn 
r •(n'e- · ti~) it J 1tl11·' sm < .d t ,1 t ,_(' ,; ish ·o:) c,r<i ·,our he i:: tc con1.1~rt t r.> 
t li t f,.1· • ·1 o yr r -..n -:: . $ • r s . .et fs'e (.ssm·..:.. yo of our dt•- i re tc1 ai c 
you in your quest. 

Fort~; ~ct t{, 1 y i : . r <: :.irt a nui e ._ f syr,af109~:es -in y0 ir c ~a . I h 'C 
spokt:n t:c !,~tbbi ~teven Fos ter cf one of our Mos t pr '::" t 'if'.10tL . eform 
co 1~:r ~nations . Cur ~1~'"'9?t·1 "lrJ fr;~ n ·c 1 ~ 51 >;:~1 e St reet} Dt::11ver , He 
z.sks that you telep O1e Mm to drr~i1Cit- for ·n appofo· rn0n t as t ·111 1 
be Lc.tri:i· rrlf!et 1t 'It yol,. T, e te 1 ephone nu1;1· er i s 3P,3- 4013. I or 
con-fi c! nt you wi 11 en5oy meet f n, , abl>i Fus t"'r · n(i '"hat ' ., will iv hh 
utios ·· ti:, be of he1i ·o you . 

i~ith every g(10 d wish and ki ncies t firE>e tfocs ~ I am 

Alexan,er M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Steven£. Foster 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles• Jerusalem 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DEAN 
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 
(513) 221-1875 

February 7, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

~~01 

vi / 
tr}.:-~ 

~ 
As you undoubtedly know, we require an autobiography (J "'~ {)v(J 
from all candidates for admission to the College. 1~- I 
The enclosed one is from a young man whom I had met h 
several years ago in Houston. I find the essay (J'vV /~, 
deeply moving and most impressive. I look forward 

1

~J 
to seeing you at the meeting of the Task Force on {,;j • 
Outreach next Sunday. 

With warmest greetings and best wishes, I am 

As 

.2~ 
{_ /Eu · ene Mihaly 

Exr cutive Dean for Academic Affairs 

I 

I 
B11:pg 
Enclosure 



Denver Colorado. January, 17, 1982 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

My name is Mauritz Gustafson, and at the 

moment I live in Colorado. Ihave an i mp-

ortant question which Iwould apprecia te 

your advice. At the mom,ent I am a me!!lber 

of the Methodist church, but I want to go 

ba ck to my families old religion, the 

Jewish faith. How is it possible for me to 

Convert back to Judaism? I am 19 years old, 

and have therefor past my Bar-Mitzvah age. 

l have been thinking about this for many 

years, and have decided, but I need a dvice . 

Thats why I got your address from a friend . 

During the last seven years I have been l iving 

in Europe and have visited Syna gogues in Oslo, 

Rome etc. But I' ve ALL~ays felt like a Methodist 

visiting a Synagogue, not a Jew. How can I 



become a Jew? In my heart I feel like a Jew, 

but my knowledge of Judaism is minimal. I 

would deeply appreciate your advice. 

Shalom Al/.m 

MY ADDRESS: Mauritz Gustafson 
12880 Willow Way 
Golden Colorado 
80401 

Please excuse my bad typing . 

--



STANDARD MILLING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 410, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 

PAUL UHLMANN JR. 
President 

January 6, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

1009 CENTRAL STREET 
Telephone (816) 221-8200 

I received two letters from you in December 
and I am most appreciative of both of them. I, 
too, am happy to be back on the Board and look 
forward to our May meeting. 

In your last letter you were asking parti
cularly about what could be done in Kansas City 
for the Outreach Program. This was of course 
discussed at the Delegates' meeting and it was 
visibly highlighted (skyrocketed!) by Mr. Rapo
port's challenge grant. These are the kind of 
figures up with which I am willing to put, but 
I don't believe they are the kind of figures 
you will find in Kansas City. 

I do not think that a fund-raising for Out
reach would be productive in Kansas City at this 
time. As the program becomes a little more defi
nitive, I still have hopes of being able to raise 
a little money out this way, but not in those 
brackets. 

Would love to have you in Kansas City any
time, of course, but I think your fund-raising 
out here, or my fund-raising for the Outreach 
Program out here, would be easier once we get a 
program and a budget. 
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I will be in Phoenix for approximately three 
months starting this week, but want to be at the 
Outreach committee meeting in February and I am 
looking forward to seeing you then. In the mean
time, with best regards and hopes for a great New 
Year for you and Rhea, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

Pi u~ 
Paul hlmann, JV. 

v 

PUJr/bj 



December 22, 1981 

Mr . Paul l h lnan , r., President 
Standard Milling Company 
P.O. Box 4 1 0 
Kansas City, MO 64141 

Dear Paul: 

I n you r letter o f .Ser:ter.i, or 2 reac ting to .y phonin g whether 
or . o t som e thi n g co· l d be do ne f or the O troach p ro gra m in 
Kansas tiy, you rep li e d: ' ' I ho p e to ge t some more facts 
and figures a t the Bien . i a a c p o ssihl~ I c an do sone h ing 
af t e r it." 

Now I wan t you to kn ow an o ~f e· 151~ th~t is Pn • f0rro t ten 
and I write to offer my help in helping you to fulfill your 
wishes. 

In your letter you ra.ll.sed t . . ·" Hd i t y of :ry com ing to 
Kansas City for a special funrtio . Whatev er it is , e y time 
you want me please let me know and I'm ready to hel us bohh 
advance our mutual cause. 

Let me say once again how nice it was to be with you i n QStc11 . 

Sincerely, 

Ale xan der M. Schin cJe r 

I 



STANDARD MILLING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 410, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 # 2.-

PAUL UHLMANN JR. 
President 

September 2, 1981 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex, 

1009 CENTRAL STREET 
Telephone (816) 221-8200 

Thank you very much for your letter of August 25th and for 
your phone call - enjoyed talking to you and appreciated hearing 
a little bit about the CCAR Convention. Also, received in the 
mail an invitation for the Board of Delegates' meeting in Boston, 
followed of course by the Biennial Convention. I plan to attend 
both and look forward to seeing you there. 

Over the phone we discussed possible contributions of a 
major nature to an Outreach Program endowment. I of course think 
it is a great idea to have such a fund. I have been on the Out
reach Committee since its beginning and I am a great admirer of 
David Belin and think his report will be received enthusiastically 
at the Biennial Convention. 

Even before your phone call, I had done a little discussing 
with some of my friends here about increasing their support to 
the UAHC, either on a direct project basis or just by joining the 
RJA at a reasonable level. I think we will have a very good 
attendance at the Biennial Convention and will try to work on 
some of them prior to it. 

Concerning Outreach, I have never talked to anyone - and I 
have talked to many people concerning this, who has not been 
enthusiastic about the program; frequently with the question of 
why we didn't do this sooner. Just in our own small community 
here, we have had two inter-marriages recently that I know of, 
both performed by Rabbi Ed Cohn, and one involving some very 
close friends of ours. At our last Friday night's service, I 
met some out-of-town parents of one of the participants and they 
had never been in a temple before. I think they were genuinely 
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impressed with the dignity and beauty of the service; and 
although I think they take a somewhat dim view of their son's 
marrying, their very presence at the temple and Ed Cohn's 
gracious manner and understanding will be helpful. 

I have discussed raising some money for the Outreach Pro- \ 
gram. Everyone is for the program, but everyone I have talked l 
to feels it should be an integral part of every temple, not 
requiring separate funding. I have explained that literature, 
pamphlets, organization and man/woman-power do not come free. 
If the program is really to get off the ground, it will have to 
have some funding. I hope to get some more facts and figures ► 
at the Biennial and can o something a reP ,t, put 

ml< fflat I hav·e any major contributors in -sight. -
We would enjoy having you in Kansas City; in fact, I think 

your last visit sparked a fine idea that we are continuing and 
that is the joint service of all three Reform congregations. We 
are having a Biennial in Kansas City next October and I am not 
sure if you are planning to come, but if you have time, you could 
combine the Biennial visit with~ small fund-raising dinner. 

There is one thing I am doing and it is a proj~ct I have dis
cussed for three to four years, but have held off starting as I 
have been waiting for the right moment. Basically, it concerns a 
more reasonable distribution of funds going to Israel, not only 
from Kansas City, but all Federations. As you know, the Federa
tions give subs tan ti al funds of money from all over the country. 
through the JDC with essentially the funds b~ing used for health, 
educational and religious projects in Israel. Funds are limited 
to these areas by the IRS ruling. These funds go into the hands 
of the government of Israel and are used for health, educational 
and religious projects, but only the Orthodox branch receives any 
funding. ,· 

In a town like Kansas City where the Reform movement gives 
30-40 percent of the money or in a town like Nashville where it 
might give 80 percent of the money, there is something intrinsically 
wrong with this division. More and more people are talking about 
it and some of the actions of the Begin government will presumably 
increase this trend. I think it has already dampened sources of 
funding. It seems morally wrong as well as self-defeating and I 
am in hopes that the Kansas City Jewish Federation will direct that 
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some percentage, even a small percentage, of its funds be given 
to the Reform institutions in Israel as well as Conservative, 
and of course continuing funding of the Orthodox institutions 
in Israel. I will keep you advised of my progress, but as one 
of my very close friends and a staunch Federation man said, 
"Don• t hold your breath. 11 

With best regards and looking forward to seeing you and 
Rhea soon, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 11/ ~ \)\ 
llGYu~lmann, Jr.- f' 

PUJr/bj 



Pr. Paul Ullmann, Jr. 
Standard ~illing Company 
1009 Central 
Kansas City, MO 64105 

near Paul: 

August 25. 1981 

Thank you so much for your willingness to listen to my 
request. Not that your response was any less than I 
expected, you have always been most gracious to me. 

Please give the matter some thought, discuss it with 
your friends and see what you can do. Then let me know. 
Whatever frame work you determine ~ill be acceptable to 
me. I can meet with individuals or with small groups, 
whatever you decide. 

If, at the same time, I can visit your temple and speak 
there to a larger group I will be ~lad to o so. Again, 
if thi~ is what the Congregation wishes. 

With repeated thanks and warmest regards to you and 
arbara, in which P-hea joins me, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander r. Schindler 



Telephone: 
7t.'iC. l7H 

Wtntpir ~hat4 JsrMI 
124 NORTH ASHLAND AVENUE 

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 40502 

April 29, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear A lex, 

I spoke with Lydia Kukoff yesterday and heard 
about the Outreach session this weekend. She was 
pleased. John Bush just left my office. They returned 
last evening. He and his wife are ecstatic. 

Accolades to you for arranging the session and to 
the Union staff who made it all fall in place. 

Keep up the good work. 

Kindest, 

~// 
\,/ i 11 i am J. Le ff 1 er 

cc Rabbi Seltzer 

William J Leffler 
11.ilRRT 



Mrs . David Brenner 
4260 Centennial Court 
Cannel , Indiana 46032 

Dear Mrs. Brenner: 

Septerrt>er 19, 1979 

It was thoughtful of you to watte after having seen me on the 
Phil Donahue Show. I am grateful to you for sharing your con
cerns and your thoughts with me. 

With best wishes to you and your dear ones for a sweet and 
ful f il ling New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MR . & MRS , VAVIV BRENNER 
' ij2 60 Centennial Cowr.t 

Ccuune.l, Indiana 46032 
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Mr~. Wi 11 i am Kaufman 1 / 

11-6-I Evergreen Road' ' 
Edison~, N.J. 08817 ' 

,• ,A· 
Oe~r Mrs. Kaufman: 

September 18, 1979 

,,,Thank you for your 1etter following my appearance on the Phil Donahue Show. It w~s thoughtful of you to write and I am pleased that you shared youir thoughts with me. 
I 

With every good wish for a sweet and fulfilling New Year, I am 

/ 
I 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi M. Schindler 
Union American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi: 

116-I Evergreen Rd. 
Edison, N. J. 08817 
Sept. 13, 1979 

.J 

Just finished watching you on the Phil Donahue Show, which I watch every 
morning and find it very stimulating. I feel his show is TOPS and should 
be rerun at night when more people can see and enjoy it. 

Why doesn't the Jewish organizations and people have more shows on Television 
telling about the Jewish religion, the Jewish accomplishments, the Jewish 
philanthropies, etc. I feel this is the time to stand up and correct so 
many myths about the Jewish People. I am Jewish and until this generation 
we have not had any inter-marriage. My son married a Gentile Girl and we 
love her dearly. A1though there was friction in the beginning, not because 
she was gentile but because they married so young and that my son did not 
get his college education. Needless to say her parent's were very unhappy 
because she married a JEW. However, I feel that they have changed a great 
deal in their feelings and understanding of the Jew and the Jewish Religion. 
However, this is not my purpose in writing to you. 

I am greatly worried about anti-semitism becoming (once again) a detriment 
to the Jews. Why not spend this time counteracting? Before it gets a 
chance to get out of hand. Perhaps it could be done through the Bnai Brith. 
I see films on T.V. by the Klu Klux Klan, P.L.O., Colored Organization -
even stories coming out of the United Nations, against the Jews. No one 
seems to correct or defend us. I realize on a one hour T.V. Show (really 
1/2 hour of actual program time), it is hard to have quick answers to all 
questions put and thoughts expressed. For instance, when the lady in the 
audience asked, "Is it true that a man is given money to make good in busi
ness and he has three chances to do it?" (Maybe these aren't her exact 
words but the question is correct □. You should have spent more time telling 
her that this is not TRUE. Lots of Gentile People have many distorted views 
of the Jews. We must correct and educate them. I had a neighbor who moved 
to N. J. from w. Virginia several years ago. Would you believe that she 
had never seen a Jew nor had contact with a Jew. So help me, I think she 
even thought Jews had horns. I am sure by my actions, she learned that 
Jews were not devils and we became friends. 

In regards to Israel, most gentiles blame the high cost of oil, etc. on the 
Jews. They feel that the P.L.O. should have a homeland (I agree that they 
should) but they feel Israel should give everything up. How about the Arab 
Nations giving part of their land to the P.L.O. Israel should get the people 
in the United States to realize that we are their only protection in the mid
east and their only friend. I think the Jewish People should speak out now. 
Have our representatives go out lecturing and educating the people as to the 
good side of the Jewish Religion. Billy Graham, Oral Roberts and others are 
spendimg lots of money pushing their religion. I know we don't have th~ 
large amount of money they have, but we must manage to spend more, especially 
through Television. We MUST try to reach the black population especially. 

I enjoyed your program. Get on more programs. Spread Jewish love. 

Yours truly, 

~~(~11~.) 



Rabbi Jay B. Goldburg 
Temple B'nai Jeshurun 
Grand Avenue at 51st Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

Dear Jay: 

May 17, 1979 

Thank you very much for your lengthy letter reacting to :11y proposals. 
Needless to say, I have counter-arguments to your ev&cy argument out 
I hope you will forgive me for not presenting them in this letter. I 
simply do not have the time to engage in such a dialogue via corre
spondence. Suffice it to say that I respect your cautions and your 
variance from my view and I would have seen to it that the Task Poree 
on this subject would have heard your thoughtful views even if you had 
not shared a copy of your letter with David Belin. He will, I am 
sure, make sure that your views are expressed. 

Since many of the points you make refer to the reaction in the Christian 
community, you might be interested in some of the comments from leading 
Christian theologians, Catholic and Protestant, received by Balfour 
Brickner. I enclose a copy of a release on these comments herewith. 

If you have not seen the March issue of MOMENT magazine I commend it to 
you, as well as the May edition of COMMENTARY . Both of these have 
articles which will be of interest to you. 

With repeated thanks for sharing your concerns with me and with warmest 
regards. I am 

cc: Mr. David W. Belin 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



TEMPLE B'NAI JESHURUN 

JAY B. GOLDBURG 
RABBI 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
Union of Amerlcan Hebre CongLegations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 

Dec.r Alex: 

GRAND AVENUE AT FIFTY-FIRST STREET 

DES MOINES, IOWA 50312 
515-274-4679 

May 14, 1979 

I have given careful consideration to your outreach proposal and 

shall share my tentative conclusions. 

I believe that many of your examples may help sen itize all of 
us to the hurts and slights experienced by some non Jeis , non Jewish 
spouses and those inquiring about our faith and way of life. 

I am favorably inclined to Dr. Wacholder ' s interpretation of 
Jewish lineage and recanmend that the res ru. comnittee of the CCAR 
consider preparing a responsurn in which we recognize paternal as well 
as maternal lineag~. In my Rabbinate I have encountered several personal 
cases similar to the ones you cited and: too ams dderec when an offir
mi,g Jewish son or daughter of a Jewish father .:s ejected b our faith. 

While I share your concerns about a viable Jewish fut...ir£, I ln

cline to different evaluati)ns and conclusions. Perhaps 1 cin~ ny 
comments in serial order ' 11 help clarif~ my thinking and f cilita.te 

any repl you may wish to muke. 

1. You have cited several st?tistical studies. Statistirs 
are extremely intricate, involving numerous variable;:;, 
predictors and contrcls that must be evaluated with 
extreme care. I personally need to examine tl= various 
sampling methods and st tistical studies utilized before 
accepting any predict bility as likely. The ~onishing 
American Jew of a few e rs go elected ot to vanish. 
We must be extr 1ely cautio., lx.;fore accei-,ting ant dire 

statistical anal sis as fact. 

2. As I interpret Jewish history, I see our irnpr.:nt as havii ;J 

bt..en made through the millenia by "Tzadi.kirn She B' chol Dor" 

a.1d not by mu titude~. 



TEMPLE B'NAI JESHURUN 

JAY B. GOLDBURG 
RABBI 

GRAND AVENUE AT FIFTY-FIRST STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50312 

515-274-4679 

Page Two: 

3. I:f my conversations with colleagues reflect any ..iccurac, 
then onl~ a small ro ~rtion of our synaJOJle members re 
rnorall and comrnuna"' ly comm:i tted, Jewishly :Lr formed or 
deeply devoted. Philosophically I accept the premise that 
we are a "light unto the nations" only insofar as we are 
examplars of Torah and live by the sublime ideals of our 
faith. I would have been unequivocally inf vor of a reso
lution that sought to find ways of enrichin.:> synagogue life, 
thus increasing the number of the already too fe•, "Tzadikim." 
I fear that unless we are inspired internally then all ex
ternal endeavors are for naught. 

4. What you said of the newly converted Jewish partn.r, "We 
drop the couple and leave them to fend for themselves," 
could just have sasily been said about new members, old 
members, all members. The problem is not the attitude · 
toward the non Jew as much as it is the impersonal nature 
of today's synagogues and the unrealistic expectations 
placed upon the Rabbi. In our era the synagugue Rabbi 
is burdened with such extraordinary administrative, bureau
cratic, cor.imunal, counseling and teaching demands that he 
seldom ha:! time to be involved with his eople in the deeply 
personal and caring way he or she so desires. The UAHC 
and CCAR may be of inestimable help in initicting dialogue 
with synagogue boards about the meaning of "Smicha" in 
order that the Rabbi will have more time to be a Rabbi 
rather than an executive, meeting attender or an aQninis
trator. such a dialogue would also help define the nature 
of the Temple in the post modern world. Until the Temple 
becomes a haven of prayer, study and sharing and the Rabbi 
is given the time to fulfill his quinessential qualities as 
teacher, healer and personally involved participant in an 
eternal quest (Moreh Derech), then all outreach resolutions 
will fall on already too heavily burdened shoulders. 

s. You refer to Jewish "drift" of the non Jewish mate. You 
say, "I believe that our Reform congregations must do every
thing possible to draw into Jewish life the non Jewish spouse 
of a mixed marriage." I, too, discern a "Jewish drift," but 
contrary to your assertion, I find that it exists precisely 
because we are non coercive and make no special effort "to 
draw" others into Jewish life. So often a non Jewish mate 

res told me how much he or she appreciates a Rabbinic atti-
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tude that accepts him/her in the fullness of his/her be~ng 
rather than as an object to be convinced or converted. I 
believe that it is this very attitude of theological laissez 
faire that causes our faith to be attractive to a non Jew 
and makes him or her more amenahle i raising hie/her child 
in such a tolerant and non dngmatic faith. Alex, there 
are many ways of affinning non Jewish mate thal do not 
require efforts at "drawing them in." Simple human kind
nesses and polite salutations at Ong_i_ Shabbat and social 
gatherings make the on Jew feel comfortable and welcome. 
overt attempts at "drawi gt em in" may have just the opp -

site effect. 

6. I believe that we must examine your proposal in the context 
of our cultural milieu. You rightly refer to Jewish con
version practices of the powt. I do not know enough about 
the history of Jewish conversion to be aware of the other 
variables that may have been involved (eg. fear, revenge, 
coercion, compt:t."tlon, unsalutary practices, etc.). Id("\ 
know that we live in a milieu in hich toleration and rivacy 
of religious conviction are i.lghly v~lued by many :n ur 
plualistic culture. I belie\e that we lay with these twin 

ideals only at our great peril. 

7. For every negative excm le you cit~, I am able to allude to 
many positive examples of non JE s , r on Je' •ish mates and 
tho"' 0 incruiring about Juda.:.sm who have been greeted and 
ace pted by Rabbis and members of sy,'lagogues with gracious
ness, o enness, kindness and tho~ghtf-ulness. It is equally 
erroneous to reach the conclusion tllilt we have hurt a rn jority 
of such persons jt. t as it is to say that we have gracio1 sly 
welcaned ~ M, jority. Although you do not make an explicit 
accusati ,, ut rejecting non Jews, I am troubled b the 
implication of our speech. It is all too eas for any 
of us to set up straw persons and universalize from several 

articular cases. 

8. While there may be" yearning" in America, I believe that 
it is presumptuous for us to assert that we have the answer 
for this yearning. Perhaps we may and perhaps we may not. 
Those who come to us often do so after months and years of 

serious inner searching. I am reluctant to interfere with 
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this natural incubatlon process by reaching out. 
ual yearning has its own natural evolution. 

spirit-

9. You asked, "Are we ashamed?" "We Jews ought to be proud 
to s eak about it frankly, freely and with dignity." Alex, 
one may be unashamed and talk of Judaism with candor, freedom 
... nd dignity while not espousing your outreach proposal. 

10. One must exercise exteerne caution with reg=rd to semantics. 
Words have emotional connotations. Several years ago there 
was a "outreach p1.ograrn" designed to convert Jews. Should 
Refonn Judaism approve your resolution I would hope that a 
far more appro~riate nartle would be selected. 

11. I share your concern about the quality and future of Je .i.:=: 

life. M dee est instincts and mo~t thoughtful meditat~0ns 
lead me to different conclusions. L only wish the intellect, 
talents and devotion of a David Belin would have been used 
to trul enhance synagogue life (some say this will be a 
peripheral benefit of your resoltuior). I see the outreach 
proposal as another vicarious involvement by our members. I 
aver that if our synagogue members live the sublime moral 
values of our faith, we would not only retain the hearts bnd 
minds of our members and their children, but attract other 
thoughtful and sensitive persons to our faith (by example as 
opposed to outreach). 

12. sa:1e persons who espouse this program say that the future of 
Israel depends upon a sizeable and viable American Jewry. I 
am a Zionist and deeply canmitted to Israel with my life and 
soul. Yet I am deeply troubled by the defining of Jewishness 
exclusively by our ties to Israel. Israel is one essential 
aspect of our Jewishness. One may justifiably argue that had 
Israel not been nearly as dependent upon a rather hawkish 
American Jewry during the last fifteen or twenty years, she 
may have initiated many more creative and innovative over
tures for peace. Had this been the case, perhaps much bloo•.~
shed in the Near Eust would have been averted and a resolt. t.- ,n 
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may already have been found for the precarious position 
of the Israelies and Palestinians. 

Alex, I believe that it is relatively imr:taterial whether or not 
there are three or seven million Jews .::.n America in the year 2000. 
Basically America will formulate t~r foreign policy with regard to the 
Near East based on American self interest. This is not a cynical vie, 
but a realistic one. 

I further believe that the "Tzadikim," and not quantity will cause 
Judaism to be a blessing in our world. 

Even if the outreach program , ere to be successful beyond all 
expectations, I wonder if the shape of our faith would not be so trans
formed (due to emphasis on apologetics , unsalutary intentions, misinter
pretations of your aspirations, well intentioned yet misguided involvement 
in outreach and public relations gimmic}s that are a part of any corporate 
enterprise) that the cherished and timeless values of our faith would 
forever be lost to Reform Judaism. 

For years in American life Reform Judaism has been a model of 
toleration, mutual respect and freedan of conscience and choice amidst 
some endeavors of outreach, invasion of privacy and assertions of certi
tude for those who are spiritually yearning. I fear for our theological 
honesty, heuristic and humility when I consider "Jewish outreach." 

I believe that internal endeavors and enhancing the quality of 
Jewish life rather than outreach will assure the viability of our faith 
and survival for our children and children ' s children. 

I am, 

JBG/ps 

CC: David Belin 



~rs. Ann Gillmore 
300 Hathaway Terrace 
Paducah, KY. 42001 

Dear Mrs. Gillmore: 

April 17, 1979 

Thank you very much for your recent letter and the press 
clipping on your election as President of Temple Israel. 
I want to express a very warm and hearty mazal tov to you. 
It is my fond hope you will derive a full measure of satis
faction and fulfillment from your n•• responsibilities. 

It was good of you to share your thoughts on our new Outreach 
program and a bit of your own background. I am taking the 
liberty of forwarding the article and letter to Rabbi Sanford 
Seltzer, our staff member assigned to work with the Task Force. 
Your experiences will undoubtedly be of interest to him. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler-

cc: Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
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BOARD FOR 1;VANGl;Ll6M 
500 North Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Telephone : 314-231-6969 

December 29, 1978 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I have had several questions from some of our clergy concerning the 
statement that was approved by the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations welcoming converts and suggesting an outreach to the un
churched. 

Sometimes this statement is misinterpreted and misunderstood so I 
would appreciate a copy of the full text .of the ~tatem~nt . .. 
Thank you very much. 

• 

z.erely; ~ 
~ 
Executive Secretary for Evangelism 

EJK/cj c 

Board Members: William R. Wright, Chai=an; Or. Arthur E. Graf, Vice-President; Mrs. Warren Hartman, Secretary; 
Or. Oswald Bertram; Walter A. Kaufmann. 

Staff : Dr. Erwin J. Kolb, Executive Secretary . 
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