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s to come into the light, Judaism

Judaism was to be God centered
asting that Reconstructionist Judais
llution within Judaism, holds that t
but the Jewish people. This is th
aism since the fifth century C.E. w
nvert the gentiles.

n (see the pronheev nf tha ~amina



nessea several Irish Catholics wt
Ithood truly underwent an unexplaii
n't put my finger on it but it is sut
/es, how they viewed themselves,
‘ceived by other people. And most
the Jewish people they become.
| oibligation to welcome these peopl
nd they really want to enter and be
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t you are re-constituting an (
Temple Emanu-El. It is import
to have such a group. Still,
d not to limit its membership
en Jews by choice. It is imp¢
eadership of the congregation
tee lest it become "a thing ar
ongregation.

a copy of your letter to Dru (
ctor of our Outreach effort ir
lpful to you in- your work.



are sorry that we did not have
'rancisco. We did bump into
8 the difficulity in finding t
he biennial was a great succes

our letter December 7th. I'm
rib ‘you about  choosing th:

Nevertheless, I am enclosin
congregation on this very topi:
ance to read it. I wanted to
he biennial sparked a great d.

was disheartened about the n
g particularistiec rituals an
still having difficulity with
| my remarks, I am open to di



T W
ND g s
T 0
Y23
c T
_fl._.- -
=~ o
= e
< <




AMERIFAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

- ity ‘._‘._.‘ LR T

Ltiuqte}k)‘and they' ra,__a ~part
ild horse, %mﬂu'thar hand,

t of the ltr_'u:‘lt utthnut beina 4



-, Her mother

 AMERICAN IEWISH
"ARCHIVES

PPN

to 'h Wh; t is t.he‘ irnny
is that. Iﬁ%@aﬂﬁmted he

E Jaus dine.rininntad aagainat h



oubled. And what is even mor

s frightening" &t an,,@. tl

les ﬁrﬁ- is u:!.\s}..‘:‘;hi.idrun

children uh ‘and 31%
@Ij-gﬂ =

aldmian WAawr  eoAma mar danlAare



we must at |

- AMERICAN IEWISH
A R & H IVE s

Any daciﬂgy’.gﬂpdb Include ;

n aur sEvnadnans must tha!



o feel warmth and

| AMERICAN JEWISH
AR C HI VE ‘5

RN

ze that a greater numbe

aﬁ oining ‘our own .cm}i’lﬁai

wverall affiliation ;.‘-%@ of int
1 h J “Ef

ple who :@},ﬁg&h ewish or

aalira +hat tiirning a ~ald =has



ttitude: that

&

| AMERICAN |EWISH
 ARCHIVES

L i-__l Ijl_ly b o

E this is ou

'ita of Jos

Mose great ’-uqi?qxﬁpl c
b
aruii% And, ¢ c&mt, it «

g David, f,h@fbng-mfé part of ¢

| AARvarad An PurrhavrmAara



, ‘as members in

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

LR ‘e !_0 b -

may more fu

mn-—ﬂ_%gﬁiu per: ,\""@“-
fe. N J/>.gﬂ

" tha navt vaar. 1in tha navt+ +



 AMERICAN TEWISH
ARCHIVE ‘5._

nn%uhan tl
a plaﬂi 6fjﬁ§itﬁl express

Artant valnas thar thav ~an i



AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

A & 4 4 5 % &




87701

stter addressed to Reform Juda
ort the idea that we ought to
ronverts but that we ought not

that there is a great diverge
it my point is the following:
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ou to write. Your letter is ¢
se of the many brick bats fly:

t understand what you have in
lective congregations have no
tion process." Can you expant
hear what you have in mind.

opy of the letter I recently i
my Biennial speech to Preside
on the chance that you did nc

nks for your thoughtfulness an. wu..

r husband.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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your supportive letter. It :
ceived. Still, I have quite :
y way, so that makes your leti

me that he was at the Temple
As a matter of fact, he as:

o join your congregation whicl

he will.
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Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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. and the position of non-:

ow that there is one colle

both. If it is necessary
ost of real liberalism in
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I recently preached on t
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much for your thoughtful note
ome because so many brick bat:
11 is well with you and Helen.
d you at the Biennial, althouc
with nearly 5000 people in att

know who was and was not the:

ave your regards to Edie. She
your good wishes.

Sincerely,



I spoke about missionizing and received gen
subject again on Rosh Hashanah, a year ago.
to my sermons or not, I learned that they sur
I received more hassle than in all my vears i
ple one. The approach and the tone of it was
itood by so many. For some, it was difficult
1 when, at the same time, | do not officiate at
the two issues was not able to be made by th
. A couple came to see me, very indignant a
rem!" When I asked,"Why not?" The respo
‘was they might very well do so, and for the
- about God and not about lox and bagels.

e sermon, I made an appeal for funds from th
tht I was going to use the money for this new
[ the congregation met with me and told me ¢
1any of the calls discussed the money issue.
that the contributions made to my appeal for
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your encouraging note. I am
ou. All the more so since, at
k bats are flying my way as wi

ch interested in how you deali
es in your congregation. Thai
o evoke a debate on this issut
ly serve to deepen the commitr

d wishes and again my thanks.

Sincerely,
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ng. I know your time is prec:

our suggestion, sent a FAX of

Rabbi Schindler. I have als¢
g him to delay a response unt:
urate.

Jogh Hammerman and I are work:
bonde and strengthen the senst
ord Jewish community. Again,
curate quote or not. I do kne¢
uch consternation within the ¢

opy of the article which appe:
issue of The Ledger.
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k's state-wide Jewish newspape
see, the feature article toock
st page, a place of much promi

ying, "Orthodoxy is inauthenti
know whether this is a platfor
n a misguote. I do know that
the Stamford Jewish Community

what I already know will be a
already received numerous phon
thodox communities, and have s
ells me he will be responding
agreed to FAX me the article
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atic than literalism.
ly what Judaism was
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1 it is not dynamic,”
ler. He is convinesd
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fect on Jewish unity.
ris true, They have
ple for Judaism who
rise have been Jost.*

piit the fight among
re.on the questions of
ind proselytizing in
ibi Schindler points
fing is hardly new to

Robbi Alexander M. Schindler with Firet
Clinton after her address to the UAHC 83
San Francisco,

ey
“I am conviced that Refol
Conservative Judaism are
tic than literalism. This is
Judaism was before it bec
ed in the Middle Ages.
inauthentic because it is nc
Rabbi Alexande
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#ill receive a copv of my leti
L as to the temple presidents
reasons for speaking as I dic
1 in the realm of the role of
jue as well as mv call that tt
12 religicusly non preferencec
siton over 10 vears ago, but pi
/ the Outreach Commission, shc
and institutionalized.

*ason, therefore, for me to m
1 a4 lengthv correspondence. 1]
‘K, or if mv duties will ever
will be glad to make the time
vith vou.

1v of mv colleagues to defead
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sed the idea of an outreach t
Board meeting in earlv 1978.
ed in response to this propos.
fully represented on this Ta:
were as many rabbis as there
digested mv views for well o
was not until 1981 that the 1
Force were submitted to the B
e thev were vigorously discus:
ed.

was the process when it came
ssue. I proposed this idea t«
American Rabbis. It respondi
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done by the Central Conferenc
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:veals that vou reallyv know pr
:he relationship between the C

nor do vou know very much ak
* Union. I would welcome the
rou, so please, the next time
» it a point to see me. I wou
* than to be able to tell vou
0 speak as I did. It mav wel
»f the rightness of mv views,
it we can agree to disagree ag
angrv tone which vour letter
ion together.

Cordially,

Alexander M. Schindler
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church"” or other religion.

1 issued the call, but I am aws
was just one element of a long
thasis on in-reach and Reform <

interviews after your speech
ne central focus of media atte
rare that this matter would
your D'var Torah, and it m
agenda item which you see
tion for Reform Judaism.

- from a procedural poini
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1is outreach to unchurched ne:
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1ormous amount of wisdom and e:
orld, and we Jews ought to be
d with pride." But why shoul

After all, Judaism is hardly
excessively well=known. Tho
r ranks are almost never turn
could possibly be our motivat
.0 the fold? Why would we E

Judaism in those who had ne
ly given that we do not
constantly express the view tl
: path to the one God?

at the only cogent answer to t
>ost Jewish numbers. If this i
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‘iod was, of course, the last
had sovereignty over a Jewis
t made some sense to invite o
ority at a time when religio
d, and when the choice was s
lelatry. 1In contemporary Ameri
inority - there is no compell
unchurched to Jjoin us, pa
Lstian country.

lows that if proselytizing to
3, then it is appropriate for ¢
't from the fact that we will

for dollar, the far more ser
1at though proselytizing is to
i1ave no religion, any pot
f well have a strong appeal fo
bers of Jews who turn up in a
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nuch sending me a copy of voul
cipts. As a matter of fact, &
Lt before, but I knew no wayv «
:sgions of support. I am deer
am all the more so because the
But this is reallv what I war

& will see each other at the
ird so that T can say hello tc
wishes, I am

Sincerelv.

Alexander M. Schin
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1e of November 5th. I promised a frien
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u know that I enjoyed the biennial very
your address as I could relate persona
1. In addition to all the joint sessions, ]
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'o attend the next biennial. I look forw
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by many of my “horn again Christian”
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of us have been approached by missionar-
ies at our homes. Currently, fundamental
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munities at the grassroots by running for
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As a delegate present with the other
4,000 Jews who attended Rabbi
Schindler’s address, | applauded his pro-
posal for many reasons. By sharing Juda-
ism with our community, seme steren-
typical misconceptions about Jews are
put to rest, and ant-Semitism, bred from
ignorance and exclusion, is being resiated.

When we open our doors to our commu-
nity, understanding and friendship are
fostered. Last year my ranbi, fellow
congregants, and I had the pleasure of
explaining Jewish rituals and liturgy to 2
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my deepest thanks for all yo

our recent Assembly. It was
d it has received the warm res
u have every reason to be ple:
‘ery reason to praise you.

n outreach to non-Jews beyond
v marriage evoked wide public
t in Israel as well. I am gl:
this was my design and that it
m in our various releases.

ritics are having their say nc
It gives us an opportunity tc
. for Outreach.

llowing the Assembly, and pur¢
ches of reporting which appea:
rof. Jack Wertheimer of the J¢
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ome of it you may be able to !
‘ through sympathetic lay and 21
ms. But if you want help, ju:
to keep the debate going.

for this and all your other ei
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uch for sending me a copv of
God there is at least one co
v what I said and what I didn
ng and on reading the text an
n a newspaper article.

holden te you and I value vou:
oes Rhea.,

wishes, I am

Sincerelv,

Alexander M. Schin



d you the enclosed sermon to let yc
what you said at the Biennial. | hadn't g
I Jewish Post listed the sermon topic as i
ter send it to you as quickly as possit
e.

d you.
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ton not only called on us to be her allie
Il Americans but was an expression of 1
rebuilding of America. There were Sha
1g of some of the most gifted cantors a
ic that expressed the meaning of Torah.
iplifted, rededicated to serving our synag
ie need to rethink the ways we have t
h communities.

st striking experience of attending such
lose to 5,000 other Jews and committed
Fall of these Jews joining in singing the

Jle. ltis the largest Minyan any of us will
s one with a feeling of warmth and pow
he way back in the Grand Ballroom of tl
)1agogue even though the leaders of the
he thing that is particularly significant ab
the time when the president of our mov
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wught to the fore.

's call was expressed with his wonderi
daism unleashed as a resource for a v
f the few, but as a renewable resource
all to be seen on the map of the world, bt
wn confusion of modern times, that c

| our movement to move forward with thit
ive acceptance of non-Jews but instead
ieek them out and invite them in -- li
lham, whose tent was continually open
andering nomad and fail to bid him to er
o resist the notion of an assertive Judai:
I mirrors the contempt of our traducers?
if anything to offer to our world?" H
mous amount of wisdom and experienc
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the children of interfaith marriages foi
lere are many intermarried couples in |
litzvah or Bat Mitzvah with one set of n
1 we virtually ignored those grandparent
Torah from generation to generation. E
ir Scripture and we who are more comm
t many of the values which we find in Ta
ll. Why, then, should they be ignored? V
e absolutely no difference between Je
.. What he DID say is that we should w
abandonment of boundaries, but rather tl

1ore that Rabbi Schindler said and didn
) come near to that amount of time. |1 dc
i which merit mention. He reminded us
iness in liberal Judaism in according ¢



be more said about that portion of Ra
» to support Jews and Israel we must alsc
t here and the strengthening of our ir
d thus far there has been little balance
10e-strings and the bulk of our resource

te to have a wvoice reminding us of
ie voice of Rabbi Alexander Schindler. Ir
ling that a particular leader of a particuli
her Hasidim, is the Messiah who has o
sosition to him nor to Rabbi Schindler. B
1 of being a leader of vision, of courac
ware of what he has said and what he
:anhancement of our Jewishness and ou



002

sending me a copyv of the Wert
d prepare a response, a Copv
ilerewith. In most Jewish news
¢ country, my response was pub
le Jack Wertheimer's contrary

that David Twersky will prin
please let me know.

ed, myv response went out on t
rticle was sent to everv -Jewi
dl

wishes, I am

Sincerely.
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»f an Op-Ed article that appeared in the 1
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that this piece, penned by an individual wh
movement, should appear without a repres
opportunity to reply in kind and defend «
sure, other Reform Jews who happened ac
ng UAHC official could provide a response

litor is Mr. David Twersky, and their mailir
181-1157. Their editorial department’s phor

paper in anticipation of any reply/rebutt:
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ks and warm good wishes.

Sincerelv,

Alexander M. Schin



hat we should have such a
that your positions on

| descent were timely and that
® with approaches which cou
s»sitive results. I think that
3} you propose is a logical exi
deas. From my own experien
| descent and outreach progran
’le of the non-Jaw in the tem)
ir outreach program should be 1

ity of reasons, I think that n
both rabbls and laypecple.

:he beginning, congregations
juch programs. The effort majy
parate entity whose mission
> non-Jews and which will 1lir
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d their children. Moreover,

re part in the religious ser-

12 Torah.

» participate in synagogue
- their non-Jewish partners to opt for Ju

board. Even when the line

Reform congregations that
em to reshape temple poli-

at rabbis feel so intimidat-
lesirability of Jews marry-
. Rabbi Schindler's call for
age conveyed in his move-
led to the Torah, enjoy full
1 what benefit does formal

itality will entice non-Jews
xperience or reason.

to contend with the conse-
to convert the non-Jewish
i" — the new Reform pros-
icourages the trend toward
. This is antithetical to Ju-
1e transmission of identity
in option according to Jew-
¢ much as faith. We do not
Abraham; we inscribe the
1. Even the apostate — the
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precisely the kind of plea that Prof. Wei

stand by these words today:

"We must lose no opportunity to persi

freely, proudly, and without fear that i
contrary; it can only enhance their rega

~ they are bound to surmise that we have
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This is my central thesis: that Judais
ligion; that our Tanach and subsequent
need for such conversionary activity — i
ion call; and that it was only when ow
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