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into account.
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/OWS AND OATHS, ALL THE PROMISE
R TO YOU, O GOD, BETWEEN THIS YOM
JULD WE, AFTER HONEST EFFORT, FIND
[AY WE BE ABSOLVED OF THEM."
JORDS EACH YEAR -- IN FACT, WE MAKE
Y THESE WORDS ON THIS DAY, AN EFF(
IN RELATION TO OUR COMMUNITY AND
IT OF TOWN, UNLESS WE ARE GOING O1
D FRIENDS ON THIS OCCASION, WE FEEI
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS TO MAKE SUF
TO FIND A SYNAGOGUE AND A CONGR
 THESE WORDS. SO WE TAKE A MOMEN
i WHO ARE NOT HERE -- "WE MISS YOU!
US JUST FOR THE HOLY DAY, WHETHEI
WHICH YOU FIND YOURSELF, OR BEC
E DAYS, WE SAY "WELCOME! WE'RE GL:
D STRENGTH TO FACE OURSELVES AND
O YOU!" AND WE ADD THE HOPE THAT
\IN, BEFORE WE EVEN HAVE THE CHANC
THE TREMENDOUS EFFORT WE MAKE T
IVEN WITH THE SPECIAL RESTRICTIO



IO ALL THAT WE CAN AND ACCOMPLISH .
RESPONSIBILITY AS INDIVIDUALS TO (
N FOR THE SUPPORT WE RECEIVE. AS
JMETHING DONE, ASK A BUSY PERSON T
BEGUN, WE ARE EXPECTED TO DO ALL
ARE TAUGHT -- YOU ARE NOT REQUI
E YOU FREE TO LEAVE OFF FROM IT. Ni
I' THEY MUST GET SOMETHING DONE,
{E COMMUNITY AND FAMILY MUST SUP
FREE TO JUST WALK AWAY ONCE WE"
D, UNTIL WE'VE DONE ALL THAT WE CAN
{ AFTER ALL OF THAT, OUR BEST EFFO
IORT. ARE WE ALLOWED THE LUXURY
I WE ASKED FOR THIS NIGHT -- WHICI
ESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FAILURE.
JCTION, THE POWER OF KOL NIDREI, L1
Y OF AWE AND ATONEMENT, IN WHICH
S, IT IS WRITTEN AND RECITED IN THE Pl
JUALS TO ADMIT OUR OWN WEAKNESSE
JNE ELSE GATHERED HERE DOING 1
- WEAKNESSES, BUT ALSO WHEN THE

R AT A MADTPFRAOLT TR TILTAT™ PP AT T ANERG T



INING -- ANY GROUP OF TWO OR MO
HOUSEHOLD, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND
{ MEMBERS OF THAT GROUFP, AND CON
ING MORE LIMITING THAN THAT LEFT
JS FELT UNCOMFORTABLE EXCLUDING,
AD THIS NON-DEFINITION REALLY IS.

Y WITH THIS EXPERIENCE IN MIND, THA'
WHO DEVELOPED OUR NEW CONGREG
LY" AS THE BASIC MEMBERSHIP UNI
AND REFERENCES TO HOUSEHOLDS.
'CERN, WHICH WE NEED TO ADDRESS H
INOT BE CONSTRUED AS A STATEMENT
ALL ARE, STILL ABSOLUTELY COMMITTE
WUPPORTIVE OF ITS UNIQUE AND UNQU
TURE GENERATIONS OF JEWS. |IF I,
iN COULD WE JUSTIFY THIS KIND OF
\LUES AT THIS SEASON? COMBINED W
ENESS THAT OTHER CHOICES AND LIFE
NONE OF WHICH IS, BY ITS NATURE OF
'HESE ALTERNATIVES DO HOWEVER, I
2 JEWISH TEACHINGS, VALUES, AND ME

TS TAT TS RAMATET AT TLIT 8 TESUToLY A



v A BIT LUDICROUS IN A CONGREGATIO!
UT NOT ALLOWING PEOPLE TO DO CERT
D COLLECTIVELY SO STRAFPPED FOR TIM
ISSUES HERE, AND RECENTLY, THE
RING THE ISSUES RELATING TO
LY FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES!
FFORT CAME A MAILING WHICH I RECE
iPEECHES -- ONE BY RABBI WALTER JA
RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER, PRESID
Y THE THOUGHTS OF THE EXECUTIVE
ATIONS WERE VERY ENLIGHTENING, A
+ DETAIL WITH THOSE WHO ARE INTERES
RABBI JACOB SEEMED TO BE SFE
THAN WITH HIS PRAGMATIC MIND, MA
\CCURATE AND CLEARLY HEARTFELT, W
G AND INCREASED UNDERSTANDING.
AND WITH OBVIOUS THOUGHT HAVING |
'OPICS AT HAND. AS FOR RABBI GLASE
PED TO ACHIEVE BY SHARING THESE
VE TO BELIEVE HE FINDS HIMSELF MUC
DLER, WHICH IS PARTICULARLY FRI

AR AT Lt et o PR T W B e



OF THE COMMUNITY, IF NOT THE COIl
+ AND NOT EVEN AS A MEMBER? STOF
JETH SHOLOM WITHOUT THE SIGNIFIC
SALLY NON-JEWISH MEMBERS. AND, W
(KE A DISTINCTION IN OUR OWN MIND

\PPEN IF WE HELD THE JEWS WHO BELC
OF COMMITMENT TO IDEOLOGY WHICH
iER COMMUNITIES, HOW MANY JEWS WC
T NO ONE HAS EVER QUESTIONED EITH

COND POINT, HOW MANY CONGREG!
iTATED IDEOLOGIES? WE DON'T! AND'’
ERS ARE AWARE OF THEM? NOT MAN
I, ARE WORDED INCLUSIVELY AND NO
N, CAN WE JUSTIFIABLY EXCLUDE ANYC
JATION, WHERE AUTONOMOUS RESPON:
5?

CHINDLER, WHILE ALSO AVOIDING THE
ERSHIP, AT LEAST HAS THE WHEREWT]
D DISTINCT AREAS -- MEMBERSHI

T LITS DACTA ANMSCUNMDDC ADE ADOMAT TFE



ATIONS OUGHT ALSO TO BE LOOKED Al
R ULTIMATELY, IF WE ARE TO CLAIM TH!
ACCEPTED FULLY, THEN WE MUST BE
JOUBLE STANDARDS. IF WE ARE TO (
' WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE TO HAVE '
AR THAT THERE ARE OTHER STANDAI
3 WELL, FOR THESE SAME, OR OTHER, Pt
IP HERE AND FOCUS WHAT IS AND ISN'T
TION TO BE AS OPEN AND INCLUSIVE A:
TAINING ITS UNIQUE JEWISHNESS. EVE
D AND WILL BE WELCOMED AND ED
5 THEY WISH. BUT OCCASIONALLY, [
Y BE NECESSARY TO SAY TO SOMEONI
 THERE IS ANOTHER AREA IN WHICH YQ

JMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP, WHICH MOST
RTUALLY ANY BASIS? THERE STILL NE
OGIC WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE NON
OUGHT EVEN MORE TO PRECLUDE NOI
ABLY OTHER) COMMITTEES (A REALIZAT
CTOR OF OUTREACH, NO ONE HAS YET

T T AT T ARITRD AMATRT TIINMITT T "TOLITC K.



T BELIEF IS OUE CONNECTION TO K'LA
I[EWISH PEOFLE -- AND TO OUR COMMODR
'O RADICALLY INVENT AND REFORM, RE
RMED CHOICE, MANDATING THAT WE A(C
THINGS HAVE BEEN DONE IN THE P/
T AFFECT OTHERS. THIS IS THE SYSTI
URSELVES, SO NO MATTER HOW MUCI
ED TO EMBRACE THEM AND SUPPORT T
THAT THERE 1S STILL MUCH TO DETER!
H AND INTERFAITH FAMILIES -- AND Tt
H MARRIAGE AND FAMILY WE RAISED A
EAST AS COMPLEX -- SOME EVEN MOR
)IGE OUR SMALLNESS, OUR WEAKNESS,
OM OUR FAMILIES, OUR COMMUNITY, FF
RONG IN THE YEAR TO COME -- FOR OUI
MUNITIES, ACTING WITH WISDOM AND F
ND THE SURVIVAL OF JUDAISM, AND NC
WE HAVE ESTABLISHED ANY MORE
[E BE UP TO THE CHALLENGES Tt
WHATEVER OUR COMMUNITY, IN 5754, Tl
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If one were to ask what is the prayer ;,.ro
the odds are pretty good that the answer
iture contained in just the words, and the 1
n transcends our ability to translate or con
r do we sing twice in immediate successit
melodies? How moving are the crescer
s a solo (although this year supplemente
iint), so powerful and fulll How enrichin,
lody. a simpler folk tune, which we are alm
r after year. It is almost as if the solo
nd the congregational response is our trium

r much more powerful, and moving, and si,
n. Sure, we have the English translation, v
n a fairly exact translation. However, the

how good they are, they are reduced in |
which of several synonyms to best use. Otl
f English, to capture the multiple nuance:
age, and therefore, the translation is rathe:

1e English. Avinu malkeinu -- Our Father,



| L0 recapture what once was. we can go e
r King" is actually in keeping with the inten
he Hebrew Avinu Malkeinu, which it would

last possibility simply by asking "What do
r search for an inclusive parallel. And, ;
compels us to deal with the larger one --"V

lly, this year in particular, there is a heigh
arent, and what they involve, that comes
iess leads me, and now [ hope, all of us,
n this whole, seemingly trivial, academ
nition of parenting (and also ruling) which
P puts us into the system of family, in whic
ut of the community, in which the ruler rul
original duality that has always been th
rappling with the words and the concepts b

Ing, as part of our second day worship, we
‘M, one which seeks not to neuter the mas
icredible breadth of what is involved in OI

Té aeill ha debomantleos ba man sl e laaaa



umilies are bad, it is just harder to be suc
[ am constantly amazed, in fact, by the abil
1ey do. And I think we all realize that ra:
t world. We do the best we can, especia

» there. Let's take it back two generations
itomobiles, and suburbs, when the exten
ict, in that world, there were not two pare;
yarents, aunts and unecles, who all lived

that everybody could get everything done,
t a long way from that world. We now ta
a week, and how nice the extra hands and
in which few families can afford to have o1
it home to take care of the house and the ¢
. We therefore pay babysitters and day c
usthrough the vital early vears. What fa
sion of whom to entrust our children to? C
experiences of others, and personal comfor
and therefore convenience) more often dets
thildrearing? And how many of us have b

this process, or at least provide some lev
hildmsn



discussion, there has been virtually nol
ace we left off our discussion of Avinu N
1 which we began this discussion -- nameb
undation of the community, which is sul
¢ individual, who is free to make decisic
ren't in the best interests of the community
lizing foundation, and the moderator bet
1e family is in this much disarray, how stri
urvive?
n? Short of mandating a return to the dz
eder, probably not. Are there remedies? 2
:d on experience. The example and the
ast night. Not the part about parental r
role. We need to provide structures,
e didn't say REPLACE] the family's decrea:
themselves.

have said, "Wouldn't it be nice to have a
tng the wrong question. The right questi
NEED TO BE ABLE TO FROVIDE OUR FA
iT COMFORTABLE, JEWISH SUFPORT
¥ EARN THE NECESSARY LIVING! Some
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ance to survive. Financial, space, time,
ind choose some over the others. However
: -- the chain of trdition which is Judaism.
kest link. Favoring one area at the expens
 weak spot is, it does nothing to prevent pa
aspect which must be addressed in this di:
:r is that it must come from all of us, every
iot a Rabbi, or even a Board of Directors, w
se issues. They have been raised. They
st within the severe limitations with whic
ever, it is clearly not good enough. These
il and total communal effort, involving
Rabbi nor the Board act in a vacuum, 1
nity’s "we." We are all in the same boat, |
ld benefit from these programs need to be ;
| need to be involved, once the start has bt
. That is what a community is. That is wh
have the facilities necessary, then one or
1y, "Who is with me to build a new buildi:
hatever the amount may be, to provide staf
ile and impossible as it may sound to a cc

hat and a sanctant cltraadlsa cwan st that



Gruber
| Kodesh
Avenue
i 14618

* sharing with me your genuine.
155 to Judaism." It is in the
. convictions.
ulness is very much appeciatec
wod wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schi



e

lebrew Congregations
. 10021

r

suggested you might want to see thi
r feedback.



iy to steal it. He handled it with great ¢
wwve might injure its pure and perfect be:
liamond that his hands trembled as he
arfection. But sure enough one day the
ashed onto the hard tiles of the floor in
up he was dismayed to see that there
diamond. A long crooked line marred il
he King took the gem out of hiding; he

e consulted with diamond cutters and j¢



try," said the diamond cutter," Eager tt
areful art he began his work. He made
t of the crooked line he cut roots and th
are not any straight lines on a rose, the
leaves and petals and a bud, finally the
I; out of the deep scratch, there was no

When the King and the other diamon¢
s saw what had been wrought with suct

1. The worst fault in the diamond had t



e different words for the concepts of ph
1ess. Physical cleanliness is represent:

Spiritually the word for clean is tahor ¢
+ differences: Maluklakh is dirty as if yo
kh; you do not get tameh. When you ¢
. squeaky clean, not ftahor. Tahor is no
Rather tahor is more like our diamond
i crystalline purity, it is spiritually purity;

rty playing in the mud, it is contaminate



people we call disabled. We fail to rea
ik or speak, are often gifted in ways to
ilves away in well protected homes or ¢
1posed blindness. \We save our streng!
Jles.

ur insensitivity is our worst contaminant
thers and we diminish Am Yisrael, the
seem to be high on the list of the self-d

ct that there are Jewish people with dis



3s mention" | did not expect that | woul
aised. You see there is one driver Bot
‘eading children's stories to the kids wh
tho had only one youngster on her bus
ourse the bus was turned off while they
crew and | felt they were deserving anc
and appreciation. Carol Ritter printed t
1 that appreciation; that was fine, Rene:

ilities. This little mention in the paper t



1ess. One of our own congregants, Bu
er fifty cities around the United States v
ere in Rochester too except in one way
Jewish volunteers for fellow Jews. | ha

to own the fact that these people are p:

| has been felt by some as a contamina
cutie is with me, and some well meanin

es not respond. He cannot speak. If F



J. The boy who does not speak yet. T
at do you expect from your daughter?

in she won't get into Princeton or Brand
1 expectation of a two year old. The te:
at he plays well with other children. Sh
sjudice which matched the bias and ins
ne in tears and | was livid. Two sessic
| a soiled diaper. His teacher's insensit

diaper changed. He did not tell her. A



i we open our mouths too soon, we hul
of contamination and transform them s
ar, that state of spiritual purity.

adesh we are trying to make our buildir
jo more. This Summer our Reform mo
ational certification as accessible to Ju
ange before the membership of Temple
among the first congregations nationwi

air amount of physical assistance. We



id to train ourselves to open our minds
learn to experience our Jewish life fron
need sensitivity workshops for adults ar
'make Judaism and Jewish education :
all Jews. | hope we can stimulate all J¢
ibilities to grow as knowledgeable, com
th Kodesh to build a supportive environ
:elings that result form taking personal

ish life. | want to establish a network w



t with which | would like this effort to prt
1 front of me, | may not follow--

ehind me, | may not lead--

iside me and be my friend...

r we will walk in the way of God.

st Marder, explains why we need the Li
daism." She says, the Halalach stipula
rance of synagogues except this. Itis{

Jur synagogues need to have windows.



night be us or someone dear to us. |If
5 belongs to a congregation of shana yi
s all about (adapted from _Liheyol...Gui
ah portion teaches us that the choice fo
: is ours to make. The Torah also tells
| our power to choose Jewish life and b
f our gems; let them all be included am

oses.



11520-1099

* your supportive letter and £«
rm Temple's very fine welcomi:
iembers. Your thoughtfulness :

| welcome an opportunity meet 1

d travel schedule during the ¢

ing an appointment at this tir

iing up following the Biennial,
again.

shall keep your offer in mind
r support.

wd wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



ident
igregations

I'wrote that I believe answers many of the qu

h you regarding my concerns that your remar
orably received. Our congregation expresses

1igage in meaningful dialogue opening Judaisn
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Outreach
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developin

; provide you with an opportunity to discuss

impact of your children’'s interfaith
itionship on your family and help you to
relop constructive responses lo various family
1e5 that arise.

nits. ..

laism never considers itsell superior to any
er faith heritage. Judaism hopes that no other
h would present itself as being superior to
laism. While it is true that one cannot be both
vish and Christian this does not mean that a
Id of inter-religious background, electing to
Jewisgh, cannot maintain positive and loving
itionships with non-Jewish members of his or
‘family.
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704

* vour thoughtful note of Octo
¥y encouraging because of the
e flving my wav. Not because
he convention itself, quite t
f mv stance on Outreach.

am pushing to have full time
ch of our regions. That 1is a
can count on me to be in vour
et Committee takes place. Un

are limited and my own prior
hold swav.

m't find me lacking in spirit.

indler



\ddress in San Francisco was masterful and d
hope will be followed up as the months go b
geous stand on Outreach, which is the purpo:

iding Outreach Worker in our regional office,
ion as well as the Pacific Northwest region i1
lerstanding that salaries were frozen, and add
10re than these few hours. To be consistent 1
~we need more staff presence for Outreach w

iest that somehow the Outreach position in o
the two regions based in San Francisco. Giy



870

vour encouradging note which :

now that the brick bats are f:
an take them and it was my de:
. In this matter, perhaps, w¢
f too manv Jews whose self im:
f our traducers.

of primaryv concern is the Am
am most sympathetic with vour
I wish veu well. IF there i:
n do to help vou, please let 1
ards, I '‘am

Sincerelv.

ndler



MOVEMENT SEEEKLING CONVEETS TURD
EREAKFAST INTO AN EXCITING EVE
'R FOR AMISHAV, U.5.A. WHICH RE
L JEWISH COMMUNITIES AROUND TE
'PLAUD THE DECISION.

i FEEL THERE ARE MILLIONS OF PE
H TO RETURN TO THEIR JEWISH RC

[

ICLOSED IS A COPY OF QOUR FIRST
IITH OUR CONVERTING THE SHINLU}
A. OUR SECOND NEWSLETTER WILL
W05 IN SOUTH AMERICA. WE HAVE 1
COMMUNITIES WHICH PRACTICE SO
DITIONS. PERHAPS THERE MAY BE
IWUR INTERESTS MEET.

SINCE
Bas2



ncenmry. -
Juda.ism." Avichail
ipeaking tour in the

rshav (“My people .

iblished initial con-
t 300 Marranos in
rtugal, few inroads
part of the country,
that putative Cath-
lewish practices as
1d eating a matzah-
i wants to confirm
ttenets of Judaism
roriginal faith,

idishkeit in their

uguese-translation
ractice. If he finds
s, he will send sup-
ed classes.

past 18 years trav-
ich hidden Jews as

Rabbi Eliyahu A
together with I
deliver a serie
nLittle Known Je
the World" at t
ter of Greater
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rants

1 Terris

i Aaf aklhAant AN wAanima mambare

freme
dispel
religio
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world.

many
Russi
Almos
been
Benja
begini
of the
"And
and a
11112

is dith
Judak
Israel
some
largel
Talmt

amalll B



IS aimost
iin the larger
nity of the

people
has been lost

woject has
vhich describe
ople into

of

nary

ions and

al Asia and
zople o their
them from

in Persian
ntains

ns

Heaily piu,yuuv.  vvill
is still required. The
purchase an up-to-di
run Persian software
computer. A compul
2 MG RAM and 80
required. A laser qu
Other needs include
costs an additional $
to "Amishav USA" a
your donation that it |

feont. from p 1)

All this may sound a
for Judaism the way o
missionized by other r
untrue. They come frc
tradition that they are «

slude
| the
ed by
ing in
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ng given priority over non-Jews in studying at trais

Y'wa, although some use the term Pathien. They
rstem of animal sacrifices resembling the Jewish =
i deceased brother's widow), buried their dead sin
n the eighth day a newborn boy was sanctified. 1
d wore blue and white tsitsit,

§' identification with Judaism is the belief that all 2
2y sing the following traditional song:

and by cloud in the ¢
1g dry before us, Thou art Manmasi (|
coming from beyond
Following the rivers
thousands. Passing through the
Brought us thou into

The Media

From time to time aricle:
covered the aclivities of Amishav




Rabbi Avichail's Message

daism. Our book
led into Portuguese,
le themn to learn

¢ in their efforts to
ussed the matter
aring their posts in
sbon and Rabbi

y will assist in this

ung men and women
rrived from northern
}. The group of 39
ither with two whao

at the Ben Gurion
' kipot by members
| representatives of
h absorbed the

Following their :
the local press i
myself on televit
were favorable |
grasp the fact tr
comioriable and
ample employm:
the Gush Katif &
to Israel, $20,50
and member Dr,
that other frien
cost of the Ulp.
their formal com
converted, the It
their expenses,
We hope to
from the Menast

------ el Hism samem s =



Addres
City __
Phone(

Interes

0$18 A

52

* XK

Books
Forthcoming

Our stock of Rabbi Avichail's 176-
page book The Tribes of Israel: The
Lost and the Dispersed is low. We
have enough to lend out a few.
Hopefully, our stock will be
replenished in a month or two. The
price is $40 ($34 of which is tax-
deductible). Call 301-585-5229 to
borrow a copy or to check on
availability for purchase.

* X



15 NETESIE IN returning 1o Judaism and making
| the spirit of Zionism. Some see it as a way to hi
velcomes everyone -- not just rich white people w
scinaling story of these diverse people from all o\
ilationist tendencies in the American Jewish comr
ent, our goal is the same. We all want lo help Rz

Needs and Opportunities!

] started, and we have a Iremendous need for vol
o help us publicize our work, researchers, translz
s, educators to help us teach the Jewish commu
mal contacts, and liaisons to synagogues and urr
tople with ideas, energy and enthusiasm, and
unteer opporiunities please call Jack Zeller at 301
i your religious, service, cultural, or soclal gro
wganization(s) should receive Amishav literature

r group. We have speakers who can talk about tf
h communities in India, and other topics.

ur group who travel abroad and would be willing 1
s as northern Brazil, Afghanistan, Kashmir, and n
oups there, deliver Jewish literature and reliaious
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ageous, Jjust as it was on pat
ts are sure to come, but you
ditional Jews have no right to
ogressive Judaism, We do not
primateur,

g a true leader.
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ieed for spiritual
aid in an inter-
response to de-

an 120 years ago
doxy and as an
nd philosophical
'y, has historical-
wdition.

lacha, or Jewish
instead the right
s decisions about

& head coverings
hile praying and
rdly be found in

movement ¢ven
urday, the Jewish

‘T resistance to

reaching
“we're unclear abo
Gross Schaefer, a
left the pulpit out o

Moreover, aut
too far and destroy
for Jewish spiritua
central reason for
for which so many
one observer,

The emphasis
posc an obstacle fc
congregants toward
when most membe
congregations do
expect spiritual disc

“It's a tension
losing members,” sal

Reform Jews,
sense of “comman
God wants from us’



»ert, Dru Greenwood

foment: Response to Outreach
ler’s Biennial Address

1al Directors

L Schindler’s call for increas
-Jewish partners in intermarri
es for the role of non-Jews in
renewed call for Outreach tco
.cans have created a flurry
.1 positive in tone--in the pre:
roversy about Outreach creates
ion is flushed out, to speak fc

>hilosophy, its accomplishment

ind some sample articles fronm

itish Standard (Northern NJ),

rasrmmaRnoas Fram MNawrdid Baldim am



W
Aspects of Your Biennial Addr

hope you’ve had a chance to

you to some responses to the O
:’d 1like to confer on where we

Response: Naturally, there ha:s
on all three aspects, particuls
, missionizing or evangelizinc
None of your proposals is well
trying to maximize divisiven
’he piece sent around by Rabbi
about "schism" on the role o

east some regional directors
have haan askad FfAar ~Aammant §



ng tne gdepate on the role ofr th
longregations to decide in a r
ireas have been given a tremen

$5 million for a new program t
‘eferenced, does not seem from
in the movement, even among
u anticipated this. There see
is being donor-driven, that
xisting programs will be dive
1s no internal constituency ¢
orted at all. As you pointed c
rstaffed and stressed with the
te. Given the other priorities

emphasis--we have not yet bui
of Outreach on the Commiss
| was held before the Biennial,
ponse. The Task Force on the
the minutes, was not happy,





