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HAHBI ALEX AND ER M . SCIII N DI.EK e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBKEW CONGREGATIONS 

Mrs. Norman Levine 
Old Liberty Road 

1-'Hl ', IIJLN I 

RD 3 Box 489 
Monticello, NY 12701 

Dear ~rs. Levine: 

838 FIHH AVENUE NEW YORK . N Y 10021 

August 17, 1989 
16 AV 5749 

12 12, 249 0100 

As Rabbi Schindler is out-of-the-city , I take the liberty 
of responding to your letter of August 14. Since you 
have read of the UAHC's Outreach program in REFORM JUDAISM, 
I need not relate the kind of work it has been undertaking 
during the past ten years . I do , however, enclose a copy 
of the Outreach brochure for the UAHC Ne w Jersey-We st Huds~n 
Valley Council, of which Temple Sholom of Montecello is a 
member. 

Rabbi Polansky of Temple Sholom is involved in our Outreach 
work and teaches Introduction to Judaism classes. I don't 
know if you have ever discussed your personal situation with 
him but I would suggest th~t you seek his guidance. 

In addition, a member of Temple Sholom , also a member of the 
UAHC Board of Trustees, Selma Green , serves on the NJ-WHV 
Outreach Committee sub-committee on Programs for Parents of 
Intermarried Couples. You might wish to seek out Selma and 
arrange to have a chat with her. It might be helpful to you 
to participate in one of the programs instituted for parents 
who share your problems and concerns. 

Since you have these two fine resources available in your own 
home town, I believe a persona l meeting with Rabbi Polansky 
as well as Mrs . Green could be most beneficial. Such face-to 
face meetings are usually ijUperior to telephone conversations 
or correspondence. And, I am certain you will find them both 
to be caring people who will be desirous of being of help to 
you. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely , 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. bee: L.P. & S.G. 
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RABBI ALEXANDEK M . SCIIINOLEH e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

Mr. Henry Taub 
111 De Vries Ct. 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 

near Henry: 

f>HL~IUI NI ll38 flffll AVLNUl NLW YORK. NY 10021 

August 8, 1989 
7 Av ':J749 

12 121 249 0100 

It was good seeing you. During our discussion, the question 
of Outreach in Tenafly came up. Here is the report: 

You are correct in your perception that the members of Temple 
Sinai in ~enafly often have not been made aware of important 
offerings of Outreach programming, often in their very own 
community. I fully anticipate that your congre&ation's new 
Rabbi, Bruce Hlock, will correct this situation. For over 
10 years, Rabbi Block has been an advocate, innovator and 
leader in our national and.regional Outreach program. He 
helped design our national "Introduction to Judaism" curri
culm, and has taught scores of potential Jews by Choice in 
our New Jersey area during the past few years. He piloted 
our "Times and Seasons" program for unaffiliated mixed married 
couples, and continues to be one of our most respected and 
popular instructors. His personal commitment and involve-
ment in Outreach issues will help return Temple Sinai to 
its rightful position of leadership in the Retorm Jewish 
community. 

I did want to let you know that an enorn1ous amount of success
ful Outreach activity is currently going on in Hergen County, 
organized out of ·our Paramus UAli.C regional office. As you 
will see from the enclosed brochures, over the past two years 
the Northern New Jersey area has been especially receptive 
to our Outreach overtures. This has resulted in a significant 
increase in the number of individuals choosing to convert to 
Judaism, and the prese~ce on our Temple membership ro~ls of 
large numb ers of tamil1.es where one parent is not Jewish. 



Mr. Henry Taub 
August 8, 1989 

Page 2 

The fruit of Keform Jewish Outreach - in your very community 
- are now b eginning to bless our member synagogues as more 
and more graduates of our programs take their place as sup
portive Temple leaders and as informed, involved parents of 
another generation of Jews. 

The potential for these programs is overwhe lming , limited 
only . to what our modest budget and limited staff are able to 
create as they publicize and administer new Outreach efforts. 
We therefore rely on l ay leaders like yourself to make sure 
this positive message is heard . 

Any efforts you make to ensure that the members of Temple 
Sinai can take advanLage of the full range of our activities 
will be great ly appreciated. I know that Rabbi Block would 
be grateful for your support and interest. lf you desire 
more information on our programs in your area, please call 
Kathy Kahn, our UAHC regional Outreach coordinator, or our 
UAHC New Jersey Regional Director, Kabbi Daniel Freelander 
at 2ul -~99-00~0 . 

All the best . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Henry Taub _ _ J.----T . 
add 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 

1 August 1989 
29 Tammuz 5749 

• . ,~~~ ,{;£A~d"'-- , 
Dear Henry, -~.: t.>-z>-. h-r-li ~a~-~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~hi,'""'- 1 ~,,_ ,;'U-J -o -, 0 r ,, 
You are correct in your perception that the members of Temple Sinai in 
Tenafly often have not been made aware of important offerings of 
Outreach programming, often in their very own community. I fully 
anticipate that your congregation's new Rabbi, Bruce Block, will 
correct this situation. For over 10 years, Rabbi Block has been an 
advocate, innovator and leader in our national and regional Outreach 
program. He helped design our national "Introduction to Judaism" 
curriculum, and has taught scores of potential Jews by Choice in our 
New Jersey area during the past few years. He piloted our "Times and 
Seasons" program for unaffiliated mixed married couples, and continues 
to be one our most respected and popular instructors. His personal 
commitment and involvement in Outreach issues will help return Temple 
Sinai to its rightful position of leadership in the Reform Jewish 
Community. 

I did want to let you know that an enormous amount of successful 
Outreach activity is currently going on in Bergen County, organized 
out of our Paramus UAHC regional office. As you will see from the 
enclosed brochures, over the past two years the Northern New Jersey 
area has been especially receptive to our Outreach overtures. This 
has resulted in a significant increase in the number of individuals 
choosing to convert to Judiasm, and the presence on our Temple 
membership rolls of large nummbers of families where one parent is not 
Jewish. The fruits of Reform Jewish Outreach - in your very commu~ity 
- are now beginning to bless our member synagogues as more and more 
graduates of our programs take their place as supportive Temple 
leaders and as informed, involved parents of another generation of 
Jews. 

The potential for these programs is overwhelming, limited only to what 
our modest budget and limited staff are able to create as they 
publicize and administer new Outreach efforts. We therefore rely on 
lay leaders like yourself to make sure this positive message is heard. 

Any efforts you might make to ensure that the members of Temple Sinai 
can take advantage of the full range of our activities will be greatly 
appreciated. I know that Rabbi Block would be grateful for your 
support and interest. If you desire more information on our programs 
in your area, please call Kathy Kahn, our UAHC regional Outreach 
coordinator, or our UAHC New Jersey Regional Director, Rabbi Daniel 
Freelander at 201-599-0080. 



QJf s, ;,, ,,ukoff 
c/ o The .2di tors 
lliHC Publications 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8J8 Fifth Ave. 
~ew York NY 10021 

Dear I,,s. Kukoff, 

1J8 ~oe Rd, 
Princeton, l~u Od540 
Pebruary 12, 19ci2 

Jhen I went to see the rabbi for the first time, he gave me a copy 
of your book, Choosing Judaism. AS soon as I got home I sat down to 
read, and dis3olved into tears over the fir s t paragraphs. AS I read 
on, l. found myself thinking over and over, "l'here really are others 
like mel" Of course I had known there must be, but .i had despaired 
of ever coming into contact with the1~. Through your book I have done 
,o, and am enormously grateful for the comfort they -- and you --
,ave provided. 

I got the impression from your book that the situation of myself and 
iTIY husband is not common: only one or two of the cou;,les quoted seem 
to be, Wr~ like us, both of non-Jewish oris in. The crux came for us 
when we had a baby. I had known for years that Judaism was the only 
relieion for me, but was too paralyzed by Self-consciousness -- fear 
of rejection, alienation, ridicule -- to take any action beyond study
ing on my own. Nick was reasonably satisfied with his own personal 
ethics. :Iowever, the baby made it necessar~· for us to grapple with 
the problem of her eventual spiritual education, and, in the process, 
re-evaluate our own commitments and convictions. de both concluded 
that only Judaism could provide what we wanted, both for her and for us. 

One thing neither of us looks forward to is breaking the news to our 
families. Je read your chapter on that subject with special interest. 
(30th of us, by the way, disliked the Eric/Susan letter p,42ff., which 
seemed to us poGpous and patronizing.) A related topic I wish you 
had had the time or space to go into is the effect of one's conver-
sion on one's social circle. ~uggestions about what ~nd how to tell 
previous acquaintances (friends, co-workers, business contacts fami
liar with us a s Gentiles) and example s of what sorts of reactions to 
expect would have been welcome: ,. 

, ... ;- ,... • 

Ever since I made the decision t~ become a functioning Jew, l feel 
like Jorothy when she stepped from the grey-toned world of ll..ansas into 
the Technicolor land of Oz. I am dazzled and delighted, and a dark 
place in my so;1l is suddenly filled with light, l recall the rabbin
ical allegory ( which rabbi? will l ever remew·oer?) of the .i'>.ing en
throned in a room compassed about by high walls and mazes and diffi
cult passages. lhe walls and n,azes are dauntinc , but are in fact 
illusory, and for him who dares to press for·v .rard they fall away, show
ins the path straight into the ?resence of the h.ing. 

Your book provides encouraiement for those who dare, AS it was written 
for a liMited market, it will probably never make you rich, but it 
will help make us rich. Thank you! 



Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff 
756 East Broad Street 
Westfield, New Jersey 

Dear Rabbi Kroloffz 

December 13, 1979 

07090 

Many thanks for sharing with me the items from The Jewish News 
in regard to the program at Temple Emanu-El. I am grateful to 
you for sharing this with me. 

Aaron Hirt-Manheimer will be doing an overview story on the 
Outreach Program, one year later. I am confident that this 
article will have material he will want to include in that 
article. So much has happened in the past year and be is 
going to try to include as many congregational efforts as 
possible. 

With thanks and fondest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. Betty Scher 
178 Canterbury 
East Windsor, N.J. 08520 

Dear Mrs. Scher: 

• 

Sept.~mber 19 , 19 79 
,' 

It was gracious of you to write follO\'ling my 

appearance on the Donahue Show. I am grateful to you for 

sharing your lovely story with me and regret you were unable · 

toget your call through to the Donahue program. 

With best wishes to you and yours for a sweet 

and fulfilling New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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June 25, 1979 

Monsignor John Oesterreicher 
Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies 
Seton Hall University 
South Orange, New Jersey 07079 

Dear Monsignor Oescerrelcher: 

In recent correspondence with Rabbi Schindler, who is currently out
of-the-country, Rabbi Jerome Gurland of Cranston, Rhode Island, noted 
a conversation he had with you during the conference on ecumenical 
relations held at Our Lady of Providence Seminary. He indicated that 
mention was made of Rabbi Schlndler's Outreach Proposal and that you 
mentioned you had not had an opportunity to read the full text of the 
proposal. 

As Rabbi Schindler will not return to his office until late-July, I 
am taking the liberty of sharing with you a copy of his address to 
the UAHC Board of Trustees on December 2, 1979. I am also enclosing 
a copy of the March, 1979 edition of MOMENT which has an article on 
proselytizing, as well as a UAHC press delease giving the response 
from Christian theologians to Rabbi Schindler's proposal. I believe 
these materials will be of interest to you. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. 



JEROME S. GURLAND 
Rabbi 

:Jemp/e Oinai 
SUBURBAN REFORM TEMPLE 

30 HAGEN AVENUE • CRANSTON , R.I. 02920 

(401) 942-8350 

June 20 . 1979 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

A brief response to your inquiry about Monsignor 
Oesterreicher. His address is: 

Monsignor John Oesterreicher 
Institute of Judaeo-Christian Studies 
Seton Hall University 
South Orange , New Jersey 07079 

I have spoken with Father Flannery about the matter. 
I sense he agrees some contact between you and Oesterreicher 
will clarify the matter for him. 

JSG/gap 



Rabbi Jerome S. Gurland 
Temple Sinai 
30 Hagen Street 
Granston, R.I. 02920 

Dear Jerry: 

• 

May 29, 1979 

Thank you for your note of May 24 and the press clipping on the recent 
workshop on ecumenism. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Can you let me have an address for Rev. Msgr. Oestrreicher? I'd like 
to send him the full text of my re ma rks and Houston so he may have the 
opportuni ty to get the full picture of my proposals. Perhaps when he 
has read my remarks he will not find them to be so reprehensible after 
a 11. 

With appreciation and warmest regards , I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 
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RABBI JEROME S. GURLAND 

I 

TEMPLE SINAI 

CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND 

(~¼ \) 

~~ '\ 
" 

~ 

\- ---w 

Ci., 

~ ¼ 

~ 

~' «Jl 

Jv Vvv\,0 

(f"P 

~~ ):l\A"' 

b]-;,,fV~ ' 

~JJ - ~ 
'~ - (: Q,1-C:, \, 

~ {l>,r,,,_ \ 

' -~""' (; f¼v\-Q; ½ 

~ 

t .. 

\ I 

l'fl 

,&i_ 

~ 

~ 



_;._ ~ <;;'IJ. I Q__ • ""' ""' 9 .'l-J f ~ . ,.: 
_ M-~ ( --&11 <L~v.- \'-' m • :::t . \{1 \ 1 

l,~ ~ f~~\.v. (t'-J t. . 



,· 

1' 

. '. • ( .. • " 

j_ e 

. • <' . ;, ' • :.rt,".1,!ts!'!~' 

, · ' ~· 

gy 

e 

' 

r(1o1-, 

• 
,-,. • JUCHARD c. DUJARDIN • would lead to a ·church not of~ty but of 

,-.~ Re11gtoe wrtter conformity." . . . W.UWICJC - Today's Roman Catbo- Rather, he said, unity comes from both •· ;., , ~ ttie priest declared, qm no longer sides coming to a new understanding of . 
1qc, __ k .. on ~me~ as something option• their-own theological traditions; thf9Ugb 8'· the developing -character of the·. clturch. '. ."W:tt L'ic VotiWJ1 ,rour.cil, :. ~i-3 ~ .. :'iiie wunn is aiway:; oov~iuping. ii ¢>~ an integral part of our faith. But rm our positions were fixed for all titrie, we , • lfraid ttiat. many of us haven't learned would have reached- 111 Im~ )png ~ .-:Yet.:we haven't been training it to _ ago." •• • , • .' ·•~ ,, • ' ► , • • oo,r· $emlnarians. and· It still takes a low • On practical matters, the prjest report._. 

'. ,plp.ce on our agenda." • ed .that partic;lparits ·tn the Jnienin.tl\ ctta-. ,. An4 so, ;with that complaint by the Ute logues have • teached general . agteetn~nt · : ~v. t4war4. flipmery, an ~xpert in J~- aspects of the eucharist amt;' ~rf .:'.P.i! or• ' IS.h~~an relations hl~self, more than dained ministry, but irtlll have toJaclµe '. -~o,~ Qithoff~; Profostant•and J,w- the quesuon ·of apostotrc successi911 ._ ':' ijl\·cletj;y 8fth_ ered •t Our I.:ady-of Pn!lvi• ' whi~lt also~ on the Catholic-Chqrch's dence :~minarY, earlier this week for an concept Of ' its own ·.nu¥ry. · '-'t•' • ' • • ~#Y;):~,~~rence qn ecumenical rela- T~ C'a~Uc Chµ.rch sees. apostolic S\IC• ' ~ ;i ces&on as a a-uclal l~e both- to its doc~ .. . : ; J.C!litl~g· ·~e· confe~nce. were two trin~ of the' eucharistic p~ ~ - the '· 
1 Pf9"''""!tt' ~thoUc ·eauneni~ experts. ordained minlstey. ,The poWlr'of.· • ' : ~ Tl~rt~ boni Rev: .Msgr . . John M ..• to cliange bread and~ lntO..thf 'ibo4y, • (ltsterteit)ler, 1ounder and director of the and 1blood of C~ri~d>~ C.thollc;#Jl$>ld,' 

, i lnstltme l1f ~~~hrlstlan Studies at Se- from being ordalnecl by bishops wllci 1Je 
1 ! toli .Hall· ,Uttiversi_ty, and the Rev. JQ'hn the~ly~ in•a direct ~b~'Jin~ ~t ·, , ijQJohkin. dlrtetor of the committee on g~ :back ·to• the apostles themsel,·es.,; •· 

:; ~~ apd! iqie,q~ligl~us aff~rs. for . . But, father\Hotchkln 'sal4, ~t ~thq. ' ; ~e,.~~tiona\A>~f~nce/Of Catt}Q~C Bi~- Uc: thwtogtans .are coming to ~ }1eW' • • ops ,. • ... ~ •. ' •·. • , r it:" • • ' · • • • that a~stollc -successi'on 'is nC\t'1ltpedden.t-'. • -'. ... ~ :w~/~ 
0

Jiw/•tt1e w~te-haired, on an ordinatwn,qiremony.,-n is uiiclear/ ~~'., ,~.': . -1_ ·~;• _., . , t.lon~~or ··~erreicher .• reminded the . he, ~d, wheUier~th¢ ·apost1~ ·~er{'citt . , .. ~. . .,.~1 : • • pthering. '.f'He spoke as a Jew and lived ·: <fained anyone. ~ some are·.sug~ng ~ ~. . ~ .J Jew. ~ l).umanity I~ his :Jewjshness. that it is not onii~tidtt as;SUch;' Wt b'ein& • • . . :t . .. . , t . .. ~d VfheD ~ un~erstand that you ~ ~ of a, •:contin~ty. of :~~ .. tbJt' ~ • • , 1 ,, .• -!1- • . ; ,. . . on YQW' way to believing the incamat1on Vides . the apostolic su1=ces.,i011, he.said, . 1 ;1 .:•' ,. , ; .;~•~ ,,' :_ , . bt .Christ as It exists." If new .definition ~ere adopted. lie said. ';.I 
}, ·;.. . . , ... f: ·. 

1 
. r - that $ii~. priest turned_to the question it wou~d be q~te pos.,ible thai:blshops :- . ! • • . . .. _;"•, ,. . ~.. , . • l{ .proselytifm. . . , . .. and priests.+ m othet non-Roma,n,Oatli~ 1 • ~,- ~··. • r' • • -; , • '- ', • ,. '!Yes,;Jemis told us. to spr~ the ~I. lie bodies wouJd .have'what ~cs ~ :i ;7;· , r .i.«:,}~,,.. i: : ·. \ 1 Jrut o~r. ~SS!onlzing has. become taln~. lieve Is ~ritial • for ·( vali~ ~.:, .•';'~, •• ;: ~-. _ .:. : :· .: . -,. And after A\jScllwJ~ _and ~l the thmgs ther.eby paVtng ~, •'f&Y;f~a\~ £lJi:_~ ,, _; ~,..:,; ~ ;; that have:~ (Jone to Jews, the forced atlon: lt is even possible that ije--recpgnt-,;,.:,. ).~ : ·•~ . ~ baR(i.sms a))a conv.er.,loJIS, I am not at all tiQn could~el.ld to churches wijch:q,~•t , ·• • , : .. ·• ~ ~ :· • • ~ that Gbd wants us to misslonize to . have blshops,Jbut• :'presbyter elders" with , .. ~ . C: ~, . \: 1

~ : .J~}V.$'.~ . ,• : • . • • . , :·' . • general oversight for Q}e work of -the •_1~., ,~ •. ~:$! - : 1 •, ;,]iy'tHesaine.token,tJtepriestrej~ church. ·, ,:.t,-,.·.': ·_,, ,~-i ·:,.,'.~-•-~ - :.:l ~ - ' • • ~ . the ~ put.fort~ ~Jew month~ ~go Tht pfitst} · presentation ~~, ~ot '.sell • . . ~•~ · liii':i•· . . t,y:orui ot Am.e~ca•s top Refqrm ,.Je~~h e-.;eryone. { - . • ·•- t _ ·,,;-t. • .. '••. • ~ ;..,9 ,. ·' ~.1• .1~~11 .~t }~w~ thett1$tlV~ should Jte- , 'ANOTHE,fCATIIOLIC PRn;st w~1;. . .. 9 .. ~ 0
~ 't • •. . glit' ~ng \f~rultS to- Ju~sm from the dered_ aloud' whether the participan~'.Ul. . • ~ ' ~1 1 l i ~~ of, the 'µnc~urch~. • . ' ' " ' the dialogues, war have lost tQuch wt.th· ~ c · ~~ ·• ,,, 1 The. rn,est said he saw contradic;tions their own church, and hav.e ~tn~ to -.. , . . . I•: g; ~ :, . : . n thria:~. :~:~~ b¼,R~~~I t~"::d~ ~~Jtl~~~ .. of "~o~xisterii Chri$~ ·~ / 

· . .-. . = . . ~~ ·. ' e\m~fi'eiui H~iiY. Orga;J.z,a~o .. ~; !f Jew;: Others su~~;i~. Ulat .i~~~ • .:c-, , t ~ .~ ~ .: .::,- • , ~., .rtl~ke_<l ~ such a campaign, he said, ba~ was 411 fine and good, but 'ttiat it' ' 'jl , :::s <:> : ., , • e would 1>e no reason why some would be worthl~ if moves tQward unl-7 ~ i. , , Chdstian bodies woul<ln't try to do ,the ty didp't ~ch 'down 'to pie people in ,the • • • uW\e, \\1th Jew~. • . • . .~. , • , • ' . -. • ...,. . . . . pews. . , . . ,. • ~•'.f wotild 5:IY, the best approach Is to ~ The 'priest agreed. He said rear unity I c;hrtstl"15 and Jews llS wayfarers and as will come fro.m "living communittes" o~ fellow: pilgrims on the way to God. One (hristian believers at the parisA-~,.piuii;h helps the,. other. when one . gets tired." level, and, not from lette~ tiaJ:idecf down 
"·: t4TfffJl ·JIOTOJKIN'S TALKS were, from chancery offices. • .,,. -for the most part, an update on the cath<>- "We must never\ devalue the 'lf\ipor• , lie. Church's "dialogues" an<i efforts at tance of having differ:ept Christians P,ffiY" union with• Protestant, . Epi~p~ and Ing together. It ,may·seem to uu,t time~ ·" ()tthodox ·group~: . • that such servl~ don't .accmpplish very I 

, : tte said, the ' Interfaith dialogues· h~ve much. ~ut l ~lieve th~y do ~ave a.,PTO:' • I , ~n going on long enough to lead to a found 1mpa~t. the pnest said. .r ·•, consensus on .. some issues that had divided "If we are united in His wotd, we'are• <;athollcs and PrQtestants in the past. united in His presence just as surely as we 
••1This "convergence," he insisted, came are when we gather around .the Eui;ba~. • not fr(!rn ''fu4gint," or ''paperin~ over" rlst, II ' , • •• • • . , , If '. • O . . "' differences, or from · mere compromise. , And that being the case; he .said, 'tl'lere . ,_' "Progress toward unity• cannot ~ ~ullt may alre¥Y be more communion atnon& . on compromise. To do so would be to our churches now than we even recog~. 

; build on sand," the priest declared. ''It • nize." 
) 



M1\$s Marsha Benson 
1727 Pioneer Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15226 

Dear Miss Benson: 

June 14, 1979 

Thank you for your recent letter. I can appreciate your concerns and 
I thank you for sharing them with me. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Saul M. Mann 
88 East 34th Street 
Paterson, N.J. 07514 

Dear Mr. Mann: 

June 14, 1979 

Thank you for your response to my recent letter and the materials I 
shared with yo~. While I agree with some of your points, it Is 
obvious to me that we do not agree with one another. I hope we can 
disagree agreeably. 

High on the agenda of my concerns is the need to enrich and enhance 
Jewish education in our schools and synagogues. This is an effort 
to which I am fully devoted. However, this effort need not be af
fected by an effort to reach the un-churched, one does not lead to 
diminution of the other. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



You mention the long and thorough article contained in the En
cyclopedia Judaica on the subject of 'proselytes•. I have this 
set at home as~ll as the Jewish Encyclopedia, and I am already 
familjar with the subject on proselytes. There is no disputing 
the proselytizing activities during the period when our people 
lived in the Holy Land,and your citations seem to cover primarily 
that period. However, the Encyclopedia also makes quite some 
mention of the cessation of those activities for many past 
centuries in European lands. 

No affirmative efforts were ever made to gain converts during 
those centuries for, the price in Jewish blood was a killing one. 

I said that traditionally, Jews don't try to convert, having 
borne in mind the consequences of the many centuries of Jewish 
life in Europe. Even Ruth whom you mention, was importuned by 
her mother-in-law to go home to her people, and only after a 
session with her mother-in-law did she prevail upon her mother
in-law to accept her as a Jewess. To be realistic, I maintain that 
practising and non-practising Christians to this day resent any 
affirmative effort at conversions to Judaism. Yes, the compara
tive handful of good people connected with the inter-faith organi
zations might be tolerant and gracious, but the overwhelming 
masses of non-Jews could make us pay a price. 

I still believe, as I mentioned in the letter to you, that there 
are millions of Jews unaffiliated with synagogues, and totally 
ignorant of our Torah, history and tradition. In that direction 
should lie efforts of conversion. There are millions of Jews 
today who are practically agnostic; there is the field for edu
cational and conversion activities, not among people whose hos
tility will be incurred. 

You mention your efforts among the •unchurched'. They may not 
be members of Christian churches, but they would still regard 
themselves as Christian when a Jew tries to make a Jew of them. 



.. 
' 

I nterfaith relations of 4,000 years ago in the Holy Land 
were not the relations of the past number of centuries, and 
of today. To use ~e social wofker•s mumbo-j.umbo, why not 
•reach out• to the unsynagogued Jews who embrace today a 
majority of the Jewish people. I ncidentally, I have heard 
in reports on radio and television that among the Christians 
to~ less than half of their population ever attend church 
during the year. 

Your Reformed synagogue in this City cannot even muster a 
minyon on the Sabbath except when there is the circus of a 
Bar Mitzvah. The same holds almost true of the Conservative 
Temple in Pate r son, and the Orthodox likewise have their 
extreme difficulties. 

Let•s acknowledge our failures and try to correct them before 
looking for outside troubles. 

Respectfully, 

rL 

Saul M. Mann 
88 East 34th Street 
Paterson, New Jersey 07514 
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Mr. Saul M. Mann 
125 =llisOh Street 
Paterson, N.J. C7505 

Dear Mr. Mann~ 

May 30, 1979 

Thank you for your letter of May 24. 
having shared your co~cerns with me. 

r appreciate your 

You are iLcorrect in stating that all Jewish tra"ition has been opposed to proselytising. As a r~atter of fact. for millenia we were indeed a proselytising religion. I enclose herewith an Adult Jewish Studies guide on he subject ,,hich may be of interest to you. In audition to questions ane answers it contains a fi11e L bliography of books and materials in the subject at hand. 

I enclose herewith a copy of my aJuress th the UAHC Board of Trustees, December, 1978, for I believe a reading of the co~plete text will 'nterest you. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
I 

/ 

I 



i SAUL M. MANN 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 

125 ELLISON STREET 

PATERSON. NEW JERSEY 07505 

PHONE: 684-2600 

May 24, 1979 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o House of Living Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue@ 65th Street 
New York, New York 

near Rabbi Schindler: 

Having read the report by Kenneth A. Briggs in last Sunday's Times 
with the leader: "Jews Say Christians Back Proselytising", I take the 
liberty of writing to and differing with you. 

For millenia, all Jewish Tradition has been opposed to proselytising. 
According to Jewish Law and custom, when a gentile sought to be con
verted to the Jewish Faith, it was incumbent upon the Rabbi to dis
suade the applicant and to first point out all the burdens, obliga
tions, responsibilities and sacrifices in embracing and observing the 
practices and laws of Judaism. After much intelligent persistence , by 
the applicant, only then may this request first be even considered. 

I don't understand why Christian clergy even consider proselytising 
non-Christians, or why now, Reformed Jewish clergy would consider 
proselytising Christians . Among both religious faiths, there is so 
much indifference, apathy and ignorance among their so-called members 
that the clergy could spend 24 hours a day, all their lives prosely
tising their own people for a veturn to their faith. 

In my observations, many hundreds of thousands of members of your 
Reformed organizations know less about the Bible than many hundreds 
of thousands Protestant Sunday school boys. I would think that in 
all faiths, there is endless work to be done among their own kind. 

perhaps the admonition from Song of Songs 1:6 is apropos: "they made 
me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept." 

smm: jb / 

/ 
/ 

very truly yours, 

Saul M. Mann 



Mrs. Selma Benjamin 
45 A Sandra Circle 
Westfield~ NJ 07090 

Dear Mrs. Benjamin: 

March 15, 1979 

Your letter of recent date has been brought to my attention. For 
your perusal I enclos herewith a copy of the complete text of my 
address to the UAHC Bard in Houston, Texas. I believe a reading 
of this will be of interest to you. 

I am deeply concerned with the enrichment and enhancement of Jewish 
corrnnitment by our young people and my address deals with this desire 
that our programs of education be strengthened. The Outreach to the 
Unchurched was merely one section of an address which had a number 
of proposals. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Reform Judaism 

45 A Sandra Circle, 

Westfield. , N, J • 0 7090 

In an almost contradictory article at the top of the page 

in the issue of Reform Judaism, you 1romote the program to win 

converts to Judaism. Just ·)elow t l· is article , you r:,rint one 

bemoaning the i'act that one 0 1· our Jei-Yish youth h as bee ome a 

cultist rejecting his Judaism. 

Does not our responsibility, our first obligation lie in the 

direction to involve, strengthen and aid our Jewish youth so 

that they will not bet_ome al ienated and fall into the inter 

marriage syndromQ~ In my opinion, the money would be better spent 

to try to encourgge our J"ewish singles not only to attend synagogue 

but ·,..,o be able to meet other Jewish singles . 

I have a daughter who will be thirty years old t h is month , 

who attends synagogue regularly but who has little contact ;,vi th 

Jewish men since she is a teacher and all the men are Gentile . 

What are we doing to encourgge this segment to meet Jewish men? 

The sin6les groups are so ill geared to dignified relationship s 

and so demeaning to a young woman who reall y wants to meet a Jewish 

man for seriou s 1-urposes that my daughter is tur ned off by most 

o:r these groups. If the s'§tnagogues were to go alih out in an effort 

to give these yovng 11 committed" Jews a place to 1· ind suitable 

companions then we would not have to face ~1e unhapyiness of inter-

marr iage. 

We do not need to win c onverts, We need to keep the Jewish 

youth we have and not let them slip away. 
r 

c \.)..>..~"-.~ 

~<-Ll' ~ 



Janua ry 14, 1979 

Dear Rabbi Schi ndler: 

I was both pleased and relieved to read the copy of 
your addre~s to the UAHC in Tex a s which you so kindly sent 
to me. 

Pleasure because I now know th a t my Reform Judai!m l! 
_oing to actively seek out dissatisfied non-Jews who look 
"to find a better way" with the a id of a program c a lled 
Task Force on Outreach. I know t h ere must be many peop1Le 
out the r e who wou]Ld be gr a teful indeed if someone took the 
time and trouble to inform them of t h e many a ppealing a s

pects of Reform Jud a ism, both s p iritually and intellectually. 
After all, if you 're selling a superior product, why not 
advertise? 

'11h e res,ponse of the members of Temple Emanu-El, Edison, 
New Jersey to t h e a rticle I wrote on my conversion in the 
temple bulletin, while very positive, proved that there was 
a definite -need for such an article. These "ori gina.JL " ,Jews 
were both amazed and mystified that any s a ne per s,on would 
deliberately choose to become a Jew. I had expected this 
a ttitude from non-Jews, but from the Jews, themselve~? I 
am a s p u r.~ led of them a s they a re about me. 

As for feel i n g re l ieved, I reali z e tha t I must be a 
typi cal c onvert. After readin~ y our ~pee ch, I discovered 
t ha t there are other converts who a lso f e el alienated and 
haven't found the solution to this disturbing feeling . I 
thou~ht bein~ ac tive in the v arious temple a ctivities would 
help, but t hi s fee l ing of being different somehow persists. 

I have be en a Jew for a l mo!t a year now an~ I am distre!s
ed ab out an · a ttitude I have been encountering from ~ome of 
the c ong re !'!;ant~ of Temp]e Emanu.:._~El. They se em to b~lieve 
that t he , eform movement is a we aker link in t h e Juda ic 
chain. The Orthodox a re somehow thought to be "rea] " Jews 
while the eform Jews apologiie for not be i ng Jewi!h enough. 
I be l ieve the survi v a l of Amer i c an Judai~m depends to a 
l ar __ e degree on the Reform movement, s o you most certa in1Ly 
hav,e my permission to rep rint my article i n your newspaper. 

Ever·y little bit help 8, I a]ways 8ay. 

i th be s,t wi ~he~, 

Sincerely, 
·/'f'Y/~ /3 ~ 
1r~. Mar ian Baruka 
877 Jaques Ave, Rahway, N.J. 07065 



Mr. P.l an Caruba 
THE JEWISH FUTURE 
Box 40 
Maplewood, N.J. 07040 

Dear Mr. Caruba: 

December 18, 1978 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. For your perusal 
I enclose a copy of JllY remarks that you might read them ·In their 
context. 

Hhh kf ndest greetings, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



-·The Jewish Future-
By Alan Caruba 

December 3, 1978 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Office of the President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I read with considerable interest of your call for a 
specific conversion effort on behalf of Judaism because, 
THE JRWISH FUTURE, my weekly, syndicated column has as 
its central theme, Jewish evangelism. 

I may well be the only Jewish columnist openly advocat
ing this and I would be honored to participate in any 
organized effort you establish . 

I am enclosing some of the columns as they appear in 
Jewish community newspapers here in New Jersey, in 
Florida, Kansas City and, starting in the coming year, 
Omaha, Nebraska, and in Alabama.. My message is begin
ning to reach out and involve the American Jewish commun
ity and, I'm pleased to say, is touching an enormously 
responsive chord. 

I would welcome hearing from you if I can be of any 
service. Best wishes! 

- -Box 40 Maplewood, N.J. 07040 
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"THE JEWISH FUTURE 

Jewish Evangelism 
BY ALAN CARUBA 

We Jews have been much in the news these past weeks 
and months. Hardly a day goes by without reading about 
neo-Nazis, Soviet dissidents, U.S. diplomatic demands, 

and Arab threats. As Jews, of course, we 
read these items hungrily. After all, the life 
of a single Jew is important in a world where 
we total a little over 14 million. 

We've become an active, assertive 
people. When neo-Nazis, who number 
perhaps a dozen, decide to march, we rally 

thousands to protest. When Arabs request fighter planes, 
we lobby to keep these.weapons from them. Everywhere, 
it seems, we are responding. Except in one, essential area. 

Because what do these headlines really say to usl If we 
must respond to the exiling or jailing of Jewish brothers 
and sisters in the Soviet Union, if we must strive to insure 
Israel has enough military strength, if we must call down 
the heavens on the neo-Nazis ... does this not say that 
every single one of us is a hostage in a world of non-Jewsl 
And why must that bel Is our mandate only to survivel I 
think not. 

I read the headlines and am reminded how, in 115 C.E., 
40,000 Jews were expelled from Cyprus; how, in 1033, 6,000 
Jews were slain in fez; how, in 1290, all of Britain's Jews 
were expelled or how, in Toledo, Spain, in 1355, 12,000 
Jews were massacred. 

Now, tell me, what is different about today's headlinesl 
Tell me that this ancient history of our people isn't yester
day's newsl Or tomorrow'sl 

Do you want to know what the achievement of Christ
endom and ;slam trul y ii? lt is their numbers! It is their 
endless quest for one, new soul and the destruction of all 
non-believers. Savage, barbaric, civilized or sublime ... you 
may look at it from any direction, but you may not ignore 
the fact that Jews have virtually abandoned all efforts to 
propagate our faith. Is it not written, "This people have I 
formed for myself; they shall show forth my praisel'' 

If we Jews can bring together thousands when we are 
threatened by a pitiful band of neo-Nazis, why can't we 
bring together thousands more who might wish to be 
numbered among us, to share our faithl And if still more 
thousands were to join them,· who then would dare 
threaten usl 

A recent Gallup poll revealed that, among unchurched 
Christians, 21% said that Jesus was just another religious 
leader and not G-d, nor the son of G-d. Among church
going Christians, an additional 6% concurred with this 
view. More than a quarter of those surveyed did nor 
believe in the divinity of Jesus, a belief central to Christ
ianity! 

The earliest schism among the followers of Jesus was 
whether or not to preach Judaism to the Gentiles, a view to 
which Jesus was opposed. It was Paul who broke away from 
the Nazorite movement headed by Jesus' brother, James, 
who would not depart from the original intentions of 
Jesus, a Jew preaching to Jews. And it was Paul who 
invented Christianity out of an odd blend of Judaism and 
paganism. The modern-day Christians who do not believe 
in Jesus' divinity are closer theologically to us than to their 
nominal church membership. 

But what do we hav~ to offer again th $41_.6 million 
s ent last ear by the Billy Graham EvangeJisti ss.oci.1-
1,1,Yil.lJIJ.UL..!cits five affilijte rgaoizati n OJ.biog We build 
beautiful synagogues, buy Israeli bonds and give to the 
UJA, but we spend not one penny to propagate the faith. It 
is not enough to be keepers of the flame. We must let its 
light shine forth . I recommend we start a new movement: 
).E.W. - Jewish Evangelism Worldwide. What do you 
thinkl 

. THE_JEWISH COMMUNITY -NEWS 

August 17, 1978-

Interlude Productions 

. Maplewood, N.J.07040 (201) 763-6392 



THE JEWISH FUTURE 

A Jewish Look 
At -Our Numbers 

BY ALAN CARUBA 
Let's talk about the power of numbers. I have in mind 

some statistics about the world's religious. Current sources 
indicate that there are 185 million Hindus in the world 

today. There are approximately 537 million 
Moslems. And would you believe an esti
mated 951 million Christians overall? 

Of Jews, there are 14.2 million in 'the 
entire world. I call that a remnant and, 
despite our extraordinary good fortune to 
have even that number, it makes me uneasy 

to consider how easy it would be to see the 2.6 million Rus-
sian Jews melt into the vastness of the greater population 
there or the 3 million Israelis suffer the fanaticism of 
desperate Arabs still bent on their destruction. There are 
some 300,000 Argentinian Jews living in a world that 
increasingly resembles Nazi Germany. 

Which leaves, for the most part, we American Jews as the 
only viable hope should any catastrophe befall these 
others. 

You can imagine, therefore, my consternation when I 
spoke recently with a rabbi conducting, along w ith several 
other rabbis, a course for prospective converts. I asked him 
if he inquired of those taking the course why they sought 
to become Jews and he replied he did not want to know. 
He went on to remind me that the Talmud urges rabbis to 
discourage converts, to make it d ifficult in effect. 

Oh, I know that the rabbis want to test the conviction of 
those who come to them and I know what this particular 
rabbi was saying when he informed me he was not supply
ing " instant salvation," but I must frankly say that I have 
encountered, time and again, a certain smugness and, in 
some cases, almost an arrogance about the special joy that 
we Jews know and experience; a smugness that says, " It's 
ours and we really don't want to share it." 

H v we le rned nothin from the o ocaus 

hesjta te for a moment to_em race a si s 
who activel continue to seek us as converts? 

An w y is it I repeate y ear ra6 ,s say t at they have 
their hands full just educating those of us born to the faith 
as if it is unthinkable to contemplate more than 14 million 
Jews? Am I a fool to believe that 40 million or 400 million 
Jews in the world might make it a place where justice and 
compassion would truly reign supreme? 

When I contemplate the innate decency o f the Israelis in 
their dealings with Arab neighbors and citi zens, I think 
that a better world can exist. Despite the Holocaust, I do 
not believe that Jews are in this world to be its eternal 
martyrs. 

As we consider the vast numbers of other religions, 
powerful forces in this world who, in many respects, by 

their very numbers, shape our own destiny, we might well 
consider our need to grow. One new Jew is a victory to be 
celebrated. We were made slaves in Egypt when our 
numbers grew and Pharoah feared us, nor are we strangers 

• to the sword o f those to whom the killing of Jews was 
almost a sacred act. 

I have always had deep respect for rabbis , but they are 
human too and subject to the vast weight of our history 
and culture which militates against opening our doors to 
those who, spiritually, would stand at the foot of Mt. Sinai . 
G-d called us to Him as a people, no t just as individuals. A 
mult itude stood there at Mt. Sinai. A remnant rema ins. 

-April 13, 1978 



THE JEWISH COMMUNITY NEWS 

Universal Religion 
BY ALAN CARUBA 

In the extraordinary book, " A History of the Jewish Peo
ple," edited by H.H. Ben-Sasson (H arvard Univ . Pres~). 

there is an early chapter entitled " The De
cline, Rise and Destruction of the King
dom of Israel." 

It seems to me that this chapter heading 
applies in many ways to the entire history of 

. , Judaism which, throughout the long cen-
~,. turies, has appeared to be utterly des-

troyed, yet has risen time and again. If there is a resurrec
tion, it is of the Jewish people who, by all normal stand
ards of history, should have disappeared from the face of 
the earth long ago. 

Indeed, the fine and popular historian , Max I. Dimont, 
wrote an entire book which he called "The Indestructible 
Jews" around this theme, seeking to determine if, indeed, 
there is some kind of manifest destiny forthe faith . He con
cludes that if Judaism is to bring about universal bonds of 
brotherhood and to revitalize the wellsprings of civiliza
tion, then Jews must adhere to Juda is , rather than "yield 
to the temptation of creating a new civilization." 

And so we gather to celebrate the New Year, to reaffirm 
our commitment to the faith, and to cleanse our souls in 
atonement so we may be free to pursue our lives in accor
dance with the laws of Judaism. 

Christians viewing us during this period of renewal must 
wonder at our tenacity . Consider that our history has been 
one in which we Jews have regularly found ourselves out. 
of favor with G-d. Not only was the Temple in Jerusalem 
twice destroyed but we were cast out of !srael to wander 
the nations of the· world. Before that, we served a long 
period of slavery. In our own times we have seen a third of 
our number destroyed in a cataclysmic event out of which 
rose, as from the ashes, the nation of Israel, re-born. 

One of the most powerful arguments for Christianity is 
that we Jews failed G-d with such consistency that He saw 
fit to send a personal emissary, Jesus. All this might seem 
quite logical, given the careful reporting of the Torah as to 
the many times Jews failed to 111easure up. Indeed, we may 
be the only religion whose most revered leaders have 
committed crimes that include murder and adultery. But .. 
. our leaders were real men, allowed to have human frail
ties while, at the same time, selected for their strengths. 

However, because Judaism is so human a faith, such fail
ures as occurred were continually redeemed. Jews have 
always found their own salvation and have fought back 
from their own frailties and failures to renew the coven
ant. I regard these as particularly critical times of renewal 
and reaffirmation. 

Jews as a whole and the nation of Israel in particular 
trouble the world powers. We trouble Christianity and 
Islam. The presence of Jews in the world, after so many 
efforts to crush us to nothingness, troubles their souls for, 
if the Messiah has come, if the Propt-,et has come .. . why 
then, do Jews yet exist to celebrate our 5,739th year? 

Along with Dimont, I feel that Judaism is.a universal reli
gion . It is the religion of the world citizen. Judaic rules of 
personal conduct are no less true in Israel as they are in the 

Soviet Union; no fess true in Damascus or Cairo as they are 
in India or China; no less true in South as in North Amer
America. 

Arnold Toynbee, tlie great historian, in a lecture 
delivered to the 1959 World Jewish Congress said, "The 
future of Judaism is to convert the world. It is an extra
ordinary thing that twice before in history the Jews ha~e 
allowed outsiders to run away with their religion and 
spread it over the world ... does not the real future of Jews 
and Judaism lie in spreading Judaism, in its authenticform, 
over the whole world? " I say yes. What do you say? Septe~ber 28, 1978-
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Mr. Caruba is the dedi
cated exponent of an unus
ual and often controversial 
theory of the historical 
background and ultimate 
destiny of Judaism. He 
states, " / am a Jewish rad
ical." 

The Jewish 
Future 
By Alan Caruba 

I was talking with a lovely lady not long ago who, 
when asked her faith, described herself simply as a • 
Christian. As the conversation moved along, she related 
that her daughter has been engaged to a Jewish boy, 
but that the coldness and resistance of his family had 
blighted any possibility for their happiness. The engage-
ment was broken off. . 

There is something ineffably tragic in that story, two 
young people, themselves willing to acknowledge their 
different faiths, but more concerned for what they had 

in common, that what divided them. It is a story of love 
thwarted and, by that standard alone, it is tragic. 

But I hear you saying, the boy had a respQnsbility to 
marry withing Judaism, to become the father of Jew
ish children . And I reply, who says he wouldn 't have 
become the father of Jewish children? Who says his 
wife would not have become Jewish out of her own 
need and her love for her husband? Now, let me be 
understood; ·I believe that a Jewish man should, where 
possible, seek a Jewish mate, but finding himself drawn 
to a non-Jew, he should explore and put forth the op
poftunity for conversion as an element for their ul
timate happiness together. I do 11ot countenance con
version from Judaism. 

The same, of.course, applies .to Jewish women. Cur-
• iously, I repeatedly l ind that Jewtsh men are highly 

regarded as husbands and, conversely, Jewish women 
too often have a very negative image to overcome. But 
my concern here is for the response that a family and 
friends might give to a non-Jewish fiancee or w ife . .,My 
feelin is that we assume such marria e takes the 
ewis male awa rom Ju aism without ivin sub

stance to the possibil ity o ringing into our faith a con-

~ 
A letter to one of the newspapers in which this col-

umn appears moved me deeply in this respect. The 
wr iter gave some steps to be taken to stop intermar
riage. (1) The Jew's family should become extremely 
cold and unfriendly to the Gentile. (2) If that fails and 
a marriage ensues, the attitude should continue. (3) If 

the couple seeks the help of the Jewish Family Ser
vice, it should be denied because one half of the coup
le was not born a Jew. (4) A Jewish executive should 
discontinue doing business w ith the man because he 
ref115ed q support t he Jewish F.p!ll.i ly Service after 
the den1al'of- help. (S f A rabbi sho'uld telf the wife that 
all the marriage's problems are caused by the fact that 
she married a Jew. Appalling, isn't it? 

Yet this actually happened to the writer of the letter 
and his marriage to a non-Jew has survived twelve 
years despite t hese " ste.ps" taken. against them and 
their love for each other. What is more, he related 
that " My wife is raising our two boys in a fine Jewish 
home, and has made many very dear friends of the· 
Jewish faith. She has been active in many Jewish organ
izations, including president of her B'nai B' rith chap
ter." But that's not all . "If it were not for the com
passion I learned from my Gentile wife, I would have 
lost contact with all Jewish surroundings. It seems 
to me that we Jews are better off keeping a poor Jew 
like myself and gaining a new one like my w ife, rath
er than losing both." 

Amen and amen! I applaud this man. I praise his 
wife. I give thanks to God for the ift o 
stowe upon t em. 0 w at value iL) udajsm if.,we 
cannot o eh our hearts to those w o e 

u • t e love on of _u[ _e.o 7 o 
not want to lose a sin le ew but neither do we a 
to in ict su er ing upon one who, through his or her 
love, brings his beloved to the ( gyeoao.t. 

November 1 O, 1978 
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Mr. Caruba is the ded i
cated exponent of an un
usual and often 
controversial theory of 
the historical 
background and 
ultimate destiny of 
Judaism. He states, " / 
am a Jewish radical." 

The Jewish Future 
by Alan Caruba 

Back in late 1972, the New York times ran an article 
that was headlined "Jews' Family Ties Are Held 
Eroding" and late in 1973 it ran another story head
lined "Jews Cite Rise In Intermarriage." In mid-1974 
another story said "Conversion Issue Disturbs A 
Rabbi. " And so it has been, year • after year, and 
sometimes I think, month after month. 

This issue of intermarriage, family, conversion and 
all its ram ifications simply has obsessed the American 
Jewish community for years ! 

Anyone looking at us objectively would have to con-

- - - · .. __________________________ :;.:_ _________ ___ _ 
elude that the problem is of such p~oportions that 
surely the American Jewish community is soon to 
vanish entirely. This is utter and complete nonsense. If 
anything, we are experiencing a rev italization, a grow
"ing identification with our heritage and faith, and at 
the same t ime attracting an enormous outpouring of 
attention from non-Jews as the result of such events as 
the television series. "The Holocaust." and, of course, 
the events affecting Israel. 

I would very much like to see us put these tired 
issues to rest and begin to think more positively about 
the real issues of growth. Not just survival. but growth. 

A number of trends in American society have freed 
Judaism from its long-stand ing self-effacing stance in 
the presense of the vast Christian population. First. 
there was the emergence of the nation of Israel. but let 
it also be said that Israel has a long way to go before it 
achieves the solutions, not just of its security problems, 
but of the theocratic grip which stiffles a more 
generous response to conservative and reform Judaism. 
Still , Israel is a momentous event. 

The Civil Rights Movement worked not only for the 
Blacks. but for all minorities. As Americans discovered 
our astounding ethnicity in the form of our native 
Indians, our Spanish-speaking, our multitudinous 
nationalities. it became acceptable to be a minority 
and to be proud of it. Jews have absorbed this feeling 
along with the others. 

Nowhere on the face of the earth is there a better 

place to be a Jew than in the · United States today! 
Nowhere do we experience greater, personal freedom 
in both a physical and spiritual sense. We may visit 
Jerusalem, but we return to New York, Fort Lauder:dale, 
Kansas. Omaha, Los Angeles ... home to the United 
States of America. 

When the heart of European Judaism was destroyed 
in the Holocaust, only the vast earlier migration of 
millions of Jews permitted we American Jews to insure 
the seed of future generations and to aid at the critical 
moment of the birth of Israel. History, though - cruel 
history, may yet ass ign us that cruc ial task if the com
bined might of Arab nations succeeds and the implaca
ble Soviets root out the Jewish spirit from among the 
millions yet imprisoned there. 

I don't think American Jews have anything to apolo
gize for. It is time to put aside the agonizing, the nay
saying, the chains that bind us to the belief that we 
must always be supplicants before greater powers. 

Ours is the power, and the glory, and the Kingdom 
of God. 

Ours is the mission and the mandate to establish 
that Kingdom here on earth. 

There is no more fertile ground than that on which 
you stand. 

America ! America ! America ! 
A New Year is upon us. Let us get on with our 

Father's work. . 
Copyright. Alan Caruba. 1978 

_ Bl!OWAl!D JfWISN JOlll!~i\L _ 

September 22, 1978 



THE JEWISH FUTURE. 

Wolves In 
Sheep's Clothing 

BY ALAN CARUBA 
Two incidents occurred recently that spark this column. 

I received a letter from" A Christian, praying for you" who 
• told me that , after reading my column, she 

wanted to relate that "I know many Jew
ish-Christians, some of whom belong to my 
church. You make statements you know 
nothing about." 

She neglected to sign her name or pro
vide an address to which I could reply, At 

the same time, I received a copy of a book, "Evangelizing 
The American Jew," by David Max Eichhorn, published by 
Jonathan David Publishers, Middle Village, NY 11379. It is 
an historical review of conversion efforts from the Colon
ial period to the present. What emerges from the book is a 
record of virtual , total failure . I found that very interest
ing. 

As to my letter-writer, if you are reading this , it is impor
tant that you underst_and I do not write these commentar
ies for Christians, but neither is it ever my intent, nor 
desire, to offend Christian readers. If the truth upsets you, 
so be it. And the truth is, there can never be a creature call
ing itselt a Jewish-Christian. Be Jewish or be Christian, but 
you can't be both! That's like trying to get to Heaven while 
holding hands with the Devil. You can't have it both ways, 
no way. 

Let 's be honest. One of the great advantages of being 
Christian is to be free of the 613 specific statutes to be , 
found in the Torah as obligations of being Jewish. Just take 
a look at the basic Ten Commandments. I confess that I 
wonder what a Christian thinks when he reads that he is 
forbidden to have other gods or to make graven images to 
depict the Divine One. First he has to contend with the 
" otherness" of Jesus as a deity and then he has to find a 
good reason for a statue of Jesus on the cross hanging over 
the alter in his church. Or maybe Christian$ just don't think 
about these things? 

At least, though unsigned, my letter-writer tried to share 
her view of Christianity 9penly. Despite the historical 
record of failure, groups do continue to " mission to the 
Jews" and in more recent times some have sought to mask 
their true intentions by hidi11~ behind such names as Beth 
Sar Shalom, which is, in fact, the American Board of Mis
sions to the Jews. Or consider the subtle change in 1975 
from the name Hebrew Christian Alliance of America to 
Messianic Jewish Alliance of Ameri ca ? There's a group in 
Stony Brook, Long Island, passing themselves off as B' nai 
Yeshua who are in the evangalizing business. And, of 
course, we've all heard of " Jews For Jesus" of whom I can
not think of anything good to say . 

.,:1.,:h~a,.:v~e;_;o~:;_e:.;.n:.zl :..f~a~v.:,:o~re:_;;d~a~r~e~tu~rn~t o~ u:,:d~ i~sm~~~":7'-.....,...,o 
are ristian in name on ; t ose who beli 

1cf-~r20;.:!..:.:!.!m~~ainrrirm1r[1a~n~GJi[E~tjiit~!i1f1!14r:;~::;::ri.i.wi< 
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as a t ren . in many mission
ary efforts and I urge my fellow Jews to be aware of it. 

I salute groups such as the Brooklyn-based '' J.A .M .S.," 
an anti-missionary group, and men such as Rabbi Allen S. 
Maller of Culve·r City, California, who has written about 
this latest wrinkle in the conversion business. And I salute 
those who found new yeshivas where young Jews can 
grow up with a love of Judaism that burns like the eternal 
light. 

November 9, 1978-
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The spirit of Camp David was 
the Holy Spirit, for Jews are ex
pected to overcome their enemies 
"Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, says the Lord of 
hosts" (Zech. 4.6). I am not dis
counting for a moment the need for 
tanks and planes, but neither am I 
ready to ignore the fact that the en
tire focus of Judaism is on peace 
... and always has been. 

We greet each other saying 
"Shalom" and the word comes from 
a root meaning which signifies 
"wholeness," a state of being. 

' Though the original Israelites were 
a military people, as were all the 
others of their time, their ~on
quests were for the purpose of es
tablishing themselves in the land 
which had been promised to them. 

The vast evolution in 
philosophic Judaism has been 
toward the central tenet to "Seek 
peace and pursue it." Not merely 
obtain ii, but take all those steps 
which are necessary to insure it. In 
a very real sense, the securing of 
peace lakes precedence over all the 
commandments and laws. 

Menachem Begin understood 
this. Those who traveled with him 
understood this and it is devoutly 
to be hoped that Anwar Sadat un
derstands this . "Who is the 
mightiest of heroes? He who makes 
his enemy his friend ." (Avot De
Rabbi Natan). This was Begin'& 
triumph and Israel's challenge in 
the months and years to come. 

Clearly, the myth of Arab unity 
has been dispelled by the events 
arising out of Camp David's 
achievement. Though the 
Amalekites have disappeared, the 
Syrians have proven themselves 
once more to be "the seed of 
Amalck," • oppressors whose sins 
against the people of Lebanon run 
as scarlet as blood. Other Arab na-
1 iom1 moved quickly to disassociate 
themselves, although the Saudis 
are already tilting toward Egypt. 
However, let us not think that the 
troubles ,of the Middle East will 
end all that quickly, now that 
Egypt has opted for peace. 

"Islamic pride and honor," 
wrote Mordechai Nissan in the 
Jerusalem Post, "will not tolerate 
(a Jewish State in the Arab 
heartland) permanently." It may 
well be that the more rational Arab 
leaders will prefer to let the pres-

October 20, 1978-

sures of population overcome· and 
"defeat" Israel by sheer weight of 
numbers from within. 

Of particular concern and one 
which was left to be resolved was 
the fate of the West Bank. For 
myself, I am fearful that the West 
Bank may prove to be Israel's 
A chi lle's heel, the one totally 
vulnerable place in the overall map 

of the nation. I am not for return
ing the West Bank to the control 
or sovereignty of any Arab nation. 

The wholeness of Jerusalem, to 
me, is essential to Israel and to the 
Jewish people around the world. 
Jerusalem, despite the claims of 
other faiths, is Jewish. Indeed, the 
holiness of the city was so well 
recognized that other faiths were 
compelled to lay claim to it. 

It is especially necessary to 
understand the Islamic claims and 
Islamic attitude toward war. The 
history of Islam demonstrates that 
the faith was spread by military 
conquest and to this liay, the jihad, 
a holy war, remains a powerful ele
ment of the faith. Still, Islamic 
history records that Muhammad 
himself submitted to arbitration 
with a Jewish tribe, the Banu 
Qurayza. 

Let us, therefore, pray that the 
achievement of Camp David will 
cause both Islam and Judaism to 
incline the balance of the . world 
toward the side of good, toward 
peace. 

At the same time, as our 
American frontiersmen used to 
say, let us keep our powder dry 
because the frontier of peace has 
many perils. 

----¢ ----
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various Jewish commun
ities and the resemblance of 
every Jewish community to 
the ethnic type of its en
vironment. These medieval 
Jewish scholars believed • 
that proselytism was of pro
found religious signifi
cance and was the purpose 
of Israel's dispersion. • 

From the sixteenth 
through eighteenth cen
turies, proselytism declined 
bec~use the laws of the 
various states were more 
rigidly enforced and death ,..1>roselyt1·z1•n· g by Jews·. by hangings and fire to both • .-- the proselyte and those re-

Some Further Thoughts sponsible for the conversion 

To proselytize or not to 
roselytize - an ' interes-

• uestion. 

significantly increased. 
had made After the Enlightenment , ~ucces~ors . there was little active 

con~er~1on . to Judaism a proselytizing although there 
c_api_tal crime, prose!y- is evidence that many Sab
tization was an. active I bath observing sects of non~ ~-~~..:.:.~.=~ . .....:=- prog~~m of the Jewish com• Jews in Russia converted. letters to t e e ltor n re~- m_unItIes t~roughoul the Alan Caruba is not unique ponse • to , A an Cafu a s Diaspora. This _may be trace~ nor is he proposing someth-recent article wherein he to the teaching of Rabbi • t th d J -:i bb' mg new o e mo ern ew. encoura eu n Elazar_ and Ra . 1 Johanan in 1944, the United Jewish 

Because of t e somewhat 
mixed reaction to his 
proposal, I have looked into 
the matter at some length 
and wish to share a summary 
of my findin~. 

While th~ rabbis of old 
had the goal of sharing the 
Torah with all of mankind, 
they did not req_uire the 
conversion of the rest of the 
world to Judaism. Accord• 
ing to Rabbi .Meir, because 
all men could adopt and 
integrate the un;versal 
elements of Judaism known 
as the "Seven Noahite Laws" 
conversion to Judaism was 
not a pre-requisite for earn
ing dlville approval. 
However, commencing with 
the first proselyt~ Abra
ham, those who have 
proven their sincere desire 
to become part of Israel and 
to share its destiny, have 
always been accepted. 

Talmudic, Midrashic, and 
Responsa writings have gen
erally maintained a positive 
and accepting attitude 
toward proselytites 

·although there have been 
those who have been op
posed to the concept of 
conversion and prosely
tization. 

Objection to proselytism 
is thought to have 
originated in the first cen
tury of the Common Era 
when converts were often 
found to have been 5pies 
and saboteurs in the service 
'of the Romans. Josephus 
wrote that shortly after 
Christianity began, those 
who converted to Judaism 
often relapsed in time of 
war, becomin~ renegades, 
slandering and denouncing 
the Jewish community. 

However, despite the fact 
that <:;onstantine and his 

who ,n the third century World Union was founded 
s~parately dedu~ed from as a Jewish missionary 
different ve~es, The ~oly society with many of the 
One, Blesse be He, ex_iled congregations established 
Israel . among the . nations as a result of their activities 
only_ in order to incre_ase still in -- existence. The 
their n~mbers with Reform movement · es
prose_lytes. In Avot. de tablished in 1951, a "Com
R~bb1. Nathan, there is. a mittee On the Unaffiliated" 
directive that every l~raehte to extend the influence and 
sh?uld endeavor act1vel_y to, acceptance of the Jewish 
bring men un~er th~ wings religion. In 1956 "The World 
of the Shec~inah ev_en as Union for the Propagation 
Abraham did._ Aquila, a of Judaism" was established 
pro~elyt~~ _reminded those which believed that active 
who cr~ti~ize~ the _act of acts of general conversion 
proselyu~mg Is thi$ all the were required by the Jewish 
l~ve which the L-rd hath community .' and in 1962 
given unto the proselyte, another such missionary as it is writren, 'and He 

1 loveth the stranger to giwe 
him bread and clothing'l" ~ 
By bread was meant Torah, 
and clothing referred to 
tall it. 

Through the early · cen
turies there were periods . 
where large groups 
converted to Judaisni. In the 
fifth century, the Kings of 
Himyai in Southern Arabia 
adopted Judaism as did the 
upper classes of the Khazars 
in the eighth century. 

According to Blumen• 
kranz's "Ju.ifs et ChrJ!tines" 
the Jews in Christian lands in 
the middle ages 
proselytized as hard as they 
could, law or no law, until 
the disaster of the Crusades. 
Although our ancestors' op
pressors forbade the conver
ting of Christians to Judaism, 
the practice of proselytizing 
continued nonetheless, to 
the extent that upholding 
the laws required the edict 
of the death penalty. 
Jewish scholars concur that 

throughout the' middle ages 
there was quantitative 
proselytizing which is 
evidenced by the marked 
anthropological dif
ferences between the 

society, the "Jewish Infor
mation Society of America," 
was established. 

In "The Jews of Moder
nity" the author Milton 
Himmelfarb states," ... our 
imports ... ace better than 
our exports - and, perhaps, 
better than the average of 
our domestic American too 
... With some rabbinical 
initiative, conversion mig'ht 
off~et our losses · by inter
m a r r,i age or actually 
produce a gain. And once 
we try it for demographic 
reasons we may find that we 
like it for its own sake." 

As for my personal obser
vations on the subject, I 
welcome P.roselytes in the 
same manner as Rabbi 
Hillel. You will recall the 
story of the heathen who 
came to Shammai indicat
ing that he would become a 
convert if Shammai would 
teach him the entire Torah 
while standing on one foot. 
Shammai sent him away. 
But, when he apprqached 
Hillel with the same-\'offer, 
Hillel standing on one foot 
stated, "What is hateful to 
you do not do unto your 
neighbor: that is the entire 
Torah; the rest is commen
tary; go and learn.", 

However, before the 
Jewish community sets out 
to fulfill its mission to bring 
the world to Torah, k> 
monotheistic truth, it must 
first bring the Jewish people 
together in that same com
mitment. If we cannot clean 
up our own house we really 
cannot ask others to join us. 

-September 21, 1978 
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