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C~NTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 g O MAD I SON AVE NU E • NEW YORK , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

Mrs Dot Luria Nadler 
Box 117 
Jefferson, NY 12748 

Dear Mrs. Nadler, 

July 11, 1979 

Your recent letter to the UAHC concerning conversion ethics has been referred 
to this office. 

Our code of ethics for rabbis does contain a paragraph on the subject of 
conversion. The text is as follows: 

"Reform Judaism openly welcomes prospective converts. We take pride in 
this fact. It is essential that the relationship of the rabbi with pro
spective converts should avoid any semblance of commercialism. Instructing 
prospective converts and officiating at their ceremonies of conversion are 
deemed · to be within the normal duties of a rabbi; therefore no fees should 
be expected or accepted. Where groups of congregations combine to provide 
such instructions, the charge to students should be set at the minimum 
necessary to cover costs (books, materials, reasonable fees for visiting 
instructors) with scholarship aid for those who may be unable to meet 
even this minimum cost." 

I hope that this answers your questions. If this office can be of further 
service to you, please let me know. 

All good wishes. 

cc: Ms. Edith Miller 
Rabbi Solomon Agin 

ELS:lnm 

OFFICERS 
Jerome A Mahnu Presrdenr 

Danbury CT 
Hp,rman E Schaalman v,cP President 

Chicago. IL 
Josepn 8 Glaser Executive V,cc President 

Ne" York. NY 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

Meyer Ht>llt>r Treasuret 
BcvNly Hills. CA 

Robcn J Mar> Recording Secretary 
Highland Park IL 

Sylvan D Sd1war1Zman F-,nand1al SC'crr•tarv 
C1nc1nnat1 Ohio 

E!hnt L Stevens Arlm1mstrat,ve Seuvtary 
N,-.w Y'1rk NY 

S111nPy L. Regne• f -.-Pcur,vr: ✓1c.,.. Pr( s,denr Emeritus 
NPw York NY 

lac 1h A Marcus H,)'1 .-rarv P,, ... ~i-nt 



Mrs. Dot Luria Nadler 
Box 117 
Jeffersonville, N.Y. 12748 

Dear Mrs. Nadler: 

July 9. 1979 

Your letter of July 4 was r celved during Rabbi Schlndler's absence 
from the office. He Is not due back at his desk for some weeks. 

In order to avoid undue delay In responding to your query, I am 
taking the liberty of sharing your letter with the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the rabbinic ssocl tlon of the Reform Movement. 
They will be In the best position to tell you the practices of our 
rabbis In regard to fe s for conv rslon and the performance of a 
marriage ceremony. 

Wtth kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Mill r 
Assistant to the President 

cc: CCAR 

\ 
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JUY 4TH I979 

DEAR RABBI ALEX SCHINDLER 

HAVE AN IMPORT.Al{T QUESTION. 

A FRIEND OF JHNEs SHE CONVERTED AND TOOK LESSONS 
FRW RABBI SOLOMAN AGili sM ONTI CELLO .HE CH:lGED IO. WANT 
ED 20. • 

. . 
AlY.EER THE CEREBONY HE WOULDNT GIVE THE GROOM THE 
CERTIFICATE UNLESS THEY PAID HIM 76,WHICH THE GROOM 
DIDNT HAVE ON , HIM1HE PR<ldISED TO BRING IT THE NEXT DAl 

MY QUEST! ON tI S IT CUSTOMARY FOR A RABBI TO MAKE THE 
FEE??IT WASNT IN ~y DAYS1WAS IT ETHICAL FOR THE RABBI 
TO WITHOLD THE CERT.?? 

I'VE BEEN FUND RAISING CHAIRMAN FOR TH]] Vi~iENS' DIV. 

OF TH® BOARD OF · RABBIS (IO EAST 73)AND ONE OF THE 
FOUHDERS OF THE YESHIVA FIFTY YEARS AGO. 

\, 

WOULD CO:NSIDER IT A REAL ?lr.ITZVA IF YOU WILL ENLIGHTEN 
us. 

THANK YOU 1 

SINCEREL Yt 

., 

box 117 

dot luria nadler, 

interiors -

• • • 
jeffersonville, n. y. 12748 

phon_e 914-482-~ 3 ~$'_:/ 

• " 



Mr. Samuel J. Blechman 
2707 Creston Avenue 
Bronx, N.Y. 10468 

Dear Mr. Blechman: 

May 31, 1979 

Thank you for your letter in regard to my outreach proposals. It 
was good of you to share your concerns ith me. 

I must tell you that historically the r cord proves that gere tzedek 
have always been 11InOng the f rem::,~t defenders of Judaism and the 
Jewish people. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincer ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. B. Zeidman 
701 Empire Blvd. Apt. 58 
Crown Heights 
Brooklyns N.Y. 11213 

Dear Mr. Zeidman: 

May 23, 1979 

Thank you for your 1 tter of M 20th. 

I think that you are being very selective in your quotations from the Talmud. 
While it is true that the passage which you cite appears therein, moreover 
it appears three other time in rabbinic literature, I can cite you literally 
hundreds of passages from the Mishnah and from the Gemara and from Maimonides 
and prominent Jewish thinkers and scholars throughout the generations which 
take precisely the opposite point of vi . 

The preponderance of rabbinic opinion clearly 1s on 111.Y side. lot only are we 
to welcome converts , once ··hey accept Judaism we ought to treat them as Jews, 
as sons of Abraham. I refer you on y to Maimonides'well known11etter on the 
subject. 

As a matter of fact, you might also find it instruct·ve to look at the Tosefot 
to the very passage which you cite and which appears to be negative. I refer 
to the statement that the convert is "like a plague. 11 Tosefot says "indeed the 
convert is like a plague. he is so observant and so punctilious in heeding the 
613 commandments that he puts Jews to shame, in this sense he is a plague." 

Unhappily, correspondence is a poor means of stablishing communication and I'm 
sorry that I have to be so brief. I think it would be well if you were to do 
some resenrch on this subject. You might find it highly instructive. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Henry Salfeld 
799 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Mr. Salfeld: 

April 3, 1979 

Mr. Vorspan has shared with a copy of your lett r of March 23. It 
was thoughtful of you to share your concerns in regard to my recent 
Board address and call for a Outreach program. 

From the mail and comments I h ve received from the Christian com
munity, I believe your fears are ill-founded. On the whole there has 
Qeen a most positive response, from Jews as well as Christians,to the 
various proposals I made and which were adopted by the Board of the 
UAHC. 

With repeated thanks to you for writing and with kindest greetings, 
I am 

Sine rely, 

Alex der M. Schindler 
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iw> b ~ Mr. Albert Vorspan, 
i- Executive Editor, 

\_~ Reform Judaism, 
I 838 Fifth Ave., 

/'\ Q _{i- 0 New York, N. Y. 10021 

' V Dear Mr. Vorspan, 

As a long time active member of Jewish organizations 
and interested in and working with interfaith 
movements I am deeply concerned about the call 
of Rabbi Schindler and UAHC's Board of Trustees' 
for an affirmative progr~m of conversion of non-
Jews in this country. 

We have just succeeded in improving our relation
ship with our 6'hristian fellow citizens and caus
ing most of their churches to discontinue active 
missionary work a~ongst the Jew8r there comes Rabhi 
Schindler and asks the UAHC and its members to ' 

"launch program to win converts." For over 2000 
years Jews were the object of such programs and all 

its horrible consequences, reversing this trend in I 
the interest of Judaism will only result in other 
faiths resuming the same tactics as in the past. If I 
Rabbi Schindlr~ wants to convert for instance the 
non-Jewish spaousrs of Jews does he belive that the 

priests or ministers od the churches to which the j 

non-Jewish partner belonged will not try to convert 

the Jewish spouse to Christianity? And the non- be
lievers in this cpuntry to whom Rabbi Schindler alsc 
addresses himself are to an overwhelmimg extent 
an offspring of Christian parents and an attempt to 

~~~;~~: ~~~~ ~~c:~~:
1
~; ~~!1

c~~~~~~a!nc~~r~;:cI: 

Rabbi Schindler intends to destrQy the successful 

cooperation between Christian and Jews which devel-d 
oped during the last few years (e certainly has fou1 



,. . 
HENRY SALF'ELD 

799 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y ; 10021 

II. 

a means of doing it. The active pro gram proposed by him 
and the Board of UAHC ~ill poison the atmosphere, un
less the coversion activities are limited to those who 
voluntarily asks to be accepted in the Jewish faith. 
I may add that I have not found a single Jewish lay 
person or rabbi who agreed with the the program as out
lined in the March 4, 1979 issue of Reform Judaism. 

I sincerely trust that the UAHC will reconsider this 
decision. 

Yours very truly. 



Mr. Carl I. Parker 
15 Lansdale Road 
New City, N.Y. 10956 

Dear M1. arker: 

February 7, 1979 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in iting to express your support 
of my stand on c4'nversion. I am grateful to you. 

For your interest I enclose herewith the full text of my address to 
the UAHC Board of Trustees. 

With kindest greetings> I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexsn er M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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Rabbi Schindler 
UOHC 
838 Fifth A e. 

~~ 

New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Carl I. Parker 
15 Lansdale Road 
New City, N.Y. 109.56 
Feb. 6, 1979 

I praise your stand on coverting _gentiles. AB a born Jew I have 
been saying the same thing for Y,&H. 

Very truly yours, 

Carl I. Parker 
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14-14 Pt Ereeze Pl 
Far.Rock;way, N.Y. ~1691 

212 Gr 1-7094 

J_llQ__k J. Diamond 1A available for lectures on the theme or the Amerlcan 
Jew16h population auch aa: 

1. The Rise and Fall of the Amorican Jewish Population. 
2. Where 1s Ne~ York City 1 s Jc~1sh Population Headed? 
J. Can we otem the decline of the American Jewish Populntion 
4. An "Endangered Speclea" - Amorican Jews. ' 

As one of the princ1pnl researc~crR and ~riters on the topic of 
the Amarican Jewish oouulotion, Jack J. DlRmond has writton a snec1al 
article, nA Reader i~ tho Demozrnphy of A~ericnn Jews" in the A~er1can 
Jc~ish Yc3r Book, 1~77 which ~ives an overview of tho de~o~raohic 
chan?ea in the Jewish Co2munity as they were recorded 1n the pages of 
·tho Year Book since 1899. • 

In the January 1979 issue of ContZrcas Monthly, he -has written 
on "How Hany Jew~s in New York City? 11 which draws nttention to the 
eroo1on of Jewish population 1n the city and to lta probable accelerating 
decline. 

"A Demography of the Jews of New York City, A Preliminary 'Survey0 , 
was written in ~u~ust 1976 for two execut1ve9 of the American Jew1ah 
Commit tee. '!'his unpubli!=ihed paper has st lmulated efforts of tho 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies to ~et demographic data on the 
Jews of New York. , 

. '>-' 

Mr. Dimnond has also researched and written about Jewish lrunifrration 
to the On"'.ted Stat¢::a 1n the American Jewish Year Book for 1966 and 1969. 

As a "Jewiah civil servantu, Mr Diamond has had about thirty years 
ot exnerience i~ Jewish organizations as a statistician, annlyst, 
and researcher. The organi~ntiona include: 

Jewish Child Care Association 
Kemorial Foundation for Jewish Cultlre 
American Jewlnh Joint Distribution Comrulttee 
HIAS 
Jewish Education Committoe 
Council ct Jewish Fedarationo & Welfare Funds 
Amcri~an Jewish Committee 

EducBtionnl ~~al1ficationa: 

Bachelor of Science, CCNY 1937 
Bachelor ·or Hebrew Llterature, Seminary Colle~e of Jewish Theologic~.1 

Serulnnry 191.n -~;• 
Fellowship, YIVO Institute for Je~-1ish Research 1942 ... 44 
Graduate School, Colu:nbla Gniv~rsity, studied un_der Prof.easer 

Snlo W. Baron 
Me~ter of Businoos Administration, CCNY 1?48 
Candidate for Doctor of Jew1ch Literature at Jewish Teachers 

3eminary & People's Univ~rsity 

Lecture rntea are moderate. 
r:'. 0 ""'d 15' le ct urea Also available in se 1'i es of 3,:.>,7,u, °"' 



Ms. Florence P. Byerley 
5861 85th T rr ce. North 
Pinellas P rk, F1 . 33565 

De r M . ye r 1 y: 

D cember 29, 197 

Your letter of Decemb r 23 w s r ceiv d during Rabbi Schlndl r' 
bsence from the cou try. 1 wi11, f course, be brought to 

his attention on hi r turn. 

For your Interest, I enclose herewith a copy of the full text 
of his addr ss to th tjA C oard. 

With every good wi h, m 

inc r 1y, 

Edith J. Miller 
As 1st nt o the President 

nc: 1 • 

bee: Sandy Seltzer 
Note the letterhead! 

E 



In 1979--- not mere tolerance--- but Understanding Love! 

From The Home Of . . ~ 

~ lownce fl! :?JJ 1H!!tleu 
BYERLEY'S REALTY c? - c? 

~lb jf atbioneb 
jQut 

tlltptnbablt ~erlfice s,,1 'f l·f:J-7' 

JEWJSH momER 
5861 85th Terr. N. 

Pinellas Park, Fl. 33565 e ,.~" • 

December 23, 1978 

Dear Rabbi Shindler; 

We enjoyed reading Marjorie Hyer's article about you, 11 Reform 

Jews Asked to Begin Program of Evangelism", and we want to congratulate 

you. I invite_you to become a part of our prayer covenant asking the 

heavenly Father to use the above symbol , of Peace, Truth and Love in a 

mighty way to promote His kingdom on earth. Please read the enclosed 

clippings and ask God what He would ha:ve you do. 

When Pope Paul died Parade Magazine published an article on Will 

Durant in which he was quoted as having said/lHe, (Jesus) undoubtedly 

was the most permanent influence on our thoughts, but not on our 

actions, and that's an important modification. Our actions are very 

seldom Christian, but our theolog~ often is." This reminded me of 

the enclosed anonymous writing, and it seemed rather propretic. 

We sent posters, clipping and letters not only to the Vatican 

postal Service, but to both Pope John Pauls, for we thought that the 

pope is the .Q!1Q person who can do more than any other~ person to 

rectify this ironic, tragic situation. Pope John Paul 2 is a humble 

man who has first hand knowledge of th1 Holocaust. As we sent these 



communications our we thought, "Who is going to listen to a couple of 

insignificant Methodists? Our letters may get no farther than the 

secretary translator." But we felt that we had to try. 

A recent letter from Monsignor L. Saccia, Department Head, Secretariat 

of State, Vatican, with a picture of Pope John Paul 1 told us that our 

message arrived after the pope's death. No mention has come as yet of 

our letters to Pope John Paul 2. Incidentally, we asked this new pope 

to add to the Litany of Mary, "Our blessed Jewish Mother." 

We have been praying that the new pope would see fit to completely 

exculpate the Jews, thereby finalizing the wonderful work begun by Pope 

John. We suggested that the Vatican Postal Service issue a commemorative 

stamp honoring the Christian's Favorite Jewish Mother. 

Rabbi, every convert you wim will be one lessperson who will be gobbled 

up by a dangerous suicidal cult. 

If I were to completely lose my faith in Jesus Christ I would never 

consider becomming a Jew. I have de@p admiration and affection for the 

11 People of the Covenant", and I feel that I can be of far more service 

to them as A christian fighting anti-Semitism. Please help your Christian 

sisters and brothers to gain a deeper understanding of Rabbi Joshua. 

We had the privilege of studying under Rabbi Morris B. Chapman at 
, 

Temple B1 Nai Israel in St. Petersburg. He maintains that those Christians 
I 

who have learned from him have thereby deepened their Christian commitment--

and we can attest to the fact that he is right! 

DO Let us hear from you. 

Shalom! 



.]ab"i, tis ·s Le c,nony1.ous 1rriti".1.g to ,:h·c~a I refe··~d in my letter . 

Ce ~ainly :o~c (0hn P~ 1 2 :as more poNer to rectify wh. t:ag:c state of 

.... _ 1air than anJ othe:. on _.., 001 , c.11 .ic p ay th2. t Le Lay do so . Po,::)tal 

ct 1. ps ho 10·--ing th Chri ~ti n~ ' a vo!'i te -c iish ~othv .;ou_d h,.,:.-ry to con

__ etc.ye ·culp t ~he People o_ t' e Coven~nt . 

t: ,:as not e-::i . .:.,y :: the ncis 

b 'tif 1 for .1 of us , 

John _ aul 2 ai.·i J.it to follow this 

eviv 1 such as the ·orld hao never.oeen . 

and .ev . Paul Suedbe O to st this 

·ou ima;;;,ine ·f11!"lt ;,-;ould happen if 

He c oul initiate a spiritual 

T_uly he ~i:ht bring fo· t a 

Me • sianic a 0 e . .: e pray that he may have the hu .. ili ty and ~risdom to do so . 

_ lease pray v:i tL us . 



I, IIIICl,.DCCl\;UJI 

Dear Mrs. Cox: 

. • As I thumbed through my September Christian Herald I 
ran acr~s an article that was so inspiring, so edifying that I 

. wish to share it with all my friends and neighbors on the 

. Island. It's about a Harvard-educated Dominican, Rev. 
' Father Francis McNutt and a Lutheran pastor, Rev. Paul 

Swedberg. 
, ·.;,; First the Roman Catholic priest knelt before the 
'Lutheran pastor and asked forgi.veness for the wrongs the 
Catholic Church had done to Protestants. Then the Lutheran 
pastor knelt before the Catholic priest and asked forgiveness 
f.or · the .- injustices and misunderstandings of Catholics 
f:Gstered by Protestants. 

This act seeking to reconcile churches long divided was 
not planned but was witnessed by 1,800 persons who over
flowed St. Alphonsus Catholic Church ~n the Minneapolis 
suburb of Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. Few of them had dry 
eyes. 

6 'Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.,. Praise the Lord! 

Shalom! 
Flossie 



Marc Oolow, 1717 Bcr6 cn Str~ct , Philadelphia, Pa . a gen-

er~:n.J..:- J ouish L. iend donate~ wel over 1,000 p6~ters ih 

blac_~ ;.1...d white on quality paper Gui table for co:.orin'g and 

framine; . ·~·o colored ours with the tar or Davicl _'"'eser. bling 

stained slaas . Bister Aloycius, i~playc these j_n i10r 

classroorc to dcmonstr2.tc to her students tho fact that Jevrn 

deserve recognition. and respect as Christ Giveru . Thus 

Marc cLirred hie Christian friends and Sister a irncd 

Jesus' people . 

Rabbi , this article from tho Beach Haven Times clearly 

shm:s the mighty way in which God works wheri we are 

willing to give up our old fa,;.,hio:red , ? rudging tolerance· 

for UnderstQnaing Love-- a love that enables us to affirm 

one another . '.!hen we Christians learn truly to affirm each 

other , surely the heavenly Father will give us the grace to 

affir~ our ewish brothers and sisters , ao thnt there may 

never again be a holocqust! 



Chain Reaction 
'3y Florence Byerley 

lf we were on Long Beach 
Island now I would be 
running up to St. Francis' 
Charasmatic meeting to 
share with them a most 
inspiring human interest 
story. Of CQurse, I would 
already have told my own 
beloved pastor, Rev. Duane 
Johnson all about it . 

First let me tell those who 
do not knfi', that Church 
Women United is the group 
which sponsors the annual 
"World Day of Prayer 
Services" that are celebra
ted on the first Fridays of 
Ma'rch. All those whQ belong 
to United Methodist Womel), 
automatically become me~
bers of Church Women 
United. (We learned from 
the Beach Haven Times that 
your host church this year· 
was the Lutheran Church ip 
Barnegat Light.) 

Omega Books published a 
paperback, "Just Because" 
written by Margaret Shan
non that gives a complete 
history of Church ·women 
United in U.$.A. 1941 through 
1975. 

Ruth Carter Stapleton 
wrote us recently 6'.Ying, 
"We must pray for organized 
religion and ask that they all 
get centered in our Lord and 
de-emphasize their own 
rules and rituals.'' Good 
Pope John 23rd could have 
written that! 

Just Because Pope John 
"opened the windows of' the 
Vatican and permitted God's 
Holy Spirit to fly in, Sister 
Mary Stanislaus R.S.M. of 
Cincinnati was permitted to 
spend a week or so with her 
Methodist sister, Alma, in 
,Pinellas Park . 

Just BecauH The Martha 
Circle of the United Metho
dist Women's Society was 
known for it& ecumenical 
outreach, Sister agreed to 
attend a meeting. She lis
tened attentively to the 
di clJssion, and ,when she 
wai; invited to join in her 
reply was, ''I really don't 
have anything to say. I'm 
just enjoying listening, You 
women are a source of 
edif icatlon both socially and 
religiously.' I think it's just 
wonderful the way in which 
you meet in each others 
homes to discuss the Bible. 
You know, Catholic women 
are beginning lo do this too.'' 

Just Becau.e members ol 
the Martha circle found 
Sister Mary Sanislaus so 
charming they mailed her 
study material from their 
pext meeting and invited her 
(o become an honoray 
member of their circle. 

Just Because she beheld 
ih Christ Spirit in the 
»a rt ha Circle she replied, ''I 
Nould be honored to become 
~n honorary member of your 
irnup . What are my dues 
rnd duties?'' Sister Mary 
ltanislaus was told that her 
lues and duties would 

consist of joining our prayer 
covenant and praying with 
us for the advancement of 
God's kingdom on earth. 1 
Thus Sister became the very 
fi~t ~nd perhaps the ~nly 
pract{cing Roman Catholic 
nun to become an honorary , 
member of United Methodist 
Women . 

Just Because Sister Mary 
Stanislaus was an honoray 
member, the society decided 
to expand its outteach tq_ its I 

Calh9]c brothers -and ·' sis- • 
ters. In · 1976 when fl'irst 
United Methodist of Pinellas • 
Park was host church for 
World Day of Prayer a 
supreme effort was made to 
involve Catholics. 

Julit Because this effort 
was crowned with success, in 
1977 Sacred Heart agreed to 
be host church for World Day 
of Prayer. Sister Aloysius, 
'the very talented principal of 
the school, was in charge of 

• the service. 
Jus~ Because she involved 

all her students and made of 
World Pay of Prayer a truly 
inspiring.time to remember, 
Church Women United 
decided that in 1978 they 
would urge all church or
iented schools to sponsor 
services fQr their children . 

Despite terrible weather 
1,078 adults attended i:;er
vices at 11 churches, one 
mobile park and one retire
ment home-but 4,762 stu
dents and their adult leaders 
participated in World Day of 
Prayer services for child
ren! 

Mrs. Ruth Hoddinott, 
president of United Metho
dist Women of St. Petersburg 
remarked, "I am so sorry 
that we neglected such a 
tremendous source of Christ
ian power during all the 
years in the past." She was 
talking about the Cl)ristian 
Power generated by the 
Roman Catholic nun! We 
believe these good women 
along with their sisters, the 
Ladies of the Salvation 
Army. are true "Woman's 
Libbers" in the most exalted 
sense. They do not want to 
become liberated by aping 
the bad habits of men. 
Instead they want an equal 
share with their brothers in 
promoting the kingdom on 
the Christ on earth. Many a 
Salvation Army Lasij has 
had the finger of a well 
meaning but misguided 
clergyman shaken in her 
lace to warn her that she was 
going to burn in hell for 
speaking .from the pulpit . 

Has the "chain reaction" 
come to an end? We ra 
that all who read this story 
wfll make sure that it hasn't! 

Church Women United 
ow~ much of its success in 
ttiis year 's World Day of 
Prayer to Bishop Charles 
McLaughlin and the Diocese 
of St . Petersburg. 

"L~t there be peace on 
earth, and let it begin with 
me." 
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'Next .year ... 
&litor: When our Jewi!lh friends f!njoy a celebration, 

thty 1:xpresH the hop.-i '1Nut year in Israel." We have a 
hope - a drnarn of our own:· ''Ncixl ~ur, not rn11re tole_t· 

unce, but unde1·Ht;a11ding love." ·, • . 

Rubhi 811~tn1an of B'Nai Israel in Clearwawr 1U1ys "Rab~ 

bi Jlliihu11 wu,1 the m011t misunderstood :man Fho ever 

Jivtd." 'J'hen he went o~, ~o aay that Jews, Cot t!ie n_l,!)St part 

do not lm,k fur II perao1al MeMi!lh, but ratl1er they antici- : 

pul.t! u ~11iu11ii; f.ge wlum "M~i.i •~11 II®~ their tiwur~ ' 

. into plow11hare11 and thei111p~t1 into pr~1ning hoQ!cN;" wl1ei1 

.' l!!v,iry 1110n _:ihall Hi_t u~d11r l\ia .P.l'(g QJ "'~ 1tnd '. po JilllO 

'ihall mului l,1q1 11fn11d.''. , . . • . , , 

All of u 11lldJ,m it dawo~d 09 m:~, Watm'~ thiB wha,tJe:i~ 

hud in Q1in(l wht111 He t.auirht 1,18 l-Q 1!8Y wheu ~~ pray. "Thy . 

kin1.:dom co1A11_. _Th_y v,,ill hl_4 40.-1_1vw. ~tL &i' ,H ia ip be11v- • 

on"? •. • • . 

' :·, : . . :·:. ¥LORENCE BYERLY , 

_ , . ~•!1~"•1 P. ar~ 
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- Let's hot judge 
To tho Editor~ 

A million thanks for publishiJJg the 
letter written by Ruth Erder who brings 
up the question, why don 't we quit trying 
to evangelize the Jews and put aU our 
energy into evangelizing Nazis, 
Klansmen and youthful criminals. 

We cringe in Sunday School when we 
hear "born again" Christians declare 
that we must reach all Jews with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ or they are going 
to go to hell . How dare they judge! How 
many souls are there whom we accuse of 
having rejected Jesus Christ when in 
truth they have not rejected Him at all . 
They have merely rejected our unkind, 
unloving witness! 

Let us not insist that there are two 
kinds of people in the world, the save.ct 
and the lost. Let us say instead that there 
are the saved and the potentially saved, 
and only Jesus Christ knows for sure 
which is which. Our first duty toward the 
nonbeliever, however we may interpret 
the term, is to love Him . If we do this we 
can trust God for his eternal salvation. 

We insist that Jesus Christ is God, the 
Creator is God, the Holy Spirit is God! 
That's the doctrine of the Trinity. If the 
Jews are obedient to God and serve Him 
to the best of their ability, then they are 
serving Jesus Christ whether they know 
it or not. "Who serves my Father as a son 
is surely kin to me.,,· Let us affirm l~~YS. 

Christ's-people and ~ith them help build 
a better world . 

Florence P. Byerley 
Ship Bottom, New Jersey 
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Ecumenical example 
'Esi-itor: We just returned from ew Jers€y to Pinellas 

Park and eager! grasped our firs copy of Cro~~roads. We 

were especially interested in "Lutherans and Roman 

Catholics Healing Breach Made 46.1 Years Ago." 

It reminded us of an incident a few years ago when 

Harvard-educated Dominican, Rev. Father Francis 

MacNutt, and Lutheran pastor, Rev. Paul Swedberg, · 

shared leadership in a charismatic prayer ervice. First, the 

priest knelt before the m~ister and asked forgiveness for 

the wrong the Catholic Church had done to Pro estants. 

Then the minister knelt before the priest.and asked 

forgiveness for the injustices and misunderstandings of -

Catholics fostered by Protestants. . 
What a beautiful example these two men set for all of 

us. Tru1y they were surrendering their ~Id-fashioned 

grudging tolerance for Christ-inspired understanding love 

- a love that enabled them to affirm one another. W.hen 

Christian learn tru1y to affirm each other, surely the 

heavenly Father will give them the grace to affirm their 

Jewish brothers and sisters so that there may never again 

be a Holocaust. 
We made a special effort to reach Florida before 

Wednesday, Oct. 25, for that was the date of the Third 

Annual Membership Banquet for Morningstar School 

sponsored by the executive board of O.T.H.E.R.S. 

(Opportunity To Help Educate Receptive Students). How 

pleased we were to see our good friends, Rabbi~,1orr i B. 

·Chapman and his wife Rivy, as they shared the head table 

with Bishop Charles B. McLaughlin, Sister Mary Dolorita 

and other honored guests. It was exciting to see Catholics, 

Jews and Protestants praying together, affirmin one 

another d uniting in behalf of Mornings tar's very special 

c hildren. 
halom! 

lo ence P. Byerley 
Pinellas Park 



r _ cc o di 1 to J ~ l '. i 11 i 

n h d 

1s , Coor:_· to_ , C~tiz n 

pport fro.11 n a1P • o )S 

St .. u: dvi,·o y, 11 T· 

.nd ind • rJ • lo . " . r n • t 
an e 001 nt replr h~ i o of '. ou_ be to e a' :s 

ly 

coin b s l.n t _ o y v as , n a t h i t • 
• ~s coin i_ h mo t _c'ti one ever mint 

rot ot.:..n • t 

i tC e 

B • . n tho T 

n. a.1..hiest 

o it hm·s that \Ye 1·1ho ar 
"one 1ation un c_ od" a e a.0 e to a firm the o- o • e by one 1ho doe n •t 

nd bigoted as M. l • 

i _teo s God, els 

even b lieve in I i1 • I ot all atheisto a e a 
o• ir . 1any un·erst n the tr t that a belief in a 
people liv 1 ore product~ve h ppy lif and t ey voul not take a my t is 
so called 11 crutch" . 



• Stamp Symbol : 
Ediror 
Beach Haven Times ••• . ,, . 

Since that time we 
requested th~t this symbol 
be used during the 'Christ
mas Season as a twin stamp 
with a stamp honoring the 
Feast of Hanukkah. You 
replied that a Hanukkah Dear Mrs. Cox: . 1 stamp had · already been 

We thank you. very much 
for the many letters you 
published for us in the past. 1 

We believe your readers 
would be interested in 
reading the following letter 
recently sent to Postmaster 
General Benjamin Franklin 
Bailar: / -.... ~ --

••• 
Dear Postmaster General 
Bailar: ' , . . : 1 

Remember the old radio 
program, "CrimP- Does Not \ 
Pay?" If we had such a 
program on• TV today our 
young people would call it a 
c9medy show, for they know j 
full well that / crime does 
pay! If th(.cti~.e. is suf
ficiently · hei~ous •· it pays j 
handsomely by way of TV 
~ppearances, an,;! _book and 
magazine rights! . 

We display a po.5ter which 
reads "War and pollution are 
not healthy for children and 
other living things.'' We 
think you will agree with us , 
when we say that murder, 
rape, m\Jgging and P?r
nography are not healthr ~or 
children and other hvmg 
things. , 

ome time ago we wrote I 
you requesting that you use I 
the illustration of a mother 
and child in the heart of a 
Star of David called MY \ 
Favorite Jewish Mother as a 
commemorative stamp. We 
pointed out that this st,aJllP is \ 
not a declaration ol faith, but -\ 
merely demonstrates to the · 
Christ~Q...th~t _l}j~ roots ~re 

1 deeply embedded Ji Judaism I 
and that his Jewish brothers 
and sisters are .Christ givers 1 

and Bi~le give~.~ _ l 
• Jews do noteven see Jesus 1 
and Mary in this symbol'. 
Instead they see their own 
maligned mothers and \ 

· themselves. . 

suggested and rejected for 
lack of national interest. 
Perhaps there would be 
more interest if the two were 
issued together, but I have a 
better idea . Why not a 
cluster of four stamps: My 
Favorite Jewish 
Mother-~ beautiful , 
- sta~p ,-honqrmg . ~ •:Porah 

Scro f; -uhder~thes-e.~ two an 
eloquent stamp depicting the ' 
Ten Commandments, next to 
a Hanukkah stamp. As . 
Congressman · Wm. J . 
Hughes of New Jersey 
pointed out, "This could 
herald the beginning of a 

. ~hole series · of postage 
stamps depicting the various 
relfgions practiced in the 
United States and bow they 
have contributed to our 
cultural heritage." 

Mr. Bailar, you know 
better than anyone that we 
s·hould never underestimate 
the power of the com
memorative stamp. 
Remember the "Giving 
Blood ,Saves Lives" stamp? 
For six months after it was 
issued ,the nation did not 
experience any significant 
shortage of blood. _ 

The cluster of stamps that 
we riQw propose would 
reiterate the fact that we are 
"One nation under God" and 
that all men are brothers 
under the Fatherhood of an 
infinitely righteous-ethical J 

God. In these perilous times 
it is imperative that we 
~run.bet. ruid..unite 
in an all-out war against the 
evils t~.t infest our beloved 
nation. 

Shalom! 
FloreoceP. Byerley 

Ship Bottom 

You assured me that this 
·tamp would be considered 
by the Citizens' Stamp 
Advisory Committee, and • 
that a symbol worthy of ·J 
consideration must have 
"historical significance" 
and "national interest." We 
knew that the symbol had 
undeniable historic 
significance, and we set o,ut 
to prove that it did· have 
national interest by 
requesting our friends and 
other prominent people to 
wri~e you . 
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Postal Stamp 
Dear Mrs. Cox, 

Perhaps some of your 
readers frpm last summer 
will reme~~r the project 
that we \)j~~n during the 
bicenten._'l' year. We are 
continuinf in our effort ,to 
persuade ti)e U.S. Postal 
Service to i~ue a commem
orative stamp during some 
future C~i:,stmas Sea~?" 
depictiJ11 l\'8other and Chtld 
in the lie·6rt of a Star of 
David called My Favorite 
Jewish Mother. Since that 
time we h;lve suggested that 
when they issue this stamp 
(N.B. I did say "when" not 
"if") t}ult they issue at the 
same time a sta.mp honoring 
the Feast of Hanukkah. I was 
moved to do this after I had 
read a H,ayer of Repentance 
compos~d by Good Pope 
John 23. May l share it with 
your readers and see if th~y 
are as deeply moved as I 
was? 

"We admit that over hun
dreds of years our eyes were 
blinded so ati nQt to .see the 
beauty of Thy Chosen -Pe<>ple 
and not to recognize the 
features of our first born 
brother. We admit that .the 
sign of Cain is upon ()Uf 
forehead. For centuries Abel 
was lying in blood and tears 
while we had forgotten Thy 
love. Forgive us, 0 Lord, the 
curse we unjustly spoke out 
over the people of Israel. 
Forgive us, that in their flesh 
we crucified You the second 
time! We did not know what 
we were doing ... " 

According to "Let My 
PeQple Live" a book by 
Dagobert Runes, wh~n the 
Pontiff was on his death bed 
he urged that this prayer be 
said in all Catholic places of 
worsliip. Having read Father 
Ed Flannery's book "The 
Anguish of the Jews," we 
feel that the prayer ought to 
be said throughout Christ
endom especially during 
Lent, that sacred time of 
repentance and forgiveness 
that was such a nightmare to 
our Jewish brothers and 
sisters. 

One of our Methodist 
friends remarked that the 
"Favorite Jewish Mother'' 
separated the men from the 
boys: "You can tell which 
ones are the true Christians 
and which ones are the 
bigots . '' Our enthusiasm 
stem,s from the fact that we 

/ sincerely believe that bi 0-
1 try is the .rq~t insidious, t e 

.most destructive sin tllat 
'. fofests our churches and 
1 synagogues, making our 

fight against pornography, 
child abuse, crime and 
corruption less effective 
than it ought to be. 

We were ea~ing in Bill's 
Restaurant last week when 
we overheard ~n amusing, 
thought provoking if slightly 
irreverant conversation by 
two so called "non-be
lievers." 

"I woncier 'what the Man 
-,,----=--

upstairs• thinks when ne sees 
the disharmony, and the 
doctrinal bickering that goes 
on in Christianity and 
Judaism." • 

The reply was, "He prob
ably l09ks at Jesus and says, 
'Son, you shoulda never left 
home'." 

We wrote TV KYW recent
ly telling them all abou~ our 
effort to promote our com
m em ora ti ve stamp idea. 
They called us and requested 
that We "rut it in Writing. I 

Write Something so con
densed that you can read it in 
50 seconds." "Fifty seconds f 
Impo.5sible! Don't you mean 

1 fifty minutes?" I exclaimed. 
• "Fifty seconds!" He reiter

ated. "You can do it." 
I submitted iny _copy with 

the notation "Fifty seconds -
if you read it fast." I have 
been asked to come in to tape 
it. Just pray with me that the 
right people will ~ listening. 

Shalom! 

W.A.S.P. 

Flossie Byerley 
~ h 



January 5, 1978 

Ms . 11 l<a List 

125 Dubois Rd. 
New Paltz, NY 12561 

Dear Il l<a: 

It was good speaking to you the other day, and I again 
wish to assure you of our willingness to elp you to convert 
to Judaism. 

You mentioned that you would call me after the first of 
the year so that we might set up an appointment and decide 
how you should proceed to prepare for conversion. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I am 

Warmly, 

Rabbi Bermrrd M. Zlotowitz 
~:J:mi,bbi Alexander Schindler 
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December 21, 1978 

Rabbi Dr. Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fi~h Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Although the Jewish Information Bureau, historically, 
is non-partisan, non-political, and non-denominational, 
many of my associates subscribe wholeheartedly to your 
proposal to actively recruit converts from among the 
"lost sheepn, as reported in the general press and in 
the JTA Weekly Digest of Dec.8, in particular. 

To me this represents a noble effort to fill an 
emotional and spiritual need as to protect those from 
cults, who may want to "keep up with the Joneses 11 • 

You are doubtless familiar with the history and 
continuing function of the Bureau, described in the 
enclosed article reprints. 

! Sincerely yours, 

~:f/4/t--
Chairman 

enc: 



A useful agency seeks to survive the 70's 
.. 

By Albert Friedman 
Not long ago, when a woman in Melbourne, 

Australia, wrote to the "Chief Rabbi, Jewish 
Synagogue, New York, U.S.A.," her letter 
somehow escaped oblivion. The Post Office, 
in its wisdom, directed it not to any one of 
New York City's 800-odd synagogues on the 
presumption that it might be the domain of 
the "Chief Rabbi," but to The Jewish Infor
mation Bureau at 250 West 57th Street, in 
Manhattan. 

The 4!>-year-old Bureau has often served as 
the recipient for misaddressed mail intended 
for various Jewish organizations, individu
als or institutions, a logical consequence of 
the Bureau's contact with almost every facet 
of the Jewish community. But the small, 
bustling bureau is far more than a catch-all 
for misaddressed or misidentified corres
pondence. Primarily, it is an all-purpose 
Jewish fact-dispensing center-possibly the 
only one of its kind-which acts, as well, as a 
referral agency to direct the Jewish public to 
Jewish services. 

As for the Australian woman, it turned out 
that she was seeking information about her 
great-grandparents, who had come to New 
York City from their native Russia at the 
turn of th~ century. The bureau sent her a list 
of agencies which have kept records, over 
the years, of immigrant arrivals at the port 
of New York, and the names and addresses of 
libraries and research facilities. No doubt 
she is now happily engaged-like so many 
others-in pursuing her past. 
Stream becomes torrent 

Inquiries like hers have always accounted 
for considerable correspondence at the 
Bureau-in fact, ever since it was founded in 
1932, by its late director, Bernard G. 
Richards, known to thousands as BGR. But 
the recent "Roots" phenomenon, followed by 
the publication of several popular books on 
Jewish genealogy, have expanded a steady 
stream into a torrent. 

Nobody can say for sure what--if 
anything-this will mean in the long run, but 
the Bureau's present director, Judah A. 
Richards, the son of the founder, considers it 
a promising augury. 

"Maybe it's because I hear so many scho
lars offering gloo~y prognostications about 
the future of diaspora Jewry that I value the 

lively counter-trends that show up in the 
• Bureau's mail." 

Interviewed after his return from several 
weeks in Israel, where he-w~s a WOl'td•Zion1st 
Congress delegate representing the Ameri
can Jewish League for Israel, Richards said 
much of the Bureau's correspondence re
flects strong currents of Jewish conscious
ness, which seems to be getting stronger. 

• •Of course, we can't consider the Bureau a 
barometer of Jewish social developments," 
he said, "but the people wbo write to us do 
seem to represent a cross-section of the 
Jewish population. It's heartening to find 
that the assimilation trend is being checked 
in many places-sometimes where we least 
expect it." 
Places of interest 

Aside from an unstoppable flow of ques
tions related to family history, the Bureau of 
late has been receiving an ever-increasing 
number of inquiries about places of Jewish 
interest around the world. It is not surprising 
that people want to know about the authentic 
centers of Jewish life. But there are others 
who seem intent on tracking down hints of a 
Jewish presence in places from which Jews 
have long since disappeared or where there 
is no evidence of their ever having lived. 

Another trend of note is the increasing 
number of inquiries from older people 
about housing, job prospects, and welfare 
assistance, and concurrently, a heavy traffic 
in requests from Jewish singles of all ages for 
information about social activities. Also im- -
pressive are numerous inquiries about 
Soviet Jewry, both from American Jews who 
want to trace relatives living in the USSR 
and from Soviet Jews transplanted to the Un
ited States who want assistance on visa 
status, financial aid, and maQy other pr~ 
lems. All are referred to appropriate agen
cies. 
Christian inquiries 

In this age of mobility when many families 
move to communities where the main 
breadwiMer has a new job, there are many 
inquiries about synagogues, Jewish schools 
and Jewish centers. These are referred to 
regional federations and community 
sxnagow.-ies. • 

Equally noteworthy is an increasing vol-

ume of mail from non-Jews. 
''Either Gentil~are becoming more curi

_!)US about Jews than in the past, or they are 
now less timid-about asking questions," -said 
Richards. It is a circumstance he finds both 
curious and frustrating. 

"We're happy to answer their questions or 
refer them to agencies or individuals. But 
some of the questions are discouraging. They 
certainly show that information about Jews 
and Judaism is in short supply in many 
Christian communities.'' 

One fundamentalist preacher in a small 
Midwestern town, for instance, wanted to 
know when the Jews offer up the sacrificial 
lamb on the synagogue altar. Another asked 
how he could ascertain the •-•tribe" of a 
Jewish family that had recently moved into 
his neighborhood. Another wanted to know 
why the Jews had incurred the righteous 
wrath of "Christian" Germany during the 
Hitler period. And not a few, after requesting 
information on one subject or another, iMo
cently wind up their letters with a "Yours in 
Christ." , 

Most questions from Christians deal with 
Jewish customs. Many are from business 
executives who need to know the dates of the 
Jewish holidays when their Jewish 
employees will be absent from work. Many 
ask for these dates so that they will know 
when to send greeting cards to Jewish 
friends. 
Need for services 

But the greatest number of inquiries, now 
as always, pertain to Jewish services. As an 
intermediary between the public and the 
vast network of Jewish institutions and 
agencies, the Bureau serves the Jewish 
community as a whole. 

During the lifetime of Bernard G. 
Richards, the Bureau operated virtually as a 
one-man enterprise. It was sustained by 
modest membership fees and small grants. 
BGR, a-founder of the American Jewish Con-

gress and a sagacious observer of Jewish de- . 
velopments around the world, was an invet
erate collector of clippings and publications 
of all sorts which still comprise an invaluable 
resource for researchers. When he died at 
the age of 94, his son, Judah Richards, de
cided not to dismantle four and a half de
cades of his father's labors and dedication 
but to keep the Bureau alive. 

Richards is a tall, outgoing, impetuously 
optimistic publicist and advertising man 
with a solid background in the Zionist move
ment. Aside from many Jewish community 
involvements, he is a member of the New 
York State Task Force for Clean Water and 
of other ecological groups. Despite his many 
prior commitments, he resolved to devote as 
much time and effort as possible to the 
Bureau. 

His first task was to enlist the Jewish scho
lars, journalists, rabbis and organization 
leaders, most of them friends of the late 
BGR, as board members and advisors. An 
on-the-job training program was initiated, 
enabling students in Jewish studies to work 
at the Bureau's office. BGR's quarterly pu~ 
lication, The Inda, was revived. . 

It is a survey of current publications and a 
review of Jewish public services and 
socially-significant community develop
ments, A program of Jewish public affairs 
programs was projected. Other projects in
cluded the updating of Bureau mes, the ac
quisition of duplicating equipment and other 
initiatives designed to modernize the 
Bureau's operatiom. 

Much has already been accomplished, 
through a membership drive· and small in
stitutional grants, but many of the Bureau's 
major objectives remain unfulfilled. 
Richards not only draws no salary for bis 
considerable labors as director but fre
quently reaches into his own pocket to meet 

__Jiefjcits. 

The Jewish Week, Wa~~n, D.C. J~ 1-7, lffl 
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250 WEST 57 STREET 

HEW YORK, H. Y. 10019 
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The Jewish Information Bureau 
Answering Torrent of Questions 

NEW YORK - Not long 
ago, when a woman in Mel
bourne, Australia, wrote to 
the "Chief Rabbi Jewish 
Synagogue, New York, 
U.S.A.," her letter was sent 
to The Jewish Information 
Bureau, 250 West 57th St., 
New York 10019. 

The 45-year-old bureau 
has often served as the reci
pient for _misaddre~sed mail 
intended for various Jewish 
organizations. But primar
ily, the bureau is an all
purpose Jewish fact
dispensing center - possi
bly the only one of its kind 
- which acts, as well, as a 
referral agency to direct the 
Jewish public to Jewish 
services. 

As for the Australian 
woman, it turned out that 
she was seeking informa
tion about her great
grandparents, who had 
come to New York City from 
their native Russia at the 
turn of the century. The 
bureau sent her a list of the 
agencies which have kept 

. records, over the years, of 
immigrant arrivals at the 
Port of New York, and the 
names and addresses of lib
raries and research 
facilities. 

The Jewish Informa
tion Bureau was founded 
in 1932 by its late direc
tor, Bernard G. Richards. 
The recent "Roots" phe
nomenon, followed by . 
the publication of several 
popular books on Jewish 
genealogy, have ex
panded a steady stream 
of inquiries into a torrent. 

Nobody can say for sure 
what - if anything - this 
will mean in the long run, 
but the Bureau's present di
rector, Judah A. Richards, 
son of the founder, considers 
it a promising augury. 

"Maybe it's because I hear 
so many scholars· offering 

• gloomy prognostications 
about the future of Diaspora 
Jewry that I value the lively 
counter-trends that show up 
in the Bureau's mail." 

Aside from an unstoppa
ble flow of questions related 
to family history, the 
bureau has been receiving 
an ever-increasing number 
of inquiries about places of 
Jewish interest around the 
world. 

It is not surprising that 
people want to know about 
the authentic centers of 
Jewish life . But there are 
others who seem intent on 
tracking down hints of a 
Jewish presence in places 
from which Jews have long 
since disappeared or where 
there is no evidence of their 
ever having lived. 

Another trend is the in
creasing number of in
quiries from older per
sons about housing, job 
prospects, and welfare 
assistance, and concur
rently, a heavy traffic in 
requests from Jewish 
singles of all ages for in
formation about social 
activities. Also impress
ive are numerous in
quiries about Soviet 
Jewry, both from Ameri
can Jews who want to 

trace telatives living in 
the USSR and from 
Soviet Jews transplanted 
to the pnited States who 
want assistance on visa 
status, financial aid, and 
many other problems. All 
are referred to appropri
ate agJncies. 

Equally noteworthy is an 
increasing volume of inail 
from non-Jews. 

"Either Gentiles are be
coming more curious about 
Jews than in the past, or 
they are now less timid 
about asking questions," 
said Richards . It is a cir
cumstance he finds both 
curious and frustrating. 

"We're happy to answer 
their questions or refer 

. them to agencies or indi
viduals. But some of the 
questions are discouraging. 
They certainly show that in
formation about Jews and 
Judaism is in short supply 
in mariy Christian com
munities." 

I -------------------, 
THE JEWISH INFORMATION BUREAU, INC. 
250 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 10019 

The Jewish Information Bureau is a non-profit agency 
rendering a free service of information to the public by ans
wering inquiries and supplying data in all matters relating to 
Jews and Judaism and our community endeavors of every 
description. 

Your subscription will help encourage a worthwhile 
educational undertaking and will bring to your home 
significant information on Jewish affairs and items of general 
Jewish interest. 

Name _______ _ AddrASS 

City ______ ______ State _____ Zip __ 

Individual Member ... . . $ 15 
Supporting Member . .. $ 25 

Organizations . . . . . . . $ 50 
Sustaining Member . .. $100 

___________________ J . 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Edith Samuel Date 12/19/78 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 

The "Outreach Task Force" 

Apropos of yesterday's meeting, I have been mulling over a serious 
thought: 

Had either you or I anticipated such heavy (secular) press coverage, 
I think we might have paused before linking our shrinking numbers with 
a missionary program. As matters now stand, the impression is widespread 
that the major reason we want to undertake such a program is that we are 
worried about our declining Jewish population and the high rate of 
intermarriage. If we do go ahead and launch a p~ogram, it should not 
have a negative motivation (i.e., we are worried). Rather, it has to 
be based on positive reasons (e.g.-;-because we are convinced of the 
merits of Judaism and want others to benefit by it). 

~ayim ~reenberg,Jsaid it this way in his essay, "The Future of 
American Jewry" (1951), which appears in The Inner Eye, vol. 2, p.69: 

·nn'N 
111,n,1., 

.nr.:,,p.nJ:J 
np,,r.lN:J 

, I 
"I too think that a people which believes that its religion is 
an expression of eternal truth is duty-bound to proselytize; it 
must not monopolize the truth for itself but should spread it 
also among others." 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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INTRODUCTION 

Intermarriage has been a part of the Jewish experience-and a 
source of Jewish concern-for several millennia. Vastly outnumbered 
throughout most of their history by the dominant political and 
religious majorities among whom they lived, Jews have never been 
entirely free of the fear that their sons and daughters would, either 
through coercion or attraction, be swallowed up by the larger 
community. Intermarriage, an obvious route to such assimilation, has 
therefore been viewed as a perennial danger to Jewish viability and 
continuity. 

Ironically, this danger has always been greatest when more direct 
threats to Jewish safety and security-pogroms, widespread eco
nomic discrimination and rigid social ostracism-were absent. The 
bonds that have traditionally tied Jews together in the face of virulent 
anti-Semitism have also traditionally weakened whenever the sur
rounding society was benign and accepting. "What centuries of 
persecution had been powerless to do," wrote Lewis S. Benjamin, in 
1907, in his book entitled The Passinu of the Enuli:sh Jew, "has been 
effected in a score of years by friendly intercourse." 

Small wonder, then, that the rate of intermarriage in the United 
States has grown pr~ipitously in recent decades, and that the issue is 
currently of major concern not only to Jewish parents (few families 
are entirely untouched by the phenomenon), but to the Jewish 
community as a whole. Despite this growing concern, however, there 
are few available data to explain why Jews intermarry or what 
happens to their Jewish connections or those of their children when 
they do. Reliable statistics of any kind about American Jews are 
notoriously scarce: the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution has 
been interpreted as barring official inquiries regarding religion, and 
demographic studies by voluntary agencies are extremely difficult to 
conduct and interpret. 

It was the publication in 1971 of data from the National Jewish 
Population Study, conducted by the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, which first highlighted the sharp increase in 
intermarriage over a surprisingly short period of time. From the turn 



of the century until 1960, the rate of Jewish intermarriage stayed well below 10 percent; in fact, for reasons that are still unclear, it even declined slightly during the last half of the 1950s. But after that, the figures began to change rapidly. From 1961-1965 the rate rose to 17.4 percent and from 1966-1972 it climbed to 31.7 percent. 
These statistics, alarming in themselves to a small group that a generation ago lost one-third of its total world population in the Holocaust, are doubly threatening when viewed together with other disturbing trends-the sharp decline in the Jewish birthrate, quite possibly to below actual replacement level; the increased divorce rate and other evidences of family turmoil in the Jewish community; the reduction in synagogue and communal involvement; the growing ignorance aboutJ ewish religious and cultural matters among Ameri

can Jews as a whole. 
Elihu Bergman, Assistant Director of the Harvard Center for Population Studies, predicts, on the basis of unpublished projections by colleagues (questioned by some), that 100 years from now the American Jewish community will have dwindled to between 10,000 

and 940,000 persons. Bergman bases this ominous forecast on the low Jewish birth rate and the erosion of Jewish identity, and argues that intermarriage is the greatest factor in this assimilation process. On the other hand, some American Jews believe that intermarriage in the United States today need not, as it did in earlier periods here and in Europe, lead inevitably to total assimilation; they even argue that intermarriage may actually add new familial connections and in
fluences to dwindling Jewish numbers. 

A number of the factors which contribute to the spiralling inter
marriage rates among Jews-their acceptance by the better colleges and professional schools, their quick climb up the economic ladder, and their general success in American society-are, by virtually any standard, positive developments. And many of the values that most modern Jews endorse-universalism, brotherhood, equality, and the like-make condemnation of intermarriage a special dilemma for some people, particularly since there is no expectation that the Jewish 
partner will reject his or her Jewishness. 

Many Jews are troubled by intermarriage without really being able to explain to themselves or to others, including their children, why they feel this way. Parents, particularly, find themselves uneasy at the prospect of their son or daughter marrying a non-Jew because the arguments that come to their minds in opposition to such marriages appear to run counter, in many respects, to the principles by which they raised their children. It is difficult for many fathers or mothers, in the 1970s, to say to their children, "Don't marry the man 
or woman you love because that person is not Jewish." And unless 
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there is a strong religious conviction, it is equally hard to insist on the conversion of a non-Jewish spouse as a condition of marriage. These 
difficulties do not necessarily reflect an intrinsic conflict between liberal values and opposition to mixed marriage, though it may reflect the ambivalence of some Jews about their Jewish commitment. At the same time, there are some signs of a greater commitment to Judaism's survival on the part of some young Jews-a reflection, in part, of the general ethnic resurgence in America and of the collapse of so many secular messianic dreams. Though it is too early to tell how widespread and durable this movement will prove, it does suggest that the pressures for assimilation may not be entirely irresistible, and emphasizes the importance of helping Jews to find acceptable ways to remain in the fold . For many reasons , therefore, the Jewish community needs to know more about the dynamics of intermarriage and about the relationships of intermarried men and women to Jews and Judaism. 

Few empirical studies have been conducted on this subject, and most of those which were done involved single communities. The National Jewish Population Study does, as mentioned , contain some useful data; but it was not designed to permit intensive analysis of intermarriage and most other reports have concentrated on the rates and causes of intermarriage, rather than on its consequences. 
Because there is so little in the way of hard facts to support the passionately held positions on all sides of this issue, the American J ewish Committee undertook, in 1976, to sponsor a study on the effects of intermarriage. This study, directed by Dr. Egon Mayer, Associate Professor of Sociology at Brooklyn College, was conducted in eight American communities with the participation of the local chapters of the Amer:-ican Jewish Committee and with the cooperation of many individuals and groups in and out of the AJC. 
The study sought to examine the impact of intermarriage on the couples involved and on their families, as well as on their ties to the Jewish community. The goal was to locate a representative sample of intermarried couples and to determine, through a questionnaire and in-depth interviews: 
1) whether intermarriage leads to a diminishing identification with Judaism and the Jewish community on the part of the Jewish spouse; 
2) whether intermarriage promotes conflict between marriage partners; 
3) whether intermarriage causes alienation between the Jewish spouse and his or her parents, siblings, extended family; 
4) how non-Jewish spouses feel about the introduction of Jewish content into their family life and about efforts to provide Jewish 
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accu lturation for their children; 
5) the effect on Jewish commitment where the born-Gentile spouse 

has converted to Judaism. 
The pages that follow describe the highlights and implications of 

this study.* The American Jewish Committee hopes that this report 
will help Jewish religious and communal organizations assess the 
impact of intermarriage on Jewish life and plan policies and 
programs to ameliorate its threat to the Jewish future. 

We are indebted to Dr. Egon Mayer for designing and directing 
this study, to the many individuals in AJC and in other Jewish 
organizations who helped carry it out, and to Dr. Carl Sheingold for 
his help in preparing this summary. 

YEHUDA ROSENMAN , Director 
J ew ish Communal Affairs Depar twent 

Tlt e A 111 erican J ew ish Co111111 ittee 

*Dr. Mayer 's full report i.~ a l'a ilable on request from the A 111 er ica11 J eu· iNh 
Committee. 
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THE STUDY 

For the purposes of this investigation, intermarriage was 
deliberately defined in its broadest possible terms to include a 
marriage between any individual who was born Jewish and one who 
was not. Thus, the sample included some persons who, from a ha/achic 
and/ or commu na l point of view, were Jewish, since they had 
converted to Judaism. This decision was made in hope of shedding 
some light on the consequences of conve rsion as well as on the 
consequences of intermarriage itself. The term "intermarriage" is 
therefore used in this report as an inclusive term covering all 
respondents; the term "mixed marriage" refers to marriages in which 
neither partner had converted; a nd the term "conversionary 
marriages" describes marriages in which the born-Gentile spouse has 
converted to Judaism.* 

The Respondents 
Respondents in this study included 446 intermarried couples, in 

Cl eve land, Dallas, Long Island , Los Angeles, New York City, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco and Westchester. Both husband and 
wife filled out identical se lf-administered questionnaires and 
participated in identical in-depth interviews. 

Two-thirds of the';:couples consisted of a Jewish man and a non
Jewish woman , a sex ratio which has, in the past, been typical of the 
intermarried. There was, however, a greater proportion of Jewish 
women in the younger age groups of the sample, and it is possible that 
as the educational and occupational patterns of women become more 
like those of men, the earlier ratio wi ll be altered. 

The family lives of the born-Jewish men were generally more 
Jewishly oriented than those of born-Jewish women. For instance, 
41.4 percent of the born-Jewish men often or a lways attend High Holy 
Day services, compared to 30.0 percent of the born-Jewish women. 
Over 30 percent of the men are affiliated with a synagogue, compared 
to 23.8 percent of women. And with few exceptions, ritual 

*Althouuh the .~turfy does i11clude afew cou ples in wltich lite born-Jewish spouse 
co1werted from Juda ism to a 11oth er fa ith. the number was too small to permit 
anal!Js is. 
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observances at home, the celebration of religious rites of passage for 
ch ildren, involvement in Jewish organizations, were marked by the 
same sex differences. Born-Gentile wives married to Jewish men 
were also more likely to convert to Judaism than were the born
Gentile husbands. 

Ninety percent of the marriages studied were intact, and for over 
80 percent of the spouses it was their first marriage. 

The sample included a full range of age groupings, though the 
percentage of respondents aged 50 and over was larger than it should 
have been, given the low rate of intermarriage before the 1950s. 

Eighty-five percent of the couples studied were parents, and 
approximately 30 percent have more than two children. 

Educational attainment, occupational status and income were all 
higher for the respondents than for both the national average and the 
national Jewish average. Born-Jewish women were more likely than 
born-Jewish men to have the same level of education as their spouses, 
and to have met their spouses at college. 

The family background of the born-Jewish spouses in this sample 
closely approximated the religious affiliation patterns of American 
Jews, including a substantial representation of the Orthodox (see 
Table 1). 

The born-Gentile spouses also represented a variety of religious 
backgrounds (see Table 2). 

Just over 21 percent of the non-Jewish respondents and 3.3 percent 
of the Jewish respondents had converted to their spouses' religion
again figures consistent with data from other studies. The rate of 
conversion was highest in the 20-39 age groups. 
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Table 1 

Denominational Backgrounds 
of Born-Jewish Respondents 

Orthodox 
Conservative 
Reform 
Not affiliated 

Percent 
11 .1 
29.3 
26.7 
32.9 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Other 
None 

Table 2 

Religious Backgrounds of 
Born-Gentile Respondents 

Converts 
53.7 
17.7 
13.5 
11.4 

Percent 
Non-Converts 

45.1 
30.8 

6.3 
17.7 

Note: To tals across do not equal 100% because some respondents did not an
swer this question. 

The Sample 
The goal of the study was to obtain a large representative sample 

from the national population of intermarried couples. Because this 
goal proved difficult to achieve, it is important w indicatesomeofthe 
limitations of this particular sample. 

Since there is no central listing of Jews, much less of marriages and 
religious backgrounds, it was necessary to rely on a variety of 
strategies for locating intermarried couples. Most of the couples in 
this study were identified as intermarried by members of the local 
Jewish community. Thus, although efforts were made to randomize 
as much as possible, the respondents do not, in a strict sense, 
constitute a random sample. A number of resulting biases can be 
identified: 

1) All the Jewish~spouses included in the sample had to be known, 
at least to some members of the Jewish community, as Jewish. Thus, 
the most assimilated intermarried couples in the community were 
probably underrepresented. 

2) Ninety percent of the marriages studied were intact. Since this 
is a higher percentage than for marriages as a whole, intermarried 
couples with severe marital problems were probably under
represented. 

3) As with any study on a sensitive personal topic, the refusal rate 
(the percentage of people contacted who declined to be interviewed) 
was high. One obvious result was a smaller sample than had been 
hoped for . But it is also possible that couples most sensitive about their 
intermarriage, for whatever reason, were underrepresented. 

4) All the communities studied were large metropolitan areas with 
sizeable Jewish populations-the kind of communities in which most 
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American Jews live. Couples living in small towns, where both 
intermarriage and assimilation may be harder to avoid, are not 
represented in the sample. It is possible that their experiences differ 
significantly from those of couples who were included. 

These biases are important enough to make this investigation less 
than a definitive study. But there are a number of reasons to view its 
findings as significant and reliable. In the first place. the study 
yielded a richer lode of relevant data than most earlier researches in 
this area. And on those questions where it was possible to compare the 
results with the more representative National Jewish Population 
Study, the findings were, for the most part, consistent. 

Even more important is the fact that virtually all the biases tended 
in a similar direction-an overrepresentation of couples with more 
positive feelings about. and ties to. the Jewish community. Thus, 
while it is possible that, from a Jewish communal perspective, the 
effects of intermarriage are more damaging than these data suggest, 
it is highly unlikely that they are less so. Also from a Jewish 
communal perspective, the sample contains an overrepresentation of 
the kind of families most likely to retain some contact with the Jewish 
community. Th ey are th e r1roup th e co1111111111 ity lws to !l'orl.- 11•ith. If the 
goal is to develop a viable communal response to intermarriage, then 
this sample has considerable insight to impart. 
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THE FINDINGS* 

One important area probed by both the written questionnaires and 
the personal interviews was the family background in which the 
partners to the intermarriage, particularly the born-Jewish spouses, 
grew up. The findings not only corroborate earlier studies and 
conventional wisdom to the effect that those who intermarry come 
from less religious and less intensively Jewish homes than those who 
don't: they also provide clues as to the religious and cultural 
background and experiences that those who intermarry bring to their 
marriage. 

Family Background of Born-Jewish Spouses 
Almost 70 percent of the parents of the born-Jewish spouses 

belonged to a synagogue, and over 65 percent were perceived by the 
respondents to have been "somewhat religious" (as compared to"very 
religious" or "not at all religious"). It is not clear, however, just how 
much of a religious involvement these perceptions indicate. 

More revealing, perhaps, are the data conc~rning the religious and 
ritual objects that were available and/or used in the homes in which 
the born-Jewish spouses grew up (see Table 3). 

In interpreting these data it is necessary to take into account the 
ritual and rel igious'-significance of the various objects checked off by 
the respondents . Keeping separate dishes for meat and dairy foods, 
and using a ha1•dolah set and (/'i//i11. obviously connote a far deeper 
religious involvement than owning Jewish books or a menorah, 
particularly if these are the sole marks of Jewishness in the home. The 
data suggest that only 10 to 20 percent of the respondents were raised 
by parents who kept a kosher home or laid tfi/1 i11, and a similar 
percentage were raised by parents who did not even own Jewish books 
or a menorah. The vast majority grew up in homes with some objects 
that are generally associated, in at least a minimal way, with Jewish 
identity; but a considerably smaller number experienced religious 
observance or practice. 

*Sollil' tuhll'.s do 110/ /otol /00% hl'/'1111.sr' <d 111i11or dl'l'iutio11.s d11l' to rn1u1di11!J. 
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Table 3 

Religious and Cultural Objects 
in the Parental Homes 

of Born-Jewish Respondents 

Percent 

Own Use Own But Do Not 
or Display Do Not Use Own 

Mezuzah 54.7 9.1 36.1 
Sabbath Candle 45.2 23.3 31.3 
Kiddush Cup 32.8 22.3 44.9 
Menorah 66.9 14.7 18.4 
Havdalah Set 12.1 6.5 81.4 
Talith 27 .8 24.4 47.7 
T'fillin 14.0 21.8 64.2 
Seder Plate 47 .2 13.5 39.3 
Jewish Bible 35 .5 43.7 20 .7 
Jewish Prayer Book 46 .1 31 .0 22 .9 
Jewish Books 47.5 35.0 17.4 
Separate Dishes for 

Meat and Dairy 
Foods 7.1 22.3 70.6 

Kipah 38 .5 26.1 27 .8 
Jewish Musical 

Records 25.5 22.5 52.0 
Jewish Art Objects 44.9 18.6 37.6 
Poster, etc. 24.9 14.9 60.3 

In the face-to-face interviews, slightly over 10 percent of the 
respondents described their parents as anti-religious. Approximately 
20 percent said their parents had insisted on some ritual observances; 
most of the rest reported an explicit or implicit desire on the part of 
their parents for Jewish identity-"asense of being Jewish"-without 
much actual religious practice or cultural involvement. 

A small minority of the born-Jewish partners had an intensive 
Jewish education; the largest group had some Jewish education but 
not a great deal; and a sig nificant group appears to have had no 
J ewish education at all (see Tables 4A and 4B). 
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Table 4A 

Amount of Jewish Education Reported 
By Born-Jewish Respondents 

(By sex) 

Percent 

Male Female 

1-5 years* 
6+ years 
No answer/None 

39.0 
19.0 
42.0 

38.0 
8.0 

54.0 

'Most respondents in this group had less than four years of Jewish education. 

Table 4B 

Type of Jewish Education Reported 
By Born-Jewish Respondents 

(By sex) 

Percent 

·~ Male .... 

Day School or Yeshiva 11.7 
Sunday or Afternoon 

School 64.9 
Yiddish School or other 

(e.g. tutoring) 6.5 
Can 't recall 16.7 

Female 

3.0 

62.6 

8.4 
26.0 

Though very few of the born-Jewish respondents g rew up in an 
exclusively J ew ish environment, the vast majo r ity grew up in 
neighborhoods where at least half their peers were Jewish, and 
between 15 and 20 percent were raised in a predominantly non-
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Jewish environment. The degree of contact with non-Jews increased 
when dating began, but only a minority said that they dated "mostly 
non-Jews." Thus, while the typical respondent had extensive social 
contacts with non-Jews, he or she also had extensive Jewish contacts. 
In such a setting, intermarriage must be viewed as a possible, but not 
as an inevitable outcome. 

The born-Jewish partners reported that their parents grew more 
and more uneasy as their sons' and daughters' contacts with non-Jews 
moved from fri endship to dating to marriage (see Table 5). Though a 
majority of the parents were clearly opposed to their children 's 
intermarriage, most were not strongly opposed; and approximately 
one-third were perceived by their children as neutral. 

Table 5 

Parents' Attitudes Toward Friendship, 
Dating, and Marriage Between 

Jews and Gentiles 

FATHER MOTHER 

Percent Percent 

Friend- Mar- Friend- Mar-
ship Dating riage ship Dating riage 

Strongly 
opposed .6 11.5 19.7 .9 12.7 21 .3 

Opposed 6.7 33.4 39.5 11.0 38.9 39.7 
No opinion 58.0 48.5 35.0 53.9 41 .1 33.7 
Approved 29.2 6.6 5.8 27.6 6.3 5.1 
Strongly 

approved 5.1 **** .... 6.3 .9 .3 

In sum, the typical born-Jewish spouses in the sample studied came 
from homes which, though neither non-Jewish nor anti-Jewish, were 
not intensively Jewish, particularly in religious terms. While most 
reported that their parents were opposed to the intermarriage, it did 
not, in light of their upbringing, represent either an unnatural 
development or an act of rebellion. Nor was the parents' opposition 
great enough to rupture their ties to their children when the latter 
proceeded with the marriage. 
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Family Background of Non-Jewish Spouses 
As might be expected, the non-Jewish respondents grew up in a 

more exclusively non-Jewish environment than did their spouses. 
Most said they had few, if any, Jewish friends while they were 
growing up, and the majority reported dating mostly non-Jews. And 
not surprisingly, the typical non-Jewish respondent was much more 
ignorant about Jews and Judaism at the time of the marriage than his 
or her spouse was about Christianity. 

The findings also indicate that the parents of the non-Jewish 
respondents were somewhat more religious than their Jewish coun
terparts. Approximately three-quarters of these parents belonged to 
a church; fewer of the fathers were perceived by their children to have 
been "anti-religious," and more of the mothers were perceived as 
"very religious." And though many of these parents, too, were opposed 
to their children's intermarrying, a majority of the respondents said 
their parents were either neutral or favorably disposed toward their 
marriage (see Table 6). 

Favorable 
Neutral 
Unfavorable 

Married Life 

Table 6 

Parental Attitudes Towards 
Children's Intermarriage 

(Non-Jewish Parents) 

Convert 
19.5 
31.7 
48.8 

Percent 
Non-Convert 

22.6 
29.4 
48.8 

Mar ital Harmony: Many of the questions. in the study were 
designed to elicit information as to agreement or disagreement 
between the spouses about lifestyle, religious involvement, child
rearing, and related matters. The vast majority of couples reported 
family harmony (or at least the absence of intense conflict) on most 
matters, including ethnic and religious issues. Though self-report 
data are not altogether reliable, and the high percentage of intact 
marriages in the sample may have skewed the responses to some 
degree, they do seem to negate the widely held assumption that 
intermarriage results in friction between the spouses and does not 
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work. In this sample, at least, it seems to have worked well enough. 
E xtended Fam ily T ies: Another widely held belief about inter

marriage is that it tends to damage family ties. If this were true it 
would, of course, be a tragedy in its own right. It would also eliminate 
possible sources of Jewish content in the lives of intermarried 
families. All of the data make it clear, however, that the ties between 
the couples surveyed and their parents and other relatives were 
intact. Not only did most of the respondents say they got along well 
with their families, many even reported that their relationships with 
their parents were better than before the marriage. They saw their 
families as regularly as time and distance permitted, and in the vast 
majority of cases their spouses were accepted into the extended 
family . None of the respondents reported a total break with their 
families as a result of their marriage. 

Table 7 

Celebration of Jewish Holidays 
·with Jewish Parents 

Born-Jewish Husband Born-Jewish Wife 

Percent Percent 

Some- Rarely Some- Rarely 
Always times Never Always times Never 

Rosh Hashanah 30.9 17.4 51 .7 32.5 15.0 52.5 
Yorn Kippur 27.8 17.5 54.7 32.7 13.8 53.4 
Hanukkah 29.9 15.2 54.9 42.1 15.4 42.5 
Passover 44.8 16.8 34.4 50.3 10.6 39.0 

Note : Percentages to tal 100 percent across. 

Though most respondents, Jewish and non-Jewish, report getting 
along well with their in laws, the data suggest that the couples are in 
closer touch with their Jewish than their non-Jewish parents, perhaps 
simply because many of the couples live closer to the Jewish parents. 

The data also reveal specific ways in which the couples' social ties 
with their extended families are cemented (see Table 7). A significant 
minority of the couples celebrate Jewish religious holidays with their 
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Jewish parents (but, except for Passover, a majority do not). The 
holiday most consistently celebrated with Jewish parents is Thanks
giving; and a sizeable minority of the couples also celebrate Christ
mas with their Jewish families (see Table 8). 

These data suggest that for many intermarried couples the close 
ties with Jewish parents and extended Jewish family represent an 
opportunity to enrich the Jewish content of their family lives. In 
reality, however, shared holiday observances have more of a social 
than a religious or ritualistic meaning for most of the families. 

Religious and Ethnic Life 
If intermarriage is a threat to Jewish continuity, it is so particular

ly because such families provide so little Jewish upbringing for their 
children. Thus a major concern of this study was the religious and 
ethnic life of intermarried families and the level of their Jewish 
identification. 

Because there was a dramatic difference, in virtually every area 
studied, in the responses of couples whose non-Jewish spouse did not 
convert (mixed marriages) and the responses of couples whose born-

Table 8 

Celebration of Christmas and Thanksgiving 
With Parents 

Celebrate with ·~ '- Jewish Parents 

Christmas 
Often 25.6 
Sometimes 16.9 
Rarely 7.3 
Never 49.8 

Thanksgiving 
Often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Never 

49.5 
24.5 

9.0 
16.7 

Percent 

Celebrate with 
Gentile Parents 

54.3 
13.3 
9.8 

21.8 

37.0 
26.4 
12.1 
24.5 
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Gentile spouse had converted to Judaism (conversionary marriages), 
the data for the two groups were considered separately. 

Mixed Marriages 
Rel igious Ident ification: Close to two-thirds of the Jewish respon

dents among the mixed-marriage couples declared that they thought 
of themselves as Jews and that being Jewish was important to them. A 
significant minority, however, indicated indifference to any expres
sion of Jewishness, however minimal. 

As might be expected, the vast majority of the non-Jewish spouses 
who did not convert do not identify as Jews. But surprisingly, close to 
12 percent of these spouses do consider themselves Jewish, and 
another 7.3 percent consider themselves partly Jewish. Only about 
one-third currently identify with the religion of their birth-roughly 
half the number that did so prior to their marriage (see Table 9). More 
than three-quarters of the non-Jewish spouses report experiencing 
religious feelings-however they choose to define that-fairly often. 

Organizat ional Involvement: Twenty-two percent of the mixed
marriage couples report some involvement with Jewish communal 
organizations and 37 percent contribute to the United Jewish Appeal. 
Though this level of involvement is lower than that of endogamous 
Jewish couples, it is not dramatically different. According to the 
National Jewish Population Study, approximately 40 percent of the 
Jewish population participates in the activities of Jewish organiza
tions, most of them on a sporadic basis. 

Synagogue I nvolvement: The Jewish involvement that probably 
exerts the greatest influence on the religious and ethnic identity of 
young children (and their parents) is participation in synagogue life. 
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Protestant 
Catholic 
Other 

Table 9 

Religious Self-Identification of 
Born-Gentile Respondents 

(Non-converts) 

Percent 

Prior to Marriage 
45.0 
30.0 

6.0 
None/ no answer 18.0 

Currently 
26.0 
10.0 
7.0 

57.0 

The data make clear that while 15 to 20 percent of the mixed
marriage couples surveyed do belong to a synagogue, and attend 
services with some regularity, the vast majority do not (see Tables 
lOA-C). It should be noted, however, that intermarried couples often 
find scant welcome in both religious and secular Jewish organiza
tions. Lack of involvement does not always reflect a lack of desire on 
the part of the intermarried couples to belong. 

Ho111 e Obsen,ances: Not surprisingly, only a handful of the mixed
marriage couples surveyed keep a kosher home, own and use a 
ha uda/ah set or other ritual objects, light Sabbath candles, or 
otherwise observe the Sabbath with any regularity (see Table 11). 

Table 10A 

Affiliation of Mixed-Marriage Couples 
Belonging to Synagogues 

(18% of total) 

Type of Congregation 
Reform 
Conservative 
Orthodox 
Unidentified 

Percent* 
34 
20 

9 
37 

"These are percentages only of the 18% of the mixed
marriage couples who belong to synagogues. 

:~ 
Table 10B '" 

Attendance of Born-Jewish 
Spouse at Regular 
Weekly Services 
(Mixed-marriage) 

Table 10C 

Attendance of Born-Jewish 
Spouse at High 

Frequency Percent 
Often 5 
Sometimes 17 
Rarely 26 
Never 52 

Holy Day Services 
(Mixed-marriage) 

Frequency Percent 
Often 27 
Sometimes 14 
Rarely 19 
Never 40 
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Table 11 

Ritual Observances Performed by 
Born-Jewish Spouses 

(Mixed-Marriage) 

Frequency 
Often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Never 

Light Sabbath 
Candles* 

8 
8 

12 
71 

Percent 

Light Hanukkah 
Candles 

41 
12 
7 

40 
"These data are skewed by the fact that two-thirds of the born-Jewish spouses in 
the study were men , and lighting Sabbath candles is a woman 's ritual. 

Fewer than half own and use a menorah , and less than one-half 
often light candles on Hanukkah. Indeed, while roughly one-third of 
the respondents reported owning and/ or using a number of Jewish 
objects (see Table 12), not a single object on the list was owned and 
used by a majority. And a comparison of Tables 3 and 12 makes it 
clear that every item on the list is owned and used with less frequ ency 
in mixed-marriage couples than was owned and used by the families 
in which the born-Jewish spouses grew up. 

Raisiny Children: At the heart of J ew ish concern about inter
marriage is whether the ch ildren of such marriages will be part of, or 
Jost to, the J ewish fold. The data summarized above bear significantly 
on this question; but the study provides data even more relevant to the 
subject. 

Approximate ly one-third of the mixed-marriage couples surveyed 
said they thought of their children as J ewish, and would be upset if 
their children did not think of themselves as J ews. Forty-three 
percent of the respondents reported that their sons had been, or would 
be, ritually circumcised-a figure greater than might be expected.* 

* 'f'/11· s l 111l11 ,/ i ,i 110 / , ,rnlw 11"/,!J 1/IIJ/'I' /'l'S/J1J 111 /1'11 /s s o i,/ l hl'!J /,o,/ /, (Ir/ , Iii' Ji l o 11111',/ tu 
/, o r!', ,-i/;{(1/ tin-111111·i.,iu11s.fi11· //l('ir so11s t/,011 s o i,/ f/,ol th l' !J 1·011.s i,/,,r,,,/ lh l'ir 
d 1i/,/r,•11 J,•11·is/,. It is lil:l'l !J 111(/1 of l,•o s t su 11 11• ,f tlw n ·sJJ1lll(/,•1il., i 1111ur,•rl t/11• 
,l i /ji •l'1' /1(·1 • /w /11 ·,,,. ,1 r,•/i11i u11.s 111/fl 11 w ,/ i n,I 1•iff111111·isiu111//1(/ ,.,.,,,, rfl' ,/ ff,, , foll !' /' 
o .~· "l'i /1111 / 1·in-1u11ti.siu11." Iii' //111/ .SIJ//1(' 1(( /II(• n •s1u111,/1•11 /s. 1·0111·ill(·1•,/ //111/ 
rin-11111ti.sio11 11·,1s ,!,,sin,/,/,• Ji,,. 111,•,/in,/ Iii' /, !l!/ i 1•11 ir n •o so11s, 0 11ri·1•,/ lo l' i /110 I 
,·i r,·11 l/l("isi1111 lo 1i l1·11 .sr· 1/11· J,•11· is/, 11n1 II( / JUI r,•11/s. 
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But fewer than a third of the couples said that their children had 
had , or would have, a Bar or Bat Mitzvah-a rite of passage with 
strong direct impact on the child-and some of the couples reported 
they were planning to have their children baptized and confirmed. In 
most cases, however, there were no plans to replace Jewish rites with 
Christian rites (see Table 13 ). 

Perhaps the most sobering statistic, given the low level of Jewish 
content in the fami ly life of most mixed-marriage couples, is the small 
number of such fami lies that provide forma l J ew ish instruction for 
their children. On ly about one-quarter, at most, of the children whose 
parents were involved in this study receive a formal J ew ish educa
tion, and even fewer receive intensive J ewish schooling(see Table 14). 

Table 12 

Ritual and Cultural Jewish Objects 
in the Homes of 

Mixed-Marriage Couples 

Percent 

Own, Use Own But Do Not 
or Display Do Not Use Own 

Mezuzah 22.9 6.6 70 .5 
Sabbath Candle 16.3 16.9 66.8 
Kiddush Cup 12.9 12. 7 74.4 
Menorah 43.5 12.2 44.4 ... 
Havdalah Set '- 2.4 3.8 93.8 
Talith 8.8 12.3 78.9 
T'fillin 4.9 9.8 85.3 
Seder Plate 18.9 5.9 75.2 
Jewish Bib le 23 .5 35.1 41.4 
Jewish Prayer Book 23.8 23.0 53.2 
Jewish Books 30.6 32.6 36.8 
Separate Dishes 5.2 2.4 92.5 
Kipah 20.1 26.1 53.8 
Jewish Musical 

Records 18.4 13.2 68.4 
Jewish Art Objects 29.6 15.3 55.1 
Posters , etc . 15.1 9.3 75 .6 
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What then do the data indicate about mixed-marriage couples and 
about the Jewish component of their lives? It seems fair to conclude 
that wh ile most of the Jewish spouses have an abstract sense of Jewish 
identity, on ly a minority of them act on it; and even among the latter , 
very few act on it with any intensity. The majority of these couples 
express neither desire nor intention to have their children identify as 
Jews, and only a small proportion of the families studied will provide 
formal Jewish education or other experiences explicitly designed to 
raise their children Jewishly. Despite the fact that the sample 
se lected for this study may be expected to skew the responses in the 
direction of optimism, the Jewish content of family life in mixed 
marriages is, by every index , less than it is among endogamous 
marriages. 
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Table 13 

Selected Rites of Passage Observed or 
Planned by Mixed-Marriage Couples 

for Their Children 
(Reported by Born-Jewish Spouses} 

Ritual Circumcision (of son) 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
Baptism 
Church Confirmation 

Table 14 

Percent 
43 
30 
13 
11 

Type of Religious Education 
Currently Given to Children 

Percent 
Day School 6 
Afternoon/Sunday School 19 
Home Instruction 13 
Other/ None (including non-Jewish) 62 

Table 15 

When Did Conversion Occur? 

Prior to meeting spouse 
Prior to marriage 
Prior to first child , but 

after marriage 
After first child 
No answer 

Table 16 

Percent 
15.0 
40.0 

22.0 
6.0 

15.0 

Reasons for Conversion 
Reported by Converts 

Personal conviction 
Influence of spouse 

and in-laws 
For the sake of the 

children 
Combination of above, 

and other reasons 

Conversionary Marriages 

Percent 
32 .2 

38.0 

8.9 

20.9 

Just over 21 percent of the born-Gentile respondents in the sample 
had converted to Judaism by the time of the study.* Of this group, 40 
percent converted prior to, and in connection with, the marriage, and 
another 15 percent before they met their current spouse (often in 
connection with an earlier marriage). This still leaves a large group 
(approximately one-third of all the converts) who converted after the 
marriage (see Table 15). 

The data indicate that most of these later conversions were not 
entered into primarily for the sake of the children, but were the 

*It should be noted lhaUJ.:J percent of the born-Jeu•ish 1·e.~ponde11ls had co1u•erterl 

out of Jurlais111; hut U,is is too small a !11·oup lo analyze. a11d 110 e.florl u•as 111ade 
to do so. 
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culmination of long and thoughtfu l consideration. The most common 
reason cited for conversion was the iT\fluence of the Jewish spouse and 
family (see Table 16). 

Conversion into Judaism was more common among women than 
men . Twenty-seven percent of the born-Genti le women, compared to 
14 percent of the born-Gentile men, had converted to Judaism by the 
time of the study.* 

A larger proportion of converts were between 20 and 39 years of age 
than was the case with non-converts (see Table 17). The data on those 
under 20 years of age, however, point the other way; but those 
marrying this young are, in any case, not typical. 

As might be expected, conversion was more common where the 
parents of the Jewish spouse were more religiously involved. In 
addition, it would appear that religious feelings comb ined with a lack 
of identification with the religion of one's birth on the part of the born
Gentile spouse play a part in the impetus for conversion. 

The data reveal few significant differences between mixed and 
conversionary marriages on such matters as education, income, 

Table 17 

Age Distribution of Converts and Non-Converts 

Under 20 years o ld 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60 and over 

Converts 
1.0 

18.9 
41.0 
22.2 
13.7 
3.1 

Percent 

Non-Converts 
15.2 
10.3 
32 .9 
20.3 
14.6 

6.6 

fami ly harmony and ties to extended fam ily. But they point to 
dramatic and important differences in religious and ethnic identifi
cation. Close to 83 percent of the converts consider themselves Jewish 
and another 6.4 percent consider themselves partly Jewish. The vast 
majority said that being Jewish was important to them. 

*Tl! is patter11 1t •as r e11ersed a 111011u th e s111 all 11roup of r espo11dents who co1werted 
ou t of Juda is111; 11 of th e 15 wer e 111e 11. 
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Oruanizationa/ Involvement: The families of converts are more 
involved in Jewish organizational life than the families of non
converts, but the differences are not dramatic. Thirty-eight percent 
of the converts said they contribute to the UJA, 9.4 percent said they 
were frequently involved in the activities of Jewish organizations, 
and 32.3 percent reported less frequent involvement. 

Synauouue Involvement: The vast majority of converts are actively 
involved in the ir synagogues, and approximately two-thirds attend 
services with some regu larity (the comparable figure for non
converts is less than one-third). According to the National Jewish 
Popu lation Survey, fewer than half of all endogamous Jewish famil ies 
are involved in synagogue life, making the affi liation rate of the 
converts doub ly dramatic (see Tables 18A-18C). 

Ritual Activities and Objects in tlte Home: Approximately half of the 
converts in this study ligh.t Sabbath candles, at least some of the time, 
and more than three-quarters regularly light Hanukkah candles (see 
Table 19). 

As Table 12 indicates, the majority of mixed-marriage respondents 
did not own or use the religious and cultural objects listed in the study. 
Most of the respondents in the conversionary marriages, however, 
reported owning virtually a ll of these items, including items of 
considerable ritual or religious significance, and a majority said they 
used these objects. As the data on separate dishes ind icate, few of the 
conversionary-marriage famil ies are strictly observant; but in the 
homes of most of them, artifacts of Jewish life are visible and used (see 
Table 20). 

Table 18A 

Affil iation of Conversionary
Marriage Couples 

Belonging to Synagogues 
(68% of total) 

Type of Congregation 
Reform 

Percent* 
47 

Conservat ive 
Orthodox 
Un identi fied 

18 
11 
23 

·These are percentages only of the 68% of the conver
sionary-marriage couples who belong to synagogues. 
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Table 188 

Attendance at Regular Weekly Services 
(Conversionary Marriage) 

Percent 

Born-Gentile Convert Born-Jewish Spouse 

Frequency 
Often 20 21 
Sometimes 42 37 
Rarel y 20 34 
Never 18 7 

Table 18C 

Attendance at High Holy Day Services 
(Conversionary Marriage) 

Percent 

Born-Gentile Convert Born-Jewish Spouse 

Frequency 
Often 72 73 
Sometimes 9 11 
Rarely 7 7 
Never 12 9 

Table 19 

Ritual Observances Performed by Born-Jewish 
Spouses 

Often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Never 

(Conversionary Marriage) 

Light Sabbath 
Candles 

36 
22 
15 
27 

Percent 

Light Hanukkah 
Candles 

80 
11 
6 
3 

Table 20 

Religious and Cultural Objects in the Homes of 
Conversionary Marriages 

Percent 

Own, Use Own But Do Not 
or Display Do Not Use Own 

Mezuzah 57 6 32 
Sabbath Candle 52 24 19 
Kiddush Cup 43 16 36 
Menorah 87 3 7 
Havd alah Set 8 9 80 
Talith 24 17 57 
T'fill in 10 14 72 

Seder Plate 47 6 43 
Jewish Bibl e 40 38 18 
Jewish Prayer Book 52 27 18 
Jewish Books 62 20 15 
Separate Dish es 9 4 82 
Ki pah 43 26 26 
Jewish Musical 

Records 30 23 43 
Jewish Art Obj ects 56 6 34 
Posters, etc . 35 9 51 
Note: Tota ls across do not equal 100% because some respondents did not an-

swer this ques tion. 

-... 
R11 i.~i >t!J Clti lrlrl'11: E ighty per cent of the Jew ish spouses in conver

sionary marriages said they considered their childr en Jewish and 
wou ld be upset if thei r children did not r egard themselves as Jew ish, 
com par ed to about one-third of the Jew ish spouses in mi xed mar 
ri ages. 

Close to three-quarter s of the conver sionary-marriage couples 
prov ided, or plan to prov ide, for r i tual circumcision of their sons as 
well as a Bar or Bat M i tzvah for their children (in mixed mar riages, 
close to half of the couples opted for ritual circumcis ion and less than a 
third for a Bar or Bat Mitzvah). Fifty-si x per cent of the conver sion
ary-marriage couples sa id they wer e providing a formal Jewi sh 
education for their children, and 16 per cent wer e sending their 
children to Jew ish day schools (less th an one-quarter of the childr en of 
mixed marriages r eceive a formal Jew ish education). 
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Denominat ional B acl.-uround: Based upon the denominational 
background of the J ew ish parents, the rates of conversion were 28 

percent for Reform , 19 percent for Conservative, and 31 percent for 

Orthodox. While the vast majority who converted under Reform or 

Conservative auspices later affiliated with the same denomination, 

the vast majority of those who converted under Orthodox auspices are 

currently affiliated with Reform synagogues. Reform, Conservative 

and Orthodox converts all scored higher on measures of J ewishness 

than non-converts, but those who converted under Conservative and 

Orthodox auspices tended to score higher than the Reform g roup, and 
in some cases significan tly so. 

Other Findings 
Rabbinic O[ficiat io11 at th e Wedrl inrJ: One of the most controversia l 

issues ra ised by intermarriage is the appropriateness of rabbinic 

officiation at wedding ceremonies. Only 10 perce nt of the sample (49 

couples) were married by a rabb i in the absence of conversion; thus, 

our data are of limited value with regard to this issue, and it would be 

inappropriate to provide detailed data on this question . In general , 

however, the J ewish commitment and practice among this small 

grou p was less than within conversionary marriages (particularly 

those involving conversion under Conservative or Orthodox auspices), 

greater than within other mixed marriages, but simila r to mixed 

marriages in which the J ew ish spouse had had a significant J ewish 
background. 

The desire to be married by a rabbi, and the willingness to make an 

effort to find one willing to parti cipate, suggest a bas ic J ew ish 

commi tment greater than is typ ical among the intermarried. It is 

likely that this prior commitment rather than rabbini cal pa rt icipa

tion led to a higher rate of J ew ish practice after the wedding, just as 

the prior commitment and prac ti ce of the born-Jewish spouses may 

have led to a higher rate of conve rsion among their born-Gent ile 
pa r tners. 

The Effect of Jewish Background 
While there a re not enoug h data to permit a systematic ident ifica

t ion of the religious and cultura l factors whi ch influence t he J ew ish 

component in interm arriage, there is enoug h information about the 

backg round and commitment of the born-Jewish spouse to warrant a 
brief examination of some relevant data. 

Given the relative ly low commitment of the born-Gentil e spouses to 

the relig ion of their birth and their lack ofopposition to J ew ishness in 

their family lives, it is reasonab le to assume that the level of pre-
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marita l commitment to Juda ism by the born-J ew ish spouse played an 

important part in determining the J ew ish rel ig ious and ethnic 

content of the couple's family life. This assumption seems to be 

corroborated by the findings on the J ew ish spouses' J ewish education 

and personal commitment and their parents' synagogue affili ation . 

When the data on J ew ish edu cation and synagogue affilia t ion are 

ex amined together with the responses of both spouses about how 

important their relig ious background had been to them just prior to 

their marriage, th ere is little doubt that religiou background was 

subjectively of greater im portance to the born-Jew ish spouses than to 

the born-Gentile spouses (see Tab le 21). 

Table 21 

"Thinking Back to the Time Just Prior to Your 
Getting Married, How Important Would You Say 
Your Own Religious Background Was to You?" 

Percent 

Born -Jewish Born •Gentile 
Spouse Spouse 

Male Female Male Female 

Very Important 27 .5 32 .8 13.9 19.5 

Somewhat Important 39 .3 27.2 19.1 31.4 

Unimportant 27 .0 35 .1 56.4 41 .3 

Tried to Avoid It 3.6 3.3 5.4 .9 

Rejected It 2.6 1.6 5.8 6.8 
·~ 

The data also highli ght the relationship between these background 

var iab les and severa l measures of t he J ew ishness in the couples' 

mar ried life. 
J e1uish Boo/;s in tl,e H ome: 30 percent of the born-Jew ish spouses 

who had had no J ewish education reported that they own and read 

J ew ish books, compared with 36 nercent for those with one to three 

years of J ewish education and 48 percent for those with four or more 

years of J ewish education . Al so, 28 percent of those whose parents had 

not belonged to a sy nagogue reported that they ow n a nd read J ew ish 
books, compared to 43 percent for those whose parents had belonged 

to a synagogue. Only 18 percent of the born-J ew ish spouses who said 

their relig ious background had been uni mportant to them before 

mar riage said they ow ned and read J ew ish books after marr iage, 
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compared with 42 percent for those who said that it had been 

"somewhat" important and 60 percent for those who considered it 
"very" important. 

Mezuzahs: Twenty-seven percent of the born-Jewish spouses with 

little or no Jewish education owned and displayed mezuzahs in their 

homes, compared to 41 percent for those with four years or more of 
Jewish education. Mezuzahs were owned and used by 23 percent of 

those whose parents had not belonged to a synagogue, compared to 36 

percent for those whose parents had belonged, and only about 20 

percent of those whose religious background had been unimportant to 

them before marriage, compared to about 40 percent of those for 
whom it had been "somewhat" or "very" important. 

Bar or Bat Mitzvalt: The percentage of born-Jewish spouses who 

had celebrated or planned to celebrate a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for their 

children ranged from 40 percent for those with less than four years of 

Jewish education to 57 percent for those who had had four years or 

more. The comparable figures are 38 percent for those whose parents 

had not belonged to a synagogue, and 49 percent for those whose 

parents did belong. About one-third of those whose religious back

ground had been unimportant to them before marriage had, or 

planned to have, a Bar or Bat M itzvah, compared to over half of those 

to whom religious background was "somewhat" or "very" important. 

Attendance at Hiuh Holy Day Services. Thirty-two percent of the 

born-Jewish spouses with no Jewish education said they regularly 

attend High Holy Day services, compared to about half of those with 
four years or more. Half as many (21 percent) of those whose parents 

had not belonged to a synagogue regularly attended such services as 

d_id those (42 percent) whose parents did belong. And the comparable 

figures were 13 percent for those whose religious background had 

been unimportant to them before marriage, 42 percent for those to 

whom it had been somewhat important, and 62 percent for those to 
whom it had been very important. 

All of these data, though admittedly limited in scope, tend to 

confirm the relationship between the Jewish background of the born

Jewish spouse and the Jewish content of the intermarriage. The 

strongest influence, it would appear, lies in the importance the 

individual ascribed to his or her religious background prior to the 

marriage. An impressive percentage of those who brought into the 
intermarriage a strong religious involvement in Judaism managed to 
carry some of that involvement into their family life. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Given the deep feelings about intermarriage in the Jewish com

munity, the findings in this study will inevitably be cited tosupporta 
number of contradictory assumptions. In the preceding pages a 

determined effort has been made to let the data speak for themselves. 

The final pages will summarize the findings and draw such implica

tions as seem warranted to the researchers and sponsors of the study. 

Major Findings 
The study indicates that: 
-In most mixed marriages, the born-Jewish spouse affirms a 

Jewish identity, but does little to act on this affirmation. Only a 

minority, when they become parents, provide formal Jewish educa

tion for their children, and in general, the transmission of Jewish 
knowledge, skills and experience is minimal. 

-On every index of Jewish attitudes and practice, couples whose 

born-Gentile spouses have converted to Judaism scored higher than 

other intermarried couples. Indeed, based on what is known about the 

religious and ethnic~life in endogamous marriages, the family life of 

conversionary marnages is more consciously Jewish, both in reli

gious practice and in formal and informal Jewish acculturation of 

children. 
-The factor most responsible for the Jewishness of intermarried 

families-including the conversion of the born-Gentile spouse

would seem to be the extent of Jewish background, knowledge and 

commitment of the born-Jewish spouse. 
-Lack of Jewish identity and practice in intermarried families is 

not the result of pressure by the non-Jewish spouse. Most born-Gentile 
spouses do not identify strongly with the religion of their birth; in fact, 

even among those who did not convert, a minority reported some 

identification with Judaism. Very few of the families expressed a 

desire to raise their children in a religion other than Judaism, and the 

percentage of children celebrating Christian rites of passage was 
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significantly lower than those experiencing J ew ish rites. Most 
children of intermarriage are being raised without any ethnic or 
relig ious identification. 

-Differences of religious background do not seem to contribute to 
estrangement from parents or to conflicts in family decision-making, 
including decisions about child-rearing. Relationships between both 
born-Jewish and born-Gentile respondents and their parents were 
consistently reported to be close and harmonious. 

-The responses of mixed-marriage couples married by a rabbi 
suggested more Jewish practice than of those who were not (though 
still considerably less than in families where the born-Gentile spouse 
had converted), though there is no basis in the data for assuming that 
rabbinic participation was the cause, rather than the result of such 
greater commitment. In any event, the number of such couples in the 
sample was so small that any interpretation must be considered 
highly speculative. 

General Implications 
The findings summarized above tend to reinforce the fear that 

intermarriage represents a threat to Jewish continuity. Most non
Jewish spouses do not convert to Judaism; the level of Jewish content 
and practice in mixed marriages is low; only about one-third of the 
Jewish partners in such marriages view their children as Jewish; and 
most such children are exposed to little by way of Jewish culture or 
religion. Thus, despite the suggestions of some Jews that inter
marriage may actually add to the Jewish population by bringing non
Jewish spouses and the children of such unions into the Jewish fold, 
this study-conducted with a sample that made optimistic conclu
sions more likely-does not support this hope. It does, however, 
suggest steps the Jewish community might take to ameliorate the 
assimilationist threat inherent in intermarriage. 

One set of data-the findings on conversionary marriages-merits 
particular attention and discussion. Conversionary marriages com
pare favorably not only with mixed marriages, but with endogamous 
marriages as well. In the conversionary marriage, Jewish identity is 
not merely asserted; it is acted upon, particularly with respect to 
religious affiliation and observance. Thus, in some ways, there is 
more reason for optimism about Jewish continuity in families where 
the born-Gentile spouse has converted to Judaism than there is in the 
typical endogamous family . 

Identity formation is too complex a process for anyone to conclude 
from these data how many, and to what degree, the children of 
conversionary marriages will remain Jewish. It seems clear, how-
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ever, that where conversion takes place, the fact that one of the 
spouses was not born Jewish is no obstacle to a Jewish family life. 

The concept of conversion is, of course, a matter of considerable 
controversy in the Jewish community. Many religious and communal 
leaders view it as a primarily Christian preoccupation, and regard 
conversions that accompany intermarriage as "conversions of con
venience," from which little positive Judaism can be expected. Yet 
this study suggests that such conversions often provide a valuable 
reservoir of committed and involved Jews. 

In mixed ~arriages, too, the study points to opportunities for the 
Jewish community to ponder. For while the findings document an 
absence of Jewish practice in such families, they also show that most 
born-Jewish spouses retain a sense of being Jewish and that as many 
as 20 percent of the families act on this identification in meaningful 
ways. Equally significant are the indications that the lack of Jewish 
involvement stems from the disinterest of the born-Jewish spouses 
rather than from opposition by the born-Gentile spouses, or the 
latter's des ire to raise their children in another relig ion. 

The not-insignificant minority of born-Gentile spouses-perhaps as 
many as 15 percent-who did not convert, but expressed some sense of 
identification with Judaism, may also point up a valuable potential 
for the Jewish community. Some of these born-Gentile spouses, 
particularly those who experience religious feelings, may be pre
pared to increase their connections to Judaism, either formally or 
informally, and to accept a more committed Jewish family life. 
- The changing role and position of women in America also merits 
attention in this regard. Traditionally, more Jewish men than women 
have intermarried; but there is evidence that the rate of inter
marriage among Jewish women is rising. In this study, intermarried 
Jewish men have been-more likely than Jewish women to infuse their 
family lives with J ewi~h content. If this is generally true (and there is 
conflicting data on the matter), it seems likely that a greater 
involvement of women in Jewish religious life would increase the 
Jewish component in intermarriage. 

What must be kept in mind , in reviewing this and other studies of 
intermarriage, is that while the level of Jewish involvement and 
practice in mixed marriages is lower than in endogamous families, it 
is disturbingly low in the latter as well. If the decline of Jewish 
practice represents a threat to Jewish continuity, the threat cuts 
across exogamy-endogamy lines. A large minority of American 
Jews-perhaps even the majority-do little to express their Jewish 
identity and even less to pass that identity on to their children. Yet, in 
a free and open society, Jewish continuity can only be predicated on 
ongoing Jewish commitment and practice, and on the rediscovery by 
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many Jews of the bases of Jewish commitment. 
While such a reacculturation is especially urgent for Jews who 

intermarry, and for their children, the question remains whether 
intermarriage is primarily a cause or a symptom of the general 
decline in Jewish identity, commitment and practice. 

Certainly assimilation is not unique to the intermarried; nor can it 
be assumed that if the Jewish respondents in this study had married 
Jews, the Jewish quality of their family lives in all or even most cases 
would have differed significantly. (Undoubtedly, however, those who 
married spouses more J ewishly involved than themselves would have 
had a more Jewish influence in their homes.) 

There are other relevant questions to be asked: To what extent does 
having two Jewish parents, rather than one, and an extended Jewish 
family, affect Jewish feelings in children? To what extent does having 
a Jewish spouse, µer se, increase the likelihood that a previously 
uninvolved Jewish adult will intensify his or her Jewish involvement 
or that of their children? To what extent does the feeling and 
transmission of dos µi11tele 11irl-the Jewish spark-decline in the 
context of intermarriage? The answers are not at hand. But it seems 
safe to assume that intermarriage is both a cause and an effect of 
assimilation, and part of a much wider phenomenon. While it would 
be a mistake to ignore its dangers, it is equally wrong to try to deal 
with it apart from the broad context in which it occurs. 

* * * 
The policy responses to this study must, of course, evolve from 

broad discussion within and among all segments of the Jewish 
community. But certain implications appear self-evident. 

Since intermarriage is likely to increase, rather than decrease, in 
the foreseeable future, the greatest counterbalance to the assimila
tionist thrust of such marriages, in the short run, would seem to be an 
increase in the conversion rate among born-Gentile spouses. Since the 
study suggests that more such spouses may be open to conversion than 
is generally assumed, and that a failure to convert before marriage 
does not necessarily close the door to such a move later, the Jewish 
community would do well to examine what steps it can take to 
encourage such moves. 

However, since the majority of born-Gentile spouses are not likely 
to convert to Judaism, the development of a constructive response to 
mixed marriages must be high on the Jewish communal agenda. For 
though the study reveals little Jewish content in mixed marriages, it 
points to apathy, ignorance and confusion, rather than rejection or 
hostility. The Jewish community should provide the positive experi
ences and increased exposures that may lead to greater involvement. 
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The findings all seem to suggest the need for formal and informal 
programs of outreach to the intermarried by communal organiza
tions and the Jewish community as a whole. They also suggest that the 
most important focus of such outreach must be education, directed 
not solely to the Jewish spouse, but to the couple and to their children. 
The goal should be to enable both Jewish and non-Jewish spouses to 
learn more about the Jewish religious and cultural tradition, and to 
help them to make their family life and the education of their children 
more Jewish-oriented. 

Obviously, the spirit in which outreach is conducted is as important 
as its content. Our attitude toward the intermarried should be that of 
welcome, not only because they are our children, or because com
munal etiquette requires it, but because their Jewish feelings and 
connections are of value and importance to us. 

Nor is the urgency of adult Jewish education and communal 
outreach limited to the intermarried. If it is important to encourage 
more conversions to Judaism among the intermarried, it is even more 
important for many who were born Jewish to experience a learning 
similar to conversion. 

There is a crying need to strengthen Jewish experience and identity 
among American Jews, from early childhood on, ana to continue those 
ties in both endogamous and exogamous marriage. In the long run, 
this is the only way to assure Jewish continuity and to provide for a 
meaningful Jewish future. 
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CONVERTS AND CONVERSION TO JUDAISM 
Some Study Questions and Resource Materials 

On December 2, 1978, the President of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler. raised the important subject of converts to Judaism before 
the UAHC Board of Trustees, (If you wish a copy of his talk, write to the UAHC 
Program Department at the address above . .} His remarks were well publicized, and sub
sequently, Reform Jews throughout the nation have begun to discuss various aspects of 
his proposals. Those proposals, briefly srnmnarized, were: 

1 . To intensify formal and informal Jewish education within the Reform synagogue 
and the Reform movement; 

2. To develop a sensitive program of welcoming and involving converts to Judaism; 

3. To develop an effective outreach program by which the Reform synagcgue can 
respond to the social and emotional stresses experienced by mixed marriage couples; 

4. To plan a special program to bring the message of Judaism to those who wish 
to examine or embrace it; and 

5. To appoint a special task force of members of the UAHC Board of Trustees to 
examine the recommendations for implementation by the movement. 

The UAHC Board of Trustees adopted Rabbi Schindlerts proposals. A task force is 
at work exploring them. All members of the Reform movement will be hearing more on 
this subject in the months ahead. 

Vb.ic.1.J.1:i1.:,J..on Qu.v.ition/2 

In the wake of this action, some congregations have already begun to inquire about 
resource materials so that they can arrange Adult Jewish Education programs on the 
subject of converts and conversion to Judaism, More specifically, they have asked for 
background information on such questions as: 

Is Judaism a missionary faith? Is it now, or has it ever been? 
Are converts full-fledged members of the Jewish people? 
What are our attitudes towards converts? 

Rabbi Schindler's talk touched on some of these questions. To supplement his 
remarks, and to suggest additional resource materials bearing on each of the questions, 
the UAHC Department of Adult Jewish Studies is offering this new AJS item. 

AJS-22 



2 . CONVERTS TO JUDAISM 

Some. Rv.iowr.c.e. Mate.JU'..al6 

Bamberger, Bernard. Pno-0e.f.ywm in the. Talmudic. Pwod. Rev. ed., 1968. Order from 
KTAV Publishing Co., 75 Varrick St., New York, N.Y. 10013. $15.00. 

Eichhorn, David Max, ed. Conve.Mion to Jud<U6m: A H~tony and Anal.y-0~. 1965. Order 
from KTAV, see address above. $10.00. 

Enc.yc.lopa.e.dia. Judcuc.a.. See article on "Proselytes." Vol. 13, pp. 1182-1194. 

Gatv., ofi Milzva.h: A G~de. to the. Je.wl6h Ufie. Cyc.le.. 
Rabbis, 790 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021. 
1979; will contain some information on converts 
Order from the CCAR or Sisterhood Judaica Shop. 

Central Conference of American 
To be available approx. March, 

and the conversion process. 
Hardcover, $8.95; soft, $4.95. 

Greenberg, Hayim. Essay entitled "The Universalism of the Chosen People" in the book, 
The Inne.n Eye, vol. 1. Jewish Frontier Assn., New York, 1953. Also reprinted in 
paperback, Ha.y,im Gne.e.nbe.ng Anthology, Wayne State U. Press. Detroit, 1968. Note 
that both the hardcover and the paperback anthology are out of print. Your temple 
library may have a copy or your temple librarian may be able to borrow a copy on 
inter-library loan. The essay is extraordinary and well worth your efforts to 
obtain it. 

Kee.ping Po-0te.d. Issue entitled "Is Judaism a Missionary Faith? Should Jews 
Proselytize?" Vol. :xxi, no. 2 Nov., 1975. Order #840410, Regular student's 
edition: 75¢ each. Order #840412, Teacher's/Leader's edition, $1.00 each. Order 
directly from Keeping Posted office, 838 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 10021. 
Contents of issue: "Are We a Missionary Religion?" by Dr. Bernard Bamberger; 
"Let's Encourage Converts," by Rabbi Gilbert Kallin; and "A Jew by Choice" by 
Marcia Falconer. Teacher's/Leader's edition contains 8 pages of teaching 
material, discussion questions and bibliography. 

Kukoff, Lydia. Article, "And the Stranger Who Dwells among You ... " in COMPASS 
magazine, Fall/Winter, 1978. Order through UAHC Department of Education, 838 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021. $1.75. 

Montefiore, C,G. & Loewe, H. A Ra.bbinlc. Anthology. Schocken paperback, 1974, $7.50. 
See chapter xxx, "On Proselytes," and also Index for additional references. Order 
from Schocken Books, 200 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 

Rosenbloom, Joseph R. Conve.Mion to Jud<U6m: Fnom the. &i..bUc.al. Pwod to the. Pnue.nt. 
Hebrew Union College Press, 1978. Distributed and sold by KTAV Publishing Co. 
(See full address above.) $10.00. 

Seltzer, Sanford. Jew.o and Non-]eJ,IJl.i Fal.ling in Love.. UAHC Publications Department, 
838 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021. Order #164050. $2.50 each. 

NOTE: You will find additional bibliography in the KP Teacher's/Leader's edition, and 
also in Rosenbloom. The Seltzer pamphlet contains a number of appendices, including: 
CCAR Resolutions and Statements on Mixed Marriage, 1909, 1919; CCAR Resolution of 
the Committee on Mixed Marriage, 1973; CCAR Resolution on the status of children of 
a mixed marriage where father is Jewish and mother is not, 1947; and text of a Reform 
Marriage Ceremony. Appendix #7 lists the names and addresses of UAHC Councils and 
Federations where persons may obtain information regarding interfaith marriages 
and "Introduction to Judaism" programs. 



CONVERTS TO JUDAISM 

Quution6 a.nd Some. Re1.>0Ull.c.e/2 to Find Fu..U.Vt An6WVL6 

1. I.6 Judwm a. m,<,.6.6ionaJLlj fia.Uh? 1.6 li now, olL hM li e.vVt be.e.n? 

A. In a word, Yes. We sought converts in the biblical and especially in the 
talmudic period, and we were highly successful in gaining new adherents. 
Consult resources listed on page 2, especially Encyclopaedia Judaica (EJ); 
Bamberger; Bamberger in Keeping Posted: and Rosenbloom. 

Who WM the. 6illt c.onve.lL.t. a.nd the. 6fut mL6.6ionaJLtj? 

3. 

A. Abraham, according to our tradition, See Genesis 17:26-27. He was circum

cised at the age of 99. All of his retainers and household servants, and 
his first son, Ishmael, were circumcised at the same time. 

3. Wha..t. othVt biblic.a.1. e.vi.de.nc.e. e.w.t..6? 

A. The most famous of all converts, next to Abraham, was Ruth, the Moabite 

woman who voluntarily declared to her mother-in-law, Naomi: "Your people 
shall be my people, and your God my God." (See the book of Ruth.) 
According to Bamberger in KP, the prophets Zechariah (8:23) and Isaiah 
(56:6-7) reached out to non-Jews. 

4. Wha..t. WVte. the. attitude!.> o 6 the. Ra.bb,i,,6 .towaJLdJ., .the. plLo.6 e.lyte. dUfL,{,ng T a.1.mud,i,c. time!.>? 

A. According to Bamberger (p.169 of his book), the Rabbis were overwhelmingly 

favorable both to conversion and converts. According to the EJ, vol.13, 
p.1185, the attitude in the Talmud and the midrashim toward the proselyte 
"is usually positive," although some authorities were opposed to the concept 

of conversion and proselytes. The "deciding factors" in this opposition, "were 

usually contemporary conditions and the personal experiences of the rabbis." 
Rosenbloom discusses attitudes as well as history in his chaps. 6 and 7. See 

Rabbinic Anthology for examples of rabbinic thinking about converts. 

5, UndVt Ch!Lb.,tia.n OIL MU.6Um Jt.Ule., Je.vJ.6 WVte. 601Lbidde.n to .6e.e.k. oJt a.c.c.e.pt c.onvVt.t..6. 

We.Jte. the.Jte. no c.onvVt.t..6 .to Judwm a.6te.Jt the. 6oUJt.t.h c.e.n.t.Ull.y? 

A. According to Bamberger in KP, "conversions to Judaism continued in virtually 

every country and every century,"' Rosenbloom discusses the medieval period 

at length in his chapters 11~15; also consult EJ. 

6. Wha..t. ,i,,6 the. bu.t-k.nown in6ta.nc.e. 06 mM.6 c.onve.Mion to Juda.,i,,6m? 

A. In 740, the pagan king of the Khazars and many of his nobles converted to 
Judaism. (See KP for a clear map of the Khazar kingdom.) Rosenbloom 
discusses this and other episodes of mass conversion to Judaism, 
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1. Whe.n and why cud .the. a.ftl:tu.de. on .the. Mbb,u.. and .the. Je.wish c.orrmunJ...ty .towaJtd6 
pnohel,y.tu and c.onve.nhion c.hange.? 

A. Bamberger writes (in KP): "Beginning about 1600, there seems to have been 
a change of attitude among rabbis and among the rank and file of the 
Jewish community. They now became reluctant to accept converts and went 
far beyond the talmudic rule in discouraging them. The reasons are not 
entirely clear." The EJ states that in Poland and Lithuania in the 16th 
century, "the Jews increasingly withdrew from the outside world." The 
penalties for attempting to win converts were very harsh. Part of this 
withdrawal can be traced to fear and insecurity. The EJ then goes on 
to discuss how the Enlightenment reinforced the negative Jewish attitude 
on welcoming converts: "Emphasis on Jewish tolerance (of Christians) and 
abandonment of all active proselytizing became a fixed principle in 
modern Jewish apologetics. This apologetical attitude even influenced 
study of the past, and historical accounts tended to ignore that active 
Jewish proselytization had occurred, as if Judaism had never desired 
to make converts." 

8. Vou Re.nollm Juda,.U,m -0hane. .the. ne.gative. a.ftl:tu.de. on we.1,c.oming c.onvVvt.6? 

A. According to Eichhorn writing in the EJ, vol. 13, pp.1192-1193, "U.S. 
Reform Judaism has maintained that Jews have an obligation to teach 
their religion to all mankind and to attract like-minded non-Jews into 
the Jewish community." See Eichhorn's book; Bamberger in KP. Consult 
the new Ga.tu on Mlt.zvah for some examples of the Reform Jewish approach. 

9, ShaLt we. e.nc.ounage. c.onvVvt.6? 

A. Rabbi Schindler's affirmative point of view appears in his talk to the 
UAHC Board of Trustees, Bamberger and Kollin (both in KP) and also 
Rosenbloom answer affirmatively. 

10. Whe.ne. do we. nind Je.AA.,6h oppo-0-ition .to he.e.fung c.onvVvt.6? 

A. Among Orthodox rabbis here and in Israel, who refuse to recognize the 
legitimacy of conversions performed by Reform or Conservative rabbis. 
Bamberger and Kollin describe Orthodox opposition in KP. Kollin goes 
further and also finds opposition among certain "liberal" Jews who believe 
-- according to Kollin -- that "it is improper, even unethical, to try to 
wean persons from the religion of their birth or choice, After all, if 
all religions are good, it is 'bad form' to suggest that yours is better." 
Kollin goes on to find a third group of opponents to conversion programs 
among "less Jewishly-educated Jews ... who can't understand why anybody 
who doesn't have to be Jewish would want to become Jewish .... For Jews 
of this type, 'Jewish' is something you are, not something you can become." 
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11. How -l6 :the. Je1Al<.,6h Jte.lu.c;tanc.e. to -0e.e.k. c.onv~ 1te.gaJLde.d by -0ome. non-Je.«16? 

A. Kollin in KP describes an episode wherein a Black fundamentalist 
perceives our reluctance as arrogance. The essay by Hayim Greenberg 
listed on page 2 quotes George Bernard Shaw and H.G. Wells to the 
effect that we Jews are racist. Greenberg then goes on to refute 
those ugly charges. His refutation is first-rate. 

12. Whe.Jte. YJl,lght we. 6hid pote.n:U.ai. c.onv~ to Judo.Mm? 

5. 

A. Schindler cites the non-Jewish spouses of mixed marriages, and also "those 
reared in non-Jewish homes ... the seekers after truth ... the alienated and 
rootless." Kollin in KP mentions "God-seekers, educated, mobile and 
often nominal Christians who are disaffiliated" for many reasons. 

13. What aJLe. -0ome. 06 the. p1toblem6 06 pote.n:U.ai. c.onv~ to Judo.Mm? 

A. Kollin describes -them graphically in KP: "They have to shop around for a rabbi 
or teacher ... We generally conduct conversions quietly, almost as if this 
were a matter of shame .... The convert must be warned that some of his 
new-found Jewish brothers and sisters may reject him as a Jew: and further, 
that if he should opt for aliyah to Israel, he is virtually assured of 
rejection by the Orthodox rabbinate of Israel." 

14. What 6am,i.,U,a.l p1toblem6 c.a.n all.Me. -ln a. m-lxe.d maJVU.a.ge.? 

A. See Sanford Seltzer's book listed on page 2 Seltzer cites a variety of 
difficulties that can arise between the couple and parents, between the 
husband and wife, and within the person who is embarking on a mixed marriage, 
with or without prior conversion to Judaism by the non-Jewish spouse. 
Schindler mentions the "ambivalences" felt by some non-Jewish spouses 
particularly on Christmas and Easter. 

15. How do c.onv~ de.0-lne. :thw g1te.a.te.-0t p1to ble.m? 

A, Schindler quotes a letter from a woman, "Jane," who resents being referred to 
as a convert ten years after the conversion process. This same complaint is 
voiced by Marcia Falconer in KP: "The most far-reaching and difficult problem 
the convert must face is the second-class status he is often given by the 
Jewish community. Many born Jews have trouble in thinking of the convert as 
a 'real' Jew .. Some converts feel that the word 'convert' is a stigma." 

16. How c.a.n "boJtn Je.w.6" a.MA.At the. "Je.w.6 by c.hoic.e.'f? 

A. Kukoff advocates the formation of a chavurah for converts as a support system 



6. CONVERTS TO JUDAISM 

for new Jews by choice. On the other hand, Falconer insists that "many 
born Jews are ignorant of the fact that converts do not want to be singled 
out for special help ... We do not want a protected status, but only to be 
accepted and treated as equals." It would seem -- at the very minimum -
that "born Jews" must begin to alter their manner and attitudes towards 
these Jews-by-choice, 

17. What ,u., :the "n.a.:twr.a..U.zation" pltoc.<UJ.i? 

A. Schindler notes that "those who choose to become Jews quickly learn that they 
have adopted something far more than a religion; they have adopted a people 
with its own history, its way of life." To history and folkways, we should 
also add Jewish values, outlook, way of prayer, rituals, vocabulary, and re
sponsibilities to the community. All of this can be called "naturalization." 

18. Me c.onvvr.t:6 ou..lt-6ledged membVt.6 o0 the Je.wi.-6h people? 

A. We regard them to be fully equal members of the synagogue family. Schindler 
quotes the reply of Moses Maimonides to a query from a convert, 

7 9. Wha,t dou Ju.da,u.,m oooeJt to a. J.iinc.eJte J.ieek.e1t a.oteJr.. God? 

A. Schindler notes a number of points: 
Judaism offers life, not death. 
Judaism teaches free will, not surrender of body and soul to another 

human being. 
Judaism insists that man and society are perfectible, 
The Jew prays directly to God, not through an intermediary. 
Judaism is a religion of hope, not despair. 

Kollin in KP adds to the list: 
Intellectual openness, with emphasis on continuing study and a great 

diversity of theological thought and discussion. 
A deeply rooted sense of history. 
Jewish family ties, 
A number of burning contemporary causes. 
A rich and growing ethnic culture, 
An appealing pattern of religious rites and ceremonials in the home. 

What additional points would you add? 

Some Su.ggution6 ooJt V-l6c.u.J.,.6ion G1tou.p.6 

These questions and resources for answering them can· be used by Adult Jewish study 
groups as a three-part discussion series each session extending for at least two hours. 
The questions can be divided as follows:• 

Session I. 
Session II. 

Session III. 

Is Judaism a Missionary Faith? (Questions #1-7) 
How Does Reform Regard Converts and Conversion? What are 

Some of the Problems Facing Converts? (Questions #8-14) 
How Can Born Jews Help Jews-by-Choice? What Does Judaism 

Offer to Potential Converts? (Questions #15-19.) 

The resource materials listed on page 2 ought to be assembled and distributed 
to all members .of the discussion group for reading b~fore the sessions are held. 

# 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

At our last 0/3 convention, a new approach to Sister
hood programming was launched. 0/3 has devised 4 
11 package programs 11 which are available to any 0/3 
Sisterhood for a regular monthly meeting, celebration 
of a holiday, membership orientation and involvement, 
or public affairs event. Each 11 package program 11 in
cludes instructions to cover publicity, invitations, 
and hospitality, as well as preparation of the materials 
the program requires. A district person will work with 
you in advance and be with you on the day the program 
is presented. The minimum cost is $35 per package. 

Several programs have already been successfully pre
sented. The program which highlights NFTS projects, 
11 Close Encounters of the NFTS Kind 11

, was presented to 
all Sisterhoods in the Northern Tier at their recent 
meeting in Toronto. The Binghamton Sisterhood also 
mounted a successful production of this program. We 
hope as a result of these programs to see greater 
awareness and interest in the NFTS Seminarium at 
Kibbutz Yahel as well as increased contributions to 
the YES Fund and sales of Uniongrams. World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, the Jewish Braille Institute and 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion can 
also be showcased in this presentation. 
Also on package programs, a letter from Ellen Salth, 
President of the Sisterhood of Sinai Reform Temple, 
Bay Shore: 

" ... I am happy we used the package program on 
child abuse. We found it interesting and valuable 
and Carol (Lowenstein - D/3 V.P.) was a great 
moderator ... The discussion was revealing as to 
what was going on in the community. The need for 
a day care center catering to middle income 
families became apparent. We are going to look 
into this ... the program was very well received." 

As Sisterhoods plan for the 1979-80 season we expect 
many more requests for 11 package programs 11

• Remember 
3 months advance notice is required so district has 
adequate time to assign personnel who will help pre
sent the program. Please refer to the orange brochure 
11 0/3 Package Programming 11 which was mailed to all 
Sisterhood presidents in January. Descriptions of the 
programs mentioned above are in the brochure as well 
as the program for membership involvement, 11 We Shall 
Do - We Sha 11 Share 11

, and for study, 11 The Mezzuzah -
A Link to the Land 11

• 

Judith Hertz 

D/3, NFTS rv'EETIMJS: 
'IDRONTO CONFEREt.cE 

In April, a most stimulating and 
successful 2-day meeting was held 
in Toronto for Upper New York State 
and Canadian Sisterhoods. Members 
learned about "The Multiple Woman•: 
(You). They learned a different view 
of their potential, techniques of 
leadership and how to achieve 
effective action in their Sisterhoods. 

This issue 1 Highlights 1 several 
significant D/3 meetings to be 
held in the near future. 

LONG ISIAND ZONE DAYS 

May 24th, 1979 
Temple Beth Torah, Dix Hills 

June 11th, 1979 
Temple Beth Am, Merrick 

WESTCHESTER, RCCKLAND and 
CONNOCTICUT ZONE DAY 

June 7th, 1979 
Larchmont Temple 
OORTHERN TIER AREA MEETIN:; 

June 18th, 1979 
Temple Gates of Heaven,Schenectady 
Keynote speaker - Ellie Schwartz 
Executive Director of NFTS 
stM1ER PATI'ERNS 

Ju ll_ 9th, 1979 
Temple Beth Sholom, Flushing 
The Feminine Critique" 

11 The Feminine Mystique 20 years Later" 
l.Are women really free? Free for what? 
2.ls there such a thing as womanpower? 

• Distinquished speakers will discuss the 
above and many other questions. More 
information will follow. 
OORTHERN TIER ZONE DAY 

October 30th, 1979 
Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo 
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Please make the following 
corrections on your lists: 

G[()(;IIAPHIC {blue sheet) 

Page 1: Temple Habon1m, NYC 
Delete:Pres1dent Eva Jacoby 
Add President: Mrs. Marion Lust 

114 E. 84th Street 
New York, NY 10028 

Page 2: Ellen Heffan, District Board 
Correct address and phone no.: 
30 Fleetwood Ave. 
Mt. Vernon, NY 10552 
(914) 699-3462 
Temple Sinai, Mt. Vernon 

Page 2: Hebrew Tabernacle, NYC 
Delete President:Mrs. Gusti Abraham 
Add President:Mrs. Elsa F. Katz 

630 Ft. Washington Avenue 
New York, NY 10040 

Page 6: Temple Emanu-El, Long Beach 
Delete:President Ellen Schneiweis 
Add President:Sheila Kleinman 

117 Regent Drive 
Lido Beach, NY 11561 
(516) 431-8738 

Page 7: Temple Emanue-El, East Meadow 
Mrs. Anita Schoenbart 
Change Phone No. to:(516)-794-8575 

Page 9: Larchmont Temple 
Correct Phone No.: (914) 834-6120 

Page 13:Add Area Representative : 
Myrna Potechin 
2 Gerrilyn Ct. 
Ottawa, Ontario K2J 1H4 
(613) 825-4149 

BOARD LIST (green sheet) 

Page 2: Shirley Schledierer 
Correct: Shirley Schleiderer 

PRESIDENT: JUDITH HERTZ 
200 East 71st St. 
New York, NY 10021 

EDI'IOR: PffiGY BENNETl' 
312 Ronbru Drive 
New Rochelle,NY 10804 

Material for Sept. '79 NEWSLETI'ER 
Im.1st be received by July 28,1979 

SUBSCRIPl'ION RATES FOR NEWSLETI'ER: 
3 issues beginning Sept. 179: $1.oo 
Mail to editor 
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WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND and CONNECTICUT. ZONE held an area 
day for Presidents in December. Out of that meeting came 
a suggestion by the Presidents to hold a day for their 
Vice-Presidents. 0/3 V.P.Lois Braun followed through and 
after having to cancel for a snow storm, finally held a 
meeting for the area V.P.s at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. The Presidents, district leaders and consult
ants prepared a lovely luncheon for the V.P.s who spent 
the entire morning talking about problems and ways to go 
about solving_ them. Gerry Voit acted as facilitator and 
worked to elicit problems and seek solutions. 

Everyone came together for lunch and a talk by Sandy 
Kelley and Polly Rothstein, discussing the Religious 
Coalition for Abortion Rights and the problem in the NY 
State Legislature to cut off Medicaid Funds for abortion 
for poor women. They informed us of Sisterhood support 
of the Pro-Choice side and the need to lobby in Albany 
every Tuesday during March. 

After a wrap-up the meeting was adjourned with plans 
underway for a Zone Day on June 7th at Larchmont Temple. 
The Presidents had discussed this while their V.P.s were 
meeting in the morning. The Zone Day will have workshops 
in the morning, followed by luncheon prepared by the 
hostess Sisterhood and in the afternoon a dialogue 
between Rabbi H. Leonard Poller and Rabbi Jack Stern Jr. 

LIFT 
l.£ADERS INTENSIVE FITNESS TRAINING 

THURSDAY - May 24 - Temple Beth Torah, Dix Hills: 

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE ONE'S GOALS 

Keynote Speaker - Cantor Sarah Sager 
Temple Beth Am, Merrick 

Workshops for large and small Sisterhoods in Social Action, 
Programming, Membership, Study and Fundraising. 

MONDAY - JUNE 11 - Temple Beth Am, Merrick 
SKILLS, TECHNIQUES & KNOWLEDGE TO BE A SUPERFIT LEADER 

Training Sessions in Goals, Roles and Skills: Running a 
Meeting, Writing a Report, Making a Speech, Compiling 
Info., Changing Jobs, Working with other Committees and 
Organizations, Sharing Responsibility, Parliamentary 
Procedures, Valuing Your Worth. 

A separate registration is required for each of the two 
days - $2.50 per person - send to: 

Mrs. Judith Lichtenstein, 284 N. Poplar St. 
N. Massapequa, N.Y. 11758 



DISTRICT DOINGS 
PROGRAM 

Sisterhood of Community Synagogue, Rye, sponsored a very stimulating program at an 
Open Meeting. Ms. Annette Daum spoke on 11 Do Women Want to Be More Than Equal?" In 
March they hosted two ·programs for the congregation; the first on Purim customs and 
the second, a program on Passover customs which was co-ordinated with a model Seder. 

Beth Israel Sisterhood, Plattsburgh, had a unique opportunity to pledge on-going 
support for the continued growth of Progressive Judaism in Israel. One of their members 
was leaving to make aliyah and the Sisterhood President hosted a farewell party for her 
in honor of Kibbutz Yahel. The highlight of the afternoon was the film "Spring in the 
Desert~ Sangria wine and cheeses were served. 

Sisterhood of Temple Emanuel,New Hyde Park, held their Annual Uniongram Meeting in 
January. Rabbi David E. Powers reviewed the book "Short Friday" by Isaac Bashevis Singer. 
Admission was a $2 packet of Uniongrams. In April Cantor Ephriam Steinhauer presented 
a film strip and narration on Kibbutz Yahel - he realted his own experiences there. 

Sisterhood of Solel Congregation, Mississauga, Ontario, in January wrote and presented 
a beautiful and moving 'candlelite service' honoring the opening of their new synagogue. 
At their monthly meeting they heard. a geneticist who spoke about Jewish and other 
genetic diseases. In March, they met and talked with a consumer consultant. 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Staten Island, started off their Fall season with an 
Israeli night - their guest artist was a cantorial student who entertained with Israeli, 
Yiddish and Hassidic Folk songs. The paid-up membership breakfast centered around a skit 
(role-played by Sisterhood members) entitled 11 Women, Ten Years Hence~ The third program 
dealt with the "Abused Child" - a socio-action drama. The last program was a fund-raiser 
for Kibbutz Yahel with a guest speaker from NFTY who showed slides and discussed and 
answered questions regarding life on the Kibbutz. Monies were raised with a plant 
sale and $1 from all who attended. 

~omen's Guild of Free Synagogue of Westchester, Mt.Vernon, at their January luncheon 
presented the noted art historian, Marlene Barasch, who lectured on 11 The Times of King 
Tut 11 with slides on both Egypt and the artifacts currently on exhibit at the Met.In 
March, there was a bus trip to the British Art Collection at Yale and a luncheon meeting 
featuring Art Lecturer Marvin Schwartz who spoke on "Discovering the World of Antiques~ 
In May, Bill Schuster, the only authentic professional Shanty Man left in America, will 
entertain. 

Sisterhood of Concord Temple, Binghamton, at an evening meeting heard Ronald Ferdie 
speak on the "Origins of the Jewish Calendar~ The Continuing Education Committee pre
sented an Educational Experience on 3 successive Sunday mornings in the form of a group 
dialogue led by Rabbi Elihu Schagrin - 11 Where We Are; Where We are Going as Reform Jews 
A Centenary Perspective~ 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Jamaica, heard Rabbi Ronald Millstein speak on a topic 
chosen for its timeliness and thought-provoking qualities -~ 11 Test Tube Babies: Science 
Confronts Ethics~ An open discussion followed the talk. At another luncheon meeting, a 
group of budding women writers offered selected readings of their own work. A writing 
workshop meets Thursday afternoons, free of charge to Sisterhood and Temple members. 
This group of enthusiastic women, novices at creative writing, have produced some 
remarkable and delightful pieces. 

Women's Guild of Jewish Comnunity Center, White Plains, at their January luncheon heard 
Jane Boutelle, author of "Lifetime Fitness for Women" present a lecture-demonstration. 
The Boutelle method combines her knowledge of movement education, body mechanics and 
dance. She teaches a program of Lifetime Fitness through natural actions. In March, 

- more - 3 
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their Annual Scholarship Luncheon was held at Bergdorf-Goodman with fashions, flowers, 
a champagne lunch and music. For Sisterhood Sabbath, Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb, who serves 2 
congregations for deaf people in NY, was their guest. They explored the Biblical 
stories of several women who lived during the period of the Exodus. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth-tl, Chappaqua, heard Rabbi Chaim Stern speak on intermarriage 
in January. At their February luncheon meeting, Dianna Kleinman, from the Conway Diet 
Institute, spoke about "How To Stay On a Diet•~ 

Sisterhood of Temple Avodah, Oceanside, meetings have included a Lunch and Learning 
Afternoon with a speaker on nutrition and health food, a night of aerobic dancing, a 
speaker from the Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry and "Law for the Laywoman" 
which featured a panel of lawyers who discussed marital and criminal law, as well as 
estate planning. In April they sponsored a Health Fair for the entire congregation and 
community testing for various diseases. 

Sisterhood of Temple Shaaray Tefila, Manhattan, has plans for two social and fund-raising 
functions. One is a tour of Lincoln Center followed by a tea in the lounge of Avery 
Fisher Hall. In June, there will be a bus trip to the Storm King Art Center. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth Emeth, Brooklyn, held a special Brunch meeting to which 
husbands and children were invited as guests. The program was a dialogue and slide 
presentation on "Tut-ank-amen" by Jeanette Bragin, of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and a Sisterhood member. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth El, Niagara Falls)at a luncheon meeting heard Mrs. Thomas 
Hooker, Chairman of Health Education Committee of the Niagara Falls Medical Center teach 
and demonstrate the Heimlich Method. In February, a film and program on Breast Cancer 
was presented by Temple Beth Israel. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El, Great Neck, held their 26th Annual joint Sisterhood 
meeting at Temple Emanuel. The use of a new format, gathering at 8 PM, was chosen with 
the hope that many working members, and women unable to leave children during the day 
would be encouraged to attend. The guest speaker was Bel Kaufman. In March, Libby , 
Hillman, noted culinary expert and cookbook author, demonstrated her unique recipes 
in her most unique fashion. Regina Rosenfeld demonstrated how to transform "shopping 
basket produce" into treats for the eye and palate. Book reviews, by Rabbi Davidson 
and Rabbi Gelfand, included "Living with the Bible" by Moshe Dayan and "A Jew Today" 
by Elie Wiesel. 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Lawrence, at their February luncheon heard Dr. Myron M. 
Teitelbaum speak on "The Changing Female Role and its effect on -- families, marriage, 
divorce, sexuality and child-rearing~ Also in February, at the Annual Interfaith 
Luncheon, members representing the Five Towns' Churches and Synagogues, heard Rev. 
Judith Bennett and Sister Pat McGill on "Women of the Bible'~ 

Sisterhood of Temple B'rith Kodesh, Rochester,AT THEIR Annual Interfaith Tea co
sponsored by the Women's Association of the Jew.ish Community Federation, heard a 
most interesting program - "A Bridge to Understanding: The panel included members of 
the Women's Interfaith Coalition Middle East Study Tour. The discussion focused on 
women in Egypt, Israel and Jordan. 

Sisterhood of Vassar Temple, Poughkeepsie, at their January meeting heard Ruth Humphries 
on the subject of ''Battered Wives: In April there was a panel discussion of the 
fascinating book "My Mother, Myself~• 

S~sterhood of Borough_Park Progressive Synagogue, Brooklyn, in January heard Ms Gloria 
T1tle, · a psychotherapist, speak on "Pressures and Strains as we Grow Old: 

- more -



Sisterhood of Temple Sinai, Roslyn Heights, featured a Fashion Show, "Spring Fever" 
at their Annual Uniongram Luncheon. In February "Luncheon of the Nile" presented a 
lecture and slides of treasures from the old kingdoms. 

STUDY 

Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El,Utica, has a "Morning with the Rabbi" series. In 
January the topic was an article printed in the Times, where Rabbi Schindler urged 
a program to convert seekers to Judaism. In March the subject was "Jews in Iran~ 

Women's Guild of Jewish Community Center, White Plains,under the guidance of Rhoda 
Kornreich, M.S. in Counseling, sponsored a workshop designed for women who would like 
to take a fresh comprehensive look at themselves and their lives, and decide how they 
relate to family, work, study, leisure, creativity, and friends, etc. Participants 
explored their own values, interests, needs, experiences and goals. With a new 
understanding one can choose freely a meaningful lifestyle and reaffirm her 
importance as an individual. 

Sisterhood of Temple Emanuel, New Hyde Park, for their Sisterhood Sabbath presented a 
creative service written by the women in their Study Group. The subject was the 
contribution of Post Biblical Jewish Women: Beruiah, Celia Adler,Naomi Shemer, Lillian 
Wald, Gracia Mendes, Hannah Senesh, Emma Lazarus, Anna Rosenberg, Ernestine Ross 
and Edna Ferber. 

Sisterhood of Community Synagogue, Rye,sponsored a four part seminar on the Holocaust 
given by Jack Polak, a Dutch survivor of Westerbork and Bergen-Belsen. They also 
attended a course on Judaism and Christianity given by Rabbi Robert Rothman. 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Jamaica, is sponsoring a class where women are learning 
Hebrew. The culmination will be a mass Bat Mitzvah at Sisterhood Sabbath in May. 
Another class resumed is the Rabbi's Bible Class. 

Women's Guild of Free Synagogue of Westchester, Mt. Vernon, presented a series of 
6 lectures on "The Golden Age of the Jews in Spain'~ A Sisterhood member, Renee Hymes, 
provided a fascinating insight into this great chapter of Jewish life and history. 

Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Emeth, Albany, held a Shabbat workshop to help families 
make the Shabbat into - day of joyous family living. There were "do-it-yourself" work
shops in foods and crafts, buzz sessions and a Havdalah service. There were presentations 
by students of the Religious School and displays of Kiddush cups, candle holders, Challah 
trays, Havdalah sets, etc. to demonstrate the many ways the Shabbat can beautify the 
home. Buzz groups discussed the family-building values of the Sabbath. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Sisterhood of Temple Emanuel of Canarsie, Brooklyn,is helping in the education of 
newly arrived Russian Jewish immigrant families to introduce them to the English 
language, Jewish tradition and customs. They are given ho~orary ~embership in the . 
Temple. In addition, the teenagers have volunteered remedial assistance to help their 
new friends adjust to a new and rewarding way of living. 

Sisterhood of Temple Israel, Jamaica, is proud to announce that they h~ve ~een selected 
by the JBI to organize a Pilot Project to lay the groundwork for a nationwide volunteer 
program. In December, a group of women spent a day at JBI and participated in a W~rk
shop on "The Dynamics of Aging and Blindness: Problems and Attitudes~ The new proJect, 
referred to as an "Outreach Program" will enable older, visually handicapped people to 
participate in community life. To keep them from withdrawing from life a~d activities, 
the Sisterhood will develop a list of activities available in the community, meet 

- more -
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with community representatives from other organizations, locate visually handi capp.ed 
in the area and distribute information to them on activities and transportation. · 
A very major undertaking and we wish them success. 

Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Emeth, Albany, took part in the annual city-wide 
Women's Interfaith Observance at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church. After a musical 
interlude, Dr. Jean M. Stern, Professor of History at Siena College and regional 
Chairperson of UNICEF, spoke on 11 The Many Levels of IYC~ Members of the Sisterhood 
Legislative Committee attended the Second Annual Family Planning Advocates Legislative · 
Conference. They heard leaders of both parties commit themselves to the concept of 
reproductive freedom; that is, safe abortion and contraceptive services should be 
available to all regardless of age or economic circumstances. 

Sisterhood of Temple Beth Am, Merrick, is busy all year with its efforts in behalf 
of social action and community and world affairs. They are represented in the Yokneam 
Israel Project which is attempting to offer assistance to a small Sephardic town. They 
are members of the Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry and participate in their 
program of writing letters to Soviet Prisoners of Conscience and the Solidarity Day 
March. They also support the Hatzilu (Rescue) Program for the aid of elderly Jewish 
poor in NYC and the International Synagogue at Kennedy Airport. They are looking 
into adopting the family of a Soviet Refusnik and are once again planning an Inter
faith Seder with the Rosary Mothers Society of Cure of Ars. 

Sisterhood of Temple B'Nai Israel, Elmont, is continuing its visits to Creedmore where 
they bring clothing, food and jewelry. In December, they held their first Oneg Shabbat 
which was received with warmth and appreciation. They also visit the Association for 
the Advancement of the Blind and Retarded and held a model Seder for 40 patients there. 
They have taped 65 job descriptions for the Industrial Home for the Blind Junior Out 
Patient Therapy Activity Dept of L.I.Jewish. 

D/3 REACH-OUT TO COLLEGE AGE YOUTH 

,in'N 
.m,i1'~ 

.,, o,;, rm 
;i;:,,,m-~::i 

Would your Sisterhood be willing to extend holiday hospitality to college age 
youth in your area? Please let us kno1tJ if the answer is "yes". 

□/3 is joining forces with the UAHC College Education Department to keep touch with 
our young people after they leave home. Please ask your congregation to submit 
names and addresses of college students to Rabbi Ramie Arian, AssociatA Qirector, 
UAHC College Education Dept., 838 Fifth Ave., NY, NY 10021 (212-249-0100). They 
will be put on the National College Mailing list and will receive the ~-lational 
College Newsletter four times a year and the newspaper Reform Judaism monthly 
at no cost. The most important time to mount a drive to collect the information 
is NOW. 

It has beco~e apparent that young people away from home can more easily be reached 
when there 1s a ca~pus organization. At this time, the colleges listed on Page 7 have 
chavurot (programming groups) and batim (residence units). More groups are being 
formed. It would be worthwhile to publish this list in Temple bulletins. 

Pearl A. Rothman 
Community Temple Beth Or, Brookl~n 
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Name of Collegt 
Group name if any 

SUNY at Albany 
Chavurah-Sambatyon 

Amherst College 

University of Arizona 

Sl/NY at Binghamton 

Boston University 

Brandeis University 

I 

Brown University 
Dovnstair■ Kinyan 

University of Chicago 
The Bayit 

Columbia University 
Liberal Shabbat Minyan 

Cornell University 

t.11,ory Unlverolly 

Unlveraity of Florida 

Harvard Univeraity 

Univeraity of Illinoia 
Student• for Proareaaive Judaiam 
The Bayit 

University of Indiana 

University of Maryland 
Jeviah Community Houae 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Student Contact 

Arnold Cluck 
SUNYA 
1274 Central Ave. 
Albany, N.Y. 12205 

Lawrence Eichenfeld 
Box 1464 
Amherst College 
Amherst, MA 01001 

Lisa Hirsh 
SUPO 9534 
Tucson, AZ 85720 

Sara Glaser 
PO Box 104 3 SUNY 
Binghamton, N.Y. 13903 

David Wolfman 
700 Commonwealth Ave. 
Box 1705-A 
Boston, MA 02215 

Beth Kraus 
Box 1460 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, MA U2154 

Rob Goldberg 
Box 1572 
Brown University 
Providence, R.I. 02912 

David Cher 
5458 So, Everett 
Chicago, IL 60615 

J 1m Schacter 
809 McBain II.all 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

Renni Altman 
High Chaparal 134 
114 Summit Ave. 
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 

J11nl't Tyrol<,r 
llox 13'194 
...,,ory Unlvl!rsity 
Atlant•, CA 30322 

Beverly Engel 
700-202 S,W. 16 Ave. 
Gainesville, FL )2601 

Jonathan Kraus 
Mather House 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Robin Uchitelle 
209 N. Goodwin 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Jim Bennett 
MRC Box 235 
Bloomington, IN 47401 

Lou Rosen 
7712 Mowhett Lane 
Hyattsville, MD 20783 

Benson Margulies 
48 Massachusetta Ave. 1208 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Telephone 

(518) 459-3 ', 76 

(HJ) 542-3044 

(602) 792-9831 

(607) 729-4901 

(617) 353-8704 

(617) 647-4039 

(401) 863-4597 

(312) 752-2159 

(212) 280-7435 

(607) 277-oon ~ 

(404) 6"sJ-21,4 l 

(904) 377-2771 

(617) 498-7348 

(217) 328-6935 

(812) 337-5()16 

(301) 422-7683 

(617) 253-1000 
ext. 59628 

University of Miami (Florida) 

University of Miami (Chio) 
Student Union for Progreaaive 
Judaism 

University of Michigan 
Student Union for Progreaaive 
JudaiAI 

Michigan State Univeraity 

[New York City - Manhattan) 
lleytenu 

[New York City - Manhat~an) 
L'hava 

Northwestern University 

Northwood Institute 

University of Pennsylvania 
Sambatyon 

Princeton University 

University of Rocheater 
Kitoreri 

Rutgers University 
Sambatyon 

University of Southern Florida 

Stanford University 

SUNY at Stony Brook 

Tufts University 

Yale University 

David Federman 
1100 Miller Drive 
Coral Gables, PL 33146 

11.ank Stern 
110 Mary Lyon Hall 
Western Miami U. 
Oxford, OH 45056 

Andrea Fischer 
1415 Markley-Little 
Ann Arbor, KI 48109 

Larry Tisdale 
425 North Wonders 
Michigan State Univeraity 
East Lansing, MI 48820 

Kit Goldfarb 
305 lliverside Drive 
Apt. 1-B 
Nev York, N.Y. 10025 

Jonnthan Could 
326 w. 8~th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

Strve Ledl!r 
2400 Sheridan Rd. 1138 
Evanston, lL 60205 

Steven Levine 
5000 North Saginaw 
R.R. 3 
Midland, MI 48640 

Joanne Fink 
3909 Spruce Street 
P.O. Box 45 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

Ellen Chajson 
112 Joline Hall 
Princeton, N.J. 08540 

Shery Klein 
P.O. Box 6531 
River StatiDn 
Rochester, N.Y. 14627 

Joyce Maged 
69 Guilden Street 
New Brunswick, N.J. 08903 

Marlyn Wolman 
University of So. Fla. 
11133 
Tampa, FL 33620 

{305) 665-6949 

(513) 529-2049 

(313) 764-77~1 • 

(212~ 864-0029 

(212) 873-3364 

(215) 382-2056 

(609) 734-7633 

{716) 275-6893 

{201) 545-7518 

(813) 974-6560 

Corby Kessler (415) 327-3248 
208 Twain House 
Stern Hall -- Stanford Univ. 
Stanford, CA 94305 

George French 
27 Spencer Lane 
Stony Brook, N,Y. 11790 

Mary Judith Block 
430 Miller Hall 
Medford, MA 02155 

Steve Masters 
4575 Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520 

(516) 7S1-2746 

(203) 432-1741 
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SONNET TO THE YES FUND 

(with permission of Lillian Winton, 

Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto) 

UNJI ({))NG JR.AM§ 

I wonder what Elizabeth Barrett Browning would have done, if instead of 
writing the immortal "How Do I Love Thee?" (Sonnets from the Portuguese) 
she wrote instead, 11 How Do I Support the YES Fund?" She was sufficiently 
inspired by her feeling for Robert Browning to express in exquisite poetry 
to love him freely, purely, with passion through smiles and tears all the 
years of her life and to the level of every day's most quiet need, by sun 
and candlelight. BUT ... if she were a Sisterhood member she might say, 
"How Do I Support the YES Fund? Let me count the ways. 11 

I support the YES Fund through the purchase of Uniongrams and Goldengrams (which are 
special Jewish message bearers for all occasions) and/or cash contributions. 

I support the YES Fund to the "depth and breath and height my soul can reach" 
because of my belief in this on-going project of NFTS. Out of sight! 

I support the YES Fund because I believe in: 

YOUTH and the YES Fund provides grants to the UAHC toward the continuation and 
expansion of NFTY programs (the NFTS was the sponsor for the creation of NFTY 
some 38 years ago.) Their goals include the strengthening of our Jewish community, 
Jewish culture and Jewish learning among our youth. 

EDUCATION and the YES Fund provides scholarships and Student-Aid at the HUC-JIR 
for eligible rabbinic students; a scholarship for a cantorial student at the 
Sacred School of Music and an annual NFTS cantorial prize. 

Scholarships for rabbinic students overseas, who after ordination will serve 
congregations of WUPJ around the world. 

SISTERHOOD and the YES Fund assists in the development of innovative, creative 
Sisterhood programs and projects. 

And so, Elizabeth Barrett Browning might continue (if she were a Reform Jew) ... 
"if you support the YES Fund, let it be for naught except for love's sake only. 
Because I believe in sharing a part of myself with the children of our kinsmen 
throughout North America and the world, the depth, the scope, the understanding of 
the role of Reform Judaism helps to insure the future of Judaism." 

Maybe Elizabeth will get Robert to make a contribution also and if he does she'll 
love him even better, after she catches her breath. 

SUPPORT THE YES FUND 

To realize the joy of wearing a Roll of Distinquished Service Ribbon at our 
Biennial in Toronto in December, remember that you must fill your YES Fund 
quota by October 31, 1979. 

Buy a Sisterhood Art Calendar for personal use and several to give as gifts. This 
is an unique fundraiser and a valuable item for your Judaica Shop. The NFTS Art 
Calendar is a practical organizer for your busy life and a delightful way to 
introduce both your Sisterhood members and non-members to the NFTS. 



THE HOW-ro's - TO RAISE FUNDS FOR UNIONGRAMS 

1. Uniongrarn lunch/tea 
Ticket is purchase of 
2 Uniongram packets 

2. Happy events list: 
25 narres or rrore @.25 or 
.35 per Bd merrbers 

3. Contributions to YES Fund 
4. Bar or Bat Mitzvah invitations 
5. Invitations to dinner and 

cocktail parties 
6. Welcorre hone messages 
7. Bon voyage greetings 
8. Singing Uniongrarn - send 

message in ma.il 
9 . Valentine Da.y ' s message 
10. Birth announcerrents 
11. Birthday and anniversary messages 
12. Uniongram Da.y message 
13. New home announcerrent 

14. Thank you notes 
15. M9eting announcerrents 
16. Recipes on Uniongrams for friends 
17. Gift enclosures 
18. Srrall Uniongrams used as labels 

for jams, dills, etc. 
19. Labels for glass/JX)ttery jars 
20. Place cards for dinner party 
21. Welcome sign on door for guests 
22. No Srroking signs 
23. Bereavement messages 
24. Graduation messages 
25. Short personal notes 
26. Retirement :rressages 
27. Jewish New Year messages 
28. Hanukkah messages 
29. Purim messages 
30. Confirrration messages 
31. Goldengrams, newly designed, $2 for 

special occasions 

CIRCLE OF SERVICE 

Another significant on-going project of NFI'S is the CIRCLE OF SERVICE. During this tirre 
of critical need for rrore funds to enable Sisterhood to meet its carmitrrents, it allCMs 
the individual, in this increasingly depersonalized world, the right to feel that she 
herself is playing a direct role in ma.intaining Reform Judaism for the future. 

The choice of an annual cornnitrrent is yours to make from four categorif>s - $25, $50. 
$100 or the Life-Line category of $1,000 which ma.y be paid all at once or over a four year 
period. The rronies raised by every contributor constitutes a p::,sitive res!X)nse to a 
rabbinic student's request for aid. 

Each new merrber enrolling in any category receives a handsone book with a beautiful in
scription page. Each year when NFTS receives your annual contribution to the Circle of 
Service, a new page is sent for insertion in your book which is persona.lized. 

With inflation still unchecked, cost of educational and program services for our young 
people has risen. It is imperative that we expand rrembership in the Circle of Service 
to help the young man or WOITT3Il whose dream it is to becane a rabbi, or the child who 
Joins a youth group, becorres active and goes to NFTY camp or institute. We knCM you care 
about the future of Reform Judaism 

'lliE TEN <XM-1ANIMENTS OF HOW TO PLAN A CIRCLE OF SERVICE GA'lliERING 

First Conmandrrent ...... Plan today - OON'T WAIT 
Second Conmandrrent ..... Set the date -check with Tenple or Corrmunity calendar 
'lbird Comnandrrent ...... Forrrat - coffee, tea, or luncheon 
Fourth Conmandrrent ..... call a friend or two - share your plans 
Fifth Conmandrrent ...... D=cide on rrenu and invitation (now you are a conmittee) 
Sixth Conmandrrent. ..... Location (your home, her house, the Tenple?) 
Seventh Conmandrrent .... Program (M:xlerator, Rabbi, Member of Youth group, guitar player) 
Eighth Ccirmandrrent ..... Write NFTS for brochures and enroll:rrent cards 
Ninth Coomandrrent ...... ASK FOR HELP from an NFI'S Bd rrerrber, District President or Officer 
Tenth Conmandrrent ...... ''Whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with all thy might." 

(Ecclesiastes) 

9 
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PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 

Jews in Distant Lands - Ever wonder how Jews live in the Caribbean Islands? 
Iran? Mexico? Spain?. Why not order a copy of",Jews in Distant Lands" from the 
UAHC Publications Department, 838 Fifth Avenue, NY, NY 10021. The series makes 
a nice gift for friends going abroad; a basis for a Sisterhood study group 
or an item for your Judaica Shop. Each set of 10 newspapers with color 
illustrations is $5. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT? 

NFTS is proud to announce publication of "The Jewish Woman: A Portrait in Her 
Own Words" by Marcia Cohn Spiegel, a recipient of the NFTS Centennial Prize awarded 
to a student of the HUC-JIR for a creative or study project related to subjects 
of concern to women of the Synagogue. It is a beautiful, dramatic reading, 
suitable for a Sisterhood program, to be incorporated in a Sisterhood Sabbath 
Service or to be used as the basis for a study program. 

TAY-SACHS DISEASE - A SPECIAL PROBLEM FOR JEWISH PEOPLE 

One in every 900 American Jewish couples runs the risk of having a baby with 
Tay-Sachs, an inherited genetic disorder carried most commonly in the genes of 
Jews of Eastern European descent. 

Although there is no cure for this disease, it can be prevented. A simple blood 
test which can be given to anyone of reproductive age can identify carriers. 

In order to reach all the people who should be tested, a concerted effort is needed. 
The test must be conducted under the auspices of a testing center, either at a 
hospital ar at facility set up by the hospital. 

Sisterhoods can, and do, conduct Tay-Sachs testing programs for their members and 
communities. If your Sisterhood is interested in performing this vital service, 
write to the National Tay-Sachs and Allied Diseases Association, Inc., 122 East 
42nd Street, NY, NY 10017 or to NFTS for further information. 

VI.SUAL ODYSSEY 

- a lecture and guide service devoted to bringing art to those who recognize 
its importance as personal fulfillment, P.sthetic pleasure and investment value. 
Jewish related topics include: a definition of Jewish Art with an illustrated 
survey from antiquity to the present; Archeology in the Holy Land; Art in Israel 
Today;Chagall, Soutine, and Chaim Gross. For further information call: 
Susan Mayer (212) 781-7521. 

DECEMBER 6 - 11, 1979 • 32ND BIENNIAL ASSEMBLY • TORONTO, CANADA 

Mark the dates on your calendar and make 
certain to budget to send your full 
representation to the exciting city of 
Toronto. Official reservation blanks will 
be sent by NFTS in early Spring. 



SOCIAL ACTION ON THE MOVE: 

THE ONUS IS ON US 

There once was a woman with heart 
Who thought she was doing her part 
When she sighed and shed tears 
For repressions and fears; 
As for action, she never did start. 

Are you a hand-wringer? Do you view with alarm? You think you're 11 0n the side 
of the angels"? That's good, but today it's not good enough! There's too much 
to do and too few to do it. 
Among the many issues that concern and confront us as thinking Jewish women in 
Reform Sisterhoods: 

~TILL AT THE HEAD OF THE LIST ... Freedom of Choice in Abortion! We must 
work with RCAR (Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights) to which NFTS 
belongs. We must join in advocacy with those religious, health-related, 
sociological and family planning groups who work for MEDICAID benefits 
for the poor and minorities. We must besiege our legislators with mail 
demandin~ that they refuse to align themselves with so-called "right to 
life 11 ac ivists whose religious beliefs must not dominate the majority's. 
Every woman should have control of her own reproduction! Pro or con 
abortion - - the right to choose is the imperative. ESSENTIAL; that we 
fight constantly against the convening of a Constitutional Convention 
whose stated goal is to strip women of their Constitutional right to an 
abortion. USE THIS AMMUNITION; launch a card -or letter-writing campaign 
(individual) to your Assemblymen and Congressmen. Make your position clear. 
And write to those who favor pro-choice to give them support and approval. 
We've said it every time: Join RCAR, 3049 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 
13224 or 15 Rutherford Pl., NY, NY 10003 and NARAL (National Abortion 
Rights Action League) P.O.Box 52, NY,NY 10028. These hard-working, hard
fighting action groups are at the front of the battle, and need financial 
support to keep us informed while they work for the right to choose. 
Organizational memberships are $25. 

APPOINT A SOCIAL ACTION CHAIRWOMAN TO KEEP YOUR SISTERHOOD IN TOUCH AND 
IN ACTION! PLAN A PRO-ABORTION MEETING. --

News from our Sisterhoods-in-Action: Sisterhood of Temple Society of 
Concord, Syracuse works on all upstate PRO-CHOICE and IYC projects. 
Lorraine Phillips is upstate abortion rights consultant and will help 
you. Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, East Meadow,L.I., ran a well-planned, 
well-attended Social Action Day focused on Child Abuse, Intermarriage and 
problems of Drugs and Alcoholism. Rabbi Stuart Gertman was the keynoter. 
Sisterhoods in Westchester County participated in discussions with their 
Coalition for Legal Abortion and studied ways and means of being heard. 
Sisterhood of Temple Sinai, Bayshore, L,I., ran the first 0/3 Child Abuse 
Package Program .event with other community groups, and looks forward to 
far-reaching results. 
D/3 ran a day at the UN on IYC, with wide participation by our Sisterhoods; 
many ran special buses into New York. Thanks to Rose Trachtenberg, our UN 
consultant for the arranqements. 

So ... please all be women of thought 
Whose credo is "really, we ought"; 
While you follow your heart, 
You can sure play your part 
In the fights that demand to be fought. 

Read your newspapers and periodicals. Get angry! Fight! 

Carol Lowenstein 
11 
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D/3 HELPED TO 00 IT! 

We were a force! We were an effective 
pressure group! We acted in behalf of our 
beliefs. We stated our position and made 
it kno.vn where it counted. 

All the above is a definition of social 
activism. The issue: retaining in the N.Y. 
State budget the nec-essary flll'lding for 
Medicaid abortions. It was touch and go, 
and we knew it .. the conservative (plus 
"Right to Life" zealots) in our State 
Senate and Asserrbly were willing to sacri
fic-e the needs of poor women, apparently 
rrore conc-erned with the so-called rights of 
the foetus than with the lll'lwanted child's 
potential despair. And they totally ignored 
the right (U.S.Suprerre Court, 1973) to 
freedom of individual choic-e. 

So we went to work. Triggered by RCAR, to 
which NFTS belongs, we prepared the state
rrent quoted belo.,.r, and our Albany (Beth 
Erreth) Sisterhood worren hand-delivered it 
to alm:>st every available Senator and 
Asserrblyrran the first week in March. 

Thereafter, rrore pressure was applied. We 
hot-lined all our Sisterhoods to initiate 
an indiviual postcard blitz. Medicaid 
funding squeaked through the Asserrbly but 
lost in the Senate in the first voting. 

For a scary few days, the issue was at 
risk; then the Assembly position held, and 
a second Senate vote reversed the first -
the budget was passed with provision for 
M=dicaid funding for abortion intact . 

Saved by the bell! Saved till the next 
tirre, when in an election year nore pressure 
will be applied to reverse the ftmding 
provision, and the "Right to Life" party 
will legitimately appear al the ballot. We 
must continue to rrake our State Senators 
and Asserrblyrren aware of our beliefs and 
their dependency al our votes. We must 
continue to be activists. The NFl'S state- l ·i/~ 
rrent evoked supportive letters of reply , , • 
from three Senators and three Asserrblyrren r,J 
(as of April 7): ~puty Minority Leader 
Emanuel Gold, Marty Marko..1itz (Brooklyn) 
and carol Beman (Lawrence), all of the 
Senate; Speaker Stanley Fink, William 
Finneran (Hastings-on Hudson) and Gerdi E. 
Lipschutz (Rockaway Park) , of the Asserrbly. 
Their letters stated their positive 
reactions to our staterrent. Bill Finneran 
said "It is refreshing to receive a· letter 
supporting this, as nost of ·my correspon
dence expresses opinions to the contrary. 
Thank you for taking tirre to write. " And 
all voted as they said they would. 

We irrplore you to follo..1 the leaders' 
lead! care! Act! There are thrilling 
rewards in seeing the fruits of one's 
labor. Everyone, every act counts. Ik)n't 
leave it all to the other gal; she "may 
grow weary ... waren do get weary ... "but we 
must not, dare not. 

Carol Lowenstein 
D/3 Vice President 

.----------------'- D/3 STATEMENT---------------

ro WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

'!HE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHCX)DS strongly favors unrestricted 
Freedom of Choice in Abortion Rights and repeatedly has so resolved in 
national and regional conventions. 

We are appalled at the proliferation of atterrpts to weaken the mandate of the 
Suprerre Court decision of January, 1973. We call to your attention the plight 
of the yomg, the rm_r and the ignorant, whose rights are seriously lirni ted and 

dangerously inpaired by legislative acts depriving them of governrrent funding 
for abortion. 

We further errphasize that no limited, special group should irrpose its will and 
its religious convictions upon the majority through legislative action and that 
legislators, whether pro or con abortion, have an obligation to their ~nstituencies 
to support Freedan of Indiviual Choice in Abortion. 



INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE UiILD (IYC) 

IYC is a year of celebration, action, advocacy and education. The U.N.General 
Assembly passed a resolution proclaiming 1979 the I.YC and NFTS will be an active 
participant in IYC programs on the international, national and local levels. Norma 
U. Levitt, on behalf of NFTS, is chairing the IYC Committee of the Leadership 
Conference of National Jewish Women's Organizations with NFTS serving as co
ordinator. D/3 has prepared (and is ready to help your Sisterhood present) a 
Package Program on Child Abuse, tied to IYC. 

Why not consider these activities in observance of IYC: 

l. Appoint a Sisterhood IYC Chairwoman and Committee, involving 
young people from the Temple Youth Group as well. 

2. Plan programs around the needs of the children in your conrnunity. 

3. Use the D/3 Child Abuse program for a meeting or special event, 
to dramatize your observance of IYC. 

4. Meet with other organizations, Jewish and non-Jewish, to plan 
activities and focus attention on this important issue. 

5. Urge new legislation on behalf of the children on local and 
national levels. 

6. Educate your members about children here and abroad. 

7. Support UNICEF. 

8. Celebrate childhood~ 

Write to NFTS for the program kit, with additional information and suggestions, 
on the IYC, and read the report by Elaine Harris "TODAY'S CHILD - TOMORROW'S ADULT: 
Meeting the Challenge of IYC. 11 Refer to your orange-covered D/3 Package Programming 
book for details on ordering Child Abuse program. 

OR AMI AWARDS FOR SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT 

The NFTS Or Ami - "Light of the People" Awards were established to express appreciation 
and to honor those Sisterhoods undertaking special programs or projects of service or 
education of such unusual character and vital meaning that they are truly a "Light of 
the People." 

If you have an innovative or unusual, highly significant program or project of services 
or education, initiated within the Biennial period, it is eligible for submission. 
Guidelines have been sent to the Sisterhoods informing them how to apply and reminding 
them of the deadline - October 5, 1979. 
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W©RLD 
UNION 
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

________ ~ __ \;_'i'_. ,....'~-~---------

As a speaker for NFTS, I have been sent to many parts of North America, and have 
been consistently concerned with the lack of knowledge, both in our Sisterhoods 
and congregations, abbut the World Union - what it is, what it does, for whom 
and by whom. 

Although its purpose and accomplishments are well-known in the 25 countries it 
supports with rabbis, educational materials and organizational skills, in this 
part of the world many are ill-informed. For this reason, the North American Board 
is forming a Speakers' Bureau to spread information throughout the regions, to 
suggest programs of education and to encourage participation. There is also a new 
up-dated Directory available at the North American office (838 Fifth Ave., NY, 
NY, 10021} defining addresses, times of services, etc. in countries you might be 
visiting. 

With its international office in Jerusalem, the World Union is involved with 
congregations world-wide, whether they be called Reform, Liberal or Progressive. 
In England, for instance, there are 2 organizations, the Reform Synagogues of 
Great Britain and the Union of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues, with many 
congregations in each - all affiliated with the World Union. They are closely 
in contact with the European Board of the Progressive Movement, which has ex
panded so much recently to now require a European director. For the first time, 
the Governing Body will meet this summer in Geneva instead of London, and at that 
time will welcome its newest congregation in Zurich. 

The Australian and New Zealand Union for Progressive Judaism has advanced con
siderably in the last few years, and now has produced the first Progressive Day 
School outside of North America and Israel. When our Study Mission attended its 
dedication last year and its Union Convention, we who were privileged to be 
there, realized how important it is for them to keep a personal contact with 
those of us in the main-stream of Jewish life. In spite of their lack of rabbinic 
leadership, the congregational life is stimulating and encouraging. 

The South African Union for Progressive Judaism, aside from losing its congre
gation in Rhodesia, which joined with the few Jews remaining there, seems to be 
healthy and effective, involved as it is, with human rights in helping to resolve 
the problems of a divided government. At every Conference these congregations 
are well-represented, gathering strength and hope from their fellow delegates. 

Israel, where the next International Conference will take place early in 1980, 
has increased congregationally, and has impressed everyone with its expanded 
youth programs, student exchange growth and especially its success with Kibbutz 
Yahel. 

Latin America, with its many political problems, is still increasing its member
ship, particularly in its youth division, due to the dedicated rabbinic leader
ship no doubt, and to the fact that gradually their own native-born rabbis are 
returning to serve them. 

Sisterhoods in D/3 who require guidance regarding World Union programs should 
contact either me, or the WUPJ office in NYC for further information. 

Rita Eisendrath 
Consultant on WUPJ for D/3 



''Interns for Peace'' to Serve 
in Israeli Arab Villages 

"Interns for Peace" has been established in the United States as a new Jewish
Zionist program for fostering Arab-Jewish relations in Israel. After a 6 month 
orientation period at Kibbutz Barkai, the first group of volunteers began two years 
of conrnunity work in five Arab villages, in the Galilee and the Triangle. 

The program is financed by philanthropists and organizations in the U.S., among them 
NFTS. It also receives support from Haifa University and from the Kibbutz Artzi 
movement. It is directed by Rabbi Bruce Cohen, who stressed that Interns for Peace 
is non-political. Volunteers were sought among Jewish college graduates with a 
working knowledge of Hebrew and at least one year's previous stay in Israel, and 
with training in education, health and youth work. 

The work of the interns will reach out to neighboring kibbutzim, moshavim and 
developing towns. It is hoped the program will help break down the barriers between 
Arab and Jew and also provide research material for promoting practical solutions 
to similar conflicts between communities in other parts of the world. 

The volunteers will be expected to learn Arabic and familiarize themselves with 
Arab culture and traditions. The project organization hopes that the North Americans 
will remain in Israel after their internship, becoming permanent Israeli citizens. 

If you are interested in a speaker about "Interns for Peace" please write to NFTS 
and they will refer your request to the proper group. Should you care to make a 
contribution (approximately $10) to help the work, please make your checks payable to 
NFTS and they will be transmitted to them on your behalf. NFTS is deeply interested 
in the work of this group and has encouraged and sponsored them in their efforts. 

15 
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FOR ISRAEL LOVERS - The Jerusalem Post - the only Israeli 
newspaper written in English. 

Want to be more knowledgeable about current 
events in Israel and the Middle East? You will 
be up-to-date on the top political, cultural, 
and military news. The International Edition 
also includes religious and scientific develop
ments, business opportunities - the latest in 
sports, coins, fashions, archeology and tourism. 

Keep in touch II with the heartbeat of life inside Israel." 

For a subscription {52 issues for $30) write: 

The Jerusalem Post (International Edition) 
110 East 59th St, NYC, NY 10022 

UNK - LEADER' s INFORMATION NETWORK FOR l<NOWLEDGE 

LINK is also a network of women - District women who are ready to help you strengthen your Sisterhood. 

Are you aware that this network includes those leaders shown on the five
page,yellow Departmental Consultants list, as well as Members-at-large, 
Past Presidents, and officers of D/3? 

Look at the lists, and ask LINK to aid you in selecting a speaker for 
your meetings. Whatever may be your particular concern, there is a 
knowledgeable D/3 leader who would like to visit your Sisterhood. 

DO YOU 

Sylvia Lindner 
LINK Chairwoman 

have a Temple Library? 

use it for meetings and study groups? 

take advantage of this facility? 

NEED ADVICE OR INFORMATION? 

CONTACT 
Lauretta Sack Mary Meyer 
3261 Bayfield Blvd 
Oceanside, NY 11572 
516-764- 1399 

6 Bryson St 
Larchmont, NY 10538 
914-834-1987 

LIBRARY CONSULTANTS 



PURIM, 1979 
I spent the last few days completely 
disheartened after listening to the 
news broadcasts from Israel. It was 
stated that no planes arrived or de
parted Monday because President Carter's plane was preparing to disembark. A 
light in the dark -- my phone rang! 
It was a call from my Sisterhood to 
pick up my Purim flowers that arrived from Israel that day. The beautiful 
chrysanthemums are similar to the 
flowers grown at Kibbutz Yahel for 
export. Can you imagine that the 
flowers of Israel continue to reach 
our homes inspite of the chaos in 
this world? 

Last December I visited Israel and 
one of the highlights of my trip was 
a brief visit to Kibbutz Yahel. As a 
member of the NFTS Board of Directors 
and the Task Force on Kibbutz Yahel, 
I was interested in seeing the growth 
of the new Reform Kibbutz. I believe 
that Kibbutz Yahel is a vital link in 
building a Reform Progressive Liberal 
community in Israel. 

On a bright warm morning during 
Chanukah we drove from Eilat travel-
ing north on the Arava Road 65 kilo
meters (40 miles) to Kibbutz Yahel. 
We passed the fabled King Solomon 
mines, a large dairy farm owned by a 
Kibbutz, a few small Kibbutzim and a 
large Guest House and gas station owned 
by another Kibbutz and always to our 
right the forbidding mountains of 
Jordan less than a mile away. 

We arrived at Kibbutz Yahel at lunch
time and were greeted by Naomi Salant, 
an old friend who attended D/3 Con
vention last October. We also met 
some members of the Kibbutz who 
originally came from neighboring Long 
Island Temples. Lunch included some 
of the crops grown on the Kibbutz; 
tomatoes, cucumbers, onions and green 
peppers. 

Naomi accompanied us on a tour of 
the Kibbutz. We saw their living 
quarters, the members' lounge which 
is also being used as a synagogue, a 
small factory and the gardens. We also 
saw the ever-present bomb shelters. 
Many projects are in various stages 
of construction; a swimming pool and a 
water reservoir are almost completed. As there are already a number of 
families and married couples, they 
are planning a kindergarten and toddlers' house. 

The ground has been cleared for 
MA'AYAN BA MIDBAR "Spring in the 
Desert" our NFTS Study Center. 
Construction wil I start shortly. 

We visited the green houses and Naomi 
explained how a very sophisticated 
electronic system of lighting works 
every 25 minutes for 5 minutes to help 
harvest the flowers in less time. We 
saw the vegetables and fruit growing 
right up to the Jordan border. 

In carrying out Tzedekah a group of disadvantaged children are brought to 
Yahel to play and receive their meals 
once a week. Plans are being formulated 
to establish and develop youth groups 
in Eilat. 

As this was vacation time for many of our college age youth, there were many 
NFTY members and a large youth group 
from Holland visiting Kibbutz Yahel. 

It is almost hard to believe that in 
two short years out of a barren desert~ we now have green fields bursting with 
flowers, fruit and vegetables and the 
Kibbutz overcrowded with committed 
Reform Pioneers. 

We left the Kibbutz prom1s1ng to return for the dedication of the Seminar. 

Ruth Kaplan 

If yo~r Sisterhood has not 
sent in a contribution to 
KIBBUTZ YAHEL, please do so at once. 
The deadline for contributions 
is Nov.1.1979 and we sti 11 need 
$160,000. 

17 



18 

Dear Friends: 

In Novanber of 1977, we were given a plan of action for the raising of funds 
for our new NFI'S project, the Study Center at Kibbutz Yahel. we were to raise 
$320,000 by Novanber 30, 1979. 

We were convinced we had a great deal of ti.rre and sooe of you went ahead with 
,your plans for you a/o your SisterhJods to becare Builders or Benefactors for 
which NFl'S is very grateful. r.bwever, sane of you are still convinced that there 
is plenty of ti.rre. 

Look at the calendar, my friends. Tirre is slipping away at a rrost rapid pace 
and Ma'Ayan Ba Midbar has only about $170,000 in its coffers. 

I am writing this letter to urge you to step up your efforts to COl"fl)lete the 
task of building a Study Center at Kibbutz Yahel. Rerrerrber that all warren who 
give $50 or rrore as an individual will have their narres inscribed in the Book 
of the Heart which will be on permanent display in our Ma'Ayan Ba Midbar. 

It has been clearly indicated that our Reform Kibbutz is appealing to the 
Israelis. There is a great need for a study center where the youth can go and 
learn about Reform Judaism. What a way for us to help the young who search for 
a rewarding way to live~ 

February 1980 will see the dedication of our Ma'Ayan Ba Midbar at the Kibbutz 
Yahel. Let us all be a part of this miracle - the shining light that is Kibbutz 
Yahel and the spring that is Ma' Ayan Ba Midbar. 

Fondly, 

Betty Goldstein, D/3 VP 

• To Ano FuLF I LLMENT To YouR SLMvlER DAYS 

For a number of years, many of our Sisterhoods have entertained 
JASA senior citizen groups from the 'Center City• by providing an 
outing one day in the spring or summer. 

The JASA Outings to the Suburbs program, now in its sixth year, has served more than 
5,500 senior citizens to date. In our District many Sisterhoods have participated: 
Temple Israel, New Rochelle; Temple Israel, Staten Island; Temple Sinai, Roslyn; 
Larchmont Temple; Westchester Reform, Scarsdale; Temple Emanuel, East Meadow; Jewish 
Conmunity Center, White Plains, Jewish Community Center, West Hempstead; Temple B'nai 
Israel, Elmont and Temple Beth-El, Dix Hills. 

The unqualified success of these programs is due in large measure to women with 
enthusiasm; involved and committed members of Sisterhoods who have hosted the 
outings. A 11 Day in the Country" is a truly rewarding experience. The only cost to your 
Sisterhood is a simple luncheon - the dividend returned is much greater - the smile 
on the faces of the elderly as they enjoy the country air and a change from their 
daily ,·routine. 

If you wish more information contact Phyllis Silber, 212-243-3117 or call JASA 
directly: Anne Kelemen, 212-677-2530. CALL - AND MAKE A DATE~ 



The first session of 0/3, NFTS exciting and provocative learning series, Changing 
Patterns, was held January 10, 1979 at Central Synagogue in NYC. Approximately 
200 women from all parts of 0/3 came to hear about "Values in Conflict." 
"How Deeply Is Intermarriage Affecting our Jewish Survival?" 

After an opening prayer by Audrey Edelstein, president of the Sisterhood of Central 
Synagogu~ and remarks by Judy Hertz, president of D/3, Flo Haar, Patterns 
Chairwoman, introduced the three speakers. 

Dr. Egon Mayer, Assoc. Professor of Sociology, Brooklyn College, stated that inter
marriage is a serious threat to Jewish survival and the chief enemy of the Jewish 
community. He emphasized that all institutions must act together to fight 
intermarriage but not the intermarrieds. 

In a project for the American Jewish Committee 450 intermarried couples from large 
cities across the country were interviewed with the following general findings: 

l. The man was the usual Jewish partner. 
2. Both were college educated, professionals, upwardly mobile. 
3. Little formal Jewish education. 
4. Equal numbers from Orthodox, Conservative, Reform. 
5. 70% belonged to a Temple. 
6. 65% reported they had religious parents who observed holidays and traditions. 
7. Before marriage 65-68% were attached to their Jewish values so rebellion 

is not indicated. 

Rabbi Michael Robinson, Temple Israel of Northern Westchester, began by stating that 
there is no vaccine against intermarriage. Most Jews don't want to see 5,000 years 
of a people disappear even though some see it as an answer to anti-Semitism. We want 
our children to marry Jews so that they and their mates can share our background 
and so we can have 11 machitenisters 11 and not in-laws. He feels that parents must be 
reassured that they haven't failed when intermarriage occurs as they are not 
omnipotent and their children choose mates in a free country. 

Rabbi Robinson said that synagogues should welcome the intermarrieds and involve 
them and their children. Parents must welcome them, too - they must make an attempt 
to bring them into their home for holidays and ceremonies and accept them warmly. 
He feels that conversion as a ticket to marriage is an insult to that person's 
integrity - it should be done only for a person seriously committed to Judaism. 
He concluded by saying that Jewish indifference is the real threat to a continuing 
Jewish people rather than intermarriage or a low birth rate. 

Rabbi Rosenberg, Community Synagogue, Port Washington, began by saying that inter
marriage results from a pluralistic society and being in the Diaspora. Intermarriage 
is not the main enemy to Judaism but its not good for the Jews or for the survival 
of the Jewish people and as he is a surrogate for the Jewish people he will not 
perform a mixed marriage. 

Formal education is not the~ answer. Practice, commitment and a climate of Jewish 
living are very important in order to establish a Jewish World for our youngsters. 

- more - 19 
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At lunch time hypothetical problems were given and discussed. The questions 
raised as a result of these discussions were brought back to the speakers in 
the afternoon session. 

At the conclusion of the question and answer period, Flo Haar made some closing 
remarks. "You can now understand that there are no easy answers or solutions. In 
fact, we probably have raised more questions than we have answered. There are no 
panaceas, educational or otherwise, for the problem of intermarriage. Intermarriage 
is a fact of life and will persist as a phenomenon of a free and open society. Its 
everpresent possibility though, should elicit among us a creative response, making 
us look to the quality of our family relationship, and our Jewish institutions. 
Possibly we can help stem the tide. 

Our job, as leaders in sisterhoods and congregations is to confront the issue and 
take some positive steps. We must be influential in improving the quality of Jewish 
education, in the home as well as in the synagogue, not only for our children, but 
especially for the parents. We must demonstrate that Judaism has emotional wealth 
was well as a rich intellectual heritage. For the data we have heard suggests that 
the degree of Jewish involvement and practice among intermarried couples is 
primarily a function of the degree of Jewish commitment brought to the marriage by 
the Jewish spouse. We must also develop an outreach program in our synagogues and 
communities to welcome these intermarried couples and bring them, and hopefullly 
their children, into the Jewish community. For the Mishnah reminds us, 'He who 
saves a single person in Israel is as though he saved the entire world' ~ 

Phyllis Zuchman 
Temple Israel, New Rochelle 

0/3 Shabbat Experience - "VALUES rn CONFLICT" March 24, 1979 

Rabbi Eugene Lipman - "Values in Conflict: Self and Society" 
Who Am I? Who are W.e? Is the emphasis 
on self in conflict with the Jewish 
community? Are life cycle events private 
or community celebrations? 

In today's world, the 11 l 11 is a strong individual with an even stronger sense of 
will and need for decision making. Individuals must decide what constitutes a 
11mitzvah 11 in life. Also, that individual is a part of a "people" (Israel) with a 
commonality and destiny. However, we are now having tensions with 11 111 versus 
"community" (they). We rely on our institutions and crises in Israel to give us 
our identity and communality. 

The new generation of young Jewish adults are World War II babies and high
schoolers, who share an identity problem. They are a part of our mechanized and 
"in~ivi~uali~y-crushing" society which is an extremely homogenized group. Their 
Jewish 1dent1ty problems stem from a poor knowledge of Jewish life with their 
only profound interest in life cycle events. The younger high-school age person 
appears to be non-controversial, peaceful, non-argumentative and "proud" to be 
Jewish. 

There appear to be four positive influences on the American Jewish scene today. 
They are: 

- more -
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1. The Day Schools - an expensive but apparently very positive force. 
2. Departments of Jewish studies springing up in colleges and 

universities across the country. 
3. Israel 
4. The synagogues - to some degree bringing about more study by adults 

and "happier" religious schools. 

In our great desire to have stronger Jewish identity, our task is to have the 
synagogue become the place for the individual to develop that identity. And, only 
through small groups within the synagogue (Havarat) can a sense of identity and 
communality become real. Within such small groups, life cycle events (Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, births, weddings and deaths) in individual instances may become 
communalized. 

Marge Kurcias 
Temple Beth-El, Great Neck 

After our discussions at the tables concerning the life cycle events Rabbi 
Lipman went around the room and answered questions on each of the topics. 

He started off with Brith by saying he didn't want to get into a discussion of 
Halacha but did stress that the Brith should be held on the 8th day after birth so 
long as the child is healthy. The same holds true for having a ceremony for girls. 
Although doctors recently publicized arguments questioning the value of circumsion 
Rabbi Lipman stated Jews don't do it for medical reasons, they do it for covenantal 
reasons. We need a covenant for action! He went on to say that we want equality in 
all things but we haven't found it yet for girls. We are trying to find ritual 
actions which convey emotions - words aren't enough. Bar and Bat Mitzvah in the 
Reform Movement has equalized boys and girls. 

Regarding marriage, Rabbi Lipman 1 s feeling is that the bride a.nd groom should make 
their own statement about getting married. They can do their own ceremony since 
it is a celebration of their marriage and he encourages them to do that. 

During the morning session Rabbi Lipman had described how 4 synagogues in the 
Washington, D.C. area combined to form a consortium to deal with funerals and 
burials. He elaborated a bit more at this session when asked if funerals should 
be held in the synagogue. His feeling is that the synagogue is a communal space to 
share with the community. The community is what is sacred not the room. The synagogue 
is a room that lives therefore funerals should take place there. After all, death 
is part of life! He encourages the family to write the service for any life cycle 
event and encourages the congregation to participate in the funeral service at the 
synagogue rather than at the graveside because it's uncomfortable there and people 
can't hear the eulogy. He also feels the ride (or better still, the walk) to the 
cemetery is a good thing. 

He went on to talk about "sanctity" and said the Torah is not a holy scroll in and 
of itself - it can be read like any other book for learning purposes - only when a 
sacred congregation takes it as a religious sacred action is it a holy book. All 
books are treated with respect, not holiness. Sanctity is created by sacred action. 
Today, we take ordinary life and move sanctity into it by saying a borucha. 

Rabbi Lipman explained that Temple means a place set apart - sanctuary is a place 
you run away to. Therefore, in ancient times you got sanctuary at the Temple. 
Today, that's not what that room is about. He prefers to call it a synagogue or 
shul since it is a place where Jews come together to achieve sacred purposes. He 
feels the sin of the Reform Movement is centralizing the Rabbi as a priesthood and 
making us too passive at services. Davaning is a Jewish skill and we should do 
what we're supposed to. By using the mincha service Friday night to celebrate 
significant life cycle events as a congregation we can bring those moments of 
community inside the synagogue. What we are looking for is more of those moments 
to welcome and warm each other! 

Elaine Merians, 
Larchmont Temple 21 



~ ~Ji SAVE THE DATE 
Tuesday, October 30, 1979 

At last 0/3 is offering a provocative 
learning experience for 

THE NORTHERN TIER SISTERHOODS 
A distinquished panel will discuss the controversial question: 

WILL JUDAISM SURVIVE? 

Temple Beth Zion 
805 Delaware Ave. 
Buffalo, New York 

FOR EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES THAT HLMAN SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON 
INFORMED, REASONED, EFFECTIVE SOCIAL ACTION, 

CHAI/ IMPACT 
PROVIDES A MEANS TO CHOOSE LIFE FOR ALL Hl.Ml\NITY 

CHAI/IMPACT has been established as an attempt to enhance the quickness, quality 
and quantity of our response to crucial social issues .... it is a grass-roots 
network of committed Jews across the country who, on the basis of religious con
viction, seek to enhance the quality of life in America and the world. 

Chai/Impact Network is a voice of hope and affirmation. It gives you the tools 
you need to say "yes" to social justice, to express your own continuing commitment 
to the prophetic vision. It provides accurate, factual information and specific 
Jewish perspectives on key issues in Washington, in the nation and abroad. It sends 
mailings directly to you in time for thought and action. It tells you how to be 
effective in registering your concerns. 

I '-

----------------------------------Tear off coupon and mail today------------------------·---------

CHAI/IMPACT, UAHC, 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

YES - I want to be kept up-to-date and I want to be heard! Send my mailings to: 

Name: _________________________________ _ 

Street Address __________ City ______ State ___ _ Zip __ _ 

Home Phone: _______ Business Phone: _______ _ 

Congregation/Organization ________________________ _ 
{specify Sisterhood or other affiliate) 

Annual Subscription $18 (Students $10). Check enclosed ---




