
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996. 
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996. 

Box Folder 
    11         6 

Outreach [Northeast council], 1979-1990. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 



ANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESI DENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOR K, N.Y. 10021 1212) 249-0100 

Ms Joan M. Driscoll 
49 Main Street, #4 
Northport, NY 11768 

Dear Ms Driscoll: 

August 16, 1990 
25 Av 5750 

As Rabbi Schindler is out of the city, I am taking the liberty of 
responding to your letter of August 12. 

I do not know of too many rabbis who are willing to officiate ~t 
a wedding ceremony to be conducted jointly by a rabbi and priest 
or minister. As a matter of fact, they are really few and far 
between. 

It would be good however, for you to have a conversation with the 
rabbi of the Reform Congregation in Syracuse, Temple Society of 
Concord. I refer to Rabbi Sheldon Ezring, who is a very caring 
and kind human being and I am certain an opportunity for you to 
take counsel with him will be helpful to you. I am not aware of 
his own principles with regard to interfaith marriages, but I 
know he will be more than willing to take the time to meet with 
you. May I therefore suggest that you telephone him and arrange 
for a meeting. I am sharing a copy of this letter with him so he 
is apprised of your situation. His telephone number is (315) 
475-9952. The Temple address is 910 Madison Street, Syracuse, 
NY. 

If you do not plan to be in Syracuse in the near future and would 
prefer to meet with someone closer to your home, please telephone 
me and I will be happy to put you in touch with someone locally. 
Since you plan to have the wedding in Syracuse, it would probably 
be best to speak with Rabbi Ezring. 

With every good wish and kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Rabbi Sheldon Ezring 
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~ \ (1 . RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e 
\\J 'IJ esESIOENT 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N.Y . 10021 

June 1, 1990 
8 Sivan 5750 

Michael P. ~einstein, M.D. 
15 ~eadowview Circle 
Nashua, NH 03062 

Dear Dr. Weinstein: 

12121 249-0100 

I thank you for your letter of May 9th, which has 
reached me today. I don't know if th? delay was in the 
mailing or the delivery system. 

Be that as it may, your letter comes as no surprise. 
It discusses precisely the kind of conduct that stood 
in the ~ay of Congrega tion Betenu joining the CAHC. 

Alas, there is no thing we can do since they are not 
affiliated with us. ~onetheless, I am turning your 
letter over to Rabbi Paul Menitoff , of our Northeast 
Regio n . ~ashua, Xew Hampshire is a communit y of that 
region. Perhaps through the regional process, there 
can be some discussion with t he leaders of Congr e ga tion 
Bei:.enu. 

I am glad to learn that vou wer e joiniilg the ~anches~er 
Congregation . Rabbi Starr is a fine rabbi and it is a 
wonderful congregation . As a matter o f fact, my wife 
is a product of Temple Adath Yeshurun, so it has a 
special place in my hearc. 

~ith all good ~ishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

CC: Rabbi Paul Minitoff 
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Hichael P. Neinstein, H.D. 
15 Headowview Circle 

Nashua., New Ha.11pshire 03062 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

May 9, 1990 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I am writing to acquaint you with a very distressing 
situation regarding an allegedly Reform Congregation in 
Nashua, New Hampshire, called Congregation Betenu. 

I was brought up Conservative. In 1976, because I lived only 
a block away from it, I joined Temple Emanuel in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. I rapidly became "converted" to the Reform 
philosophy and when I moved to Georgia in 1984 and had to 
drive 30 miles to go to ANY temple, I chose the reform 
temple, Temple Beth Israel of Macon. My association with 
both Temple Emanuel and Temple Beth Israel was so positive 
that when we moved to Nashua my wife called Congregation 
Betenu. We understood that the congregation was currently 
meeting in a church, but were told by the board member we 
spoke to that they were in the process of "buying land" to 
"build a new building." 

What we discovered was a congregation with sporadic meeting 
times, and that had in fact NO specific new site in mind. In 
its newsletter we learned that it had been "rejected" by the 
UAHC, that unless more money was forthcoming it might not 
survive at all, and the rabbi extolled us to consider 
whether or not there was really a need for a reform 
congregation in Nashua (there is a thriving Conservative 
shul in Nashua and apparently a thriving Reform congregation 
in Manchester, only 20 miles away). 

In the next newsletter we learned that the congregation was 
buying space in an office condo complex in another town as 
its permanent home. 

Neither my wife nor I thought that an office condo complex 
(zoned "light industrial") was a suitable location for a 
"permanent home" for a temple. We did not join a Nashua 
congregation to find it moving to the next town. And never 
in my wildest dreams did I imagine a "reform" temple would 
not be a member of the UAHC. And so, having used no 
facilities, having attended no services, we asked for a 
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refund of the portion of dues we had paid. My wife's check 
was dated February 12, 1990. The day she called to say we 
had made a mistake in joining was March 30 -- six weeks. 

When we heard nothing from the treasurer, and from the 
treasurer who replaced him, I called the Rabbi. He was 
impolite on the telephone. In fact, he was quite offensive. 
He told me the ENTIRE BOARD had met on our request and 
decided to refund us $50. 

I told him that that was not acceptable and last week 
we received a letter from him, a photocopy of which is 
enclosed. His claim that we were members for "25%" of 
the year is false. As I noted above, it was 6 weeks, if 
you can call it membership at all. 

In 1976 Temple Emanuel offered me "free" membership for the 
summer. In Macon, in 1984, Rabbi Goldstein invited me to 
attend services as often as I liked and then decide if I 
wanted to join. In light of this "standard" practice, 
Betenu's attitude is doubly unjustified. 

I agree firmly with Rabbi Segal's suggestion, made in his 
own newsletter, that there is probably no need for a reform 
congregation -- at least not this one -- in Nashua. We will 
be joining the Manchester congregation. 

Rabbi Segal implied in his telephone conversation that 
Congregation Betenu never misrepresented itself, but that is 
not true. While they never stated that they were members of 
the UAHC, they did not say that they weren't. One assumes 
that a congregation claiming to be reform is a member of the 
UAHC just as one assumes a conservative congregation is a 
member of the United Synagogue of America, and that a 
Catholic Church is affiliated with the Vatican. And they 
most certainly said they were in the final stages of buying 
land on which to erect their own building, which is not the 
same as buying an office condo. And we joined Congregation 
Betenu of Nashua, New Hampshire, not of Amherst, New 
Hampshire, where they are relocating. 

While I understand also that the UAHC has no authority over 
a congregation which is not a member, I thought you ought to 
know what they are about. 

:;;;;,;d 1itktfM 
Michael P. Weinstein, M.D. 
enclosure 
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Dr. and Mrs. Michael Weinstein 
15 Meadowuiew Circle 
Nashua, NH 03062 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Weinstein: 

Rpril 29, 1990 

In light of your phone call of April 23, I asked that the Board of Directors 
reconsider its position with respect to Issuing a refund on your membership 
dues. When the subject was raised at last month's board meeting, the con­
sensus was that no refund was due you. Howe1Jer, the board's initial posi­
tion was that in the interest of sht1Jom.~ we would Issue a partial refund. 
The hostile tone of your phone call of April 23 indicated that sht1/om will 
not be achieued with a partial refund. 

There are many memben of congregations, (ours included), who choose not 
to attend sera.,ices and/ or not to participate in other synagogue ea.,ents. 
Howeuer, they belong to and support a congregation, just in case a crisis 
should occur. (Funerals are one such eHample.) 

To these people, belonging to a congregation is analogous to a prepaid 
medical plan or paying an attorney a retainer. We can't go to our HM0s at 
the end of a year and demand a refund because we were healthy. 

Betenu memberships are annual. You paid for about 25% of a year. From 
the time you joined until the time you indicated intent to leaa.,e was about 
25% of a year. While there may be question as to whether you owe Betenu 
for the remainder of this year, there is no question that you haue been 
members for 25% of the year and that Betenu owes you no refund. Hence, 
no refund will be forthcoming. • 

We are sorry that you didn't take the normal steps to meet our members 
and find out who we are before you joined. We are euen sorrier that you 
opted to resign neuer hauing attended an euent. We hope you will haue a 
better eHperience at your neHt congregation. 

,iiJ-wJ 

-----



To rt!~. ~ Rabbi Alexander Schindler ~ ~L 

0 - PERSONAL AND CONFIDEN'rIAL - - t_3---
Copy for information of_(--.-t ......:.0_,~I - -....:..----------(L-~--/"7"'~--

Subject f\ £ , , t) µ t=r-· 
Dear Alex: // 

At our NCR<;R meeting in New Orleans, David Sarnpliner, Harry Danziger 
and I presented a proposal to the Commission as a follow-up to our 
NCRCR May Workshop conducted by the Alban Institute for NCRCR members 
and regional directors. We suggested that the NCRCR team approach 
works well through the team visit and recommendation stage. We fall 
short in the follow-up, because we lack the time, skills and 
resources. 

w. , therefore, proposed that, in some selected cases, we send in a 
rofessional conflict management consultant for three or four follow­

up visits. The concept was enthusiastically received by the members 
of the Commission; 

As is indicated in the enclosed budget, the congregation would be 
expected to pay $350 per visit and the NCRCR would pay $700 per visit. 
We suggested that the NCRCR 1 s per visit portion of the fee be split by 
the UAHC and CCAR. 

Joe Glaser was at the meeting and was asked for his reaction. Joe 
indicated that the Conference does not have the money for this project 
and that funds would have to be obtained from other sources. He 
continued by declaring that the UAHC should fund the project, because 
the CCAR pays for Placement Commission (approximately $300,000 - which 
is in the neighborhood of what the CCAR collects in dues). He 
continued by pointing out how ironic it is that one of the major 
reasons (perhaps the only reason) that congregations are members of 
the UAHC is to have access to Placement and that Placement is paid for 
by the CCAR! Alex, I have been in a number of CCAR meetings in which 
Stanley Dreyfus has bragged that the CCAR pays for Placement, so it 
can control it. Although I would not swear to it, I think I have 
heard Joe say the same thing. 

U AHC Northeast Council 
1330 Beacon Street, Suite 355 
Brookline, MA 02146 
617-277-1655 

(CONTINUED) 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
Regional Director 

Irving Belansky 
Regional President 
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The NCRCR will explore other funding sources (including the UAHC) for 
this project. We are presently testing the concept in Worcester. The 
purpose of this memo is, however, to make you aware of the situation. 
It seems to me that the CCAR is playing the funding of the Placement 
Commission for all it's worth; changing the emphasis depending on the 
audience. 

I look forward to seeing you in Boston. 



labbi Alexander M. Schiudler 

aa)•1 Paul J. Menttoft 
Arthur Graat 

Septeab•r 12, 1989 

ahe 1989•90 Min1-Vnl••r•i J •f J 4•l~• 1• an a411l abl• prosraa. 
I wt•h the thar aa1~••• w uld ... la•~&, peihap• Ch•i 4 H4 
I•• not aware of 1c. l h••• been adairlna of 1our •fforta in 
thla real■ aad continue to take prtie in thia effor1, even•• 
you abould. 



Ms. Marianna Segal 
770 Saltsbury Street 
Worcester. MA 01609 

Dear Marianna: 

October 12 • 1984 

It was great hearing from you. Al 1 ts we11 with our gang and I trust 
the same goes for you. 

Please forgive the brief response. As always. 11m on the fly. But 
I did want you to know that Dorothy's letter ts most moving. I'm 
sending it to the editors of REFORM JUDAISM In the hope that they 
will be able to place It fn this fine publication. The decision lies 
with the Editorial Board and, of course. there are always space 
cons I de rat ions. 

With best wishes for the New Year and fondest regards from house to 
house. I am 

Sincerely• 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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uc,,,r Mo ther, 

I promised to tell you how I feel al:out this important step I'm taking on Novem l:er 30th . 

Before \"8 even thought of a v.edding, Richard said he WU1ted his children to be Jewish. By Jewi.sh law, that means the mother must l:e Jewish. Without hesitating I said I 1-0uld l:ecome Jewish. At that time, my though ts and concerns \"8re al:out the children to come . I vanted them to ce part of th e ir f ather's t r adition since mine wis s o eclectic. I 1;anted them to have a religious upbringing because I felt that ;hat vas good and ethical al:out my life came from the teachings at home reinforced cy the church affiliation and the l:est of teachers at school. And if the Je wi.sh community was to l:e our community of choice, I \<anted the children to l:e full fledged and first class meml:ers of that community. 

Now three years later, tradition, moral education and a sense of community are still the gifts I want to give my children. In the meantime in the process of studying for conversion, there have l:een gifts for myself that are enhancing each day and enriching my life in unexpe cted ways. What s t a rted as a cornmi tment to Richard' s wishes and our fami l y to come l::ecame a commitment to me. 

Reading and thinking al:xmt lasic questions of belief has l:een a profound renewal for me. And perhaps the articulation and ri.t ·ual expression of those fundamental beliefs are God's gift to the human soul. My life and its preoccupations the last seven years have been focused on achieving professional competence and the respect of my p e ers. I chose a corporation in wiich my ethics 11ere unlikely to l::e challenged and would ce reinforced. So I've l:::een fortunate to work out my career: goals in a. hospi,table environment~ But without the challenges,my core feelings haven't gotten much exercise either. 
In confronting l::asic Judaism, I've rediscovered not only the essentials in my life, but also found a haven for their personal and communal . expression. 

One of my first questions wien I 1:egan st.1.1.dy classes vas "What makes a Jewish goo.a person different than a Cllristian good person?" 'Ihe class response was -- A good person is a good person. 'Ihe rabbi explained that mile that may l:e true, there 11ere approximately 600 mitzvahs (commandments) Wl.ich a Je wi.sh person should ol:serve in order to be "good." Later study classes introduced the calendar o f holidaysand the life cycle ol:servances, each with historical and emotional meanings as part of the associated ritual. Although I haven't read through a formal list of all 600 mitz vahs, I have learned that ly cele !:rating the holidays q.nd the Sabl:a.th y ear round and participating in the family events, I will l:e ol:serving a great many of the mitzvahs. As I am continuing to learn, my sense is that mitzvahs are not extraordinary,· senseless sacrifices, b.lt ordinary sensi l::il.e guidelines for human interaction and heavenly interaction. In the computerized end of the 20th century, there -is comfort and peace of mind for me in l:ecoming a Jewish good person with 5745 · years of support J::ehind me. 
With such a long history, there is also a tradition of diversity. 'Ihe old joke goes -- find three Jew; in a room together and you' 11 get five opinions. 'Ihe ability to maintain intellectual freedom within any formal institution is difficult at rest. In my studies and affiliation with the local Jewish community, I've found passionate proponents of a variety of 

as enthusi• astic support for those differences. And 
Jewish l:eliefs as Wlll 

l::s t 
"I've found that no one is excluded from traditional ol:.servance. How o ervaz: and God. Ho..ever, that is not to say that there aren t 
you are is bet-..een you 

h a '--ut the numl:er of angels on the head of a pin or ow 
people mo worry .1.1.1 

d le as 
kosher the kitchen counters are. Judaism has organizations an _p~op d other religions and also suffers like all . institutions from politics an · 1 • • l:ecoming Jewish is that I can 
philosophical disputes. But ~ fi~a Joy in 'Ih last two Fridays have 
re full omervant with my family in my home. e . 
found Jchard and I reading the Torah portion for the -..ee~fter myd d~essi~g 

· · bl • f the !:read and wine an is cussing 
f the Sabra.th candles and his essing O 

th 

0 
. • If I could l:ottle those moments together•• • tut. en 

some of my other studies. d . I can't 'l<ait until next Friday evening. 
the sal:bath happens every seven ays, 

those 

Love , 

And that's the secret of my conversion -- my looking forward to special times to celelrate the meaning and goodness of life. 

. •-· .. ·-- .. --

• ---

1. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

REFORM JUDAISM 

The enclosed letter ts from a convert to her Jewish mother-In-law. 

I found It to be moving and she thought it worthy of publication 

in REFORM JUDAISM. Of course, the decision Is yours but I did want 

to call It to your attention, 

October 12, 1984 



April 12 • 1982 

Rabbi Marc Saperstein, 
Assistant Prof. of Jewish Studies Harvard Unfversfty 
The Dfvfnfty Schoo1 
45 Francis Avenue 
Cambridge. HA 021 t 
Dear Marc: 

Thank you for your recent lett&~ fn rqard to our video-tape "Choosing Judafsm. 11 I was pl astd to l:now that you showed ft to the five suburban coftgreg, ion~ of the louth Boston area and that the reaction wa pcs1tfy and enthusfastfc. 
I am also grateful to yo~ fo~ yo r autfon in regard to the introductory remarks. Thank yoll for cal11ng this to my at­telt1on. Your comments are well taken. 
I hope you and the family had beaut1fu1 Pesach. Rhea jofns me fn sending fondest regards ffom house to house. 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schfndler 



/ 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
THE DIVINITY SCHOOL 

April 6, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of Arrerican Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

45 FRANCIS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 

I "MJuld like to report to you that we used the new video-tape 
"Choosing Judaism" at our Union Service, which brought together five 
suburban congregations to the south of Boston on March 28. The reactions 
of the congregants were extrerrely positive and enthusiastic. I found 
the introduction to this tape a little disturbing, however, and I wanted 
to bring the natter to your attention. 

You nay recall that after your initial "Outreach" address of 
December 2, 1978, Balfour Brickner sent oopies of the speech to a number 
of Christian leaders throughout the country asking for their reaction. 
One of these was Krister Stendahl, then Dean of the Harvard Divinity 
School. At that time, Krister discussed his irrpressions with me. He 
was troubled by the sentences "Judaism offers life, not death. It teaches 
free will, not surrender of l:x:x1y and soul to another hurran being. The 
Jew prays directly to Gerl, not through an intermediary who stands between 
him and his Gerl," believing that the passage irrplies a stereotyped and 
distorted view of Christianity, sorrewhat akin to the irrage of Jewish 
"legalism" or the "Gerl of strict justice" which we find offensive in 
Christian theological discourse. 

My response then was that the passage was not intended to refer by 
irrplication to Christianity, but rather to the Jonestown cult to which 
you alluded in the previous sentence, and that it should be read only in 
that context. I assurre that I am correct in understanding this to be the 
thrust of what you said. 

Now, however, these sane sentences have been taken out of their original 
context and used as the introduction to a film about conversion to Judaism 
by people who had been raised as Christians. This new context rrakes it 
seem as if your purpose is indeed to contrast Judaism with Christianity, 
and Professor StendahJ!s strictures are now very much in order. 

I "MJuld argue that the Outreach program must be conducted with great 
care that we never--even by irrplication--bear false witness against another 
faith. Unfortunately, the production people of the fiJ..J:n do not appear to 
have exercised such care in the use of your own words out of context. 

With wanrest wishes for a joyful Pesah, 

~d'yr-s Sincerely, 
//'<t4e-
Marc Saperstein, Asst. Prof. of Jewish Studies 



tr. Philip Applebaum 
Jewish Historical Society 

of Mich·gan 
24680 Rensselaer 
Oak Park, MI 48237 

Dear Mr. Applebaum: 

rtarch 3, 1982 

I really find it difficult to respond to your letter because your stated 
views are based on some misconceptions. So let me state my own vfow on 
the subject of a public debate which you raise. 

I agree \'Jith you that a debate such as those in the pages of the New York 
Times should be eschewed. I myself never attack any Orthodox leaders in 
such a forum. I do~ however, feel free to defend Orthodox attacks on my 
position in such a forum. If Orthodox leaders choose to denigrate my view 
in this marketplace of ideas, I have the right to respond. 

None of this, incidentally, is don with the 11 rancor11 which you attribute 
to us. Sol Roth and I are good friends, we work together harmoniously in 
a host of dndeavors and we do not allow a divergence of view on substantial 
issues to impair either our personal relationship or our conviction that 
the realms of our agreement are infinitely greater and more significant 
than realms of our disagreement. 

hich brings Me to the last point whic I want to make, namely that I do 
not agree ith you that we are "separate communities. 11 We are merely di­
vergent segments of~ people. We may be a pluralistic community, but 
we are still one corrmunity, one people. This, at any rate, is my convic­
tion, which I hope you will come to share. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I read with great interest your recent criticism 
of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of America for its 
decision to expell members who marry Gentiles. Accord­
ing to the press, you called that decision "blind" and 
stated, "If a (RCA) member is an adulterer or a thief, 
he may remain a member. Are those smaller sins than 
intermarriage?" 

I think your statement and similar remarks from 
other Jewish religious leaders--be they Orthodox, Con­
servative or Reform--are not only needlessly antagonistic, 
but anachronistic as well. We must face the fact, that 
in this country, we Jews--in religious terms--are not 
one people, but at least three distinct communities. 
We may stem from the same root, but today we form 
separate denominations with separate rules of behavior 
and expressions of faith. It is not the place of a 
leader of one denomination to criticize the religious 
actions of another denomination or its leaders. In the 
best American tradition, we should learn to mind our 
own business; good fences do make good neighbors. 

With regard to your remarks on adulterers and thieves, 
I would submit to you that Halakha, which presumably 
guides the lives of RCA members, provides tshuva for 
adultery and thievery; what penitential alternative 
exists for the intermarried Jew except divorce? More-
over, adultery and thievery are serious criminal charges, 
subject to the laws of evidence; intermarriage is an 
open transgression that all can see. 

Once we agree, that as separate communities, we 
are entitled to lead our lives as we wish in American 
society, we can begin to retreat from the rancor and 
animosity that divide us now. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Phillip Applebaum 
President 
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Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute 
Gerard W . Kaye 

Administrative Coordinator 
Audrey H. Goldblatt 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

100 WEST MONROE STREET. CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60603 (312} ST 2-1 4 77 

February 12, 1982 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
1330 Beacon Street 
Brookline, MA 02146 

Dear Sandy: 

GREAT LAKES REGION 
Rabbi Alan D. Bregman 

Director 

I am sure that you got a firsthand report from Leslie 
Simon when she was in New York, as to how the rest of the 
conference went. It was a grand success from every view­
point. There were probably about a hundred and sixty people 
in the room, and they stayed until the end of the conference. 

As usual, your presentation was excellent and started 
the conference on a very high level of discourse and atti­
tude. From all of us, may we thank you for your encourage­
ment and especially for your participation. 

I only want to make one other comment. You said in your 
presentation that the Outreach Program has had implications 
for all Jewish religious movements. Even though the forum 
was sponsored by a number of organizations, I want to tell 
you what happened just prior to lunch. A leading orthodox 
rabbi in the community stood up antl publicly thanked the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations for making the forum 
a reality. For him to do this publicly, was no small matter. 
I think that it confirms what you so eloquently said in your 
remarks. 

Again, thanks so much for helping us make the forum a 
success. 

ADB/dt 

Sincerely, 

( ')')) 
, _, 1/ 

Ala~ D. Bregman, Rabbi 
Director 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler , 
Rabbi Leonard Schoolman 



R~v rend a r1 Scovel 
Kin]'s Cha l House 

'· ... • , i1 tr e.:t 
0¥ ton, :i., J21 J 

Daar ~verend Scoval: 

Your let er of Jan ary 2 
ou o f-t: e-c i 1.y. -·11.1s, 

January 28, 1982 

on 1tty retu n from xt~ns1ve travel 
'l" .. r' y ir. resp nding. 

u: t 'i._n.,a 11 TauJ r'-" r • h 1 to morniJ.r congre-
gations of the Union of essentially co rect. 
Uo\fever, I must no s broad and e.1compassing 
as h indi ate . L icomc a·11 ~,ho wish to 
sh re in th ,, rsh ,, ,.. h case i your own 
con~rcgation. However, ~11: a er of the ~er,icc and 
various rituijl comp e,1ts ur o--:;i r tnse of tne Je~1ish 
faith. 

Th .,o:;ia H e o-.: t·,e co gtcgation • a1so o e ~o all. ,\nd I must not..! 
that my par·dcular co.,~ern i that OJ congregatio s be open and welcom·ng 
to 1nterfait:1 couples anu t.Pir ch"ldren. In terms of governmental as)e.ts, 
our congregations ar. au· o on us a . ...: 11 dle in .. he .1ajority of cases the 
1 ... adersl ip is closed to 10 e 01 he Je,i .1 f itl, ti.ere are instances w re 
non-J~ts, usual .y marricJ to a Je , i • so active i. the cong gation t my 
do serve on the B ard nd in a very few cases we have heard of non-,Jewish 
presidents. 

I am enclosing a copy of my Houston address to the UAHC Board of Trustees, 
when I first proposed Outreach. I believe you w111 find ft t be of i1 r 
est. 

There are many aspects of fl\Y proposal which simply cannot be given ~rop r 
d1scuss1on by correspondence. I would welcome an opportunity to chat with 
you by telephone or, 1f you v1s1t New York with any regularity. perhaps we 
could arrange to meet. 

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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KING'S CHAPEL 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
6 River Lane 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108 

January 20, 1982 

Westport, Connecticut 06880 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

A neighbor and friend of yours, Hermann 
Taub, whose son has been keeping company with 
my daughter for almost four years now, told 
me of a proposal which is to come up before 
the reform congregations in this country. 
As I understand the proposal, it is to allow 
non-Jews to take full part in the liturgical, 
governmental and social life of the reform 
congregations without requiring the customary 
ritual of conversion. I am writing to ask 
if this is in fact true. Is there any material 
which you could allow someone like myself to 
see? 

Standing on the liberal side of Christianity, 
I am intrigued by such a universalistic gesture, 
and it is the s~rt of thing that I sometimes 
hoped might happen in Christianity. I would 
be grateful for anything which you feel you can 
send me. May God bless you, sir, in your work. 

Carl Scovel 
CRS/cmf 

Rev. Carl Scovel, Minister 

King's Chapel House, 64 Beacon St.: Telephone 227-2155, Miss Dorothy Lindsey, Parish Secretary 
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Chairman 
David W. Belin 

Co-Chairman 
Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 

Director 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

Ms. Edith Miller 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 

Task Force On Reform Jewish Outreach 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBI S 

1330 BEA CON STR EET. SUITE 355. BROOKLINE. MASSAC HUS ETT S 02146 !716) 277 -1655 

January 26, 1982 

New York, NY 10021 

Dear Edith: 

Thank you for your good wishes. I hope we can 
meet when I'm in New York February 7 and 8. 

I have responded to Mrs. Apkin and am enclosing 
a copy of my letter for your informati on. 

Shalom, 

29~ ~( 
Dru GreenwJ od 

DG:dan 
enclosure 
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Chairman 
David W. Belin 

Co-Chairman 

Mrs. Benjamin Apkin 
19 East Quincy Street 
North Adams, MA 01247 

Dear Mrs. Apkin: 

Task Force On Reform Jewish Outreach 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIO ,S CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

1330 BEACON STREET SUITE 355. BROOKLINE. MASSACHUSETTS 02146 (716) 277 165S 

January 26, 1982 

I have just received a copy of your letter inquiring about 
Outreach in the Hartford area. Outreach programming for 
intermarried couples is still in the exploratory stages in 
most communities, so this should be an exciting time for 
your children to become involved. 

Temple Sinai in Newington, Connecticut, is in the process of 
initiating such a program and is planning a first meet ing to 
identify needs and set goals sometime in Feburary. Their rabbi, 
Mark Bronstein, would be most happy for your daughter and her 
husband to participate. They should call Temple Sinai (561-1055) 
for further information on the date~ time and place of the meeting. 

If I can be of any further assistance to you please don't hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

19»-V ~~ 
Dru Greenwoc/A • 
Outreach Coordinator 
Northeast Region, UAHC 

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman DG: da n 
Director cc: Edith Miller 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
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January 8, l9S2 

Mra. cnJ :rd v1 2.n 
19 East Quincy Street 
..... re • ::,.. .. , ?12 7 

Dear .rs. i. .,.;;1. i 

thr-­

gr a. 

I um a.1.::.o zh: . .:: r n P 

... c c-h c..:::k ,le. - .. 
~(l·l ry. 

s OU -of- h~ 
etter of De 

'I, 

Edith ,T. Miller 

the liberty o::: 

oor ina­
.;ations in 
o o 1:r pr 

Aas1.stant to the President 
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Ms. Victoria Read 
31 B rlow Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA. 02130 

Dear Ms. Read: 

July 17, 1979 

Your June 27 letter to Rabbi Schindler has been forwarded to this office 
by MOMENT Magazine. As R bbl Schindler is out-of-the-country, I am 
taking the lfberty of responding in his behalf. 

Rabbi Schlndler•s article In MOMENT was based on an address he made to 
the Bo rd of Trustees of th UAHC In December, 1 78. For yov.4.nterest, 
I enclose the full text of that ddress. I also enclose her i h an 
Adult Jewish Studies outlin which provid s resource materla sand study 
questions which will be of Int r st. You will note a reference to KEEPING 
POSTED among the resource material . This magazine Is published by the 
UAHC and a sample edition i enc1o ed, as 11 as the KEEPING POSTED Mini­
Course brochure which is an excell nt ource of study materials. 

As a result of Rabbi Schlndl r's prop sals to the UAHC, a Task Force on 
Outreach has been formed. It is directed by bbl Sanford Seltzer. a 
member of the UAHC staff. He Is located In oston and I am certain he 
would be pleased to suggest additional re dlng materials to you. Rabbi 
Seltzer is th author of "Jews and on-Jews Falling In Love," and he Is 
a very sensitive human b Ing. You might w1sh to share your concerns with 
him. His office telephone number is 617-277·1655 and I am sharing with 
him a copy of thi letter so he will be apprised of the possibility of 
a call from you. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

SI nee re 1 y, 

Ed I th J. M f 11 er 
Assistant to the President 

Encl. 
cc: Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
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Mr. Robert S1ff 
B & U Footwear 
Webster, Massachusetts 

Dear Bob: 

May 11, 1979 

The enclosed series of Moment articles. beginning on page 17, a e based 
on nw Houston speech. I thought they might be of interest to you. 

The current (May) Corrmentary also has an articl n my proposals written 
by a Protestant theologian. 

With warmest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

enc. 



Mr. Nathan Greenberg 
390 Main Street 
\ 1orcester, Mass. 01608 

De r Nate: 

May 11 • 1979 

The enclosed series of Moment articles, beginning on page 17, are based 
on my Houston speech. TThought they ig t be of interest to you. 

The current (May) Commentary also has an article on my proposals written 
by a Protestant theologi n. 

With warmest regards from house to house, I am 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

enc. 



rs. William Yoffie 
147 Winifred Avenue 
Worcester, MA 01602 

Dear Judy: 

May 11, 1979 

The enclosed copy of Moment magazine 1n ihich there is a symposium on my 
Houston proposals on conv rs ion may be of interest to you. I call 1 t to 
your attention because I recall you wrote me sometime ago that the members 
of Emanuel were a bit taken aback by tY proposals on this subject. You 
might also be interested in an article in the May edition of Commentary 
written by a prominent Prot stant theologi n. 

I suppose Eric has told you bout our conver at1ons. Needless to say. I 
am delighted with the prospects. 

With wannest regards from house to house. I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

enc. 



Rabbi Albert S. Goldstein 
Temple Ohabei Shalom 
1187 Beacon Street 
Brookline, MA 02146 

Dear Albert: 

Apri 1 10 s 1979 

I wasn't quite in knee pants in 1954. As a matter of fact I was 
at Pike, but I was busy playing poker not listening to addresses 
and in those days I didn't even read the New York Times. (actually, 
as I recall it, I suffered something of a kidney attack then and wa 
was rushed off to the hospital in id-conference as it were). 

I'm very happy that you are of one opinion with me. You ought to 
know that I've made it clear wherever I go that I do not consider 
my views to be in any sense a novum but quite the contrary that I 
consider this view in the fullest harmony with every great thinker 
and leader of the Refonn movement (and, of course, that includes 
you!}. 

All our love. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Steph• C. Meaner 
Norrie B-33 
Banard uiaeu Scthool 
Soldier• r1e1• 
loatoa, Naaa. 02163 

Bur ~. Mu8118r 

Tbaak you for your 
of ur lnterMt in 
l pl.....t to l rn 
follOlrillg your apa 
own Bianer Camp. 

We an ill the proee.a of~~­
t"-Y haft had an opportuait 
by our Board ad the ramific 
Poree vUl rN41iaNmd the tMUmer 
-.ol'V!IMDt of a greater• r of peo 
or local leftl Ifill not •e r-.R11Y 

trueb and once 
npo•ala approftd 

• the Tan 
Thua, :la-

, M AM./ 

of cour••• ahan with the •mMae<>~*•·~•..., 
ntba. w111, 

roe your iacaut, 
lliaht UN you o 

J)Z'Ol'r•• 
u vell u your ltackground, in th 
adnlltaa• ta iapleMllting this~ 

ror you iaterut, I eDCloee benw:lth the full text of ay ad4rea• to 
he 1WIC Joan. 

With ewry pd v1ah acl Jd.ndut ar .. tinp, I• 

Stneerely, 

Alnander N. Schiadl.er 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

Morris E-33 
Harvard Business School 
Soldiers Field 
Boston, Mass. 02163 

February 7, 1979 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New Y?rk 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I was very excited to read about your suggestion that we Jews 
try to reach out to the religiously uncommitted. I wonder if 
there is any way in which I could get involved in this effort. 

At present, I am a first year student at the Harvard Business 
School. I am very active in Jewish affairs here. I am the 
President-elect of the HBS Jewish Students Association and 
am on the Student Coordinating Council of Harvard-Radcliffe 
Hillel. In addition, I have been involved with Reform Judaism 
for years. I grew up in Temple Beth-El of Great Neck and went 
to Camp Eisner. 

I have enclosed a copy of my resume to give you a better idea 
of my secular background. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Since re 1 y , -. -- --. 

r') - /7 /4/ 
J t~-L //Zt.e~✓_,t__ 

Stephen c. Messner 
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education 

1978-1980 

1972-1976 

business 
experience 

1977-1978 

1976-1977 

other 
experience 
1974-1976 

personal 
background 

references 

RESUME OF STEPHEN C. MESSNER 

Morris Hall E-33 
Harvard Business School 
Boston, Massachusetts 02163 
Phone: 617-498-5712 

Home Address: 
8 Surrey Lane 

Great Neck, New York 11023 
Phone: 516-487-3780 

HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Candidate for the degree of Master in Business Administration, June, 1980. 
First-year general management curriculum. Member Agribusiness, Computer 
Industry and Technology, and Small Business Clubs. Writer, Student Musical. 
Intramural Athletics. 

HARV ARD UNIVERSITY CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Received Bachelor of Arts degree, magna cum laude, and Master of Science 
degree, both in Applied Mathematics. Academic Honors included Dean's List 
all semesters and Harvard College Scholarship (honorary) for academic distinc­
tion. Member of WHRB, college radio station, and Literary Board, The Harvard 
Lampoon. 

LEHMAN BROTHERS KUHN LOEB NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Corporate Analyst in Corporate Finance Department. Responsible for statisti­
cal information, memos, and various special projects for mergers and acquisi­
tions, underwritings, evaluations, and financial advisory services. 

BAIN & COMPANY BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Management consulting firm specializing in strategic planning. Research 
Assistant, responsible for analysis of data ; close work with consultants as 
member of case team . 

Research Assistant/Computer Programmer, Department of Economics, Harvard 
University , specializing in statistical data analysis and scientific programming. 

Have traveled extensively in the United States and Europe and in parts of the 
Middle East and Far East. Special interests include music, theater, jogging, and 
the outdoors. 

Personal references available on request. 

November, 1978 





TEMPLE EMANUEL 

MRS. WILLIAM A. YOFFIE, PRESIDENT 
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lenari Poller, D.D.S. 
278 Pederal ltnet 
Greeafial.4, ..... 01 

January 18, 1979 

It wu thoughtful of 'J'l!ll!lP.a,,,111:111.Mm 

to the loyanky col 
..... I appneiat 

WhU.tlle napoue 
an, of ceurM, t 
...Utu var, froa no t 
eo do eo would keep ae 
diffftellt paltoatf.on.. 
talua it upon t ... 

Vltll gratitude and nery 

.,.11llililllllf.U.ve, tun 
... ~ ... IIIFGtm vari-ou Jwuh 

::~1iir .. ■l'a1i!ltll'4 aot to r••pond .. w: ........ to tha ectf.cor of 
as you do ¥111 alN 

ve vritlng■ • 
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278 FEDERAL STREET - GREENFIELD, MASS. 01301 

TELEPHONE 773-5132 

January 5, 1979 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
65th Street & Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

The enclosed column appeared in the December 28th issue 

of the Jewish Weekly News published in Springfield, ,·~ss. 

Now normally I don't go about writing letters to editors 

nor do I normally defend Rabbis, since by and large they can 

adequate]y defend themselves. 

However, as a former President of a tteform Congregation, 

and as a believer in the lieform movement, I cou]d not allow 

the hatred to go unanswered. 

My answer is enclosed and you might wish to answer it 

yourself. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Bernard Poll er, D.D.S. 



Bemard Poller , D. D.S. 
278 Federal t reet 
Gr eenfield, Mass. 

J nuary 5, 1979 

o t he itor a 

I was shocked to r ead Rabbi Boyar ky ' s "St dpoi nt" column in t he 

camber 28th i ssue of t he J wish eekly N ws. Never hav I read such 

veno. and cont e pt f rom one colleague ow ard ot her. 

Does Rabbi Boyar ky aintain that nl ha , and h se o t hink as 

he does. kno lth t ast for uda1 ? ~ts r es e • s t he height 

o ' chut.&pah •. Cer nly such t erms as •·quick- f i x • , ' o i.e-all sol u-

t i on • , and • an~c ~onvey on mpt ot onl y for the id a, 

f or the man behi d the i dea. 

Perhaps Rabbi Boy ky would do bet er to ex !.lllin new icieas in 

do th ~for den atlll coll ague i n the 1-a.bbi n11.t e . Porhaps he 

should reali ze t hat the eform arm of Judai sm does not h e o 

'conv rted t o a more positively ori nt d Judai • • 'lhe eform 

!!, ' positively ori ent ed ' , although possibly not t o Rabbi 

l i king. 

sky ' s 

Int • unfortun taly , occur though all th e.rms of 

Juda and the bbi ' s i nti ation t t i t only happens 

R form Jew ia sad collllRentary on h s pr jud c • His on 

the • pi ual anded cational ' di et of eform outh efle t badly 

on hi knowledge of the m,tter. 

t e lso point out to the good Rabbi that el 10 that 

ears •contamination fr m for nf u nee • i nv t s ta8nation and 

death . oughout history, Ju ais ha grown and c 

survived , ore oft en than not , by adapting to conditions. t time 

t he dap tion has een a turning nward and at oth r ti a an expansion 

i nto the civ liz tion around t. I th a r maned true to i t s nner 

charact r , but s chang t clothe any times. 
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STANDPOINT 

Schindler 's Cal Fo A 'Jewish Evangeli!i-m' 

American Jews can now breathe 
a sigh of relief and relax. Ro bbi 
Alexander Schindler. presidl'il ' of 
he congregational arm llf Heform 

Judaism, has concocted a "q uid, 
fix,'' cure-all solution fo1 r he 
erosion cause.ct by the hgh in­
cidence of intcrmarr1a ',!1e tl::1 • ! \ 

plaguing the ,\ •nLric:J 11 Jc,.; 1\fl 

com unity . His pa11a( ,: .1 tor .\' l • ; 

alls American Jew s "' .. . 
pr minently featured , ,i; , 1,c tnmt 
page ol the Dtc . 2 ·11nciav L' 1,11«n 

of the Nt>w York Time, . 
In an addre~s before tht· h , a r 1 

of the Union of ,\meric: :rn 1-lt: ur t:"' 
Congregations. Rabbi Sc h ind lcr 
stated that like the other ra1h·hc~ 
of Judaism, the Re orm n, mcmt.>nt 
has been sh owin g ·in crea , ing 

conc-P rn for 1ht> 1,i~s l, f Jews 
th ro11gh i1; term;1rri~ ~.:. 

T1, rep I en i.sh rh t:sc It sscs , he. 
cal lrd on Rl!rorm }t-'v. ~ .tt, r .-:ver e 
the practice ,.f c·cn111ries and 
m,,t•ni d dri, 11 co n1l·rt the 
"11 chu rcheJ • ~en ti le-; tn J-udai\m 
- a cuphem i,; 11 tor a Je wish 
h~ .. , n, of .: 1 «·1gel 1~111 . ~or n~ 
tm !em, i· ,t 'Hlll. lie rccon mended 
th,· , ,rahhh r\;t•:: · nl at t (1utrc~ch 
.·1,rnn11i,,1 , M ' ,.· .itch fund cd 
l11r t h •~ ri~cruitn, : n !'! !' :-ri~c l:, 't'~ 10 

J11d~1 .\ln an1 ltig 1Le n i1t ion ~ of 
A• ., u-icam "' ho l' L • ",cck •~ rs of 
trutn " ,rn rf wlH' ia,I prey IO the 
Ill _, \•ical . . dts whi, ·,1 er1, lav e t h<'m. 
"Treir hunger or tn:: t. .· he \,1id , 
'had only been unde r~co:rd by t he 

Please turn to P: ge 20 

Standpoint ... ind~nlty ol hh proposal all th <: nu,.ily. His apiiea i fo r fund s 
h011i<l Pt' allocated iustrad, to 

Cont.mu~ from Pqe J 

loss of 900 members of the 
People's femple in the mass 
suici(:le and murders in Guyana ." 

Rather than venturing on a 
missionary hunting spree for non• 
Jewish "~eekers of truth" who are 
by and large emot ionally disturbed 
and socially maladju,lcd in ­
dividu als. Rabbi Sch indler sh ,uld 
"conver " h: own flod, to a more 
positiveh· oncnrcd Judaism. " Fi ~: 
correc t th,,elf." ,:1\5 the Talm ud . 
"then ·, re1.1 t11 h1e r .. ·• T ;; 
Guyana 1, : ~t'<iy tbt 11e rt"fcrs rn , 

amplifie~ •he un-..,undnt:ss a•1.1 

Sine<' b_v 11~ own adnw,\ion, a 
~h,x: king r1uml>er of Rewrrn Jews 
marrv ,,ut .,f 1 I , 1r fa ·•h. it woc1 Id 
have hl'e n 111,e 1r Rabbi 
Schm 'ler had re not u1 , eiled his 
111-c ,nce1ved missionary ,che:ne 
ahr,,ad l:ly w do np he ha~ 
comrn1tt.-:d ,1 J I , 1~1,crt:1 1c•n: 
he ha\ L'•• mt,' •l'hed t r. e 
•nad c 1 . 11 111t u ,, I and 
ecJ, •, · ,,1 1 , 1a l J1 t t fe,l ihc ,YOlll I t f 
hi ,nm 1 " rt Jfl'i «nl, ,.;u1 l: . it n t 
di rec-t h ,,,;i. '1•'d rh,: ,ou , 
~ n , 1 t i..: I, , ') l · 1 . l ,!i.. t, l f ! i lC 

111 u , hr t i ... n I . r 
u f ~ .-1 l 1, 'J. 1 ,p \,I i : il l ' ·' I'' 
th,iu , an,!~ t \! .e 1., h 11 th , an • 

I rnri.s b lllt t' i\l 1 ~ r' 
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, ,n tn;ac-ii these victin . lor their' 
re habil'r , tion . t 

One 1,1 thl' prirn:i.r;• reasons "'hY 
Jud , ism !1as , urvi ,·ed all . these 
ce1,, -i ri e~ and su cceeded in 
reta ining ih vigor ancl ma intain its 
oriiiin a!. unad ulr ,· ratt·d ch aracter. 
i, hecau,, rt has al way, drawn on 
II \ c> 11 111nhaustiblc. spiriteal 
, -·~nut LC', ahd ,perat ed wi th its 
t•wn ph\ ~1cal n•a npower . And to 
,.., .. ,~ 11. , n1 it fn m co n t:.mination 

' ,v furc111n intluc nces. ludai \m has 
hu,1 ncd i11v1,ive m e 11t in a n v 

I ll s, 1 r~•') utrivity. 0nly tho,e 
ho ~ .. ek c0 111·Lr~ion voluntarily 

a, :J 11 th .,uffic;em proof of 
,,n., i~tiun arc acccptt'd. That is 
wh, he rt'iigious parties in Is rael 
:, :id Ort ho<.h1x leaders elsewhere 
in~ ist on keeping the "who is a 
Jc:".,., issu e on the front hurner of 
1 he K ncs~et .1gcnd a and are 
•itt:'• ·~, ly pu~hing fo r the passage 

a 'l :1 .endmen t to the Chok 
H· shr . J t - the Law of Return -
111 .-ca,1. _.inversion according to 
rhe tn.: t require::ments f Jewish 
Law. 

In all fairness to Rabh i 
5, nd lcr it must be said that in a 
,,.,, e he has made a valuable 
cuntrihut ion. He broughr-to.public 
attcnt1, r a most crucial problem 
that faces American Jewry and the 
ur "KY for undelayed action to 
sot.c it. As far as his proposition 
1 •1per 1s concerned, my guet.f is 
t 1&t the Reform movement's ewn 
rank and tile mem bership will 
reject it outright. Apd atr't}t~ will_. 
fe'1)!UI) ~f, it•• • t V • • • 

.., ~ ~ .. 




