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' 
Ms. Xenia Arnsdel 
3356 Barnard Way 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

Dear Ms. Arnsdel: 

October 11, 1993 
26 Tishri 5754 

This response to your deeply touching letter has been 
delayed far too long and I hope you will forgive me. Do 
not think for one moment that I ignored you. Quite the 
contrary, your comments have been with me since I received 
your letter. Unfortunately, my schedule has been frenetic 
what with the Jewish holidays (and I do serve a 
congregation for the High Holy Days) and preparations for 
the UAHC's major Biennial convention in San Francisco less 
that two weeks hence. I have barely been at my office for 
I have been researching and writing my President's Message 
which is to be given at that convention. 

The fact of the matter is that I was profoundly effected 
by what you had to say; so much so that it is my intention 
to make reference to it in my Biennial address. It was 
also shared with the editor of REFORM JUDAISM, the UAHC 
magazine, and if you have not already heard from him you 
will be receiving a letter shortly. 

Your story and others which are similar are precisely the 
kinds of unfortunate experiences which point to the 
injustice of it all. Indeed, that is why I was impelled 
me to press for Reform Judaism ' s adoption of a resolution 
on patrilineal descent which embraces as Jews children 
born to either a Jewish father or mother. 

For your perusal, I enclose herewith some of my writings 
on this critical and sensitive subject which I believe 
will interest you. I do hope I will meet you personally 
before too long, perhaps during one of my visits to the 
Los Angeles area. Do you ever travel to New York? If so, 
you might let me know in advance so we might arrange to 
meet. I would welcome such an opportunity. With warm good 
wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



October 11, 1993 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

TO: Rabbi Lennard R. Thal 

The enclosed is self-explanatory. She reads RJ so may be 
a member of one of our congregations. Before I seek a 
meeting, I thought you might seek to get me a line on this 
woman. Her letter is touching. 

Many thanks. 
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Rabbi Frank Stern 
2625 N. Tustin Avenue 
Santa Ana, CA. 92705 

Dear Frank: 

May 6, 1987 
7 Iyar 5747 

Thank you for your letter of April 9 and your letter to yo~r 
congregants. I am grateful to you for sharing your decision 
with me. I respect the earnestness of your approach. 

With thanks and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



r 

~M 
RABBI FRANK STERN 

2625 N. TUSTIN AVENUE 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

April 9, 1987 ~ ' 9iVJr---

,, / , rv\/ 

ciJ.V a,,\r 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler ~ 1 r\r'( .

1
- _p.,ft) 

UAHC fV' 
838 - 5 th Ave. ~ • (),~ 
New York, New York 10021 1 P,q_j 

Dear Alexander, ,.yv- '\ < 
I have changed my position about officiating at a wedding D-11'~, 
ceremony in which either the bride or groom technically is not - U 
Jewish at the time of the wedding. Where there is a commitment 
to establish a Jewish family and to rear their children as Jews, 
I am now willing to officiate at such ceremonies. 

I recently explained my new position to the 
synagogue. I thought you might be interested 
letter which I sent to each of them. 

members of my 
in reading the 

Cordi ally, 

RFS/ns 



Temple Beth Sholom 
of Orange County 

March 26, 1987 

Dear Congregant: 

At the Board Meeting on March 25, 1987, Rabbi Stern shared with 

the Board of Directors his struggle regarding his officiating at 

marriages where both the bride and the groom are committed to 

establishing a Jewish home, but where one of them technically may 

not be Jewish at the time of the wedding. And he shared with us 

his decision now to officiate at such marriages. 

The Board of Directors unanimously endorsed Rabbi Stern's 

position on this subject and praised him for his willingness to 

reconsider his ideas in the light of changed circumstances. 

I asked Rabbi Stern to enclose this letter with his own, so that 

you might know that the Temple Board wh9leheartedly endorses his 

decision. 

SGK/ns 

RABBI FRANK STERN 

Sincerely, 

Au-,~ ~ 1--~ 
Susan G. Katz 
President 

SUSAN G. KATZ. PRESIOENT DR. LEORA BARON. EDUCATOR 

2625 N. TUSTIN AVENUE SANTA ANA. CALIFORNIA 92705 (714) 532-6724 

CANTOR IRVING GREEN 



Dear Friends: 

RABBI FRANK STERN 
2625 N. TUSTIN AVENUE 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

March 26, 1987 

Times change. Often more rapidly than ever we would have 
imagined. Who would have thought just fifty years ago that 
almost half the Jews in the world would be living in the United 
States? Who would have thought that almost 40% of Jewish 
marriages in America would end in divorce? Who would have 
imagined that in America one i n e v ery three J ews marries a 
non-Jew? 

Times change. And we -- rabbis, educators, committed and caring 
Jewish leaders -- we must somehow change with them or be swept 
aside as irrelevant. 

We are fighting against all the inducements and conveniences of 
modern living to preserve an ancient heritage, to maintain in 
our own lives and to transmit to our children our ancient 
patterns and traditions. It is clear to me now more than ever 
that we must wage that battle with even greater energy and 
determination if our traditions are to survive. We ought to 
intensify our efforts in Jewish education. We ought to increase 
our support of Jewish causes and institutions. We ought to make 
more time in our lives for Jewish obervances. 

Yet we should not close the door · on those who are not so 
committed, on those who are uncertain, on those who stray. One 
out of every three Jews in America marries a non-Jew. And I 
anticipate that the proportion will continue to increase. If we 
don't try to keep these people attached to Judaism somehow, a 
generation from now the Jewish community in America · will be 
decimated. I am pleased with our congregation's efforts to 
reach out to the non-Jewish spouses of temple members, to make 
them feel welcome and to involve them in synagogue life. I am 
pleased also with the Introduction to Judais m program housed at 
our temple and with our congregation's support of new converts 
to Judaism. 

But more is needed. 



Throughout my rabbinic career, I have officiated only in 
marri~ges where both the bride and groom were Jewish at the time 
of the wedding. In this regard (as in many others), I have been 
a traditionalist. Like the vast majority of Reform rabbis I 
believed that Jewish tradition would be better preserved ir I 
did not officiate in mixed ·marriages. 

I've changed my mind. After agonizing over the issue alone and 
with congregants, after sharing with them their difficulties and 
disappointments, I now perceive things differently. I believe 
that Jewish tradition will be better preserved and the Jewish 
community better served if I officiate at marriages where the 
bride and the groom evidence a strong commitment to Judaism, 
even though one of them technically may not be Jewish at the 
time of the wedding. 

I hope they will remain attached to Jewish tradition. I hope 
they will enroll in the Introduction to Judaism class. I hope 
they will rear their children as Jews. In mixed marriages, 
statistics have shown. that the religion of the family generally 
follows the spouse that is most committed to his/her religion. 
I want to work on their Jewish commitments. 

Most of the weddings at which I officiate involve members of the 
temple. I don't do many non-member weddings. I'm busy enough 
just serving the members of our congregation. And I anticipate 
that the pattern will continue. I don't plan to respond any 
more fully than I do now to requests from non-members for my 
services. 

Times change, and we must change with them. My decision to 
change feel right and is justified by current and projected 
conditions in American Jewish life, but it marks a significant 
turning point in the life of our congregation -- and all turning 
points are a bit unsettling. We will need to support and 
encourage each· other. In the long run, however, I feel certain 
that we and our children will be better for it. 

Cordially, 

RFS/ns 



Ms. Betty F. levy 
11442 Culver Park Drive 
Culver City, CA 90230 

Dear Ms. Levy: 

DOcember 23, 1987 
22 Tevt 5748 

Your letter of December 15 has just reached me and I hasten to reply. It pleased me to hear from you and to have you share with me your thoughts and concerns on intermarriage. 

My original statementswas a bit different from the quote you share in your letter. What I have said 1s that because we reject intermarriage we do n6atneed to reject, indeed we should stand ready to accept the intermarried. 

Rejecting intermarriage does not mean that the non-Jewish partner is to be rejected as a person, as a human bein~. What one has to make clear is that even when a clergyperson will not conduct an interfaith marriage ceremony that in itself is not rejection of the couple. Non-perfounance of such a ceremony is based on the individual conscience of the rabbi. How the rabbi says 11N0 11 to a couple makes a great difference in their feeling of rejection. The rabbi should still counsel the couple, explain the reason for non-performance of such ~1edding ceremonies and make it known to the couple that they are not be-ing rejected. I have known of instances where a couple felt turned-off and rejected by a member of the clergy who perfenns interfaith weddings and the bride and groom determined to be wed by a Judge. There are ways to say Yes and No which communicate either openness or rejection and I have urged my colleagues to be very careful in dealing with couples of different faitherand certainly to make certain they are not turned away by a telephone operator or member of the temp1e staff. The rabbi should be the one to respond to such calls. 

The UAHC and our Outreach Department are making great stridd~ in our work with new Jews as well as interfaith couples and their children. We are aware of the many roblems which present themselves and we are striving to respond to the problems on every tevel and to provide as much aid and counsel, as well as warmth in welcoming these families into our midst, as is possible given our modest resources. 



Ms. Betty F. Levy 
December 23, 1987 
Page -2-

If you are interested in obtaining some of our Outreach materials or in chatting with a member of the Outreach staff, you might want to contact our Outreach office in Los Angeles (213-653-9962). Our national director of Outreach~ Lydia Kukoff, is based in Los Angeles and I am certain she will provide information and help should you seek either. 

141th warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schiddler 
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:ier Schindler 

11442 Culver Park Drive 
Culver City, CA 90230 
December 15, 1987 

rican Hebrew Congregations 
enue 
'i. 10021 

~hindler, 

the liberty of writing to you, something I have 
been wanting to do since last year when I was reading an 
article by Dr. Louis L. Kaplar. that appeared in the Jewish 
S2ectator, Summer 1986 issue. 

Innis article* "The Coming of Age of North American Jewry" 
Dr. Kaplan states the following: "Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
has stated that the appropriate stance is to reject inter
marriage, but to accept the intermarried." Doesn't rejection ~ 
of the n~n-Jewish partner before the marriage cause sufficient 
hurt and/or hatred witnin this partner that affects a healthy 
relationship with the "parents-in-law"? In other words, a 
certain amount of damage is done. 

I have been groping with intermarriage in our Jewish Community 
in general these past many years; and,now on a more personal 
level, I am grappling with it as a parent ("unbelievable", as 
many of us say), aunt, and friend to other -parents in this 
same situation. ecently I have been trying to accept the 
"resp0nse to intermarriage ... to, outreach"** even thou h 
inwardly I am not coping. 

Thank you so much for your understanding. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~~e:;cr 
* ~ctually this is a print of a paper Dr. Kaplan presented 

at the 1985 General Assembly of the Council of Jewish 
Federations and •~elf are Boards. 

** "From Outrage to Outreach" by Dr. Egon Mayer, Women's 
League Outlook, Fall Issue 1987, p. 28. 
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Commission on Reform Jewish Outreach 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

6300 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SUITE 1475, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90048 (213) 653-9962 

December 9, 1986 
7 Kislev 5747 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

(iP 

I thought that the Board Meeting was absolutely terrific. 
I returned home late Sunday night and by the time I got 
to the office Monday morning I already had several calls 
from Regional Directors who had Board members return and 
call them immediately to say what a fabulous Board Meeting 
it had been and how much they loved the film and were 
eager to obtain a copy. So many good things happened that 
it will take me a while to assimilate them all but I am 
grateful to you for giving Outreach the opportunity to be 
the subject of a Board Meeting. 

As I looked at the mail that had accumulated in my absence, 
I found the enclosed and I wanted to share with you some of 
the naehaJ I felt. Kandy Larkey was a participant in out 
first "Times and Seasons" group. She had never known Jews 
as she grew up and she was the person who did not even know 
that her husband-to-be was Jewish. In fact, when she 
brought him home to meet her mother, her mother asked 
whether he was Jewish. Kandy replied that she did not 
know. They participated in the group and found it very 
helpful. Shortly afte~ the group Kandy became pregnant 
and had Jacob. Kandy and Charles divorced shortly after 
and she found herself alone with a bably. We have never 
lost contact with her and have been very supportive to 
her. She has been doing a super job of raising her child 
and trying to maintain some sense of Judaism in the home. 
When she moved from the immediate Los Angeles area, her 
first phone call was to us to find where the temple was 
and where a good Jewish pre-school was in her new 
community. When we got the enclosed card we ~vetted. 
Kandy is a most remarkable women, beautiful in all senses 
of the word. She is highly intelligent and very deep. 
We have now put her in touch with a rabbi with whom we 
know she will enjoy working toward her conversion. 
Another success story for "Times and Seasons'': another 
person who would never have been reached without this 
terrific program. 

more ... 



It was especially fitting that I saw this almost first on 
top of my stack of mail. 

I hope that you and Rhea had a marvelous time in Israel 
and I will look forward to seeing you soon. 

~~ 
Lydia Kukoff 
Directo r 

LK/mf 

enc. 
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From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

MEMORANDUM I 

ARLENE CHERNOW 

RABBI THAL, RABBI BRIDGE AND{YDIA KUKOFF 

Date OCTOBER 9, 1986 

VISIT TO TUSCON AND PHOENIX, SEPTEMBER 28TH AND 29TH 

My visit to Tuscon and Phoeni x was very productive . The day I spent in 
Tuc son opened some doors to Outreach that had been previously closed . 
It was a day that will live for a long ti me in my memory. 

My first stop in Tucson was a meeting sponsored by Congregation Chaverim. 
The meeting was planned to explain Outreach to Chaverim members, and to 
raise the awareness of the community about Chaverim. Chaverirn had gone 
to great effort to contact interma rri ed couples. Somewhere between 60-75 
peopl e attended. 

Now we get to the memorable part of the meet ing. I descr ibed Outreach with 
a specia l emphas i s on welcoming intermarried couples. Th e t ime t hat had 
been alloted for ques tion s and an swer s becctilie a shar in g of (~x periences , wi th 
eac h one being more painful than the one before. 

.,. 

A typical story was ''I didn't think that having Jewish children was impartan t 
to me until I became pregnant. Th e on ly person that wou l d talk to us was 
my husband's priest ." This story came from a Chaver ·im member. A great deal 
of anger was also expressed. It became very important to l et t he couples 
ex pre ss t hei r fe elin gs. My re spons e. to heir qu es t ions ,ere: thi s meet ing 
is a eginn ing, I suggested that non-members loo k at 1·1h t Chaver im was s ying 
to them and that the r e re segment s of the community that we ca nnot change, 
but that shou ld not be the ca use of rle nying t hei r fam i ly a Jewish ex perience . 

The couple s may have entered angry, but t hat was not t he way t hey lef t. In 
fact, they almos t did no t leave at al l. The Chaverim members who were present 
app roached eac h co uple. One ho ur aft er the fo rmal par t of t he mee ting many 
of t he: f amilies ... :ere st i 11 ta 1 king t o Chave , i rn member s . I al so r;-;ade co ntact 
with ev ery coup le who had spoken . By 9:00 tha t evening Chaverim had received 
s i x phone call s fr om familie s i nterested i n membershi p. 

Chaver im will need to provide suppor t group s 1t t he in t ermarri ed cou pl es do 
join, I t hink that the leadersh i p has both t he awareness of the need and 
the t alent to provide the group s . 

Union of American Hebrew Con3re3ations 
6300 WI LSHIR E BLVD .. SUITE 1475. LOS ANGELES. CA 90048 12131 6'jJ 9%:> 



\.... ,. 

PAGE 2. - VlST TO 
TUCSON & PHOENIX 

From the Chaverim meeting, I went to the home of Trudy A~ron the program 
director of Temple EmanuEl. Trudy and I spent an hour and a half talking 
before dinner. 

Trudy had invited Temple leaders to dinner including Burt Landau, Meryl Schoolman 
and active intermarried couples who are not on the board. The first part of the 
,evening involved a general discussion of what Outreach is all about, and dealing 
with the feelings of the people in the room. Once that was f inished, we were 
able to discuss the program. • • 

Bu rt and Meryl think that Temple Emanu-El i s now ready to become more invo lved 
i n Outreac h. At this point they offer a holiday workshop for every hol iday . 
They offer one year of participation in religious sc hoo l without requiring 
mem bers hip for intermarried couples . They seemed to have a clear understanding 
of their pro blems names: older membership, personality of the Rab bi and the 
need for growth among the young intermarried coupl es in Tu cson. 

They also felt tha t the professional support staff that had been r ecently hired 
would be effectiv e in dealing with the problems. They were very receptive to 
all of my suggest ions. They would li ke me to speak to t he ir membershi p. They 
a l so suggested a meeting in Casa Gra nd e of Temple leade r shi p f rom Tu :son and 
Phoen i x to discuss Outreach . 

I th in k t hat Trudy is outstandin g and interested in br in qin q Ou treach 
to Temp l e Emanu-El. I would li ke to discu ss a return v1s1t t ~ Tucson ~~d the 
Cas e Grande suggest ion with you. 

The day in Phoe ni x was very rout i ne by compari son to Tucson. In t he morn ing 
I met wi th Rabbi Be ll and his ed ucator, We ndy Robinso ,1. They were very 
apprec i at iv e of my vi sit and suggestion s . We foun d a sa mpl e pro ram t hac 
Rabbi Be ll really liked and fe l would v1ork for t,em. He is currently \.or king 
wi th ~ifteen coup l es who se weddi ng ceremoni es he will be doing i n then xt 
ye r. He requires Templ e membership as a s i gn o· t he co upl es coITTnitment . 
Wh en I po inted out that fifteen youn g coup l es sounded to me li ea na t ura l 
su:Jpor t group or havt,rah , he and Wendy agreed. They eve n had a Templ e ember 
in mind to lead t he group. He is going t o go t o his boa rd to ~et fundinc f or 
th ~ prngram and t he sup port group l ea der. 

My ,; ppo in t ment a t Beth Israel was cance ll ed , but Ra bbi Herri11q ,i nd I 1-1111 ta k 
ag ai n a ft er Sukkot. 

I met Rabb i Pin kwasse r and a l eader of his co ng rega ti on for dinne r . She i s 
ma r r i ed to a Jew-by-choice who converted aft er ten yea rs of mdr ri age . Tempe 
is h.ecoming increa s ingly Je~vi s h. Rabbi Pinkwa sser i s very v1arn1 and has many 
intermarried couples involved in Templ e l eade r shi p. He al so sees that ma ny 
of hi s new members are intermarried couple s . We discussed prog ram at dinner. 
The day ended with a warm meeting of the co ngregation, again to answer the 
qu est ion s "What i s Outreach, Why Ou t reac h?" 
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From 

To 

MEMORANDUM 
Lennard R. Thal 

Alexander M. Schindler 

V 
Date 3/20/86 

Attached you will find a·copy of .the Synagogue Funding proposal entitled 
Kindred Spirits. Our 11 hearing 11 before the Corro:n.ittee wi11 ta.ke p1a,ce 
April 17 although we will not know the resu1ts until June. 

Lydia Kukoff, Rabbi Laura Geller and Mark Levy will join me in i:naking the 
presentation . 

posted. 

. 1/Wes i 

~~cl 
~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

,;',',~~~ 6300 WILSHIRE BLVD ., SUITE 1475, LOS ANGELES, CA . 90048 12131 653-9962 
Jlr.:11i'J11J 
ili'' 10NJ 



An introduction and dating service for Jewish -ingles. 

CO\IPATIMATES is a confiden ti al sen·ice de i1med lo offt>r \IJII an inrn,,·dti, ,.. 

approach to meeting: new people based on a ti111 e-hon1Jred tradition . Thn1111d1 .i 

se lective and persona l intervi ew procP~S. ,uu 11ill lw intr11dw ..- ,1 t, , 1·1,n11'ati l,I, . 

Jewish singles who share your inte re.-, t, and a~piralJoJlb. 

' l 1 

CO\!PATI.\IATI:: - 1s a sen·ice sponsored IJ\' The Educati'1nal .-\llia111 ·,· and 

funded by Federa tion of Jewi sh Phil,lllthrupie~. For 111--arh ,1 , ,- nt11n Th,, 

Educational Alliance has provided c11ltural. eclurntion.11 and re1 ·wational pn•)!J·,1111, 

tu i\ ew York "s Jewi sh cu11111H111 it \'. 

l.' ',I 
. 'i ,J • 

CO\IPATI\IATES offe rs membership to imli\'idual,. who are ,-inde. Je,,·i,-11. 

o,·n 21 years of age, and are :zenuinel\' seekin)! tu form ~<-'riuu, 1nean1n![it1I 

relationship~-

CO \IPATl\l:\TF.S reserves the right to atcq,t 11w111her~ l,a~r--,1 llfl"': t1t1 r 

profess iona l judgenwnt of wlietlwr thi .., sen ·ict' i~ appropriate. 

\Ve send ,·uu a cunf,dentia l applin1tiun. Yr,ur 1·0111plt'ted a1,pli, ·.11i,m pl, " a 

non-refumlable 825. 00 ref! i~tration fe e i~ returned t1, Lh1l'.tt i"n ,tl . .\ II 1an,·e 

West. A private. relaxed inten·iew is tlwn ~el up fur the p11qiu,e ,,I , ldt'J111 111irn! 

what it is vou are looking for and huw ,,·e can lw~t re,prrnd t, , ,tn1r de,.ir,·-. 

Our interviewers are sensiti,·ely trained professionals committed to serving 

singles who seek permanent relati onships. At the time of you r inten 1e 11 a 

membership fee of SIS0.00 will be required. In addition. 11c ,,di ,erit~ the 

information you ha1·e supplied to us. If accepted you \\ill begin to recei,c: name, 

of people to call. Invitations to small gatherings and special e,ents ,1h1ch yL1u 

can att~nd at your discretion , at minimum additi onal cost. will also be a part of 

our service. 

; ii • \\ 

Your 11011-refunrlalilt' rq!istration fee 1, S2;).00. Y,1ur une \t' ilr mt· 111l...- r,hi1 1 

fee is Sl;)0.00 

Renee Rosenberg, Program Director. COMPATIMATES 
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An introduction and datinl? serviet' ror Jewish singles 

SINGLE ADULT PROFILE 

Please complete all information below-All information will he kepi confidential 

• If available-, please enclose a small recent photo~raph of yourself for officr ust· onlv. 
,. 

l. Nanw ________________________________________________ _ 

2 . Acldress-----------------------'---------------------------

3. Tdephune: Home ____________________ Uu~iness ___________________ _ 

..J.. Currc·nt Livini: Arrani:rmenl5: a) l.iH alorw _______________ I,) Shan• ______________ _ 

c) Liw witlr Fa111ily ______________________________ _ 

5. A~e _____________ 6. Dati· of Birth _____________ 7. St'x ____________ _ 

8. Ht'ii:ht ______________________ 9. \\',·i;:lrt _____________________ _ 

10. Education : a) High School ________________________________________ _ 

.'fame. dal,· ;:rad11alt'd & diploma 

hJ College __________________________________________ _ 

Name. date. rle;:rre. firld of study 

c) Post Graduate ______________________ ___:. ________________ _ 

:"lamr, date. dt·l!rc'•'• field of study 

IL Current occupation or profession ; ____________________________________ _ _ 

Present plact• of e111ploy111e111 _______________________________________ _ 

How long at present place of employmrnt _______________________________ ....:.... __ _ 

12. Marital Status: a) Never married _________ h) Dirnrced _________ How Long? ________ _ 

c) Separated ___________ d) \'\;idowerl _________ How Lonit? ________ _ 

13. Dependent childrrn: a) li\;ng with 1111• _____________ _ h) li,·in:;: rl sl' where _____________ _ 

c)none· _________________ _ d) how marJY----------------

e)ages _______________________________________ _ 

14. Prrsrnt inronu·: u) under ~20,000, ________________ l;l ~:!0-:\0.000 _______________ _ 

c) $30-10,000 _______________ d) $-IO-.'i0.UO0 _____________ _ 

r) ~,SQ.JOQ.000 f) O\l'r ~)0().()()0 _____________ _ 

l . 

a) Culturally ____________ I,) _Hrliginus)y ____________ l") l s r-ae) ___________ _ 

d) :'II orally/Social Conscience _________________ t') Nol at all ________________ _ 

16. Are you a Synagogue menmer? a) yes ____ Ii) no ___ _ 

17. If yes, do you attend a) Regularly? _______________ b) Frequently? ______________ _ 

c) Occasionally? ______________ d) Hi;:h Holida}·s only? ___________ _ 

18. Do you consider yourself to be a) Orthodo~·t _______ h) .Cpnsen-atiw'! _______ c) Reform? ______ _ 

cl) Reconstructionist? ____________ t') lJnaffiliatrrl? ___________ _ 

19. Is it important to ~-ou to meet someone of ,irnilar J utlaic hack;:rounrl'! 

a) yes, ____ h ) no ___ _ 

20. Arr you a memhrr of any Je";s li or;:anizalio ns? 

a) ~-es ____ h) no ____ if yes whirh nnes? 



21. Check off below the major activities/intc_rests which you have. Use XX to indicate a strong or major intl'rest. 

l. ___ T,.nnis 20.-- Bridge 39. ___ Crt"ati"· Writing 

2. __ ._Rackcthall 21. ___ Parties ,«J. ___ l.t·l't11n·s · 

3. __ Golf 22, ___ Computers ·11 ·---Fon·i1,,'l1 Films 

4. __ Paddlclrnll 23. ___ Adult Education Courses 4::! . ___ Galll'ri,·s/l\111seums 

5. __ Skating 24. __ Long Talks 43. ___ Conr,·rts 

6. __ Skiing 25. ___ Entertaining 4-i. ___ Mm;«·s 

7 ____ Swimming 26. ___ Sun ari'd Surf 

8. __ Cycling 27 ·--- Picnics 46. ___ Thca!l'r 

9. ___ Running 28. __ Traveling 47 . ___ Opcra 

10, __ Sailing 29. __ Dining Out -IB. ___ Country Music 

!). ___ Exercising/health clubs 30. __ Japanese Food 49. ___ Lutin Music-

12, __ Yoga 31. ___ :\lt>xican Fond 50 . ___ Classical Music 

13, ___ Taking Walks 32. __ llcalth Fuud 51. ___ Juzz 

i,i ____ Camping/hiking 33. ___ Gourmet Cook_ing 52. ___ Popular Music 

15. __ Speciator Sports 34. ___ Home-Cooked Mrals 5.1. ___ Disl'o Music 

16. __ Flying 35. ___ Literature S.l. ___ Politics 

17. __ Painting 36. __ Poetry 55. ___ Busiru-ss 

18. ___ Playing Trivial Pursuit 37. ___ Science Fiction 56. ___ Community Affairs 

19. ___ Co1111try Jaunts 38. ___ Mysteries Si ___ Other ____________ _ 

22. Plea st' list a\l rih11tcs in order of priority of tlw person whom y1111 would lik .. In lllt'l'I. 

• ·•' 

23. Please list attributes of indh·iduals that would make them 11nacreptahle. 

24. List 3 references whom you wish us to contact. .\1-lc, I two mwl b:- ·•thcr than family members. one bus,hes..s; 
I\ Name _______________________________ -r,,_1.u_o__,.__.fU __ ,_.s_o_n._a.. __ _,_ J_ 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 

Tele: ______________________ Rrlationship _____________________ _ 

2)Name ___________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 

Tele: ______________________ Relationship ____ _;_ ________________ _ 

3) Name ________________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 

Tele: ______________________ Hdationship _____________________ _ 

25. Do you have friends who you fet:I would he intl'rested in recei\'i11g our Lroch11rt' '! 

1) Name ___________________ 2) N~me _____________________ _ 

Address '" Address _____________________ _ 

Tele: Tele:----------------------

I authorize COMPATIM.ATES to contact any persons listed above for purposes of verifying the information gi,·en by me. 

Sip1ature 

J f Of IAllON 

~ CO!\IP.\Tllt'UTES i,- a prujec-t uf Educational Allianc:c West. 51 Ea.st IO ~m:t. New York City 10003. 212 • 982 • 81% 
.,,_ 
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\'ltLCO:''...:: TO COMPATHLZ\TES. We would 1 ike to cla.!:' i:y ou.::- ac
ceot.::.:1ce policies and membership procedures. Please read 
ali in:o=mation carefully .. We suggest you discuss any 
c.u~s~ic~s ~jth your interviewer. 

ACC~?TANCE POLICIES 
00:::- ~\e::r,:i,2.!:'shio Committee reviews all applic3tions. .;c
c~=:anc2 into.the service will be determined by our ability 
to- :-es~ o :1d to vour ex::iressed interests and p=efe:-ences. If 
~e :eei ~e will be un~ble to make suitable introiucti8ns for 
·.! o-..:.. , ·,.; ~ -,.,, i 11 return your $ l:ii O . check 2. :1 d a ~ ::i l i c 2 : :. or. ;.-:- o m pt ~ y . 

ME:.1•E',2~.5r. IP POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
I: acce?ted, your membership begins on the day o: you= inter
v.::.e-....·. ::::xt.ensions will be granted only to those membe:::-s who 
re~~es~ their applications be placed o~ hold because they 
are s2:-iously dating another member of Compatimates. The Dir
ec tc = :-::;..:st approve all extensions of member ship. We ;,;ill make 
eve=~ e:=~=t to take your expressed i~~e=ests a~~ p=eferences 
i~t: ~=~s:.deration d~ring matching. As yo~ a=e aware, it 
is ~c: al~ays possible to meet all of your ex?ectatio~s. How
eve~, =.ll introductions will be caref~lly s~lected to include 
c::::i::=r~~ common to both applicants such as ecucational back
;=c~~t,•::.ge, Jewish identity, e~c. 

It may take six months to fulfill our obligation of four (4) 
introductions. 

Th~ ~0=~~~ing of ref~::::ences takes time. It is done discreetly 
an~ ~~~~identially. Your application to a dati~s service is 
ne·,:2.!: ~:.scussed. 

P:!.-.::: ::.>: .;llcw 2.t least 4-6 weeks before you begin to receive ::..:-:
trcd~c=:.0:-:s in the mail. You will be given one =o ~h=ee (1-3) 
na2=s a~d tele?hone r.Q'i\bers to start when a??rop~iate matches 
~ec=~= 2~ailable. 

W:= :-=.:-.:-.-.::: assume res;-onsibility for t.:-,e cutcome of ~he intro
d~c::. c ~s , and whethe:::: or not the contact was a tele?hone call 
C : · :. ~ ~ :: • ~- :- S ,_:. n . 

Cc~ ~ ~~~~~ence has shown the value of an in-person contact~ 
the=~!c~e, we strongly advise you not to limit contact to a 
t e l -::- ;:-:--: ~ :: ~ -:: a 11 . 

We ·,::.~: ::::-:close feec.back froms along i,,;ith you:::: list of names. 
You~:~ e~couraged to give us positive as well as negative 
~ee~~~-=~- I:: order :or us to fallow-u~ ~ith more introductions, 
yo:..: ::-.-~s:: :::a.il in the completed form. ?lease be a.ssured that ::.r:e 
fe=::.::=.::-: :.::.:o:-matior: is not shared or ciscussed with anv othe= 
Cc-:..~::.:.:.~.2.::e p2.rticip2.nt.~he pur:?ose of the feedb2.ck i; for 
~~::~=2 ~=-~chi~g only'. 

A~: ::-~:=~2~ion ~ill be keot conf:.de~~:.2: 
(:)::-_::-- -.: :~-4:~s • .s-:=.:: 0~l~.-. 

2.ccessible t -:J 



Name 

COMPATIMATES AGREEMENT 
~N INTRODUCTION AND DATING SERVICE FOR JEWISH SINGLES 

Mr. 
Miss 
Ms. 
~.rs. 

Last. 

COMPATIMATES is a :-project of Educational Alliance West 

51 East 10th Street New York, New York 10003 Phone: 982-8196 

Ronni Mann, Program Director 

AppJication Date: 

Interview Date: 

First 
.Address 

Hor.ie ?ho:--.e Work _.'Phone Best time to call 

Fees 
Initial Renewal 

, ' . 1. PU~POSE: Comp2timates is a service which offers an innovative 
ap?roach to meeting compatible Jewish singles. 

2. SE~VICES: Com~atimates agrees to use its best efforts to facilitate introductions for applicants. In this regard, Comp2timates ?rovides the following services: 
a. Actively solicit participation of new ciients in the program. 
b. I~terview all appiicants and maintain profile questionnaires. 
c. ?-eco~mend potential compatible introductions t~ participants ,_ 

and recommend participants to others, where ~ppropriate. 3. ME~~E~ RESPONSIBILITIES: Applicant agrees to the· following: a. To ~av the full fee orior to above listed interview date. 
- - -

' 
b. To complete promptly the Profile Questionnaire, provide a cu=rent ~hotograph, and participate in a personal interview. 
c. ~eep all information obtained from Compatimates in strict co;;fidence. 
d. T=eat all. other rnemters with dignity and respect. 
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4. REPRESENTATIONS: Applicant represents thats/he is Jewish and single or divcrced (provided this status is clearly stated on the profile), and that all information provided in the Prcfile Question

naire i 's accurate, and. that any changes that occur will be J.In
mediately reported to Compatimates. 

5. TERMINATION: The applicant's agreement shall terminate without refun~ in the event that representations in. Paragraph 4 herecf are determined to be false or misleading. 
6. RELEASE: ·the:~Qdersigned hereby expressly assumes full and com

plete responsi.bi"lity for and accepts all risks of any kind, nature 
. or de scrip t ion, including, without limi.tation, risks of perscna.l 
injury, property damage or other loss, that may occur as a result 

~ of his/her participation in (the dating service). The .undersigned 
expressly acknowledges that neither · ~he Federation of Jewish Philanthrc?ies ( "Federation") nor The Educational Alliance, Inc. ( the _ "J\l lic.nce") is a guarantor of the. accuracy, correctn·ess or 
truthfulness ot information contained in an application tor member-

~ship . in Compatimates. 

The undersig~ed for .him:elf, herself, his/her heirs, executors and assignees herety r~leases Federation, the A~liance, and any other ager.cy of Federation, its successors, assigns, officers, directors, employees and agents and their heirs, executors and administ~ators from any and all claims he/she has, had or mav ever have arising out of, resulting from or incident to his/her participation in Com~2timates whether caused by negligence, fault 
or otherwise. 

COMPAT ! MA'!':SS 
MEMBER 

. , . 

(Signature) 

Date: 
Date: --------------

COMPATIMATES, a prcj~ct or Educational Alliance West, is a Beneficiary 
~f the UJA/Federa~ioh Joint Campaign. 
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KINDRED SPIRITS 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Application for funding from the Council on Jewish Life is being submitted by 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Pacific Southwest Council). The 
UAHC is the umbrella organization ~of the Reform Movement with its regional 
office located in :Los Angeles. Of the sixty-four (64) congregations consti
tuting the Pacific Southwest Council, twenty-eight (28) are located within the 
area served by the Jewish Federation-Council of Los Angeles. The applicant 
respectfully suggests that its overall purposes, goals and programs are well 
known to and understood by the Commission of Synagogue Affairs and its Committee 
on Synagogue Funding. Activities undertaken in conjunction with those purposes, 
goals and programs are, for the most part, of direct benefit to the applicant's 
constituents. Those constituents include the congregational entities referred t9 
above, the lay and professional leadership of those congregations and the "rank 
and file" membership of the congregations as well. 

B. PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Various Jewish demographic research reports suggest very clearly that Jews, as well 
as other American groups, have experienced a phenomenon whereby young adults have 
been deferring marriage. Various factors have contributed to this phenomenon. 
These include a higher rate of students attending graduate school, growing numbers 
of women wishing to establish themselves in various professions, etc. 

Considerable anecdotal evidence suggests that once such people feel that they are 
ready to seek out a marriage partner, the search is more difficult than might have 
been assumed. This phenomenon is particularly noticeable among Jewish women in 
the age range of 25-40. Some years ago, William Novak wrote an article for Moment 
Magazine in which he discussed the various reasons for the "shortage" of Jewish 
men. Some of the reasons suggested by Novak and others include: 

l. The higher percentage of Jewish men who are involved in intermarriages. 

2. The higher percentage of men who are homosexual. 

3. The preference of some women to marry older men (and vice versa) 
espec i a 11 y when combined with the larger numbers in "the Baby 
Boom" generation (people currently 30-40) and the smaller numbers 
in the generations just ahead of and behind "the Baby Boomers." 

To the extent that there is a real or perceived shortage of potential marriage 
partners for Jewish women, more andmore of them may be drawn to the possibility 
of considering intermarriage in preference to indefinite singleness. Further, 
many young women speak rather freely of their concern about the expira!ion o'. their 
biological "time clocks" and express dismay at the thought of not bearing children. 
As a result, some may be all the more receptive to marrying a non-Jew. Currently, 
many Jewish organizations have committed substantial program res~urces t~ address 
the problems created by a rising rate of intermarriage. Yet, while one im~ortant 
factor that contributes to increased intermarriage is the difficulty experienced by 
Jewish men and women in finding marriage partners from within the Jewish community, 
none of these "outreach" programs address this issue. 

- more -
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During the 1970 1 s the popular literature suggested that many young people had made 
a conscious choice to remain ~ingle, and therefore probably would not marry dur•ing 
their lifetimes. However, in the 1980 1 s it has become clear that for many of 
these people, marriages simply had been deferred. The shared experiences of vari
ous Reform Jewish professionals and lay leaders suggests that many such folks are 
very eager to get married. Nonetheless, the stories told by these people suggest 
that it is not very easy to meet Jews of the opposite sex who are genuinely in
terested in a permanent relationship. This includes many men as well as women. 

As further evidence of the problem describ~d above, one need only, consult the ma
terials used in programs established to assist Jewish singles in meeting each other 
in cities such as Boston, New York and Vancouver (see Appendices A, B, and C). In 
each case, those programs have established a personal introduction service which 
directly addresses the need described above. In each instance, those who have 
developed the programs have created a modern application of the old Jewish practice 
of shadchanut. To state the obvious, the problem is not peculiar to Los Angeles. 
However, to date, the Los Angeles Jewish community has failed to develop the kind 
of program which is specifically designed to introduce 25-40 year old Jews who have 
expressed a readiness for a permanent relationship to other Jews who are potential 
marriage partners. 

C. PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

It is the intention of those planning this program to reach a somewhat limited tar
get population consisting of men and women aged 25-40 (although some exceptions may 
be made to the outer limits of this age range). Further, it is our intention to 
serve an equivalent number of men and women. The primary purpose is to create oppor
tunities, based on the conclusions of a social worker functioning as a contemporary 
shadchan and working half-time, for those in the target audience to meet and date 
people whom they otherwise might never know. 

Unlike some programs, especially those which constitute for-profit enterprises, we 
are not interested in recruiting large numbers of participants until the program 
is well established. At the outset, we are most eager to identify, recruit and 
serve those whose loss to the Jewish community might be most keenly felt. 

It is not our intention to supplant singles programs offered currently by various 
synagogues; they may fulfill an important function. However, for individuals whose 
consciously felt need is marriage, they may not suffice. 

D. METHODS 

Recruiting participants 

It is not our intention to engage in a widespread publicity campaign in an effort 
to identify and attract participants. Rather, we plan to recruit participation 
through referrals. For that purpose, we will turn to congregational rabbis, Hille l 
rabbis, congregational program directors and key staff at various other Jewish 
organizations. We will outline the kind of program we plan to mount to those from 
whom we would request referrals, indicating very specifically what they should con
sider in identifying the potential participants. 

Staffing 

It is our intention to engage a trained social worker (or another professional with 

- more -
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similar skills), preferably in the same general age range as those we wish to 
attract. This person would function on a half-time basis. The social worker, 
who would be supervised 'by Rabbi Daniel Bridge, the Assistant Regional-Director of 
the UAHC, would compile, or oversee the compilation of, an appropriate question
naire and then would meet with each participant for a personal consultation. No 
computerization is planned. Rather, following the personal interview model de
veloped in Boston, New York and Vancouver, the staff person will use his/her good 
judgment and intuition to suggest potentially appropriate dating partners. The 
social worker then would conduct follow-up contact and consultation. Much thought 
will be given to the selection of the social worker since we believe that that • 
person's sensitivity and care will constitute the most important factor in estab
lishing this program successfully. Further, it is our conviction that the fact that 
this is a not-for-profit program will reassure the participants that their interests 
are the paramount concern of the social worker and the UAHC. 

It should be noted further that the social worker will provide supervision to the 
volunteer coordinator of a ~eries of evenings described below. 

Volunteer Coordinator of 11 At-Homes 11 

It is our intention to hold a series of evening gatherings at the homes of married 
couples who are Reform temple members and who are in the same general age range as 
the program participants. Sixteen-twenty of the participants (divided equally by 
gender) will be invited to each 11 at-home 11 evening. Each gathering will be programmed 
around a different theme (for example, a discussion on nuclear disarmament, a presen
tation about the hosts' art collections, a brief talk on some film clips focusing 
on a particular topic, etc. 

In doing so, we will provide additional opportunities for participants to meet each 
other (over and beyond the introductions that flow from the social worker's intui
tion and judgment). At the same time, we hope that these evenings also will prompt 
the host couples (selected by the Volunteer Coordinator) to stimulate further in
terest in Kindred Spirits on the part of their congregations and their rabbis. 

We anticipate no significant problem in finding a volunteer who would coordinate 
such gatherings while working in conjunction with the social worker since our ex
periences reveal many people who are interested in the problem addressed by this 
proposal. The volunteer would need to be in touch with congregational leadership 
to identify potential hosts, establish a schedule, recruit speakers where appropri
ate, etc. 

Advisory Committee 

It is our intention to create an Advisory Committee that will function informally 
as a source of assistance and as a "sounding board" ··for the social worker. The Ad
visory Committee would include several lay people including those in the age range 
of the population to be served as well as 2-3 from the age range of the parents of 
that population. In addition, it will include the four professionals who have de
signed this proposal (Rabbi Laura Geller, U.S.C. Hillel Director, Ms. Lydia Kukoff 
the Director of the Commission on Reform Jewish Outreach, and Rabbis Lennard R. Thal 
and Daniel E. Bridge, Director and Assistant Director of the UAHC Pacific South
v1est Council). 

E. EVALUATION 

Our evaluation will be comprised of the following components: 

- more -
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l. Written and oral reports of participants after several matches. 

2. Oral reports of "at-home" hosts. 

3. Written or oral reports of 11 at-home 11 coordinator. 

4. written and oral reports of staff person to the Advisory 
Committee and to the supervisor (Rabbi Bridge). These will 
include both quantifiable evidence (the level of participation 
in evening gatherings, the number of Dates made, etc.) and im
pressionistic responses. 

It is not clear to us whether the objectives, using the methods described above, 
can be met and evaluated appropriately in one year's time. By January, 1987, we 
will know whether or not we wish to continue the program beyond June 30, 1987. If 
so, we will return to the Synagogue Funding Committee and ask for an extension of 
the grant into the second and third years. 

In addition, we would be open to taking counsel with those who have implemented 
somewhat similar programs in other cities as to which methods of evaluation they 
have employed. 

F. ADDITIONAL AND FUTURE FUNDING 

If this Grant application is not successful, the UAHC simply will be unable to ini
tiate the program in 1986/1987. As is indicated in the budget format (attached) 
the UAHC will absorb in its operating budget the cost of office space, equipment 
usage and consumable supplies. 

At the outset, we are reluctant to charge a fee even while being fully aware of the 
widely held notion that people tend to be more committed to something if they have 
paid for it. On the one hand, we are not at all convinced that that notion obtains 
if the fee is set at a symbolic or token level (e.g. $25.00). On the other hand, 
we are reluctant to establish the kind of fee which, while assuring the partici
pants' ongoing commitment through his or her sense of investment, may act as a de
terrent to some of those people we are most eager to attract. Once the program is 
well established and widely known in this community, it may be the case that a 
substantial fee would not be a deterrent. • 

With respect to future funding, especially to compensate for the automatic reduc
tion in the size of a second and third year grant, we see two possible sources. As 
noted just above, after one year it may well be possible to establish a significant 
fee for the participants. In addition, if the 'program demonstrates some success 
and promise by the end of the first year, we believe it would be a rather easy 
matter to raise funds for its continuation. 

G. QUESTIONS: SCREENING COMMITTEE 

l. What is the relationship between this program and other singles programs 
throughout the city? 

As noted in the body of the application narrative, there are other ~rograms 
offered by various institutions in the Jewish community. Some are intended to 
provide ample compensation for the entrepreneur(s). Some are ~nten~ed t~ reach 
the widest possib1e audience and rely on computerized matchmaki~g_with little, 
if any, personal consultation. Some are simply social opportunities, frequently 

- more -
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held in a synagogue setting, for singles to meet each other (usually without 
any special measure taken to ensure a balanced male/female ratio). As in
dicated above, it would be our intention that the social worker would make 
himself/herself available to consult with those responsible for singles pro
grams in individual Reform congregati~ns to see what mutual benefits might 
inhere in the sharing of ideas and experiences. 

2. What evidence is there that the Union of American Hebrew Congregations as a 
synagogue movement is better equipped to offer this program than other individ
ual synagogue programs? 

It is our impression that individual synagogue programs essentially reach out 
to the limited audience of singles affiliated with that particular congrega
tion or singles known to other members (whether single or married). Utilizing 
the resources of an umbrella organization such as the UAHC, it is our belief 
that we could reach those singles known to the leadership of all twenty-eight 
(28) Reform congregations in the Greater Los Angeles area as well as to rabbis 
serving in Hillel positions ~,ho may have contacts with graduate students and 
others in the appropriate age range. Moreover, by conducting a unified pro
gram that serves this large constituency, the size and diversity of the pool of 
potential dating partners is increased significantly. 

3. Which parts of the program will you offer if you do not receive the $16,000 
requested? 

The key component is the identification and recruitment of an outstanding 
social worker. That is by far the largest expense item in the budget. We are 
convinced that we are not asking for an excessive sum with respect to that 
person's compensation on a half-time basis. Also, we are requesting an addi
tional sum ($2000) to cover anticipated postage and telephone costs while the 
UAHC will absorb the other expenses. 

4. What is meant by the word "appealing" in your project? 

The term has been elimin~ted in the final draft of the prop9sal. 

' I 

I I 
! 



" . . . ..,. 
.BUDGET FORMAT 

The budget for.nat should clearly delineate ~t:ic:.pated e.xpe.!lses a.r.d ::.ncome for 
the entire progra:::i. The budget £om.at reqlJ"'-E:d ::y t::e J e·,.,-i..s'.:i Co ==:.!D..:'..cy Founc:a.
tion is presented be~ow. 

AGENCY Union Of American Hebrew Congregations 
----------:--------------

I. 

. , 
EXPENSES 

A • 

B. 

Personnel -' ; 

1. Salary a:nd Wages * 

2. Fringe Benefits 7rl: 

3. Consultan·t and Contract Se.rri..ce 

Non Personnel 

1. Space Costs (including renttl, cainr.e:::ic:nce 
and utilities) 

2. Rental, Lease, and Purchase of Equipment 

3. Postage. 

4. Telephone 

5. Travel 
Local 

Out of to-wn 

6. Consumable Supplies 

7. Printing, Duplication 

. 8. Other costs, e.g. insurance 

TO '.i:.,U. IXP 2-i S E 

II. INCOME 

A. Amotmt requested from Jevisb Coc:mmity Foundation 

B. Other Grant Support (please identi£y source) 

C. Program Service Fee..s 

D. Fundraising/Donation.s 

E. Other Sources of Revenue (olease identify) from UAHC 

TOUL INCO!:-S 

AMOUNT 

$ 14,000 

0 

0 

2,dOO 

0 

l 000 

l ,000 

250 

0 

750 

0 

0 

$ 19,000 

$ 16,000 

0 

0 

0 

3 ;'OOO 

$ 19,000 

* In the Salary and Wages Section, list all full and part-time staff. Iriclude the. 
number of persons in each position, title, ;::onthly salary, percentage of time on 
project, number of months to be employed. ror example, (1) Executive Director at 

$1,000 per month (100% time) x 12 mos.· • $12,000. 

** In the Fringe Benefits Section, list all the f-::inge benefits you-:- ~ployees will 

be rece iving and the dollar cost of these bene.fits. 



@1~,+-1 B't1TH lftW£L 
(,,\JJ1\/. of f!:>f<.ITI>f-l tDLLfJ'i~f~ 

vrAtJ c.oinJE/l- , c ,+v 4 h fl 

E 1 i e z er· ·='· t the 1 .... .l e 1 1 Int e r· v i e11-1 F or·m 

M-c1.n # l,Jom .c1.n # 

Date of Interview I n t e r· 1..J i e v.J e r· 

t··.J.c1.me: F'ho n e ( h ) 

E: i r· thda. te: Age: 

Emp I o ;,' e r· ,/ :3c h ,:,o 1 

Form of Emplo Yment / Ma J or: 

8 i r· th p 1 -=<.Ce : 

Other P l aces L iv ed: 

Began Li v ing i n Vancou ver: 

Reason ( s) for coming here: 

Please describe your educ at ion an d work e x oe ri ence: 

How did YOU learn about th i s ser v i ce? 



- 1 

Is Your mother Je wi s h ? 

1.,.Jher·e do Your· p.~r-en t ·=· 1 i ,_,. e ·? 

How often do you see them? 

How do you get along with them? 

Are the r e any par ti cular moments/ e vents/ e x per i ences from Your t ime 
w ith your parents t hat made a special imp~ct on You? 

How have you coped w i th them or adjusted to them? 

Do YOU have any b roth ers and s i sters? 

kl h e r· e do t h e Y 1 i • . .1 e ·='· n d h ov,1 o ;= t e n do ::,' o u s e e t h em? 

Have you been married before? 
If yes, was ( is ) your spouse Je w ish? 
Are you now divorced? separated? 

If d iv orced, is th ere a get? 
1.,._lh er· e does. your· ( f or·me r· ) =·Pou ·=-e 1 i 1 

• .1 e? 
Why do you think the marriage didn't work out? 

What did you learn from the e xoe rience? 

Do You have any ch il dren ? 
If Yes, bo y or gi rl and a ges: 

Do you see ( mor· e) ch i 1 dr· en i n c 1 u de d i n YOU r· 1 i f e p 1 -c<.n ~· 
If so, how much and in what ways do y ou see yourself involv ed in 
r·a is. i ng them ·? 

2 -



What i s a goo d balance between hou se and career work for you ? 

~Jh a. t par· ts of h ou -=-e1.,.1or· k do ::,-·ou most l i Ke? 

most dis. l i k e? 

l,dh .:i.t: inner qu.:i. l ties do ;>' Ou loo~:: for· in s.omeone You vJ.:1.nt to be 
c l o =-e 1.,.1 i th -~ 

Hrn, .. 1 imp or· t .:i.n t i ·=· phys i c ·='· l a.pp ear· an,: e ·::, 
smoke·::-? 

What: age person are you looking for? 

t m-:1.tt:er· if ·:- .. ....-he 

What do you think is most important: for a successful marr i age? 

Is there an y th i ng unusual about your personal schedule ? 
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Whit about You has been left ou t of th i s int er view that you t hi nk 
woul d be useful for us to Kn ow in order to he lo You? 

Is there anyon e in pa rticular you would no t want us to introduce 
YOU to? 

Do Y OU have any comments about the interv i e w? Suggestions? 

In t roduced to: Inter viewee# 

Outcome: 



Pos t Inter vi ew Fo rm 

Dat e of Intervi ew : 

In ter· t.1 i e l.-,tee # 
t··.J.c1.me 

Rate 1-5 

Concept .... . 

Inter· 1._.1 i eI.,.ie r· : 

Ma.n # 

IJoa. l Or· i en t -:1. t i on ...................... .. ....... . 

Ti me ./Th i n ';:J Cir· i en t -:1. t i on ......................... . 

Se 1 f di r· e ct i on/Mot i 'J a. t i on .............. . ...... . . 

A,: ti 1J i ty· Le 1 • .1 e 1 ................................. . 

0 u a 1 i t ;,' of Fam i 1 y· E :,: p e r i e n c e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ad .j u '=· t me n t t o F a.m i 1 ;,' E :,: p e r· i e n c e . . . . . . . . . 

Importance of Family Relationships .. .. . . 

Clpenne ·=·'=· .................................... ... . 

Jew ish Commitment / Involvement ........... ... .... . 

Priorit y of Children in Future Famil y Life .. . .. . 

Fle :,:ib il it ;,' , ......................... . 

Cie n er·-=<. l Physical Appearance .......... . 

De-=- i r· e to Shar·e Household F:e ·: -Don s i bi 1 i t i e ·;; . ..... . 

Desire to Share Childca re ............... . ...... . 

Desir· e to Sha.r·e Fin .c1.ncial Ob 1 i 9-='-t i on'=·. 

ED..t.en..t.i.a.l t:1.a...t.e: I mp or· t -=<.n t Ou a.1 i t i e '=· ( R-:1. t e l -5 ) 

e.c..t..i..!J.e Out go i n ,:;i Emo t i on -=<.1 

:::;ensi ti 1 • .1e In dependent Intel] ectua.1 

Warm Qu i et Adventurous 

Dpen 

Ar· tsY 

LDmm.en..ts: 

Go .c1. l Or· i en te d 

Ser· i ous 



'i'..OUR MRI~ER 

F:ESEF:\JED 1 -:, 3 4 c:- 6 7 OUTGOING I... -..! 

Etv, OT I ONA L 1 --:, ~. 4 5 6 7 F:AT I ONAL L. .:, 

INTUIT I ~..J E 1 ~. 
.::. 3 4 5 ,5 7 LOG I CAL 

CJ 

CONCRETE 1 2 3 .. , c:- £. 7 A BSTRACT '"t -' ,_, 

:31JE:t·,1 I ::::;s I 1-) E --:, J 4 c:- 6 "? DOM I r·-.JAt·-. T .I... - ( 

SER I OUt; 1 -:, :::: 4 5 6 ,-' LIGHT .I... 

EX PEDIENT 1 --:, 
L. :3 4 c:-

. .J ,~ 1 7 c 0t,JS C I Et··.ff I ou:; 

CAUTI OU'.::; 1 -:, ,:, 4 c:- c:, 7 AD\) ENT UROU:::; L. ._, ,..! 

TOUGH-MINDED --:, --:, 4 c:- 6 7 '::;Et--J :::; IT I 1..)E .I... ·-· ·-' 

TF:USTING 1 -:, ·::, 4 c:-
i ~ l 7 Sl_i:3P IC I ou::::; .I... -· -· 

PRACTICAL 1 --:, ·-:1 4 c:- " 7 I MAG I NAT I 1
..) E J... ·-· ._, ,_, 

SELF-ASSURED 1 2 3 4 c:- .~. "? APP REHENS I l.) E ·-' I 

CONS ERl.)AT I 1J E 1 ~. ·::, 4 C: 6 7 EX P ER H' ENT AL .::. -· ._, 

CIPEt-·-l 1 --:, --:, 4 c:- 6 7 CLO'::;ED .I... ,.., -' I 

RELAXED 1 ~. ·-:, 4 C: 
l ~I 

..., T Et,iS E .::. -· - ( 

SP Clt'-ff At,J E Cl U '.::; 1 •-:1 --:, 4 c:- ~ DI SCIF'LINED L. . .., ._, 1:::, / 

~;TRot-,JG •""j :~: 4 c:- ,!) 7 1.J EAf< J... -' 

CAF;EFREE ··:i ·::, 4 5 0 "? T I DY ,._ -· ( 

DEPEND a-.ff 'J •-:, 4 c:-
,~1 

"? I t·,J DEF' Et--l D Et--.ff J... .__, ·-' 

- 7 -



ReIE YD.UR.SELE 

REf;ERVED 1 ·-:, ·'.) 4 C: 6 7 OUTGOING .,__ ·-· ~· 
EMOTIONAL 1 ·-:, :::: 4 C: 7 f?AT I m -.JA L L. ·-' ,::, 

;;;;;.; 

I t··.JTU IT I 1-....'E •"j 3 4 C' 
.::i 7 LO GICAL L. ·-' ( 

C.ot·· lCRETE 2 :3 4 5 =· 
7 AE:::::TRACT ,· 

::::;U BM I SS H.JE 1 2 :::: 4 C: 
C• 7 DOMINAr·H " ·-' .. 

:3EFs: I OU'::; 1 2 :3 4 5 ,:, 7 LI (3HT 

EX PEDIENT 1 ·-:, 3 4 5 6 7 CONSCIENTIOUS .,__ 

CAUTI 01_1:::; •"j ·j 4 C: 1:, ? ADt.) Ef'·lTUROUS L. ·-· ~· 
TOUGH-MI t··.WED 1 ·"j .--, 4 C' 

·=· 7 :3Er·.JS IT I 1-) E ,_ . .:, ~· 
TRUSTING 1 2 'J 4 5 ,:, 7 :3U::::P IC I l]IJ:::; ·-· ,· 

PRACTICAL 1 'J :3 4 c:- 6 I MAG I l'-JAT I 1..)E ,_ ·-' .. 

SELF-A::::::::URED 1 ·-:• .-, 4 c:- .~ . -, APPREHEN :3 I 1..) E .,__ . ;:,., ·-' ( 

CONS ER'-)AT I 1-) E •-:1 ·-:, 4 C: .~. 7 E>< PER I MENTAL .,__ ._, ·-' 

OF'EN •"j .-, 4 C' 

·=· 
7 CL0:3ED ,_ .:_, ·-' ,. 

RELA:/ED 1 •"j .-, 4 r: 6 7 TEt·,JSE .,__ -=· ·-' ( 

SF' Ot--.ff ANE CIU'::: ·"j .-, 4 C' .~ . 7 DI SCI PLit,JED ,_ . .:, ~· ( 

STPONG 1 'J •::, 4 C' 6 7 I.,.JEAf< L. ·-· ·-' 

CA REFF'.EE ·"j 3 4 C: ,!:1 
-, TIDY .:... ._, .. 

DEF·Et··.JDENT 1 ·"j :::: 4 C: 7 I N DEF'Et,.J DENT .,__ ·-' - ( 

- 8 -



New.mm·---=. poss _ues 
Boston's Personal Jewish Introduction Service 

Dear Friend, 

743 Washington Street, Newtonville, Massachusetts 02160 

Telephone (ol 7) 969-2234 

The Holidays are here again. Are you looking for someone special to share the New 
Year with? 

If the answer is Yes, you're in good company. Like many professional men in the 
Boston area, you already know that it's not always easy to meet women who are warm, 
attractive, and accomplished.. And if you're a Jewish man who, in h1B heart, prefers to 
be with a Jewish woman, it's that much harder. 

Our clients tell us that bars, health clubs and singles events just don't work for 
them. The challenge, they say, is not meeting people, but meeting the right person. 

Studies have shown - and our clients confirm this - that the most efficient and 
comfortable way to meet other single people is through third-party introductions. Last 
year alone, New Possibilities consulted with over 300 single men and women We 
think that our personal approach and our expertise account for our impressive 
success rate. 

We recently asked our friends, colleagues, and contacts for the names and 
addresses of interesting men who might appreciate a small adventure. That's why 

we're sending you this letter, together with the enclosed literature to tell you a little 
more about us. 

We hope you'll consider New Possibilities, and we're going to make it easy for you 
to do just that. If you call us for an appointment during September or October, you 
can have a six month membership for only $150. (Our regular six-month membership 
is now $275, so you can see how much you're saving.) We can't extend this offer to 
everyone, so please mention this letter when you call. 

Some clients have told us: "It's worth $150 just to get rny mother/neighbor/ 
daughter/ex-wife [choose one] off my back." We can think of better reasons for joining 
New Possibilities, but we'll leave that to you. 

Whatever your reasons, we look forward to meeting you. 

Sincerely, 

Linda.and Bill Novak 



H-~W TO JOIN 0 
New.fu-!l-!-i-: ~ poss u_iues 

--------------------------------

CALL US. After a brief conversation, we can decide 
together whether NEW POSSIBILITIES makes sense 
for VOLi. 

\IVE WILL GIVE YOU all the information you need 
about how we operate. Please feel free to ask questions. 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT to visit our ~e\\1on office 
for a free initial interview. It's as simple as that! 

:You're only a phone call away from putting NEW POSSIBILITIES into your social life. 

Call NEW POSSIBILITIES: (617) 969-2234 

WHO WEARE 
Linda Novak is a licensed independent clinical social \\·orker. 
She has a special knack for getting to the hea rt of a person 
and helping them focus on their social needs and preferences . 
Linda is highly intuitive and percepti\·e, and she communicates 
with both warmth and authority. 

William Novak is a nationally-known \\Ti ter and speaker. 
His recent book Th e Great American ,\Ian Shortage and Other 
Roadblocks to Romance provides an insight ful look at the realities 
of single life today. Bill is also th e co-author of The Big Book of 
Jewish Humor and of the ne\\" autobiography of Lee Iacocca. 

"As Jar as I'm concerned, there are two urgent 
social problems in our societ_11 right now, and whoe, ·er 
can solve them deserves a Nobel Prize. 
The first challenge is to find a cure for baldness. 
The second is to come up with an effectfre and dignified wa.v 
for single people to meet each other. 11 ·, 

-David, 42 , a lawyer 

p Boston's Personal 
Jewish Introduction Service 



If your social life just isn't as successful 
or fulfilling as your professional life, 
then NBW POSSIBILITIES is for you. 

CONSIDER THESE ADVANTAGES 

The personal inter1riew \\'e make matches the old-fashjoned way-based on 
our personal judgment and intuition. 

Follow-up \Ve make it a point to remain in close touch with our clients. 
\ \'e don't want you to fade away after your interview. 

Jewish orientation Your expanded social life will involve special people like 
yourself vvhose Jewish background and iden tity are 
compatible with yours. 

Free optional consultations \ Ve believe that making introductions is the easy part. 
\ \'e're available to talk with you and to offer helpful 
advice after the introduction is made. 

Corifidential and Discreet \ \ 'e check with both parties before each introduction 
to protect our clients from awkward or uncomfortable 
situations. 

p Boston's Personal 

0 

What 
NEW POSSIBILITIES 

Can Mean 
For You 

Jewish Introduction Service 

NEW POSSIBILITIES lets you get more out of the 
time and energy you invest in your social life; 

NEW POSSIBILITIES makes it easier to lead an active 
professional life and still meet the people you \\"ant to meet ; 

l\'EW POSSIBILITIES offers you an ever-grm\"ing pool of 
carefully screened and selected professional Jewish singles. 

~ilities (617) 969-2234 
You 're onl_v a phone call a\•va_\ '. 

- ~ 



\e,,~b-li . A J)()Ss1 1 .ties ~ 

PROFILE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name _____________________ Sex _ ___ Age ___ Birthdate _____ _ 

Address----------------------- ---------- --------
Home Phone _________ Work Phone ____ _ _ ___ Okay to phone at work? _ _ _ _ _ 

Occupation ___ __________ Employer - - ------------ ·------

How long employed ihere? _ ___ ____ Social SP.curity Number 

Height _____ Weight _____ Color eyes _ _ _ __ Color hair ----·---·--· 

Marital Status : 

Never married __ _ 

Separated _______ Date _ _ _ _ __ Years married _ ______ _ _ ____ _ 

Divorced __________ _ Date divorce final 

Years married __________ Do you have a get? _ _: ___ ______________ _ 

Widowed ________ Date Years married _ _ _ _ ___ _ ___ _ _ 

Children and ages --------------·- ---

Living with me _________ Living elsewhere (where?) _________________ _ 

Educational background 
------ -·- - ·-·-- --··------- -- - · -

Jewish educational bacliground ___________ _ ________ _________ __ ·- --

Ever been convicted of a felony? no ___ __ yes ____ _ 

Explain 

Has abuse of alcohol or narcotics ever caused need of counsel , loss o f l icense, pos it ion or home? 

no ___ ____ yes ____ _ ·-·-·--- __ Explain 

Briefly describe how you see yourself 

- - ----- • ----·---- . -

The best thing about me is 
- -----·· -- - ------

The worst thing about me is--------------------- -------------



T;-ie m os\ important qu,:li t1es I seek in a partner 

Gua '· t1es I woulcl r,c, I i'l ::cr: r, t in a partner ____ _ 

--- _____ 4 _______ ____ _ _ 

' 1, .!E' ESls and t·• ·Jb·_t) il, :. ! w ar,t !o 11ave in common with my partner·---·· ·-·· ·-··----------------

---- --------

·' J 

\'.'ha: kinds of nooks do you enJoy? 

\\'h a , r. in cls o f r:i us1c c.! o yo u [;nJ c•;•? 

Wna; is 1t1e ;;ye r c1r',g e c f tne :Je opie yo u ·cLli r:e to meet? 

Do you smof- 0 toba cco? . Wo uld you dale a smoker? ----- - -------·-------

·whal drugs rJ o ·!'o u use (1nc luc1ir· g alcot10I) and how often? 

Wi ,h ch ildren ? ---------· - - -· -

Do you have any impairments ? 

V✓ ill yo u date c> person with impa irments? 

Describe your dietary habits (e.g .. kosher. vegetarian. etc.) 

Are both of your parents Jewish ? _ _ _ _ If not. please specify -----,,,,-----------'-' ___ _ 

If your mother is not Jewish. have you converted to Judaism? .-____________________ _ 

Wil l you date som ebod y wh ose mo ther is not Jewish and who has not converted? 

Br ief ly describe y-ou r le vei o· st ) ,e of Jewish obse rvance 

What level or sty le oi Jewi sh observance are you setking in a partner? _________________ _ 



Do any of the foll0w in(J Jewish affiliati ons currently appl y to you? 

0 Reform 

1-·: Conservative 

-lJ Reconstructi o nist 

D Orthodox 

0 Havurah-style ~Jroup 

Do any of the followino Israel affiliations apply to yo11? 

I I Never been there 

LJ Visited briefly 

[ 1 Visited more than once 

I am interested in : 

[ 1 A serious committed relationship 

L_i Expanding my sor. ial network 

[I Casual dating 

[] Other __ .. __ ____ ---·-- -----~-- --- _ 

I am usually most alert in the 

CJ Political action group 

I I Jewish Younn Adult Center 

CJ CJP Young Professionals 

rJ Jewish Community Center 

0 Other ___ _ 

: . Li ved ttiere (how to ng?) 

1-:_1 Would consider living there 

: : morninq aft ernoon early evening , · 1 lat e evening 

Are you consioored attractive? 

0 yes, very 0 usually 0 sometimes D no 

r ·t 

What kind of parties do you enjoy? 

D loud and lively □ small and quiet fJ none 

Which of the lollowing goals is most important to you ? 

D wealth D love 0 fame D serenity 

D knowledge D power u respectability 0 self-fulfillment 

What types of TV programs do you watch regularly? 

0 educational [ : comedies r-:-· movies [ l talk 

Cl adventure C variety 0 serials D quiz 

□ westerns 0 specials D health D news 

D musicals D drama D sports 0 none 



.. 
How often do you read newspapers? 

D dally D several times a week D weekly D seldom 

How intelligent do you consider yourself? 

D exceptionally bright O above average 

0 about average 0 below average 

When going to an appointment I am usually 

Q late Cl on time - · early 

Keeping my house or apartment neat and orderly is 

0 very important 0 somewhat important O not important at all 

Where do you like to oo when you date? (check all that apply) 

C movies =i pubs and clubs fJ concerts and p1ays 

,- dancing •1:1~1il<: cnrl trip s • ; driving around 

Cl dinner : _
1 sports events 

., 
c] each other's home 

·~ r:, museums luriq walks I ! 011trJnor ;ir,tiviliP.s ... 

Is there anything we haven 't asked tllat you would like us to know? 

------·- ···-·--·· ·· ---·- ------····- ··· . ... - --- -----------

·----------- -

How did you hear of New Possibilities? --------- ------ · --------·--- ------



Mrs. Joseph Klein 
1761 Pomona 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 

Dear Rose: 

January 2, 1981 

It was good of you to bring this young lady's sennon to my attention. 
I am grateful to you for having done so and I ask that you see that 
the enclosed note gets to Becky, 

With thanks and fondest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Ail11nder M. Schindler 



Ms. Rebecca Taylor 
c/o Mrs. Joseph Klein 
1761 Pomona 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 

Dear Becky: 

Deauary 2, 1985 

I had an opportunity to read the sermon you delivered at a Youth 
service at Temple Beth El. Mrs. Rose Klein was kind enough to 
send me a copy and I am truly grateful to her. 

I appreciated your talk, it was well-thought out, put together 
beautifully and according to Mrs. Klein you deltvered it splendidly. 
You have reason to be pleased and proud and I contratulate you on 
a job well done. 

Mazal tov and every goodww1sh. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

David W. Belin. Esq.; Lydia Kukoff 

The enclosed will interest you. 

Trude is Orthodox but she has been consistently supportive of us in 
Outreach as well as !atrilaneal descent. It might be a good idea to 
send her a letter giving an up-date on how far we have come along. 
It might inspire her to write another ~olumn and this time refer to 
us. 

Dr. Trude Weiss-Rosmarin 
P.O. Bou2016 -
Santa Monica, CA 90106 

Regards. 

March 14, 1984 



FROM: 

TO : 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Please return 
Y'Jur acti'Jn 
Y::mr files 
F0r your inf'J 
Let's discuss 
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) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

5. 

6. 
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More 'Jews by Ch.oice' 
Viewpoint contributions express the views of the author and do , .. not necessarily reflect the view and/or policies of Israel Today. • Editor 

D D D 
TRUDE WEISS-ROSMARIN 

Conviction and the urge to convert are inseparable - and the finner the conviction the stronger is the desire to share it In the case of religious beliefs, the urge to share them i's especially intense. When God commanded Abram, " Get out cf:1c,;~~ ~::,-:.::::try, and from your kinfolk, and from your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation. " .· He climaxed the promise with the pledge: "And in you shall all the families of the earth be blessed" 
The hope that eventually all mankind will know and worship the One God recurs in many forms throughout the Hebrew Bible. Isaiah " saw" that "in the end of the days, the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established at the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it And many peoples shall go and say: 'Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the .. , Lord from Jerusalem' ." •. 

In the same spirit the Psalmist proclaimed: 
"O sing unto the Lord a new 'song; 

Sing unto the Lord, all _the earth .. . , , , 
Declare His glory among the nations, 

His marvelous works among all the peoples ... 
Say among the lfations:• 'The -Lord reigns'." The' call to all the earth to know that the Lord is God is the message of the Hebrew Bible. 

We do not know wh!ther the author of the scroll of" Ru1h" · ' intended it to be a missionary tract. However this concise book of • fou1 • chapi.ers, read as part of the Synagogue service on Shevuoth, makes the point that a Moabite woman is not only fully qualified to enter the household of Israel but is worthy of becoming an ancestress of David and, thus, of the Messiah of the house of David. 
The notion that it is not in the nature of Judaism to seek converts is not borne out by Talmudic evidence. It can be vindicated by only one isolated statement of Rabbi Helbo that "proselytes are as burdensome to Israel as leprosy." But this opinion of one Sage is unrepresentative. Hillel' s condensation of the teachings of Judaism into " do not unto your neighbor what you would not want him to do unto you, " for the benefit of a would-be convert, · and the Rabbis' attempts to facilitate conversion even for those whom Biblical law excludes from entering the assembly of the Lord, prove that the Sages were not averse to proselyting. Thus, arguing that Sennacherib' s military campaigns and deportations "mixed up all nations," Rabbi Joshua convinced his colleagues that an Ammonite convert to Judaism should be permitted to marry a Jewish girl. Earlier generations of Rabbis had already relaxed the . Biblical ruling as applying Ammonite and Moabite women converts because, they pointed out, the Bible excludes Ammonite and Moabite men - but not Ammonite and Moabite women. 

The Sages held that no one was by birth disqualified from . becoming a Jew. They had the tradition that Jeremiah and • Ezekiel were descended from Rah ab, the prostitute· of Jericho who, after helping Joshua to conquer the city, became his wife. Even the descendants of Haman, the personification of evil, were not excluded from the assembly of the Lord. According to the Talmud, Haman's descendants were studying and teaching at Bnei Berak. And Rabbi Akiba was said to be a descendant of Haman, 
The Talmud is eloquent in praise of proselytes and of the pious merit that accrues to those who bring non-J 1,ws under the wings · of the Shekhinah - the Divine Presence. According to Rabbi Eleazar Ben Pedat (3rd Century), God exiled Israel and scattered them over the face of the earth, so that they should win converts. 
Those who maintain that it is not in the nature of Judaism to seek converts argue that the Sages discouraged would-be converts. Thev ina11i r f'rl ,-::,rpf11 1lu <>h,... .. t ~~·=··-- l'-- - --·- · - · ' • • 
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'J·ews by Choice' 
(Continued from page 5) 
were "troubled, oppressed, despised and subject to endless 
tribulations." They stressed the difficulties of living 
as a Jew and of observing the laws of the Torah. All 
this, however, does not prove that the Sages were 
avers$! to accepting sincere converts. Eventually con
version was made difficult and discouraged because 
during the Hadrianic persecutions, in the second cen
tury, and, in the Middle Ages, Christian legislations 
made conversion to Judaism a capital crime. 

Judaism has not carried its message abroad with the 
missionary zeal of its daughter religions, Christianity 
and Islam. Still, it has eclipsed them in proselyting 
force. The Jewish God idea and the Jewish ethics 
epitomized in the Ten Commandments are the core of 
Christian teachings. and of the foundation of the 
democratic idea Spiritually, ideationally and re
iigiousiy, Christians and Musiims live, pray and hope 
by concepts and ideas grown in Jewish soil. 

Judaism teaches that deed is more important than 
creed: "The righteous of all nations will share in the 
world to come." Jewish efforts to win converts do not 
aim at" saving souls" but strive to recruit co-workers 
for the Jewish program-and-task of perfecting this 
world according to the blue-print of God's kingdom. 
Judaism neither abets nor provides room for the 
vainglorious boast that one religion holds the keys to 
salvation. There are many ways leading to God, 
although we hold that the Jewish way is best This is 
self-pride, but it is not a claim to exclusive possession 
of the truth. 

Jews who are convinced that their way is right have 
the obligation to invite others to join them. Conviction 
and the urge to convert are inseparable. Exile and per
secution which resulted in many unnatural dichoto
mies and splits also led to the separation of Jewish 
conviction and the urv.c to convert. 



Edith J. Miller 

Rabbi Lennard ·R. Thal 

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman 

INTERFAITH COUPLES PROGRAM 

Sorry, I didn't realize you are keeping the accounts on the recent program for interfaith couples held in Los Angeles. 
On June 14 I sent Josh Dwork a check for $650. from NFTS which they earmarked to cover the "shortfall II on the L.A. program. I trust he has credited this check accordingly. 

June 29. 1983 

You should also know that the NFTS Executive authorized an expenditure not to exceed $1.500. ($750 for each of two conferences) for two additional Interfaith Married Couples Programs to be jointly sponsored by the UAHC and NFTS. 

Fond regards. 



June 20, 1983 

Dear David: 

You will be pleased to know that NFTS has provided the UAHC with 
$650. to cover the "shortfall" on the experimental program with 
Interfaith Married Couples in Los Angeles. This is a boon and I 
am also happy to advise that NFTS is so taken with the program they 
are underwriting two additional conferences for interfaith copJias! 
The will provide us with $750. per program for they feel this is a 
vital and very meaningful project. 

The have also offered to assist with direct financial aid for oro
grammatic materials available for these interfaith programs. I 
have shared this offer with Lydia and she will be in touch with 
NFTS to look into the matter a•tgreater detail. 

With warm regards, I am 

Mr. David W. Belin 
2000 Financial Center 
Des Moines, IOWA 50309 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



Mrs. Constance Kreshtool 
President, NFTS 
711 Coverly Road 
Wilmington, DE 19802 

Dear Connie: 

June 20, 1983 

I'm truly sorry you couldn't remain with us for the entire UAHC Board 
meeting. Lil reported for NFTS and needless to note all of us were 
delighted with the continued support and sustenance pledged by NFTS! 
You truly strengthen us in all of our endeavors. 

Your letter of June 13 with its wonderful enclosures have been received 
and I hasten to express my appreciation. The $21,000. allocation of the 
YES Fund has been forwarded for crediting to the Youth Department, with 
instructions in regard to college activities as per your letter. 

The check to cover the "shortfall' of $650. on the recent Interfaith 
Married Couples Program in Los Angeles is deeply appreciated. This is 
a very worthy undertaking and all of us involved in Outreach are very 
grateful to NFTS for the pledge to underwrite two more such weekends, 
at $750. each. Many, many thanks. 

We want to help NFTS by making Outreach materials available and I have 
asked Lydia Kukoff to make special note of your request. I am certain 
she will be in touch with you and/or Ellie. 

In regard to REFORM Judaism, there, too, I have contacted the staff in
volved and I hope we have a response to your query without undue delay. 

' \ 

With fond regards and all good wishes for a restful and rewarding surrmer, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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N ATION AL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

838 FIFTH A VENUE • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 
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cV itiJ\ 
OJ-TICE OF Tl IE l'HESll)l:NT CONSTANCE S . KRESHTOOL June 13,1983 ¥ 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex and Don: 

Mr. Donald S. Day 
Chairman of the Board 
UAHC 
56 Devonshire Road 
Kenmore, N.Y. 14223 

( I am very pleased to formally tell you of some actions by the NFTS Executive 
)¥ Committee, which met on June 8 & 9, that have relationship to programs and 

if~ projects of the UAHC. 

;nl \} First, I am pleased to enclose a check in the amount of $21,000 which represents 
(~~ \ / an additional allocation of the Youth, Education and Sisterhood (YES) Fund to 

further the work of the UAHC Youth Department. $10,000 of this sum is earmarked 
{_~r college activities, the Ma aser project which is of special concern to NFTS. 

V\ith this contribution, in addition to the already transmitted budgeted com
'<~~~ miJment, NFTS has provided $71,000 (a slight increase over last year) for the 
V~( ~~C fiscal year which concludes June 30, 1983. 

~ c/4he second matter relates to Outreach and it is a pleasure to enclose a check 
V-, ".(/ /) for $650. It represents an NFTS gift to cover the "shortfall" incurred by the 

\~✓ .~\ Union for its recent Interfaith Married Couples Program in Los Angeles. Since 
V/e· . local Sisterhoods were the traditional passageway to intergrate Jews by Choice 
~ n J into the religious community, and local Sisterhoods still are the major activists 
\~~ ~ in this area, you can well understand our interest and concern with the Outreach 
,. \ )\- Program. 

er;v
~() ft 

¢{;-
~~-
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The NFTS Executive Committee also authorized an expenditure not to exceed $1,500 
($750 for each of two conferences) that would be available to the UAHC for two 
additional Interfaith Married Couples Programs, to be jointly sponsored by the 
UAHC and NFTS. When these events are planned you can count on us for assistance . 
We would also like to implement this direct financia • tance with making 
some programmatic materia s avai a e or these co • h ~ieve 
would be os e pfu . ne i ea would be an NFTS Jewish Art Calendar (if we 
have c:fllaiLable and perhaps some of our self-study materials. 

relates to Reform Judaism, our institutional publication. Our 
leadership was eager to re-establish what had been the organizational partner
ship between the UAHC and NFTS relating to the major publication of the UAHC. 

9~ 
NFTS is the women's agency for Reform Judaism, an affiliate of the Union <_>f American Hebrew Congregation~, . the 

~ World Union for Progressive Judaism, works on behalf of th'! Hebre_w Union College-Jewish lnsfltute of Religion, 
fl " ~ ,0 Dd and is the founder of the Jewish Braille lnsfltute of Amenca, Inc. 
l,A} \,Al • v · 15 Countries • 600 Sisterhoods • 13 District Federations • 100,000 + Members 

o;!J 
~~r-

l()(){j 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Donald S. Day 
June 13, 1983 
Page -2-

Although there has been a lapse of several years, NFTS previously had made 
budget commitments for this type of publication and served on the editoral 
board. If we can reinstate the relationship, NFTS is prepared to budget 
$5,000 a year towards the publication of Reform Judaism. 

Since these last two items do imply formalized relationships I would be most 
appreciative of your reactions and response. 

The Executive Committee Meeting was a very productive one with many decisions 
that invoke long-term program and project possibilities for Sisterhood. But 
one of the special results of our annual Executive Committee Meeting is re f lected 
in particular programs and projects for the larger family of Reform Judaism which 
NFTS is able to provide from special funds. I think you will be interested that 
included in these actions were: 

1. Rabbinic education -- continued support of the rabbinic scholarship program 
for the HUC-JIR; expanded scholarship assistance for rabbinic students on 
behalf of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, with a possible additional 
student from Holland and a new Israeli student. 

2. Jewish educational opportunities for pre-schoolers including authorization 
to co-publish with the UAHC the Jewish Baby Book; the support of the co
operative nursery school on the Cincinnati Campus (HUC-JIR) a role model 
projects for Sisterhood sponsored day care centers; seed money for a similar 
project for Or Hadash Congregation in Haifa. 

3. Support for the Women's Rabbinic Network to provide representation from 
womens students at their annual conference. 

4. Subsidized representation from our overseas constituents at our coming 
Biennial Convention in Houston. 

In a sense the actions of the NFTS Executive Committee, although frequently l 

expressed in terms of financial support, are a reflection of the women of 
Reform Judaism meeting their responsibilities to strengthen the educational 
and spirtual life of our movement. 

CK:bn 

Encs. $21,000 check 
$650 check 

Sincerely, 

c:~ 
President 



Edith J. Miller 

Joshua M. Dwork 

NFTS GIFTS TO UAHC 

June 14, 1983 

Enclosed herewith are two checks from NFTS, special contributions to the 
work of the UAHC: 

1/ $650. to be used to cover the "shortfall" on the recent Los Angeles 
Outreach program for interfaith couples. 

2/ $21,000. from the YES Fund of NFTS FOR Youth work - NFTS notes $10,000. 
of this sum is earmarked for College activities, the Ma'aser program which 
is of special concern to them 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler June 16, 1983 

Albert Vorspan and Aron Hirt-Manhetmer 

Please let me have your reaction to the following comments received from 
Connie Kreshtool in behalf of NFTS: 

11The third area relates to Reform Judaism, our Institutional publication. 
Our leadership was eager to re•establlsh what had been the organizational 
partnership between the UAHC and NFTS relating to the major pub1tcatfon 
of the UAHC. Although there has been a lapse of several years, NFTS 
previously had made budget commitments for this type of publication and 
served on the edltorfal board. If we can reinstate the relationship, NFTS 

C, 

is pn,pared to budget $5,000 a year towards the publication of Reform Judaism." 



' .. ., 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Lydt a Kukoff 

Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 

Please note the enclosed quote from a recent letter I received from 
Connie Kreshtool in .behalf of NFTS: 

11The NFTS Executive Committee also authorized an expenditure not to 

June 16, 1983 

exceed $1,500 ($750 for each of two conferences) that would be available 
to the UAHC for two additional Interfaith Married Couples Programs, to be 
jointly sponsored by the UAHC and NFTS. When these events are planned you 
can count on us for assistance. \le would tlso like to Jmpleroent this direct 
financial assistance with making some programmatic materials avaf 1ab1e for 
these conferences, which we believe would be most helpful. .One Idea would 
be an NFTS Jewish Art Calendar (if we have available stock) and perhaps some 
of our self-study materials." 

We have already received a check to cover the 11shor!.-'=fa1l 11 incurred In the 
Interfaith Married Couples Program tn Los Angeles. 



90 

• MIEM (0) IRAJM!D) UM 
Date March 14, 1983 

Eleanor Schwartz I~ 
From ____________ /' __________ _ 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
To 

Constance Kreshtool Copy for information of _____________________________ _ 

Subject _________________________________ _ 

Thank you for your memo of March 7 giving NFTS further information 
about the Interfaith Married Couples program in Los Angeles. A 
copy of your memo is enroute to Connie (who is presently out of town). 
Connie did express interest in this program when I mentioned it to 
her, and I believe we will want to discuss this with our leadership. 

As you know, the NFTS Executive CoIIllllittee will be meeting in early 
June and they would normally consider this request at that time. 
However, Connie may feel that we could consider at least some aspect 
of assistance at an earlier date. We will let you know. 

ERS:bn 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Miss Eleanor R. Schwartz 

March 7, 1983 

I am exceedingly grateful for your interest in our Interfaith 
Married Couples program in Los Angeles. As I indicated, I had 
the privilege of being able to participate in a session a few 
weeks ago when I was in Los Angeles. My impression there and 
from reports prior and since my visit have indicated that this 
is indeed a breakthrough. 

The teachers report a good response and the likelihood ohat a 
majority of the participants will ultimately affiliate with 
Judaism and with a synagogue and will rear their children as 
Jews. Lenny Thal and Lydia Kukoff intend to refine this program, 
repeat it in the Spring and then replicate it in several other 
communities. 

In our conversation you indicated that you might be able to 
help provide the resources we require to help us in this venture. 
The first Los Angeles experiment had a $650. shortfall and I 
imagine that the two or three like p~ograms which we are project
ing will cost us a like amount. If there is anything at all that 
NFTS can do we will be deeply grateful. 

• 
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V H Dear A 1 ex: 

ff 1 
1 I am writing to you from our lovely new office high (nearly) atop 

·~ the Ticor Building. We are really enjoying the change. I hope 

Chairman 
Donald S. Day 

President 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

OFFICERS 1983-85 

Council President 
Allan B. Goldman 

Vice Presidents 
Joseph Baron 
Aaron Katz 
Edward London 
Myron Rosenthal 
Esther Saritzky 
Evely Laser Shlensky 

you and Rhea had a wonderful trip and are duly pasta-ed out. 

I wanted to give you a brief update on the Mixed-Harried pilot. 
Participants from both groups met at a "reunion" bar-b- que this 
past Sunday night. Attendance was excellent and there was a 
lovely warm feeling in the group. In addition to the two who 
have decided to convert, we have one more who has decided and 
who, with his wife, has enrolled in the Introduction to Judaism 
class. In addition, the one unmarried couple in the group has 
announced their engagement and wedding date (October 2). They 
wl11 be married by Joel Oseran. The bride-to-be, Lisa Mitchell 
will convert on August 26 along with Stacy Baron. They have 
decided on a shared conversion ceremony, a decision which grew 
out of the friendship they forged during the group meetings. 
Two group members are pregnant. One of them has already en
rolled in the Jewish Lamze program and the other has decided 
she wants her baby converted at birth. 

After dinner, we shmoozed a bit. Grouo members were all anxious 
to receive the year's free temple membership we offered and were 
looking forward to the high Holy Days and to increased involvement 
in the Jewish coff111unity. They were eager to know what else was 
going on Jewishly. They especially wanted to set another meeting 
and not to lose contact with each other and with us. We made a 
date to have a special tour of the Sklrball Museum early in 
September and I will have them over to my Sukkah. 

I only wish you could have been there to see their enthusiasm 
and expecially to hear them speak of how much this program has 

rnc,re . .......... . 

,.. ,, 
.,.,...,,..,.... 

t 



.. . . 

has meant to them and how much they appreciate our efforts on 
their behalf. It was a very rewarding evening and you would 
have kvelled had you been there. 

By the way, our new group began Tuesday night. We have six couples 
registered. 

I'll keep you informed as we progress. Ben joins me in sending love 
to Rhea and to you. 

See you soon, 

iy~ 

LK/mf 



Rabbi Joel D. Oseran 
University Synagogue 
11960 Sunset Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 

Dear Joel: 

May 3, 1983 

It was thoughtful of you to write your progress report on the outreach for mixed-married couples. I thank you not only for your letter but for the extraordinary job you are doing with this group. I have had reports of your role and I am truly grateful for all that you have been doing and wi11 continue to do. 

Uith warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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~V,( Uni\tffsity Synagogue 
A Reform Congregation 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President, UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New Yo r k , N . Y . l O O 2 l 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

April 26, 1983 

We last met at the progress report meeting at Stephen S. Wise 
congregation for the UAHC's outreach class for mixed-married couples. 
You will remember that I served as one of the instructors for the class. 
Now that the first eight week course has concluded, I wanted to share 
with you a few personal feelings about the project and about Lydia and 
Len. 

I feel most strongly that the movement is providing an invaluable 
service to mixed-married couples by sponsoring this type of project. 
During my class I came to appreciate the inner turmoil and searching on 
the part of those participating. These lovely young couples are adrift 
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out there; not only not connected to the Jewish community but often feeling 
rejected by us as well. 

The aspect of the class most satisfying to my couples was the oppor
tunity to explore their feelings about the differences within their marriage 
while in a supportive Jewish environment. We showed the couple that the 
Jewish community cared about them and their future as a family without the 
prerequisite of converting to Judaism. The door was held open to these 
couples to discuss their future as a Jewish family, yet no pressure of any 
kind was directed at the non Jewish partner to convert. 

And now, two of my students have chosen to become Jewish. I cannot 
claim this as a direct result of the class, but I do know that the class 
facilitated both these people in making a decision with which they are 
ultimately at peace. 

I must share with you my esteem for Lydia and Len and the commitment 
they have shown for this project. You know very we 11 l Im sure their talents 
and professional ism. As someone joining this project from the outside, I 

can tell you that their devotion to making it work has inspired everyone 
coming into contact with them. The Union and our movement are fortunate to 
have them. 
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I am pleased to have had a share in the program up til now and look 
forward to its development and enrichment for many couples in the future. 

Shalom, 

JDO/b Rabbi Joel D. Oseran 



Mrs. Daniel Jaffe 
17409 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 

Dear Carol: 

February 28, 1983 

Thank you for writing me, although there is no need to thank me 
for attending the meeting. As a matter of fact> I must thank you 
for your efforts in this realm. 

From the sound of it, the experiment was successful. I hope that 
it is, for the work is very impoftant. 

I also share your views concerning the need for a central registry 
and I am presently asking some knowledgeable people to give me an e 
estimate of what it would take to establish and to maJntain such 
a program. Hopefully I'll be able to find the .money for its 
implementation. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Philip M. Posner 
Temple Beth El 
2675 Central Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92506 

Dear Phil: 

June 14, 1982 

It was thoughtful of you to share with me the article from the 
Press-Enterprise. I am sharing a copy with our chairman, David 
Belin as well as Sandy Seltzer. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



·ceMple Beeb el 
2675 CENTRAL AVENUE RIVERSIDE CALIFORNIA 92506 PHONE 684-4511 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , N.Y., 10021 

Dear Alex : 

June 8, 1982 

PHILIP M. POSNER, Rabbi 

I thought you might like to see this article. 
Except for the l ast two lines, we were pleased 
with it. Interestingly, though really not sur
prisingly, it did prompt calls from a few wanting 
to know more about Judaism, or encouraged some to 
call. 

Have a lovely summer. 

PMP :hn 

Enc. 

" The Spirit of Man Is the Lamp of The Lord" 
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Rabbi Phillip Posner speaking to a conversion dass 
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_Judaism opening its doors to converts 
By DAVID HALDANE 

Press-Enterprise Staff Writer 

I t's 8 p.'m. on a Wednesday and 
at Riverside's Temple Beth Bl, 
11 pe9ple are seated around a 
large table. 
Rabbi Philip Posner is telling 

them abo_ut the· 18th century, a ·•, 
, period, he says, "Which saw the 
"breaking down of .ghetto walls" ~or 
European Jews.~•· • -

"Jews who previously spoke , . 
only. Yiddish," -says-Posner, began 
.to learn_ other languages and for the 
first time identified with the 

• national aspirations of their non- · 
Jewish countrymen. "It was the , . 

• beginning of Jewish emancipation," 
says the rabbi. . 

.. 

If that was the begin·ning, some 
Jews believe, then future historians 
may well regard gatherings such as 
this a_s the next major step. For the 
people around the table are 
potential converts. And as recently· 
as five years ago, many of them 
wouldn't have been here. 

-According,-to Posner, Judaism's 
new emphasis ·on conversion began 
in 1978 with a speech by Rabbi 
Alexander M. Schindler, president 

of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. Although Jews had 
always accepted .a trickle of -
converts to their ranks, conversion 
had long been discouraged and 
certainly not sought in at least 2,000 
years. But in 1978, Schindler-
head of Judaism's liberal Reform 
movement to which an estimated 34 
pei:cent of American Jews belong
urged that a :.Jewish "outreach 
program" be launched, aimed at 
"all Americans who are 
unchurched and who are seeking 
roots in religion." 
• .. It was the first time in modern 

history that an estaplished Jewish 
·organization had on its agenda . . 
active promotion of the faith to 

• those not born into jl. Alarmed by 
the Joss of six million Jews during 
the Holocaust of World War II 
combined with declining birthrates 
and a high rate of intermarriage, 

' Reform Judaism had decided to 
open its doors to outsiders. 

One who responded was Velva 
Hakim, 33, a Riverside mother who 
was raised a Catholic but mal'\"ied a 
Jew. 

"I felt I had finally come 
home," she says of her introduction 

to Judaism two years ago. "I found 
the people I belonged with." 

But like many converts to 
Judaism, Hakim had to contend 
with opposition from her still
Christian family. Shortly after the 
conversion, in fact, her mother - a 
devout Catholic - showed up at her 
doorstep one yuletide with a fully 
decorated ·Christmas tree because 
"she felt the kids should have 
Christmas." 

·"I stood up to her," Hakim 
remembers of the incident. "We 
ended up taking the tree together 'to 
a~ther family." 

And today, she says, her 
relatives are more toler.,.nt of her 
new religious beliefs, 

Barbara Sultan of Riverside, 
who converted 10 years ago before 
the new openness began, solved the 
Christmas tree problem by 
celebrating both Christmas and 
Hanukkah. "My 22-year-old 
daughter who was in college said, 
'You quit having Christmas and I'll 
quit coming home,' " reports 
Sultan, who was brought up in the 
Church of Christ. "I guess I 
would1:i' t want the· rabbi to drive 

-down my street and see my 
Christmas tree.' ' 

But despite that lingering green 
symbol of her Christian background 
(two of her seven children, she 
says, are "little Jews" and five sti:11 
"have their own decision to 
make"), there is no doubt about her 
own present religious affiliation. 
"Judaism-is a lovely religion," says 
·sultan, who has served as president 
of Temple Beth El's sisterhood and 
teaches third grade in the temple's 
religious school. "I must have been 
Jewish in a previous life.''. 

For centuries, of course, 
Judaism has been considered a 
racial identity as well as a religion, 
a fact that greatly complicates the 
efforts of Reform Jews to attract. 
converts. -Of the five to 10 Riverside 
gentiles who join his flock each 
year, says Posner, about .three
fourths are people who have 
married,-or are planning to marry, 
Jews. The rest come for a variety 
of reasons, he says, often 
encouraged by the new openness of 
the Reform movement. 

Nance E. Gruttman's attraction -

(See JUDAISM, Page 2) 
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Mr. Norman Schlosberg 
22246 Victory Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Dear Mr. Schlosberg: 

February 26, 1982 

It was good hearing from you and I thank you for your 
comments in regard to our Outreach program. 

Thank you also for sharing with me the pamphlet published 
by the Unitarian Universalists. I appreciate your sug
gestion and your kindness in bringing this brochure to 
our attention. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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:,ewish Policy on 
Converts Assailed 

EW YORK ~-The head of the 
Nati •nal Council of Young IsraPl, an 
Orthodox Jewish organization, has 
assailed a decision by Reform Ju
daism to seek converts, but not 
among those already religiously af 
filiated. 

Harold N. Jacobs saye Jews who 
e have embraced other faiths are "our 
e brethren in bondage" who have 

"strayed out of Ignorance" and "we 
must attempt to win them back for 
their own sakes as well as ours." 
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PARTONE 

Meet the Unitarian Universalists 
There's an old anecdote about some of us of liberal 
persuasion coming to a fork in the road. On one sign 
are the words: "To Heaven." On the other: "To a 
Discussion about Heaven." Without hesitation the 
Unitarian Universalists choose their course. They 
wouldn't think of missing a discussion! 

Like most stories, this one has its element of truth. 
We are full of ideas and characteristically anxious to 
express them. Whether the subject is immortality, 
prayer, God or science, there may be as many ideas 
as there are people present; yet there will be one 
unifying principle: namely, the right of every person to 
make up his own mind about what he believes. 

Seeing this process in action, people frequently say: 
"I have been a Unitarian Universalist for years without 
knowing it!" It may be true for you, but how can you 
tell? 

As a beginning you can see if any of these ques
tions have a familiar, personal ring: 

- I cannot accept religious beliefs just on faith. Is 
there a church for me? 

- I believe in many things: human dignity, human 
effort, the constant search for truth, the need for more 
human community; but I cannot bind my beliefs to a 
creedal test. What church would want me? 

- Churches seem to insist that religious truth is 
revealed and complete. Does any church welcome •
the idea that truth is a growing, not a finished, thing? '

- A child should be allowed to discover religion in 
his own unfolding life, not through a process of indoc
trination. What church practices this? 

- Can a church be effective, and still encourage 
each member to be his free, individual self? 

- There is beauty and truth in many of the world's 
religious faiths. Is there a church anywhere that does 
not claim to have all the answers? 

- Where is there a religion that honestly encour
ages the fullest possible use of reason? 

- Can persons from any religious background
Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim, etc. -find one 
church where all are welcome without "conversi@n" 
or "renunciation"? 

- I want to be free to wonder about-even 
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doubt-the existence of God, the nature of God, the 
effectiveness of prayer, the value of the Bible, the 
possibility of immortality, and still be religious. Where 
can I find a church that calls no honest doubt "heresy" 
and where heretics are welcome? 

If you find something of your own thought, experi
ence and searching in these questions , there is 
probably an exciting place for you in Unitarian 
Universalism. 

We cherish wide differences of religious opinion 
and belief within our ranks, yet there is a sustaining 
bond of union on such matters as: 

Serious concern with religious living 
Belief in the importance of individual thinking 
Respect for the personalities and convictions 

of others 
Faith in human dignity and potentiality 
Aversion to sanctimony and all forms of bigotry 
Hearty enjoyment of life and people 
Confidence in the true harmony of science 

and religion 
Faith in the principle of love 
Quest for a broad and encompassing religion: 

spiritual yet practical , personal yet universal 

PART'IWO 

What Do Unitarian Universalists Believe? 
The heart of Unitarian Universalist religion is a positive 
faith in working principles rather than doctrines. The 
distinguished international scholar and Unitarian 
historian , Earl Morse Wilbur, wrote : ··"When the 
Unitarian movement began , the marks of true religion 
were commonly thought to be belief in the creeds, 
membership in the church and participation in its rites 
and sacraments. To the Unitarian of today the marks 
of true religion are spiritual freedom , enlightened 
reason , broad and tolerant sympathy, upright char
acter and unselfish service. These things, which go to 
the very heart of life , best express the meaning of 
Unitarian history." 

Because we find the essence of religion in character 
and conduct rather than in doctrines, creeds, dogmas, 
and catechisms, those who customarily think of 
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religion as a series of theological definitions sometimes 
have difficulty understanding the liberal religious 
position . 

We are believers, but our beliefs are centered in a 
method, a process of the religious life , rather than in 
closed articles of faith . 

"But what do Unitarian Universalists believe?" we 
are asked . "What is your creed?" 

We have no creed . On matters normally frozen into 
creedal statements, we are expected to follow the 
dictates of reason , conscience and experience. Our 
churches make no official pronouncements on God , 
the Bible , Jesus , immortality, or any of the other theo
logical questions generally answered with unabashed 
finality by the more traditional religious groups. 

To us , creating a religious way of life is far too 
important to be left to the propounders of creeds and 
dogmas . 

We become Unitarian Universalists not by substi
tuting one confession of faith for another, but by 
opening our minds to receive truth and inspiration 
from every possible source . 

The most fundamental of all our principles, then , is 
individual freedom of religious belief-the principle of 
the free mind . 

Most religious beliefs are based on some outside 
authority . The prophet or priest dictates , the Bible 
dictates, or the creed dictates what must be believed . 
For those who have no special urge to do their own 
thinking, this is an effective and logical approach. But 
what of those who have an intense need to think ·;: 
independently? 

For us the most vital fact is this : in order to ad
vance , humans must be free . There is no area of life 
in which it is more important to be free than in religion. 

Those who differ with us argue that we must be 
directed by infallible religious guides, or else our frail
ties will corrupt and destroy us. But when we begin to 
examine closely the "infallible" religious guides , what 
do we discover? The church which claims authority to 
dictate beliefs is a human institution , and its "final 
truths" are no more than the conclusions arrived at by 
earlier human leaders. 

The same statement is true of the Bible . It was 
written by mortals . 

No creed exists that was not originally composed by 
human beings like ourselves . 
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Churches, Bibles and creeds are the creations of 
those who once exercised their freedom to create . Is 
there any reason why we should expect to do less? 

Thus the distinctive characteristic of the Unitarian 
Universalist is our insistence that we will not bind our 
present and future in religion to the tutelage of the 
past. We will attempt to learn all that the past can 
teach us , but we will do our own thinking about 
current matters of faith and belief. 

In the words of John P. Marquand , Pulitzer Prize 
author, "As Democracy is man's freest form of social 
life so is Unitarianism the freest religious life , and like 
Democracy, the Unitarian religion depends upon the 
separate thinking of every Unitarian to give it signifi
cance and vitality." 

In one of our congregations an agnostic may sit 
beside one who believes in a personal God ; at the 
after-service coffee hour a believer in personal immor
tality may stand chatting with one who accepts "utter 
extinction ." Such are our wide diversities of individual 
belief. 

We are together in our devotion to freedom ; each 
living by a thought-out covenant with himself and with 
life as a whole ; each understanding that his beliefs 
may change as insights deepen and experiences 
broaden . 

You can see how boundless the opportunities are 
for an earnest, thoughtful person in this "open" 
approach to religion and the spiritual life . 

Second only to the free mind is our belief in reason 
and responsibility. Freedom requires responsibility. 
We must accept responsibility for our acts . We believe 
that this sense of responsibility reflects the teaching of 
the great Biblical prophets, from Amos to Jesus . We 
believe also that it is the essence of one of our noblest 
achievements, the scientific method. In brief, we 
believ·e that our religious concept of ethical responsi
bility is much more in tune with reality , much more 
productive of good , than the traditional doctrine of 
man's inherent depravity through "original sin." 

How do we cultivate responsible behavior? For us a 
chief resource is human reason . Reason holds the 
place that is ordinarily accorded to revelation in ortho
dox religions. That person is likely to behave best 
who exercises reason most. 

This does not mean that we are unmindful of the 
limitations of human reason , nor that we look upon it 
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as an infallible guide . In our way of life there are no 
infallible guides. Dr. E. Burdette Backus described our 
faith in reason as follows :" . . . the intelligence of man 
is an instrument which has developed in the process 
of his evolution to enable him to satisfy his needs 
more adequately . It had originally a very earthy and 
practical purpose , namely that of solving the problems 
that pressed in upon him in daily life . Although it 
continues this immediately pressing function it has far 
outsoared it and seeks to penetrate beyond the stars 
to find an answer to the riddle of the universe. Our 
reason makes many mistakes; it is frequently taken 
captive by our desires , so that we believe things not 
because they are true but because we want to believe 
them . It cannot give us absolute and final certainty , 
but it has established a substantial body of verified 
truth ; it is steadily increasing the amount of that truth. 
For all its limitations it serves us very well , and those 
who advocate its abandonment are simply telling a 
man who is groping his way through the dark by the 
light of a candle to blow out the light. " 

Unitarian Universalism , then , is an ethical rather 
than a doctrinal religion , with individual freedom as its 
method and reason as its guide. 

The path of logic leads from freedom , through 
reason , to a third fundamental principle : a generous 
and tolerant understanding of differing views and 
practices. 

UNITY WITH DIVERSITY 
Unitarian Universalists believe that people can work ·:: 

together for the betterment of character and the ad
vancement of humanity without conforming to a set 
pattern of theological doctrines . In fact we go well 
beyond this to express our conviction that differing 
theological views are natural and healthy , and that 
attempts to enforce religious conformity are deaden
ing and potentially destructive. History is witness to 
the horrors of religious intolerance . 

The atmosphere of one of our churches encour
ages all persons to make their best contribution to the 
group's enrichment. The emphasis is on sharing the 
results of personal thought and evaluation . Truth is 
vast and many sided . Why should we all have the 
same theology? It is a vital part of our faith that people 
of widely differing religious backgrounds and views 
can work cheerfully and productively together under 
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the same church roof, strengthening each other in the 
great tasks of making human life more splendid , more 
precious and more secure upon this earth. 

When conscientious seekers ask what we believe, 
they must make an effort to lay aside the theological 
definitions employed to describe most churches. Ours 
is very definitely a different kind of church, and it 
requires a different kind of definition. Yet let there be 
no mistake about the fact that we enjoy a purposeful, 
positive religious movement , dedicated to the moral 
progress of human life. It welcomes all who catch the 
vision of placing principles of freedom, responsibility , 
reason and tolerance above uniform theological 
doctrines. 

PARTTHREE 

Our Work with Children 
Nothing in the Unitarian Universalist religion is more 
exciting than its methocis and principles of religious 
education. A new kind of church school has come 
into being in our movement in which the individual 
child , rather than the Bible or catechism, is the center 
of the program. 

We teach Bible courses as part of our program, 
but only as they contribute to our comprehensive 
aim of introducing children to the moral, social 
and religious ideas they must have in order to live 
in a democratic and diverse society. 

The traditional approach to religious education 
rests on the notion that human nature is alienated 
from God and can only be re-united by learning 
and accepting a doctrinal plan of salvation. Children , 
according to this older method , must be taught 
about a savior who alone can rescue them from their 
"evil" selves, since they are incapable of accomplishing 
this themselves. 

Our religious education is founded on the con
viction that human nature , rather than alienating us 
from God , actually binds us to the universe and all 
that sustains it. The natural curiosities and urges of 
children , rather than being "wicked" are the very 
resources on which a program of religious education 
should be built. 
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We believe that a child's religion grows out of 
normal experience. Religion is not something to 
be "given" to a child, but something to be nurtured 
and encouraged in a child's unfolding life. 

No one has yet done a better job of describing 
the general aims of our religious education than 
William Ellery Channing, internationally revered 
Unitarian preacher and scholar of the last century: 

"The great end in religious instruction . . . is not 
to stamp our minds irresistibly on the young, but 
to stir up their own; 

"not to make them see with our eyes, but to look 
inquiringly and steadily with their own; 

"not to impose religion upon them in the form of 
arbitary rules, which rest on no foundation but our 
own word and will , but to awaken the conscience, 
the moral discernment, so that they may discern 
and approve for themselves what is everlastingly 
right and good ... " 

In week-by-week practice, our church schools 
are guided by concrete objectives: 

We encourage in children a natural development 
of religious faith based primarily on direct experience. 

We avoid imposing religious beliefs of any kind. 
We never suggest that an ideal is to be cherished 

simply because it is honored in our church or our 
religion. 

We encourage a continual search to improve faith 
and life . 

We do not teach a finished gospel. 
We expose children to the thoughts and beliefs ·;: 

of many religions. 
We do not teach that religious truth is to be found 

only in the Judeo-Christian Bible. 
We heartily urge children to ask questions , express 

their doubts, and seek answers that are personally 
satisfying to them. 

We do everything possible to avoid an atmosphere 
in which children might feel that their natural curiosity 
is being repressed . 

As our philosophy of religious education matured, 
it became necessary to create new kinds of religious 
materials for classroom use. Year by year, non
sectarian , educationally-sound religious curricula 
have grown. 

We realize that the process of developing a religion 
of one's own is a slow, gradual and seven-day-a-week 
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affair. Especially during children's pre-school years, a 
large part of this development goes on in the home. 
The direction it takes, its depth or lack of depth, 
depends very largely on how seriously parents 
assume their role as religious educators. It is im
possible to live with small children and not answer 
numerous religious questions each day. Because of 
this, we place great stress on parent participation 
in the church's program of religious education. 

Parents who think that they can put their children 
in Sunday school for an hour or two a week to 
"get" religious education will not be comfortable in 
one of our churches. Our program is designed to 
appeal only to those who wish to enter with their 
children upon an adventure in religious growth. 

PARTFOUR 

Deeds-Not Creeds 
WORLD-WIDE SERVICE 

For most Unitarian Universalists religion would mean 
little if it did not include enlightened conscience 
in action . Yet we are not missionary-minded . By 
deliberate choice we send no missionaries over the 
face of the earth to convert the "heathen." In fact 
we generally feel that people of other religions have 
as much to teach us as we have to teach them. 

We have a moral equivalent for religious missions. 
Kindled by compassionate imagination and fanned 
by a desire to share skills and resources with people 
the world around, our impulse to serve is mobilized 
in the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. 

Established in 1940 to aid refugees from Nazi 
Europe , the UUSC has kept pace with the changing 
needs of our changing times. Stretching across the 
continent and globe, Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee projects in medicine , social work, criminal 
justice, family planning, education , community 
development and leadership training testify to the 
effectiveness of "helping people to help themselves, " 
to address problems of institutional oppression . 

in all its efforts the UUSC remains scrupulously 
non-sectarian. Proselytizing on behalf of our religion 
is never a component of our humanitarian work. 

I 
1 

TIIE POWER OF TIIE WRITTEN WORD 
Through the Unitarian Universalist Association, 

we support an extremely broad publications program. 
It encompasses a newspaper, magazines, pamphlets, 
books and newletters. 

Divisions of the program are: 
Beacon Press: a major publishing house which 

operates under the auspices of the UUA. Its function 
is to produce books of a serious, general , and 
sometimes controversial nature. Beacon hard-cover 
and paper-back editions are prominently displayed 
in bookstores throughout our continent and in many 
countries overseas. It is the purpose of Beacon 
Press to make a continuing contribution to cultural 
and spiritual life by a forthright and vigorous program 
of publishing that emphasizes the preeminence of the 
human spirit. 

In 194 7, Beacon Press had 1 7 titles on its backlist 
and a handful of outlets. Now it has hundreds of 
titles and booksellers in every major city of the world. 

Pamphlet Commission: A large selection of 
attractively styled and crisply written pamphlets is 
available on a variety of subjects of interest to potential 
members, new members and established members. 
These pamphlets are distributed in Unitarian Univer
salist churches and gathering places, and are used by 
organized groups throughout the denomination. 

Unitarian Universalist World: A newspaper 
which is mailed directly to more than 102,000 families 
16 times a year. The official journal of the UUA, ·~ 
it is the successor to the Universalist Leader (1819) •. 
and the Christian Register (Unitarian) of 1821. It 
carries news and articles about individuals, local 
congregations, UUA programs, materials and services, 
as well as inspirational material and opinion pieces. 
Its letters page and editorial page reflect the wide 
diversity of views within liberal religion . 

Besides the regular publications program, many of 
the affiliated groups also publish literature. 

ON THE LOCAL FRONT 
Most Unitarian Universalists are noted for their 

social concerns. Racial justice, liberation moyements , 
international peace, community health and welfare, 
separation of church and state, civil liberties-tJiiese 
are but a few of the earthy problems that arouse 
lively interest and participation in our circles. Where-
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ever a committee gathers to tackle a project for the 
improvement of human living, Unitarian Universalists 
are present. It is a hallmark of our religion that service 
to the community, the nation and the world is one of 
the surpassing privileges of life. Nowhere is this more 
apparent than in the activities of members of any 
typical Unitarian Universalist church or fellowship. 
Dr. Ellsworth Huntington of Yale, who made a study 
of the names in Who's Who in America. wrote : 
"The productivity of the Unitarians in supplying 
leaders of the first rank has been 150 times as great 
as that of the remainder of the population ." 

Our aim, obviously, is not to compile comparative 
statistics of leadership, but to reflect our religious 
convictions in dynamic contributions to a better life and 
a better world . We note with humility and gratitude 
that we have no exclusive claim to social concern 
and service . We try increasingly to face our weak
nesses and shortcomings with candor. For example, 
our churches-whether North or South-are open 
without prejudice to people of all races . Yet, we are 
still overwhelmingly a "white" denomination . We 
make progress toward racially-integrated congre
gations, but that progress is not as rapid as we wish . 
The important fact is that people of all racial , national 
and religious backgrounds are cordially welcome in 
our churches, and we hope that the day is dawning 
when our congregations will be truly representative 
of our population as a whole. 

PART FIVE 

Some of the Hows and Whens of 
Unitarian Universalist History 

To find the roots of our religion it is necessary to go 
all the way back to the prophets of ancient Israel and 
the Socratic tradition of Athens. Modern liberal 
religion heartily acknowledges its debt to these founts 
of reverence for the dignity of man and the primacy 
of ethics in religion . 

The Christian origins of our movement are an
chored in the moral teachings of Jesus , as exemplified 
in tl.e Beatitudes and the Sermon On The Mount. 
Early Christianity was neither Trinitarian nor Unitarian. 
For nearly three centuries after Jesus' death , no 
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specific doctrine of ii 1is type was enforced as part of 
an official Christian creed . When doctrinal contro
versies became too stormy and violent, the Roman 
Emperor, Constantine , summoned church leaders to 
a council where, in 325 A.D .-almost 300 years 
after the death of Jesus-the Nicene Creed was 
voted into existence . The divinity of Jesus thus 
became the official orthodoxy of the Christian 
religion . The Nicene formula declared by a divided 
vote that Jesus was of the same essential substance as 
God . 

A half-century later, at another gathering of church 
leaders-the General Council of Constantinople
the assembled dignitaries added the Holy Spirit to 
their formula , thus completing the Trinity. This was 
the very human manner in which the Trinitarian 
dogma of "Father, Son and Holy Spirit" came into 
existence . From the beginning there were sincere and 
thoughful Christians who felt that the essential 
message of Jesus was being drowned in a sea of 
metaphysics , but it became quickly apparent that 
those who could not conscientiously accept the 
Trinitarian position were to be expelled , condemned 
and perhaps martyred , as heretics. Nevertheless, a 
spirit of independent thought and belief continued to 
flicker through the centuries. 

The ferment of the Protestant Reformation fur
nished adventurous opportunities for leaders of a 
more liberal mind. Some began to question the 
Trinity, and to call for less rigid religious conceptions 
and practices. Their cause was immortalized by the·:
shameful burning of Michael Servetus in Switzerland 
on the order of John Calvin . Servetus' crime was 
the writing of a book entitled On the Errors of the 
Trinity , in which he argued that the Trinity was a 
grotesque and distracting addition to the true 
Christian life . Servetus was burned and many others 
were tortured and slain for expressing personal 
convictions in opposition to the official orthodoxies, 
but ideas that could not be suppressed were in the 
air. In Italy, Switzerland , Hungary, Poland , Holland 
and England , spokesmen for a liberalized Christianity 
appeared in ever-increasing numbers. Ministers and 
entire congregations began to secede from orthodox 
ranks in rebellion against theological dogmatism. • 

In 1568, the only Unitarian king in history, John 
Sigismund of Transylvania , issued the Western 
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World's first edict of religious freedom . In Koloszvar, a 
small Transylvania town, is to be found the world's 
oldest Unitarian congregation . It left the ranks of 
orthodoxy in 1568 to follow the leadership of the 
brilliant reformer, Francis David . By 1600 there were 
more than 400 such Unitarian congregations in the 
surrounding area . 

Later , in England, the cause of liberal religion was 
advanced by the powerful advocacy of such men as 
John Milton , Isaac Newton and John Locke . With 
footings established in spite of constant persecution, 
the Unitarian religion began to assume organizational 
form . Journals , schools and new churcnes appeared 
wherever the fierce objections of orthodox authorities 
could be overcome. In Poland , orthodox reaction was 
violent enough to exterminate the strong liberal move
ment and its members. 

Early in the 18th century, liberal thought began to 
find expression in American pulpits. 

During the last half of the 18th century, a few 
isolated religious spokesmen in England and America 
began to preach the doctrine that it was unthinkable 
for God , as a loving Father, to damn any of his 
children everlastingly to hell. The Nicene Creed must 
then be in error. In the 1740's these heretical notions 
were preached in Pennsylvania by Dr. George de 
Benneville . In the 60's similar ideas brought about 
excommunication from Methodism of John Murray. 
These men were Universalists, and proclaimed the 
final harmony of the human soul with God . Murray in 
1770 helped to found the Universalist Church of 
America . 

The Calvinist majority in the colonies was disturbed 
by this wandering from sound doctrine. There was 
immediate denunciation of the Universalists as an 
irresponsible lot bent on encouraging a life of reckless 
wickedness , counting on escaping the tortures of hell. 
Standing against the orthodox majority , Universalists 
stressed the ethical nature of God . 

In 1800 a man of outstanding preaching ability 
appeared on the New England scene, a courageous, 
persuasive and scholarly Universalist preacher named 
Hosea Ballou. In 1803 the Universalists adopted the 
Winchester Profession , which became the standard 
expression of Universalist views, emphasizing the Uni
versal Fatherhood of God and the example and 
leadership of Jesus , and coined the phrase "salvation 
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by character." 
The first churches in America to assume the 

Unitarian name were founded by Dr. Joseph Priestley 
in Northumberland, Pennsylvania (1794) , and in Phila
delphia (1796). Though known to history as the 
discoverer of oxygen and as one of the most cele
brated of English scientists , Dr. Priestley was by 
profession a Unitarian clergyman. The orthodox 
fanatics who burned his famous laboratory in Birming
ham, England, not only deprived their country of a 
brilliant scientific pioneer, but also deprived Birming
ham Unitarians of a beloved minister . 

Priestley came to the New World to seek a religious 
atmosphere less contaminated by orthodox bigotry . 
His arrival in America was a catalyst. Intellectual 
and moral revolt against orthodox doctrines was 
sweeping across the eastern seaboard . Churches of 
many denominations were caught up in the desire to 
re-examine their theological beliefs and backgrounds. 
Boston's historic King's Chapel, which had been the 
first Episcopal church in New England, led the way . 
The congregation called a minister of Unitarian per
suasion and revised its book of Common Prayer to 
eliminate all objectionable Trinitarian references . 

In 1802, the oldest Pilgrim church , founded at Ply
mouth in 1620, became Unitarian by congregational 
vote . This pattern was repeated in over 100 cities 
and towns. 

Meanwhile there had arisen in Boston a Unitarian 
leader of eloquence and force of personality: Dr. 
William Ellery Channing, under whose inspiration the ~~~ 
American Unitarian Association was founded on May 
25, 1825. By coincidence, the British Unitarian Asso
ciation was officially organized on the same day. In 
each country the scattered , independent liberal 
congregations thus pooled their strengths in a formal , 
cooperative way, and their futures were assured. 

In the early days there was little enthusiasm for 
close ties between the two groups. This pained 
Ballou , who wrote eloquently of the affinity of the two 
groups, recalling their common aspirations and frus
trations, and calling for intellectual and spiritual unity . 
During the next century the two groups grew in
creasingly aware of one another, and on more than a 
dozen occasions resolutions were passed calling,for 
union . Finally in 1947 a joint commisson was estab
lished to lay the groundwork for Federal Union, and 
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by 1951 it was ready to present a recommendation for 
immediate union in the fields of religious education , 
publications and public relations , with a gradual trend 
toward complete merger, which was effected in 
Boston in May , 1960; total consolidation was 
completed in May , 1961. 

CHRISTIAN OR MORE THAN CHRISTIAN? 
Frequently discussed in our circles is the question of 

whether the free faith has grown beyond Judeo
Christianity and become something more universal. 

The basic philosophy of Unitarian Universalist 
churches and fellowships is reflected in the following 
corporate purposes: 

(a) Support the free and disciplined search for truth 
as the foundation of religious fellowship ; 

(b) Cherish and spread the universal truths taught by 
the great prophets and teachers of humanity in 
every age and tradition , immemorially summa-
rized in the Judea-Christian heritage as love to 
God and love to humankind . 

(c) Affirm , defend , and promote the supreme worth 
and dignity of every human personality , and the 
use of the democratic method in human relation
ships. 

(d) Implement the vision of one world by striving for 
a world community founded on ideals of brother
hood , justice , and peace ; 

(e) Serve the needs of member societies; 
(f) Organize new churches and fellowships and 

otherwise extend and strengthen liberal religion ; 
(g) Encourage cooperation among people of good 

will in every land. 

PART SIX 

Facing a New Age 
Though it takes a special kind of courage and concern 
to depart from the accepted ways of orthodoxy, our 
growth has been encouraging . 

Organized groups are now to be found in over 
1000 cities and towns from ocean to ocean , from 
Alaska to Panama. 
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One of the most significant of our extension 
programs has been the development of Fellowships
lay-led groups organized in communities where no 
previous liberal religious group existed . Each year 
some of these Fellowships achieve full church status. 

For the more isolated there is the Church of the 
Larger Fellowship with a headquarters and minister in 
Boston . Its membership extends through 40 countries. 

We have been notably unenthusiastic about prose
lytizing, but a new zeal for "telling our story" has 
blossomed among us. Radio and television are 
increasingly used for presenting the liberal point of 
view on religious and public issues. 

Any form of pressure to join a church is repugnant 
to us , but response to our informational efforts 
indicates that there are hundreds of thousands of 
potential Unitarian Universalists who are not in our 
churches because they do not yet know that such a 
church exists . 

Our new members repeatedly tell us of their 
intense regret at having gone so many years without 
discovering our church . "We simply did not know 
that such a church existed , and no one bothered to 
tell us ," they say. We now sense our obligation to 
spread as widely as possible a knowledge of our 
history , our aims, our principles and the basis of our 
church life. More than ever before, the time is ripe for 
bringing together all who desire to advance the cause 
of freedom and human community through liberal 
religion. 

Exciting new ideas, the experimental spirit, and ·:: 
wise planning and action have combined in recent 
years to give the profound traditions fresh relevance to 
the religious needs of our time . 

Our present strength and future promise promote 
confidence that our era of greatest usefulness and 
effectiveness is dawning. Dr. Frederick May· Eliot 
wrote : "The only really serious possibility of failure to 
meet the apparent opportunity now facing Unitarian
ism lies in the very center of its own spiritual life ; and, 
if the history of the movement may be taken as indi
cating the probabilities for the future , there is not likely 
to be failure here . What I have in mind is that recur
ring infusion of new spiritual sensitiveness and insight 
which has characterized the movement from .,the 
beginning . . .. " 
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PARTSEVEN 

The You in Unitarian Universalist 
Religion 

This pamphlet ends with the spotlight on you, the 
reader. What you have read is an elementary intro
duction to our religion, but it is enough to express 
the following: "This is our church; open to all, seeking 
to unite people of goodwill and free mind in a larger, 
spiritual fellowship." The ultimate test of a religious 
movement is association with the people who give it 
form, warmth and vitality. 

Through nearly two centuries in America Unitarian 
and Universalist churches have commanded the 
loyalty of conscientious, progressive, enlightened men 
and women. No church can claim a more substantial 
relationship to the great human heritage of freedom. 

Our traditions are inspiring. Our influence is large. 
Our spirit is dynamic. But best of all our religion has 
something vital and unique to say to the needs of 
modern life. Our debt to those who have loved and 
served freedom in the past is very great, but our obli
gation to speak to the present and future is even 
greater. 

For unnumbered people in our complex society, 
the Unitarian Universalist church can be the very 
center of spiritual warmth and ethical inspiration that 
they have long been seeking. You may be such a 
person. Now that we have been introduced, we hope 
that you will accept our invitation to know us better. 

Visit a Sunday service and coffee hour. Bring your 
children to one of our church schools. Make an ap
pointment to talk over your questions with one of our 
ministers. You will find them eager to see you, but 
you need never fear that they will attempt to put pres
sure on you. 

Try us at your own pace and in your own way. We 
have no shackles to press upon you; nothing but a 
desire to share the freedom, satisfaction and stimu
lation we find in our religion. 

For those who, like us, cannot accept dogmatism 
and creedalism as the basis of their religious life, and 
who yearn for a religious expression stressing 
reason , character and service , Unitarian Universalism 
is a1i open door to fellowship-a welcome release 
from spiritual isolation. 
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We invite you to discover the place for you in the 
Unitarian Universalist church . 

(Jack Mendelsohn is the author of Why I Am A 
Unitarian Universalist, God, Allah and Ju-Ju, The 
Forest Calls Back (Dr. Binder in Peru), The Martyrs 
(16 who gave their lives for racial justice) , and 
Channing, The Reluctant Radical. 

For Further Reading 
FROM BEACON PRESS 

Adams. James Luther On Being Human Religiously. (hardcover) 
$9.95 (paper) $4.95 

Bartlett , Laile E. The Vanishing Parson . (hardcover) $7 .50 
Cassara Ernst Universalism In America. (hardcover) $10.00 
Cutler, Donald R . (ed) Updating Life and Death. (paper) $3.45 
Cutler. Donald R. (ed) The Religious Situation: 1969. (hard-

cover) $15.00 
Cutler, Donald R. (ed) The Religious Situation: 1968. (hard-

cover) $15.00 
Greeley , Dana McLean 25 Beacon Street and Other Recollec

tions. (hardcover) Sl0.00 
Helfaer, Philip M . The Psychology of Religious Doubt. (hard

cover) $9.95 (paperback) $3.95 
Howlett Duncan The Fourth American Faith . (paper) Sl.95 
Kring, Walter Donald Liberals Among the Orthodox, Unitarian 

Beginnings in New York City 1819-1839. (hardcover) $12.50 
Lynn , Edwin Charles Tired Dragons: Adapting Church Archi

tecture to Changing Needs. (hardcover) $12.50 
Mazmanian , Arthur The Structure of Praise. (hardcover) $19.95 
Mendelsohn , Jack Why I Am A Unitarian Universalist. (paper

back) $2.95 
Parke , David B. (ed) The Epic of Unitarianism. (paper) Sl.95 
Patt~n. Kenneth L. Services and Songs For The Celebration of 

Life. (hardcover) $6.00 
Patton , Kenneth L. This World, My Home. (hau:lcover) $5.95 
Richardson . Herbert W (ed) and Cutler. Donald R. (ed) Trans

cendence. (hardcover) $7.50 (paperback) $2.95 
Seaburg, Carl (ed) Great Occasions . (hardcover) $10.00 
Stackhouse. Max L. Ethics and the Urban Ethos. (hardcover) 

$7.95 (paperback) $3.45 
Stackhouse , Max L. The Ethics of Necropolis. (hardcover) 

$6.00 (paperback) S2.95 
Wright , Conrad The Liberal Christians. (hardcover) $7.50 
Wright. Conrad (ed.) A Stream ofUght. (paper) $3.50 
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tlr. Horman Schlosberg 
2~246 Vic~ory Boulevard 
to c1a11d Hill, CA. 91367 

Dear ~r. Schlosberg: 

June 2, 1980 

Thank vou for _your le ter of ,1a.1 25. It w· s goo-' of you to 
h~r. yo .r U,oug!its , • • n me. 

·1,tereste' i, k 0\1·nc '--t in uece .. 1b .r, 197L, I 
m~de i 1 on Outre:ch to ~he Board f Trustees of the 
Uni 1, of A • a "' Co ,gr i . rly proposal, which 
H s op:_ g numte te h rogi•a ~. i clid -
i ng tre •rcr res .. c:in i .teres ·~ in know-
., fJ re a J ~ t ; p e ~ ~ , u s \·-le 1 l ;;. s o u t r e a c h 
to t~1e r o: b. s i d tr s a11 ·o i n-:ermarrled 
coup1 .. . . f a t ave orga,ii zed a 
Task Force w Re· nd activities grow with 
each p.ssing day. 

F o r y o u r i n t e res t . e n c 1 o s e r . \d t h a co p y o f th e n a r c il , 1 q 7 9 
ed·id n of 1•0;•,E!H \hibb i, 1ud s .. 1y \J, p 1 er on t.i1is subject as 
well •S com~ nts lrom other . 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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i,:ay 25, 1980 

Union or American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 - 5th Avenue, 
New York,, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I respectfull.y suggest that we J"ews are missing 
an opportunity to increase our numbers by failing to 
exert maximum efrort by educating - or, ff you prefer -
proselytizing the great numbers of the unchurched~ 

There is currently a thirst for spiritual values 
in the land as well as the world. I personally know 
of many, both young and old, that no longer believe 
in the fundamentals or the Christian traditions. 

I am aware, of course, the argument that we should 
retain our own who are leaving the fold. However, as 
a matter of psychology, the non-J"ew may have more respect 
when they see. their J"ewi sh neighbor respect our beliefs 
while conversely the .Tew's a:p,athy would be aroused by 
the non-J"ews' interests in J"udiasm. 

Considering our articulateness, we are failing to 
deliver our message. My reading of history reveals· that 
conversion was part pf way of life until about the fourth 
century when Christianity passed repressive measures 
against J"ewish conversion movements. There is no prohibition 
in J"udiasm against proselytizing. 

In a recent survey, it seems that the Orientals (7lef) 
are not members of any established religion; the blacks, 
for other reasons, are also potential people who may be 
reached with the proper app:rroach. 

Your organization may avail i tse·lf of' the elec·trie 
media of the day and even if we do not make converts, 
we may develop understanding of J"udiasm and understanding 
creates friends - and we certainly need friends. 

Sincerely, Q 
__ </);1 ~ ~ ct_f_ ~ 

/Jerman Schlosberg 
22246 Victory Bl. 
Woodland Bil.Is 
Ca. 91367 



1r. Richard B. Wiggins 
877 Falmouth Street 
Thousand Oaks, CA . 91360 

Dea r r. Wi gg ins : 

r arch 11, 1980 

You are right, the non-partici pa tion of the rabbi in a mixed marriage would 
certainly represent something of a dilemma and yet it need not of necessity 
be interpreted as a rejection of the couple. Much depends on the manner in 
which this non-participation is explained. Most thoughtful non-Jews under
st nd that there are certain rites and rights of Juda ism wh ich can only be 
extended to those who are Jewish and t hey are willing to accept this pro
vided the explanation is given to them with patience and with care . 

In my experience as a rabbi I have never had difficulty in having others 
accept my position and I go out of my way -- by attending the weddi ng and 
speaki ng to t he coupl e both before and after the wedding - - to demonstrate 
t hat I do not rega rd their wedd ing as illegal and do not reject them per
sonally . ,oreoe er , you must remer1 er that the weddin is onl y limi ter. 
part in time w1 1ch in ludes a long relations hi p \'Jith the Jewish community 
which begins before the wedd ing and continues 1ing after t he cerernory. vhat 
I am seeking to address is this long- term relations ip. • 

With appreciation for your having shared your concerns with me and wi th 
kindest greetings , I a 1 

Si ncerely , 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 

'\ 
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Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

PATRICIA & RICHARD WIGGINS 
877 Falmouth Street 

Thousand Oaks, California 91360 
(805) 495-5055 

16 Adar, 5740 

4 March, 1980 

My wife and I attended the University of Judaism Forum at Mt. 
Sinai in Los Angeles where you were the principal speaker. It 
was in my opinion an informative and enjoyable evening up to 
disrespectful and disgusting commotion by the J . D.L. riff-raff. 

I congratulate you on your composure, that was better than I 
did, but to the point of this letter . 

During your talk two points were raised, among others, that have 
provided considerable discussion. First, that the Jewish 
community should make positive and overt actions to welcome the 
non-Jewish partner of a mixed marriage into the community. 
Second, that neither you nor any official Rabbinate board condone 
the participation of a Rabbi in the ceremony of a mixed marriage . 
This seems to me to present a dilemma and I would appreciate your 
answer or thoughts on it. 

It would seem that if a mixed couple approached a Rabbi to perform 
the marriage and are refused this will constitute a rebuff of the 
highest order from the Jewish community. Certainly this feeling 
will be intensified when a Protestant Minister leaps at the 
opportunity, and perhaps even a Priest - if a written agreement 
is given to raise the children Catholic . 

However, I understand that Judaism as a religious tenent does 
not become a party to the officiating of such a union . 

How do you convince a couple that, no, you won 1 t and can ' t perform 
the blessing of the marriage, but that when they are married they 
are both welcome to the join the Jewish community? 

RBW/pjw 
Rabbi Alexander Schlindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y . 10021 



Rabbi A11en I. Freehling 
University Syna~~gue 
11960 Sunset Bo~1evard 
Los Angeles, CA. 90049 

Dear Allen: 

February 12, 1980 

I 
It was thoughtful of you to share 

\ 
with me a copy of your forthcoming temple bulletin column. 

I read it with great interest and appreciate your having 

ca11id it to my attention. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

r 

1 



University Synagogue 
A Reform Congregation 

11960Sunset Boulevard • Los Angeles, California 90049 • 472-1255 • 272-3650 

February 1, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

From the Rabbi's Study 

In anticipation of our March bulletin that soon goes to 
the printer's for typesetting and duplication, I wrote a 
monthly column which might be of interest to you. I'm 
enclosing a copy of the text. 

It comes to you with warmest best wishes . 

. Freehling, Ph.D. 

c.c. with Encl.! Rabbi Erwin Herman 

AIF:jh 



TORCH - March 

From the Rabbi's Study 

"Turning The Other Cheek? - That's Not Our Style!" 

We Reform Jews are the target of some bitter attacks. Under the circumstances, 

I think that we have been more tolerant than is necessary. 

While it may be part of the "Christian ethic" for a pe rson to turn the other 

cheek when struck, I know few people who are inclined to be that passive. And, 

this certainly isn't what Judaism teaches us to do. 

Sadly, the attacks that prompt this column have been launched not by some external 

forces; instead, they have come from within the Jewish cormnunity. Perhaps, we have 

absorbed the blows so as to maintain peace within the Household of Israel. But, as 

far as I'm concerned, "dayanu" (translation: "enough already"). 

Recently, Rabbi Alexander Schindler, the president of the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations, made two proposals that are urged upon us by reality and good 

sense. In Houston, he suggested that we reach out to the "unchurched'·' letting non

Jews know that when they are seeking a satisfying religious identity Judaism is open 
I 

to their scrutiny, that we welcome them with a warm embrace should they choose to 

become part of our peoplehood. 

From the time of our Biblical prophets, we have been mandated to tell the ~orld 

about God, to urge one and all to live their lives under His influence . While we 

may not be out on the streets in an attempt to proselyte, it's not for us to shut 

our doors in the face of those who elect to be with us. 

Yet, the Orthodox community jumped all over Rabbi Schindler. It was as if he 

were attempting to radicalize Judaism, to do something altogether new and different. 

He was bitterly attacked in a way that his tormentors' distain for non-Jews and Reform 

Jews coalesced in a most obscene manner. 
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By and large, Reform Jewry remains silent! 

In Toronto, Dr. Schindler suggested that since we Liberal Jews do not abide by 

halacha ("Jewish law" is not considered by us to be binding but merely to be the 

subject of discussion as we make decisions that affect our life style) it is time 

for us to break with custom regarding the religious identity of a child. Traditionally, 

it is predicated on the religion of the mother (for practical reasons - we always 

know who she is). Since there are mixed marriages in which the husband is Jewish and 

his childrer. are roised as Jews, that should be a sufficient justification _for us 

to regard his sons and daughters as co-religionists if they ask that of us. 

Again, the roof has fallen upon Rabbi Schindler in a broadside attack launched 

by our Orthodox brothers. Particularly offensive is the well publicized position 

enunciated by Rabbi Maurice Lamm. Similar to his counterparts in Israel, he now 

insists on officiating at a marriage only when the Jewish identity of both the bride 

and groom are "certified." This means that if a child from a Reform home calls upon 

him to be the officiant at his marriage, or a person who has converted to Judaism 

under the supervision of a Reform rabbi asks him to officiate at a wedding, those 

people are liable to be turned away because in someone's judgment their authenticity 

as Jews is in doubt. 

By and large, Reform Jewry remains silent! 

Inasmuch as we are attacked and since we do not turn our cheek only to be slapped 

again, I suggest that we end our silence. As one individual in the Jewish community, 

I shall no longer attempt to hide my concern in the name of unity. Rather, in 

public and in private, I shall tell those outspoken Orthodox attackers that they have 

no authority over me and my kind. They are in no position to question our validity 

as Jews; they are invading our privacy and attempting · to take away our integrity. 

These things they may not do! 

Also, they have no right to pose as being "mere Jewish," "more observant," 
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"more genuine" than are we. In fact, by their words and by their deeds they prove 

themselves to be less sensitive, less humane, less the true children of Israel than 

we are. Their lack of lovingkindness is ever-present! 

Silent no longer, let us remain true to ourselves and true to our interpretation 

of Judaism by offering a rebuttal to anyone who attacks us and shows hostility to 

our approach to Jewish life. 

As we learn in the Talmud: "It is a duty to speak out regardless whether the 

rer:-oof is likely to be heeded or to be ignored." 

Rabbi Allen I. Freehling 



Nove her ?., 1979 

Mrs. Jennie Abrams 
5319 24t N. E. #203 
S. ttl -• WA. 9 105 

Dea Mrs. Abrams: 

:Many thanks for your letter of October 28. 
share ye··-= tnour.;hts and concerns with m . 
your omm nts. 

I appreciate your having 
I was deep ly t ouched by 

One of the a r-en a i t et s of the e fon'l •f ve1:1en t is t . rnat t f.:r of d ter
rninati n of Jewish li eage. J. ere ar m ny who agre ha this s h o ld 
ot be determined throu9;h t e mate rnal li e l one an~l a , ·u y i now 

h ing rnH e as to the ossioility of a cha ge to nc uc1e the pate rnal 
line . 

Our Task 'orce on Reform Jewis1 Outreach is now functioning, thy 
m - i ! e, or , j ust las t weeL They i' e 1/la ·i ng au in erim 
report t o our Ili •nnial in ·oronto, December 7-·ll , 1979 . n.e of t e 
matters un er con idera tlon is tl\:! opc1i n r of i nforma ion centers . I 
hav shored y ur e t te with Rabbi Sar ford S ltze , <.'li r ector o f d ie ask 
Force , is appr is d of yo·r encouraeem~1t n<l i n erest. 

With repeated thanks for your candid sharing of concerns and with every 
good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,. 

Rabbi -Alexander Schindler 
c/o UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Oatober 28, 1979 

A year ago, approximately, Albert Vorspan sent me a copy of 
your address at a biennial conference concerning the issue of 
converts and the matter of mixed marriages. These comments 
and observations of yours have stimulated a great deal of dis
cussion at Be]ih Am, where I am a member. It is about this 
matter that I am writing you. 

First, let me say that I am a Jew by choice and by design. 
My father, as pro-Jewish as one could hope to find, raised in 
Brooklyn, indoctrinated me early with Jewishness: all his 
friends were Jewish. My father, Benard Lawson Paulsen, was 
not, or if he was, he never admitted it. Yet he raised me to 
be a Jew. Now I have found out, that my father, who claimed 
to be ofportugese, French and Danish descent~ may have been 
part Jewish afterall. The name Benard, and my father was em
phatic about its pronounciation and spelling ~ is a family name. 
My father, my father's father and my son bear this name un
changed. It appears to have been the name of my father''S fa
ther• s mother's maiden name. Yet because lineage is not traced 
thr_ough the father• s side, I have not been able to claim my
self Jewish by birth, although obviously I have enough in me 
to meet Nazi standards. Hence, I would like to encourage you 
to press for counting one•self as - a Jew through both the 
mother and father. 

/ 
Furthe£i I would like to encourage you to open, or advocate 
the opening of, information centers, since synagogues, shuls 
and temples are places which are forbidding to non-Jews. I know 
I would have become an observant Jew much long ago, if I had 
known where to turno As it was, I waited until the Yorn Kippur 
War to declare my allegience, obviously much later than was heal
thy. I would have raised my children as Jews, a sorrow that re
mains with me, for though I opposed having the children raised 
as Christians for the very same reasons and in the very same way 
my father taught me, I still did not have the necessary Jewish 
connection. Now I have a grandson, with an ominous name, of a 
daughter who has married a Catholic, and who threatnes to raise 
this child, this grandson of mine to be a Catholic priest, and 
who sneers at Jews, adding yet another J,¥ound to a heart already 
broken. Please, let us have no more miseries by not assembling 
the people, even the strangers in the city, to know and love the 
Torah. 

5319 24th N.E. #203 
Seattle, Washington 98105 . 

Sincerely, 

~~ ~ftlf;vO 
~'ki e Abrams 



Dearest Rabbi Schindler, October 22, 1979 

I wanted to write and thank you personally for the time 
you took to answer my letter, and the trouble you went to, see
ing that it reached someone who could be of assistance to me. 

I hope to be in touch with Rabbi Herman by the middle of 
this week, and, perhaps meet with him toward the end of next 
week. I spend most of my weekends in Beverly Hills, and so it 
would be an ideal way to spend a few of them; something very 
exciting to look forward to! 

I also wanted to thank you for the "Presidential Address" 
that you sent along with your letter . I must say, I was quite 
fascinated by it, as I have been somewhat " victimized" by my 
own interest in entering the Faith, and I could relate to it in 
many, many ways. My fondest dream would be to one day be an 
intrinsic part of such a program as you have proposed, as I 
know all too well the problems and obstacles involved in con
version and intermarriage, firsthand! 

A very close friend of mine is attending one of the Hebrew 
Universities in New York (he is studying to be a doctor), and 
I hope to be visiting him during the Easter vacation. By then 
I am certain that I will have some interesting stories to teil, 
and I wo~ld most definitely be honored to meet you and share 
some of my experiences. 

Again, Thank You, your kind words brought me much warmth 
and new Hope. 

Most Sincerely, 

. l&L/ 
* Oh, my! Another aomena! As I close this letter, the Muzak 
in my office plays "Sunrise, Sunset", it is almost too bizarre, 
I kid you not! 

• 



Ms. Dori M. Barnes 
8 Ima Loa Court 
Newport Beach, CA . 92663 

Dear Ms. Barnes: 

October 16, 1979 

Your letter of September 27 to The Jewish Agency has been for
warded to me for response. I was deeply touched by your comments 
on your pe rsonal situation. It is my fond hope our organization 
can be of assistance to you. 

Th e UAHC has an Outreach Program and the enclosed address which 
I delivered to the UAHC Board of Trustees will give you an idea 
es to its thrust. We have active Introduction to Judaism pro-
grams in many centers throughout the country and the Los Angeles 
program is particularly active . I a m therefore taking the liberty 
o f sharing you letter with the director of our UAHC Pacific South
west Council Rabbi F.rwin L. Herman , so he will be apprise d of your 
desire to learn more about the Jewish faith and the Jewish people. 
I believe it wou l d be most helpful f or you to chat with him ow one 
of our lay people active in the program. His office is located at 
1 3107 Ventura Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA. 91604 and the tele
phone number is 213-172-3550. I am confident your call will be 
we lcomed with sensitivity and understanding. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerejy, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
cc: Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 

• 
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WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

515 PARK AVENUE , NEW YORK, N . Y. 10022 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

October 10, 1979 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter I recently 
received from a young lady named Dori. M. Barnes. 
Perhaps there is some way in which you can assist 
Ms. Barnes. 

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly apprec
iated. 

MW:cjm 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

kM 
f Personnel 

Cable Address: JEVAGENCY 
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The J2wish Agency 

Slj Park Avenue 

New Yo r k, N.Y . 10022 

Dear Sirs ; 

Septembe r 27, 1979 

I 90 not quite know where to begin . I a.I[\ a twenty-year-:. 

old female , curren tly in college , studying Sociplogy · .in d·:·_ 

_S9cial · Ecology , near my home in Newport Beach , _. <;~li!or'lj.-a,-

• 

. • 
• • . . . :_ ... = r: '" ~-. . .. . 

I am certain everyone h.3S a long story to . ~ell . ·_ ·,. :r·· wfif~·, _-

rnake _ mine as brief as possible : 

. .. 

•• I was born an d raised i n California·( mos~ ly arQun d the· -~ • ·: 

Lq~ An g el~s ar~a . ,-1y Father was_ a Ca_t00).1;~ ?.~ ~ -'I Y-7a ~ . _:. :_ 

. rep se d as · on e~ a long with my four brothers· ~ . . My"-· .Mqther~_ • -· : • 

l 

. . . 

h_a d a sketchy re ligious back.grow1d , 9- S she wa s· tosse"q · - - , 

arou~ d from parent to parent for the better · p~~f of'~er 

growing up years_, an d ha d very littl~ guidance> • 

. 
. 

~ 
. 

Around the age of eight or nine , I . oec2.me aw9 re of how . . ' 

stale an d unfulfilling my religiou s lif~ was . I bec<3:me. 

restless _and obsesse d with questions ari d para~oie~ , ye~· 

a ll th~ · _time b~lievein g there was " something o u.t th~r~•' ; 

a s I do to th is day. Arow1 d th is s~71e time , . I becaJl}~ , 

almos t as obsessed with Jewish people , and many things 

about the m , all for no apparen t reason , iince 1 · ha~ n~ve r 

corne in ~ontact with them , an d knew literally nothing 

abou t J udaism. By the age of e l even , I had all but cease d 

going to Church , perhaps even being' a Catholic ~ • 

Around the age of twelve ~ my "Jewish Obse.ssion'' d'..;,indle d , 

b _ut kept to the back of my min d . The n , in rny l ater y ears 

of high school , it crept back to th e surface . Havin g . 

been exp6se d to the medi a , ·I was aware 9f . the stereotypical 

Russian J e wish Immigrant , an d took on the ·hc:i.bit . of add1;e s- " 

sin g my _ fami ly in this accen t a t all times . I~ was infec

tipus , and 9Ctually became a par t of my family , yet we all 

lool<.e d upon it as some sort of game . .. I graduated h.i,gh 

school ~ w1 d this behaviour had a ll but disappeared once 

aga in . 

Now , fo r cne past three an d a half y ears , I have worke d 

part time , an d gone t o schoo l part time . . Over the pas t 

y ear , my hw1ger for education has gr~atly increased; an d 

I have trie d gradually to concentrate on a full-time 

schedule , alth ough , financ ially , it is quite diffi cu lt . 

L 
J. 

j 
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In any case, for the past year now, the Jewish thing has 

returned, full-force, an d to such a degree that it is 

hard for me to live a normal life . I am never without 

1 I 

a book by a Jew, about a Jew, or abou t Judaism. I ea t 

Jewish, sl eep and dream Jewish, an d, largely by chance, 

have come to find that all of the people I now share my 

lifeJ'have turned out to be Jewish ... Need less to _say7 

most people have thought me to be rather bizarre; bqt _ . 

that's okay. My family simpl y hmnored me ·all ?long, yet· · 

figured there must have been some underlying reason . _·. T~EK : _ 

. 
. 

Abo ut three weeks ago; I went on a vacation wi _th my mother , • 

to Arizona, to visit her mothe r. Seemingly oQt of . th~- · 

blue, my Grandmother began discussing her will; , and what. 

she was to leave me , her ma jor concern being a family 

heirloom, a gold locket (watch) on a long chain~ Stie .. 

brought it out to show it to me, an d I opened it up~ On 

the inside there was a n inscription; "To Emma, with Love, 

Harry , 1887". I had nev~r in my life heard .of· t~ei,ie· -R~?ie· _,(: 

I have always been very close to my Grandmothe) ·! ·but never . • • 

in my life have I seen, or heard about , anyone· in her. ·· 

family, except her . She proceeded to infer~ me· tha~, -_ . 

Emma and1 Harry were married, cU1d that they were both _ Jev;ish _. • 

living all their -lives in Germany.· They had a daughter; • • • 

Harriet , who , in turn , had a aaughter , ·my Granq.mother., _ • 

who had my mothe r. Knowing that the descent is through· 

the - maternal line, I aske d if a ny of them had copverted, 

they had not. I still have no idea why I was never in-

formed of this before, an d my mother could not have told 

me, as it was th e first she had heard of it. In an y c2se, 

I was utterly shocked, and at the same time, ecstatic. 

It was all so odd , I cannot describe · the feelin~s ·r ha~e 

had for these past weeks, but I cannot help feeling th3t 

it mus t have been pre-destined ... ~ut why so long??? 

Now, I desperately want t o make up for lost time, a~ d fin d 

out all of the many things I need to know . I feel · I have 

been cheated, an d I want to know my ancestry, .my -peop_e, 

from the ground up. Perhaps I am not TECHNICALLY Je·w.: sh , 

but I feel Jewish, in many ways, I aiways have .· 

And so , I am asking for your help . I do .not know where to 

begin, who to talk to . Is there any sor t of scholarship 

for a person like myself, here , in the U.S., or over in 

a place such as Jerusalem, which is my i~eal. - There just 

isn't a way that I could afford it on my owm, and I ~eel 

that every day that goes by is another day wasted . ~y 

Grade point averag e is around 3.6, an d I would be mos t 

happy to send a copy of my transcripts to whoever migh t 

be intereste d. If you cannot be of assistance, plea~e 

forward this l ette r to 50~~Q:ne~ wbou !?C!? s.it.) lY-::C'2'l.1l_1~h ~ .!" 

re~e~:me • to~ somebne els~~ ~Ifi~o thia9~~ls;~l~ ~eP~¥ ~wbu} d 

b~ _g~eat1~~appre ciated . • 
• • 

}fi2~~ \/' l • •• . 

Do~~ /l 
. /} 
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DORI 14. BARNES 
• 8 IM.A LOA COURT 

NEWPORT BEACH, CA. 92663 

THE JEWISH AGENCY 
515 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YOfil5_, N.Y. 10022 
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Mrs . Joe axt 
6935 Fo restg ld e Circle 
Dallas) Texas 75230 

Dear Mrs . Baxt: 

September 24, 1979 

Thank you for yo ur letter foll et'l ing rri.Y appearance n the Phil 
Donahue Show. I appreciate your writing . 

Y~u make a very valid point. Unfortuna tely, during interviews 
on TV and radio it's n t always ossi bl e to say 11 one wants 
to say. You are so right, our y agogue doo rs are open to all who wi~ tbb attend Shah at an /or we 0 k-day services . It is 
unfort1J11ate that so ma ny peop l e cannot comprehend the need to 
support the synagogue and i t s programs. 

With best wishes to you a d yours for the ew Year, I am 

Si ncerely, 

\· 

I 
\ 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



... MRS. JOE BAXT. 6935 FORESTGLADE CIRCLE • DALLAS, TEXAS 75230 
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From Arizona 

Although brought up as a Protestant, I became "unchurched" years 
ago. After a series of bad experiences with the church, and 
even though I lost my faith in religion, I didn't lose my faith 
in God. In these eight years I have tried to go back into the 
church but each time they have been all unsuccessful. I'm 22 
years old now and feel a need for some kind of religious affiliation. 
Over the years I've prayed, meditated and don e almost anything I 
could to find out what would be the best thing for me to do. It is 
because of this that I found out that the only way that I could 
receive spiritual fulfillment was by converting to Judaism that is 
why I am writing to you. I am hoping that you could help me . I 
had some exposure to the Jewish faith and what I know of i ~ I can 
truly endorse. What are the mechanics of converting, how can I go 
about learning more about the Jewish faith so that I can make an 
intelligent decision. If I would convert I could only do so, if 
I feel that it would be truly honest as far as my feelings, my life 
experiences go, I could not do it for sol"- the sake of family, unity, 
we have two children. iT 

A woman who sign s h er name and then indicates that she i ~ WAs f+ 

Even though it comes too late in life for me, always admiring of 
the works and aspirations of Jewish persons and groups, in social, 
personal, and so many other areas - all the beautiful music that 
has so enriched my life - I'm happy to see this move to turn the 
tide from the exclusiveness, arisen from cause, but depriving Jews 
and the rest of us the benefits that might be realized in 
acceptance of the worth of Judaism. 



From Mon t a._n a 

I know that it ~ s possible to be a ch ild o f God and to lead 
the good life without ever being a "member" of the organized 
religious groups. Every man has that capability. But I also 
have other needs. I need the affirming experience of praising 
God in company with y fellows. I need to do some act of 
commitment, some symb lie things, some ritual if you will. I 
can be a Jew only in m heart but I want also to be a Jew in 
a congregation. I want o become Jew, in some formal way . I am 
already a Jew in my soul. 



From New York 

The summary of my Jewish background is brief. I converted to 
Judaism over two years ago. I'm an active congregant at my 
temple where I serve on the Board of Trustees. After taking 
the conversion course at UAHC I became very interested in Hebrew 
and continued to study on my own at temple and college. I also 
spent a month in Israel study at ulpon. It is my hope to live 
in Israel for a year sometime in the not-too-distant future and 
to improve my Hebrew to a point where I can write a childrens 
book in that language. I grew up in a religious environment, 
being the son of a Protestant minister. I was very active in 
religious education and youth groups in that setting. 



From a small town in New Mexico 

I was born of a Je wish lady , illegitimate. Later she married 
a non-Jew. As I gr o w older I feel lost not having the customs, 
traditions, history and beliefs which I should have been taught 
nor the unity of the Jewish communi ti es. Here there is no Jewish 
community. I am writing to ask where is the nearest community 
and what books shall my wife and I study toward Judaism. Can 
we receive instructions by mail? 



Minneapolis 

Little over a year ago, I wrote to you about my interest and 
desire to learn more about Judaism. I appreciated your kind 
response in encouragement that I seek out others who might 
assist me. In August I relocated from Michigan to live and 
work here in Minneapolis. I have been regularly attending 
Temple Israel with Rabbi Max Shapiro. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the temple and I'm very much looking foreard to 
learning more and becoming a part of this fine congregation. 



From a Bar-Mitzvah speech of a Jew-by - Choice 

What has brought to this very special day, what has inspired me 
motivated me to become a son of a the commendmant which Bar-Mitzvah 
means in the Hebrew language? It was my study of the Hebrew 
language. It was my search for roots thro ugh Abraham through the 
little Hebrew children, through Noah, through Adam and Eve, it was 
my search through God. From early childhood and possible from 
brith I was developing this oneness in God -- people would ask 
me if I was Jewish and I would say no, I am a Jewish sympathizer. 
This line of reasoning when on for a year or so. Then one day 
without having a formal conversion I admitted to myself that I 
was indeed a Jew, a Hebrew child linked with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob and part of the convenant . Judaism seems to natural to me. 
Although at the time I did not attend synagogue services, every 
High Holiday season I felt motivated to attend services. In 1978 
I moved my family to New Orleans and once again as the High Holi 9 ay 
season began the urge came upon me to attend the serv i ces . I 
resumed my study of the Hebrew language at the Jewish Community 
Center. While there I heard about a special program entitled 
"Jews-by-Choice." I attended and enrolled in the conversion 
class. After completing the class I again spoke with the rabbi 
about converting. He asked when I would like to convert without 
hesitation I say 'how" Bar-Mi tzvah for boys and Bath - Mi tzvah for 
girls is the time when a person moves to adulthood ready to accept 
responsibility as an adult. Jockingly, my wife has informed that 
when I complete my Bar - Mitzvah that I too must accept full 
responsibility for my actions as an adult. And, becoming an adult 
in the Jewish teaching I intend to d o just that. 



From Lake Jackson, Texas 

I am a Jew and o.e------i~ come from a very small Jewish community 
in the ex-Portuguese colony of Angola in Africa ~ I live 
presently in a town of also very small Jewish community, and 
the nearest synagogue is Galves n about 60 miles from Lake Jackson. 
I been having problems trying explain to my wife >whom I married 
only t wo weeks ago, what she needs to know to convert. My wife 
has been very interested i our faith all her life and I wanted 
her to know more about it efore she starts a program on conversion. 

ecause of our job (both in shift-work) , there is no way 
we ca go to all the cl sses in Galveston and also because all my 
books are in Portuguese). 

From Idaho 

I recently contacted the synagogue here. I was refer red to a man 
who might be a le to help me to convert to Judaism. When I called 
this man he info med me that they didn't really condone conversion 
and said that he ouldn't help me and gave me another number to 
c all of someone who might be able to help me. He wishe d me luck 
and hung up the phon as if I were - the black plague . I called 
the other number ~ ot l mos t the same treatment

1
almost as if he 

was frightened of me. He ld me that I would lose my friends and 
family if I became Jewish. I told him that if this was part of me 
being converted then so be it. But my mom and I are very cl o se 
and she knows t~at I wouldn ' t do it just because its thereJ and my 
friends couldn' t really be my friends if this caused trouole 
between us . 



From Missoula, Montana 

I neea your help with a serious 
on the Donahue show that there 
take when converting to Judai 
Missoula, Montana and there ·sn't 
Jews in this area. Theo y hope 
to me what is required. rusting 

em. You made a reference 
e required courses that Gentiles 

The problem is that I live in 
a rabbi or a large amount of 
I have is that you can explain 
I will hear from you soon. 



From Florida 

The program you are endeavoring to la ch is entirely worthwhile. 
In our family we have a recent conv t to our beautiful religion. 
She was converted at a Reform co regation. My grandson met his 
wife at a kibbutz in Israel. e is from Holland. We think she 
is anxious and willing to be he balebaste of a Jewish home. 
Would you please send her e books necessary to increase her 
knowledge. 



From Colorado 

At the moment I'm a member of the Methodist Church, but I 
want to go ba~;J.. to my family's old religi , the Jewish 
faith. How is it possible for me to c vert back to Judaism? 
I am 19 years old and have therefore assed my Bar-Mitzvah 
age. I have been thinking for many years, and have 
decided, but I need advice ave lived in Europe and visited 
synagogues, but I've always f t like a Methodist visiting a 
synagogue, not a Jew How c I become a Jew? In my heart I 
feel like a Jew, but~ know edge of Judaism is minimal. 



A letter from Georgia 

"Many years ago I 1·stened to my grandmother tell me of our 
faith and people, It always made her cry and I loved her 
very much. Sh y-was Hebrew. Her family were strict Jews and 
she married a Ayoung man - . She said she never 
heard from them again but she loved her faith and her family. 
I am now a mother and ) I too have tried to teach my sons and 
daughters of God. The light she lit many years ago was almost 
dead until my son met a young Jewish girl and married her. 
The rabbilasking about my Hebrew name and speaking of old 
customs b ew the still small flame to a glow again. I have 
always ~old anyone who asked of my heritage~~~ not having 
a lot of money and ten small ones to raise and no other 
Jews near made for a poor training for the little ones -- all 
of this is only background to ask for material to help answer 
questions the children ask. 



From Ohio from a rabbi 

~ 
I consider myself a convert even though I ·am ~ descendant, on my 
mothers side, from a large Latvian Jewish family. My mother 
chose to abandon Judaism before I was born and married my father 
wh o is not Jewish. Essentially I was raised in a non-Jewish 
home: no mention was made of my Jewish descent or of the fact 
that, according to the Halacha I was born Jewish. Our family 
observed the Christian holidayJ complete with Christmas tree. 
Judaism was never mentioned. When I was about 15 years of age 
I became interested independently in Judaism•~ the initial 
consternation of my family ) ! began to take steps towards conversion. 
During this process I disc6vered that because my mother was Jewish 
I did not need to undergo formal conversion. Neverthe less I 
experienced, in embracing Judaism )all that a "normalqconvert would 
experience. My interest in Judaism persisted until today. I'm 
on the verge of being ordained a rabbi. 



A letter from a young man in West Germany 

My immigrant grandparents were active members of their respective 
Reform congregations, while the next generation drifted into a 
more secular variety of the faith. This generation (i.e. me) 
expects to find itself living and working here in Berlin for 
several years. The critical role this city has played for Judaism } 
both during the tragic period earlier in the century a s well as 
the creative years before , make unavoidable an awareness of my 
personal religious roots ~nd with this a sense of responsibility 
towards continuing these traditions --- I vaguely remember reading 
that Reform Jews in the U.S. had adopted a policy that would 
return Judaism to being a religion of conviction and conversion 
as well as of simp le b irthright . This is a policy I would support 
and consider long ~bout 1900 years) overdue. 



I 

from Madras, India --- I am quite tt.appy to w.elcorne your deci,si,on to end~ 
four century old moratorium on seek.i_ng proselytes ·to th.e Jew.i,sh. f°'ttn~ ~., 
... I am unable to itend t ify myself intellectually and emottonally with 
any of the ehristian sects. I would li ke to try whether I could find my 
identity in Judaism which I find is nearest to my heart of all the religions , 

I I I 

India ..... I feel very much elated to. :· .tl+at-w:ith the adven t_ 
e Year th UAHC h-a-s taken an unprecedented deci s • .t.o -£1o-away ~rith 

r.JH~ ett1r-t:!-efl'Effltt-¥-+HA-G-- mot::'.ato~ium to the practice of p-r.os-e--l:rtt z:i11g to Jad~~m: 
----I have been trying for more than a decade to embrace Judaism, because I 
have come to love that faith passionately, from the very core of my heart. 



From a participant in a Outreach weekend in Houston 

It was a most stimulating and exciting meeting that I have ever 
had the ch an c e to part i c i pat e in . }-- mu• t ii • y th -"'--~~ '-e-,,~ 1'+1 e 
'-Ons&6l't @ -~ en+ t--ff--..-.... ,;:J-ew by--choiee 11 in li'ih-.. 

care £0~ the--v · it,,ors tha sa i 
~ ax.k n d u.r..t.a..i l e d my verb al ii in g.-.i1..t.....w..l.-l.J.--~~ltttfM"-
p~_s..i..t...i"'° n in £istexhood ma~~ me aware h~~ 

n at ...._.._....__...n.d. I did not car. e o ,..--f'l',;,..t..,.....~~ k.,,'f'l"l)r-~ 'tl~~ll--ecm . 
_........._~ ,.._.,....._._· ~dbt..e-cd shar with o 'lihcep, ~~~- same 

!!J'<l!..,,.;1.,Q,11=~¥-~=:=~~ ..... ·.n . I.lo Jo'€ H&r -,rf e fr e e f e e 1 in g s an d em o t i on a 1 
expressions of the participants were most welcomed. We all had 
the chance of conveying our i n n ermost feelings whenever we wanted 
to. It was and still is an exceptional weekend that I shall never 
forget. I do sincerely hope that the UAHC will continue with this 
program for the future. I do feel that it is a must, not only to 
reta}n our members but to educate and accept them for what they are,
Jews, 
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