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Ms. Rheba L. Marks 
11930 N. Bayshore Drive 
Apartment 502 
North Miami, Florida 331 81 

Dear Ms. Ma rks: 

June 13, 1983 

Your recent letter has just reached me, having been forwarded from HUC-JIR in Cincinnati, where it was directed In error. As you will note from my letterhead, I am the president of the UAHC not the HUC-JIR. 

The question of rabbis officiating at interfaith marriages ls one which has been under discussion In the Refo rm community for qu ite some time. Many of our rabbis will not officiate; other will. The decision In this regard is that of the Individual rabbi. It Is a decision of personal conscience. 

We really do not know what bearing the participation or non-particip~tion of the rabbi In interfaith ceremonies has on the religious affiliation 0f the people. Wha t we do know, and what we try very hard to convey, is that the manner in which a rabbi says YES or NO to a couple is most important. A couple should not be told NO as soon as they telephone the temple, especially if they are affiliated or connected in some way to the temple. The response should not come from a staff member of the temple, the rabbi should tcile the time to chat with the couple. They should be made aware of the reasons why the rabbi chooses not to perform mixed marriages, there should be personal communkatlon and an open di scussion. 

I personally will not officiate at an interfaith wedding. However, when I know the couple, at least one of them, when I am dealing with the child of dear friends or even \vi th fami Jy members, I wi 11 attend the weddl ng If I can and express some \'lords of mazal tov and good wishes at the reception or dinner Gollowln g the ceremony. I leave the door open and do my best to bring the couple closer to Judaism. I seek to make them aware that we are willing to welcome them, to help the non-Jewish partner learn about Judaism, to assure them they are both welcome at the synagogue. Many of my colleagues do likewise , thankfully more and more have come to this position. 



Ms. Rheba L. Marks 
June 13, 1983 
Page - 2 -

The Outreach program of the UAHC, started about five years ago, has made 
remarkable progress in working with Jews-by-choice. We are now undertaking 
some exciting pilot projects with interfatth couples. The experience so far, 
while fairly limited, has been excellent. These couples have come to feel 
closer to Judaism, they know they will be welcome in the synagogue, they are 
eager to learn rrore about Judaism -- both Jew and non-Jew alike. It ts our 
hope to replicate these programs throughout the country. Perhaps one day in 
the not-too-distant funure your grand nelce and her husband will have an op
portunity to participate tn such a program in thelr corrrnunity. 

With kindest greetings. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Steven L. Jacobs 
Spring Hill Avenue Temple 
Post Office Box 7295 
Mobile, Alabama 36607 

Dear Steve: 

February 25, 1983 

We are trying to go about the Outreach program in orderly fashion, following 
the order of priorities which we established. Here it is: 

1. Consciousness raising to this entire Issue In the effort to remove the 
"not weleome" signs from our congregations. 

2. An improvement In the program of education for pros,ective Jews-by-choi~. 

3, The effective integration of Jews-by-Choice in the life of the congregation 
and into the doarnunity. 

l♦ , Dealing with mixed marrieds who are already members of the congregation, 
or at least one of whose partners is. 

5. Working with mixed marrieds who are not affiliated with any congregation. 

6. An approach to the children of such mixed marriages in the endeavor to 
provide them with some kind of formal or informal Je~ish education. 

]. An Outreach tooall "seekers after truth", that its to say, reaching out to 
anyone who has no co1m1ltment to another faith and who might be interested 
in Judaism. 

The first four laems have been pretty well covered and effective programs are 
under way, nationally, regionally and locally. I'm particularly pleased with 
the growing awareness of the need for Outreach not only within our congregations, 
but in the larger community as well. 



Rabbi Steven L. Jacobs 
February 25, 1983 
Page two. 

Point number five ts being approached on an experimental basts in the 
Los Angeles area. You might check with Lenny Thanl and Lydia Kukoff In 
the Los Angeles UAHC office, 13107 Ventura Blvd., N. Hollywood, Cal lfornia, 
about the project which we are conducting. 

Immediately after the College-Institute Board meeting In Los Angeles I 
attended an evaluative session wlth the teachers and "mentors11 of this 
experimental group. It ls apparently most fruitful In Its effect. 

We have a long way to go, nonetheless, before we can take this effort 
national the present project wl11 have to be revised In the light of our 
experience, then we have to attempt It once again, and only them will we 
be In a position to make some helpful reconmendatfons to our congregants. 

It's always a pleasure to hear from you. Fond regards. 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Alex Schindler 
U.A.H.C. 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Colleague: 

The more I come in contact with the members of our 
Congr egations who are promoting the Outreach Program, 
the more inspired I become. You have, quite evidently, 
tapped into a need to which many in our Reform Jewish 
Community are responding. May they and you continue 
to meet with much success. 

I n a r ecent conversa tion with one of my own members, 
the following question aros a . Because of its importance, 
I am taking the lib erty of sharing it with you and inviting 
your response as soon as it is convenient for you to do so. 
In turn, I will share your comments with this member of my 
Congr egation . 

11Wha t attempts are being made to r etain the Jewish partner 
i n a mixed marriage where the f ami ly commitment (i.e. the 
r a ising of the children) i s made i n the other, non-Jewish 
dir ection?" 

My reading of currently available 
that efforts are being made where 
committed to a Jewish life style. 
the other side of the coin. 

Very much looking 

SLJ:jb 

materials seems to indicate. 
the family is neutral and/or 
Here is, all too realistically, 

I remain, 

"This is none other than the House of God . . . this is the Gate of Heaven. " Genesis 28: 17 



RABBI SAMUEL M. SILVER, D.D. 
TEMPLE SINAI (of South Palm Beach County) 

2005 N. W . 9th Street 
Delray B~ach, Florida 33445 

(305) 272-4949 

23 Feb. 1983 

Dear Alex, 
I want to compliment the Union on 

making use of the talents of L~rdia Kukoff. 
I also want to express thanks to Lou 

Littman for makine her available to this 
area. 

She speaks well and it's a fine 
crystallization of Operation Schindler, 
known as Outreach, for her to do what she 
does. 

During +he auestion period Lou Littman 
said that, as a matter of principle, he 
doesn 't tell callers that he knows of any 
rabbi who does intermarriages. I respect him 
for that. 

Then I asked whether the question has 
ever been part of alhe agenda for UAHC staff 
meetings. He said no. 

I ,think it would be well at least toa 
discuss it. Don't you? 

Happy Purim and happy 1esach. Regards 
at home. 

~ RABBI \;ABUEL M. SIL VER 
Copy to Rabbi Littman 

Temple Sinai worships Fridays 8:15 P.M. at Cason United MethodfSt Church North Stt·mton at 4tl, Street 
which is Lake Ida Road (west). Delray Beach Flom/a 
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Chairman 
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Rabbi Samuel M. Silver 

Task Force On Reform Jewish Outreach 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
1330 BEACON STREET, SUITE 355 BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 02146 1617) 277-1655 

November 11, 1982 

Reform Congregation of Delray 
Rainb erry Lake 
2005 N.W. 9th Street 
Delray Beach, FL 33445 

Dear Sam: 

The issue of rabbinic officiation at mixed-marriages is a 
matter that the Task Force will not duck. We are studying 
the whole subject and are on record as stating that we will 
make a report at the next UAHC Biennial convention in Houston 
in 1983. I am well aware of th€ urgency of the situation and 
can assure you that it will not be ignored. 

Witn best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

, ·- ....,... l 
Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

RSS:dan 



FO~T LAUDERDALE NEWS - SENTINEL, Dec. 8, 1979 

Meet Rabbi Sam Silver of 
Delray Beach, Florida 

By Stephen J. Cohen 
Staff Writer 

DELRAY BEACH - Jews wanting to marry 
Christians must often look far and wide to find a 
rabbi who will perform the ceremony. 

But in South Florida. they need only seek out 
Rabbi Samuel M. Silver. whose Reform congrega
tion currently holds its weekly Friday night ser
vices at Cason United Methodist Church, N. 
Swinton at 4th St., Delray Beach. 

Silver has been performing mixed-marriage 
ceremonies for 25 years. much to the chagrin of 
most of his rabbinical colleagues. 

'Tve performed hundreds of them over the 
vears: · said the tall. bespectacled rabbi, as he sat 
yesterday in his brand new home in Delray. 

.. I have schlepped (carried myself) to perform 
these ceremonies to Mexico; San Juan. Puerto 
Rico; Minnesota from Florida; Vancouver, 
Calgary . Montreal (Canada) and even as far as 
Lake Worth, ·· he said. 

Silver is not an ordinary rabbi. He has written 
five books - one when each of his sons was bar 
mitzvahed. He has appeared on numerous radio 
'dlk shows. has his own weekly radio show. writes 
two weekly syndicated newspaper columns. and, 
with his wife. Elaine, travels to Christian or
ganizations with a musical program showing that 
" Jewish Music is Not Sad," and "How Jewish 
Melodies became Christian Hymns." 

When he invites guest speakers. including Prot
estant and Catholic clergymen. to his congrega
tion. he converses with them at the pulpit, rather 
than having them deliver a sermon. They discuss 
religion, ideology or whatever comes to mind. 

Silver's penchant for humor and the English 
language mark whatever he does. At 67, he is still 
an avid reader. Born in Wilmington, Del., he was 
ordained in Cincinnati, served as a clergyman in 
World War II, and since has served congregations 
in Cleveland, Ohio; Stamford, Conn.; and Fort 
Myers. Fla .. before coming to Delray in Septem
ber to take the reigns of a fledgling Reform 
congregation serving Delray, Boynton and Lake 
Worth, which he helped found last year. 

A proud member of Who ·s Who in America. 
Silver uses his humor to hold his audience's 
attention and also to illustrate serious points he is 
making. ..I usually start every sermon with a 
joke." he said. 

His books. he says, "are selling lousy. My 
publisher doesn·t promote them." But, he adds. "I 
really don't care about that. I don't plug them on 
talk sl\ows when ··1'm. on. It's just an extracur-
ricular activity with me. " • 

However. he believes his latest work. Mixed 
Marria{!e Bet i·een Jew and Christian is a poten-

tial hot seller because the issue is widespread 
today. 

Most rabbis. he said, " fear that intermingling 
between Jews and Christians will take a toll on 
Jews and reduce the possibility of our survival as 
a race." And then, smiling slyly. he added that 
"most rabbis don't have a mixed-marriage cere
mony in their repertoire.· • 

Staff photo by STEPHEN J. COHEN 

Rabbi .\ih-Pr .~tudiei,; a prayer. 

Although he respects his colleagues' views. he 
says their criticisms "have pained me very much." 
Then, softening the issue with humor, Silver 
added. " It bothers me particularly because I like 
rabbis better than people." This widespread disap• 
proval by his colleagues has kept him from being 
offered certain speaking engagements. and him 
and his wife from being asked to present their 
musical program at certain places. 

But. he said. many rabbis who strongly oppose 
what he does, "have often referred people to me 
who want a mixed marriage. That's because the 
parents or other family members tell them they 
will leave the congregation unless the rabbi finds 
someone to perform the ceremony." Silver ex
plained. 

It was at his wife·s urging 25 years .igo that 
Silver began performing mixed-marriage ceremo
nies. 

He said she argued that Jews and non-Jews arn 
mingling and fraternizing more and more and the 
inevitable result will be many mixed marriages. H 
these people come to a rabbi who turns his back on 
them, she argued, th!'Y will likely become turned 
off to Judaism and will reject it as a relig1ou~ 
option in the future. 

Silver said non-Jews who marry Jews often 
become deeply involved in synagogue affairs or 
with various Jewish organizations. "Judaism is an 
evolutionary, non-stagnant thing. and we have to 

• continually adapt to these changes.·· he said 

Although Silver said he never pressures a young 
couple to adopt Judaism as their way of life. "my 
batting average on non-Jews converting to 
Judaism is pretty good." 

About five years ago. rabbis attending an 
annual convention in St. Louis voted on the issue ot 
mixed marriages. "The result was 60-40 against. 
But I think things have changed since then and the 
vote today would probably be much closer."' he 
said. 

His easy-going, jesting manner suddenly turn, 
harsh and the sparkle in his eyes darkens when he 
is asked whether he charges a set fee for t11ese 
services. 

"I never charge a set fee for a mixed-marriage 
ceremony," he says adamantly. " I tell evf"l"y 
couple that whatever they waut to give me. I'll 
take. It doesn't matter. The rabbis who do cliarge 
a set fee for these services give us all a bad name. 
People bracket me with them. It's the same old 
story - one bad Jew gives us all a bad na:me." 

Silver often performs mixed-marriage ceremo
nies with a Protestant or Catholic clergy\'nan 
"The Christian clergymen I have worked _with 
have always shown extreme deference to th<' 
feelings and views of the Jewish family . and h<1w 
modified their ritual to accommodate the!:>e ~ensI 
bilities," he said. 

One well-known clergyman in Atlanta. dt the 
end of a ceremony with Silver, told the wedd111g 
party, "The rabbi and I have harmoni,;ed ~o 
brilliantly on this that I think we'll take our show 
on the road." 

While his wife and five sons are athletic. Silwr 
says he shuns exercise. "I belong to 'Athletics 
Anonymous.' We promise not to exercise. When
ever we get an urge to do something athletic. w1' 
lie down until the feeling passes." he says. 

"The only gymnastics I enjoy are verbal gym
nastics. I love words and I really love puns." H Is 
vocabulary is dotted with words such as con
tradistinction and deferential. " I get my word ·, 
worth out of every sentence. I never use a 
monosyllabic word if there is a polysyllabic on<' 
that means the same thing." he said . 



AN ANSWER TO A PROGRAM CHAIRPERSON'S PRAYER! 

MUSICALLY ILLUSTRATED LECTURES BY 
RABBI & MRS. SAMUEL SIL VER 

''Jewish Music ls Not Sad'' 
''How Jewish Melodies Became Christian Hymns'' 

''Characteristics Of Religious Music'' 

-~~ - ./ - ~ '~( 
~-- ---~ 
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ENTERTAINING -- EDIFYING -- EDUCATIONAL 

Dr. Silver, a dynamic speaker, and 
Mrs. Silver, a noted concert pianist 
and graduate of Juilliard Music 
School, have presented their programs 

. throughout the Country at 

. Synagogues, Churches, Colleges, 
Nursing Homes, on Cruises, and 
before many Organizations. 

Rabbi Silver is also available for Lectures 
on the Themes of Books he has written: 

• "How To Enjoy This Moment" 
• "Explaining Judaism To Jews And Christians,, 
• "When You Talk English You're Often Talking Hebrew" 
• "The Six-Day Warriors" 
• "Mixed Marriage Between Jews And Christians" 

(Books available from Mrs. Silver. Address below.) 
... and on other topics: 

• "Why I Am An Ecumaniac" 
• "Observations Of An Astonished Rabbi" 
• "1-f:hat Every Christian Should Know About Judaism,, 
• "The Middle East Picture Clarified" 

Dr . Silver is the Rabbi of Temple Sinai, The Reform Hebrew Congregation of Delray 
·For data on him, see "Who's Who in the U.S." 

Rabbi Silver is heard on two weekly radio programs: WAVS, Ft. Lauderdale, 1190/ AM, Sundays 5:30 p.m., and 
WDBF, Delray Beach, 1420/ AM, Sundays 7:30 p.m. 

FOR RATES ANO DATES CONTACT MRS . SILVER: 
RAINBERRY LAKE - 2005 NW. 9th STREET - DELRAY BEACH. FLORIDA 33445 - TELEPHONE (305) 272-4949 

Temple Sinai worships Fridays, 8:15 p.m. at Cason United Methodist Church, N. Swinton at 4th St., Delray Beach. 



Mr. "Ch1ck" C.O. Re1nha 
P.O. Box 501 
Palm C1ty, FL 33490 

Dear Mr. Reinhart: 

June 2, 1982 

I have your letter of' 22 and the 1osu 
having shared your thot,tb with • 

I th you for your 

I 111 referring this let I" to the director of onrea for the UAHC 
so that he may provide you with a more detatled response. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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UNION OF AM ERICA N HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

OFFICE OF TIIE CHAii.MAN OF THE BOAID 

Rabbi Samuel M. Silver, D.D. 
Temple Sinai of South Palm 
Beach County 
2005 N. W. 9th Street 
Delray Beach, Florida 33445 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

March 24, 1982 

Please excuse my belated response 
to your letter of March 9th. I have been out 
of town and this is the first opportunity I 
have had to follow up on some correspondence. 

First, let me thank 
kind words about the Biennial. 
exciting Meeting and I believe 
accomplished. 

you for your 
It was ·a very 

that much was 

I read with great interest your 
comments on mixed marriages. Although there 
can surely be no doubt that lt is a matter of 
great concern to many laymen and Rabbis, (and 
by and large one on which they basically disagree) 
the Task Force on Outreach has not consciously 
"ducked it". The issue surfaced early in 
their discussion but the Task Force agreed to . 
defer any consideration of the problem until 

\ after they had addressed some of the more basic 
issues upon which they felt they could make 
progress and constructive recommenda.tiOJ:?-S. I 
believe that decision was a correct one in that 
the Biennial unanimously approved an Outreach 
Program as recommended by the Task Force - one 
which if effectively implemented will have 
historic implications for our people and our 
Movement. 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOltK, N. Y. 1002 1, (212) 2◄9 -0IO CT 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE CHAllMAN OF THE IIOAtD 

Rabbi Samuel M. Silver, D.D. 
March 24, 1982 
Page 2 

Surely you know better than 
anyone that the basic problem is not the 
attitude of laymen but the very strong feeling 
of what appears to be an overwhelming number 
of the Rabbinate. Just as your position seems 
to have been formed out of your conscience and 
your interpretation of your role and commitment 
as a Rabbi, theirs has led them to a different 
conclusion and it is extremely difficult to 
argue with the right to their conclusions. 
Frankly speaking, I rather suspect that a large 
body of our laymen would wish their position 
was different but I am not sure that it can 
be changed except through the process of time 
and discussion. I have noted your willingness 
and desire to participate in that type of 
dialogue and from everything that I have been 
able to learn of you, I believe it would be 
helpful and instructive. 

On a formal level, however, 1 am 
not sure whether I can assure you that it will 
take place. I am hopeful that the Task Force 
will address itself to this very basic issue 
in the weeks and months to come. Nevertheless, 
I am not so naive as to underestimate the 
fact that the CCAR both officially, and most 
of its members collectively, feel quite strongly 
that this is a matter for Rabbinical dialogue - and 
not lay-Rabbinic~l. 

I am taking the liberty, Rabbi. Silver, 
of forwarding to David Belin, the Chairman of 
the Task Force; a copy of your letter and en~losure. 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOtK, N. Y. 10021, (21l) 249-0100 



UNION OF AMERIC AN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

OFFlCE OF THE CHAllMAN OF THE BOAlD 

Rabbi Samuel M. Silver, D.D. 
March 24, 1982 
Page 3 

Perhaps we· will have an opportunity 
to discuss the issue f~rther. 

DSD/mdr 

cc: Rabbi Alexander 
Mr. Theodore K. 
Mr. David Belin 

Cordially 

Donald S. Day 

M. Schindle// 
Broido 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOlK, N. Y. IOOl l , ( 212) 2◄9 -0 10 0 
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Rabbi Samuel M. Silver, D. D. 
TEMPLE SINAI 

of South Palm Beach County 

Residence: Rainberry Lake 
2005 N.W. 9th St., Delray Beach, FL 33445 

305-272-4949 

9 March 1982 

DeEr lV:r. Day, 

Thanks for sending the data about 
resolutions adopted at the Biennial. 

I'm sorry I couldn't be there but 
your reports and conversations with 
those who were there indicate that it 
was a most fruitful assemblage. 

My compliments. 

I note the resolutions having to do 
with mixed marria~es and I'm glad that 
)he Union is focussin[ on this 
challenring problem. 

Before the Biennial I contacted 
your chairman on Outreach and also 
officers of the UAHC and urr;ed them 
to seek an exchange of views on one of 
the aspects of the intermarriage scene 
which has been consistently ducked. 

That is the question of whether a rabbi 
should give a Jev:ish ceremony to a mixed 
couple. 

Every day every rabbi ~ts Eaiixx calls 
about this. We who do give such a ceremony 
have been ks sharply condemned, even though 
we firmly believe our procedure saves Jews 
for Judaism. 

But never have we been able to take part 
in a calm and thorough exchange about this. 

I would love to participate in such 
a discussion to make clear the basis for 
my policy. And since this is a matter of 
non-stop concern in every temple in the 
country, the Union would do well to face 
it rather than dodge it. With ~very good wish I am 

Congregation Worships Fridays, 8 :15 P.M., at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 18 

Yours sincerely, RABBI SAMUEL M. SILVI 
: • -·· · ··· ... -:· :"I •• 
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Available at $5.95 
including postage 

from 
Mrs. Samuel Silver 

2005 N.W. 9th Street 
Delray Beach, Florida 33445 

Tel.: (305) 272-4949 

Rabbi Silver, listed in Who's Who in 
the U.S., is with Temple Sinai, which 
worships Fridays at 8:16 p.m. at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, 188 S. 

Swinton Ave., Delray Beach. 

Rabbi & Mrs. Silver, a concert 
are available for lecture
Call Mrs. Silver for Rates 

and Dates. 

The 'marrying rabbi' 
writes a book about it 
byAnthonyR. Dolan ==-~~-=-11..= 

Rabblsu..l....._. ........ II ..... 11 1,, ..... aCllrw-_,,.. •--- Ila,.._ II .... 11 ...._ b1 Ille lllelllll _ __,_.....,,.,.. .,.., ., _ ........... .. 
llltlc. flam,-, IIPlaar'- MU..· ......,,,,_ .,._all,lla.tlUal\ilJ. neept that Ille book ..,..a111w • aMlllinl Ille r1111b1 __. l'MIIJ Md lie 11111111111111 Cltrtltlaa cen--
adllnecl It,...... 11111S. a._ wy II alll lillf'liHe -- Iii>' lllmfnedl. . . .. ........ - a ~ nllbt 

"No,lt'IDe\lel'MppllledbllDn," 
U.rabbl said about U.eftedtllldl 
book, "MIiled Marrtqe," • -
old UNC!atea, parUcularlJ -llllownllbll. 

flle ,_,_ ....... -WllllmlnllY fnonble but .. II un
did about lhl OUllr ~ : Ida 
Ytewaan maniql~.,_ and 
Cbr1sUaa an CGIIU'Oftl"lia, Nnlilll 
him It lull - .. ., -from a rabbbdcal -1atlaa ud 
ralllna qullUanl about 1111 artllol»
KJ. 

..., .... lftlclMld .. ..., a 
Cltrtltlaa ....,_ - ad! -..... 

lo --- tlle ...... differ• .... .,.. ...... Rabbi ..... 
lllat tlle er.tor II 11111 -- to all 
IDdllleNpU'l!erallpea)Ullthe 
ou8,rowtb o1 w11at llil IDOd lrlead 
Bilbap Nton sa- - called '"a 
lover'• CJIUNI ... 

• flle nbbl penuadal - tlla8 the 
lover's quarrel bu, ueurpeally 
lpNklna, pwwll ........... le n-
cat,-ra. . 

WWII ud t1M" b:rc II 1111-cperi
eee of~ Ille bad a ...... deal 
todDwlth•lner .... eeeeptwe 
II dlfferellt a9ldl IDd cuitw.. lie He Is aa Anny dlaplaln la Ille uya. And Im na8el u a MMlllve 

Plllllpplnel ..... Wartd ·- u aw ue llllllb'flll, mmetllnes ud can't l"Ndl al II llil far-ClllaC clDnrtaht -1. It II llllerlale&. ~ - le Illa ...,....._ II It Mt tllat two II Ille mNt .,_ dlalllale fram ....... llladlllaalo 

.....,... .... _nc:1 ... ~-c ) 5:r-:_~~ ~ UlllJllJClt:? 
the Jewtab aervlce. - -

"I lllle the Giber rabbi better than 
yau." IIYI - Navy Subee after a 
few WMU. TIie real rabbi wanta lo 
know wby. "lie'• -- ortbodox 
than you," IIYI the 11llor. 

Ellcept tbat ~ readln1 
"Mind Marrtqe" Is Ont atnack 
not at all by the new p"OUnd broken 
but rather by the ortbodoxy. and the 
pleuant prmtelytbtna. 

AAed about tbll, the rabbi II u
lonlllled. "Well, ol coune, I make • 
pltcfl for JlkSallm, I'm • lllleaman, 
that'• what-I do, ..... nipllel. 

It II fw Jllll tbat .,._ Rabbi SU· 
¥er la - of the powln& but lllll 
lfflAll number ol rabbu wllo will 
a,rw to olflctata at a lllll"lillle be
tween Jew ud C1lrtltlan. 

He 11ya bll wife put It well tbe day 
Ille urpd him lo perform an later
denomlnal.lllnlJ IIWTlqe If by 
clolnl IO be can uve "Jllll - per· 
- for u. faltll ... 

But tbDulll Ille rabbi's approval 
ofmludmurtaaaa"-lroala 
desire nat 11D - ,-me Je'ft INve 
tlletr rellpla -- u., e--,t be married Ill It. It II dear lao that 
Rabbi SUwr II 111 -=--Ill 
1 tboup an unllp'llosM111 w1. 

Anotber llary: M II dlllllaln 
a11ln, Ulla Ume on a troap .ip. TIie 
only cler&Yman aboard, lie II n
lPOfWble for the Nllpa 1P11fue ol 
all. So he lleeomN, u - loldler 
described him In I letter a-. "the 
Jewllh rabbi wbo Ft tbe Proteltant 

' llhlp'& carpet1lff to make a crucifix 
for Catholic aervlces." 

He II cloull that at ti lbinl ..... 

l"OIII act,- of the period. Mari
lyn MOl\l'Oe and Ellubeth Taylor. 
were J-■11 mnvert&. tAnd llllll 
tbere 1s tbe - ~bout the rabbi 11•· 
lq MIia MOl\l'Oe Nll&«D lllltnlc
tlan wllo wu Ulled by the preu !low 
Ian& the It would take ... Aa Ion& u 
poalble," i. replied. I 

TIie rabbi noticel that It wwu Ille 
other way. Goldwater, after all, wu 
Goldwauet before the famUy wu 
protest1nlzed and an&Jlcbed Ill Ari• 
- -

"I always k~. " Rabbi Sllwr 
rememben Harry Goklen 11ylq ill 
1114, '"that tlle finl Jn,lsh prnl· 
dint would be an Epllcopallan. •· 

Not that tbere ltW aren't pettm 
In America. TIie rabbi knows. 

"I'm IOl.nl lo my people," i. &lid 
about b11 retirement plan& In a re
cent Interview. " 11rael. Rabbi!" 
"No. no. I -an f'l9rlda, ·• be 
beam■ . 

'nlat - Is aat III the baall. but 
~ areatllen like It. 

And it WU tJie rallbl'I Mma' and 
1111 careflll IJ'IIIIMllll tor ,-.1t
t1111 mixed marrlapa that led Ma,,. 
tie Schultz. the rabbi'.• lltaary 
qent. to talk him IDto writJna 11111 
book. We owe Mr. Sdlultz lar tut. 

"MIiled Marria&e" e,qilaiM I dlf· 
flcult problem Ind U'l\lft for a aolit
tlon. A relllioUI book. It I& allO 1111111 
flln. And what about that~ 

-From the .. Advocate", Stamford, 
Conn. Mr. Dolan, winner of • 
Pulitzer Prize in journalism is • 
speech-writer for Pres. Reagan. 

I 
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Meet Rabbi Samuel Silver 
of ~lray Beach 

The. rabbi 
Silver :mixes humor with his faith 

■J MAJlY JANE HUNTER 

""""'""''••rtter 

As Rabbi Samuel Sliver rMds, his eyes are busy 
leelling any statement a writer has 10 make about 
happiness. 

When he beliewl he has clipped enouah quotes, 
another book will Join the nine already P.ubll1hed by 
die Cape Ccnl Jewlah Community Center I new rabbi. 

Wl.- be came to the Lee County con1rea1tlon In 
mkllumn.-, Snver bad III establillled repute• 
nan u a nllbl, a writer, a lecturer and a man wh111e 
Jolla had a lfflOUI meaning behind the sly fun they 
poked It buman foibles. lncludlq hil own. 

One job concerns bis own IIO-Cllled retirement to 
Cape Coral after 18 yean with Temple Sinai In Stam
ford, Conn. Since he will continue to minister 10 a 
c:anarepllon, althou1h the Cffllmunlty center's mem
bership 11 mucll smaller than Sinai's, he hasn't retired 
a a nbbl. Since he Is writing -ral additional 
boob, his career u a writer will continue. And since 
lie and hil wife Elaine already are aettptln1 e11111e
ment1 for tlletr joint program of music and talk, he 
bun 't retired u a lecturer. 

In lad, 11'1 hard to find anyt,ody busier with con
tlnulna a multi-faceted career than Sliver. 

"I'm not so much retired II recycled," . he 
quipped. "I've ju1f tnnsplanted my work 10 a warmer 
climate." 

Althou&h he ii working on several boob now. the 
one which lnteretts him most is the coll«tion of com
ments on happiness. 

"With all ol the unpleasanll'K'SI and difficulty in 
the world, I think ii will provid~ 11 bouquet 10 offset the 
u1llneu," he said. 

After usemblln1 everything he can find on the 
subject of happiness, he is concoctin1 his own state-
ment ol what It II. • • 

What II Isn't, he said. 11 pleasure. which 11 what 
most people punue with .auch dili1ence. 

After lludyina all of his collected material and 

Silver "'""-•--- ... 

analyzing his own expenence, Silver believes happi
ness 1s a byproduct and not something which can be 
punued. 

"ll's that peculiar feeling you have when you are 
too busy to be miserable," he said. as one explanation. 

"Happiness Is being married 10 your bell 
friend," he added. 

"And happiness is finding younelf while loalng 
younelf in something." 

The gulf between happiness and pleasure 11 wide 
and deep, he said, yet many people spend their lives 
punuing the latter and losin1 the former . 

In his own life, Sliver has been a movln& force 
toward an unclentandln1 bet- Christians and· 
Jews. accordlr.1 to tributes paid him when he left 
Stamford to come to Florida. One of his book• 11 titled, 
"Expl1inin1 Judaism to Jews and Christians," and 
another is "What Every Christian Should Know About 
Judaism." 

He also wrote "Why I Am An Ecumulac," and 
"Mixed Marriage Between Jews and Christlus." 

He has been a much 1011ght-after speaker durlq 
his long service as a rabbi - and a man whole worll 
often went beyond the confines of his own congre1a• 
lion . 

Silver says he Is a great believer in "the light 
touch" in his books, sermons and COllftrlltlons. 
But there is always an underlying seriousness. A ma
jor concern today Is the great yearning for meanln1 to 
life expressed !)y so many people In this posl-W■ter• 
gate. post-Vietnam era. he !'!lid. 

··we are 1n 11 11me or transition. It 15 Incumbent 
on the clergy to fill that yearning, that va,ue thing 
called spintual need." 

The process of reassessing how we are meeting 
spiritual needs is continuous, he said. He doesn't be
lieve the conventional pattern of church and synagogue 
1s meetilll the spiritual needs u It should. 

While organized religion Is the mechanism by 
which needs can be satisfied, clergymen must experi• 

Tum Tl SILVER, Pap ID 

ment to find •he elements to give 
Pf'Ol>le meanin1 in their lives. he 
!laid. 

malalw 1ffectln1 people today." 1..-U. of the fundamentalist IIKb 
to their ability to dramatize virtue. 

''They .. re mystk:a," he said. 

"You can't be smug and snug 
and feel normal wonhip patterns 
are adequate, but they do have val
ue. We a~ with our Christian 
brot~ lo find ways lo offset the 

The old values, he added. are 
needed mott now than e,.·er in this 
aged violence and vul1arity. 

"The media 1ive the impression 
only vice is exc1tin1 - virtue can 
be .. exciting IS vice, but II IS our 
job as clergymen to prove 11 ." 

He attributes the enormous 

And mysticism 11 dramatic . 
Mainline Protestants, catholics 

and Jews lean toward rationalism, 
he said. 

"But you can still find service to 
mankind excitlni." 

lllbbl and Mrs. Sllwr wmt ID
,edlercatllltrleetUft-
llen 11 la nmlc. She II a -.rt 
planill and sr-tuate of die Juli• 
llard School of M uslc . • 

Their pf'Olr■m on "Jewish Mu• 
sic Is Not Sad," aimblnes tlletr taJ. 
en11 to the delilht al prosnm 
chairmen - and they have more 

Rabbi Silver is heard on two weekly radio 
programs: "Interdenominational", WDBF 
1420/ AM, Sunday, 7:30 p.m. and "Clergy in 
Conversation", WAVS, Ft. Lauderdale, 
1190/ AM, Sundays, 1 :00 p.m. 

\~w 

Or . Silver. Rabbi 
Emeritus of Temple 
Sinai, Stamford, Conn. 
is now with Temple 

. Sinai, Delray Beach, 
which worships on 
Fridays 8: 15 p.m. at St. 
Paul ' s Episcopal 
Church, 188 S. 
Swinton Ave .. Delray 
Beach, Florida. 

~~-: 

i· j :! 

The Rabbi's books, 
including "'Explaining 
Judaism", '" Mixed 
Marriage", "When 
you talk English you 
are often talking 
Hebrew", etc. are 
awilable from Mrs. 
Silver. 2005 N.W. 9th 
St, Detra-, Beech. 
Florida. 33445, 305-
272--4949. 

The Rabbi • and his 
wife. Elaine, a concert 
pianist, are available 
for programs such as 
"Jewish Music Is Not 
Sad''. Cell Mrs. Silver 
for rates and dates. 

._,.:_ 

.... 

~:,:,Ii?;:\{~~!! 
malc'4lld-tall .,.,..._ plallDed 
lll'IIUlld limllu' ti.mm, lladl .. 
''Cllaracterl1tta Of le.ll110u1 
MIiiie" and "How Jewbh Melodlel 
11«:ame Ouillilll Hymns." 

Since Clllllill& to <:ape CGnl, 
Mn. Silver II en.ta,1111 t-11 and 
brlqe, two fnarite putlmee, her 
husband said. Their - Danny, H, 

II I _.., It C,,- Lalle Hilh 

Sdlool and It - --mqlcian 

;:r~~ 
from home. 1 

And Silver 1tay1 busy m 
1111 "aeinl•retlrement" wltb NI 
oana,eptlonal duties, bll wrttln:1 

-and his lectuns. 



Babbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Ms. Janet Baron 

Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 

O.c:emb'lr 31, 1981 

Welaome! I was delighted to learn that you will be servin9 u outreach 
Coordinator for our Southeast Council/South Florida Pederation. It ia 
ray fond hope you will find your new responsibilitiea to be fulfilling 
ad meaningful. 

The enclose letter ia sell-explana.toz:, If you do not already have a 
library of outreach terials avail.ab e in the Florida off!oa, we will 
arrange to get them to A opu aeleftlon cd boolla and pamphlets 
will help you as tou aHk to -..Ut. Otban By --• of a copy of this 
memo to Rabbi Seltzer, I am 11111,~1iv to • e .............. that you have the 
nee ssa.ry puhllcationa 1~ you for sharing 
with othera. 

Many letters are dinH!!bit! to ar:1 offi .t.n rq 
you are on board in Flori.a I will he sendi. 
which came in fX'Otll your re on 

warm good wishes. 

OU each. .iow that 
any requests for aid 



Mrs. Ann c. Jn.eoba 
Newport N 1059 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

Dear Mrs,. Jacobsi 

Deeel!lber 31, J.9 1 

Many thanks for your gracious letter of December 20. It. was good of 
you to wri ta and express your appreciation of our efforts in tl1e realm 
of outreach. 

Your new granddaughter is fortunate to have one as oaring and eupportive 
of her deciaion to b~ Jew-by-Choice. Let me assure you that we 
will be happy +-..o bf) in t uoh ith er and to . rovir.;i.e assistance and 
co1ms•l in re9arcl to h r sire t: increase her kowledge am, understand
ing of Judaism. 

I sharing your letter with Janet Baron, Out.reach Coordinator for our 
Southea t Council/South Florida e ration and asking her to be in 
contact with Martian. lits. Baron works out of tho tJAHC's office in Miami 
and I am ee~tain she will do her best to be of help to your granddaughter. 

li th every good wish an kindes • gre t!1~gs, l: am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

ccs Ms. Janet Baron 



l 
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Mrs. A! n. c. Jacobs 
i>l•JWJ>Orl:. I.~ 1059 
o~erfield Boach, FL 33441 

D~cembec 31, 1981 

h,'l.r,y th~.J"\k"' ior yo:s:.r gracious :lette;i: of Decen,!.>e:r.:- 20. lt 1,..;·as goo<l o:r 
y<.-v. ~o ~·r:t-. and ,1x.pr-=:s-; your ••l:'Pr .. ·c:tio11 of 1)• ,.·f,f,)r ... s .'..r, the r0nlm 
of O~,trE":,1ch. 

Your new g:r:a1.dllaughter is fortunate to have one as caring and $Upportive 
of her decision to becOllle a Je .-by-Choi t.::e. L~t 1111_: , esw::e you chat we 
will be he .. .lJ.·Y to he i~ t. lc.;h Hit z-.eJ~ a ,, tQ provi,.~.~ ao:iiatanca and 
cou,.'lsel :in reg,:1.r.d to htl:r r'ul'dre to ii, ~r hl3e ho:. ·owlr u~e and und. :i:-Dt:.U d
ing of ,ru <'tisr.. 

I am shar:Lng ycur l.1"?t'!::u!:' with ,1 1 rn. naron, Ou :;;,:a,:;l Coordina·· ;c for our 
Southeast Council/.,,-,ut; F.lor:Lia r'ori it ... '.:>n and aL"\ ashin9 her to l,e it, 
contact with ~~rtio!l. Mt,- '.laron wor.:r& u:.&t o:!: tho !!1',H...:'s office in ~-J.a,,1i 
and I am certain sh~ rill do h<!r b,~:;.: t'.J be of :1~ lp to your 1rand6.aug; tt .. !r. 

With every good wish and ki1.1.dust {JrOf..:t;il,gs, r. c=l 

Alexander 11. Schincller 

cca Ms. Janet 'Baron 



{ 

Mr. Sigmund Steckler 
19370 Collins Avenue Apt. 309C 
No. Miami Beach, Fl. 33160 

Dear Mr. Steckler: 

November 3, 1980 

Thank you for your letter of October 27th. I appreciate 
your having taken the time to share yo r thoughts with me. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

inc rely, 

Ale nder M. Schindler 





) 
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artners • 
Ill .Pray.:er 

ef orm Synagogues Are Opening Their Arms 
fro Non-Jewish Spouses in Mixed Marriages 

By ADON TAFT 
H•rald Rellglon Wrlt•r 

On Sunday mornings, Emily 
, : Friedman sings in the choir at the 
1 • Killian Pines United Methodist 
•:Church.Sunday nights she is one of 
; :the counselors for the Methodist 
, , Youth Fellowship. 
: ; i3ut during the Jewish High Holy 
• Days, Friedman directed the choir 
: :tor the Bet Breria Congregation, 
• which is using the Killian Pines 
• Church facilities until its own tem

ple is completed. 
l She and her husband, Paul, were 

: called to open the Ark during those 
same Jewish services. And her 7-

: month-old son, Brian Joshua, will 
• be attending the Sabbath school at 
• '. Bet Breria as soon as he is old 

enough. 
• Friedman is one of the growing 

• number of non-Jewish spouses in 
mixed marriages who are being ac-

• cepted as members of Reform syna
.;gogues. . 
. A SURVEY by the Union of 

rnerican Hebrew Congregations 
UAHC) of 138 R~form synagogues 

. -around the country found that 30 
.congregations that keep such statis

, tics reported 7 to 22 per cent of 
; their membership was made µp of 
, non-Jews. 

The survey also found that: 
• All but three of the 138 syna

, gogues consider children of mixed 
marriages to be Jewish if they have 
attended Sabbath and religious 

, school. 
, • Nine of 10 of the synagogues 
• bury non-Jewish spouses in Jewish 

ft I • 

il RELIGION NEWS 
cemeteries. 

• Non-Jewish members general
ly have voting rights and in some 
cases may even hold office in the 
Brotherhood or Sisterhood. One 
synagogue reported having a non
Jew as president of the congrega-

of belonging,'' Tabachnikoff said. 
Tabachnikoff estimated that as 

many as a third of the married cou
·Ples in the 400-family congregation 
have non-Jewish spouses. He said 
he expects that some eventually 
will convert to Judaism. 

tion. "He was a very good one," his "I know some never will convert rabbi said. formally, but what does it matter if The results surprised UAHC re• they Jive the life of Jewish tradisearchers. It had been assumed that tion?" he asked. 
affiliation with synagogues was Kathleen Glickman is one of limited to Jews. whether by birth those who converted after she had or conversion, said Rabbi Sanford been a member of Temple Judea in Seltzer, director of planning and re- Coral Gables for a year. A nurse search for the New York-based who married attorney Larry GlickUAHC. man, Kathleen found that people at "IN RECENT years, however, the the temple "were shocked when I situation has changed radically," went up for .conversion because Seltzer -said. "Not only have mixed they thought I was Jewish." married couples sought synagogue SHE CAME FROM an Episcopali-membership in ever-greater num-bers, but non-Jewish spouses have an family, but was not active in the actively involved themselves, when church. She said her husband, 
Permitted, in the life of the syna- Larry, also was "not very reli-gogue." gious." 

Emily Friedman, whose grandfa· Her decision to convert came ther was a Methodist preacher, is when her daughter from a former one such non-Jewish spouse. De• marriage was 7 and began to be spite her active involvement in the confused about going to Kathleen's synagogue, she said she has no parents' home for Christmas and plans to convert to Judaism. Larry's parents' home for Chanu-
"Right now, I don't foresee it for kSf.i wanted our children to have me;• she said. "It seems to me to be almost a backward step. Once you some religious background,'' she have advanced to accepting Christ, said. "Larry could never be a Chrisit's hard to think of not being a tian, so I checked out Judaism, Christian." which fit very well with my per-

t h • f bl sonal philosophy." Neverthe ess, s e is com orta . e Her 6-year-old son, Jacob, "has in the synagogue and feels com-pletely accepted. always been Jewish,'' she said. Both "I was amazed, especially during he and his sister, Chahime, attend the first year, not at the differences Sabbath school and religious school. but the similarities with Christiani- The conversion was hardest for ty. I found things I had done as a Chahime, Glickman said. "She won-b • dered what happened to Santa Christian, ut did not know why, Claus and the Easter bunny." had their roots in Judaism." No firm -statistics are available, SHE AND HER husband, an audi• r_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-;_-;_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-,..---1 tor, were married first in the Old r _ • Stone Methodist Church in Key 
West and then in a Jewish ceremo-
ny in his parents' home in Silver 

, Spring, Md. 
Paul Friedman is on the board of 

trustees for Bet Breria Congrega• 
tion. 

Emily Friedman's involvement in 
the synagogue doesn't trouble 
Rabbi Barry Tabachnikoff, spiritual 
leader of the congregation . 

"When we started the congrega
tion, we were careful to word our 
bylaws in such a way that a non
Jewish partner would have a sense 

but local rabbis said they believe 
the percentage of non-Jewish mem
bers is much less in Miami congre
gations than in the nation as a 
whole because this is such a strong 
Jewish community. 

COMMUNITIES WITH smaller 
Jewish populations appear to have 
more intermarriage, th~ UAHC sur
vey found. The survey found that 
one small congregation in the far 
West reported that 50 per cent of 
its membership was comprised of 
couples with mixed marriages. 

Because membership in most syn
agogues is by families and not by 

Friday, Oct. 24, 1980 THE MIAMI HERALD 0000 15-D. 

- TIM CHAPMAN / Miam, Herald Sl•ff 

Paul and Emily Friedman with Son Brian 
.. . she isn't Jewish but attends ynagogu,e 

individuals, the status of non-Jew- by-laws spell out their situation, ish marriage partners seldom is a said Rabbi Ralph Kingsley of Ternproblem whether or not synagogue pie Sinai of North Dade. 



8104 ~.w. 91st Avenue 
Tamarac, Florida 33321 
October 1, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander Tl.1. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

lliar Rabbi Schindler: 

We than.1< you for your letter of Sentemher 26th and for taking 
the tine out of your busy schedule to concern yourself with 
our "di lema". 

It is only fair when one conmlains, one must also offer appreciation 
and compliments when due. I'm sure you must realize by now we 
were quite determined and persis tant. Therefore, thru a long series 
of phone calls beginning wi tl-i Rabbi Emrret Frank in 1iami, on to 
Rabbi fax Eichorn of Satilite Beach (both very kind and tmderstanding 
gentlemen), we eventually reached Rahhi ,."el Hecht of Las Vegas. 

Rab½i Hecht checked 11is schedule and quickly agreed to fly to Tucson 
to officiate at our daughter's wedding on a Saturday evening -- this 
between a Saturday morning Bar Mi tzva and Stmday noon wedding in 
Vegas. Over and above this, it was a delight for rre to sueak with 
him and after lie spoke with our children the following evening we 
received the most glm-ri.ng phone call. He had renewed their faith 
in the religious corrnnuni ty. We all look fon~ard to nee ting him 
personally. 

Just wanted to bring you uo to date and thank you again for your 
time and consideration. With our sincerest appreciation, we 
remain 

Very;!~~ 

Mr. and 1rs . Max Fine 

I 
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r r. and Mrs. r. fine 
8104 N. w. 91 t nu 
Tamarac, florid 33321 

Dar Mr. and rs. F1 : 

September 26, 1980 

Pl as p rdon the de in sponding to your 1 er. r\Y tr v 1 
schedule has been quite heavy and this fs 11\Y first opportunity to 
respond to you. 

dl es to note, contents of your 1 tter. 
And I ust tell you that the acti n of ome f my coll agues 1n 
situ t1ons such as you es r1v per uri> and embarrass s me. 

I am sharing your 1 tt r b , director of th 
UAHC's Pacific So th R gations of Arizon 
re part of his t bl to put you 1n 

touch with an unde so hope that he 
w111 speak w1 th Rabbi G o d try to convey to 
him his lack oft ct in w The manner in which 
rabbis say yes or n to ng a mix d marriage is of the 
utmost importance, yo your own xperienc ven one 
who says yes can "turn o . There must be a full measure 
of understanding notmatter bi respon 1s to th couple. 

With every good wi hand kind t ting, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Erwin L. H n 
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~ ~~r: ·r"f 8104 N,W, 91st Ave, 

• ~ Tamarac, Fla. 33321 
(305) 722-2757 

~~ /' ~ <:::i .. ./1 r-f""" A .V r , 
Rabbi. Alexander M. Schindler, President ~ UV--:'I ,., ~ 

Union of Airerican Hebrew Congregations / .... oQJ \ O . ,;( w-e..t ~ n.\ A ~ . v{;,, ,,.,,.--
838 Fifth Avenue '\ V ~ ~ -:> 
New York, N. Y. 10021 ~ ~ -~ 

~ar Rabbi Schindler: /} ~ ~ /1)/1 
, ( l ~ ,/' 

As parents of a daughter who is planning to be married this forthcoming November XJ.~ 
in Tucson, Arizona to a non-Jew, the enclosed article quoting your views in thif ~ 
situation crure as a distinct boost to our morale. • 

We , as well as Bonnie, are extreirely anxious to have a rabbi perfonn the wedding 
ceremony. Her future husband and his family have no objection to this and it has 
been agreed that any children they may have will be brought up in the Jewish fai tli.. 

Now, to the reason for this letter. I contacted Rabbi. Samuel Silver of fulray Beach, 
Fla. and his son was kind enough to give rre the nrures of tl-i ree rabbis in the Phoenix/ 
Tucson area i.fuo wbuld be willing to perfonn the services._ Rabbis Samuel Teitelbaum 
of Phoenix and Albert Michels of Sun City were away on vacation. However, Bonnie 
did reach Rabbi Frederick H. Grosse of Phoenix. His response was --- yes, provided 
they visited his offic e once before the wedding (which was fine) and his fee is 
$600 because he takes an "interest". He went on to tell her she could get sorreone 
"c.l-ieaper'' but, of course, without the "sane interest". 

Aside from the fact that $600 seems outrageous for a few hours of time, need I 
describe to you the disgust with ivhich she related this conversation to us? And 
need I tell you the embarrassrrent we felt? We are well aware that everyone has 
a right to set his own price on his services and then it is up to the other party 
to accept or decline. But we' re not talking about buying or selling chickens -- -
at least we shouldn't he. It seems to us if Rabbi Grosse di. d not care to take the 
ride to Tucson, he just should have said so. Or if he has no interest in perpetuating 
our faith, he should take on another profession. In any case, if his tactless handling 
of this conversation is typical of him, he is the poorest exanple to set before our 
children -- doing nnre hann than good. 

We sincerely hope you do not consider this letter telling tales out of school. We 
don't know Rahbi Grosse but feel someone should enlighten him in a diplomatic way 
on the handling of delicate situations for the future. 

As things stand right now, we are still in need of the services of a rabbi for the 
evening of November 22nd in Tucson mid we would apprec iate any help you can give 
us. Thank you for your time and most of all, your thoughtful, openminded views 
for the future of Judaism. Look forward to hearing from you. 

Zrltd~ 
Mr. & lrs . d , Fine 
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Mrs. Virgfn1 Sunderhu11 
Rt. 2, Box 1328C 
Lafayette. GA. 30728 

Dear Mrs. Sunderhull: 

September 18, 1980 

, Your lovely letter of September 2 has been brought to my attention. 
l was deeply moved by your c0111\1ents and thank you for having shared 
your concerns with us. 

/ We have many materi ls and books which I am certain would be of aid 
• to you in responding to the questions your children pose. The UAHC 
1 

publishes text books for the religious school and they cover a multi
tude of subjects. I am sharing your 1 tter with Rabbi Daniel Syme, 
UAHC director of education, and am 1sking him to send you some of our 
publications with our c liments. If there are any specific areas 
questioned by your c 61dren, leas rf t to R bbi Syme at thi ad
dress so he might ek to rovid er ent materf 1s. 

I am also sending to you, under separat cover. some cop1es of our 
publication KEEPING POSTED, a magaz1n for older religious school 
students, dealing 1th subjects I think will be of interest. I am 
also sending a series of pamphlets wr1tt n by Rabbi S,Ylne on The Jewish 
Home, These deal with ritual and practices of the Jewish peonle. 

Unfortunately, we do not have a congregation in Lafayette so I cannot 
direct you to a rabbi with whom you might consult 1n reg~rd to the 
questions of your children. I do hope, however, that the materials 
we are sending will be of help to you. 

With every good wish and kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 
\ 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Dr. Izwin Bokhauaer 
2529 Riverbluff ParJtway 
Saruota, Florida 33581 

Dear Dr. BcJchauaera 

May 8, 1979 

'1'bank you for your r·eoii• ,.., ... ~.,.. 
concern. 

A Tau Foroe hu been ..,..11\1 .. ,. 

they develop a progr 
involvement and u■i■-...aa 
locally. I .. plea■ecl to ltnbW tha 

interest and 

ext week. A■ 
il tie■ for 
ienally and 

be of h lp. 

On the •tter of the Voluntuy ~ay r B111, tJA8C ha■ been on record 
for IIADY y ar■ in oppoaition pi-ayer in~ pultllc school■ of our 
nation. We are firm in our • r of hl,&•ati of Church and State. 
OUr Social Action ~•■ion 1■ tchi t.hi8 ituation with great care 
and will, of oourH, be Nklng ■tat!elm~t:'9 a■ the n d ari ••. our "man 
in wa■bington" ult•• our poaltion known in the le islative arena and 
■boul.4 public ■tateaent■ beco• neces you '1Mf':/ be certlin the union's 
voice will be raised on this i■aue. 

With kinde■t greeting■, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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From the Desk of: 

:98~ ~,j_,a,, 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President, 
Union of American Hebrew Con .., regations, 

838 5th Avenue, 
New York City, N. Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi: 

January 8, 1979 

As Entertainment :2ditor of a local paper I write a column 

covering those subjects and, in addition, as a senior citizen, I also 

write a column,Jenior Scene, covering subjects of interest to that 

seg:1ent of the population. In those capacities I naturally meet a great 

deal of people. As a recent widower, I remarried to a Catholic woman 

who had professed looking for a Jewish man and had an express desire to 

convert to Judaism even before I met her. She has already converted and, 

remarkably, to me, without any hesitation,doubts or traumas of any kind . 
.le both had attended and continue to attend local Rabbi Rudolph 

Adler's classes in the history and traditions of Judaism at the Ohev 

Shalom Synagogue. Thcre,other gentile students attend. One is a young 

woman in her forties, a Baptist, wLo is ardently studying for conversion. 

She wears every Jewish symbol around her neck,from the mazuzah to the Star 

of David, and is single. Jews here have asked my wi fe and the woman des

cribed above, "Jhy do you want to be Jewish, you know how we 've been pro

secuted .Looking for more trouble? 11 Their ready answer has been, "but Jesus 

was a Jew, vve 've never hated them." 
In discussions with non-Jews I have found that this generation 

and even older people are q_uestioning the "fictiontt of Jesus' life as 

portrayed by the new versions of the Old Testament . And those who attend 

our synagogues and study our traditions are amazed to find that all the 

other faiths are based on ours with changes only to 11 make them different" . 
One of rny first q_uestions put to Rabbi Adler (before the Union 

officially endorsed pros~lytizing) was , w.vhy cannot we proselytize?" 

/hen you did I again asked the :z?.abbi , "I wonder if they \Vill .i)ermi t laymen 

to participate?" His answer was in the affirmative. And that is the reason 

I am writing to you,Rabbi Schindler. 

more 



, 

I honestly feel I can reason with people who are seeking 11 some

thing 11 
• I have always said to selected people who would not be of~..,nded, 

"Even if I were not born a Jew when I look around at the heavens, the , 

wonders of nature on Earth and in the last decade,with our preoccupation 

in outer space, the vastness of infinity out there, I could not believe 

otherwise but that there is one God . .ihat we call nature could very well 

have been a distorted,disorganized mess yet the orderliness of the universe 

forever awes me. 
Since your program calls for a "soft" sell with information 

centers and literature, I would appreciate the opportunity to participate 

in some way. In addition, sir, cannot the 11 soft 11 sell be perpetuated with 

a dignified verbal ~pproach as well, for instance, to small groups who 

may ask for it? Thosevery information centers mentioned perhaps can pub

licize the availability of such seminars. As a matter of fact, the classes 

we attend on Sunday morning for an hour are ideal settings. But I'm sure 

there would not be enough rabbis who have the time to spend in them without 

charging some kind of :fee. 

At any rate, I hope that there will be room for literate laymen 

in your program. 

Sincerely 1 

Maitland, Florida, 32751. 



January 9, 1979 

rs. Harold Rou m n 
2916 Fltzooth Drlve 
Winter Park, Fla. 32792 

Dear t rs. Roussman: 

Having just returned from lsra 1, this I my fir t opportunity to respond 
to your letter of Decembe It s god of o o h re your concerns 
with me and I trust th ta reading of the full text of my address to the 
UAHC Board, well s th R ol tlo dopted unnnirr~us)y by our Board, 
will help to mitigate your distress. For your Inter st, I enclose a copy 
of th address h rewith. 

lnforM tion on Judaism has 
dminl ter Co,v rsion program 

oper tion of th rabbis of our o 
prepare for those seeking t 
tho em r ly interest d In 1 rni 

be n part oft e UAHC program. We 
so t e country, with the co

Te Informational m teri 1 we 
lw ys been available swell to 

about the faith of our people. 

AT sk Force ha been created, In ith the solution, and i 
wi 11 b th work of that roup to of l ffi'l lerrentat I on. 
I can, how ver, assure you will not e out kn c· ng on doors seeking 
converts to Judaism; w will merely ke known that for those '1ho seek 
vlabl , meaningful r llgious experienc nd expression eform Judaism 
ls available for examln tlon an p hen m rit d n open welcome into our 
f i th. 

The Task Force will be reporting to th Spring meeting o th U HC oard 
of Trustees and th re wilt also be a discussion of this program on the 
program of our Biennial to be h Id In Toroeto, December, 1979. 

With klnde t greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexnder M. Schlndl r 

Encl. 



~ecember 29 , 1978 

d1;l>t1. . dlawfd c:RouHman 

2976 ~titzooth :D>tiue 
<Wi!ite't <JJa>tk, 9-fo'Lida 32792 

Rab~i lexandcr chindler , • esicent 
r nion of American 1:ebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
3ew York , .. ew York 10021 

Dear ac' i Schindler , 

I am concerned and distur··_ecl • y a recent Pesociatec1 _ress 
release which was printe in the Orlando Sentin~l '"'tar 
neuspaper .... ecem· er 9 , 1978 . 

.J.lving in the midst of a largely Ch·cistian community , I have 
felt prideful a out m: Jewish , ackgrounc1 on many counts. One of 
the state!'lents which I always coulC: say forthrightly was , "Jews co · 
not vo seJ. ,,tize. :Cf so!.1eone ' .. ants to lear:1 a· o _ t Jufai r:m and 
chooses to V con,-ert ' ue are \.'illinc to teach I to share I to cooper
ate, but ue are not r1is,...ionaries tr?in~ to seek convertc•." 

,ow reaJ that t'1e L uC , i 1. convention , anrl at your urginE , 
has "launched an active , forthri ht effort to win converts to 
the faith,' The article further states that a JO- mem1er 
commis~ ion was autl1orizer' for tl1is effort anJ that there will 
be esta~lished information certers which ,dll develop con
vert-seeking publications. 

All of this , I pres e, is .financed ly AHC funds to .,hich 
I contri~~te ~Y virtue of my mem' ership in the Reform Congre
gation of Li~eral Judaism in Orlan"o , Florida. 

I .:'eel tense , frustrated , 1..1.nhappy y this action , and I 
am not av,are of anything which I can -'o to combat it. i-,o one 
aske~ 1~ ! There vas no polliilg of Tem~les , of members , of 
inr i vi 'ual rleform Jew"' . 1-ow can the l,iL .. ~ take such action , 
action totally foreign to everythint:; ~ have ceen taught in all 
m~r years o~n i{e:fo m ..:emi)le af £ilia tion. 

If the reason for this action is the lo cses which J faism 
has oeen suffering through ascmilation,. an_, inter-marriage, as 
0 eems to , e incicatec' in this article , then it seem~ to me 
we are in a usiness not a religion , and our gross pro~uct' 
ii:: what is ol' concern to l'C a:: ue E"eek ways to 'increase our 
sales.' :;: fin' trat attitude offensive. 

I woulc:1 appreciate your rec,ponse anr' clarification. 

C.rs. 



Dr. Alvin Schlesinger 
3051 Palm Aire Drive South 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060 

Dear Dr. Schlesinger: 

April 19, 1979 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to my reconmendation that the Union of American Hebrew Congregations develop a program on Outreach. 
For your infonnation I herewith enclose a copy of the full text of my address to the Union Board. A complete reading will indicate to you that I did indeed suggest an attempt to reach out to the unchurched. 
With appreciation for your thoughtfulness in sharing your thoughts with me and with kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ALVIN SCHLESINGER, D.D.S. 
3051 Palm Aire Drive Sou·h 

Pompano Beach, Florida 33060 
ALVIN L. SCHLESINGER, D . D. S. 
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