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TO: 

JANUARY 22, 1981 

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHLINDER 
% U.A.H.C. 
8J8 FIFTH AVE. 
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 10021 

FROM: RUBY KANTOR 
P.O. BOX 11424 
FORI' WORTH, TX. 76109 

DEAR RABBI, 

THIS PAST WEEK-END (JAN.16-18) IN HOUSTON, TX. AT TEMPLE EMANUEL 
I HAD THE PRIVILEIX}E TO ATTEND AN OUTREACH PROGRAM SPONSERED BY THE 
U.A.H.C. FOR THE "JEWS BY CHOICE". 

IT WAS A MOST STIMULATING AND EXCITING MEETING THAT I HAVE EVER HAD 
THE CHANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN. I MUST SAY THAT I LIKED THE CONCEPT 
OF ONLY THE "JEWS BY CHOICE" IN ATTENDANCE. I DID NOT CARE FOR THE 
VISITORS THAT SAT IN ON THE SESSIONS. IT DID RESTRAIN MY REMARKS 
AND CURI'AILED MY VERBALIZING AT WILL. PERHAPS MY POSITION IN DIS­
TRICT #22 MADE ME AWARE THAT MY REMARKS WERE OF A PRIVATE NATURE 
AND I DID NOT CARE TO HAVE OTHERS KNOW ABOUT THEM. I WAS DELIGHTED 
TO SHARE WITH OTHERS THERE WHO WERE IN THE SAME POSITION THAT I WAS 
IN. 

HOWEVER, THE FREE FEELINGS AND THE EMOTIONAL EXPRESSIONS OF THE PAR­
TICIPANTS WERE MOST WELCOMED. WE ALL HAD THE CHANCE OF CONVEYING 
OUR INNERMOST FEELI NGS WHEN EVER WE WANTED TO. IT WAS AND STILL 
IS AN EXCEPTIONAL WEEK-END THAT I SHALL NEVER FORGET. NOT ONLY DID 
WE SHARE VENTED EMOTIONS BUT FRIENDSHIPS DEVELOPED THAT I SHALL AL­
WAYS TREASURE. 

I WAS GREATLY IN FAVOR OF NAMING THE "CONVERSIONS" CLASSES TO THE 
"INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM" CLASS. SO THAT IN THE RENAMING PROCESS 
WHOMEVER SO DESIRES MAY ATTEND FOR WHAT EVER REASON, SHOULD IT BE 
FOR CONVERSION OR TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THEIR JEWISH HERITAGE. I ALSO 
LIKED THE NEW WORDING OF "JEWS BY CHOICE". THIS CERTAINLY HAS A MORE 

0 DIGNIFIED WAY OF IDENTIFYING A PERSON WHO rs JEWISH AND CERI'AINLY ONE 
WHO HAS CHOSEN TO BE SO. 

I DO SINCERELY HOPE THAT THE U.A.H.C. WILL CONTINUE WITH THIS PRO­
GRAM FOR THE FUTURE. I DO FEEL THAT IT IS A MUST, NOT ONLY TO RETAIN 
OUR MEMBERS BUT TO EDUCATE AND ACCEPT THEM FOR WHAT THEY ARE . JEWS . 

I MUST COMMEND YOU FOR THE THREE VERY, VERY CAPABLE PEOPLE THAT YOU 
SENT DOWM TO THE DEEP SOUTH FOR THIS PROGRAM. LYDIA KUKOFF WAS WARM 
AND GRACIOUS. SHE MADE EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US FEEL AT HOME. RABBI 
DANIEL SYME WAS EQUALLY AS KIND AND FRIENDLY. HE ENCOURAGED US TO 
OUR HIGHEST POTENTIAL. HOWARD LAIBSON TAUGHT US MARVELOUS HEBREW 
SONGS AND MADE US FEEL MOST COMFORI'ABLE. 

I HAVE MADE AN APPOINTMENT WITH MY RABBI (ROBERI' J. SCHUR) TO SEE IF 
PERHAPS SOME PROGRAM OF THIS MANNER CAN BE STARI'ED IN FORI' WORI'H, TX. 

WE ARE TOLD THAT ON SHABBAT WE ARE GIVEN TWO SOULS --- I CAME AWAY n FROM THIS SESSION NOT WITH TWO BUT THREE SOULS. RUBY Jo, U 



RABBI DAVID 5. COLDSTEIN 

TOURO SYNAGOGUE 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70175 

5 May, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex, 

Dan Syme's visit here was truly ambassadorial on many levels, 
primarily in terms of the extraordinary talents and insights he 
shared with our religious school leadership. It hardly seems 
possible that he was able to provide us with so much of real sub­
stance in so necessarily brief a time span. His contribution was 
invaluable. 

Then, our conversations regarding the June 6-8 New Orleans 
Outreach weekend for gerei tzedek. I am personally committed to 
such an undertaking; it is long overdue. And, my own enthusiasm 
was but intensified by Dan' s dedication to this project. He 
effectively got the ball rolling, and I feel confident that the 
weekend will be a tremendous success. 

And, of course, there is that special intangible - namely 
putting our best foot forward with ongoing UAHC presence and 
influence in the 11 heartland 11

• Dan certainly represents the very 
best we have, and all of us at Touro are grateful that the South­
west Council made his visit possible. 

Warm personal regards from Shannie and myself to you and Rhea. 

Corµ 

David S. Goldstein 
DSG/mdg 

cc: Mr. J. M. Cohn, President 
Mr. Donald R. Mintz, Vice President 
Rabbi Larry Jackofsky 
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.' Rabbi Roy A. ~Ja lter 
• Congregation Emanu El 
• 1500 Sunset Boulevard 

Houston, Texas 77005 

Dear Roy : 

May 5, 1980 

Many thanks for sharing w1th me the reaction to Lydia'! presentation at 
Emanu El. She is very exciting and whenever and t herever she app"ars tl)ere is a magnificent response. It is mJ hope that ·e 11i l l be able 
to uti l ·i ze her and others 1 i ke er i programs across the coun ··ry. And 
I can tell out at we already have people from various sections of the 
country who r.1ill be able to share e ·periences in congrega ions and move them to respond and seek to work wit' he ne 1 Je,1s and no -J i ~h spouses 
in the·ir midst. This is obviously an ide- \1hose time has co1:1e and I be­lieve ·iJ11portant advance will e made in t,e days a·, al. 

Your sugg stion regarding a meet i ng in Houston has been noted and I will share it Nith nanny Syee and Sandy e1tzt!r. 

I especially want to express my appreciation to you for your gracious 
offer to seek out some angels to hel p fina ;ice th~ program. You are a 
prince! All of us of the Union will be beholden to you if you can help 
us ga1n f inancial support. We are deeply grateful for your eagerness to 
try to help, it is an indication of your support an concern. 

With love to you and Linda, in which Rhea joins me, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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. Jill 
Congregation Emanu El 
1500 Sunset Boulevard 
Houston. Texas 77005 
(713) 529-5771 

15 lyar 5740 
May l, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex, 

I want to share an exciting event with you. Lydia Kukoff came to 
Emanu El three weeks ago at my invitation to speak at Friday night 
services. Her speech was essentially the same as her presentation 
at the Bienniel. 

Alex, the response was superb. She awakened a feeling on the part 
of the listeners that can only be called electric excitement. Out 
of her visit has come a deeper understanding of what it means to be 
a stranger, and a group of people anxious to help 11 newcomers 11 feel 
welcome. 

Even more profoundly, a searching has begun among many who heard 
her to find the feelings Lydia talked about: the excitement of 
being Jewish, a sense of longing for something spiritual, a strong 
desire to find others with whom to explore. I think a weekend in 
or near Houston such as the one in New York would be extremely 
successful. 

Danny Syme has contacted me about the money he's trying to raise 
for Project Outreach. I heartily endorse the project and am going 
to try and find an angel or two. In addition, I hope whatever budgeting 
the Union is planning goes through. Each time he returns, Larry 
Sachnowitz is more and more excited. 

Alex, if there is some way to get Lydia's message into more pulpits, 
I feel the project will succeed even more completely. I know she's 
only one person, but somehow what she's saying is not limited to her. 
There must be others, too. And there must be programs that can be 
developed as well. 
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Page Two 
Rabbi Schindler 

If I can be of help in any part of what is happening, I would 
be pleased to do so . Again, let me encourage you in expanding 
the project and its exposure. 

Sincerely 
/ 

Rabbi Roy 

al r 

Walter 



Mr. J. D. Reynolds 
183 Rankin Square Apartments 
5569 Old Brandon Road 
Pearl, AS. 39208 

Dear ,fr. Reynolds: 

February 16, 1979 

Ms. Edith iller, A sistant t the President of th 
UAHC, shared with ~e the letter you sent to Rabbi 
Schindler, and t e respo s fron her to you. 

Our office of the South,,rest Council servos the State 
of Mississippi nd therefore I a happy to be in touch 
with you concerning your inquiry regarding the Jewish 
Faith and information about courses available on 
Judaism. I note that Pearl, 4ississippi is very close 
to Jackson. Since I a a great distance from where 
you are, I would lie to suggest that you cont ct 
Rabbi Richard Birnholz of eth Israel Congregation, 
5315 Old Canton Road in Jackson. He is a knowledge­
able person and would e ble to discuss the matter 
of couTses on Judais with you. 

If there is any way I can be of assistance. please do 
contact me. Wit every good wish. 

LJ/b 
cc/Edith Miller 

Rabbi Richard Birnholz 

Cordi lly, 

Rabbi Lawrence Jackofsky 
R~gional Director 
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Rabbi Richard Birnholz 
Beth Israel Congregation 
Box 12329 
Jackson, MS. 39211 

Dear Richard: 

February 16, 1979 

I hope my referral was not presumptuous on my part. 
I think you could be of assistance to Mr. Reynolds. 
Please let me know. 

I look forward to seeing you in Jackson, March 19. 
Regards to Donna. 

LJ/b 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Lawrence Jackofsky 
Regional Director 



Mrs. L inLt a L. lo o 
Route 
P.O. Box 496 
McM.i.1 11 vil e, TH 37110 

De a r \ fr s . woo d : 

March 11, 1982 

Our AhC pub l "cation catalogue wa· sent to you but 
it did no t hav e the prjces. I am enclosi ng the 
p ric e li:t ·o r your information. 

Wit h warmest regard~, I am 

Si n c. e r,.dy, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



Mrs. Linda L. Wood 
Route 5 
P.O. Box 496 
McMinnville, TN 37110 

Dear Mrs. Wood: 

March 9, 1982 

We have your recent letter and it was good to hear from you. 
Let me assure you that we will seek to be of assistance to 
you in every way possible. 

The UAHC has a number of reaional offices throughout the country. 
In many of these regions we also have Outreach coordinators. 
Inasmuch as I do not know of the exact location of McMinnville, 
Tennessee, it would be helpful if you could tell me what large 
city you are near. Our Tennessee congregations, depending on 
geographic locale, are serviced by offices in St. Louis, Washington, 
Dallas and/or Miami, therefore it would help to know a bit more 
about the location of McMinnville. 

In any event I am enclosing herewith a catalogue of UftHC pub­
lications. I will check off those which I feel would be helpful 
for you and your children in regard to answering questions about 
Judaism. Once I have a better idea of your location I can seek 
to put you in touch with either an Outreach coordinator or a 
rabbi in your area. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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