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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1994 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for taking time to share your thoughts with me 
concerning Jonathan Pollard's petition for commutation of his 
sentence. 

After personally reviewing the matter, I decided to deny 
Jonathan Pollard's application for executive clemency . I made 
this decision after taking into account the recommendation of 
the Attorney General and the unanimous views of law enforcement 
and national security agencies. I also considered Mr. Pollard's 
argument that he is deserving of a shorter prison sentence 
because he spied for a friendly nation. However, I believe 
that the enormity of his crime, the harm his actions caused 
to our country, and the need to deter those who might consider 
taking similar actions warrant his continued incarceration. 

I appreciate your concern about this serious matter. 

Sincerely, 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

August 19, 1994 
12 Elul 5754 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

With the matter of Jonathan Pollard's clemency petition 
soon to be brought to your attention once more, and 
knowing that he will be eligible for parole next year, 
I write once again to urge your serious review of his 
situation. 

The November 1993 Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, at which delegates of 
our more than 850 Reform synagogues and 1.3 million 
Reform Jews of the United States and Canada, over
whelmingly passed a resolution urging that Jonathan 
Pollard's sentence be commuted to time already served. 
At that time, I wrote to you and requested your serious 
consideration of his case. Jonathan has already been 
incarcerated for a much longer period of time than 
would represent a typical sentence for an offense 
comparable to h i s. 

Once again, I implore you to contemplate the Pollard 
case with great care and compassion. As a matter of 
fact, you might wish to consider endorsing the granting 
of parole when he becomes eligible for such action next 
year. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The President 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 18, 1994 
11 Elul 5754 

With the matter of Jonathan Pollard's clemency petition 
soon to be brought to your attention once more, and 
knowing that he will be eligible for parole next year, I 
write once again to urge your serious review of his 
situation. 

The November 1993 Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, at which delegates of our 
more than 850 Reform synagogues and 1.3 million Reform 
Jews of the United States and Canada, overwhelming passed 
a resolution urging that Jonathan Pollard's sentence be 
commuted to time already served. At that time I wrote to 
you and requested your serious consideration of his case . 
Jonathan has already been incarcerated for a much longer 
period of time than would represent a typical sentence for 
an offense comparable to his. 

Once again, I implore you to contemplate the Pollard case 
with great care and compassion. As a matter of fact, you 
might wish to consider endorsing the granting of parole 
when he becomes eligible for such action next year. 

With kindest greetings, am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The President 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 18, 1994 
11 Elul 5754 

With the matter of Jonathan Pollard's clemency petition 
soon to be brought to your attention once more, and 
knowing that he will be eligible for parole next year, I 
write once again to urge your serious review of his 
situation. 

The November 1993 Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, at which delegates of our 
more than 850 Reform synagogues and 1.3 million Reform 
Jews of the United States and Canada, overwhelming passed 
a resolution urging that Jonathan Pollard's sentence be 
commuted to time already served. At that time I wrote to 
you and requested your serious consideration of his case. 
Jonathan has already been incarcerated for a much longer 
period of time than would represent a typical sentence for 
an offense comparable to his. 

Once again, I implore you to contemplate the Pollard case 
with great care and compassion. As a matter of fact, you 
might wish to consider endorsing the granting of parole 
when he becomes eligible for such action next year. 

With kindest greetings, am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The President 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 18, 1994 
11 Elul 5754 

With the matter of Jonathan Pollard's clemency petition 
soon to be brought to your attention once more, and 
knowing that next year he will be eligble for parole, I 
write once again to urge your serious review of his 
situation. 

The November 1993 Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, at which delegates of our 
more than 850 Reform synagogues and 1.3 million Reform 
Jews of the United States and Canada, overwhelming passed 
a resolution urging that Jonathan Pollard's sentence be 
commuted to time already served. At that time I wrote to 
you and requested your serious consideration of his case. 
Jonathan had already been incarcerated for a much longer 
period of time than would represent a typical sentence for 
an offense comparable to his. 

Once again, I implore you to contemplate the Pollard case 
with great care. As a matter of fact, you might wish to 
consider endorsing the granting of parole when he becomes 
eligible for such action next year. 

blah blah blah ... 



The President 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 18, 1994 
11 Elul 5754 

With the matter of Jonathan Pollard's clemency petition 
soon to be brought to your attention qnce more, and 
knowing that next year he will be eligble for parole, I 
write once again to urge your serious review of his 
situation. 

The November 1993 Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, at which delegates of our 
more than 850 Reform synagogues and 1.3 million Reform 
Jews of the United States and Canada, overwhelming passed 
a resolution urging that Jonathan Pollard's sentence be 
commuted to time already served. At that time I wrote to 
you and requested your serious consideration of his case. 
Jonathan had already been incarcerated for a much longer 
period of time than would represent a typical sentence for 
an offense comparable to his. 

Once again, I implore you to contemplate the Pollard case 
with great care. As a matter of fact, you might wish to 
consider endorsing the granting of parole when he becomes 
eligible for such action next year . 

blah blah 



-- -------- ---------------

ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
October 21 - October 25. 1993 - San Francisco 

AN APPEAL TO PRESIDENT CLINTON TO 

COMMUTE JONATHAN POLLARD'S SENTENCE TO TIME SERVED 

Background: 

Jonathan J. Pollard was sentenced to life in prison after pleading 

guilty to one count of delivering classified information to a 

foreign government. Israel. Mr. Pollard has served over seven 

years in solitary confinement. 

In no way do we condone breaking the law and we do not claim that 

Jonathan Pollard is innocent of the crime he was charged with. 

However. his sentence is grossly disproportionate to sentences that 

others have received for comparable espionage offenses. Only those 

who spied for enemy nations have received life sentences. No other 

individual convicted of disclosing information to an ally has 

received such a sentence. A more typical sentence for an offense 

comparable to Pollard's is considerably less than the seven and a 

half years he has already served . 

Many religious and community leaders and organizations have 

supported the reduction of commutation of Jonathan Pollard's 

sentence. including the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

THEREFORE, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations resolves to: 

1 . Ask President Clinton to commute Jonathan Pollard's sentence 

to time served. 

-21-



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

One Page Fax 

To: Carol Pollard 

August 18, 1994 
11 Elul 5754 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

By all means, you have permission to use the UAHC letter 
to President Clinton. We will also send another letter to 
him and once it is prepared we'll share a copy with you. 

Unfortunately, our ties to South Africa are not that 
close. The Union represents Reform congregations of the 
United States and Canada and contact with South Africa is 
somewhat peripheral, thus I don't believe we can be 
helpful in this area. 

Warm good wishes. 



MEMORANDUM 

Date: August 18, 1994 

From: Rabbi Eric Yoffie ~ 
To: Rabbi Alexander H. Schindler 

Re: Carol Pollard's letter 

1. I see no reason why she should not use our letter. We have 
shared it with other eople, and therefore it is in effect a public / 
document. 

2. I see no reason why we should not write another letter. We 
have a Biennial resolution on this matter. Hy own inclination 
would be not to focus solely on commutation, but also to ask the 
President to consider recommending parole when it comes up next 
year. Host Jewish organizations will take this approach. 1 

3. I am reluctant to make any promises regarding South Africa, 
unless you have personal relations with Reform leaders there, or 
unless Cliff Kulwin would be willing to undertake this on our 
behalf. I know very little about our ties to Reform congregations / 
there, but I do not believe that they are particularly close. 

4. I am not an expert on the Aldrich Ames case, but this was 
discussed on a recent NJCRAC conference call, and most people felt 
that the argument being made linking the Pollard and Ames cases was ~ 

very weak. 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,,n·" SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

,,1;,'~~;>J 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
'."lj:''-,Y)NJ 
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Carol Pollard 
86 Federal Street 
Hamden, CT 06514 

(203) 281-3373/ (203) 281-4220 (Fax) 
August 16, 199 

Memorandum 

From: Carol Pollard ~ 
To: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

14!002/ 014 

Thank you for faxing your letters and memorandum to me. I will 
make them part of our file. Can the "official" UAHC letter be used as part 
of our submission for Clinton's reconsideration of the Jonathan's 
clemency petition? 

1 talked with Jonathan last night, and he asked about two matters: 
(I) Can the UAHC officially, on letterhead, again write to President Clinton 
asking that he re-examine the case. (If you mention the size of the 
organization in this new letter it would be most beneficial.); and (2) Can 

you contact your groups in South Africa to ask that they initiate a 
resolution on the Pollard case from the South African Board of Deputies, 
and, if successful, initiate a letter sent from that body to President 
Mandela urging him to write a letter to President Clinton seeking 
commutation of Jonathan's sentence. The Wiesenthal Center letter, which 
is attached, could be used as a sample letter. 

I am also attaching the latest materials for your perusal. The 
article entitled ''Stop Punishing Jonathan Pollard for the Crimes of 
Aldrich Ames" has been submitted for publication, so for the present, this 
article is just for your Information. The letter to President Clinton from 

Hollywood personalities is not yet complete and should not be distributed 

to anyone. 

Thank you for your help, and I await your response! 

/cp 
Attachments 



08 / 17 / 94 10:19 '5'2032814220 Cit. for Justice ~ 003 / 014 

l111WM1"l1Hl,t ,.,, ... ,,_ 
IOAlD OP nusnu 

Suiaellcllll,q 
C-.ll'llltl 

AJ,n Cudm 
c.~..,. 
.Ntl1onhhl 
C.Ch/MM 

labl,i Altrah• C:00,. 
Adllim,-. 

l>r. Gtrafd Mllipis 
Dim,f, 

laMlllC1pttH.MIJ 
,--n..., 

StNnlvdcn 
JH,NIW, .W l lb :A■t _,,._, 

Mtrlene P. Hlat 
Dlllcfl,.~ .,..,.._, 

Avta'-fir• 
,wm.,P,M;sJJ4,.,,. 

Wa:IITruk 
••• 1111w1rc;., 

lablli J:)llicl l.1nd11 
DNot,IIMia.i 
la--,,.,,,,, 

)lnle1Pn1er 
11"-1, DII .,_, 

........ ,..~ 
UGIOMAL omc:u 

UMdalatai ,.,,...,.,,,._ 
111 .. w.i 

M....,_ l'Jllffla, 

W1nLNfflk 
fmiffll.DJndor 

SlladuPtftll 
C.-lllll>ll'RIDI' ,.,,,.., .. 

Sal Llran.tn ~.-,.,, 
SW...$eulll 
...,..DiNftt , .... 
lhlllz.tlff 
~ 

July 26. 1994 

Bill Climm 
Pre&iw. of The United States 
Thi White HOUie 
1600 Penmylvania Aveme 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Presidc:nt: 

On behalf of our 385.000 ccmmtulrlt U.S. ftnwics, ti. SJmoD Wiesembtl Carer Joma 
with all Americam In upm,q itl aratkude for your admiDistnticm'1 role In helpinc 
to bring topthor llrul'1PrimeMhdatcrRabinm11ordlll'I D,a HluleJn at die White 
House. n. Wubfnaton Declaration clearly tipJ• tbat die nm Slap on tbe loq road 
to Middle P.aK paace hu been tlbn. 

In thia t:JeW en. it ii thmet'on wholly appropriata tbat the 1adertbip ·of the Jewilh 
community once apm reiterates ill c:a1l to you ro reevalnata lbe cue of Jonatbln 
Pollard. 1bil young num violalld U.S. law becauu he thaugbt by doma 10 ho wowd 
serve the cauM of peace. He i1 not ammtly a threat to tba secm1ty 0f tbD United 
Stata. Further. be 1111 tdmiffect bis pill and taken tbll mpomibllity for his 
misdeeds. 

The Sin1rm '\VielembeJ ecm. tblrefore ub ym on tbl eve of JUI 40th bU1hclay to 
&1ve Jonathan PolJud a chance to Jl&ve a memiqfql life ourside of plilOD. Whatever 
siana]J were mllllt to be eome,ed to Imel and to odm poradal Amartrm spiel, we 
believe tbay have aka4y bllu delivered. Now ii a dml for you to exercl• a measure 
of compu,fon for tldl fOW11 man, a measure which will be welcomed by the emire 
Am.ertcm Jewilh comnmity. 

Sin0eroly, 

~--~ • 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper ftNl.lt• brand flXnnamlnll ,-no 7171 
Maocil~Dean ~ 

RAC:11 

1aru■1d111al H•••\unu1 
'7f0 Wen P(co 1 .. wl1•.r4, LOI Aasclu, Callfouia fOOU-47U • JU,UJ.fOH fu 310.277.JUI 
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stop P\Uliabing JoAatllan Pollar4 for tlL• crilles o~ Aldriob ••• 
I 
1; 
I 

i: 
\. 
' 

'I'he case of Aldrich Ames - the Soviet DOla working as the chief of one of ! 

the C.I.A.'s Soviet counter-intelligence units - reads 1ike a spy novel, ,: 

It is therefore not surprising that Ames has been the subject of tremendoU9i 

Jnedia coverage, including two recent front page stories in the New York ji 

Time& and an article in the New York Times magazine section. , 

Unfortunately, a fascinating and critically important aspect of the Ames •• 

case has large1y been overlooked by the meaia. It concerns a campaign of . 

disinformation that, for years, was aimed at shifting the blame away from : 

Ames for the arrest and execution of at least a dozen u.s. informant& in , 

the Soviet Union. Althouqh ltlnes was eventually caught, the person rumored. , 

to be responsible for the deaths is still paying the consequences. ! 

In Nove:znbar of 1985, Jonathan Pollard was arrest•d for pasaing to Israel 

classified materials concerning various Arab states, ■uch as Iraq, Syria I 

and Libya. In March of 1987 Pollard became the only American ever to be / 

sentenced to life for spying for an ally. Just a few month• before 

Pollard's arrest, Ames has now admitted that he transmitted to the Soviet 

Union the names of virtually every American and foreign operative in the 

Soviet union known to him. The consequences of this treacherous act only 

recently became known to the general public. But the tragic results of 

Ames'• betrayal were already being felt by the intelligence community at 

the time of Pollard's 8rrest. I 

A• Ames told the New York Time■, wrn '85, '86 as a result of the l' 
information I sold to the Soviets, it was as it neon 1ights and search i 

lights lit up all over the Kremlin, shown all the way across the Atlantic \ 

Ocean, •aying, 'There is a penetration.' No reaaonable counter- ' 

intelligence officer, FBI or the CIA, was under any doubt by the spring 0~1 

'86 that a penetration of S/E (the CIA'• Soviet/Eastern Europe operations : 

division headed by Allle&] was the single, most logical reason ~or the , 

diaaster that had occurred." 

In this type of atDosphere, with the intelligence community in a panic over 

their inability to locate the source of the penetration, ancl with Ames 1 

clearly quite interested in deflecting attention away from himself and ii 

focu■ad elsewhere, the arrest ot Jonathan Pollard :must have :been for Ame• I/ 

and others in the CIA like manna from heaven. Somebody made sure to 

capitalize on the opportunity. 
', 

There was never any evidence linking Pollard, in any way, with the deaths ' 

of u.s. informants. Pollard, after all, passed defensive information to an 

ally, Israel, about third party Arab states. Accordingly, the U.S. • 

government did not even allege that Pollard or anyone else in his position, 

having all the information Pollard had at his disposal, would have had any 

reason to believe that any of the information transmitted by Po11ard to • 

l&raal would or could cause injury to the United States. Indeed, nine 

years after Pollard's arrest, nobody has yet to cite one credible example 

of how Po11ard actually hurt this country . .But those who needed or found , 

it convenient to place the bl.am• on Pollard for our intel.ligance failures :: 

in the Soviet Union were not going to let the facts get in their way. 
I 

What followed was a campaign of rumors, planted stories and outright l.ies 11 

accusing Pollard, without any evidence, of crimes he was not .charged with : 

and dicl not co:mmit. This disinformation is typified by the chapter on : 

Pollard in Seymour Hersh's error tille4 book, "The Sampson Option." Herslt 

cites an anonymous "senior American intelligence official" who 11c0nfir•ed : 

that there have been distinct losses of human and technical intelligence !i 

E/t ' d 7t::l:l37 AN Ha lt>t2 28l 212 Wd62:2t t76, 2t ~ 
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. 
collection ability inside the Soviet Union that have been attributed, after 

extensive ana1y■ is, to Pollard." Hersch quotes another former CIA official 

as saying, "Where it hurts us is our agents beinq rolled. up and our ability 

to collect technical intelligence l:,eing shut doWn. 11 When the soviets founf 

out what Pollard was passing to the Israelis, "they shut down the source.''1
1 ,. 

The disin~ormation intensified at the end ot la•t year just when it ·: 

appeared that President ciinton was about to respond favorably to Pollard'~ 

petition. 'l'he President had stated publicly last November 12th that he was 

waiting for the recommendation of the Ju.■tice Department, bUt then added . ·: 

that, "I do not bave to follow that recommendation." An obviously planted : 

and well timed story in the OQcember 6 issue of~ magazine soon !' 

followed.. 

Time's •Inside Washington" column that week reported that, "As Xsrael 

presses the Clinton administration to tree Jonathan Pollard ... , Time has .1 

learned that one document Pol1ard is beli•vecf to have slipped to the •1 

I•raelia - though~ to have landed in Soviet hands, a1beit unintentionally f 
was a huge national security agency compendiwn of tregueneies used by 1•

 

foreign military and intelligence services ... Officials £ear that data in ,; 

this book was ao specific that its discovery may have eo•t informants thai!r 

liveatt (Italics added). It would, of course, be interesting to know froa ': 

whom Time learned this, and on the basis of what evidence was it 11thouqht''! 

:by tbair source that this compencliwn, "believed" to have been pas11ed to the 

Israelis, unintentionally ended up in Soviet hands. And, finally what was 1 

the logical rationale that would explain their "fear" of a linlcaga betveenl! 

Soviet knowledge of U.S. awareness of these tr•quencies and the deaths of · 

inforinants? 
: 
I 

After all, frequencies used by intelligence services are changed on a 

regular basis since it is generally assumed that it is only a matter ot 

time before the frequencies they are transaitting on will be discovered . . 

Moreover, not only would it not have come as any surprise to the Soviats :: 

that the United States wa• aware of radio frequencies used. by other ij 

intelligence services. The soviets actually already knew from John Walku 

the very technology used by the united states to break codes once the l1 

frequencies were discovered. 
I 1 
I: 
I • 

It is noteworthy that these rumors and the accusations ma~e against Pollaid 

all. suffer trom fatal flaws. Not only wae there never even a shred of ,, 

evidence ever produced to support the suggestion that the Soviets somehow: 

9ot their hands on the infontation Po1lard gave to Iarael. But no ;1 

reasonable explanation has ever been provided that could connect this ·, 

information to the deaths of U.S. informants; or that logically wtplained :! 

how the theoretical compromise of this information actually resulted in a#y 

harm to the United States. 
; 
I 

As ~•rry Agee, Pollard's superior 1n Naval :Intelligence, told Wolf Blitzer, 

Agee and another colleague at Naval Intelligence _were each suspicious of l 

the number of classified documents Pollard was taking home with him. 

Eventually they concluded that the information was almost certainly going·. 

to Israel. They reasoned. that in light of the materials involved, it was /. 

not something the soviets would be interested in. As Agee put it to 

Blitzer, "It didn't take a fool to find out that the Soviets were not 

buying back all their own information." 'I 

71£J37 AN Ha l~t2 28l 2t2 WdEE:2t 176, 21 9r1t:1 
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unrortunatel.y, the absence of any foundation or credible evidence to 1 • 

support the suggestion that Pollard waa responsible for the deaths of !' 

informants did not hinder the effectiveness of the vicious out ot court I, 

accusations leveled against him. One reason for thi■ is the tendency among ' 

:many to unquestionably accept whatever information is supplied by the I: 

intelligence community. And, from the standpoint of soma in the media, thl
1

: 

more sensational the accusation, the better. 
, 

In considering who wa■ behind this disinformation campaign, there are at '. 

least three poasibilitie■: 
, 
1· 

1. Ames was directly and primarily responsible. 
1· 

2. Ames had one or mora collaborators who either knowingly acted on his 

behalf or were unwittingly being maneuvered by hi.a. 

3. The campaign was a group effort within the CIA designed to either 

slander the reputation of ~•raeli ·intelligence and/or take the heat 

off U.S. intelligence for the series of unexplained intelligence 

mishaps Which had been occurring in the soviet Union. 

Aldrich Amea will continue to be questioned during the next few weeks in 

advance of his wite's August 26 •entencing. This would be an eapacially , 

appropriate time for tb.a senate and House Intelligence Comaittees to 

investigate not only why it took nine years to uncover Ames's activities, 

but who was involved in setting up Pollard as the fall guy for Ames's 

crimes. 

It may be that much time will pass before we find out the answers to thu 

question■. But whatever the explanation and whoever the culprit, Pollard 

continues to pay a terrible and undeserved price. Pollard has expressed 

remor■• for his actions and has acknowledged that, notwithstanding his 

motives of trying to protect an ally froa dire dangers, his actions could 

not go unpuniahed. But Pollard has already served tar longer than any 

other AJllerican who passed classified data to an ally or a neutral country, 

and longer than many spies ~or enemies of the United States. His continu~d 

incarceration for cri11es he did not ccmmrit and was not charged with is a I 

travesty of justice that is exacerbated with eaeh additional day that 

Pollard is forced to remain in prison. 
! . 

David KirshenbaWll, Esq. 

3308 Fourth street 
Oceanside, NY 11572 

(212) 782-2139 (Phone) 

(212) 782•2141 (Fax) 

,, 
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David Kirahenl>aum, Esq. 
3308 Fourth street 

Oceanside, NY 11572 
(212) 782-2139 (Phone) 

(212) 782•2141 (Fax) 

VXA AJL NW FM (202> 45G-2883 
Lloyd N. cutler, Esq. 
Special Counsei to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 2osoo 

subject: Jopathap J. Pollard 

Dear Kr. Cutler: 

August 4, 1994 

Thank you very much for taking the time to respond to my 

lettar regarding Jonathan Pollard. While I very much appreciate 

your response, I have a difficult time reconciling your 

explanation of the President's decision, not only with the 

particular facts of the Pollard case, but more so ~ith the 

original statement made by the President in rejecting Pollard's 

petition. 
. 

'I'he Pollard case is aurely not typical of the "hundreds of 

petitions for exeC\!tiva clemency" which have been submitted to 

the President during the past eighteen months. The Pollard 

affair is not, as ycu seem to suggest, si~ply a case of someone 

who has received a disproportionately harsh sentence. Clearly, 

tor example, there are many individuals who co11111it drug offenses 

who receive punishments far more severe than the average penalty 

imposed for such a crime. And there are a good number of drug 

offenders who have received, and will continue to receive, 

penalties more severe than that imposed in certain cases of 

murder. But one of the ~any distinguishing factors in the 

Pollard ca•• is that Pollard is in a party of Qilh Nobody 

sentenced before or after Pollard who spied for an ally or even a 

neutra1 country received a ■entence even remotely close to life. 

In addition to the fact that Pollard has been singled out 

from 111 others who have colnllli.tted similar offenses, what has 

added to the widespread anger and great consternation about 

Pollard's lite sentence are the following factors: 

(i) The breach by tbe government of its written plea 

agr•ement with Pollard and prosecutorial malfeasance by 

government lawyers which, in the opinion of Judge Stephen 

Wi1liams, resu1tad in 11a fundamental mis;carriage of justice.•• 

(ii) Strong suspicion5 about the veracity of the classified 

damage assessment of tormer Defense secretary Caspar Weinberger, 

who we know grossly misstated the facts in the redacted non

classified memorandum to the sentencing judge in the Pollard 

case, and who later perjured himaelf in testimony before 

congress. 

"l::1~37 AN HB tt•t2 28l 2't2 Wd82:90 t>Ei, V0 ~ 
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(iii) The confirmation earlier this year by Bobby Ray Inman 
0£ Pollard's long-held contention that the United States withheld 
critically important information trom Israel following Israel's 
bombing of Iraq's nuclear reactor. 

Civ) The wall■ of classifications erected by the government 
to shield fact■ not only tram tha public, but also from Polla~d 
and his counsel. In addition to the Weinberger •emorandum, the 
government refuses to release the following documents or 
information: 

(a) Les Aspin's letter to the President making the 
prepo■terous charge that Pollard tried to transmit classified 
information in 14 letters from prison; 

(b) the 14 letters referred to by Aspin, even in redacted 
form; 

(c) the recommendations to the President concerning 
Pollard's petition from Attorney General Reno and former Deputy 
Attorney General Heymann; and 

(d) the role played by Aldrich AD.es and other officials in 
the intelligence emtal)lishment in the disinformation campaign to 
place the blame on Pollard tor the crimes o01Dlnitted by Ames. 

These are some of the reasons why Pollard's petition, unlike 
the others before the President, enjoys the support of both U.S. 
Catholic Cardinals and Israel's Chief Rabbis, the European 
Parliament and members of the U.S. congress, Nobel Peace Pri2e 
Laureate Elie Weisel and former soviet Refuseniks, U.S. city 
councils and state legislatures, Hollywood personalities such as 
Gregory Peck, Jack Lemon and Jon Voight, liberal Democrats such 
as Robert Drinan and Benjamin Hooks and conservative Republicans 
such as Pat Robertson. 

Given all the national and international opprobrium 
surrounding the Pollard case, Prime Minister Rabin's pub1ic 
request that Pollard's life sentence be commuted to time served, 
the lingering distracting influence of Pollard's continued 
imprisonment on U.S. Israel relations, the gross 
disproportionality of Pollard's draconian sentence and 
suggeations of government misconduct in the Pollard affair, one 
would have thought and expected that the President would act to 
bring this sorry chapter to a close. But the President did not 
silnply passively fail to right a wrong. He became an active 
participant in the perpetuation of this injustice. 

Nothwithstanding the explanation you gave for the 
President's decision, Mr. Clinton's denial of Pollard's petition 
was not, in fact, originally presented in terms of the · 
President's exercise of self restraint in handling appeals for 
cle•ency. If we can analogize to petitions to the supreme Court, 
this was not simply a case of the denial ot certiorari in which 
the Court's denial has no precedential value. 

In considering Pollard's petition, the President had~ 
number of options. The President could have granted Pollard's 
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p•t1tion. He could have denied the petition on the kinds of 

philosophical grounds suggested in your letter, but have still 

passed tbe word, either exp1icitly or implicitly, that he 

recognized the merit in Pollard's petition. Or the President 

could have denied Pollard's petition without COJQlllent. 

The President, however, not only denied Pollard's petition, 

but he then proceeded to explain his rejection based, not on 

philosophical ground■ having to do with self-imposed restraints 

on th~ exercise of executive clemency, but on the merits of 

Pollard's case. By so doing, the President placed his illlPrimatur 

on Pollard's clearly aberrant life sentence. 

In speaking or the harm Pollard's action purportedly caused., 

the President ignored the fact that Pollard was never accused of 

acting to injure the United States. Indeed, nine years after 

Pollard's arrest, nobody has yet to explain or cite one exaJnple 

of how Pollard actually hurt this country, certainly not in any 

way that would begin to justify a life sentence. 

And the President's statement on March 23 took no cognizance 

of the fact that even the out of court leaks and accusations 

leveled ag•inst Pollard, accusing him of somehow being 

inadvertently reapon&ible for the deaths of U.S. agents, were 

wholly contrived and without foundation. •a now, ot course, know 

that the deaths of U.S. infor.111ants in the soviet Union and the 

associated intelligence disasters suffered by the United States 

were directly attributable to the traachery of Aldrich Ames. 

The President's suggestion that he rejected Pollard's 

petition because of the need for deterrence puts the Presidential 

seal of approval on a syste:m. of justice that, as I mentioned in 

my earlier letter, vary wrongly singles out one and only one 

individual out ot aany for particularly harsh treatment. 

In immediately accepting the recom:111endati0n of Janet Reno 

over that of Philip Heymann, and in rubberstamping the opinions 

of a highly discredited intelligence community in announcing the 

rejection of Pollard's petition, the President not only fai1ed to 

do justice in 1994. He also severely hurt Pollard'• chances even 

for parole in November 1995. 

You asked that I judge the President on his entire record. 

Yet as one who bad such hiqh hopes for this President, his 

handling of the Pollard case is a watershed event. He dealt with 

a critically important issue in the worst possible way. I very 

much want to feel again the way I used to a.bout Bill Clinton. 

But unless the Presidant takes the necessary action, be it 

publicly or quietly, to bring the Pollard case to an end in the 

very near future, his mishandling of this affair will remain, for 

me, and for ·so aany others across thi• country, the defining 

~oment of his presidency. 
Very truly yours, 

David Kirshen~aum 

ve·d lf::j~:37 AN 1-18 't1"'t2 213.l 212 Wdfx!:90 P6, P0 ~f'lf::j 
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Pollard: the US's Dreyfus 
A S Jonathan Pollard cele

brates his40th birthday to
day. his supporters won

dc r if hiJtOry may 1ccorJ his case 
as A.merica's Dreyfus affair. 

The two cases arc, of course, 
different in at least one respect. 
Dreyfus wa!- innocent and Pollard 
ha1- admitted his guilt. But guilty 
of what1 Unfortunately, with gov
ernment officials falscty condemn
ing Pollard of treason and other • 
crimes he was never even accused 
of. ·the comparison to the Dreyfus 
case cc1nnot be readily dismissed. 

The trngedy of former dcf 1mse 
secretary Les Aspin's flawed un
derstanding of the Pollard case is 
that Aspin was one of the key 
people advising President Clinton 
on Pollard's petition for commuta
tion. It was Aspin who made the 
outrageous charge, in a letter to 
the president, that Pollard tried to 
leak da5sified information in 14 
Jetten; from prison. (The Penta
gon refused to show that feller to 
Pollard's counsel, or any of the 
letters allegedly containing classl
fied inrom1ation. so that the pre
posterous charges could be 
refu1ed.) 

Aspin's re~nt comments at the 
Hebrew University, accusing Pol
lard of being "a traitor 10 his coun
try" expose his ~gnorance of fun
damental facts. Trea!ion is .clearly 
re~tricted to aiding the govern• 
ment or citiicnry of a foreign 
coumry that ii. involved in an 
armed conflict with the US. 

That Israel is not an enemy of 
the US but one of its closest allies 
was also not understood by Bobby 
Inman. Clinton'!i first choice . to 
i.-ucceed A spin as defense seen~• 
tary. Jn bis bizarre announcement 
withdrawing his nomination , In
man confirmed Pollard's Jong• 
held contention that the US had 

j 

ample of how Pollard hurl the US. 

ARNOLD FORSTER But those in the ddensi:i and 
intelligence communities who 
wanted to pul the squeeze on Pol

. l:1rd were nol going to let the facts 
withheld vita1 intelligence infor- . get in the.ir way. And so he was 
rnation from Israel. made the fall guy. perhap~ by r~-

Inman acknowledged, without c:ently convicted Soviet ma!iter ~l>Y 
apology, that be was so oucraged Aldrich Amc!I himself, for some
that lsrnel had the temerity to take how being responsible for the pre
cut Iraq's O!iirak nuclear rcac:tor viously unexplainable series of US 
in June 1981. that he ordered re- intelligence misha~ in tM Soviet 

Any fai-r appraisal· 
will lead to the 
con cf us ion that 

he has paid his 
debt and ought to 

be released 

strktioni. on intelligence-sharing 
with the Israelis. 

'fhe m<'>nil dilemma Pollard 
faced jn his work jn Naval Intelli
gence was thu~ a direct conse
quence of Jnman's auempt at n:
shaping US policy toward Israel. 

GIVEN THE nature of the special 
us.Jsrnel relationship and the fact 
that all the information supplied 
by Pollard related to third-p;srty 
Arab stater;, the government did 
not accuse Pollard of ;scling with 
intent to injure the tJS. Nor was 
there any eYidcn<..-e by which the 
gove.rnmcnc could show that 
someone in Pollard's posith)n 
would have had any rca~on to be• 
lieve that the informution be 
transmitted IC} Israel could cause 
injury to the US. 

indeed. nine years after Pol
lard's arre$l, nobody, including 
A.~in, has Jivcn om.: specific ex-

Union in the mid- and late 1980s. 
• Of course. we now know that it 
wa~ Ames who was responsible 
for, among other disasters. the 
collapse of the US intelligence ap
paratus and the compromising of 
all US informants in the Soviet 
Union. But inslead of acknowl
edging that they either spn::c1d or 
were foolct1 by misinformation, 
government officials like Aspin 
continue to make damning accusa
.tioni- about Pollard that fly in the 
face of the truth. 

Aspin is also entirely off base 
when he n1angk.s the f~c:t~ about 
PoUard's motive. The rccor<! 
shows that Pollard never a~kcd for 
money in exch~nge for the infor• 
mation he believed Israel needed 
for its defense. ln fact, for the fil~t 
six months. Pollard did not receive 
a cent for his services. The. idtn of 
payment came from the bracli~. 

Aspin's diatribe confirms what 
Pollard's i.upporters have long 
been arguin~. The pr<.' sident relied 
011 advisers who were grossly mis
informed. Jui.tkc demands that 
rhe president immediately recon
sider tl1e facts of the Pc.1Uard case . 
Any fair appr~isal will lead to 1he 
conclusion that Pollard h.1~ ,d
nmdy paid hi!- debt and that the 
time has come for his release . 

The writer is u New Yo,-k-ba.~t!d 
QIIOTl1~y. 

P~ r; lruu. 7, l'lf 1-
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. .-E·M· A·N:U .EL RACK MAN 
---~ 

A Plea ·for Pollard ·: ~ 0
'q~ 

An open letter to President 9lirtton \ 

seeking Cle7n!!ncy in ~his 'miscarriage of j~tic~ .. ' 

I 
am a rabbi and I pray often. More often than.rux my prayers more signifiamt, the two judges upheld the Pollard sentence 

. ~e_ ans:wered'. Per~ my words are more effective on • only f9I' reasons procedural rather than substantive. 
• some days than on others. Perhaps I will learn to ~pt I submit that you who are making so many of us rejoice that 

_ the will of the One whose reasons are beyond·my. fatti- every ~richorpoor. blackorwlilie, will one day have 
• : ommg. Bµt whci. I plead with a fellow human. ~ing and good medical care will not peanit two standards of justice in 

·am denied· what I .seek, I cannot reconcile. myself to the sur- our country- one for ,non-Jtws and a stricter one f.or· Jews. 
• rendel' 'of my reason oc my sense of justice. A man ~guishes ill.jail because of a combination of cir-

. ~ believe a · that I write not in anger but in anguish. . cumstances created by individuals on the propriety of whose 
1\vice I sel),t yo,i m~agcs that I believe· [funner • role in this case you- in your 00~titurlonal role 

White House Counsel] Bernard Nussbaum delivered -:- must give your own mdependent personal judg-
• toy~ And·.now I~~ my praying 'for the life aod ment. And one must scream that those most Ie-
• · frcc:doa1 of JoDathan Pollard, not next year, or toy~ spons1ble for his present !itatus characterized what 

. 'bet.ice, b~t now - •for~ sake and }'Otml, and for the be did as treason when-he was never even accused 
• sake ofour. country's honor. • • . . of it. - • 

First, I beg of you to beat in mind what our coun- • I wrote you ona: before that I am the rabbi who 
try's founding fathers had in mind wlien they grant- pleaded with Judge Jrvmg Kaufman not to give the 
ed you· as ·president of "the last best hope of tp.e earth" Rosenbergs the death sentence. He lived to regret 
the power to e:xerci.se clemency, a power that could not be dcl- . ~ failure to heed my_plca. In the Pollard case I cannot cease 
eg,$d. It was a power given precisely to avoid reliance upon to plead . • 
subordinates who to begin with were instrumental in 1hc "mis- I ask of you. please give niillicxi of American Jews-Jews 
~age of jµstice.~11 is JDC,isely this that I sc.ckof you. Please ~ to 1heir heritage as Americans and as Jews-cause 
look at it'from the perspective of xnilliom of~canJ~s .. for thailkfulness. ·I was a_ 00111,ge student when Sacco-and 
v-:hose. view I know tliu· I express. • . • Vanzetti were executed, and I cannot forict how sick I was • 

.American 1!tw geherally to~ no verdict of guilt to be when the real murderer confessed. I was ashamed of my 
sustained unless the jury is un~ Yet one judge out of belmed USA. In the Pollard case, the issuo is not guilt or in~ 
three of tho federal Court of Appeab descrlbed lbe Pollard case • nocence but uneqllaljustice, which is worse than death for tho 
as a miscamage of justice. An4 the two judges who disagreed victim. That he can still bear the stiain is miraalkrus. 
are C(M-eligionists of mine who ·appear to be_ -victims ~fan But many of us cannot be_ar the guilt of silence. And by 

.. un-Amerlc:an oh:sessiQQ that Jews mustneve( to1mte their per- oommnting his sentence to time served. no ~ -will be hurt. 
. sonal rmbarrassment or that of their fellow Jews~ of· The pmisbmeot will have been suffered, and out pride in the 

the behavior<# someone; in theit beloved countty, and if they equal justice of the American legal order will have been re-
• do so, the-ofienders.fW?ldd pay heavily f.orthcir behavior, EYen st.oied. And you will have proven yourself to be the man of 

Rabbi-E!Pnael .A I ca/w,rn nm dirw tima a mo,uJ,. . . courage·we hold you to be.□ . . . . 

\ 

•, .. 
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August 11, l 994 11W Jewish News 

~6-
As Pollard turns 40, supporters 
revive efforts to ·win his freedom 
By.__,, Yudeleon 
JMM Tt!l'lraplric Al•""Y 
NEW YORK- As Ionathan 
Pollard turned 40 on Sunday, Aug. 
7, supporters of the American Jew 
who spied for Imel wue gcarbl& 
up for several more rowids in 1bc 
struule 10 release him from his 
life senrence. 

To mark his birthday, the more 
than 350 chapters of Citizens fa.
Justice for I onathan Pollard held 
rallies and lc:Ucr-writinc campaigns 
across the country. 

1'he cans for solidarity went as 
far as Israel where some 40 
Women in GRen, joined by New 
York rabbi and activist Avi Weiss 
and other. supporters, held a soli
darity rally across from the U.S. 
Coniulate in Iausalem. 

"Jonathan has never been so 
psychologically down as he is DOW, 
even though he is io the [leas 
restrictive:] Buder facility," Weiss 
told the rally. "lf anydring can help 
him, pcmaps it is the knowledge 
that be has supp0l1lerl." 

Weiss cal1cd on Prime Mini.tu 
Yitzbak Rabin to continue to~ 
~quietly" for Pollanl"s release, 
while a Jetter of support from 49 
Knesiet members from across 1hc 
politic,1 speclnlm was read oot to 
the gathering. 

Whal all the voiees for Pollard 
across the political speclNm and 
the continent are seeking is 
demency for the fonner Navy 
intelligence analyst · who wu 
a.mated in 1985 and sentenced in 
1987. 

The campaign in the U.S. hu 
recently garnered support from 
Hollywood celebrities, as well as 
from the leadership of the 
Conference of PresidelllS of Major 
American Jewish Organizations. 

On the legal front, meanwhile, 

Pollaro'a 111l1portet5 881 consider
ing a new appeal, • Arid· Ibey have 
)1st received what they .-e taking 
as a sign lhat;Presiddlt Bill Clinton 
may be open to reconsidering 
clemency for follanf. • •. 

ClinlDII ll!l'lll!d down a clemen
cy request in Marclt; ·saying his 
decision reflecteci:'".the grave 
natur:e" of Pollanl 's offense and 

~ . .' 

klhe considerable damage that his 
actions caused our nation. M 

But Osol Pollanl, who bas been 
leading the fi&ht for her brothet's 
fm:dom as lhe head of Cilhcns for 
Justice, say, a supporter recently 
received a letlel' from the White 
Hause that save a glimmer of 
hope. 

Accordin& to Carol Pollard, 
White HOIIIC cOU111CI Lloyd Cutler 
wrote that Clinton's denial of 
clemency was based on ~ best 
infonnation at !hat time.~ 

In a telephone interview from 

her home in Connecticut, Carol 
Pollard described the tone of the 
letter u much more positive than 
!hat found in previous letters from 
the White House. 

She said she interpreted lhe let
ter as an indlc:alion that Clinton is 
open to reconsidering his decision. 

She said the Cutler letter indi
cated thai in ocdcr to review lhe 
decision, Pollard must s11bmit a 
r:enewed clemency request. Carol 
Pollard said lhlt me and her broth
er'11 lawyers plan to do so immedi
lllely. 

While she would not disclose 
details, Carol Pollard said that 
Pollard's Jawycn have "new mate
rial" that could provide grounds to 
reopen the case. A IOU,:ce cl01e to 
the Pollard family said some of 
that evidence emerged from the 
case of former CIA employee and 
masa spy Aldrich Ames. Toe case 
will also r:elate to allegation.\ by 
fcmicr defense semwy Les Aspin 
that Pollard had sent 14 letter& con
taining clalllificd information from 
his prison cell. 

Opponents of an early release 
for Pollani have contended that the 
information he zave Israel could 
have reached the KGB through 
Ruman spies in Israel. But Ames, 
the highest ranting official to 
betray his country, was found 
guillf of selling information direct
ly to rile former Soviet Unio11, thus 
obviatin& the need for a Pollard 
Id to Moscow. Ames is also serv
inc a life scntence. • 

One of the c:entral points raised 
by Jonathan Pollard's 1upportcrs 
has been thal die classified infor
mation passed to Israel by the lhcn
Navy analyst had, in fact, been 
promised to Israel, but was 
improperly held back. 

See POUARD page 19 
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This arcument received new 
credence recently in the wake of 
lhe abonive nomlnalioa of former 
CIA chief Bobby Ray 1Dmao to be 
Clintoo's defense secretary urlier 
this year. • • 

Inman soon withdrew llis name 
from consideration, citing media 
conspiracie, apinst him. 

Io discussina his ref11sal to 
accept lhe post, he admitted to hav-

• ing cut back oo American intelli
gcllCC satellite ,baring with Israel 
when he was at the CIA. 

New York Titnes col11mois1 
William Safinl, who Inman cmd.as 
a reason for hi■ withdrawal, 
charpd that ~Inman·• alrimoa also 
later contributed ro the excessive 
~ncing of Jonadlan Pollard." 

Carol Pollad indic:aled that the 
infonnation revealed by Inman 
also constitutu one of 1he pieces of 
new evidence she hopes will con
vince a court IOR-hear lhe i;uc. 

The one topic Carol Pollard 
refuses 10 discuss It her new 1ills
in-law, Blaine Zeit1 Pollard, who 
married JOllllhan Pollard in priloo 
earlier dris year. 

Carol Pollard is clearly not 
hBllPY about the silllation, but ~ 
wili 1101 say why. 

Pollan!', new wife is consid
ered to be a mem~ of the more 
extreme pro-Pollud camp. 

Cit . for Justice 
.. ,;. ..... 

_- - - -lfu~ Polla.id campaign is gar- • 
nering strenglh in ocher powerful 
circle5. Amon& lbe lamst ID sign Oil 
to a request for commulina 
Pollud's sentence to time served 
are Jon Voight, Jack Lemmon, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Grego.ry Peet, 
Barbara Hershey, Merv Adelson 
and Roddy McDowelL 

Als~ in Los Angeles, Rabbi 
Abs-~ Cooper, associate !lean 
of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
1w been active on Pollard's behalf. 

Cooper recently wrote to 
Clintolt, suggesting that the 
Washington Declaration of non
belli~elicy between Jordan and 
Israel signaled an occasion for "the 
leadership of tlie Jewish communi
ty" to te.ltcra!e" its call ''to re-evalu
ate the case of Jonathan Pollard." 

Voight, lhe ~. m:ently wrote 
a letter to Pollard, describin& how 
he had been in close touch with 
Cooper. He also said he had met• 
Pollard's family. 

Urging Pollard to maintain his 
"will to live," Voight wrote: "My 
dream is !hat your energy will be 
interwoven into the energy of 
men like Moses, and it would be 
like a ray of sunshine. When the 
1un lhines, lhia energy will shine 
upon the new children of the uni
verse." 

Meanwhile, Lester Pollaclc and 
Malcolm Hoenlein, chair and exec
utive vice chair, respectively, of 

. the Conference of PretidenlS, last 
monlh visia=d Pollard at his Butler, 
NC. prillOII. It was the firat visit by 
the CoafeRnce of Pre1idenls. 

Carol ~. who speaks often 
with her brodlet" on the telephone, • 
said he thollght the visit WCJll Well. 

For her part, Carol Pollard 
seems int.ent on healing the fissures 
that surfaced last year, just as 
Clinton was COMidering the com
mutation decision, between those 
who thought J<JD8lhan Pollard acllCd 
properly and was WfOllgly impris
oned, and those who thought that 
&!though whal he did was wrong, 
be bad served enough time. 0 

la!014 / 014 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

4 Page Fax 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

August 15, 1994 
8 Elul 5754 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Carol Pollard 

The enclosed two letters, as promised, are for your files. 
The first dated September 28 was a personal letter from me 
to the President. I gave that to Seymour Reich but I did 
not make a public release of that statement because the 
leadership of our organization as not on board and I did 
want to be in a confrontational position with them in the 
public arena. 

The second letter was sent immediately after our Biennial 
Assembly and was released to the press. 

As far as the "Mandela letter"is concerned, as I told you 
we have no working relationship with him and while I met 
him together with a great many other people when he 
visited the United States, my name will mean nothing to 
him . For all I know it may well be counter productive for 
he might say "who are these American Jews to tell me what 
to do?" 

I really feel that it is best left to the South African 
Jews and their Board of Deputies, of which our Progressive 
congregations are a part, and as could be expected in its 
liberal wing with the best contacts with the group around 
Mandela. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

November 11, 1993 
27 Heshvan 5754 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

Last month, the Biennial Assembly of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations was held in San 
Francisco. Approximately 4000 delegates attended, 
representing 875 congregations and 1.25 million 
members. We were honored to welcome your wife as our 
guest, and to hear her address on the issue of health 
care. 

Our delegates approved a number of resolutions, in
cluding an appeal that you commute the sentence of 
Jonathan Pollard to time served. 

Our resolution noted that in no way do we condone 
breaking the law, and neither do we claim that Mr. 
Pollard is innocent of the crime with which he is 
charged. However, his sentence is grossly dispro
portionate to sentences that others have received for 
comparable espionage offenses. No other individual 
convicted of disclosing information to an ally has 
received such a sentence. A more typical sentence for 
an offense comparable to Pollard's is considerably less 
than the seven and a half years he has already served. 

As you know, many religious and community leaders and 
organizations have supported the reduction or commut
ation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence, including the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. 



President William J. Clinton -2- November 11, 1993 

Mr. President, I understand that you are to consider 
this matter in the near future. I urge you to show 
compassion for Mr. Pollard and to respond positively to 
our appeal. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBRE·w CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

September 28, 1993 

Alex Schindler to Seymour Reich 

Please don't make any public release of my letter, it was 
sent as a personal message and I do not want any 
distribution given to it. 

The reason us simply: I do not want to get into a 
confrontational position with my leadership in the public 
arena. 

Many thanks. 



. ,, 

Fax CC To Seymour Reich 

Seymour -- Ju~ to remind you this letter was sent as a 
private individual and was not on the UAHC Letterhead ... 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 28, 1993 
13 Tishri 5753 

AMS 

This sacred season for the Jewish people is a time of 
introspection and the situation of Jonathan Pollard has 
weighed heavily on my mind. He has been paying a rather 
high penalty for his acknowledged wrong-doing and I 
believe that it is time to offer him forgiveness and a new 
beginning. 

I am writing to you as a private citizen and on a personal 
level to urge that his sentence be commuted to time 
already served. 

It is my fond hope you will give serious thought to this 
request and find it in your heart to provide Jonathan 
Pollard with a chance to be renewed and restored to a 
productive life. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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The President 

A8AAHAM M. FOXMAN 

a.u UNITRD NATl0NI ,1.•i• 

Naw YOIIIIC, "'SW \'0111( tD0\7 

S.ptember 16, 1993 

The White Houa• 
Wuhlngton, 00 20500 

Although I have wrttten to you before In my capacity as 

National Olrootor of 1h• Antl-Otfamatlon League, i~ thla latiar I 

epNk not for AOL but only for myeelt. 1 benev• the time hae 

come for you to Qrant oltmanay to Jonathan Pollard and 

commute his sentence to th• tJme already .. rved, and I urge you 

to do 10. 

This week. u you know, markl the b'Qilning of the 

Jewtah New Year, At reotnt mom.mcus aventa vividly demon

strated, ft 1a a seaaon of new begnnlnge around ~ world and 

an appropriate time to offer forgiveness to tnOH who have 

tranagrdted. 

There II no quNtlon that what Pollard did was wrong, 

ano cannot be )Uatlfftd. Ho~er, ha hU acknowledged his 

transgreaelone, Md he h.- paid • ateep prlct for t~•m. Poflard1 

toe, deurvee forgiven ... , and a chance to 1urn the page and 

begin• new chapter In his !He. I hope you wlll giv& him that 

chanoe. 

Sincerely, 

Abraham H. Foxman 

AHF:aaj 

--· · · - - •--•·· 

D • • · - - - • - -- - ••• •• - • -
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SENT BY!DREYER & TRAUB : 9-22-93 : 5:00PM : 
I , 21266 12865-+ 

2,2 ... 
3107884471:# 3 
6612855: # 2 • SENT BY:Xerox Telecopie r 7021 : 9-15-93 :12:24PM l 

Melvin S.lbert 

Anderson. ICIII, 01:ck &. Osh ln .. lcy 
666 Third ~nur 
New~~. NY 10017 
i212l 850.0298 

The President 
The White Houta 
WMhlngton. CC 20600 

Dear Mr. Pruldant: 

8eptember 15, 1983 

On tha eve of Rosi'! Hashanlh and Yom Klppur, the holiest days In the Jewish 
calendar. I write to you u a prfvtte citizt.n wtth rea1rd to Jonathan ,Pollard, 

M you may know, the Af'lU.OttamatJOn League. Which I aotv1 ea Nation11 ChairMlf\ 

datarmlned aom•lm• IQ0, u 1n lnltltUUonal matter, not to lnvoMt Itself n Pollard'• cue 
~cause It found no probltlvt evidenct cf anti-StmltJam In hll sentencing. h now II my 
peraonal view that ,a sartoua II hla Q'irnl WU, Jonathan Pollard h'8 paid hll debt to 1odety. 

To aay the world hu changed profoundly In the y.ar• ,1n~ Jonathan Polard1
, . arrest 

II an underltltemenl The SOYlat Union no long1r exlstai th• United StatN and Ruula art 
working together. the lsraell and the PLO art now talking to NOh .other and are comm~d to 

rec:onclllatlon. At this seuon of new beginning• and forglvene• for paat transgraaalona end 
In your words on Monday of this week, • .. ,let ue go from thll plaoe to oelebrate the dawn of a 
new era., .•, let Pollard'• appeal for 01emency receive your favorable consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~1!1'4 
MS:uj 
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16 : 12 Cit. for Ju~tlre ~001 001 

Time to free 
Jonathan Pollard 

•. He's a·chwhp_,'not a.champ .· ·. ·. 
\'i i'ke Tyson. tom·,i;,r bo)(er and ~011,·k1ed r11plst: h~11 Jolttn a 

promotion . No l onwer IM!"C'l}' a 1:c;-lt:brated ath!~te, he's suddtm• 
?}· a ~iiltu rnl kon, The r,rooP Jl·!cr. and v.·omen ill ovcir tov.•n are 
~porlin i ~h lrU a.ho-.·in, Ty~cr, ~queezing out or hi$ J.ill cell 
u'..,01,,e lho capUc,n "J'll be b&tk." . ', • • 

' . . ... ·1-·- · 

• c:-J · ... _ .... , 
. 
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Herbert M. Levetown 
Bernel Chemical Co. Inc. 
174 Grand Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 

Dear Mr. Levetown: 

April 23, 1993 
2 Iyar 5753 

Thank you for writing to share with me your disap
pointment on learning that the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations has not joined other American Jewish 
organizations in seeking to gain a re-evaluation of 
Jonathan Pollard's sentencing. The matter was 
thoroughly discussed, and I want to share with you the 
reason for our position . 

This matter was brought before the Commission on Social 
Action of Reform Judaism following an appearance by 
Carol Pollard with the Commission's Executive Com
mittee. The Commission debated the matter for several 
hours, with the participation of many attorneys and two 
federal judges, who helped to clarify the legal issues 
involved. When a resolution which recommended commut
ation came to a vote, it was defeated by 26 to 4. In 
this connection, you should know that the Commission 
consists of lay leaders and rabbis, and representatives 
of all Reform affiliates as well as leaders from Reform 
communities around the country. 

The debate was lengthy, serious, and thorough. The 
matter was considered from every perspective, and all 
points of view were discussed. The particular issue 
which your resolution mentions - - the matter of 
sentencing - - was also very carefully examined; the 
Commission took note of the fact that while some people 
accused of similar crimes have received lesser 
sentences, others accused of such crimes have received 
harsher sentences. It really isn't possible to 
summarize in a few words the full discussion at the 
Commission but if you wish, I would be happy to send 
you the minutes of the meeting. 



-2-

This difficult case has elicited a great deal of 
emotion on both sides. Many leaders of the Jewish 
community support commutation at best, a lesser 
sentence at least. At the same time, most Jewish 
leaders and organization do not. The special committee 
established by NJCRAC - - the community relations 
umbrella body of the Jewish community - - has refrained from endorsing commutation or even a lesser sentence. 
They feel it best to hold off making any pleas in 
Pollard's behalf until such time as he is up for 
parole. 

I firmly believe the Commission did everything possible to give this matter full and fair consideration. We 
do. of course, recognize that not everyone will agree 
with our course of action . Please don't hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions to pose. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



174 Grand Avenue Englewood, NJ 07631 201 569-8934 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, U AH C 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 

It was with regret and di s appointment that 
th e Board of Trustees of Beth Chavairuth learned 
lack of public support for Jonathan Pollard. 

8 E R N E L 

Chemical Company Inc 

April 8, 1993 

the members, and 
of the U AH C 's 

We cannot understand tli e lack of cornpR ss ion on the part of 
Reform Judaism's leading o rganization in not s upporting the 
growing groundswell of Jewish organizations suc h as B ' nai B'rith. 
The Wo :·\ j Jewish Congress and the Cc>ntral Confere11re of /,i.:cric-an 
Rabb i ' s i n as k i n g f o r a co mm u t a t i on o f Po 1 1 a r d ' s I i f e s en t enc e . 
His crime being of a much le sse r natur e than those who committed 
treason against the United Statc-s . Why should we allow Ch es t e r 
Weinberger' s vindictivenes s against Pollard con tinue to silence 
our outcry against thi s injustic e . We s h ou ld h e rai s in g our 
voices to the entire Ameri ca n Population, m..iking lhPm aware of 
this outrageous sentence. Mur-derer·s and r·api s t s a r e paroled 
a f t c r co mm i I t i n g III o r e h <' i n o u s c r i nH' s . Po I I a r d o n I y g a v e t o 
J s 1·a<> l what ha<l been promi ,~c<l . and th en withdra wn b ,y tht> 
WPinbergers. 

Tli e facts s hould b e p ub ! i :; ltl'd and th e ll .\ II C s hould 1, p ir1 

t h c f o r e f r on t. We a t I3 e t I I Ch a v a i r 1 it l I Ii op c .) o : i 1, i I l t a k C' t h i s 
j l l i f j ;J t i V C • 

HI-/// 
H e r- b e r t ~1 . L C' v e t 
\1c 111h Pr . Board of T1·1 i s l l'<'~; 

ncth C:l1avairutli 



. -

January 5, 1993 
12 Tevet 5753 

Lawrence J. Elish, President 
Central Synagogue of Nassau County 
430 De Mott Avenue 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570-1815 

Dear Mr. Elish: 

Thank you for sharing with me the unanimous Resolution of 
the Board of Trustees of Central Synagogue which calls 
upon the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to join 
other American Jewish organizations in seeking a re
evaluation of Jonathan Pollard's sentencing. 

This matter was brought before the Commission on Social 
Action of Reform Judaism following an appearance by Carol 
Pollard with the Commission's Executive Committee. The 
Commission debated the matter for several hours, with the 
participation of many attorneys and two federal judges, 
who helped to clarify the legal issues involved. When a 
resolution which recommended commutation came to a vote it 
was defeated by 26 to 4. In this connection, you should 
know that the Commission consists of lay leaders and 
rabbis, and representatives of all Reform affiliates as 
well as leaders from Reform communities around the 
country. 

The debate was lengthy, serious, and thorough. The matter 
was considered from every perspective, and all points of 
view were discussed. The particular issue which your 
resolution mentions -- the matter of sentencing -- was 
also very carefully examined; the Commission took note of 
the fact that while some people accused of similar crimes 
have received lesser sentences, others accused of such 
crimes have received harsher sentences. It really isn't 
possible to summarize in a few words the full discussion 
at the Commission but if you wish, I would be happy to 
send you the minutes of the meeting when they are ready in 
a few days. 



Lawrence J. Elish 
January 5, 1993 
Page -2-

This difficult case has elicited a great deal of emotion 
on both sides. Many leaders of the Jewish community 
support commutation at best, a lesser sentence at least. 
At the same time, most Jewish leaders and organizations do 
not. The special committee established by NJCRAC -- the 
community relations umbrella body of the Jewish 
community 7 - has refrained from endorsing commutation or 
even a lesser sentence. They feel it best to hold off 
making any pleas in Pollard's behalf until such time as he 
up for parole. 

I firmly believe the Commission did everything possible to 
give this matter full and fair consideration. We do, of 
course, recognize that not everyone will agree with our 
course of action. Please don't hesitate to contact ne if 
you have any questions to pose. 

With every good wish, I am 

cc: Melvin Merians 
NYFRS , 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Comm. on Social Action 



~ ~{, (fv0 ~ ~~~A_/ 

CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE r1" 
OF NASSALl COLlNTY 

430 DEMOTT AVENUE• ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11570-1815 • (516) 766-4300 

December 24, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021-7064 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

By unanimous vote, the Board of Trustees of Central Synagogue 
of Nassau County approved the enclosed resolution calling upon the 
UAHC to join the more than two hundred North American Jewish 
organizations (including the Central Conference of American Rabbis) 
in endorsing efforts to make Jonathan Pollard's sentence 
commensurate with other sentences for those who have spied for 
friendly powers, or to reduce his sentence to time served, or at 
the very least, to call for a government reevaluation of the 
Pollard case. 

Pursuant to the resolution, I have also requested President 
Bush to take such action. A copy of that letter is enclosed. 

We are concerned that the Union has not taken a forthright and 
courageous stand on this issue of basic justice. We believe the 
injustice that continues to be inflicted by our government in this 
case demands that we speak out, even though we risk becoming 
targets of false accusations of "dual loyalty". 

As Herschel Shanks has written, we believe that if Pollard had 
been a nwASP" spying for Great Britain, he would not have received 
a life sentence. 

cc: Mr. Melvin Merians 
Rabbi Allen Kaplan 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
Mr. John Stern 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Ms. Evily Laser Schlensky 
Mr. Melvin Greenberg 

AN AFFILIATE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 



CENTRAL SYNAGOGLLE 

OF NASSALl COLlNTY 

President George Bush 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

December 24, 1992 

The Board of Trustees of Central Synagogue of Nassau 
County, by unanimous vote, has asked me to appeal to you 
to grant clemency to Jonathan Pollard by commuting his 
sentence to time served or, otherwise, to make to make 
his sentence commensurate with others who have been 
convicted of espionage for friendly nations. While there 
is no doubt that his crime was indeed serious, the life 
sentence he received is clearly excessive when compared 
with the sentences for other Americans who have spied for 
friendly governments, or even for our worst enemies. In 
addition, his particular treatment in solitary 
confinement constitutes cruel and unusual, if not 
inhuman, punishment. 

We ask that, as you complete your term in office, 
you do so with this act of compassion. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence J. Elish 
President 

AN AFFILIATE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 



CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE OF NASSAU COUNTY 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 

RESOLUTION ON JONATHAN POLLARD 

In November, 1985, Jonathan Jay Pollard, an intelligence 

researcher and analyst for the U.S. Navy, was arrested and 

charged with spying on behalf of Israel, America's staunchest 

democratic ally in the Middle East. He had transferred documents 

to Israel that he believed to be beneficial to Israel's security 

needs, including material relating to Iraq's poison gas 

capabilities. It should be noted that President Ronald Reagan had 

signed an Executive Agreement in 1983, promising that the United 

States would relay all intelligence that was vital to Israel's 

survival. 

Pollard's wif e, Anne Henderson Pol lard, was arrested the 

her hus band's poss ession of classified national defense 

documents. Anne Pollard had developed a severely debilitating 

intestinal disease, causing her to lose over fifty pounds during 

her three months of incarceration. The Pol lards were compelled to 

plead guilty, and Jonathan Pollard received a life sentence, 

though a grand jury declared that his actions in no way 

endangered the United States. Former Secretary of Defense Caspar 

Weinberger characterized Pollard as "the worst spy in American 

histot"y 1 " and asked that he nevei;- !Jet parol , 

Jonathan Pollard's story has been one of unrelenting woe. He 

1 



was held for ten months in a psychiatric ward for the criminally 

insane. For the past five years he has been in solitary 

confinement at the maximum security United States penitentiary at 

Marion Prison. 

There is little question that Pollard broke the law. His 

actions, however well-intentioned and idealistically motivated, 

were wrong. Nevertheless, there is growing public outrage over 

the excessive nature of his sentence, which is much harsher than 

any meted out to other Americans convicted of spying for friendly 

governments or even our worst enemies. By way of contrast: John 

and Michael Walker were spied for the former Soviet Union over a 

period of seventeen years. They were indicted on five counts of 

treason each. John Walker will be eligible for parole within ten 

years. There is growing public sentiment, shared by both Jews and 

Christians, that Pollard's sentence violates the Constitutional 

stricture against "cruel and unusual punishment." 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Trustees of 

Central Synagogue of Nassau County: 

1. Calls upon President George Bush (or, if he fails to act, 

President-elect Bill Clinton, when he takes office) to affirm 

Jonathan Pollard's basic civil rights by making his sentence 

commensurate with other sentences for espionage for friendly 

powers, or to reduce his sentence to time served. 

2. Calls upon the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to 

join more than two hundred North American Jewish organizations in 

endorsing efforts to make Pollard's sentence commensurate with 

2 



.. ' 

other sentences for espionage for fri e ndly powers, or to reduce 

his sentence to time served, or at the very least, to call for a 

government reevaluation of the Pollard case. 

3. Directs that appropriate communications expressing the 

above views be sent by the President of Central Synagogue of 

Nassau County. 

Adop tPd by unanimo; ~s <"E'l?l oval o f the Boarr_1 c1t Trustees 
Central Synagogue of Nassau Co unty , Ro ckv ille Centre , New York 
December 22, 1992 

3 
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March 9, 1993 
16 Adar 5753 

Jonathan Pollard/09185-016 
P 0. Box 1000 
Marion, Il 

Dear Jonathan: 

62959 

My overseas travel schedule precluded an earlier response to 
your recent note and I hope you will understand the delay. 

You should ,know that it was at my urging that the Commission 
on Social Action of Reform Judaism discussed your situation. 
There was a great deal of expressed concern and compassion 
regarding your personal situation during a lengthy 
discussion. Nonetheless, following extensive debate the 
decision was made not to do anything further at this time in 
terms of a formal appeal to the President. 

The men and women who serve on the Commission come from 
varying backgrounds and they listened to all sides with open 
minds and each made their decision according to their 
personal principles. I am not in a position to dictate 
policy to our Board or, for that matter, any arm of our 
Union and I am bound by mandate to follow the will of the 
majority. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Date: 

/ /From: 

I MEMORANDUM I 

March 4, 1993" 

Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

--\J- r.,o-('1 Rabbi 
\ 

(l)/ . The threat of the hristian right is real enough, although 
'\~ s far more probl a tic in some places than in others. 

o) , Commission is now reparing a social action packet for distribution 
~ • to our congr ations on how to recognize and respond to the 

\✓'{ '- /' ::r:::ia:y~. thte 

1

:h::::i::c::g::m::n:::~eting local school board 
elect· ons here in New York , and as you may know,~ New York 0/j Fed ation is involved in the effort to combat them. 

On Pollard: I would recommend a brief note, saying that the 
Commission on Social Action took up the subject of his case last 
October, that the members of the Commission expressed concern and 
compassion for his personal situation, but that the decision was 
made not to do anything further at this time in terms of a formal 
appeal to the President. 

..... ,.. 

I would not suggest entering into any of the issues, and trying to 
explain why the Commission did what it did. Obviously, Pollard 
will not accept any of our reasoning, and there's no point debating 
with him. 

As far as visiting Pollard with Reich, I mentioned this to Die 
Cohen a while back, and he strongly advised against your going. I 
told him that I personally had no problem with this, but his 
reaction was that since the Commission in the name of the 
movement -- has taken a position against commutation of sentence, 
if you go this will lead to stories on divisions within the 
movement, etc. If you are planning to pursue this, I recommend 
that you talk to Dick. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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Push on Gay Ban Roils 
Religious Community 
Ginton Move Seen as 'Godsend' for Foes 

'/2.'f /'13 
By Gustav Niebuhr 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Clinton's push to lift 
the ban on homosexuals in the 
military has struck America's 
religious community like a thun
derclap, spurring conservatives 
to prepare for battle, prompting 
declarations of support from li
berals and unnerving moderates. 

Some on the religious right 
exult that the issue offers them a 
double-win, providing a recruit
ing poster for their causes and 
possible political damage for Clin
ton at the very dawn of his pres
idency. 

"Clinton's decision to press this 
forward is a godsend to us," de
clared Randall Terry, an antiabor
tion activist and a leader in the 
Resistance, a group that spon
sored rallies nationwide against 
homosexuals in the military this 
month. 

"He is squandering political 
capital. . . . And now this coali- 1 
tion of evangelicals that he was 
able to build [before the election] 
is shattering before his eyes," 
said Terry, who likened Clinton 
to the biblical king Ahab (hus
band of Jezebel), who, acting on 
advice from false prophets, is de
stroyed in battle. 

"Our phone lines have been 
practically jammed for the past 
few days, [with] people asking 
what they can do," said Gary Jar
min, legislative consultant for the 
Christian Voice, an Alexandria
based lobbying organization. "I 
haven't seen anything like this in 
the last 10 years." 

This wave of conservative ac
tivism comes directly after an
other, triggered last week by 
Clinton's executive orders up
holding abortion rights. At Op
eration Rescue National, spokes
woman Margeaux Farrar said lo
cal chapters of the antiabortion 
group have been flooded with 
calls. "People whom they haven't 
seen in a couple of years are 
coming back and saying, 'What 
can we do now?' " she said. 

Yet Clinton's push to include 
homosexuals in the military has 
won its share of religious sup
porters, some of them nationally 
prominent. 

"We just feel very strongly the 
attempt to include gay and les
bian people in the armed services 
is really an attempt to extend full 
civil rights and equal protection 
under the law to all people in 
American society," said the Rev. 
Paul Sherry, president of the 1.6 
million-member United Church 
of Christ (UCC), a Protestant 
denomination that traces its his
torical roots to the New England 
Puritans. 

On Wednesday, the church's 
Washington office waded into the 
fray, faxing top UCC ministers 
and social activists pleas to lobby 
Congress to end the gay ban, said 
Jay Lintner, the office's director. 

Also outspoken for lifting the 
ban was Fabbi Alexander Schin
dler, president of the Limon of 
American Hebrew Congrega
tions, which represents 1.5 mil
lion Reform Jews. "I applaud 
President Clinton," he said. A 
decorated World War II veteran, 
Schindler said he recently wrote 
to a Jewish veterans group that 
opposed lifting the ban to say he 
was "ashamed of them." 

But many religiously oriented 
persons feel caught uncomfort
ably in the middle on this issue
among them moderate evangel
ical Protestants, some of whom 
broke ranks with their conser
vative co-religionists to vote for 
Clinton, according to post-elec
tion surveys. 

Numerically, they are a signif
icant group, said Lyman "Bud" 
Kellstedt, a professor of political 
science at Wheaton College in 
Wheaton, Ill., and one of four 
scholars who surveyed the reli
gious and political orientations of 
4,001 American adults last year. 

The survey found nearly 25 
percent of adults identified them
selves as belonging to evangelical 
denominations. Of that group, 
nearly a quarter placed them
selves well within the moderate 
political camp-saying they 
would support federal action for 
comprehensive national health 
insurance, tax increases to fight 
poverty, and new taxes for en
vironmental protection, he said. 
"If there are approximately 43 
million evangelicals out there by 
denominations, we're talking 

RANDALL TERRY 
... sees Clinton coalition shattering 

about 10 million people [with po
litically moderate views]," he 
said. "That's a chunk of folks." 

For Clinton to begin his admin
istration by pushing for homosex
uals in the military risks alienat
ing this group, Kellstedt said. "It 
puts the moderate evangelical on 
the defensive." 

For many in this camp, it is 
impossible to discuss homosex
uality, and any acceptance of it by 
civil authorities, without refe r
ence to a pair of Bible verses, 
Leviticus 18:22-"Thou shalt 
not lie with mankind as with 
womankind, it is abomination"
and Leviticus 20:13, which 
makes a similar statement. 

"You can't violate the physical 
laws of the Creator with impunity 
and you can't violate the spiritual 
laws with impunity, either," said 
Robert P. Dugan Jr., spokesman 
for the National Association of 
Evangelicals, which represents 
nearly 50 denominations with a 
total of about 15 million mem
bers. "Because God does judge 
the nations-it's in the historical 
record." 

But others say the passages 
must be read differently. "You 
can't take one text and say this is 
the totality," said Schindler. "Yes, 
there is the angry God who pun
ished the men of Sodom, but 

ere is the lovin God w o 
doesn't want us to stan 1 y y" 
in the face of injustice; he sa1a., 

Sherry also rejected a literal 
approach. "Jesus Christ ... helps 
me see the center of Scripture is 
the law of love-reach for the 
society of justice and mercy and 
peace for all people," he said. 
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is grossly dispr oportiona te in comparison with 

sentences of others convicted for similar crimes in 

the United States and even disproportionate in 

comparison with those sen tenced for espion age 

against the United States and on beh alf of eiq.emy 

countries, The International Assoc iat i o n o f J e w ish 

Lawyers an d Juris t s calls on t he Pre s ident o f the 

U nited S t a tes to commute Jonathan Pollard's 

sen ten ce to the time already ser v e d . 

Dated at Tiberias, I s r ael, this 1 st day o f 

January, 1993. 
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8 December 1992 

The Attorney General of the United States of Ain~rica Department of Justice 
WASHINGTON DC 
U.S.A. 

RE: CASE OF JONATHAN POLLARD 

ti ,"' 
"I I r I ~ I'> 

I em writing to you on behalf of th~ Board of Deputies, which ie the representative body for the Jewish community in Britain, regarding the C&!Je of' Jonathan Pollard. Mr. Pollard was convicted in 1987 of spying for Israel &nd sentenced to life imprisonment. Aa you will know, the ~ircumstances of Mr, Pollard's continuing imprisonment are causing grave disquiet among Jewish communities around the world. 

It is no part of the Board's purpose to question the guilt of M1•, Pollard. He was convicted of serious crimes by a court of law in accordance with due judicial process, and various appeal processes upheld the conviction. 
The Board is, however, concerned on ground!. of equity and humanity over the circumstances of Mr. Pollard's imprisorwient, Mr. Pollard has been sentenced to life imprisonment for spying for Israel. The material in question related to information which the US Government had formally undertaken to paaa over to Israel but .failed to do so, That in.formation enabled Israel to prepare 1 taelf, as an a.Uy of the United States, against Iraq during the Gulf War. 

Mr. Pollard was not spying for an enemy country. No other US citizen spying fol" an allied country has ever received mo~-e than five years 1n p:r1eon. Even wheire US citizens have been sentenced to li~e imprisonment for spying for an enemy power, none has ever had to serve his or' her sentence in full. Most have been released after a few years; whereas Mr. Pollard has already apent more than aeven years in jail. He ie serving his sentence in solitary confinement; we underatand that he spends hi$ entire life in an underground c~ll and is confined to hie cell for 23 hours a day. 

The Board of Deputies of British Jews would urge you to review the case of Mr, Pollard on humanitarian grounds. The conditions of Mr, Pollard's incarceration and their impact upon his heal th and $ani ty surely merit the eicerciae of clemency. We would very much hope that, given the nature of Mr, Pollard's offences and the circumstances of his detention, you would be prepared to consider commuting his sentence on humanitarian g1'ounds, It goes without aaying that there is no way in which he can ever J.'eoffend in this wey, 

If you are unable to consider this matte1' µersonally in view of the imminer,t change of administration, we would ask that you be good enough to paes on thia request to your $Uccessor once he or ahe has assumed office. 

Neville Nagler 
Chief Executive 

11,e Uuari.l i, 1hr tTJ'"'f'f1Uti\~ \,oJ~ of1ht UlituliJcwi-h rnnm,11n!ly 
Ombli1iltJ t7M 

Pr=Jdmt 
1-fo Hocol/-t hrta P!o<o1tu>, Q.C. 

VkoPtn/d.>Dc, 
,',ubroy 1(010, 0,B.ll., 
!1..-dr-
Trc.,w-er 
11.onold SbOlloy, P ,C. A. 

Cb.Joi &o,.vd"' 
Neville Nackr, M.A. 
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CAROlNAL'S RESIOENCE 
it01 COMMONWEAL TH AVE;NUE 

BRIGHTON. MASSAOtlJSET'TS oa,se 

H•y 5, 1992 

Preaident of the Onit•d Stat~a 
~ae Wht.te Houae 
1600 Pennaylvania Avenue 
Haahington, ~.c. 20500 

Dear Nr. Presidents 

A f.w montbe a90, ~h• Chi•f Rabbi of Jerutalein, Abraham Shap1ra, 

cuie to visit fte. Thts ~ao an important aeetin; for ~oth or y; 

in out mutual commitment t.o deepen relaU.ons between out two 

faiths. 

One or the 1azsuect that concetntil th• Rabbi is the _inearearation 

of J0nsthon Polhtd. The CP\1 ef Kabbi did not DHC hi; 00neern 

en tt,e merit.a o! tn• case, bi.it rCltl'ler in puro\lit! of mercy. 

Since that tim•, I h~ve heard ftgm a nim::,er o! people in hoth 

th• Je,,,ieh aftd Catholic communities erpres1in9 th•ir desire that 

elC11eney bQ granted to lllr, Pollard. 

Atter reflecting 0n this iH11•, I "'dte to you to ask if 

eonsi deration coul<I b • given to extendit\g el«111ency t0 Mr. 

Pollar~ as a hu.manit«rian geatur~. sueh an act vould not call 

.1.n qi.lest.ion the ju&;ment rendered by tl'l• court. Nor "'ould it be 

in ruponse to any c:bar9ea tbwt some have been 111•kin9. Rat.hef I 

am tbin~1ng o! • bwnaftltari&ft gea~ure o! the President cf the 

united state5 which then vould allow Mr. Pollard to pick~ bie 

life again ~ither here or in tarael. 

Mr. President, I know you understand th@ &pirit that motivates 

this request, a spirit that rest• en the importance of 

f0r9iveneea and recon~llLation. In that spirit, I thank you tor 

any conaideration you might 9ive to my thouqhte. 

With warm p~raonal re9ard1 to you and Barbara, ane as~ing God to 

b lees you, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop ct Bos~on 

!CL/ac: 
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PRESS RELEASE 

RABBIS PETITION RABIN 

45 Oak Street 
Patchogue, New York 11772 

(516) 475-1882 

Fax No. (516) 475-192.R 

over 100 American & Canadian rabbis, who participated in 

the Eighth Annual Confecence of the Israel Bonds Rabbinic 

Cabinet recently held in Jerusalem, January 9-13 , signed 

a petition thanking Pdme Ministec Rabin "for his efforts 

to prevail upon the Government of the United States to 

corrmute the life sentence imp:,sed upon Jonathan Jay Pollard." 

The petition urged the Prime Minister to continue to work 

vigorously to win Pollard's freedom. 

Rabbi Richard Thaler of Temple Beth-El 1n Patchogue, 

Long Island, who initiated the petition, obsecved that Prime 

Minister Rabin recently urged President Bush to avail himself 

of the ~aning days of his administcation to corrrnute Pollard's 

sentence. 

Thaler, Rabbinic Chairman of the Long Island Cabinet of 

Israel Bonds, noted that the Pbllards are gcateful to Rabin 

for placing Jonathan at the top of the Iscaeli - American 

agenda. "Jonathan's sister Cacol asked me to convey the 

Pollard family's appreciation to the Prime Minister for intervening 

with the American administration to secure his immediate release 

fcom Marion Federal Penitentiary." The petit ion, signec: by 

cabbis representing all fouc movements of American Jewry, 

is the latest experession of broad based Amecican Jewish 

support for Pollard , no~ in his seventh year of imprisonment. 



NEWSDAY - Januarv 14, 1993 

Pollfild's Tei-nils T()o.Long; 
It Should Match Other Spies' 

ter from Iraqi weapons. I was concerned about lsra-By Barry Dov Schwartz el's survival." But -he was quick to add: "I now 

D REARY. DRIZZLY. Deep fog. The weather realize that I should have taken another course oC 
tit the occasion aa we drove from the St. action to ·help the Jewish state. I got in too deep, 
Louis airport to the federal penitentiary way over my head. I made a terrible D»Atake " 

at Marion, Ill, .to visit Jonathan Pollard. Seven Our visit deep within the penitentiary walls, in 
years ago Pollard was sentenced to life imprison- the cellar K-unit, would have been overwhelming 
ment for giving top-eecret document.a to Israel were it not for Jonathan's contagious optimism 

We were three rabbis: Sholom Stem of Cedar- and faith. Against greater odds than are imagi.n
bunt, Kenneth Hain of Lawrence and myself'. Our able, he is an observant Jew trying to maintain a 
mission was to share the pain of a fellow Jew, as kosher diet. He spends his days studying religious, 
required by Jewish law; to reduce by a ·few hours secular and scientific works. He yearns for the day 
the isolation of a man confined to a cell for 23 when he will be able lo make a scientific contribu
houn a day; to publicize the disproportion.ate.pun-· tion to the welfare of 80Ciety. 
ishment imposed on Jonathan Pollard. He is very grateful for human contact from the 

Those of ua who advocate commutation of Pol- outside world. Hia "inside world" provides no com
lard's sentence do not in any way condone his ac- fort. It "includes John Walker, who with his family 
tion. He is guilty. He should be punished. But he gave aecreta to the Soviet Union for more than a 
should be punished no more harshly than any oth- decade; Edward Wilson, who sold 20 tons of expJo. 
er spy who baa committed a similar crime. Thoee sive8 to Lll>ya's Moaroroar Gadhafi; Joseph Frank
following the Pollard case mu.st tab into consider- lin, who shot Vernon Jordan, bombed three syna
ation that he cooperated with the gwemment gogues in Kentucky and went on a Jrilling spree 
throughout the entire ordeal; that he spied for an against interracial couples. 
ally in time of peooe, not for an enemy of our coun- Among these resides Jonathan Pollard. who 
try, and therefore ~ information he ~ on, never killed anyone, nor caused the kl8II of life of 
while helping~ m her ¥t for~ never any American or American agent, nor conspired 
once compromised the ~onal security of the with any enemy of the United States. These cir
Unit.ed States; that no ~ _spy accused of 8 cwnstances explain why Pollard was never indict
similar off'enee ever received a life sentence; that-· ell for treuon. He was indicted on and pleaded 
he ia ~ ~ ~ ~ 80 ~blicly 00 ~· guilty to, a single count: delivering classified infor
many OCC8SIOD8. ~ m ~ ~ his ~ • mation to a foreign government, and that governstated for the offic:ial record. which ia now m Pol- ment. Israel, an ally 
lard's parole jacket, that ''Pollard should never • · • Not that he is ~d of what he did. By his own 
again~ the light of~," chan~ for parole~ admission, he is no bero .• He speaks of his crime: 
!'1egligib)e; A p~tial co_mmutation of sentence . "God forbid that I should ever become a role model 
18 P~-~ ~ . vial?le~hope.. ould ~ .tor anyone, young or old. Unbridled passion can be Jouawll:Ul Pobard l8 you w ~ ..1:,.,,...,.__,.,_ ·t · " 

tobe.He• ~· 1..,_ ·vem· . ............. .,....,as1 wasmmycase. . a spy not IS .,w.,.,.. m W1J eanor, D8l • ur had tered th • ·to ' cell wi·th a fiew ...:A • .... ,_ th. ki idea'-= • his hil h "I did ne en e V1Sl r 8 &U"" 
I.Wt _ JD ng. -,-; m P. 080P !· . for Pollard: a prayer book, prayer shawl and pby-
what I had to do to warn Israel of ampending disas- ;. lacteries, study~ Chanukah cards from my 
-------~-------t""Hebrew achool children. Nothing could 6e kept by 

• &nj Dov ScJ&wartz ia the =r Pollard, who ia strip-eearcbed every time be re-
nJi,/~j Temple B'nai S~ • ~, enters ~ hell. He would return to his ~ 
lam .RocAville Centrt. • ~: :with no tangiole evidence that we had been there: 

!"'$i 
~~:? _. r ,--,.,. 
···- : .. - ' 

•. -!.' - ., -v • ,:. • • . • • ~ Our five.hour visit ended - but not our fight to 
-~ -~ • ·, ·_ i: ~ute his sentence to.one proportionate to the . L-----~---
'.~~t·:,,. •• ~ •• • ·- _--~'_DUniahmen • • taot'otben __ .. ~for com~·- le crimes. .. , _,.. :•.-· ~ -~ 
,.yiA•~i;,,)'• ~, ~ ' ~. , : 
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Q:ongres.s of tht tinited ~tarts 
tlousr of R.qire.srntatints 

~a5hington> BO: 20515-;210 

December 24 1 1992 

President George Bush 
The Wl1 i te Hous'e 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

COlolMlfTUS: 

JUDICIARY 
c .... ,, ...... 

suaeow1o11nn 011 
CAIIIII ... o CAIWINAL JusT,cf 

BANKING, FINANCE 
AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

INTERIOR ANO 
INSULAR AFFAIRS 

NEIN YORK STATE 
DEMOCRATIC DELfGAilON 

T•CoSUIIEII 

WHIP-AT-LARGE 

As a member of Congr~ss dismayed by the disproportionate prison 
term received by Jonathan Pollard, I wish to voice my plea for 
justice. Pollard, convicted of one count of passing cl~ssified 
information to an ally, was sentenced to life in prison. 

I in no way condone acts of espionage, nor do I underestimate 
the gravity of Jonathan Pollard's crime. Nonetheless, the lifetime 
sentence imposed on Mr. Pollard is unduly severe and inconsistent with 
the sentences awarded to other Al'Dericans convicted of similar offenses. 
Indeed, Mr. Pollard's sentence is harsher than the sentences meted out 
to individuals convicted of spying for enemy countries and is . the 
harshest sentence in United States history fo~ the crime of spying for 
an allied country. 

Furthermore, in return for the government's promise to request a 
lesser term at sentencing, Pollard pled guilty and fully cooperated 
with prosecutors and security agency investigators. A prison tenn of 
life in prison with a recoltlltlendation of no parole -- the maximum 
sentence possible -- is excessive in this instance. 

I therefore call on you to consider commutation of Jonathan 
Pollard's sentence to a tern appropriate to the nature of the offense 
for which he was convicted and more accurately reflective of the 
consequences of his crime. Today you pardoned Caspar Weinberger, the 
man who requested the sentencing judge to award Pollard a lifetime 
sentence. It would only be proper to now address the question of 
Jonathan Pollard's fate. 

Ch~G-----....__.. ........ 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER 
Member of congress 

PRINTED ON RECYC~EO PAPER 



PETER T. KING 
30 01sr•1cT'. NlW Yo•• 

<!ongrcss of tbc Wnitcb gi)tatcs 
}!)oust of l\tprtstntatibts 

Rlasbington. me 20515-3203 

Mr. David Kirshenbaum 
3308 Fourth Street 
Oceanside, New York 11572 

Dear Mr. Kirshenbaum: 

January 21, 1993 

Thank you for contacting my office to e:·q;,ress co::::cern a!Jout 

the treatment of Jonathan Pollard. I certainly understand and 

appreciate the points you raised in this important matter. 

I am pleased to report that on January 20th -- Inauguration 
Day -- I sent a letter to President Clinton to urge that he take 

immediate action to reduce Mr. Pollard's sentence. For your 
review, I have enclosed a copy of my letter. 

It is my belief that Mr. Pollard's life sentence is unfairly 

harsh and should be reduced to reflect fairness and justice. 
Please be assured that I will be closely following the 
President's consideration of this issue. 

Should you have any further questions or comments concerning 

the Pollard case, please do not hesitate to contact me. Once 
again, thank you for getting in touch. 

With warm regards, I remain 

I 

··, . K~ ._:;:. 

Member of Congress 

PTK/jfh 

PRIKTTD ON RECYCLED PAPEII 



PETER T. KING 
Jt Ottraoc,. N1w You 

The President 

€ongress of tbe ~niteb ~tatcs 
}(}oust of l\tprtstntatibti 

Rlasbington, 39C 20515-3203 

January 20, 1993 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to relay the serious concerns I share with a 
great number of my constituents about the Jonathan Pollard case. 

As you know, Mr. Pollard pled guilty to one count of passing 
classified information to a foreign government and was sentenced 
to life in prison. Since June 1988, he has been incarcerated in 
solitary confinement in the maximum security Federal prison in 
Marion, Illinois. The prison rules allow Mr. Pollard to exercise 
and have contact with a single inmate for_. only one hour per day. 
For the remaining 23-hours of each day, he must remain in his 
cell. 

I condemn Jonathan Pollard's criminal acts and any acts of 
espionage against the United States. Mr. Pollard knows that his 
crimes cannot be excused and are deserving of punishment. 
Nevertheless, the sentence in this case is excessive and should 
not exceed the sentences of other individuals convicted of 
similar crimes. 

Accordingly, it is with humanitarian concern that I call on 
you to favorably consider the request that Jonathan Pollard's 
sentence be reduced to better reflect fairness and justice. 
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Is the Pollard Case 
A Jewish Issue? 

~ 
-~1 

The American Jew- • 
ish community 
should have no spe
cial interest in the 
Jonathan Pollard 
case, argues a M~ 

PERSPECTIVE-

the bank in these circumstances and 
got a life sentence, it were a middle
class bl<!_c}<.? I syspect the black com
munity-and many whites-would be 
up in arms. The system was discrimi-· 
nating against blacks, they would ar
gue. The proof of this would be the 
sentence itself, which discriminatt:d 
against a black person by imposing a 

ME.NT read~r (~at- patently unjust life sentence, despite thew E. Lieff, ~ee the defendant's guilt. 
. . pag~ 74) • Po_l!__arcf ~ • _. In Pollard's case, we certainly can-

adnutt~dly VIOiated U_?Ited States_ .131~~'.- . not prove the sentence was the result 
by spying for Israel: [Hel. m_ad~ ~is of antisemitism. Many people can't 
own bed and now he must he 10 It. avoid feeling, however, that this dispro-

Some mainstream Jewish organiza- portionate sentence had something to 
tions, such as affiliates of the National do with the fact that an American Jew 
Jewish Community Relations Advisory was caught spying for Israel. Maybe it 
Council, have taken this same position: wasn't antisemitism. Maybe the trial 
It isn't a Jewish issue. They concede, judge thought spying for Israel was es-
like reader Lleff, that _Pollard's life sen- pecially bad because the region was so 
tence is unfair and grossly dispropor- volatile. Or maybe he thought that for tionate. Pollard received the maximum a Jew to do this-in America yet-was _ sente7:1ce ' .(l~e ·imp~sonment) despit~C . especially bad given Jewish values. As 
pleadmg guilty (saVI~g the gov_err)!!}e~t ~ · it says in the Bible, God has singled us 
the expense of a tnal and the ~~ out for punishment because we are a 
sure of classified material), despite spy- special people: 
ing for an ally (not an enemy), and 
despite cooperating with the govern
ment after apprehension. The severity 
of his sentence, they argue, is just one 
of the breaks of the game. The trial 
judge in our justice system decides the 
sentence; that's the chance you take 
when you commit a crime. This is the 
way it works for Jews and non:Jews 
alike. Although no one defends 
Pollard's sentence as fair or just, this 
isn't an issue that should engag_e the 
American Jewish community. 

What if, instead of spying for Israel, 
Pollard had robbed a bank (no one 
got hurt, the amount taken was not 
large and he needed the money for 
medical attention for his wife); and 
what if, instead of getting the usual 
ten-year sentence, he got life? Would 
this be a Jewish issue? Clearly not. 

Well, I'm not so sure. What if, in
stead of a Jewish Pollard who robbed 

4 MOMENT• OCTOBER 1992 

You only have I known 
Of all the families of the earth. 
Therefore will I punish you 
For all your iniquities (Amos 3:2). 

Or maybe former Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger's secret memo to 
the trial judge convinced him that such 
irreparable damage occurred (Wein
berger clearly harbored a harsh view 
of Israel) that the book should be 
thrown at Pollard. 

It may not be antisemitism, but most 
of us have the nagging feeling that if 
Pollard had been a WASP spying for 
Great Britain, he would not have re
ceived a life sentence. 

_.,That alone may make Pollard's case 
a Jewish issue. But there is more. 

-_Pollard was involved in our enter
prise. He was a rogue doing what we 
wo·uld have condemned and do con
demn; his is not the way to support 

I 

Israel. He deserves to be punished but, 
still, not unfairly. If his spying for Is
rael and his unfair sentence doesn't 
make his case a Jewish issue, then his 
e_ngagement by Israel-and his aban
donment by her-makes it a Jewish 
issue. , 

It is embarrassing for American Jews 
to stick up for Pollard, a confessed spy 
who sullied our image and acted dis
loyally to the country we love. We may~ 
even feel we are proving our loyalty by . 
remaining silent, by affirming that this 
is not a Jewish issue. But that, it seems 
to me, is not the courageous way. We ~ 
can in one breath-as Jews-both con
demn what Pollard did and object to 
his unfair sentence. In this great coun-
try, we can be loyal American citizens 
and still recognize that Pollard was try
ing to help Israel and, although we ' 
condemn how he sought to do this, 
we as a community can still decry his 
unfair sentence. 

' ' 

The Pollard case is not an easyo~·e:--·:.. .
It requires us as a community to walk:·:.. · •• 
a fine line. We don't want Pollard's 
crime to rub off on us as a c9mmu-
nity. We can't prove his unfair sentence 
resulted from antisemitism. Yet he is a 
Jew engaged by Israel who has been 
unfairly treated-not unfairly con-
victed but unfairly sentenced. More--
over, he has been forsaken by Israel. 
As a community, it takes some back-
bone to take the risks involved in in
veighing against Pollard's unfair sen-
tence. But it is the right thing to do. 

Responsibilities 
Of a Jewish Journalist 
At the annual meeting of the Ameri
can Jewish Press Association this sum
mer, Jewish journalists struggled with j 
an age-old question: Are we journal
ists who happen to be Jewish or are we t 
Jews who happen to be journalists? Do 
we write regardless of the effect on the , 

continued on page 6 ! 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Wendy Hirschhorn (212) 303-8153 

HADASSAH VOTES TO Sl.!:PQ3T CQt:t!.JTATION 

F~ JOOATI:Wi POLLARO 

NE'NARK, N. J , ( J ar'luary 27 • 1 993 )'-:..:.:. The National Board of Hadassah, the 

Women's Zionist Organization of America, adopted the fo11owing statement at 

its Mid-Winter Meetings here: 

WHEREAS, Jonathan Pol lard pleaded guilty to the 

charge of Consp1racy to De11ver National Defense 

Information to a Forei gn Government, and 

WHEREAS, Jonathan Pollard has already served seven 

years, 

"°' THEREFORE, Be IT RESOLVED, .. . that on humanitarian .. _,_. 

grounds, Hadassah calls on the President of the 

United States to commute Jonathan Pollard 1 s sentence 

to time already served. 

"We urge President C1,nton to understand the human,tarian motivation which 

compe1led our Board members to take this action and to give this matter his 

serious consideration," said Deborah Kaplan, National President of 

Ha.dassah. 



~l=f'JJAMIN A. IJILIVIAN 
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. 
FOREIGN MFAlllS COM\l rrTEE 

SUOCOJJJ,.i;TTEE:i 

EUROPE AI.O MIODLI: EAST 
,a,.,..,m; '"'<DRITY MEM0,AI 

11411:RNATIONAL OFERATIO~lS 

The President 

<Congress of t{Je ~1 nHreiJ states 
j!,ou.t1e of Bepresentahbeu' 

~af5binrrton, ~<! 20515-3222 

December 7, 1892 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

SERVICE COMMITTEE 
(PANICINr; Ml~C:;l'('f M!MO.ERI 

!JUD COMMITTEE: 

INVESTIGAilONS 

SEL!:CT COMMl'r.'~E ON 
NARCOTIC5 AOUSE ASO 

. CONTROL 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
HUNGrn 

VICE CHAIRMAN, 
TASK FQRCI: ON 

AMERICAN P'ilSO?IEAS MIO 
MISSING IN SOlJTHEAST ASIA 

- [ d~eply regret that current events will preclude our continuing to work together. 

The past twelve-years· ha,1e brought- about many changes, most particwlcirly the end of 

ths Cold War. Your foresiglit and leadership over these y0ars aro greatly appreciated, 

and your subst.:;mtial contributions have helped change history forever. 

During these final weeks of your administration, I would like to bring to your 

attention a serious matter which I believe deserves your persona! consideration and 

action. After carafully rsviewing the facts in the case of Jonathan Pollard, I believe that 

a commutation of his sentence is in order. it is my undsrst@nding that you have been 

contacted about this by many individuals, amoi1g them Elis Wiesel and Pat Robertson. 

While Jonathan Pollard committed serious ,;ic!ations, I believe that our jwstics 

system should be uniformly fair. Jonathan Pollard was sentenced to life imprisonment 

wi·thout parole, while others, sentenced an similer charges, have received less severe 

sentences, with eligibility for e_~role. Therefore, I am enclosing some information for your 

review. 

Jonathan Pollard's conviction may be justified, but his sentence is not. 

Accordingly, I urge you to use your authority to commute Jonathan Pollard's ssntencs 

to time served by granting him a presidential pardon. 

With best 'Nishes, 

BAG/deb 
Enclosure 
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W.t.it1 ~CiTO"4 CHIC( 

2 t 85 f:i..& T 8V.A'I eu1LOINO 
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44 E,H AvEhUf 

POBc•JS6 

MIOb""Ow~. NY 1Cij40-0~!S 

□ T[Lf1H.4 ~ UE. :s 1~) ~~3-66t>S 

Sincsrsiy, 

BENJAMIN A. GILMAl\l 
Member o1 Congress 
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FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

March 2 , 1993 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie 

In the JTA Dailv News Bulletin of Februarv 26th, paqe 4, 

there is an article relating to the "Christian Right Poses 

Serious Threat in Local Elections." 

Is this threat real? Ought we to be concerned? What can 

we do about it? Please let me have vour assessment. 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,,n·N SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

,,:;.,'~~~,, 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
,;,•,)'.)NJ 



September 21, 1990 
2 Tishri 5751 

Jonathan Pollard/09185-016 
P.O. Box 1000 
Marion, IL 62959 

Dear Jonathan: 

I reciprocate your good wishes for a healthy year. 

Needless to say,I was deeply touched by your accounting of 
the problems you have had with Ann. Would that there was 
something that I could do to be of help. Hopefully you will 
have the strength you must have for this travail as well. 

I share your hope that the changing situation in the 
Middle-East will ultimately have its effect on your future 
as well. It does lend a new perspective to what transpired 
- now that the fearsome weaponry concerning which you warned 
is turned against America's own soldiers. Certainly the 
severity of your sentence merits a re-examination. 

We are all quite w~rri4,d about the future. More than 
Iraq's withdrawal is at stake here, or even Saddam Hussein's 
personal status. Somehow this mighty arsenal of 
conventional and non-conventional weaponry has to be 
neutralized and that will be difficult, though not 
impossible, to achieve by diplomatic means. 

Israel is at military and diplomatic risk --at least from a 
long time perspective, although I still cling to the hope 
that out of the present chaos a new regional security 
arrangement can be forged which will help to secure Israel's 
future. 

Every good wish. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

May 27, 1992 
24 Iyar 5752 

Jonathan Pollard/09185-016 
P.O. Box luv~ 
Marion, IL 62959 

Dear Jonathan: 

As you know, Rabbi Schindler has been out of the city for 
an extended period of time. He has still not returned, 
but I did have an opportunity to read your letter of May 
2nd to him. He asked me to let you know that he will not 
be back in the office until June and he will _try to be in 
touch with you on his return, albeit he is scheduled to 
leave for Israel a week or two after he gets back to his 
desk. 

Be that as it may, Rabbi Schindler has asked me to convey 
to you his warm good wishes. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 
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May 14, 1992 
11 Iyar 5752 

Jonathan Pollard/09185- 016 
P.O. Box 1000 
Marion, IL 62959 

Dear Mr. Pollard: 

Your correspondence to Rabbi Schindler arrived, 
unfortunately, after he left the city for engagements 
that will keep him from his desk for an extended period 
of time. 

I will, of course, hold your letter for his return in 
June and I write to inform you of the reason for the 
delay in his response to you. 

With all best wishes, I am 

Sincerely , 
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ReligiDus Zionists of America 
MIZRACHI - HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI • ')n-n}Jn '.nn~n • '>nl'in 

April 1, 1992 

RESOLUTION ON THE CASE OF JONATHAN POLLARD 

The Religious Zionists of America emphasizes that 
persons convicted of espionage under the laws of 
this country should expect to be punished under its 
laws and condemns all crimes of espionage against 
the United States. 

In the case of Jonathan Pollard, the Religious 
Zionists of America notes the findings of the 
International Association of Jewish Lawyers and 
Juries that 

1. 0 Jonathan Pollard's sentence is far harsher 
than those meted out to many persons convicted 
of spying for the Soviet Union and other Soviet
bloc countries even where such espionage activities 
endangered the lives of U.S. agents and the loss 
of critical strategic and technical data to the 
Soviets." 

2. "Jonathan Pollard's sentence is grossly incon
sistent with, and far harsher than the treatment 
received by other Americans accused or convicted 
of spying for friendly third parties of govern
ments.n 

Accordingly, the Religious Zionists of America calls 
for the commutation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence , 
to time served. 

SR:rc 

~°];/k' 
Rabbi Dr. Sol Roth 
President 

25 WEST 26TH STREET. NEW YORK. NY 10010 212 6RQ-1414 FAX ?1? 77Q.1ni11 
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GUS YATRON, PINNIYlVANIA 

STEPHEN J . SOLARZ. Hrw Yo•• 
HOWARD WOLPE. MICHIGAN 
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MERVYN M. OYMALLY, CAUfOlllNIA 
TOM LANTOS, CAUHHINIA 
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HOWARD L BERMAN. CAUFO~NIA 
MEL LEVINE, CALIFORNIA 
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ltommittrr on jf ordgn 2UTair.s 

EDWARD F. FEIGHAN. OHIO 
TED WEISS. Hrw 1 001 
GARY L ACKERMAN, Nrw Yo,uc 
JAIME 8 . FUSTER, PutflTO RICO 
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HARRY JOHNSTON, FlORIDA 
ELIOT L ENGEL. Nrw Yool 
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GERRY E. STUOOS, MAIIACHUHTII 
AUSTIN J. MURPHY, PlNNIYLYANtA 
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(VACANCY) 

JOHN J . BRADY, Jo. 
CHltfOfSTA" 

Dr. Morris Pollard 
Lobund Laboratory 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame. IN 46556 

Dear Morris, 

illou.st of 1Rrprt.srnt0tiot.s 

~0.shington, ~~ 20515 
.. .. 

March 31, 1992 

WILLIAM S. BAOOMFIELO. M ICHIGAN 

RA,o::1 NQ MtNOIUTY M(MIUI 

BENJAMI N A. GILMAN, NEW YORI: 

ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO, CAllfORNIA 

WILLIAM F. GOODLING, PENNSYLVANIA 
JIM LEACH, IOWA 
TOBY ROTH, WISCONSIN 

OLYMPIA J. SHOWE. MAINI 

HENRY J. HYDE. ILUNOIS 

DOUG BEREUTER. HURAU:A 
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH, Nrw J,ouy 
DAN BURTON. INDIANA 

JAN MEYERS, KANSAS 

JOHN MILLER, WASHINGTON 
BEN BLAZ. GUAM 

ELTON GALLEGLY, CALIFORNIA 
AMO HOUGHTON. NEW Yo,uc 
PORTER J. GOSS, FLORIDA 

ILEA.NA ROS.LEHTINEN. FLORIDA 

JOHN R. SINCLAIR 
M INOR ITY CHIEF Of STA.ff 

I wanted to follow up on your letter of February 26th regarding the case of 
Specialist Albert Sombolay. I regret the delay in getting this information, but it took 
trme to find the right people to talk to. 

Mr. Sombolay was convicted in Germany in July, 1991 on five counts: two 
counts of es{>ionaie; two counts of attempted espionage; and one count of 
communicatm~ directly with the enemy. In this case, the enemy was an Iraq_i 
'Government o f1c1al m Germany. It Is my understanding that he pleaded guil(y to 
these counts, and that he also pleaded not guilty to other counts involving larceny 
and other violations. He was sentenced to dishonorable discharie and 35 years. The 
case is. still in process and will be taken up by the Court of Military Review 

, sometime in the next six months. In one step in the process, his sentence was al read}{. -
teduced to 19 years, I understand.-f 

The Court-appointed attorney for Mr. Sombolay is Capt. Robin Slo_pe (703) 
756-0592. She is understandably quite knowledgeable about the case. It 1s not yet 
clear whb will be the Government's attorney in the case, so I could not talk to her or 
him, but at this point the case is under the purview of Lt. Col. Dell'Orto (703) 
756-'o367. When Capt. Slope files an appeal in roughly two months. an attorney for 
the Government's side in the case will be assigned, I am told. 

I hope this information is helpful. A transcript of the proceedings in Germany 
was made available to Mr. Sombolay. I do not know if it is available to others. 

It was good to see you recently. I trust you will stay in •touch on all issues of 
mutual interest. 

With best regards, 

. 
f lW.s ~Jht'll lit~ it1 /3 ~! 

Lee H. Hamilton 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Europe 

and the Middle East 
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"The Ghost of Israel's Sealed Rooms" 
1ht man who hllpM lnel to be pttpated for tflt lul W• II i111'1llhln, ~ • U.1. muJmum MCUrtty pr1ton, Why? 

It was not long after he ordered his •Re
publican Guard" to ravish Kuwait that 
Saddam Hussein turned his attention to 

Israel. threatening to destroy the tiny Jewish 
State with poison gas. But due to the actions 
of one man, Israeli citizens were prepared for 
such an occu?Tence. Today, Israelis call this 
individual "the ghost of the sealed rooms: 
for it wa.s largely due to his efforts and sacri
fice that they were prepared when Saddam 
launched "El-Abed.• the y,.,.'1; m;,..a ... ~t Is
rael in January of 1991. 

It had 101.1.¥ been a standard practice in I&
rael to include a bomb shelter in ••:111".h new 
building. But in 198.5, the Israeli& suddenly 
changed their approach to civilian defense. 
Bomb shelters were stilt built. but the em
phasis was shifted to a new concept-the 
"sealed room.• Every building, house, and 
apartment would contain a room that would 
be sealed with plastic and therefore capable 
of prot.ecting its occupants from poison gas. 
Five years later, when the Iraqi Scuds rained 
down on Tel Aviv, the po~ant and bizarre 
specter of thousands of men, women, and 
children donning gas masks and retreating 
to their •sealed rooms• became one of the 
most enduring images of the Gull war. 

The mass protection provided by 
the nation's •scaled rooms• inbigued 
outside observers previously un-

u:th u pn:)J",U'ed as Israel" tor a chemical at
lade against her population. The fact that Sad
dam Hussein proved unable or unwilling to 
use his ~ison i3.S on the 1&~1 is beside the 
point The Gulf war saw almost fifty bailistic 
missiles fall on the Jewish State. Had they car
ried the promised chemical warheads, Israel 
would have been ready. 

How, then, did I&rael come to be prepared, 
while all of the other Middle East nations, and 
c"'co <>omc of the <:'1.uiUon armies arrayed 
against the Iraois. WP.l'P. not? Hereia lies our 
•ghost story.~ Like ma.ny stories dealing with 
Israeli oc.:'__"!ttr• it i~ ouc u! By:i:amlne in
trigues, a~le farsiihtaioess, and great 
sacrifice. It i~ the story of how the lara.el.is, 
haunted by tne memory of their slaughtered 
millions, burned political bridges, broke all 
the rules, and sacrificed the liv~ of one Jew
ish !a."T'.ily in order to prevent a potential sec
ond Holocaust. The Israelis auf!ered 
consequences fur their actions; of that there 
can be no doubt. But they were prepared 
when Saddam's missiles flew. 

Still, the fate of the man who warned them 
of Saddam's chemical weapons capability 
weigh a heavily on Israelis, who feel he stood 
between them and their wont nightmare. 

1mt1 11111 Wllllll llil DI II Ill'[ 

•Every day: wrote one Israeli joumalist, "we 
tight the Arabs and win. But every night, we 
ti2ht the Nazis and loAA." 

The defense of Israel's civilian population 
is charged to a special unit within the Israel 
Defense Forces known a5 Ha~ It is to th.is 
unit that the olnpr mP.n and tho~ gcncrnlly 
unfit !or combat duty are seat. In an army 
whose components are mostly combat units, 
Haga has been the butt of some pretty mean 
jokes over the ye.an;. Tiu• Gulf war proved, 
howeYer, to be their war. for It w;i1- rh" •nL 
d1ers ot the Ha2a units who found them
selves on the "frnn~ linPc.• while tho oombot 
units cooled their heels on the borders or re
mained at home, unmobilized. 

It was Haza that introduced the "sealed 
room" doctrine in 1985 and placed the orders 
lor s•• maQ>k J._.:,ittn Jlnr1 r1 ·ui.1uc • ."CJOD, ·1nc 
now-f.amous Protective Infant Carrier or "co• 
coon" (see photo) was designed and produced 
during this period, as were smaller, blower
driven gas masks !or older children. V{hen 
the British refused to sell Israel a blower-driv
en-iU hood for younger children, Hatra or
ni>red tho daci~n copied ac.d ,·u~licll 1!110 
production. Millions of doses of the nerve ~s 
antidote, Atropine, in automatic injectors 
were also ordered. as well as decontamina
tion powder, extra 2as mask filters, blower 
batteries. and the lilcP.. Movie5, lectures, nnd 
pamphlets were prepared to educate the pop
ulation to use the protective equipment and 
prepare their sealed rooms. Fioally, Haga 
drew up a plan to rapidly distn"bute protective 
kits to every man. woman, and child-Jewish 
and Arab-inside the Israeli borders, includ
ing the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, should 
the need arise. 

Haza had a little more than five yea~ to 
prepare, but the dav finallY amv...,-1 in th<> !::.JI 
of 1990 when the population of Israel was or
dered to preporo:: their sealed rooms and take 
out their protective equioment. Kuwait h .. rl 
been invaded, and "the Butcher of Baghdad" 
was openly threatening Israel. 

At. a little past two in the morning, on Fri
day, January 18, 1991, the time for prepara
tions ended, and Haga's !ores~ht was tested. 
A ialvo of eight Iraqi Scuds landed in Israel's 
population centers, but, prepared for th ,; 
worst, the Israelis withstood the tense hours 
of hiih explosives and fear. Throughout the 
Gulf war, with repeated Scud attacks on the 
Jewish State, Israelis found refuge within 
their sealed rooms from the promised Iraqi 
gas attacks. 

Still the question remains: How did the Is-
raelis know the danger in 1985, with time 

enough to prepare? How could they 
have known back then, when the 
Iran-Iraq War was in a lull, before aware of Israel's comprehensive 

preparations for a chemical weapons 
attack. Dr. Peter Hutchinson, the 
noted British expert on mass crisis 
intervention, stated to The J=akm 
Post that •there is nowhere else on 

"Why such information, 
some of it vital to Israel's very survival, 
was being officially withheld from Israel 

by the U.S. remains a mystery." 

any missiles had been launched at 
any cities, before the Iranian troops 
had been gassed in the Fao Penin
sula, and even before the Kurd ish 
villages had perished in the lethal 
vapors? It was, of course, the work 
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ofbraeli Inteiliieoce, the Jev.ish State's first 
line·ot defense. 

The ,athering, analysis, and dis&emin.ation 
o!thc aitical iofonnaJ:ion rank lhis coup hlib 
amooi the l~ecdary successes of Israel's Se
cret Services. There•was, however, !he cum
bersome, unddy p1"0blem of the Jewish family 
this inteiliaence coup destroyed. That is the 
}IOJY o! the convicted Israeli spy, Jona.ll:wl Jay 
Pollard. • 

Then a bright, young U.S. Naval lntel!lience 
officer, Pollard betrayed the ~st of the U.S. 
Govenimerit. de,troyed his tamily, a.od sacri
ficed his fre.edom m order to pass 00 ·.cert&in 

.iotelliae~. Information to the Jsra.elis. Whit 
sort ot infomi.atiohl Details of: lraqi and ~ 
gas, chemical, and bioloiic:al-~ c:apabfil.. 
ties; Sovi~ta..-ins shlpments tn"Arib countries; 
Pa.kis~·s efforts to build an atom bomb; U.S. 
lnteilizence useument:5 of PLO-pla,ined· ac• 
tlvities; Ubyan air d~nses, a.nd mor.e. 

Why such infonnation, some of it vital to I&
rael's very survival, ,wu being officially with• 

held from la~_el.by the U.S.-despite.the 
"U.S.-Ts~.Eu:hange cf lntelliaeoce >,gr~ 
ment" th~ _two ·aation'a had sijned jut two 
ye.an earlier-remains a mystc,y:To Pollard 
it WU more than a·my-iteCY, it WU an Olltl"aie, 

(When Pollard asked hi, ,uperioni in the U.S. 
De!e.ose Department why information about 
the poison gu capabilities o! Israel's awcro 
enemiu w:u being withheld from l,rael, he 
w~ reportedly told: "Jews are too sensitive 
about gas.j Pollard respon~ed by br~ 
the n.ilei-big time. 

For his sins, Jor.athan Jay Pollard is cur• 
reotly and perhaps perma.ne.ntly sealed io a 
dif!erent kind o! roorr,.three st.one, under• 
ground, &t the te.deral maximum ,ecurity 

prlkln in Marion, IDinoir.. It is a place where 
they lock you in & room and throw away the 
room. He may remain there, in solitary CQl'r 

tinement. Jor the rest ofhi5 li!~e.n though, 
as a result o! the Gulf war, nuny Dt:JW believe 
he was a.stride the moral hii,11 ~und 

And while the U.S. Government remauia an

gry and defensive, or It the very le.ut pu
plcxe-:, ove~ the Pollard afu.ir. Israeli, hold 
him in a ,peci.al place in their hearts. "You 
kzlow how we feel,• sald1•011e Tel Aviv attcr.' . 

ney. •Every time we put the baby lnto her 
(zas) cn"'o, every time my son pulled on hi1 
gas hood, I thought of Pollard. Every1ime my 
family went Into 01.r sealed room, Jay Pollard 
went with us."■ 

-WiUiam N~rop 
Israel Bureau Chiel 

COM1~G NEXT MONTH: NN Di1111,ui.o1U' 

in~eptk i11vesli&ative reporl on U.e Joru,lhan 

Pa/lard affair. O"r story ezj,lodu tJie qffi.ci,ol 

U.S. 11mio11 o/wkat happnitd, and~ hU\D 

th1 U.S. a nil /sratli /01Jtrnmt11ts crMfhtd oru 

/am ily i11 o gamt of politi'cal ha;doall. Mor, 

omi'l\,oiuly, dell rzaminatio11 o/tlit Pollard il/
fai-r t'IIJIOIS (J ,rcret ,ha111~ i11 U.S. policy It> 

ward !mu/, a drastic shut from tJs, t,afljJio11JZJ 

and s11pporliv1 •Jptcial relation.ship' h,w no.s 
• r,lied "PD11 fer du.ad.is. 
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Mr. Robert K. Lifton 
President 

David Kirshenbaum 
3308 Fourth Street 

Oceanside, NY 11572 
(212) 830-2651 (B) 
(516) 764-6945 (H) 

April 13, 1992 

American Jewish Congress 
Steven Weiss Congress House 
15 East 84th Street 
New York, NY 10028 

Dear Mr. Lifton: 

I am an attorney in New York who has been involved in the 

Jonathan Pollard case for a number of years. I have, for 

example, visited with Jonathan on two occasions at the Federal 

Prison in Marion, Illinois and have spoken and written about the 

case. During the course of my activities, I've had the pleasure 

of getting to meet a wonderful group of dedicated people - Jews 

and non-Jews - who are justifiably outraged at the unprecedented 

and draconian like sentence imposed on Jonathan Pollard. One 

such person, Albert Kaplan, shared with me your letter to him 

dated March 30, 1992 (copy enclosed). 

I have long been aware of the decision of the American Jewish 

Congress to turn a deaf ear to Jonathan Pollard's desperate plea 

for help and to ignore the growing sentiment among the "AMCHA" of 

American Jewry to positively respond to that cry for assistance. 

Nevertheless, it still pains me to read a letter like the one you 

wrote to Al Kaplan in which you try to articulate the grounds for 

non-involvement. What is especially frustrating is your reliance 

on the findings of the NACRAC Ad Hoc Committee on the Pollard 

case. That report is so filled with inaccuracies that I can only 

respectfully suggest that if you are truly interested in 

fulfilling your mandate as President of the AJC, you have an 

obligation to look beyond the NACRAC Ad Hoc Report for your 

facts. It is a tragedy that this report, as replete as it is 

with distortions and half-truths, continues to be the source of 

information for responsible organizations. 

Last October, I had the occasion to debate the merits of the 

Pollard case with Jerome Chanes of NACRAC before a UJA Lawyers 

meeting. I can only tell you that the NACRAC position, 

faithfully articulated by Mr. Chanes, met not only with disfavor 

and disbelief, but with outright hostility from the group of 

about sixty lawyers and guests present, all UJA contributors, but 

otherwise of diverse affiliations and backgrounds. 
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I would truly welcome the opportunity to sit down with you and 
talk about the NACRAC report and the Pollard case in general, but 
for the time being, let me simply offer some reactions to the 
specific points raised in your letter. 

For the record, contrary to your suggestion, Ted Olson, Pollard's 
lawyer, has not even once made any "effort to formulate a case 
which demonstrates discrimination against (Pollard] based on his 
Jewishness and the fact that he acted for Israel." Nevertheless, 
many people, within and outside the Jewish community, find this 
conclusion inescapable. Quite frankly, Mr. Lifton, if you are 
looking for a "smoking gun" evidencing anti-Semitism in this 
case, I cannot produce one. There does not exist any written or 
any legally admissible oral statement by any of the principals 
responsible for Pollard's life sentence - the prosecutor, Joseph 
DiGenova, Caspar Weinberger or Judge Aubrey Robinson - to the 
effect that they acted as they did because Pollard was a Jew 
spying for Israel. If it would require a smoking gun to bring 
groups like the American Jewish Congress to join with grassroots 
Jewry, numerous Jewish organizations such as the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center and virtually the entire rabbinical organizational 
structure in this country, then perhaps all of us who urgently 
look to you to join with us, ought to stop wasting our time. 
But, as you know, Mr. Lifton, the U.S. Congress and the courts of 
this country understand that smoking guns usually are non
existent and, accordingly, the law provides that smoking guns 
need not be produced when remedies are sought for alleged past or 
present discrimination. Appropriate inferences can be drawn and 
circumstantial evidence is acceptable. 

This is not simply a case of someone who received a sentence that 
was, as you put it, "very harsh", and it will not due to casually 
and facilely reduce the arguments of advocates for Jonathan 
Pollard to one that "constantly restate(s) the thesis that 
(Pollard] has been sentenced unduly harshly ... 11 If the typical 
sentence for a spy for an allied country was 25 or 30 years, and 
only on very rare occasions would such a spy receive a life 
sentence, one might in that case describe a life sentence as 
simply "very harsh" or "unduly harsh". But Pollard's case is far 
different. He is in a group of one who has been singled out for 
a life sentence when no other spy for an allied country has 
received anything even remotely comparable. 

It is not life imprisonment, as opposed to 30 years; it is life 
versus the four years or less received by every other spy for an 
allied country. It is a life sentence versus the 20 years given 
to Richard Miller, the first FBI agent to spy for the Soviet 
Union (who, by the way, is expected to be paroled next year after 
serving six years). It is life versus the 48 months received by 
Abdulkedar Helmy, who passed U.S. stealth technology to Egypt for 
use in a joint weapons project with Iraq. I know you have heard 
this all before, Mr. Lifton, but if an argument is never refuted 
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or satisfactorily answered in any manner, it does not become 
stale, weak or outdated, no matter how often it is, as you put 
it, "constantly restated". Given the unexplainable gross 
disparity in Pollard's sentence,•your apparent insistence on 
finding a smoking gun proving that Pollard was treated 
differently because he was a Jew spying for Israel is hard to 
understand. 

Consider a situation where nine whites and one black commit the 
same crime but while all the whites get jail terms of four years 
or less, the black person gets life in prison with a 
recommendation against parole and is sent to the most notorious 
prison in the United States. How much credibility would you 
attach in such a case to government assertions that race did not 
play a role in the sentencing? Would you insist on a smoking gun 
proving discrimination? I think not. 

Finally, I do not agree with your rejection and dismissal of the 
thesis that concerted action by the Jewish community could have a 
positive effect on the Jonathan Pollard case. As only one 
example of the importance of the position adopted by groups like 
the American Jewish Congress, one need only look to the editorial 
written by The Washington Post following the adoption of a 
resolution by the American Section of the World Jewish Congress 
supporting commutation of Pollard's sentence to time already 
served. In expressing its opposition to the resolution, The 
Washington Post, in the very first paragraph, cited the lack of 
support of major Jewish groups, like the American Jewish 
Committee, t he American Jewish Congress and the Anti-Defamation 
League. You must know that your refusal to speak out on this 
issue sends a mes sage to the non-Jewish world which, not knowing 
any better, still looks at American Jewry through the prism of 
the major Jewish defense organizations. Moreover, I never knew 
that it was part of our Jewish heritage to support just causes 
only when we can be sure that we will succeed in our efforts. 

A victim of anti-Semitism is no less deserving of the assistance 
of the Jewish community simply because he is unpopular with the 
government or has been victimized by respected government persons 
and institutions. It is easy for Jewish organizations to protest 
the blatant anti-Semitism of a David Duke. It takes some 
backbone, however, to protest the more subtle but nevertheless 
real, manifestations of anti-Semitism in the case of Jonathan 
Pollard. 

If you do the crime you do the time, but under our judicial 
system, the time is supposed to be proportionate to the crime. 
When punishment is selective and terribly excessive, as it so 
obviously is in the Pollard case, it is a perversion of justice. 
Thus even if Jewish groups choose to ignore the anti-Semitism in , . . . 
the Pollard case, they are not absolved from the respons1b1l1ty 
to pursue justice in the Pollard case on humanitarian grounds and 



-4-

they may not shirk from the paramount Jewish duty of aiding in 
the redemption of wrongfully imprisoned captives. The argument 
that the AJC must restrict its activities to cases where there is 
clear evidence of anti-Semitism and that it cannot become 
involved simply on a humanitarian basis is totally transparent in 
view of the positions Jewish defense groups correctly take on 
purely humanitarian issues, of no direct relation to Jews, such 
as the current debate concerning Haitian refugees. 

If the status quo is not changed, Jonathan Pol lard will remain in 
jail until the day he dies. Those Jewish groups which have thus 
far stayed on the sidelines, and in some cases, even undermined 
efforts to help Jonathan Pollard must finally join with 
grassroots American Jewish community to help change that status 
quo. 

When we sit down later this week at the Seder we will all begin 
by inviting all who are hungry to come eat with us. If we cannot 
actually have needy people at our tables, we are obligated to at 
least have made contributions to the poor prior to the Seder. 
Our rabbis t e ll us that we have no right to sit down to our Seder 
and our festive meal unless we have provided in some way for 
others less fortuna t e. In the same spirit, our celebration of 
freedom is meaningless if we allow a Jew like Jonathan Pollard to 
rot in the most notor ious prison in this country. Jonathan 
Pollard is a dedicated Jew who has already paid the price many 
times over for his actions and we must not acquiesce in the 
unjustified prolongation of his imprisonment. I therefore 
implore you to make the decision to lead the American Jewish 
Congress in helping to secure Pollard's long delayed freedom. I 
promise you it will add true meaning to your Seder celebration. 

Very truly yours, 

David Kirshenbaum, Esq. 

DK: jb 
cc: Mr. Albert J. Kaplan 
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212 879 4500 • Fax 212 249 3672 

Offiet of tht Prnidtnt 

March 30, 1992 Mr. Albert J. Kaplan 187-Byrd Street Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 
Dear Al: 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to hear from you a third 

time in our lives since our days at the Yeshiva together on a· 

very difficult topic, namely the Pollard situation. On the last occasion that you wrote me, I sent you the material 

that we made public with respect to our position on Pollard. In 

case that got lost, I am herewith sending you another copy. The reason the situation is so difficult is that every 
organi zation including our own feels that the sentencing of 

Pol lard was very harsh, and sincerely wants to see that sentence 

r e duce d. Unfortunately, with all the best will and desire that 

t h e o r ganized Jewish community can muster, it has not been 

presented with a case strong enough to present it with the 

opportunity to take the kind of action that would impact on the 

length of the sentence. I note that Mr. Pollard's counsel has 

made and is continuing to make every effort to formulate a case 

which demonstrates discrimination against him, based on his 

Jewishness and the fact that he acted for Israel. However, until 

such a case is presented, which frankly requires more than 
constantly restating the thesis that he has been sentenced unduly 

harshly, we have no hard basis on which to act. As painful as it 

is to recognize that, that is the reality. The thesis that if 

only the American Jewish community would speak out publicly on 

the matter, it would change the course of events for Pollard is 

totally without foundation and reality. I am sorry to be so blunt with you, but I think it is better that 

you understand the situation and that the real frustration lies 

in the case being made for Pollard and nbt in the lack of 
activity on his behalf by the organized Jewish community. I hope this letter finds you in good health. Warmest personal regards. 

RKL: ilb 
enc. 

· Sincerely, 

~ 
Robert K. Li f to·n 
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April 20, 1992 
17 Nisan 5752 

Jonathan Pollard/09185-016 
P.O. Box 1000 
Marion, Illinois 62959 

Dear Jonathan~ 

Your letter of March 31 has just arrived at my office. I 
hope that my response to you will reach you with a lesser 
delay. 

Our Commission on Social Action-- which met some weeks ago -
- considered the various issues which you had raised in your 
earlier correspondence with me. They, too, were perturbed, 
as am I, by the length of your sentence and by the severity 
of its application. They reacted with particular sympathy 
to the arguments advanced by the dissenting judge ruling on 
your appeal who felt that your plea bargaining agreement had 
in fact been violated. 

Our Rabbinic association, the CCAR, had added its name as 
amicus curiae to this appeal. Our Commission also 
determined to invite your sister Carol to the upcoming 
meeting of its executive committee in order to determine 
what further steps we might be able to take. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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. Re.solution on the Case of Jonathan Pollard 

The World Jewish Congress American Section emphasizes that persons 
convicted of espionage under the laws of this country should expect to be 
punished under its laws and the Section condemns all crimes of espionage 

against the United States. 

In the case of Jonathan Pollard, the World Jewish Congress American Section 

' notes the findings of the International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists 

that 

1. "Jonathan Pollard's sentence is far harsher than those meted out to many 
persons convicted of spying for the Sqvtet Union and other Soviet-bloc 
counttiies even where such espionage a.cttvlties endangered the lives of 
U.S. agents and the loss of critical strategic and technical data to the 

Soviets;" 

2. "Jonathan Pollard's sentence is grossly inconsistent with, and far harsher 
than the treatment received by other Americans accused or convicted of 
spying for friendly third parties or governments." 

Accordingly, the World Jewish Congress American Section calls for the 
commutation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence to time served. 

MtmMr Orgoniv,tio,ts of tltt Am,ricon S,cdo,,: . 

AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS; AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS; AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE FOR ISRAEL; AMERICAN 

SEPHARDI FEDERATION; AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL; AMIT WOMEN; ASSOCIATION OF REFORM ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; B'NAJ ZION; CENTRAL 

CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS; EMUNAH WOMEN OF AMERICA; FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS; FEDERATION OF RECONSTRUCTIONIST 

CONGREGATIONS AND HA VUROT; HADASSAH; HERUT ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; HIAS; INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF CHILDREN OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST 

SURVIVORS; JEWISH NATIONAL FUND; LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE; MERCAZ; NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL; NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE 

SISTERHOODS; ' NORTH AMERICAN JEWISH STUDENTS' N~TWORK; PIONEER WOMEN/NA'AMAT; POALE AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA; RABBINICAL 

ASSEMBLi, RELIGIOUS ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; UNION Of AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIPNS; UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF 

AMERl(i;A; UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA; WIZO-USA; .WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR CONSERVATIVE JpDAISM; WORKMEN'S CIRCLE; WORLD FEDEllA TION 

OF HU'NG' AN JEWS, U.S.A. DMSION; ZIONIST ORGANlZATION OF AMERICA • • ! • 
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February 10, 1992 

B'NAI 
BRITH 
CANADA 

Ms. Elaine Zeitz, 
Canadian Spokesperson 
for the Pollard Case, 
120 Shelborne Avenue, #1510, 
Toronto, Ontario. M6B 2M6 

Dear Ms. Zeitz: 

The following resolution was passed at a District Administrative Board 
(Board of Directors) meeting of B'nai Brith Canada: 

"Be it resolved that B'nai Brith Canada authorize a delegation to make 
representations to the Ambassador of the U.S. government to commute 
the sentence of Jonathan Pollard to time already served". 

In accordance with this resolution, on February 4 a senior delegation 
from B'nai Brith Canada's Institute for International Affairs met with 
officials at the u.s. Embassy in Ottawa. Enclosed is a press release 
providing information on this meeting. 

We hope that these steps will be helpful to you in your efforts on 
behalf of Jonathan Pollard. 

Please feel free to contact Paul Marcus of our office if you require 
any further information. 

Yours very truly, 

/gr 
cc: Brian Morris, 

National Chairman 
for International 
Paul Marcus, 
National Director 
for International 
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Affairs 

President/President 
Marilyn Wainberg 
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Vin-President Exccutif 

Frank Dimant 

President-Elect 
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Gabrid Na~hman 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
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Frank Dimant, 
Executive Vice President 

Vice-Presidents/Vice-Presidents 
Harry Bloomlield Jack Feingold 

Tom Gussman 

Immediate Past President 
President Sortant 

Moishe Smith 

David Lerner 
Ben Libman 
Jay Mandelker 
Lyle Smordin 
Steve Zatzman 

15 Hove Street 15 rue Hove, Downsvicw, Ontario M3H 4Y8 (416) 633-6224 Fax (416) 630-2159 

MAX GLICKSMAN 
MORRIS GLICK/ CENTRE 



President: 
RABBI DOW MARMUR 

Vice-President: 
DR. LEWIS POCH 

Officers: 
DR. JOEL FAGAN 
ARNOLD FRADKIN 
ERNEST NEUBURGER 
DR. HARVEY ZIMMERMAN 

Immediate Past-President: 
RABBI MICHAEL S. STROH 

Honorary Counsel: 
JOHN A. GELLER, Q.C. 

Arzenu Chairman: 
RABBI MICHAEL S. STROH 

Canadian Council of 
Liberal Congregations 
President: 
STAN SANDLER 

A Constituent of 
THE CANADIAN 
ZIONIST FEDERATION 

A Constituent of 
ARZENU - The International 
Reform Zionist Movement 

An Affiliate of 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN 
HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

KADIMA 

CANADIAN COUNCIL OF REFORM ZIONISTS 

LE CONSEIL CANADIEN DU SIONISME LIBERAL 

Ms. Carol Pollard, 
Executive Director, 
Citizens for Justice for Jonathan Pollard, 
80 Fowler Street, #2L, 
New Haven, CT. 
06515. U.S.A. 

Dear Ms. Pollard, 

February 14, 1992 

Although Kadima is a member of The Canadian Zionist Federation 
and thus associated with its statement of July 18, 1991, I am pleased to re
iterate the support of our members of all those who urge a review of the 
harsh sentence imposed on Jonathan Pollard, and that he be granted executive 
clemency. 

Wishing you success in your endeavours, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

Rabbi Dow Marmur 
President 

534 Lawrence Avenue West, Suite 205, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6A 1A2 Telephone (416) 787-9838 
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JI t is Lime for the Zionist left, in ington were singing a wdl-orchestratcd ended, and for the past 16 years, they 

Israel o.nd in the Diaspora, to speak duel The revelation that Israel had re- have been united in their hope tJ1at any 

out on behalf of Jonathan Pollard: cruitcd an American Jewish spy came living POWs and ,M1/',.s who are still: .· 

• In Israel the leading figure in the . as a severe blow to all !.hose who were • in Southeast Asia will be returned '. t, 

Knesset inulti:.party Pollard lobb.y has·. counting on Americans to replace the . . home. 11,·ey. all.wa:nt.'the bodies of, ? ·'. 

been right-wing MK deula Cohe~. In -~i . Israe_µ eleftorate as the driying force, _, :.'; MIAs returned t~'·th~ States. 'Tiiere 'i{'.\ ' 

the United States, )lie; organizations ~,. . . for peace in the Middle ~ast. . . widespread sympatlly ·foi"thnami°lies •.-

which hayc signed_on ~eir"support for.r. • Many° Israelis argued - Md I w~ ·: of MIAs:,niat sympathy extends to _; :: 

Pollard inclt.ide Agudath Israel, the:. •... one· of them, in a col~mn for the Jeru- . the most:vigorous. opponents q.f the_·:_·_·:. :.: 

Central Conference of American Rabbis sal~m,_P._o? ~ th_a~ the_I'?!larct. opera-, ·... Vie~arri . war.,:_-.:~;,~·- :·.:,,,·,/ ::;'._..: ·;:_:,;~- ,;,--~; 

and the Am~ricari Section of the World · tion was, from its incep~ton, a stupid ... ·. Israel also.has.its own POW.and:.: .•. , 

Jewish Congress· .. Thot.igh ·there are: .. :_ ,.:~. '. ··risk)the.risk of being caught, we felt,: . . MIJ\· pro~l~!D .-:::-)lie_ seve~ js~';_lis :_;:•:-':•·:. 

Labor MKs in,.the Pollard_lobby in ... ; • .-; . _was :raj greater than _the possibie re-, ~-·,; · · . .. who didn't return from Lebanon~ 1;;1eL 
Israel: and' probably some left-wing , :< : .· ._-.wards.of the.intelligence he prov1ded.' ·-,~ •• was aJso .d~pl/div-ide(fci~ei-,.'t11e:Leb~·: .;· 

supporters.o°f Pollard among American.: .. •,;. ·w_e also argued tlu1t,_in:spite of.iJ1e anon _w?I, But a11 ·_1sra~lis,:)eft- an{.:.\~ 

Jews,,¢e_Pq+Ia!d case has been adop~ , stup~~f)'.:_of the whole ·opci-ation)L,. ,; ~- right-wing, Peace Now and Gu.sh Emu: 

largely _by.0~ .rig_ht ., .. , . .. ,{.- . .° ___ .w_~J~rael's responsibility !,O 0e Pol-.-:,:i nim alike, _suppoit ou'r.goverji~-~~-<s_/·;~.: 

I think there are two reasons for ._ . . lards to help get them out. Ann Pol- -. efforts to get our POWs and 1v1lAs . .. ·.-

this, one ~cti,c_al and one strategic . . -~·. iardis-~pp.carance _on _60 Miri'utes: -~·ith /~-•. back_ aliye._ 'I]lere ·i~:.widesp~~d-;ym~:;,·~ _ 

The tactical reason is that the chair- her re-enactment of how they were ...... · pathy for the families of those men.:: .. • .. , 

man of ili.e.~bor ~arty (2nd l~der of :._· denie,~ ~e safety of the Israe~-~ .. ; .;.:,_-:~ . _. Jhe ~e logi~ _applies.-,t_o __ Y?~-~91·- "· 

Israel'.s le~t),_.~himor: Peres, was Prime E1:1b?.-?sy _in W~ashington, touched th(? ,-. lards. Even _if,o_ne d_oesn'uupport_ or,;_,..:. 

Minister at Ll1e ti-:ce of Pcll:c!'d' s 2r.:est. he~rts of m:my r.ere i;, •he Jewish condon_ e the employment of Americ'an • •. 
i.:-
, , Yitzhak Rabin was Defenc;e Minister. · state. . . .Jews·by Isra~li:intelligence.to spv:,-:::: ,_,· 

·, The Labor_ leadership immediately of- .. Looking bu~.< on the case six yc:ars from within the· intelligence _commum-·, 

•· fered its support to the American inves~ . later, it has now become clear that the . • ... ty in the U.S. ;_.._ even if one thinks:f -~---

Ligators. ~ho came to Israel, returned all Pollard operation may not have been • that Israel's'_actions· we~;~in~,- ;: ,. )._ 

•. the Pollard documents to the American the stupid risk we thought it was. One • stupid, or JU.St plain '.wrong· :_,;. the f~ci : ·•. 

'•. . government, and turned its back on the result of the Gulf war was the revela- . . remains that Jay _Pollard is· sitting in -.:,"'.::· 

Pollards. Peres. and Rabin bore respon-: ;, . _. ti~n --~t Israel was prep3!ed for chem_-, an isolation_ cell. deepunder~und-in_,, if: 

t sibility for Pollard at the time he was .. i · ical warfare because of the documents. the K-blockof _the .federal maximum ,.,_;:._ 

caught; th_ey .w,ere· runnir:g _the ·country_,:_{· .. Jay Pollard was able to provide. The ·. · : . security facility,.lll Marion: .IJi.ino,is. ·:· -;,. , 

:_ when he_ was be_trayed: In _the Knesse_t,:,;_. " . Reagan ;qdmin!stration .·-;,:ould not tell .:,: : He has b:yery _in_ sol,itary_ confm~mel')t.;,·.-__ . 

-·· invC.Sµgatio~ of_µie case,.h_eaded by 1vfK_ .. _us"\~hat ~aq,~ chemicatand nuclw, _. ,: for more than four years.-He_ hB.S _not. •.:1 •• 

"_ Abba Eban, the_ Labor representative~ ;._. , . : capa~ilities .yere. Jay P~!lard, told us .. , .. _ • seen the sun. -7,;;~·-~-:-,i;i_ :/.~.~- .;. ,. ::,,: , .- ; < _ 

, led th~ wayjn ,supp<;)ft of the .. •. • .. , , . . . th~t. 17.rn.;lks to his info~ation, fT!il~ . .- , .. His _.yife,. fu1n _H.endersoi:i Po~ard, ,:-

/ : governi:nen(d~ision to cooperate V;lith - lion~ of _gas.masks and a!Jopin needles ,,· was treated brutally puring _he[: stay: in .,.:, 

:. the Americ~·; whµe it was the right -·: . : -. were distributed in time. As one Israeli :- American prisons an_d _emerged, accord- . 

;, . wing whic~· criticized ·that c~p-. • . . ::-_ • ~. . writing d~ring the SCUD attacks put ·-.. , , ing 'to sorne p~~ss riports, a _drug. act'- _,. •1,. 

' .. · era.lion. :· .::~·.:·Si;"~'\ :-~/., :: . • : ,. :. • • '· • ... . ; -it, every''i.frne tie went i!1t0 the: sealed:· . , diet She has been_. in 'and.out.of Israeli ;, _- · 

• The ·str~;teg'i/reaso~ -~s 'a littl~?." •.• r09m·;-)a'y Pollard was _t,tier<witli hi~.~-~ hospitals; hifr_Ii_f~_ancther: .. ~.ealth. perma:_.::· • 

deeper: The.Iiaei..i left has, for se'vera('.. . _.· ·_ But,ev~n if one can'.1ot condone the ; •.• nently.destroyed.'_AJewi_sh_family,has. ;:_:· , 

. years _now, be;en u1creasingly pro~Amer- • . employment of an Ameri~an le:v. like , been destroyed, aJ'!d th~ IST_aeli gov~f!l" ,·: 

ican. As the left .weakened from one . . Pollard, or thinks that Ll1is particubr ment does nothing. Meanwhile, Jay .· , ... 

Knesset el~Lion campaign to the ne~t-; , •••. c~'\vas a stupid, unn<:.eessary .risk:·· ._ Pol.lard's jailois·cont.inue ·w,ask him ... -

_. disillusion~ leaders of the peace camp . . , ,,,. the fact remains that Pollard was an·_. .. ,· ,., . . , .. to provide the names of other. Amer--:- ., ·· 

began to· talk openly of American · • · ·· Israeli agent _risking his life and his ... .... ican Jews who .were irivblved ·in espi~- •••. • ., 

pressure on the Likud government be- freedom for the Jewish pcopl~. To·· "·-:.' onage on behalf of Isr:aeI: • • . • . • . . ' .· 

ing the only way to push the peace make the point clearer, I thi!1,l< we can .: ••• Enough is enough:·Americans who~ :·· 

process forward. Often it seemed as if look at the issue of POWs and MIAs: •• spied for the Sov_iet Union have been·· ,·. 

the Labofleadership in Tel Aviv and -~ Americans were deeply divided over in and out of jail in th_e time Jay Pol-

the Republican leadership i.n Wash- · the, VietncU11 war. But when ·tne·war -- ... • lard has been sitt.ing in his cell in Mari-

' I' , . • • • • •. ,:, . ; ; :_ · ', 

. on. His sentence is excessively long. _ 
President Bush has made it clear he has 
no' intent.ion 'of lctt.ing Pollard ou't'. .Is: . 
raclis and Arncricari)ews, o~ the_ right ' . 
,incl left . 11~11<:t 1i1nkc··c·ci'tr111i'on· c'au:sc to • 

. . . . . ' 

increase.the pressure on botJ, govern- . 
ments now. The Zionist left has a role 
to ptiy_ and \,;e mu st play it_. \Ve must 
do our_part to get Jay Polbrd o_ut of-. 

• • prison :rncl home to Israel. 

: ..... •· · ... ,. 
-Eric Lee 

Kibbutz Ei n Dor 

ERIC LEE is a veteran socialist activ
·ist and olchfrom 1he U.S. and an oc
casional contributor 10 I l-1. 
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A meeting with ) Ona than Ponard.:, 
David Kirschenbaum 

THE drive from .St. Louis air
port to the Federal Prison in 
Marion, Illinois, to visit Jona

than Pollard is filled with anticipa
tion. You hope to bring some much• 
needed and friendly human contact 
to someone who should no longer be 
imprisoned, yet remains incarcerat
ed in the us·s most notorious pris
on. He is aow beginning the seventh 
year of a life st,ntence. 

The return trip is filled with feel
ings of sadness and anger from see
ing first-hand how terrible the con
sequences can be when justice is 
perverted. 

Ha,ing visited Jonathan last year, 
I was less jarred this time by the 
fortress-like structure at Marion, 
with its frightening watchtowers and 
its series of iron gates and doors. 

Jonathan is incarcerated under
ground in an eight-cell ward known 
as the K-Unit, the most tightly 
guarded unit in Marion prison. 
Newsweek described the unit as "a 
collection of prisoners who arc there 
for symbolic reasons, to show what 
the Federal Government can do if it 
really gets angry." According to the 
magazine, Jonathan is the most 
well-guarded prisoner in the unit. 

The activity that landed him in the 
K-Unit was transmitting to Israel 
cla!>Sified US documents concerning 
the weapon systems and military ca
pabilities of various Arab states, in
cluding information about Iraqi ef
forts to produce chemical, biological 
and nuclear weapons. He was given 
a life sentence and sent to the K
Unit even though he was never even 

, charged with acting to injure the 
us. 

' Seeing Jonathan in that under
. ground meeting room was a bitter

sweet moment. Very glad to meet 
him again. I was momentarily over

! come by the enormity of his tragedy . 
Unlike my first visit. which was 

monitored by a member of US Na
val Intellige nce , th is meeting was 
?:lowed to take place without Jn\' 

overt government presence . I sat 
down with Jonathan at abou t 10 o'· 
clock a.m; we t:ilked about a range 
of matters until I was required to 
leave after 3 p.m. 

Jonathan had plenty he wanted to 
talk about. I le showed me the 
ptayerbook presented to him by Is-

rael's Sephardi chief rabbi : ~iorde• 
chai Eliahu, who visited Jonathan 
last October. It contained a very 
moving handwritten inscription, and 
it was clear that Jonathan was pro
foundly touched by the chief rabbi's 
,isit. Jonathan hopes it will send a 
message to those Je.,..ish leaders who 
have failed to extend any type of 
assistance to him all these years. 

He hopes that just as his case has 

energy problems, sleeping only two 
to four hours a night. He acknowl
edges that this virtually constant 
mental activity is in part a defense 
mechanism against the depression 
be experiences wben his thoughts. 
are not distracted from tbe tragedy 
of his situation. 

As for physical activity, be is con
fined to his cell 23 hours a day and 
allowed out for only one hour of 

It's easy to protest the blatant antisemitism 
of a David Duke. It takes courage to protest 
the more subtle variety in the Pollard case 
united virtually the entire Knesset, 
regardless of party affiliation, over 
the fact that he should be released 
from prison, so too the American 
Jewish community might be able to 
unite on the fundamental principle 
of pidyon shvuyim - the redemption 
of captives. 

Jonathan spends a significant 
amount of time studying desalina
tion and alternative energy, areas of 
great concern to Israel in which he 
hopes to contribute in the future. 
,He took great pleasure in explaining 
some practical applications of his 
r~earch. 

Although his academic and pro
fessional background is in the area 
of political science. it is clear that he 
is one of those brilliant people who 
are able to excel in any chosen area. 
It is equally clear that Jonathan has 
inherited at least some of his scien
tific acumen from his father, Dr. 
Morris Pollard . a renowned profes
sor of microbiology at Notre Dame 
University . 

JO:'JA TI-IA'.\' also spends much 
of his day reading and corre
sponding about his case. He is. 

however. not always at liberty or in 
the position to respond to every
thine said or written about him -
and.- unfortunately, there have been 
a tremendous number of false state
ments a:1d outright lies. The restric
tions and limit J-t 1ons pbccd on his 
freedom to get his message ac ross 
and to respond to falsehoods and 
misinformation is. obviously, a 
source of trem.:ndous fru stration for 
him . 

fon.ithan has thrown himself fully 
into his legal case and into his pur
suit of solutions 10 Israe l's water and 

recreation. This takes place either 
indoors, or outside in an area sur• 
rounded by high concrete walls on 
all sides. It's been years since he saw 
the sky or the sun. 

Jonathan's appeal of his life ;en
tence is now pending before the 

"federal Circuit of Appeals in Wash
ington, DC. It is important t<;> note 
one thing, however. The specific le
gal issues raised in the appeal -
whether the sentencing judge failed 
to ensure that his plea of guilty r~
sultcd from undue coercion and 
whether the government breached 
any or alt three pro~s it made to 
Jonathan in return for his agreement 
to waive his right to a trial and plead 
guilty to the charge against him - are 
not the same as the issues before the 
Jewish community. 

The Pollard case should be signi fi
cant to the Israeli government and 
to the American Jewish community 
because a Jew has been singled out 
to receive a tot:illy unprecedented 
draconia n pun,~hment. After six 

ye~ of incarcer~tion in one of _ihe 
harshest prisons in the US, the ttme 
for his release is long overdue. -

No other American who spied for 
an allied country ever received more 
than five years in prison, and the 
overwhelming number of Amen: 
cans who spied for enemies of the 
US received sentences substantiall) 
less than life imprisonment. 

Much as as we might feel better 
denying or ignoring it, it is hara to 
avoid the conclusion that what re,;ill) 
seems to have damned Jonathan 
Pollard was the fact that he is a lew 
and that the country on whose be
half he was spying was Israel. , 

A victim of antisemitism deserves 
the assistance of the Israe li govern
ment and the American Jewish lead
ership no less because he is unpopu: 
Jar with the US government or ,has 
been victimized by respected •US 
government personnel and insi1tu! 
tions. ; 

It is easy for Jewish leaders anq 
organizations to protest the blalant 
antisemitism of a David Duke. Il 
takes some courage, however to 
protest the more subtle, but never
theless real , manifestations of anti
semitism in the case of Jonathan 
Pollard. , 

If the status quo is not changed. 
Jonathan Pollard will spend the resl 
of his life in jail. Those Jewish lead
ers and organizations, both in Israd 
and the US, who have lhus fa~ 
staved on the sidelines and. in some 
cases. even undermined efforts to 
help Jonathan, must be prevailed 
upon to help change that status quo . 

The writer is active in eff orrs to 
bring (about Jonathan Pollard's· 
release. 



White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

February, 1992 

1Dear Mr. President; 

As citizens of the U.S. who strongly believe in democracy, fairness, and honesty, we must 

express to you our deep disappointment"over s~veral matters of American policy, some recent, 

and one of many years' standing. 
We are outraged by the fact that-our administration has not taken the least notice, or action, 

over the expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from Kuwa~t, yet stridently joined 

in a U..N. vote to "strongly co~demn" the State of Israel for issuing an expulsion order for 

twelve known terrorist agitators from territories it administers. Even Saddam Hussein's 

murderous invasion of Kuwait was condemned, but not strongly. by the U.N. Do you consider 

the action of the Israelis to be more reprehensible than Iraq's invasion?? 

We are grieved that our government holds back on its earlier promise of guaranteeing a $10 

billion loan for its only stable ally in the Middle East, needed for humanitarian purposes. To 

force Israe.(not to build se~tlem~nts on territory having no official owner, only because.Arab 

governments refused to negotiate for over 40 years about its status, means in effect that the 

U.S. has decided before negotia~ons that this land must become exclusive Arab property. We 

have no right to make such legal determinations before the negotiations take place. 

Worst of all - the U.S. government ha_s treated a convicted spy, -ivho spied during peacetime 

for a friendly ally, worse than any other traitor in our time, includirlg those (the Walkers) who 

spied for an avowed enemy at the time, and caused great damage to our cause. Jonathan 

Pollard primarily caused emban;assment to our government, that it did not warn Israel about 

impending threats to its existence from an array of enemies all around it. Keeping Pollard in, 

solitary confinement for seven years is as ugly an act as the abominable actions of the French 

Government towards Alfred Dreyfuss early in this century. In recording this terrible blot on 

American justice, history will condemn not only Caspar Weinberger for his deviousness, but 

every American president who refused to undo this blatant discrimination of administering a 

punishment that does not fit th~ crime, and indeed smacks of naked ~nti-Semitism. 

Mr. President - the time has come for you to release Mr. Pollard from his long incarceration, 

and to take the necessary courageous political steps that will demonstrate that you r4cognize 

the important contributions to our own country and to stability in the 'Middle East b:i Israel -

the only democracy in the entjre area. The eyes of all citizens of the U.S. who care for 

democracy and even-handedness are upon you in this election year. Please give us th~ kind o~ 

bold leadership tb~t will prove you merit another term as leader of OtJI' great nation{' 

Respectfully, NAT!ONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL 

I I, 



RABBINICAL ASSOCIATION OF VANCOUVERNICTORIA 

January 8, 1992 

Mr. William Barr 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue & 10th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

TeveVShevat5752 

We, of the Rabbinical Association of Vancouver (RAV), endorse the World 
Jewish Congress resolution on Jonathan Pollard and appeal to the Justice 
Department of the United States to move to commute Mr. Pollard's sentence to 
time served (6 years.) 

We, in no way are attempting to pass judgement or comment on the trial or to 
condone espionage. What we are concerned with is the issue of the 
appropriateness of the length of his sentence in light of sentencing of others who 
were guilty of spying for our "then" enemy, the Soviet Union. Pollard was 
sentenced for spying for Israel and his sentence has been longer and harsher. 

As an act of justice tempered by kindness and leniency, we urge in the strongest 
terms possible that Jonathan Pollard's sentence be commuted. 

COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

/ia 

' 

Rabbi Ronnie Cahana 
Chairman, RAV 

4350 OAK STREET, VANCOUVER, 13 .C., V6112H4. Tel: (604) 731-4161. FAX (604) 731-4909 
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"F~w voices are heing raised in this country to protest the life 
sentence handed down to Jonathan Pollard, the American Jew 
cnm,ictctl of spying for Israel. Particularly deafening i~ the:: sile~ce 
frcG1 the orf;:mized Jewish community." Thal w:r; the opcnmg 
par,;graph in the editorial tbat ran _in this space on Jan. 12, 1989. 
H::s anything changed d~ring the past three years? , . 

Certainly there has been no change in the conJ1t1ons of the 
former naval analvst who turned over to Israel secret documents 
about the locatio11s of chei'nical and biological weapons arsenals 
in Iraq, Libya and Syria - infonnation that the Pentago~ should 
have, but didn't, share with its allv. For most of the past six years, 
he h.1s remained in solitary confinement in the federal peniten
tiary in Marion, IL. 

"\fainstreem" American Jewish organizations generally persist 
in their refusal to become involved in Pollard's quest for a new 
tri2I or for reduction of his sentence to time served. (His appeal to 
set ::iside his plea bargain, on the grounds that it was violated by 
the: U.S. government, is now being considered by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia.) 

However, a -groundsv,ell of support for Pollard is growing, 
particularly among American rabbis. Rabbinical associations 
across the continent and from every Jewish denomination have 
passed resolutions voicing support for Pollard's appeal. A few 
sec.u!ar leaders· - notably, Seymour Reich, past chair of the 
Conference of ?residents of Major Jewish Organizations - are 
also beginning to stand up for Pollard. Reich was among the 
speakers at the first major "compassion" rally on Pollard's behalf, 
held in Los Angeles on Jan. 12. • 

A..fter (stupidly) e::ploiting Pollard and (reprehensibly) denying 
him safe haven, the Israeli authorities are only now beginning to 
n-:liy to his cause. Again, the rabbis go before the camp; Israel's 
Sephardi chief rabbi, Mordechai Eliahu, has been one of the few 
Isrneli dignitaries to visit Pollard in prison. 

Pollard's c~se c.onstitutes ,a maze of legal comple;;ities and 
go\1emJTlent duplicity, with strong overtones of anti-Semitism. 
The convicted spy has 6.Jways admitted he broke the law and 
should serve time. But, in 1987, he had the book thrown at him by 
tt:e judge, despite his plea bargain - made with the understand
ing that the prosecution would not seek a life sentence. 

While it didn't, Pollard received the stiffest sentence ever 
hand~ down t~ an American who spied for an ally - because the . 
then secretary of defense, Caspar Weinberger (perhaps rcs;:iond
ing to his own t,~isted discomfiture over his Jewish ancestry), 
signed court papers urging severity due to "the magnitude of the 
tr~on committed." One of the prcsecutors repeated the slur i.n 
court, speaking of Polla'.rd's:"traitorous conduct." 

\Vhether Pollard is an authentic Jewish ·he'ro who put -Israel's 
welfare first (as his supporters insist), or no more than a felon who 
delivered secrets to a foreign goverr..mcnt for material gain (us his 
detractors hold), Pollard is noz guilty of treason. • 

The Constitution clearly defines that crime. "Treason against 
~he United State!- shall consist only in levying war against them or, 
m adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort." Even 
a self-hating semi-Jew.like Weinberger cannot claim that Pollard 
helped Israel make war on the U.S. or that 1srael is an enemy. 

Pollard was betrayed - not onty by his Israeli handlers, but also 
by the U.S. government and the justice system. The Wall Street 
Joun:alwrote (on Sept. 4, 1991): ."No crime entitles prosecutors to 
indu~e plea bargains with broken fromises or bullying tactics." 

With Pollard's appeal now under judicial considerr.tion, it is 
time for American Jews to consider seriously whether he is a 
vi::tim of injustice and, if they deem he i.s - as we do - they 
s~ould overcome the shah-shtilJ mentality and speak out boldly for 
his release - or a new tiial. 
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Whereas Jonathan Poilard, an admitted spy for Israel, received an 
unduly cruel and unusual punishment for spying for a friendly nation 
in a non-wartime era; _and 

Whereas Mr. Pollard.· has already spent over five years in solitary 
confinement, ' , • • • 

The New York Board of Rabbis calls upon President Bush to commute 
the sentence of Jonathan Pollard to time served on humanitarian and 
compassionate grounds. 



THE BROOKLYN BOARD OF RABBIS 
ORTHODOX -CONSEHVATIVE - REFORM 

RESOLUTION ON THE Ci\SE 017 JON.i\TH.i\N POLLARD 
THE BROOKLYN BOARD OF RABBIS 
JANUARY 16, 1992 

The Brooklyn Board of Rabbis emphasizes that persons convicted of 

espionage under the laws of this country should expect to be 
punished under its laws and The Brooklyn Board of Rabbis condemns 

crimes of espionage against the United States. 

In the case of Jonathan Pollard The Brooklyn Board of Rabbis notes 

the findings of the International Association of Jewish lawyers and 
Jurists that: 

"Jonathan Pollard's sentence is far harsher than those 
meted out to many persons convincted of spying for the 
Soviet Union and other Soviet-bloc countries even where 
such espionage activities endangered the lives of U.S. 
agents and resulted in the loss of critical strategic 
and technical data to the Soviets. Jonathan Pollard's 
sentence is grossly inconsistent with and far harsher 

than the treatment received by other Americans accused 
or convicted of spying for friendly third parties or 
governments." 

Accordingly, The Brooklyn Board of Rabbis asks that Jonathan 

Pollard's sentence be communted to time served. 
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MBR Resolution on the Case of Jonathan Pollard 

October 16, 1991 Heshvan 8, 5752 

In light of the fact that Jonathan Pollard's sentence of 

life imprisonment for the crime of espionage Is far harsher 

than the treatment of many of those convicted of spying for 

the Soviet Union and other unfriendly nations and grossly 

inconsistent and far harsher than the punishments received 

by other Americans convicted of spying for friendly third 

parties or governments, the Massachusetts Board of Rabbis 

calls for the commutation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence to 

the six years of time already served in solitary confinement. 
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More ·news 

By Melissa Peerless · 
Editorial Intern · 

The Cincinnati Board of 
Rabbis has joined the recent 
groundswell of community 
groups speaking out against the 
sentence of Jonathan Pollard, 
the American Jew convicted of 
passing United States military 
secrets to Israel. 

At a recent meeting, the Cin
cinnati Board of Rabbis draft
ed a resolution asking that Pol
lard's sentence be reconsidered 
and stating its belief that Pol
lard's sentence is too harsh for 
the crimes he committed. 

Board President Rabbi Abie · • 
Ingber said: "The Pollard case 
was the most important Jewish 
spy case since the Rosenbergs. 
The Jewish community was 
embarrassed and scared that 
Jews would be equated with 
treason, communism and sim
ilar kinds of emotions. 

"In this case, tl,ere was the 
extra dimension of dual loyalty 
that American Jews have to the 
United States and to Israel to · 

• complicate the issue." ' 
• ·1 ngber said that Pollard felt 
the United States was not only 
greatly endangering Israel, but 
also acting against the formal 
U.S. policy. He felt it was his 
duty .to stop the activities, and 
did so by passing along naval 
information to Israel. 

Pollard received a much more 
stringent sentence for his activi
ties than other people who were 
convicted of similar crimes. 
Pollard was also sentenced for 
t~e crime of treason, which he 
did not commit, lngt;,er noted. 

There have also been charges 
that Pollard.was sentenced un
fairly because of personal feel
ings of former Defense Secre
tary Caspar Weinberger and 
others invol\'ed in the case. 
• Ingber said: "At first, the 
Jewish community did what
ever they did, which was prim
arily a response characterized 
by silence. Now many institu-

: tions and groups are calling for 
a reassessment oft he severity of 

. the sentence that Jonathan Pol
lard received. It is completely 

" ;,.· ... 

THE AMERIC~N ISRAELITE 

out of line with similar cases." 
Acting ·· as ·president _of the 

• Boar·d of Rabbis, Ingber wrote 
Pollard a-letter telling him that 

• the Cinci_nnati Board of Rabbis 
supports · him and enclosing 
their resolution: 

Although the board objects 
to Pollard's sentence, the reso-

, Pollard also st~essed 
that he has learned 
from his prison stay 
and that he is ... 
committed to Israel. 

lution clearly states that it finds 
espionage to be a serious, puni
shable crime. 

The opening paragraph of 
the resolution reads, "Persons 
convicted of espionage under 
the laws of this country should 
l!Xpect to be punished ... and the 
Cincinnati Board of Rabbis 
condemns crimes of espionage 

··:_. THURSDAY, SEJ>TEMBER _5, 1991 

against the United States." 
Ingber recentlY. received a . I . 

letter of response from Pollard, 
who wrote from prison in Mar
ion, Ill. Pollard's letter thanked 
the Board of Rabbis• for their 
resolution and request ·on his 
behalf. 

Pollard also attempted to 
explain "how and why (he) was 
capabh: of taking the actions 
that (h-!) did." Pollard also en
closed similar resolutions from 
other Jewish groups and organ
izations from throughout the 
United States. 

Pollard wrote, "I have always 
accepted the fact that I am not 
above the law, and deserve to 
be punished for my actions, 
however well motivated I may 
have believed them to be." 

At the time, I was faced with 
a cruel dilemma in which I 
thought I had to chobse be
tween the law and my con
science. The danger that I per
ceived to Israel's existence was 
so acute that I instinctively 
chose action over reflection .. 

"I now know that that was 

. .. . :-: . ., 
__ ;,- ! -~ .. v r . c---.~ .. r :~ . 

wrong. I should have made the 
. effort to discover a legal solu

tion to the ·predicament that I 
faced.· For · this error in judg
ment 1 am sorry." ' - ;.; 

Pollard also stressed that he 
has learned from his prison stay 
and that he is ' still ' strongly 
committed· to 'Israel and the 
Jewish people. • 

Pollard closed his letter by 
thanking Ingber again and said: 
"Let me just thank you once 
again;Rabbi, from the bottom 
of my heart for the resolution. 
Perhaps in the not too distant 
future, my friend, we can meet 
in Israel, where we can talk of 
better things. · Until then, 
though, please know that I will 
never forget your uncommon 
decency and courage·." 

Although those who have 
filed resolutions and amicus 
curiae briefs in support of Pol
lard do not know what effect, if 
any, these actions will have on 
Pollard's future, support con
tinues to increase as more or
ganizations speak out on Pol
lard's behalf. I :. 
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UNITED STATES OP AMEJUCA 

BRUSSELS, 19th November 1991 

concern case ~f ~onatban PQLWP 

'!'he board of the coordination commit.tee of the 

Belgian Jewish organisations (C.C.O.J.B.) wishes to 
express its support for Mr Jonathan ~OLLARD. It also 
supports strengly the 0pinion that the american justice 
has in this casQ given a sentence which seems dispro~ 
portionate with the actions he is accused of. 

Therefore, the c.c.o.J.S. and his president will 
do every et·t·ort necessary to ensure Jonathan POL.I...A~U in 
set free as soon as possible, by adressing the arnerican 
authorities and keeping the media constantly informed of 
their proceedings. 

Sincerely yours, 
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SEpltAnAdic SociETY of MANliATTAN 

163 Eo..!J.l 671:h ~hut • dVav <yo'tk, c:N.<y. 10021 • (212) 737-6900 

November 26, 1991 

O,.,,Jor: Ms. Carol Pollard 
'l)c1w'el .7ll"11lam11cl-Jfa.,<lh•Executi ve Director 

CITIZENS FOR JUSTICE FOR JONATHAN POLLARD 
80 Fowler Street #21 
New Haven, CT 06515 

Dear Ms. Pollard: 

At a recent meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 

Sephardic Society of Manhattan, the following resolution 

was passed unanimously regarding Jonathan J. Pollard: 

"Insomuch as Jonathan J. Pollard has been incarcerated 

in numerous federal correctional facilities under harsh and 

severe conditions for the past six years for the crime of 

espionage, for delivering national defense information 

which should have freely been available to Israel, we 

believe that a re-examination of his sentence and his 

immediate release from prison would be appropriate and 

just. 11 

We wish you luck and success in your endeavors. 

Very truly yours, 

Rabbi Yedidia Azarahian 

Asher Roshanzami 
President 
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The Board of Rabbis of Southern Cal ifornia 

j1't)l71i'l ,7'Jil~'1jJ ~~ O'J,J,iil 71.)~ 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY 
BOARD OF RABBIS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

August 27, 1991 

PAUL DUBIN 
F.u•r11l1t1c V1cC' Prcsid(•11t 

MARTIN B. RYBACK 
{)uf',·tc,r iJ/ Chap.'ui11ry 

Jonathan Pollard is presently serving a life sentence for 
passing classified information to a nation friendly to 
the United States. In contrast, Abdelkader Helmy, an 
Egyptian- born American citizen, was sentenced to just 46 
months in prison for illegally exporting to Egypt, for 
the benefit of the Egyptians and the Iraqis, 420 pounds 
of a material used in Stealth Aircraft, along with 
missiles and rockets. Samuel Morison, an analyst at the 
U. S. Navy's ultra secret Naval Intelligence Support 
Center, was sentenced to two years for selling classified 
photographs of Soviet Naval Vessels. Navy Ensign Steve 
Bans received only a two year prison term for illicitly 
transmitting code indices and a document on electronic 
warfare to South Africa. 

And, in addition , even many convicted of spying for 
hostile nations have received prison sentences 
significantly less than Poll&rd 1 s. For example, William 
~Iolden Bell was sentenced to eight years for providing 
information on antitank missiles and radar technology to 
a Polish agent, and even those convicted of spying for 
the Soviet Union have received sentences considerably 
less than life imprisonment. 

Yet, although never accused nor convicted of treason, 
Jonathan Pollard is serving an unprecedented life 
sentence in solitary confinement , with no realistic 
chance for parole, for passing classified information to 
an allied country. 

Therefore, we call upon ~he President a~d the Justice 
Department of the United States Government to recognize 
that the punishment meted out to Jonathan Pollard has 
been unduly harsh. His incarceration reflects a clear 
excess of punishment in comparison with that given to 
others sentenced for similar actions,, and we therefore 
call for the commutation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence 
to the five and one half years he has already served . 

,::,;~5 'r' 1!LSHI P': fiOULEV,4.RD, LOS A:--l'>""LES, CA 90048 (213) 852-1234 
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Secrotary 
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Treasursr 
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RABBI MORDECAI SIMON 

Ms . Carol Pollard 
80 Fowler Street - Unit 2C 
New Hav0n , CN 0561 5 

Dear Ms . Pollard: 

August 29, 1991 

Fax #203 - 389-2444 

At a meeting of the Ghicago Board of Rabbis held on August 
28, 1991, the following resolution was passed. 

"Whereas the punishment meted out to Jonathan 
Pollard has been far harsher then those meted 
out to many persons convicted of spying even 
where such espionage ac t ivities endangered the 
lives of United States agents, and because 
Jonachan Pollard's sentence is grossly inco
sistent with and far harsher then the treatment 
received by other A~ericans accused or convicted 
of spying for friendly third parties of governments, 
the Chicago Board of Rabbis calls for the commutation 
of Jonathan Pollard's sentence to time served or 
at least a reduction of his sentenc e to equal the 
level proportionate to that of others who have been 
convicted of spying for friendly nations." 

Rab~i Louis M. Tuchman 
President 



~~oj~~, O\j.:1,,1 1:lii 

Min~eso+a .A. abb·:c: a Associatio 

RESOLUTION OH THE CASE OF JONATHAN POLLARD 
:MINNESOTA RABBINICAL ASSOCIATION 

OCTOBER 7.8, 1991 

The Minnesota Rabbi~i~al Assoc~ation e~ph~sizes that 
persons convicted of espionage under the laws of this 
count.i·y should expect to be punished under its laws and 
tn8 Mi11nesota Rabbinical Association condemns crimes 0( 
espionage against the United Stato.s. 

In the case of Jon~than PoJlard the Minnesota Rabbir1ical 
AssociatJon notes the findings of The International 
Association of ~e~lsh Lawyer5 dnd Jurists that: 

11 Jcnc1t:hc1n r~)lla.r<l's ::;en 1.::or:CG is far n.a~:-sh,~~ • __ l"',;::;1 
-:.:;~ose r.-1.::,t,~d 19ut to .r-'.0.ny oerson•-:; c:0nvi2t:c.i cf 
spying for tl'1e Sov .i.0-t: UnL.m 2.ncl ct.Ler Sov i.Pt·-bJ.oc 
r.c-.untri.e::;. even where sue~: espio;12..1.Je act ~•J.iti0.s 
e:1danger0J. the lives of U.S. ugen::.s a'!'"ld res,~1,.;::_._t 
1n the loss of critical strategic and tecl111ical 
data to the Soviets . Jonathan Pollard 1 s sentence 
is grossly inccnsistent with and far hdrsher than 
the treatment received by other Americans accused 
or convicted of spying for friendly third parties 
or governments." 

;.,_cco:::-cin;;ly, the N:>mc,:oota Rc::.bbinicr.J. Association asks 
~~at ~ona~han Pollard's sentence be commuted to time 
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THE BOARD OF JEWISH rvflN1STERS OF GREATER MONTREAL 

LA COMl\JIISSION RABBINIQUE DU GRAND MONTREAL 

1590 Avenue Dodeur Penfield, Moat.rial, Quebec H3G lCS 

Telephone (514) 931-7531 

STATEMENT CONCER1\1ING 

THE CASE OF JONATHA.i~ POLLARD 

- The Boa-rd ofTe\visTi Ministe-rs- o-roreater Montreal, . repre~·enfii-fg 

congregational and communal rabbis of all branches of Judaism, fully 

supports the Resolution on the Case of Jonathan Pollard adopted by the 

World Jewish Congress, American Section. 

'vVhile we agree than any individual convicted of crimes of espionage 

against the United States should be punished according to the laws of that 

country, we believe that the punishment meted out to Jonathan Pollard has 

been unduly severe and not consistent with that of others convicted of the 

sainc crime, even in cases the consequences whereof were far more critical. 

Accordingly, we call for Jonathan Pollard's sentence to be commuted to 

time served. 
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CONGRES JUIF CANADIEI\ 

CA1'\JADI.Ai'\l JEV!ISH COKGRESS 

REGJON DU QUEBEC/QUEBEC REGW:--: 

July 2, J.991 

M$. Carol Pollard 
Executive Director 
Citizens £or Justice for Jonathan Pollard 

80 Fowler Street #2L 
New HavGn, CT 
06515 

Dear Ms , Pollard: 

£.dill('(' S"°'l'HJd ~ro-n!cn.,n J-{t)(Jr,.c 

l ~~ a,,nvc r.«tcvr >'c-n!W!O 

M<-~I~,\, Q.:rl-<:" )-l)C, IC, 

c,tilc .. • l=m<-1c:("'ln ,\rit'n\~.l\ 

Tcl. t~l1l 9)1-15}1 

FM· ('Ml 9)1-}i.~I 

Dircctcur ,;tn(:r,,1 
F,xcc,;tivc !) lrc"c-r 

MlCH:\H CllELlt-- 5T6~ 

The World Jewish Congr·ess, American. Section's 

Resolution on the Case of Jonathan Pollard, W~G 

considered by the Administrative Cc~wittee of the 

National Officers of Canadian Jewish Congress today . 

The following resolution wa~ paised: 

We 

THAT the National Officers 1 Committee of Canadian 

.Jewish Cong:::-ess supports the i'lorld JP.w.i sh 

Con~res~, American Section's Resolution colling 

for the commutation of the Jonathon Pollar6 

S8ntenca to tim~ served. 

hope that this 
t to act on 

yours, 

will be helpful to you in your 
bahal£ of ycu:i:- b,:-other. 

es Sch~- ir.ger 
resicle~ 

Cantdian Jewish Congress 

~l.89 .mo 
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San Diego Rabbinicai Association 
c/o 6660 Cowles Mtn. Blvd., San Diego, CA 92119 (619) 697-6001 FAX (619) 697-1102 

Ms. Carol Pollard 
Executive Director 
80 Fowler Street #2L 
New Haven, CT 06515 

Dear Ms. Pollard: 

October 16, 1991 
8 Cheshvan 5752 

I am pleased to inform you that the resolution below concerning Jonathan Pollard was passed by the 
San Diego Rabbinical Association on October 15, 1991. I hope it speeds his release. 

Piease let me know it there is any other way in which I can be of assistance. 

The San Diego Board of Rabbis endorses and supports the following World Jewish Congress 
resolution concerning the case of Jonathon Pollard: 

The World Jewish Congress American Section emphasizes that persons convicted of espionage 
under the laws of this country should expect to be punished under its laws and the Section condemns 
all crimes of espionage against the United States. 

In the case of Jonathan Pollard, the World Jewish Congress American Section notes the findings 
of the International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists that 

1. "Jonathan Pollard's sentence is far harsher than those meted out to many persons convicted of 
spying for the Soviet Union and other Soviet-bioc countries even where such espionage activities 
endangered the lives of U.S. Agents and the loss of critical strategic and technical data to the 
Soviets;" 

2. "Jonathan Pollard's sentence is grossly inconsistent with, and far harsher than the treatment 
received by other Americans accused or convicted of spying for friendly third parties or 
governments." 

Accordingly, the World Jewish Congress American Section calls for the commutation of Jonathan 
Pollard's sentence to time served. 

- ---•·- - - - - ---· 
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THE PARK SYNAGOGUE • Anshe Emeth Beth Tefilo Congregation 
3300 Mayfield Ad. Cleveland Hts., OH 44118-1899 • (216) 371-2244 • FAX (216) 321-0639 
PARK SYNAGOGUE EAST· 27575 Shaker Blvd. Pepper Pike, OH 44124 • (216) 831-5363 

Peter Rzepka 
President 

Norman Adler 
Kenneth A Bravo 
Marc W. Freimuth 
Lawrence Sherman 
Joan Wittenberg 

Vice Presidents 
Michael Ritter 

Treasurer 
N. Herschel Koblenz 

Recording Secretary 
Arthur Hirsh 
Samuel Miller 
Albert Ratner 
Bennett Yanowitz 

ExectJtive Committee 
Philip Arnot/ 
MBIVin Karp 
Bernard M. Loewenthal 
Elmer Paull 
Max Ratner 
Nathan Shafran 
Saul G. Stillman 

Past Presidents 

Dov Peretz Elkins 
Senior Rabbi 

Joshua Skoff 
Rabbi 

Steven Friedman 
Executive Director 

Simon Spiro 
Cantor 

Rev. Ell Z. Levy 
Ritual Director 

Cheryl Birkner Mack 
Education/Youth 
Director 

Barbara Goldfarb 
Director of Membership 
&. Development 

Ellen Petler 
Program Director 

Susan Traub 
Librarian 

Armond E. Cohen 
Distinguished 
Service Rabbi 

Affiliate Presidents 
Sanford Weinberg 

Men's Club 
Lesley Hirsh 

Sisterhood 
Michael and Carol Wolf 

New Generation 
Rosean Schmidt 
Nadia Ritter 

Family and School 
Together 

NEWS RELEASE - THE CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS 
A'ITENTION: NINA ROTHMAN 
FAX#: 991-9556 

10-22-91 
FROM: RABBI DOV PERETZ ELKINS 
TEL.: 371-2244 

The Cleveland Board of Rabbis (CBR) met recently and adopted a resolution regarding 
the espionage case of Jonathan Pollard. Pollard, an American citizen, was convicted in March, 
1987, of spying for Israel, and wl::IS given a life sentence. Driven by a passionate ideoiogical 
commitment to the Jewish state and a deep concern about Israel's secrurity, over a 1 1/2 year 
period, Pollard transmitted thousands of documents to Israel, which he believed were vital to her 
security yet witheld from her illegally by the American government. Much of this information was 
used by Israel to maintain her extraordinary restraint during_ the· Persian Gulf War. 

Many Jewish groups and organizations through the North America, includ The World 
Jewish Congress, The Central Conference of American Rabbis, and the New York Association of 
Reform Rabbis, have adopted resolutions regarding the Pollard case. The resolution adopted by 
the CBR reads, in part, 

The Cleveland Board of Rabbis (CBR) emphasizes that persons convicted of espionage 
under the laws of this country should expect to be punished under its laws and the CBR 
condemns all crimes of espionage against the U.S. 

In Pollard case, the CBR notes the findings of The International Association of Jewish 
Lawyers and Jurists that: 

"Jonathan Pollard's sentence is far harsher than those meted out to many persons 
convicted of spying for the Soviet Union and other Soviet-bloc countries even where such 
espionage activities endangered the lives of U.S. agents and the loss of critical strategic 
and technical data to the Soviets." 

"Jonathan Pollard's sentence is grossly inconsistent with and fa.~ harshe1· than the 
treatment received by other Americans accused or convicted of spying for friendly third 
parties or governments." 

Accordingly, the Clevelanq Board of Rabbis calls for the commutation of Jonathan 
Pollard's sentence to time served. 

For further information, please call Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins of The Park Synagogue, at 
371-2244. 

DPE:ask 

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of America 
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The CSA is a joint instrumentality 
of the UAHC, its affiliates, and 
the CCAR. It strives to apply 
Jewish ethics to contemporary 
issues of social justice, religious 
liberty and world peace. 

Chairperson 
Evely Laser Shlensky 

Director 
Rabbi Eric H. Yoffoe 

Co-Director & Cou,-1 
Rabbi David Saperstein 

Director Emeritus 
Albert Vorspan 

Associate Director 
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor 

• 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDUCATORS 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
OF CANTORS 
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ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

Commission on Social ~ 
of Reform Judaism 

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 

November 25. 1992 

Mr. Arthur Susswein 
21 Chapel Place 
Great Neck. NY 11021 

Dear Mr. Susswein: 

Thank you for your note of November 23. 1992. which Rabbi 
Schindler has referred to me as Director of the 
Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism. 

This matter was brought before the Commission at its 
October meeting. following an appearance by Carol Pollard 
with the Commission's Executive Board. The Commission 
debated the matter for several hours, participating in 
the deliberations were many attorneys and two federal 
judges, who helped us to clarify the legal issues 
involved. Finally, by a vote of 26-4, the Commission 
defeated a resolution recommending commutation. The 
Commission, it should be noted, consists of lay leaders 
and rabbis, and representatives of all Reform affiliates. 
Present at the meeting were leaders from Reform 
communities around the country. 

As I indicated, the debate was lengthy, serious, and 
thorough. The matter was considered from every 
perspective, and all points of view were discussed. The 
particular issue that you mentioned the matter of 
sentencing -- was examined very carefully, the Commission 
took note of the fact that while some people accused of 
similar crimes have received lesser sentences, others 
accused of such crimes have received harsher sentences. 
I am reluctant to attempt to summarize for you in a few 
words the full discussion. If you wish, I would be happy 
to send you the minutes of the meeting when they are 

ready in a few weeks. 

I appreciate the fact that this is a difficult case which 
has elicited much emotion on both sides. Many leaders 
of the Jewish community support commutation. At the same 
time, most Jewish leaders and organizations do not. The 
special committee established by NJCRAC -- the community 
relations umbrella body of the Jewish community -- has 
refrained from endorsing commutation. 



Mr. Arthur Susswein 
November 25, 1992 
Page 2 

In my view, the Commission did everything possible to 

give this matter full and fair consideration. We 

recognize, of course, that not everyone will agree with 

our course of action. If you have any additional 

questions I would be happy to answer them. 

Sincerely yours, 

{'~IY~ 
Eric H. Yoffie 

cc: Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson 
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CITIZENS FOR JUSTICE FOR JONATHAN POLLARD 
Carol Pollard, Executive Director 

80 Fowler Street #2L 
New Haven, CT 06515 
(203) 389-0033 - Phone 

(203) 389-2444 - Fax 

Dear Friends of Jonathan Pollard: 

My name is Carol Pollard. I am Jonathan Pollard's sister. Perhaps you have been following 
Jonathan's case in the media during the past five and one-half years. During this time, no events have 
done more to point out what my family knew all along -- and to reinforce Jonathan' s case -- than the 
recent Gulf conflict. The material Jonathan provided to Israel should not have resulted in a life 
sentence, with him now forced to spend all of his days in virtual isolation in the toughest prison in the 
United States. Jonathan faced a moral dilemma; he saw information vital to Israel's defense purposely 
withheld by his superiors -- despite an Executive Agreement which allowed for an exchange of this 
information -- showing, among other things, nuclear and chemical developments in Syria and Iraq. 
During the war in the Persian Gulf, the Coalition Forces' ability to act in unison was due in part to 
Israel's ability to stay out of the conflict. Fortunately for the United States, Israel was warned by 
Jonathan over five years ago, acted on his information, and was in a position to defend itself 
confidently against aggressor nations in the Middle East. By giving this information, Jonathan has 
indeed helped both Israel and the United States. 

Although Jonathan was never accused of treason (a fact that to this day is conveniently 
overlooked when this case is discussed by our opponents, including the Justice Department), he 
received a life sentence due to the intervention of Mr. Weinberger in the case. This is an extreme and 
disproportionate sentence when compared to sentences given to others who were involved in more 
serious matters with hostile nations. •• 

Jonathan's case is being brought before the United States District Court of Appeals in 
Washington, D .C. , in early September. The Amicus Brief herein enclosed must be filed by early 
June . I have also enclosed an updated packet of information on recent events in Jonathan's case. This 
information is merely a preface to a plea for your support. 

We seek your support for the Amicus Brief. A list of supporters must be submitted 
by June 10, 1991. After reading the enclosed materials, please sign and return the enclosed reply 
sheet or contact me at the above phone or fax numbers. Other individuals you may contact for more 
information are: Professor Irwin Cotler; Professor Alan Dershowitz; Hamilton P. Fox, Esquire; 
Professor Kenneth Lasson; and Professor Charles Rice (see reverse side of this paper for 
addresses/phone numbers). 

Please remember that ev ery day that Jonathan spends in isolation is a living nightmare. 
During the past few months we hav e been very successful in dramatically raising interest in his case 
throughout the world. Please help us continue the fight to see that Justice is served. 

p .s. (1) 
(2) 

Sincerely, 

~~ui!__ 

The enclosed brief should not go beyond your desk or your organization. 
If you have any reason to believe that any of the Judges scheduled to hear 
this case (Laurence Silberman II, Stephen F. Williams, or Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg) either hold membership in, or are closely acquainted with officers 
in your organization, please inform us. 

*Please detach this reply sheet and return in the enclosed self addressed, stamped envelope* 

I wish to support Jonathan Pollard's Amicus Brief. 

P Name: 
L 
E Organization: 
A 
S Address: 
E 

p 

R Phone: ( ____ ~•-------------------------------
1 
N 
T 

Signature:---------------------------------



CITIZENS FOR JUSTICE FOR JONATHAN POLLARD 
Carol Pollard, Executive Director 

80 Fowler Street #2L 
New Haven, CT 06515 
(203) 389-0033 - Phone 

(203) 389-2444 - Fax 

INDIVIDUALS TO CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Professor Irwin Cotler 
Faculty of Law 
McGill University 
3644 Peel Street 
Montreal, Quebec 
H3A lYl 
Canada 
514-398-6622 

Professor Alan Dershowitz 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 
617-495-4617 

Hamilton P. Fox, Esq. 
Sutherland, Asbill and Brennan 
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N .W . 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 383-0100 

Professor Kenneth Lasson 
University of Baltimore Law School 
1420 N . Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
(301) 358-4649 

Professor Charles Rice 
Notre Dame Law School 
Notre Dame, Indiana 46556 
(219) 239-5667 
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I 
Pollard in· Perspective I 

1: 

T reason is unique in American law·. It is the only crime for which America's founders denied the Congress authority to write the definition. "Treason against the United States," they wrote,. "shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort." The founders went on to restrict the authority of the Judiciary in treason cases. They provided in the Constitution that no person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses.-Ontop of this they provided that the witnesses would have to testify to the same overt act. Not even a confession could be accepted in treason cases; the founders insisted, unless it were made in open court. The reason for all these hurdles is not only that treason is the most heinous of all crimes,. but also that it is the one that seems to arouse the most reckless political passions. We have long suspected that such passions ran amok in the case of Jonathan Pollard, who is now serving a life sentence for spying for Israel. Pollard was not convicted, or. even accusfd, of treason. Yet people seem to talk of the 'Pollard case as though he were a traitor. The crime Pollard was accused of is still a serious one; espionage; even bit family understood th~t h~ · had to serve some time in prison. The· American defense secretary at the time, Caspar Weinberger, one of those who publicly described Pollard's act as treason, wrote an out-ofchannels letter to the sentencing judge that is still being kept secret. Pollard drew a life sentence~ even though the • prosecution hadn't sought one and t~e espionage be was convicted of, following his confession, was a relatively·mild form, involving no intent to harm the United States. His motive was to help Israel, which, our Roy Isacowitz reports this week, has now decided to seek his release. This comes as Pollard's partisans are pointing out that part of the intelligence that Pollard passed'-to Israel included informa-• tion on Iraqi chemical weapons plants and offensive weapons. Suddenly - with Iraq raining Scud missiles on civilian population centers in Israel and preparing to gas 
1 American Gls in Saudi Arabia- Pollard's act appears less like one of desperation and more like one of foresipt. The new chalrman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, Shoshana Cardin, • indicated on her recent visit to Israel that she intends to put her group into the campaign here at home. Cenainly it would be a shame were the campaign for Pollard· s release to • be left to Israel The outiitanding issues, after all, are for Americans. While Poliard was des1>eratl!ly tryine rn ,,,.._ , T•-~ ... 1 '" t-h.- ~-- ... ~- .- .1.,_ .. ···--- 1- - - ' -- -· • • •• •;> _.· - ,· .• • ·· -· •. 

~-. ~ t· _ • •• ~ -- • • - ·· . - · ' ' • ... •' , .. !t'"':2, . , ,.._ . ___ ... ... ~.>· ! h, ~moereer W LS h,~lp1, .. ~ :.J~ ::L: ~ ..... ~u• .. .....uu,i.~d:at1on S Gulf policy toward th.a Baghdad regime. Though wiser heads were publishing frantic warnings; the defense department even passed intelligence to Iraq, to help Saddam Hussein in his war with Iran. In other words, while Pollard passed some secrets to an American friend, Mr. Weinberger's defense department passed other secrets to an American enemy. It is an irony that the one man is in jail for life and the other free as a bird. History has a way of playing these kinds of tricks, which is something President Bush will no doubt contemplate as he decides what to do about Pollard. 
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Appeasement of Iraq Made Me a Spy 
[11 1915, my son J01tatluJ,c Poll(lf"d 

pleaded guilty to providing Israel with in· 
formatio11 about the military capabilities of 
Arab states, including Iraq . Today he sits 
in a basement cell, in isolation t3 hours a 
day, sen:ing a life sentence. 

Jonathan was nei·er accused of or in· 
dieted for treason, because he did not com· 
mil treason . He was indicted on one 
count-giving informatio11 to an all11, ls· 
rael. Abdel Kader Helmy, an Egyptian· 
American rocket scientist, participated in 
a scheme to illegally ship ballistic missile 
technology to Egypt-technology later used 
to help increase the range of Iraq's Scwl·B 
missiles. Mr. Helmy got less than a four• 
year sentence. Jonathan, who warned ls· 
rael about Iraq's capabililies, got life. 

America is now fighting a war with 
Iraq, while the one person who tried to 
warn Israel about Iraqi threats sits in jail . 
!11 a 1989 letter excerpted below, Jonathan 
wrote to an American rabbi from his cell 
that America would have to go to war 
a90inSl Iraq if we failed to preveffl the 
completion of chemical facilities that we 
lcnew were under construction. How right 
he was. 

• • • 
Dear Rabbi, 

-Morris Pollard 

My name Is Jonathan Pollard and I am 
currently servlnr a life sentence due to my 
activities on behalf of Israel. 

Lest you labor under a false Impression, 
Rabbi, I want to state quite caterortcally 
that I do not consider myself to be above 
the law. I fully appreciate the fact that I 
must be punished for my activities, how· 
ever justified I may have relt them to be. 
That beinr said, I do not believe that the 
draconian sentence meted out to me wu In 
any way commensurate wtth the crone 
Which I committed. Nowhere In my Indict· 
ment ... was I ever described as a "tra1• 
tor." which Is hardly a surprise (lven the 
ract that the operation wtth which I wu 
associated actually served to stren(then 
America's lonr·term security interesta In 
the Middle East. 

Notwtthstandtnc [then Defente Secre
tary Caspar I Welnberrer's dllinpnous 
opinion, any objective examlnatton of tJle 
record wtll show that no American apnt, 
raclllty or prorrarn was compromised u 
a result of my actions-not one. But thJs 
salient fact was covemenUy overloolled by . 
Mr. Wetnbercer. wtio felt that I deserved 
the death penallty for havtnr had the au· 
daclty to make Israel "too stronf." 

In retrospect, perhaps one of the worst 
thinp the Reapn administration did to Is· 
rael durinf the course of our trial was that 
it purposely distorted the nature of my ac· 
tlvtUes In such a way so as to leave the im· 
presslon that Israel had somehow become 
a threat to the national security of this 
country. So by intent the subsequent sen· 
tence I received wu an arrow aimed di· 
rectly at the heart of the U.S·Israel "spe
cial relattonshlp." 

The cue of Mr. and Mrs. Abdel Kader 

I ~~~~y .!~~-~~-t~. ~ ~~t_~~t!'!:-~"~. ~e 
! ;·i"ai hi~~ ~~'";f -~~o~ntc;~~;:;'t 

the rovernment Al you'll recall. the 
j Helmys are the Emtian·bom U.S. citi· 
1 zens who were accused last year of funnel· 

inc hiChlY sensitive balllstlc mlssile tech· 
no!OfY to their native land. At the time of 
his arrest on June 24, 1988, (Mr. I Helmy 
was a senior propulslon enctneer who held 
a "secret" level security clearance from 

, the U.S. Department of Defense. Accordinf 
1 to a 36-pare affldavtt flied by the Customs i Service .... U.S. customs arenu search· 
! Inf [Mr. I Helmy's trash found handwritten 

notes outlininr how to work with carbon• 
carbon- fiber material, used In rocket nose 
cones and "stealth .. aircraft . . . ; instruc· 
tions on bulldinf rocket exhaust nozzles; a 
description of an extremely sensitive mi· 
crowave telemetry antenna; and a com· 
piece package needed to build or upgrade a 
tactical missile system. . 

Although there ls no public evidence 
linking [Mr.} Helmy directly With the 
Iraqis, intellirence sources have indicated 
that the Egyptians used [Mr. ] Helmy's ex
pertise to help Baghdad modify its stock· 
pile of Sov1et·supplled Scud·B ball1stlc 
rockets. His principal responsibility, how· 
ever, was to ensure the success of an 
EeYPtian·Iraqi missile procram which had 
encountered some developmental prob· 
!ems. Code named BADR 2000 by the 
Emtians and SAAD·l6 by the Iraqis. this 
Arrentine·destrned weapon has an estl· 
mated ranee of 500-1,000 miles, and. from 

Jonathan Pollard: 
"What the Israelis would 

actually have considered 
was a preventroe attack on 
the Iraqi chemical-arms 
factories before they had 
become fully operational." 

what I've been told, firures prominently in 
Arab stratectc planninr arainst Israel. 

If one compares the way in which the 
rovernment responded to my affair with 
that of Its soft·pedallinf of the Helmy case. 
the existence of a double studard be· 
comes apparent. Firstly, at the lnststence 
of the State and Defense departments, all 
espionare·related charges aptnst Mr. and 
Mrs. Helmy have been quietly dropped 
.. .. [T ]he admlntstratton hu done every• 
thinf It can to reduce the notoriety of the 
Helmy affair. 

The problem . . . lay In the fact that 
many of the photos I turned over to the Is· 
raells were ot a number of Iraqi chemical 
weapons manufacturlnf plants which the 
Reapn adminiltration did not want to ad· 
mlt existed. Why? Well. If no one knew 
about these facllltles then the State and 
Defense Departments would have been 
spared the embarrassing task of confront· 
In( Iraq over its violation of the Geneva 
Protocol of ms. which banned the use of 
chemical weapons In war. You have to re· 
member . . . that at the time of my sen· 
tenctnr the massacre of Kurdish ciVtllans 
in Halabja had not yet occurred. and what 
little public concern •us beinr voiced over 
Iraq's apparent use of poison gas was 
larrely irnored by the administration. 
which did not want to anrer the Arab 
world by critlclzinr the employment of 
such barbaric weapons aralnst Iran. The 
photos I cave Israel, thourh, 1f '" compro
mised," would have Jeopardized the ad· 
ministration's poltcy of callous Indifference 
towu~ this Issue, In that they conmtuted 
t!t ~t , ~•·?~fu::;.:.~:•::· ;: , ~,;= ::~J~ : :. i~ •.:..· (.~ ~Ii 

_...,"'.., '·: .;~:;:~ ~:: : .. ►:-;~l: :...i:.;: , r:cj ."Hi?· 
scale use of chemlclll weapons. What the 
admlnlstraUon was really concer:ied about 
wu belnr placed in a position where it 
would have to admit that It had tacitly con· 
doned the creation of an Iraqi chemical 
weapons manufacturlnr capability. 

Once the atrocity at Halabja had oc· 
curred, thourh, the White House was 
placed in a rather awkward position. On 
the one hand, the U.S. lntellirence com· 
munlty did not want to be accused of hav• 
Ing failed to keep an eye on Iraq's bur· 

reoninf chemical weapons arsenal. Thtn 
again, the CIA . .. could not very well con• 
firm the existence of the Iraqi poison ras 
plants without runninr the risk of compro
misinr the Reagan administration's policy 
towards these fac!lltles. 

After a rew days of " soul searchin·r," 
the State Department finally admitted that 
the L' .S. had intercepted some. Iraqi rru~ 
tary communications which Indicated Ofil 
lethal ras had. In • ract. bffn empl<fy~d 
acainst unarmed Kurdish clVlllans. TM 
Iranians had astutely outmaneuver-ta 
them, though, and the Issue had to· be 
"contained" before it caused a rirt in U-:Sf 
Arab relations. Certainly, confirminr the 
undeniable operational employment •·iff 
chemical munitions by the Iraqis was ·!I!!' 
perferable to descrlbinr the exact dlmen: 
slon of their poison gas plants, wlT1t:1t 
would have raised some uncomfortable 
questions on Capitol Hill . .. 

Thus. In an attempt to recapture the 
moral ''hifh rround," so to speak, from 
Iran, the White House eV1dently dectd~ 
that It would be better for the U.S. to be 
seen as leadinr the public denunctauoii:'oi 
Iraq rather than the Ayatollah Khomeli:U~ 
As It was-, thoufh, the administration still 
managed to salvare Its standlnr 1n . tU 
Arab world by preventtnr Congress fi'.QrJl 
imposlnf any punitive sanctions apinst 
Iraq. In essence, then, what I did by pass· 
Ing satellltt photos of the Iraqi poison ras 
plants to Israel was endanrer the Reapn 
administration ·s pro·Saudi political 
arenda, not the intellirence community.'$ 
"sources and methods." 

Accordinr to the prosecution. there 
were two reasons why the rovernment· re.: 
fused to tell Israel about Iraq's poison fU 
plants: 1 l fear of comprorruslnr the KH·l.i 
{lnteWrence I system, and 2 ) concern over 
the Israelis' probable reaction once tut 
recornized the threat these filcillties posed 
to their survival. 

What the Israelis would actually hite 
considered was a prtventive attack on ~ 
Iraqi chemical-arms factories before tJiey 
had become fully operational. Once they 
had come on·line, you see. and the Ir~ls 
had been able to disperse their arsenal of 
chemical munitions, these plants, like .the 
ones in Syria, would only have been '~
tacked either In war time, where the Idea 
of a preemptive strike is valid, or tn''i 
clandestine sabotare campalrn aimed ,i 
slowtnr their production of poisons. This 
was the same reuoninr, by the way, that 
Jay behind the Reapn admlnistrat1on'1 dl!
stre to bomb the Rabta Industrial complex 
before the UbylJll had had the opportwiffy 
to complete its construction. 

The crisis over the Rabta plant does 
ber the ques(1on. thourh : If the Reapn 
administration felt justified in its desire to 
ellmlnate what It perceived to be an Im· 
pending Ubyan chemical threat to our taa· 
tional security, why was It so unw1lllnc'.tl> 
grant Israel the same rifht of prtven~ 
selr·defense with reprd to Iraq's poison 
gas manufacturinr facilities? • 

So what was I supposed to do? Let'T$· 
, ::el tt.i,-! toi' i!t:a'Se\f"t If Yt!U thin!t t'.! IH I~ 
,.n,h i :sno11Uii··11101: done:, i.hen ho'.v can 
we condemn all th0$t . . . who durinf tfte 
Second World War consciously participated 
In the abandonment of European Jewry? 
Seriously, Rabbi, what would be the diffl!t• 
ence between what they did and a dee• 
on my part to have kept silent about tlie 
Iraqi poison ras threat to Israel? 'rd 
rather be rottinr ln prison than slttl'fff 
shiva for the hundreds of thousands of Ii· 
raelis who could have died because of my 
cowardice. 

JONATHAN PO~ 
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My Brother's 
Vengeful Keepers 
Wny· lTizs Pollard. So Harshly Punished 
For Helping Isrriel Against Saddam? 

By Carol Pollard 

' 

JONATHAN POLLARD is now completing his fifth year of a 
life sentence for having given to Israel U.S. inte~nce data 
about Iraq and other hostile countries. He is held in· isolation 

m the federal prison at Marion. Ill. The U.S. Court of Appeals 
here will rule soon on motions to withdraw the guilty plea that led 
to Jooathan's life sentence. . 

These five years have changed my life in ways I could never 
have imagined. My work on my brother's case has led me to ask 
many questions. and I have received too few answers. I have writ
ten countless. unanswered letters and have had hundreds of tele
phone calls unreturned.. rm aware of press reports-. that Israel.is 
seeking to have Jonathan released from prison in the United 
States and to serve his sentence in Israel. I'm hopeful that this 
will occur, but neither I nor the family 
can rely solely on such an outcome . 

• Jonathan broke the law. He and his. 
family know this. He gave Israel secret . 
information that our country had about • 
critical military matte~ in the Middle 
East. In a letter to a rabbi. Jonathan 
bas acknowledged that "many of the 
photos I turned over to the fsraelis 
were of a. number of Iraqi chemical 
weapons manufacturing plants which 
the Reagan administration did not 
want to admit existed.• . 

But does this mean Jonathan should have received a life sen
tence as part of a plea bargain with the government? That he 
should spend 23 hours of each day locked alone in a basement cell? 
And that six years after his arrest, virtually everyone associated 
with the government•~ case against Jonathan' should still stand 
behind a veil of secrecy: as Jonathan's lawyers, family and friends 
attempt to get his sentence reduced to a just and fair punishment? • 

Jonathan had a plea bargain with the government. He was sen
tenced at a hearing before U.S. District Judge Aubrey E. Robin

See POLLA.Rb, 84..CoL l 

I Carol Pollard i.J cltainoowu111 of Citizffls for Justice. 



·Vengeful Keepers 
showitz says he was told by former U.S. Su
preme Court justice Arthur Goldberg that 
Judge Robinson in a conversation with Gold
berg declared that the government had pro
vided Robinson evidence that my brother had 
given Israel U.S. satellite photos proving 
that: Israel had tested a ballistic missile, the 
Jericho, in South Africa; and Israel had given 
missile and nuclear technology to South Af
rica. 

POLLARD, Fro■ Bl 

son Jr. in Washington on March 4, 1987. A 
grand jury had studied the case for months 
and indicted him on one count: giving infor
mation to an ally- Israel. He was never 
accused of or indicted on a treason charge 
because he did not commit treason. 

I understand that my brother pleaded 
guilty to a one-count indictment because 
the government promised not to seek a 

life sentence. But as Jonathan's motion to 
vacate his plea now argues: "The govern
ment made three promises and broke all 
three. It promised not to seek a life sen-· 
tence. But the entire tenor of its written 
and oral submissions at sentencing was a 
request for just such a sentence . . .. It 
promised (to) limit the statements it made 
to the court about the sentence to Ille facts 
and circumstances of the offenses com
mitted. Despite this promise .. . t~ gov
t!rnment discussed many other subjects. It 
promised to inform the court of PoUard's 
cooperation and of the considerable value of 
that cooperation.• But the government re
neged "by claiming that his cooperation 
came too late to apprehend his Israeli co
conspirators who had 0ed the country." 

Promises or not, a life sentence for Jon
athan's crimes went way beyond sentences 
given in similar cases. Thomas Dolce, a for
mer Army weapons analyst, received a 10-
year sentence for giving defense informa
tion to South Africa. Rocket scientist Abdel 
Kader Helmy, who schemed to smuggle 
missile material to Egypt that were later 
used to increase the range of Iraq's Scud-8 
missiles. got less than four years. Samuel 
Morison, a Navy intelligence analyst, sold 
classified photographs to a magazine. He 

didn't cooperate with the government and 
didn't plead guilty. He was sentenced to two 
years in prison and was released after eight 
months. But Jonathan received the same 
kind of sentence as John Walker, Jerry 
Whitworth and Ronald Pelton, who all spied 
for years for the Soviet Union. Why? 

In sentencing Jonathan, Judge Robinson 
relied on classified memoranda submitted by 
then-secretary of defense Caspar Weinber-

Dershowitz says Goldberg told him Rob
inson was outraged by the Israel-South Af-

• rica connection and Pollard's role in giving 

ger. As Robinson noted in a recent opinion • , 
rejecting Jonathan's motions to vacate his Who signs a plea -
guilty plea: "It was difficult for (Weinberger! , •· . fi /: f. ? Wh 
to conceive of greater harm to the national agreement Or ,,e. ~ 
security than that caused by the defendant." 'l th · · . l 

What was in the still-classified memos7' - • won e govemmen 
Several years ago, Joseph DiGenova, who • • - ·/: l • T. {ha ' 
prosecuted Jonathan, told attorney Alan Der- ]US. 'IY JOM n s 
showitz during a debate that Jonathan was •• • :l nd ,_ t' [? 
prosecuted "so fully because the information sen ence a 1,100 men . 
he gave the Israelis could have gotten into 
the hands of the Rwmans. • DershowitJ re
sponded: "So, Jay was prosecuted for a crime 
which may not have even occurred." 

No one connected ,nth Jonathan's appeal 
has had the opportunity to carefully review 
and analyze the Weinberger memos. This is· 
critical to the appeal because we believe the 
tenor of the two memos violated the govern
ment's promise not to request a life sen
tence. The attorney who handled Jonathan's 
original defense was given one chance to 
read Weinberger's first memo; the second 
memo was sent just before sentencing, pre
venting serious perusal. Yet the government 
now refuses to allow Jonathan's current at
torney to examine the Weinberger docu-
ment. .\ • 

I assumed until recently that the memos 
remained classified becall9e they contained 
sensitive information. Now, I'm not so sure. 
In an affidavit in Jonathan's appeal. Der-

U.S. evidence of it to Israel. Dershowitz in 
. his affidavit says, "Goldberg told- me that 

Robinson had told • him that the Pollard
South African connection had weighed 
heavily in his [Robin90R'sJ decision to im-
pose a life sentence .... " ·: 

Goldberg has since died, but the conver• 
sation provides great insight into Jonathan's 
sentence and why Robinson doesn't want 
the Weinberger memos read by Jonathan's 
attorney. much less made public. Besides 
the real possibility that the knowledge 
gained by Robinson consisted of a highly 
prejudicial ex parte communication from 
the government, and that Jonathan and his 
attorneys never had an opportunity to deny 
these claims (which Jonathan denies in no 

. uncertain terms) at the time of sentencing, 
·the Dershowitz affidavit raises the distinct 
probability that the memos contained no 
facts to justify Jonathan's life sentence. 

1 The 'i>e;showitz affidavit -~~~ Goldberg niajor ;,unish.'.n~~t was (required) in his ca~. 1 

said that Robinson had sentenced Jonathan Nothing I have seen since has changed any of l 
on the. basis- of . "false, innaminatory, ex tJie facts, or my opinion." . . . , 
parte information:" Although Robinson said : Jonathan is held in the K unit at Marion. 
in answer to Jonathan's appeal, "The court's David Ward, a University of Minnesota pro-
recollection of events is in stark contradic• fessor of sociology, wrote in Newsweek that 
lion" to the assertions in the Dershowitz af- K unit's prisoners "are there for symbolic 
fidavit; Robinson did not deny that a con- reasons, to show what the federal govem-
'versation with Goldber1, took place and ment can do if it really gets angry." Jonathan 
didn't explicitly r~ tp Jonathan's as- is allowed four perllO!lal telephone calls each 
sertion that the judge wu tnnuenced by the week, to immediate family only. His visitation I 
South African inf~tion'_bi meting out his ~~ge, a11; . highly restrict~. Before. ar
sentence. Robinson has refused Jonathan's . nvmg at Ma"°!', ~e sl>':nt 10 ~ mon_ths in a 1 
further motion for his attorney to ex.amine ward for the crumnally insa_ne in Sprm~eld, 1 
the Weinberger memos. "L . .. . . ,. • , ... , , • , . M?·• even though federal_ Director of Pnsons , 

, • • , ... , .. . . . . . Michael ~n stated in a letter to Rep. : 

J onathan's case was of special" Interest Lee Hamilton (D-lnd.) that Jonathan was not ' 
to Weinberger. Accordin1 to Wolf there for treatment. Jonathan would probably ! 
Blitzier's book, "Territory of Liest in a still be there if Hamilton hadn't protested his 

conversation with Meir Rosenne, Israel's treatment to the Justice Department. Quin-
ambassador to the·United States, , Weinber• ., Ian later.wrote Hamilton that Jonathan was 
aer aid jonathantshoukl be shot.".Jonathan , ,~ only inmate,of ~ fed~ral prison to receive 
did not provide America's advenarie9 with . ~h treatment. . , , . . 
tecboolol1 costin& us billions of. dollars. as .. • ~y 5UC:h harshness? Two y~ars ago, m a 
did the To8hiba Corp. Yet Weinberger • meeting with the Rev. Frank E1klor and 0th
thought what Jonathan did foe. Israel ·. was · • er -~lergy concerned about the Pollard case. 
·more damaging to America than these and • Qainlan stated: "We have our orders from 
other espionage activities that occurred on • higher up." Asked . what he meant, he re-1 
Weinberger's watch. . . . • sponded, '7he Jus~e ~partment, the Of-
. Lawrence J. Korb; a ·top Weinber,er de- • fice of Navr lnvesttgatlOIIS and Mr~ [then- i 
i aide tly wrot f the and id U.S. attorney general Edwm) Meese-. ! 
.eme , recen em! a r sa . . We believe serious grounds exist to sus-
m pert: ':I do ~"'. that Weinberger had an wn Jonathan's appeal Many troublesome 
•~ ~ ~l~e of lsrae! and t!1e !"'" questions remain about this case. Here are 
,cial place it~ DI°'!' ~oreign !'°6CJ· ~ just two: Who signs a plea agreement for life? 
l ~~alone "1 ~g W~be~ger_s , Why won't the government justify Jonathan's 1 
motivatlOOS. Effll Robinson admitted m his sentence and treatment? ' 
rulin1 that Weinberll;" •~y ~ -have been . • 1 believe_ in the Constitution, which guar-
_neutral and detached. . . . , aatees equal justice under the law. Jonathan 
• Even as the Amencan public becomes Pollard broke the law, but his sentence is a 
more aware of how the lraqi chemical, bio- challenge to the intent and purpose of our 
logical and nuclear threats ftre developed Constitution. I personaUy do not know how 
throughout the 1980s-threats that Jona- he continues to survive in isolation, under a 
than informed Israel about-Weinberger sentence that is harsh and disproportionate. I 
wrote to me: "M1 memorandum to the trial can't understand how we can ~ fighting a 
judge in the case was and is classified, but war with Iraq, while one person who tried to 
~ntially I s~t_ed _t'!!_ ~ _why I_ felt a warn Israel about _ Iraqi threats is stiU in jail. , 



RECENT SENTENCING FOR AMERICANS CONVICTED OF 
ESPIONAGE 

FOR NON-COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 

Alan Dershowitz, Harvard Law Professor and internationally renowned attorney, called the 
severity of Jonathan Pollard's sentence "the greatest miscarriage of American justice that I know of." 
Professor Liebman of Princeton University has stated publically: "Americans convicted of espionage for 
non-Communist countries have received much lighter sentences - so did even spies for the Soviet 
Union." 

Here is a brief list of five recent cases of espionage for allied countries: 

I . In 1982, Ensign Stephen Baba was sentenced for selling secret electronic warfare documents to 
South Africa. he served only TWO YEARS. 

2. In 1985, Samuel Morrison, former Naval Intelligence Analyst, was caught stealing secret Navy 
documents for a British publication, lane's Defence Weekly. More than 3,600 confidential 
documents and 4,200 classified photos were found in his apartment. Morrison was sentenced to TWO 
YEARS and was released after 8 MONTHS. 

3. In 1985, A Federal Court reduced the sentence of Sharon Scrange, former CIA employee, 
convicted of spying for Ghana, from five years to TWO YEARS in jail. 

4. Reported in the New York Times on October 12, 1988, Thomas J. Dolce, a 49-year-old former 
army weapons analyst, in an agreement with prosecutors that pre-empted more serious criminal 
charges, pled guilty to one count of communicating information to an agent of a foreign government. 
From 1979 to 1983 he furnished South Africa with a wide variety of defense-related information 
in collusion with three successive defense attaches in the South African Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. The Justice Department said it would recommend the maximum punishment of 10 YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT and a $10,000 FINE. 

5. Reported in the Wall Street Journal on June 9, 1989, Abdelkader Helmy, a rocket scientist, 
participated in a scheme to ship to Egypt sophisticated missile making supplies in violation of 
the State Department's munitions control list. Helmy was recruited by Egypt's Defense Minister, 
Lieutenant Abdel Halim Abu Ghazala, who is considered Egypt's second most powerful man after 
President Hosni Mubarak. Our government agreed to recommend MAXIMUM IMPRISONMENT 
OF 4 YEARS AND 9 MONTHS and a MAXIMUM FINE OF $358,600. He was sentenced 12/6/89 
to 46 MONTHS PLUS AGREED FINE. HELMY WAS GIVEN "CREDIT" FOR HIS 18 
MONTH PRE-SENTENCE PERIOD AND WILL SERVE A MAXIMUM 3 YEARS AND 10 
MONTHS. 

JONATHAN POLLARD'S SENTENCE 

JONATHAN POLLARD IS INCARCERATED FOR LIFE WITH RECOMMENDATION 
AGAINST PAROLE. HE HAS BEEN IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR OVER 
FIVE YEARS - CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT! 
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Pollard gains the support of two major Jewish organizations 
By ALIZA MARCUS 

Two major Jewish groups have 
criticized convicted spy Jonathan 
Jay Pollard's life sentence, appar
ently signaling a shift in the commu
nity's position toward the American 
Jew who spied for Israel. 

The American Section of the 
World Jewish Congress, which rep
resents 40 mainstream Jewish 
groups, issued a statement asking 
that Pollard's life sentence be com
muted to time served. 

The Refonn movement's Central 
Conference of American Rabbis 
said later that it believes there was 
an "injustice" in Pollard's sentenc
ing. 

The CCAR executive board's 
statement also said the group ·s offi
cers will consider filing a friend-of
the-court brief next month. when 
Pollard's lawyers will seek a new 
trial. • 

Some Jewish community leaders 

have said that these statements ex
emplify a new view of Pollard in the 
organized American Jewish com
munity. He once was studiously ig
nored by many community leaders 
and organizations. 

'Tm pleased [with the publicity] 
and think it's reflective of a change 
in the mood in the community," said 
Seymour Reich, former chairman of 
the Conference of Presidents of Ma
jor American Jewish Organizations. 
an umbrella group representing 47 
major Jewish groups. 

He added that "everywhere I go, 
people come over to me and say that 
it's about time the community re
sponds to the harshness of the sen
tence." Reich visited Pollard three 
weeks ago in the maximum security 
prison in Marion, Ill., where he is 
being held in solitary confinement." 

Pollard, a former naval intelli
gence analyst, was arrested in 1985 
for passing hundreds of secret docu
ments to Israel. Two years later, he 

was sentenced to life imprisonment. American Section. " We believe his 
His fonner wife. Anne Henderson suffering is really out of proportion 

Pollard, was sentenced to two con- to the crime." 
current five-year tenns for being her Alan Dershowitz, Pollard's law
husband's accessory. Following al- yer, said the WJC statement "is an 
legations that the prison system tmpo~ant first step and _reflects the 
failed to treat her digestive disorder . growmg grass-roots sentiment m the 
adequately, she was released early Jewi_sh _con:imunity" that tollard's 
on parole. contmumg tmpnsonment 1s an af-

Pollard 's arrest aroused the ire fronllo Israel, to American Jews and 
and embarrassment of many in the to justice." . . 
American Jewish community. Fear- . The Gulf war and Iraqi Scud m1s
ing that it raised the issue of dual stle auacks on Isra~I may have im
loyalty, they were angered that Is- proved U.S. Jewry s perception_ of 
rael used an American Jew as a spy, Pollard because of his contention 
endangering the community's sta- that he g~ve Israel early ':"armng 
t about Irnq s weapons capabil1t1es. 
us. During the Gulf crisis. his sister, 

But those involved in organized Carol Pollard, said in an interview: 
Jewry say the community is begin- .. Right now is Jonathan·s time·· be
ning to believe it can criticize Pol- cause people "realize that the infor
lard's sentence without excusing his mation he gave Israel ensured that 
crime. Israel was prepared"' for such a 

"We would like commutation of threaL 
the sentence, because we feel he has In a later interview. she added that 
served enough," said Evelyn the WJC statement is ··a historic 
Sommer, chairwoman of WJC's step. given the size and ,tature of the 

----------------------------------------- group." She applauded the Jewish 
community for taking a more public 
stand on her brother·s impri son
ment. 

• 
The WJC resolution was also 

hailed by Israel's Knesset Lobby on 
Behalf of Jonathan Pollard. It wrote 
to the WJC, saying it had made a 
"very important decision" and add
ing its hope that other American or
ganizations would follow suit. 
- The Israeli group has been cam
paigning on behalf of Pollard. Last 
winter it sent President Bush a peti
tion. signed by 70 Knesset mem
bers. asking that he treat Pollard 
with leniency. 

"We believe that the crimes that 
Jonathan Pollard committed 
stemmed. in great part. from his in
tention to warn also of the uncon
ventional Iraqi threat. which endan
Qers the securitv of Israel and indeed 
the whole worid."" said the Jan. 29 
petition. 

Pollard·~ supporters argue that he 
recci, .:d an undulv harsh ,ent.:nce. 
considerin>! that ·he was c: har~ed 
wi th passing clas,ificd docum~nts 
tv an ally. 

TI1ev cite much ,honer ,enter.ces 
gi, <'11 IO dthcrs "ho ha, c ;:i\'\:n c: las-

sifted infonnation to non-enemy na
tions. Pollard's sister referred to a 
IO-year sentence given a weapons 
analyst for passing information to 
South Africa and the less than four 
years given to a rocket scientist who 
tried to smuggle missile materiel to 
Egypt. 

In a plea-bargain agreement witb 
the government. Pollard agreed to 
cooperate and plead guilty in ex
change for a reduced sentence. But 
the Justice Department claimed he 
broke his part of the agreement by 
speaking to journalist Wolf Blitzer, 
who wrote a book about the case. 

Pollard's supporters suggest" that 
anti-Semitism played a role in the 
long sentence. They point to alleged 
statements by former Defense Sec
retary Caspar Weinberger showing 
great hostility toward Pollard. 

Dershowitz said Weinberger was 
known to have a .. problem" toward 
Jews and Israel. 

• 
After Pollard's arrest, Weinberger 

referred to him as the most danger
ous spy in U.S. history, saying he 
grossly compromised national secu
rity. A secret memo he wrote to the 
judge in Pollard 's case has never 
been released. 

"It's un-American to prosecute 
someone and sentence them on the 
basis of secrets and whispering, and 
people whispered into the judge ·s 
ear," said Dershowitz. 

In a letter to Pollard ·s father w1it
ten last October by former 
Weinberger aid Lawrence Korb. 
Weinberger ·s neutrality toward is
sues concerning Israel is rai~cd. 

"I am not aware of exactly what 
Weinberger told the court about the 
impact of the infonnation Jonathan 
passed to Israel." Korb "'rote. ·· 1 do 
know that Weinber!?er h:id an almost 
visceral dislike of ];rad and the ,pe
cial place it occupies in our foreign 
policy. ·· 

Korb. now director of the Center 
for Public PoliC\· Education ar the 
Brookings ln ~t itutHJll .. 1ddcd: -- 111 

my opinion. the s.:vcri ty of the ,cn
tcncc :hat Jonathan received w:1s out 
of pro port iun 10 his a l kgcd <>1-
l~n:-.c. •• 

Jeu·,.,:h ]~·l1.:graph1c .. \gL·nc·y 

\ 
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INTEREST OF THE AMICI 

Amici are professors of law and practitioners with special 

academic and professional interests in issues involving 

constitutional rights and civil liberties, and broad-based national 

communal organizations. Amici have a particularly strong interest 

in this case, because the totality of the circumstances surrounding 

Jonathan Pollard's guilty plea suggest coercion and bad faith to 

an aggravated degree, leading to a gross miscarriage of justice. 

The potential for prosecutorial abuse in the ''wiring" of 

guilty pleas requires that they be subjected to heightened judicial 

scrutiny -- an inquiry that was not undertaken here. Moreover, the 

court's insensitivity to the government's patent circumvention of 

both the letter and spirit of the plea agreement, its acceptance 

of ex parte evidence not subject to cross examination or rebuttal 

by the defendant, and its imposition of the harshest possible 

sentence~- in disregard of both the plea agreement and established 

sentencing guidelines- dangerously undermine fundamental 

principles of fairness and due process. 
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED 

I. DID THE LOWER COURT ERR IN REFUSING TO VACATE AN 

1 INHERENTLY SUSPECT WIRED PLEA WITHOUT HAVING APPLIED THE 

REQUISITE SPECIAL CARE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE PLEA WAS 

TRULY VOLUNTARY -- FAILING EVEN TO CONDUCT AN EVIDENTIARY 

HEARING ON THE QUESTION? 

II. DID THE LOWER COURT ERR IN NOT NULLIFYING THE PLEA 

AGREEMENT, WHICH PROSECUTORS HAD BREACHED (A) BY FAILING 

TO LIMIT THEIR ALLOCUTION OF THE FACTS AS AGREED UPON; 

( B) BY PROMISING TO DISCLOSE PETITIONER I S 11 VALUABLE 11 

~OOPERATION, BUT THEN CASTING ASPERSIONS UPON IT; AND (C) 

BY SEEKING TO INFLUENCE THE COURT TO IMPOSE THE HARSHEST 

POSSIBLE SENTENCE? 

III. DID THE COURT BELOW ERR WHEN THE SENTENCING JUDGE, HAVING 

IMPOSED UPON PETITIONER A DISPROPORTIONATELY HARSH 

SENTENCE, REFUSED HIS APPELLATE COUNSEL ACCESS TO THE 
, .. ·, .. , 

VARIOUS ll PARTE DECLARATIONS ANO DECLINED TO RECUSE 

HIMSELF WHEN HAVING TO RULE UPON A CHALLENGE TO HIS 

IMPARTIALITY? 
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

Amici adopt the statement of the case as set forth in 

Petitioner's Brief. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

on November 21, 1985, Jonathan Pollard was arrested and 

charged with transferring classified documents to Israeli 

nationals. He was held without bond, while the government sought 

his cooperation in assessing whatever damage may have resulted from 

his activities. 

On November 22, 1985, Anne Pollard (Petitioner's wife) was 

arrested and subsequently charged with being an accessory after 

the fact to her husband's possession of national defense 

documents.* 

She was held without bond for over three months in a District 

of Columbia jail, during which time she suffered severe physical 

and emotional disorders. Mrs. Pollard's long-standing medical 

problems, for which 5he had undergone a surgical procedure the day 

* After Pollard had come under investigation, Mrs. Pollard (at her 
husband's request) attempted to remove from their apartment 
documents that were incriminating to him. She was also charged with 
conspiracy to receive embezzled government property; the material 
in question, however, was less-classified literature about the 
embassy of the People's Republic of China -- which Pollard had 
provided -his wife to help her in a public relations presentation 

and not the documents that he had given to Israel. 
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before her arrest, worsened dramatically in jail. She endured long 

periods of constant pain and was often unable to eat. Her frequent 

reque·$~~ ·l~r medical treatment went largely ignored, primarily 
I . , ~ i . , 

because the jail's medical staff was unable to determine the causes 

of her condition. In the ninety-five days of her incarceration, 

Mrs. Pollard lost more than forty pounds and her hair began to turn 

gray. • All of these problems were well known to her husband and had 

been amply documented before the court that accepted the guilty 

pleas. [See Anne Henderson Pollard's Memorandum in Aid of 

Sentencing, dated Feb. 26, 1987, particularly at pages 21-23.) 

Mrs. Pollard was diaanosed by a orivate special 5st cnr. 

Micna~l G9ldberg of Chicago) as having biliary dyskinesia, a rare 
' .to :--~ 1 

condition of the bile duct that presents "a clinical enigma ... 

difficult to diagnose and manage therapeutically." In October of 

1986 she underwent multiple and complex surgical procedures to 

reduce pressure in her intestinal tract. The surgery was termed 

"not completely successful." [li\. at 24.] 

While she was free on bond, Anne Pollard visited her husband 

at the federal penitentiary in Petersburg, Virginia. These visits 

sGrved to make Petitioner even more acutely aware of the gravity 

of his wife's condition -- and of the apparent reality that her own 
( . : .,r .' I• : ••• • 

guilty plea represented her best chance to survive. 

The prosecutors, however, refused to allow Anne Pollard to 

plead guilty unless her husband did likewise. Moreover, if 

Petitioner did not cooperate the government threatened to bring 

new and additional charges against his wife. [cite?] Thus were 
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their two pleas inextricably linked (or "wired") to one another. 

Tha government did not conceal its intentions: Anne Pollard's plea 

agreement explicitly provided that --

If Mr. Jonathan Jay Pollard fails to completely 
fulfill all of his obligations pursuant to his plea 
agreement, at any time before both he and Mrs. Pollard 
have been sentenced, then the Government will be relieved 
of its obligations under this plea agreement with Mrs. 
Pollard. (Plea Agreement at 1 9.J 

The plea agreement that the government offered Pollard 

required that he submit to interviews and polygraph examinations, 

that he testify before the grand jury investigating others involved 

in his offense, and that he respond to all questions put to him by 

federal law enforcement authorities. Specifically, Pollard would 

disclose everything he knew about espionage-related activities, 

including the nature and extent of any classified information that 

may have been compromised. [Plea Agreement at 1 3.) The plea 

agreement also contained a provision that required Pollard to 

submit to Navy censors any information he might disclose in a 

private interview or public statement. [Id. at 1 9.) 
,. " ...... 
In return for Pollard's guilty plea the government would agree 

specifically not to ask for a life sentence, but to limit itself 

to recommending "that the Court impose a sentence of a substantial 

period of incarceration and a monetary fine." [Plea Agreement at , .. 
1 4.] The government would also agree to limit its allocution to 

the tacts and circumstances of the offenses committed by Pollard, 

and to make his cooperation known to the court. [li.] 

On June 4, 1986, pursuant to the wired agreements described 

above, Petitioner pled guilty to one count ot conspiracy to deliver • . ' \. ~ ,; ~- : J , . ~ .. i 

C •1• , ' \l 
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national defense information to a foreign government, in violation 

of 18 u.s.c. § 794(c). Anne Pollard pled guilty to conspiracy to 

receive embezzled government property, in violation or 18 u.s.c. 
§ 3 71, , and to being an accessory after the fact to possession of 

national defense documents, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 793(e). 

At the hearing, the court never scrutinized the voluntariness 

of Petitioner's guilty plea, even though it was wired to that of 

his wife and therefore inherently suspect. [Transcript of Guilty 

Plea at 7.) 

Pollard subsequently spent many hours cooperating with 

prosecutors in interrogation and polygraph sessions. (See 

Government's Memorandum in Aid of Sentencing at 23-37 (hereinafter 

"Government's Memorandum").] 

In November 1986, after the plea had been entered but before 

sentencing, a reporter named Wol! Blitzer contacted the warden at 

the federal penitentiary in Petersburg, Virginia, and requested 

(both orally and in writing) to interview Pollard. Pursuant to its 

standard procedures, the Bureau of Prisons contacted Pollard to see 

if he agreed to the interview; he did, and he executed the request 

form supplied to him by the government. The request was officially 

granted, the interview took place, and on November 30, 1986, 

Blitzer published an article based upon it. In January of 1987, 

Blitzer requested a second interview; Pollard again sub~itted the 

forms supplied by the government, which in turn again granted 

permission, and Blitzer later published a second article. 

[Defendant's . Motion to Withdraw Guilty Plea at 9-10.] Despite the 
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l • "' 1 • ./ J l ( "': , .. . 

' fact that the aovernment h~n ~~provP.n ~nn f~~ili~~tQrl b~th 

interviews without imposing any restrictions on them -- and was 

fully aware of the fact that an article had appeared based on the 

first before it approved the second -- at sentencing the government 

charged that the interviews violated the plea agreement. (lg. at 

10-11.J 

Pollard disputed the claim that he had disclosed classified 

information to Blitzer (Sentencing Transcript at 59]; indeed the 

lower court never found that the interviews had in fact violated 

the :. ~iea· !agr·eement. Nor did the government ever attempt to have 

the agreement set aside and to proceed to trial, as the agreement 

permitted it to do in the event of a breach. (Plea Agreement at, 

5.] 

~n addition to asserting a breach of the plea agreement, the 

government in its sentencing memoranda and in its oral allocution 

far from limiting itself to the facts and circumstances 

surrounding Pollard's offenses, as it was required to do by the 

agreement discussed at great length what it portrayed as 

Pollard's . nefarious motives and bad character. One example out of 
J • 

many: the government said that it was "arrogance and deception 

which drove this de.CernlcmL t.o commit the acts, the criminal acts 

excuse the things that he had done. 11 

35.] 

5 
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The government also failed to abide fully by another of its 

promises under the plea agreement -- to inform the court of the 

"nature, extent and value of (Pollard's] cooperation." Although 

it characterized the intormation he provided as of "considerable 

value" . as the plea agreement required, the government proceeded to 

ask that the court discount Pollard's cooperation because his 

Israeli co-conspirators .had escaped -- an event that had occurred 

before the plea agreement -- and because it doubted the integrity 

of the defendant's motives in cooperating. 

Memorandum at 37-44.J 

[Government's 

In addition, the government submitted as part of its 

allocution a classified declaration, under seal, from then-Secre

tary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, which presented his opinions as 

to the damage that Pollard had allegedly done to national 

security. Moreover, the day before sentencing Weinberger 

submitted a supplemental declaration to the court which stated that 

Pollard's interviews with Blitzer showed he was not loyal to the 

United States and called his actions "treason"; Weinberger went on 

to declara that he could not imagine worse damage to national 

security than that caused by Pollard. 

on March 4, 1987 Pollard was sentenced to life imprisonment 

with a recommendation against parole ( ??? ) -- a sentence never 

before meted out against someone who has spied for an American 

ally, and considerably more harsh even than those typically given 
,.·:., ~ : t; J 

to eneiriy ,spies. He has been held in solitary confinement since 
~ :=- : •• ; • ' • 

January ot 1988. As a practical matter there is 
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virtually no possibility of parole. ** His motion to have the 

' sentence :reduced pursuant to Rule 35 o! the Federal Rules o! 

Criminal Procedure was denied on February 22, 1988. Petitioner's 

new lawyer on the instant appeal, who had obtained a security 

clearance, requested access to materials which had been submitted 

under-seal by the government; this request was denied. (Letter from 

David Geneson to Hamilton Fox, May 26, 1989.) 

On March 12, 1990, citing the government's manifold failure 

to live up to its part of the plea agreement, as well as the 

involuntariness of his "wired" plea, Petitioner moved to have his 

guilty plea withdrawn, pursuant to 28 u.s.c. § 2255. In further 

support of this motion, on March 29, 1990 he submitted an affidavit 

executed by Professor Alan Dershowitz of the Harvard Law School 

(hereinafter Dershowitz Affidavit), reporting a telephone 

conversation he had had with the late supreme Court Justice Arthur 

Goldberg, during which Justice Goldberg described a conversation 

that he had had with Judge Robinson of the court below. According 

to Justice Goldberg, Judge Robinson said that the government had 

supplied him with information indicating that Pollard had given 

Israel American satellite photographs which proved Israel tested 
, .,. : : ., • • I '~ ' 

Jericho mi~siles in South Africa and provided South Africa with 

military technology. This connection between Israel and South 

•"' 1'.·ooordinCJ ~o procec:utin9 TJ. s:. ~ttornoy J'.\su;,.rh d :i f':,i;,J"lnv,,., "Mr. 

Pollard ... will not see the light of day." (Chicago Tribune, 
3/5/87 at p.8.) "It's highly unlikely that he'll become eligible 
for parole." (New York Times, 3/5/87 at Al, col.2.J 
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Africa, said Justice Goldberg, had "weighed heavily" in Judge 

Robinson's decision to impose a life sentence upon Pollard. 

(Dershowitz Affidavit at 2.J 

Pollard requested that he be given an opportunity in a hear

ing to explore whether the government had made such an~ parte 

disclosure, and to challenge the validity of these claims if they 

had been made. If the conversation were substantiated, it would 

raise a serious question about both the government's adherence to 

its part of the plea agreement and the fairness of the sentence. 

In addition, because Judge Robinson was the only available witness 

to the . alleged conversation, Pollard moved for his recusal. 

On September 11, 1990 1 in a memorandum opinion, Chief Judge 

Robinson denied all of Pollard's motions. 

SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

·-Althc:iug'h the court below was faced with an inherently suspect 

"wired II gull ty plea -- one induced by the promise of lenient 

treatment toward a third party if the defendant pleads guilty -

it failed to apply the special care necessary to ensure that 

Petitioner's plea was truly voluntary. Moreover, it declined even 

to conduct an evidentiary hearing on the question. Such !ailure 

was especially prejudicial under the unique circumstances of this 

case -- where Petitioner agreed to plead guilty largely out of fear 

for the well-being (and perhaps the life) of his wife -- and 

reveals coercion to an aggravated degree. {See inf;a Argument I, 
-.,~. 1 •• . •.·.,· .'. 

pp. -· >. 
' .: ' 
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In addition, the government breached the plea agreement in 

every particular. Despite their implicit promise not to seek a 

life sentence, prosecutors did precisely that by submitting 

hyperbolic declarations from the Secretary of Defense labelling 

Petitioner's crime "treason"; by not limiting itself in its 

presentence allocution to the "facts and circumstances'' of 

Petitioner's crime, as it had promised to do, instead attacking 

his character and motivation; by undercutting its agreement to 

inform the court of Petitioner's "valuable" cooperation; and, as 

alleged in the Dershowitz Affidavit, by making ex parte disclosures 

that "weighed heavily" in the judge's sentencing decision. These 

breaches entitled Petitioner to withdraw his plea. { See infra 
• •• • •• • I 

Argument II, pp. __ .} 

Finally, the court below paid scant if any deference to the 

plea bargain by imposing upon Petitioner the harshest possible 

sentence (life in prison) -- a penalty substantially more severe 

than similar or worse offenders have received in the recent past. 

The judge may well have been influenced by the ex parte 

declarations noted above, yet he denied Petitioner the right to 

pursue this issue in an evidentiary hearing, instead ruling that 

because he himself 11 knew" that he had not been improperly 

influenced ·: there was no need for him to recuse himse'lf or hold a 

hearing on the issue. This was plain error. 

III, PP•_.} 
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