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Rabbi Moshe Sherer 
Agudath Israel 
5 Beekman Street 
New York, N.Y. 10038 

Dear Colleague: 

December 31, 1986 
29 Kislev 5747 

Some months ago we talked -- at the Regency Hotel and you suggested 
that we "cool" the mutually recriminating rhetoric. I earnestly 
tried to do so. 

When I returned from Israel a day or so ago, the enclosed was called 
to my attention. Your words, if accurately quoted, certainly made 
no contribution toward that end. Do you have even an iota of evidence 
to support what you attribute to our spokespeople? 

I don!t mind, indeed, I expect to be opposed on issues on which we 
disagree•• but these kind of baseless arresponsflle attacks are really 
unacceptable. Ihhope you will find a way of correcting them. 

Cordially. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

bee: Mr. Richard Cohen 



... . 

10 JEWISH WORLD•DECEMBER 26. 1986 

Battle brews over funds 
to anti-Zionist yeshivas 
By STEW ART AIN grants to yeshivas." Sherer spoke of Reform rabbis 

Charges that the Reform move- Sherer'.s comments regarding the who, like pied pipers, lead "inno-
ment has engaged in a conspiracy Reform movement were made at his cent, unwary" secular Jewish leaders 
with the Jewish Agency to deny organization' s recent national con- "down a road of spiritual disaster." 
funding to yeshivas in Israel that vention. In his remarks, Sherer in- To illustrate, Sherer quoted the 
don't recognize the State of Israel sisted that "politically-motivated director of the UAHC's National In-
were heatedly denied last week by Refonn rabbis, because of their sway terreligious Affairs Department as 
Rabbi Daniel Syme, vice president of with those who hold the purse-strings saying that Reform rabbis who 
the Union of American Hebrew of Jewish charity funds," should not become involved with the "'Jews 
Congregations. be allowed to decide the fate and for Jesus movement should not be 

"The energies of the Reform policies of yeshivas. excluded as Reform rabbis.' 
movement are now directed solidly And he expressed confidence that "And he went on to say, 'I would 
at obtaining a fair allocation from once federation leaders learn the not throw him out as a rabbi; after 
the Jewish Agency for the kibbut- "truth about the role of yeshivas of all, the Reform movement has rab-
zim, schools, settlements and other all types as the primary guarantor of bis who are atheists and agnostics 
programs established by the Reform Jewish survival, they will · not and homosexuals. Should we throw 
movement for Reform Jews seeking discriminate against any Torah in- them out? Where would we stop?' " 
roots in Israel ," said Syme. "We stitutions on the basis of attitudes Denies Statement 
have neither the inclination nor the towards Zionism ." The Reform spokesman rebutted 
time to enter into any kind of con- A Reform spokesman, who asked Sherer's attack, pointing out that the 
spiracy against anybody, even anti- for anonymity, felt that if the Jewish director of the agency to whom 
Zionist yeshivas ." Agency has indeed terminated fund- Sherer referred is not a man but a 

Syme's comments to the Jewish ing to non-Zionist yeshivas in Israel , woman, Annette Daum, and that she . 
World came in response to allega- "many Reform Jews would applaud never made any such comments. 
tions by Rabbi Moshe Sherer, presi- that action ." The spokesman was incensed by 
dent of the Agudath Israel of Syme pointed out that these anti- Sherer's comment that there are 
America, that Reform rabbis have Zionist yeshivas have for years been leaders of the American Jewish com-
" formed a conspiracy with the receiving Jewish communal funds munity today who "have no right to 
leadership of the federations and the even though they refuse to recognize speak as Jewish leaders, especially 

.._ Jewish Agency ." the State of Israel. those who dare speak in the name of 
' He said the conspiracy was an at- "That fact-indeed the who.le clal Yisroel, when they personally 

tempt to "blackmail and bludgeon system by which the Jewish Agency married non-Jewish women." 
yeshivas in Israel into submission-if supports institutions in Israel- The spokesman said that "such 
they dare consider themselves non- should be carefully discussed t;,y the wild and irresponsible attacks that 
Zionists-to deny them the right of entire community, including Or- accuse without naming the target 
obtaining money from the Jewish thodox spokesmen," Syme sug-. make no contribution to that calm . 
charity funds and the Jewish Agen- ges,ed. "We would welcome a and loving examination of the issues 
cy . And now, too, in· the United discussion with Rabbi Sherer, and all that should form the standard of 
States, this alliance of these so-called movements of the Jewish people, of discourse to which .all rabbis and 

\ 1
1

eaders is trying to influence the the principles that determine the Jewish community leaders should 
~ederations to even cut down on allocation of such support." seek to adhere." D 
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Dear Moshe: 

Please forgive this belated reply to your letter of January 5 . ...-.\s -, 01:1 may kno~ 

~ ~.fl.(' J: w.llRP ~ 
I have been traveling quite a~ in recent~ and llili'o'e j:as-t returned from 

- rvf,~~ 
i:,~Qer cd:-- w~ -i:n~ra~ . It was simply impossible for me to devote the necessary 

attention to a reply until just now. 

I'm afraid that the "evidence" you cite in your letter is really not more 

than an iota. The clipping from the American Examiner of April 9, 1978 is nearly 

nine years old, and Rabbi Balfour Brickner, who is quoted in that story, has not 

been the director of our interreligious affairs commission for nearly that length 

of time. As you know, some years ago he left the UAHC to become the rabbi of the 

Stephen Wise Free Synagogue. Many of us (myself included) were embarrassed by 

his foolish statement quoted in the 1978 story that you submitted as "evidence." 

In any case, we were not responsible for his statement then and we certainly cannot 

be held as responsible for it now. Really, you must effer something stronger than 

that. I am certain that I could find equally preposterous statements from officers 

of the Agudath Israel of America, but I would not think of holding you or the 

Agudath movement to be bound by it or even agreeing with it -- especially if the 

spokesman cited had left your movement som~ y_ears ago. {b-.e_ <=.}L~ N ~ 
o--~ ~ ~n.u0 O><J r f'--A-~ u1--1 c 't/4--o r ct-i....u ~JL-~ -

The clipping you submit from the Jewish Advocate of Boston is of course a 

more serious matter. But here, if you will forgive me, I think you miss the point. 

If you had read Rabbi Menitoff's remarks with that measure of human sympathy and 

understanding that has endeared you to so many people in our community -- including 

many Reform Jews -- I think you would have found it to be what it was intended --
brutally 

a honest cri de coeur, a courageous admission of a condition that exists in Reform 

synagogues -- and (although Rabbi Menitoff was too polite to mention it) among Jews 

of many other denominational persuasions. That too many Reform Jews do not believe 

and find difficulty in praying I admit. That this condition is limited to members 

of Reform synagogues I would vehemently deny; and I ask you to look into your own 

heart, and those of your fellow Agudath members, and ask: Who among us has not 



voiced doubt -- either aloud or in the silent reaches of the heart. -!'t- wea Alfred--

LoY-d Tenny.son, I bel:4.eve, -who wrote mo-r-e-t-han 100 years ago_;__ "There lives mor 

~one3t dottb'r,""l"Believe me, tIDtn--Hl...half the creeds." You will tell me, 
7 

o~r ec t±y-, that: Ha!monldes said it bet t: ~. Agreed! ------, 

I do not deny that we are deeply concerned in the Reform movement with those 

in our synagogues who find it difficult to believe and difficult to pray. We are 

working on it; we are writing books for young people and for adults on how to find 

God and how to pray. I am neither ashamed nor embarrassed by this; I am proud of 

it! I pray only that other religious groups within our Jewish community would 

confront this issue among their members rather than keeping their heads in the sand. 

You raise the question of the efforts by Reform Judaism to get a fair shake 

in allocations of funds for activities in Israel. I respectfully suggest that you 

have not confronted this issue in your reply, preferring instead to raise the 

issue of "academic freedom," which of course has no bearing whatsoever on the 

question. It is not a question of what the so-called "non-Zionist yeshivas" 

believe but what they do. These institutions reject the Jewish state, denounce 

the Israeli flag, reject Israeli military service and yet insist that the Jewish 

world and the Jewish state support them, their students and their right to 

repudiate the Jweish state. At the same time, these same institutions and their r 
supporters in the United States would deny to Reform-sponsored kibbutzism, schools, ~ 

synaoguges and other institutions their fair shake of funding. /-l( /pJ ' f<(}~, '/4cJJ
0 

(),r~f+ ,o fl_,Jq;-,_j THI; r I /,J,1-~ f.Jor ff( !fu--. /!-ltJOLJ~::; Ennf,.,,,,_,A- jt.J ntS.. l(iJl"(\Al((J 

You raise the issue of patrilineal descent and charge that unless we abandon 

this principle the Reform movement "will be responsible for the historic act of 

cutting the Jewish people into two entities which cannot intermarry." I will not 

here go into the argument, with which I am sure you are familiar, that holds that 

patrilineal descent is an ancient and honorable tradition in the Jewish faith -

antedating, in fact, the relatively modern matrilineal principle. I do not believe 

that the Jewish people will be cut in two, any more than I believe that if women 

are permitted to serve as rabbis and as cantors, and if men and women are permitted 

to sit side by side, and if the synagogue accepts civil divorce -- in short, if 

J 

\I 
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we give halacha a vote but not a veto -- the Jewish people will be severed. Reform 

has been around for 1,00 years now. I believe profoundly that Reform Judaism has 

prevented the loss of millions of our people to Christianity or to no religion at 

all. And that is so because Reform has demonstrated that Judaism is a living faith, 

not frozen in some time-frame of 18th-century Poland, or 15th-century Spain, or 

earlier Babylon or even Jerusalem. If ours is the living God, Judaism must be a 

living faith, one that people of this day and this age can find solace and inspiration 

·--f" in -- as our people have done through the age .s. 

' ( 
' ~~ Reform does not reject change in Jewish practice, but we do insist that any 

~ such changes must be born of necessity and conviction. The patrilineal decision 

was a principled assertion of the equality of men and women and a response to the 

anguish of children who considered themselves Jewish but were pushed into a no-

man's land between Christians and Jews. Please note further that the CCAR resolution 

adopting the patrilineal decision did not confer Jewishness automatically on any 

child of a non-Jewish mother and Jewish father, but required that the child be 

raised Jewishly and undergo certain Jewish rites of passage -- circumcision, 

w-f 0.. iL ~~~ I.<..~ ... 

Jewish education. bar mitzvah, etc. In this is more rigorous in 

its requirements of its members than Jewish tradition, which automatically confers 

Jewishness on any child of any Jewish mother, regardless of the mother's or child's 

adherence (or lack of it) to our faith. 

In any case, I believe that our disagreements -- Refo rm vs. Orthodoxy, for 

example -- have not truly inflamed the passions of the people. The greatest 

danger arising from our wranglings is not that the Orthodox refuse to recognize 

Reform conversions but rather that the great mass of unaffiliated Jews will be so 

put off by what they say that they wjll sav "A n la e11e on all vour houses." 

Our problem, then, is to recognize that many of the differences between us 

are not likely to be resolved. Let us at least come to know and, hopefully, respect 

one another ,~k~~~l:a ~~~~s1 ~u~~\~ 
~ tyv.N ~ ~LJu\Al_ t2..1,- -~ ( ttnJCt?..--t' ~ .flfL. • 

~er, i-l;l tohe :Wbtds ~--,,roph~t, and diSCUSSlfays a11d me&fls of eom-p~ 

~ise to bring us togehter. 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Ms . Edith J . Mil 1 er 

To Mr. Richard Cohen 

Copies 

Subject 

Date J a n u a r y 1 3 , 1 9 8 7 
12 Tevet 5747 

Please let Alex know how you would respond to the enclosed. He will 
want to answer when he comes back from his travels -- he says Israel, 
but he may mean California. 

Than k you. 

' 

I 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,ln'N 

,,~~~~,, 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 
:-tP,,ON.J 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

4 Teves, 5747 
January 5, 1987 

I want to acknowledge your letter of December 31 / 29 
Kislev. 

I have more than "an iota of evidence" to suppo"rt my 
quotation from a statement by a director of the National 
Interreligious Affairs Department of the UAHC. Enclosed is a 
photostat of a news story which appeared in the American 
Examiner, which was the predecessor of the Jewish Week. 

In addition, I am enclosing a photostat of a story which 
appeared in the Boston Jewish Advocate, where an official of the 
UAHC, your own staff member, charges that "sizeable segments of 
the lay and rabbinic populations of Reform synagogues do not 
believe in G-d." 

The new militancy of many within the Reform movement vis a 
vis the use of Federation funds is a matter of record. Indeed, 
the very article you sent me, while reporting the "heated denial" 
of your vice-president, quotes "a Reform spokesman'' who applauds 
this anti-"non-Zionist yeshiva" campaign. Interestingly, this 
spokesman insisted on remaining anonymous; that silence itself 
speaks volumes about the credibility of your vice-president's 
denial of my charge. 

The entire campaign to deny the Jewish charity dollar to 
"non-Zionist yeshivos" is a tactic beneath every criticism. 
Those same American propo~ents of this effort would shout blue 
murder if anyone would dare to infringe upon academic freedom in 
the United States, and deny funding to colleges whose students 
are either too liberal or too conservative. 

Surely this anonymous "Reform spokesman" would never 
countenance denying Jewish communal funds to Hebrew University, 
for example, even though that institution has a large number of 
Jewish radical leftists and Arab extremists as students. 

84 William Street. New York, N.Y. 10038 (212) 797-9000 
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--------------- ----------~-
Rabbi Alexander M. S~hindler 
January 5, 1987 
Page Two 

Whe!l- I - ~poke with you some months ago about the rhetoric 
bein~ ilizea ~ I was eferring to such outrageous epithets by 
Reform leaders ~i~;t the Orthodox as "Khoumeinis" or being 
guilty of the "se~i "process used by the Nazis during the 
HoiocaO$t. This is n t comparable to my portraying to our 
nat , ona ] convention the ludicrous position of Reform rabbis, many 
who lQ~riot even believe in G-d, promoting the denial of funding 
toy shivos, the only guarantor of the continuation of G-d-
subs rvience in the world. 

I 
iI still feel that the situation in Jewish life has reached a 

point where, unless your group reverses its position on such 
issues as patrilineal descent, it will be responsible for the 
historic act of cutting the Jewish people into two entities which 
cannot intermarry. 

Moreover, I once again urge you, in the spirit of fairness 
and truth, to use your power in the Reform community to halt the 
campaign of disinformation being waged to libel Orthodox Jews as 
refusing to recognize Reform Jews as Jews. The most recent 
example of this vicious slander appears in the current issue of 
your publicati6n A~ z i Newsl e tter (Wi n ter 1987} which includes a 
message from the Arza president (Page 3) in which he states: "We 
shall not allow his kind (the Chief Rabbi) to deny that we are• ' 
Jews." 

You know very well that the Orthodox Jew considers his 
Reform brother-Jew as much a Jew as himself. The "denial" by the 
Orthodox relates solely to non-Jewish converts who, in our view, 
lack the proper credentials to be recognized as Jews. The 
continuation of this "scare campaign," which has won wide 
acceptance in Reform Jewish circles, inserts a bizarre false 
element into the current controversy unworthy of such a serious 
matter. 

The religious situation in the Reform camp is deteriorating 
at such a rate that unless a man like yourself reverses this 
speeding train, we are heading for a split within the Jewish 
community of unprecedented magnitude. I hope that you will take 
strong action to prevent this historic tragedy before it is too 
late. 

I appreciate your writing me 
Regards. 

MS/dbj 
Enclosures 

ave a question. 

ere~ 

R bbi Moshe Sherer 
President 

... 
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Atheist Rabbis Linked to 
Low Reform Attendance 

By Ben Gallob 

A Boston-based Reform 
rabbinical executive ha., as
serted his conviction that a 
key reason Reform syna
gogue sanctuaries are often 
sparsely attended for • wor-

. . .. :. ._;_:./~t/ .'/(·:·;:r~·(!tf~~ 
~- • ···: ~-Brickne· r· bal'1-s·.-::~i:~~~ 

• ~ .... . •. J(, ·. <""'" . 1'~- -~-

.. : _g _ _.:t -~-ti(;t/Jµfs1o'n ·o/{ff .1 
" • • • • • ·i • • . •• - . - - -.-.r,;.. " . ; ---: ~-.• _ \ .Jews:fof Jesus ·t4?:.,.-_~ 

~ • ~jf_~ - •• •· ... :·, ; . · :• ?•.;;·._,. - -~~ - .·.. ~-;t'E:~;:<j 
.- ,· .. - :;:· . _BEYE¾~·~. :Cal.if::·: 1:!Je,.R~fo~:-
: • 3 .: -~-~ovement in the· United ·sr;uc, should · not . 

• iic ~ exc:lude Reform rabhis if they bec:rm.:. involved 
•· -~ -•In the- 'Jews tor 3esus movement, ar.coromgio 

-'.' ... ::iRabbt Balfou~:Wfcmer.Jdfrector of'the riationaJ ' 
• O .>dc~~t of interreligioiis affairs of Ifie Union 1 

,::_ !·· of American'"'He9ceY!"·C<lri 0 regaiions {Reform>:·~,...; 
, ... ~ . ,·"'SpeaJang-as one of a panel of expen.s at th~ : 

.. ·:· Br:indeis-BarditT Fort;1m on Contemporary \'cl- I 
CIC •• ues, Rabbi Bricicnet• s:iid "I ·wouid cot thrnw r z • him out as a 'rabbi: I think such _an ~tion by a ' 
~ R:etonn rabbi is foolish, ludicrous and impossi- · j 
~ - ,hie. He ~would ~x~lude himself." -~-.;,. -'i) -: • . .,, i 

Z Rabb,_ Brickner· said that the Reform move- ! 
. ~ • ment ~-2 ra~bis-who are atheists and agnostics..._ 1· 
- aria even liomosexuals. "Should we throw them · 

•• ~ ""cc 

-our!'." he askcer."Where would WC-stop?" ._. .... -~ ... ··.. . 
1 -,:: ·;,·,~~ .. .::1 ,, . .w-. i:->;,:.:~~- , ... ·· ... , .·, . .. .. •. 

ship on the Sabbath is that 
"sizeable segments of the lay 
and rabbinic populations_ of 
Reform synagogues do not • 
believe in God." 

That evaluation was 
spelled out by Rabbi Paul 
Menitoff, regional director of 
the Northeast Council of the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations (UAHC}, the 
association of American Re
form synagogues. Menitoff 
presented his analysis in a ~
cent issue or the Journal of 
Reform Judaism. 

Menitoff argued that no 
matter how active a Reform 
synagogue may be, worship 
services may not be well at
tended. He argued that "wor
ship docs not attract people; 
programs at services some- . 
times do: family nights; Sis
terhood/Brotherhood Shab
bats· teacher appreciation 
services· scholar-in-residence 
lectures; commissioned can
btas; sccial actions Shabbats 
- the list is endless." 

He declared that in the Re- • 
form movement's "abundance 
of well-attended activities" 
there is a "dead spot" in most 
Reform synagogues - the 
sanctuary when it is being 
used for worship "for God's 
sake." 

The Reform rabbi said that 
many Reform Jews can de
scribe themselve~ as "Ka
planians," for Rabbi Morde
cai Kaplan, the foundcr of 
Reconstructionism; or "Bu
berians," for Martin i:iuber, 
the theologian; or as natural-

• ists or existentialists. 
He declared that the God 

of such Jews, "created 
through mental gymnastics, 
is a theological construct, not 
a reality." He asserted that a 
sanctuary attcnrled by Jews 
for whom God is •merely a 
mental mutation, and not a 
reality, is a sparsely populat
ed olace." 

Special services and "gim
micks" in 11anctuaries cannot 
be a subslitulc fur God, Mcn
itofT said. "Pr..iyer is commu
nicating with God - not 
thinking, not meditating ~th 
ourselves. God is the obJect, 
the recipient of prayer." 

Contending that people 
"cannot pray to theological 
constructs," he declared that 

Paul l\-lenitof( 

·'.~ 
dt.l 
't·" .:..Jt 
'pi 
C 

.. -· ~ 
Jews know this, •at the very • 1!i 
least, on an intuitive level. . .. ~ 
They therefore do other 1~ 
things on Friday nights and . n 
Saturday mornings. When ·--1 
God does not attend services, • • 11 
people stay at home." • ·. • .. • . 1

1 .Asserting that the problem 
.'Jf minimal attendam:e at . t 
worship services could be re- • ~ 
solvei:l, Menitoff said the first l 
step was for Reform rabbis to .J 
"confront honestly the follow- t 
ing questions: Do we really ·1 

believe in God or are we fool- l 

ing ourselves? Are we (rab
bis) hiding behind theological 
constructs and rituals while 
ignoring the issue of God?" 

He contended that rabbis 
avoid talking about God •be
cause they either do not be• 
lieve in God or they fear they 
will be considered as hc;>pe
lessly naive and intellectually 
unsophisticated." . . .P 

He added that Reform rah-I 1 
bis "who do not believe in · t 
God should leave congrega- r 
tional worship to those who f 
do. To do less is dishonest. I 

Rabbis who do no~ believe • I 
are not helping their p~oplc .• 
pray; they are ~t b!st direct- • '. 
ing a presen~t1on. • : 



Ms.Edith J. Miller 

Mr. Richard Cohen 

January 13, 1987 
12 Tevet 5747 

Please let Alex know how you would respond to the enclosed. He will 
want to answer when he comes back from his travels -- he says Israel, 
but he may mean California. 

Thank you . 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

4 Teves, 5747 
January 5, 1987 

I want to acknowledge your letter of December 31 / 29 
Kislev. 

I have more than "an iota of evidence" to support my 
quotation from a statement by a director of the National 
Interreligious Affairs Department of the UAHC. Enclosed is a 
photostat of a news story which appeared in the American 
Examiner, which was the predecessor of the Jewish Week. 

In addition, I am enclosing a photostat of a story which 
appeared in the Boston Jewish Advocate, where an official of the 
UAHC, your own staff member, charges that "sizeable segments of 
the lay and rabbinic populations of Reform synagogues do not 
believe in G-d." 

The new militancy of many within the Reform movement vis a 
vis the use of Federation funds is a matter of record. Indeed, 
the very article you sent me, while reporting the "heated denial" 
of your vice-president, quotes "a Reform spokesman'' who applauds 
this anti-"non-Zionist yeshiva" campaign. Interestingly, this 
spokesman insisted on remaining anonymous; that silence itself 
speaks volumes about the credibility of your vice-president's 
denial of my charge. 

The entire campaign to deny the Jewish charity dollar to 
"non-Zionist yeshivos'' is a tactic beneath every criticism. 
Those same American proponents of this effort would shout blue 
murder if anyone would dare to infringe upon academic freedom in 
the United States, and deny funding to colleges whose students 
are either too liberal or too conservative. 

Surely this anonymous "Reform spokesman" would never 
countenance denying Jewish communal funds to Hebrew University, 
for example, even though that institution has a large number of 
Jewish radical leftists and Arab extremists as students. 

84 William Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 (212) 797-9000 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
January 5, 1987 
Page Two 

When I spoke with you some months ago about the rhetoric 
being utilized, I was referring to such outrageous epithets by 
Reform leaders against the Orthodox as "Khoumeinis" or being 
guilty of the "selekzie" process used by the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. This is not comparable to my portraying to our 
national convention the ludicrous position of Reform rabbis, many 
who do not even believe in G-d, promoting the denial of funding 
to yeshivas, the only guarantor of the continuation of G-d
subservience in the world. 

I still feel that the situation in Jewish life has reached a 
point where, unless your group reverses its position on such 
issues as patrilineal descent, it will be responsible for the 
historic act of cutting the Jewish people into two entities which 
cannot intermarry. 

Moreover, I once again urge you, in the spirit of fairness 
and truth, to use your power in the Reform community to halt the 
campaign of disinformation being waged to libel Orthodox Jews as 
refusing to recognize Reform Jews as Jews. The most recent 
example of this vicious slander appears in the current issue of 
your publication Arza Newsletter (Winter 1987) which includes a 
message from the Arza president (Page 3) in which he states: "We 
shall not allow his kind (the Chief Rabbi) to deny that we are 
Jews." 

You know very well that the Orthodox Jew considers his 
Reform brother-Jew as much a Jew as himself. The "denial" by the 
Orthodox relates solely to non-Jewish converts who, in our view, 
lack the proper credentials to be recognized as Jews. The 
continuation of this "scare campaign," which has won wide 
acceptance in Reform Jewish circles, inserts a bizarre false 
element into the current controversy unworthy of such a serious 
matter. 

The religious situation in the Reform camp is deteriorating 
at such a rate that unless a man like yourself reverses this 
speeding train, we are heading for a split within the Jewish 
community of unprecedented magnitude. I hope that you will take 
strong action to prevent this historic tragedy before it is too 
late. 

I appreciate 
Regards. 

MS/dbj 
Enclosures 

ave a question. 

ere~ 

R bbi Moshe Sherer 
President 



Dear Ken: 

Apr i 1 22, 1986 
13 ~isan 5746 

The copy of the 191 0 Silver Anniversary edition of the 1~iddisches 
Tageblatt 11 is terrific. Many thanks for your thoughtfulness in 
sharing this with me, I thoroughly enjoyed reading the paper. The 
truth of the matter is, there really is nothing new under the sun! 

I've sent a copy off to Walter Burzburger and I am certain that 
he, too, will enjoy perusing these pages. 

-Ji th thanks and fond good wishes to you and Jean for a very happy 
and sweet Passover, I am 

Mr. L. Kenneth Rosett 
191 Albemarle Road 
White Plains, NY 10605 

Sincerely , 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger 
Congregatiob Shaaray Tefila 
Central and Lord Avenues 
Lawrence, NY 11559 

Dear Wa 1 ter: 

Apr i 1 2 2 , 1 986 
13 Nisan 5746 

It was a pleasure and a privilege to dialogue with you. I enjoyed 
the experience very much and I am most admiring of your presentation. 
You were wonderful. 

The enclosed copy from The Jewish Daily News ("Yiddisches Tageblatt 11
) 

may be of interest to you. Note the date -- March 20, 1910 - Ader II. 
The grandson of Sarasohn, publisher of the paper, is a member of the 
Union Board and he shared the copy with me For the Silber Anniversary 
of the paper, Sarasohn propounded the question, "Is a Reconciliation 
Between Orthodoxy and Refrom Possible?11 He had a long sub-title which 
included .... 11 

••• and By What means Could it be brought about?" He also 
arranged for responses from Schiff, Kohler and Schecter. I thought you 
might enjoy perusing beese pages. There really is nothing new under the 
sun!! 

Have a sweet and happy Pessach. All good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Enc 1. 



Dear Alex: 

L. KENNETH ROSETT 

191 ALBEMARLE ROAD 

WHITE PLAINS. NEW YORK 10605 

v>~~ 

v~ 
April 19, 1986 ~ 
~ 

Thoroughly enjoyed your dialog with Rabbi Wurzburger 
at the WUPJ meeting in Toronto last week. 

But I did have a minor case of dejas vu! If you ,-~~/\ 
subtract about 75 tears, you will get back to 1910 ~ ~ \ 
My grandfather, for the Silver Anniversary of his , 

lead paper, THE JEWISH DAILY NEWS, propounded the ~I) 
question, "Is a Re cone i 1 i at ion Betwe1::;n Orthodoxy and V' '· \ 
Reform Poss i b 1 e? His sub tit 1 e i n c 1 u de d " . . . And By -. ""~ 

What Means Could It Be Brought About;?" ~v ,(', 

Grandpa arranged a "troika", Jacob Schiff as a lay 6 
communal leader, Or. Kaufman Kohler (note he did not 

use the term rabbi} for Reform and Prof. Solomon \ 

Scheer.er (still not the term rabbi} for Orthodoxy. ll' J-
Copies of those articles are enclosed. Enjoy. ~ 

Sending an extra set. Will appreciate it if you will 
send it to Rabbi Wurzburger , if you think it might 
interest him. • 

A Hag Someach to you and to yours for a Happy Pesac 

enclosures 

,.,;~,;J 
~ri')tP..~

Rosett \fr' L. K. 

vi~ 
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• _Simultaneously with the growth of the Jewish community of the United States, problems ha•e kept 
pace. Important problems, of peculiarly Jewish concern· and confronting the Jewish community ~ a 
whole, have arisen, having their gene~is in the comflex and rapid growth of the community. Yet, despite 
the acuteness and gravity of these problems, no systematic, no statesmanlike efforts have been made to 
solve, or even to cope 'with them, owing to the ·1ack of organization, owing to the absence of a coilfflll<)n 

. . ' v1ewpomt. ~ •• 
Two great camps exist in American Israel. And these two camps represent almost diametrically op

posing religious'opinions, and owe their existence to this very difference of religious opinion. It has been 
well said that the -only bond of union between these two c;tmps, Orthodoxy and Reform, is the tb\ 
unifying thread of the belief in the Oneness of God. But this thread is as weak as it is thin, and lac;cs 
the power to bind Israel in a common bond .of solidarity. Misunderstanding, suspicion, misrepresentation 
is entertained in the one camp as against the other. Meantime, the problems clamor for solution, ~and 
clamor in vain. • 

THE JEWISH DAILY NEWS has endeavored to ascertain from the leaders and captains of bctc)'t 
great camps whether a reconciliation is possible; whether a community of interest cannot be created; 
whether the much-vaunted but, in truth, hardly . existing and rapidly disappearing solidarity in Israel can
not be made a fact in America-a solidarity imperatively necessary for the gooci of Israel and Israel's 
future , and for the rendering to this country of the service that can be rendered best and by a people united 
for the preservatj•on of its own best ideals. . 

With this in view, and as a service which this Silver Jubilee Number might render to American 
Jewry, the editors of THE JEWISH DAILY NEWS propounded to the leaders and captains of both great 
camps the following question : 

".IS. A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN REFORM AND ORTHODOXY POSSIBLE, AND BY 

WHAT MEANS COULD IT BE ~ROUGHT ABOUT?" 

We have given to cacti full freedom to say what is in his heart and mind. We have asked of each to 
say only that which he believes to be the truth? In the main , the question has been discussed seri~usly, 
gravely, though some have stubbornly refused to yield their prejudice . .,,We represent to the Jewiah com
munity of the United States the testimony of the leaders and captains. Whether from the wisdom . and 
Sti:\tesma·nlike utterances contained in many of these letiers will come an effort to unite the camps, for the 
good of Israel . depends upon· the leaden; not so much llS upon the rank and file, upon the strone- and 
staunch Jewish hearts enlisted under either one or the other standards, Orthodoxy and Reform. 

- 1 89 -



JACOB • H. SCHIFF FOR .UNITY t 

-

' 

Calls ·upon All to Unite for Preservation of. 
Jewish Ideals and for Weal of America. 

OrthodoX)' Must Respect Those Whose Con~ 
ception Is Lib!ral. 

Reform Must . Not D~dain Those Who 
Strictly Maintain T r~d1tions of the Fathers.· 

I 

Americanization Without Loss · of Jewishness 
Work of ."The Jewish Daily News.tt 

' 
~~kum 21,J910_.; 

~essrs.: Sal'asohn & Son, Publ 1shers,, • 

J'BV/ISH DA~Y DWB, 

. . 186 East 'lroadway. City..! 

~ear- sirs : ·- ' 

Having learned that your pa.per-will ahortly reach') 

~he twenty•fifth al\nivereary or its eXletenoo, I want to tende~ 
. I 
to you. as wellt\$ .tO your editors and other collaborators, JJJY ' 

congratulations upon so &U$Pio1ous an· oooaeion.~ 

I well ranem'ber the t 1.me, . a qual't6 r of a o en tury ago~ -
• ,not - long ·after the great intlux of our Rusaia.n oo•re11g1on1ata • 

... he.d set in, 'When your paper mad-e it~ first appearance·, and I think 
. . . 
lam Juetifi~d in e3;Pressing t~e opinion that -the rapid American~ 

cat_1on of those •no, raised under totally d1tferent con41t1oMi 1 

:than are prevaUing here, have oome in_ euoh 18,rge numbers to . our; 
. . 

~hores, 1• inn~-email part 4ue ~o the influence tor sood n~Oh\ 
' . . ' • -
'Y~ur papu has exeroi;,ed theee twenty•tive year,. ~ It 1& ,oerta1n].y; 

;no emall senioe which tho&e who have determined the policy of th, 

'Jewish Daily Jlews have rendered, wheri they ~o eha~ed their paper~ 

_that throQgh . its influence, to a ooneiderable extent, the la,rg~r., 

number of our Russian oo•re11gion15t&, who are now a · part of thi~ 

community, have become eelt•respe9t1ng American citizens •1thou~ 
- 1 90 -
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:losing th.J con;iern.tiTe J'e,rieh principles under 11h1oh th•Y hac\ ar~' _ 
~P and Whioh h&Te deTeloped in them ideals which, brought intQ 

daily life, form a moet valuable aeeet ·to the o1t1zeneh1P ot th.- . 
oounti•y. Your paper hae moreover understood -it to inocu,1&te1 

1-nto the considerable portion ot those ot our townsmen, ,mom it. , ' 

more or lees influenoee, the tolerance tot the v1ewe ot other•~ 
both religious and political, which ie the first oondition ot good ' • citizenship, and I feel the oonviotion ie growing upon all ala•~•& 
o! the Jewish people ot this to:.m, under whatever oonditione ot 
lite they exist, that no uneurmountable dit!erenoe need exist bet-~ 
ween the Amer1oan Jew, whatever ehade or religious viewe he ·.may hol411 

' that orthodoxy ,should have respect tor those who ha-ve a more . liberal•, • 

conception ot J"ewieh law and tradition, and that the eo•cal1ed '. 

Reformed Jew should look without diada1n upon those who cont1nuei 
to strictly maintain the traditions which have come· to them trom . 
their fathers. that all oan and shoUld unite in the constructive 
work wh1oh needs to be done eo imperatively 1~ the J'ew ie to mainta111: 
his id.eale within the · body ot the .American people, of whoni he ·1• 

so rapidly becoming part and parcel I and to the weal ·ot whom he 
I 

need loyally contribute the bset that ie in him and in hi• faith, _ 

EXPreee1ng, ~therefore, the hope -~pon the turning of ,o 
momentoue a milestone 1n the ex16tence o~ your paper that 1t& 

influence for · good may oonetantly grow, and wiehing you evet r ) 

further eucceaa I I am, 

ta1thtully, 

- 19 1 -
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WORDS Of BOTH, WORDS Of LIVING GOO . 

II! 

Dr. Kaufman 
Kohler Says the 
Issue Is as Old as 
Judaism Itself 

Bridging Gap 
Would Undermine 
Conviction and 
Faith in Both 
Camps 

. REFORM DOES NOT LEAD TO CHRISTIANITY 
(Specially \\-ritten for the Silver JubileetNumber of the Jewish Daily News.) 

Messrs. Sarasohn & Son, Publishers, ' 'The Jewish Daily News. 
Gentlemen: Accept my congratulations upon your silver an- ' 

niversary. May your efforts towards the Americanization of the 
Jewish masses be crowned with still further success! 

To your question 1 herewith offer the following reply: 
Orthodoxy i:i a. term borrow_ed from the Christian Church. 

The Letter or the Spirit,:Stability or Progress? this is the issue. 
This issue is as old as Judaism itseH, the secret of whose won

. drous vitality lies in its latitude of beliefs. Like the stars in 
. heaven, Judaism always had its' centripetal and centrifugal 

forces; the one stood for the preservation of the old, the other 

(Continued on Pa~e Three.) 

- 192 -



( Continued from· Page One.) 

f,ir progress. lsrael was at all tinies divided into two camps. 
Ancient brae! had its hou~e of Joseph and its house of Judah; the 
Secuml Te1nµlc: it::.. priestly Sa<lducecs and its democratic Pha_ri
:;_ees .. _ ·The book of Koheleth indicates the influence -of Hellen
i:.;111, ai1d the book of Daniel the austerity of the Hasidim party. 

I J n Taliirndic times we find the Shammaites. and the Hillelites 
a( ,·arjance·i\·1th ◊-ne a11other on many points. and at times their 
diff er.ence~ appeared very serious, nay. even dangerous. Still, ·we 
arc. t'tild _in · tlit· Talmud that a heaYenly Yoice proclaimed both 
o~i1ii'<..pi~:.1o' he '. '·""ords of the liv.ing God." ancl both adhered to 
the ~ibl_i_car ·ma':<fo1; "Love :'·e above all truth and peace. '' "Tr.uth 
fast i.ai1d aff1rwards peace!" is the Jewish maxim. Accordingly. 
during _ i.he m~uc![e ag-e~ we see the widest possible diversity of 
up inion h~t ween the Rationalists, beginning with Saadia Gaon 
and ·c-i.ilniinating- iu .'.\lairnonides. and the Mvstics whose chief 
r·e'presei11ati\:e 'in the . latter's time was Abraham ben Da,•id of 
lJo'?cjuiere,-;. ~-lai11101iides. to give a striking instance, declared 
hini ~o be no Jew who believes that God h·as bodily qualities or 
:it tl'ibutes. sm:h as the Cahbalists ascribed to Hin11, \\;hereas 
Abraham ben DaYid. in !~is annotations to the latter's great Code 
(l-1. _ Tesl_rnbah ll I. i) says: "Greater men than he have believe<! 
in such · a t;od and arc as goci<;I Jer1s as he." 'Maimonides had 
as:-~1n1_lated the philosophy oi Aristotle as interpreted by the Mos
IL 1!1 thiukcr:-. Thus. ":II men of progress in Judaism assimilated 
the pre~·ailing ideas-the Weltanschauung-of their age and en
\ ironment. 

R_efo_rni Jtidaism is nothing else than Judaism harmonized with 
our·pv.:n Wcltanschauung. Th~ s_ame principles of evolution .and 
growth which gt1Hrn the physical world govern, also t_he world 
oi. the spirit, and rnnsequently, religion, too, is subject to the 
laws. of histori_cal growth ;<tnd development. Accordingly, we be
i1u)d ."P th~ _::\l usaic La_w. with its sacrificial mode of worship .one 
phas~ of Judai~m. iu the. Rabbinical Law, with its ceremonialism. 
another, and in Reform or Progressive Judaism, wliich aims at a 
world religion in the spirit of the prophets. another necessary 
pbasl: in the, ~le\·eiopmert.of ou, fai.th. Far from destroying- our 
ancestral -heritage. the Re.form principle has p'rond a saving 
power ior all th ose who would otherwise have become, estranged 
from our -h.01y patrimony. _Reform lays all the stress upon the 
essential,;, the 1poral .and spiritual . truth of Judaism, and looks 
forward to. the time of its becoming the uniting ·force of human
i1y • .therefore, it accentuates its world-mission,. the Messianic 
hop~ .oi Judaism. 

The great. majority of Jews brought up in .the atmosphere of 
blin9 .b..e)ief in authority, are as little .capable of grasping the prin
ciples of Reform Judaism as the average medieval.Jew could fol
low ,.the flights of though.t of a. Maimonides or lbn Gabirol. So 
t.heY- erroneously take Reform to be a stepping-stone to Chri~
tianity, while. : as a matter of fact, it is its most outspoken and 
aggre.s.si...-e antagonist. ; . . 
. . Every. attempt towards bridging over the w~de gap that exists 

between the .adherents of traditional Judaism and the Reform
ers by way.of. compromise is apt to undermine the power of cqn
\:iction and of faith in ~ither camp.-.. Instead of this, I think that 
the . leade;-s· of- both .camps should, like the pupils of Shammai 
a-nd-Hillel. foster mutual good-will and friendly feelings, recogniz
ing the spirit -of honesty and ·- sincerity that promI?ts each to act 
and to Jive. -or think, as his own heart, his religious:cons.ciousness 
prompts. -Let · the Reform •] ew· recognize that the authority of a 
hoary past ·bespeaks the highest regard for Orthodoxy, and. 
therefore. he- owes' re,erent:e to :the same as being .the mother 
that -begot and nurttued him, On the other hand. let the Ortho
dox Jew· cease condemning, maligning and cursing. Refor-m and 
Refor ··:•and become cogniz-ant of ·the fact that even according. 
1 • .1. tnirdic -view :·he ·is -a .. verifable Jew who stands.forth .in 

1 '·tfre-·-pr .. _ ~"'-· u -1:srael's L,.,.,cfl'Oth ,'istic truth''-+H.a
:.\ •~- ... .!r'ee- Abodah .Z.,rah /..flfkra J ehudi. Let us strive in com

mon, · each- in ·his • own~·way,"for truth, which is the •seal of God. 
, and, · at the same· ti1n'e, never lose sight of the divine goal, w,;ich 

:.• is peace, ever realizing ·that Eich vc ·cleh divre Elohim Hayim: 
"The ·opinions of both battlers for trnt Ii are, whei:i manfully ut
tered, words of the living God." 
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~ f ES1nfioH. nfc·oNc1UATION-.GROWINc. 

1· 

-- ~· Jlr~~f . '' s 0 ·1 ~ -m ~-~ : 
Schechter Sees 
Trend In That · 

I 
Direction· 

-i 

SCHOLARLY ·LEADERS 

' -,---

Rem,nan_t Must 
Join T oge~er Un
der Ba.nner of 
Torah 

CAN 'WELD LAITY 

I 
I 
I 

(Specially' written tor tlte Sliver Jlibll~ Nu~be~ of tile Jewlah Dally News.) I Ti1e subject chosei~ by yott, ' 'Th,7 rassibil_iti of a Reconciliation l Between Reform and Orthodoxy, is yery important ~nd worthy 
1

,- of such an occasion~ Jhe cele~ration of the Silver Jubilee of your valt1able paper. I assume that you ~o not expect me to treat the subject in any manner approach~ng _completeness. Only ,a thoroiigh study of the history of J ew1sh sec~s m the past, their aims and their ends, would enable us to g~m a full knowl~dge and a proper understanding of the move_rr~ents of m!; own ti_m~; For ''innovations" are often .mer_e repet1~1ons, and modernity itself after examining it closely, is sometimes found out to be a mer~· echo of some miscarried schism of the c]ark ages_ or even . Jn•uity. But, even to speak only of the present! it would teem to me that :a reconciliation between the two sect~o!l~ of the - 'community is by no mean~ a .simp~e, matte_r. The_ d1v1s1011 has o·one too far both in doctrme and 111 practice !o dispose of the ~1atter in an offhand way. 1: will illustrate this b?' one or two instances of recent date: Last November the Conference of America11 ·Rabbts hefd its cot'lvention in'New York: A banquet was given 'to the_ rabbis ~t ~ Christian hotel. , a~1d r many to~sts " ·ere on that solemn occasion, proposed to the sm:cess _of J~1da1sm in this countn:. This occurrence impressed one part of the com•munity as tra-gic, if not tragi-comic, whilst the othe~ part of the community perceived in it the triumph of modern!tY. over the ·1iot and pan reli~ion.'' I am certam that ,the maionty of the 

-: rabbis assembled ,tiiere in no ·wise meant to ghi'e offctise· to their brethren of .the "Bondage." They simply took it as a matter of course. -But this does not alter the fact thit the great majority . of the 'Jews not belonging to the jurisdiction of tlie Conference of American Rabbis viewed this violation of the dietary laws with sorrow. • Tp quote an instance of doctrine l will only' refer to the Ninth of Ab: On this day, ·even in this country, hundreds ~nd thousands of_.Jews gathered to their synagogues and read there the Scroll of Lamentations, following it up by ·the E,legies of the sweet singer of farael, R. Jehudah Halevi, in his mournful . strains over the destruction of the Holy Temple, the loss of Jew- · ish independence and the banishments and expulsions following it. The day after one could read a notice in the paper given out hy some leader of the opposite party, in which it was declareo that in his cong·regation no service was held, as the Ninth of Ab i:- rather considered by him as a day of rejoicing, the consumma-1 ion of I srafl':- mission commencing with the. destruction of thf Holy Temple and the termination of l~rael's natiortafit.y . . 'Any student, and even any layman, with religi9us common sense, "'can sec from these two instances to wh~H pass .mattei--., hav·e come. Such excesses could be easily avoided anq .they ·only tend to show ,that fairjiclsm ~nd lack ot _tonsid!!ratenes·s, if npt martyr<i()1n. 1s not the exclt1s1ve posses's1011 of one party. Under_ th~se conditions [ hardly see hb,v a re:Conciliation is po~sibl~-The nnly platform upon which we can meet at present seems to 1 ,~ me t_o be that of philanthropy, ~here bo~'. s.ectiops o_f the COO?- . llluni~y can wor~ whole-heartedly without dQ~ng v10Ience to their c_o1tsc1en~e. Perhaps, too, we /iay hop~ ,. that in the course ?f ; b:~~ {:wish scholars~ip~_ ill gr w Jtt> _j? di.is ~ou.?t~,. w.hich 'Y1ll ., .!-"''!;" •. ~nri,g,Jnm. Ji.JP~ ~fl~· ~~"'! ., ... rnrym~-· 
1 conceptt0i\/i. Real Jew1s le.i, ~ng has tfiw.,•> s 111 .~ressed man . with a · respect for history, wit • la regard for the past, and has ·· made him more cautious in hi~-utterances, and more conserva-· :. tive· in his j1i<lgment, a1rd st1~picious against alf . sectarian endeavor. This was achieved largely in Germany through t9e . \,Vissenschaft School, and there is no reason why it should ·not happen again· in America._. The modern American laity that is free · from fanatjcism will follow soon enough their leaders in this direction. Indeed, among the laity, the desire for reconciliation is constantly gaininfr ground, and m,any gracious acts on their 1_ part have been done to bring about unity and harmony in American Israel. It requires but a deeper understanding of the ~tqation 011 the part of the spiritual leaders to make this reconciliation effective and lasting. Attention must be directed to the community of Israel; appreciation, not to say respect and reverence. must be paid to the norm of Jewish thought and action; the high and holy purpose must be entertained to further Jewish 1111ity and to maintain the honor of the Jev,rish name, both within ourselves and before the .world; the remnant must draw nearer to .each other in mutual trust. and faith and helpfulness; then, in the progress of time. and in the providence of God, the scattered members of the whole house of Israel may once more be joined together in organized union, and stand upon their feet a mighty army under the banner _of the Torah. l\lay your vahiable paper be helpful in bring'ing about snch a result. 

.. 
... < 
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Mr. Ira Schorr 
131/7 Sanhedriah Murchevet 
Jerusalem, Israel 97707 

Dear Mr. Schorr: 

February 11, 1986 
2 Adar 5746 

Your statement that the Conservative and Reform Movements "make 
no attempt to stop or prevent intermarriage" is a perversion of 
the truth and demonstrates that you do not have the vaguest idea 
of what we are about. You form your judgments on the basis of 
the s1ander that is levelled against us. That is certainly not 
in accordance with the biblical injunction which bids us: 

I find your analogy to the Holocaust morally reprehensible. Surely 
you do not mean to suggest that these were killed for their 
sins. 

Learn something about us -- what we are, what we teach, what we 
believe. Until then, little purpose can be served by our corresponding. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander Sc hindler 
c/o Amer i cEn .Heb :r'ew Congregatmons 
Los Angeles, Gal. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I hope this letter reaches you and you will find the 

time and incline +- i on t o read it and de i gn to ans we r it. 

I have been won cl er ing , _ wnen G-- gave t 11e 'l'oran to us, 

did he give four types, one for t ue Ort ho ox, one for the 

eform, one fo r the Conservative and one 1'or tne s ec ul ar ist ~, ? 

Wha t r,muld ht: ppen if we Jews wo ul d adopt t l:ie lif e styles of 

each gener ation, what would we be today? 

Who were t ne Hasmonians? Ortnodox, Conservative, Re form 

or ecular? 

It seems to me we have not J earned a les son fa;,om-tb.e 

,ol oc c-1 r:ist. 'rhe J·ews today follow ti:le exact foo tste,1 s of t. J. :i.e 

German Jew; inter -marria ge, assimilation and conversi on. Is 

t na t what t he Reform and Conservative movema ent want? They 

make no a t t empt t o stop e--cP--'j)revent inter -marriage. 

I t s e ems the se c ularists don't beli eve in _; I , J t 
\-.Je Jew s abrogate t ne l a ws of tw.e 'l'orat1 wi thout compunction 

and with impunity. how long do yo u tnink we can g o on C: oing 

tnis 1.Ji tho ut retribution from on u i gh? 

Aga in I pr&y t his le t ter r ea ches you and you will find 

t ne~ time to answer it. 

Sinc ~rely yoursy, / 
~ ~ -----------~ 41...,4-/2. ~ 

Ira Schor r 
131/7 Sanhedriah Mure 1eve t 
Jerusalaem, Israel 977Q7 



MRS. LILLIAN PREIS \\}. 
3216 HEALY AVENUE l \, 
FAR ROCKAWAY, N.Y. 
11691 
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Mr. Arthur Guttman 
6109 Highbury Street 
Vancouver. B.C. V6N 1Z2 

Dear Arthur: 

28 Tevet 5746 
January 9, 1986 

It was thoughtful of you to forward a copy of the Vancouver 
Jewish Western Bulletin to me. the only comment I will make 
on the editorial is that it was undoubtedly based on a press 
release or comment from someone rather than on the basis of 
the totality of my comments. Be that as it may, I will not 
dignify the column with a response. 

Rhea and I, too, regret that you and Glenda were not at the 
Biennial. It was one of the best within memory. The program. 
the accommodations, the outstanding hospitality of the local 
community made for an absolutely superb few days. I hope we 
aan maintain this standard for Chicago and I do hope that you 
can be with us in 87. 

I'm glad that things are moving along nicely for you and I will 
tell Rhea that you now have a four-door car ratherntbaanthe back 
seat of a VW Rabbit, this may sway her towards another visit to 
Vancouver. 

We both join in sending you fondest regards and all good wishes 
for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



' .., 
GUTTMAN SERVICES INC. " . ~ 

., 6109 HIGHBURY ST. 

VANCOUVER, B.C. V6N 122 

TELEPHONE: [ 604] 263-7156 

December 31,1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Alex, 

Enclosed is a copy of the Vancouver Jewish Western Bulletin 
dated December 19th. There is an editorial on page 4 which 
will interest you. Attitudes surely are hard to change. The 
editor/publisher of the Bulletin is a former president of the 
orthodox congregation here and not what might be termed a 
progressive thinker when it comes to matters Judaic. The new 
Rabbi of the orthodox congregation, on the other hand, I 
understand has been most helpful and supportive (and that is 
a real change). 

Glenda and I had hoped to be able to see you in Los Angeles 
at the biennial, but could not make it and had to forego that 
pleasure and also what I have heard was an excellent program. 
Needless to say we also missed seeing so many other people of 
whom we are so fond. Hopefully we will be at the next one. 
It is also very satisfying to know that the representatives 
from the Pacific Northwest region are such talented and 
wonderful people. 

Our own congregation continues to make progress. I understand 
our former burned-out site has been sold; detailed plans for 
the new building have been almost completed; and construction 
should be starting within a matter of months. 

By the way, my own work has been developing very nicely. 
Indeed it has been a bit of a struggle but worth it. One 
result is that no longer will we have to fit you and Rhea 1n 
the back seat of the VW Rabbit as we did in Seattle .. We now 
have a four-door car and it awaits your next visit with 
anticipation. As you know, EXPO 86 is in Vancouver next 
year. Is there any chance you may be able to come to visit? 

One last thought: should it be felt that I might be able to 
be of any service to you or the movementt please do not 
hesitate to call upon me. 

Best wishes for a year of health and success to all of you at 
838, 

Ar-th•..>r- G•..>ttman 



Arthur C. Silverman, Esq. 
645 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Silverman: 

22 Tevet 5746 
Janu1ryy 3, 1986 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your 1 tter to Lou Bernstein. 

I appreciate the opennes and moderation of your rem~. I just 
want you to know that, your impressions to the contrary notwith
standing, I share them fully. 

As a case in point, you ought to know that the Atlanta Resolution 
was not introduced "as an fmpl icit criticism of the leadership of 
the UAHC. 11 Quite the contrary, it was submitted with my encouragement 
and placed before our recent Biennial with my full hearted endorsement. 

You ought to know further that I hav neverlti d strident voices against 
Orthodoxy per se. I have felt free to refu!e the reckless and unfounded 
charges that have been levelled against us by a politicized Orthodoxy 
which is interested not so much in what is being done, but in who is 
doing it. 

I enclose herewith a copy of the recent address I gave at our Biennial 
which will give you a clearer view of what I am about. Certainly you 
will see therein the full hearted endorsement I gave to the Atlanta 
Resolution. I am also confident that there are many things contained 
therein with which you will disagree, but then, at least, you will dis
agree with what I said not what others reported me as saying. 

With every good wish, I am 

Cordially, 

Alexander M~ Schindler 
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ARTHUR C. SILVERMAN 

645 FIFTH AVE N UE 

NEW YORK, N. Y . 10022 

December 23, 1985 

Rabbi Louis Bernstein 
Rabbinical Council of America 
275 Seventh Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 

I read with great interest your article in the 
December 13 issue of Philadelphia's Jewish Expo
nent. 

It generally was a very effective article 
which well summarized the case for halachah as the 
determinant of status as a Jew. The Orthodox posi
tion was set forth in a dignified manner, generally 
free of invective. 

I said "generally" because one could have done 
without the statements about Reform's alleged 
"plummeting birth rate" (untrue) and about Reform's 
"exaggerated claims to the contrary" (true). I 
think these were unnecessary jabs, irrelevant to 
the merits of the argument and, therefore, damaging 
to it. I well appreciate the intention to rebut 
some of the untruths asserted by some Reform 
leaders, but they have no monopoly on untruths or 
on confrontational tactics. Unfortunately, we 
Orthodox Jews are guilty of our own fair share of 
the same things. 

In the same issue of the Exponent, I also read 
a rather detailed article (enclosed) about what 
occurred at the meeting in Jerusalem of the Presi-

• 
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dents' Conference regarding Prime Minister Peres's 
proposal to freeze for ten years any 
action to change the Law of Return. 
Week and the JTA did not well report 
happened. 

legislative 
The Jewish 
what had 

It was a disgrace and worse that the reactions 
of the various constituents of the Conference of 
Presidents had to erupt into competing and utterly 
improper press conferences and statements. 

It is obvious that the press conference of the 
six or so Orthodox organizations came after and was 
intended as a response to the other seventeen or
ganizations which had improperly gone public first. 
Yet, as erroneous as was the holding of the prior 
conference, it was wrong beyond peradventure for 
the Orthodox press conference to have been held, 
or, if held, to have gone beyond the narrow issue 
of the jurisdict"ional impropriety of the earlier 
press conference. The Orthodox members of the 
Conference had no business at their press confer
ence taking the following public positions: (i) 
that Reform and Conservative Judaism are not en
titled to insist upon recognition and legitimacy; 
(ii) that consideration of the Law of Return should 
not be postponed because it will increase assimila
tion (this position was reported by the JTA, not 
the Exponent). 

I would respectfully suggest, Rabbi Bernstein, 
that there are many Orthodox Jews who fundamentally 
disagree with one or both of these positions. Many 
of these Orthodox Jews are members of Hadassah, the 
American Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith, and other 
national Jewish organizations which participated in 
the first press conference. I would venture to say 
that there are many, many members of the six Ortho
dox organizations -- rabbis and laymen -- who 
oppose changing the Law of Return. There are many 
Orthodox Jews in Israel who fully support Prime 
Minister Peres's position. 
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I would say somewhat similar things to Rabbis 
Schindler and Stern as well, namely, that I believe 
that there are many, many Reform Jews who do not 
agree in the slightest with what is happening and 
has happened in the Reform movement that has in
disputably led to the imminent fracture of the 
Jewish people. They, of course, deny the possibi
lity of the result, but their knowledgeable consti
tuents well know what is in store for the Jewish 
people as a result of certain positions taken by 
Reform Judaism if those positions are not soon 
changed. 

A Reform congregation in Atlanta found it 
necessary a short time ago to put before the recent 
UAHC convention a resolution implicitly critical of 
the leadership of the UAHC and reaffirming the 
commitment to K'lal Yisrael of the Reform movement. 
The resolution called "for a dialogue with mutual 
respect among all branches of Judaism", and called 
"upon the lay and rabbinic leadership of all of the 
movements in Jewish life to undertake concrete 
steps to engender a constructive approach to many 
of the issues which we as Jews confront." This 
resolution was not dissimilar to the one passed 
last May by Orthodox congregation Kehilath Jeshurun 
in New York calling upon the Orthodox Union to 
develop "positive and productive relationships 
among the different branches of Judaism" and to 
reduce "destructive tensions and polarization be
tween Jews with differing religious views", and 
noting that "cooperation among the congregational 
and rabbinic umbrella organizations of the princi
pal denominations of Judaism" are "critically ne
cessary for Klal Yisrael and the unity and survival 
of the Stateofisrael and the Jewish people." 

I think that the leadership of our national 
Jewish groups -- which includes you and Sidney 
Kwestel, Rabbi Alexander Shapiro and Franklin 
Kreutzer, and Rabbis Alexander Schindler and Jack 
Stern, as well as others -- are simply not listen
ing to their constituents or to the Jewish people 
on the subject of the importance of avoiding a 
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fracture. The leadership only listens to each 
other and responds to (or bickers with) each other. 
I would submit that the American leadership of 
religious Judaism -- all branches of it -- are 
letting the Jewish people down horribly and are 
abusing their positions of trust and leadership. 
Most Jews do not want to see the Jewish people 
split in two -- and, in that connection, they do 
not want public press conferences being held and 
confrontations occurring that will assist and en
courage such a fract•·-~. 

It is time that the public recriminations 
cease between Orthodox and Liberal Judaism. It 
would be far more useful if all branches of Judaism 
quietly took up and acted upon Rabbi Haskel 
Lookstein's suggestions set forth in his recent 
inaugural address to the New York Board of Rabbis 
(enclosed). It would be far more useful if all the 
American lay and religious leaders of the various 
branches of Judaism and of key national organiza
tions attended and constructively participated in 
the pioneering conference to be held in Princeton, 
New Jersey on March 16 and 17 and to be sponsored 
by CLAL, on the subject of "Will There Be One . 
Jewish People by the Year 2000?" at which the open
ing address will be delivered by the President of 
Israel, Chaim Herzog, and the keynote address will 
be delivered by Elie Wiesel. Both are Traditional 
Jews who weep with angry tears at the polarization 
that is about to destroy the unity of our people. 
It would be productive if Ye$hiva University, The 
Jewish Theological Seminary, and Hebrew Union 
College all took up the call for mutual diatogue 
and study which was added to the Atlanta congrega
tion's resolution referred to above and then 
adopted by the entire UAHC at the recent convention 
(enclosed) . 

These 2re the efforts that, hopefully, will 
yield productive results, not the shouting matches 
and "shtochs" that are taking place on an almost 
daily basis among the so-called "leaders" of the 
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branches of American Judaism and of other Jewish 
communal organizations. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~

- 1/ .• ✓ _.,.. . _,,.- I I 

{/·v;,:,,!,{-1,/ •.. , r :; ___ .. /. •. ~-~-

Arthur C. Silverman 
ACS/pw 

Zclosures: Exponent article, UAHC resolution, 
Lookstein speech 

: Rabbi Alexander Schindler (Exponent article, 
Lookstein speech) 

Kenneth Bialkin, Esq. (Exponent article, 
Lookstein speech) 



IHeligi<YJs isSue simmers 
JERtlSALEM - The Conference According to ' the law, a Jew is 

of Presidents"of Major American Jew- anyone born o( a Jewish mother or 

ish Organizations is a . body=-rhat lives converted to Jwdaism . Since I 977. the 

by consensus. Comprised of ~8 dif- religious partiesjn .f,srael, with the aid 

·ferent groups, the Presid~nts"' Con- of many Orthodox groups iii-the Unit- • 

--ference~ntinuaJJy_,seaJih.cs..lor ..com_c , ___ fed_ ~tat§...J1!1YJ; _b.een !rying to insert 

_mon deneminators and avoids like the the words "according to halachah" 

plague those issues it perceives as after "co_nverted to Judaism." 

divisiv.e. 

Analysis:. __ : 

Religi-ou~· :pfactice, however, is one 

of those divisive issues, and the onging 

effQJt by Israel's religious parties to 

change the Law of Ri;turn, due once 

more for Knesset debate next month, 

_ simme~ just below the surface of the 

Conference's four-day mission to the 

J~~sh state. ·.,. _ 

Occasionally, despite efforts by the 

chair to c.ul.e the matter out of order, 

it. er.up~d into heated exchanges. 

The Law of Return, adopted by the 

_Knesset on July 5, 1950 - the _46th 

,!!P,!li'versary of the death of Theodor 

Jf~rzl - provides that every Jew has 

·' t~e right to settle in the land of Israel. 

The p,roblem, of course, is "Who is a 

Jew?" • 

-

Since those cunverted to Judaism by 

the Reform, Conservative. or Re

constructionist move;,,en'ts have not 

been "'converted according to 

halachah," they- would not be con

sidered Jewish in Israel. Non-Or

thodox groups, therefore, strenuous!)'. 

oppose the change, and Conservati-ve 

rabbis have formally..,"°ted' to bar their 

pulp1ts to. any _ Knesset member wh'o 

supports it. 

The presidents of the major Ameri

can Reform and Conservative rab

binical-and congcegaiional bodies a-re 

members of' the -P.residents·Conference. 

It was only natural, therefore, that they 

would use the opportlin1ty to meet 

with. Israel's leadership to _voice their 

position on this controversial matter. 

It was equally natural that the repre

sentatives of the equivalent Orthodox 

(Continued on Page 88) 
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groups would oppostthem." 
The issue surfaced ~arTy in. the for- · 
ma] mission program. 

Prime Minister Shimon. Peres was 
the guest speaker at the opening 
breakfast and, in response to a ques
tion, declared that his Labor Party 
had not changed its opposition to the 
proposed change in fhe law. •He then 
suggested a 10-year moratoriu._m 9n 
any legislative action to change -t,hc , 
Law of Return . 

The next day at dinner, -Deputy· 
Premier and Likud leader_ Yitzhak 
Shamir was also asked : about • the
issue. Maintaining th~t he was speak~ 
ing_ to the group in his role of foreign 
minister,- Shamir dodged the ques
tion . 

The controversy erupted again lat
er that same evening during a panel , 
di~_cus·sion . on the , relationship • be
tween Israel and American _Jewry. 
Presidents Conference_ Chairman 

---

Kenneth Bialkin, of the Anti-Defa
mation League of B'nai B'rith, strove 
to defuse the issue by saying that 
since there is. no consensus on .the 
matter, and· since, in any event, the 
Presidents Conference only deals 
with the relationship between the· 
government of Israel and the -govern
ment of the . United States, the dis
cussion was out of order. 

One of the panelists, Professor 
David Hartman- of Hebrew Univer
sity, an Orthodox rabbi, and several 
questioners •insisted on rai•sing it, 
however. In· his formal presentation, 
Hartman insisted that it would. ·be 
"tragic" if the "Who is a Jew?" issue 
were to be resolved ·through Knesset 
action . 

" Do we really want an Israeli 
political so<;ietY. that limits the way 
in which Jews can approach God?" 
he asked. 
• ' When the controversy threatened 
to get somewhat boisterous during 
the question-and-answer period,, 

, Hartman rema~ked that ir·was en-, 
couraging to ~ee American Jews get 
so excited ·over ·a religious issue:' 

The con.trovers} continued1 

throughout the conference as bothL 
sides called press conferences to pres
ent their points of view. 

At the- first press conference, the 
leaders of 17 organizations..- whose 
constituencies, they said , "comprised 
the ove'rwhelming majority of tlie 
organized Jewish community" - is
sued a joint declaration opposing any . 
change· in the Law of Return· and 
supporting Peres' stance on the issue. 

"The symbolic meaning•· of the 
proposed change, said Rabbi Jack 
Stern,:presideht of the Reform move
ment's Central Conference of Ameri
can Rabbis, "is that Israel says to the 
non-Orthodox, 'We do not recognize 
the authenticity of your leaders and, 
therefore, ,of your Judaism.' Some of 
our people by now are saying, 'If I'm 
not authentic, how ·is my financial 
support authentic?' " 

"Tl'ris issue is beginning to interfere 
with our ability to maintain Israeli 
programming," added, Franklin D. 
Kreutzer, president of the Con
servative movement's Uni.fed _ Sy.n;, 
agogue of America . "We feel we have 
second-class status in lsr.ael. We can't • 
get land for our. syn{lgogues and ~ 
other facilities." 

Two hours later in the same room, • 
leaders of scvera'I American Or-· 
thodox groups issued their own 
statement a_nd held their own press 
conference . . "The ·Reform and Con-;
servative are mis1,1sing their presence, 
in Israel as part of the ·Presidc:nts 
Conference _to give the · impr,essfon 
that this is an isi,ue before the Presi
dents Conferen5-C,' ' said Rabbi Louis: 
~ernstein , president y f the Rab
binical Council of America . 

"The Reform and Conservative ar-e 
not really aski,ng for a continuarn;e 
of the stata% quo, but _ for receg- ' 
ni tion." he added. "This is closely: 
connected with. their demand f-0{ 
equal legal status with- the Orthodo11► 
in;. lsrael. rf the··· taw-·.of ,Return -is, 
changed, they know it will read them 
out.' ' 

The issue, the Orthodox spokes
man said , is far greater than the 
wording 6f the Law of Return; the 
issue is the right of the non-Orthodox 
to change the halachic. laws of 
divorce and conversion . • 

. In addition to the · representatives 
of the Reform and Conservative 
movements, leaders of the American 
-~ish Committee, ~merican Jewish 
.!ngress, B'nai B'rith· lnternati"o'nal 
• the AOL s'igned the declaration. 
• assah had earlier issued a sepa- The , Reform movement"s adoption 

ra'te statement opposing the change. of patrilineal descent, its abolition of 

Jhe groups_~ere careful, how.ev.u,.to. .. , religious divorce and its chanfi,,j" in; 
~ -e~~t~~r,e..,... ... ..J;Q,0,Vers1t>n---0£00j!"ll""- ""--,orea g ·~ - ~ 

sentmg tne t>residents Conference. "tremendous problem" of Jews who, 

"The self-serving demand of one by Orthodox standards, are not really 

group oi Jews..that> t~be recognfa.eo-: Jewisfi, the Orthodox . spokesman 

as the :.sole"interp1eter of the Jewish ' added. . - '· ,_ 

religiqn -- and specifically tftat their: There is a distinct possibil.iry;' ti; 
authority-to determine the·legitimacy s.aid; that li~.ts speci.fying,who is .and 
of conversions perf6rmed·outside Is- -,.vho rs not · a "kgsher Jew" will & " 
rail , be sp~lled out in tbe secular law compiled .in the nea'f future. -· 
of Israel, - is morally and religiously Most obse~vers here in Israel feel · 

unacceputble to us," their statement that wh.ile it might not pass the. 
said . -•. Knesset this session, the proposed 

"It is contrai:y.16, thc interests and change in the Law of Return ~11. :be 

welfare. of world Jewry. The pro- an issue here for the foreseeable 
posed cliartge in tlte Law of Return future. If tbe Presidents Conference 

will do harql", to· _the prindple of mission was any indication, ·· it ap, 

Jewish ullity and .i<:opafdize the sense pears th,at it will be an increasingly 

of solidarity t.hit.J,ip{l.s the J~wish. important issue in th~ _American Je~
people 'eyerywbere- to the - State of ish community as well. ~ David 

Israel," "it continued . Gross 

l. 



REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY 

by RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN 

at ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS 

Wednesday, December 18, 1985 - 11 :00 A.M. 

Dear Colleagues: 

I am very grateful to all of you for this opportunity to 

serve the more than 1,000 rabbis who comprise the New York Board 

of Rabbis. I feel particularly privileged to follow in this office 

many distinguished rabbis from Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 

Judaism who have served the cause of Jewish unity with distinction 

and self-sacrifice. I am particularly proud to follow directly 

my good friend and associate, Rabbi Morris Friedman, under whom 

I have been happy to work in the New York Board and in the Rabbinic 

Advisory Council of UJA-Federation here in this city. 

My election to the New York Board of Rabbis, however, means 

something even more in a personal way. It means that I am assuming 

the same position which my father, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, of 

blessed memory, occupied exactly 43 years ago i n this season of 

the year. It is not the only position of his which I am privileged 

to try to fill. I have followed him in Congregation Kehilath 

Jeshurun where he was Rabbi for 56 years, and as Pri nci pa 1 of the 

Ramaz School which he founded in 1937 and which he lead as Principal 

until his passing six years ago. 
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But in the case of the New York Board of Rabbis, there 

is an historical analogy which bears special mention. My father 

was elected in 1942 because of a crisis which developed in the 

Jewish community and which was tearing . that community apart. It 

was precisely at that time that American Jews first learned about 

the Final Solution when on November 24, 1942, the late Stephen 

S. Wise held a news conference which gave the details of Hitler's 

plan to murder all the Jews in Europe. He provided specific figures 

which told of the fact that already 2,000,000 Jews had been murdered 

in Poland and that 5,000,000 more who were under Nazi domination 

were threatened with annihilation. 

At that critical juncture in Jewish history something else 

was happening which shook the Jewish community. A group of American 

Jews who were vigorously anti-Zionist in their orientation formed 

the American Council for Judaism. Nothing would stand in their 

way, including the need to rescue the Jews of Europe and the campaign 

to open the gates of Palestine. Its declared purpose was to make 

clear that Jews were only Americans of the Hebraic persuasion and 

that they had no other national or political loyalties which would 

compromise their total Americanism. 

The regular order of procession in the New York Board of 

Jewish Ministers, as it was known then, called for the election 
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of Rabbi Hyman Schachte 1 as the next President of the Board. Rabbi 

Schachtel, a Reform Rabbi, was among the signers of the declaration 

which created the American Council for Judaism. Because of the 

divisiveness which that declaration created in the American Jewish 

community and out of regard for the larger issues of Jewish survival 

which were then so poignantly at stake, the late Rabbi Stephen 

S. Wise lead a political revolt within the New York Board of Jewish 

Ministers and introduced my father 1 s name as an alternative candidate 

for President of the Board a 1 though he was not in any way in 1 i ne 

for that post. With Rabbi Wise as my father 1 s campaign manager 

the outcome was a forgone conclusion. Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein 

was e 1 ected President by a vote of 62 to 11 , and Rabbi Schachte 1 

·and his 11 supporters resigned from the Board. 

It is therefore a special honor and privilege for me to 

serve in this position, not alone because my father served in it, 

but a 1 so because of why he was chosen - to unite the community 

and to be a symbol and an instrument of Jewish survival here and 

around the world. 

It is somewhat in the light of ' that history that I would 

like to express my major concern to you as your new President. 
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In 1985, the Jewish people does not face a threat of physical 

annihiliation like the one it faced in 1942. We do, however, 

confront another threat which is both. serious and frightening. 

I am referring to the growing polarization that exists in the 

religious community both here and in Israel. So many of us are 

unable to speak to each other civilly. Religious rightists and 

leftists throw epithets at each other. The extremism that manifests 

itself on both sides threatens to isolate Jew from Jew and to rend 

the fabric of Jewish peoplehood so that we will no longer be one 

people. 

From my own vantage point as part of centrist Orthodox 

Judaism, I am terrified at the prospect of such disunity. I believe 

fervently in the middle position. I believe in respect for varying 

opinions, which also includes respect for those who hold those 

opinions. I feel there must be a degree of moderation exercised 

by all of us in expressing our views and acting upon t~em. 

Here in the New York Board of Rabbis, as in few other places, 

there is this mutual respect and love for each other. There is 

a degree of civility in our rhetoric and tolerance in the way in 

which we express our differing positions But as I look out to 

the wider community I do not see this kind of coming together. 

On the contrary, looking at the Jewish religious community in America 
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I understand as never before the frightening words in the prayer 

of Sa' adi a Gaon which we recite at the s 'ry i chat service on the 

eve of Rosh ::::•h .
1 

/ ' d ' r/_ I J '--.J 0 
Uf_rl Q_; J, T )_f; y I J'c I 

I l 
11 I turn to the right and there is no support; to the 1 eft and there 

is no encouragement." 

On my right I fee 1 terri b 1 y a 1 one. So many of my Orthodox 

colleagues are not ready to relate to my friends in the Conservative 

and Reform rabbinate except on broad communal issues. When it 

comes to religious matters they want no part of dialogue. 

How many Orthodox co 11 eagues are members of the New York 

Board of Rabbis. And of those who are, how many are active? Not 

many! 

Last year, when Rabbi Alexander Schapiro, President of 

the Conservative Rabbinical Assembly, was invited to address the 

Rabbinical Council of America, I received a letter signed by many 

of my friends urging me to stay away from the RCA Convention as 

an act of protest. Why must I protest the presence of a Conservative 

colleague who reaches out to his Orthodox brothers in a gesture 

of peace and cooperation? 
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Not too long ago, in one community of this country, the 

.UJA . wanted to honor all of the rabbis in the community at the annual 

fund raising dinner in the hope that honoring the rabbis would 

bring out a large attendance of lay people. The leading ·orthodox 

rabbi in that corrmunity, a man of great piety and knowledge, accepted 

the invitation with two qualifications: first, that the Orthodox 

rabbis be listed separately from the other rabbis and, second, 

that there be a separate dais for the Orthodox rabbis. 

Why is such a posture necessary? Are we really afraid 

that participating together in joint ventures means giving 

endorsement to those with whom we may disagree? Nobody has asked 

us for our endorsement, nor is anyone interested in it. Individual 

communities give legitimacy to their own religious lenders. We 

of the Orthodox movement have no monopoly on granting or withholding 

legitimacy. No one has given us the right to judge the 

qualifications of others. Every Yorn Kippur we pound our breasts 

and we ask forgiveness of God for the sin of p'lilut, which means 

the sin of passing judgment on others. Oh how sinful all of us 

are in that regard - Orthodox, Conservative and Reform. We are 

all· so busy passing judgment on everybody else that we forget that 

it is only on ourselves that we have the right to pass judgment 

- indeed, the obligation to pass judgment three times a day when 

we stand before Goq in 

7 
I 

prayer - 1 'hitpallel. 
/ ') 

i -·.nf J { I '- / 
I 
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11 I turn to the right and there is no support. 11 

~ · 

But , frank 1 y '----r~"'-'_;;.0_+-/-✓ fi....%.c..,,__} __ I /c,_C-__;:;_J\/--=----:::Q.;=----rJ-) 

there i sn I t much help from the left either. One of the foremost 

leaders of the Reform movement told a New York Ti mes reporter last 

summer that there really is no purpose in intra-religious dialogue. 

We can talk about broad communal issues, he said, but when it comes 

to religious matters, "either you accept halakha or you are outside 

halakha. We have chosen to be outside." That statement, 

regrettably, mirrors the most extreme judgments and denunciations 

that come from the far right. Why must a respected leader take 

such a position which precludes meaningful discussion? 

Of course, to be honest about it, the Reform movement has 

taken a turn recently which does represent a serious break with 

halakha. The patrilineal decision of three years ago threatens 

to tear us apart as a people irretrievably, because we will no 

longer have a common ground for agreement on who is Jewish and 

who is not. The seeds for this break were planted many years ago 

but the decision to formulate the policy as a public statement 

and, if you wi 11 , a public challenge, has driven a wedge between 

the left and the right that fosters polarization, anger, resentment, 

bitterness and divisiveness. 
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The result of our not talking to each other and the actions 

which have been taken by some religious leaders in America has • ~ 

created what Rabbi Reuven Bulka calls a coming cataclysm in the 

form of an expected schism between half the Jewish people in America 

and the other half which will preclude social relationships and 

intra-marriage between one group and another. The more traditional 

group wi 11 not recognize the Jewishness of hundreds of thousands 

of the less traditional group. Moreover, because of the position 

that Reform has taken in not requiring a religious divorce prior 

to the remarriage of someone who has been civilly divorced, there 

will be very large numbers of children born in second marriages 

who will be mamzerim and therefore ineligible for marriage with 

the more traditional segments of Jewish society. 

What are we to do in response to the present rancor and 

bitterness and the coming schism which is unavoidable if steps 

to bring us together are not taken quickly? Shall we just sit 

back and let polarization run its cqurse and see our community 

hopelessly divided? I, for one, am not prepared to sit back and 

watch this happen and I do not believe that my colleagues in the 

New York Board of Rabbis are prepared to do so either. 

And so, I would like to make a proposal to you. I would 

like the new Administration of the New York Board of Rabbis to 

devote itself to placing ahavat Yisrael on the : op of our list 
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of priorities. I would like to suggest that the strident tones 

of our rhetoric be 1 owe red and that we seek to find those things 

that unite us rather than focus on the ideological differences 

which divide us. We are not going to solve our philosophical 

disputes in the near future. Perhaps we shal 1 never solve them. 

But we do have concrete problems which affect our future as a people 

and which, if allowed to continue, will lead to a tragedy for which 

none of us ought to be responsible. 

In focusing on concrete problems, I would urge my Orthodox 

colleagues to extend a hand of friendship and love to Conservative 

and Reform rabbis and not to be afraid to sit down with them in 

order to find acceptable solutions for our problems. The rabbis 

of groups with whom we differ are the recognized leaders of those 

groups and they must be approached with respect and regard, .iust 

as we want others to approach us. I submit that sha 1 om bayit _ 

peace in our collective home - is essential if we are to deal with 

critical issues. Moreover, the principle of kavod ha-briyot -

the respect for every human being - surely transcends our individual 

Torah outlook which separates us from the philosophy of others. 

With this kind of respect, regard and 1 ove for those with 

whom we reserve the right to disagree, but whose status as religious 

leaders we must accept, I would turn to my Reform and Conservative 
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colleagues and ask them to consider some concrete steps that will 

help to avert the catastroph~ which looms on the horizon. 

Specifically, I would ask for three things. 

1. A retreat from the recent public decision on the part 

of the Reform movement to recognize the chi 1 dren of a 11 

intermarriages - regardless of which spouse is Jewish - as being 

Jewish as 1 ong as the children are brought up as "Jews II and connected 

to the temple. 

2. A readiness to explore methods to convert non-Jews 

to Judaism in a way which wi 11 be accepted by the Jewish peop 1 e 

as a whole, including Orthodox Jews. I am sure that such methods 

exist. If we all have the same practical goal in mind - the survival 

of one Jewish people - and if we a 11 wi 11 respect each other's 

sensibilities, we will find and implement those methods. 

3. An agreement that every marriage between Jews which 

ends civilly must also end with the giving and receiving of a Jewish 

divorce which will be acceptable to the Jewish people as a whole. 

I recognize that my Reform colleagues, as a group, have not had 

such a requirement for some 80 years. I also recognize that this 

would entail some compromises on the make-up of the Bet Din for 

a ~ which would exclude many of my Conservative colleagues. I 

believe that these concerns, justifiable and fundamental as they 
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are, nevertheless have less importa,:ice than the tragedy which we 

· are creating by our present, uncoordinated approach. The alternative 

is the creation of hundreds of thousands of mamzerim in the coming 

decades. 

Forgive me for being so detailed in my proposals. What 

I have said is purely for the purpose of discussion, debate and 

analysis. I hope that at future meetings of the New York Board 

of Rabbis we can invite Jewish religious leaders with the broadest 

possible views who will articulate their own feelings about how 

to solve the critical problems which confront us. Perhaps we can 

create an atmosphere that will help the recognized rabbinic bodies 

of the major American groups to work out among themselves the 

necesssary solutions. Surely, it is not the task of the New York 

Board of Rabbis to find the solutions. But in this group we may 

be able to help clear the air and foster the necessary rapport. 

There is a lot of hatred out there in the Jewish world. 

It almost rivals in intensity the hatred of vicious anti-Semites 

who make no distinctions between the different branches of American 

Jews. When one of them, a clergyman no less, pronounced in Madison 

Square Garden less than two months ago that 11 God will put you in 

the ovens," he meant you and me and all of us. 



.. 
" 

.. 

-12-

The antedate to unnecessary hatred must be unconditional 

love. This must be the passion of the middle ground amorrg our 

Jewish people. It must be more powerful than the passions on the 

right and on the left, where emotional · commitment and passionate 

statements seem to develop more naturally. We must create our 

own passionate position - a position which says that we love all 

Jews, that we love Judaism, that we love the Jewish people, and 

that we are passionately committed to see that al 1 of these survive 

in the future in health, in vigor and in peace. Thank you 
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January 2, 1986 
21 Tevet 5746 

Mr. Irv Wengrow, President 
Troy Jewish Congregation 
3333 Coolldge 
Troy, Ml 48084 

Dear Mr. Wengrow: 

David Hachen was kind enough to share with me a copy of the fine letter you wrote on ''Inter-Factional In-Fighting" which was publlshed by the Detroit Jewish News. It Is a very good letter and I write to express my appreciation to you for writing as you did. 

The tone of your letter Is thoughtful ardlyou make some very Important points In regard to the term "observant." Well done! 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings, I am 

ttttSlneerely, 

Alexander M. ·sehlndler 



.,. 

' 
,:. 

,, 

lnter-F".lctional 
In-Fighting 

This madness must end. Jew arguing with Je·w, using the media as a battleground and adjectives as battleflags. First we have the now-infamous ad placed· by an Orthodox group. Then Rabbi Schindler of the UAHC responds in his adress to tbeir convention which I attended. A local Orthodox rabbi takes issue calling Rabbi Schindler an "evil racist." Last week's Op-Ed called for unity yet the same issue contained "scathing attacks on Reform and Conserative Judaism" by the Agudath lsrael of America rejectng the UAHC's K'lal Yisrael resolution that" called for "dialogue with mutual respect among all branches of Judaism." 
As Rabbi Schindler said, "What chutzpah, this! What ar- • rogance! What desecration! To presume to know just which rites and prayers are and are not acceptable to the ribono shel olam; to claim the clairvoyance to look into the soul of another human being and judge his feel-ings for God!" • Why is it th·at Lutherans, with whom we share a building, will attend our services_ yet there are some Jews who refuse. This should not be. But the schism widens. One reason, and· one I take great issue with, is the increasing use of the term "obst!rvant" as a synonym for Orthodox. I observe Judaism as a Reform Jew yet some w.ould consider me non-observ.ant by their definition. Our congregation takes great pride in our observances and our daily celebrations of our Jewish lives. No one who has been with us could possibly say we were "nonobservants." I cannot accept this term and I refuse to do so. I am an observant Jew who happens to be affiliated with the Reform movement. Observance is a rfllative term, not an absolute, ancl it is not defined by one's affiliation. 

I don't ask for the Orthodoxy's blessing, only their. recognition that different prespectives can be valid. But to hear, they must first listen and that is what I ask. Let us at least agree to disagree. Again Rabbi Schindler -" . .. the Jewish world must know this: Reform is an .adjective, -it is not a noun. The noun is .'Jew." • 
The more adjectives separate us, the quieter becomes our voice. 

Irv Wengrow President, The Troy Jewish Congrel{ation 



Hr. Alexander Gottdlener 
801 North BGNd Street 
Elizabeth, NJ ~7208 

Dear Mr. Gottdiener: 

January 2, 1986 
21 Tevet 57;6 

Thank you for your recent note and the various clippings you were kind 
enough to share. 

As you can appreciate, my schedule Is a very hectic one and I am certain 
Rabbi Shapiro is in the same situation. While it would be pleasant to 
meet with you and to chat, I really do not know what would come of such 
a get together. After all, the presidents and executive directors of the 
Orthodox, Conservative and Reform movements meet on many occasions and 
discuss a multitude of concerns. We do talk with one another and it is 
not a matter of no. dialogue between us. As a matter of fact, I will be 
taking piat in a major symposium to be held In Princeton a few months 
hence and It is expected that therewwlll also be representation from the 
Orthodox and Conservative movements. 

With appreciation 6or your continued Interest and with all good wishes, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 
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From The Desk of 

Alex Gottdiener 

Dec.27,1985 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

So many things are happening connected with 

Jewish survival that it is too much for my old 

fashioned way. 

What would you say if I would suggest that the 

3 Alexanders get together for lunch in a kosher 

place sometimes in January. 

The (big 3) are} you, Rabbi A.M.Shapiro of South 

Orange and your humble servant Gottdiener, as 

my name implicates. 

What about it? 

Cordially 

Cc. 
Rabbi sbaPrii.cit0l' l. cik-n c;;.-~ 

~ ,p 
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Conservative~ Reaffi~in' Matriffq~aifiin • 
• KIAMESHA'. LAKE, N,Y . • - Rejecting the! 

recently adopted s'tand qf the.Reform 
1

Movemefa to' 
recognize ' either • the -father or the mother inl 
establishing lines . of , _Jewish descent, ,, the . )ay1 
leadership• of the . 850 Conservative ,. Movement 
congreg'ati6ns on the North Americ1arl''Contiherit' 
overwhelmingly voted a ,najor Resolution ' affirm
ing the traditional position that ''status -~s a Jew isj 
determined only by matrilineal descen( or by c'on-: 
version according to Jewish Law. " The action took 
place at the five-day Bien~i~I "convention'1of the, 
United Synagogue · of America at · -the ·Con·cord 
Hotel, Ki~esh~ , Lake, ' N_Y:. • ' - ". . . . I . 

In adopting the Resolut~on;· the delegates were 
aligning _ themselves with . the positfon of ,the Rab-I 
binical Assembly; international organization of the! 
Rabbis of the Conservative Movement, which has' 
unequivocally opposed the " drastic· modification' 
of universally accepted Jewish law" represented in 
the Reform action. 

Compi/,d from Israel Today Wir, ond Correspondent Sour,:u 

I 

' ! 
i 

• I 
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Is Israel's Soul Imperiled? 
• \ . . 

Yes, 
·' ' 

By 
... Kahanism 
... ' .. By Thomas Smerling 

. ' ~ WASHINGTON - Is Meir Kahane >. ~erious threat to Israeli democra
• cy?' Or is he merely an ugly blemish? 
I ' ' t"'OSt Israeli analysts ·agree that the 
, d:i;ect threat posed by Mr. .Kahane's 
.~arty, Kach, is limited. Mr. Kahane's 
:P..<11_1.tis;s are simply too repugnant and 

•) 11l.6mat~1~, toe un-Is:-aeH tc ever :!t-
t'ra~t widespread support. Israel's 
tlevv legislation against incitement to 

/ ~tism may succeed in barring Kach 
-~qm f1,1ture elections altogether. 

,, . T,he real danger, such Israelis say, 
. cohi.es not from Mr. Kahane or from 
: ltl§ organization but from the extrem-
. t~t )deology he. espouses. . 
~ 'Kahanism blends ultra-nationalism 
.with fundamentalism, racism and le-

~ ~iti
1
'mized . violence . . It casts aside 

9eq1ocrat1c values m pursuit of its 
., hl_gher goals - first, annexation of 

th~. West Bank and Ga:za ("Greater 
tsr~el"), then;institution of religious 

1., . . , . 

1'---iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.---
(• •I 

• Ifs the 
• , 1 ' 

-~tip of a~ 
'J~eberg · 

• f • ' • , • ~ 

law (a "Torah state") . Its solution to 
• the Palestinian -problem is simple:' 
·,Expel the Arabs from Israel. 
" .;~ahaiiisr;, i;, greater than Kahane 
·mid it .~xtends far beyond Kach. Last 
. April, a survey by the Van Leer Foun
•.da.tlon in Jerusalem found 11 percent 
-uf,lsraeli high school students ready 

-:to . vote. for Kach, while 42 percent 
agreed with Mr. Kahane's views on 

"Arabs. Shocked, the conservative 
daily Yediot Aharonot replicated the 

. survey.- Its conclusion: "Kahanism is 
,,{;aining ground among the youth in all 
strata, all over the country, from all 
classes. It is turning into a real threat 
to. the State of Israel." 

• Kach is the tip of a right-wing ice
uerg. Ehud Sprinzak of Hebrew Uni
w1rsi ty, who has studied Israeli ex
tremist groups for 15 years, worries 
more about- Gush Emunim - the 
" Bloc of the Faithful," responsible 
for much of the settlement of the West 
BJnk-than about Kach. "The forces 

_Th~m?s Smerlirig is a fellow at the 
Amencan E~terprise Institute for 

ublic Policy Research. 

. 
which z:eject even the peace agree
ment with Egypt. are growing daily. 
They a_re well-organized and very 
determmed. They think as Kahane 
does , but they say he talks too much. 
When asked about Kahane's plan to -
expel the Arabs, they answer : 
'Things that may be done in 10 to 12 
years should not be talked about 
openly today.' " . 

. Isra~l's ultranationalist party Te
h1ya differs from Kach more in style 
than in substance. Its leader Yuval 
N 

, , 
e eman, advocates "negotiating" 

the removal of ?()(),000 Arabs from the 
territories . 

Likud 's right wing combines such 
absolutism with power. Ariel Sharon 
now Minister Without Portfolio, ha~ 
proposed overthrowing King Hussein 
and establishing a Palestinian state 
in Jordan. Like Mr. Kahclne . he iri
sists that democracy mtlst not 
be permitted to impede his brand of 
Zionism. Unlike Mr. Kahane he con
ceivably could become Prim'e Minis
ter. 
. Add to this list the religious par

ties and settler vigilantes then con
sider Israel in 1986 - a' prostrate 
economy with record-breaking 
unemployment; a relentless wave of 
indigenous terrorism ; an army still 
recovering from the Lebanese 
trauma; continuing military occu- J 

pation with its daily degradations· a 
political vacuum at the center. Su~h , 
conditions can only fuel the search 

Yes, by 
Liberal 

Jews 
By Meir Kahane 

JERUSALEM - As I review the 
year since 26,000 Israelis voted that I 
be their Knesset representative, I am 
overwhelmed, even as the polls show 
a dramatic increase in my strength, 
by the sheer magnitude of the fren
zied hatred of the liberal-intellectual 
mob. Old witch"hunters never die. 
They return in the form of Israeli and 
American Jewish liberals, news 
media people, politicians, intellectu
als,, Reform rabbis and presidents of 
Jewish organizations. 
: "Racist," "fascist," "insane," 

.were among the kinder epithets. All 
this, of course, from people who pride 
themselves on fair play and toler
ance. 

Why the eruption of such poisonous 
hate on the part of civilized types? 
Why McCarthyism in the Holy Land 
and in the United States Jewish com
munity? The answer surely lies in the 
issues that I raise and, more impor
tantly, • in the Incredible refusal of for scapegoats, strongmen and sim

ple answers. • • 1 ; . anyone to deal with them. 
Even a modest tilt to the right could 

bring to power a radicalized right~ 
wing coalltion contemptuous of 
democracy. More insidiously, the en-
tire political spectrum could be 
pulled rightward, leading to .gradual 
erosion of democratic rights. Israeli 

One : I have stated that there exists 
a clear and present danger of the . 
Arabs of Israe~ becoming a majority 
through their naturally high birth 
rate and through the democratic 
rights granted by Israel's Declara- , 
• tlon of Independence. . 

On the other hand, I have said, the • 
State of Israel was created by Jews, ·I 
Zionists, as·the Jewish hate, an-1 this · 

.;, 
' I have stated flatly that such a con .. , 

tradiction exists and that Jews must I 
choose Judaism and Zionism over '. I 
Western democracy. But is there a 1 

Jewish leader prepared tq debate thi~ 
calmly,_and rationally? No, for '':"ith 
my demand that a choice be m:-:u~ 1 

have touched upon ,a most sensitive 
nerve in the modern, Westernize-:! 
J ew who dearly wishes to b<• \'w ·, , 
there is no contradiction. Having I 
shielded himself from the trut~, m, I 

. lashes out like some wounded amm8 
• in terror . 

Two: What kind of liberal mind i'l ! 
so contemptuous of Arabs that it ca,i-
not understand t,hat no Arab£ r•::.., : 
ever happily accept living in a -::o~- ; 
try that is officially called the J~wts~ , ; 
state; whose Law of Return app!J.es W I i 
Jews only; whose national land ,~an , \ 
be rented to Jews alone; whm;e 1 .. • ' \ 
tional anthem speaks of :' i.il,:; ;;,., _,: ,; ' ~' 1; 
Jew yearning"; whose Indeper,oe,1ce 11 
oar celebrates Jewish victory and 
Arab defeat; whose very eSSt' .ce, 'u· 
down to the United Jewish Appeat, 1s 

Jewi~,h? What kind of obtuse int<.:llec·~-1, 

tual cannot understand_ that. the A_r.a'l• !j 
of what was once, m his .mi :-d • 1 ·1 

"Palestine," believes that the J~•-rs of 1, 
Israel are thieves? I \ 

And as..the s~ter of Arab natio!.'13 l.- ! 
i '>m rages into regular. attack, , :r j q 
bombs and grenades and knives t,,ice 11 
Jewish lives in the land that was ·: ,;r ' , 
posed to be free of all the suffenr i . of I i 
the exile, who among the opponent:, of , i 
"Kahanism" will answer the J t .,, 
who asks: Are we supposed to sit 'Ill' 
etly and allow our enemies w si': ,., ., :\ 
us even as they murder us an('. r· ·,:; .,, 
into a majority? What insane s<::!" ',• 
tude to "democracy" and "mo, a:it " • 
compels us to com·mit national s, ,l- ! 
cide? '. 

- ·- - -·: I 
M~ir Kahane, a rabbi , is a m,<rnb :.. ••• ' t ! 

the Kach Party in the Knesset. , , 
. civil libertarhns are already trou

bled: They note that Israel's democ
racy is· vigorou5 but vulnerablt be
cause it lacks a constitution or b:11 of 
rights. 

Moderates recognize these dangers 
and are fighting back. A broad coali
tion is C911frontj~g Kach with legal 
challenges, cm.inter-demonstrations 
and educational pr0grar.ns in the 
schools, army and media. 

can mean by definition only or:1: - -
thing: a state with a guaranteed ma
jority of Jews. Oniy this asimres Jew-

.bi 

Are these measures adequate? 
Even those directly engaged in such 
efforts fear that unless co nditions 
change, the battle against exr..:"mism 
may be lost- washed awayby .a · tide 
of frustration. 

Israel is in a state of flux . The old 
Labor consensus is dead ; former 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin's 
counter-cor.sensu ~ is gone. A new or .. 
de'r has not yet emerged. Some Is
raelis are struggling tc solidify the 
center with pragmatic solutions 
"'.'hile moving toward peace negotia
t10ns . Others are working feverishlv 
to usher in their messianic visions of 
biblical redemption. and Greater Is
rael. At stake is the soul - and per
h<tps the democracy - of the Jewish 
state. □ 

.ish sovereignty, and Jews masterv 
over their own destiny; But if th,!l is 

• so, what does one do with Western 
democracy and its axiom of majority' . 
rule? The terribly painful question for 
·the :Jewish democrats 'is: Do Arabs 
have the democratic right to become 
a majority peacefully and then peace
ftilly put an end to the Jewish sta le'? 
Is there is a basic contradiction be
tween Zionism and Western derr,ocra
cy? 

- ... , .... _ .. , __________ ___ _ 



Israel Today 
16661 Ventura Blvd. 
Encino,CA 91436 

ALEXANDER GOTrDIENER 

801 NORTH BROAD STREET 

ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208 

(201) 353-4481 

De c.26,1985 

Re: My comments on your interview with Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin 
of Stephen S.Wise Temple in L.A. 

Att. Ms.R.Zalis ·,Director of Israel Today 

Dea r Editor: 
This i s our response to your fruntpage a r ticle ''Begin: Razor Sharp and 

Alert" of your Dec.13,1985 issue: 
We both attended the Israel Bond Convention of Nov,1982 as members of the 
New Jersey delegation. We had a tremendous time until that Saturday night 
on Nov.13th when the tragic news of Aliza Begin death forced the then P.M. 
Begin to return to Israel the same night without any public appearence. 
To understand our grief and disappointment,we have to tell you that we at·· 

*hear tended for one and only reason, to see and*Menachem Begin. There was no 
other reason because there are plenty 6£ Bond Dinners in the NYC.area. 
Similarly when we got aquainted with members of the French delegation in the 
Ce ntury Plaza ind asked them an obvious question: What made you c6me all the 
way from France to attend a Bond convention in L.A. ? .Not surprisingly we 
got the same answer, to see and hear P.M.Begin. It did a lot of good to our 
morale. 

Before we get to the point, we want to mention briefly an interesting epi
sode: During the week of Nov.8,82 Mr.& Mrs.Roland E.Arnall and their friends 
invited the entire New Jersey and French delegations to a Dinner party in 
their private club. We really do not know if the Arnalls had some special 

_reason to lump together these 2 d elegations? Maybe because my wife Rose 
speaks a fairly good French, but we all had the time - of our li£e and we use 
this opportunity to thank publicly to the Arnalls and their friends for t h~J 
g zctciuus gesture. And now to the point: 
l)Rabbi Zeldin, we wish and pray that former P.M.Begin would accept your i11-
vitation, come to L.A. and finish his interrupted mission of Nov.82. 
We pledge solemnly both to come and be there.We are sure many of those i n 
attendance in 1982 would come again for a reunion. It sound~ too good to b n 
t r u e . 

2)Yes. He is supposed to speak first on Sat.night to a ·U.J.A (CJF) gatherinq 
at the Bonaventura Hotel, and on Sunday at the Israel Bond convention at tl1e 
Century Plaza. (Literatura enclosed}marked # 1 and 2) 
3)We agree and pray that Mr.Begin come back to public life. It would be no
thing short of a miracle. The existence of Israel is an every day one. 
4)Rabbi Zeldin, we see that you have great respect for the Orthodox. It i s 
only natural. Which normal human being would turn against his or her parents 
or grandparents just to please some derailed liberals. Not even communist 
Russia succeeded doing it. 
5) Judea and Samaria, liberals pr fer to call ".Occupied 
Here we are on a collision course. It will no~ happen 
It is not we who will decide this grave question. The 

West Bank" 
and must not happe n. 
people of Israel,the 
Please turn t o P 2 
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Settlers, the Hesderniks and all those people who are willing to put their 
life on the line at any moments notice, will have the last word. All what 
we can do to pray and hope that they will make the right one. 
Many realize that it was a big mistake to give back the Sinai in view of the 
Arab nature: Cross and double cross. But it was an easier decision, Sinai 
never belonged to Israel. To give back any part of Judea,Samaria or the Gol2 
would be tantamount to suicide. 

6)Kahanism: I enclose an Editorial of the N.Y.Times of 12/20/85 by Knesse ~ 
member Rabbi Meir Kahane in response to the question "Is Israel's Soul Im
periled? by the superliberal Thomas Smerling who answered "Yes,by Kahanism. 
Rabbi Kahane answered, "Yes by Liberal Jews" (Mar~ed #3) 
The Times claims to be evenhanded, but we all know their real intentions. 

You have not to agree with everything Kahane stands for, but if you are ob-
1ective, you have to admit that there is a lot of truth in wha~ he js sAv 
ing, and the support he is getting shows that his ideas are popular with a 
large segment of the people in Israel. 

Let me remind you that after W.W.II., millions of people have been exchanged 
without the slightest hitch in many parts of the world. Poles against German 
and others. Russia, the champion of the Arabs showed the way in the most 
ruthless fashion. Are 'the Arabs special ? 6 or 800,000 Sephardic Jews left 
Arab countries, leaving everything behind. Let the Arabs of Israel take thei: 
places and their properties. 

Do you know when the Arabs massacred the Jewish population of Hebron in 1928 
they have taken over their homes, and are still in possession of those homes 
until this very day. What kind of _people are we to reward murderers? 

Didn't you notice when you walk the streets of the Old City of Jerusalem, 
the most choicest real estate properties are owned either by the Catholic 
Church or the Moslems. How did they aquired those properties? Did they buy 
it legally from the Jews, or did they massacre ·first the Jewish po'pulation 
to take possession? I leave the answer to your judgment. 1 

• 

7)This is our final comment on the question of denying financial support if 
Israel amend.s the "Law of Return" If the Knesset adopts ·. the Orthodox version 
·it wouldn't be an Amendment, it would be a Restoration of an ancient Jewish 
Law about 2000 years old. 

·', 
Denying Israel financial help would hurt, but if you feel that your money 
keeps Israel going, all what we will tell you is the same what we said befor• 
to Rabbi Alexander Schindler when he voiced the same threat, quoting Queen 
Esther's · uncle Mordechai (Megiloth Esther), the Hebrew text translated is: 
He said to Queen Esther, if you will deny help from your people, Almighty 
G-d will provide help for the Jewish people from other sources. 

The sooner we realize that nobody can dictate Israel, and · 
it will backfire. They are smart e~h , find the right 
Agreed? 

Alex & se 
Cc. 

will try :Lt 

Roland E.Arnall,Agudath Israel of America,Leonard Diener,Elizabeth,N.J. 
Harold Jacobs,Pres.of Young Israel, Jewish Horizon, Jewish Press,Jewish Week 
Yechiel Kadishai, aide to Mr.Begin, Rabbi Kahane, Dr.Norman Larrim of Yeshiva 
University, Religious Zionists of America, Dr.Hillel Seidman of Algemeine 
Journal, Rabbi Alexander M.Schindler of the Reform Movement, Rabbi Alexande, 
M.Shapiro of the Conservatives, Rabbi Pinchas Teitz of the Jewish Educationa 
Center, Professor ElieWiesel of Boston University, Knesset member Rabbi E. 
Waldman of Kiryat Arba, Jose_ph Wilf, Hillsj.de, N. J., Abe. Zuck,erman, Hillside, NJ 
and I.Zeldin of L.Aftnd Rabbi E.Rackman OL Bar Ilan University. 
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Begin: 'Razor Sharp 
Los Angeles Rabbl Tells , 
Of Rare Private Meeting 

Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin foun ded Stephen S. Wise 
Temple, which has become the largest Jewish 
congregation in the West and the second la rgest in 
,he world encompassing a 11ine building complex ':J ll 

an 18-acre Los Angeles mountain-top property_ and 
serving more than 2, 500.families. Born in New York 
to an Oi-thodox, Z ionist family, he was gradi:ated 
from Brooklyn College and received his .Masters and 
Rabbinic degrees from Hebrew Union Co llege. 
Zeldin has served as president and active board 
member of many Jewish and academic organiza
tions. He and his wife, Florence, an author of 
children's books, have two sons, an attorney in 
Berkeley and a professor at Hebrew Union College 
married•to a woman Rabbi, one of the four Rabbis 
who serves his congregation. He has four grandchil
ren. Following ·are exce,pts from an exclusive 
:llterview. with Ro,salie Zalis, I_srael Today Director, 
Nationa/ ·Politics. : , , r !;• . •(,:~ ·,.; , ".· ·, o ci . , ' o 
e iS RAEL TODAY: To what do you attribut~ your 
ability to have built the world's second largest 
congregation and in so short a time? 
RABBI ZELDIN: We happen to be located at the 
Jewish crossroads of Los Angeles. The spot where 
Stephen S. Wise Temple sits is the exact center of the 
Jewish population of California and one mile from the 
center of the state 's general population. We hr.ve 
members both in the San Fernando Valley and the 
Westside. Those on the Westside, who are on the 
average 25 years olde r, generally have the fina 1 ces 
and those in the Valley, the children; so my West
siders pay for the education of my Valley people. As 
for me personally, I was born to a family ofMaskilim, 
enlightened people, and although my father was very 
Orthodox, .he was primarily a Hebraist. Befor·e he 
married my mother he gave her a crash course in 
Hebrew. Only when she could speak Hebrew, did he 
mar::y her. My two brothers and I were raised 
bilingually. Onl y later when my grandfather was 
brought over from Russia did we learn Yiddish and 
become trilingual. So I was brought up in an 
Orthodox, Zionist and Hebn~w cultural background. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

It was interesting that I was named Isaiah and of the 
three sons, I became the Rabbi. My brothers though 
were both active in synagogue life. One was a 
president of a conservative synagogue and one of a 
reform synagogue. 
•ISRAEL TODAY: You recently returned from a 
visit to Israel where you had a rare private meeting 
with former Prime Minister Menachem Begin . What 
did you talk about? ' 
RABBI ZELDIN: Essentially I invited him to con,e 
back to Los Angeles which would be good for on 
Jewish community and also important for him. Begin 
cutely asked me why, and I told him because it w;;, s 
here that his public life was interrupted when his wife, 
Aliza, died and he never gave his scheduled speech at 
an Israel Bond dinner. Begin corrected me saying, ' I 
was supposed to give two speeches." 
• ISRAEL TODAY: Is there a chance that Begin 
will come back to public life? 
RABBI ZELDIN: Yes, perhaps not to public 
political life but certainly to public social life. ms 
visit to hi~ wife 's grave on the -second anniversary of 
her death was his first foray out of the confines of hls 
home since last year. It was very difficult to arrang.e 
my visit because everyone said, " He's a recluse, he 
sees no one." It was only through sheer determimi
tion, perseverence and the help • of his closest · 
confidant, Y echeil Kadishai, that it happened. 
• JS RA.EL TODAY: How about his health, the 
reports are that he suffers fro Alzheimer' s diseas<,? 
RABBI ZELDIN: I didn 't detect it during the half
hour visit with him. Also in the room were h,s 
dauqhter and .the Minister of Transportation Chaim 
Corfu and his wife , who live in the same building and 
bring him ~ookies every Saturday night to cel:!br.at~ 
Motzei Shabbos. He did look a bit frail but he was 
qZOr oarp, as alert an individual as I've ever seen. 

For ex_aJ!1ple, I said to him, " If you come to Lol 

A.'lgcles, I' ve arranged for He0rew Union College t.o 

give ycu an honorary docwrate." And with a smile 1e 
~':'plied, " T o quote my friend Winston Churchill, ' I 
have more honorary doctorates than examination;:; I 
hav~ passed'." Now you can't tell me such a person ;'; <. 
suffering from Alzht>imers and ·if so, it must be . th(~ 
very early stages. At the end of the interview, he st0ud 
and shock my hands; he was· strong and virile. 
'1 1SRAEL TODAY: Other than a possible -trip .. .:, 
Los Angeles, wl:at matters·did you discuss with.him? 
RABBI ZELDIN:, Jewish education. In the back o; 
his mind was the Farrakhan affair but was afraid to go 
into it. 
• ISRAEL TODAY: Why? 

RABBI ZELDIN: I was afraid to impose on his time . 
Since I was granted a limited visit, I needed to use ii' 
for my mission which was to invite him to Lor: 
Angeles. He was especially interested in our temple':; 
schools which have over 2,000 children. Mrs. 2 orf-... 
asked, ·'And they're all studying Hebrew'?" Of 
course, of the 2,000, 500 are infant toddlers who don'r. 
even speak. So I did answer " yes" excusing it in m:,~ 
own rnind because, although they can't really speak, 
they say the Hamotzi befo re eating food and are 
taught Hebrew holiday songs. During the discussion, 
my gHid'! told Mr. Begin that the Israeli public still 
loves him. He responded, " How do you knew that?" 
I believe he still !'eels rejected by the Israelis 
because of Lebanon. '·You' ll have to show me they 
still love me ." continued Begin. And she replied, 
"Everybody )oves you, everybody respects you evei~ 
tl:ose who disagree with yo~l politically." I think th t 
ame. Onl, in America, they gave Begin bad p.::e~s; 

the su::,erliberals called him a " dishonest p~rson," 
they accused him of ail kinds of trickery. They fail to 
undersumd that Begin is first .:lI1 Orthcx:lox Jew and ::is 
S!.lch hi ::; word is his bond. He has an integrity ari.d 
honesty beyond what most American politicians 
have. Unfortunately, the press and superliberals - -
even the Jewish community - see him as a " heavy." 
• ISRAEL fODA Y: He certawly made greater 
concessions for peace that any other Israeli leadet< 
RABBI ZEf .D IN: True, and I don 't think the Labor 

Government could have done what he did in Sinai. 
• ISRAEL TODAY: Can the Labor Government do 
that with Jordan? 
RABBI ZELDIN: Yes, I think they can do so now, 
but I don' t know that Jordan wants to. The Israeli 
public is ready for a compromise solution if they can 
find someone to talk to but so far the Arabs have not 
been forthcoming. Part of their peace talk is of course 
a ploy to continue to receive American arms and 
assistance but I think there is the desire on the part of 
some Arabs to work out some type of politicd 
solution . The problem is that moderate Arabs who 
favor compromise with Israel are targets for assassi
nation. Unfortunately, that's the Arab mentality. 
• ISRAEL TODAY: Though you skirted the subject 
of Farrakhan with Mr. Begin, what is your assessment 
of the damage done to Black-Jewish relations? 
RABBI ZELDIN: The Black community is the only 
m~ior community in the United States where anti
Semitism is growing. That's why rabbis in Los Angeles 

• have revived Black-Jewish dialogue. Although it's 
only rumor, I heard that when Mayor Bradley went to 
Israel to try to recoup his losses within the Jewish 
community following the Farrakhan affair, Begin 
refused to see him. That's how strongly Begin felt 
about it. Sensing his strong feelings, I mailed Begin 
two articles from the L.A. Times and the Herald 

"-quick fix " people are the radicals , the bigots. 
fJ, ISRAEL TODAY: But Kahane claims he·s not a 
bi&ot, he doesn't hate Arabs but he's concerned 
t'i ey'll take over the Jewish state. What is the answer 
-~.J the problem he raises? 
RABBI ZELDIN: Farrakhan spent 10 minutes in 
T . .os Angeles denying his bigotry. Jesse Jackson says 
all the time, " Am I prejudiced, of course not?" T he 
higot is always the first to deny his bigotry. They all , 
f::ahane and Farrakhan, talk about real problems but 
t:1c answer cannot be a quick fix l:ke in Kahane's case 
: ~ evict a whole group of people. The ideal solution is 
,me that has been worked out by university academics 
; .. Is rael that has unfortunately received little publi
~ ;;y. Both I srael and Jordan would have equal leeway 
·'. ,ver the / ~rahs living in Judea and Saniaria. The 
i1rabs living there would vote - in the Jordanian 
:··arliament; the Jews for the Israeli Knesset. They 
,vould live together with each group having allegiance 
t :) its own country. Overall control over foreign affairs 
r'lu:.t be in Israel 's hands until there is peace with her 
,, rab neighbors. All othe;· subjects - taxation, 
financing and water rights - are worked outjointly . 
~'.-hat takes cate of demography. If Arabs become 
1-.-:ore numerous who cares? They vote in Jordan. And 
]srael remains a democracy. 
·HSRAEL TODAY: It sounds like a nice solution 
b t will the Arab world accept it? 
ilABBI ZELDIN: Who cares? This solution is not 
c , the backs of another people. 

.1 ISRAEL TODAY: Why hasn't this solution been 
::1ore openiy advocated? • • 
RABBI ZELDIN: Perhaps the Israelis see this as 
• r1eir wlution when they eventually talk with 1be 
,va?s and don't want th~. Arabs to shootit.down prior 
• . egotiations. 

. ., ------

t 
l RA,EL f DA : Speaking of Jesse Jackson 

• ow did you respond to his gorn;; to Geneva aJ1d 
I )leading the case of Soviet Jewry? 

RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN 

) t-" ~ABBI ZELDIN: I t "N'.ls his right to got but who 
needs him? I don't want him as spokesman for 
oppressed Jews in the Soviet Union. It was an obvious 
ploy just prior to his announcement that he 'll again 
seek the Presidency in 1988. His rainbow coalition •< 
tJ.rned out to be one color and a failure; he didn't even 
get the Chicano vote and he won't because he's 
a,1uther extremist. He cannot wiri a national elect" on 
because he is a left winger. He is against the American 
p()sition all over the world in additiog. to his positions 

Examiner stating that Stephen S. Wise Temple was 
the major protestant of the Mayor's behavior during 
Farrakhan's visit. Even after the mayor finally 
condemned Farrakhan, he did so in waffling tenns 
saying "there we~e undercurrents of anti-Semitism." 
That's not true.' There were blatant anti-Semitic 
statements there'. I'm not sure the mayor will be able 
to recoup his losses. 

• ISRAEL TODAY: Should be? 
RABBI ZELDIN: I don't know because he has been 
a good friead of the Jewish community and he is 
certainly one of the better of the blacks in Jewish 
affairs. H e understands that he committed a grievous 
blunder. I recently tock a survey<of a very large class I 
teach and 50 percent said they would not vote for 
Bradley for Governor although 75 percent had voted 
for him in the last election. His campaign will also 
suffer because some who gave him money will not do 
so again. 
•ISRAEL TODAY: How do you view the rise of 
Kahanism in Israei~ 
RABBI ZELDIN: It's a dangerous phenomenon 
because it' s the fi rst time the Jews have produced 
extremists of the rude indiscriminate nature. We've 
always had supremacists but not extremists who even 
advocate bigotry. That Kahane is attractive to high 
school students is symptomatic of what's happening 
all over the world. The black militants are the young 
blacks. The Moslem militants are the young Mos
lems. The young$ ters don't have the tolerance to 
work out solutions; t hey want the quick fi x. T he 

on the Jewish issue. 
Anyone who equates the taking and killing of 

im1ocent hostages, .a~ on the .Achillo Lauro, with the 
accidental killing of Arab women and children caused 
by a terrorist retaliation like the Tunis raid, is a bigot 
lx·cause in the first case, innocents are the targets and 
nc regrets are expressed. In Israel 's case, innocents 
wnre killed accidentally and regrets were expressed 
by Israel. And when Jackson, a Christian minister, 
CUi,'t make that distinction on morality, then he's an 
an ti-Semite. I have no problem calling Jesse Jackson 
an anti-Semite. 

• JSRAEL TODAY: Should Reform and Conserva
tive Jews stop supporting lsrael if the Orthodox 
Rabbinate continues to hold the power? 
~ 1BBI ZELDIN: Not if the Orthodox Rabbinate 
ha.s its present sway but if that control begins to 
encroach on American jewry then that' s different. 

Halfofthe Reform community and, I dare say, half 
the Conservative community will withhold its support 
of Israel - both financial and political. Israel is kept 
alive by the United States. That's why numbers of 
Jews are important. Without numbers, our influence 
on -\.merican policy dies and then Israel withers. 

I am probably the most Zionist Rabbi in the Reform 
mo~rement - certainly in Los Angeles - and if I tell 
you that if the Law of Return is amended, Israel will 
no longer get my support, you can imagine the failoff. 
No one likes to be called illegitimate and then asked 
for :support. No one likes to be call d a " mamzer," 
leas0< of all me. But I don't think it will happen because 
Israd will not cut off its nose to spite its face . 
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December 26 , 1986 
14 Tevet 5746 

The Honorable Rudolph E. Boschwltz Senator from Minnesota 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Rudy: 

Just a f., brief conments concerning your post-script on my recent letter: 

a/ I, too, MVHt concerned about the batt1 Ing between Orthodox and Refonn. The truth of the matter Is that the "rift" Isn't anywhere bear as great as It Is bruited to be. Indeed. the rift within Orthodoxy Is far more severe (we don't cut each other's beards off, do we?). 
b/ I have never added to the vitriolic rhetoric. Indeed, I have gone out of my way to stress that I do not attack Orthodoxy as such but only a politicized Orthodoxy which excludes rather than Includes. In order to help you to understand what I am about I enclose herewith a copy of my recent Biennial address (see pages 8-10). 
c/ A didactic matter: It Is not the Reformed rabbinate or Refonned Jewry but rather Refonn In both cases. We consider ourselves to be continuing the process of developant. The task Is not complete, hence the briefer d6slgnatlon. 

d/ I don't think you address more Jewish audiences than I do, unless you give more than 165 speeches during the year. That was my count for ·th the last calendar year. 

fll th wann good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



December 26, 1986 
14 Tevet 5746 

The Honorable Rudolph E. Bosehwltz Senator from Minnesota 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Rudy: 

Just a few brief comnents concerning your post-script on my recent letter: 

a/ I, too, havaet concerned about the battling between Orthodox and Refonn. The truth of the matter Is that the "rift" Isn't anywhere bear as great as lt Is bruited to be. Indeed, the rift within Ortho· doxy ls far more severe (we don't cut each other's beards off, do we?). 
b/ I have never added to the vitriolic rhetoric. Indeed, I have gone out of my way to stress that I do not attack Orthodoxy as such but only a politicized Orthodoxy which excludes rather than Includes. In order to help you to understand what I am about I enclose herewith a copy of my recent Biennial address (see pages 8-10). 
c/ A didactic matter: It Is not the Reformed rabbinate or Reformed Jewry but rather Reform In both cases. We consider ourselves to be continuing the process of developant. The task Is not complete, hence the briefer d6slgnatlon. 

d/ I don't think you address more Jewish audiences than I do, unless you give more than 165 speeches during the year. That was my count for th the last calendar year. 

qJth warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander H. Schindler 
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December 6, 1985 

The Honorable Rudolph E. Boschwitz 
Senator from Minnesota 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Rudi: 

As a member of the Board of the United Israel Appeal, I am 
aware of your efforts to gain government grants for our refugee 
absorption programs. Your help was crucial in effecting these 
allocations and I write merely to let you know how grateful 
we all are. Your support in these and so many other ways is 
profoundly appreciated. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

\ 
V 



Rabbi Stuart G. We1nb1att 
Temple Solel 
2901 Mitchellville Road 
Bowie, MD 20716 

Dear Stuart: 

December 4, 1985 

Thank you for your lengthy letter and also for sending me a copy 
of your excellent sermonJ 

Unfoutunately, there isn't much I can tell you that will help you. 
I, too, wasn't pleased with the K'lal Yisrael resolutions discussions. 
It was the most unsatisfactory of the debates on the various resolutions. 
The others were on a high level and very much to the point. This one 
wandered all over and conveyed the wrong impression. 

There are only two things that you ought to know: First of all, I 
obviously cannot control the debate on the floor of the Biennial, that 
is full and free and we have to take our chances there. Democracy will 
have its say;ra&ttof the time it works out well, at other times it does 
not work out too satisfactorily. 

Secondly, you ought to know that I do not participate in the meetings 
of the President's Message Committee, nor do I give them any kind of 
direttions other than in my initial presentation, copies of which they 
receive and with which they work. This committee is free to alter, amend, 
reject, to do, in effect, what it wishes to do. As a matter of fact, I 
don't even present them with a draft of any kind of a resolution, I 
merely present them with my address, period. I don't know, theeefore, 
what motivated them to delete the passage to which you refer in your 
letter. If you are really interested in pursuing this, you might write 
to Allan Goldman, who was chairman of our committee, and who may well 
remember precisely what transpired and why it transpired. I do vaguely rec 
recall that the committee took into account some of 1Ss discussions which 
took place on the floor on Sunday afternoon 1n preparing their revised 
version for Mondayts Plenary Session. 



Rabbi Stuart G. Weinblatt 
December 4, 1985 
Page two 

As I recall it also, this was the one resolution on which the debate 
was conducted essentially by rabbis, I really don't recall too many 
layment or laywomen participating in the discussion on this issue. It 
is quite clear, that a substantial segment of our rabbinic oonstituency 
is aggrieved by the reckless and relentless attacks on Reform by the 
radical right within Orthodoxy and they gave expression to their 
feelings in making their comments on this resolution. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

P.S. Allan Goldman can be reached at 347 Conway, Los Angeles, 
California 90024. His telephone number is 213-556-8000. 



November 26, 1985 

Stuart G. Weinblatt 
Rabbi 

Louis J. Cashdan 
Rabbi Emeritus Rabbi A 1 exander Schindler 

President, Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I just wanted to convey to you some of my concerns and frustrations 
over the consideration of the 11 K'lal Yisrael 11 resolution at the UAHC 
biennial in Los Angeles. It troubles me that the tone of discussion was 
not indicative of a spirit of reconciliation. I did not feel that the 
deliberations werecmductedw-ithasense of "ahavat Yisrael. 11 There seemed 
to be such a great fear of the possibility of making any accommodations 
and of even appearing to grant Orthodoxy any voice over our status that 
people reacted viscerally to what should have been a non-controversial 
resolution. 

I found especially appalling the fact that a rabbi stood on the 
floor of the plenary session on Sunday and quoted a statement appearing 
in the New York Times by the head of the Orthodox movement which blamed 
Reform Judaism for the divisiveness of the Jewish people. Yet the follow
ing paragraph in which the same Orthodox leader indicated that the ad to 
which you referred in the Jewish Post and Opinion was not at all reflective 
of the Orthodox world was not mentioned. As a result, the rhetoric served 
the purpose of further inflaming the discussion by conveniently leaving out 
the conciliatory statement. This was extremely unfair and provocative, 
prejudicing the nature of the entire discussion. Why did this go unchal
lenged? 

I am also most anxious to know why the final resolution merely calls 
for "dialogue with mutual respect" and calls upon .. '.' all the movements in 
Jewish life to engender a constructive approach to many of the issues 
which we as Jews confront." The wording of the original resolution which 
called for us to "promote healing and strengthen cooperation" and to 
"lessen the tensions among us, and raise the level of understanding and 
cooperation among us, 11 was deleted. Consequently, we are left with a 
resolution which basically calls for dialogue but does not see as the 
purpose of the dialogue the reduction of tensions among our people. When 
I took the floor to ask if the deletion was intentional, I was told it 
was. However, no reason for leaving out these important words was ever 

Affiliated with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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given. The final resolution is one which calls for dialogue but contains 
so many qualifying clauses that it reflects the very stresses and strains, 
so detrimental to the Jewish people that the original resolution sought to 
ease and reduce. 

Needless to say there were many very important issues that were 
considered at the biennial. While all are important, obviously some of 
the motions do not have a direct programmatic impact upon Jewish life, 
but are meant to state our position on various issues. This particular 
resolution, however, has a direct impact upon the way in which our move
ment is perceived, upon the way our leaders will conduct themselves in 
this matter, and the way in which members of reform congregations perceive 
the movement1s position, and may guide their actions and thinking. In this 
light, it is extremely troubling and disturbing to think that such a reso
lution was enacted and speaks for American Reform Judaism. Your comments 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Incidentally, I am enclosing a copy of a sermon which I delivered 
on Yorn Kippur on this issue as well as a sermon which I delivered on Rosh 
Hashanah in which I make use of the midrash about the birds and wings, 
which you tell so beautifully, (and which is faithfully attributed to you). 
With best wishes for a Happy Chanukah and much continued success in all 
your holy efforts, I am, 

Cordially yours, 

M-1£2 
Stuart G. Weinblatt 

Enclosures 
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Are We One? 

Rabbi Stuart G. Weinblatt 
Temple Solel 
September 25, 1985 
Yorn Kippur/5746 

A classical joke is told about a man, Samuel Berkowitz, who was 
alone on a desert island for a number of years. He had given up all 
hope of ever being discovered and had resigned himself to making the 
best of his situation. One day the pilot of an airplane which had 
wandered off-course spotted the man and the structures he had built, 
and a few days later, he was rescued. As Berkowitz was preparing to 
leave, a member of the rescue party asked him about the strange looking 
building he had built near his rather comfortable looking home. 

Berkowitz, who was an observant Jew, told those who were escorting 
him off the island, "That's the synagogue I built. 11 Everyone exclaimed 
how amazing and remarkable it was that he would build such a magnificent 
synagogue all by himself. Just as they were about to leave, someone 
saw another equally manificent synagogue. When asked to explain why 
he would build two synagogues on such a small island where he was the 
only inhabitant, he responded, "One is the Shul where I daven, and 
the other is the one I wouldn't be caught dead in! 11 

While this joke has been around for quite some time, unfortunately, 
it takes on an especially poignant and tragic sense of relevance today. 

Although we Jews have learned that we can never ignore the peril 
presented by prejudice and anti-semitism, and that we must remain on 
guard to thwart actions directed against Jews by non-Jews, the sad 
truth is that Jews say things about each other which can be as hateful 
as the diatribes of anti-semites. As a result, I am even more troubled 
by those actions against Jews which emanate from Jews. It is deeply 
troubling to me to look at the state of polarization and increased 
tensions between segments of the Jewish community today. 

An advertisement in last week's Jewish Post and Opinion taken 
out by a , group of Orthodox rabbis, the Agudas Harabonim, "warn~ not 
to pray in Reform or Conservative Temples." It goes on to say, "Every 
Jew must make every effort to find an Orthodox synagogue to pray in, 
and absolutely not to enter a Reform or Conservative Temple. If you 
do not have an Orthodox synagogue within walking distance then you 
should pray at home even on Rosh Hashana and Yorn Kippur. 11 

Ironically, the advertisement concluded with the words, "Wishing 
Klal Israel a Kesivah v'chasimah tovah. 11 

- "Wishing all the household 
of Israel that you may be sealed and inscribed for good life. 11 It is 
1heequivalent of someone signing a hate letter or a kidnappers' ransom 
note, or the like with the epitaph, "Have a nice day." 

For what may be the first time since World War II, a bar mitzvah 
ceremony was recently held in Krakow, Poland. Unfortunately, 13-year-old 
Eric Strom's attempt to bring some joy to a dying Jewish community was 
marred by the apparent insensitivity of all sides in the dispute between 
the rabbi of his family's congregation, Emily Korzevick and the Orthodox 
convnunity from America who insisted that she not officiate. 



Conversions performed by conservative and reform rabbis are not 
accepted by Orthodox rabbis here or in Israel. Yet liberal rabbis 
who want to perform conversion :>..:>f,'"l ':J.=,, according to Halacha are 
not allowed to use the mikveh in Baltimore and many other cities. 
Many communities, including Baltimore and Washington, have two rabbinic 
organizations - one for liberal rabbis and one for Orthodox. 

Certain corners of the Orthodox world are afraid of even having 
any contact with Reform rabbis, and place in 11 herem 11 those who do. 
They seem so caught up in their own holiness and minutiae of ritual 
that they overlook basic Jewish ethics which remind us, frc::>t' 1..::J 

:,j/ ,,:, /'~'rd 11 all of Israel is responsible for one another, 11 and of the 
importance of 11 ahavat Yisrael 11 

- love of our fellow Jews. 

The fanaticism is seen in North America as well as in Israel. 
The gap presented by intolerance is growing. 

The fanaticism and distrust can take many forms. I am reminded 
of the Hasidic rabbi who passed away. A great meal was prepared for 
him in the heavens above. Before he partook of the meal, however, 
he first asked, 11 Who wi 11 be the mashgi ach (supervisor of Kash rut) ? 11 

He was told 11 Hakadosh Baruch Hu -- The Holy One Blessed be He, will 
be the mashgiach. 11 To which the rabbi replied, 11 Well, just to be safe, 
I still think I will have just a glass of water. 11 

The litany of intolerance goes on. But it is not one-sided, and 
there is often justification for the Orthodox criticisms levelled against 
Reform Judaism. 

I have heard all too many Reform rabbis rail against Orthodoxy 
with a passionate vehemence. As a defense mechanism, their hatred 
of the Orthodox movement leads them to bitterly condemn them whenever 
possible. 

I was embarassed last year when the Ambassador of Israel was verbally 
abused, mistreated, and even booed last year by reform rabbis at the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis convention when discussing issues 
of religious pluralism in Israel and the status of the Reform movement. 
He received this disrespect not at the hands of anti-semites or non-Jews, 
but from rabbis. He told me afterwards, 11 In all my years of public 
service, I have never been treated this way." 

• I once spoke with a member of a Reform Temple in Texas while waiting 
in an airport lounge. We got around to discussing Israel, religion, 
and so on. He told me, 11 My rabbi gets so upset that he can't perform 
marriages in Israel. 11 I asked if he ever had any congregants want 
to get married there, or if anyone in Israel has ever wanted him to 
officiate. He told me, 11 No. But it makes me upset at the Orthodox 
for upsetting him. 11 I do not believe it is our job as rabbis to make 
Jews upset with other Jews. 

2 



We simply cannot go on fighting in this manner. This is not what 
Judaism is all about. Somehow we need to tone down the rhetoric on 
all sides, and reaffirm the common ground on which we stand. 

The Orthodox community is not as monolithic as some believe it 
to be. In February when I visited Israel, I went to Meah Shearim to 
purchase rimonim and a yad for our small Torah. I went to a shop where 
I had purchased some items once before, which is owned by a Hasidic 
couple. As a result of my visits, I have gotten to know the woman 
proprietor somewhat, and she knows that I am a Reform rabbi. We have 
talked about many things, including some of her experiences during 
the Holocaust. I was surprised, but moved when on my last visit she 
said to me about my work as a Reform rabbi, 11 You are doing a very impor
tant thing. It is good what you are doing. May God help you. 11 This 
was an Orthodox woman speaking - in Meah Shearim! 

Somehow, we need to develop a greater respect for each other. 
I am reminded of the question in the Talmud, 11 At what point may one 
begin to recite the morning prayers? 11 Different possibilities were 
suggested - after midnight, prior to dawn, or after dawn. The rabbis 
determined that the morning prayers should be recited "when there is 
enough light for a man to recognize his brother." What a beautiful 
insight! We cannot pray the morning prayers until we can see each 
other. Our religion is based upon the concept of caring for 
one another. We are commanded to love our fellow Jews, to have an 
appreciation for the concept of 11 Klal Yisrael , 11 the community of Israel. 
Yet where is that love today? 

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, an Orthodox rabbi who is director of the 
National Jewish Resource Center is keenly aware of the problem. In 
a recent paper entitled "Will there be one Jewish people by the Year 
2000? 11 he points out the parameters of the problem. Reform disregard 
for the Orthodox tradition in matters pertaining to conversion, patrilineal 
descent, the non-requirement for a get, and so on, may lead to a situation 
where "within two decades 15-20% of American Jewry will be socially 
and halachically separated from traditional Jews. 11 He fears 11 a cycle 
of alienation, hostility, and withdrawal that will lead to a sundering 
of the Jewish people into two religions or two social groups, fundamentally 
divided and opposed to each other. 11 

To me, this scenario is both frightening and horrifying, and one 
which we must seek to prevent. Are we, the post-Holocaust generation, 
doomed to preside over the demise of our people? 

Rabbi Harold Schulweis writing in Moment magazine describes the 
present situation, "Jewish religious leaders and Jewish religious institutions 
are de facto delegitimized; their marriages are not marriages; their conver
sions are not conversions, their divorces are not divorces, their houses 
of worship are declared off limits ... Growing in intensity, it now 
threatens to isolate important Jewish sub-communities. 11 
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The truth of the matter is that diviseness has confronted our 
people many times in the past as well. There have always been various 
ways to interpret Torah and the Way of God. In the time of the Talmud, 
the great schools of Hillel and Shammai debated and disputed every 
point of law. Yet their sons and daughters could marry each other. 
And the Talmud tells us, ~ 0 ,1 A'ilf1e. '"">~3 ,nc; ,Jic: 11 These 
and these (referring to both schools of thought) are both words of 
the living God. 11 The works of Maimonides, the great Jewish medieval 
scholar were disputed and burned by his opponents. In Europe, the 
mitnagdim and Hasidim argued fiercely. Let us not be idyllic or nostal
gically portray a false past in which there was always harmony and 
unity among our people. 

But the Talmud warns against this kind of visceral hatred. It 
tells us that Jerusalem fell, not because of the assault of the Romans, 
but because of A)J'I) _,,,,c...J'e unfounded hatred by Jews of 
each other. How sophisticated of our sages to realize that the greatest 
threat to our people is not external, but internal. In this context, 
the intensity of today's disputes is especially troubling. 

We should feel there is something special about our fellow Jews. 
We can't just discuss this notion in the abstract. We have to feel 
it, and live it. We can't proclaim 11 We Are One 11 for fundraising purposes, 
demonstrate together on behalf of Israel and Soviet Jews and then go 
back to our own self-imposed shtels of isolation. 

Our strength comes from our unity and diversity, not from our 
narrow-minded rejection of each other. As a united convnunity, we pulled 
together and rescued an ancient Jewish community through Operation 
Moses. Yet when we stand divided, as in the recent dispute over the 
necessity of t'villah for the Ethipians, we look foolish. 

I believe we need to take actions to heal the internal rift, even 
if they are painful and even if it requires compromise. There must 
be greater dialogue among the traditionalists and liberal movements. 
We start from the outset, recognizing that we cannot and will not agree 
on everything, or even on most issues, but hopefully we can come away 
with a greater understanding. We may come to realize that we are all 
seeking to fulfill our Divine Mission, that we are all struggling with 
attempting to grapple with God's demands on us and the pull of modernity, 
and finally, that we are each working desperately to perpetuate Judaism 
and the Jewish people. We fight the same battles against apathy and 
assimilation. We can strengthen each other and learn from each other. 

When I travelled to Europe and Israel this past year as part of 
the UJA Rabbinic Cabinet, rabbis from all branches of Judaism travelled 
and studied together. One of the younger Orthodox rabbis spoke very 
movingly at the end of the trip about how much he had learned from 
his Reform and Conservative colleagues. We are so busy on a national 
level with inter-faith dialogues and services - we need to undertake 
the same kind of effort with our fellow Jews. 
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Rabbi Greenberg's National Jewish Resource Center has already 
established six groups around the country to work in this format. 
In talking about the branches of Judaism, he points out that, "Each 
group is strengthened by the greater effectiveness of the other. Each 
group should be building up the other, for its own sake as well as 
for the greater good of Klal Yisrael." Reform can learn from the Orthodox 
the meaningfulness of a life devoted to Torah. The Orthodox can learn 
from Reform the imperative of universalistic teachings in Judaism and 
of the importance of social action. The conservative movement can 
conribute its attempts to grapple with maintaining tradition while 
innovating in various areas, and so on. 

It is reassuring to know that Rabbi Greenberg, an Orthodox rabbi 
writes: 

"Delegitimization of the other denominations diverts each one 
from fracing its own real issues. When the Orthodox totally deny Conser
vative and Reform, they can dismiss the women's question as something 
which has been raised by the non-Orthodox and therefore illegitimate. 
This distracts the Orthodox from facing the challenge of inequities 
in Halacha, such as in divorce, and from facing the fact that they 
have not fully incorporated 50% of the talent and religious potential 
of their community. 

"When the Conservative and Reform define their own legitimacy by 
dismissing the Orthodox, they end up defining success as breaking with 
the rigidity of the past. Thus, for example, translating prayers into 
English is mistakenly believed to solve the problem of worship. They 
fail to face the fundamental problem of prayer, of modern man 1 s difficul
ties with prayer, and of how we can pray out of power as we have prayed 
out of powerlessness. 

"To solve their internal problems, each group needs the help and 
presence of the other." 

An experiment in Denver worked extremely well for a number of 
years. The Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox rabbis all taught the 
same conversion program and certified each other~ conversions. This 
-meant that conversions performed by Reform rabbis had full legitimacy 
and standing 1n the Orthodox community! It required some give and 
take on the part of all involved. The Orthodox rabbis ceded on two 
critical points. They did not insist on the full level of kashurt 
or Sabbath observance. They did however, insist that the practices 
and their reasons be taught and encouraged, and that the individual 
converts agree to commit themselves to some level of observance of 
the dietary laws and the Sabbath. 

For Reform rabbis, it meant giving up some autonomy. For the 
Orthodox, it meant recognizing that some would practice less than desired. 
Many Orthodox would not be willing to make such a sacrifice. But I 
know many Reform rabbis, including a number on the faculty of the Hebrew 
Union College who would also oppose any attempt to impose any standards 
as being contrary to the spirit of Reform Judaism. 
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Quite simply, militant denominationalism prevents some in both 
camps from working together. 

If there is anything we can learn from the increasing polarization 
of the religious and secular communities in Israel, however, it is 
that we are on the same side - we agree that religion can and should 
play a role in the life of our people. 

At the upcoming convention of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
a resoultion will be considered which states that, 11 

••• there are stresses 
and strains within the Jewish community which threaten schisms amoung 
us, to the detriment of North America's Jewish community, and, indeed, 
world Jewry. 

11 To promote healing and strengthen cooperation, channels of communication 
must be expanded among the branches within Judaism ... 11 

The resolution reaffirms the Reform movement's commitment to K1 lal 
Y'Israel. • 

I will report back to you in November and let you know what happens 
to this resolution. But regardless of the outcome, it is incumbent 
upon us to act now, before we become too fragmented, and while we still 
are one, to heal the wounds. 
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USES AND ABUSES OF EXCUSES 

Rabbi Stuart G. Weinblatt 
Temple Solel 
September 1985 
Rosh Hashana Morning 

A story is told about a poor man in a shtetl who repeatedly tried 
unsuccessfully to meet with the wealthiest merchant in the city. Tired 
of constantly being rebuffed, one day he stood outside the man's mansion 
and made a fuss. He shouted at the top of his lungs, 11 My family is starving 
to death, yet you refuse to see me." Finally the rich man reluctantly 
came out of his home and gave the poor man some money. 11 Here are thirty 
rubles, 11 he said. 11 But I want to tell you if you had not created such 
a big fuss, I would have given you sixty rubles. 11 The beggar replied 
indignantly, 11 My dear sir. You are a merchant, and I don't tell you how 
to run your business. I am a schnorrer, so please - don't give me any 
advice on how to do mine! 11 

The merchant, like so many of us hid behind an excuse to justify 
his reluctance to give tzedekah. Many times in our lives, we use excuses 
to hide our true feelings from others, and even from ourselves, to explain 
why we do not do things we know we should. 

There are people who tell me, 11 Rabbi, I never go to synagogue. It's 
against my religion. 11 Invariably they will offer any of a series of lame 
excuses, such as - "Our children are alreadygrown 11 

- as if to imply that 
Judaism can only be appreciated by juveniles, and that they no longer 
have any responsibility to help sustain the Jewish community. Or perhaps 
someone will say, 11 ! don't come to synagogue anymore because the shul 
I grew up in .. [Fill in the blank] raised money on the holidays; didn't 
raise money on the holidays; had a rabbi I didn't like; had a rabbi I 
liked who 11 they got rid of; 11 and so on. Or perhaps someone wi 11 say, 
11 ! don't belong to a synagogue because everyone there is hypocritical. 11 

In one full swoop, they dismiss good,well-intentioned people who help 
sustain Jewish communal life. Sometimes I hear, 11 I don't have to go to 
synagogue to pray or feel Jewish. I feel Jewish in my heart. 11 I am often 
tempted to respond, 11 Nu, and what about the rest of your body? 11 I could 
go on. Just like the individual in our story, the reasons given for not 
contributing to charity are also endless. Some people reason - "Well, 
all the UJA ever asks for is money, so I 1m not giving them any. 11 

- obviously 
overlooking the many applications of these funds and the needy who depend 
on the assistance for their sustenance, and the numerous Jewish organiza
tions supported by these donations. Or some may say, 11 I don't approve 
of this or that policy of the Israeli government. 11 as their reason for 
not giving. The list of excuses is endless. But they are just that -
excuses. 

In a recent column about exercise, sports enthusiast, Sally Squires, 
cites and refutes the primary reasons people offer for not exercising. 
Among the excuses given are lack of time, boredom with exercise, and so 
on. Her point is equally applicable to any situation. We can use ration
alization to make it seem as if we have a good solid reason for not doing 
something we are not interested in doing, anyway. 
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This morning we read the potent and gripping drama of Abraham and 
Isaac. As our sages point out, when Abraham received the call from God 
to sacrifice his son, he had any of a number of options. He could have 
challenged God and argued with him. Or he could have ignored the demand, 
and just pretend he didn't hear the command. He could have continued 
to carry on his affairs as if nothing had ever happened. O·r he could 
have made an excuse of some sort. Perhaps he would have said, 11 I can't 
take my son to the mountain, because I am busy. 11 Or he could have said 
as some of us do when shirking our responsibilities to our religion, "Isaac 
can't come because he has soccer practice tomorrow." But Abraham chose 
not to hide behind any excuse or rationalization. Rather, he went forward 
and proceeded on his journey. We learn from the example of the courage 
of Abraham and Isaac the importance of making difficult choices, of coming 
to terms with ourselves and of not blaming others or lame excuses for 
our own shortcomings. 

Looking at another Biblical parable, we find that Adam tried to hide 
from God in the Garden of Eden by taking refuge behind a fig leaf. When 
asked by God about his eating the forbidden fruit, he set the precedent 
for later generations. He immediately blamed his wife. Not to be outdone, 
she in turn blamed the serpent. In this story, Adam and Eve were not 
willing to accept responsibility for their own actions and own up to what 
they had done. Significantly, God calls out to Adam, r1 '',c "Where 
are you?" The rabbis point out that God, who is omniscient and omnipresent 
obviously knew where Adam was. Rather, the point of the question was 
that Adam had to honestly come to terms with his actions and its consequences. 
The rabbis teach that the question was really addressed to all generations, 
and for all time. In many respects, life is an ongoing struggle and attempt 
to respond to the question, ~ 1•1e "Where are you?" Religion helps 
us along our way to find the ans~er. 

Yet another Biblical story offers a similar message. When Cain has 
slain his brother, Abel, God asks the seemingly naive question,J'fl/<.. Jrl iJ :>11~ 

"Where is Abel, your brother?" Cain answers somewhat feebly, 'tiJc ?i11Ll 
'.::itlc 11 Am I my brother's keeper?" Once again, an excuse is offered 

in wh'fch Cain tries to avoid honestly confronting the question God raised. 

Herein lies the problem with excuses. It prevents us from evaluating 
whether what we have done is right or wrong and whether our actions and 
ways need to be corrected. 

The High Holidays offer us the chance to confront our true selves 
and see who and what we are, to ask ourselves, "Where are We?" Are we 
our brother's keeper, and other poignant and penetrating queries into 
our psyche and conscience. Too often we are too quick to blame others 
for our circumstances and misfortunes. Yet I have seen people emerge 
from the depths of depression and adversity and make a difference in their 
life and in the life of others. 

When I visited Israel in February I met a remarkable man, Menachem 
Perlmuter, the director of agricultural research for the Negev. He is 
one of those individuals who helped to make the desert bloom and who takes 
great pride in the strides Israel has made. He spoke to the Rabbinic 
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Cabinet of the UJA late in the afternoon, at a time when we were all exhausted. 
Yet he electrified us with his enthusiasm for Israel's accomplishments. 
He concluded his address by telling us that he is one of those Jews who 
has a number on his arm, having spent time in Aushwitz. He said, "I 
have seen in my own lifetime and with my own hands the prophecy of Ezekiel 
come true, in which dry bones and the valley of the dead was brought to 
life." 

When I was working at the Religious Action Center a few years ago, 
I met a coupl~ Mr. & Mrs. Ken Nathanson who had suffered a tragic loss. 
Their 14 year old daughter had been killed by a drunk truck driver whose 
license had been revoked and reinstated a number of times. Devastated 
and overcome with grief, they wanted to channel their bitterness and anger 
into a positive outlet. Starting from nothing with absolutely no organiza
tional or grassroots support, they set out to change the country's attitudes 
and the nation's laws so that convicted drunk drivers would not be treated 
so lightly. They wanted to make it more difficult for them to regain 
their license. As a direct result of their efforts, laws in almost every 
state have been revised and chapters of MADD, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 
have sprung up throughout America. 

There are numerous other inspiring instances of people who refused 
to rely on excuses or to feel sorry for themselves. Not all of us can 
have as dramatic an impact upon others as these two examples. But the 
point is that only when we strip away the defense mechanisms we rely upon 
to prevent ourselves from honestly assessing our actions, can we help 
ourselves. A Yiddish proverb says it all - "People who can't dance say 
the musicians can't keep time." It is so easy to make excuses. 

A story is told of a youngster who longingly looked at a mountain 
and said, "If I had the wings of an angel, I would fly to the top of that 
beautiful mountain." Then after thinking a little longer he thought, 
"I do not have wings, but I do have feet and legs with which to reach 
the top." 

We should try to make the best of what we have and not be so busy 
worrying about what we don't have. Rabbi Alexander Schindler tells the 
story from the midrash that when God created the dove, the birds were troubled 
because he was created without wings. They complained to God, "We are 
awkward because we have no beaks to defend ourselves and no means of flight." 
So God gave them wings. But they came back a few days later and said, 
"We asked for something to enable us to defend ourselves and you have 
given us these wings which are so bulky and make it even more difficult 
to escape our attackers." 

God replied, "Silly birds. Those wings are heavy on your back only 
because you do not use them. But if you use them, the skies will be yours 
to command as they wi 11 carry you in flight." 

The analogy is made to our mitzvot. As Rabbi Schindler pointed out, 
they may seem to be a burden, but that is the case only if we do not use 
them. In reality they can lift us upwards towards the heavens - but only 
if we use them. At this Rosh Hashana, let us consider how we use the 
wings and tools God has given us. 
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Perhaps we do not spend as much time with our children as we know 
we should. We may claim to be so busy with our work that we don't have 
the time to spend with our spouse and family. Children are just as guilty 
- when they offer lame excuses for not cleaning their room, doing their 
homework, or extending kindness to their siblings. 

Joseph Albo writes about elements of repentance in the Medieval classic, 
Sefer he-Ikkarim, '1he elements of repentance by which a person may be 

cleansed of his iniquities and purified of his sin before God are correction 
of thought, speech and act. Correction of thought means that he should 
feel regret on account of his sins. Correction of speech signifies that 
he should confess his transgressions; while correction of act denotes 
that he should take it upon himself never again to return to his folly, 
but should do instead such acts as would indicate that the former were 
done in error and unintentionally .... 

11It is also clear ... that self-excuse prevents repentance. For if 
a man thinks that excusing himself for his sin will avail him, he will 
never regret the doing of it, nor confess his sin. Such a one is called 
a man 11 who covers his transgressions, as Solomon says: He that covereth 
his transgressions shall not prosper (Proverbs 28.13). Covering one's 
sin means to make something else responsible for one's sin ... 11 

The trait that many found most distasteful during President Nixon's 
handling of the Watergate crisis which ultimately drove him from office 
was his inability to accept responsibility for the errors of his ways. 
He reassured us with those immortal words that rank alongside the Gettysburg 
Address, 11 1 am not a crook. 11 He constantly, and to this very day blamed 
others. Recent research reveals the inadequacies of President Kennedy, 
but he will always be fondly remembered, in part for his willingness to 
accept the blame for the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba in 1961. 

Today is Yorn Hadin. The Day of Judgement. May we judge ourselves 
openly and honestly. Today is Yorn Hazikaron, the Day of Rememberance. 
May we remember to look into our souls. 

As we reflect upon our lives on this new year, as God asks of each 
of us /J'1 JC 11 Where are you? 11 may we respond to God and to ourselves 
with integritj and conviction. 



Mr. Stanton C. Selbst 
148 Ralph Avenue 
White Plains, N.Y. 10606 

Dear Mr. Selbst: 

November 26, 1985 

I appreciate your thoughtful note and the earnestness of your concern. 

We do have some divergeneeviewstews concerning tactlcw. In order to 
get anyone to reach out to someone who has maligned him it Is necessary 
to first ackno\liledge the ■alignment and to regret It. Note if you will 
what Amos did (see his Chapter 1). First he Identified himself with the 
pain of Isaac and only then did he berate Israel for lits sins. 

In any event, why should malignities go unanswered, false charges un re
futed? These violate any seeae ot Justice even beyond the tactical con
elderations which are at stake. 

With thanks and all good wishes, lmaa 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



STANTON C. SELBST 

148 RALPH A VENUE 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10606 
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Special Report: UAHC General 
Assembly 

Schindler' s War 
On Militant Orthodoxy 

By Yehuda Lev 

LOS ANGELES- Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler declared war on militant 
Jewish Orthodoxy and Los Angeles 
Mayor Tom Bradley tried to make 
peace with California's Jewish voters 
as 3,000 leaders of the Reform move
ment met last weekend in Los Angeles 
for the 58th General Assembly of the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

In an atmosphere otherwise devojd 
of conflict, Schindler, president of the 
UAHC, denounced Orthodox leaders 
who "presume to know just which rites 
and prayers are and are not acceptable 
to the Almighty." He lashed out at 
several Orthodox leaders who publi sh
ed an advertisement in American
Jewish newspapers stating that Or
thodox Jews should not attend High 
Holiday services rather than hear the 
sound of the shofar in Con ervative or 
Reform synagogues. 

Bradley, who has been at odds with 
the California Jewish leadership since 
he refused to speak out against Black 
Muslim preacher Louis Farrakhan 
before Farrakhan spoke in Los Angeles 
in September, came as close as a politi
cian ever does to admitting that he 
made a mistake in judgment. In what 
would normally have been a routine 
convention greeting from the mayor of 
a host city, Bradley used the opportuni
ty to tell the Jewish community that 
he regretted his assumption that Far
rakhan would control his ant\• 
Semitism during his Los Angeles ap
pearance . Bradley is considering run
ning for governor of California next 
year against George Deukminjian who 
narrowly defeated him in their last 
race. 

Other significant developments at 
the General Assembly included: 

• Approval by voice of a resolution 
a king all Reform congregations to 
treat with compassion the victims of 
AIDS and urging increased federal 
spending for research on the fatal 
disease; 

• Encouragement of the develop
ment of Reform day schools while con
tinuing to support public schools. The 
move toward increased support for day 
schools in the Reform movement had 
twice been defeated in earlier General 
Assemblies; 

• An announcement that the Reform 
movement has replaced the Conser
vative movement as the branch of 
American Judaism with the largest 
number of adherents; 

• A surprisingly mild resolution urg
ing an expansion of avenues of com
munication amon g· all branches of 
Judaism, which did not mention the 
problems with Orthodoxy stressed by 
Schindler ; 

• A demand that the J ewish Agen
cy allocate $20 million for Reform in
stitutions in Israe l duri ng the next 
fiscal year and a total of $88 million 
over the next five years; 

• A request that Reform congrega
tions place more stress on prayer and 
that the subject of prayer for Reform 
Jews be a major topic at the next bian
r,ual Assembly, to convene in Chicago ; 
in 1987. I 

Appearances by Abba Eban, Wolf 
Blitzer, Iorman Lear and Joel Grey. 
sparked a serite nf meetings and din-

1 

ners at which little ~.., the way of con- I 

troversy interfered with the normal 
routines of national Jewish 
assemblies. 

Jewish Agency Demand 

The two measures adopted by the 
delegates that promise to have the 
most far reaching results are those con
cerned with day schools and financial r 
demands on the Jewish Agency. Rab°Qi Alexander Schindler 

The day school issue is a recent The demands being made on the 
development within the Reform move- Jewish Agency reflect a growing 
ment, which has traditionally favored dissatisfaction within the Reform 
a strong public school system. Or- movement about the way in which 
thodoxy is the branch of Judaism most religious institutions in Israel are 
closely connected with day schools and allocated fund far in excess of those 
only when busing became an issue in granted to their Reform and Conser-
many American cities did interest in vative counterparts. Non-Orthodox 
day schools begin to rise in the non- elements in American Jewish life 
Orthodox communities. claim that the majority ;of funds rais-

In its resolution the UAHC rejected ed through the United Jewi h Appeal 
the possibility of accepting tuition tax and transferred to the Jewish Agency 
credits for its schools. It adopted a pro- come from non-Orthodox Jews who are 
gram of teacher training and the subsidizing Orthodox institutions. The 
preparation of program materials for lines have become more clearly drawn 
Reform day schools. But the stress in since some Orthodox elements in Israel 
the resolution was on support for the began urging changes in that country's 
public schools, a move deemed "Law of Return" which would effec
neces ary tn ga in thP 2-1 majority in fr:ely disqc.:.a lify non Orthodox ::on
favor of the resolution that eventual- verts from inclusion in the ranks of the 
ly resulted. Jewish people. 

The vote favoring the resolution is 
expected to enable Reform Jewish 
leaders who are members of the Jewish 
Agency's executive organs to increase 
their pressure for greater represen
tation and increased influence. 

The resolution on AIDS was brought 
to the floor by representatives of gay 
synagogues in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. It proposes that the UAHC 
appoint a panel of medical experts to 
help it determine how to deal with the 
victims of AIDS in a compassionatP 
and humane manner. Opposition to 
the resolution, which its sponsors ex
pected to be significant, melted away 
aftsr President Schindler personally 
sponsored the resolution in his opPn
ing addre::,s. therd.1y g, ing iL die i,n 
primatur of the UAHC leadership. C 

Special to PBJW 

Gracious Retirement Living in a Southern Manor 

-"-----------"-' -.... , .. '---='_-;;.., __ 

(Pictured}-Afternoon tea in the Heritage Park lobby. For cocktail time, 
residents will enjoy the intimate bar area of the recreation room. Also, 
within the apart nent building are a regal dining room; a library/chapeli 
3 Entertainme1 t parlors; a beauty/barber shop; offices of the ad
ministrator, n11 Jja l staff and full-time activities director. Lushly land
scaped recreaf Jnal courtyards open off recreation and dining rooms. 

Studio, One and Two-Bedroom Apartments 

from s975 per mo. Including 
3 Gourmet Meals Daily 

Maid/Linen Service • Chauffeured Transportation 
Planned Activities • Socials/Parties 

24-Hour Medical Support 

3 Lakes and Entry & Courtyard Fountain, 
Dock, Gazebo, Pool 

Shuffleboard 

,.;ff.•~! _,~ • ~ 
_....._.,.,:- ~ 

r-,.i~- ...::>·,.I· 

.,.;.~ 
- -- ~ -

-,~---~ 
~~ ~ ... ~-~~ ,,,, · -.r , ':'~~ ... . 

1sing and Model Centers Open 10-5 M-F; noon to 5 Sat/Sun 
14555 Sims Road • Delray Beach • (305) 496-1111 

Travel 1-95 to Atlantic Ave. (Delray Beach) west on Atlantic Ave . (past Military Trail) to Sims Road, north 100 yards on Sims to Heritage Park. 



BARBARA R . MESSNER 

8 SURREY L.A:NE 

GREAT NECK, NEW YORK I 1023 

November 6, 198r 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

Der Rabbi Schindler: 

In regard to your address in LA concerning 
the Orthodox Jewish leaders, as concerned, 
affiliated Reform Jews, we would like to 
say "right on". You said what needs to be 
said. 

Sincerely,/' / 

~1 l (j/4,-&JIUMA{A_ 
arbara and Arnold Messner 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
N.Y., N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

October 3, 1985 

In June, you were kind enough to respond to my series of columns 
on, 11 Wi ll There Be One Jewish People in the Year 2000? 11 I a pol ogi ze 
for the long delay in responding to your letter, but for the past two 
months I have been away, trying to finish a book-length manuscript, 
and there has been no time for anything else. I appreciated our meeting. 

The problem of divisiveness is a complicated one. I sense your 
own ambivalence, in that you have veered between suggesting that the 
problem is overstated and offering to sit down and work something out 
to avoid the split. Candidly, I think that 1 s too easy, to say that there 
have been divisiveness and sectarianism in the past and that there will 
be no split. Over the course of history, there have been times when 
sectarianism led to fundamental splits in the Jewish people. They have 
tended to be times when the social dynamics, including marriage and 
personal status recognition, has broken down. That is the process I 
see happening right now, and why I sounded that alarm. As you know 
from reading my past work, I am not a gevald shreyer. This split is 
coming. It will take a major effort to prevent 1t. 

You have every right to say that the Orthodox have been unyielding. 
I fully concede \hat the sweep to the right has created an atmosphere 
of hostility and of aggressiveness that makes it very difficult to have 
any sort of dialogue. Moreover, the moderates among the Orthodox are 
now terrorized, and reluctant to take any chances. 

On the other hand, I think you have to face your responsibility in 
the matter. As I indicated, the patrilineal decision makes a lot of 
sense from an internal dynamics of Reform point of view, but it certainly 
is helping to create a situation in which those who are seeking a split 
in the Orthodox are strengthened and, equally important, the social 
dynamics become worse between the movements. I do not ask you to give 
up what you feel are the basic policy needs of the community that you 
represent. What I am suggesting is that every such step should automatically 
call forth a special effort in the other area. Let it be in the form of 
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a special attempt to go meet with the others; let it be in the form of an attempt 
to upgrade standards in areas that may be not only helpful to the movement but win 
over some of the more traditional elements. Thus, for example, your task force on 
standards of observance and Jewish education, I think, are excellent examples of 
the kind of thing that should be done. They need more publicity and more input 
from Orthodox people. 

Perhaps you can help me obtain funds for a more thorough and systematic 
dialogue among the groups. It is my conviction that if we can recruit a younger 
group of scholars from all three groups and build them now, over a period of years, 
the dynamics of the Orthodox response will change down the road. There is also 
the possibility of more systematic recruitment of lay dialogue among the movements. 
Each of this needs time and attention and a willingness to participate. I would 
even suggest the possibility of some Reform matching money, so that we would then 
have to get Conservative and Orthodox kick-in as well, and share this cost. But I 
think a major infusion of time and energy in this area is absolutely necessary. 

Right now, I cannot deliver the Orthodox establishment to any serious dialogue 
that would involve give-and-take . However, we are trying to build both grassroots 
and somewhat higher level rabbinic networks that can begin to create a different 

\ dynamics and background atmosphere within Orthodoxy. I also think I can now get 
some significant lay people to participate. I can only promise you that as we 
work our way closer I will be glad to take you up on your genuine offer to sit 
down and to work at it. Let me say that we are looking for some dramatic or 
high-visibility actions that can dramatize the will to unity. One of them is 
the possibility of some public symposiums, with broad-gauged community sponsorship 
in a number of major cities, in which leading figures of each of the movements 
might appear together to explore the possibilities of dialogue and of cooperation 
as well as of growing toward each other. Perhaps when we have one of sufficient 
stature and visibility to warrant your participation, you would consider participa ing 
in such a program. Perhaps you could indicate to me who you think the counter-
parts should be for a program of that level. May I add, also, that your indication 
to me that you would sit down seriously with a group is helpful. I don't want to 
say too much because I can't yet deliver, but I believe we are making slow but 
steady progress. In the interim, I think that if you in good conscience review 
the matter, you perhaps could see your way clear to recognizing that the problem 
is serious and to make clear in a consistent way that you do not underestimate 
the problem, even if it takes two to tango and you can't do anything about it 
for the moment . 

Warmest best wishes for a good year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Irving Greenberg 

P.S. Your idea of using the Biennial platform to call for increased dialogues 
(including lay people as well), is a good one. 

IG:vjo 
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r Comments b~ AMS on Reform Bar Mitsva in Cracow §~Qe9Q9~§ 

The Bar Mitzva was an altogether beautiful idea: 
to bring a moment of joy to a dying community 
to demostrate to all the world that the evil designs of our 

enemies came to nought, that the Jewish people lives. 
Unfortunately the beauty and sanctity of this moment was marred 

by orthodox extremists who resented the fact that 
Reform Jews were the celebrants. 

Their behavior was despicable ... a chilul haschem 
shunting people from one synagogue to another 
tearing off talesim 

Don"t these people have anything better to do than to fight 
their fellow Jews. 

What a perversion of history to claim a monopoly on Polish Jewry. 
The synagogue in which this service was held was dedicated 

as a Reform Temple in 1844. 
Polish Jewry was far from monistic. 
It embraced many different kinds of Jews. 
Among the Jews who lived and were butchered in Poland 

were not just orthodox Jews, but also reform Jews and 
non-religious and even anti-Religious Jews, 
and Zionists and non Zionists and even anti-Zionists. 

I suppose I ought to understand this kind of arrogance 
and intolerance 
orthodoxy has suffered a perciptous decline over the 
past generations 
and intolerance is a sure sign of weakness 

Besides, the world as a whole has gone mad with fundamentalists 
why shouldn"t we Jews have our ayatolas 

Let the Jewish world know this: 
Reform is an adjective it is not a noun. 
The noun is Jew 
And so we are Jews 
and we will not be read out of the Jewish fold: 

not in Israel, not in Europe, 
nor anywhere else on this earth. 

1 
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Mr. Sheldon Engelmayer 
Editor 
The Jewish Week 
One Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Engelmayer: 

corrected copy 

September 24, 1985 

Congratulations to David c. Grose for his signed editorial criticizing 
the Rabbinical Council of America for stating that a non-Orthodox bar 
mitzvah "would be a betrayal of Jewish history" and for assailing the 
action of a rabbi who tore a prayer shawl from the shoulders of Rabbi 
Emily Korzenick at the bar mitzvah in Craeow. The foul deed of the 
rabbi was indeed despicable, marring the beauty and sanctity of a 
beautiful idea: to bring a moment of joy to a dying community, to 
demonstrate to all the world that the evil designs of our enemies came 
to naught, that the Jewish people lives. 

Even more serious, however, is the perversion of history of which the 
Rabbinical Council of America is guilty in claiming a monopoly on Polish 
Jewry for Orthodoxy. In fact, Polish Jewry was far from monistic. Among 
the news of Poland slaughtered by the Nazis were not only Orthodox Jews 
but also Reform Jews and non-religious Jews, Zionists and non-Zionists. 
Indeed, the Temple synagogue in which the Bar Mitzvah eventually took 
place was dedicated as a Reform synagogue in 1844, and Polish Jewish 
life was enriched by the contributions of many Reform rabbis. 

I suppose one ought to understand this kind of arrogance and intolerance. 
Orthodoxy has suffered a precipitous decline in recent generations, and 
intolerance is a sure sign of weakness. 

Let the Jewish world know tlis: Reform is an adjective, not a noun. The 
noun is Jew. And we are Jews. We will not be read out of the Jewish 
fold. not in Israel, not in Europe. nor anywhere on earth. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

be: Richard Cohen 



Mr. Sheldon Engllmayer 
Editor 
The Jewish Week 
One Park Avenue 
New York. New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Engelmayer: 

September 23, 1985 

Congratulations to David c. Gross for his signed editorial criticizing 
the Rabbinical Council of America for stating that a non-Orthodox bar 
mitzvah "would be a betrayal of Jewish history" and for assailing the 
action of a rabbi who tore a prayer shawl from the shoulders of Rabbi 
Emily Korzeniek at the bar mitzvah in Cracow. The foul deed of the 
rabbi was ind•ed despicable, marring the beauty and sanctity of a 
beautiful idea: to bring a moment of joy to a dying connnunity, to 
demonstrate to all the world that the evil designs for our enemies 
cmne to nooght, that the Jewish people lives. 

Even more serious, however, is the perversion of history of which the 
Rabbinical Council of America is guilty in claiming a monop8ly on Polish 
Jewry for Orthodoxy. In fact, Polish Jewry was far from monistic. Among 
the Jews of Poland slaughtered by the Nazis were not only Orthodox Jews 
but also Reform Jews and non-religious Jews, Zionists and non-Zionists. 
Indeed, the Temple synagogue in which the Bar Mitzvah eventually took 
place enriched by the contributions of many Reform rabbis. 

I suppose one ought to understand this kind of arrogance and intolerance. 
Orthodoxy has suffered a precipitous decline in recent generations, and 
intolerance is a sure sign of weakness. 

Let the Jewish world know this: Reform is an adjective, not a noun. The 
noun is Jew. And we are Jews. We will not be read out of the Jewish 
fold, not in Israel, not in Europe, nor anywhere on earth. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

be: Richard Cohen 



The Cracow affair: A shocking spectacle 
By DAVID C. GROSS 

The joy that young Eric Strom brought to the aging and 
ancient Jewi h community of Cracow by celebrating his bar 
mitzvah there was truly a mitzvah of the highest order. For 
35 years, there had not been a similar celebration in Cra
cow, a city that once had a vast Jewish population and 
counties synagogue and yeshivot. 

It i true, of course, that virtually all of Polish Jewry wa 
strictly Orthodox and it is under tandable that some Ortho
dox Jews and rabbis would have looked askance at the fact 
that Eric s rabbi was a Reconstructionist and a woman. 

In the scheme of thing however, did it really matter? 
The only thing that really counted was that an American 
Jewish youth was going to post-Nazi Poland to recite the 
traditional haftarah and to bring joy to a tiny group of elder-

ly Jews who would know that they and Judaism itself, had 
not been obliterated in the Holocaust. 

That is why it was shocking to read a statement issued by 
the Rabbinical Council of America, an Orthodox body 
which said that the bar mitzvah, being non-Orthodox, 
"would be a betrayal of Jewish history." 

What nonsense! And what a lack of sensitivity in these 
Days of Awe and soul-searching. 

We wonder how many of the member of the Rabbinical 
Council really agreed with their leaders statement that 
holding a non-Orthodox bar mitzvah to bring a little nachas 
to a handful of aged Jews in post-Holocaust Poland was a 
"betrayal of Jewish history. ' 

More importantly, the horrible pectacle-in full view of 
the world's media-of a rabbi tearing a prayer hawl off 
Rabbi Emily Korzenick was an unforgivable di grac , a true 
chilul Hashem . 
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.. , ~Richard Cohen Associates 
Advertising I Public Relations 

30 East 60th Street September 20, 1985 

New York, N.Y.10022 
(212) 7 58-6969 

Dear Alex, 

David Gross, former editor (now editorial consultant) of The Jewish Week, wrote 
the attached signed editorial expressing his outrage at the statement that a non-Orthodox 
bar mitzvah in Cracow would be "a betrayal of Jewish history." I'd like to send the fol
lowing letter (signed by you) to The Jewish Week: 

Congratulations to David C. Gross for his signed editorial 
criticizing the Rabbinical Council of America for stating that a 
non-Orthodox bar mitzvah "would be a betrayal of Jewish history" and 
for assailing the action of a rabbi who tore a prayer shawl from the shoulders 
of Rabbi Emily Korzenick at the bar mitzvah in Cracow. The foul deed of the 
rabbi was indeed despicable, marring the beauty and sanctity of . a beautiful idea: 
to bring a. moment of joy to a dying community, to demonstrate to all the world 
that the evil designs of our enemies came to nought, that the Jewish people lives. 

Even more serious, however, is the perversion of history of which the 
Rabbinical Council of America is guilty in claiming a monopoly on Polish 
Jewry for Orthodoxy. In fact, Polish Jewry was far from monistic. Among 
the Jews of Poland slaughtered by the Nazis were not only Orthodox Jews .. 
but also Reform Jews and non-religious Jews, Zionists and non-Zionists. •• 
Indeed, the Temple synagogue in which the Bar Mitzvah eventually took place 
was dedicated as a Reform synaogue in 1844, and Polish Jewish life was 
enriched by the contributions of many Reform rabbis. 

I suppose one ought to understand this kind of arrogance and intolerance. 
Orthodoxy has suffered a precipitous decline in recent generations, and f 
intolerance is a sure sign of weakness. 

Let the Jewish world know this: Reform is an adjective, not a noun. 
The noun is Jew. And wo we are Jews. We will not be read out of the 0 
Jewish fold, not in Israel, not in Europe, nor anwhere on earth. .ivn1 !)~1~ 4n-- ,. .,---,\''' 

I urge this ~ ;..-l'~~Wiie my guess is that The Jewish We.ek will n6 t run your 
statement that sent out last iday; they were closed Monday and Tuesday for the 
Jewish holid , and by this time th story is probably too stale for them. But a 
letter g these lines will, I thin be published. 

send it, please have a 

# ly, 

Richard Cohen 



September 17, 1985 

Mrs. Gladys G. Goldstein, President 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Boulevard 
New Rochelle, New York 10804 

Dear Gladys: 

Many thanks for sharing with me a copy of your fine letter to Rabbi 
Louis Bernstein of the Rabbinical Court:11 of America. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write to him to express the distress of the 
families of Temple Israel regarding the situation at the recent Bar 
M1tzvah in Cracow. 

There was a letter to the editor of the New York time from Rabbi 
Philip Hiat of th~ Union staff which appeared in the paper today. 
I trust you saw it. I also am pleased to enclose a statement on the 
subject which I made in response to a query from the press. 

With wann regards and every good wish to you and your dear ones for 
a healthy and happy New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 

• 



Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Boulevard • New Rochelle, NY 10804 • BEverty 5-1800 

Rabbi Louis Bernstein, President 
The Rabbinical Council of America 
275 Seventh Avenue 
New York NY ]0001 

Dear Rabbi Bernstein: 

September 13, 1985 

On behalf of our congregation, may I express to you our sense 
of outrage at the unseemly controversy your organization 
created in Krakow last Shabbat. 

In a country where millions of our fellow Jews died at the 
hands of those who made no distinction between Orthodox Jews 
and Jews who did not follow Orthodox ritual, the conflict you 
generated in the Krakow synagogue is in our opinion a · sombre 
reminder that we have learned nothing from the Holocaust. 

How unworthy we are of those who died to kindle before the eyes 
of the world a sterile divisiveness which diminishes our image 
and belittles our message of an eternal people . Those who had 
the courage to bring a Bar Mitzvah to a pitifully small and aged 
congregation should have been applauded for bearing hope to 
those beleaguered few who have somehow survived in Poland. In
stead, they - and the whole world - were spectators at a kind 
of black comedy: a futile and eventually self-defeating struggle 
which the congregation rightly saw to be an intrusive irrelevancy. 

The message of the Bar Mitzvah was rebirth and new hope. The 
message you tried to substitute was the message of Jewish dis
unity which has served us so ill in the past. 

As Jews committed to the preservation of our people and our faith, 
we should walk together in dignity and abjure the internecine 
feuds which have been the counterpoint to our tragedies over the 
centuries. 

GGG:rkz 

Sincerely yours, 

Gladys G. Goldstein 
President 



Comments b~ AMS on Reform Bar Mitsva in Cracow §~De9Q9~§ 

The Bar Mitzva was an altogether beautiful idea: 
to bring a moment of joy to a dying community 
to demostrate to all the world that the evil designs of our 

enemies came to nought, that the Jewish people lives. 
Unfortunately the beauty and sanctity of this moment was marred 

by orthodox extremists who resented the fact that 
Reform Jews were the celebrants. 

Their behavior was despicable ... a chilul haschem 
shunting people from one synagogue to another 
tearing off talesim 

Don"t these people have anything better to do than to fight 
their fellow Jews. 

What a perversion of history to claim a monopoly on Polish Jewry. 
The synagogue in which this service was held was dedicated 

as a Reform Temple in 1844. 
Polish Jewry was far from monistic. 
It embraced many different kinds of Jews. 
Among the Jews who lived and were butchered in Poland 

were not just orthodox Jews, but also reform Jews and 
non-religious and even anti-Religious Jews, 
and Zionists and non Zionists and even anti-Zionists. 

I suppose I ought to understand this kind of arrogance 
and intolerance 
orthodoxy has suffered a perciptous decline over the 
past generations 
and intolerance is a sure sign of weakness 

Besides, the world as a whole has gone mad with fundamentalists 
why shouldn't we Jews have our ayatolas 

Let the Jewish world know this: 
Reform is an adjective it is not a noun. 
The noun is Jew 
And so we are Jews 
and we will not be read out of the Jewish fold: 

not in Israel, not in Europe, 
nor anywhere else on this earth. 

1 
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• I have be- readfng your recent coluant with lntere1t. •• I always cto. • 
I refer now '"cJflca11y to your lei tmotlf which 1peak1. of~•~ lmpe,1dlng ~. • •;,;,~ 
•chlsm within J~••• and the Jawlsh peopl~ ktween the Orthodox. •!Id the · 
Ref om. , . .,....,,."-·", • • 

,, ~• 
One of the pal Ha'tlves you offer and you write and ., about the count~ 
talking h dlalogue, the need for Reform and Orthod()X Jeaders to sit 
down· and to t•l~ and toasee whet.her. tcne _CCIIIIOn_ groun~~ can!l()t t,e found. 

Surely you knew that" at virtually every step ~1ong the 'way we have ct,na 
that ba•h •• • Union of congregations and through the CCAR especla\ly. ,.. , 
AlJ of th••• •fforts have b-.n abort.Iv• and_ we_ are convinced, of course, 

' that the fault was not ours._ Ther• was a_lwayt the wll llngne11 to give ~ 
on our part but _no bending at a11 ~ t"e O_rthodox side, either_ because -~:;:. 
those who spoke to us were afraid of pressure f .rcm Jhe Orthodox. rf ght or ., 
when the representatives of the Orthodox. right were unwl I IJng to Mk• any • 
kind of comprmfs• or •ven, .for that matter, to recognJz• our Integrity•• • 
• fflOvement wlthtn Judaism. • , , • - r.. 

1 

. ·, ~ ~ .,t : 

- - "· 1. ··~ ~ •• ." -:,; J ... ' 

~onetheless, I 4o want you to know that we alway• itand ready · to enter auch • -~ 
d11cus1lon at any tlM, In any place, on any 1ubJeet. Surely you knew N 
well enough ~ to know that I• COlllftlted to reialnlng that unity which 11 
essential to our continuance as• people. 

Perhaps what I am really doing h throwing· the ball into your court. Bring 
together those people who are wllll.ng to talk, people, 1110reover, who are In 
af)osltlon . to commit the Orthodox establlshnent to a certain course and you 
wl11 ~o~ find us wanting In response. 

•. .. _-,; 

With warm regards, I am 

~; "'· ' 
·, bccl Leonard ·Fein & Eric Yoffie 

\ 
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Rabbi Irving Greenberg 
National Jewish Resource Center 
421 7th Avenue 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear Yltz: 

June 13, 1985 

t have been reading your recent columns with Interest, as I always do. 
I refer now specifically to your leitmotif which speaks of an Impending 
schism within Judaism and the Jewish people between the Orthodox and the 
Reform. 

One of the palliatives you offer and you write and go about the country 
talking Is dialogue, the ne d for R form and Orthodox leaders to sit 
down and to talk and tossee whether scme common ground cannot be found. 

Surely you know that at virtually every step long tha way we have dpne 
that bolh as a Union of congreg tlons and through the CCAR especially. 
All of th se efforts have been abortive and we are convinced, of course, 
that the fault was not ours. There wa always the willingness to give 
on our part but no bending at a11 on th Orthodox side, either because 
those who spoke to us were afraid of pressure from the Orthodox right or 
when the representatives of the Orthodox right wer unwf111ng to make any 
kind of compromise or ven, for that matter, to recognize our Integrity as 
a movement within Judaism. 

Nonetheless, I do want you to know that we always stand ready to enter such 
discussion at any tfme, In any place. on any subject. Surely you know me 
well enough: to know that I am conrnfted to retaining that unity whtch Is 
essential to our continuance as a people. 

Perhaps what I am really doing Is throwing the ball Into your court. Bring 
together those people who are willing to talk, peop1e. moreover, who are In 

af)osltlon to eormilt the Orthodox establishment to a certain course and you 
wl 11 nc,t fi n us wanting In response. 

With warm regards, lam 

Sincerely, 

bccl Leonard Fein & Eric Yoffie 
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ASSOCIATION OF REFORM ZIONIST 
OF AMERICA 

FROM: RABBI ERICH. YOFFIE 

TO: RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, RABBI DANIEL SYME 

DATE: June 3, 1985 

As I travel around the country and speak on the Law of Return, I 
often follow Irving Greenberg. Greenberg blames much of the crisis 
on us for our supposedly inadequate conversion procedures. In 
addition, however, he also says that the issue should serve as the 
basis for a serious dialogue between Reform and Orthodox Jews. In 
the absence of such a dialogue, he fears a schism in the Jewish 
people. 

Greenberg makes some of these points in a pamphlet that he has re
cently written. (See enclosed JTA article.) When Leonard Fein 
spoke to us, he expressed similar concerns. 

I think we should consider sending a small delegation to talk with 
Greenberg. Perhaps he would identify those elements in the Orthodox 
community that would be willing to engage in dialogue, and would help 
us get such a process going. 

ARZA could undertake such an initiative on its own, but I believe 
that it would be more effective if it came from the Union, with ARZA 
participation. Your comments would be appreciated. 

EHY:dg 

Enclosure 
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RABBI FEARS IRREVOCABLE SPLIT 
BETWEEN ORTHODOX, LI BERA L J eNS 

_.-... -· . 

.. . · ' 

. ~eN YORK (JTA) -- A leading Orthodox rab
binical scholar has asserted that American Jewry is 
now on a course which, within decades, "will 
lead to a sundering of the Jewish people into two 
religious or two social groups. 11 

Rabbi lrvi ng Greenberg said the two groups 
wou Id be fundamentally divided and that its adher
ents will be unwilling to marry each other. Rabbi . 
Greenberg, president of the National Jewish , , 
Resource Center (NJRC), P.resented his evaluation 
in a new publication, "Will There be One Jewish 
Peop I e by the Year 2000? 11 i ssu eel by the NJ RC • 

Gre_enberg charged that such polarization was 
strateg1ca lly, rroral ly and theologically wrong, 
and he urged the development of "a systematic 
religious dialogue to confront and avert this impe 
ing crisis. 11 

He described the dangerous issues leading to the 
th-eat as those which effect Jewish identity and p 
sonal status, citing the 'Who is a Jew Controversy" 
and the so-called patrilinear identity descent pro
pose I offered by the American Reform movement 

He estirroted that the schism, if it occurs will 
mean that by the year 2000, almost one fifth' of 
American Jews could have their status as Jews 
contested by more traditional Jews, i.e., Ortho
dox Jews. 

Greenberg blamed the 11self-centeredness 11 of 
fundamental and liberal Jews for the escalation 
of this problem. He contended that each move
~nt prefers to solv~ social and religious problems 
in ways most convenient and attractive to them-
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selves, thereby, in effect, "writing off the concerns 
of the needs of the other denominations."" He called 
that _pattern "suicide I II because each group "needs 
and helps !he presence of the others, 11 adding that "the 
strengthening of each (Jewish) grouP. is the best insur-
ance for the survival of all groups. 1 

/ 

TEENAGERS VISIT ELDERLY 
IN Q _UEENS JeNISH Y PROGRAM 

NEW YORK (JTA) -- Teenage volunteers of all 
races and religions visit homebound elderly residents 
most of them Jews, in the Little Neck-Douglaston ' 
section of Queens in a year-old program described as 
the first of its kind in the borough. 

The Intergenerational Escort program is a project 
of the Sa1TAJel Field YM-YWHA in Little Neck, a mem
ber agency of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies. 

Currently, there are 20 senior citizens between the 
ages of 60 an_d ~ enrolled in the f)rogram and 24 young 
people, r?n.ging in ag_e from 13 to 20. The project cuts 
across rel1g1ous, ethnic and cultural lines deliberately 
according to Reva T okayer, the program director. She' 
said the participants usually find they have more in 
common than they realized and that their differences 
make for more interesting relationships. 

In addition to the visits, which last from one to two 
hours, the volunteers escort the older persons on errands 
and do shopping for them when that is needed Tokay-
er said. ' 

. _Bella Schlanger, 88 looks forward to her weekly 
VISlts from two Korean ~igh school students, Stella 
Bae, 18, and Wendy Min, 16. Schlanger a widow 
lives alone in a small apartment in Little' Neck. She 
teaches the girls Yiddish phrases and songs from her 
native Austria and they tell her what high school is 

• 

. , ,.· 



Richard Cohen Associates / 30 East 60th Street / New York, NY 10022 

[212] 758-6969 

Thought this material might be 
of interest to you. Any comments 
would be most welcome. 

Richard Cohen 

~~/ 



July 23, 1985 

Rabbi A. Stanley Dreyfus 
Rabbinical Placement Commission 
21 Ea•t 40th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Stanley: 

Thank you for sending me copies of the West London Synagogue 
Review. 

I presently plan to address myself to the orthodox problem, 
taking Itz Greenberg's articles aa my point of departure. 
That's my present thinking. I *ight change my mind tomorrow. 
In any event, I appreciate ---k~- information which you so help
fully provide for me. 

Warm good wishes from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



~Y 
RABBINICAL PLACEMENT COMMISSION 
Central Conference of American Rabbis I Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion / Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

21 EAST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK, N·.Y. 10016 (212) 684-4990 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

July 22, 1985 

I am enclosing photo copies of two pages of the West London 
Synagogue Review. The first I think you will find deeply 
moving. The second is profoundly dismaying. Hugo Gryn and 
his colleagues at West London must have felt under very great 
pressure to reassure a number of uneasy congregants who were 
frightened by propaganda spewed out by certain ultra-Orthodox 
groups denying the validity of our marriages. No doubt such a 
crusade is already under way in Borough Park and Williamsburg, 
and in no great time it will be taken up by other Orthodox 
bodies. Should some notice of this be taken at the Biennial? 

With kindest regards from house to house, 

Yours sincerely, 

A~r~us 
ASD;bf 

Enc. 

Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel, New York. NY. CH,t,,IRMAN; Mr. Donald Bean, Philadelphia, PA, VICE CHAIRM,t,,N, Mr. Michael A. Bamberger , New York, NY: 
Rabbi Herbert M. Baumgard, Miami, FL; Rabbi Sidney H. Brooks, Omaha, NE; Mr. Leonard A. Cohn, San Francisco, CA; Mr . Norman Gross, New 
York, NY; Rabbi Meyer Heller, Beverly Hills, CA; Prof. Robert L. Katz, Cincinnati, OH; Prof. Leonard S. Kravitz, New York, NY; Mrs. Lillian Maltzer, 
Huntington Woods, Ml; Mr. L. Kenneth Rosell, White Plains, NY 

DIRECTOR oF PLACEMENT Rabbi A. Stanley Dreyfus D1RECTOR EMERITUS· Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern 



Mr. Alexander Q)ttdienf(er 
801 North Broad street 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 

Dear Mr. CDt:tdier.er. 

July 9, 1985 

No one is trying to avoid you, although I must confess that the 
tone of your letter borders on a kind of insolence or at least 
irrationality that does not custanarily elicit a response. 

While Ari Q)ldman did not quote me precisely, it is true that 
FefODn does not operate under the franev.ork of Halacha. we 
accord Halacha a vote but not veto, as do the Orthodox, and only 
the Orthodox. 

I~ venture to say that probably ninety percent of world Jewcy 
shares the approach of the Fefonn ~t. 

This is an approach which has been in effect for close to 200 years 
nt:M and which has retained for the Jewish people hundreds and thousands 
if not millions of loyalssouls who \«)rk for the creative continuity 
of our people, and have done exceedingly rruch to assure Jewish survival. 
It was, after all, not Orthodox Jewry that created the State of Israel 
in our tine. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ALEXANDER GOTT"DIENER 

801 NORTH BROAD STREET 

ELIZABETH. NEW JERSEY 07208 

(201l 353-44B1 

July 4th,1985 

Rabbi Alexander M.Schindler,President of 
"Union of American Hebrew Congregations" 

838 Fifth Ave 
New York,N.Y.10021 

Re: A N.Y.Times Report "Rabbinical Dialogue: 3 Branches of 
U.S.Judaism Talk of Differences" by Ari L.Goldman. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

This is a follow-up of my Open Letter of 9/4/84 I wrote to you to no avail. 
Your Assistant,Ms.Edith J.Miller responded on 11/27/84 saying that you are 
away from your office and that was the end of it. 

Well, one or more disappointments didn't make or break me. By avoiding any 
kind of response, you tried to pretend that there is no problem which is 
not the case. You probably concluded that an unknown fellow who had the 
nerve to write to a Rabbi Schindler, could be ignored without any consequen 
ces. 

Sir,I have no intention to let those burning questions being swept under 
the rug. Yes, we both have plenty of problems. Reading an account of the 
captioned subject on 7/2/85, I can see problems are popping up in ever in
creasing numbers. 

Presently I will confine myself to only one Statement you made and I quote: 
"We have chosen to be outside (the Halacha)Unquote. 
I really do not know your background or if you ever attended a Yeshivah? 
But it is irrelevant. Still I assume that your Parents and their Parents 
were orthodox Jews, as were the Parents and Grandparents of most of your 
Congregants. 

Now, in such times when our people has million problems,and our last hope 
*with Israel is surrounded*the deadliest enemies,instead of trying to be helpful 

and heal wounds, what did you try to accomlish with your inflammatory State 
ment? 

Do you want to extricate yourself from your own Parents,deny them the res
pect every human being is obligated to adhere to? And the same time stee
ring masses of Reform Jews to follow suit, thus violating a cardinal aspect 
of the "Ten Commandmants" Kibud Av V'em" Honor thy Father andthy Mother. 

Anybody who ever studied Judaism must know the · meaning of "Halacha" Our 
whole Torah, the Talmud are based on it. Are you denying our Sages, the 
Tanaim and the Amoraim, the basics of our Laws? Do you wish to become an 
outlaw and drag masses of others with you? Or are you bent to carry out 
the work and give a helping hand to the Missionaries? No, I cannot believe 
it. There is something very wrong I am unable to fathom. 

Or are your followers so ignorant or brainwashed that they follow you blind 
folded? 
Sir, I would like to believe that our decent G-d fearing Jewish community 
will recover from their shock and get organized to ~ an1 e an~ undo 
your un-G-dly attempt to destroy us. Please turn to page 2. 



ALEXANDER GOTTDIENER 

801 NORTH BROAD STREET 

ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208 

( 201 > 3!53-44B 1 

Letter to Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
I-age 2 9/4/84 

Like Mordechai, it is obvious to say, if you will deny help from Israel, 
Almighty will provide it from other sources.I rather not continue the 
subject further for my own reasons. 
6)Many of the Liberal circles, and I do not know if you belong to the 
same group, are turning against Yresident Reagan because of his proChurch 
actions,School prayers,anti abortion etc arguing that Church and ~tate 
are separated. 
How come that the same groups vis-a-vis Israel are taking just the op
posite stand, demanding and interferring in a very critical and grave 
major religiour issue which may become a matter of life or death for our 
people. 

7) I will use an everyday custom to illustrate my point: 1v10st of the U. J .A. 
or Israel Bond and similar affairs are serviced by an orthodox kosher 
caterer to make it possible to attend by any and all. It is a proven 
system and it works. Nobody ever objected to it. Well, we have many valid 
reasons to keep Israel orthodox kosher when our spiritual life and the 
future of our people is at stake. 
I am afraid I overstepped the limits as far as space goes. 
Next time I have a few questions to Mr.Theodore Mann,head of American 
Jewish Congress. 
It is a must that the heads of the J religious branches get together and 
iron out a solution. We simply cannot afford to start a war. 
A happy and a healthy New Year to all. 

Cc. 
Agudath Israel of America 
Jewish Horizon 
Jewish Week 
Israel Today 
Rabbi }inchas Teitz of Elizabeth,N.J. 
Commentary. 

Wi~therly greetings 

Alex Gottdiener 
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abbim·ca1 pia.Jogue:·3 ~rMlche~ of .U.S. Judaism Talk of Differ~nces 
By ARI L. GOLDMAN 

American rabbis, deeply divided on 
such basic issues as bow to define Jew-. 
ish lineage and whether to ordain 
women, are beginning to discuss theo
logical differences together on a na
tional level for the first time in dee-
• ades. • 

One major effort to initi-
News ate these discussions took 

Analysis place in Minneapolis last 
week when the head of the 
Conservative rabbinate 

addressed more than 400 Reform ·rab
bis at the e.nnual meeting of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis. • 

The Conservative leader,. Rabbi 
Alexander M. Shapiro, asked the Re
form group to reverse itself and return 
to the traditional standard that says 
Jewish lineage can be traced through 
the mother only. lti 1983 the Reform 
rabbis voted that the children of Jewish 
mothers or fathers would be considered 
Jewish. 

An Orthodox leader warned of deep 
divisions within American Judaism if 
there were no serious dialogue over dif
ferences among the three branches. 
The leader, Rabbi Irving Greenberg, 
president of the interdenominational 
National Jewish Resource Center, 
wrote in a recent column in The Long 
Island Jewish World, "Within decades, 
the Jewish people will be· split apart 
into two mutually divided, hostile 
groups who are unable or unwilling to 
marry each other. " 

Polite Stand on Differences 
Rabbi Shapiro's Reform audience 

here was polite but not overly receptive 
to 1:he proposal. " It would be better for 
Rabbi Shapiro to lead his movement 
into the future than ours into the past," 
said Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
president of the Union of American He
brew Congregations, the association of 
Reform synagogues. 

Rabbi Schindler, a chief sponsor of 

. . 

the 1983 adoption ·of !'. te liberallt.ed unites us is ·much greater than that 
standard on lineage, i;::-edlcted that which divides. us/' . ~ 
Conservative Judaism "F.,')U}d follow the Rabbi ~piro, the Conservative 
Reform lead in another decade. · "It leader, also reached out for dialogue 
usually takes them about 10 years - "'.fth the Orthodox in an appearance 
like on the woman's issue," he said. last month before the Rabbinical Coun-

Rabbi Schindler was referring to a ell of America at its annual meeting in 
decision by the Cooservl:l tive rabbinate the Catskills. It was the first time in the 
earlier this year to acc!pt women as 50-year history of the council that a 
rabbis~ The Reform movement· began non-Orthodox rabbi was allowed to ad
ordaining woµien in 1972, The Orthodox dress the assembly. 
continue to ordain only men. . His ~tion there was cooler than 

Rabbi Schindler questioned the use- the one here in Minneapolis before the 
fu1ness of dialogue on theological ··dif- Refm:m group. At the Catskills meet
ferences, saying it was more beneficial ing, 5 of the 150 rabbis there walked out 
tc discuss issues that united the Jewish in protest. . • 
community, such as support for Israel. Ra~ Shapiro appealed to the Ortho
Soviet Jewry, economic justice and im-• dox to • establish a joint rabbinical 
proved Christian.:Jewish relations. • rourt, or beth din, that could rule on 

matters-of lmeage, conversion and di
vorce for all American Jews. 

A person can become a Jew simply 
by being born into a Jewish family. 
Judaism als<, accepts converts, al-· 
though convi?rsion standards differ 
within the three major branches. 

Negotiations in the 1950's and 1960's 
aimed at establishing a joint beth din 
fell apart when the different branches 
could not come to terms on theological 
issues. 

Rabbi Lollis Bernstein, president of 
the Orthodox group, said be would 
study the beth din proposal but rejected 
another call by Rabbi Shapiro that the 
American Orthodox help the Conserva
tive rabbinate gain recognition in Is
rael. 

In Israel, religious matters are con
trolled by the Orthodox rabbinate. Con
versions and divorces performed by 
the Conservative and Reform are not 
recogni.:ed. 

One Reform leader who was recep
tive to the idea of increased dialogue on 
theological issues was Rabbi Joseph B. 
Glas&, exec1:1.tive vice president of the 
Reform rabtiinical group. • 

Rabbi Glaser said he was willing to 
make concessions to ' the more tradi
tional groups in order to realize the vi
sion of one unified American Jewish • 
community. "If I have to wear a yar-

• mulke to do it, I'll do it," he said. " If I 
have to give up lobster, I'll do it, al
though that would hurt. But there has 
got to be a lot of give on their part, too." 

"On theological problems,'- he said, 
"either you accept halacha or you are 
outside halacha. We ha,·e chosen to be 

==============================--======= 
outside." 

Traditiooal Jewi~1b Law 

Halacha is traditional Jewish law, 
such as kosher laws and Sabbath o~ 
servance, that are embraced by the Or
thodox as given by God for all time. 
Toe Conseryatives believe that bala
cha, while still a guiding for~e, can 
change to serve modern needs. 

For example, Consen-atives permit 
people to ride to a synagogue in auto
mobiles on the Sabbath while the Or
thodox prohibit such traveL Reform 
Judaism believes th&t halacba is not 
relevant in modem times, although 
traditional practice, such as the light~ 
ing of Sabbaili cai»i:les on Friday night, 
is valued. ~ 

Rabbi Schindler, thf; Reform leader, 
said be was not conccmed about divi-. 
sions that could result from the split 
over lineage standarru:. 

" There have b-=en rm ny, many more 
d~p-rooted cleavages titan this in Jew
ish history," he said. "Toe Jewish 
world will remain whole. That which 
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"The days of th)' life" indicates 
the days; "all the days of thy 
life" indicates that the nights are 
included. But the other Sages 
say: "The days of thy life" indi
cates the present world; "all the 
days of thy life" indicates that 
the times of the Messiah are in-
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• iNW Y1i' 
What says the W 1sE So ?- f • • .. 

"What are the testimonies and 
laws aw! behaviore, which the 
Lord, our God, has commanded 
you?" Do thou, then, tell him 
precisely the practices of the 
Passover: One. does not break up 
the Passover ceremony by an
nouncing: "To the aftermeal en
tertainment!" 

What says the WrcKED SoN? 
- "Of what use is this service to 
you?" To you, and not to him-

self! .,;;.;.:...:::.:~~~~;,;;.;::;:;;..;:;.~: 

is on accoun o w a r 
(lid for me when I went forth 
from Egypt." F ot me, and not 
for him ; had he been there, he 
would not .have been redeemed. 
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.JO Casi 60/h 0/reel 

'Xew Yor.k, xy. 10022 

121 2l PL 8 6969 

Dear Alex, 

:l<icharcf Gohen :7/ssociales 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COUNSEL 

May 24, 1985 

Please note the latest attack by Young Israel -- this time on our 

Catholic-Jewish program. 

In fact, the criticism is based on an error in The New York Times story, 

which Harold Jacobs picked up. The Times said that among the proposals adopted 

by the roard was one to "hold joint classes and exchange teachers" with 

Catholics. My news release did not say that. What my story said (para. 5, page l)was 

that there would be an "exchange of teachers and team-teaching by priests and 

rabbis in Catholic parochial and Jewish religious schools," which is correct. 

Where Ari got his misinterpretation fran I don't know. I never said "joint classes." 

· In any case, I suggest that you write to Harold Jacobs and explain that The 

Times was wrong arout "joint classes," which was never our intention. You will 

note that he also criticizes the teacher exchange; we have every right to defend 

that aspect of the program (and Jacobs to criticize it), but he should restrict 

his criticism to what we,re doing, not what we are not doing. 

I haven't seen any publicity on his release yet. If it does get published, 

I think we ought to issue a statement explaining our side of the story. 

8?J;Y• 

Richard Cohen 

p. S. If it gets serious, we could request a correction fran The Times, al though 
I would prefer not to embarrass Ari Goldman in this way with his rosses. Aside 
fran this roo-roo, he did a splendid job and was most cooperative in doing the 
story on his day off. 
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June 7, 1985 

Mr. Harold M. Jacobs, President 
National Council of Young Israel 
3 West 16th Street 
New York, New York 10011 

Dear Harold: 

I saw your press release of Hay 21 which takes Issue with the Union's 
stance on Catholic-Jewish relations. I am disappointed on two counts: 

1/ You know well enough that newspaper reports are often skewed. IN 
this case, the New York Times was wrong. We did not suggest "Joint 
classes." What we did agree -to undertake was an "exchange of teachers 
and team-teaching by priests and rabbis in Catholic Parochial Schools 
•••••• 

11 Can you really take Issue with that? If you had only bothered 
to ask for a copy of our release or called my office before you let go 
with your blast you would have learned the truth. 

2/ The second reason for my disappointment Is really with the regularity 
with which you attack the Reform Movement and Reform Jews. Don't you 
have anything better to do than attack fellow Jews? Don't we Jews have 
.-nough enemies without being at each other's throats? 

All this, of course, ts an institutional and not a personal comment. 
You know that I hold you personally in high regard and great affection. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



News fro~ ... 

NATIONAL 
f,, .. ,G 
ISR6EL 

,· 

3 WEST 16 STREET 
EW YORK, NY 10011 

212•929• 1525 

Contact : Yaakov Kornreich 

i1 " :J 

For Im mediate Release: May 21, 1985 

YOUNG ISRAEL PRESIDENT CHALLENGES REFORM PROPOSAL 

FOR JOINT CLASSES WITH CHURCHES 

Harold M. Jacobs, the president of the Young Israel Orthodox synagogue movement, 

has challenged the proposal of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to its member 

Reform synagogues to "hold joint classes and exchange teachers in religious school 

prograrr. s" with local Catholic churches. The Young Israel leader characterized the 

recommendation of the UAHC board of trustees as "a step which could endanger the Jewish 

identity of many members of Reform congregations whose understanding of their own 

religious traditions is too limitec to allow intelligent comparison with Catholicism." 

While the Young Israel lender applauded the progress that has been made to 

encourage mutual respect and understanding between the Jewish and Catholic communities, 

and another Reform proposal that committed Jews and Catholics find effective ways to work 

together on com mor. social concerns, he criticized the joint classes and teacher exchange 

proposal as "overstepping the clear theological lines which separate the two faith 

communities. We must not arrouse t)1e suspicion of non-Jews that we seek to proselytize 

those outside our faith, nor encourage them to missionize Jews within the precincts of our 

own synagogues. In a free society such as ours, there is a rr. ple opportunity for Jews and 

Catholics to satisfy their curiosities about one another's faith without trespassing the 

sanctity of our ~1ouses of worship or religious education." 

Jacobs urged the Reform leadership, "to concentrate instead on providing a more 

adequste Jewish education for its members and children. Our rich Jewish religious heritage 

and practices have, for too long, been short-changed by the Reform movement, and the 

Jewish people today is paying the price for that neglect in the skyrocketting rates of 

assimilation and intermarriage." 

The Young Israel leader concluded by observing that, "all faith communities in 

the highly secularized American culture of the S0's are faced with a substantial challenge 

in merely inculcating the principles of their own religion in their constituencies. 

Contrary to this proposal, we believe that the most effective means of encouraging mutual 

respect and co-operation betv,een Jews and Christians would be for each to become inspired 

with a more profound belief and understanding of their own faiths." 
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NEW YORK, May 19 -- The leaders of Refonn Judaisn called. on American Jews and 

Catholics tcday to join in a new and wide- ranging prcgram aimed at prorroting inter

religious understanding at the church and synago:;ue level . 

The action by the Union of American Hebre.v Congregations is believed to mark the 

first time a Jewish denomi...'1a.tion has sought to bring tcgether synagoge-~e.rncers and 

church- goers in activities see.king to create better understanding of each other's beliefs. 

The prcgrarn was • adopted by _unanirrous vote of 150 me.rnbers of the UAHC board of 

Lrustees at its se.'11i.- annual !1'.eeting in the Grand Hyatt Hotel. In a resolution, t..1..1e roard 

urged the UAEC' s 780 rr.ember- synago:;ues, .comp:2sed.of l .J million Jews,. to_J.mdertake: 

... Catholic-Jewish dialo:;ues to e..'q)lore the issues that divide as well as these 

t...h.at unite the two cormrunities . 

. . . The exchange of teacb.ers and tearn-r.eactu.ng by priests and .r-abbis in Cat.:';.o l'"'S-. 

• ··::::-,i ::1.l and Jewish reli ious schools. "'I 

.. . Catholic-Jewish dialcgue and joint action on nuclear disar.nament, econoIT~c justice 

and ot..½er issues on whlch the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Union of 

l'lnerican Hebrew Congregations have adopted parallel f()licy positior.s. 

The resolution hailed the 20ti11 anniversary of d1e issuance by the Second Vatican 

Council of "Nostra Aetate," which repudiated t..!-ie charge of deicide aginst Jews and con

demned anti-Se.'11itism. But whlle welcoming the progress in Christian-Jewish relations since 

7".ben, the UAHC Lrustees said.: 

Ignorance at the Grass Rcots 

"The rrost effective efforts to eliminate mistrust and misunderstanding have taken 

place so far on the national and diocesan level, rather thar1 in the local corrmunity . 

. . . The people in the ~ws too often remain ignorant of the vast changes in t..h.e attitude 

of the Catholic Church toward the Jews, so that misunderstanding rnay still persist on t..1-:e 

grass roots level." 

The hoard also insLruct.ed c;,.1::c 's educationa:!. arm to pre?are :r.2.terials comne..Tora~nq 

the 20th anniversary of Vatican II ar..d "to assure t..i-'lat information regarding the chanc;es 

in Catholicism since then is disse-ninated on a regular basis to congresations, religious 

educators and youili ." 

The Refonn Jewish leaders actE<l after hearing from bot..h Catholic and Jewish e.,'<Perts 

on interfaith relations and interfaith dialogue, and after Rabbi .Z:uexander M. Schindler, 

president of t..he UAHC, told the rreeting: "We do r:ot say t..hat all dif ::erences have :been 

obliterated, for they have not, and ter1sions re.main: the Vatican's failure to establish 

formal diplomatic r elations with Israel, t..he Pope's ,neeting with Arafat, the Vatican's role 

during the Holocaust.. But the deadl y sting has been removed, and our differences are 

reduced to their proper proF,Ortion. 
(more) 
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Schindler: 'Time for Affirrretive Action' 

"The need for understanding and reconciliation between Catholics and Jews is rr.2.de 

even more urgent by t:.11.e derrands of economic justice and nuclear disarmament . The pro

phetic cry of peace with justice is part of a shared vision that impels us to work 

together. 

11The basis for that cooperation "wa.S laid 20 years ago in 'Nostra Aetate,' which 

luminously transformed the way Catholics and Jews look at one another. Pope Jolin XXIII 

did what President Reagan failed to do when he visd.ted Bit!Jurg: he reccgnized the past 

£or what it was , and instead of absolving t.rie Church he deterr.uned to transform it. 

"But if Catholic dcgrna has been transformed, not enough Cat...11.olics have been -- and 

too few Jel'ls are involved in dialogue. We can sit back and ·wait for it to hapF€fl, or we 

can take affirmative action to make it happen. I propose that we act, and I believe we 

will find a cooperative spirit and an eagerness to join with us, b::Yb.'1 in repairirn; the 

errors of t.he past and in building together a better world for tarorrow." 

Rabbi Schindler cited the joint publication last rrcnth by the UP.BC and the National 

Conference of Catholic Bishops of "The Challenge of Shalon for Catholics and Jel'ls," a 

discussion guide to the Bishops' 1983 pastoral letter on peace and war . He noted t.1-iat 

the 97-page bJoklet also e.'<amines areas of agreement and divergence between Catholics 

and Jews on such issues as economic justice, capital punishment and abortion. 

The guide was writte.n. by Eugene Fisher, e.xecutive secretary of the Secretariat for 

Catholic-Jewish Relations of the National Conference on Cat.holic Bishops, and Annette 

Dat.:rrn, coordinator of the UAHC's departrrent of interreligious affairs. 

Father Flannery: 'Unparalleled or Faltering -- Progress?' 

The Rev . Ed:.vard H. Flannery, author of "The Anguish of the Jews" and a pioneer in 

ecumenical efforts, told t..1.e Reform Jewish leaders that "against t..he backdrop of the 

near 2,000 years that preceded 'Nostra Aetate,' the progress we have made over the past 

bvo decades in interfaith understanding has been an unparalleled trit.:rrnph in human 

relations. 

"Looking at t..he past 20 years in the shorter run , however, they ap9€ar -- in 

light of the :nagnitude and urgency of the task before us -- as faltering and slothful." 

On the issues of :.11:xJrtion c.nd church-state relations, where Jews 2..J.7.d Catr_olics 

generally have e.'<E)ressed opposing positions, Father Fl2.nnery declared: 

"I do not consider these Je~.vish-Christian issues at all . Is not abortion a 

universal rroral issue as pertinent to Muslims, Buddhists or secularists as to Jewish 

and Christian interests? _;;i.d is not separation of church and state, as we argue '.c. 
}. L,. I 

a uniquely Americ.an political issue that does not apply to Israel, England, France and 

dozens of other countries?" 

The Catholic ecumenist, who now serves as director of the Office_of Cont.inuing 

Education of the Clergy in the Diocese of Providence, R. I., continued: 
(rrore) 
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• "rlrlti-:Semit ism i s t..'"le supreme challenge of L:.<= J e\.;ish-Chr.:..stian dia.lcgue. That i s 

b::cauge ' christians qenerally are all but tot2lly ignorant of what happened to Jews in 

Christian history and of the complicity of the church in the developnent of anti

Semitism -- the latter a page torn from our history l:x::;oks . 

"Frcrn t...1-ie widespread ignorance of the anti- Se.'1li tic record results an i.11dif f erer.ce 

not only to t.11e problem of anti-Semitism but to the entire Jewish er1counter. This 

indifference crea.tes on the Christia.n side the chief obstacle to progress in our rela

tions. At t...1-ie same tirr.e, expos~e to the magnitude and scandal of this record generates 

in every open- hearted Christian a sense of urgency vis-a-vis Je.vish-Christian relations 

as nothing else can. 

"On this 20th anniversary of ' t-iostra Aetate,' _et us acknowledge that though this 

precious document h~s ceo--n well promulgated by the Vatican and some national hierarc:ues, 

and followed up by other excellent documents, it has not teen implemented in most 

dioceses , let alone parishes, pulpits and schcols. 

"And let us realize that until the complete and unvarnished record of Jewish 

persecution is inserted into our history l:x::;oks and classes, the resultant ignorance 

' 
will continue to blur our perceptions of t.1-ie anti-Se.mi tic phencmenon ar1d will conder:in 

the Jewish-C.'rrristian encounter to a stunted growi:."'1 ." 

Father Flanr.ery said the "highest ?riority" should ce given to "the painful 

and well-veiled fact that anti-Semitism i s an all-but 1..L.-uversal attribute of Christians. 

I hasten to add that C.mstian anti-Semitism is in decline and also weaker than b"-le 

various non-Christian varieties of tcday. 

"Yet if our dialogue is to thrive, greater effort must be made to acquaint the 

wider Christi&"'l audie.11ce with that page of history which Jews know so well and 

Christians ignore." 

Israel as Litmus - Test 

Father Flannery said U1e "litnus-test" of Jewish-Christian relations was t...1-ie 

State of Israel. He told the Reform Jewish leaders : 

"To Jews , Israel was and is central to their concerns and to their Judaism. To 

Christians it is a peripheral issue, laden with misunderstanding, ofte.n unwelcorr~ in 

the dialogue, often seen as an illegitimate injection of politics into a dialogue t.~at 

is religious in nature and purpose. 

"This disparity of vie,vs on so vital an issue can only invite trouble :or our 

interfait.1-i efforts." 

Father Flannery quoted a staterrent from the 1975 guidelines and suggestions 

f or implerr.enting "Nostra Aetate" issued by tr.e Vatican Corrmission for Religious 

Relations WiH1 J ews, in which Catholics were encouraged to "strive to learn by what 

essential traits Jews define then.selves in t.1-ie light of their own religious experience." 

Calling Hus "a cardinal principle of the J ewish-Christian dialogue," Father 

Flannery declared : "I n ensui.ng discussions Je:rs defined not only themselves but 

Judaism itself as Zionist. Israel by this very fact cecame a religious and t here fore 
(rrore) 



eci.:rr,e._rµcal mat t er , entitled :.::: .?.:-: :...;:-_c:h2 . .:..:'..c:.---:,;2=.;::.::..e :::. _==.::::s :..n the dialogu.e • 

"T~ 'ask the loyal Jf::!.M to ignore or suppress this Zionist attachment or to keep 

it out oft.he interreligious dialogue is, in fine, to ask him/her to divest him/herself of 

Judaism. And to disfavor in any way t..11e full discussion of Israel in dialogue 

obviously violates the first rule of dialogue: the right to self-definition. 

"The full clarification of the historical, spiritual and theological bond joi...'1i.r1g 

the Jewish people to their land must remain an upperrrost dialogical 9riority until 

achieved." 

Rabbi Davidson: 'How Grateful Need We Be?' 

Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson of Temple Beth El in Great Neck, chairman of the U.AEC's 

corrrnittee on interreligious affairs, told a session of t..11e week-eri.d meeti...Dg t.h.at many 

Jews were skeptical •of 'Nostra Aetate' when it was issued 20 years ago. A comrronly

held view, he said, was: "It's about tirr,e. now grateful need we be for being told we 

have a right to exist?" He continued: 

"But surely now we can see what potential this document held for a new era. Catholic 

textbooks have been purged of anti-Jewish niaterial, anti-Senutic prayers have been 

rerroved from liturgy and seminaries are changing their teachings about Jews and 

Judaism. Catholic schools are incorporating the study of tl:e history of rrodern Jews 

and Judaism into their curricula, including an understari.ding of the Holocaust as well as 

the role of Israel for the Jewish people. 

"Rabbis and Jewish educators now frequently teach ii'"l Catholic seminaries and 

parochial schools. There can be little doubt that relations between Catholicism and 

Judaism hold the potential for being better t..11an t.hey have ever been. " 

But Rabbi Davidson was critical of the Jewish cornnunity's interreligious activity , 

asserti...Dg: "We r.ave certai...71.y not rreasured up to the 09portunities of this nev.r time. 

The baggage of suspicion and distrust of non-Jews which we carry around is nearly as 

weighty as ever. Clearly , 2,000 ye"'rs of Christian-inspired op9ression of Je-,vs cannot 

and should not be forgotte.D overnight, even in 20 years. But we seem to prefer to live 

with our hurts than to see1< t.lie healing that might prepare a better era for the genera-

tions to corr,e . 

"It is an attiude we must learn to shake, just as we must aba..,don the 2mti-goyi rn 

r.,ent.a.lit:y t.nat: 1s0.1ates us t rorn constructive r elationshi ps with the Christian corrmunitv . " 

Rabbi Davidson said that "though Cat.holies and mainline Protestants have or are 

in the process of dramatically changing t..~eir theology t oward Jews, rrost of us don't 

know it. Interreligious activity in Fmerica, such as it is, chiefly involve profes

sionals who go to conferences and give lear::1ed papers. Most Air.erican Jews don't even 

know what's happening." 
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