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. due to budgetary constraint:
d an additional subvention to
uly regret this, however, the
rovides a given amount of func
izations and at this time, no
use, we are unable to provide

greetings, I am

Sincerely,

" 'ndler
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ie grants will become avalilable

50 we need to raise enough 1
May and June -- a total of ab

The Board s new Finance/Dev:
1 Rebecca and me last week. On
ers contributed $1350 in cash
pledged an additiconal $650 ove
hs. We reviewed the situation
closest co-workers and suppor!
» approach in order to meet th:
tested that Viki and I togethe:
.2, and we are meeting this af-

They alsc said that you, tht
Council, are our most importa:
1ited out that 1f each member t:
: or raise $1,000, we will get

e, S0 I am writing to ask you
‘gan~cr hv adanting +hi= 1 000
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ion for Alex to address the Sk
n January reached us during hi
ill be brought to his attentic



niversity on Sunday and Monday
t.is being co-sponsored by the
enter for Study of American Cu

1. We'd like to have you ms
resentation on the topic, "Con
he Cold War,” including new cc
rrangements. You will be joir
peakers in conducting this wox
magine, about one hundred peo:

The Renewing Shalom Coni
¥xtraordinary opportunity to di
opefully, determine ways that
ommunity can work in coalitior
ssues of global disarmament., ¢
lobal environmental issues, ar
ssues affecting the US,; the UL

Yo 1l find enclosed a i
.herﬂc@ferenge and its context



Culture as co-sponsor: and

(2) carrying through the acti«
a 22-month organizing project
most important goals that eme:
conference discussions, in coc
Jewish-mainstream and Jewish=)
coalition with non-Jewish grou
Sukkat Shalom 1992 just before
election.

There are four streams of iss:
wonference ==

o completing the end cf the Cc
common security and mutual dis
United States, the Soviet lnic
rest of Buropes

o redirecting the vast resourc
military budget) that have bee



of change at this moment of
before the conference, with t
on statement hy an advance con
will be made available to the
ogethaer with the talks that wi
s, can help focus the discussi

each major panel and workshog
, small groups will meet to di
ons. These groups will continu
with the same members, so thsz
le to carry on a sustained cor

-

emerges from the conference wi
to stimulate farther thought i
munity. Proposals for action v
n for effective organizing, tc
lom Center along with other né
ons and local coalitions and ¢
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a by tnhe College as part of tr

n a deeply involved and creati
He has been a successful teach
llege contributed significantl
dents, and alumni.

tself at the forefront of crea
of Jewish concern, including i
ny vital issues on the Jewish
eed of solution than the searc
RRC encourages open dialogue t
n that issue, and welcomes dis
°>f the RRC community about how
f Israel, including its need f

ist movement has long been pro
ity of views and its commitmen
:ge does not determine who or
* spectrum of opinion within t
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im their camps something of our own

experience?

This is the challenge that Maces us
Jews today, the struggle that
threatens (o tear our soul in two, We
are, to be sure, & deeply wounded

words, “a people that 4
There is mo wniversal
tale, nothing in our ex
shared. “‘Look out for
the Minal message of 1
millennia of Jewish



ild say something more to you about the nature
i problem. We are survivors, you see, and have
n awful lot, We both want to make new lives
nd both seemed to do pretty well. But his path
¢ harder one. He had enemies, and he had to
er.

In"t know how to handle being a tough guy —
which we had never been trained — and he
ne consumed by that image. Eventually he won

ttles, but the victories just didn’t work out.
me addicted to holding onto his winnings, to
, and it hasn't made him a nicer person, as you

nies seem to be tired and wanting to change
t addicted part of him just can’t deal with the
mise, His addiction, you gee, is not 1o drugs or
| forbid, but to land (we never even owned real
| country!) and power. He just doesn’t seem to
I g0 any more.






iting to express my serious co
wr Waskow from the Taculty of
Rabbinical College. I beliew
)r. Waskow was wrong and that
:rious harm to the College, an
movement as a whole, on a lea
less, I am ‘hesitant to critici
n is that you sincerely belie
y fire Dr. Waskow in light of
‘e brought to bear on _you by ¢
irs of the College. This lett
| to them, and perhaps you wil
* that I am writing not in my
'‘H's Social Action Committee,
of a Reconstructionist congre
‘inancial and otherwise) of th
1ist movement.
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that Dr. Waskow has said or w
the boun t to be

concede that advocacy of the d
juld be grounds for dismissal

said that, however, I know of

Dr. Waskow's views on current
inians are motivated by anythi
[sfael and a desire to SBe ISt
1@ truest sense of the term, 1
Judaism. Of €ourse, Dr. wask
>jects (which, by the way, I b
may simply be incorrect or ev
itellectually honest critics m
same can be said of their view
irqued, one can have no love f
iuse and still believe that cu
(and in so many ways) that cri
harsh criticism, will serve t
vever narrowly defined) in the




level on which Dr. Waskow's f
2 College and to the Reconstru
t of major financial supporter
ic policy and effectively to p
lisagree. While we should do
*: generous financial contribut
ssible, in an ideal world we w
their every whim, particularly
icting in a manner detrimental

se, we do not live in such an
suggested above, I am hesitan
12 context of the dilemma with
ited: the choice of either fi
» deprived of needed financial
r view, is that such pressures
in offer no simple solutions t
: the financial supporters inv
: I consider powerful argument
r have taken with regard to Dr



in a time in which, even in t
sion is all too often threater
ope that the College and the F
ke the lead in attempting to ¥
ason burning brightly and in ¢
ip seems all too convenient ar
the harm that can be inflictec
that is inflicted by suppressi

ou for considering my views.
an opportunity to give a full
he events surrounding Dr. Wask
respect for your intelligence

I will give careful and open-
such an account. I look forwe
se matters.

B'shalom,
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U agreeag last night when we s
llowing is an accurate summar)
r some time, you have been war
skow go. You had no particuls
ing that. when a trustee--anc
Jstees--urged you, for what we
th political and public relati
smiss him, you used that as th
telerate your timetable. You

* alibi for dismissing him. I
itead of sharing with Waskow t
ir own dissatisfaction with hi
istee pressure as the reason.

to the appearance of the thin

itraightforward knuckling unde
Issure.

+ irony, of course, is that gi
‘tus at the college--part-time
ded no "cover” to fire him. |



1 what I would feel compelled
led to resign from the board a
e at the dinner.

s to me that there is a decen
n fact refuse to endorse your
ter, that you will be unwilli
to re-hire Art. For that rea
me from the dinner now, since
i that than it will be to have
I leave the decision on that °
' me on is to take a serious r

estion of my board membership
rough the September meeting, |
if the board fails to repair f
mitted.

as you know, that the matter |
am especially sorry to sound ¢
n ultimatum. But I am in an &
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itation at home but thought yc
ra one for the office. Please
Iindler that some people asked
lous committees responded afte
dline. Their names will be pr
gram. f(Rabbis Gottschalk and
resentatives Lowey, Lantos, ar
. Glickman‘s first name Is pri
orrectly and will be correctec
gram.

Last year we developed a way
Id not attend the dinner, for
sons, to particlpate In honorl
rdees, We sent letters saying
paring screolls honorlng Mormar
ney Shaplro which they could =
e unable to attend the functlic
en an oppeortunity to contribut

Inning at ®#18., A recent gradu
8 the calllaraohv for us as hi



r Edie,

Am enclosing two copies of t
Brit HaDorot dinner. Mel Mer
and Rabbi Schindler have a ver
catch the next morning so we C
drastically as we could. We %
get him home early.

Hope your meetings are golng



M_Ml
and Diapa Stein
Appetizer and Salad serve

Bobert Goodkind speaks ab

Arthur Waskow
Arthur speaks about the N
Arthur introduces Jacgquel
Ira’s scroll and speaks

with the award and he re

Rabbj Devora Bactpnoff int
The chlldren present Gall
award and she responds f

Dinner s served

EButh Abram makes regquest
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tone of your reference to the Shalc

pressures had been put pn you to mal
others and I find that this is inde
award has been used to put like pre
circle.

As you can see by the copy of the
this award, Waskow made no mention w
May 31st affair is a fund-raiser, pe
-paper dangled to attract dollars.
mmon decency demanded that 1 be give

choice based on them and not delusi

ry, I am -- mostly at myself for bei
ng my friends to be ensnared in the
really derving of honor in this are
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circle.

As you can see by the copy of the
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lay 31st affair is a fund-raiser, pe
paper dangled to attract dollars.
mon decency demanded that I be give
choice based on them and not delusi

'yy I am -- mostly at myself for bei
1ig my friends to be ensnared in the
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Dear Howard:

This letter is to alert
you will be receiving ir
It is my fond hope that
accept. I refer to an i
Alex Schindler at a Brit
sponsored by The Shalom
Center for Jewish perspe
Nueclear Holocausé. You
work of the Center, ever
many dear friends and as
listed on the Board and/
of this organization.

Alex will receive their
Wednesday night, May 31,
cerned will be honored i
introduce Alex that ever
presence would mean much
formal invitation with n
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i1 an opportunity to determine
ith ‘the Shalom Center for a d4i
ave a conflict, I was able to
ailable for a dinner meetino o

ate, I am honored to be invite
2 Albert List and Vik: List Br
»m Center. This means a great
a most presticious award. I t
f the Board of Directors for 4
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| by the honor which the Board
.ermined to bestow uponime and,

v to address a dinner meeting

ion I can't anmwer now is one
ialender and there is a potatig
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ner nNonoring xappol oscninaler .
held at Bridgewaters which Iis
th Street Seaport Area. We’l]
rd floor cof the Fulton Market
dows overlooking the Brooklyn
ly a lovely spot.

Thank you for sending me the
ormation on Rabbl Schindler.
Vorspan and Rabbl Syme about 1%
k for guldance In planning th|
gested that I work with Glenn

David’s absence on pulling tc
gressional representation and
ed that I meet with you about
ects. Therefore, I have two

1> We had thought that It
ould be good to ask Senator Me
o lntroduce Rabbl Schindler tF

abbl Syme suggested that Senat
irmh¥ e a hRattar frhaica Ha =«
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gar holocaust and toward endin

T'he Award is named for the Cov
rations that our generation ne
gep future generations alive,
hter, Albert List (zichrono 1°
decided to affirm their own in
as Jews to "choose 1ife" by h
er create the Award.

By presenting you with the Bri
to honor your passion, steadf
in working to convince the Je

ne of its primary goals the pr

caust.

In addition, though the work o
ses on the nuclear danger and
Brit HaDorot Award as well, ou

sfrnna AFfF +tha vienr and AAanwaoa



e have May 31 1in mind because
¢, which according to the Tora
>f the Flood and the coming of

fe have taken the Flood and th
rful Torah metaphors and teach
nand -- the danger of world-wi
, and -- on the other -- the n
auman beings to join in the co
itime and harvest, cold and he
and night.”

Jver the last several years, m
anities have indeed made this
shet,” a day for renewing the
life.

[ look forward to hearing from
out with your office whatever

T sammmd o add $had smbhdTa 2T7T -
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sy much for the-“other part" o

e my check made out to the Sh
J0 as you ecan see. The balanc
:d over to the Fund for Reform
{now, encourages a lot of good
.ear disarmament, I think tha

inks for your many personal coi
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\ year ago, I began discussing
tide effort to achieve a zero
i [(or nearly that) by the year
: was that the grinding work o
out unless they have an achie
it date of 2000 was neither so
jless nor so close as to be im
: it important that the millen
\ng among Christians be focuse
than an apocalyptic, goal.

! wrote several memos and then
lowship magazine and then by T
[ am enclosing. At practicall
>lished by Fellowship, Mr. Gor!
7ide nuclear disarmament by th

‘n some ways this inhibits diss
imericans; in some ways it ope!
.lities. My own view is that

then we ouaht neither to back
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spoke abgut the possibility of br
Jus leaders together to begin suct
)mewhat with a project I have beer
€., to bring together a group of r
etting, to pray over and dise
roles as religious leaders, can
on to say no to nuclear weapons.
such a religious gathering some
More importantly, I'm hopeful that
the thinking of the people of this

ill keep your article and your id
1@ with other religious leaders.
E them with me.

k for your prayers and assure you

Sincerely

{}Lﬁui

Thomas J.
Auxiliary
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week ago w. celled at the
: event felt that there were t
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enwood Avenue

brief note that doesn't do ju
I really like the idea. Wou
lgious leaders to endorse and
I am sending a copy to Bisho
he attempted to organize a ret
vel--in order to develop a pla
retreat was supposed to be ta
tunately, many of those who ex
treat had schedule difficultie
st are going to try again in t
11d be an excellent discussion
lsti can help. I look forward



1at can never be justified.

se would also risk a nuclear winter
¢ on Earth.

¢ threatened use of nuclear weapons
or as a deterrent through assured d

1igh nuclear weapons have no just and
res under the perpetual risk of nucl

solemnly declare that the world must
e process of elimination should begi
no later than December 31, 1999 so t
y gsafe from the threat of nuclear de

goal, we make the following recomme
iclear weapons and to all who may ha

to be Carried Qut in Stages between




:tions to occur simultaneously with
mpletion of the first stage of the

tion (MBFR) talks and the first step
furope before the end of 1986,

¢t decade mutual, balanced, and sche
and U.S. forces from Central Europe
nelands, and

rpowers withdraw,substantial reducti
L1 European nations to a level suffi
not for offensive actiem.

ary Disengagement

:lear confrontation between the Sovi
rward-based conventional forces alon
sfore, we call upon China and the Sc
at of their ground forces and demobi
lands, to be achieved simultaneously

hadw skwatrtasdis and dAntormaddsta=ranea



»r existing nuclear weapon delivery
additional safeguard for an uncontro
l1 upon other nuclear weapon nations
atorium.

for Star Wars

5 beginning to move into space aroun
ti-satellite (ASAT) weapons, which b
5 are developing, the U.S5. Strategic
interparts of space-based defense me

5 trend we ecall upon the United Stat
nediately agree to a mutual moratori
ASAT weapons and te then enter into

ban with full-scope verification to
L upon both nations to cease develop
defenge and to adhere closely to al
tic Missile (ABM) Treaty of 1972.
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he nuclear weapon states would permi
sconomic resources to more construct
for spending these redirected resour

Third World in economic and social d
nations technical assistance, loang
es so that they can work their way c

smestic needs, particularly opening
g to poor people and poor localities

raining to individuals and economie
es required to shift from defense ac
and services.

ed States, reduce the federal defici
because of uncontrolled military exp

the sovernments of the world's natic
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id — this is not a time
t an our tushes, play
5 to bring Mashiach.
recover our morale,
ings of a difference,
1to push the process

e a proposal to set
ear weapons by the
d by Mr. Gorbachev.
whed it as utopian —
and to dreams, work
As Theodore Herzl
itis not adream.”
in's political acumen
| appeal, that at first
osal out of hand. He
s by knowing — how
recently, the White
viet proposal — and
:orium which is Step

proposal.

B T

for Muclear Disarmamei
the magazine of the in
ship of Reconciliation.
The first step toward
focused on the fall of 18
summit will probably
September. Excitemen'
be high. The “‘nuclear !
in United State public ¢
an important impact or
and therefore on the nex
— and on arms-control
In order to use this
strongly urge that focs
tions, and coalitions o
Sukkat Shalom/Atzerst

. to Voting Booth™ progre

on page 2 laying out th
be done.

The Shalom Center h
received support from n
Synagogue, American
Reconstructionist Have



ontrol/disarmament
:he Jewish commun-
d to affect national
onal elections (two
ortant focus for such
:politicalarena more
d communities can
nts of theminaccord

Voting Booth”’

sh organizations (e.g.
New Jewish Agenda)
sponsor a large public
not nacessarily, the
aglom' has been built
ice/welcoming/snack
rthe public meeting.
ree speakers: First, a
ear and strong Jewish
s will be focusing in
ble speakers: Al Vor-
wr; Arthur Waskow, Ira
stie Balka from The
Mark Loeb, Leonard
two major party can-
louse of Representa-
rissues. The intention
judging these issues,
lition and experignce
m; and to make clear
jressional candidates
k.

ission
ict fo-
scially
North
ack of
Jnited
Synagogue office in New York City) will be glad to share its
program materials outside the Conservative movement.
Sh’mini Atzeret falls this year on Shabbat. Since tradition-
ally it includes the recitation of Yizkor, there is often high
attendance at services. The Atzeret L’Hayyim project envi-
sions afternoon study groups at the synagogue on October
25 —including study of traditional texts bearing on nuclear
holocaust, intergenerational panels discussing what three
generationsof Jews owe to each other to keep the future
alive, panels to examine arms policy questions and analyze
the positions of Congressional candidates.
Observance of Atzeret L’Hayyim might also include the
use of special prayers. sermons. studv auides in reliaious
schools, etc.

Model 1I: A ““‘Sukkat

In this model, a Suk
as a Suddat Shalom w
sible space that is own
community organizatic

In this model, 2 St
Lafayette Park in Wasl
gather speakers, singt
Jewish community to
holocaust,

Depending on the ¢
more than one of thes
munity. Tha Shalom C
them; Christie Balka, ¢
BABE-1510 or 215/576-

inda Eber © 1986




the moment of time around 1957 or 1958. That was a few
years after the Supreme Court school desegregation deci-
sion of 1954, just as today we are three years after the
pastoral letter of the Catholic bishops on nuclear “‘deterr-
ence.”

The Bishops’ statement, like the Court’s ruling, was both
~ evmmntam Af shanan in nohlic thayght and a stimulus to

and heart, religion and
t new winds were blow-
hanged. In the election
1to shrug off. Congress
hat were meaningless.
change.

1& new majority in haart
majority in politics and
SONgress pass serious
g rights: Change came
r beyond the Supreme
iad the effect of shifting
:@s in many states, and
s throughout America.
:hange like that victory
iter that is hot. It must
and cooled. For hours
an!

In exactly this way, we are living in the “cooling” tima.
In the last five years there has emerged a ‘““new majority’’
of desire to halt the nuclear arms race. That new majority
is being moved by profound religious and spiritual feelings
of commitment to the preservation of life on the Earth. As
in the late '50s, the new sense of the world is being nurtured
in religious communities and congregations, the heartland
of American society; among women’s groups; and among
public-spirited professionals like scientists, lawyers, physi-
cians, and teachers. Yet this desire has not “‘crystallized’’;
it has not been turned into public policy. Why not?

In the broadest sense, we have not unified some deep
contradictions inside ourselves — unified them in such a wav
as to
some
contri
the at
of spi
be sf
phalis
the ¢
and ¢
three
istot

will have an impor
holocaust and the ¢
many different tradi
energized in part b
amok which is bott
danger of nuclear h
In addition, theiris:
that will be affecting
more focus on the ye
date is the end of tf
coloration that Chris
cultures during the
many other cultures,
2000 as a special eve
seem merely magica
ions of terror and glt
futed, by the “truim
more ﬂﬂd more gover
groups) will have ac
willing to use them. 1
nuclear wars betwee
movemeants, Whethe
be more fear and mo

In practically all reli
visions of the days of
trophe. There are re
prophetic and mest
apocalypse. It shoul
focus the new religic
ing danger of Hell ¢
of peace. The 1990
symbolic attraction
so powerful as a sy
tics.

Suppose we were
by August, 1995, 5
into force that reqt



tions are needed now,
the take-off point by

nsmission belts™ from
zivil rights movement,
is and minds into new
in direct action to and
hether strong (sit-ins)
actions did not always
ough some people did
1ient in them was that
iy more whole — since
sloser to representing
these began as mild
for deeper action.
actions=as belief in
ion movemeant —is the
veapons are both un-
—the belief that was
ar Freeze, Theseenear-
wind the Freeze —not
eds to be turned into
‘=—not anly urging the
acting upon it in life.
ne, 1982 in Central
1tagon, but very mild
participation in the
zapons.” Thus—the
something that indi-

protest statement with their taxes, they would all do it. The
campaign to collect ane million names could |tself be lmpor-
tant, life-giving, and ey~~~ -~
for signatures to put
ballot.
These actions are ini
still requiring some a
new additions to the g
Obviously, stronger ac
create more movemes)
have assumed that thy
ineffectual = or very ris
be made an important
If there were growi
morally committed act
what changes in Ame
imagine that would act
toward a decision to f
& Hiroshima Day b
broadly observed
all main-stream C|
® Amajorworld boycott of aleading nuclear— ““weapons”’
maker with a big consumer involvement (e.g. G.E.) leads
to its abandoning nuclear contracts.
® A broad body of rabbis from all strands of Jewish life
announce that in their judgement Jewish history, teach-
ing, and tradition proh|b|t working in jObS that contri-

el i Bl sl
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Important approacn.

In practical terms, what does it mean to organize in a
non-electoral framework that can move into elections? The
Shalom Center has developed one approach that may be
useful as model or stimulus. The Shalom Center has worked
to weave the threads of Jewish teaching about how to pre-
vent nuclear holocaust into the fabric of the Jewish festival

devant themes of each
Jter has focused on
2 baby boys as a model
mb; at Tisha B'Av, the
abylonian and Roman
alem, The Center has
struction of Hiroshima
fthe earth; on the an-
inbow, The Center has
etaphors of the future
mwwed covenant of life.
as focusad on Sukkot,
lild “'sukkot* = vulnar-
eafy roofs, open huts
shelters or Star Wars
as made this a time of
aven-numbered year
later by an American

Cievuul, tie Sunkat onawin pruject i those years will focus
on moving ‘““From Harvest Booth to Voting Booth." During
the festival Jews will reactivate their basic commitment to
Shalam ae a rrircial fart in haw thav chpose to vote. They

“a dif
electol

Fina
ogy of
tion th
Ameri
that of
other,
chang
paraly
to enc
will nc

home and abroad \
Americans with a n
nuclear disarmamen
new energy from a |
cause we would n¢
value —eitherlife or f
We would not have t
paralyze each other.
To give reality to su
it would be necessary
armament. Just as su
that it is necessary to|
from producing nucl
goods so that jobs ar
we need to plan for "
icy. We have long ar
nuclearweapons and
or '‘contralled” nucl
Soviats to back down
us win political victo
does not change the
in fact, the faster the
militant the Soviet Ur
what behavior by thi
change Soviat behavi
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erican Hebrew-Con-
hlensky, determined
iive special attention
ir Arms Race Issues
f our congregations
task force compiled
railable to Southern
e orfurthertheir level
ual was distributed to
lirpersons, and Sister-
" became clear to the
:t that, while the man-
* for a variety of arms
antinuing efforts of a
synagogue staff and
ing suitable programs
el of organized, co-or-
ective activity were to

artnership between a
i for a project of this
, the leadership of the
ilished the Council on
rities, the Council is
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Advisory Board of a dozen lay leaders and professional staff
from the Reform, Federation, and Jewish communal agency
“worlds’ who are committed to addressing this issue from
a Jewish perspective. This group meets quarterly to offer
its insight and direction.

Those of us who have been involved with creation of this
project are proud of what has been accomplished to date.
It is our understanding that its genesis and structure repre-
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Center of the UAHC/CCAR, in Washington, D.C.

Micah Taubman, Jewish renewal activist and philan-
thropist.

Advisory Council:

Rabbi Jacob Agus, rabbi emeritus of Congregation Beth
El, Baltimore; author and scholar.

Rabbi Leonard Beerman, rabbi of Leo Baeck Temple,
Los Angeles; co-founder, Interfaith Center to Reverse the
Arms Race.’

Julie Gertler, national secretary, National Council of
Jewish Women.
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The first, to our U.S. public officials, is — obviously enough —
to take advantage of the current opportunity. We cannot
afford to miss this chance, which may be real, to begin
controlling arms, starting with a moratorium on nuclear test-
ing, and moving toward reduction of European arsenals.

The second. to our peace activists, is to be more vigorous
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geological time. These calculations indicate that the temp-
eratures would drop below freezing for very long periods
of time — 40 days and 40 nights at least in many cases,
and in some of the calculations for years. The light levels
would go down to something like one percent of ambient
averaae over the northern mid-latitude target zone.
ned assaults of nuclear
¢ of nuclear winter, tha
1edical care, the large
quent challenge to tha
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nuclear war posits a
suddenly, nations that
5 war out find that they
single nuclear weapon
lamny i uien werrory, winiout any nastilities happening in
their vicinity. Indonesia, say, or Nigeria, or Brazil, could be
utterly wiped out by the destruction of agriculture, the cold,
the dark, the disease, the radiation sickness, without any
hostilities on their territories. So suddenly we find that we’re
all in this together. Suddenly it’s not just the United States
and the Soviet Union and Britain, France and China, to men-
tion the five nuclear powers that have the ability to generate
nuclear winter, but everybody. This is why just a year ago,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations asked, ‘‘By
what right do the United States and the Soviet Union decide
the fate of the human species?’’ A good question, one well
worth contemplating . . . .
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arter the “"Law of the Land’’ was delivered to these midwives
by the king of Egypt? ‘“The midwives feared (revered) G-d,
and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them.”
Within a mere three verses of Torah, we are taught the
essence of an action that we term today ‘‘Civil Disobedi-
ence”. When the law of the land goers against a Higher
| aw wa ara rallad iinAan tA AicAahary +l-|E, |aw ﬂr thE land while
ah and Puah, the two
1at they believed to be
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over” was the night of
LI LEHUT pIayus, s w sat a tuasuidMb, unleavened bread
and bitter herbs, our loins girded, feet shod, staffs in
hands—in haste . . . . Exodus, Chapter 12.

In a time of uncontrolled nuclear build up, there is good
reason to reenact a tense meal, eaten under the shadow of
the angel of death, to point out connections and contrasts
between ancient and modern slavery (modern pharaohs of
the military/industrial complex) and to surround ourselves
with and take into our bodies substances symbolic of our
physical and spiritual need for peace and rejection of war.

Killing the lamb, using its blood to mark the doorposts,
eating its flesh at a special meal may be seen as an ancient
peace ritual —further purified and transformed in our own
day tc
was p
story «
stitute
sage i
betwe
selves
exodu
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Values Exercises: Choices
By Judy Gordon

Begin with a discussion with students: Put yourself in the
position of a Hebrew family in Egypt. You have been com-
manded by Moses to put blood on your doorposts as a sign
of your willingness to be included in the Exodus. What kinds
of thoughts would be going through your head as you and
your family decide whether or not to leave? (Solicit ques-
tions from the students.)

Questions the students might ask: Do | really want to go?
I5 it 50 bad here, after all? What is it going to be like there?
Can we really escap
Egyptians do to us?

Can we trust ina G
friends and their fam
to go ahead with it?

Once you have elic
participants bring out
fronted with a decisic
quo, making a choice
stand in the way — fa:
rastination, feeling hi
participants categori
with under three |
Helplessnass. The He
these doubts but the
to change the status
What are the qualities
1) VISION: A clear pi
conviction that thing ) B
enough trust in yourself, in your vision and in God to feel
capable of achieving your goal. 3) ACTION: Not merely hav-
ing a vision of what might be and trusting in that vision but
also taking the steps necessary to bring the change about.
The Hebrews had the vision of the injustice of slavery and
of the hope of the promised land. They had the trust in God
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