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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

April 30, 1991
16 Ivar 5751

Mr. Arthur Waskow
Executive Director
The Shalom Center

7318 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, Pa 19119

Dear Arthur:

Unfortunately, due to budgetary constraints, I am
unable to send an additional subvention to the Shalom
Center. I truly regret this, however, the UAHC fiscal
year budget provides a given amount of funding for
outside organizations and at this time, no matter how
worthy the cause, we are unable to provide additional
gifts.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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JEWISh PERSPECTIVES ON MOVING

FROM cow WAR TO ONE eaqz)‘/rh

April 1991

Dear Board Members,

I'm writing to alert you to a financial emergency
we are facing and to ask your help in dealing with it.

After paying necessary bills for April (payroll,
telephone, etc.) we will have about $1,000 in the bank
and about $6,000 in bills that are not absolutely urgent
and of course, payroll and other bills coming due at
the end of May and June.

During the next eight weeks, several foundations
to which we have submitted proposals will be making
decisions that we expect to be favorable -- but when
those grants will become available is not certain.

S50 we need to railse enough money to cover costs
for May and June -- a total of about $20,000.

The Board’ s new Finance/Development Committee met
with Rebecca and me last week. On the spot its three
members contributed $1350 in cash and immediate pledges,
and pledged an additicnal $650 over the next several
months. We reviewed the situation, and they said that
our closest co-workers and supporters are the people we
must approach in order to meet this emergency. They
suggested that Viki and I together make some of these
calls, and we are meeting this afternoon to do so.

They also said that you, the members of our Board
and Council, are our most important resource. They
rointed out that if each member takes responsibility to
give or raise $1,000, we will get over this hump in good
shape. So I am writing to ask you to respond in this
emergency by adopting this $1,000 goal for yourself and
seeking to meet it in two ways:

1) Giving now what part of it you can;

2) Calling your friends who care about the arms

contrcl and environmental issues that are our

agenda, or who will care if you ask them to,
asking them to give the remainder.

and

We will be in to

i

h with you.

hanks & shalom,

H"Ve‘* /"“

7318 CERMANTOWN AVENUE, philavelphia, pa 19119-17900 (215) 247-9700 @



July 16, 1990
23 Tammuz 5750

Mr. Arthur Waskow
Executive Director
The Shalom Center

7318 Germantown Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19119-1790

Dear Arthur:

I am just back from overseas, and was delighted to see
your letter of June 9th and the plans for your
conference on "Renewing Shalom: Jewish Thought and
Action for Moving from the Cold War to One Earth."
Much to my regret, my schedule is already booked for
the period of your conference and it is simply not
possible for me to be with you.

From afar, I send my very warm good wishes for a
successful and meaningful conference.

Warm regards.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



June 28, 1990
5 Tammuz 5750

Arthur Waskow, Executive Director
The Shalom Center

7318 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1790

Dear Arthur:

Your invitation for Alex to address the Shalom Center’s
conference in January reached us during his absence. Be
assured it will be brought to his attention on his return in
mid-July.

Warm regards.

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President
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JeEWish PERSPECTIVES ON MOVING
FROM COLD WAR TO ONE €apRTh

Dear Alex,

I would like to invite you to speak at The
Shalom Center s conference on "Renewing Shalom:
Jewish Thought and Action for Moving from the Cold
War to One Earth.”

The Conference will be held at Columbia
University on Sunday and Monday, January 6-7, 1991.
It is being co-sponsored by the Columbia University
Center for Study of American Culture.

We 'd like to have vou make a thirty-minute
presentation on the topic, "Completing the End of
the Cold War," including new common-security
arrangements. You will be joined by two other
speakers in conducting this workshop for, we
imagine, about one hundred people.

The Renewing Shalom Conference will be an
extraordinary opportunity to discuss, debate and,
hopefully, determine ways that the American Jewish
community can work in coalition with other groups on
issues of global disarmament, economic conversiocn,
global environmental issues, and common security
issues affecting the US, the USSR and Israel.

You-ll find enclosed a brief description of
the Conference and its context in The Shalom
Center s work. I welcome your comments!

I look forward to hearing from you.

ur Waskow

7318 GERMANTOWN AVENUE, philabelphia, pa 19119-1700 (215) 247-9700
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JEWISh PERSPECTIVES ON MOVING
FROM COLD WAR TO ONE €aprTth

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -- "RENEWING SHALOM"

attention

on moving

The Shalom Center intends to focus the
action of the American Jewish community

from the Cold War to One Earth.
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We will carry out a two-stage process:

(1) developing, sharing, and winning support for a
practical vision and action plan for moving from
the Cold War to One Earth through a national/
international conference of Jewish thinkers,
teachers, rabbis, activists, and communal leaders
on January 6-7, 1991, at Columbia University, with
the Columbia Center for the Study of American
Culture as co-sponsors and

>

(2) carrying through the action plan by undertaking
a 22-month organizing project in support of the
most important goals that emerge from the
conference discussions, in cooperation with both
Jewish-mainstream and Jewish-renewal groups and in
coalition with non-Jewish groups, culminating in
Sukkat Shalom 1992 just before the November general
election.

There are four streams of issues to be examined at
conference --

o completing the end of the Cold War and pursuing
common security and mutual disarmament among the
United States, the Soviet Union, Germany, and the
rest of Europe:

o redirecting the vast resources (e.g. the U.S.
military budget) that have been devoted to the Cold
War and the arms race to the service of shalom, and
suggesting how Jewish tradition and experience
might counsel on setting priorities in these
choices;

o drawing on the sense of planetary concern that
grew out of the period of Cold War and intense fear
of nuclear holocaust, to strengthen institutions of
"planetary security" -- especially international
and transnational efforts (East-West and
North-South) for healing the global environment and
meeting the danger of devastating wars, famines,
and epidemics;

- o reshaping theirelationships among the great

7318 GERMANTOWN AVENUE, philapelphia, pa 10110-1700 (215) 247-9700
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Jewish communities of the Soviet Union, North
America, and Israel in response to the changes
emerging from the end of the Cold War and the
upheavals in Soviet politics and society.

The American Jewish community brings to American
society two valuable gifts: (1) wisdom about society
and the earth that stems from ancient tradition and
modern thoughts (2) more influence in American politics
than its sheer numbers would indicate. Whether that
influence is used to support social change or social
inertia has a major effect on America and the world in
general -- and therefore, effort expended to encourage
new vision in the Jewish community brings an unusually
high return for the effort expended.

The process of bringing Jewish wisdom to bear on
the vision of change at this moment of human history
will begin before the conference, with the drafting of a
visibn—-action statement by an advance committee. That
statement will be made available to the confereas so
that it, together with the talks that will be presented
by speakers, can help focus the discussions.

After each major panel and workshop period at the
conference, small groups will meet to discuss the
presentations. These groups will continue throughout the
conference with the same members, so that participants
will be able to carry on a sustained conversation about
the issues.

What emerges from the conference will then be
published to stimulate further thought in and beyond the
Jewish community. Proposals for action will be refined
into a plan for effective organizing, to be carried out
by The Shalom Center along with other national Jewish
organizations and local coalitions and committees.

Confirmed Keynote Speakers:

Hon. Philip M. Klutznick
Betty Friedan

Esther M. Broner

Michael Lerner

.ol



In order to have a clear idea of your session needs, please
complete the following form and return it to The Shalom Center.

If your needs change during the next few months, please notify us.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: (d) (e)

I would like to focus on :

I prefer to speak on (rank times according to preference, 1
being your strongest preference) :**

Sunday afternoon
Monday morning
Monday afternoon

List any special needs for your presentation (i.e. AV, special
seating arrangements, etc.):

**Please note that we may not be able to honor your preferred
time request, but we will try to honor as many requests as
possible.

anli
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CHURCH ROAD and GREENWOOD AVENUE
WYNCOTE, PENNSYLVANIA 19095

F, i (215) 576-0800
/ fiy?éx e /4aff
AV A g" September 18, 1989 B
O (o 18 Elul, 5749

Dr. Alexander M. Schindler U\
President v4 \
Union of American Hebrew Congregations LA
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021 & e

Dear Dr. Schindler: o Ve

I am in receipt of your letter of September 6 regarding the
dismissal of Dr. Arthur Waskow.

I am in sympathy with many of the issues you raise. I, too,
believe that a strong Jewish community must have varying views
and should allow dissent. I assure you that RRC remains a
place where a wide spectrum of views is represented and where
discussion on all issues, including the delicate question of
peace in the Middle East, is always welcome.

I enclose for your information a couple of my own articles on
that subject. My own most recent effort in this regard has
been censored by the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent which con-
sidered it too controversial for publication.

I also enclose a brief statement with which Arthur Waskow and
the College have agreed to conclude this matter. The decision
not to reappoint Dr. Waskow to our faculty was a difficult and
painful one for all concerned. Dean Jacob Staub and I have
great respect for Dr. Waskow, but had come to feel over a long
period of time that we could not allow the name of this college
to be publicly associated with statements that did not reflect
the College's point of view and with a rhetorical tone that was
found by many to be offensive. The decision to end the associ-
ation between RRC and Dr. Waskow was made by Dr. Staub and
myself in view of our estimate of the best interests of the
College. It is true that members of the College's Board of
Governors, acting in concern for the College's welfare, ex-
pressed grave concern to us over Dr. Waskow's association with
RRC. Those pressures led us to move forward with a difficult
decision that we might otherwise have postponed for a while,

LI
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but that we knew to be inevitable. I regret that in our initial
presentation of this decision both to Dr. Waskow and to others,
we chose to overemphasize the role of those pressures in this
difficult decision. This gave some the false impression that
financial concerns alone dictated our decision. That was not
the case in this instance, nor will it be in any future decision
regarding the academic program of RRC. Let me assure you that
this college remains committed both to academic freedom and to
being a place where diversity of views is respected and
encouraged.

Of course, you know that we are a small and struggling institu-
tion supported by too narrow a group of loyal friends for our
own good. We are constantly struggling to expand that circle.
Perhaps that need makes it more difficult for us to bear con-
troversy than would ideally be the case. Your letter makes me
wonder whether HUC/ JIR, a much stronger and more established
institution, might not be interested in having Dr. Waskow on its
faculty. I assure you that he was a creative teacher and dis-
charged his academic duties responsibly. Perhaps you would want
to call this matter to the attention of the appropriate Dean at
the New York school.

Sincere good wishes to you and yours for the new ygar. I do
hope we shall have occasion to meet sometime soon.

AG:eg
Enc.
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CHURCH ROAD and GREENWOOD AVENUE
WYNCOTE, PENNSYLVANIA 18095
(216) 576-0800

September 13,1989
13 Elul, 5749

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

There has been a dispute between RRC and Dr. Arthur Waskow, who
for seven years had been a part-time teacher and member of its
Regular Faculty. This dispute has now been resolved. This
statement is issued by the College as part of the resolution of

that dispute.

Dr. Waskow has been a deeply involved and creative member of the
College faculty. He has been a successful teacher, and his
presence at the College contributed significantly to the thinking
of colleagues, students, and alumni.

The College sees itself at the forefront of creative thinking
about many issues of Jewish concern, including issues involving
Israel. Of the many vital issues on the Jewish agenda, none is
more urgently in need of solution than the search for peace in
the Middle East. RRC encourages open dialogue throughout the
Jewish community on that issue, and welcomes discussion and
debate by members of the RRC community about how to satisfy the
legitimate needs of Israel, including its need for a just peace.

The Reconstructionist movement has long been proud of its
heritage of diversity of views and its commitment to freedom of
thought. The College does not determine who or what expressions
are inside the wide spectrum of opinion within the Reconstruc-
tionist movement. Dr. Waskow's statements on the Middle East are
favored by some in the movement and opposed by others. This
indicates that as a matter of fact his views are within the broad
range of opinions that Reconstructionists hold.

This understanding supercedes prior pronouncements by College
officials concerning this matter.

The College and Dr. Waskow have concluded their dispute on
mutually acceptable terms. The College wishes Dr. Waskow we}l as
he makes independent arrangements to carry forward his teaching

and work for Jewish renewal.

Dr. Arthur Green
President

AG:eg



OP-ED

JEWISH EXPONENT

Can we relate
to our brothers
in homelessness?

THE RABBI’S TURN

By RABBI ARTHUR GREEN
) Special to the Exponent

There -are times in history when a people engages in a
struggle for its soul, a battle over national self-definition that
may affect the course of that people’s history for many
generations. Such a moment existed in France on the eve of
revolution, in the United States in the era of the Civil War, in
Russia in 1917. Such a struggle is taking place within the Jewish
people, both in Israel and throughout the world, in our own
time.

Decisions regarding relations between the Israeli/Jewish and
the Palestinian/Arab peoples, steps taken or not taken in the
next few years, will determine this ancient people’s role in
future history, severely testing the moral strength of a nation
known more than any other for the great moral vision it has
given to humanity.

Jewish history is divisible broadly into three parts: the history
of ancient Israel, a small but proud nation living in its land; two
millennia of exile and wandering, with national creativity
limited mostly to the spiritual and literary realms; and the
return to Zion, beginning in 1896 with Theodor Herzl or in 1948
with the proclamation of the state, depending on how you
count. In the millennia in which this nation counts history, we
are still at the very dawn of our third age.

The first period in Jewish history gave the world the Hebrew

Bible. The Scripture bore with it the call to a single God who, in_

the vision of Israel’s prophets, was able to transcend the need
for sacrifice and appeasement and was worshiped by acts of
human kindness, by moral living and by the creation of a just
society ruled by law. It was this moral vision of Isaiah and
Jeremiah, along with the religious passion of the Psalmists and
the noble legalism of Deuteronomy, that made Israel a great
nation.

The gift of ancient Israel to human civilization, including the
spawning of Chrisitianity, is truly without measure. For those
of us who affirm either Judaism or Christianity, Israel was the
bearer of a divine gift, one that has ultimate meaning in human

* history. '

What is it about the second era of Jewish history that we have
to share? What can others learn from the 2,000 years of Jewish
persecution, wandering and exile? Perhaps it is just that: The
experience of exile and homelessness is what we have to offer
the world.

The Jews were the first people, at least in the Western
experience, to survive a seemingly endless history of homeless-
ness while preserving their identity, their faith and culture and
their dream of returning home. This experience of uprootedness
is now something common to vast portions of the world's
population.

I think first of such relatively “‘old’* diasporas as those of the
Armenians, the Greeks and the Chinese. To these we may add
Pakistanis in Britain, Turks in Germany, Hispanics in the
United States. Then, too, we may think of millions of
dislocated villagers, especially in the Third World, living in
shanty towns on the edges of great cities to which they remain
cultural, and often even linguisitic, strangers.

All of these are uprooted from their homeland, as we were,
anxious to preserve memory, to re-create roots, to combine
adjustment to the present with loyalty to the past. What do we
have to teach them? Can we share with them the way of Torah,
the way a land and temple-centered civilization was trans-
formed into one of learning, tradition and celebration of sacred
time, one that can be carried with you each time you are
expelled and forced to wander farther?

This is the question facing the Jewish people today: Now that
we have land again, are we willing to share our experience in
homelessness?

For those of us who see history as a source of meaning, surely

RABBI

from page 27

" great post-colonial upheaval when

homelessness becomes an  almost
universal part of the human condi-
tion. The return to Israel is a gift of
our history that should enable us to
take a role as elder brothers to the
fraternity of the homeless.

This land should offer us the
security to teach, to share our experi-
ence with others. But since the task
was too great (even God, after all,
chose to work just with Abraham,
having failed at converting ‘‘all
humanity’’), we have been given an
additional gift: a homeless people,
the Palestinians, at our very gates,
rendered homeless, whatever the
details, by our own return.

What are we going to do about
them? Will we allow ourselves to call
them brothers? Will we see some-
thing familiar in their wretched
homelessness? Can we, the world’s
longest-standing refugees, fail to see
in their camps something of our own
experience?

This is the challenge that faces us
Jews today, the struggle that
threatens to tear our soul in two. We
are, to be sure, a deeply wounded

it can be no empty coincidence that the Jewish people’s third

age and recovery of homeland begins in the same decade of

people. The memories of Poland and
Yemen, of the gas chambers and of
endless wandering itself, remain raw
and bitter.

We were betrayed and murdered
by a modern and enlightened nation
that we had once trusted. We were
betrayed by liberals, by Christians,
and by former good neighbors who
did not care enough when Jewish
blood began to flow.

Now that this homeless era is
somehow ended, some among us
want to return the ‘“‘favor,” to turn
our backs on others and on the
memory of homelessness itself, just
as the world turned its back on us. A
bare 40 years, after all, have passed
since that terrible time, and the
generation of the wilderness is still
very much with us.

For these Jews, who include Begin,
Shamir and Sharon as well as Ka-
hane, the message of Jewish suffer-
ing, and especially of the Holocaust,
is that of Jewish uniqueness and
isolation. We are, in Scripture’s
words, ‘‘a people that dwells alone."’
There is no universal moral in our
tale, nothing in our experience to be
shared. ‘“Look out for your own!"’ is
the final message of these last two
millennia of Jewish suffering and

. stand before a test, one that demands

FEBRUARY 26, 1988

survival. L
But let us make no mistake. We 4
are being tested. Call it a test of God
or that of history, whichever you like
— the outcome is the same. Each 3
rock thrown and each shot fired on -
the West Bank and in Gaza bear with
them a question that goes right to our
heart: Are we willing to admit that
they are homeless as we once were? Is
our legacy of homelessness some-
thing we are willing to share with -3
others, or will it continue to insulate,
and ultimately isolate,-us from the }
rest of the human community? 1
It is not the purpose of this writing #
to suggest a particular political settle- ]
ment to the Palestinian question. ,§
That is the task of statesmen, not
theologians, and belongs rightly to :3
Isracl, not to Jews living in the safety § |
of the Western Diaspora. o
Both the Palestinians themselves v¢
and their Arab kinfolk have made *
the problem infinitely more difficult 3
than it had to be. The Palestine i
Liberation Organization gives no ,l
sign of readiness for brotherly em- 3
brace even with other Arabs, let
alone with us.
I do not pretend to know how to
act in brotherly fashion toward such
an enemy. I know only of us, that we

O B R

that we do all in our power to seck a 1;
solution that will be born of compas-'":
sion, of shared humanity, and of the 5"
shared legacy of homelessness. - =%
The compassion and magnanimity _
with which we approach the reality...»
of Palestinian homelessness is the .;
touchstone by which the world will
know whether we seck to retain a_
claim on moral leadership or whether
we are turned entirely in on our-
selves. -
Until we have leaders who can 5
articulate such a solution, the ques-
tion that faces us will continue to eat |
away daily at our heart — with each
rock thrown, with each bullet fired.
n

““The Rabbi’s Turn," a new column that will appear every
other week, will be shared by four area rabbis representing

Orthodox,

Conservative,

Reform and - Reconstructionist

viewpoints. Rabbi Arthur Green is president of the Reconstruc-
tionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia.
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JEWISH EXPONENT

OP-ED

Helping a beloved brother in difficulty to help himself

THE RABBI’S TURN

RABBI ARTHUR GREEN

Dear Bintel Brief: :

I have a dear friend who is in trouble.
No, why shouldn’t I tell you the truth: He’s
more than a friend, a brother. He has ““let
himself go”” for more than 20 years now,
subject to an addiction that he can no
longer shake, at least not without an
awfully hard push.

With half his mind he knows that, and is waiting for
someone to force the issue. This part of him knows that he is
holding on as long as he can to the “‘comforts’’ of his addicted
state, knowing that eventually he will have to give it up. But
the other part of him seems to be fully drugged, thinking that
he can live this way forever.

If it ever crosses this part of his mind that such a life is one
of dangerous and self-destructive illusion, he quickly dismis-
ses that thought by saying, ‘I have no alternative,’’ since the
]i)dea of “‘cold turkey”” withdrawal is just more than he can

ear.

Our family must be just like other families in situations like
this. At first we were horrified, feeling that our brother had
changed in a shocking way. We remembered him as a
struggling and brave young man, one whose.idealism was an
inspiration not only to us but to everyone around him. Now he
sometimes seems to be turning into an angry person,
frustrated and generally out of control. He gets defensive in
ways we do not remember from the early days. Increasingly
_isolated from those around him (sometimes through no fault
of his own), he begins to lash out at the slightest critical word.

But the truth is that we have gotten used to it. Family is
family, after all. We continued to visit and enjoy our stays
with him, preferring to ignore the problems while we were
there. He has a beautiful home with lots of room for guests,
and he’s always been a terrific host to us and all our friends.
We especially like to go for the Jewish holidays.

I guess I should say something more to you about the natﬁre

of my brother’s problem. We are survivors, you see, and have
been through an awful lot. We both want to make new lives
for ourselves, and both seemed to do pretty well. But his path

was always the harder one. He had enemies, and he had to
become a fighter.

| thir}k he didn’t know how to handle being a tough guy —
something for which we had never been trained — and he
started to become consumed by that image. Eventually he won

some tough battles, but the victories just didn’t work out.
Now he’s become addicted to holding onto his winnings, to
never letting go, and it hasn’t made him a nicer person, as you
can imagine.

His old enemies seem to be tired and wanting to change
things, but that addicted part of him just can’t deal with the
idea of compromise. His addiction, you see, is not to drugs or
to alcohol, God forbid, but to land (we never even owned real
estate in the old country!) and power. He just doesn’t seem to
know how to let go any more.

For the past couple of years, we haven’t gone to see my
brother. We make like we’ve been busy and just haven’t
gotten around to it, but that’s not the whole truth. There have
been some problems in his neighborhood, you see, and we
don’t quite know what to do about it. Something about kids
throwing rocks, and it looks pretty serious.

That beautiful home of his happens to be located in a pretty
rough neighborhood, and his relations with those neighbors
are quite awful. We used to believe it was just because his
neighbors were nasty people, anti-Semites who never wanted
him there in the first place. I’m sure that was true and still is a
big part of the problem. But by now, we’re beginning to see
that part of the problem is caused by him and his attitude as
well. Their nastiness just made him hostile, and he never got

to know them very well.

I’ve just gotten a call from my
brother. He’s asked me to come visit
him. I responded to his call with
excitement, hoping that this was the
opening I’ve been waiting for, the
chance to bring him to his senses and
get him started on the long and
painful road to recovery. But now he
adds something else before the call is
over.

“Come,”” he says, ‘‘I need to see
you, and I need your support. But
there is one condition to your visit.
Please don’t criticize. Don’t tell me
what to do. Don’t bother me with

your treatment programs. I just want

_ to know that you love me the way 1

am.”” And if I am going to speak up,
he tells me, he’d rather I not come.
I need your advice, and that of
your intelligent readers. The fact is
that 1 do love my brother and want
more than anything to help him. I
know that he needs me, and that
should be enough to make me go
without question. But to just go and
say nothing? That doesn’t seem
right, either. I want to help him, not
just support his illusion. I can’t go
and pretend that he has no problems,
but I can’t just stay home and ignore

i

him either. Please tell me what I
should do.

Yours sincerely,

A troubled brother

Dear Troubled:

Your situation is not an easy one.
It is clear that you love your brother,
and it is clear that you have to help
him. By all means go, go with God’s
blessing! But don’t feel you have to
accept his conditions. Once you_are
there, try to find a way to talk some
sense to him. Do it in a way he can
hear, and don’t threaten him. He
does need you, but he needs you to
help him get out of this situation, not
Jjust to support him in it.

This task will not be a quick or
easy one, and you will have to' stick
close by him for a long-time, and
without pronouncing judgments. But
you may be his only hope, and you
cannot abandon him. We wish you
well on your journey! |

Rabbi Arthur Green is president of the Reconstructionist

Rabbinical College in Wyncote.



September 6, 1989
6 Elul 5749

Dr. Arthur CGreen, President
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Church Road and Greenwood Avenue
Wyncote, PA 19095

Dear Arthur:

It is with a heavy hear that I must write to convey my great
distress on learning that Arthur Waskow has been severed

from the faculty of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College.
Your institution is one which has been associated with firee-

dom of expression and a liberal view, one which would not be
denied in the pursuit of financial support of the College.

I am upset to know that due to pressure from a few major con-
tributors a major figure in the ongoing fight for social justice
and the pursuit of peace has been summarily dismissed,

While I certainly do not always fully agree with Dr. Waskow's
views or his approach, I applaud his deep concern and commit-
ment to ideals which I hold near and dear, ideals which the
Reform movement affirms: freedom of speech, academic freedom,
peace and plenty for all humankind and the right of dissent.

I firmly believe that it would be ufifortunate for Israel and

for world Jewry were we to speak with but one view on matters
taking place in Israel. It would be a sad day in Jewish history
wvere we to muzzle differing opinions, even on so delicate and
problematic a discussion as the rights of Palestiniamnes

A stonng Jewish community must have varying views. A strong
Jewish community must allow dissent. A strong Jewish community
can simply not permit the financial might ef a few jeopardize
the sacred ideals our people have always pursued.

It is my fond hope the dismissal of Dr. Arthur Waskow will be
reconsidered. The Reconstructionist College has done itself
a grave disservice which I hope wan be amended.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Sg§hindler



Daniel G. Cedarbaum
1574 Ashland Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

August 18, 1989

Dr. Arthur Green

President

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Church Road and Greenwood Avenue
Wyncote, PA 19095

Dear Dr. Green:

I am writing to express my serious concerns about the
firing of Dr. Arthur Waskow from the Taculty of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. I believe that the
decision to fire Dr. Waskow was wrong and that his firing
threatens to do serious harm to the College, and to the
Reconstructionist movement as a whole, on a least three different
levels. Nevertheless, I am hesitant to criticize you personally,
since my impression is that you sincerely believe that you had no
alternative but to fire Dr. Waskow in light of the enormous
pressures that were brought to bear on you by cértain major

finangigl’supporters‘gprhgﬁgp;lgge. This letter might better
have been directed to them, and perhaps you will share it with
them. I emphasize that I am writing not in my capacity as the
chairperson of FRCH's Social Action Committee, but solely as an
individual member of a Reconstructionist congregation and as a
proud supporter (financial and otherwise) of the College and of

the Reconstructionist movement.

On one level, not having Dr. Waskow on the faculty of
the College will itself be a blow to the College and to the
Reconstructionist movement. As you know, I am by no means alone
in believing that he is one of the most creative and energetic
thinkers associated with our movement. While I certainly do not
always agree with his views, they never f4il to interest and to
challenge me. In particular, I believe that Dr. Waskow's
reforging of the bonds between traditional Jewish spirituality
and the day-to-day battle for social justice is of seminal
importance and is (or ought to be) at the core of what
Reconstructionmism is all about. His writings are widely known
and widely respected, and I am proud that Dr. Waskow, a
Reconstructionist, is the best known (and sometimes the only



Dr. Arthur Green
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known) voice of organized Judaism in various progressive
political circles. I am proud to see his name associated with
the College in Tikkun magazine and in the various other serious
periodicals with which he is affiliated and for which he writes.

On _a second level, Dr. Waskow's firing undermines our
commitment to freedom Of expression and in particular to academic

freedom, a commitment that is among the thﬁésf‘values*Of“both of
our two civilizations. —While T believe that academic freedom
should not be unlimited, and while I~ am sympathetic to the
argument that somewhat greater constraints may properly be placed
on academic freedom in a seminary than in a secular university (I
can certainly understand prohibiting the advocacy of idol
worship), nothing that Dr. Waskow has said or written seems to me
to_be outside of the bounds of what ought to be fhlIy protected

expreSSLOn

I will concede that advocacy of the destruction of the
State of Israel could be grounds for dismissal from the College's
faculty. Having said that, however, I know of no sensible person
who believes that Dr. Waskow'’'s views on current Israeli policy
toward the Palestinians are motivated by anything other than a
sincere love for Israel and a desire to see Israel prosper as a
Jewish state in the truest sense of the term, living up to the
highest—vatues of Judaism. Of course, Dr. Waskow’'s views on this
most vexing of subjects (which, by the way, I believe to be quite
similar to yours) may simply be incorrect or even seriously
misguided. His intellectually honest critics must, however,
concede that the same can be said of their views. As many people
have strenuously argued, one can have no love for the Palestinian
people or their cause and still believe that current Israeli
policy is so bad (and in so many ways) that criticism of that
policy, even very harsh criticism, will serve to promote Israel's
self-interest (however narrowly defined) in the long term.
Certainly, when enormously respected, "mainstream” Zionists like
Philip Klutznick publicly express agreement with Dr. Waskow's
views, and appear not to be troubled by the strong language in
which he couches them, arguing that Dr. Waskow has somehow ranged
beyond the limits of permissible discourse seems untenable.
While support for the existence of Israel may well be among the
"sancta” of our tradition that must be accepted by anyone who
wishes to hold a position on the faculty of the College, I would
consider it virtually sacrilegious to include within that notion
support for any particular policy of any particular Israeli

government.
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Nor does the fact that Dr. Waskow may have received
several warnings to tone down his rhetoric regarding Israel
strike me as relevant. As a matter of principle and not simply
of his self-interest, I would not expect Dr. Waskow to accede to
a coerced form of self-censorship where (if one accepts my
argument) no form of censorship was acceptable. Though Dr.
Waskow may have had adequate notice of the charges against him
and of the consequences of his failing to change his behavior, a
man of principle in his position, firmly believing in the
correctness of his views on this most pressing and important
issue confronting the Jewish community, could hardly have given
in without viewing himself as a coward.

A third level on which Dr. Waskow's firing is
deleterious to the College and to the Reconstructionist movement
concerns the power of major financial supporters of the College
to dictate academic policy and effectively to punish those with
whose views they disagree. While we should do our best not to
offend those whose generous financial contributions make the
College’'s work possible, in an ideal world we would not, of
course, cater to their every whim, particularly where satisfying
the donors means acting in a manner detrimental to the College's
best interests.

Of course, we do not live in such an ideal world, and
that is why, as I suggested above, I am hesitant to criticize
your actions in the context of the dilemma with which you were
apparently confronted: the choice of either firing Dr. Waskow or
seeing the College deprived of needed financial support. What is
disgraceful, in my view, is that such pressures were brought to
bear on you. I can offer no simple solutions to this problem; I
can only hope that the financial supporters involved can be
persuaded, by what I consider powerful arguments, that the
position that they have taken with regard to Dr. Waskow is
harmful to the College and to the Reconstructionist movement.

As the philosopher and art critic Arthur Danto has
pointed out with regard to the current controversy over federal
support for the arts, one should carefully distinguish between
the personal likes and dislikes of the individual who pays taxes
and the values of the taxpayers as a group. Danto persuasively
argues that the overriding interest of the latter ought to be in
assuring the broadest possible freedom of expression. Similarly,
I can only hope that the major financial supporters of the
College will come to be able to separate their personal likes and
dislikes from their higher interest in assuring that the broadest



br. Arthur Green
August 18, 1989
Page 4

possible range of serious and responsible scholarship and
teaching is conducted at the College.

I am grateful that the leaders of the Jewish
Theological Seminary resisted what at times must have been
enormous pressures to dismiss Dr. Kaplan from their faculty.
Certainly, Dr. Kaplan’'s religious philosophy must have been even
more distasteful to many important supporters of JTS than Dr.
Waskow’'s views on Israel (and other matters) are to certain
supporters of the College. JTS's moral strength and support for
academic freedom should stand as a shining example for us, Dr.
Kaplan’s intellectual heirs.

We live in a time in which, even in the United States,
freedom of expression is all too often threatened from many
sides. I would hope that the College and the Reconstructionist
movement would take the lead in attempting to keep the torch of
liberty and of reason burning brightly and in convincing those
for whom censorship seems all too convenient and attractive that
far greater than the harm that can be inflicted by almost any
idea is the harm that is inflicted by suppressing ideas.

Thank you for considering my views. I realize that you
have not yet had an opportunity to give a full account, from your
perspective, of the events surrounding Dr. Waskow’'s firing. I
have the highest respect for your intelligence and judgment, and
I assure you that I will give careful and open-minded
consideration to such an account. I look forward to an ongoing
discussion of these matters.

B’'shalom,

o bena wé‘tuk}/\

cc: Dr. Arthur Waskow ‘/
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Arthur Green Q\”/ﬂ‘
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College *ﬁ‘
Church Road and Greenwood Avenue &
Wyncote, PA 19095 Qw~ 6\"
Dear Art: kwy\,#"‘ %

I want first to review my understanding of what
happened, and then to let you know where I stand.

You agreed last night when we spoke that the

189 Mariborough Streef ©1 1OWiNng is an accurate summary of the reality:
Boston, Masadhusers FOor some time, you have been wanting to let

02116

Waskow go. You had no particular timetable for
doing that. When a trustee--and then three
trustees--urged you, for what were apparently
both political and public relations reasons, to
dismiss him, you used that as the occasion to
accelerate your timetable. You then used that as
the alibi for dismissing him. In other words,
instead of sharing with Waskow the reasons for
your own dissatisfaction with him, you cited

trustee pressure as the reason. 2

As to the appearance of the thing, it looks like
a straightforward knuckling under to board
pressure.

The irony, of course, is that given Waskow’s
status at the college--part-time, adjunct--you
needed no “"cover” to fire him. But the deed is
done.

It was and remains an unacceptable deed. The
reasons you cited for Art’s dismissal are a
fundamental violation of the most rudimentary
principles of academic freedom. They cannot be
permitted to stand--nor, under the circumstances,
can his dismissal.

You have told me that you intend to raise the
matter at the September board meeting. While
there is a very real issue regarding the
propriety of asking the board to consider what is
properly outside the scope of board
responsibility, the case at hand is now so messy
that it seems to me it must come before the
board. The question is the manner in which it

comes there.
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I believe that you should immediately communicate your
feelings to the members of the board, indicating to them
that upon reflection, you recognize that a terrible
mistake was made, and that it is your intention both to
rescind the dismissal and to propose procedures to insure
that such things will not happen again. I believe,
further, that you should inform the board that you will
seek its endorsement of your offer to Art to re-join the
faculty.

I cannot and would not tell you what I think you should

do if the board fails to give you that endorsement. I

can tell you what I would feel compelled to do. I would '
feel compelled to resign from the board and to withdraw

as an honoree at the dinner.

Now, it seems to me that there is a decent chance the
board will in fact refuse to endorse your decision, or,
for that matter, that you will be unwilling to go so far
as to offer to re-hire Art. For that reason, I think you
should drop me from the dinner now, since it will be much
easier to do that than it will be to have me quit in
September. I leave the decision on that to you, but note
that to keep me on is to take a serious risk.

As to the question of my board membership, I will stay on
the board through the September meeting, but, obviously,
will resign if the board fails to repair the error that
has been committed.

I am sorry, as you know, that the matter has come to this
pass, and I am especially sorry to sound as if I am
giving you an ultimatum. But I am in an awkward
position, as I am sure you will appreciate. I cannot, in
conscience, accept an honor from an academic institution
that violates the most elementary norms of the academy.
My regard for the purposes of the institution leads me to
hope that now that its violation has been called to its
attention by a number of people, it will act to remedy
the problem. If it chooses to, then I will continue to
make such contribution as I am able to its welfare. If
it does not, I will, with regret, quit. And, as I said,
since there is a decent chance it will not, your wisest
course is, I believe, to disinvite me now.

Sincerely,

Leonard Fein

cc: Members of the Board, Arthur Waskow



June 19, 1989
16 Sivan 5749

Arthur Waskow

Executive Director

The Shalom Center

7318 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1790

Dear Arthur:
Enclosed, my address at the recent Shalom Center Brit Ha-

Dorot Peace Award. I regret the delay in getting this to
you and trust it has not inconvenienced you in any way.

Warm regards and thanks for all your efforts.

Sincerely,

‘Alexander M. Schindler

Enecl.



April 27, 1989
22 Nisan 5749

Mr. Melvin Merians
10 Bonnie Briar Lane
Larchmont, NY 10538

Dear Mel:

Judging by the tone of your reference to the Shalom Center dinner, I

inferred that pressures had been put pn you to make a monetary gift.

I checked with others and I find that this is indeed so, and that the
giving of this award has been used to put 1ike pressure on others in

our leadership circle.

I feel abused. As you can see by the copy of the letter enclosed, in
proffering me this award, Waskow made no mention whatsoever of the

fact that the May 31st affair is a fund-raiser, period, and that I am
merely the fly-paper dangled to attract dollars. VYes, the cause is
worthy, but common decency demanded that I be given the facts so that I
I could make a choice based on them and not delusion.

If I sound angrg, I am -- mostly at myself for being so naive and
thereby allowing my friends to be ensnared in the web spun by my con-
ceit that I am really derving of honor in this arena.

In a word, give what you think the issue merits -- not not a penny more
because of our relationship.

Fondly,

Alexander M. Schindler



The
O
PR
09

CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ira Silverman, Hon. President
Viki List, Chairperson

Norma Levitt, Vice President
Marilyn Braveman, Secretary
Rabbi Samuel Gordon, Treasurer

Edya Arzt

Rabbi Saul Berman
Paul Castleman
Leonard Fein

Gary Ferdman

Rabbi Laura Geller
Rabbi Marvin Gross
Jacqueline Levine
Rabbi Joy Levitt
Rabbi Mark Loeb
Marlene Provizer
Rabbi David Saperstein
Marvin Schachter
Jeanne Segal
Morton Siegel

Micah Taubman
Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Albert Vorspan

Arthur Waskow, Executive Director
Rabbi Devora Bartnoff, Field Director
Susan Melia, Office Manager

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ruth Abram

Rabbi Rebecca Alpert
Rabbi Albert Axelrad
Rabbi Leonard Beerman
Esther M. Broner
Norman Cousins

Rabbi Myron Fenster
Julie Gertler

Naomi Goodman

Rabbi Robert Gordis
Jerome Grossman
Susannah Heschel

Bess Katz

Philip Klutznick

Rabbi Maurice Lamm
Barbara Levin

Irving M. Levine

Betty Jean Lifton

Robert Jay Lifton
Theodore R. Mann
Raguel Newman

Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Esther Leah Ritz

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Sidney Shapiro

Eliot Spack

Harriett Woods

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger

A RESOURCE CENTER FOR jewish pepspecTives

ON PREVENTING Nucleap holocausT

April 27, 1989

Edith J. Miller

Assistant to the President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021
Dear Edie,

I“m sure you have already received your
invitation at home but thought you might want an
extra one for the office. Please tell Rabbi
Schindler that some people asked to serve on the
various committees responded after the printing
deadline. Their names will be printed on the
program. (Rabbis Gottschalk and Stern and
Representatives Lowey, Lantos, and Wyden -

Rep. Glickman’s first name is printed
incorrectly and will be corrected on the
program. )

Last year we developed a way for people who
could not attend the dinner, for a variety of
reasons, to participate in honoring the
awardees. We sent letters saying that we were
preparing scrolls honoring Norman Cousins and
Sidney Shapiro which they could sign if they
were unable to attend the function. They were
given an opportunity to contribute amounts
beginning at $18. A recent graduate of RRC
does the calligraphy for us as his donation.
Arthur is planning to do this again for Rabbi
Schindler and Ira Silverman. He asked if you
would be able to give us some names of friends
of Rabbi Schindler’s from the different pieces
of his life - college, congregational rabbinate,
etc. This is a great way to include those who
live at some distance from New York.

Arthur feels that you should not have to
pay the full cost of your ticket because you’ve
been so helpful and he asked me to tell you that
your ticket will be at cost (which isn‘t low
elther unfortunately - $120>. I think that I
already mentioned that the same was true for
any of their children who may attend.

.
, Plieq

oA~

7318 GERMANTOWN AVENUE, pbllawelpbla, PA 10119-1790 (215) 247-9700
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CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ira Silverman, Hon. President
Viki List, Chairperson

Norma Levitt, Vice President
Marilyn Braveman, Secretary
Rabbi Samuel Gordon, Treasurer

Edya Arzt

Rabbi Saul Berman
Paul Castleman
Leonard Fein

Gary Ferdman

Rabbi Laura Geller
Rabbi Marvin Gross
Jacqgueline Levine
Rabbi Joy Levitt
Rabbi Mark Loeb
Marlene Provizer
Rabbi David Saperstein
Marvin Schachter
Jeanne Segal
Morton Siegel

Micah Taubman
Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Albert Vorspan

Arthur Waskow, Executive Director
Rabbi Devora Bartnoff, Field Director
Susan Melia, Office Manager

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Ruth Abram

Rabbi Rebecca Alpert
Rabbi Albert Axelrad
Rabbi Leonard Beerman
Esther M. Broner

Norman Cousins

Rabbi Myron Fenster
Julie Gertler

Naomi Goodman

Rabbi Robert Gordis
Jerome Grossman
Susannah Heschel

Bess Katz

Philip Klutznick

Rabbi Maurice Lamm
Barbara Levin

Irving M. Levine

Betty Jean Lifton

Robert Jay Lifton
Theodore R. Mann
Raquel Newman

Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Esther Leah Ritz

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Sidney Shapiro

Eliot Spack

Harriett Woods

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger

A RESOURCE CENTER FOR JeEWIsh pepspecTivESs

ON PREVENTING Nucleap holocausT

May 17, 1989

Edith J. Miller

Assistant to the President
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Edie,

Am enclosing two copies of the time line for
the Brit HaDorot dinner. Mel Merians told us that
Schindler have a very early plane

he and Rabbi

to catch the next morning so we cgt the time back
as drastically as we could. We will do our best
to get him home early.

Hope your meetings are going well.

P /S0
W

Diana Stein

Events Coordinator

The Shalom Center

425 East 79th Street, IN
New York, New York 10021

(212) 439-1688

7318 GERMANTOWN AVENUE, philavelphia, pa 19119-17900 (215) 247-9700



ALBERT A. LIST AND VIKI LAURA LIST FOURTH ANNUAL

Brit HaDorot PEACE AWARD DINNER - WEDNESDAY - MAY 31, 1989

BRIDGEWATERS - SOUTH STREET SEAPORT - 6:30 PM - 9:45 PM

PROGRAM TIME LINE
6:30-7:00 P.M.

7:00-7:05 P.M.

2 05-7:20 P.M.

£S5

AT A

T 207225 P.M;

7:125=-7:85 P. M.

(57)

(57)
LA

(107>

7:55-8:10 P.M.

B

10-8:

(57)
(107>

15°P.M.
57D

8:55-9:00 P.M.

9:00-9:40 P.M.

(57>
(57D

(307>

9:40 P.M.

Cocktails

Seating

"The Rainbow Covenant" - song by Cantor Benjie-
Ellen Schiller and Rabbi Lester Bronstein
Welcome - Viki Laura List

Motzi - Edith J. Miller, Sema T. Greenbergq,
and Diana Stein

Appetizer and Salad served

Robert Goodkind speaks about Ira and introduces

Arthur Waskow
Arthur speaks about the Noah Award and Ira

Arthur introduces Jacgqueline Levine who reads

Ira’s scroll and speaks about Ira

Sarah, Rachel and Jacob Silverman present Ira
with the award and he responds
Rabbi Devora Bartnoff introduces Award to JANR

The children present Gail Gertzog Vail with the

award and she responds for JANR

Dinner is served

Ruth Abram makes request for contributions

Dinner finished - Birkat HaM
(led by Benjie and Les - sheets will be given)

Melvin Merians speaks about Rabbi Schindler

and introduces Al Vorspan

Al Vorspan reads Rabbi Schindler’s scroll,
explains the Brit HaDorot Award, and
introduces Rabbi Schindler

The children present the award to

Rabbi Schindler and he responds

Closing Song - ji nd s
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

April 27, 1989
A 22 Nisan 5749

Mr. Melvin Merians
10 Bonnie Briar Lane
Larchmont, NY 10538

Dear Mel:

Judging by the tone of your reference to the Shalom Center dinner, I

inferred that pressures had been put pn you to make a monetary gift.

I checked with others and I find that this is indeed so, and that the
giving of this award has been used to put Tike pressure on others in

our leadership circle.

I feel abused. As you can see by the copy of the letter enclosed, in
proffering me this award, Waskow made no mention whatsoever of the
fact that the May 31st affair is a fund-raiser, period, and that I am
merely the fly-paper dangled to attract dollars. Yes, the cause is
worthy, but common decency demanded that I be given the facts so that
I could make a choice based on them and not delusion.

If I sound angry, I am -- mostly at myself for being so naive and-
thereby allowing my friends to be ensnared in the web spun by my con-
ceit that I am really derving of honor in this arena.

In a word, give what you think the issue merits -- not not a penny more
because of our relationship.

- dly,

o

Alexander M. Schindler
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

April 27, 1989
¢ 22 Nisan 5749

Mr. Melvin Merians
10 Bonnie Briar Lane
Larchmont, NY 10538

Dear Mel:

Judging by the tone of your reference to the Shalom Center dinner, I

inferred that pressures had been put pn you to make a monetary gift.

I checked with others and I find that this is indeed so, and that the
giving of this award has been used to put Tike pressure on others in

our leadership circle.

I feel abused. As you can see by the copy of the letter enclosed, in
proffering me this award, Waskow made no mention whatsoever of the
fact that the May 31st affair is a fund-raiser, period, and that I am
merely the fly-paper dangled to attract dollars. Yes, the cause is
worthy, but common decency demanded that I be given the facts so that
I could make a choice based on them and not delusion.

If I sound angry, I am -- mostly at myself for being so naive and-
thereby allowing my friends to be ensnared in the web spun by my con-
ceit that I am really derving of honor in this arena.

In a word, give what you think the issue merits -- not not a penny more
because of our relationship.

= dly,

o

Alexander M. Schindler
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The Shalom Center is the only national organization devoted
solely to bringing Jewish perspectives to the task of preventing a
nuclear holocaust. It began in 1983 and has grown to involve
more than 5,000 affiliated Rodfei Shalom, “Seekers of Peace,” a
staff of five, affiliated committees and coalitions in many cities,
and a board that spans all the religious and communal groups
and approaches in American Jewish life.

The Center publishes The Shalom Report, conducts training
institutes and workshops, supplies speakers, and creates and
distributes sermon outlines, liturgies, Jewish school curricula, a
voting registration handbook, analyses of policy issues and
pending bills and treaties, candidate voting records, and adult-
education materials—all drawing on Jewish history and tradition.

The Shalom Center works with a broad range of Jewish religious
and communal institutions to see that study and action on the
nuclear threat become a regular part of Jewish life. We have suc-
cessfully enriched the Jewish calendar with Rainbow Sign obser-
vance in the spring and Sukkat Shalom and Atzeret Lé’'Hayyim
in the fall. We are exploring ways to bring Jewish materials on
peacemaking to those in the Soviet Jewish community who
expect to remain in the Soviet Union, to build connections
between them and American Jews.

For more information call or write:

The Shalom Center

7318 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1790

(215) 247-9700
Staff Dinner Planning
Committee Committee
Arthur Waskow, Marilyn Braveman Betty and Dan Golomb
Executive Director Gary Ferdman Harris Gilbert
Rabbi D Bartnoff, Trudy Mason Cantor Nancy S. Hausman
. If‘ielsvgfrictgr % Marlene Provizer Rabbi Peter E. Kasdan
i i Barbara Sarah Rabbi Charles A Kroloff
Diana Stein, Robert Sherman Norma Levitt
Events Coordinator Jonathan Wolf Murray Polner
Susan Melia, Rabbi Harold Robinson
Office Manager Joan Wachstein

Jocelyn Dan Wurzburg



Please join Dr. Carl Sagan, Dr. Robert J. Lifton, Betty Jean Lifton, and Norman

Cousins, previous recipients of the Brit HaDorot Peace Awards, the Board of

Directors and the Advisory Council of The Shalom Center in honoring Rabbi
Alexander M. Schindler, JANR, and Ira Silverman.

Ira Silverman, Honorary President
Viki Laura List, Chairperson
Norma Levitt, Vice President
Marilyn Braveman, Secretary

Rabbi Samuel Gordon, Treasurer

Ruth Abram
Rabbi Rebecca T. Alpert
Edya Arzt
Rabbi Albert Axelrad
Rabbi Leonard Beerman
Rabbi Saul J. Berman
Esther M. Broner
Paul Castleman
Leonard Fein
Rabbi Myron Fenster
Gary Ferdman
Rabbi Laura Geller
Julie Gertler
Naomi Goodman
Rabbi Robert Gordis
Rabbi Marvin Gross
Jerome Grossman
Susannah Heschel
Bess Katz

Hon. Philip M. Klutznick
Rabbi Maurice Lamm
Barbara Levin
Irving M. Levine
Jacqueline Levine
Rabbi Joy Levitt
Rabbi Mark Loeb
Theodore R. Mann, Esq.
Raquel Newman
Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Marlene Provizer
Esther Leah Ritz
Rabbi David Saperstein
Marvin Schachter
Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Jeanne Segal
Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Morton Siegel
Eliot Spack
Micah Taubman
Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Albert Vorspan
Rabbi Walter Wurzburger

Congressional Committee

Rep. Howard Berman
Rep. Barbara Boxer
Sen. Rudy Boschwitz
Rep. Benjamin L. Cardin
Rep. Barney Frank
Rep. Martin Frost
Rep. Benjamin Gilman
Rep. Pam Glickman
Rep. Bill Green
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
Sen. Herbert Kohl
Rep. William Lehman

Rep. Mickey Leland
Sen. Carl Levin
Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman

Sen. Howard Metzenbaum

Rep. James H. Scheuer
Rep. Lawrence J. Smith
Rep. Stephen Solarz
Sen. Arlen Spector
Rep. Ted Weiss
Rep. Howard Wolpe
Rep. Sidney Yates

Rabbinic Committee

Rabbi Maurice Davis
Rabbi Irving Greenberg
Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Rabbi Samuel E. Karff
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman
Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman

Rabbi Albert L. Lewis
Rabbi Eugene Lipman
Rabbi Sally J. Priesand

Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso

Rabbi Daniel B. Syme
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November 18,

tabbi Alexander Sc¢hind .er, ’resident
Jnion of American Hebrow Coigregations
338 Fifth Avenue

NVew York, N.7. 10021

Jear Alex:

I am honored to wr.te v>u on behalf of the Board of
he Shalom Center to invitelyou to accept the Albert
sis% and Viki List Bri:. HaDjrot Award from the Center
-~  for your extraordinary +Jork toward preventing
nuclear holocaust and owari ending the nuclear arms
cace,

The Award is named for :-he Covenant between the
Generations that our genera.ion needs to make, in order
%0 keep Ffuture generat.ons ilive, and for the father and
daughter, Albert List '‘zich-ono 1°vracha) and Viki List,
Wwho decided <o affirm “heir own inter-generational cove-
nant as Jews .0 "choose¢ 1if:»" by helping The Shalom®
Center create the Award.

By present.ing you with :he Brit HaDorot Award, we
wish to honor your pas:ion, steadfastness, and commit-
nent, in working to convince the Jewish community to take
as one of its primary goals the prevention of nuclear
holocaust.

In addit:on, though the work of The Shalom Center
focuses on the nuclear idang:r and that is the focus of
“he Brit EaDorot Award as w:11, our Board was quite
conscious of the vigor and :ourage you have shown on
behalf of peace, justics, z1d freedom in other spheres
as well. We are especislly :onscious that you were among
the earliest and clear<st | affirming that we could
work for freedom for Sovies Jews and for nuclear disarma-
nent as well -- that th: tw, are campatible and comple-
nertary, not contradictory

We have previously irar .ed the Brit HaDorot Award to
Dr. Carl Sagen, to Norman Cousins, and to Dr. Robert Jay
Lifton and Betty J2an [ iftc:.. We know you will add lus-
tre to that company: nc: on.y the light of your own
life-long work, which you slare with them, but in addi-
tion the light of Toral the Jewish tradition and the
vewish imagirstion, which ycu not only embody but shine
forth in a ccnscioas ard exylicit way.

This year as ia the pasi, the Award will be present-

7318 GIRMANTOWN AVENUE, phlla\velpg‘ua: PA 0110-1700 (215) 247-9700




ec at a well-ettendsd dinner in New York City, (probe-
bly again at the B'nai & 'rith building near the UN). We
wouléd be delighted for ;»ou %t deliver an address at the
dinner that would point the vay for us -- in the Jewish
community and beyond -- Ln 7.ie next steps toward dealing

w.th the nuclesr danger.

The Award itself consisti of $1800 and a work of
J(‘,wjﬂh ary.

As for the date of the =rent: ideal, so far as we
are concerred would be the :vening of Wednesday, May 31
‘from about € %o 10 p.m. ) -~ but if that date is a prob-
len for you, we would be glal to work out an alternative
<nat fits your schedule

We have May 31 in mind b2cause that date is erev 27
[yvar, which according o th: Torah is the date of the
ead of the Flood ard the coming of the Rainbow.

We have tazen the Flood and the Rainbow as the most

powerful Toran meteplor: and teachings about -- on the
one hand -- tne darger - f world-wide nuclear destruc-
tion, and -- oa the coth:r -- the need in our generation

f5r human beings to loi- in the covenant to preserve
"seadtime and harvest, ‘old and heat, summer and winter,
day and night.’ % :

Over the last sever:l ysars, many congregations and
communities nave indeec mads this date into “Yom
HaKeshet," a day for rerewirg the covenant to protect
all life. ;

I look forward to hearirg from you and beginning to
work out with your office wlatever details are neces-

.sary.

I want tc add that while all of our Board are excit-
ed and pleased about tr.s, (1 Vorspan, Norma Levitt, and
I'avid Saperstein were ¢’ colrse especially pleased. As
for me, there are dlents of decisions that our Board
riakes that feel seasible tc me, but only a few that B ¢
ne with specisl joy an¢ entlusiasm. This 1s one of them.

Reg nd shalom,

ur Waskow
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February 2, 1989
27 Shevat 5749

The Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum
Senator from Ohio

United States Senate

140 Russell Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Howard:

This letter is to alert you to an invitation
you will be receiving in the very near future.
It is my fond hope that you will be able to
accept. I refer to an invitation to introduce
Alex Schindler at a Brit HaDorat Award Dinner
sponsored by The Shalom Center - A Resource
Center for Jewish perspectives on Preventing
Nuclear Holocausé. You undoubtedly know of the
work of the Center, even as I am confident that
many dear friends and associates of yours are
listed on the Board and/or Advisory Council

of this organization.

Alex will receive their coveted Lisﬂwaard on
Wednesday night, May 31, 1989. Everyone con-
cerned will be honored if you would agree to
introduce Alex that evening. I know that your
presence would mean much to Alex himself. A
formal invitation with more detailed information
will be forthcoming shortly, but I write to
underscore my own hope that you can be in New
York on May 31, and that you will do all of us
the honor of introducing Alex to a prestigious
assemblage.

Warmest personal regards.

Cordially,

Albert Vorspan

—



Novembher 28, 1988
21 Kislev 5749

Mr. Arthur Waskow
Executive Director

The Shalom Center

7312 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119-1790

Dear Arthur:

I have now had an opportunity to determine the possibility
of my being wikh the Shalom Center for a dinner meeting.
Whide I did have a conflict, I was able to make a change
and am now available for a dinner meeting on Wednesday,
May 31, 1988,

Needless to zmate, I am honored to be invited to be a re-
cipient of the Albert List and Viki& List Brit HaDorat Award
foom the Shalom Center. This means a great deal to me for
I know it is a most prestigious award. I thank you and

the members of the Board of Directore& for determining to
honor me in so meaningful a manner.

May,31, 1989 is now reserved on my calendar. We can work
out the details of the evening as the date draws closer.

With thanks and everv ocood wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler







Noviehber 221 1988
13 Kislev 5749

Mr., Arthur Waskow
Executive Director

The Shalom C8nter

7318 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 191192-1790

Dear Arthur:

I am flattered by the honor which the Board of the Shalom
Center has determined to bestow uponime and, of course, I
gladly accept.

I will be happy to address a dinner meeting in New York City.
The only question I can't anmwer now is one of the date.

I orened the calender and there is a notation from Edie
which I can't decipher. I will have to await her teturn
from Atlanta iniprder to make a final decision on the date.
But, since you indicate that if is flexible, that presents
no particular problem, Still, it may well be that nicht.
Once again my thanks.

Sincerely,

Alexander M., Schindler



alex - would you prefer kennedy as
first choice...I can call Nancy to determine
availability before letter goes out....

————invites to all the kids so they know -

jon so he can attend and I suppose and hope
they mean as guests... who else? 1 can prepare
a local list...
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A RESOURCE CENTER FOR JEWISh pepspecTIVES

ON PREVENTING Nucleap holocausTt
January 25, 1989

Edith J. Miller

Assistant to the President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue P

New York, New York 10021 . S
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Dear Edie, v, ,
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e/

We now have a location for our Brit haDorot 7
dinner honoring Rabbi Schindler. The event will

be held at Bridgewaters which is in the

South Street Seaport Area. We’ll be on the

third floor of the Fulton Market Building with
windows overlooking the Brooklyn Bridge. It is
truly a lovely spot.

Thank you for sending me the biographical
information on Rabbi Schindler. I spoke with
Al Vorspan and Rabbi Syme about to whom I should
look for guidance in planning this event. Al
suggested that I work with Glenn Stein in his
and David’s absence on pulling together some
congressional representation and Rabbi Syme
asked that I meet with you about the other
aspects. Therefore, I have two requests:

(1) We had thought that it

would be good to ask Senator Metzenbaum

to introduce Rabbi Schindler that evening.
Rabbi Syme suggested that Senator Kennedy
might be a better choice. He said that the
decision should be left to you. He also
said that you could write a letter to the
senator you chose to say that we will be
contacting him about this and sign Al’s
name to the letter. (copy to us>

(2) We also need a list of family members,
friends and colleagues of Rabbi Schindler
whom we may invite.

Please call if there are any questions.

Diana Stein (212-439-1688)

7318 GERMANTOWN AVENUE, philapelphia, pa 19119-17900 (215) 247-9700
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