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Fred Cohen 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

NCSJ Dues 

Date 5/15/86 

Somehow we're getting into trouble on our dues to umbrellas. Attached 
is the National Conference on Soviet Je\QY ' s comp] a int. Can we pay 
it and get them off our back? -

Thanks .. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212 ) 249-0100 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Morris 0. Abrom 

Executive Director 
Jerry Goodmon 

Washington Represenrarive 
William D. Keyserling 

May 13 , 1986 

Mr . Al Vorspan , 
Vice President 
Uni on of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 100 21 

Dear Al : 

It was a pleasure speaking with you yesterday concerning the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations' 1986 dues . In re 
viewing my records more closely I have discovered that , indeed , 
a partial payment of $2 , 000 was received in January 1986 . 

According to Rabbi Alexander Schindler's letter da t ed De cember 
26, 1985 (copy enclosed), the total subvention was to have 
been $3 , 500. Therefore, the outstanding balance at this point 
is $1,500 . 

I'm glad I checked my files more carefully and apologize for 
any confusion. 

Thanking you for your assistance in facilitating the final 
transfer of UAHC's 1986 dues, I remain 

Sincerely , 

\f-\{\ rul(., 
MJrJ ieutliliger 
Associate Director 

MH : fh 
enclosure 

A coalition of forty four major national organizations and nearly three hundred local community councils ancJ federations 

Notional Office . 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907. New York N.Y 10016 • (212) 679-6122 / Coble Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. • Telex : 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington e>mce 7027 Mossochvserts Avenue. NW Woshingcon. D.C. 20006 • (202) 265-8114 
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RABBJ ALEXAKDER ~ - SCHI:--DLER • tl'-10\ OF AMERICA?\ HEBREW CONGREGATIO~S 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

Tevet 14 5746 
December 26, 1985 

Hr. Horris B. Abram, Chairman 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
10 East 40th Street - Auite 907 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Morris: 

(212) 249-0100 

I have your December 19 letter in regard to funding requirements of 
the NCSJ for 1986. Unfortunately, the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations works on a fiscal year which runs from July 1 to June 30. 

\ 
There is nothing I can do at this time to adjust our subvention of 
$3,500., which is the figure in our 1985-86 budget. 

Needless to note, when we begin to develop the budget for 1986-87, 
will make certain that consideration will be given to your request 
for a larger sum from the UAHC. 

\ 

If the emergency becomes truly dire, Horris, please get back to me and 
I will seek to gain some additional funds for the NCSJ from our contin
gency 1 ine. I can't promise anything but I would try to be of help. 

With warm regards, I am 

cc: Ms. Betty Golomb 
Mr. Albert Vorspan 

Sincerely, 

~ 

Alexander H. Schindler 
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TO: . 

FROM: 

RE: 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW ~NION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AV ENU E. N EW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 2 49-0100 CABLES. UNIONUAHC 

TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
. Betty Golomb, Chairperson · 

December 24, 1986 

UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

BETIY GDLOMB; CHAIR 
MA.CE LEVIN; CO-CHAIR 

MEEI'ING OF THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
DECEMBER 7 ----

At the UAHC Board meeting, Dec. 7, 1986, the Task Force 
reported on the dire status of Soviet Jews and measures 
that can be taken to help the situation. Emigration 
has come to a stand-still and, without an easing of Soviet
United States tensions, progress cannot be expected in the 
near future. 

Recognizing the present desperate plight of Soviet Jews, 
the Task Force recorrmended that greater emphasis be placed 
on travel by small groups. To sustain the morale of these 
embattled Jews and assure them that the outside world has 
not forgotten them, systematic and responsible visits nust 
be planned and ma.de. 

The following measures were recorrmended: 

l. Work with the CCAR and Regional groups to 
encourage rabbis to travel to the Soviet 
Union on a regular and coordinated basis. 

2. Help other Jewish professionals such as 
teachers, cantors, Hebrew specialists and 
youth leaders to make trips. 

3. Set up a system to find out who is planning 
personal or busi...11.ess trips from our congregations 
and commmities. Identify la~rs, doctors and 
scientists who are going individually or with 
associations and assist them to obtain proper 
briefings on how best to visit Soviet Jews. 

4: . Encourage UAHC Board members to travel to the 
Soviet Union and make visits. 
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Board of Trustees 

The following resolution was approved: 

''Recognizing the present plight of Soviet Jews and desiring 
to maintain contact with them, the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations resolves that programs be established within 
the Refonn Movement to encourage increased travel to the 
Soviet Union. 

·Further, to set the example of leadership, the Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations conmits itself to at 
least one trip annually to the Soviet Union by a group of 
UAHC Board members . '' 

To irnplerrent the latter reccmnendation, the Task Force will make 
the necessary arrangements for a trip in the near future. No more 
than eight members of the Board can be included in any travel group. 
Meanwhile, please notify us if you are going to the Soviet Union 
and we will provide background and guidance on how to meet Soviet 
Jews. 



~ 

Albert Vorspan 

Rabbi David Saperstein 

COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE MENDELEEVS 

Please note the response from Kennedy's office which you may wish 
to share with Belle Schwartz and the people who requested that l 
contact Senator Kennedy. 

I am also sharing the correspondence with David. Perhaps he can 
bring it up at a future meeting with Kennedy or one of his staff 
assistants so the matter receives more than a mechanical answer and 
more attention. 

Thanks. 

July 30, 1986 



EDWf-RD M. KENNEDY 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Wnittb &tatts &tnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

July 23, 1986 

Mr. Alexander M. Schindler 
Office of the President 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the Medeleev family. My 
office recently has been in touch with their relatives in the 
United States and the Committee to Save the Mendeleevs. While 
successful resolution of such cases is a long and difficult 
process, I assure you that I will try to help. 

I have always believed that effective human rights policies 
must be a critical element of our overall relations with other 
countries. I have strongly supported the full and scrupulous 
implementation of the 1975 Helsinki Accords, which, as you know, 
include far-reaching provision s for human rights and free 
emigration. I believe that the United States must continue to do 
everything possible to achieve further progress on human rights 
despite increased tensions in East-West relations. 

Throughout my Senate career, I have also maintained a deep 
personal commitment to resolving humanitarian issues such as 
emigration and divided families. During my recent visit to 
Moscow in February, 1986, I had an opportunity to meet with the 
top leadership as well as with representatives of divided 
families and Refuseniks. As part of a continuing process, before 
my visit I submitted lists of individuals who have been denied 
permission to emigrate. Twenty-five of those individuals have 
been given permission to leave the Soviet Union. This process 
will continue and I have been given assurances at the highest 
levels that other individuals will be given positive 
consideration whenever possible under Soviet laws. 

I believe that it is my responsibility to press the human 
rights issue forcefully. I assure you that I will continue my 
efforts on behalf of all those seeking the basic right to 
emigrate freely, including the Mendeleev family. As positive 
developments occur, I will keep you informed. 

My thanks again for your letter, and my best wishes. 



,.. 

The Honorable Edward N. Kennedy 
Senator from Massachusetts 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Senator: 

Ju 1 y 1 , 1986 
24 Sivan 5746 

While I am not back at my desk as yet, I am doinq some work from home 
and via the telephone. I'm feeling very much better and after a visit 
with my cardiologist next week I expect to have a time table as to my 
schedule for the coming months. Your care and concern during my ill
ness meant a great deal to me and I am deeply grateful to you. 

I am writing to you now to underscore the request of the Committee to 
Save the Mendeleevs that you add this family to the list of Refusniks 
for whom you will next negotiate. Members of the Commtttee met with 
~our aide, Christa Kuljian, early in June to seek your intervention 
for the Mendeleev family. Ms. Kuljian was open _and positive in her 
discussion with the group and requested specific information and mate
teials on the family. You have undoubtedly reeeived these by now, as 
well as further communications from your constituency. It is my fond ho 
hope you will do your utmost to assist this most worthy family in their 
search for freedom. 

With appreciation and with warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

P.S . I hope you received the wi re I sent from Israel to express my 
thanks for your good wiehes . 



• from t e desk cf 

.. ALBER'"T VORSPAN 

6/30/86 

Edie, 

In Schindler's absence, would you 
please send a letter to Kennedy 
regarding this issue (see attached), 

Thanks. 

rv 



I f1a rch 1 , 1986 
7 Adar 11 5746 

Morris B. Abram , Esq. , Chai nnan ; · 
Jerry Goodman, Executive Director . 
National Conference on Sovie 

as e - Sbite 90? 
New York New York 1001 6 

Dear Morris & Jerry: 

Please be advised that we have turned over the draft com laint 
agai nst Intourist to our counsel, David Saperstein, for revi ew . 
Just as soon as we have had his resppnse we will be in contact 
as to the position of the Union. 

David will, of course, contact you if he has any questions to 
pose . 

Wi th every good wish, I am 

cc· Rabbi David Saperstein 
Albert Vorspan 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Morris D. Abram March 11, 1986 
Executive Director 

Jerry Goodman 

Washington Representative 
William D. Keyserling 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

You may recall that the National Conference on Soviet Jewry retained 
counsel to prepare a lawsuit involving In tourist, the Soviet travel company, 
in regard to the harassment of tourists in the Soviet Union. The suit is 
based on misleading advertising and promotion by In tourist in this country. 
The lawsuit, which was approved by our Executive Committee and Board 
of Governors, is now ready for filing in New York State Supreme Court. 

It is important that we are able to include every NCSJ member agency 
in the complaint. Unanimous support from the Jewish community will 
enhance the impact of the litigation both in the courts and the public 
arena. Unanimous participation will also enhance the lawsuit's credibility. 
Your participation could make the difference between success and failure. 

Please read the enclosed draft complaint and respond in writing as to 
whether or not you consent to inclusion in the lawsuit. The final draft 
will differ from the enclosed draft in cosmetic ways only. If we do not 
here from you within ten days time, Neil Afran who is coordinating the 
litigation will call to determine whether you are satisfied with the complaint 
and will participate. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Morris B. Abram 
Chairman 

MBA:JG/ag 

Encl.: 

cc: Albert Vorspan 

ch 
Jerry Goodman 
Executive Director 

A coalition of forty four major national organizations and nearly three hundred local community councils and federations 

Notional Office : 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907, New York. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/ Coble Address : AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex: 237311 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue . N.W .. Washington. D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 @" 



CONFIDENTIAL -- ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
3456A 
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

- -x 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY, an 
unincorporated association, by its Chairman 
Morris B. Abram, on behalf of its member 
agencies, 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JEWISH FIGHTERS INC., 
CAMP INMATES AND NAZI VICTIMS, AMERICAN ISRAEL 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMMITTEE, AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS, AMERICAN 
MIZRACHI WOMEN, AMERICAN ZIONIST FEDERATION, 
AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL, ANTI
DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH, B'NAI 
B'RITH WOMEN, BNAI ZION, BRITH SHOLOM, CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, CONFERENCE OF 
PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS, COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS, 
FREE SONS OF ISRAEL, HADASSAH, JEWISH LABOR 
COMMITTEE, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, JEWISH WAR 
VETERANS OF THE U.S.A., LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE, 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL INC., 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL, NATIONAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL, NATIONAL 
JEWISH WELFARE Bn~RD, NORTH AMERICAN JEWISH 
YOUTH COUNCIL, PIONEER WOMEN, RABBINICAL 
ASSEMBLY, RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA, 
RELIGIOUS ZIONIS~S OF AMERICA, STUDENT STRUGGLE 
FOR SOVIET JEWRY, SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA, 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS, UNION 
OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA, 
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA, WOMEN'S AMERICAN 
ORT, WORKMEN'S CIRCLE, WORLD ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION AMERICAN SECTION INC., ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, 
and John F. steinbruck, John Porter, Katherine 
Porter, Douglas K. Huneke, Sheldon Lewis, Harry 
A. Roth, David A. Gorelik, saranne Rosberg, 
Gilbert J. Baker, Phyllis Pacheco, Blanche 
Narby, Art Agnos, Meyer Magence, Barbara 
Pfeffer, Robert Shafton, William Altshul 
and Lyle A. Fishman, 

Plaintiffs, 

-against-

INTOURIST, 

Defendant. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -x 

DRAFT #4 
- 3/12/86 

Index NO. 



Plaintiffs, by their attorney, Teitelbaum & Hiller, 

P.C., for their Complaint, allege as follows: 

I NTRODUC'rION 

1. This lawsuit charges the defendant, Intourist, 

headquartered in Moscow, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

(•u.s.s.R.•), through its af~iliate agency located in New York, 

New York c•rntourist New York•) with illegal, fraudulent ana 

misleading promotional activities concerning the treatment o f 

American tourists in the U.S.S.R. in violation of Section 34~ 

of the General Business Law of New York. These illegal 

activities include omitting significant information from 

defendant's promotional material, particularly information 

disclosing that 

plan to visit 

certain categories of 

with Soviet Jews run 

American tourists who 

a high risk of being 

subjected to strip and body cavity searches, interrogation, 

confiscation of personal property, and explusion by agents of 

the U.S. S. R. Moreover, these materials explicitly assert or 

imply that tourists to the u.s.S.R. need not fear harassment by 

Soviet officials when visiting with Soviet citizens. 'l'hese 

representations are false and misleading and are made for the 

purpose of illegally inducing American tourists to visit the 

u.s.s.R. 

2. While the U.S.S.R. may claim that its 

mistreatment of Soviet Jews or American tourists concernea for 

- 2 -



the human rights of Soviet Jews is irn r.1 une from the scrutiny ot 

this Court, defendant cannot reasonably claim immunity for the 

fraud and misrepresentations associated with its patently 

commercial activities within the State of New York. Defendant, 

like other commercial operations with offices in New York, is 

subject to legislative regulation and judicial review. 

PARTIES 

The Plaintiffs 

3. Plaintiff, National Cont erence on Soviet Jewry 

(the •conference"), an unincorporated association with its 

principal offices at 10 East 40th Street, New York County, New 

York, brings this suit on behalf of its member agencies set 

forth below and their respective individual members, through 

the Chairman of the Conference, Morris B. Abram: American 

Federation of J f: • , h Fighters, Camp Inmates and Nazi Victims, 

American Israel Public Affairs Committee, American Jewish 

C.Jmmittee, American Jewish Congress, American Mizrachi Women, 

American Zionist Federation, Americans for Progressive Israel, 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, B'nai B'rith women, 

Bnai Zion, Brith Sholom, Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

Conference of Pr es iden ts of Major Arner ican Jewish 

Organizations, council of Jewish Federations, Free Sons of 

Israel, Hadassah, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish National Fund, 

Jewish war veterans of the U.S.A., Labor Zionist Alliance, 

- 3 -



National Committee for Labor Israel, National Council of Jewisn 

Women, National council of Young Israel, ~ational Jewisn 

Community Relations Advisory Council, National Jewish Welfare 

Board, North American Jewish Youth council Pioneer Women, 

Rabbinical Assembly, Rabbinical Council of America, Religious 

Zionists of America, Student Struggle for soviet Jewry, 

Synagogue Council of America, Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, Union of Orthodox Jewish congregations of 

America, United Synagogue of America, Women's American Ort, 

workmen's Circle, World Zionist Organization American section, 

and Zionist Organization of America. 

4. A primary purpose of the Conference and each of 

its member agencies is to help protect the human rights of 

Soviet Jewry including the right to freely exercise one's 

religion and the right to live peaceably in a country one 

chooses and is welcome. In earring out this purpose the member 

agencies of the Conference, through their officers and t'heir 

many thousands of members travel to the u.s.s.R. and visit with 

Soviet Jews. 

5. Plaintiff, Pastor John F. Steinbruck, is a 

resident of the District of Columbia. Steinbruck visited the 

u.s.s.R. in April 1980 on a tour arranged under the auspices of 

Intourist New York. While in the U.S.S.R., Pastor Steinbruck's 

religious books and papers containing the names and addresses 

- 4 -



of soviet Jews were confiscated by agents of the u.s.s.R. 

without his consent or justification. He was also interrogated 

by soviet Authorities regarding his vists with soviet Jews. 

6. Plaintiffs congressman John Porter and his wife, 

Katherine Porter are residents of Evanston, Illinois. They 

visited the U.S.S.R. in April, 1982 on a tour arranged under 

the auspices of 'into u r is t New York . Wh i 1 e in the U . s . s . R. , 

they were threatened by soviet authorities not to visit soviet 

Jews; and Katherine Porter 

justification strip-searched by 

Leningrad Airport. 

was forcibly 

agents of the 

and without 

u.s.s.R. at 

7. Plaintiffs Minister Douglas K. Huneke and Rabbi 

Sheldon Lewis are residents of Tiburon and Palo Al to, 

California respectively. They visited the U.S.S.R. from April 

10-22, 1983 on a _ Jur arranged under the auspices of Intourist 

New York. While in the U.S.S.R. plaintiffs visited 

approximately 20 soviet families, both Jewish and ct-..:istian. 

Plaintiffs were subjected to partial strip-searches, and soviet 

agents confiscated their Hebrew language books, notes, letters, 

photographs, film, camera equipment, jewelry, clothing, food 

and religious items without their consent or justi~ication. 

Rabbi Lewis was fined $50.00 by soviet authorities for bringing 

the items into the U.S.S.R. In addition, soviet authorities 

arrested the plaintiffs in Odessa and charged them with 

- 5 -



espionage and robbery. They were forcibly interviewed and 

photographed for propoganda purposes, detained under house 

arrest, denied permission to contact the American Embassy and 

forced to sign documents written in Russian which they could 

not understand and which were not translated for them. Huneke 

and Lewis were never charged, tried, or convicted ana were 

permitted to leave the u.s.s.R. on April 22, 1983. 

8. Plaintiff Rabbi Harry A. Roth, is a resident of 

Andover, Massachusetts. He visited the U.S.S.R. from July 18 

to July 31, 1983 on a tour arranged under the auspices of 

Intourist New York. While in the u.s.S.R., plaintiff was taken 

i·nto custody by agents of the soviet union when he attempted to 

visit a Soviet Jew is Kiev. Rabbi Roth was detained and 

interrogated for several hours by soviet agents who warned him 

to refrain from visiting soviet Jew~ and •meddling in internal 

policy.• Roth was followed by soviet agents for the remainder 

of his tour in Kiev, Odessa and Kharkov. 

9. Plaintiff Rabbi David A. Gorelik is a resident of 

New York City. Rabbi Gorelik visited the u.s.s.R. from 

February 16 to February 27, 1984 on a tour arranged under the 

auspices of In tourist New York. While in the u.s.s.R., Rabbi 

Gorelik was subjected to body-searches upon entering and 

leaving the u.s.S.R. His kosher meat and personal notes were 

confiscated by Soviet authorities without his consent and 
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without justification. He was subjected to surveillance ana 

interrogation by U.S.S.R. authorities regarding visits with 

soviet Jews . 

. 10. Plaintiffs Saranne Kosberg and Gilbert J. Baker 

are residents of Houston, Texas. They visited · the u.s.s.R. 

from April 2 through april 7, 1984 on a tour arranged under the 

auspices of Intourist New York. While in the u.s.s.R., they 

both were detained, strip-searched, and interrogated in 

Leningrad Airport for approximately five hours and all of their 

Jewish religious material and cassette tapes were confiscated 

without justification or compensation. While visiting a soviet 

Jewish family in Leningrad, plaintiffs were taken to a police 

station and interrogated for approximately two and a half hours 

about their visits with soviet Jews and threatened with 

expulsion if the ontinued to visit soviet Jews. 

11. Plaintiffs Dr. Phyllis Pacheco and Mrs. Blanche 

Narby are residents of Long Island, New York. They visited the 

u.s.s.R. from July 22-August 5, 1984 on a tour arranged under 

the auspices of Intourist New York. While in the u.s.s.R., 

plaintiffs had their personal notes and photographs confiscatea 

without their consent and without justification. They were 

interrogated for approximately five hours in a Leningrad police 

station about visiting soviet Jews. soviet officials 

threatened to expel plaintiffs from the U.S.S.R. if they 

continued to visit soviet Jews. 

- 7 -



12. Plaintiff Assemblyman Art Agnos, is a resident of 

San Francisco, California. He visited the U.S.S.R. from 

November 18 to November 30, 

auspices of Intourist New 

1984 on a tour arranged under the 

York. While in the u.s.s.R., 

plaintiff was forcibly detained, strip-searched, and 

interrogated at Leningrad Airport about plaintiff's visits with 

soviet Jews. Assemblyman Agnos' cassette tapes and notes were 

confiscated by the soviet authorities without his consent or 

justification. 

13. Plaintiff Meyer Magence, is 

resident of Skokie, Illinois. He visited 

January 21-February 1, 1985 on a tour 

auspices of Intourist New York. While in 

an attorney and a 

the U.S.S.R. from 

arranged under the 

the u.s.s.R., the 

soviet authorities confiscated plaintiff's Hebrew books, 

religious articles, personal letters, notes and film without 

his consent and without justification. Plaintiff was also 

interrogated by the soviet authorities about visiting soviet 

Jews. 

14. Plaintiff Barbara Pfeffer, is a resident of New 

York City. She Visited · the u .. s.s.R. from September, 1985 to 

some time in October, 1985 - on a tour arranged under the 

auspices of Intourist New York. While in the u.s.s.R., 

plaintiff 

by soviet 

was subjected to a body cavity search, interrogated 

authorities about visiting with soviet Jews, and 
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finally 

people'' 

expelled from 

and "exchanging 

the u.s.s.R. for 

secrets". Both of 

visit i ng "illega l 

these allegations 

were untrue. 

15. Plaintiff Robert Shafton, is an attorney and a 

resident of Los Angeles, California. He visited the u.s.s.R. 

from October 3 to October 13, 1985 on a tour arranged under the 

auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S.S.R., soviet 

authorities confiscated without his consent or justification 

plaintiff's Sony tape recorder and ten tapes containing Bar 

Mitzvah ceremonies. 

16. Plaintiffs Rabbis William Altshul and Lyle A. 

Fishman are residents of Silver Spring and Chevy Chase, 

Maryland, respectively. They visited the U.S.S.R. from 

November 11 to N0 'Jember 21, 1985 on a tour arranged under the 

auspices of In .. rist New York. While in the u.s.s.R., 

plaintiffs were subjected to body-searches. u.s.s.R. customs 

Agents confiscattJ all of their Hebrew tapes, language books 

and religious materials without their consent or 

justification. In addition, u.s.s.R. agents interrogatea 

plaintiffs about their visits with soviet Jews. 

The Defendant 

17. Upo,i information and belief, defendant, 

Intourist, is delegated the responsibility by the U.S.S.R. for, 

among other things, overseeing and coordinating travel from the 



United States to the U.S.S.R. Intourist is self-described as a 

foreign company headquartered in Moscow, U.S.S.R. Intourist 

conducts business throughout the United States through its 

offices located at 630 Fifth Avenue, New York County, New York, 

commonly known as •rntourist New York.-

18. Upon information and belief, Intourist t-lew York 

promotes travel tours and vacation packages from the United 

States to the U.S.S.R. through travel agencies exclusively 

authorized by Intourist New York to arrange travel tours to the 

u.s.s.R. only these authorized travel agencies may sell 

Intourist tours from the United States to the U.S.S.R. 

19. To further its promotional activities and to 

attract tourism to the u.s.s.R., defendant prepares and 

promulgates to the general public through its authorized travel 

agents literature and other materials purporting to inform 

prospective travelers about tourism in the u.s.s.R. 

INTOURIST'S ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 

20 . Intourist's 

materials are designed to 

literature and 

and otherwise 

other promotional 

create a false and 

misleading impression that tourists to the U.S.S.R., including 

plaintiffs, should have no fear of being subjected to the 

various forms of harassment mentioned in paragraphs 3 through 
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15, above. For example, Intourist oroc hures describe tourism 

in the U.S.S.R. as follows: 

scheme 

(a) Foreign tourists who come to the 
U.S.S.R. have a broad range of interests. 
They want to know, above all, how the soviet 
people live, what their present is like and 
what their plans for the future are [sic). 
They visit ... and ... meet soviet artists 
and scientists, workers, collective farmers 
and students in all the fifteen Union 
Republics of the country. 

A trip through the u.s.s.R. gives them a 
chance to see how the soviet people exercise 
their rights to work, rest and recreation, 
rnedicat care, education and housing, 
guaranteed them by the constitution of the 
U.S.S.R., and how they enjoy all the fruits of 
culture. 

(b) Visit the soviet Union this year. 
choose your itinerary from among 15 soviet 
republics, each with fabulous places of 
interest and picturesque natural scenic 
wonders. Get a close-up look at great 
economic achievements and exciting new 
project~ Visit great historical cultural 
monumen ~ and get an insight into the arts and 
culture of the people. It's a trip you'll 
always remember! 

21. Intourist's promotional activities constitute a 

to defraud the public, including plaintiffs, in 

violation of Section 349 of the General Business Law of New 

York. These promotional schemes are false and misleading and 

known by the defendant to be false and misleading because they 

fail to disclose that certain categories of tourists to the 

u .S.S.R., such as persons who express an interest and concern 

for soviet Jewry, risk being subjected to various forms of 

- 11 -



harassment, including confiscation of Hebrew books, other 

religious materials and names and addresses ot soviet Jews, 

strip-searches, body cavity searches, survei ! lance, detainment 

for questioning and interrogation concerning visits with soviet 

Jews, intimidation and, finally, expulsion from the U.S.S.R. 

22. Intourist's promotional materials are 

affirmatively false and misleading by stating explicitly or by 

implication that tourists may visit soviet citizens and learn 

how they live without fear of harassment, intimidation and 

humiliation. In fact, American tourists, including plaintiffs, 

who chose to visit soviet citizens who are Jewish run a high 

risk that they will be mistreated by soviet authorities. 

23. By inducing United States citizens ana residents 

to visit the u.s.S.R. through rntourist New York and its 

authorized travel agents • throughout the 

Intourist engages in commercial activities 

States and the State and county of New 

United States, 

within the United 

York. Moreover, 

States and the 

to commercial 

Intourist's acts and practices in the united 

State and county of New York are related 

activities in the u.s.s.R. in that, •rntourist runs an ever 

growing tourist set-up which comprises modern comfortable 

hotels, motels, camping sites, restaurants, bars, cafes, places 

of entertainmfint, motor flee ts and itineraries in more 

than 145 Soviet cities.• Accordingly, Intourist must conduct 
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• 
its commercial tourist activities within the full disclosure 

laws of the State of New York just as any American tourist 

company must when doing business in · New York and may not 

insulate itself from regulation or liability by resort to any 

foreign sovereign immunity laws of the United States. 

24. Each of the individual plaintiffs has been 

damaged as a result of defendant's violations of section 34~ of 

the General Business Law of New York. Each has been either 

searched, stripped, interrogated, detained, and/or expelled 

while in the u.s.s.R. or has had personal property confiscated 

by soviet agents. Consequently, each individual plaintiff's 

visit to the U.S.S.R. was ruined because each was subjected to 

physical and psychological abuse contrary to the representations 

made by defendant. 

2 5. The injuries suffered by the individual 

plaintiffs were forseeable to defendant, as defendant knew or 

should have known that American tourists who visit soviet Jews 

are singled out by soviet agents for mistreatment. 

26. Plaintiffs lack an adequate. remedy at law to 

redress the wrongs sought to be remedied through this court's 

equitable jurisdiction. Unless plaintiffs are awarded 

injunctive relief, they will continue to suffer irreparable 

injury. 

- 13 -



WHEREFORE, plaintiffs demand: ( i ) a declaratory 

judgment that defendant has violated section 349 of the General 

Business Law of New York; (ii) preliminary ana permanent 

injunctions requiring defendant to disclose fully that certain 

categories of tourists as described herein are likely to be 

subjected to detainment, searches, interrogation and/or 

confiscation of personal property, and forbidding defendant 

from committing further violations of section 349 of the 

General Business Law of New York; (iii) $25,000 compensatory 

damages and $25,000 punitive damages for each individual 

plaintiff; (iv) costs and di sbur semen ts, including attorneys' 

fees; and ( v) such other and further relief as to this court 

seems just and proper. 

Dated: New York, New York 
February , 1986 

TEITELBAUM & HILLER, P.C. 
260 Madison Avenue 
Eighteenth Floor 
New York, New York 10016 
Tel.: (212) 213-1010 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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March 18 , 1986 
7 Adar 11 5746 

Morris B. Abram, Esq., Chainnan / 
Jerry Goodman, Executive Director . 
National Conference on Sovie 

as e - Sbite 907 
New York New York 10016 

Dear Morris & Jerry: 

Please be advised that we have turned over the draft complaint 
against Intourist to our counsel, David Saperstein, for review. 
Just as soon as we have had his resppnse we will be in contact 
as to the position of the Union. 

David will, of course, contact you if he has any questions to 
pose. 

With every 900d wish, I am 

cc; Rabbi David Saperstein 
Albert Vorspan 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Meyer Berger 
South Sixt¥h& Bingham Sts. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

Dear Meyer: 

September 11, 1985 

Thanks for your letter of the 6th. Let me assure all 
of us of the UAHC continue to all we can in this very 
critical area of concern. 

For your interest, I enclose herewith a paper which I 
delivered on East-West Relations at a meeting of the 
World Jewish Congress. 

With warm regards and every good wish for a healthy, 
happy and fulfilling New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



) 

September 6, 1985 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
U.A.H.C. 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dar Rabbi: 

MEYER BERGER 

SOUTH SIXTH ANO BINGHAM STREETS 

PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 15203 

412-431-7377 

10021 

In the light of the upcoming NJCRAC protest campaign I believe it would 
be highly effective to get public statements, op-ed pieces etc., from 
as many Jewish spokespeople as possible to establish that there is not 
a monolithic view here vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. Support of quiet 
diplomacy and a favorable reaction to the reported Gorbachev conditions 
might soon bring renewed emigration. 

Cordi a 11 y, 

J.{.~ 
MB/lm 

V 



------------------------------Perspectives--------------PO_s_T-_G_AZ_E_TT_E_: F_ri_.,_A_ug_. 3_0_,_19_8_5_-_1_1_ 

Meyer Berger·· 

• So:vietS may he ready to relax their position on Jewish emigration_ 
' . ' . . . . . 

The long-frozen flow of Jewish ' 
emigration from the Soviet Union, 
which was shut off with the failure of • 
confirmation of the SALT II treaty, 
gives signs of being vulnerable to a 
well-crafted thaw. In talks with • 
American Jewish leaders, U.S. pro- . 
detente and trade groups and Soviet 
government officials, the current . 
status is described in these ternlS: 
• American Jews charge that the 
Soviet Union bas: ' 

• Cut off Jewish emigration. 
• Harassed the large number of 

"refuseniks" and jailed dissidents, as 
well as monitors of the Helsinki 
Agreement 

• Suppressed the practice and 
teaching of the Hebrew religion. 

• Denied . equal access · to educa
tion to Jews· and thus curtailed their 
career opportunities. • 

• Continuously taken the line that 
all Jews who wished to leave the 
country have done so, while they 
have on hand a list of at least 100,000 
refuseniks. ' 

The Soviets' position: 
• In negotiating SALT I in ~973, 

. the Soviets began the release of Jews 
as part of an agreement that includ
ed trade concessions. But the Jack
son-Yanik Amendment, passed with 
the help of Jewish lobbying, de
stroyed the opportunity for granting 
most-favored-nation status to the 
Soviet Union. 

• The Soviet Union released 
260,000 Jewish erµigres in the 1970s, 
50,000 during n!,!gotiations for SALT 
II. But the Jewish community did not 
respond and in 1979 it did nothing to 
achieve U.S. Senate confirmation of 
the treaty and continues to lead the 
anti-Soviet propaganda campaign. 

• The massive emigration of Sovi
et Jews was basoo on the r.romise 
that they would go to lsrae , where 
they would be reunited. with their 
families. But Israeli and American 
Jews conspired to violate this agree
ment in diverting the emigrees to the 
United States. 

• American Jewish leaders re
cently have been meeting with Sovi

. et representatives trying to reinstate 
emigration and expressing regrets 
for their failure to respond to Soviet 

•- cooperation in the late '70s. But at 

. the same time they are mounting a • .1 thos~ released would go to Israel and - trade a~d c~edit c~nstraints so that 
structured nationwide anti-Soviet · provided also that there would be an the ~ew1sh ISSue. will not obstru~t a 
propaganda demonstration timed to aba~ement of anti-Soviet propagan- possible U.S.-Sov1et accommodation. 
coincide with the prospective arrival da m Israel and in the West. This . There should also be a response on 
here of Soviet Foreign Minister theme also emerges in a leaked the propaganda issue, which is obvi-
Eduard Slif~ardnadze. report o_n a meeting of . ~e Isr~eli ous~y so ~P?rtan~ to the current 

Each side declares that the other and SoVIet ambassadors m Paris. Soviet admm1Stration. The volume 
side mus('festore its credibility by Of course, A!11erican J_ews can here sh?u_ld be turned down and. a 
correcting1ts misdeeds, and thus the never stop pressing for an improve- more ClVll .. tone ad?pted, even m 
impasse of.recent years is perpetual- · me!lt of th~ ,sta~us and tre~tmen~ of te~ of demo~~rations: Why not a . 

. ed. Fortunately, however, there !ire . • • their br~the~ m the Soviet Uruo~. time for a thaw campaign? ~ery-
encouragitt'g developments abroad. But castigaUon cannot ~ a substi- • o_ne could then stand back and m due 
Mikhail :·:Gorbachev is reliably · tute for . results. Jew1Sh leaders ti~e evaluate the concrete _rE:5ponse. 
quoted as_3.tating that Jewish emi- should state publicly that they_favor . ThIS would put the respons1b~hty for 
gration could . resume, provided at least a temporary relaxation of the next move clearly with the 

Soviets. 
There is now a timely opportunity 

for Israel and Jewish groups in the 
United States to work together to 
imerove the lot of Soviet Jewry 
whde improving relations between 
the Soviet Union and Israel, all of 
which would be helpful in the context 
of the upcoming superpower summit 
talks. This is the time for the Ameri
can Jewish community to take the 
lead. • 

Meyer Berger of Squirrel Hill is a 
member of the board of the National 
Conf~rence _on So_viet Jewry. 
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~ 
• / ., • ~ Thursday, March 21, 1985. reJerusalern Post Page Two 

~!!~~~n~:~,~,~~~!h~o~:.~:..~~~S firmed his support for Soviet Jewry during a White The day-long ·es of events, co-sponsored by th House meeting with a delegation of Jewish leaders. National Conference viet Jewry and the Synag e He promised, acco_rding to participants present during Council of America. include eches-b~g con-the closed-doormeeting, to continue to rai_se the issue gressmen and others. Israeli Ambassador Meir Rosenne during all high-level exchanges 9-ith the SoV1ets. • held a reception for the group at the embassy. Reagan also reportedly said he was anxious to meet The Jewish leaders thanked Reagan for the adminis-personally with the new So¥iet leader Mikhail Gor- tration_'s effo~ on _behalf of ~oviet Je"."'TY, w~le at ~e bachev. • • • • same ti.me urgmg him to contmue to raise the issue Wlth Reagan received six rabbis and a lay leader. represent- ·the Soviet leadership. Reagan is said to have agreed. ! ing Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Judaism. They Rabbi Joseph Stemstein. vice-chairman of the conferbad come to Washington - t~ether with over 200 t>ther ence, said: "We, who represent religious Jewry, will not rabbis-to participate in the Third Annual Congressional remain silent.·· fast and Prayer Vigil for ~Yiet Jewry. He was joined in the meeting by Rabbis Alexander
1 ~ Scores of congressmen rallied outside the Capitol Schindler, Louis Bernstein , .jif I .,,; Wt1iill&, ..iong with the rabbis to denounce Soviet treatment of Gunther Plaut. and Alexander Shapiro and Consen,a-?ews and urge the Rea~an j8~istratio?,_ to teep the,, .~ve lay leader ~arshall Wolke. • 



ASSISTANT SECRETA RY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congresses 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your telegram of October 31 concerning 
the recent arrests of Soviet Hebrew teachers 
Aleksandr Kholmiansky, Yuliy Edelshtein, and Yacov Levin. 

These individuals, along with a number of other recently 
arrested Jewish activists and refuseniks, are but the latest 
victims of an ongoing Soviet campaign directed against Hebrew 
teachers and other Jewish cultural activists. We share your 
concern for their welfare and are closely monitoring their 
cases. 

We have consistently condemned the Soviet Government's 
restrictions on Jewish emigration and its persecution of Jews 
and members of other religious faiths. Such measures are 
contrary to the human rights provisions of the Helsinki Final 
Act. We have called upon the Soviets to comply with their 
commitments in that agreement. In addition, we have made it 
unequivocally clear in our bilateral exchanges with the Soviets 
that their abuses of individual rights have a serious detrimental 
effect on u.s.-Soviet relations in general. In their recent 
meetings with Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko, both 
President Reagan and Secretary Shultz stressed our continuing 
concern over Soviet human rights abuses. 

Let me assure you that our concern for the rights and 
welfare of these individuals, as well as for all other persecuted 
peoples and individuals in the Soviet Union, will not flag. The 
Soviets will never be left in any doubt as to the importance we 
attach to these matters. I also would like to urge you to 
regularly express your concerns to the Soviet Embassy in Washington 
and to the Soviet leaders directly. It is essential that they 
understand their repressive measures will always be in the public 
eye. We are all painfully aware of the consequences of silence 
in the face of oppression. If I may be of any further help to 
you on this or any other matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

~:ely, 

M{~tt Abrams 
Assistant Secretary for Human Rights 

and Humanitarian Affairs 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

November 6, 1984 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your telegram of October 31 regarding 
the plight of Alexandr Kholmyansky, Yuli Edelstein 
and Yakov Levin. 

As you know, President Reagan and Secretary Shultz 
share your deep concern about Soviet treatment of 
Jews wishing to emigrate from the Soviet Union. The 
issue of religious freedom in the Soviet Union, as 
well as the rights and welfare of those imprisoned 
for their religious activities, remain matters of 
fundamental concern to the United States Government. 
The Administration has repeadtedly stressed that 
these abuses, such as the one you shared in your 
message, constitute a major negative factor in 
United States-Soviet relations. 

Both the President and Secretary Shultz raised 
our human rights concerns with Foreign Minister 
Gromyko. The Soviets can have no misunderstanding 
of the importance we attach to these matters. 

Thank you for sharing your concern with me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ma!1J!~ 
Special Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Morris D. Abrom 

Executive Director 
Jerry Goodmon 

June 12, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of $1,500 in membership dues for 
1984 from Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued 
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who 
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a 
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult 
challenges facing us in the year ahead. 

MBA/ag 

cc: Albert Vorspan 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 6 79-6122 / Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. • Telex: 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 200J6 • (202) 265-8114 @n 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK . N Y 10021 (212) 249-0 100 CABLES UNIONUAHC 

December 14, 1982 Albert Vorspan 

f\Y 

Bernard Bl.oom 
cademy Road 

Albany, New York 12208 

Dear Bert: 

I 

/ 

Alex felt very guilty that he took so long to respond 
to your letter of November 15, but, as you may know, 
he has been back and forth twice to Israel in the 
last few weeks. He is there now and asked me to re
ply for him. 

Both of us are very sympathetic about t he need to pro
mote support for the Russian Jews who stay in the 
Soviet Union. As a matter of fact, we are now talk
ing about developing a mission of our own -- perhaps 
from the UAHC Board~- to look . into this question, as 
well as other questions you raised about the response 
of Soviet Jews to the particular context of liberal 
Judaism. 

We will want to discuss this with you in more detail 
when Alex returns. 

Meanwhile, warmest personal regards and a happy 1983. 

Albert Vorspan 

AV:rh 

r 
l 

t 



CONGREGAT ION BETH EMETH 

OF THE C ITY OF ALBAN Y 

O NE HUNDRED ACADEMY ROAD 

ALBANY, N EW YORK 12208 

BER NARD H. BLOOM, D . D -

RABBI 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

November 15, 1982 

I rec ently returned from a mission to the Soviet Union, and I 
would like to share a concern with you that I feel is extremely 
important. 

In Leningrad , I met with a Jacob Gorodetsky who has been one 
of the people responsible for establishing a series of lec tures 
in Jewish history which have enjoyed a sizeable following among 
Leningrad Jews. He expressed resentment of the kind of sup
port of the Refuseniks represented by the mission Ron Weiss 
and I were on, and challenged me as to the lack of support be
ing provided for the great majority of Soviet Jews who do not 
plan to leave now , and may never leave. 

His point was, of course, identical with that raised by the 
late Nachum Goldman, and I am convinced that it requires our 
urgent attention. Lecture series on Jewish History and Customs 
conducted in Russian,and plays written and presented in Russian, 
are two obvious means of helping to provide Soviet Jewry with 
a better sense of its own roots and identity . It also is ob
vious that such programs which already are being conducted need 
to be supported and expanded, and may evoke in many Russian Jews 
some future decision to emmigrate to Israel where they can live 
a fuller Jewish life . 

Although several of the Refuseniks denigrated his position, and 
insist that by the year 2,000 there will no longer be a Jewish 
c ommunity in the U.S.S.R., I believe that certainly we, in the 
Reform Movement, can empathize with the view Gorodetsky repre
sents. 

From what you know through your associations and c ontacts, what 
c urrently is being done to promote this aspect of support for 
Russian Jewry beyond the kind of Refusenik support that my mis
sion entailed? Do you see a particular role that our Movement 
should be playing either by itself or in cooperation with other 
g roups? ~everal people with whom I spoke indicated a desire to 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
November 15, 1982 

-2-

establish a Jewish identity other than an Orthodox or a Nation
alistic one. Many people responded positively to what Ron and 
I had to tell them about Liberal Judaism. 

I will be interested in hearing what you have to say on this sub
ject. I have chatted briefly with Alan and he concurs that there 
is a job to be done here. 

With every good wish, 

abbi Bernard H. Bloom 

BHB/ k 

copy: Mr. Alan V. Iselin 



National Conference 
Vice-Chairpersons 

Osias G. Goren. Los Angeles 
Robbi David HIii, Notional Council 

of Young Israel 
Donald Lefton, Miami 

Thelma C. Wolf, Hodossoh 
Non Wood. Notional Council of Jewish Women 

Treasurer 
Bobble Abrams. Council of Jewish Federations 

Financial Secretory 
Margery Kohrman. Women's American ORT 

Secretory 
Robert B. Goldmann, New York City 

April 13, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

o/ 
Immediate Post Chairman $ 

Burton s. Levinson, Los Angeles This is to acknowledge receipt of 1,500 in membership dues for 1981 
Executive Director from Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

Jerry Goodmon 
Washington Representative 

David A. Horris 
Executive Committee 

(In Addition to the Officers) 

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued 
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who 
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a 
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult 
challenges facing us in the year ahead. 

Please be advised that your 1982 membership dues request of $ 2,500 
still remains outstanding. I would appreciate you seeing to this matter 
as soon as possible. 

Lucille Brotman. Son Diego 
Robbi David Goldstein. New Orleans 

Nell Greenbaum. Chicago 
Lawrence Jockler, Detroit 
Nlcholos Lone. Pittsburgh 

Jules LIJ1pert, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 

Richard Helter. Los Angeles 
Stuart Roskos. 13'noi 13'ri th 

Mervin fl.Iseman. American Jewish Committee 
Herbert Rosenthal. Dallas 

Rita Solberg , Anti-Defamation Lea~ue 
of 13'noi 13 rith Best Wishes, 

Herbert Setlow. New Hoven 
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia ___ .,

1
,_;l(_ 

Nancy Steiner, Denver 
Will Stern. Jewish Labor Committee/ 

Workmen's Circle 
Former Chairmen 

Eugene Gold, New York City 
Lobel Kotz,• (deceased), 13'nai 13'rith 

Stanley H. Lowell. American Jewish Congress 
Richard Maass, American Jewish Committee 

George Molslen, • 
United Synagogue of America 

Robbi Israel MIiier, • 
American Zionist Federation 

Robbi Herschel Schacter,• 
Religious Zionists of America 
Lewis H. Weinstein,• Boston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb. Task Force on Education 

and Culture 
Charlotte Jacobson. 

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau 
Dr. Seymour Lochmon, Greater New York 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Jacqueline K. Levine. 

Congressional Wives far Soviet Jewry 
Bemord White, 

Washington Advisory Committee 

Theodore R. Mann 
Chairman 

TRM/ag 

cc: Bobbie Abrams 
Betty Golomb 
Jules Lippert 

ry 

National Office: 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907 . New York . N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 / Coble Address : AMCONSOV, N.Y. • Telex : 237311 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue , N.W., Washington , D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 ~" 



'Next Year in Jerusalem' 
In March and April, during interrogation, the chief investigators warned me 

that in the position I have taken during investigation, and held to here in court, I 
would be threatened with execution by firing squad, or at least 15 years. If I 
would agree to cooperate with the investigation for the purpose of destroying the 
Jewish emigration movement, they promised me early freedom and a quick 
reunion with my wife. 

Five years.ago, I submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further 
than ever from my dream. It would seem to be cause for regret. But it is absolutely 
otherwise. I am happy. I am happy that I lived honestly, in peace with my 
conscienGe. I never compromised my soul, even under the threat of death. 

I am happy that I helped people. I am proud that I knew and worked with 
such honest, brave and courageous people as Sakharov, Orlov, Ginzburg, who 
ore carrying on the traditions of the Russ-ion intelligentsia. I am fortunate to have 
been witness to the process of the liberation of Jews of the U.S.S.R. 

I hope that the- absurd accusation against me and the entire Jewish 
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my people. My near ones 
and friends know how I wanted to exchange activity in the emigration movement 
for a life with my wife, Avital, in Israel. 

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my people, hove been 
dispersed. But wherever they are, wherever Jews are found, every year they have 
repeated, "Next year in Jerusalem." Now, when I am further than ever from my 
people, from Avital, facing many arduous years of imprisonment, I say, turning to 
my people, my Avital: Next year in Jerusalem. 

Now, I turn to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined 
sentence: to you I hove nothing to soy. 

Anotoly 13. Shcharansky 
Moscow - July 14, 1978 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

Theodore R. Monn 
Vice-Chairpersons 

Osias G. Goren. Los Angeles 
Robbi David HIii. Notional Council 

of Young Israel 
Donald Lefton. Miami 

Thelma C. Wolf. Hodossoh 
Non Wood, Notional Council of Jewish Women 

Treasurer 
Bobble Abrams. Council of Jewish Federations 

Financial Secretory 
Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORT 

Secretory 
Robert B. Goldmann. New Yorn City 

Immediate Post Chairman 
Burton S. Levinson. Lo~ Angeles 

Executive Director 

June 11, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

JerryGoodman This is to acknowledge receipt of $500 towards your agency membership 
WashlngtonRepresentotive dues for 1981 - 1982 from Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

David A. Harris 
Executive Committee 

(In Addition to the Officers) 
Lucille Brotman. Son Diego 

Rabbi David Goldstein, New Orleans 
Nell Greenbaum, Chicago 
Lawrence Jockler, Detroit 
Nicholas Lone. Pittsburgh 

Jules Lli"pert, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 

Richard Helter, Los Angeles 
Stuart Roskos. D' noi D' rith 

Mervin Rlsemon, American Jewish Committee 
Herbert Rosenthal. Dallas 

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued 
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who 
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a 
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult 
challenges facing us in the year ahead. 

Best Wishes, 
Rita Salberg, Anti-Defamation Leo1l'ffl'P-------~---. 

of D'noi D rith 
Herbert Setlow, New Hoven 

Joseph Smukler. Philadelphia 
Nancy Steiner. Denver 

\VIII Stern, Jewish Labor Committee/ 
Wornmen's Circle 
Former Chairmen 

Eugene Gold, New Yorn City 
Label Katz,• (deceased), D'nal D'rith 

Stanley H. Lowell, American Jewish Congress 
P.lchard Maass, American Jewish Committee 

George Malslen. • 
United Synagogue of America 

Rabbi Israel Miller.• 
American Zionist Federation 

Rabbi Herschel Schacter, • 
Religious Zionists of America 
Lewis H. Weinstein,• Boston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb, Task Force on Education 

and Culture 
Charlotte Jacobson. 

Soviet Jewry Research Dureou 
Dr. Seymour Lachman, Greater New Yorn 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Jacqueline K. Levine, 

Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry 
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Theodore R. Mann 
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cc: Betty Golomb 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 

June 8, 1982 

Please note the enclo~ed billing from the National Conference on Soviet 

Jewry. I trust this agrees with our own records. By means of this memo 

I am asking you to send a payment on our dues as soon as possible. If 

we cannot managP- the entire payment p,lease at least make a partial payment. 



Mrs. Betty Golomb 
250 East 73 Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Betty: 

June 8, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of June 4. I truly regret that you have 
been put in this position by the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. 
I suppose, we might even say that we of the Union have put you in 
this position by not keeping up with our payments. However, Betty, 
you do know that we have been having cash-flow problems. We do 
our best to make some payment of these various subventions to 
umbrella organizations but because of our situation we have been 
unable to make good on our total commitment. 

I have asked our accounting department to send some money at this 
time and I assure you we will do our best to make payment to the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry with better regularity in the 
future. 

With appreciation for your understanding and with wannest regards, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



r 
~ ~ 

V: ✓4/ Bet t y Golomb 
250 East 73 St. 

New York, N.Y. 10021 

June 4, 1982 

~ ~r:J✓ rt{V 
~ 

Dear Alex: .V 
Please read the enclosed letter from Mark Reutlinger of the J\..\\ _ / 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry, addressed to me. I ~ 
must answer this letter and I need your help. ~~\_~ 

In each of the past few years, as the UAHC representative (I'.),Y 
to the National Conference of Soviet Jewry, I have been vv. 
asked by them to urge the Union to pay its overdue dues. 
Each year, I have been assured by the Union that the matter v j,..--' 

would be taken care of. Now, to my great embarrassment, I 0/'"') 
discover that we are some $6,650 delinquent! 

It is difficult for me to understand why, as a member 
agency, we have neither met our relatively modest 
obligation nor made it evident that we wished to make other 
arrangements. The NCSJ has been a good tenant in our 
Washington Social Action Center. By paying its rent, it 
makes it possible for us to carry out the cost of our own 

V \-l-JL 

operations. I should think that common courtesy would 
dictate a forthright position on our part. 

0y 
~ (~ 

I suppose that my contributions to the UAHC over the years ~ 
could have taken care of this obligation. I have never, , 0 / 
however, earmarked my contributions. True, certain UAHC rO~~ ' 
Soviet Jewry projects have been subsidized by me i n the v,v-
past. But, I have always paid only indirect expenses and 
never the specific NCSJ obligations of the Union. I assume 
that this is the way you would prefer it. 

As a member of the Board of the UAHC and as its Soviet 
Jewry Task Force chairman, however, I am now in a most 
difficult position. I urge you to please give me an 
official answer to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

~.)_j _ )__>< 
/ 

Betty B. Golomb 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman 

rti.oclore R. Monn 
Vice-Chairpersons 

Osias G. Goren, Los Angeles 
Robbi David HIii, Notional Council 

of Young Israel 
Donald LAtfion, Miami 

hlmoC. Wolf.Hodossoh May 26, 1982 
Non Wood, Notional Council of Jewish Women 
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Bobbie Abrams. Council of Jewish Federations 
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Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORt 

Secretory 
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Immediate Pest Chairman 
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David A. Honts 
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(In Addition to the Officers) 
Lucille Brotman, Son Diego 
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Nell Greenbaum, Chicago 
Lawrence Jodder, Detroit 
Nicholas Lone, Pittsburgh 

Jules Ll!1pert, Union of American 
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Richard Helter. Los Angeles 
Stuart Roskos, D'noi B'rith 

Mervin Rlsemon, American Jewish Committee 
Herbert Rosenthal, Dallas 

Rita Solberg, Anti-Defamation Lea9ue 
of D'noi D rith 

Herbert Sedow, New Hoven 
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia 

Nancy Steiner, Denver 
WIii Stern. Jewish Labor Committee/ 

Wori<men·s Circle 
Former Chairmen 

Eugen& Gold. New Yori< City 
Lobel Kott.• (deceased), D'nol D'rith 

Stanley H. Lowell. American Jewish Congress · 
Richard Maass, American Jewish Committee 

George Molslen. • 
Un!ted Synagogue of America 

Robbi Israel MIiier, • 
American Zionist Federation 

Robbi Herschel Schacter.• 
Religious Zionists of America 
lewis H. Weinstein,• Boston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel, Notional Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb, Task Force on Education 

and Culture 
Charlotte Jacobson. 

Soviet .Jewry Research Bureau 
Dr. Seymour lochmon, Greater New Yori< 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Jacquelin• K. Levine. 

Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry 
Bemord White. 

Washington Advisory Committee 

Ms. Betty Golumb 
Chairperson 
Un.ion of American Hebrew Congregations 
Task Force on Soviet Jewry 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Betty, 

Pursuant to our conversation of today, the follow
ing is a five year history of Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations' constituent dues payments 
to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Year Amount Re·guested Amo'l.lllt Received Date Received 

1978 $1650 $1500 May, 1978 
1979 2500 1000 October, 1979 
1980 2500 1000 Se:etember, 1981 
1981 2500 1500 March, 1982 
1982 2500 unpaid to date 

Any help that you can provide would be greatly apprecia
ted. If I can be of any further assistance in helping 
resolve this situation, please let me know. 

Thanking you in advance, 

Sincerely, 

Mark Reutlinger 
Associate Director 

MH:kr 

cc: Jules Lippert / 

? u- ':J1.;< A.J.v , ,e... -

Notional Office: 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907 . New York. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 / Coble Address : AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex : 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Mossochusem Avenue. N.W .. Washington. D.C. 200J6 • (202) 265-8114 ~" 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Chairman------------------------------=ir~ 

Theodore It Mann 
Vice-Chairpersons 

Robert B. Goldmann, New York City 
Rabbi David Hill , National Council 

of Young Israel 
Donald Lefton, Miami 

Rlto Solberg, Anti-Defamation League 
of [l 'nai Cl'ri th 

Nan Wood, National Council of Jewish Women 
Treasurer 

Mervin Riseman, American Jewish Committee 
Financial Secretary 

Bobble Abrams, Council of Jewish Federations 
Secretary 

Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORT 
Immediate Past Chairman 

Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles 
Executive Director 

Jerry Goodman 
Washington Director 

David A. Harris 
Executive Committee 

(In Addition to the Officers) 
Roslyn K. Brecher, Hadassah 

Lucille Brotman, San Diego 
Dr. Robert 0. Freedman, Claltimore 

Rabbi David Goldstein, New Orleans 
Philip Lax, [l'nai [l'rith 

January 12, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of$ 1,500 towards your agency member
ship dues for 1983 from Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued 
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who 
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a 
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult 
challenges facing us in the year ahead. 

Jules Lippert, Union of American Best Wishes, 
Hebrew Congregations ~ 

Elaine Pit~II. Hollywood, Fla .----:-, 
Edward Robin, Los Angeles 

Herbert Rosenthal, Dallas 
Daniel Rubin, Clergen County, N.J . 

Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia 
Joel J. Sprayregen, Chicago 

Will Stem, Jewish Labor Committee I Theodore R. Mann 
Workmen's Circle Chairman 

Robbi Joseph Sternstein, American Zionist 
Federation 

Marcia Weinberg, Washington , D.C. 
Former Chairmen 

Eugene Gold, Jerusalem 
Label Katz, *(deceased), [l'nai [l'rith 

Stanley H. Lowell, New York City 
Richard Maass, American Jewish Committee 

George Maislen, • 
United Synagogue of America 

Rabbi Israel Miller,• 
American Zionist Federation 

Rabbi Herschel Schacter,• 
Religious Zionists of America 
Lewis H. Weinstein,• Closton 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb, Commission on Education 

Charlotte Jacobson, 
Soviet Jewry Research Clureau 

Dr. Seymour Lachmon, Greater New York 
Conference on Soviet Jewry 

Jacqueline K. Levine, 
Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry 

Bernard White , 
Washington Advisory Committee 

TRM/ag 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

National Office : 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907. New York, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 / Cable Address : AMCONSOV, N.Y. • Telex: 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office : 2027 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W., Washington , D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 ~" 



'Next Year in Jerusalem' 
In Morch and April, during interrogation, the chief investigators warned me 

that in the position I have token during investigation, and held to here in court, I 
would be threatened with execution by firing squad, or at least 15 years. If I 
would agree to cooperate with the investigation for the purpose of destroying the 
Jewish emigration movement, they promised me early freedom and a quick 
reunion with my wife. 

Five years ago, I submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further 
than ever from my dream. It would seem to be cause for regret. But it is absolutely 
otherwise. I am h0ppy. I am happy that I lived honestly, in peace with my 
conscience. I·never'comp~omi~ed my soul, even under the threat of death. 

I om happy that 1-i-,elped people._! om proud that I knew and worked with 
such honest, brave and courageous people as Sakharov, __ Qrlov, Ginzburg, who 
ore carrying on the traditions of the Russian intelligentsia. I am fortunate to hove 
been witness to the process of the liberation of Jews of the U.S.S.R. 

I hope that the absurd accusation against me arid the entire Jewish 
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my people. My near ones 
and friends know how I wanted to exchange activity in the emigration movement 
for a life with my wife, Avita!, in Israel. 

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my people, have been 
dispersed. But wherever they are, wherever Jews are found, everyyeor they have 
repeated, "Next year in Jerusalem." Now, when I am further than ever from my 
people, from Avital, facing many arduous years of imprisonment, I soy, turning to 
my people, my Avital: Next year in Jerusalem. 

Now, I turn to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined 
sentence: to you I have nothing to say. 

Anotoly 13. Shcharansky 
Moscow - July 14, 1978 
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American Zionist Federati 

Robbi Herschel Scho r, • 
Religious Zionists of A erica 
Lewis H. Weinstein , • Daston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 
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Washington Advisory Committee 

November, 1982 1 
Dear Friend: 

The Presidium of the orld Conference on Soviet Jewry, in 
response to the deteriorate situation of Jews in the Soviet Union, 
has called for the convenin of an International Conference on Soviet 
Jewry in Jerusalem, March 14 - 16 1983. 

We will be looking to a large U.S. delegation for this critical 
international demonstration of solidarity. We hope those of you 
previously registered for the October Paris conference will join with 
us now, together with many new registrants. Representation is being 
sought from Jewish community leadership, the interreHgious com
munity, youth, lawyers and jurists, academicians and scientists. 

Arrangements for a travel and accommodations package will 
be available shortly, including touring possibilities in Israel. In the 
meantime, we urge you to complete the enclosed form and return it 
immediately. 

We look forward to your participation. 
counting on us. Let's not disappoint them! 

Cordially, 

TRM/JS:ag 

Encl. 

. Mann 

• 

Soviet Jews are 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Cable Address : AMCON'xJV, N.Y. • Telex: 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington , D.C. 200J6 • (202) 265-8114 ~ .. 
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THIRD INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

ON SOVIET JEWRY 

YES! I (we) are interested in learning about plans for the Third 
International Conference on Soviet Jewry, March 14 - 16, 1983, in 
Jerusalem. Please keep me (us) informed of all arrangements. 

Name(s) 
--------(=p,--L=E-A.....,.SE--,,-....,P.....,.R...,...IN-T=)---------

Address ----------------------
City _____________ State _____ Zip __ _ 

Organization/Community affiliation ____________ _ 

Telephone Numbers( __ ) _____________ Day 

( __ ) Evening 

Please complete and return this form IMMEDIATELY to: 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
10 East 40th Street Suite 907 
New York, New York 10016 
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ACTION 

HONORARY BOARD 
Rabbi Albert Axelrad 
Senator Jack H. Backman 
Dr. H. Thomas Ballantine, Jr. 
Prof. Elihu Bergman 
Rabbi Samuel Chiel 
Rabbi Stanley M. Davids 
Prof. Alan Dershowitz 
Cong. Brian Donnelly 
Robert F. Drinan, S.J. 
Moses Feuerstein 
Cong. Barney Frank 
Cong. Margaret M. Heckler 
Prof. Leon Jick 
Rabbi Daniel Lee Kaplan 
Rabbi Yehuda Kelemer 
Rabbi Neil Kaminsky 
Howard Kummer 
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 
Cong. Edward J. Markey 
Cong. Nicholas Mavroules 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
Rabbi Joel Meyers 
Cong. John Joseph Moakley 
Dr. Harry Schwachman 
Cong. James M. Shannon 
Rabbi Daniel Shevitz 
Rabbi Arthur F. Starr 
Rabbi Meyer J. Strassfeld 
Senator Paul Tsongas 
Rabbi Cary D. Vales 

CO-CHAIRWOMEN 
Bailey Barron 
Judy Patkin 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Barbara Palant 

CONGRESSIONAL LIA ISON 
Sheila Galland 
TELEGRAM BANK 
Rebekah Grossman 
ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
Elana Kling 
EXECUTI VE BOARD 
Donna Arzt 
Dr. Sheldon Benjamin 
Lester Bronstein 
Ruth Cranson 
Dr. Alan Delman 
Betty Dyer 
Judy Goodman 
Robert Gordon 
Joan Honig 
Frieda Horwitz 
Barbara Isaacson 
Paula Kampler 
Diane Keller 
Elana Kling 
Rabbi Michael Luckens 
Davida Manon 
Joel Manon 
Lenny Marcus 
Gerald Naplan 
Miriam Rosenblum 
Michael Rukin 
Sharon Schumack 
Barbara Silver 
Susannah Sirk in 
Stephen Whitfield 
MEDICAL MOBILIZATION 
FOR SOVIET JEWRY 
Dr. Paul Appelbaum 
Dr. Alan Delman 
Dr. Brian Miller 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
UAHC 
8J8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Shindler: 

May 19, 1982 

I appreciated speaking with you last week about 
Reverend Billy Graham and his comments on religious 
freedom in the Soviet Union. There has been some 
critical commentary on his remarks and Reverend Graham 
has said that he may have been md.sinterpreted. 

I hope that the UAHC will be in touch with Reverend 
Graham about his inaccuracies regarding religious freedom 
for both Jews and non-Jews in the Soviet Union. I feel 
it is extremely important not to let his remarks go 
unnoticed. 

BB/bp 
cc: 
Rabbi Paul Menitoff 
Rabbi -Cary Yales 

Sincerely, 

0a-i-, /Jt;~ 

Bailey Barron 
Co-Chairwoman of Action 

for Soviet Jewry 

Rabbi Iawrence Kushner 
Rabbi Daniel Lee Kaplan 
Rabbi Neil Kaminsky 

24 Crescent Street, Suite .'.30 Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 (617) 893-2.'.3.'.31 Member: Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
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PATRIARCH PIMEN conducting R~.ssion . Orthodox · Easter servicct • blocked hundrecb of worshippers~stl; young...:..:from. otienJ: 

Sunday in Mosco~: Older people were allowed inside, but police • Ing- services Jn the faith's 40 city churches. (AP) 

. . 
-

- . 

Soviet· poUCe bl C>ck worShippers 
Eastern ·orthodox ·rites 1off limits' -to young , 

/ 
. 

• 
. 

MOSCOW (AP),-Sovlet police ,night _services. . was full. and recoinmended that he 

stopped hundreds or worshippers- "rm a believer. so l go to church address his complaints · to the city gov- • • 

rnnstly ·young people-fr9m nttending every Sunday," one elderly woman said. · ernmcnt. . .. ·. . • . 

Ras!.'ha Easter services Suni:hy hut "But peep le, ntr kinds and ·ages, enJoy • Orthodox Easter , services _l;,5t irom • • 

tho1Jsands of others flocked to cemf\ter- watchin~- the Easter. cereu'i0!iY because ml<,inight until ~fawn und in,;L~d.-\ dnbo-

lts to decorate family grav~s with bread • 1t ls so beautiful." - .. rate choral ~rr:!~gements . . 

and roses and painted eggs. ' About 200 young and • mlddle-agtid •. DELIE'JE~S traditionally l>rca1': thP. 

The Orthodox Easter falls a week people gathered around barricades . out- Lenten . fast with an Easter m!:l,.ainK 

later than that of the Roman ·catholic • s!de one or Moscow's smaller churches, breakfast of "kulich," an Easter hrcnf\. • 

and Protestant faiths. It has endured as the 18th century Church· of the Dorinl- and "pashka.''· a. cheese dessert, lldore • 

a Russian tradition, despite official. Sovi- .. tion ·or_ the Potters. Several young . peo- • visiting famUy graves. . 

et o;>posltlon to religious oolief, both as · pie; carrying ~mbrellas to ward off ~ Tens of thousands of people st,-camrd 

a spiritual ceiehration and a demonstra• cold driizle, softly sang accompaniment into -· Moscow's : yagan~ov_skoye cemc

tlon of continuity with the non-commu- to a guita-:. 
tery, one of the largest in: the nati(,n. 

nist past. . Plainclothes police at first sto?ped an. Several dozen peddlers lined the street 

UNIFORMED and- plainclothes So,,i&t Ammicaa reporter frum approaching the outside. the cemetery w:111~ • . seiling fresh 

police. set-up barricades around most of :·church t,nt motioned him · past whel_l and plastic. Hower'>. 

the more than 40 • Russian Orthodox they realized he. was a foreigner . .. • --- Hardly a grave in tht, 12,l-3cre c.-m~~ -

church~s in Moscow. They . allowe{\ One man in his.tOs argul d with police· tery was not d.ccorat(•d with frnsh flow~ 

older pi!ople inside but blocked · the who ·stopped him at the barricade .. • A ers, painted· eggs· and cnunh!ed E:istet· 

• . ynurii;cr· generation _frnm altenGin!f ali~ unitotm.:d officer told hirn the bull<ling br.ead. 

Chicago Sun-Times, Monday, April · 19, • 19r 

THE NATIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 

, ":\n7 ~miTH WABASH AVENUE #221 
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r-------------,--...;._------ Chica~o.T~lbune. Tuesday! Ap;H 1_3, 198{· - , c, 

• Tw~lve-year-old lgor'.·M~dvedovskY'sits and wa~che~ as his 101 sJv;~(Jews received their -perrnane~t~:sid:nr~;:;~~ 
elders take an oath Monday in a_ Loop office building ~ere cards trcm U.S; ' Immigration officials. · _ • • .. •. ~ : • . 

Russian. JelVs 11lafR lleuf'eXOd-iis :_' 
By Eilee __ n Ogintz , .gine'ei-s;,-fa~tory ~orkers, c~n1pute~· teclini- migration agency for the Ame~ican Jewish ' 

. . . . , cians, hairdressers and young chUdren-felt Community. • • • • • • .: • • 
• TWELVE-YEAR~OLD Igor Medvedo".skf as if they ~ere repeating biblical history "It was not easy to leave .the countty 
used to get so angry at the children who . when Moses led: the Jewish slaves out· of where you were · born and come here and _ 
taunted him for beiqg Jewish that he regu- . Egypt· int<5 .freedom, into the desert and start anew," Botfeld told the•gruup. , .: 
larly got into fistfights. • toward the Pro_mised Land. • . • BotfeJd noted that in the last month only 

. That was in Leningrad, where Igor was • That journey, which · -took . 40 years, is . 260 Jews, the lowest number in 15 years, 
. . born . and lived until the Medvedovskys : commemorated- by the hoiiday Passover. ha-:e been_ perIDitted to lea~.e'the Soviet 

emigrated to the_ Unitvd States .two years . being_ cel~brated this_ -:veek. _o~ Monday Umon. • • , · -.· . .~ 
ago; .·· , .. , • · • - · , _.- . . .. . mornmg m ~ .Loc,p office buil4mg, these . "I'm so glad ,we're J:iere,'; said -- Igor's 

"Here nobody laughs at ke for ' being a - Soviet Jews celebrated their- voyage to a mother, Bronya1 a bookkeeper. "Here my 
•. ,Tew," !g:ir :,aid Monday. "I don't 1,ave to free country as U.S. · immigration officials children can do what .they want and study 

fight anybody anymo:re:" . . • : • . inte!,;ir:,wea them, tock th~i; . fingerprints y.haL ·you want; And jm;t beh!g abie t(, g1J to 
• :,. "l can holci · my : bead up here,'' ~dded and ~ave them t_.'le ~ov~te<l green cards that synagogue is very good." • • 
. _ Mike Medvedovsky, 19. "I'm proud ti>: be a . are, mvalu~ble m nndmg e~ploym~nt and . • She was sitting · next to her 72-year-old 
• Jew.'.' , _, mark the first step toward c1t1zensh1p. . • mother-in-law, Paula MedvedQvsky, who 

• , • • • • • ' • · - • hadn't been permitted to celebrate Passover 
· FOR THE ll-ledvedovskys, who. now live in . "I've been waiting for this for • a long in more than · 50 years until 'the family's . 

· time," said Zharina Bobrod, 41, who 1 
Rogers Park, and 101 other Soviet Jews, emigrated with her husband,! daughter and arriva1 in the U:S. - , ... . _., • • • • _ ·-·-
their new-found religious freedom took on a son from- .Kiev .-in l9?S. and l.now lives in ' The elderly woman's eyes welled with 
special historical significance Monday when , Rogers Park. "I'm thankfuL'I • ~ears as her daughter-in-law asked her in 
they were given temporary . green card~ . . . i Russian what it means to become a perma-
until the permanent ones can be processed- "PASSOVER celebrates freedom, and nent U,S. resident: "It makes·me very, very 

. that state they are peqnanent residents oi • that's what we're doing here today,"· said' happy," she said softly" 'in Russian. "It 
:the United States. Joel' Botfeld, a spokesman for th~ Hebrew · mak.~s me very happy to celebrate Passover_ 
. These modern-day Jews--including en- , Immigrant Aid Society, th~ international • again:' . • . • • • • 

. • . 1... . • , ; ·: ~;,.: '; . 
'----,-.-.----,.-,--------,---------------------'-----"-----'--·"__: ..!,_· ·:··:. r;,;-_·:"•: :- "- ·~ ,//·r, l •~_:::.; .'!.__: ___ •• _, ._..,.~--~ 

The National Inter~eligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry 
1307 South Wabash A~enue, #221 --- Chicago, Il. 60605 



Nathan H. Sauberman, P.E. 
12921 Pt . Pleasant Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22033 

Dear f·tr. Saui.,er,:mn: 

March 1, 1982 

In response to your <:tter of Febi•uary 24, I can ~el 1 you tnat to the 
best of rw knowlcdqe the Union of Cou11cils for SoviP.t ~lP.ws is an 
uut-hentic or_ anizatio,1. 011r Ul\i-lC representadves in thi--1 cause of 
.cvfot Jews do no·, .,m;ever, Hork throu ! this gror!::. 1-Je ar-e affiliat
ed with h. : at ion, 1 C mfere;1te on Sovie'.: JG\tJr' • 

There are:: so;.1e 1)rominent naml'.!s ·I1steJ on ti~~ ·Ietter',ead o·: tl.e 1JCSJ 
and whi :: I wou·,d a t 9lace ti1is group in a catego:~y HHh the JDL, I 
do believe they are more a:rnressive in approaci1 than is the 1CSJ. 

I regr(.t that I can·1ot provice any a1:1di tion«1 inforration and trust 
this letter will b~ of help. 

v!ith a 11 ~JOO l \ti shes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. · 



NEW Yq_RK LIC. 
.. NO. 38527 

VIRGINIA LJC. 
NO. 9134 

NATHAN H. SAUBERMAN, P.E. 
12921 PT. PLEASANT DRIVE 

FAIRFAX. VIRGINIA 2203 3 
703•968·6935 

February 24, 1982 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Your past kindness and consideration encourage me to 

bring to your attention a matter of concern. I am very 

puzzled and disturbed by the enclosed letter, received this 

date. Ostensibly it claims to enlist widespread support for 

Jews living in the soviet Union . However, the message it 

conveys somehow seems spurious. Could you please advise me 

regarding the authenticity of this UCSJ organization which 

is conducting a campaign_,purportedly in behalf of fellow 

Jews , allegedly being sorely mistreated? I am, of course, 

aware that enemies of my people leave no stone unturned in 

finding ways to do us harm. Can you provide me with some 

information regarding the UCSJ? Is it just another version 

of the notorious Jewish Defense League? Needless to say, 

your advice in this matter will be most appreciated. 

I take this opportunity to convey my best wishes for a 

"Kesiva V 'Chasima Tova". 

Sincerely yours, 

Nathan Sauberman 
[Retired] 



January 20, 1982 

Fred Cohen 

Please let me have as soon as possible a check for $50.00 made 
payable to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. This is 
for a dinner reservation for Rabbi Schindler for Wednesday, 
January 27. 

Thank you. 



~tional Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Theodore It Ma,iii'-----~--------------------------------

Vice-Chairpersons 
Osias G. Goren, Los Angeles 

Rabbi David HIii, National Council 
of Young Israel 

Donald Lefton, Miami 
Thelma C. Wolf, Hadassah 

Nan Wood, National Council of Jewish Women 

September 16, 1981 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

---, 

Treasurer 
Bobble Abrams, Council of Jewish Federations 

Financial Secretary 
Margery Kohrman, Women's American ORT 

Secretary 
Robert B. Goldmann, New York City 

Immediate Past Chairman 
Burton S. Levinson, Los Angeles 

Executive Director 
Jerry Goodman 

Washington Representative 
David A. Harris 

Executive Committee 
(In Addition to the Officers) 

This is to acknowledge receipt of $1,000 in membership dues for 1980 
from Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued 
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who 
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a 
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult 
challenges facing us in the year ahead. 

Lucille Brotman, San Diego 
Robbi David Goldstein, New Orleans 

Nell Greenbaum, Chicago 
Lawrence Jackler, Detroit 
Nlcholos Lane, Pittsburgh 

Jules Llt"pert, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 

Richard Melter, Los Angeles 
Stuart Roskos, D'noi D'rith Best Wishes, 

Mervin fl.Iseman, American Jewish Committee 
Herbert Rosenthal , DalloHlL 

Rita Salberg, Anti-Defamatio~ L~9~e R )l 
of D no, D nt 

Herbert Setlow, New Haven -.._ 
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia -r-..,.. __ 

Nancy Steiner, Denver Th d R 
Will Stern, Jewish Labor Committee / eo ore • Mann 

Workmen's Circle Chairman 
Former Chairmen 

Eugene Gold, New York City / 
Label Katz, • (deceased), D'nai D'rith BSL ag 

Stanley H. Lowell , American Jewish Congress 
Richard Maass, American Jewish Committee 

. George Maislen, • cc: Betty Golomb 
United Synagogue of America 

Rabbi Israel Miller,• 
American Zionist Federation 

Rabbi Herschel Schacter, • 
Religious Zionists of America 
Lewis H. Weinstein , • Doston 

• American Jewish Conference 
on Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Officio 
Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers 

Committee for Soviet Jewry 
Sol Goldstein, 

Washington Advisory Committee 
Betty Golomb, Task Force on Education 

and Culture 
Charlotte Jacobson, 

Soviet Jewry Research Dureau 
Dr. Seymour Lechman, Greater New York 

Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Jacqueline K. Levine, 

Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry 
Bemard White, 

Washington Advisory Committee 

Notional Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907 , New York. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 / Coble Address : AMCONSOV. N.Y. • Telex : 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Mossochusem Avenue, N.W .. Washington , D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 @n 



'Next Year in Jerusalem' 
In Morch and April, during interrogation, the chi~f investigators warned me 

that in the position I have token during investigation, and held to here in court, I 
would be threatened with execution by firing squad, or at least 15 years. If I 
would agree to cooperate with the investigation for the purpose of destroying the 
Jewish emigration movement, they promised me early freedom and a quick 
reunion with my wife. 

Five years ago, I submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further 
than ever from my dream. It would seem to be cause for regret. But it is absolutely 
otherwise. I om happy. I om happy that I lived honestly, in peace with my 
conscience. I never compromised my soul, even under the threat of death . 

. l·om .happy that I helped people. I om proud that ·I knew and worked with 
such honest, brave and courageous people as Sakharov, Orlov, Ginzburg, who 
ore carrying on the traditions of the Russian intelligentsia. I am fortunate to hove 
been.witness' to the process of the liberation of Jews of the U.S.S.R. 

I hope that the absurd accusation against me and the entire Jewish 
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my people. My near ones 
and friends know how I wanted to exchange activity in the emigration movement 
for a life with my wife, Avita!, in Israel. 

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my people, hove been 
dispersed. But wherever they are, wherever Jews are found, every year they hove 
repeated, "Next year in Jerusalem." Now, when I am further than ever from my 
people, from Avita I, facing many arduous years of imprisonment, I say, turning to 
my people, my Avita!: Next year in Jerusalem. 

Now, I turn to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined 
sentence: to you I have nothing to say. 

Anatoly 13. Shcharansky 
Moscow - July 14, 1978 



f! . . nona rd Rubin 
Jew ish Welfare Board 
1~ E~st 26 Stree t 
tcw York, N.Y. 10010 

I have your lett e r o• Ma.rc h 2 to pethe r wi th t h '? quos t 1o n air e 
for your survey on the ac culturation of ovi et J ew ish i mmi
gra nt !.. 

Our Sov i et J.:.t ry pr o gram is dire etad by Mr s. et.ty Goiomb , 
I ~ h • herefore t k ng th e lib~rty o f or a r d1ng your let ter 
and the q estfdnnair ~ to her . She will~ of cou r se , be con-

ac i n • y o direc · ly in th is r aarJ . 

Hith every good t ish, I am 

cc: Mrs. Betty Go lomb 
Mr. Albert Vorspan 

Sin ce r el yl 

Al xander M. Schindler 

• 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N U E • N E W Y O R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

October 13, 1980 

That was a wonderful thing you did going to Paris and I trust that the 

response was commensurate with the gesture and the effort. 

I am writing to remind you of your intention to ask the Memorial Founda

tion for Jewish Culture for a $50,000 grant to publish the book for 

Russian Jews in America which Bernie Martin is preparing. Betty Golomb, 

Bernie Martin, Elliot Stevens and I had an excellent meeting a couple of 

weeks ago at which time we decided to go ahead with the project if the 

funding can be provided. You and I, by the way, had estimated a cost 

figure of $70,000, but we were $20,000 off because we were talking about 

a 20,000 copy printing, and we have decided that 10,000 copies will be 

quite enough, at least for a first printing. The difference between the 

two, in terms of cost runs, is minimal. Our horseback estimate was right 

on the button, except for our estimate of the number of copies needed in 

the first instance. 

I know that you will need a detailed submission,and we will have that ready 

soon, but I do not think it would be a waste of time for you to put out 

"feelers" at this time. 

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as you can find the time to 

make a call or however you see fit to make the first probe. 

All good wishes. 

JBG/s 

OFFICERS: cc: Rabbi Bernard Martin, Rabbi Elliot S. Stevens, 

Rabbi Jordan 
Mrs. Betty Golomb, Pearlson 

Jerome A. Maline, President 
Danbury, CT 

Herman E. Schaalman, Vice President 
Chicago, IL 

Joseph B. Glaser. Executive Vice President 
New York. NY 

Meyer Heller, Treasurer 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Robert J. Marx , Recording Secretary 
Highland Park, IL 

Sylvan D Schwartzman, Financial Secretary 
Cincinnat, . Ohio 

Elliot L. Stevens, Admm1strat1ve Secretary 
New York, NY 

Sidney L. Regner, Executive Vice President Emeritus 
New York. NY 

Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 M A D I S O N A V E N tJ E • N E W Y O R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2 ) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

September 17, 

Rabbi Bernard Martin 
2593 Dysart Road 
University Heights, OH 44118 

Dear Bernie: 

I'm glad you're going to be here the week of the 29th, during which I 
am relatively free except for the 29th itself when we have a UAHC 
Executi ve Committee meeting. I want to discuss with you some financial 
problems that have arisen with regard to the Soviet Jewry project. 

With the translation fee and the probable cost for such a necessarily 
limited run amounting to perhaps $2.00 a book, Alex and I, who have met 
and discussed the matter, see a cost at the beginning of approximately 
$70,000. The Union is in no shape to put up half of that and suc h an 
amount would be beyond the Conference's purview. What Alex and I are 
presently doing is contacting sources which we think would be most 
appropriate to ask for funding . 

Hopefully, we'll both have some tentative responses by the time you get 
here and we will be abl e to go i nto more detail at that time as well. 

Al l of this is not to say that we still don't want to push it through but 
we are obviously going to have to get some outside funding in order to 
help do so. Production costs are enormous these days and, it does look 
as though we're probably going to have to be giving the book away in most 
cases, unless we can find funding at the other end, which is not too 
likely and is an awful chore . 

I'll see you in a few weeks. In the meantime, warmest good wishes. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi oseph B. Glaser 

I 
JBG/s 
cc: Rabbis Alexander Schindler, Ell i ot Stevens, 

Pearlson, Ms. Betty Golumb 

R/,ph Kingsley, Jordan 

Jerome R Mnlmn Pn•s,nvnr 
Danbury CT 

Mey1 r Ht>llf·r Tr,_•,1::;urer 
B,,v.-rly Hills CA 

E!hot L Steven":; Adm,msrrat1w• Sorrt'lary 
Ne" York NY 

S1dnPy L Rpgn1•1 Ex,•L"t1t,vf' VtCC' Ptt•s,cit•nt f mf•fllU!i 

New York NY 
Herman E Sct1a,uindn V11 (' Pr,,s1dPnt 

Chicago. IL 
Joseph B Glaser E:te1 ut,vP V,cr- Prcs,denr 

New York NY 

Roh+•1t , M,ux R~•1 1rcllntJ St>( n'fd'Y' 
H191lt.111d Park IL 

Sylvan D Schwartzman Fman<.,.1al S1•, rf'tary 
Cm1·1111\.t l1 Oh1n 

Jacob A Marcus Honorary President 
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MIIEJMI (Q) ~ANID>lUJJMI 
Date __ Se~p~t_e_m_b_e_r_ 4-,_1_98_0 __ _ 

From Betty Golomb ----~------------------

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

I am thrilled with Bernard Martin's proposal. It is the right material 
to have at this time and his outline sounds excellent. 

I spoke to Rabbis Glaser and Kingsley; both were in favor of the project. 

My only concern is to make sure that this publication will meet the pecu
liar needs of the Soviet emigr~s. I know that Rabbi Martin is a fine _ 
scholar we will be proud to have write this significant book. 

Although he suggests that Rashinsky (sp?) do the translation (some thing 
that would please any rabbinic student), it is silllplistic to view the 
proper approach only as a linguistic one. However sound are Martin's 
credentials as a religious authority on Judaism, the book must be more 
than an intellectual presentation designed to appeal to the educated 
Russian. This immigrant group has been trained in communism, for the 
most part hostile to religion and unfamiliar with liberal experiences 
basic to an understanding of Reform Judaism. Without extensive research 
into the particular views of these i1Il1Iligrants, and without personally 
consulting and querying the emigres affected, the book will not reach 
its audience and will fail to inform and attract this valuable group to 
Judaism. 

I do hope we can act on this suggestion innnediately. Please let me know 
what I can do to help. 

Happy New Year! 



August 28, 1980 

Rabbi Bernard Martin 
Abba Hillel Silver Professor 

of Jewish Studies 
Case.Western Reserve University 
Clevel nd, Ohio 44106 

Dear Bernie: 

Your letter of August 20 reached my office today, as did Joe Glaser's 
letter of August 26 on the same subject. The Post Office evidently 
gfves far better service to 790 Madison than 838 Fifth! 

As Joe suggests, I am sharing your letter w1th Betty Golumb, who chairs 
our Task Force on Soviet Jewry. If she has not already done so. she 
will discuss your propasa1 w1th Ra1ph Kingley, Chairman of the CCAR's 
COr.Jnittee on Soviet Jewry. Onee Joe and I hear from Betty and Ralph 
we' 11 discuss the project and be 1n contact with you. 

With wannest regards from house to house and best wishes for the New 
Year. I am 

Sincere1y. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Ms. Betty Go 1 umb 
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 



tl'~ipr,~:, tl'J:J1:'"l 11.:\t\ 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 9 0 MAD ISON AVENUE • NEW YORK , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I have my copy of Bernie Martin's letter to you about a textbook for 

Soviet Jews in America and in happening to talk to him on the telephone 

on another matter, informed him that the matter is now being considered 

by our Committee on Soviet Jewry, chaired by Ralph Kingsley, and your 

Task Force on Soviet Jewry, headed by Betty Golumb. At least it was 

referred to them and I think they have had some contact. 

Bernie's offer to write the book should move the timetable up literally 

by years. I am sending my copy of the correspondence to Ralph and sug

gest you give yours to Betty. When we see what they come up with, you 

and I have to get together to talk about the production aspect of it. 

Please know that we here at the CCAR are in complete agreement with 

Bernie on the matter of a liturgy, but that is a separate subject. 

All good wishes. 

JBG/s 

cc: Rabbis Bernard Martin, Herman Schaalman, Ralph Kingley, Elliot Stevens, 

Jordan Pearlson 

Jerome R Malmo. President 
Danbury. CT 

Meyer Heller, Treasurer 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Elliot L. Stevens. Admm1strat1ve Secretary 
New York. NY 

Herman E. Schaalman. Vice President 
Chicago, IL 

Joseph B Glaser Executive Vice President 
New York. NY 

Robert J. Marx, Recording Secretary 
Highland Park, IL 

Sylvan D. Schwartzman. Fmanc,al Secretary 
C1ncinnat1, Ohio 

Sidney L Regner Executive Vice President Emer,tus 
New York. NY 

Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
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August 20, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

The story I read last night in the September issue of ~efo;rm 
Judaism about Victor Rashkovsky, the thirty-eight year old Rus
sian Jew who has entered the Hebrew Union College, brought to the 
surface an idea that has been floating around in my subconscious 
for some time. 

I have been disturbed by the fact that our Orthodox brethren, 
particularly the Lubavitch Hasidim, have been most active (if 
Cleveland is typical of the situation nationally) in working to 
attract the Russian immigrants to Judaism. I have been even 
more distressed by the fact that many of the more intelligent 
innnigrants (the doctors, the lawyers, the engineers, the artists 1 

the former university professors) are repelled by the simplistic 
and Neanderthal teachings of Chabad and, believing that is wh~t 
Judaism really is, proceed to discard it all as rubbish. 

Like Rashkovsky, I am convinced that Reform Judaism, properly 
presented, would be quite attractive to many of the more intel
lectual Russians. However, I do not think that it is at all 
sufficient simply to develop a Reform Hebrew-Russian prayer
book, as Rashkovsky is allegedly doing, or to publish a Friday 
night service in Russian, Hebrew and English, as the UAHC has 
done. 

I believe that a significant purpose would be served through 
the publication by the Union of a bilingual book (English and 
Russian on facing pages) entitled something like Reform Judaism: 
Its History, Beliefs, Practices, Values and Institutions . I 
enclose a tentative table of content for the book that I have 
in mind. 

Bernard Martin 
Abba Hillel Silver Professor of Jewish Studies 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler - Page 2. 

The book, in my judgment, ought to be written in a simple, lucid, 
yet fairly sophisticated way and should present "mainstream Reform." 
Each of the chapters should, I think, be quite brief, twelve to 
fifteen pages. It is important, I believe, that the book be pub
lished in bilingual form. Many of the immigrants, especially 
in their first years in the United States, are not fluent in 
English; hence, a translation of the English text into Russian 
seems to me essential. Furthermore, a bilingual edition might 
prove helpful to many in their more general purpose of learning 
English. 

I can assure you that at present I have no lack of literary projects 
on which to expend my limited energies. In fact, at the moment, 
I am working on four books, two of which will be published next 
year, one by Greenwood Press of Westport and the other by the 
Ohio University Press. Nevertheless, I feel so strongly about 
the need and value of the kind of book I have in mind that I am 
willing to write the English text myself in the next few months. 

I could also translate it into Russian, which I read and write 
with a fair amound of fluency (see the enclosed xerox biographi-
cal statement, which refers to the fact that I have published 
translations of several works by the Russian-Jewish philosopher Shestov) 
but I would prefer that someone else do this - perhaps Rashkovsky, 
if he knows English well enough, or perhaps some academician in 
New York, Cleveland or elsewhere who could do justice to the task. 
I am quite certain that a competent Russian translator would not be 
too difficult to find. After all, it's not nearly as difficult a 
task as translating Shestov. 



r • 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler - Page 3 

The problem of printing is also not at all complicated. Ardis 
Publishing House of Ann Arbor, Michigan, the leading Russian 
language publisher in the United States, would, I am sure, be able 
to produce the book. The book itself, I think, ought to be 
published under the aegis of the Union, perhaps jointly with the 
CCAR. Whether the book would prove financially profitable or not, 
I cannot say. However, I am strongly persuaded that the Union 
(and/or the CCAR) ought to do this sort of thing. 

Give the matter some thought, Alex, and let me have your reaction 
as soon as possible. In one sense, I am not eager to undertake 
this project. On the other hand, I think it is immensely important 
and that I, or someone else, ought to do it. 

With warmest personal greetings, and with every good wish for you 
and Rhea for the approaching New Year, I am, 

Most cordially, 

11-~ 
Bernard Martin 

P.S. I am sending a copy of this letter to Joe Glaser and also 
Herman Schaalman. If I am not mistaken, Herman has now 
taken office as president of the CCAR. 

Copies and Enclosures to: 

BM:jb 

Rabbi Herman Schaalman (Chicago) 
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser (New York) 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
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OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Rabbi Bernard Martin 
2593 Dysart Road 
University Heights, OH 44118 

Dear Bernie: 

October 27, 1980 

I am afraid that I have disappointing news. The Executive Board, after a 
full discussion, decided to agree with the Finance Committee to the effect 
that work should not begin on a book on Judaism for Russian Jews until 
money is raised for it. We are now talking about a $60,000 minimum, which 
would mostly have to come from a grant from the Memorial Foundation which 
does not meet and allocate until July. 

I am afraid that that pretty well puts it to bed for at least the next ten 
months. 

I hate to convey such news to someone who has been so forthcoming and enthu
siastic, and obviously capable, but that is the decision that has been made. 

My warmest good wishes. 

JBG/s 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Jerome R Mahno. President 
Danbury CT 

Mpycr Heller Treasurer 
Bcvt•ily Hills . CA 

Elhot L S1evens Admm1srrat1vf' Secretary 
New York . NY 

Sidney L Regner Executive V,cc President Emeritus 
New York. NY 

Herman E Schaalman. Vice President 
Chicago. IL 

Joseph B Glaser. Execullve Vice President 
New York . NY 

Robert J Marx. Recording Secretary 
Highland Park IL 

Sylvan D Schwartzman Fmanc,af Secretary 
Cmcinnat1. Ohio 

Jacob A Marcus. Honorary President 
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al feels thj_s requires a meet_ing with betty - you and al - rather than 
a wri.tten response , she ts not wrong - she has been treated r°'th.er 
shabbily, instead cf saying wonderful but we h.ave no money and will have 
to cont,nue work for soviet jewry within the umbrella ·organization, we 
gave her a green light but she's stopped by the red light of no funds 
has to scrounge about for every bit, can't get an intern, no dough ... 

he suggests the three of you meet ... 

I've drafted a memo toted that while it was a luncheon session which 
was not recorded, it deals with a committee of the uahc and there should 
have been something in the minutes of the board, at least a reference. 
this is not in the same category as mejia and pisar, those did not deal 
with uahc program and/or task force efforts. 
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Alex - none of the 11 program 11 speeches were 
taped - Mejia, Pisar, Rashkofsky, etc. There 
was a piece in R.J. on the Task Force & 
Rashkofsky 



October 10, 1980 

MEMO TO: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
FROM: Betty Golomb, Chairman, Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

As I write this, you are once again about to make history by taking 
a very important and courageous position of leadership in the World 
Jewish community. 

As one who has had considerable cont?ct with French Jewry through the 
World Union Board and other international committees, I know of the 
many problems of this complex society and can appreciate the nature 
of the delicate and difficult road that you are traveling. I have 
every faith that your efforts will rouse an otherwise timid French 
Jewry to take action in the protection of their own rights and, 
thereby, of Jews .everywhere. 

The deep sense of commitment to World Jewry that has been demonstrated 
by you in France is something that I have admired d~ring the many 
years that I've had the pleasure of knowing you. Certainly, it 
was evidenced in your creation of the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. 
It was, in fact, the goals you outlined and your assurance that 
these goals ' were personally important to you that convinced me 
to take the chairmanship. 

I cannot begin to tell you how pleased I was last May that a prime 
spot in a crowded UAHC.National Board agenda was given to a report 
on the work of the Task Force and to the presentation by our 
first Soviet rabbinical candidate. 

I am sure, therefore, that you were as dismayed as I was to 
read the minutes of the Board meeting and find no reference at all 
to the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. 

I am particularly upset by this omission because it is part of 
a pattern that has existed for ~he entire three-and-a-half year 
life of this committee. 

The importance of our having given this report to 
was, I hope, obvious. It gave the UAHC board, 
an opportunity to hear and understand the goals, 
activities and accomplishments of the Task Force 
been sponsoring. 

I am at an impasse. 

Please consider the following: 

the Board in May 
for the first time, 
functions, 

that it had 

I had agreed not to make an appeal for funds. 
I had agreed to avoid spending any pre-allocated part of 
the committee's budget(Although the RJA appeal gave 
the impression that the money was committed). 
The Union has made it particularly difficult for the Task 
Force to obtain non-staff assistance by omitting us from 
its official listings soliciting volunteers. 
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To Rabbi Schindler from Betty Golomb 10/10/80 page 2 

Time at conventions has never been allocated for 
Task Fo$e meetings. 
It has become necessary for us to discontinue our only 
staff member at the point at which our program has begun 
to take hold. 
The new grant proposal, even if accepted, will not cover 
a staff assistant beyond youth responsibilities, and 
then only for a portion of the year. 

We can no longer hope to be as effect~ve during the corning year 
as we were during the year past. 

Is it wise to continue the Task Force without recognition or 
support by the Union Board or its administration? 

As you know, we have accomplished a great dea l to date, but we 
have hardly scratched the surface. We've proved that it is 
possible to involve the Soviet emigre in American J ~wish life. 
We've established that the most logical form for these new 
Americans is Liberal Judaism. Our programs has proved an 
excellent alternative to the strong Orthodox Movement's effort. 

To fulfill our purpose, however, there must be a long range 
£omrnitment to an outreach program. 

Without such commitment, it make little sense to continue. 
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Ao I M· MORANDUM I 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Ted Broido 

Date 

Enclosed is a copy of a memo from Betty Golomb to me which is self 
explanatory. 

October 23, 1980 

I realize that Rashkovsky spoke during the luncheon break and that 
section of the meeting was not recorded by Libby. We also had a spread 
in Reform Judaism about Victor. 

However, it seems to me that while we do not usually record luncheon 
sessions at Board meetings, when it is a report which has to do with a 
committee or task force of the UAHC, there should be some indication of 
that portion of the meeting in the minutes. I do not expect a report 
on Mehjia or Pisar from the May Board meeting. However, the Soviet 
Jewry Task Force is an important part of our program. I would suggest 
to the future that even if a particular session is not recorded by Libby, 
some notes be taken to be included in the minutes so that we do not have 
a situation similar to Betty's distress. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 
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October 10, ~98 0 

MEMO TO : Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
FROM : Betty Golomb, Chairman, Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

As I write this, you are once again about to make history by taking 
a very important and courageous position of leadership in the World 
Jewi s h community. 

As one who has had considerable cont?ct with French J ewry through the 
World Union Board and other international committees, I know of the 
many problems of this complex society and can appreciate the nature 
of the delicate and difficult road that you are traveling . I have 
every faith that your efforts wil l rouse an otherwise timid French 
Jewry t o take action in the protection of their own rights and, 
thereby, of Jews .everywhere . 

The deep sense of commitment to World Jewry that has been demonstrated 
by you in France is something that I have admired d~ring the many 
years tha t I've had the pleasure of knowing you . Certainly, it 
was evidenced in your creation of the Task Force on Soviet Jewry . 
It was, in_ fact, the goal s you outlined and your assurance that 
these goals 'were personally important to you that convinced me 
to take the chairmanship. 

I cannot begin to tell you how pleased I was last May that a prime 
spot in a crowded UAHC.National Board agenda wa s given t o a report 
on the work of the Task Force and to the presentation by our 
first Soviet rabbinical candidate . 

I am sure, therefore, that you were as dismayed as I was to 
read the minute s of the Board meeting and find no reference at all 
to the Task Force on Sovie t Jewry . 

I am particularly upset by this omission because it is part of 
a pattern that has existed for ~he entire three-and-a-half year 
life of thi s committee . 

The i mportance of our having given this report t o 
was, I hope, obvious . It gave the UAHC board, 
an opportunity to hear and understand the goals, 
activities and accomplishments of the Task Force 
been sponsoring . 

I am at an i mpas se. 

Please consider the following: 

the Board in May 
for the first time, 
functions , 

that it had 

I had agreed not to make an appeal for funds . 
I had agreed to avoid spending any pre-allocated part of 
the committee's budget(Although the RJA appeal gave 
the impression that the money was committed). 
The Union has made it particularly difficult for the Task 
Force to obtain non-staff assistance by omitting us from 
its official listings soliciting volunteers. 
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Time at conventions has neve r been allocated for 
Task Fofe meetings. 

page 2 

It has become necessary for us to discontinue our only 
staff member at the point at which our program has begun 
to take hold . 
The new grant proposal , even if accepted, will not cover 
a staff assistant beyond youth responsibilities, and 
then only for a portion of the year. 

We can no longer hope to be a s effecttve during the coming year 
as we were during the year past . 

Is it wise to continue the Task Force witho ut recognition or 
support by the Union Board or its administration ? 

As you know , we have accomplished a great deal to date , but we 
have hardly scratched the surface . We've proved that it i s 
possible to involve the Soviet emigre in American Jewish life . 
We've established that the most logical form for these new 

· Americans is Liberal Judaism . Our programs has proved an 
excellent alternative to the strong Orthodox Movement's effort. 

To fulfill our purpose , however , there must be a long range 
commitment to an outreach program . 

Without such commitment, it make little sense to continue . 

. I 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Ted Broido 

En•losed is a copy of a memo from Betty Golomb to me which is self 
explanatory. 

October 23, 1980 

I realize that Rashkovsky spoke during the luncheon break and that 
section of the meeting was not recorded by Libby. We also had a spread 
in RefDnn Judaism about Victor. 

However, it seems to me that while we do not usually record luncheon 
sessions at Board meetings, when it is a report which has to do with a 
committee or task force of the UAHC, there should be some indication of 
that portion of the meeting in the minutes. I do not expect a report 
on Mehjia or Pisar from the ~.ay Board meeting. However, the Soviet 
Jewry Task Force is an important part of our program. I would su~gest 
to the future that ev~n if a particular session is not recorded bJJLibby, 
some notes be taken to be included in the minutes so thatwwe do not have 
a situation similar to Betty's distress. 



Rabbt Alexander M .. Schtndler- Match 11, 1980 

Aron H1rt-Mlnhe1tner & Rabb1 Leonard A Schoolman 

Alben Vorspan 

I was fn KlnSI Ctty 1st Shabbat and 1 mid of the wort being done by 
student rtbb1 V1ctor RashkOflky of the C1nctnnat1 SChoo1. HUC_JJR. 

He 1s f,- st..tss1a. He comes to Kansas Ctty once every two wees and 
conducts Refor11 s..-v1ces for new Rus tan J.,. tn thl 1 • He gets 
f ... 18 to 40 people •ch tt• and t III told he ts dotng I WOtldtrlu1 
Job. 

I be11 he hould be written up 1 n REFORM JUDAISM aild t hope Aron will 
tet DION 1nfomat1on the COIBIUltf~. 

L rmy. I also be11eve he would be a wonderlu1 gu91t for I one of our 
BoaNI mett1ngs. 



Mr. Seymour Udell 
Dogwood Lane 
Sands Point, N.Y. 11050 

Dear Sy: 

February 12, 1980 

The handsome new Worship Service for Erev Shabbat in Russian, Hebrew and English has just reached my desk. What a joy to have this project reach reality! It is a superb undertaking add I am confident it will serve a very important purpose in helping to bring about an understanding of Reform Judaism among Russian Jews here in the United States and Canada. 
Sy, Brick has just told me of your generous contribution in printing this Service for us gratis. I want to express profound gratitude to you personally as well as for the Union for this marvelous contribution to a very important aspect of our work. All of us are grateful to you for your role in bringing this project to fulfillment. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Gloria. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date 10/3/79 

Accounting Dept. Attention: Fred Cohen 

Betty Golomb, Josh Dwork, Susan Bloch, · - . Rabbi A. Schindler and Philip Kaplan 

UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry re Susan Bloch 

Susan Bloch is now added to the staff of the UAHC Task Force on Soviet 

Jewry from October 1979 through July 1980. She is to be paid at the rate 

of $175.00 per week or $700.00 a month. Total expenditures for this operation 

are not to exceed $1,000.00 a month. A total of $8,000.00 is allocated for 

this facet of the work of the Task Force. 

Susan is to be paid bi-weekly effective as of now. Her home address is 

230-11 138th Ave., Laur~lton, N.Y. 11413. She will work 20 hours per week. 

Is she entitled to any benefits? If so, please notify her as to what these 

are. 

Rabbi Schimler is aware of and in accord with these arrangements. 

Thank you. 

BB:mn 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



.. 

Rabbi Elliot S. Stevens 
CCAR 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Elliot: 

September 11, 1979 

I discussed your letter of September 6 with Balfour. He advises 
that he has spoken with you and Stanley Dreyfus in regard to the 
Russian services. I understand the galley proofs will be shared 
with the Conference and once your representatives have had.cl 
chance to review them a determination will be made in regard to 
publication. I trust we will reach a mutually agreeable course 
of action. 

With wannest regards, I am 

Sincerely~ 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
7 g O MAD I SON AVENUE • NEW YORK , N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • ( 2 1 2) 7 3 4 - 7 1 6 6 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

September 6, 1979 

I have just learned that the UAHC, through its Task Force on Soviet Jewry, has been 
proceeding with publication of a service or services in Russian, for the benefit of 
Russian Jewish immigrants into this country. As you know, Betty Golumb and Balfour 
Brickner and others have been working on this service for some time. 

When we first learned of this service, most of which is taken from Gates of Prayer, 
the Union Prayer Book, and other sources, we offered the assistance, advice and/or 
supervision of the CCAR in this project. Apparently, since these materials have not 
been shared with us -- and the book is now in galley proofs already -- we find that 
we must back off from this offer, since we cannot be sure of the integrity and quality 
of the work as it is evolving. To my knowledge, the Liturgy Committee has not been 
given any of these materials for its review, nor have we in this office. 

Rather than attempt to publish this ourselves, or co-publish with the Union, our 
suggestion is that the Union go ahead and publish this work as it apparently desires 
to do, so long as the appropriate credit lines and references to materials under 
CCAR copyright are included where appropriate. 

All good wishes. 

SH 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

P.S. I am addressing this letter to you because I know your involvement in this project, 
going back to last spring, when you shared correspondenc~e on, it wito~J .Jt:oe. Glan.se _r;j ~.- ad ✓ 
Balfour Brickner. ~d ~ ✓ 

cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Mr. Ralph Davis 
Ms. Betty Golumb 

OFFICERS. 
Jerome A. Malmo. President 

Danbury. CT 
Herman E. Schaalman, Vice President 

Chicago, IL 
Joseph B Glaser, Executive Vice President 

New York, NY 

ELS:lmn 

Meyer Heller Treasurer 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Robert J. Marx. Recording Secretary 
Highland Park, IL 

Sylvan 0. Schwartzman. Financial Secretary 
Cincinna~. Ohio 

~ Ell~Stevens. Ad mstrat,ve •s ~ • j;., v 
New York. NY 

Sidney L. Regner. e 
New York. NY 

Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary . r s1dent 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Theodore K. Broldo 

Al Vorspan 

August 21, 1979 

Betty Golomb requested addftlonal and substantial funds for the work of her 

Task Force on Soviet Jewry. Since her request - though most meritorious of 
support - went beyond what I could grant administratively, I asked her to 

male a request for an extra-budgetary allocation at the September meeting 

of the Executive Conmittee. 

Please put this Item on the agenda and Invite etty to the meeting. 



.. 

Rlbbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Philip M. Klutznick 

If the committee on Eastern European Jewry is to consist 

8/2/79 

of "people with a·cademic qualifications" then Bettj is not 
qualified and I will understand your decision not to choose 
her. 

• 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

Address replies to : 
Office of the President 
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK Suite 4044 

875 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 60611 
Telephone: (312} 787-7845 July 30, 1 979 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Uni on of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N . Y. 10021 

My dear Alex: 

I have your letter of July 24th, as well as a copy of your letter to 
Daniel Lack. With respect to the Memor ial Foundation business, I can 
only brief what we presented in a full report. 

There was a feeling quite general in our committee on Eastern 
European Jewry that we needed to establish a permanent committee or 
commission to do two principal things: (1 ) after reviewing what has been 
done, to establish standards for future work as a basis for considering 
allocations; and (2) reviewing the performance by beneficiary agencies in 
accordance with or in relation to those standards. The basic formulation 
was the proposal of Professor Gittleman. I guess the spirit of the discus
sion suggested that people with academic qualifications and experience in 
this field should make up that committee. Of course, it will be established 
as soon as Dr. Goldmann gets around to making the appointments . I do 
not know Betty Golomb, nor do I know her qualifications for the kind of job 
to which I have suggested the appointments are to be made. If you feel 
that she is qualified, then I would suggest that we get some background 
material and that either you or I send it to Norm Frimmer and Dr. Goldmann. 
I would do this quite soon. You can be assured that no matter how this com
mission is set up, one of the criticisms that compelled its being set up was 
the desire to be certain that there is no particular religious or other slant 
that inspires allocations. 

I am refraining from sending on the suggestion to Norman or Nahum 
until you digest this letter and give me your best judgment. 

Warmest regards. 

PMK:ss 

Cordially, 

tJf A 

I u ~ 
Philip M. Klutznick 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Richard Cohen 

Mr. Albert Vorspan, Betty Golomb 

July 25, 1979 

Some years ago I set up a task force on Soviet Jewry chaired by Betty Golomb.of 
Port Washington, N.Y., whose purpose it was to get the Reform Jewish eonmunity 
of America involved in the religious integration of Soviet Jewish i1m1igrants who 
come to these shores. 

Betty has been working diligently over the past year and a half and some projects 
have been prepared: a Sabbath evening service was translated into Russian, a 
Keeping Posted issue on Refonn Judaism has likewise been translated, a great deal 
of infonnation has been gathered as to what 1s happening in our congregations and 
regions in this realm, during the SUMier a guideline is being prepared to give 
congregations some idea of what they should and could be doing 1n this realm. 

I would appreciate it, Dick, if you were to have a chat with Betty to see whether 
her efforts which are prepared to go into effect now cannot be publicized. She's 
already in touch with Aron with regard to Refonn Judaism. He 1s going to interview 
her and prepare suitable material but I think that some of this information, having 
wider implications, ought to be drawn to the attention of the Jewish general 
community. 

As a matter of fact, we have some wider, international goals here as well. In 
the first instance some of this material is goin~ to be shipped into Russia (the 
Prayerbook. the KP on Refonn Judaism in Russian)) And we 1 re also hopeful that 
there will be some effort made to acquaint those Russian Jews who go to Israel with 
the non-Orthodox alternative since obviously many of these Russian Jews who come 
to Israel do not find Qrthodoxy acceptable at all. 



Mr. Philip H. Klutzntck 
875 No. N1chlgan Avenue 
Suite 4044 
Chicago, IJ11nofs 60611 

Dear Phil: 

July 24, 1979 

Thts relates to Memorial Foundation business. 

At the last meeting an announcement was made that a special commission 
will be formed to evaluate the Heioorlal Foundation's projects fn the 
realm of the Jewish education of Russian Jewry. As I take It, a great 
deal of money has been spent In this area but it ts the general feeling 
that the translations which we have helped to underwrite have no visible 
pattern or plan and that the value of some of the Individual works which 
have been translated can well be questioned (Alon's book, the poetry of 
Alterman and Tcherntchowsky etc). Thus, I take It the eomnlsslon's task 
Is to create such a pattern and to encourage those translations and 
broad activities In Russta which will be more effective. 

As you may or may not know~ the UAHC h s been concerned and has Initiated 
some efforts in this area. We have translated portions of our new Reform 
Prayerbook, Gates of Prayer, and some works on Reform Judaism. These 
translations are Intended for the Russian Jewish contnuntty although their 
prdlmary purpose Is to speed the religious Integration of those Russian Jews 
who choose to come to the United States. 

The Chairperson of our Soviet Jewry Task force Is Betty Golomb, a member 
of the UAHC's natfonal Boaro, wno has been working dltlgently for the 
better part of a ye rand a half acquainting herself with the nature and 
needs of the Russian emlgre comnunlty so that our contribution would be 
most effective In gaining the desired goal. 

I really do not know the kind of commission you are going to set up,. what 
kind of "experts" the Board has In mind, but I would earnestly urge you to 
consfder Betty for Inclusion on this commission. Her experience would be 
of Invaluable assistance, moreover, and this of course Is our Institutional 
goal, she would make certain that the education whlch Is offered to Russian 
Jewry ts not monistlc (I.e. Orthodox) In its approach. 

Please let me have your thoughts In this regard. With warmest regards, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexnder M. Schindler 



National Jewish Conference Center 

POLICY STUDIES '79 
250W57 Suite 216 NYC 10019 (212) 582-6116 

April, 1979 

WHAT FUTURE FOR JEWISH CULTURE IN THE SOVIET UNION? 

BY 

ZVI GITELMAN 

The University of Michigan 

Efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry have been focussed for about a decade on the 
struggle for emigration. Clearly this strategy is correct; it has borne fruit. But 
with increasing frequency the question being raised is, "What about those left 
behind?" Implicit in this question is another one: What is the future, not only of 
the Jewish people, but also of Jewish culture, in the USSR? Because emigration is 
so welcome, external observers have been reluctant to discuss some of its problem
atic aspects. For example, might it be that the departure of some 160,000 Jews 
confirms the Soviet suspicion that the Jews are a disloyal element? 

There are quite tangible and visible reactions to emigration. Since the 
1970-71 academic year, there has been a forty per cent dee 1 ine in the number of 
Jewish university students in the Soviet Union and an exactly parallel decline in 
the number of Jewish graduate students and in those enrolled in the higher 
educational institutions of Moscow, which are the most prestigious in the country. 
As Pravda might put it, "This is not accidental." No doubt Soviet leaders have 
decided that if Jews are going to emigrate, there is no reason to educate them. Of 
course such a policy only leads to further emigration since many who had never 
thought of leaving now do so in order to guarantee themselves and their children 
access to higher education. This, by the way, is a likely reason for the high and 
increasing proportion of emigrants choosing the United States over Israel as a 
country of immigration. Motivated by educational or vocational considerations 
rather than by Jewish national or religious ones, they are more attracted to the 
'land of opportunity.' 

Another effect of emigration is the departure of the most nationally conscious 
Jews, including Jewish cultural figures and religious leaders. At least four 
prominent Yiddish writers formerly associated with Sovetish haimland, several actors 
and actresses, a number of Jewish historians and scholars, quite a few rabbis, and 
other religious functionaries have left the USSR for Israel, further diminishing the 
already depleted reserves of Jewish cultural and religious leadership. Needless to 
say, Soviet conditions make it impossible to replace these people and their 
knowledge. 
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Finally, the struggle for emigration has diverted attention f r om some issues 

that used to occupy external advocates of the Soviet Jewry cause--Yiddish and Hebrew 

culture, the provision of religious artifacts, making possible the practice of 

Judaism, curbing popular and official anti-semitism. This shift in emphasis is 

natural and, from a tactical point of view, wholly appropriate. However the 

question of culture is highly relevant from a strategic perspective because signifi

cant numbers <.: f Jews wi 11 be left in the USSR even if emigration proceeds apace. 

This essay examines the prospects for Jewish culture in the USSR and offers some 

suggestions for possible external influences on its propagation and development. 

~ of Jewish Culture in the USSR 

From the late nineteenth century until about 1930, there were four broad types 

of Jewish culture in Russia and the Soviet Union. Religious culture was the longest 

established and most pervasive, at least until the early 1920's. A secular Jewish 

culture with roots in the earlier haskalah and the Jewish labor movement began to 

flourish just after the turn of the century but never attained the popularity of 

traditional Judaism. The Hebraic culture linked to political Zionism grew up 

alongside Zionism, which emerged as the most powerful political tendency in Russian 

Jewry at the time of the Revolution. By the late nineteenth century a fourth 

variant of Jewish culture had emerged. This was distinctly a 'high culture,' as was 

Hebraic culture to a great extent. Its medium was the Russian language, which could 

be used easily only by a thin stratum of Jews who had managed to acquire a general 

education. Under the patronage of privileged Jewish industrialists and merchants, 

the fields of Jewish history, ethnography, folklore, music and art developed rapidly 

in the tradition of West European Wissenschaft des Judentums. Jewish newspapers and 

periodicals were published in Russian, and the number of both producers and 

consumers of Russian-Jewish culture grew rapidly. 

After the Revolution, religious and Zionist culture were vigorously persecuted. 

Russian-Jewish culture was curtailed and pretty much eliminated by the mid-1930's, 

and only secular culture was actively promoted. Its content became militantly 

Bolshevik and its previously demo era t ic-socia 1 ist tinge was dee la red inadmissible 

and removed. After the abolition of the Jewish Sections of the Communist Party 

(Evsektsiia) in 1930, even Bolshevik culture in Yiddish form dwindled, as it was 

vulnerable to charges of 'petit bourgeois nationalist deviation.' By 1948 Yiddish 

culture came to be regarded as downright pernicious. Even the typeface of the sole 

surviving Yiddish publishing house was melted down lest the very letters remain as 

roots of counterrevolution and deviance. Only in the late 1950's with the 

publication of a few Yiddish books followed by Sovetish haimland (1961) was Yiddish 

secular culture partially rehabilitated, but the previous disappearance of all 

Yiddish s chools, the closing of all institutions (newspapers, magazines, theaters, 

research institutes), and the physical elimination of most of the Yiddish cultural 

elite insured that this partial revival would be largely formal. At present the 

government tolerates but severely constrains religious culture; it links Hebraic 

culture to Zionism and treats it as illegitimate; it approves Yiddish culture; and 

it treats Russian-Jewish culture as if it were nonexistent. 

Religion is generally tolerated in the USSR as a 'survival of the capitalist 

past,' something that will disappear with the passage of time and the conscious 

efforts of anti-religious propaganda. In the Jewish case, time may be more 

effective than propaganda by this point. But the Soviets continue to treat Judaism 

as a real threat to the minds of Soviet people, possibly because of its presumed 

links to Zionism. Judaism occupies a place in anti-religious literature all out of 
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proportion to its actual strength or even to the number of i t s potential practi
tioners. (One study has shown that nine per cent of all anti-religious publications 
were directed against Judaism in the 1960's, when Jews made up only about one per 
cent of the population.) At present there are fewer than ten rabbis in the country, 
probably less than fifty operating synagogues, and no real facilities for training 
clergy (the 'yeshiva' in Moscow exists only so that it can be said to exist; two 
Soviet students have been receiving rabbinical training in Budapest for several 
years, but there is no knowing when and if they will return to the USSR). Despite 
official hints and assurances to visiting clergymen, Soviet policy toward Judaism 
has undergone no significant change since 1965, when Khrushchev's militant atheistic 
campaign was curtailed, as was the linkage between the synagogue and the campaign 
against economic misdeeds. 

Unofficial developments are more interesting. While one cannot speak of a 
religious revival in the USSR, the population has not been totally immune to the 
infection of trends, influences and even fads in the West. At the same time as 
Western youth began to experiment with exotic religious forms, usually imported from 
the East, some young Soviet intelligentsia began to search for alternatives to the 
o f f i c i a 1 ma t e r i a 1 i s t i c doc t r i n e . By and 1 a r g e t hey 1 o o k e d n e i t he r Ea s t nor We s t , 
but back. Russian Orthodoxy, one of the more mystical varieties of Christianity, 
evangelical Protestantism, and, in the Baltic states, Catholicism were re-examined 
by some, including Jews. Some of the latter even converted to Christianity during 
the 1960's. With the rise of the Jewish national movement in the latter part of the 
decade, this interest was channeled toward Judaism. Some of the activists of the 
national movement discovered that historically Jewish culture and religion, the 
Jewish people and Judaism, have been inextricably intertwined. Even when imprisoned 
or serving sentences in labor camps, some of these people have refused to work on 
Saturday, have eaten only kosher foods, and have tried, to the best of their 
abilities, to learn about Jewish tradition. While this may be heartening to some, 
we should bear in mind that this is a marginal social phenomenon and that Soviet 
conditions make it nearly impossible for it to become otherwise. Moreover religious 
Jews are generally the first to try to emigrate, so even if more people should 
become committed to Judaism, they would be highly likely to leave the country. 

At the same time, the synagogue plays a unique role. Since it is the only 
physical manifestation of a Jewish cultural presence in the country--there are no 
Jewish clubs, organizations, cultural institutions--it serves not only as a symbol 
of Jewish culture but as a place where Jews meet to discuss matters of mutual 
interest, to exchange information, to make contact with foreigners, or simply--to 
meet. It is truly a beit haknesset. It also serves as a beit midrash for small 
groups of elderly Jews who continue to study Torah. Therefore much as in the West 
the functions of the synagogue have expanded beyond the strictly religious. Since 
it is the only institution performing these functions, it has great importance. 
Fighting to keep synagogues operating should therefore be the concern not only of 
the religious but of all who are interested in the preservation of a Jewish 
community in the USSR, however informal and unstructured it must be. 

'Official' Culture 

By any objective standard, Sovetish haimland must rank as a serious journal. It 
includes poetry, prose, literary criticism, historical memoirs, bibliographical 
essays, political polemics (almost always directed against Zionism or Western 
concern for Soviet Jewry), and regular features such as short items about Jews in 
other lands and life in Birobidzhan, works of Soviet Jewish artists, rare photo
graphs of Soviet Yiddish cultural figures, and a few pages of self-instruction in 
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Yiddish. The technical level of the journal is very high, especially considering 
that it appears every month in an edition of some 200 closely printed pages. The 
journal is often the target of ridicule, derision and hatred by Soviet and 
non-Soviet Jews because it hews closely to the official line, but it does make 
available serious literature and scholarship (the latter including ancient and 
rabbinic history, Soviet Jewish cultural history and bibliography, works on the 
Second World War, the origin of Jewish family names, etc.). To whom is the journal 

being made available? Though the number of copies printed is not known at present 
(it used to be 25,000), the existence of English (and Russian) summaries and the 
easy availability of the journal abroad suggest that it may have as many readers 
outside the USSR as in it. Within the country it is apparently read mainly by older 
people--though there are frequent letters to the editor by twenty and thirty 
year-olds who tell how they came to learn Yiddish. 

In 1970 only 17. 7 per cent of the Soviet Jews gave Yiddish as their mother 
tongue (which does not mean that they can, or wish to, read the language). More 
than a quarter of the Jewish population indicated that they either considered a 
Jewish language their mother tongue or knew such a language wel 1. However it is 
precisely from those cities where large proportions of Jews gave Yiddish as their 
mother tongue--e.g., Vilnius, Chernovtsy, Kishinev--that very substantial emigration 
has taken place. Moreover it is among those over sixty that one finds the highest 
percentage of Jewish-language speakers (45%) and among the 16-19 age group that one 
finds the lowest percentage (2.2%). These two factors indicate an even more 
precipitous future decline in the knowledge of Jewish languages. 

It should be stressed that this does not mean a commensurate assimilation of 
Soviet Jews. While the acculturation of Soviet Jews to Russian and other non-Jewish 
languages is nearly complete, their assimilation--loss of identity as Jews in their 
own minds and acceptance as non-Jews by others--is very slow indeed. Not even the 
Soviets assume that a Jew ceases to be one when he stops using a Jewish language. As 
a Soviet scholar notes, "Even while losing the mother tongue and even cultural 
characteristics, national consciousness is often preserved (Russian Germans, Jews, 
and Tatarified Bashkirs)." 

Russian-Jewish Culture 

In most Western countries Judaic cultural expression takes place increasingly 
in the local vernacular. Some might question its general level and the extent of 
its authentic Jewish content, but most would agree that there has evolved an 
Anglo-Jewish culture including literature and drama, social, religious and philo
sophical thought, and culture in the broader sense--a way of life, mores, and even 
uniquely Anglo-Jewish traditions derivative of earlier ones. In many significant 
ways Soviet Jewry has developed like Western Jewry, having undergone large-scale 
migration, urbanization, sec ularization, and professionalization, as well as linguis
tic assimilation. It therefore seems logical that the best alternative for Soviet 
Jewry is the development of a Jewish culture in the Russian language, especially 
since such a culture was developing rapidly in the first quarter of this century. 
However there are strong ideological-political barriers to such an alternative. 

Lenin's thinking on the national 
that compactly settled ethnic groups 
respective regions. This is the basis 

question evolved until in 1913 he conceded 
could have cultural autonomy within their 

of Soviet federalism today. It discriminates 
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against territorially scattered national'ities or ethnic groups and against members 
of territorially compact nationalities who happen to live outside their national 
regions. Thus, for example, while there are Ukrainian-language schools in the 
Ukrainian republic, there are none in the other republics. This means that about 
5.5 million Ukrainians have no access to schools in their language, while the other 
35 million do. Largely because of the efforts of the Evsektsiia, the Bolsheviks 
decided by the early 1920's that Yiddish was the language of Soviet Jews, that 
Hebrew was the language of the class enemy--clergymen and· the middle class--and of 
the Zionists, and that since Yiddish was the language used by Jewish workers, 
proletarian Jewish culture could be expressed only in that medium. While Hebrew was 
the immediate target of this decision, Russian as a means of Jewish cultural 
expression also was ruled out. Russian, while the lingua franca of the entire 
country, is considered the cultural language only of the Russians themselves. It is 
true that from 1927 to 1937 there appeared the Russian-language magazine, Tribuna, 
dealing with Jewish agricultural colonization. However the magazine was the organ 
of OZET, an organization promoting colonization which was not officially 'Jewish' 
and which included prominent non-Jews in its leadership. At present the only way in 
which Jewish culture is expressed in Russian is through Yiddish books translated 
into Russian, including some of the classics but concentrating on contemporary 
Soviet Yiddish authors. Stretching a point considerably, one might also mention 
anti-religious propaganda and writings on Israel as Russian language materials 
dealing with Jewish themes, though few would call this 'Jewish culture.' 

'Unofficial' Jewish Culture 

In recent years we have become increasingly aware of unsanctioned and informal 
attempts by Soviet Jews to pursue varieties of Jewish culture. All along there have 
been Hebrew and Yiddish writers who wrote 'for the drawer' and amateur historians 
who could be seen in the Lenin and Saltykov-Shchedrin libraries researching ancient, 
medieval and even contemporary Jewish history but who only rarely published the 
results. In recent years two changes have made unofficial Jewish cultural activity 
more socially meaningful: It has become the work of groups rather than of isolated 
and insecure individuals, and it has become at least semi-public. Beginning, 
perhaps, with the Jewish choir in Riga, nationally conscious Jews have organized 
study groups, courses, and even an international symposium (which was not allowed to 
take place). Like Yiddish official culture, this variant appeals to a limited 
audience though the constraints are political rather than linguistic. Given the 
extraordinarily high educational level of Soviet Jews, the potential audience for 
this kind of activity when conducted in Russian (aside from Hebrew ulpanim) is very 
large indeed. As far as one can tel 1, it has been limited to the very largest 
cities, but it fits in well with the current Soviet mode of informal education and 
discussion among circles of friends or employees of a scientific institute (on whose 
premises these discussions are sometimes held). In other words, it can be 
assimilated rather easily into the social and intellectual styles of Soviet intelli
gentsia. On the other hand, this activity is impeded not only by political and 
social harassment but also by a dearth of qualified transmitters of knowledge, of 
study materials, and of access to systematic knowledge as it has developed outside 
the country. It exposes participants to charges of 'anti-Soviet .activity' because 
it is not separate from political dissidence in the Soviet official mind. Thus to 
become involved in such activity implies a political commitment, and that may 
prevent many who are curious about Jewish culture but unwilling to engage in 
politically dubious activiy from taking part in it. 
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[Demography, External Activity, and the Future 'e.!. Jewish Culture in the USSR 

Demographic trends influence cultural ones. In the case , of Soviet Jewry, the 
influence is wholly in the direction of diminishing Jewish cultural resources. 
Emigration, intermarriage, a very low birth rate, and an age structure skewed 
heavily toward the older cohorts all point to the decline of the Jewish population 
and to the disappearance of the minority which can still rel y on memory and 
pre-Soviet training in order to supply cultural resources to others. Moreover the 
closing of educational opportunities may force Jews to disperse further as they seek 
admission to more obscure provincial institutions of higher learning or of 
scientific-technological research. Should this occur, intermarriage will become 
more likely; a sense of Jewish community will be further weakened; and the 
availability of people who can serve as instructors and leaders, further diminished. 

Nevertheless outsiders may be able to push along some of the cultural trends 
noted here. Clearly there is an eager audience for Jewish culture in all its mani
festations among the intelligentsia, which in general seeks out unofficial informa
tion sources. Rather than proceeding from the primitive and erroneous assumption 
that 'the worse the better,' (i.e~ that improving the cultural situation would be to 
the detriment of aliyah since people would suddenly find Jewish life viable in the 
USSR), we should realize that encouraging Jewish learning and c ulture will benefit 
the cause of aliyah. It will give people positive incentives to leave for Israel, 
while the negative aspects of being Jewish--official and social discrimination--will 
continue to drive people out of the country, no matter what the Jewish cultural 
situation. Zionists, including Israeli officials, who believe that improvements in 
the condition of Jewish life in the USSR harm their cause only betray their 
insecurity and poor judgment and play into the hands of Soviet propagandists, who 
often charge the Zionists with being the 'objective allies' of anti-semites. We 
know that the most nationally conscious emigres have gone to Israel, while those 
whose Jewish interests are minimal tend to come to this country. The Soviets will no 
doubt see to it that conditions conducive to emigration will continue to exist; i.f.. 
there is a desire to see that emigration head for Is~l, this can best; be 
~aged not b threatenin immoral and impractical a ministrative coercion but by 
giving Soviet Jews positive reasons for going tote Jewis state. ---

Efforts have been made in Israel, Canada, and the United States to provide 
educational materials for Soviet immigrants. These efforts have been only loosely 
coordinated, and there is a crying need for a wel 1 thought out program which would 
include carefully chosen materials rather than those which happen to be available; 
for the development of materials specifically suited to those whose education has 
been in the USSR; for formats designed for people at various age and educational 
levels which would be most effective in conveying the messages. l_f such a 
curriculum of Jewish studiC's for Soviet Jews were developed, it could easily serve 
several p_y;::.poses, especially if it ~re-imilt~ound a - c~re to which several 

variants could be attached. Some varia11ts would be appropriate to Soviet immigrants 
l_n Israel, some to immigrants- elsewhere, and some to Jews still -;;-the USSR. Such a 
program- would be highly 'cost-effecti:e• since it wouldbe specifically designed 
with a Soviet background in mind, and it would serve several purposes at once. The 
problems should not be minimized, but at this time there do exist means of 
transmitting such material and programs to the USSR where they could be of immense 
value to those engaged in unofficial Jewish culture. If or anizations can overcome 
i__nstitutional rivalries, a group composed of educators,- Juda·ca scholars and_ those 
famTTiar wit ti ttie Soviet mental· y can be create_g__to take the lead ·n developing 
s to detail how it would be implemented in the different settings 
for w would he• c.Jcsigncd. lt is particularly important that immigrants from 
the USSR be consultC'c.J so that till' program conforms to the needs and abilities of its 
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intended audience. The responsibility for implementation would then devolve to 
appropriate local, national, and international agencies. 

Perhaps several organizations invol adult Jewish education--e.g . the 
W1erican Jewish Committee, B'nai Brith, the onference_ C~r, the 
three major synagogal bodies--can pool their nd experien_c to set up the 
kin o a ministrative body- and program outlined here. A simpler alternative would 
oe for the _.M_e.morial Foundation for Jewish Culture, already funding educational 
efforts among Soviet immigrants in Israel, to establish a committee including 
Israelis active among Soviet olim, Soviet emigres, specialists in adult education, 
specialists in Soviet Jewish affairs, and some resettlement workers in the U. S . This 
committee should include representatives of the different ideological streams within 
the Soviet emigration and Western Jewry and, perhaps building on existing materials, 
develop the kind of curriculum described above and the means for its transmittal. 
For example, the Memorial Foundation has funded the publication of Sifriat Aliyah, 
an extensive series of paperback volumes consisting of translations into Russian of 
Jewish classics, contemporary popular books, and other works. There is no visible 
pattern or plan in the series, and one wonders about the value of some of the works 
translated for the Soviet emigre or the Soviet Jew in the USSR (e.g. the poetry of 
Shaul Tshernikhovsk1 or Natan Alterman). Such a ' 1 rary' s ould be expanded, but 
the selection of titles must be more purposive and systematic, and it must be made 
available to all Soviet emigres through the resettlement agencies in all countries. 
Ways exist for transmitting this material to the USSR as well. The work of the 
Greater New Yark Conference on Soviet Jewry, both as a producer and as a transmitter 
of educational materials, should be considered as an example oft is process. 

Audio-visual materials (tapes, films, exhibitions) can supplement the written 
word if distributed along with books. It should be possible to produce standardized 
programs on specific subjects. This would make possible the distribution of such 
programs to communities which do not have extensive resources for Soviet Jewish 
adult education. Thus a group in a small city in the USSR (or in the U.S.) which 
receives materials designed to require only a minimum of active input from people on 
the spot could make the program available to all interested parties. With proper 
materials, the most committed students might be able to become active teachers in 
the program. 

In sum, ,it is PGt eaoJJgb t-0-.e.n.g in the humanitarian tlf?rt of helping Soviet 
Jews become new Israelis or new Americans. We should also be hel in them to become -active, committed, knowledgeable Jews. They have special needs, and only by serving 
them can we hope to retain them as members of the Jewish community. 

Conclusion 

Demographic and social-political trends make the outlook for Jewish culture in 
the USSR bleak but not hopeless. Only certain forms of Jewish culture could ever be 
permitted, but since there exists a significant clientele for all forms-religious, 
Yiddishist-secularist, Hebraic-Zionist, Russian- Jewish-efforts on behalf of all of 
them are legitimate and worthwhile. The recent burgeoning of unofficial Jewish 
culture presents opportunities hitherto not fully exploited, including the develop
ment of an educational program which could simultaneously serve Soviet Jews, olim 
from the USSR, and Soviet immigrants in Western countries. 

Finally, it should be noted that 'culture' has been used here only in its most 
restrictive sense. If we think of culture as involving mores, styles of life, val-
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ues and preferences, then we should realize that, at least to this point, even the 
most acculturated Jews in the USSR retain a distinctive culture recognized by their 
neighbors. Their urbanity and education, their general cultural preferences and 
social habits separate them from other groups and help maintain a separate identity 
if not necessarily a meaningful Jewish consciousness. This can be little influenced 
from outside the USSR, but it should be noted because its importance is greater in a 
society where Jewish culture in the narrow sense is not very visible. Neither in the 
narrow nor in the broad sense of the term has Jewish culture disappeared in the 
USSR, nor need it do so even though it will never be any more free to develop than 
is Soviet culture generally. In fact because of its religious and Hebraic 
components, it will be less so. Still, it can be nurtured and aided from outside. 
This can only help to promote the other goals set by Westerners committed to the 
cause of Soviet Jewry. 



Rabbi Walter Jacob 
Rodef Shalom Temple 
Fifth & Morewood Avenues 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213 

Dear Rabbi Jacob: 

July 6, 1979 

Your letter of July 2 reached our office during Rabbi Schlnd1er 1s absence. 
As he Is not due to return until late-July, I am taking the 1tberty of 
replytng in his behalf. 

The Biennial Program Committee and members of the UAHC staff have been 
working for quite some time on the program for December. It has shaped 
up beauttfully and we are conftdent the Biennial will offer a meantngful 
and exciting program which will Inspire the delegates and also provide 
many materials and Ideas for strengthening the synagogue In every aspect 
of Its program. 

Tentative workshops have been planned for Social Action concerns under 
the sub-heading, Translating Commitment into Program. The time has been 
reserved, the exact thrust of these workshops will be planned as we get 
closer to the date In order to permit us to zero in on these concerns in 
the light of the world situation at the time of the Biennial. I can tell 
you that we will have a workshop on Russian Jewry. In fact, It Is our 
hope to have some new materials created by our TA k.farc on Soviet Je~¥ 
available at the Biennial; some very exciting projects are now In the 
works. I can assure you that we share your desire to help our congrega
tions In their programming for Russian Jews and the workshop will provide 
an arena for a sharing of ways and means to help bring new Russian Immi
grants Into the Reform Jewish community. 

As you undoubtedly know, Rabbi Leonard Schoolman Is the Biennial Program 
Coordinator and I am sharing your letter with him. 

If you have not already done so, you might wish to share with Rabbi Balfour 
Brickner the fine programs Rodef Shalom Temple has undertaken for Russian 
Immigrants. He Is directing the UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry. 

WJth kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: Rabbi L.A. Schoolman 



July 2, 1979 

Dear Alex: 

DR. WALTER JACOB 

RABBI 

RoDEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH, PA . 1!5213 

I am sure that your staff has been working on the 
forthcoming UAHC convention for some time, but I 
wonder if there is room for perhaps one additional 
program--something dealing with the integration 
of new Soviet immigrants into our congregations. 
We here at Rodef Shalom have had considerable success 
in attracting a large number of such immigrants 
to services, dinners, language programs, and now 
are planning an adult education program. We have 
started a special Russian club which acts as a voice 
for the new immigrants in the community. I am 
sure that other congregations have similar programs 
or have thought of ways of helping this group which 
might be useful to us and to the rest of the 
congregations. If you think well of this, it might 
prove useful at the convention. 

My best wishes to you for a pleasant summer. I hope 
it will be a good summer for you and your family. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Walter Jacob 

WJ:ldm 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 



Edith J. Mi 1 ler June 21, 1979 

Joshua M. . Dwork 

Rabbis Balfour Brickner & Alexander H. Schindler; Albert Vorspan 

TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 

-----------------, 
For the record - enclosed herewith Is Betty Golomb's check to 
th e UA C for$ 00 ., as referred to In Al's memo of this date. 
This sum is o help underwrit~ a special project for Russian 
J e \, s . 
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From 

To 

1lTT1N 
nn:i•':, 

nr.,,;,.n1J 
i1j)110N:l 

I MEMORANDUM I 

Albert Vorspan Date June 21, 1979 

Rabbi Alex Schindler cc: Josh Dwork; Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

While you were away, I authorized Betty Golomb to underwrite the special project 
described in the attached letter from Rabbi Jay Sangerman. I told Betty we 
would underwrite $2,000 provided she could raise $500 of it. 

Here is the check for $500. We will pay the monies out in several chunks and 
it will be recovered by the sale of the Russian-language prayerbook which has 
just been published, along with KEEPING POSTED. 

They're great and I've talked to Dick Cohen about publicizing. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, NY 10021 (212)249-0100 



Rabbi Jay J. Sangerman 
Beth Sholom-P oples Temple 
Bay P rkway 6 Benson Avenue 
Brooklyn, Hew York 11214 

Oar Rabbf Sang rman: 

June 19, 1979 

Your letter of June 15 reached our office in Rabbi Schlndler's bsence. 
As he is out-of-the-country and not due to return until 1 te-July, I 
t ke the liberty of replying In his behalf. 

As you undoubtedly know, our Task Force on Russian Jewry Is chaired by 
Betty Golomb nu dlrected by Rabbi B lfour Brickner. Jam sharing 
you letter with them and they will be fn touch wfth you In regard to 
your program suggestion. 

With every good wish, I am 

cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Mrs. Betty Golomb 

Sincerely, 

Edi th J. Ml 1 ler 
Assistant to the President 



RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN 

BETH SHOLOM-PEOPLES TEMPLE 

BAY PARKWAY AND BENSON AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11214 

(21 2) 372-7164, 372-0933 

370 OCEAN PARKWAY 
BROOKLYN, N. Y . 11218 

( 212) 284-4175 
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GERMAN RABBI JAY J. SAN 

PEOPLES TEMPLE 
BETH SHOLOM- ENSON AVENUE 
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BROOKLYN, N. . 
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RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN 

BETH SHOLOM-PEOPLES TEMPLE 

SON AVENUE BAY PARKWAY AND BEN 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11214 

(212) 372-71 64, 372-0933 

370 OCEAN PARKWAY 
BROOKLYN. N . Y . 11218 

(212) 284-4175 
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SANGER1\t1AN RABBI JAY J. 

PEOPLES TEMPLE 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 

t,ay 3, 1979 

I spoke to Joe and he is most agreeable to having the Conference grant 
rightt for the Russian Prayerbook. However. he insists, and I think 
fairly, that the CCAR Liturgy Co11111ittee review the text proofs. Inas
much as the previous text proofs had three or four mistakes, I think 
Joe's request 1s reaeonable. We will be granted the right to publish 
once the Liturgy Co11111ittee has given approval. 

I 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

May 1, 1979 

I can't use these letters in my discussion with Joe Glaser. The Soviet 
Jewry translation project started a long time ago, you didn't write to 
seek permis*ion from the CCAR to translate their liturgy. According 
to this correspondence Elliot Stevens wrote to you on February 9th -
this won't help me in discussing the situation with Joe. 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 

CCAR 
790 Madison Ave. 
Ne~ York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Elliot: 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 AFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. N .Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

March 7 , 1979 

Your concern as stated in your letter to me of Feb. 9th is well taken. 

Enclosed is a copy of the model Friday evening service we have prepared. 

I should have sent it to your office much earlier. I simply didn't 

think to do it. Sorry. As you will see parts of it are taken from 

the old ·up #II and parts from the Gates of Prayer. Since it is now in 

galleys and soon to be put together, I hope you can give us the required 

clearance. 

We now need to translate into Russian High Holy Day services: one for 

Rosh Hashona and one for Yorn Kippur - probably directly from the new 

CCAR Mahzor. Our UAHC Task force is prepared to do this work unless 

the CCAR is willing to do it. What if any financial help could the 

CCAR give for such a project. 

As you know,CCAR rabbis serve on our Task force and Rabbi George 

Lieberman has been most helpful. 

Look forward to hearing from you. 

BB:mn 
enc. 

- - --- -Sincerely, 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, 

Director 

cc: Rabbi Stanley Dreyfus & 

Betty Golomb 

P.S. The copy _enclosed is Draft #1. The copy submitted for printing 

has been- revised somewhat. We will send you that copy as soon 

as it is returned from the printers. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

April 26, 1979 

I have a meeting with Joe Glaser next week. Please let me have a 
copy of your letter to the CCAR requesting permission to translate 
liturgical material into Russian. I'd like to have it with me at the meeting. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman 

Apr. 3, 1979 

Please write a brief paragraph on our Russian Jewry project - the creation of 
our materials in the Russian language. Stress the need to integrate them 
Jew1shly. We will then add this project to our "shopping list." Brick any 
or Al can fill you in on any details you require. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Al Vorspan 

I don't know whether Al has had a chance to chat with you 
about funds for the Soviet J~wry Task Force. While the 
budget sessions were difficult and funds are very limited, 
we did agree that the publication of materials for the 
Sov1 t Jewry Task Force could be charged to the budget for 
publications. 

We can discuss this further when I return from Phoenix. I 
am booked solid for the next two day and leave for the 
staff meeting on Thursday. We'll meet on my return - I am 
also eager to hear about the audience with the Pope. 

March 20. 1979 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

,1ntN 
n1ii1''J 

noipno 
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I MEMORANDUM I 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date 3/16/79 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Betty Golomb 

Funds for UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

By now I have pursued the matter sufficiently with the CJFWF, NYANA 
and the New York Federation as well as through correspondence with 
Jim Rice and Beb Adler to know that funds from the 20 million dollar 
bloc grant are not and will not be available to the UAHC to help us 
fund the projects we have in the works or are contemplating through 
our Task Force. Church-Stat~ separation principles, which do not 
allow any of those federal funds to be given to a specific religious 
organization, preclude our getting any of that money. Congregations 
have to be advised how to work through existing federations in th~ir 
communities and we are, together with Martin Greenberg of the 
Family Service Agencies, working on the preparation of Guidelines 
for our congregations re this. 

All that will not help us get additional funds from outside to help 
us with our work. These will have to be raised privately or from 
some foundation source. 

I am sorry that the information you had and the leads you gave me 
turned out to be either incorrect or blind alleys. Now, have you 
got any ideas? 

If as and when you are ready, I'd be glad to go into the details on 
this. There is mor~ to it. I hate to do it all in a memo. It 
takes too damn much time to write it all. 

BB:mn 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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Mr. Morris Brafman, President 
The International League for 
the Repatriation of Russian Jews 
41 East 42nd Street 
New Yokk, New York 10017 

Dear Mr. Brafman: 

January 31, 1979 

Please pardon the delay in responding to your letter of December 28. 
Rabbi Schindler has been out-of-the-country and is now on an extended 
tour of the West Coast in behalf of the UAHC. In order to avoid any 
further delay I am taking the liberty of responding to you directly. 

The subject of your letter is ontl,.which falls within the purview of 
The National Conference on Soviet Jew!)'. Your request should be sent 
to that organization. The uXAC is represented on the National Con
ference anc we work in close association with them. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to 
Alexander M. Schindler, President 
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December 28, 1 8 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
383 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

ATTENTION: RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT 

RE: SOLUTION TO THE NOSCHRIM PROBLEM 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Please find enclosed the position paper com
missioned by us from the Harbor Foundation Research 
Bureau . We endorsed the findings of the Foundation 

I 

and submitted the paper to Mr. Arye Leib •Dulzin, Chairman 
of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, which assigns the 
highest priority to the question of Russian Noschrim, 
the numbers of which have increased greatly and are likely 
to rise even more steeply in 1979 and 1980. 

We received a reply from our good friend, 
Mr . Yitshack Roger, General Counsel to the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency , who suggested that the status quo be 
maintained, and that the ideas embodied in the position 
paper be offered to American Jewish leaders only . 

It was obvious once again that the Israelis will 
not accept the intellectual and managerial contributions 
which American Jewry is well qualified to offer but is 
concerned only that we pay the costs of their absorption 
policies that are responsible for the high proportion of 
Noschrim today. 

We , on the other hand, feel that this serious 
problem is one to be addressed in all aspects by the 
entire World Jewish Community not exclusively by Israel. 
We suggest that a meeting by the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry should be devoted to this subject in the 
near future, and look forward to receiving your reply. 
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Position Papers: 
Vol. 1 {fol 

SOVIET JEWRY: 
NOSCHRIM 

Dr. Peter Kirsch 
Director of Research 

THE PROBLEM OF 
(DROP-OUTS) 

by Morris Brafman 

The issue of the Noschrim has been the subject of much debate 

and considerable misinterpretation. From che outset, let it be 

stated unequivocally concerning the Noschrim that the Soviet Union 

has shown no interest whatsoever in the fate of those Jews who were 

granted exit visas. Moreover, contrary to popular expectations, the 

Soviet Union evidenced no disposition to slow the pace of emigration on 

the grounds that many Jews did not go to Israel but settled instead 

in the United States or in Western Europe. Internal disagreement 

among the Jews themselves, such as the dispute between Israel (which 

objected vehemently to their going to the United States instead of 

coming to Israel) and American Jewry (which · insisted that they have 

the right to settle wherever they wish) in no way affected the exodus 

of Jews from the Soviet Union. Likewise the Belgrade Conference to 

review compliance with the provisions of the'Human Rights of the 

Helsinki Final Act' did not change matters in the least - the Soviet 

Union didn't even raise the issue of the Noschrim; as many had 

feared. 

I believe that the problem of Noschrim poses potentially the 

most serious threat to Israel, and to World Jewry. Every Soviet 

Jew who opts for the U.S .A. and for its material blandishments, also 

opts for the continuation of his life in the diaspora, where he is vul

nerable to the bloodless holocaust of acculturation and assimilation -
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not only he, but also his children and their children - if, ·indeed 

they will st~ll choose to remain as Jews. With the Jewish People 

losing a million people every ten years to assimilation, we must 

come to grips with the magnitude of the problem. Surely Moses did not 

bring the Children of Israel out of bondage so that they would turn 

aside from their people when they were free? In Exodus we read 

that he asked Pharaoh in the name of the Holy One to "LET MY PEOPLE 

GO THAT THEY MAY SERVE ME.' 1 Their freedom was to be celebrated not 

by their assimilation but by their preservation as a unified Jewish 

People. 

The heightened awareness of the problem of Noschrim by 

American Jewish leaders, teachers and rabbis has led to a marked in

crease in Jewish educational facilities throughout the United States 

for the families of Soviet 'refugees'. But this has not significantly 

affected the vast majority of immigrants who have shown little interest 

in communal activity. Attempts by Israeli officials in Vienna to stem 

the tide of Noschrim have been fruitless, since the Soviet Jew has 

decided whether to go to Israel or elsewhere long before he leaves 

Russia, and little can be done to influence him by the time he arrives in 

Austria. Thus the hemorrhage continues - and we do not need a physician 

to tell us that hemmorhage, if not controlled, leads to death. 

While one can justly criticize Israel for being unprepared for 

the wave of Soviet Aliya in recent years, which led to many Olim re

porting back to the Soviet Union in negative terms about their new 

life in Israel, in the last 18 months, a substantial improvement in 

Israeli attitudes is perceptible, and the Soviet Olim are being 

received more warmly than heretofore. While the present government 

of Israel seems to be more receptive to new ideas and suggestions for 



improving the lot of the Soviet immigrants, a great deal remains to 

be done. Certain basic issues and problems still must be solved, the 

two most important being: 

a) THE FIRST YEAR IN ISRAEL: Adjusting from life in a totalitarian 

and regimented society to integration in an open, free, competitive society 

where problems of housing, schools, social acceptance, language, the 

bureaucracy and ideological contrasts all make the settling-in process 

extremely difficult is a traumatic experience. 

b) THE NEED FOR A JOB IN ONE'S IDENTICAL PROFESSION OR VOCATION: 

While this may be difficult for a non-Russian to comprehend. It is an 

imperative for any Soviet immigrant. In the Soviet Union, a slave 

empire bereft of freedom, where ideology is dead and there are few if any 

outlets for human expression, a person's job becomes elevated from a 

mere occupation to a new religion. Within the confines of his work-

shop, office or laboratory, it gives the individual freedom ... freedom 

to work, to produce, to create, to express himself, to communicate with 

his colleagues, and, to some extent, to compensate for the so·cio

political regimentation outside his place of work . This attachment 

to his occupation does not leave him when he crosses the Soviet border. 

On the contrary, it becomes reinforced, since it remains a symbol of 

security and freedom that will be even more imperative in his new life. 

Let us examine the 120,000 immigrants from the Soviet Union who 

came to Israel between 1971 and 1978 and successfully integrated. In 

analyzing this group, we see that its members came from two specific 

regions in the Soviet Union, and from environments that greatly 

facilitated their adjustment to Israeli life. First were the Baltic 

Jews who grew up in a richly-Jewish and Zionistic environment. 

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia were renowned as seats of Jewish learning. 
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Hebrew was spoken in every home, and children were raised in an en

vironment of Yiddischkeit and traditional Judaism. The second major 

source of immigrants was far removed from the Baltic: Georgia, Bukhara 

and the Mountain regions, where Jews had lived since the Second 

Commonwealth. Throughout the centuries they had clung to their religious .. 
and national traditions with unparalleled, almost mystical fervor 

that could not be dampened or destroyed either by the Tsars or the 

K.G.B. When the modern State of Israel was created these proud Jews 

fought unrelentingly for their right to go to live there. 

While 120,000 Soviet Jews came to Israel, some 39,000 who left 

the Soviet Union did not. Their only concern was to leave the Soviet 

Union and establish themselves in Western Europe or the United States 

where they would be able to realize their goals which were entirely 

materialistic and utterly devoid of Zionist (or occasionally even 

Jewish) content. In no way can we blame the rate of "drop-outs" on the 

Soviet Union or on its selection process - the Soviets are not inter

ested in the fate of emigrants. Moreover, we have no data regarding 

the criteria used in selection. Thus, the problem to which we must 

address ourselves is how to minimize the immigration of Soviet Jews to 

contries outside Israel, and how to maximize the proportion of Soviet 

emigrants going to the Jewish State. 

Two suggest.ions are offered in this paper. Both require the 

cooperation not only of Israel, but also of world Jewry which cannot and 

would not abrogate its responsibility for the safety and well-being 

of the Soviet Jews. 

We suggest: 
. . 

a) Every Jewish family reaching Vienna from the Soviet Union should be 

given an outright grant of $5,000.00 in the form of twelve monthly 
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checks which would be redeemable only by the recipient in Israel. 

This would represent a gift from World Jewry de~igned to help each 

family overcome the enormous difficulties of its first year in Israel 

and ease the problems of housing, education, language , absorption and 

social acceptance in the most practical manner possible, while leaving 

to the future · the less pressing issues of ideology, culture and 

quality of life when the Soviet Olim would be settled in their new 

homes. These matters are indeed secondary for a family undergoing the 

trauma of adjustment to a new lifestyle. 

b) Also in Vienna: the Government of Israel should provide every 

breadwinner with a letter guaranteeing that a job within his current 

career track will be made available to him within two weeks of his 

arrival in Israel. This would necessitate the Ministry of Labor and 

the Ministry of Finance deveioping a marketing strategy to persuade 

employers to emply Soviet Olim, recognizing that the first year is one 

of adjustment, and that the employer will be compensated by the Govern

ment for any difference between the worker's productivity and his salary. 

These two proposals will, in our view, increase the number of 

Olim, both directly and indirectly. Jews still in the Soviet Union 

will receive a much more positive feedback in the form of letters· from 

new Olim, who have "made it" persuading them to apply to the Ovir for 

exit visas. This, in turn, will increas·e the pressure on this branch 

of the Soviet bureaucracy to let out more Jews. The estimated cost 

of this program would be $35 million, and would be borne by World Jewry. 

Since Israel is vitally in need of irinnigration for its very 

survival, there is little doubt that the Government and the Knesset would 

be amenable to these proposals and would heartily endorse them. 

In order to discuss these ideas, as well as the many changes in 
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the situation of Israel, Soviet Jews and Jews in the free world, 

it is suggested that a Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry 

be convened. Such a conference would address itself to these changes 

and to planning strategy and tactics for the future when the problems 

of the persecution of Soviet Jews, the security of Israel in a 

changing world, her social and economic problems and the fate of 

those Soviet Jews who did not go to Israel, will become increasingly 

exacerbated. The Camp David Accord may well give impet us to Aliya , 

and this too will require planning and preparation by Jews throughout 

the world. 
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Janu ry ~3, 197 

R bbi Balfour rfckne~ 

SOVIET JE RY TA • FORCE 

Un fortun t 1y, t wasn' t t the AC 
tr.nspir.d th r .• 

ttno nd I ov n't ny id. what 

In any event, that ts pretty rouch 1 1s 
the mandate with which the T sk Fo r, d that is quite cl r: 
to evelop plons tch 111 h lp o t f th 11 io 
1 tegrat1 R i n Jews who c rica. 1 d1dn' t 
look up a or 1ng ut t -mnf!'h o 11 sfnce I w s 
th :aker h motion. Mo~ ov , t B • both b fcre and 
ft r the eting that 1s wha 1sc 

It 1 ey t 11 g, obviously co tr ry to yours, th can't chi el w 
t thos~ tters which th spo sibflity of th. SAC. to which we tu 

for guidance 1n g rd to the Unton's th1nk1ng 1n the religious actions 
and which hav b ring t nly on th stenc of the -form Jew1s 

co nity toward th l rger co n1ty but on a.11 tters ef ct1ng the 
J wis u ity s 1 11. 

If Alex Ross and/or rspan 1 f rently about this and nt t 
r nd rasp cts r i111ng to con 1 r it. Why don't 
u discuss this it and hen I h v th 1r view, I will 
sf d r r v1 ing my if cessary. 

I th ~ant1t1 ~ I co tfnue a erly to await SClrl'!e g 1dan for our congre• 
<?ations emanating fron your Task Fore . 
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I MEMORANDUM I 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Betty Golomb & Al vorspan 

Yours of Jan. 9th - Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

Date Jan. 17, 1979 

(dictated on Jan. 11th) 

I too am sorry you won't be able to attend our Feb. 7th meeting of the Task 
Force. Of course, I will share the minutes with you and will keep you up 
to date. 

Re items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda. These are not on the agenda "for infor
mational purposes only." 

It was not our impression that the mandate of the Task Force was only to 
cover matters dealing with the orientation to Reform Judaism of Russian Jewish 
emigrees to this country, while matters of policy were to be left to the SAC. 

As a matter of fact, I raised this very question at a meeting of the SAC some 
time last fall. (The minutes of that meeting were so edited or so written as 
to ignore that discussion but I have my own notes of that meeting and know 
what was discussed.) It was agreed that a sub committee of members from the 
SAC and the Task Force would meet to discuss this issue. I subsequently sent a 
memo to Alex Ross, chairman of the SAC indicating that Betty Golomb, chairperson 
of the Task Force had appointed members from our Task Force to that sub committee 
and that we were ready and eager to initiate the conversations. (See attached 
memo to Ross.) We never got an answer or a response. I spoke with Al about 
this and asked him to tell Alex we were awaiting a response. To this date -
nothing. 

Beyond that, however, I believe it is a mistake to bifurcate between two UAHC 
bodies the concern, the efforts, the attention that the UAHC gives to the issue 
of Soviet Jewry. The SAC deals with the matter through a sub committee (they 
too call it a Task Force) which then reports its findings to the Commission. 
But, I dare say they do not have on that sub committee the kind of experts we 
have on our much larger Task Force. See the attached list of our membership 
which you asked for. Notice that we have on it people like Mike Rukin, Merv Riseman, 
chairman of that community's city wide Task Force on Soviet Jewry. 

Mrs. Betty Golomb has unusual expertise and interest in this area and serves 
an local and national Soviet Jewry commissions. Why shouldn't a UAHC group with 
that kind of talent be capable of making policy recommendations as well as the 
SAC or any other committee or commission of the UAHC? Knowing as I do how much 
work the SAC has, how many issues they deal with, how far flung their interests, 
I would think that Al and David would welcome a reduction of their work load. 

Secondly, remember that when Betty reported to the UAHC Board last fall, she 
didn't just report on matters relating to indoctrinating Russian Jews on Reform 
Judaism. Her report also dealt with substantial policy matters. (I have a 
copy of her written report if you would like to see confirmation of that.) At 
that time neither you nor Al nor any member of the Board objected to the fact 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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that she was also dealing with matters of substance nor do I recall their raising 
the issue of whether or not it was legitimate for the chairperson of the Task Force 
on Soviet Jewry to deal with these kinds of issues. As a matter of fact that was, 
I think, the first time the matter of the UAHC and Soviet Jewry was ever put 
before our Board in a substantive way. It confirms my point; that a group which 
deals with one issue solely and primarily can and will give it finer attention 
than one which treats the issue as one of a whole host of matters with which it 
also has to deal. 

Finally, the reports we _g-otback from the questionnaires we sent out indicate that 
our congregations don't have the kind of separate committees you would like us to 
set up here. They don't have ·one committee for Reform Jewish orientation of 
Soviet emigrees in their community and another one to deal with policy matters 
re Soviet Jewry. They, to the degree that they have functioning committees at 
all, put it all into one committee. That makes sense. 

In sum, we consider it a mistake to split the functions as you suggest. 
complicate, confuse and reduce the effectiveness of our movement's work. 
Force on Soviet Jewry should deal with all issues related to the issue. 

It will 
A Task 

I am sorry you are away so that we have to discuss these matters via memos. It 
obviously isn't the best way. Perhaps when you are back, and can give us a little 
time, Betty and I can talk about this matter further with you and Al. In the 
meantime, we will be discussing items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda in a substantive 
and not just a "for information only" fashion. Naturally, we will share our 
recommendations with you and whoever else is appropriate. 

Al and Alex Ross will be invited to the Feb. 7th meeting. As a matter -of fact, 
I think they have been already. 

BB:mn 
attach. 



Betty Golomb 
64 Birch Street 
Por t 1vashington, NY 11050 

, 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
175 E. 62 Street 
New York, NY 11021 

Mrs. Annette Daum 
UAHC 

Ralph Davis 
UAHC 

Mr. A 1 vorspan 
UAHC 

Mrs. s. Donner 
Cong. Sherith Israe1 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Mr. Ben Chernov 
700 North Water st. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53202 

Mr. Lee ~oldin 
6813 s. Shearwater Iane 
Malibu, Calif. 90265 

Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 
UAHC 
13107 Ventura Blvd. 
N. Hollywood, Calif. 94103 

Rabbi G. Liebennan 
Central Synagogue of 
Nassau County 
430 De Mott Ave. 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570 

Mr. James . Rice 
Jewish Fed. of M~t. Chicago 
One south Franklin St. 
Chicago, Ill. 61606 

I , 

Rabbi Criarles Kroloff 
Temple Emanu-El 
756 E. Broad St. 
Westfield, N.J. 0 709 0 

Rabbi Steve Rubin 
UAHC 

Rabbi Jay Sangerman 
Peoples Temple 
Bay Parkway & Benson Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11214 

Craig Wasserman 
PO 6299 Yale Sta. 
New Haven, Conn. 0 6520 

Ms. Blanche Ross 
1116 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 1002 8 

Adam Snitzer 
49 Prospect 
Utica, NY 13501 

Danny Robinson 
103 E. 84 Street 

NY, NY 10028 

~s; Gloria Hirsh 
7441 Byron Pl. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Mr. Jules Lippert 
2 5 7 Lloyd Lane 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19151 

Ms. Hannah Schweitzer 
9231 E. Barkhill Dr. 

Betheseda, Md. 20014 

Ms. ~udith Mischel 
151 Summit Ave. 
Summit, N.J. 07901 

Mrs. Shirley Kravitz 
Box 85 RR #1 Walker Rd . 
Washing ton-Crossing , Pa . 

Rabbi Israel Dessner 
Temple Beth Tikuah 
950 Preakness Ave. 
Wayne, N.J. 07470 

Mr. Mervin Riseman 
460 Park Ave. 

New York, NY 10022 

Judy Kleinman 
POB 9238 Duke Sta. 

Durham, N.C. 27706 

Mr. A. Ross 

Al Paul Lefton C. Inc. 
71 Vanderbilt Ave. 
New York, NY 10017 

Ms. Jeanette Minkoff 
85 Eastern Parkway 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 

Mr. Leonard Schroeter 
3438 Cascadia so. 
Seattle, Washington 98144 

Mr. Michael Rukin 
22 Footpath Rd. 
Chelmsford, Mass. 0182 4 

Rabbi Johathan Kendall 
Temple Israel of Hollywood 
7300 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 900 46 

Mrs. Jack Reeger 
11373 Charnock Rd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 900 66 

Mr. Raymond Pl Gran 
247 Kent Rd. 

Warminister, Pa. 1897 4 
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Date ___ o_c_t_o_b_e_r_2_7_,_1_9_7_B __ _ 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
From _____________________ _ 

To 
Alex Ross 

Betty Golomb & Al Vorspan 
Copy for information of _____________________________ _ 

Soviet Jewry: Joint consultation 
Subject _______________________________ _ 

You will recall that as a result of the recent SAC meeting it was decided that the 

SAC's committee on Soviet Jewry and the UAHC's Task Force on Soviet Jewry would 

initiate a consultation process, especially on matters of policy and social import 

such as the Olympic Games situtation, etc. 

I am pleased to tell you that Betty G6lomb, the chairperson of the Task Force now 

has such a sub committee. It is ready to meet with the SAC's sub committee as soon 

as possible. If you will tell me who your people are, I will be glad to put such a 

meeting together. If you want to do it, let me know and I will send you the names 

of our sub committee persons. 

wok forward to _the meeting. Let me know. 

Thanks and regards. 

BB:mn 

--------

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N~Y. 10021 212/249-0100 



Jamiary 23, 1976 

Mr. Star.ley Lowell, Chairman 
National Conferenc on Soviet Jewry 

West 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Stanely: 

The enclosed envelope vaa addressed to the Chief Rabbi of the USA and 
while I am much impressed that the Washington Poatal Department knew 
just who that was in fowarding the letter to me, I think its •ubject 
matter is of more concern to the NCSJ. 

I don't know how fluent you are in Yiddish so I will tel1 you that the 
wr1.ter w"ould like to locate bis brother who moved to Boston in 1912. 
The brothel' who eame to America was known aa Sochel Isaac Aaronovich . 
I donl i know taow these rfllquesta are handled but I am ture you will see 
to it that an app~riate i-esponse ia aent. 

With every good wish and wumest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

AlEPumder M. Schindler 

P.S. I left ord at your office, you were in Btussels, that I mn 
eager to meet iiith you on yot.ir return. I hop we can set a mutually 
c.onvenient time to me.et. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Al Vorspan 

January 9, 1979 

In regard to your memo of December 29, lam really sorry that I 
won't be able to attend the meeting of the Task Force on Soviet 
J wry. I'll be in Israel. I feel doubly bad about missing th 
meeting inasmuch as I gave the impetus toward the formation of 
the Task Force. 

I read the agenda with a good deal of interest and hope you will 
send me a copy of the minutes so that I can be kept apprise~ of 
developments. 

Items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda perplex me somewhat. As far as I 
am concerned, these matters are for the Social Action Commission. 

The Task Force, as I envisaged it, was to be concerned primarily 
with the Reform religious orientation of Russian Jews who have 
decid d to come to the United States. If these items are on the 
agenda for informational purposes, fine. But the stance of the 
Union on such issues as the Olympic Games and other policies af
fecting the American Jewish community working with regard to 
Soviet Jewry should remain in the hands of the Commission on Social 

Action. 

Please let me have a list of the Task Force members. 

Warm regards. 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

To Rabbis: Alexander Schindler, Stuart Gertrnan & Karen Fox 
Mr. Al vorspan 

Copies Betty Golomb 

Subject Attached - soviet Jewry Task Force meeting February 7th, 1979 

F. Y.I. 

Date 

Stu - Karen - I particularly hope the date is clear in your calendar. 
very much want you to report on NYFRS activities. 

,,n,N 
nn:i•', 

n,:np110 
i1P,,DN::J 

BB:mn 
attach. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Dec. 29, 1978 
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PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERREUGIOUS AFFAIRS 

January 3, 1979 

FROM: 

TO: 

Betty Golomb, Chairperson of UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

Members of the Task Force 

SUBJECT: Next Meeting of Task Force - Wednesday February 7, 1979 

10:00 A.M. to· 4:00 P.M. (lunch will be served) at the UAHC 

It is time for us to come together again. Much has happened. There is much to 

report and some decisions will have to be made. 

The model Friday evening service is nearly ready. Other materials are being 

printed in Russian and we are actively supporting some work being done here in 

the New York region under the guidance of the NYFRS. 

While a more complete agenda will be sent later, at least the following items 

will be considered: 

1. Report on the model Friday Evening Service. 

2 • . Translation into Russian of "Keeping Posted" issue on Reform ·Judaism and 

other informational material. 

3. Results of our questionnaire. 

4. The Olympic Games - our position. 

Trade agreements. 

Immigration - possible briefing from JDC official. 

5. Jerry Goodman; Executive Director of The National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

will be with us and brief us. 

6. Activities of The New York Federation of Reform Synagogues and other regional 

efforts. 

7. Do we foster separate religion structures for Soviet Jews or seek to integrate 

them into our congregations. 

we have chosen this date for our Task Force ~eting since the National Conference 

on Soviet Jewry will be meeting in New York City on Monday & Tuesday Feb . . 5-6th. 

we thought some of you coming from out of town might be interested also in attend

ing those meetings. 

A reply card is enclosed for your convenience. 

I trust you had a Happy chanuko and a joyful (secular) New Year. 

Look forward to seeing you on Wed. February 7, 1979. 

BB:rnn 
,...,..,,... -rPnlv card 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler November 7, 156 
Betty Golomb and Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Aron Hirt-t nheimer 

Connie Kreshtool told me f sclnating success story fnvolvlng 
a Russian Jewish f mily now Integrated fnto Beth Emeth of 
Wilmington, Deleware. It 11 began y ars ago when the congre
gation "adopted 0 family from Leningrad as a Pen Pal. Eventually, 
the family left Russia, went to Vienna and then came to the U.S. 
and members of Beth Emeth helped them settle In Wilmington, they 
even helped the father obtain a Job at DuPont. For about a year 
the f mlly chose to remain distant from the congregation but tod y 
they are fully integrat d, the eh11dren h ve b n consecrat d as students in the relfglous school and ttend regularly. It Is a 
moving story and you might want to ask Connie to write It up for your round-up or for REFORM JUOAISM . 

• 



Mr. James P. Rice 
Jewish Federation 
One South Franklin Street 
Chicago, 111. 60606 

Dear Jlm: 

November 6, 1978 

It was good chatting with you. I appreciate your note 
of October 31 in regard to the Federation program 4'or 
Soviet Jewish ehildren and their families. I have shared 
the JTA Item with Betty Golomb, Chairperson of our Task 
Force, and Balfour Brickner, staff consultant. They will 
be fn contact wfth you. 

I bhought you would be interested in the enclosed item 
which wtll appear in a forthcoming adition of our news
paper, REFORM JUDAISM. Boris Gorokhov is a young Russian 
emigre who has attended our Camp Harlam in Penns¥1vania 
for the past two summers. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Enc 1 . 

• 
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•MEMBERS Of, EXECUTM COMMlrrEE 

of Met.ropollt.a.:n Chica.go 

One South Franklin Street• Chicago, Ill. 60606 Telephone, Financial 6-6700 

79\EAH A Beneficiary of the Jewish United Fund 
of Metropolitan Chicago 

October 31, 1978 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Un ion of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex , 

Thanks for your telephone call about 
National Commission on Russian Jewry. 
was very interested to know about the 
forts of our Reform movement to help 
Soviet Jewish kids integrate into the 
relig ious community. 

the 
I 

ef -· 

In 
of 

this connection, I am enclosing a copy 
the JTA story about the special program 

supported by our Federation enabling Soviet 
Jewish youngsters to attend afternoon school. 

I look forward to receiving from you the 
translations of some of the liturgical material 
that your staff has prepared. 

With best wishes, 

JPR:FGH 
cc: Robert L. Adler 

A Member of the United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 
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CHICAGO FEDERATION STARTS 
EDUCATION PLAN FOR SOVIET TOTS 

CHICAGO (JTA)--A new program of Jew
ish education has been initiated in Chicago this 
fall for recently arrived Soviet Jewish families 
whose children attend public schools. The 36-
week program was started by the Jewish Federa
tion of Metropolitan Chicago, in cooperation 
with four of its offil iates ond beneficiary agen
cies. 

The program started Sept. 21 with ten 
pupils, aged eight to ten, participating in five 
sessions a week at an area congegation and at 
a nearby Jewish community center, according to 
David Smerling, Federation president. He 
la uded the program as completing a comprehen
sive Jewish edu'cational system set up and funded 
by the Federation for Soviet Jews resettling here. 

Richard Dublin, program coordinator with 
the Jewi sh Family and Community Se rvice, said 
he expected attendance to increase to more than 
50 childre n, as new Soviet fa.mil ies arrive here 
at a rate of about 25 a month. 

The program blends formal cla ::.sroon instruc 
tion with leisure-time social and cultural activ
ities. In the five-day-a-week program, the 
children receive six hours of classroom instruc
tion at Congregation B'nai Zion, two hours each 
Sunday morning and two afternoons a week. Two 
hours of music, arts and crafts, dance and drama 
ore provided on each of the two_ We£·kday after
noons at the Rogers Park Jewish Community Cen
ter. 

The classroom curriculum--esr,ecialty es
tablished by the Associated Talmud Torahs and 
the Boord of Jewish Education-- inc ludes Hebrew, 
Bible studies, Jewish history, Jewish laws and 
culture. 

The supervising classroom teacher and the 
Jewish center counselor work together to assure 
thnt the activities reinforce the classroom studies, 

especially in relation to holiday celebrations. Some· 
of the activities wil I be conducted with other Jewish 
center groups and area Sunday school classes to help 
the Soviet youngsters make new friends. 

Pupils are bussed to and from class and activities 
sessions. The JFCS, which has overall responsibility 
for resettlement aid to Soviet Jewish families coor
dinates the prowam with the education agencies. 
P~rental education, on important phase of the program, 
will be conducted by the JFCS through group meetings 
co-led by the supervising classroom teacher and ' 
through special family events centered arou~d the Jew
ish holidays. 

The program, called "Mehina, 11 Hebrew for 
"preparation, 11 is structured so that the children will 
be ?ble to continue their Jewish studies at area congre
gational schools as soon as they are ready, said Jules 
Cogan, JFCS president. An advisory committee of 
rabbis an? school principa ls, parents and community 
leaders, 1s planned to assure smooth transition to con
gregational schools, Cogan said. 

He said most participants will be fomil ies in 
their first year of resettlement whose children do not 
attend Federation-supported day schools. Two classes 
are planned for this fall, one for children eight to ten 
and thesecond for children II to 13. Class size will 

1 

be limited to 25. Volunteer classroom aides will be 
used to provide individualized help and tutoring 
Cogan said. ' 

Other Federation-supported educational pro
grams for youngsters of the Soviet newcomers include: 
nursery schools; Jewish day schools; tutorial help to 

prepare children for day school enrollment; scholar
ships to congregational schools; and day care, day 
camp and summer camp. Some 250 Russian Jewish 
children are enrolled in these programs. 

Lost year, 697 Soviet Jews, about 230 families, 
resettled in Chicago. This rear, more than 100 Soviet 
Jews ore arriving each month. Since 1975, nearly 
2000 Soviet Jewish refugees have resettled here. 

This year, the Federation has earmarked about 

$150 000 for the education of recently arrived 
Sovi~t Jews in addition to its $2.4 million allo
cation for formal Jewish education, described as 
the lor:; es t amount spent for such ~ducation by 
any Jewish community in the United States. 

I 



5665-UAHC peg 9/20178 9i10 Mel x 
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It \\;as very difficult for me to leave 
Russia. I lived in a comfortable two
bedroom apnrtment \\'hich. by Rus
sian standards. was probably upper 
middle-class. I went to a special En
glish school for four years. e\·er since 
first grade. and I had many close 
friends. I felt comfortable and secure. 
so it was very hard to understand why 
my parents were taking me away from 
it all. 

At eleven. I could not comprehend 
the fact that being a Jew meant that I 
had very few opportunities to make it 
in Russia. Although I did not say 
anything to my parents. deep inside I 

. ,..., } was VP.)' upset about leaving behind 
J v _-attriiy friends. my whole life. When 

✓/·we got to America I felt even \rnrse for 
• it was such a different way of life. 

Classmates Cruel . 
My first ycnr here was spent mainly 

trying to learn English fluently. When 
we came to America. we settled in 
New York. but after a year we mo,·ed 
to Virginia where I had to start mak
ing new friends ngain. I disco\·ered at 
school that there were a lot of things 
about .-\merica I did not know. I,\was 
hard for me to pro,·e myself in sports 
for in Americ:n they played football 
and softball while in Rusfia they 
played soccer and hockey. My 
classmates did not understand my 
background and trr.c1ted me very 
cruelh· whenc:\'er I did or said some
thing -naive. They did not ha\'e much 
respect for me. an attitude that hurl 
me ,·en· much. In Russia. I had manv 
clost~ f~icnrls. -

Also. I die! not know much about 
- Jud,;ism. I had ahv-1ys considered the 

Je\\"ish p!!oplc lo he a nationality 
rather than a religious group. That is 
what they arc i11 Russia. I nernr had 
any Jt,wish education and kne,,· littl1? 
of Je,'-·ish history. Although I was 
without ;i Jewish r.cluc:ation and all my 
friends in Russia were not Jr.ws. I still 
felt internal strength and priy'~ as a 
Jew. /\ 

·- ··--- ·•-------
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" 
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-·---- - ··--------, Apprehensiva about Camp 
My . bad experiences in America. 

combined with my ignorance of 
Judaism. madt:! me very apprehensive 
about going to a Jewish camp. How
ever. whtm I got to Camp Harlam. I 
was very surprised to find the kids so 
friendly. They were ,·ery interes_ted in 
JTIY background and asked me 
thousands of questions. They were 
.very patient and helped me adjust to 
the American way of life. I became 
more secure in myself and for the first 
time since leaving Russia I began to 
have real friends. • 

Bar Mitzvah at Harlam 
I also began to understand my 

Jewish background. Through the 
shiur program I began to learn the 
history and religion of the Jews. My 
counselor. who fought in the Yom 
Kippur \\'ar. told me about his ,rnr 
experiences and I began to feel the 
might and the pride of my Jewish 
identity. He suggested that I have a . 
BarT'.\.titzvah at camp. I learned my 
Torah portion in teri days. I'll never 
forget that sunny Saturday morning 
when my bunkmates performed the 
service and I nervously read my Torah 
portion as 300 pairs of eyes watched 
me intently. I did not realize the full 
importance of the ceremony until I 
was much older. 

Probably the most important thing 
that camp taught me was how to relate 
to people through learning. I learned a 
lot about mysP.lf and became more 
sure of myself. I met Rabbi Laslo Ber
kowitz \\:ho invited me to join his 
congregation back home. I joined the 
temple, went to Sunday school. and 
got im·oh-ed in the temple youth 
group. Participating in all the ac
tivities, I made many new friends . 

• ' Most Important Posessions _,.,.,..-------··1st n yin c:l o s 1 ! CO n I a . wit mycamp 
friend~. They arc! tlw mos t important 
possessions I ha\"c. 

I have come a long way from the 
scared little Jewish Russian boy that 
knew so little about America and 
Judaism. And. although I am as 
American as nm· kid who is a Yankee 
fan. I do not forget from where I came 
and how lucky I am. If it ,,·ere not for 
those people ,,·ho fought for me and 
who gave me a l:hance to ad~·ust. I 
would probably have had a \"ery 
different fate. 1\ly only wish is t at a • 
Sovit!t )C\\"S lw as lucky as I was and 
that th P.y not bH forgotten . 

This urtic:le is hosed on a speech by 
Boris Gorokhov. 1 !i, to the UAHC 
Exen1tiv1: C:11mmitt1:ri. 



abbl Alexnder N. Schlndl r October 31, 197 

Hrs- Setty Golomb; Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Mr. Robert L. Adler; Rabbi Charles J. Kroloff 

I attended the HUC-JIR Board meeting today and In my report for 
the Union I broached the subject of Rus$lan Jewry and the need 
to Integrate them Into our congregatlonal life. I described 
som of the work of your T sk Force. lmmedletely aft r the meet· 
Ing, three people approached me with Ideas which may be of interest. 

1/ Chuck Kroloff lnformad me that member of his congregation, 
~s. Blanche oss, 1016 Fifth Avenu, New York, H.Y. - BU 8-3434, 
is very mu,h oncerned about the religious Int gratlon Issue. She 
know, a <reat deal about the subj ct and should be Invited to work 
wlth th~ Task Force. She Is currently the President of NYAHA and 
ts a past-Chairwoman of the New York UJA Wo en's Division (she 1 s 
also Ch ck's cousin). In other wor s, she's a natural for the work 
and ought to b~ approached to serve on the Task Force. 

2/ A College-Institute aoar member from Denver - his 
sllppu ruy m mory at the moment but no matt r - told m 
gatlon In Oenv•r offers free membership to RussJan Jews 
shlp5 for id. to Camp S,hwayder. 

name has 
his congre· 
and scholar-

I think It would be well In this connection If the Task Force 
wero very soon to come forward with an action memorandum to our 
congr ~atlons, urging them to do similar things. You should 1so 
Include other id~$ whteh have come to your ttentlon. Tell hem 
elso how they can get the addresses of Russian Jews living In their 
areas. The goal here clearly is to aln the religious Integration 
of th se people through Involvement In Reform congteg tions. 

3/ Bob Adler told me that the CJf F has substantial sums evallabl 
for Russian Jews and that a p•etlon of this mu1tl-mf11ion doll r 
budget has b en assigned for 11 re 11 gr ous educa t I on purposes. 11 J Im 
Rice, the Director of the Chicago Federation, Is a member of the 
CJFWF Task force. He', also an active member vf one of our Chicago 
con regatlons. Jim l1 a hi hly Intelligent person, as you know, I 
spoke to him and apprised him of the existence of our Task Force. 
You, tooy might want to ca11 him either b for or after the General 
Assembly of the CJFWF. 



Edith J. Miller 

Joshua M. Dwork 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

September 18, 1978 

Enclosed is Manny Rosenthal's check for $400. for the Task Force on 
Soviet Jewry of the UAHC. This gift was made by Manny in order to 
make possible a special English teaching program in Brooklyn under 
the auspices of the Task Force. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

August 15, 1978 

Theodore K. Broldo and Albert Vorspan 

RUSSIAN JEWRY 

As I told you, and this Is also by way of Informing Al and Ted, I would I Ike 
Betty Golumb to prepare a full report on the Soviet Jewry Task Force. What 

I would 1 Ike Is something comprehensive whl·ch wl 11 focus essentially on three 

ele.ments: 

1/ Descriptive: What the problem Is. The need for efforts on the part of 
thd Jewish comn, nity to help Integrate Russian Jews Jewlshly here. What 

others are doing. 

2/ What are Reform congregations doing now ond what the Union f s doing now 
(transl~tlons, etc). 

3/ A projection of an lde~1 program f(lr our congregations, regions and 
national body. 

I understand from 1ed that our Executive Committee agenda is rather skimpy. 

Could this report possibly be ready for Scpter.iber 187 

Also, ple se be ~ure t o call Ari~ luck, if you have not already done so. 
about the young man I told you ab<,ut who Is working at our camp and whose 

parents c;ame here from Russia three yaars ago. I do not know whether his 

parents are In any way f ntegrated wl th in a Reform congregation but It would 

be good to liven up the report with some (;!Xpresslon of a personal ace unt. 

As I told you, the young man Is uite articulate. 

I 
I 

I .•, 

/ 
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__,,-- A 
/' / 

........ /' 
/'. 



11n'N 
nl1il'? 

.,,,.,, ;, .m:J 
il;,,,,:,N.:J 

DATE: 

FRCM: 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

September 1978 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

Betty Golomb, Chairperson, The Task Force on 
Soviet Jewry of the UAHC 

Rabbis, Congregational Presidents, Social Action 
Chairpersons 

Questionnaire for Congregations on Soviet Jewish 
Emigres in the United States 

The Task Force on Soviet Jewry, recently appointed by the UAHC Board 
of Trustees, has as one of its prime responsibilities the development 
of programs for the absorption of Soviet Jews in our religious 
community. 

In order to ascertain what has already been undertaken by your congre
gation, what problems you have encountered and how we can assist you, 
we have designed the enclosed questionnaire. Please a~swer those 
questions that pertain to your local synagogue program. Where you 
have undertaken means of integrating new emigres other than those we 
have covered, please add your own description and evaluation of the 
projects. 

We hope that you will be able to answer no later than October 30th. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me for 
clarification. 

enc. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CONGREGATIONS 

THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
OF THE UAHC 

BETTY GOLOMB, CHAIRPERSON 

1. How many Soviet Jews have settled in your community in the past 
seven years? Give an approximate figure ----------
With how many have you had contact? ------------

2. Has your synagogue programmed for or offered any services to aid 
in the absorption of these newcomers? Yes ___ No __ _ 

If your answer if 11 Yes 11 check, where applicable, the kinds of 
programs or services you have been able to provide : 

__ Welcoming newcomers on arrival in the community 

__ Visiting newcomers to assist them in learning about the community 

__ Providing transportation 

__ Sponsoring English language training programs 

__ Setting up baby-sit ting facilities 

Invitations to Sabbath services 

Invitations to holiday services 

Invitations to Holy Day services 

8/78 

Social evenings at the synagogue to meet members of the congregation and/or 
--other emigrees 

Invite teenagers to participate in youth activities 

__ Accept children in the religious school 

__ Offer scholarships to camp programs of the Reform Jewish Movement 

Dffer temple membership 
--How many have remained as members? ________ _ 

Other functions: -------------------------
__ Do you offer courses to them in Reform Judaism? ___________ _ 

If so, what kind of materials are useful to you? ___________ _ 



II 

- 2 -

3. What has been the response to these efforts? ___________ _ 

4. If your answer to question #2 is 11 No, 11 describe briefly the reasons: 

5. Has the synagogue budgeted any funds or assumed any financial role 
for Soviet Jewry? If so, describe ----------------

1. Is your congregation represented on your Jewish co!l1Tlunity's local 
coordinating committee, responsible for resettlement of the Soviet 
Jews in your community? Yes No 

2. Check appropriately (J): 

.. 

Responsibility fully assumed Responsibility shared 

Housing procurement 

House furnishing 

Job procurement 

English language teaching 

by congregation with other local groups 

If your synagogue is not involved in the over-all resettlement programs, 
have you developed other activities to help emigrees in community adjustment? 
Explain. 
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- 3 -

1. How has the synagogue obtained the names of or made its contacts 
with Russian Jews in the conmunity? ---------------

2. What questions do Russian Jews ask you about Reform Judaism? 

3. What can/should this Task Force do to help you in your efforts in 
behalf of Soviet Jewry? --------------------

4. Name and address of congregation 1 s Soviet Jewry Committee Chairperson·: 

Name Phone No. --------------- --------
Address ---------------------------
Congregation -------------------------
City State Zip ------------- ------- -----

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Please return to: Betty Golomb, Chairperson 
UAHC Soviet Jewry Task Force 
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 701 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 249-0100, Ext. 280 



.I MEMORANDUM I 
From Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date 

Sept. 6, 1978 

To Ted Broido 

Copies Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Al Vorspan & Betty Golomb 

Subject UAHC Executive Board Meeting September 18th - Betty Golomb 

,,n"N 
nn'1";, 

no,pm, 
ll;,rml'O 

Betty is prepared to make her presentation re our Soviet Jewry Task Force 
on September 18th. 

What time? Please let her know. Her phone numbers are: 
( 516) 944-8730 
(212) 879-6881 

Also, let me know! 

Alex: I've checked with Arie Gluck re Soviet Jewish young person. 
lost track of him temporarily but is trying to run him down. If he 

He's ) 
can, 

e'll get back to me. We will work him in if it is possible. 
to clear that further with Betty. 

BB:mn 

.... 

I'll have v· 
wt 

P.S. We will want to distribute copies of the attached questionnaire to 
all members of the Executive Board. We have enough copies in our 
office. Do you want them in the kits? 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CONGREGATIONS 

THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
OF THE UAHC 

BETTY GOLOMB, CHAIRPERSON 

1. How many Soviet Jews have settled in your community in the past 
seven years? Give an approximate figure _________ _ 

With how many have you had contact? ------------
2. Has your synagogue programmed for or offered any services to aid 

in the absorption of these newcomers? Yes ___ No __ _ 

If your answer if 11 Yes 11 check, where applicable, the kinds of 
programs or services you have been able to provide: 

__ Welcoming newcomers on arrival in the community 

__ Visiting newcomers to assist them in learning about the community 

__ Providing transportation 

__ Sponsoring English language training programs 

__ Setting up baby-sitting facilities 

Invitations to Sabbath services 

Invitations to holiday services 

Invitations to Holy Day services 

8/78 

Social evenings at the synagogue to meet members of the congregation and/or 
--other emigrees 

Invite teenagers to participate in youth activities 

__ Accept children in the religious school 

__ Offer scholarships to camp programs of the Reform Jewish Movement 

Offer temple membership 
--How many have remained as members? ________ _ 

Other functi ans=-------------------------,,--

__ Do you offer courses to them in Reform Judaism? ___________ _ 

If so, what kind of materials are useful to you? ___________ _ 
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3. What has been the response to these efforts? __________ _ 

4. If your answer to question #2 is 11 No, 11 describe briefly the reasons: 

5. Has the synagogue budgeted any funds or assumed any financial role 
for Soviet Jewry? If so, describe ---------------

1. Is your congregation represented on your Jewish co11111unity 1 s local 
coordinating committee, responsible for resettlement of the Soviet 
Jews in your community? Yes No 

2. Check appropriately (J): 

Housing procurement 

House furnishing 

Job procurement 

English language teaching 

Responsibility fully assumed Responsibility shared 
bv conqreqation With other local groups 

If your synagogue is not involved in the over-all resettlement programs, 
have you developed other activities to help emigrees in community adjustment? 
Explain. 
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1. How has the synagogue obtained the names of or made its contacts 
with Russian Jews in the community? ---------------

2. What questions do Russian Jews ask you about Reform Judaism? 

3. What can/should this Task Force do to help you in your efforts in 
behalf of Soviet Jewry? --------------------

4. Name and address of congregation I s Soviet Jewry Committee Chairperson·: 

Name Phone No. --------------- --------
Address ---------------------------
Congregation -------------------------
City State Zip ------------- ------- -----

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Please return to: Betty Golomb, Chairperson 
UAHC Soviet Jewry Task Force 
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 701 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 249-0100, Ext. 280 



Edith J. Miller 9/18/78 

Joshua M. Dwork 

Please issue a check in the amount of $82.00 to Boris Gorokhovy 
651 Truman Lane, Falls Church, VA. 

He is the young Russian Jewish lad who addressed the Executive 
Committee meeting, as part of the report on the Task Force on 
Russian Jewry. This reimbursement is to be charged to the meet
ing and not to the Task Force. 

\ 
' 



Mr. E. M. Rosenthal 
3709 East First Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76111 

Dear Manny: 

September 19, 1978 

Your beautiful response to the report on the ~ask Force 
on Russian Jewry was deeply appreciated. You are a con
tinuing source of support in so many ways and we are very 
gratefu~ to you. 

Thanks, too, for your fine report for the Biennial Program 
Committee. It was succinct and informational and we all 
look forward to a marvelous convention in Toronto. 

It is my fond hope that the convention program will include 
a meaningful presentation on Russian Jewry. This is a most 
critical aspect of our work and it is my fond hope that it 
will become a truly high priority on the agendas of our 
member congregations. By highlighting the work of the Task 
Force at the Biennial we can help our congregations in their 
efforts in this area of Jewish life. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Roz and 
our best wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Boris Gorokhov 
651 Truman Lane 
Balls Church, VA. 

Dear Boris; 

September 19, 1978 

I~ was a joy to see you again and a very special privilege 
to have you address the Executive Committee of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. Our people were moved by 
your words. It meant much to us all to have you share your 
thoughts with us. 

Under separate cover a check will be sent to you within a 
few days to cover your airfare to and from New York. 

I hope you are well settled in school and that the year 
ahead will be a happy and fulfulling one for you. My best 
to you and your family for a healthy and happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. Dan Golomb 
64 Birch Street 

September 19, 1978 

Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 

Dear Betty: 

Thank you for taking the time to report to our Executive 
Committee on the work of the Task Force on Russian Jewry. 
You were wonderful and I think you sensed the great im
pact your report had on our members. We are grateful for 
all that you do! 

Boris touched us all. I shall write to him to express my 
appreciation and he will, of course, be reimbursed for his 
travel expenses. It was a neautiful presentation and I 
thank you for making the necessary arrangements to have 
him with us. 

With fondest regards to you and Dan and best wishes for the 
New Year, in which Rhea joibs, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Thanks for the proposed budget for the Soviet Jewry 
Project. This should now be written up for the 
Memorial Foundation, with detailed information on 
the project and possibly copies of some of the 
booklets to be translated, for formal transmittal. 

Perhaps It would be well for you to discuss the 
project with Sherman or Hochbaum before sending in 
the proposal and you might also check to determine 
the deadline for requesting a grant. I have a feel
ing you might have to get the pGoposal to them by 
January 1. 1978. Double check. 

12/21/77 
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IMIIEIMI (0) ~AINID> UIMI 
Date __ D_e_c_._ 2_0_ , _ 1_9_7_7 _____ _ 

From ______ ~R~a~b~b~i=-----'B=a=l=f=o~u=r'---"B=r~i=·c=k=n.....,,.e_r _____ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander schinrller 

Copy for information of _ _,_.B~e~t .... t-,iy~ G...,o....,l11 ... m........,.h'---"'&~A~J.__,...,1a .... r~s,t'p~a~u.__ ___________________ _ 

Subject _____ _..B..,u..,,d..,.g;J.>e_t"'--..._fo,.._._r---'"'u""A..._H...,.C~ P ..... r'--'e'-""s .. i .....,a.,_e..._n._.t_i._.a..._l...._T ........ a ... s""k___._pe.>.o.,_.r__.c_,e"'-'a ........ u_....,S.._a ... v ..... i ... e:;..Jt ....... ,_,_1ei=.wJOU..r-:¥y'-----------

When the Memorial Foundation meets you can submit the following budgetary 
request: 

Stage 1 

1. Preparations and publication of booklet (in Russian) of daily prayers, 
holiday and home celebrations 

5,000 booklets/ 30 pages $4,000 
translation 
clerical 
printing and publication 

2. Printing and publication of sabbath service 
5,000 booklets/ 30 pages 
translation 
(special knowledge of Russian and 
biblical Hebrew required) 
clerical 
printing and publication 

3, Printing and publication of High Holy Day Service 
5,000 copies cloth bound/SO pages 
translation 
clerical 
printing and publication 

4. Overall administrative costs 
phone, cost of office space, 
xerox, etc 

5, Mailing and distribution of material 

500 
1,500 
2,000 

600 

1,500 
2,500 

500 
2,000 
3,500 

TOTAL----

$4,600 

$6,000 

$1,500 

$2,500 
$18,600 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Albert Vorspan 

SOVIET JEWRY PROJECT 

Please don't forget to give me a prospectus and budget for our 
Soviet Jewry Absorption project. I don't want us to miss the 
oppo1·tuni ty to present our request to the Memorial Foundation 
for Jevli sh Culture. 

December 15, 19i7 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Al Vorspan 

SOVIET JEWRY TASK FORCE 

8ctober 14, 1977 

Alas, we do not have funds budgeted for the Soviet Jewry 
Task Force but I am confident it will be possible for us 
to gain funds from outside sources. 

The Hemori~I Foundation for Jewish Culture should be 
&pproached for a grant to aid us in the translation of 
matertals from English to Russian. Befor you write up 
a proposal, I would suggest you discuss the matter with 
Dr. Jerry Hochbaum or Dr. Joshua Sherman of the tlemorial 
r o u n d a t i o n . . . . . 6 .. 9 - l : 0 7 4 . 

Let me also note th~t in making a written r quest, you 
double or quadruple the sum of money required for actual 
costs since th~y usually g•ant less than the requested 
emoun t -~~) 
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Al - Betty has New York phone 212-879-6881 

Mrs. David Golomb 
64 Birch Street 
Port Wasl1in9ton , l~. Y. 1050 

Dear liettyt 

June 16, 1977 

At this past week-end's Board of Trustee meeting I a.eked for 
approval for the formation of a Tak Force on Soviet Jewry and 
am pleased to a vise that the Boa.rd was most positive in it 
reaction. My requ st was given unanimous approval. 

At my request, Matt Ross will be inviting you to chair thi$ 
Task Force. I know you will do a splendid job and I am very 
grateful to you for yow; earnest desire to render service in 
this most important area. 

Regretfully, my travel schedule will have me leaving the country 
almost immediately after my return from the CCAR Conference, and 
I shall only attend that rrieeting for a day or two. Thus, I a. 
sl:ing Al Vorspan to meet with yo\l in order tQ discuss th niake

up of the Task Force membership as well as the thrust of its 
work. 'l'ed Broido may alSlO have soir.e suggestions in regard to 
?llombera-hip and I am asking him to share them with Al. When 
I return to the office late this s\UtU'i1er I will plan on meeting 
with you to further discuss the progrum. 

With gratitude nd warmest regards from house to house, Iain 

Sincerely, 

Alexandr M. Schindler 

00: Albert vorspan 
Tb odo:re K. Broido 
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Center for the Study of 
Soviet Jewish Emigration 

and Resettlement 

BALTIMORE HEBREW COLLEGE 
5900 PARK HEIGHTS AVENUE 

BALTIMORE, MD. 21215 

y May 12, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I have enclosed a complimentary copy of The Soviet Jewish 
Emigre, which contains the proceedings of a national con
ference held at the Baltimore Hebrew College last December, 
and which was devoted to an interchange between academic 
specialists on the Soviet Union and Jewish community pro
fessionals involved in the resettlement of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants. 

This is a publication of- our Center for the Study of Soviet 
Jewish Emigration and Resettlement, which is devoted to re
search and dissemination of information to resettlement 
professionals and all others interested and involved in 
the integration of Soviet Jewish emigres into the American 
Jewish community. We hope that the enclosed volume will 
prove interesting and useful to you and your organization. 
Additional copies can be obtained from the Baltimore Hebrew 
College at $4.oo per copy. 

3D1-466-7900 

~~~~~~-~-----~ 
U Jer=~ M. Gi lison 

Director 

JMG/bbm 

Enclosure 



National 
Conference 
on 
Soviet 
ewry 

June 10, 1976 

Rabbi Alex Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

This will acknowledge receipt of $1, 500 in dues 
to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, for 
the year 1976 , 

Our thanks for your cooperation and concern. 

Sincerely, 

t:!~ 
Executive Director 

JG:dh 

l l West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y 10036 • (212) 354-1510 
~ 33 



Members: 
EDWARD ALBEE 
Playwright 
ROGER BALDWIN 
Founder, American Civil liberties Union 
CLIVE BARNES 
Drama and dance critic 

ALEXANDER GINZBURG DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

P.O. Box 3343 

~:~:~c~~ti~ARNES ~~\o 
SAUL BELLOW ' 
Author. Nobel prize winner ( 
ROBERT BERNSTEIN 
President , Random House Publishers 

Grand Central Station 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
USA 
Tel: (212) 826-6477 

SOL CHAIKIN J 
Vice President , AFL·CIO 
RAMSEY CLARK 
Former Anorney General of the United States 
SISTER DOROTHY DONNELLY 
Past President. American Coalition of Nuns 
CONGRESSMAN MILLICENT FENWICK 
CONGRESSMAN JAMES J. FLORIO 
SENIOR RABBI JOSHUA HABERMAN 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
MICHAEL HARRINGTON 
Author 
FATHER THEODORE HESBURGH 
President. Notre Dame University 
TOWNSEND HOOPES 
President, American Publishers · Association 
IRVING HOWE 
Author 
RICHARD HOWARD 
President, American Pen Club 
SENA TOR HENRY M. JACKSON 
CONGRESSMAN JAMES M. JEFFORDS 
WINTHROP KNOWLTON 
President, Harper and Row Publishing House 
MAYOR EDWARD KOCH 
ROBERT KOTLOWITZ 
Vice President , WNET , Channel 13 
JILL KREMENTZ 
Photographer 
SENA TOR PATRICK J. LEAHY 
ROBERT MASSIE 
Author 
ARTHUR MILLER 
Playwright 
SENATOR PATRICK MOYNIHAN 
EMANUEL MURAVCHIK 
Executive Director, Jewish Labor Committee 
LOUISE NEBELSON 
Sculptress 
HAROLD PRINCE 
Theatre director & producer 
REV . DAVID A. REDOING 
Author 
BAYARD RUSTIN 
President , A. Randolph Institute 
HARRISON SALISBURY 
Author 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
President . Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
ALBERT SHANKER 
President, American Federation of Teachers 
JEROME J. SHESTACK 
President , International League 
for Human Rights 
PAUL H. SHERRY 
Publisher . Pilgrim Press 
CONGRESSMAN PAUL SIMON 
ALEXANDER SOLZHENITSYN 
Author . Nobel prize winner 
NATALIA SOLZHENITSYN 
President , Russian Social Fund 
HOWARD E. SPRAGG 
Executive Vice President. United Church Board 
ROGER W. STRAUS JR. 
President , Farrar Straus & Giroux 
Publishing House 
ROSE STYRON 
Journalist 
WILLIAM STYRON 
Author 
RABBI MARC H. TANNENBAUM 
Director, American Jewish Committee , 
National lnterreligious Affairs 
TELFORD TAYLOR 
Harvard Law School 
KURT VONNEGUT 
Author 
EDWARD BENNETT WILLIAMS 
Attorney 
SIMON WIESENTHAL 
Chairman . Jewish Documentation Center 

LUDMILLA THORNE 
Executive Secretary 

March 15, 1978 

Dear Member of the Committee: 

I am writing first to thank you for joining 

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee. A comparable 

committee has just been established in England, and 

we hope soon to co-ordinate our efforts. 

Secondly, I am writing to tell you that we plan 

to run a half page ad in The Washington Post on Tues-

day, March 21, 1978. The text of the ad is enclosed. 

If you do not wish to have your name appear at 

the bottom of this ad as a member of the Committee, I 

would be grateful if you would please call me as soon 

as you can at (202) 331-5036. If you have objections, 

I must hear from you by Saturday, March 18, 1978. ------I do apologize for the rush. 

Thank you again 

tant effort. 

--u 

for your support in this irnpor-

Best wishes, 

Williams & Connolly 
1000 Hill Building 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

r 



Text of Half Page Ad 
The Washington Post 
Tuesday, March 21, 1978 

Mercy is about to be put on trial. 

Alexander Ginzburg is a child of today's Gulag Archipelago. 

He has already served seven years in Soviet forced labor 
camps, and now, the threat of another, even lengthier sen
tence looms over him. On February 3, 1977, he was arrested 
for the third time. Since then, he has been held incommuni
cado in Kaluga Prison. 

Why was Alexander Ginzburg arrested? 

because he acted as administrator for the Russian Social 
Fund, founded by Alexander Solzhenitsyn to help political 
prisoners confined for their beliefs in Soviet camps, 
jails and psychiatric hospitals and to aid their suffering 
families; 

because, as a member of the Moscow Helsinki Watch Group, 
he denounced the Soviet government's non-compliance with 
the Helsinki Accords. 

"The case of Alexander Ginzburg may prove to the world that 
Stalinism is not dead in the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
authorities are engaged in a massive campaign to invent, 
fabricate and manufacture evidence against Alexander Ginzburg." 

Statement of Ginzburg's Attorney at the 
International Sakharov Hearings in Rome 

If Alexander Ginzburg is brought to trial, it will mean that 

it is a crime in the Soviet Union to dispense mercy; 

it is a crime in the Soviet Union to say the truth 
about violations of law and international agreements. 

Our attention remains focused on Alexander Ginzburg's case. 
That is why we have formed the Alexander Ginzburg Defense 
Committee. (Affiliations are for identification purposes only) 

Members of the Committee 

Help free Alexander Ginzburg. For more information, please 
write or call: 

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee 
P.O. Box 3343 
Grand Central Station 
New York, New York 10017 

(212) 826-6477 
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' l Rabbi Al exander~ - Schi ndler 

Uni on of A--erican Hebrew Congr egati ons 
838 1: ift:!.1 Avenue 
Jew Yor.~, ."J . Y. 1 00 21 . 

Dear Rabbi chindl er, 

i':~ar ch 13 , 1978 

I wi sh to tha~ you ver ~ much f or j oining us i n 
the Comr:: i ttee on beha_f of Al exander Ginzburg , an outst andi ng 
human being whose acts of r:-1ercy have l ed t o his thi _ d ar res t , 
over a year ago , and who has been in jail ever since . 

~r i or to hi s conf i enemen t he vas a member of t he Kos cow 
Helsink i ' tch Group and he was t he executor of t he Russian 
Social Fund whi ch has been provi ding aid to Soviet prisoners of 
cons ci ence and t heir sufferi ng fa . i ies . It was t hrough Al exander 
Ginzburg tha t help was dispense d to hun dreds of needy childr en , 
wives ~nd mothers . 

·e has al ready serve d seven years in concentrat ion ca r s 
and those year s have left their mar k on his he alth . We fe ar t hat 
AlGxander Gin!lbur g will not survive another term of i m _.r is onment . 
''!e also fe 1 ver y s t rongl y that it is i m .ort ant to affirm that the 

· r i ght t o exerci se □ ercy is a basi c human r i h t w.i ch shoul d be 
defended ever yvv·here . 

';ie are enclos ing some document a tion recently received 
fro m the Sovie t Uni on concerning i nzburg ' s appalling case . ":Ve 
do ho pe that you wil_ f i nd the ti .e to read this eviden ce and 
t hat you will be able t o remi nd r;ublic o_inion of vhat is bap:pening 
to hi m. Thi s will men r e al hel p not only fo r Gi rizbur 0 hims elf , 
but fo r all the thous ands of prisoners ' suffering f amilies Nh o 
nee d our Fund ' s a i d . 

I thank you once again fo r joining s in our efforts . 

Very s incerely 

~~~ 
Nat alia Sol zheni tsyn 

r es ident , Russi an oci al 
• Fune f or Persecuted er sons 

and Their Fa.,,·ilies . 
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ALEXANDER I. GI~ZBURG • 
.... ·. i~p~isoned by KGB _;_-_: 

"' 1 - .... , _ • -:.<- _ .... _ _,, 4.-. ,::~ 
---; -.··'!:...- ~'Z:i:!:. - --,. _._ .. -- .:x.. 
~ --'l"2 !. .5..--.;-;,.,,; ••• 

ED,VARD BEI\"NETT WILLIAl\1& 
~.=-c. ':: re fained by Solzl1eiiitsyn =--

.rt.o.. ~TL =-

Williani's ioJJeteiid 
• ..,,. ~;. - !'" • .. 

)$_Side~t G_iii~bJLrg!·::· 
. ~ -

By_Robert G. Kaiser trial,"_ he said. But he safd the • 
wa;hin11:ton Post s taff Writer , human rights _claus_es. of. the Eur-

Al exaiider I. '·Solzh~nitsyn has opean se~urity a~-._eement signed 
retained · Edward . Bennett Wil- in Helsinki in 1975 might'"'provide 
Iiams, the Washington trial lawyer, some basis for_Jegal action. Wil· f 
to. hell? d~fe_nd __ a ~ ~ecent~y ~ i_m- l_iams said he would apply_ for -a· i 
prisonea ct1ss1dent ,1li _ the .Sov.iet ··isa_ t9 '"go to the Soviet Union anq 
Union, WllliaJJ:!~-and Sblzbenitsyn· see his . n~w client "at t11e ·-appro- , . 

• !evealed ~esterda . . , ; .. ' .-. ~-~ • p_ri.~e .t!m~!'. . :. ·J..: .~ •. .' - • : '! - • 
- The man· Williams will try to The .. Carter administration's 
assist. is Alexandei:.. 1. - Ginzburg, • willingness to speak out on buma.o 
40, whofn the -KGB arrested on rigbtsissues apparently influenced . -
Feb. 4. Ginzburg is a close frientl Solzhenitsyn's decision to hire 
of Solzhenitsyn ·and his· wife., "\\ illiams to defend Ginzburg. Wil·1 -
Natalia. · · ,- . lia!Ds said SolzP,enitSY,D "b~lieves • 

l Shortly betife~ hls ;rrest Ginz- the President" when Carter speaks 
burg .announced publicly· that he out for human rights "across the 
had distributed more than $360,000 world an<! behind . the Iron cur: 
contributed by Solzhenitsyn ' to tain." ' 
the families _of political prisoners As . part of the' new posture on · th us s R • • human : rights ··questions, the Car-in e . . . . ., . . • ·wmiams said yesierda'.y be did ter administration has already 
not know what be wbuld be able spoken out on Ginzburg's behalf. to do ·on Ginzburg's behalf .. "It's Three ~ days after his arrest • the 

. a brand' new idea,~ he s~d, dr State Department expressed 'pro-
~ · scribing the prospect of an Amer- found . concern" • for him. A. de-

'.jcan ' lawyer · representing a . Soviet paitment•' _:;;pokesma·n said Ginz! 
I dissidenfin a Soviet criminai case. butit"seems to havce oeen singled 

• - y • ."It's yerfect}y c1ea.cr Jba~ ~ey : ~u:nt.~~l : ~iJ>e.c~ll.!- 1f.'.'1:s~ __ t'rea.t 
'[the _S~viet a~t~oriti~s} ·are_ not ~ - , _ . , , 
going to ' let me _part1c1pate m a • . -See GINZBURG, A6, CoL 1,_ 

• -.. ~ '~.!..... - '.-.W -~- ··-----~ ·~ ., :..-.~ ~ .. 
'-t- .t, · 
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Willia111s etanied o Defe11d 

• ov1et 
Gl~ZBURG, From Al 

Williams spent 1.he day Satur
day with Solzhenitsyn in Caven
dish. Vt., where the 'obel Prize
winning author now lives. Solzhen
its~·n told him he feared Ginzburg 
could not survh·e if be is impris-
oned again. . 

Ginzburg has twice served pri
son sentences in the past, and 
suffers from ulcers. He had pneu .. 
monia at the time of his arrest 

• in a phone booth outside his 
apartment near Moscow, according 
to friends there. 

Reports from Moscow over the 
weekend quoted dissident sources 
as saying Ginz.burg is being charg
ed under. Articl e 70 of the penal 
code which covers "anti-Soviet" 
behavior. He was previously con
victed under this _article, so he 

could now be liable to a sentence 
or 10 years. • • 

In 1961 Williams represented a 
So\;et employee of the United 
Nations who was arrested in New 
York on charges of espionage. In 
that case Williams was retained 
by the Soviet govrenment . His 
client was eventually allowed to 
leave the country without being 
tried. • 

-Ginzburg has been beld incom
municado at a prison in Kaluga 

• outside l\foscow since h.is arrest. 
The KGB often takes many months 
to , prepare a case • against sucb · 
political prisoners before bringing , 
them to trial. 

·v,;miams said yesterday he had 
not discussed the question of a 
fee for his work with Solzhenitsyn, 
and he declined to say whether he 

• would ask to be paid. 

Text of·SolZhenitsyn Note 
~ Following i s the text of a letter 

. from Alexander So1.zhenitsyn to Ed
ward Bennett Willian-is, asking Wi/ .• 
Hams t o represent Alexander I. 
Gi nzburg, the Soviet dissident. Sol
zhehitsyn re leased the letter to The 
Washington . Post yesterday. 

Dear Dr. Williams, 
• • .-I _hereby request you t o assume 
, .. the legal defense . of Alexander 
: Il\ch Ginzburg, born in 1936, in 

.. the USSR. .-
Since 1974 Alexander Ginzburg 

has been the main representative 
of-the Russian Social Fund, estab
lished by myself and ratiffed by 

the Swiss state authorities. In 
such capacity he helped many 
hundr eds of prisoners in labor 
camps and in jail as well as their 
tormented families. 

Due to strenuous opposition on 
the part of the Soviet authorities, 

' this was .an extremely difficult 
task exacting the highest moral 
quality to be able- to perform it. 
.(l..lexander Ginzburg was able to 

. po so yrecisely thanks to his. ex-
ceptional moral fiber. . , 
.• .In 1976 Ginzburg also took part 
1n the activity of the Moscow· 
group monit.oring the observance 
of the Helsinki agreement by the 
Soviet authorities. ~ 

In 1977 Ginzburg ·was arrested. 
As the Soviet authorities can

not afford to try Ginzburg openly 
. for his charitable work, they will 
resort to false charges. This sup
position is based not only on my 
thorough acquaintance with the 
Soviet investigational and judicial 
system, but also and mainly on 
the authorities' behavior. At the 
search ·which took place in Janu
ary, KGB officials planted foreign 
currency in Ginzburg's flat I de
-clare responsibly that Ginzburg 
had no dealings whatsoever with 

• foreign currency. Further, the 
Soviet press published statements 
against Ginzburg charging him 
with absurd criminal offenses. 
Soviet reality shows that no mat
ter how absurd, accusations prof
fered by the press invariably find 
the.ir way into court. 

I believe that legal counselin·g 
in Ginzburg's case will open up a 
new world even to a lawyer with 
your vast experience and world 
prestige . 

If you agree · to undertake this . 
case, I take it upon me to inform -
you in detail and on the spot of 
all and any developrne.nts con
nected with Ginzburg's s ituation.' 

I (s) Alexander Solzhenitsyn 



STATEMENT OF EDWP.RD BENNETT WILLIAMS 
ON BEHALF OF ALEXANDR GINZBURG 

BEFORE THE COMMISSION ON 
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

June 3, 1977 

MR. CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION: 

Thank you for the invitation to testify before you 

today . 

I represent Mr. Alexandr Il'ich Ginzburg, a talented 

and courageous young Russian whom I-have never had the honor 

of meeting . 

Exactly four months ago today, on the night of February 3, 

1977, Alexandr Ginzburg was arrested by the Soviet authorities. 

He left his apartment in Moscow to make a telephone call because 

his own phone had been disconnected. He left his apartment and 

never came back. 

The fact of Mr. Ginzburg's arrest has now become well 

known. The manner in which it occurred has not -- and it offers 

an unsettling insight into the workings of the Soviet criminal 

justice system. 

Mr. Ginzburg was arrested at the entrance to his apart

ment building. He was not permitted to return to his apartment 
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to tell his wife and two children that he was being taken away, 

and no one from the KGB thought it necessary to inform Mrs . 

Ginzburg. When her husband did not return from his errand, 

Mrs. Ginzburg rushed from her apartment to search for him, 

leaving her two small children alone. She found some friends 

to help her and spent the entire winter evening going from one 

office of the police to another in an attempt to find out what 

had happened to her husband. She was unable to learn anything. 

Finally, at the KGB office late that night, she was told that 

her husband had been detained by order of the KGB. The following 

day, Mrs. Ginzburg learned that her husband had been taken to 

Kaluga Prison, some two hundred kilometers away from Moscow . 

Since his arrest four months ago, Mr. Ginzburg has not 

been permitted to see, talk with or in any way communicate with 

his wife, his family, his friends. 

Mr. Ginzburg has had no contact with anyone outside of 

the walls of Kaluga Prison. 

Mr. Ginzburg has not been permitted access to an attorney. 

Mr .·Ginzburg has been charged with no offense. 

But we do know why Alexandr Ginzburg was arrested. 

Mr. Ginzburg is a prominent member of a large and growing 

group of Soviet citizens who have, during the past fifteen years, 

protested the absence of human freedom in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Ginzburg is forty years old. He has spent seven of those 

years in Russian prisons. 

I . 
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In the West, Alexandr Ginzburg is most famous for his 

reports of the trial of the Russian dissidents, Sinyavsky and 

Daniel. While that report, the White Book, was being published 

and circulated in the West, Ginzburg sent copies to deputies 

of the Supreme Soviet. For these activities, Ginzburg was arrested 

on J a nuary 23, 1967 and charged with violating Article 70 of the 

Soviet Criminal Code. 

Article 70 is that portion of the Soviet Criminal Code 

which makes it a crime to circulate "slanderous fabrications 

which defame the Soviet state and social system for the purpose 

of subverting or weakening the Soviet regime." Article 70 also 

makes it a crime to prepare or keep for the same purpose "literature 

of such content." 

At the conclusion of his trial before the Moscow City 

Court in 1968, Mr. Ginzburg stated: "I know you will convict 

me, because no one indicted under Article 70 has ever been 

acquitted. My conscience is clear as I go to serve my sentence. 

You can send me to prison or to a labor camp, but I am convinced 

that no honest person will condemn me ." 

Mr. Ginzburg was sentenced to five years "deprivation 

of freedom." One of his co-defendants, Yuri Galonskov, was 

sentenced to seven years and died in a labor camp in 1972. 

Ginzburg's Soviet lawyer, Mr. Boris Zolotukhin, instead 

of pleading suppliantly for mercy did the unprecedented thing 

of asking for his client's acquittal. 

and expelled from the Party. 

For that he was disbarred 

_ft 
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Ginzburg's trial provoked a tremendous flood of protests 

from Soviet intellectuals. His notoriety within the Soviet 

Union, his close association with Andrei Sakharov and Alexandr 

Solzhenitsyn, his history of activities on behalf of human 

rights in the Soviet Union and his resolute unwillingness to 

give up those activities in the face of repeated arrest and 

harassment -- these are some of the reasons behind Mr. Ginzburg's 

most recent arrest. 

Another, more specific reason for Mr. Ginzburg's arrest 

is his association with the Russian Social Fund, a charitable 

organization established by Alexandr Solzhmitsyn three years ago 

to help political prisoners and their families inside the Soviet 

Union. Mr. Ginzburg is the representative of the Fund, and 

during the past three years over 900 families of political 

prisoners have received help and support from this charitable 

organization. 

An additional reason for Mr. Ginzburg's recent arrest 

is his participation as a founding member of the Public Group 

to Promote the Observance of the Helsinki Agreements in the 

USSR -- better known as the Helsinki Watch Group. 

This organization was formed on May 12, 1976 for the 

purpose of promoting Soviet observance of the humanitarian pro

visions contained in the Helsinki Accords. Mr. Ginzburg was 

instrumental in preparing a series of documents -- many of 

which have been published by this Commission -- detailing the 

oppression of political dissidents within the Soviet un:fon. 
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'IWQ days after the KGB arrested Alexandr Ginzburg in 

Moscow, two members of the Ukrainian branch of· the Helsinki 

Watch Group, Mikola Rudenko and Oleska Tykhy, were also arrested. 

One week later, the founder and leader of the group, Dr. Yuri 

Orlov, was also arrested. And in March, Anatoly Shcharansky, 

the representative of the Jewish "refuseniks" -- those indi

viduals who have applied for permission to emigrate to Israel 

and been denied -- was also arrested. Most recently, in April, 

two members of the newly formed Georgian branch of the Helsinki 

Watch Group, Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava, were also 

arrested by the KGB. 

This sequence of events leads me to conclude that 

Mr. Ginzburg's activities with the Helsinki Watch Group are 

what triggered Mr. Ginzburg's arrest in February. 

My involvement in the case· of Alexandr Ginzburg began 

on February 26, 1977, when, after receiving a letter from 

Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, I met with him and his wife in their 

home in Cqvendish, Vermont. The Solzhenitsyns are close friends 

of the Ginzburgs, and they requested me "to assume the legal 

defense" of Mr. Ginzburg. 

( 

Soon after my initial meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Solshenitsyn, 

I received a telephone call from Irina Zholkovskaya, Mr. Ginzburg's 

wife . During that conversation, Mrs. Ginzburg repeated the 

request that I represent Mr. Ginzburg in his criminal case. I 

ft 



agreed to do so. Since our telephone conversation, I have 

received a letter from Mrs. Ginzburg formalizing her request . 

. On April 13, 1977, I wrote the Honorable Anatoly F. 

Dobrynin, Ambassador to the United States from the Soviet Union, 

requesting a visa to mee t with Mrs. Ginzburg, to meet with 

Mr. Ginzburg if possible, and to consult with "those persons 

who would have the information necessary for me to provide 

legal advice and counsel to Mr. Ginzburg." 

I had reason, I thought, to believe that my request 

might be viewed with greater favor than other, similar requests. 

In 1960 and 1961, at the request of the Soviet Embassy, I repre

sented Igor Y. Melekh, a Soviet citizen accused of violating 

the espionage laws of the United States. And several years 

later, I represented Igor A. Ivanov, again at the request of 

the Soviet Embassy. In connection with my representation of 

Mr. Ivanov, two of my law partners obtained visas to and did 

visit the Soviet Union to gather information vital to Mr. Ivanov's 

defense. 

I thought, perhaps naively, that the procedural fairness 

shown to Soviet citizens accused of spying in this country --

and incidentally, the vigorous defense that we were able to 

mount on their behalf might be reciprocated in some small 

way, if only by granting me permission to travel to the Soviet 

Union to confer with the wife of my client. 

fi. 
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I learned to the contrary. My request for a visa 
was denied. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not my custom to hold press conferences 
or to make statements to Congressional commissions such as this . 
one or to appeal to public opinion on behalf of individuals I 
represent. It has been my belief that justice is best served 
through the orderly and measured processes of the courts. It 
has been my belief that the courtroom and not the courthous.e 
steps is where the appeals to fairness are most effectively and 
properly heard. It has been my belief that the facts set forth 
before an impartial judge and a jury -- honestly and even-handedly 
-- are the best guides to truth. It has been my belief that an 
open and public trial where the accused may confront his accusers 
is the surest path toward justice. 

But in the defense of Alexandr Ginzburg, it appears that 
I will have no courtroom, no judge, no jury, no opportunity to 
confront my client's accusers, no chance even to present my client's 
defense. It.appears that the only courtroom I will have in which 
to present the defense of Alexandr Ginzburg is the courtroom of 
world opinion. 

I 
T 

On August 1, 1975, along with thirty-four other participating States, the Soviet Union signed the Final Act of the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe. Article VII of that Act 
pledges that: 

fl 
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The participating States will respect human 
rights and fundamental freedoms including 
the freedom of thought, conscience, religion 
or belief, for all, without distinction a3 to 
race, sex, language or religion. 

They will promote and encourage the effective 
exercise of civil, political, economic, social, 
cultural and other rights and freedoms all of 
which derive from the inherent dignity of the 
human person and are essential for his free and 
full development. 

\ 
[They] will act in conformity 

with the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

On August 1, 1975, General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev 
solemnly signed his name to this document on behalf of the 
peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. On February 3, 
1977, when the KGB arrested Alexandr Ginzburg and spirited him 
away into the night, that solemn pledge was broken. 

In Helsinki, the Soviet Union, along with thirty-four other 
participating States, made it their aim "to facilitate freer move
ment and contacts, individually and collectively, whether privately 
or officially, among persons, institutions and organizations of 
the participating States, and to contribute to the solution of the 
humanitarian problems that arise in that connection .. -~ 

I 
T 
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This week, when I was finally told that I could not 

travel to the Soviet Union to consult with the wife of my 

client, a second solemn pledge by the Soviet Union was broken. 

On August 1, 1975, the Soviet Union re-asserted its 

commitment to the principles and purposes of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article Nine of that Declaration states: "No one shall 

be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile." 

Article Ten states: "Everyone is entitled in full equality 

to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 

tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations 

and of any criminal charge against him." 

Article Eleven states: "Everyone charged with a penal 

offense has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 

according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the 

guarantees necessary for his defense." 

Article Twelve of that Declaration states: "No one shall 

be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, 

home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputa

tion. Everyone has the right .to the protection of the law against 

such interference or attacks." 

And Article Nineteen states: "Everyone has the right to 

freedom of opinion and expressionf this right includes the freedom 

to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 

I 
T 
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impart information and ideas through any media regardless of 

frontiers." 

I must add that Article 127 of the Constitution of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics states that "Citizens of 

the U.S.S.R. are guaranteed inviolability of the person. No 

person may be placed under arrest except by decision of a court 

or with the sanction of a procurator." 

Mr. Chairman, I submit that when the KGB arrested 

Mr. Alexandr Ginzburg on the night of February 3, 1977, the 

Soviet Union tore up the Helsinki Agreement, the Charter to 

the United Nations, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

And before the world, the Soviet Union turned its back on its 

own Constitution. 

Before I conclud~, I must report that my deepest fears 

are for the life of Mr. Ginzburg. The many years that Alexandr 

Ginzburg has spent in prisons and labor camps have left deep 

scars on his health. He suffers from an extremely severe 

stomach ulcer. A short time before his arrest (three days), 

he was released from a hospital where he had just spent twenty 

days. He had been admitted for treatment of a case of bronchitis 

but it later developed into a serious case of pneumonia. During 

his treatment, the doctors also discovered tuberculosis. Mr. 

Ginzburg was released from the hospital on the condition that his 

treatment would continue in a special hosptial for TB patients. 

-P 



-11-

At the time of his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg was still a 
very sick man suffering from an extremely high temperature. 
Since his arrest, Mrs. Ginzburg has been unsuccessful in her 
attempts to get nourishing food to her husband. We do not 
know what kind of medical treatment he is receiving, if any. 

From the statements of Vladimir Bukovsky, who was 
recently released by the Soviet Union in an exchange, we know 
that conditions in the Soviet prisons and prison camps are 
extremely unhealthy at best, inhuman at worst. 

In the case of Alexandr Ginzburg, we are talking not 
only of his human rights, we are also talking about human life. 

Alexandr Ginzburg would be the last person to give up the 
struggle. On April 21, 1974, he issued a statement about his 
efforts to help the families of political prisoners in the Soviet 
Union, anticipating the problems that lay ahead. He said: 

It is easy to foresee that new obstacles will 
arise along the way. This always happens in 
our country when the public hears not the 
glorification of the authorities but bitter 
testimony as to the results of their power. 
But I share Solzhenitsyn's conviction that the 
right of might must inevitably yield to the might 
of right. 

And of goodness. 
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STATEMENT OF GREGORY B. CRAIG 
ON BEHALF OF ALEXANDER GINZBURG 

• •• BEFORE -THE- INTERNATIONAL SAKHAROV HEARING 

ROME, ITALY 
NOVEMBER 28, 1977 

MR. CHAIR!-1AN, MEMBERS OF THE PANEL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

I am here today to present the case of Alexander 

Ginzburg. I am here today to tell the story of a courageous 

young Russian who, because of the quiet strength of his leader

ship and the power of his purpose, has been arrested and now 

sits, cut off from his family and friends, alone and in broken 

health, behind the walls of a Russian prison. 

Alexander Ginzburg is well known to the world as one 

of ·the founders of the Helsinki Watch Group and the original 

caretaker of the Russian Social Fund, a humane and charitable 

organization established to aid the families of those thousands 

of men and women who today -suffer for their beliefs in Russian 

jails. 

Ten months ago, on the night of February 3, 1977, 

Alexander Ginzburg was arrested by the Soviet authorities. 

Since his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg has not been permitted to see, 
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to talk w~th, or to communicate in any way with his wife, his 

two young children, his mother, or his friends. Mr. Ginzburg 

has had no contact with anyone outside the walls of his prison. 

He has not been permitted access to an attorney. He has not 

been charged publicly with any offense. An attempt has been 

made to make it appear as if Alexander Ginzburg had vanished 

from the face of the Earth. 

The fact of Mr. Ginzburg's arrest and detention is 

well known to the world. The manner in which it occurred is 

, , not - ~~ and -it .of£ers an ~unset~ling insight into the ~workings .. 

of the Soviet criminal justice system. 

On the night of February 3, 1977, Mr. Ginzburg left 

. " ,., , "" ..• r- his apa-rtmen:n, ,in. Moscow to. make"' a telephone call be~ause , :his ,. 

own phone had been disconnected. He left his apartment and 

never came back. He was arrested at the entrance to his 

., . 

...-,rn, '""" , • • ·rmi-lding, ◄ and•, a,l th0ugh his wife Irina Zholkovskay:a • a.n<ft ,.,his ~ "" ... 

two small children awaited his return in the apartment above, 

he was not permitted to tell them that he was being taken 

H .,. = X' •• r awayr~= No· one Ilc'Om ·the• KGB ·• had • the common decency .,, tG«infcn.•m.r .... - -r 

_ . r l. J ~,. 

Mrs. Girizburg that her husband had been arrested. 

When her husband did not return from his errand, Mrs. 

Ginzburg rushed'· from her apartme-nt to search for him, ,._ leaving · •• 

her two small children alone. She found some friends to help 
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her and sp~nt the entire winte~ evening going from one office 

of the police to another in an attempt to find out what had 

happened to her husband. And, since his health was so poor, 

she checked with hospitals and clinics. She was unable to 

learn anything. Finally, at the office of the KGB in the 

early hours of the next morning, Mrs. Ginzburg was told that 

her husband had .. been detained. The following day., Mrs. 

Ginzburg learned that her husband had been taken to Kaluga 

Prison, some two hundred kilometers away from Moscow. 

_,,.c:: =-... uu .... """'""w Ul!cx1...Ailtheu~h we - do ,- not know whab J offense Alexander 

Ginzburg is alleged to have committed, we do know why he 

was arrested. 

"·' '- ·· ""· ., ,., , "', · ,,, Mr .. ,. Gd.nzhm<lig-, w.as a ,,biJ:i:i:.llant student who gave up his ,. ... , 

work to embrace the cause of freedom in the Soviet Union. 

He is a writer, a poet, and a masterful journalist. He first 

=.., =-- ,,.. ... ga-ined"'£arne=in • th.e • Wes-t for h,ics , comprehensive rep-0,rb-, G<f the= n n 

trial of the Russian dissidents, Sinyavsky and Daniel. Before 

that report was published and circulated in the West, Ginzburg 

sent copies - to · deputies of the Supreme Soviet. F-0r- the-se · .. -~ .... ... -

activities, Ginzburg was arrested on January 23, 1967 and 

charged with violating Article 70 of the Soviet Criminal Code. 

- _, • • - " -- -.<C .,_ -- - • - • ; At the conc·lus'ion ·of his'-' trial before the Moscow City'- -

Court in 1968, Mr. Ginzburg stated: "I know you will convict 

me, because no one indicted under Article 70 has ever been 

ii 
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acqu~tt~~- My conscience is clear as I go to serve my 

sentence. You can send me to prison or to a labor camp, 

but I am convinced that no honest person will condemn me." 

Ginzburg also delivered an impassioned plea for his co

defendant, Yuri Galonskov, who was in very poor health. 

Mr. Ginzburg was sentenced to five years "depriva

tion of freedom." His co~defendant, Mr. Galonskov, was 

sentenced to seven years and died in a labor camp in 1972. 

Mr. Ginzburg's Soviet lawyer, Mr. Boris Zolothukin, 

instead of confessing guilt and begging for mercy, did the 

unprecedented thing of making an eloquent presentation to 

the Court asking for his client's acquittal. For that he 

was disbarred and expelled from the Party. 

Ginzburg's trial in 1968 provoked a tremendous flood 

of protests from Soviet intellectuals. His fame within Soviet 

society, his close association with Andrei Sakharov · and · 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, his history of activities on behalf 

of human rights in the Soviet Union, and his resolute unwill

ingness to give up those activities in the face of repeated 

arrest and harassment -- these are some of the reasons behind 

Mr. Ginzburg's most recent arrest. 
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Another, more specific reason for Mr. Ginzburg's 

• arrest is his ··association -with the Russian Social -Fund , 

established by Alex ander Solzhenitsyn three years ago to 

help political prisoners and their families inside the Soviet 

Union. Mr. Ginzburg was the first representative of the Fund, 

and during the past three years, hundreds of families of poli-

tical prisoners -- now close to a thousand we believe have 

received help and comfort from Mr. Ginzburg and his charitable 

organization. 

In the course of our efforts on Mr. Ginzburg's behalf, 

we have received letters from some of the people whom Alexander 

Ginzburg has helped. These people cannot be here to testify 

personally, so I would like to submit their letters into 

evidence and read, briefly, one or two excerpts. One woman 

wrote: 

I am the wife of a political prisoner. 
Alexander Ginzburg helped me; he always 
helped me, even before the Fund was 
created. I found support and compas
sion in his people. Many people looked 
to Alexander Ginzburg for help and always 
received it, together with human atten-

-tion and care. He carried a huge burden 
and we· realize this with particular clarity 
now that he has been taken away from us. 

Another women has written: 
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The -help I received from Ginzburg 
was indispensable to keep my family 
alive. Such help was particularly 
valuable at the time of my children's 
long sickness. During that period, 
I had no income and no means to sur-

-- -vive. . . The Fund's help also 
enabled me to travel to the camp 
where my husband was being held for 
a meeting with him. Aside from 
the material help, there was Ginzburg's 
moving attention to our needs and worries. 
His personal -kindness and gentleness were 
most valuable to me in my difficult situa
tion. 

The letters are unanimous: Nothing was ever demanded in 

-rettirn~ ·Each I~tt~r - ehat ◄~e r~ceived indicates that aid and 

support were provided without conditions, and every person 

who wrote to us has stated his or her willingess to testify 

on behalf of Alexander Ginzburg. 

If it is a crime in the Soviet Union to care for 

those who suffer, Alexander Ginzburg is guilty. 

If it is a - crifue ~in tfie Soviet Union to bring food 

to the hungry, medicine to the sick, and help to the needy, 

Alexander Ginzburg is guilty. 

If it is a crime in the - soviet Union to inspire hope 

in the hearts of those who have lost hope, Alexander Ginzburg 

is guilty. 

As Mr. Solzhenitsyn wrote Mrs Khodorovich and Malva 

Landa after Mr. Ginzburg's arrest: 

r • -
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"For a Soviet citizen, even charity 
has become an act of courage leading 
to something unknown and terrifying." 

An additional reason for Mr. Ginzburg's arrest is 

his participation as a founding member of the Public Group 

to Promote the Observance of the Helsinki Agreements in the 

USSR -- better known as the Helsinki Watch Group. 

This organization was formed on May 12, 1976 for the 

purpose of promoting Soviet observance of the humanitarian 

provisions contained in the Helsinki Accords. Mr. Ginzburg 

was instrumental in preparing a series of accurate and com

plete . reports 9etailing the oppression of political dissidents 

within the Soviet Union. 

Two days after the KGB arrested Alexander Ginzburg, 

t.wo members -of the . Ukranian .branch of the Helsinki Wa,t~,h ,._ 7 " 

Group, Mikola Rudenko and Oleska Tykhy, were also arrested. 

One week later, the founder and leader of the group, Dr. Yuri 

.. Orlov, . was also arresiled. And in March, Anatoly Scharansky., .,, 

was also arrested. Then, in April, two members of the newly 

formed Georgian branch of the Helsinki Watch Group, Zviad 

•• , ,.. • • •Gamsakhurdia- and Merab K0sta:va, were also arrested by . the 

1 ) 

KGB. 

This sequence of events leads me to conclude that 

'·· Mr. Ginzburg' s acti vi ties" wi th·~ the Helsinki Watch ... Group a:r;e 

what triggered Mr. Ginzburg's arrest in February. 
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On April 13; 1977, Edward Bennett Williams who had 

- been- asked- by· Mrs. Giil~burg-to-represent her husb~nd~ ~rote 

Anatoly F. Dobrynin, Ambassador to the United States from 

the Soviet Union, requesting a visa to meet with Mrs. 

Ginzburg, c to me~t ' with Mr~ - Ginzburg if possible, and to 

consult with "those persons who would have the information 

necessary for [him] to provide legal advice and counsel to 

Mr. Ginzburg. 11 

We had reason to believe that Mr. Williams' request 

might be viewed with greater favor than might _otherwise be 

the case. In 1960 and 1961, at the request of the Soviet 

Embassy, Mr. Williams represented Mr. Igor Y. Melekh, a 

Soviet citizen accused of violating the espionage laws of 

the United States. And several years later, Mr. Williams 

represented Igor A. Ivanov, again at the request of the 

Soviet Embassy. In connection with our representation of 

Mr. Ivanov, two of the lawyers in our firm obtained visas 

to and did visit the Soviet Union to gather information 

vital to Mr. Ivanov's defense in the United States. 

We had thought, perhaps naively, that the procedural 

fairness shown to Soviet citizens accused of spying in the 

United States -- and, incidentally, the vigorous defense that 
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we were able to mount on their behalf -- might be recipro

~ated- in- seme small way, · i£ on~y by ~ranting permission: for--· 

us to travel to the Soviet Union to confer with the wife of 

Alexander Ginzburg. 

We learned to- the contrary. Although there is nothing 

in the Code of Penal Procedure of the Russian Soviet Federal 

Socialist Republic which prohibits the participation of foreign 

counsel in the ' representatibn of a criminal defendant, Mr. 

Williams' request for a vi~a was denied. 

We have just been told by Mrs. Ginzburg that, in 

October, she was summoned to appear before the KGB in an 

attempt to induce her to testify against her husband. She 

refused to do so, and she was told by her interrogators that 

she should look for a lawyer for her husband. She replied 

"My husband already has a lawyer." 

In light of the official notice given to Mrs. 

Ginzburg by officials with the KGB that she should obtain the 

services of a lawyer for her husband, we are making prepara

tions to renew our request for a visa to travel to the Soviet 

Union. 

It has been said that there has been progress in the 

Soviet ·union since the days of Stalin. Under Stalin, people 

... 
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were prosecuted, tried, convicted and punished often 

executed for things they never did. Today, it is said, 

there is at least some connection between what someone did, 

what he is accused of doing, and what he is ultimately 

punished for having done. 

I respectfully submit that the case of Alexander 

Ginzburg may prove to the world that Stalinism is not dead 

in the Soviet Union. Right now, as we meet here today, the 

Soviet authorities are engaged in a massive campaign to 

invent, fabricate, and manufacutre evidence against Alexander 

Ginzburg. Let me cite two examples. 

One month before Alexander Ginzburg was arrested, the 

Soviet authorities conducted an intense search of the 

Ginzburgs' apartment. I would like to submit into evidence 

Mrs. Ginzburg's description of the search, and a statement to 

the authorities signed by Mr. Ginzburg. 

At 8:45 a.m. on January 4, 1977, seven persons appeared 

at the Ginzburg's door. Mr. Ginzburg had left earlier that 

morning and did not arrive back at his apartment until approx

imately 9:15 a.m. 

During the first ten minutes of the search, the Chief 

. of the , search party, - a ~Mr .. =- B0-rovik, went into the '-'l.2athfOQilL L -...,. 
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to begin the search, insisting that Mrs. Ginzburg accompany 

him and stand next to him. He turned his back to Mrs. 

Ginzburg and to one of the witnesses who was also present 

in the bathroom. Borovik opened the door of the medicine 

cabinet and began looking at the objects inside, turning 

them over in his hand, one by one. Since he was standing 

with his back to the other people in the room, it was not 

possible to see exactly what he was doing. Suddenly he 

pulled out an envelope, from where no one could see. The 

envelope contained foreign currency, how much and from what 

nationality no one could tell. 

Although the search continued without interruption 

for another nineteen hours, Borovik's role was completed 

and he no longer took part. The authorities contend that 

$130 in U.S. currency and 1,400 German Marks were discovered 

in the Ginzburg apartment, and it is alleged that this money 

was found '1n a secret hiding place." 

In fact, in the gross and clumsy way I just described, 

this currency was planted by the authorities, but it will 

probably be used as the basis for some future prosecution. 

In addition, we have received reports from prisoners 

insid~- Russian jails and work camps indicating thq_t .the. 

authorities have summoned scores of other political prisoners 
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for questioning in connection with the Ginzburg investigation. 

In a letter I would like to submit as evidence to this Commis

sion, one man told us he was brought to Kaluga Prison for a 

period of three months and interrogated every day about 

Alexander Ginzburg's activities with the Social Fund, about 

his alleged contacts with "foreign institutions," about his 

"currency deals, speculation, corruption, forgery, crookedness, 

drinking, immoral behavior, and so on." This prisoner was 

told that he too would be accused and prosecuted unless he 

cooperated in the Ginzburg case. 

It is clear that the Soviet authorities are in the · 

process of preparing a show trial. As Alexander Ginzburg's 

·, - -mother wrote to us, after being questioned by the KGB: 

We are deprived of all rights, helpless 
against slander, lies and violence. 
KGB officials grin cynically while openly 
stating that death is what awaits my son 
and -his friends if they do not [publicly 
confess and recant.] 

It is,of course, impossible to present a legal defense 

for someone without knowing what crimes he has been charged 

with. I believe that it is important, however, for the world 

to know the character and personality of this man. For that 

reason, I would like to submit into evidence and read excerpts 
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from the statement of one of the individuals -o has known 

and worked with Alexander Ginzburg. 

Malv a La nda succeeded Alexander Ginz 

r e pres e n t a tive of the Social Fund a nd was r e 

e x i le t h ou sands of mile s away f r om Moscow to 

Landa wrote to us: 

gas the 

tly s ent into 

iatic Russia. 

Alexander Ginzburg was always available 
to everybody: to those who came imply 
to see him and talk, and to those who 
needed help, support and advice. He 
was invariably patient, understaming, 
tolerant, kind, wise and extremel modest 
and self-effacing. He never to anybody 
what to do or how to do it. 

A flow of kindness and wisdom em.:mated 
from him. The only person for ~ he 
never -had any time was himself. o time 
and no energy to take care of food, 
clothing, even of health. This was his 
deliberate choice as a way of lie. It 
often happened that only late at ight 
would he have a free moment to a 
dish of. soup or a loaf of bread with 
milk. He was usually unable to_ to 
be before midnight, and he always got 
up around six o'clock in order to help 
his wife with the small children and 
the household chores. 

There was no common ideology to ·te 
people around him. He was surrounded by 
persons of various creeds and opinions. 
What mattered, the only determining cri
terion was one basic principle: refusal 
of violence, lies, hypocrisy and i ntole
rance; and defense of the freedca of 
conscience, of thought and word. People 
were unified by common respect fur human 
personality, and the desire to help those 
unjustly persecuted, arrested and jailed . 



- - ,. ·- - ,,... 

- I - -14-

- Any - human- being's destruction is a cala
mity. But it is a catastrophe and a 
threat to all mankind when the best, 
kindest and noblest people are deliber
ately and silently destroyed. Alexander 
Ginzburg believes that what he has done 
will not be in vain, that the words he 
said and wrote will find an echo in many 
people's hearts and minds, and that these 
people will be willing to help and defend 
innocent victims of persecution. 

Alexander Ginzburg has again joined the ranks of the 

"innocent victims of persecution." At the age of forty, he 

has already spent eight years of his life in Soviet_ jails. 

His cause cries out to the world, and his case cannot be 

ignored. 

On Augupt 1, 1975, along with thirty-four 9~ ger 

participating States, the Soviet Union signed the Final Act 

of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe~ 

Article -VII of that Act pledges that: 

The participating States will respect 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
including the freedom of thought, con
science, religion or belief, for all 
without distinction as to race, sex 
language or religion. 

On August 1, 1975, General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev 

solemnly signed his name to this document on behalf of the 

peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. On 
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- -- February 3, 1977., .when the_ KGB arrested Alexander Ginzburg _ 

and spirited him away into the night, that solemn pledge was 

broken. 

In Helsinki, the Soviet Union, along with thirty-

four other participating states, made it their aim "to facili

tate freer movement and contacts, individually and collec

tively, whether privately or officially, among persons., 

institutions and organizations of the participating States, 

and to contribute to the solution of the humanitarian problems 

that arise in that connection. II 

When we were told that we could not travel to the 

Soviet Union to consult with the wife of Alexander Ginzburg, 

a second solemn pledge by the Soviet Union was broken. 

On August 1, 1975, the Soviet Union reasserted its 

commitment to the principles and purposes of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

Article Nine of that Declaration states: "No one shall 

be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile." 

Article Ten states: "Everyone is entitled in full 

equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 

impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and 

obligations and of any criminal charge against him." 
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Article Eleven states: "Everyone charged with a 

penal offense~has the right to be presumed innocent -until 

proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which 

he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defense." 

Article Twelve of that Declaration states: ·"No one 

shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, 

family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor 

and reputation. - Everyone -has the right to the protection 

of the law against such interference or attacks." 

And Article Nineteen states: "Everyone h~s the 

right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 

includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference 

and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through 

any media regardless of frontiers." 

I must add that Article 127 of the Constitution of 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics states that "Citizens 

of the U.S.S.R. are guaranteed inviolability of the person. 

No person may be placed under arrest except by decision of 

a court or with the sanction of a procurator." 

Article 97 of the Soviet Code of Criminal Procedure 

provides that confinement under guard during the investigation 

of a case may not exceed nine months, and only then "in 

exceptional instances" and in case of "special complexity" 

by order of the Procurator General. 
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Mr. Chairman, I submit that when the KGB arrested 

Mr. Alexander Ginzburg on the night of February 3, 1977, the 

Soviet Union tore up the Helsinki Agreement, the Charter to 

the United Nations, and the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. And before the world, the Soviet Union turned its 

back on its own Constitution, and by holding him in confine

ment and incommunicado for ten months, the Soviet Union has 

violated its own Code of Criminal Procedure. 

Before I conclude, I must report that my deepest 

fears are for the life of Mr. Ginzburg. The many years that 

Alexander Ginzburg has spent in prisons and labor camps have 

left deep scars on his health. He suffers from an extremely 

severe stomach ulcer. A short time before his arrest (three 

days), he was released from a hospital where he had just 

spent twenty days. He had been admitted for treatment of a 

case of bronchitis but it later developed into a serious case 

of pneumonia. During his treatment, the doctors also dis

covered tuberculosis. Mr. Ginzburg was released from the 

hospital on the condition that his treatment would continue 

in a special hospital for TB patients. 

At the time of his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg was still a 

very sick man suffering from an extremely high temperature. 

Since his arrest, Mrs. Ginzburg has been unsuccessful in her 
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attempts to get nourishing food to her husband. We do not 

know what kind of medical treatment he is receiving, if any. 

From the statements of Vladimir Burovsky, who was 

recently released by the Soviet Union in an exchange, we 

know that conditions in the Soviet prisons and prison camps 

are extremely unhealthy at best, inhuman at worst. 

In the case of Alexander Ginzburg, we are talking 

not only of his human rights, we are also talking about 

human life. 

Alexander Ginzburg would be the last person to give 

up the struggle. On April 21, 1974, he issued a statement 

about his efforts to help the families of political prisoners 

in the Soviet Union, antieipatin~ - the problems that lqy ah~ag. 

He said: 

It is easy to foresee that new obstacles will 

' arise alons, the way. This always happens in 

our country when the public hears not the 

glorification of the authorities but bitter 

• testimony as to the results of their power. 

But I share Solzhenitsyn's conviction that the 

right of might must inevitably yield to the 

might of right. 

And of goodness. 



STATEMENT BY MRS. ALEXANDER SOLZHENITSYN 

Eight years have been taken out of the life of Alexander Ginzburg by Soviet 

prisons and labor camps -- and today is the eighth anniversary of that year. 

~ I have known Alexander Ginzburg fo~ 14 years. We first met (n 1964, whe n he was 

28 years old and had already spent two years in labor camp . He was always well 

liked because of his open nature, his sensitivity to injustice and to other people's 

suffering and for his brLght spirit and sharp mind. Soon he wa s again arrested and . 

sentenced to five years of "strict regime" labor camp. Alexander Ginzburg is one of 

those rare human beings who deem their own suffering insignificant in comparison to 

the ocean of sorrow -0f others. While ·he was in camp the tragic plight of hund:t"eds 

of fellow-inmates and their wives and children became deeply impressed in his heart. 

I was on very friendly terms with his wife Irina and I well remember what he had 

written her from prison a short time before his release: "Understand and accept that 

I shall never forget those who remain here. I have to dedicate all my efforts to them." 

This meant that even after his release there would be no peace, no well-being. His 

faithful Irina accepted this. 

In 1972, when he had served his second term he came out a very sick man. At that 

ti~e he met Alexander Solzhenitsyn and elicited his deep respect for his unswerving 

loyalty t:o --'the' prisoners af the Gula·g Arehipelago and for the quiet courage of his 

readiness to accept new hardships and a new arrest. They beca~e friends. It was at 

that time that they conceived the idea of organizing systematic help for prisoners' 

families. 'SolzhenTtsyn offered the royalties from t:he publication of his works in the 

West, and it was then, in 1973 that such help began to ensue. 

After his expulsion from the Soviet Union in 1974, Solzhenitsyn created in Swit

zerland the Russian- Social Fund to which he donated ·,aU royalties from the publication 

of his book The Gulag Archipelago throughout the world and in all languages. The 

main executor for the Fund in the Soviet Union was Alexander Ginzburg and he held this 

--pos-t for th'r·ee'years',· '\.tp to "his' arrest ~ :•sin:ce ·that time the Fund has helped _hundreds 
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of prisoners' families, without making any differentiation as to nationality, politi-

',. cal -b·e·li·ef -or ·reli·gion. AmoRg those who have received our h·eip>- wete "Ross ians, Ukrai-

nians, Lithuanians, Jews, Germans, Armenians, Georgians, Estonians and Tatars. They 

were Russian Orthodox, Musllms, Baptists and persons of other religions. The only 

'criteria for distributing the ·Fund's assistance is the degree of ·a family's need. 

Ginzburg possessed those exclusive qualities necessary for performing this difficult 

and dangerous activity: kindness, lack of fear, calmness and an exceptional memory 

for remembering the number of children in a given family, which little boy wa s ill 

and what type of medicine he needed, which little girl required warm clothing, which 

wife had no money to send her husband a package and who did not have the fare to buy 

a train ticket to visit someone in camp. Although he himself was very- ill, he always 

had _enough time for others. 

He worked under the condition of being constantly watched, spied upon, his corres

pondence was intercepted and his home was susceptible to theft-like searches. In 

February of 1977 Ginzburg was arrested by the organs of state security. I would like 

to draw attention to the fact that it is precisely state security that handles such 

matters: in fact, in our country acts of mercy have always been considered a threat to 

the state. Communists have been leading a battle against charity for 60 years. Even 

in the 1920's,,the natural right to exercise mercy was forbidden and taken away not 

only from the church but also _from any public organization or groups of individuals. 

The Political Red Cross, an or6anization which existed from pre-revolutionary 

Russia , was abolished and all its workers were arrested and killed. During the period 

of collectivization, in the 1930 1 s, not only the heads of families but also their 

small children were destroyed! Such was the tactic of the Communists, in this way 

15 million souls were destroyed! During World Wa r II the So~iet Union was the only 

allied country to forbid the International Red Cross to help Soviet prisoners of war. 

In camps where Soviet POI.J's tve re held, 90 per cent died of starvation and those ,.,l-; o 

ren8ined alive ate shoe soles and hats . In our ti~e prison guards unleash their • 

,'cr·s or: ve-::-so,lS ,.J:10 ,)are app:.:-oach a colu:nr. of p.:-isoners to give them a piece of bread, .... . 
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and , t:1ey -1:1ight even shoot -- t-he "humane"• nature of Soviet , law at:tthoriz-es them -to 

do so. In old~n days not a single ~idow would sit down at the Easter table 1/ithout 

bringing food to the town prison, for prisoners whom she did not know -- thi:f was a 

tradition. No-w, ··a prison-er is:. entitled ·to• one 5 kilo parcel ·per year, and even then 

only after serving half of his term. 

Our Fund is attempting to revive the feelings of compassion which are deeply roote 

in our people. It is an attempt to help the prisoners of today's Gulag Archipelageo 

to survive , as well as their suffering families, to show them that they are not alone 

in the face of the terrifying Soviet machine of destruction. And it is precisely this 

fact which elicits· "the Soviet authori'ties' wrath . Alexander Ginzburg is under arrest. 

His successors were also dealt with -- Malva Landa was exiled to Siberia and Kronid 

Lubarsky and Tatiana Khodorovich were forced into emigration . F-amilies of prisoners 

~ho receive help frora the Fund are being searcbed out and persecuted and the KGB has 

also transferred its battle against the Fund in the West. At the present time the 

Soviet secret police is attempting to learn the names of the Fund's recipients Jn 

Switzerland and it is trying to slander the Fund by distributing anonymous letters 

among the Western press. I do not know of any other Fund in the world -which is 

forced to work under such trying and dangerous conditions. But nonetheless, it works! 

Its assistance is needed by thousands of Soviet prisoners. 

Now their ranks have been joined by the courageous members of the Helsinki Watch 

Groups. And we have heard about the KGB's attempts to arrest workers who have declared 

tQe creation of an independent trade union. The regime of cannibals will yet tuck 

away many others into jails, laughing at any agreements that it had signed. 

At the present time the Fund's executors in the Soviet Union are Ginzburg's 

wife, Irina, and Sergey Khodorovich. Just think, the wife of the man who was arrested 

for his acts of mercy has now taken his place. What· else can testify m_ore clearly to 

purity and rightness of his acts? People in the free world may find it difficult 

!~nderstand, how can anyone be persecuted for acts of charity?. Why does it happen? 
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It happens because in its very essence cormnunism is an enemy of humanism, it is an 

enemy of any religion and to the concept of mercy. It happens _because the exte[!ded 

hand of a person offering help deprives the government of its total power over the 

bodies and souls of its citizen-slaves. In the case of Al exancle r Gi llzbur~ this ex

tended hand is what the authcrities could not forgive. 

Fur this Ginzburg was arrested. For this he has been held in prison for an entire 

yea r without official charges, without a trial, in c0'11plete isolation . Hundreds of 

people are being questioned about his case, under threat they are forced to give false 

testimony. And for this he is going to be tried. No matte r wha t absurd false charges 

may be brought against him at the trial, no mat ter what sort of show trial will be orga-~ 

_nized, it will be communism's trial over mer.cy. 

I call on those who may hear me to help de fend the human right of exer~ising and 

receiving charity which is being trampled upon by communism and to prevent a reprisal 

against Alexander Ginzburg. 

And I ask all believers to pray for this man who ha s truly "given his life for 

others." 

New York, February 3, 1978 

Natalia Solzhenitsyn 
President 
Russi .. n Social Fund to Help Those 
Who Are Persecuted and Their Families. 
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STATEMENT OF EDWARD BENNETT WILLIAMS 

FEBRUARY 3, 1978 

NEW YORK CITY 

We have met today not only to announce a new and 

important initiative in the ongoing battle for human 

rights in the Soviet Union. We have also met to remind 

the world that the young Russian dissident, Alexander 

Ginzburg, was arrested exactly one year ago today by the 

KGB. Last February 3, under cover of night and with no 

word to his wife or his family, the secret police snatched 

Alexander Ginzburg from his doorstep and spirited him out 

of the city of Moscow to Kaluga Prison. There he remains 

a living symbol of the plight of free men and women 

inside the Soviet Union. 

Since his arrest, the case of Alexander Ginzburg has 

been shrouded in secrecy and official silence. He has been 

charged with no crime. He has been permitted no visitors . 
. 

He cannot communicate with his family or with his friends. 

We do not know whether their communications are permitted 

to reach him. He is not represented by counsel. On learn

ing that my application to enter the Soviet Union had been 

denied, Mrs. Ginzburg approached fifteen different attorneys 

inside the Soviet Union to request .representation for her 
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husband. Each of these individuals refused her request. 

Alexander Ginzburg was the first of the dissidents 

to be arrested. The delay in bringing charges against him 

is absolutely unprecedented even in the Soviet Union. The 

authorities have already violated the time limits set forth 

in the Soviet Code of Crimina l Procedure and, unlike the 

case of Anatoly Shcharansky, no official extension of -time 

has been announced. 

The reasons for this delay are clear. 
. . 

·First, Alexander Ginzburg has committed no crimes, 

and the Soviet authorities have no evidence of crimes. 

When no offense has been committed~ it takes time to manu

facture evidence and concoct charges. The KGB has already · 

interviewed over two hundred individuals in an attempt to 

obtain evidence against Alexander Ginzburg. Some of these 
' 

people have already been prosecuted, convicted and sentenced 

to jail because of their unwillingness to cooperate in the 

investigation. The - invest{gatio~ is still open. 

A second reason· for the delay is the ongoing Belgrade 

Conference of the Helsinki signatory nations. It is rapidly 

drawing to ·a close. The Soviets have steadfastly refused to 

discuss the human rights provisions in the Helsinki Accords. 

But if Alexander Ginzburg or Yuri Orlov or Anatoly Shcharansky 
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were tried today with the Belgrade Conference still in 

session, an outraged public opinion would compel the 

nations of the world to confront the Soviet Union openly 

with this powerful evidence of its bad faith. 

I do not have to be a prophet to predict with con

fidence that , once the Helsinki signatories leave Belgrade, 

the Soviet authorities will proceed with cynical celerity 

with the p~osecutions. 

It is a particular honor to be here today with Mrs. 

Solzhenitsyn, a woman of great courage and compassion in 

her own right. She is here today to speak on behalf of 

Alexander Ginzburg, a dear and close friend of the 

Solzhenitsyns. After his forced exile from the Soviet Union,. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn asked Alik Ginzburg to oversee the • 

activities of the Russian Social Fund, a · charitable organi

zation founded by Mr. Solzhenitsyn from the proceeds of 

Gulag Archipelago to aid the families of political prisoners 

in the Soviet Union. Alexander Ginzburg's activities on 

behalf of that Fund -- taking food, clothing, and medicine 

to needy families -- is one of the reasons for his arrest. 

It has evidently become a crime in the Soviet Union to care 

for the suffering and to help those in need. 

It is also a great honor for me to announce the 

formation of a Committee for the Defense of Alexander Giniburg 
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a group of internationally prominent men and women who 

have joined together for the purpose of defending a man 

who has be-c·ome ·a symbol of honor and courage and freedom 

to the entire world . The membership of this Committee 

includes such distinguished Americans as Senators Jackson 

and Moynihan, Mayor Koch and Congresswoman Milicent 

Fenwick. This Committee will continue to grow and will 

include people from all professions and of .all political 

persuasions. 

• I would like to read the text of a short telegram 

that the Defense Committee has sent today to Premier 

Brezhnev on behalf of Alexander Ginzburg. Copies of this 

telegram have also been. sent to the heads · of state of all 

the signatories to the Helsinki Accords, to President Carter, 

and to Ambassador Arthur Goldberg who represents the·: United 

States in Belgrade. 

-.-,---

"Humanitarian considerations compel us 

to urge the immedi~ te release of Alex_ander 
. . 

Ginzburg, held in total isolation at 

Kaluga Prison for one year. His grave · 

state of he.al th makes us fear for his life. 

Please save this c6urigeoui man who has 

committed no crime .but is being punished 

for committing· acts of charity and defend

ing the ·basic human rights of others." 

f 

l 
t 

f. 
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Finally, I would like to issue this word of warn

ing to the leaders of the Soviet Union: 

You cannot expect the people of the United States 

to support this Nation's compliance with the o t her provis i ons 

i n the Helsinki Accords if the Sovie t Union persists in its 

refusal to comply with its ple dge to r e spe ct h uman rights; 

You cannot expect t he p e ople of the United State~ to 

trust the word of the Soviet Government in a SALT Treaty 

if you so defiantly break your word in the Helsinki 

Agreement; 

And you cannot expect the people of the United States 

to continue to support detente if you continue to trample 

on the fundamental human rights of your own citizens. 

Alexander Ginzburg is but one man, but he is a 

blazing symbol of freedom to the rest of the world. He 

must be released now. 



PRSSS CONFERENCE I N LWSCOW 
on February 2, 1978 

( in connection vii th the 
anniversary of Ginzburg 's 
arres t ) 

IN DEFENSE OF ALEXANDER GINZBURG ' 

"It is , of course , i mpossible to present 
a legal defense fo r someone without 
knovd.ng vvhe.t crimes he has been charged 
v;i th. I b e lieve that it is i mportant , 
however, for the world to know the 
character and personality of this man ." 

(Excerpt fr om At tor ne y Gregory Craig's 
statement on behalf of Alexander 
Ginzburg before t h e International 
Sakharov Hearings in Rome, on 
November 28 , 1977). 
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A p p e a 1 

To the Belgrad~Conference of signatories of the Helsinki Agreement . 

Gentlemen, 

We are today commemorating a bitter a nnivertary. It is a year 
since Alexander Ginzburg was arres ted . He has spent one year in cruel 

-and t _otal isolation in jail . . Hi s .mother and his wife have been living 
all this year in anguish and sorrow . Hi s children have been orphans. 
It has been a year of struggle, hope and disappointrr:ents, specifically 
in connection with the developments at your conference, for all those 
who take his fate to heart . 

According to Soviet law, a year of pre- trial iITprisonment is 
equal to three years of exile . Alexander Ginzburg has been in jail for 
one year wit!lout a t rial and without a sentence . Outside of the 
investi g ators ' offices , nobody knows what ch arges are being brought 
against Alexander Ginzburg , or when his trial is su_posed to take place . 
J one t h eless t h e investigation h a s ag ain ·been extended . This is done 
surreptitiously , without publishing any c.ecre e. It means furthe r 
imprisonment without a trial. 

No matte r vvhat will be conc_octed in the investigators' offices 
and pro pa_gated by our ser,v~le press, on this anniversary of shame for 
our state we pr0cl ai1n : . 

Alexander Ginzburg , as manager- of the Social Fund of help to 
political prisoners and their families , 'was self lessly and disinteres tedly 
performing a cts of kindness · and humanity in our country. To this acti
vity he dedicated all h is strength and energy. The material helu he 
dis pensed saved hundreds of needy people (men, women and hilcren) from 
misery and starvation . _The moral support he gave them pr otec ted t h em 
from the des pair of sol1tude and abandonment . 

Alexander Ginzburg was one of the founders .of the Helsinki Watch
group in the USSR and in .,this c apaad.ty he was fighting for our people's 
ri gh t to a normal human e_:xistence . He was fighting fo r those principles 
on whi ch all y our a ctivity is based . 

As long as Alexander Ginzburg is in jail, all such __principles 
remain in the realm of wishful thinking . As long as Alexander Ginzburg 
is in jail, go odness and humanity are being defe ated and trampl ed upon . 

Are your princi ple s g oing. to be applied to reality , or is it g oing 
to be a hopeless defeat? To a very great extent - if not entirely - this 
will depend on you . 

Today , on the annivers ary of Alexander Ginzburg ' s arrest, we feel 
it is p articularly ne c essary to remind you of this truth . 

~ oscow, February 3, 1978 
l·~ al 'va Landa Vik t or Elistratov 
Vadim Borisov Grigoriy Rozenshtein 
Valeriy Smolkin Le onard Ternovskiy 
Se:rghey !f oshkov Priest Serghe y Zheludkov 
Vladimir Sirotkin Sofia Kalistratova 
Eytan Finkelshtein Svetlana Pavlenkova 
Evgeniy Nikola ev Vladlen Pavlenkov 
Tyan Zaocnaya Vitaliy Pomazov 
Nikolay Ivanov ~ IEaria Fetrenko 
Al exandr Podrabinek Viktor Neki pelov 
Natali a Fedorova Nina Komarova 
I rina '0rlova ·Viktor Dzyadk o • 
Vladimir Slepak Valeriy Abrarnkin 

Leonid Lozovskiy 
etc., totalling 200 signatures. 

Ek a terina Gaydamachuk 
Nikhail Utevsk if 
Vital i y Gordeev 
Yulia Zass 
Yosif Dyadkin 
V~ Kornilov 
L. Borodin 
F . Svetov 
Z. Kra~hmal'nikova 
Lev Ko e pelev 
Viktor Kanitanchuk 
Fa~her Sle6 Yakunin 
I gor' Kh oklushkin 
Vladimir Voynovich 



:Docume nt No. 2 

There are many thousands of us. He love freedom and 
we think freely, We belong to the All-Union Church of Faithful 
and Free Adventists of the Seventh Day. And we all know Alexandr 
Ginzburg. We also know the wild ruthlessness of our aespotic 
state atheism. We have re p e ate dly experienced on ours elves its 
power a i med at the suppression and the final destruction of hum2.n 
inte grity . 

'1'le know and we want to speak about it, not in a low whisper 
but a s loud as we can, so that all the world c an hear us. Alexandr 
Ginzburg 's fate is, in fact , our own future f a te a s well as that 
of millions of others whose hearts 2.re becoming overfilled and who 
will not be able to keep s ilent tomorrow . 

Alexander Il 'ich Ginzburg is a truly humane man . He is kind , 
generous, sensitive , understanding and fu::'._l of res pect for people . 
At the same time he is just and honest , firm and courageous, active 
an d resolved. As a true Christian , he dedicated his life to helping 
pe ople in need. He do es · not know selfishness . He al·Nays thought 
only of the others, those around him, and he wanted t o live for them. 
He became a member of t r-. e Helsinki Watchroup because the responsi bili t3 
connected with such an activity was according to his own heart. He 
was very a ctive as distributor for the Fund of help to prisoners of 
conscience and their families. J~any people know· of this activity 
because Christian mercy was dispensed to them in their hour of need. 
When Alexander Ginzburg undertook this task, he was well aware of 
the KGB's re a cti on to such a ctivity. But he did not hesitate and 
he did not retreat . 

On February 3, 1977 Alexander was arrested fo r the third ti~e. 
The reason for his arres t was his charitable work. He is being kept 
in the torture-chambers of Soviet prison \Vhile the authorities are 
busy preparing re prisal. 

The KGB is trying hard to fabricate a false case in order to 
deal wi th Alexander Ginzburg and other peo ple similar to him. 
Ginzburg's condemnation will b e the condemnation of kindness, justice, 
humanity and mercy. It will be the condemnation of the very essence 
of humanity. 

Yle appeal to the leaders of all peaceful vrn rld states, to all 
the signatories of the Helsinki Accords, to the p artici pants of the 
Belgrade Conference, to the world legal organi zations , to the world 
public o pinion 2.nd to all peo ple of good wi ll: speelc out in defense 
of Alexander Ginzburg and of all those who share his fate behind 
Soviet prison bars. Our government has signed a number of agreements 
and conventions. This is a b asis for you to a sk that a special 
commission be allowed to enter our country in order to investi gate 
the most terrible crimes against humap.i ty whi ch h ave been corrmi tted 
here. You mus t ask for free admission to our country of foreign 
lawyers so that they may assist and defend Al exande r Gi n zburg , 
Yuri Orlov, Anatoliy Shcharanskiy and others. -

Alexander Ginzburg and his family need your help and support 
now. 
Moscow, February 2, 1978 for the Adventist Church 

Rostislav Galetskiy 
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Today is the first anniversary of the ar·rest of Alexander Ginzburg , 
manager and distributor of the Russian Social Fund of h elp to political 
prisoners . In the name of the now a cting Fund distributors we are 
g oing to provide you ~~th some information about our activity. 

As you know , the Fund was created by Al exander Solzhenitsyn when 
he donated to it all the royalties from his book the Gulag Archipelago . 
It 'Nas officially incor porate d in 197 4. Alexander Gin zburg bec am e the 
Fund's f irst manager . Also in 1974,Dr . An drey Sa~harov created the 
Children's Fund which was meant to help political prisoners' children . 
l\Crs . .,_,l ena Bonne r Sakha r ov became the manag er of this Fund . The 
Children's Fund existed on the means sup plie d by Dr . Sakharov wh o donate d 
to it the money coming to him fr om the Cino del Duca award f or hur1ani
t a rian activities . It was closely conne cted, by all its a ctivity, 
with the Rus~ian Social Fund of help to political prisoners . In autumn 
1977 the t wo Funds merged . 

After Alexander Ginzburg's arrest , three pe ople took over a s 
t h e Russ ian Social Fund's distribut·ors : f. al 'va Landa, Kronid Lubarskiy 
and Tat yana Kho d or ovi ch. On r,1 ay 31, 1977 Mal' v a Landa was br-ought to 
trial on criminal offense charge s and sentenced to exile in Siberi a. 
Kronid Lubarskiy and ·Tatyana Khodor ovich were forced into em-i gration in 
autumn 1977. After their de parture, Irina Ginzburg and Sergey Khodoro
vich joined Tf al 'va Landa (who was and still is in exile) to work a s 
the managers and distri bu.tors of the Fund . LCrs. Elena :Sonner Sakharov 
is our permanent consultant. 

The Russian Social Fund of help to political prisoners and their 
families continues to exist. There are dif f iculties, of course, but 
in spite of them those who need help receive it. When talking about 
the Fund and its activity, we must always remember t:hat anything vie say 
may be used agains t it: against those whom we help , against those who 
dispense help and against those who donate money to the Fund. This is 

_the reason why we have to be very cautious in giving information on the 
Fund's work . We beg you to forgive us and ho pe you will understand. 

The Fund helps people vv-h o have com11i tted no crin e, but have been 
imprisoned in forced labor c amps , psychiatric hos pitals or prisons, who 
have been sent into ex ile or ane under surveillance by the authorities , 
for political or ideological resons. The Fund als o helps such persons ' 
families, their young children . 

The Fund's statue only approximately indicates the amounts of 
mone y wh ich are to be given, so that in most cases v,e have to t ake our 
own de c isions in a ccordan ce with the circur:: sta nces of e a ch case. We 
try to refund to a political prisoner 's family all the money which is 
spent to helpt the imprisoned relative, such as the cost of parcels sent 
to him, of trips to meet with him . The Fund pays 30 ruble s a month for 
each child, for all the duration of imprisonment. Afte r a prisoner's 

1 
release the Fund gives him a one-time subsidy of 200 to JOO rubles . 

But as a rule the 2.Eounts of money given depend on - each · parti cularf 
family's situation and their need . To give y ou some idea of the scope of 
tlre Fund·'s- -a:c-tivity, we can only say - that · there are · hundreds ~of· people · 

whom we h elp . 
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To concl ude, with a great feeling of pride for our fellow-countrymen 
we want to say that in addition to the monies mentioned above the Fund 
also receives donations from many peo ple inside our country. Such 
donations oscillatE. from a few to several hundred rubles, and every month 
they end up by being quite a considerable amount of money . Als o, 
there are many people who t ake part in the Fund 's work in spite of the 
danger connected to such an activity . This makes us feel oi-, timisti c to 
a certc.in extent and we hope that our re gime will not be able to 
prevent the Fund ' s · activity. 

February 2 , •197 8 signed 1·.:a1 ' va Landa 
Sergey Khodorovich 
Irina Ginzburg . 

.. 
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Do cument No. 4 

St atement b y Mari a Pe t renk o - Podyapol' skaya 
(widow of dissident wri ter and poet Gr i g or iy Podyapol 1 skiy) . 

Ey friend Alexandr Ginzburg has been in jail for one year . 
None of us knows anything about him as the investigation is being 
conducted under total isolation. Nothing g ood is to be expected . 
We h2.ve to guess 'ivhat he will be charged with from newspaper 
arti cles whi ch, as usual, are published by the Soviet press before 
t h e charge s are declared . Our experience is that such artic es 
usually are a basis for the charges . In addition to that, we 
try to find some indications in the questionings of various peopl e 
in connection wit:h Ginzburg 's c as e and in the ir descriptions of 
such q_uestionings . Vhat we thus le arn is astoundingly absurd . It 
sounds like g ossip, rather than collection of incrirr ine ting 
evidence. 

The i n ves t i gators must realize that , too, and that is the 
reason why the case has not been turned over to a court nor h2.s a 
lawyer been admitted to examine the evidence . Our government must 
tie aware of Attorney 1filliams ~ objectiveness since t-hey- ~requested 
him in the past to defend Soviet citizens in the United States . Our 
ovm l avvyers are afraid to act as defense counsel for Ginzburg. Theirs 
is a difficult dilemma. If they don ' t · satisfy those who ·,-:ant 
Ginzburg ' s conviction a t any cost, they will ruin all their chances 
for a successful professional career. If they satisfy them , they 
loose t h e possibility to consider thernsel ves decent peo•ple . 

Thus I , as a friend of Alik , have to testify and tell about him 
to all those wh o are n ot indifferent to his fate and wh o ,vant to 
kn ow vvhat sort of man he is . I shall s peak both in my own name and 
in the name of my deceased husband , Grisha Fodyapol'skiy. 

le first learned to respect and a ppreciate Alik in the 60 ' s , 
wi th0ut actually knowing him , ~after his White Book ( o-n the Sinyavsky
Daniel trial) was published and proved to us that we were not alone 
in our desire to be fr e e , to h ave our o~TI opinion and be able to 
defend it . Ginzburg v.ras tried for the White Book and sentenced to 
five years of forced labor in "strict re g i me c amps ". k.y husband at 
that time wro te an angry protest letter t o the General Prosecutor 
of the USSR asking that the judges who had condemned Ginzburg b e 
put on trial . The value of what Ginzburg and his friends did at that 
time is truly i mw ense . r,:any people awoke from their moral slumber 
after the reprisal against them h a d taken place . Over 500 people 
signed letters of protest . For many of them this was the beginning 
of their struggle in defense of hum a n ri ghts . 

Alik ' s mother , Ludmila Ilyinichna Ginzburg , ha_s become a very 
close friend of our family . As to Alik himself , we actually only met 
him after he had served his term . He was almost free : in Tarussa , 
under the surveillance of the eternal KGB . At that time my husband 
already was a member of the "Initiative Group " - such was t }rn name 
of the first free association of human rights defenders which was 
founded in post- stalinist times and was being harassed -·and persecuted 
in every possible way . 

We fo und Alik t o be ver y kind , very g ood- natured and very si ck . 
He s pent the next five years (after his rele a s e ) fi ghting fo r his 
right to be free , to provide f or his family and to help other p'eople 
in need . We were always deeply impressed by his endless kindness , 

. by his willingness t o-. listen.,., and- his ability t o unders-tand , t o 
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encourag e and t o h elp all t h ose who ask e d him f or help, in· 
word and in deed . And we used to feel even irrita ted by hi s 
constant refusal to think of h i mself. Al most all Gul ag pri soners 
are sick people -~en they come out. This was true of Ginzburg , 
too . ·.,.ve v1ere present several times when he he.d terrible , painful 
fit s of ulcer and pe.ncreas inf l anmation . 

In 1974 he ac cep ted a t a sk not only i mmensely di f ficult , 
but a t first g l an ce i mpossible under our conditions . He bec ame 
the distributor for the Sol zhenitsyn charitable fund in Russia . 
Only those who have gr own up and spent their lives here , in an 
a t 6 osphere of endless taboos -._,,., i th respe ct t o anything not stemming 
fr om the state administration , wil l be able to underst and how 
f antastic any such charit able a ctivity appears in the USSR and 
how dang erous it is for the benefa ctor. Not only his fre e dom , hi s 
very li f e is in danger, once he starts out on that path. 

The Ginzburgs are a living proof thereof . Alik and Arina 
made of their home a h aven for all those wh o suffer-. Countless 
pe opl e c am e, a nd continue to come. Crowds of truly needy people, 
among whom there may be , from t i me t o t i me, a greedy individual 
or a traitor. But the refug e still st ands . 

Alik is in jail. There is a heroi c group of pe ople managing 
the Fund in his pl a ce and dis pensing mercy . Am ong them, first , • 
his wife Arina. 

=very 
I c a:p 
he is 

Singling out Al ik a s a criminal is in itself a 
village, every t own and every state has its own 
res ponsibly affirm that Alik is one of them. I 
a pure, generous and entirely honorable man . 

crime. 
saints . And 
know th a t 

I ·would like t o -hope ·that g overnments and public 
vvi ll not permit the destruction of an innocent . 

opinion 

February 2, 1978 
_,'.I o s cow 

·,Tari a Petrenk o Podyapol ' s k aya 
~ oscow, Yartsevsk aya 18 apt 27 
tele phone 141-66-09 (th? 
tele phone has been disconnected). 



Document No. 5 

Dr. An drey Sakharov's appeal 

_ Exactly a year ago, : Alexander Ginzburg , manager of the 
Russ i an 3ocial- Fund of help to political ~ri s oner s and their families 
and mer:ber of the Helsinki .Accords ':fatchgroup in the USSR , was arrested . 
He has t ·uo s-:::iall children and is his old ·Ill othe r ' s only son . He is a 
k ind an d gener ous man , an active man , al r,:ays compe.ss i ona te and attentive 
to - other people's sufferings . Our friend , our Alik . 

He is still in a prison cell , under investigation, awaiting 
trial . None of his relatives and friends know what he is being charged 
with . So many t hings h ave hapr;ened since Ginzburg ' s arrest , and yet 
his imprisonment continues being for us a fact of the gre atest 
i mport ance, a highly al ar ming fact of v1hich we t b ink with invari-able deep 
bitterness . 

Ginzburg be cam e known t o the whole world ten year s ago, 
v..-hen our country 's intellighentsia l aunched a v as t campaign to defend 
him and his companions against an unjust and harsh sentence. Hi s 
friend , the ::;:: oet Yuri Galanskov , who vvas sentenced during the same 
trial, perisched in a f or ced labor c amp . Over one thousand people at 
that t~me signed letters of protest in thei r defens e, thus clearly 
demonstrating thei r attitude towards the repressive policy of our 
r e gi me. 

What Ginzburg is facing tod ay is even mor e unjust and more 
cruel. His defens e must be most ~nergeti~ and worldwide. Ginzburg's 
arrest h as been the beginning of s. • tide of poli trcal ~epressio;n. r·.Iembers 
of the Helsinki 1.~'atchgroup ·have been singled out particularly as victims 
of this re pression. 

Ginzburg's defense is at the ·same t ime the defense of all 
his companions and a fi ght against political repression a s such. 

Andrey Sakharov 

February 2, 1978 



To Attorney Edward Bennett Willi ams 
counsel fo r Alexander Ginzburg. 

Dear Tt r. Willi ams, 

Document No. 6 

I understand that y ou have a greed to a ct as defense 
counsel for my friend Alexander Ginzburg and I want to let you Know 
briefly my opini on about him . I have known Ginzbu~g since 1975 . 
On several occasions I have been asked to ao certain things on 
behalf of the Russ ian Social Fund of help to political prisoners . 
For instance, in Janu ary 1976 I was requested by the Fund to visit 
political prisoners in Siberia . At present I am distributing the 
Fund 's help t o politic al prisoners in psychiatric hospitals . ·;;orking 
with the Fund I got well acquainted with Alexander Ginzburg . 

Of all the peo:ple I know , he is the one who iI!:ipressed 
me most deeply and most favorably . I have never me t a more honest , 
noble and fine human being . His merci f ul activity of help to politi cal 
prisoners and their families was dis interested , gener ous, self-dedicated 
and , alas , very dangerous for him; it deserves not rner e2.y praise, but 
deep veneration . There is no doubt but that h e well understood the 
dange r h e was exposing himself a_r1d his family to , but this did not 
stop him . For h is a cts of mercy, he is already being punished in 
jail and he may 'Nell have to pay f or it in ten years of impriso nment 
in forced labor c amps and jails. 

I know fo~ certain that his example is at present a 
source of courag e and ins piration for many honest ~ ople in our 
country. They would consider it an honor to be abl e to s hare with 

- him at .le ast part of all the torment and suffering the Soviet regime 
has in store for him . 

I am willing and ready to state and confirm this opinion 
I have of Alexander Ginzburg in fr ont of any objective court. If 
this statement can be o f any use in defending Ginzburg, I be g you t o 
u s e it. 

February 2, 1978 
i\ oscow 

Res pectfully yours 

signed Alexander Podrabinek. 

Translator's note: Alexander Podrabinek is a young medic a l 
assistant v1h o was collecting documents on the use o f psychiatry 
agai nst ~issidents in the Soviet Union. The KGB search ed h is room 
and confiscated a great number of evidence h e had ob t ained· and was 
pre paring to publish . He is now under ruthless pressure by the KGB 
to force h im to leave the count ry, which he does not want to do. The 
KGB told him that if h e did not emi grate they would arrest his brother 
Ki ril. Alexander r efused to submit to such blackr.cail. Kiril has 
been arrested and is in jail at present. 



Document No. 7 

To Attorney :Sdward Bennett Williams , Alexander Ginzburg's counsel , 
from Valeriy I-.fanuil ovi ch Smolkin. 

On 1ovember 28, 1977 I was summoned for questi oning to the KALU GA 
of fice of t he KGB in conne ction with· Alexander Ginzburg 's cas e . I 
did not obe y the sum u, ons be c aus e fo r moral and ethi c reasons I do not 
deem it poss ible to co oper2.te in any we.y with the KGB . A year ago 
they 2.rrested my close friend Ginzburg and since then they have Kept 
him behind bars simpl y because he has dedice.tec all his life t o 
helping al l the needy and suffering people . His help is entirely 
disinterested and he has C0BI'.!it ted no other " cri□ e s ". I want t o 
stress that cy f riend Ginzburg chose for hicself this path of 
Christian self-dedication in a perfectly natural and simple way , 
because he cannot live and behave otherwis e. I 2.I!1 very fo nd of 
Alexander Gi nzburg and th ankful that fate brought us togethe r . Hi s 
li f e and his fate . cannot be indi ffer ent to me, jus t 2.s his f amily's 
fate . I belong to those pe ople who believe that Alexander Ginzburg 
s hould be released i mr- ediately in t he name of j usti ce and goo dness , 
t o those wh o are pre pared to do everything for that purpose . 1f-r . 
Willi am s , if you need more detailed testimony about my friendly 
contacts wi th Alexander Ginzburg in I'.Toscow and in Tarussa and about 
his ~ersonality , I am willing and prepared to let you have such 
testimony . 

February 2 , 1978 
1'.fos cow 

Valeriy Smolkin 
Vilnius , Raudonosnos Armies 247 
a pt . 27 
Lithuania , USSR . 



Document No. 8 

Translation 

It is one year today from the pre ssconf eren ce which was 
held by Alexander Ginzburg on the eve of h is arrest. He was 
the representative and distributor of the Russian Social Fund 
of help to political prisoners and thei r families . He was · 
·helping orph2ns and widows abandoned by everybody , gi ving them 
his attention and loving care . In his hor:1e , these people met 
,...,i th cor::passi on and mer cy , human kindnes s and warmth . 

On February 3, 1977 Alexander Ginzburg was arrested . 
Tbere are some strange customs in our country : because a r:1an 
is kind 2.nd loves his fellow-men , h e is thro·:m into a da-op prison 
cell. :Se cause he is honest and 'Nill not accept evil and violence , 
he is taken away from his friends , his wife and his two little 
sons . 

In the naoe of prisoners of cons cie n ce , Evangeli c Baptist 
Chri stians , in the name of Ukrainian poli tical prisoners and their 
fami lies, I want to deeply thank Alexander Ginzburg and h is 
rlife Arina Zholkovskaya v,rho for the sake of humanity have taken 
upon their shoulders the heavy cross of suf fering . 

Pe ople of goo d will! Christians of all the worl d! Do not 
forge t Alexander Ginzburg , his wife and t he ir two li ttle s ons in 
your prayers . Their tragi c fate is a true exampl e of Christian 
self- d e dication . 

Februe.ry 2, 1978 - - - ' signed Petr Vins 

Translator's note : Petr Vins is t h e son of Georg e Vins , the 
well - k nown Baptis t pastor serving a term in a Soviet l abor c amp . 



Document o. 9 

Open le tter f rom Al exander Ginzbur g 's mother. 

I am addre ssing all pe o ple of g ood will in our coun try and 
abroad . "I:!'y son Alexander Ginzburg has s pent one year in the KGB ' s 
torture ch ambers . I know· absolutely nothing about him. I don ' t 
knm, what h is heal th con di ti on is or J::. ow he i s being tre a ted . 

I have l ived sixty years u ncer the Soviet regis e and this 
long experien ce has mad e c e wise . I kn ow very well what terror 
means . They n ow cal l it st alinist t error . Pe ople kept dis appearing 
ar ound me . latei on they were rehabilitated , that is the state itself 
adcitted that they h ad been innocent . All this gives c e s ufficient 
grounds for fr i ghten ing prognose s . 

Alik was sick when they arrested him , b are l y a week a fter his 
discharge from hospital. The diagnosis had been a ver y preoccup;ying 
one , they ··;e r e talking about tubercular condi tion . . Hi s temperature 
wou ld ris e every day . Besides , his old ailme nts - stomach ulcer and 
inflam~at i on of the p a ncreas - h a d again b ecome a cut e . Both ar e a 
consequence of his term in t h e VladiDi r pri son . 

You can well unde r st and how t erri b le i t i s for us n ot t o know 
a nythi ng about h is physical c onditi on for a n e nt ire y e ar. All the 
thou ght s that c ome t o · on e' s Tiin d during e ndl e ss s~eepless n i ght s an d 
days ful l of an guish . Once a month we tak e a fo od parcel t o the 
prison : ten pound s of fo o d products a llowe d by the pris on rul es . 
'.'le l eave our parcel at th e pris on offi ce wi ndow· . That ' s al l we can 
do . And ho p e that he wi ll be given our parc e l. '.'l e c ann ot b e sure 
b e c aus e we neve r g e t . e me ssag e from h i m and the y don 't e v e n shov, u s 
his s i gnatu r e as confi rmation of r e c eipt. 

For , a long tit1e, t en months , we had appl i ed in vain for 
pe r mi ssi on to sen d h i m s om e c l othes and und e rwear. For ten months 
s uch pe r mis s ion h a d been denied. An d so, of co ur s e, a terrible doubt 
wov.:).d arise: IS HE STILL ALIVE? In November 1977 they allow·ed us 

_____ _ t o s.and..Jii m~a pair - of trou_ser.s_.and a shirt. But .thex.e ~ .is.~.noth ing. -to 
confirm tha t he h a s received them. 

I1~y dau ghter-in-l aw Arina does all s he can possibly do. Her 
e fforts are ce aseless but, al as, vain. 1/J.y grandhil dren, their chil dren, 
are growi ng . San y a is now 5, Aly osha is 3. They are be ginning to 
underst a nd many things. They are waiting for t h eir f a ther. And we all 
live only on ho pe. Justice must triumph. 

We deeply trust in your help. 

Ludmila Ginzburg 
February 2, 1978. 
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Document No. 10 

Statement from the Christian Committee. 

~ocay, one year after the arrest of Alexandr Ginzburg , 
we feel that all the members of the movement in de fens e of human 
ri ghts in the Soviet Union owe him pe rsonal gratitude. He and 
our other friends (Yuri Orlov , Anatoliy Shcharanskiy) h ave sacrificed 
themselves and a ccepted to suffer fo r all of us , closing the b arrels 
of the guns 1Nhich were pointed at all of us . 

The fact th2.t we are free today and that ·_,,e are still aole to 
continue our act ivity t o a gre a t extent is Alexander Ginzb~rg 's 
merit . The caopai gn in his defense which h a s started throughout the 
·,.vorld is of great help n o t only t o him , but also to us , thos e v,rh o 
are still free . 

P' ' i::_ - "'l:T 

i oscow , Februiry 2, 1978. 

Members of the Christian Committee 

priest Gleb Yakunin 
deacon Varsonofiy Khaydulin 
Victor Kapitanchuk 
Vadim Shcheglov 

Translator's note : The Christian Comrr:ittee for the de£e~s e of 
religious ri ghts was founded in the USSR in December 1976. It is, 
of course, considered illega l by the Soviet authorities and its 
members are subjected t o const ant h arassment and persecution. It 
d oes not have any political g oals. Though f ounded by member s of 
the Russian Orthodox church , it is eq_ually concerned with the 
int erests and problems of all reli gious groups in the USSR . 



To the public opinion of our country . 

'.'i7hile the confer en ce of reviev; of the Helsinki accord i mplecen
tation is going on in Beigrade, in our country persecution is continuing 
against the rielsinki Accords ·:·.r a tchgroups . Thes e v.rat chgrouf s were 
collecting data on concrete cases of human rights violations in ovx 
cou.ntry in order to m2.K e them known to the world public opinion . Th.:..s 
activi ty is fully in e.greement vvi th the Helsinki conclusive docur.1ent 
which -proclaims the defens e of human rights an international concern . 

At present , !:al' va liand2. is in exile in Siberia , r:ikol a Ruden__l.rn 
and Oleksa Tikhy have been sentenced and are serving a long term in the 
forced labor c amps of I·,~ord ovi 2. . r.:ost ·of the other group members are 
being prosecuted . Yuri Orlov , Alexander Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharansk: 
have spent in jail already more than the maximum tim e allovre d for 
pre-trial i mprisonment by the Code of Criminal Procedure of the RSFSR . 
Thei r pre-trial - i mpris onment ~as been extende~ by special decrees of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR , but both the text and the nunbers of such 
decrees are secret . This extension is anti-constituional : t~e amendment 
of the Code of Criminal Frocedure in the case of single individuals 
violates the princi ple of all citizens ' equ ality before the law as 
proclaimed by art. 156 of the new constitution of the USSR. This is yet 
another proof that ,. the i nvestigation is -.being .conducted not to serve 
justice but to serve our re gi me. And t~is alre ady is a brutal violation 
of human rights . 

Thus , Yur i Orlov, Alexandr Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharanskiy 
have become the instruments of a political game: they are poli ti cal 
hostages. They have spent over a year in jail under very hard physical 
and moral conditions . 

Pre-trial imprisonment is particularly cruel because they are kept 
in isolation for many months , incommunicado, knowing nothing of their 
relatives, without any legal counsel and ass istance, under pressure from 
the investigators who freely use li es and bl ackmail to break their will . 
They are underfed, deprived of ~edical aid and live in very di fficul t 
conditions . All this is a shameless viol ation of the presurrp tion of 
inn ocen ce and it inevitably becoTies a means of absolutely unlawful 
pressure against a pers on under investi gation . 

.Inde:9endehtly. on the future verdict · of .the .cou:rt, ··every day__=- of 
:pre-trial imprisonment irr a Sovi-et jail already is severe punishment . 

We are friends , relatives and a cquai ntances of :!uri y Orlov , 
Alexander Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharanskiy and we re~uest that they be 
released from prison i mm ediately . 'Ne :feel absolutely · certain · that thei r 
fate will be of .th? greatest i mportanc~ not only to thos e close to them, 
but to all the citi zens of our country . 

February 1978 
I-.-Tos cow. 

91 signatures. 



To the Partici pants of t h e Eelgrade Conference for the Review 
of the Helsinki Accords I~plementation . 

We are close rel atives of Alexander Ginzburg, Yuri 0rlov and 
Ana t oliy Shcharanskiy . Ve a re a::,pe eling to you who re present 
international publi c opinion "b ec ause we a.re vrnrried and anxious 
about our dear ones ' f a te . 

We know t h at t h is problem has a lre ady been r a i s ed at the 
Belg rade confe rence . Th ere ~as b e en n o i mprovement , however ; 
on t he contr a r y , the period of pre-tri a l i mpri s onme nt has b een 
e x ten ded by further six months , in viol a tion of our own laws . 
Life in prison is no life a nyway , but in a d dition t o tha t our 
r el a tives are being subjected t o the tor ture of uncert a inty and 
arbitr 2.rine s s . 

Alex ander Ginz burg is a memb er of the Helsinki Wat ch group 
a nd the distr i butor for the Fund of help t o poli ti c al pris oner s 
and their f a r::iilies. He v1'as a r reste d on February 3, 1977. The 
legal term of pre - tri a l i mprisonment ended on November 3, 19l7. 

Yuriy 0r lov is a professor , h olds a do c tor 's de gr ee in ~ 
physics and mathematics, is a menberof the .Armeni2.n Ac ademy of 
Scien ce, and the leader of the Helsinki Watch group . He was arreste d 
on February 10 , 1977- The l egal period of pre-tri a l i mprisonment 
ended on November 10, 1977. 

Anstoliy_ Shchar anskiy is a mathematician, an a ctive member 
of the J.'.'~ovement for the Jewi sh Emi gr at ion wh o tried to obtain the 
permit to emi gr a te to . Isr a el since 1973. He is a membe r of the 
Helsinki \Vat chgroup. He was arrested on Ti/l ar ch 15, 1977. The legal 
period of pre-tri a l i mprisonment ended on December 15, 1977. 

These people never vio1 2.ted any Soviet 12.w. They called on 
the Soviet government t o ful f ill international obligations which 
it h a d fr eely accepted and they ask ed for the support of other 
signatories of the Helsinki accords . Such a cts are neither puni shable 
nor puni shed in any civili z ed country of the world. 

Even before their arre st they were being sys tematically_persecuted 
a nd ostentat i vely watche d by the KGB . Sl an de rous articles about _there 
were published by the offici a l press. Then c ame their arrest and 
c om plete i s ol a tion for 12 month s. An d already article 156 of the 
Soviet constitution has been violated with res ~ect to them. This 
arti cle states that all citi zen s are eq u a l b efore the law and the 
courts . But arti cle 97 of t h e Code of Crimina l Procedure , which 
limit~ t h e peri od of pre-trial i mpris onment to 9 months, no matter how 
l ong t h e inves tigati on may t2.ke , is not applied to Ginzburg, 0rlov and 
Shcharansky, who, therefore, are not eq_ual to all the remaining citi z ens 
of the country. And although officials keep t a lking about a myste r ious 
decree of the Su preme Soviet of the USSR extending the pre-tri a l 
investi g ation period, such an explanation is una cce pt able because an 
extension of t h e legal ti~ e of imprisonnent is equivalent to extra
judicial puni shment. It is well knovvn that the Suprerae Soviet has no 
judicial p o•sers. 

I mmediately after Ginzburg , 0rlov and Shcharans k y were arrested 
it be c ane obvious that the investigation was conducted unfe.i rly and 
unobjectively . They are all kept incommunicado, withou t counsel, and 
we kno'.'._v that wi t!_lesses are being_ QJ)_e stioned partially and under 
pressure. We know of many c a ses where witnesses have been threatened 
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with criminal prosecution if the y do not testify as ordered . Three 
'Ni tness e s in Ginzburg ' s case (V. Uzlov , L . Borodin end S . Pavlenkova) 
have been tried and sentenced for their refusal to testify as ordered . 
There are oth er cases v1here witnesses are tempted by r:; romises of an 
a_ artment or a good job; others, 'Nho have a pplied for emi gration from 
our country , are promised a s

4
eedy en i gration procedure if they do what 

the KGB asks t h em to . 

As to the que stion of defense counsel , again our own l a-:;s are 
being viol 2.ted . We c 2.nnot ret ain for their defense a 1 2.wyer of our 
choice t ecaus e the defense counsel for our relatives must have a 
s peci al authori zation from the KGB and enjoy the secret police ' s confi
denc e. V,'e have t ried in vain to retain Soviet l awyers t o defend our 
re l atives, buti::et with refus a ls vv'ith all sorts of explana tions and 
excuses . Shcharansky ' s relatives approache d 2 0 l awyers in vain; in 
Ginzburg ' s c ase , 15 l awyers refused to a s sis t him . Ttany l awyers s ay : 
this is not a legal case, it is political and therefore we won ' t be able 
to _help the defendant, but at the s ar::ie . time we will loose our jobs . And 
they rer:ind us of what hap~ ened to Ginzburg ' s l awyers (b a ck in 1 9 67-1968) 
:Boris Zolotukhin and TL Shtern-Aksel ' b ant , and o thers , who were puni shed , 
disbarred etc . 

It has thus become cle a r to us that even if we do find a Soviet 
l awyer , there is very little that he c a n a ctually do . Foreign l awyers 
h ave . agreed to defend our relatives and we have gratefully ac cepted 
their offers . 

S dw ard Bennett Willi am s (US ) has agreed t o defend Alexander Ginzburg 
John I: cDonald ( -reat Britain h a s agreed to defend Yury Orlov. Laurent 
Ra~paport ( France) has a greed to defend A. Shcharanskiy. 

Howe ver the KGB denies these forei gn lawyers any possibility to 
work on -the cases , without any explanation or justification of its 
denial . We have applied several times to the Prosecutor ' s Office and 
to the KGB in this connection and every tirr-e we were told that it is not 
fOSsible to have foreign lawyers defend our relatives . No explanation 
has been offered . We were simply told :" This is an official answer , you 
must believe us ''· But we cannot believe them . We have no reas on t o 
believe them . - --

The investigation is bi a sed . The peri od of pre - trial i mprisonment 
has been extended by six months in violation of all existing laws . 
ext, there will be a trial - just as partial and bi ased? 

In our opinion , all this is a blatant violation of l aws and 
contempt of human rights on the part of a stat e whi ch has signed the 
Helsinki ~accords and it c aEnot , therefore , be considered only this state 's 
internal affair . And thi s is ·why we are appealing to you , asking you 
to help stop reprisal against our dear ones , reprisal which is alre2.dy 
tak ing pl a c e n ow. 

January 17, 1 978 

Respectfully 

Alexander Ginzburg ' s wife - Irina Zholkovskaya 
Yuri Orlov ' s wife - Irina Valit ova 

Anatoly Shcharansky ' s brother - Leonid Shcharan
sky 

Opening day o f the se c ond session 
of the Bel grade conference. 
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Ms . Ludmil le. Thorne 
Executive Secretary 

March 2, 1978 

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Cormnittee 
301 East 49th Street , Apt . 6C 
New York , NY 10017 

Dear Ms. Thorne: 

I finally have your letter of February 17 in hand, and yould be happy 
to add my name to those who have already joined your Committee in 
Mr. Ginzburg's behalf . 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely , 

Alexander M. Schindler 



February 21, 1978 

I 
Ms . Ludmf lla '!home 
Executive Secretary 
Alexander Ginzbu~g Defense Committee 
301 E. 49th St . • Apt . 6C 
New YorJ(. New York 10017 

I 

Dear l'Js • Thorne: 
I 

Your ietter to Rabbi Schindler concerning the Alexander Ginzburg I 

Defense FPDl!littee reached our offices today, following the rabbi's departu~e for Israel . On his return 1n early March, I will bring {t to his attention. 

Please accept this explanation in his absence . I am 

Sincerely, 

¢1/t :;,~------------
Debbie Baruch! 
Secretary to the President 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
836 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

February 17 , 1978 

I am taking the liberty of writing you on behalf of the Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee, 
which is now being formed with the hope of helping this fine human being, who has been incar
cerated at Kaluga Prison for one year with no right to meet with members of his family, friends 
or legal counsel. 

• Prior to his arrest Ginzburg was both, a member of the Moscow Helsinki Watch Group and the 
executor of Alexander Solzhenitsyn's Russian Social Fund, which has provided material aid to 
hundreds of Soviet political prisoners of all religions and nationalities and their suffering fami 
lies. One might say that Alexander Ginzburg was arrested for performing acts of charity. 

Among those who have already joined the Committee are Mr. and Mrs. Solzhenitsyn, Mayor Koch, 
Roger Baldwin, Bayard Rustin, Simon Wiesenthal , Senators Moynihan and Jackson, Saul Bellow 
and a number of other outstanding American writers and publishers. 

We would be most pleased if you would also consent to be a part of this group. We plan to print 
Committee stationery and appeal to both, Western and Soviet leaders on Alexander Ginzburg's 
behalf. On February 3rd, the first anniversary of his arrest we sent telegrams to President 
Carter, Mr. Goldberg and President Brezhnev. 

Should you be able to join our Committee I know that Mrs. Solzhenitsyn will wish to follow up with 
a personal letter to you, expressing her appreciation. 

301 East 49th St. , Apt. 6C 
New York, N. Y. 10017 
Tel: (212) 826-6477 

Sincerely , 

/4t~G2Zt 7l0fi ,l1 

Ludmilla Thorne 
Executive -Secretary, 
Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee 
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