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[ MEMORANDUM |

From Al Vorspan Date 5/15/86
To ~ Fred Cohen
Copies \Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Subject NCSJ Dues

Somehow we're getting into trouble on our dues to umbrellas. Attached
is the National Conference on Soviet Jewry's complaint. Can we pay
it and get them off our back?

Thanks .

W
\ Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 FIFTH AVENLUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 248-0100



Morris B. Abram
Executive Direcior

Washingron [

lemy Goodman

SR OTe

i e

Williom D. Keyserling

May 13, 1986

Mr. Al Vorspan,

Vice President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021 i

Dear Al:

It was a pleasure speaking with you yesterday concerning the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations' 1986 dues. In re-
viewing my records more closely I have discovered that, indeed,
a partial payment of $2,000 was received in January 1986.

According to Rabbi Alexander Schindler's letter dated December
26, 1985 (copy enclosed), the total subvention was to have
been $3,500. Therefore, the outstanding balance at this point
is $1,500.

I'm glad I checked my files more carefully and apologize for
any confusion.

Thanking you for your assistance in facilitating the final
transfer of UAHC's 1986 dues, I remain

Sincerely,

Mli\!mm 1ifiger

Associate Director

H:fh
enclosure

A coalitian of forty four major national organizations and nearly three hundred local community councils and federalions
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RABB] ALENANDER M SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAX HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT B3E FIFTH AVENUE  MEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 [212) 248-0100

Tevet 14 5746
December 26, 1985

Mr. Morris B. Abram, Chairman
National Conference on Soviet Jewry
10 East 4Oth Street - Auite 907

New York, New York 10016

Dear Morris:

| have your December 19 letter in regard to funding requirements of

the NCSJ for 1386. Unfortunately, the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations works on a fiscal year which runs from July 1 to June 30.
There is nothing | can do at this time to adjust our subvention of
$3,500., which is the figure in our 1985-86 budget.

Needless to note, when we begin to develop the budget for 1986-87, |
will make certain that consideration will be given to your request
for a larger sum from the UAHC.

If the emergency becomes truly dire, Morris, please get back to me and

I will seek to gain some additional funds for the NCSJ from our contin-
gency line. | can't promise anything but | would try to be of help.

With warm regards, | am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Ms. Betty Golomb
Mr. Albert Vorspan
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations

PATROM OF HEBREW UMNION COLLEGE —JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES. UNIONUAHC

» TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
;;;-innig - Batty Golomb, Chairparson
0TPND
TP MmN
December 24, 1986
TO: UAHC BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FROM: BETTY GOLOMB; CHAIR
MACE 1EVIN; CO-CHATR.

RE: MEETING OF THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
DECEMBER. 7 :

At the UAHC Board meeting, Dec. 7, 1986, the Task Force
reported on the dire status of Soviet Jews and measures
that can be taken to help the situation. Emigration

has come to a stand-still and, without an easing of Soviet-
United States tensions, progress cammot be expected in the
near future.

Recognizing the present desperate plight of Soviet Jews,
the Task Force recommended that greater emphasis be placed
on travel by small groups. To sustain the morale of these
embattled Jews and assure them that the outside world has
not forgotten them, systematic and responsible visits must
be plarmed and made.

The following measures were recommended:

1. Work with the CCAR and Regional groups to
encourage rabbis to travel to the Soviet
Union on a regular and coordinated basis.

2. Help other Jewish professicnals such as
teachers, cantors, Hebrew specialists and
youth leaders to make trips.

3. Set up a system to find out who is plarming
personal or business trips from our congregations
and commmnities. Identify lawyers, doctors and
scientists who are going individually or with
associations and assist them to obtain proper
briefings on how best to wvisit Soviet Jews.

4. Encourage UAHC Board members to travel to the
Soviet Union and make visits.



Board of Trustees

The following resolution was approved:

"Recognizing the present plight of Soviet Jews and desiring
to maintain contact with them, the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations resolves that programs be established within
the Reform Movement to encourage increased travel to the
Soviet Union.

Further, to set the example of leadership, the Board of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations commits itself to at
least one trip anmually to the Soviet Union by a group of
UAHC Board members."

To implement the latter recommendation, the Task Force will make
the necessary arrangements for a trip in the near future. No more
than eight members of the Board can be included in any travel group.
Mearwhile, please notify us if you are going to the Soviet Union
and we will provide background and guidance on how to meet Soviet
Jews.
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Albert Vorspan

Rabbi David Saperstein

COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE MENDELEEVS

Please note the response from Kennedy's office which you may wish
to share with Belle Schwartz and the people who requested that |
contact Senator Kennedy,

| am also sharing the correspondence with David. Perhaps he can
bring it up at a future meeting with Kennedy or one of his staff
assistants so the matter recelves more than a mechanical answer and
more attention.

Thanks.



EDWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
July 23, 1986

Mr., Alexander M. Schindler
Office of the President
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Dear Mr. Schindler:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Medeleev family. My
office recently has been in touch with their relatives in the
United States and the Committee to Save the Mendeleevs. While
successful resolution of such cases is a long and difficult
process, I assure you that I will try to help.

I have always believed that effective human rights policies
must be a critical element of our overall relations with other
countries., I have strongly supported the full and scrupulous
implementation of the 1975 Helsinki Accords, which, as you know,
include far-reaching provisions for human rights and free
emigration. I believe that the United States must continue to do
everything possible to achieve further progress on human rights
despite increased tensions in East-West relations.

Throughout my Senate career, I have also maintained a deep
personal commitment to resolving humanitarian issues such as
emigration and divided families., During my recent visit to
Moscow in February, 1986, I had an opportunity to meet with the
top leadership as well as with representatives of divided
families and Refuseniks. As part of a continuing preocess, before
my visit I submitted lists of individuals who have been denied
permission to emigrate., Twenty-five of those individuals have
been given permission to leave the Soviet Union. This process
will continue and I have been given assurances at the highest
levels that other individuals will be given positive
consideration whenever possible under Soviet laws.

I believe that it is my responsibility to press the human
rights issue forcefully. I assure you that I will continue my
efforts on behalf of all those seeking the basic right to
emigrate freely, including the Mendeleev family. As positive
developments occur, I will keep you informed.

My thanks again for your letter, and my best wishes.

Sincerely,

5.

Edward M. dy



July 1, 1986
24 Sivan 5746

The Honorable Edward N. Kennedy
Senator from Massachusetts
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Senator:

While | am not back at my desk as yet, | am doing some work from home
and via the telephone. |'m feeling very much better and after a visit
with my cardiologist next week | expect to have a time table as to my
schedule for the coming months. Your care and concern during my i11-
ness meant a great deal to me and | am deeply grateful to you.

| am writing to you now to underscore the request of the Committee to
Save the Mendeleevs that you add this family to the 1ist of Refusniks
for whom you will next negotiate. Members of the Commtttee met with
gour aide, Christa Kuljlan, early in June to seek your intervention
for the Mendeleev family. Ms. Kuljian was open and positive in her
discussion with the group and requested specific information and mate-
teials on the family. You have undoubtedly reeeived these by now, as
well as further communications from your constituency. It Is my fond ho
hope you will do your utmost to assist this most worthy family in their
search for freedom.

With appreciation and with warm personal regards, | am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

P.S. | hope you received the wire | sent from Israel to express my
thanks for your good wiehes.

e égé &’%—%«7/’—'



" From the desk of
ALBERT VORSPAN

6/30/86

Edie,
In Schindler's absence, would you

please send a letter to Kennedy
regarding this issue (see attached)?

/

Thanks.
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March 18, 1986
7 Adar 11 5746

Morris B. Abram, Esq., Chairman
Jerry Goodman, Executive Director .

Hationa1 Conference on Sovi
Shite 507

New Tork New York 10315

Dear Morris & Jerry:

Please be advised that we have turned over the draft complaint
against Intourist to our counsel, David Saperstein, for review.
Just as soon as we have had his resppnse we will be in contact
as to the position of the Union.

David will, of course, contact you if he has any questions to
pose.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc; Rabbi David Saperstein
Albert Yorspan \Kﬁ

P
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry

Chairrnon
Morris B, Abrom

Execurive Dinecror
Jemy Goodman

Washington Representarive
Williarn D. Keyseding

March 11, 1986

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alexander:

You may recall that the National Conference on Soviet Jewry retained
counsel to prepare a lawsuit involving Intourist, the Soviet travel company,
in regard to the harassment of tourists in the Soviet Union. The suit is
based on misleading advertising and promotion by Intourist in this country.
The lawsuit, which was approved by our Executive Committee and Board
of Governors, is now ready for filing in New York State Supreme Court.

It is important that we are able to include every NCSJ member agency
in the complaint. Unanimous support from the Jewish community will
enhance the impact of the litigation both in the courts and the public
arena. Unanimous participation will also enhance the lawsuit's credibility.
Your participation could make the difference between success and failure.

Please read the enclosed draft complaint and respond in writing as to
whether or not yvou consent to inclusion in the lawsuit. The final draft
will differ from the enclosed draft in cosmetic ways only. If we do not
here from you within ten days time, Neil Afran who is coordinating the
litigation will call to determine whether you are satisfied with the complaint
and will participate.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,
m e g =
/
Morris B. Abram Jerry Goodman
Chairman Executive Director
MBA:JG/ag
Encl.:

cc: Albert Vorspan

A coalition of forly four major nafional organizations and nearly three hundred local communily councils and federations
Hational Office: 10 East 40th Sweet Suite Y07, Hew Yodk, HY, 10016 = (212) 579-0122/Caoble Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. = Telex: 237311 NCIJ

Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, MW, Washington, D.C. 20034 « (202) 265-8114
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CONFIDENTIAL -- ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
3456A DRAFT
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 3/T2/8
COUNTY OF NEW YORK

__________ T ] e e e e e e e

|
(.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY, an
unincorporated association, by its Chairman
Morris B. Abram, on behalf of its member
agencies,

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JEWISH FIGHTERS INC.,
CAMP INMATES AND NAZI VICTIMS, AMERICAN ISRAEL
PUBLIC AFFAIRES COMMITTEE, AMERICAN JEWISH
COMMITTEE, AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS, AMERICAN
MIZRACHI WOMEN, AMERICAN ZIONIST FEDERATION,
AMERICANE FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL, ANTI-
DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'"NAI B'RITH, B'NAI

B'RITH WOMEN, BNAI ZION, BRITH SHOLOM, CENTRAL Index No.
CONMFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, CONFERENCE OF
PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH
ORGANIZATIONS, COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS,
FREE SONS OF ISRAEL, HADASSAH, JEWISH LABOR
COMMITTEE, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, JEWISH WAR
VETERANS OF THE U.S5.A., LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE,
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL INC.,
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL, NATIONAL JEWISH
COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL, NATIONAL
JEWISH WELFARE BNRERD, MORTH AMERICAN JEWISH
YOUTH COUNCIL, PIONEER WOMEN, RABBINICAL
ASSEMBLY, RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA,
RELIGIOUS ZIONISLS OF AMERICA, STUDENT STRUGGLE
FOR SCVIET JEWRY, SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA,
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS, UNION
OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA,
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA, WOMEN'S AMERICAN
ORT, WORKMEN'S CIRCLE, WORLD ZIONIST
ORGANIZATION AMERICAN SECTION INC., ZIONIST
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA,

and John F. Steinbruck, John Porter, Katherine
Porter, Douglas K. Huneke, Sheldon Lewis, Harry
A. Roth, pavid A. Gorelik, Saranne Kosberg,
Gilbert J. Baker, Phyllis Pacheco, Blanche
Narby, Art Agnos, Meyer Magence, Barbara
Pfeffer, Robert shafton, William Altshul

and Lyle A. Fishman,

Plaintiffs,
—-against-
INTOURIST,

Defendant.




Plaintiffs, by their attorney, Teitelbaum & Hiller,

P.C., for their Complaint, allege as follows:

INTRODUCTION

11 This lawsuit charges the dgefendant, Intourist,
headguartered in Moscow, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
(*U.S.S.R."), through its affiliate agency located in New York,
New York ("Intourist New York®) with illegal, fraudulent andg
misleading promotional activities concerning the treatment of
American tourists in the U.S.5.R. in violation of Section 34%
of the General Business Law of New York. These illegal
activities include omitting significant information from
defendant's promotional material, particularly information
disclosing that certain categories of American tourists who
plan to visit with Soviet Jews run a high risk of being
subjected to strip and body cavity searches, interrogation,
confiscation of personal property, and explusion by agents of
the U.S.S.R. Moreover, these materials explicitly assert or
imply that tourists to the U.S.5.R. need not fear harassment by
Soviet officials when visiting with Soviet citizens. These
representations are false and misleading and are made for the
purpose of illegally inducing American tourists to visit the

U.S5.5.R.

2. While the U.5.5.R. may claim that its

mistreatment of Soviet Jews or American tourists concernea for



the human rights of Soviet Jews 1is imnune from the scrutiny ot
this Court, defendant cannot reasonably claim immunity for the
fraud and misrepresentations associated with its patently
commercial activities within the State of New York. Defendant,
like other commercial operations with offices in New York, is

subject to legislative regulation and judicial review.

PARTIES

The Plaintiffs

3. Plaintiff, National Conference on Soviet Jewry
(the *"Conference"), an unincorporated association with its
principal offices at 10 East 40th Street, New York County, New
York, brings this suit on behalf of its member agencies set
forth below and their respective individual members, through
the Chairman of the Conference, Morris EB. Abram: American
Federation of J¢ * :h Fighters, Camp Inmates and Nazi Victims,
dmerican Israel Public Affairs Committee, American Jewish
(ommittee, American Jewish Congress, American Mizrachi Women,
American Zionist Federation, Americans for Progressive Israel,
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, B'nai B'rith Wwomen,
Bnai Zion, Brith Sholom, Central Conference of American Rabbis,
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, Council of Jewish Federations, Free Sons of
Israel, Hadassah, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish National Fund,

Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., Labor Zionist Alliance,



National Committee for Labor Israel, Wational Council of Jewisn
Women, National Council of Young 1Israel, National Jewisn
Community Relations Advisory Council, National Jewish Welfare
Board, North American Jewish Youth Council Pioneer Wwomen,
Rabbinical Assembly, Rabbinical Council of America, Religious
Zionists of BAmerica, Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry,
Synagogue Council of America, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America, United Synagqogue o0f America, Women's American 0Ort,
Workmen's Circle, World Zionist Organization BAmerican Section,

and Zionist Organization of America.

4. A primary purpose of the Conference and each of
its member agencies is to help protect the human rights of
Soviet Jewry including the right to freely exercise one's
religion and the right to live peaceably in a country one
chooses and is welcome. In carring out this purpose the member
agencies of the Conference, through their officers and their
many thousands of members travel to the U.S5.5.R. and visit with

Soviet Jews.

5% Plaintiff, Pastor John F. Steinbruck, is a
resident of the District of Columbia. Steinbruck visited the
U.5.8S.R. in April 1980 on a tour arranged under the auspices of
Intourist New York. While in the U.S5.5.R., Pastor Steinbruck's

religious books and papers containing the names and addresses



of Soviet Jews were confiscated by agents of the U.S.S.R.
without his consent or justification. He was also interrogatea

by Soviet Authorities regarding his vists with Soviet Jews,

6. Plaintiffs Congressman John Porter and his wife,
Katherine Porter are residents of Evanston, Illinois, They
visited the U.S.S.R. in Aapril, 1982 on a tour arranged under
the auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S.S.R.,
they were threatened by Soviet authorities not to visit Soviet
Jews; and Katherine Porter was forcibly and without
justification strip-searched by agents of the U.,5.5.R. at

Leningrad Airport,

T Plaintiffs Minister Douglas K. Huneke and Rabbi
Sheldon Lewis are residents of Tiburon and Palo Alto,
California respectively. They visited the U.S5.5.R. from April
10-22, 1983 on a .ur arranged under the auspices of Intourist
New York. While in the U.5.5.R. plaintiffs visited
approximately 20 Soviet families, both Jewish and ChL:istian,
Plaintiffs were subjected to partial strip-searches, and Soviet
agents confiscated their Hebrew language books, notes, letters,
photographs, film, camera egquipment, Jewelry, clothing, food
and religious items without their consent or Jjustification.
Rabbi Lewis was fined §50.00 by Soviet authorities for bringing
the items into the U.S.S.R. In addition, Soviet authorities

arrested the plaintiffs in Odessa and charged them with



espionage and robbery. They were forcibly interviewea and
photographed for propoganda purposes, detained under house
arrest, denied permission to contact the American Embassy and
forced to sign documents written in Russian which they could
not understand and which were not translated for them. Huneke
and Lewis were never charged, tried, or convicted ana were

permitted to leave the U.S.S.R. on April 22, 1983.

8. Plaintiff Rabbi Harry A. Roth, is a resident of
Andover, Massachusetts., He visited the U.5.5.R. from July 18
to July 31, 1983 on a tour arranged under the auspices of
Intourist New York. While in the U.S5.5.R., plaintiff was taken
into custody by agents of the Soviet Union when he attempted to
visit a Soviet Jew 1is Kiev. Rabbi Roth was detained and
interrogated for several hours by Soviet agents who warned him
to refrain from visiting Soviet Jews and "meddling in internal
policy.®" Roth was followed by Soviet agents for the remainder

of his tour in Kiev, Odessa and Kharkov.

. Plaintiff Rabbi pavid A. Gorelik is a resident of
New York City. Rabbi Gorelik visited the U.S.S.R. from
February 16 to February 27, 1984 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S5.S.R., Rabbi
Gorelik was subjected to body-searches upon entering and
leaving the U.S.S.R. His kosher meat and personal notes were

confiscated by Soviet authorities without his consent and



without justification. He was subjected to surveillance ana
interrogation by U.S.S.R. authorities regaraing visits with

Soviet Jews,

10. Plaintiffs Saranne Kosberg and Gilbert J. Baker
are residents of Houston, Texas. They visited the U.S5.5.R.
from April 2 through april 7, 1984 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S5.S5.R., they
both were detained, strip-searched, and interrogated in
Leningrad Airport for approximately five hours and all of their
Jewish religious material and cassette tapes were confiscatea
without jJustification or compensation., While visiting a Soviet
Jewish family in Leningrad, plaintiffs were taken to a police
station and interrogated for approximately two and a half hours
about their wvisits with Soviet Jews and threatenea with

expulsion if the ontinued to visit Soviet Jews.

11. Plaintiffs Dr. Phyllis Pacheco and Mrs. Blanche
Narby are residents of Long Island, Hew York. They wvisited the
U.5.5.R. from July 22-August 5, 1984 on a tour arranged under
the auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S.5.R.,
plaintiffs had their personal notes and photographs confiscatea
without their consent and without justification. They were
interrogated for approximately five hours in a Leningraa police
station about visiting Soviet Jews., Ssoviet officials
threatened to expel plaintiffs from the U.S.S.R. 1if they

continued to visit Soviet Jews.




12, Plaintiff Assemblyman Art Agnos, 15 a resident of
San Francisco, california, He wvisited the U.S8.5.R. from
Movember 1B to Hovember 30, 1984 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S.8.R.,
plaintiff was forcibly detained, strip-searched, and
interrogated at Leningrad Airport about plaintiff's visits with
SﬂuiFt Jews, Assemblyman Agnos' cassette tapes and notes were
confiscated by the Soviet authorities without his consent or

Justification.

13. Plaintiff Meyer Magence, is an attorney and a
resident of Skokie, Illinois. He visited the U.S.S.R. from
January 2l-February 1, 1985 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S5.5.R., the
Soviet authorities <confiscated plaintiff's Hebrew books,
religious articles, personal letters, notes and film without
his consent and without Jjustification, Plaintiff was also
interrogated by the Soviet authorities about visiting Soviet

Jews,

14, Plaintiff Barbara Pfeffer, is a resident of New
York city, sShe visited the U.S5.S5.R, from September, 1985 to
some time in October, 1985 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.5.5.R.,
plaintiff was subjected to a body cavity search, interrogated

by Soviet authorities about visiting with Soviet Jews, and



finally expelled from the U.S.S.R. for wvisiting "“illegal
people” and "exchanging secrets". Both of these allegations

were untrue,

15. Plaintiff Robert Shafton, is an attorney and a
resident of Los Angeles, California. He visited the U.S.S.R.
from October 3 to October 13, 1985 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of Intourist New York. While in the U.S8.S5.R., Soviet
authorities confiscated without his consent or Jjustification
plaintiff's Sony tape recorder and ten tapes containing Bar

Mitzvah ceremonies,

16, Plaintiffs Rabbis William Altshul ana Lyle A&.
Fishman are residents of §Silver Spring and Chevy Chase,
Maryland, respectively. They visited the U.S5.5.R. from
November 11 to November 21, 1985 on a tour arranged under the
auspices of In rist MNew York. While in the U,S.5.R.,
plaintiffs were subjected to body-searches, U.5.5.R. Customs
Agents confiscated all of their Hebrew tapes, language books
and religious materials without their consent or
justification, In addition, U.S.S.R. agents interrogated

plaintiffs about their visits with Soviet Jews.

The Defendant

17. Upoa information and belief, defendant,
Intourist, is delegated the responsibility by the U.S.5.R. for,

among other things, overseeing and ccordinating travel from the



United States to the U.S.S5.R. Intourist is self-described as a
foreign company headquartered in Moscow, U.S.S.R. Intourist
conducts business throughout the United States through 1ts
offices located at 630 Fifth Avenue, New York County, New York,

commonly known as "Intourist New York.*"

18. Upon information and belief, Intourist New York
promotes travel tours and vacation packages from the United
States to the U.,S5,5.R. through travel agencies exclusively
authorized by Intourist New York to arrange travel tours to the
U.S.S.R. only these authorized travel agencies may sell

Intourist tours from the United States to the U.S5.5.R.

19. To further its promotional activities and to
attract tourism to the U.S.S5.R., defendant prepares and
promulgates to the general public through its authorized travel
agents literature and other materials purporting to inform

prospective travelers about tourism in the U.S.S.R.

INTQURIST'S ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES

20. Intourist's literature and other promotional
materials are designed to and otherwise create a false and
misleading impression that tourists to the U.S.S.R., including
plaintiffs, should have no fear of being subjectea to the

various forms of harassment mentioned in paragraphs 3 through

s [} e



15, above. For example, Intourist bprochures describe tourism

in the U.5.5.R. as follows:

(a) Foreign tcourists who come to the
U.5.5.R. have a broad range of interests.
They want to know, above all, how the Soviet
people live, what their present is like and
what their plans for the future are |[sic].
They visit . . . and . . . meet Soviet artists
and scientists, workers, collective farmers
and students in all the fifteen Union
Republics of the country.

A trip through the U.S.S8.R. gives them a
chance to see how the Soviet people exercise
their rights to work, rest and recreation,
medical care, education and housing,
guaranteed them by the Constitution of the
U.S.S5.R., and how they enjoy all the fruits of
culture,

(b) Visit the Soviet Union this year.
Choose your itinerary from among 15 Soviet

republics, each with fabulous ©places of
interest and picturesque natural scenic
wonders. Get a «close-up 1look at great
economic achievements ana exciting new
projects Visit great historical cultural

monumen = and get an insight into the arts and

culture of the people. It's a trip you'll

always remember!

21. Intourist's promotional activities constitute a
scheme to defraud the public, including plaintiffs, in
violation of Section 349 of the General Business Law of New
York. These promotional schemes are false and misleading ana
known by the hefendant to be false and misleading because they
fail to disclose that certain categories of tourists to the

U.5.S.R., such as persons who express an interest and concern

for Soviet Jewry, risk being subjected to various forms of



harassment, including confiscation of Hebrew books, other
religious materials and names and addresses of Soviet Jews,
strip-searches, body c;vity searches, surveillance, detainment
for gquestioning and interrogation concerning visits with Soviet

Jews, intimidation and, finally, expulsion from the U.S.S.R.

22. Intourist's promotional materials are
affirmatively false and misleading by stating explicitly or by
implication that tourists may visit Soviet citizens and learn
how they 1live without fear of harassment, intimidation and
humiliation. 1In fact, American tourists, including plaintiffs,
who chose to visit Soviet citizens who are Jewish run a high

risk that they will be mistreated by Soviet authorities.

23. By inducing United States citizens ana residents
to visit the U.S5.S.R. through 1Intourist New York and its
authorized travel agents throughout the ©United States,
Intourist engages in commercial activities within the United
States and the State and County of New York. Moreover,
Intourist's acts and practices in the United States and the
State and County of New York are related to commercial
activities in the U.5.5.R. in that, "Intourist runs an ever
growing tourist set-up which comprises modern comfortable
hotels, motels, camping sites, restaurants, bars, cafes, places
of entertainmgnt, motor fleets and . . . itineraries in more

than 145 Soviet cities."™ Accordingly, Intourist must conduct

- 12 =



its commercial tourist activities within the full disclosure
laws of the State of New York Jjust as any American tourist
company must when doing business in New York anada may not
insulate itself from regulation or liability by resort to any

foreign sovereign immunity laws of the United States.

24, EBEach of the individual plaintiffs has been
damaged as a result of defendant's vioclations of Section 34Y of
the General Business Law of New York. Each has been either
searched, stripped, interrogated, detainea, and/or expellea
while in the U.S.S.R. or has had personal property confiscated
by Soviet agents. Consegquently, each individual plaintiff's
visit to the U.S.S.R. was ruined because each was subjected to
physical and psychological abuse contrary to the representations

made by defendant,

25. The injuries suffered by the individual
plaintiffs were forseeable to defendant, as defendant knew or
should have known that American tourists who visit Soviet Jews

are singled out by Soviet agents for mistreatment.

26. Plaintiffs lack an adeguate remedy at law to
redress the wrongs sought to be remedied through this Court's
equitable jurisdiction. Unless plaintiffs are awarded

injunctive relief, they will continue to suffer irreparable

injury.



WHEREFORE, plaintiffs demand: (i) a declaratory
judgment that defendant has violated Section 349 of the General
Business Law of New York; (ii) preliminary and permanent
injunctions requiring defendant to disclose fully that certain
categories of tourists as described herein are likely to be
subjected to detainment, searches, interrogation and/or
confiscation of personal property, and forbidding defendant
from committing further wviolations of Section 349 of the
General Business Law of New York; (iii) $25,000 compensatory
damages and $25,000 punitive damages for each individual
plaintiff; (iv) costs and disbursements, including attorneys'
fees; and (v) such other and further relief as to this Court
seems just and proper.

Dated: New York, New York
February , 1986
TEITELBAUM & HILLER, PB.C.
260 Madison Avenue
Eighteenth Floor
New York, New York 10016
Tel.: (212) 213-1010

Attorney for Plaintiffs

= 1 =
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March 18, 1986
7 Adar 11 5746

Morris B. Abram, Esq., Chairman
Jerry Goodman, Executive Director

Hatiana] Conference on Sov
Shite 907

New ?ﬂrk New York 1Uﬂ1£

Dear Morris & Jerry:

Please be advised that we have turned over the draft complaint
against Intourist to our counsel, David Saperstein, for review.
Just as soon as we have had his resppnse we will be in contact
as to the position of the Union.

David will, of course, contact you if he has any questions to
pose.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc; Rabbi David Saperstein
Albert Vorspan kﬁ



2 September 11, 1985

Mr, Meyer Berger
South Sixthh& Bingham Sts.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203

Dear Meyer:

Thanks for your letter of the 6th, Let me assure all
of us of the UAHC continue to all we can in this very
critical area of concern.

For your interest, I enclose herewith a paper which 1
delivered on East-West Relations at a meeting of the
World Jewish Congress.

With warm regards and every good wish for a healthy,
happy and fulfilling New Year, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

Enel.




MEYER BERGER
SOUTH SIXTH AND BINGHAM STREETS
PITTEEURGH, PENMNSYLVAMNIA 185203

A12-431.7377

b o

September 6, 1985

Rabbi Alex Schindler 9 ( §
U.A.H.C. - YN
838 5th Avenue '
New York, New York 10021

Dar Rabbi:

In the light of the upcoming NJCRAC protest campaign I believe it would
be highly effective to get public statements, op-ed pieces etc., from
as many Jewish spokespeople as possible to establish that there is not
a monolithic view here vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. Support of quiet
diplomacy and a favorable reaction to the reported Gorbachev conditions
might soon bring renewed emigration.

Cordially,
Jj Z(i A
V?hyer Berger

MB/Tm



POST-GAZETTE: Fri., Aug. 30, 1985—] |

Perspectives
Meyer Berger '

-

‘Soviets may be ready to relax their position on Jewish emigration

The long-frozes flow of Jewish ' the Soviets beganthereleaseof Jews  the same time they are mounting a - * those released would go to Israel and — trade and credit comstraints so that  Sowiets.

emigration from the Sowviet Unicn, a5 part of am agreement that inclod-  structured mationwide asti-Sowiet  provided also that there wonld bean  the Jewish issoe will nol obstruct a There is now a Emely opportuzity
which was shut off with the failure of  ed trade concessions. But the Jack-  propa demosstration timed to  abatemeat of anti-Soviet gan-  possible US-Soviet accommodation.  for Israel and Jewish groups in the
confirmation of the SALT I treaty, soo-Wanik Amendmest, with incide with the prospective arrival  da in Israel and i the 'West. This There should also be aresponseon  United States o work bogether to
gives signs of being velnerable toa  the help of Jewish ing, de- bere of Soviet Foreign Minister theme also emerges in a leaked  the propaganda issue, which is cbwvi- Eﬂﬂmmﬂmhﬂ
wellcrafbed thaw. In talis with  stroyed the ity for Eduard Skevardnadze. report oo 2 meeling of the Esraeli  ously so importast fo the curment relations betwesn
American Jewish leaders, US. pro-  most states to the Eazch side declares that the other  and Soviet ambassadors in Soviet administration. The wolume the Soviet Unioa and Esrael, all of
detente and trade groups and Sowiet  Sewist Union. sidle must pestore its credibility by Of course, American Jews can  here should be turned down and 2 which would be belpiul im the context
government officials, the current *The Soviet Union released correcting its misdeeds, and thus the mshzemmﬂimp:we- more civil tone adopled, even in  of the wpcoming su sumamit
Sates is descrided in these ferms: 260,000 Jewish emigres in the 1970s,  impasse of recent years is perpetuat-  ment of the statws and treatmest of  terms of demoastrations. Why not 3 falks. This is the time for the Ameri-

American Jews charge that the 50,000 duri laticns for SALT  ed. Fortunately, . there are  their brothers in the Sowiet Unfon.  “timeforathaw™ campaign? Every- can Jewish commumity to take the
Soviet Union Bas: . IL But the Jewish community didnot ~ encouraging developments abroad.  But castigation cannot be a substi- O could then stand back and im due  lead.

® Cut off Jewish emigration respond and in 1979 it did nothing to ijhaij:p‘?g;‘haﬂ“ is reliably fute for results. Jewish leaders timeevaluabe the concrete response Meyer of Squirre! Hill is 2

o Harassed the large number of 3chieve US. Semate confirmation of  quoted as'stating that Jewish emi~ should state publicly that they favor  This would put the for  mermber of the bocud o the Malisnal

g : ag Ube treaty and cootinves to lead the  gration could reseme, prowided at least a temporary relazation of the next move clearly with the (onference on Soviet Jewry.

I -I; = i - =
» Contirecusly taken the line that Umt;fum o - _
iIlJmthwishdb:lh_ﬂFEﬂe » American Jewish leaders re
country kave done so, while they ceafly have been meeting with Sovi-
kave on hand a list of 2t Jeast 100,000 et represestatives trying lo reinstate
'ﬂm‘ y emigration expressing regrefls:
The Soviets' position: for their failure to respond to Soviet



. Thursday, March 21, 1985 IﬁEJerusa]em Post

Reagan reaffirms backing for Soviet Jews

- President Reagan vesterday reaf-
his support for Soviet Jewry during a White
House meeting with & delegation of Jewish leaders.

He promised, according to participants present during
the closed-doormeeting, to continue 1o raise the issue
during all high-level exchanpes with the Soviets.

Reagan also reportediy said he was anxious to meet
zrsunnli}' with the new Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-

WASHINGTON. -

Reagan received six rabbis and a lay leader. represent-
ing Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Judaism. They
bad come to Washington - together with over 200 other
rabbis - 1o participate in the Third Annual Congressional
Fast and Prayer Vigil for Soviet Jewry.

; Scores of congressmen nallied outside the Capirol
along with the rabbis to denounce Soviet treatment of
Jews and urge the Reagan IJm'n:rinilstrnnu:m to Eﬂ'p the

Page Two |

issue in the fo nt in dealing with Moscow, ;

The day-!n&n of events, co-sponsored by thet”
National Conference on-Soviet Jewry and the Syn ¢
Council of America. include . ing con-
gressmen and others. Israeli Ambassador Meir Rosenne
held a reception for the group at the embassy. |

The Jewish leaders thanked Reagan for the adminis-
tration’s efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry, while gt the
same time urging him 1o continue 1o raise the issue with'
the Soviet leadership. Reagan is said to have agreed. |

Rabbi Joseph Sternstein, vice-chairman of the confer-
ence, said: “We, who represent religious Jewry, will not
remain silent.”

He was joined in the meeting by Rabbis Alexander
Schindler. Louis Bernstein, i
Gunther Plaut. and Alexander
tive lay leader Marshall Wolke.

Shapiro and Conserva-



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE CVL
WASHINGTON / ¥

November 9, 1984

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler V4 Jf /
Union of American Hebrew Congresses k{y }H%’ y L.
— i{‘i

838§ 5th Avenue

New York, New York 10021
— |]_,f

Dear Rabbi Schindler: p

Thank you for your telegram of October 31 concerning ;

the recent arrests of Soviet Hebrew teachers

Aleksandr Kholmiansky, Yuliy Edelshtein, and Yacov Levin.

These indiwviduals, along with a number of other recently
arrested Jewish activists and refuseniks, are but the latest
victims of an ongoing Soviet campaign directed against Hebrew
teachers and other Jewish cultural activists. We share your
concern for their welfare and are closely monitoring their
cases.

We have consistently condemned the Soviet Government's
restrictions on Jewish emigration and its persecution of Jews
and members of other religious faiths. Such measures are
contrary to the human rights provisions of the Helsinki Final
Act. We have called upon the Soviets to comply with their
commitments in that agreement. In addition, we have made it
unequivocally clear in our bilateral exchanges with the Soviets
that their abuses of individual rights have a serious detrimental
effect on U.S5.-Soviet relations in general. 1In their recent
meetings with Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko, both
President Reagan and Secretary Shultz stressed our continuing
concern over Soviet human rights abuses.

Let me assure you that our concern for the rights and
welfare of these individuals, as well as for all other persecuted
peoples and individuals in the Soviet Union, will not flag. The
Soviets will never be left in any doubt as to the importance we
attach to these matters. I also would like to urge you to
regularly express your concerns to the Soviet Embassy in Washington
and to the Soviet leaders directly. It is essential that they
understand their repressive measures will always be in the public
eye. We are all painfully aware of the consequences of silence
in the face of oppression. If I may be of any further help to
you on this or any other matter, please do not hesitate to contact

me .
7ely;
e
liott Abrams

Assistant Secretary for Human Rights
and Humanitarian Affairs



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 6, 1984

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Thank you for your telegram of October 31 regarding
the plight of Alexandr Kholmyansky, Yuli Edelstein
and Yakov Levin.

As you know, President Reagan and Secretary Shultz
share your deep concern about Soviet treatment of
Jews wishing to emigrate from the Soviet Union. The
issue of religious freedom in the Soviet Union, as
well as the rights and welfare of those imprisoned
for their religious activities, remain matters of
fundamental concern to the United States Government.
The Administration has repeadtedly stressed that
these abuses, such as the one you shared in your
message, constitute a major negative factor in
United States-Soviet relations.

Both the President and Secretary Shultz raised

our human rights concerns with Foreign Minister
Gromyko. The Soviets can have no misunderstanding
of the importance we attach to these matters.

Thank you for sharing your concern with me.

Sincerely yours,

Mo

Marshall Breger
Special Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 5th Avenue

New York, New York 10021
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f National Conference on Soviet Jewry

Chairmon
Moris D, Abrom
Executive Director June 12, 1984

Jerry Goodman (/}_/
Rabbi Alexander Schindler f
Union of American Hebrew Congregations J(rﬂ ~
838 Fifth Avenue /
New York, New York 10021 -

Dear Alex:

This is to acknowledge receipt of 51,500 in membership dues for
1984 from Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per-
sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued
support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who
look to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a
partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult
challenges facing us in the year ahead.

El_a% Wishes,
|ln'
|

Aurris B. Abram
Chairman

MBA /ag

cc: Albert Vorspan

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations

Mational Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New Yok, MY, 10014 = (242) &79-0122/ Coble Address: AMCONSOV, NY, » Telex; 237311 NCSJ
Washington Office: 2027 Massochusetts Avenue. N.W.. Washington, D.C. 20036 » (202) 265-8114 .




\'} Union of American Hebrew Congregations

i
FATRON OF HEBREW UION COLLEGE - SEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION |
B8 FIFTH AVEMNLIE. MEW YORK. N ¥, 10021 (392} 2480100 CABLES LA

iy ﬁ?/( f S ' -

nnnt
Albert Vorspan
napnn
AR i December 14, 13982 WsPraskdant

A\

Rabbi Bernard Bloom

100 Academy Road oA o
Albany, New York 12208 : e
Dear Bert: 1§ T

I| ot
Alex felt very guilty that he took so long to respond o
to your letter of November 15, but, as you may know, [ i
he has been back and forth twice to Israel in the ' oy
last few weeks. He iz there now and asked me to ve- e e
ply for him. Rl e

Both of us are very sympathetic about the need to pro-
mote support for the Russian Jews who stay in the . |
Soviet Union. A a matter of fact, we ave now talk- !
ing about developing a mission of our own -- perhaps :

from the UAHC Board —- to look. into this question, as i 3
well as other questions you raised about the response £ :

of Soviet Jews to the particular context of liberal el
Judaism. [TE S RIS

We will want to discuss this with you in more detail l

when Alexr returns.

Mearwhile, warmest personal regards and a happy 1983.

Cc:lrc'_i%;‘lxl Ly,

K

: -
Albert Vorspan

AV:rh

m}.
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COMGREGATION BETH EMETH
OF THE CITY OF ALBANT
OHNE HUNDRED ACADEMY ROAD
ALBANYT, NEW TORK 12208

BERNARD H. BLOOM, 0. O

Ramm November 15, 1982

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
B3B8 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I recently returned from a mission to the Soviet linien, and T
would like to share a concern with you that T feel is extremely
important.

In Leningrad, T met with a Jacob Gorodetsky who has been one

of the people responsible for establishing a series of lectures
in Jewish history which have enjoyed a sizeable following among
Leningrad Jews. He expressed resentment of the kind of sup-
port of the Refuseniks represented by the mission Ron Weiss

and T were on, and challenged me as to the lack of support be-
ing provided for the great majority of Soviet .Jews who do not
plan to leave now, and may never leave.

His point was, of course, identical with that raised by the

late Nachum Goldman., and I am convinced that it requires our
urgent attention. Lecture series on Jewish History and Customs
conducted in Russian,and plays written and presented in Russian
are two obvious means of helping to provide Soviet Jewry with

a better sense of its own roots and identity. It also is ob-
vious that such programs which already are bheing conducted need
to be supported and expanded, and may evoke in many Russian Jews
some future decision to emmigrate to Israel where they can live
a fuller Jewish life.

Although several of the Refuseniks denigrated his position, and
insist that by the year 2,000 there will no longer be a Jewish

community in the U.5.5.R., I believe that certainly we, in the

Reform Movement, can empathize with the view Gorodetsky repre-

sents.

From what you know through your associations and contacts, what
currently is being done to promote this aspect of support for
Russian Jewry beyond the kind of Refusenik supoort that my mis-
sion entailed? Do you see a particular role that our Movement
should be playing either by itself or in cooperation with other
groups? 3Several people with whom I spoke indicated a desire to



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
November 15, 1982

- -

establish a Jewish identity other than an Orthodox or a Mation-
alistic one. Many people responded positively to what Ron and
I had to tell them about Liberal Judaism.

I will be interested in hearing what you have to say on this sub-
ject. T have chatted briefly with Alan and he concurs that there
is a job to be done here.

With every good wish,

BHB/k

copy: Mr. Alan V. Iselin



¥/ National Conference i ry

Chalfman
Mann
Vice-Chakpersons April 13, 1982

Oslas G. Goren, Los Angeles
Rabbl David Hill, Hational Counil @/
J

Donaidt Young lsael pabhi Alexander Schindler

Thelma C. Wolf, Hadassah : . w‘___,
Nan Wood, National Council of Jewish Women U(n:i;?'nﬁ of A;r;enr;an Hebrew \;
Treosurer gregations

Bobbile Abrams, Coundl of Jewlsh Federmtions 238 Fifth Avenue
Financial Secretary [NeW York, New York 10021
Maorgery Kohman, Women's Amedcan ORT

secewwy Dear Alex:
Robern B. Goldmann, New York Ciry

hm:?:ﬂmh&m': This is to acknowledge receipt of $ 1,500 in membership dues for 1981

Executive Director  £rOM Union of American Hebrew Congregations.
Jeny Goodman

Washington Representative On behalf of the Mational Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per-

p— mn“ C"m“ ":::: sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued
(in Addition to the Officery  SUPPOrt is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who

Lucille Brotman, Son Diege 100K to us for guidance. 1 know that with the strengthening of a
Robibi Davic Goidseln. New Oreon partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult
Lawrence Jackier, Derroit  Challenges facing us in the year ahead.
iumu;pm ui‘&“:'.ﬂm“
- ] i
Hebrew Congregations Please be advised that your 1982 membership dues request of $ 2,500
Richord Neiter. Lot Angeles still remains outstanding. | would appreciate you seeing to this matter
Mervin Riseman. Amedcan Jewish Committee  as soon as possible.
Herbert Rosenthal. Dollas
Rita Salberg. And-Defomation League

of M'nol Bfith B i
R yhed A est Wishes,

jumph Smukler, PhllndEthlu
Honcy Stelner. Derver |
Wil Stern, Jewish Labor Committee [

Workmen's Circle
Former Chairmen
Eugene Gold, New York Ciry
Lobel Kotz (deceased), Bnai e 1neodore R. Mann

Stanley H. Lowell. Amedcan .Fewlshtud'barm Chairman
Richard Maass, Amedcan Jewl:.h C tee

Malslen, *
United w Q:IAW TRM/ag

American Zionlst Federation :
lum I-iwcﬁmm* cc: Bobbie Abrams
. Wetnatatn, * Baticer Betty Golomb
* American Jewish Conference Jules Lippert
on Soviet Jewry
Ex-Officio

Marvin E. Fronkel, Notonal Lowyers
Committee for Soviet Jewry

Sol Goldsteln,

Washington Advisory Committee

Betry Golomb. Task Force on Education
and Culnse

Charlotte Jacobson,

Soviet Jewry Research Duneau

Dr. Seymour Lachman, Greater New York
Conference on Soﬂet lewery

Congressional Wives for Sm'let Jew
rl"
Bermard White,
Washington Advisory Committee

Mationagl Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 07, New York, N.Y. 10014 » {292 679-6122 / Coble Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. = Telex: 237341 NCS)
Washington Office: 2027 mossochusers Avenue, NW,, Washington, D.C. 20034 » (202) 265-8114 {ﬁ“



‘Next Year in Jerusalem'

In March and Agril, during interregation, the chief investigators warned me
that in the position | have taken during investigation, and held to here in court, |
would be threatened with execution by firing squad, or at least 15 years. If |
would agree to cooperate with the investigation for the purpose of destroying the
Jewish emigration movement, they promised me early freedom ond a quick
reunion with my wife.

Five years ago, | submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further
than ever from my dream. [t would seem to be cause for regret. Butitis absolutely
otherwise. | am happy. | am happy that | lived honesty, In peace with my
conscience. | never compromised my soul, even under the threat of death.

| om happy that | helped people. | am proud that | knew and worked with
such honest, brave and courageous péople as Sokharov, Orov, Ginzburg, who
are carrying on the traditions of the Russian intelligentsia. | am fortunate to have
been witness to the process of the liberation of Jews of the U.5.5.R.

| hope that the obsurd accusation against me and the entire Jewish
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my pecple. My near ones
and friiends know how | wanted to exchange octivity in the emigration movement
for o life with my wife. Avital, in Isroel,

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my pecple, have been
dispersed. But wherever they are, wherever Jews are found, every year they have
repeated, “Next year in Jerusalem.” Now, when | am further than ever from my
people, from Avital, facing many arduous years of imprisonment, | say, tuming to
my people, my Avital: Next year in Jerusalem. )

Now, | wrn to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined
sentence: to you | have nothing to say.

Anatoly B. Shcharansky
Moscow — July 14, 1978



National Conference on Soviet Jewry

Chairman
Theodore R, Mann
Vice-Chalrpersons
Oslas G. Goven. Los Angeles
Rabbl David Hill, National Councl June 11, 1982
of Young lsrael
Donald Lefton, Miami
Wan ook Notonat e &= o, Hodassch
' Teosurer 1eabbi Alexander Schindler

Bobbie Abrarms, Coundl of Jewish Federatons  Union of Armerican

Finoncial Secretay  Hebrew Congregations
Margery Kohrman, Women's Amercon ORT £38 Fifth Avenue

SeCreta
o R merﬁﬁw New York, New York 10021
1 CM - &
Mmﬁmﬁ; m-.grr::%" Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Executive Director
Jemy Goodman  This is to acknowledge receipt of $500 towards your agency membership

Woshington Representative  dyes for 1981 - 1982 from Union of American Hebrew Congregations.
David A. Hans

tn Adm,mrﬂf:mx On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per-
Lucille Brotman. San Diego  SONally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued
Rabbi Dﬂﬂﬁﬂfﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁrmm support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who
Lawrence Jackier, Devor look to us for guidance. 1 know that with the strengthening of a
Hichalas Lane, Pirs 4] : z FEEE
Jules Ligoert, Uniions GF Art H"““?m partnership dgveloped over the years, we will meet the difficult
Hebrew Congregations Challenges facing us in the year ahead.
Richard Melter, Los Angeles
Swart Roskos, O'nai B'rith ”
Mervin Riseman, American Jewish Commitee  Best Wishes,
Herbert Rosenthal, Dallos
Rita Salberg, Ant-Defomation L
of B'nai Brith
Herbern Setdow, New Hoven
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia
Will Stern lmnﬁngbsnr Comm Dlemeff
) Workmen's E:e;e Theodore R. Mann

Former Chairmen  Chairman *‘
Eugene Gold, New York Ci '
Lobel Katz,* (deceased), Dol Bith c/,d’ )—.
Stonley H. Lowell, Americon Jewlsh Congress BSL/ag ﬂ

Richard Moass, Amercan Ig'wlsh Committes
orge Malslen, *
United Synogogue of America CC: Betty Golomb
Rabbi lsrael Miller, * Jules Lippert
Amercan Zionist Federation
Robbl Herschel Schacter, *
Religious Zionists of America
H. Welnsteln, * Doston

* Amevican Jewish Conference

on Joviet Jewry

Ex-Officio

Marvin E. Frankel, National Lawyers

Committee for Soviet Jewny

R Cﬁoldsuh.
ashington Advisory Commilttes

Betty Golomb, Task Force on Education

and Culture

Chadotte Jacobson,

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau

Dr. Seymour Lachman, Greater New Tork

Conference on Soviet Jewny

.Iocqur;gn. K. Levine,

Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry
Bemard White

rd :
Washington Advisory Committee

National Office: 10 East 40th Sreer, Suite 907, New Yorlk, N.Y. 10016 » (212) 870-8122 / Cable Address AMCOMNEONV, N.Y. = Telex: 237341 NCSJ
Woshington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004 » (202) 265-8114 <Lion




Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler June 8, 1982
Fred Cohen

Please note the enclosed billing from the National Conference on Soviet
Jewry. 1 trust this agrees with our own records, By means of this memo
I am asking you to send a payment on our dues as soon as possible., If

we cannot manage the entire payment please at least make a partial payment,



June 8, 1982

Mrs. Betty Golomb
250 East 73 Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Betty:

Thank you for your letter of June 4, I truly regret that you have
been put in this position by the National Conference on SoviettJewry.
I suppose, we might even say that we of the Union have put you in
this position by not keeping up with our payments. However, Betty,
you do know that we have been having cash-flow problems. We do

our best to make some payment of these various subventions to
umbrella organizations but because of our situation we have been
unable to make good on our total commitment.

I have asked our accounting department to send some money at this
time and I assure you we will do our best to make payment to the
?ﬂt‘lnneﬂ Conference on Soviet Jewry with better regularity in the
uture.

Sthh appreciation for your understanding and with warmest regards,
am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



iy
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Betty Golomb

250 Fast 73 5t, - \ﬁ}:;f o
New York, N.Y. 10021 /E,\"'
June 4, 1982 kg:#wa

C

W

Dear Alex:

Please read the enclosed letter from Mark Heutlinger of the' h ~
National Conference on Soviet Jewry, addressed to me.
must answer this letter and I need your help. {h&kk\

In each of the past few years, as the UAHC representative g4 Jljﬁf
to the National Conference of Soviet Jewry, I have been (;)
asked by them to urge the Union to pay its overdue dues. fw}
Each year, I have been assured by the Union that the matter

would be taken care of. Now, to my great embarrassment, I ﬂf}f
discover that we are some $6,650 delinguent!

It is difficult for me to understand why, as a member

agency, we have neither met our relatively modest

obligation nor made it evident that we wished to make other 'f}jl
arrangements. The NCSJ has been a good tenant in our ' ‘
Washington Social Action Center. By paying its rent, it

makes it possible for us to carry out the cost of our own o
operations. I should think that common courtesy would

dictate a forthright position on our part. b“% L

I suppose that my contributions to the UAHC over the years b?i
could have taken care of this obligation. I have never,

however, earmarked my contributions. True, certain UAHC CjL{V“E"'
Soviet Jewry projects have been subsidized by me in the

past. But, I have always paid only indirect expenses and

never the specific NCSJ obligations of the Unicon. I assume

that this is the way you would prefer it.

As a member of the Board of the UAHC and as its Soviet
Jewry Task Force chairman, however, I am now in a most
difficult position. I urge you to please give me an
official answer to this letter.

Sincerely,
F "
—py
}#'." 5

-

Betty B. Golomb

Rabbi Alexander Schindler,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Ave.,

New York, N.¥. 10021
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry

May 26, 1982

Ms. Betty Golumb

Chairperson

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Task Force on Soviet Jewry

838 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10021

Dear Betty,

Pursuant to our conversation of today, the follow-
ing is a five year history of Union of American
Hebrew Congregations' constituent dues payments

to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry.

Year Amount Requested Amount Received Date Received

1978 $1650 $1500 May, 1978

1979 2500 1000 October, 1979
1980 2500 1000 September, 1981
1981 2500 1500 March, 1982
1982 2500 unpaid to date

Any help that you can provide would be greatly apprecia-
ted. If I can be of any further assistance in helping
resolve this situation, please let me know.

Thanking you in advance,

Sinﬁerely,

Mark Heutlinger
Associate Director

MH:kr
cc: Jules Lippert‘//

?En:" 'jjur ﬁ-.clwﬂei -

Houong! Office: 10 Eost 40th Street. Suite 907, New York, MY, 10044 = (212)479-6122 / Cable Addresws; AMCONSOV MY, » Telex; 227311 NCS

Washington Office: 2027 Mossochusetts Avenue, N.W_. Washington, D.C. 200346 » (202 265-8114
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‘Next Year in Jerusalem'’

In March and Aprl, during interrogation, the chief Investigators warned me
that in the position | have taken during investigation, and held to here in court, |
would be threatened with execution by firing squad, or at least 15 years. If |
would agree to cooperate with the investigation for the purpose of destroying the
Jewish emigration movement, they promised me early freedom and a quick
reunion with my wife.

: Five years ago, | submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further
than ever from my dream. [t would seem to be cause for regret. But itis absolutely
otherwise. | am happy. | am happy that | lived honestly, in peace with my
conscience:, 'never’ -::nmpmmlsed my soul, even under the threat of death.

| am happy that | helped people. | om proud that | knew and worked with
such honest, brave and courageous people as Sakharov, Orlov, Ginzburg, who
are carrying on the traditions of the Russian intelligentsia. | am fortunate to have
been witness to the process of the liberatlon of Jews of the U.5.5.R.

| hope that the absurd accusation against me and the entire Jewish
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my people. My near ones
and friends know how | wanted to exchange activity in the emigration movement
for a life with my wife, Avital, in lsrael.

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my people, have been
dispersed. But wherever they are, wherever Jews are found, every year they have
repeated, "Next year in Jerusolem.” Now, when | am further than ever from my
people, from Avital, facing many arduous years of imprisenment, | say, tuming to
my people, my Avital: Next year in Jerusalem.

Now. | tum to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined
sentence: to you | have nothing to say.,

Anataly B, Shcharansky
Moscow — July 14, 1978
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November, 1982 AP 1A

Dear Friend:

The Presidium of the World Conference on Soviet Jewry, in
response to the deteriorated’ situation of Jews in the Soviet Union,
has called for the convening of an International Conference on Soviet
Jewry in Jerusalem, March/14 - 16, 1983,

We will be looking to a large U.S. delegation for this critical
international demonstration of solidarity. We hope those of you
previously registered for the October Paris conference will join with
us now, together with many new registrants. Representation is being
sought from Jewish community leadership, the interreligious com-
munity, youth, lawyers and jurists, academicians and scientists.

Arrangements for a travel and accommodations package will
be available shortly, including touring possibilities in Israel. In the
meantime, we urge you to complete the enclosed form and return it
immediately.

We look forward to your participation. Soviet Jews are
counting on us. Let's not disappoint them!

Cordially,

ore R. Mann

irman

TRM/JS:ag

Encl.

A coalition of farty major national organizations and over two hundred focal community councils and federations

Notionol Office: 10 East 40th Sreet. Suite 907, New Yok, N.Y. 10016 = (212) 479-6122/Coble Address: AMCONSOW, N.Y. & Tebex: 237341 NCY

Washingon Office: 2027 Mossachusers Avenue, N.W ., Washington, D.C. 20034 » (202) 265-8114



! " .
THIRD INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE

ON SOVIET JEWRY

YES! 1 (we) are interested in leamning about plans for the Third
Intemational Conference on Soviet Jewry, March 14 - 16, 1983, in
Jerusalem. Please keep me (us) informed of all arrangements.

Namef(s)
(PLEASE PRINT)
Address
City State Zip

Organization/Community affiliation

Telephone Numbers ( ) Day
( ) Evening

Please complete and return this form IMMEDIATELY to:

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
10 East 40th Street Suite 907
New York, New York 10016
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Rabbi Alexander Shindler
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

May 19, 1962

Dear Rabbi Shindler:

I appreciated speaking with you last week about
Reverend Billy Graham and his comments on religious
freedom in the Soviet Union. There has been some
critical commentary on his remarks and Reverend Graham
has said that he may have been misinterpreted.

I hope that the UAHC will be in touch with Reverend
Graham about his inaccuracies regarding religious freedom
for both Jews and non-Jews in the Soviet Union. I feel
it is extremely important not to let his remarks go
unnoticed.

Sincerely,

Badeny [Biemn

Bailey Barron
Co=Chairwoman of Action
for Soviet Jewry

BB/bp

cec:

Rabbi Paul Menltoff
Rabbi Cary Yales

Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Rabbi Daniel Lee Kaplan
Rabbi Neil Kominsky

(617) 8932331 Member: Union of Councils for Sovier Jews



Soviet police
Fastern Orthodox rites

MOSCOW (AP)—Soviet police
stopped hundreds of worshippers—
mastly yOunRy propla—from attending
Hussinn Faster services Sunday bul
thousands of others {locked Lo cemeter-
{es to devorate family graves with bread
gnd roses and painted eggs.

The Orthodox Easter falls a week
fater than that of the Roman Catholic

& Rucsian tradition, despite official Sovi-
et opposition to rellgious belief, both as
o spiritual celehration and a demonstra-
tion of coutinuity with the noN-COMMmU-
nist prast. ;

UNIFORMED and plainclothes Soviet
police et up karricades around most of
the mora than 40 Russian OrthodoX
churches In  boscu. They allowed
older people inside but Dlocked the
younger generation from altencing all-

i

PATRIARCH PIMEN conducting Russion Orthodox Easter service
Sunday in Moscow: Older people were allowed inside, but police

pight services.
“I'm a believer, s0 1 80 to church

every Sunday,” one elderly woman said.”

“gut people. oll kinds and ages, enjoy
watching: the Eoster ceromeny hecause
It i5 50 peauntiful.” .

About 200 young and middle-aged
people gathered around barricades out-
<ide one of Moscow's smaller churches,
the 18th century Church' of the Dorml-
tion of the Potters. Several young peo-
ple, carrying umbrelias to ward off a
cold drizzle, softly sang gecompaniment
to & puitad.

Pliinctothes police at first stopped an
American repotter from approaching the
church but motioned him past when
they realized he was i foreigner. .

Gne man in his 40s arzudd with
who stopped him at the barricade.'A
unitormed oificer told him the bullding

 Chicago Sun-Times, Mon

hbd: of worshippers—mostly
ing services in the faith's 40 city churches. (AF)

‘block worshippers

“off limits’ to young

WO

young—from attend-

was full, and recommended that he
address his complainis to the city gov-
ernment. 3

"Orthodox Easter services Jast oo
midnight uatil dawn and inelydid elapo-
yate choral srrangements. -

DELIEVERS sradicionaily hreak. the
Lenten fast with an Easter mornitg
preakfast of “kulich,” an Easter brend.
and “pashka,” a cheese dessert, brfore
visiting family Braves.

Tens of thousands of people stovamed
into - Moscow's Vagankovskoye cenies
tery, one of the largest in the pativn.
Saveral dozen peddlers lined the sireel
gutside the cemetery wealls, setling [resh
and plastic [OWETS-

Hardly & grave in the 12h-acre cmes
tery was not decorated with fresh tlow-

ars, painted eges and crumbled Easter

brepad.

day, April 19,19

THE NATIONAL INTE

RRELIGIOUS TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY

v1an7 SOUTH WABASH AVENUE §221
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Twelve-year-old Igor Medvedovsky sits and watchaa as his 101 Soviet Je.ws received their pemanenbremdant “green”

_ micaguLTﬁbtm. Tuesday, April 13, 1982

_ Sec'_hun 1 i' =

r.'mtu by Wekam Yaies

elders take an oath Monday in a Loop Dmce huﬂdmg where ca:ds 'Imm .5 Imm:gratiun offi cnals.

i
¥

Russum Jews mark new exodus

By Eileen Ogintz

. 'TWELVE-YEAR-OLD Igor Medvedovsky
used to get so angry at the children who
tounted him for being Jewish that he regu-
larly got into [istfights,

That was in Leningrad, where Igor was

borp and lived until the Medvedovskys
emigrated to the United States two years .

“Here nobody laughs at me for being a

Jew " Ipar zaid Monday. “1 don't have to
fizht anybedy anymoie.”
~ "1 can hold my head up here,"” added
?mua Medvedovsky, 14. "I'm pmud to be a
ew

FOR THE I#I-edvtdmlcys who now lhre in_

Rogers Park, and 101 other Soviet Jews,
their new-found religions freedom took on a
special historical significance Monday when
they were given temporary green cards—
until the permanent ones can be processed—
that state they are permanent remdent.s- of
the Uniied States.

These modern-day Jews-mr.h;dmg en-

gmeers factory workérs, computer techni-
cians, hairdressers and young children—felt
as if they were repeating biblical history
when Moses led the Jewish slaves out of
Egypt' into freedom, into the desert and
toward the Promised Land.

That journey, which {ocok 40 years, is
commemorated by the holiday Passover,
being celebrated this week. On Monday
morning in a Loop office building, these

" Soviet Jews celebrated their voyage to a

free country as US. immigration officials
interviswed them, tock their [ingerprints
and gave them the coveted green cards that

are invaluable in finding employment and
mark the first step toward citizenship.

“I've been waiting for this for a lung
time,”" sald Zhanna Bobrod, 41, who
emigrated with her husband, daughter and
son from Kiev in 1979 and! now lives in

* Rogers Park. “I'm thankful."!

“PASSOVER celebrates freedom, and
that's what we're doing here today,” said

. Joel Botfeld, a spokesman for the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society, the interpational
; . | i

migration agency for l:h& P.mzncan Jewish

Community.

“It was not easy to leave the countty
where you were born and come here and
start anew,” Botfeld told the-group,

Botfeld noted that in the last month only
260 Jews, the lowest number in 15 vears,
have been permitted to Iaaua the Soviet
Union.

“I'm so glad ,we're here,” said Igor's =

mother, Bronya, a bookkeeper. “Here my
children can do what they want and study
wyplial you want. And just he-r.g abua b 0 o
synagogue is very good.”

- She was sitting next to her 72-year-old
mother-in-law, Paula Medvedovsky, who
hadn't been permitted to celebrate Passover

in more than 50 years until the I&mnl_-.rs_

arrhriﬁ in the U.5.

The elderly woman's eyes welled with
tears as her daughter-in-law asked her in ~

Russian what it means to become a perma-
nent 1.5, resident. “It makes me very, very
happy,” she said softly in Russian. “It
makes me very happy to celebrate Passover

again." | _ :

The National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry

1307 Scuth Wabash Avenue,

#221 --— Chi

cagoe, Il. 60605

B i s




March 1, 1982

Mathan H, Sauberman, P.E.
12921 Pt., Pleasant Drive
Fajrfax, VA 22033

Dear Hr., Sauberman:

In response to vour letter of February 24, I can tell vou that to the
best of my knowledge the Union of Counciis for Soviet Jews 15 an
authentic organization, OQur UAHC representatives in the cause of
Soviet Jews do not, however, work through this group. Me are affiliat-
ed with the National Confarence on Soviet Jewrvy,

There are some prominent names listed on tha letterhead of the UCSJ

and while I would not nlace this qroup in a catagory with the JOL, I

do believe thay are more aggressive in approach than s the NCSJ,

1 regret that I cannot provide any additional Tnformation and trust
this letter will be of help.

With all good wishes, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

Encl.



NEW YOQRK LiC MATHAN H. SAUBERMAN, P.E.
NG. 38627 12921 PT. PLEASANT DRIVE |

' FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 2203 %

VIRGIMIA LIC.

NC. 3134 703-968-5938

February 24, 1982

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New Yﬂrk; N.Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Your past kKindness and consideration encourage me to
bring to your attention a matter of concern. I am very
puzzled and disturbed by the enclosed letter, received this
date. Ostensibly it claims to enlist widespread support for
Jews living in the Soviet Union. However, the message it
conveys somehow seems spurious. Could you please advise me
regarding the authenticity of this UCSJ organization which
is conducting a campaigq,purpnrtedly in behalf of fellow
Jews, allegedly being sorely mistreated? I am, of course,
aware that enemies of my people leave no stone unturned in
finding ways to do us harm. Can you provide me with some
information regarding the UCSJ? Is it just another version
of the notorious Jewish Defense League? Needless to say,
your advice in this matter will be most appreciated.

I take this opportunity to convey my best wishes for a
"Kesiva V'Chasima Tova".

Sincerely yours,

Salptou timan

Nathan Sauberman
[Retired]



Edith J. Miller January 20, 1982

Fred Cohen

Please let me have as soon as possible a check for $50,.00 made
payeble to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. This is
for a dinner reservation for Rabbi Schindler for Wednesday,

January 27.

Thank you.



% National Conference onSovietJewry

Theudomn Munn =

Oslas G, C-mrm. Los Angeles
Rabbi David Hill, National Council

ThelaoRig Lefton, Mom! - September 16, 1981

Han Wood, Natonal Coundl of lewish Waomen
Treaswrer  Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Bobble Abrams, Council of Jewish Federtons  (Jnjon of American Hebrew Congregations

N WM% 838 Fifth Avenue

Mamtn : secerory  1New York, New York 10021
Roben B. Goldmann, New York City

Immediote Post Chairman  Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Burton 5. Levinson, Los Angeles

Executive Director

Jerry Goodman

Washington sentathve

David A. Hans )

Executive Commitee  On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would per-

(In Addition to the Offices)  sonally like to thank your agency for its cooperation. Your continued

Robbl Do e orounan, San g2 support is important to us, and appreciated by Jews in the USSR who

Nell Greenboum, Chicago 100k to us for guidance. I know that with the strengthening of a
Michotos Lone. Pisurgy  Partnership developed over the years, we will meet the difficult
Jules Ligpen, Union of American  Challenges facing us in the year ahead.
Hebrew Congregations
Richard Nelte. Los Angeles
Stuort Raskos, B'nal Best Wishes,
Maervin Riseman, Arrmicm Jewish Com-rutm

- erbert Rosenthal. Dalia
o Salbe .i.nl:! Defomation L
o of Bmﬁgn £
Herben Sedow, New Hoven
Joseph Sm.ﬂ-:l;f Philodelphia g

Mancy Stelner, Denver
WIll Steen, Jewish Labar Committee/  1heodore R. Mann

Weodkmen's Grde  Chairman
Former Chaimen
Evgene Gold, New York Ciry

Label Katz.* (deceased), Bnai Brith  BSL/ag
Stanley H. Lowell, Amedcan Jewish Congress
s A T Betty Golomb
Ma ' cc: it alom
Unived e of Americo ¥

Rabbi israel Miller, *
Amercan Zionist Federation
Rabbl Hemschel Schacted, *
jous Zionists of America
Lewis H. Weinateln,* Doston

* Amercan Jewish Conference

on Soviet Jewry

Ex-Officio

Marvin E. Fronkel, National Lowyers
Committee for Sovier Jewry

Sol Goldstein,

Washington Advisory Committee

Betry Golomb, Task Force on Education
and Culture

This is to acknowledge receipt of $1,000 in membership dues for 1980
from Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

D+. Seymour Lochman, Greare: New York
Conference on Soviet Jewry

locqueline K. Levine,

Congressional Wives for Soviet lewry
Barnard White,

Washington Advisory Committee

National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite $07. New York, N.Y. 10014 » (212) 679-6122 / Cable Addiess: AMCONSOV, N.Y. = Telex: 237311 NC3
Washington Otfice: 2027 Massachusens Avenue, N.W., Washington. D.C. 20036 = (202) 265-8114 ..{ﬂ._.,,



‘Next Year in Jerusalem'

In March and April, during interrogation, the chief investigators warned me
that in the position | have taken during investigation, and held to here in court, |
would be threatened with execution by firing squad. or at least 15 years. If |
would agree to cooperate with the investigotion for the purpose of destroying the
Jewish emigration movement. they promised me early freedom and a quick
reunion with my wife.

Five years ago, | submitted my application for exit to Israel. Now I'm further
than ever from my dream. It would seem 1o be cause for regret. But it is absolutely
otherwise. | am happy. | am happy that | lived honestly, In peace with my
conscience. | never compromised my soul, even under the threat of death.

l-am hoppy that | helped people. | om proud that | knew and worked with
such honest, brave and courageous people as Sakharav, Orloy, Ginzburg, who
are corfrying on the rraditions of the Russian intelligentsio. am fortunate to have
been witness to the process of the liberation of Jews of the U.5.5.R.

| hope that the absurd accusation against me and the entire Jewish
emigration movement will not hinder the liberation of my people. My near ones
and friends know how | wanted to exchange activity In the emigration movement
for a life with my wife, Avital, in Israel.

For more than 2,000 years the Jewish people, my people, have been
dispersed, But wherever they are, wherever lews are found, every year they have
repeated, "'Next year in Jerusalem.” Now, when | am further than ever from my
people, from Avital, facing rnany arduous years of imprisonment, | say, tumning to
my people, my Avital: Next year In Jerusalem.

Now, | turn to you, the court, who were required to confirm a predetermined
sentence: to you | have nothing 1o say.

Anatoly B. Shcharansky
Moscow — July 14, 1978



March 6, 1981

Mr. Leonard Rubin
Jewish Welfore Board
1% East 26 Street
New York, H.Y. 10010

Dear Mr. Rubin:

I have your letter of WMarch 2 together with the questfonnafire
for your survey on the acculturatfon of Soviet Jewish fmmf-
grants.

OQur Soviet Jewry program 1s direeted by Mrs. Betty Golomb,
I am therefore teking the liberty of forwarding your letter
and the questfonnaire te her. She will, of covrse, be con-
tacting you directly in this recard.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Mrs. Betty CGolomb
Mr. Albert Vorspan
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

790 MADISON AVENUE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 e (212) 734-7166

Office of the Executive Vice President

October 13, 1980

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler y
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

That was a wonderful thing you did going to Paris and I trust that the
response was commensurate with the gesture and the effort.

I am writing to remind you of your intention to ask the Memorial Founda-
tion for Jewish Culture for a $50,000 grant to publish the book for
Russian Jews in America which Bernie Martin is preparing. Betty Golomb,
Bernie Martin, Elliot Stevens and I had an excellent meeting a couple of
weeks ago at which time we decided to go ahead with the project if the
funding can be provided. You and I, by the way, had estimated a cost
figure of §70,000, but we were $20,000 off because we were talking about
a 20,000 copy printing, and we have decided that 10,000 copies will be
guite enough, at least for a first printing. The difference between the
two, in terms of cost runs, is minimal. Our horseback estimate was right
on the button, except for our estimate of the number of copies needed in
the first instance.

I know that you will need a detailed submission,and we will have that ready
soon, but I do not think it would be a waste of time for you to put out
"feelers" at this time.

We look forward to hearing from you as scon as you can find the time to
make a call or however you see fit to make the first probe.

All good wishes.

Shalom,

Rabbi Jeseph B. Glaser
.llu

é;

JBG/s ;
Rabbi Jordan

OFFICERS cc: Rabbi Bernard Martin, Rabbi Elliot S. Stevens, Mrs. Betty Golomb, Pearlson
Jwtemas AL Maliria, Priaedent Moy Halior, Trosturer Efliof L Strenne. Admerisingive Secrofary
Dardiay. CT Barvarly Hela. CA Movw Yok, NY
HMorman E. Schasinan, Vice Frogdent Fabian J Mare, Recondmg Sacrmary Swiney L Fngnar. Exscutse Voo Progidont Emantug
Chacage, IL Hisghland Park. IL Mew Yark NY
Jomeph B Gigser, Evecutive Yior Presdent Sytvan O Schwartoman, Foancial Secrstary Jasob A Marcus, Honoeary Prosicent

Bldwy Yok, WY

Gincirnal, Ciea
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Rabbi Bernard Martin txgﬁJ I
2593 Dysart Road L Lﬁﬁf%:;_ e
University Heights, OH 44118 L’*f UEL

Dear Bernie: b

I'm glad you're going to be here the week of the 2%th, during which I
am relatively free except For the 29th itself when we have a UARC
Executive Committee meeting. I want to discuss with vou some financial
problems that have ar;sen with regard to the Soviet Jewry project.

With the translation fee and the probable cost for such a necessarily
limited run amounting to perhaps $2.00 a book, Alex and I, who have met
and discussed the matter, see a cost at the beginning of approximately
§70,000. The Unien is in no shape to put up half of that and such an
amount would be beyond the Conference's purview. What Alex and I are
presently doing is contacting sources which we think would be most
appropriate to ask for funding.

Hopefully, wa'll both have some tentative responses by the time you get
here and we will be able to go into more detail at that time as well,

All of this is not to say that we still don't want to push it through but
we are obviously going to have to get some outside funding in order to
help do so. Production costs are enormous these days and, it does look
as though we're probably going to have to be giving the book away in most
cases, unless we can find funding at the other end, which is not too
likely and is an awful chore.

I'11 see you in a few weeks. In the meantime, warmest good wishes.

|
Shalom, |

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser
JBG /s
cc: Rabbis Alexander Schindler, Elliot Stevens, Rglph Kingsley, Jordan
Pearlson, Ms. Betty Golumb

CFFICERS

souren A Moo Piessiond By 7 B I iy Emol L Skvens Adersnesiraboar Secntany
Danbury. TT Birairi by bl O& Pestey Yok MY
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MEMORANDUM

Date September 4, 1980

Betty Golomb

To

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Copy for information of

Subject

I am thrilled with Bernard Martin's proposal. It is the right material
to have at this time and his outline sounds excellent.

I spoke to Rabbis Glaser and Kingsley; both were in favor of the project.

My only concern is to make sure that this publication will meet the pecu-
liar needs of the Soviet emigrés. I know that Rabbi Martin is a fine =
scholar we will be proud to have write this significant book.

Although he suggests that Rashinsky (sp?) do the translation (some thing
that would please any rabbinic student), it is simplistic to view the
proper approach only as a linguistic one. However sound are Martin's
credentials as a religious authority on Judaism, the book must be more
than an intellectual presentation designed to appeal to the educated
Russian. This immigrant group has been trained in commmism, for the
most part hostile to religion and unfamiliar with liberal experiences
basic to an understanding of Reform Judaism. Without extensive research
into the particular views of these immigrants, and without personally
consulting and querying the emigres affected, the book will not reach
its audience and will fail to inform and attract this valuable group to
Judaism,

I do hope we can act on this suggestion immediately. Please let me know
what I can do to help.

Happy New Year!



August 28, 1980

Rabb{i Bernard Martin

Abba Hillel S1lver Professor
of Jewish Studies

Case Western Reserve University

Cleveland, Ohic 44106

Deay Bernfe:

Your letter of August 20 reached my office today, as did Joe Glaser's
Tetter of August 26 on the same subject., The Post Office evidently
gives far bettar service to 790 Madison than 838 Fifth!

As Joe suggests, I am sharing your letter with Betty Golumb, who chairs
our Task Force on Soviet Jewry. If she has not 2lready done so, she
i1 discuss your proposal with Ralph Kingley, Chairean of the CCAR's
Comnittee on Soviet Jewry. Once Joe and I hear from Betty and Ralph
we'll discuss the project and be in contact with you.

¥1th u?mut regards from house to house and best wishes for the New
ear, am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Ms. Betty Golumb
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser
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DFFICERS:

Office of the Executive Vice President &

August 26, 1980

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I have my copy of Bernie Martin's letter to you about a textboock for
Soviet Jews in America and in happening to talk to him on the telephone
on another matter, informed him that the matter is now being considered
by our Committee on Soviet Jewry, chaired by Ralph Kingsley, and wour
Task Force on Soviet Jewry, headed by Betty Golumb. At least it was
refarred to them and I think thew have had some contact.

Bernie's offer to write the book should move the timetable up literally
by years. I am sending my copy of the correspondence to Ralph and sug-
gest you give yours to Betty. When we see what they come up with, you
and I have to get together to talk about the production aspect of it.

Please know that we here at the CCAR are in complete agreement with
Bernie on the matter of a liturgy, but that is a separate subject.

All good wishes.

Shalom;

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser
JBG/s

cc: Rabbis Bernard Martin, Herman Schaalman, Ralph Kingley, Elliot Stevens,
Jordan Pearlson

Jptvrnes AL Mahna Proacden! Mhryod Habor, Troaturor Elliof L Stivard, Acmidinabve Secnifary
Darkmey CT Barvarty Hiln, CA MNew Yo MY

Herman £ Schaaiman Vice Sypaeimnd Fobar J Mamn, Racarimng Secretan ey L. Mogne:. Exscuive Vice Prosden Emenius
Chicaga, iL Fiaghland Park. iL Mow York, MY

Josoph B Glasar. Evecubvd Wion Pragageal Bytvin D Schewarirman Financa Sacnehny iacob . Marcis, Soncnwy Pkl

Mew Yok, WY

Cincirnay, Do
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August 20, 1980

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

The story I read last night in the September issue of Reform
Judaism about Victor Rashkovsky, the rhirty-eight year old Rus-
sian Jew who has entered the Hebrew Union College, brought to the
surface an idea that has been floating around in my subconscious
for some time.

I have been disturbed by the fact that our Orthodox brethren,
particularly the Lubavitch Hasidim, have been most active (if
Cleveland is typical of the situation nationally) in working to
attract the Russian immigrants to Judaism. I have been even
more distressed by the fact that many of the more intelligent
immigrants (the doctors, the lawyers, the engineers, the artists,
the former university professors) are repelled by the simplistic
and Neanderthal teachings of Chabad and, believing that is what
Judaism really is, proceed to discard it all as rubbish.

Like Rashkovsky, I am convinced that Reform Judaism, properly
presented, would be quite attractive to many of the more intel-
lectual Russians. However, I do not think that it is at all
sufficient simply to develop a Reform Hebrew-Russian prayer-
book, as Rashkovsky is allegedly doing, or to publish a Friday
night service in Russian, Hebrew and English, as the UAHC has
done.

1 believe that a significant purpose would be served through
the publication by the Union of a bilingual book (English and
Russian on facing pages) entitled something like Reform Judaism:
Its History, Beliefs, Practices, Values and Institutions. I
enclose a tentative table of content for the book that I have
in mind.

Bernard Martin
Abba Hillel Silver Professor of Jewish Studies

A

i-"'L
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Rabbki Alexander Schindler - Page 2.

The book, in my judgment, ought to be writtem in a simple, lucid,
yet fairly sophisticated way and should present "mainstream Reform."
Each of the chapters should, I think, be quite brief, twelve to
fifteen pages. It is important, I believe, that the book be pub-
lished in bilingual form. Many of the immigramts, especially

in their first years in the United States, are not fluent in
English; hence, a translation of the English text into Russian

seems to me essential. Furthermore, a bilingual edition might

prove helpful teo many in their more general purpose of learning
English.

I can assure you that at present I have nmo lack of literary projects
on which to expend my limited energies. In fact, at the moment,

I am working on four books, two of which will be published next
year, one by Greenwood Press of Westport and the other by the

Ohio University Press. MNevertheless, 1 feel so strongly about

the need and value of the kind of book I have in mind that I am
willing to write the English text myself in the next few months.

I could also translate it into Russian, which I read and write

with a fair amound of fluency (see the enclosed xerox-biographi-

cal statement, which refers to the fact that I have published
translations of several works by the Russian-Jewish philosopher Shestov)
but I would prefer that someone else do this - perhaps Rashkovsky,

if he knows English well encugh, or perhaps some academician in

New York, Cleveland or elsewhere who could do justice to the task.

I am quite certain that a competent Russian translator would not be

too difficult to find. After all, it's not nearly as difficult a

task as translating Shestov.



Rabbi Alexander Schindler - Page 3

The problem of printing is also not at all complicated. Ardis
Publishing House of Ann Arbor, Michigan, the leading Russian
language publisher in the United States, would, I am sure, be able
to produce the book. The book itself, I think, ought to be
published under the aegis of the Union, perhaps jointly with the
CCAR. Whether the book would prove financially profitable or not,
1 cannot say. However, I am strongly persuaded that the Union
(and/or the CCAR) ought to do this sort of thing.

Give the matter some thought, Alex, and let me have wvour reaction
as soon as possible. In one sense, I am not eager to undertake
this project. On the other hand, I think it is immensely important
and that I, or someone else, ought to do it.

With warmest personal greetings, and with every good wish for you
and Rhea for the approaching New Year, I am,

Most cordially,

)

W
Bernard Martin

P.5. I am sending a copy of this letter to Joe Glaser and also
Herman Schaalman. If I am not mistaken, Herman has now
taken office as president of the CCAR.

Copies and Enclosures to:

Rabbi Herman Schaalman (Chicago)
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser (New York)

EM: jb



TABLE OF CONTENT
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Reform Judaism: Its History, Beliefs, Practices,
Values and Institutions

I. The Rise of Reform Judaism in Europe
II. The Development of Reform Judaism in America
III. God in Reform Jewish Thought
IV. Torah, A Reform View
V. Israel (or The Jewish People) in the Perspective of Reform
VI. Frayer (or Worship) and the Synagogue
VII. The Sabbath and Festivals
VIII. Personal Religious Observance
IX. Personal and Social Ethics in Reform Judaism

X. The National Organizations (or Institutions} of Reform Judaism in
the United States

XI. Reform Judaism in the State of Israel

XII. Reform Judaism as a World-Wide Movement
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October 27, 1980

Rabbi Bernard Martin
2593 Dysart Road
University Heights, OH 44118

Dear Barnie:

I am afraid that I have disappointing news. The Executive Board, after a
full discussion, decided to agree with the Finance Committee to the effect
that work should not begin on a book on Judaism for Russian Jews until
money is raised for it. We are now talking about a £60,000 minimum, which
would mostly have to come from a grant from the Memorial Foundation which
does not meet and allgcate until July.

I am afraid that that pretty well puts it to bed for at least the next ten
months.

I hate to convey such news to someone who has been so forthcoming and enthu-
siastic, and obviously capable, but that is the decision that has been made.

My warmest good wishes.

Shalom, -~

{

LR

Rabbi JfsePh B. Glaser
JBG/s
cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
OFFICERS i
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al feels this requires a meeting with betty - you and al - rather than
a written response. she's not wrong - she has been treated rather

shabbily, instead of saying wonderful but we have no money and will have
to continue work for soviet jewry within the umbrella organization, we
gave her a green light but she's stopped by the red light of no funds --
has to scrounge about for every bit, can't get an intern, no dough...

he suggests the three of you meet...

I've drafted a memo to ted that while it was a luncheon session which
was not recorded, it deals with a committee of the uahc and there should
have been something in the minutes of the board, at least a reference.
this is not in the same category as mejia and pisar, those did not deal
with uahc program and/or task force efforts.




Alex - none of the "program" speeches were
taped - Mejia, Pisar, Rashkofsky, etc. There
was a piece in R.J. on the Task Force &
Rashkofsky



October 10, 1980

MEMO TO: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
FROM: Betty Golomb, Chairman, Task Force on Soviet Jewry

As I write this, you are once again about to make history by taking
a very important and courageous position of leadership in the World
Jewish community.

As one who has had considerable contact with French Jewry through the
World Union Board and other international committees, I know of the
many problems of this complex society and can appreciate the nature
of the delicate and difficult road that you are traveling. I have
every faith that your efforts will rouse an otherwise timid French
Jewry to take action in the protection of their own rights and,
thereby, of Jews everywhere.

The deep sense of commitment to World Jewry that has been demonstrated
by you in France is something that I have admired during the many
years that I've had the pleasure of knowing you. Certainly, it

was evidenced in your creation of the Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

It was, in fact, the goals you outlined and your assurance that
these goals were personally important to you that convinced me

to take the chairmanship.

I cannot begin to tell you how pleased I was last May that a prime
spot in a crowded UAHC, National Board agenda was given to a report
on the work of the Task Force and to the presentation by our

first Soviet rabbinical candidate.

I am sure, therefore, that you were as dismayed as I was to
read the minutes of the Board meeting and find no reference at all
to the Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

I am particularly upset by this omission because it is part of
a pattern that has existed for the entire three-and-a-half year
life of this committee.

The importance of our having given this report to the Board in May
was, I hope, obvious. It gave the UAHC board, for the first time,
an opportunity to hear and understand the goals, functions,
activities and accomplishments of the Task Force that it had

been sponsoring.

I am at an impasse.
Please consider the following:

--— I had agreed not to make an appeal for funds.

-- I had agreed to avoid spending any pre-allocated part of
the committee's budget (Although the RJA appeal gave
the impression that the money was committed).

== The Union has made it particularly difficult for the Task
Force to obtain non-staff assistance by omitting us from

its official listings soliciting volunteers.



To Rabbi Schindler from Betty Golomb 10/10/80 page 2

-- Time at conventions has never been allocated for

Task Fd%e meetings.
-- It has become necessary for us to discontinue our only

staff member at the point at which our program has begun

to take hold.
-- The new grant proposal, even if accepted, will not cover

a staff assistant beyond youth responsibilities, and
then only for a portion of the year.

We can no longer hope to be as effectjve during the coming year
as we were during the year past.

Is it wise to continue the Task Force without recognition or
support by the Union Board or its administration?

As you know, we have accomplished a great deal to date, but we
have hardly scratched the surface. We've proved that it is
possible to involve the Soviet emigré in American Jéwish life.
We've established that the most logical form for these new
Americans is Liberal Judaism. Our programs has proved an
excellent alternative to the strong Orthodox Movement's effort.

To fulfill our purpose, however, there must be a long range
commitment to an outreach program.

Without such commitment, it make little sense to continue.

"
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From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Date  crober 23, 1980
To Mr. Ted Broido

Copies

Subject

Enclosed is a copy of a memo from Betty Golomb to me which is self
explanatory.

I realize that Rashkovsky spoke during the luncheon break and that
section of the meeting was not recorded by Libby. We also had a spread
in Reform Judaism about Victor.

However, it seems to me that while we do not usually record luncheon
sessions at Board meetings, when it is a report which has to do with a
committee or task force of the UAHC, there should be some indication of
that portion of the meeting in the minutes. I do not expect a report

on Mehjia or Pisar from the May Board meeting. However, the Soviet
Jewry Task Force is an important part of our program. I would suggest
to the future that even if a particular session is not recorded by Libby,
some notes be taken to be included in the minutes so that we do not have
a situation similar to Betty's distress.

Jair—
P (it
Nl”g{? L Di&:%#ln‘/
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e 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100
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October 10, 1980

MEMD TO: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
FROM: Betty Golomb, Chairman, Task Force on Soviet Jewry

As I write this, you are once again about to make history by taking
a very important and courageous position of leadership in the World
Jewish community.

As one who has had considerable contact with French Jewry through the
World Union Board and other international committees, I know of the
many problems of this complex society and can appreciate the nature
of the delicate and difficult rcad that you are traveling. I have
every faith that your efforts will rouse an otherwise timid French
Jewry to take action in the protection of their own rights and,
thereby, of Jews everywhere.

The deep sense of commitment to World Jewry that has been demonstrated
by you in France is something that I have admired during the many
years that I've had the pleasure of knowing yocu. Certainly, it
was evidenced in your creation of the Task Force on Soviet Jewry.
It was, in fact, the goals you outlined and your assurance that
these goals’'were personally important to you that convinced me

, to take the chairmanship.
I cannot begin to tell you how pleased I was last May that a prime
spot in a crowded UAHC, National Board agenda was given to a report
on the work of the Task Force and to the presentation by our
first Soviet rabbinical candidate.

I am sure, therefore, that you were as dismaved as I was to
read the minutes of the Board meeting and find no reference at all
to the Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

I am particularly upset by this omission because it is part of
a pattern that has existed for the entire three-and-a-half year
life of this committee. *

The importance of our having given this report to the Board in May
was, I hope, c¢bvious. It gave the UAHC board, for the first time,
an opportunity to hear and understand the goals, functions,
activities and accomplishments of the Task Force that it had

been sponsoring.
I am at an impasse.
Please consider the following:

-— I had agreed not to make an appeal for funds.

--— I had agreed to avoid spending any pre-allocated part of
the committee's budget{Although the RJA appeal gave
the impression that the money was committed).

-- The Union has made it particularly difficult for the Task
Force to obtain non-staff assistance by omitting us from

its official listings soliciting volunteers.
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To Rabbi Schindler from Betty Golomb 10/10/80

—= Time at conventions has never been allocated for

Task Foce meetings.
—— It has become necessary for us to discontinue our only
staff member at the point at which our program has begun

to take hold.
== The new grant proposal, even if accepted, will not cover

a staff assistant beyond youth resvonsibilities, and
then only for a portion of the year.

We can no longer hope to be as effectjve during the coming year
as we were during the year past.

Is it wise to continue the Task Force without recognition or
support by the Union Board or its administration?

As you know, we have accomplished a great deal to date, but we
have hardly scratched the surface. We've proved that it is
possible to involve the Soviet emigré in American Jéwish life.
We've established that the most logical form for these new
Americans is Liberal Judaism. Our programs has proved an
excellent alternative to the strong Orthodox Movement's effort.

To fulfill our purpose, however, there muit be a long range
commitment to an outreach program.
L}

Without such commitment, it nmake little sense to continue.
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler October 23, 1980

Hr. Ted Brodido

Enmlosed 1s a copy of a memo from Betty Golomb to me which is self
explanatory.

I realize that Rashkovsky spoke during the luncheon break and that
section of the meeting was not recorded by Libby. We also had a spread
in Referm Judaism about Victor.

However, it seems to me that while we do not usually record luncheon
sessions at Board meetings, when it is & report which has to do with a
committee or task force of the UAHC, there should be some indication of
that portion of the meeting in the minutes. I do not expect a report

on Mehjia or Pisar from the May Board meeting. Howaver, the Soviet
Jewry Task Force is an important part of our program. I would sufgest
to the future that even if a particular session is not recorded bysLibby,
some notes be taken to be included in the minutes so thatwwe do not have
a situation similar to Betty's distress.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler March 11, 1980
Aron Hirt-Manheimer & Rabbi Leonard A, Schoolman

Albert Vorspan

Iminmc1w1ntsmbbnml'Iurmdcftlumrtblingduahy
student rabbi Victor Rashkofsky of the Cincinnati School, HUC JIR.

He 1s from Russia. He comes to Kansas City once every two weeks and
WMHWM new Russian Jews in the area. He gets
;;:-wu#nmhm time and 1 am told he s doing a wonderful

I believe he should be written up in REFORN JUDAISM and 1 hope Aron will
get more informatfon from the community.

l.w 1 alse believe he would be a wonderful guest for a one of our
rd meetings.




February 12, 1980

Mr. Seymour Udell
Dogwood Lane
Sands Point, N.Y. 11050

Dear Sy:

The handsome new Worship Service for Erev Shabbat in Russian,
Hebrew and English has just reached my desk. What a joy to
have this project reach reality! It is a superb undertaking
add I am confident it will serve a very important purpose in
helping to bring about an understanding of Reform Judaism among
Russian Jews here in the United States and Canada.

Sy, Brick has just told me of your generous contributfon in
printing this Service for us gratis. I want to ex ress pro-
found gratitude to you personally as well as for the Union for
this marvelous contribution to a very important aspect of our
work. A1l of us are grateful to you for your rele in bringing
this project to fulfillment.

Rhea joins meé in sending fondest regards to you and Gloria.

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler



Rabbi Alexander ¥, Schindler October 5, 1979
Rabbi Balfour Brickmer

Fred Cohen; Joshus M. Dwork; Betty Colosmb; Susan Bleeh; Philip Kaplam
TASK FORCE ON BOVIET JEWRY PERSOBNEL

Correcting your mamo of October 3 regarding Gusam Eloeh,
$8,000, has not beanm allocated for this work. The Board
has autherised $3,000. to the end of December. The vwe-
painder will be authorized as soon as we hava the wmoney
for the bdalance and we can work on the assumption that we
will.,
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MEMORANDUM

Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date 10/3/79
Accounting Dept. Attention: Fred Cohen
Betty Golomb, Josh Dwork, Susan Bloch, - . Rabbi A. Schindler and Philip Kaplan

UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry re Susan Bloch

Susan Bloch is now added to the staff of the UAHC Task Force on Soviet

Jewry from October 1979 through July 1980. 5She is to be paid at the rate

of $175.00 per week or $700.00 a month, Total expenditures for this operation
are not to exceed $1,000.00 a month. A total of $8,000.00 is allocated for
this facet of the work of the Task Force.

Susan is to be paid bi-weekly effective as of now. Her home address is
230-11 138th Ave., Laurelton, N.Y. 11413. She will work 20 hours per week.
Is she entitled to any benefits? If so, please notify her as to what these
are.

Rabbi Schindler is aware of and in accord with these arrangements.

Tha: you. /ETEQG :

BE:

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100



September 11, 1979

Rabbi E11iot S. Stevens
CCAR

790 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Elliot:

I discussed your letter of September 6 with Balfour. He advises
that he has spoken with you and Stanley Dreyfus in regard to the
Russian services. 1 understand the galley proofs will be shared
with the Conference and once your representatives have had a
chance to review them a determination will be made in regard to
publication. I trust we will reach a mutually agreeable course
of action.

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner



' Q°RIpPNRa B3390 T1AK
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

790 MADISON AVENUE » NEW YORK, NY. 10021 ¢ (212) 734-7T166
September 6, 1979

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
President

UAHC

333 Fifth -&?En

New York, NY 10021

Dear Alex,

I have just learned that the UAHC, through its Task Force on Soviet Jewry, has been
proceeding with publication of a service or services in Russian, for the benefit of
Russian Jewish immigrants into this country. As you know, Betty Gelumb and Balfour
Brickner and others have been working on this service for some time.

When we first learned of this service, most of which is taken from Gates of Praver,
the Union Prayer Book, and other sources, we offered the assistance, advice and/or
supervision of the CCAR in this project. Apparently, since these materials have not
been shared with us -- and the book is now in galley proofs already -- we find that

we must back off from this offer, since we cannot be sure of the integrity and quality
of the work as it is evolving. To my knowledge, the Liturgy Committee has not been
given any of these materials for its review, nor have we in this office.

Rather than attempt to publish this ourselves, or co-publish with the Union, our
suggestion is that the Union go ahead and publish this work as it apparently desires
to do, so long as the appropriate credit lines and references to materials under
CCAR copyright are included where appropriate.

All good wishes.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens

F.S5. 1 am addressing this letter to you because I know your involvement in this project,
going back to last spring, when wou shared correspondence on it with Joe Glaser and £+ww
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Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler August 21, 1579

Theodore K. Broldo

A1 Vorspan

Betty Golomb requested additional and substantial funds for the work of her
Task Force on Soviet Jewry. Since her request - though most merltorlous of
support - went beyond what | could grant administratively, | asked her to
maka a request for an extra-budgetary allocatlon at the September meeting
of the Executive Committee,

Please put this Item on the agenda and Invite Betty to the meeting.



REAbbi Alexander M. Schindler 8/2/79
Philip M. Klutznick

If the committee on Eastern European Jewry is to consist
of "people with academic qualifications" then Bett} is not
qualified and I will understand your decision not to choose
her.
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?Se‘;m {312) 787-7845 July 30, 1979

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10021

My dear Alex:

I have your letter of July 24th, as well as a copy of your letter to
Daniel Lack. With respect to the Memorial Foundation business, I can
only brief what we presented in a full report.

There was a feeling quite general in our committee on Eastern
European Jewry that we needed to establish a permanent committee or
commission to do two principal things: (1) after reviewing what has been
done, to establish standards for future work as a basis for considering
allocations; and (2) reviewing the performance by beneficiary agencies in
accordance with or in relation to those standards. The basic formulation
was the proposal of Professor Gittleman, I guess the spirit of the discus-
sion suggested that people with academic qualifications and experience in
this field should make up that committee. Of course, it will be established
as soon as Dr, Goldmann gets around to making the appointments. I do
not know Betty Golomb, nor do I know her qualifications for the kind of job
to which I have suggested the appointments are to be made. If you feel
that she is qualified, then I would suggest that we get some background
material and that either you or I send it to Norm Frimmer and Dr. Goldmann.
I would do this quite soon. You can be assured that no matter how this com-
mission is set up, one of the criticisms that compelled its being set up was
the desire to be certain that there is no particular religious or other slant
that inspires allocations.

I am refraining from sending on the suggestion to Norman or Nahum
until you digest this letter and give me your best judgment.

Warmest regards.
Cordially,

/ J-ffﬂ [
| AL

PMK:ss Philip M. Klutznick




Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler July 25, 1979
Mr. Richard Cohen

Mr. Albert Vorspan gatty Golomb

Some years ago I set up a Task Force on Soviet Jewry chaired by Betty Golomb,of
Port Washington, N.Y., whose Eurpnse it was to get the Reform Jewish Community
of America involved in the religious integration of Soviet Jewish immigrants who
come to these shores.

Betty has been working diligently over the past year and a half and some projects
have been prepared: a Sabbath evening service was translated into Russian, a
Keeping Posted issue on Reform Judaism has 1ikewise been translated, a great deal
of Enfurmafion has been gathered as to what is happening in our congregations and
regions in this realm, during the summer a guideline is being prepared to give
congregations some idea of what they should and could be doing in this realm.

I would appreciate it, Dick, 1f you were to have a chat with Betty to see whether
her efforts which are prepared to go into effect now cannot be publicized. She's
already in touch with Aron with regard to ?gfbrn Judaism., He's going to interview
her and prepare suitable material but I thin at some of this information, having

wider implications, ought to be drawn to the attention of the Jewish general
commun{ ty.

As a matter of fact, we have some wider, international goals here as well. In

the first instance some of this material 1s going to be shipped into Russia (the
Prayerbook, the KP on Reform Judaism in Russinn}g And we're also hopeful that
there will be some effort made to acquaint those Russian Jews who go to Israel with
the non-Orthodox alternative since obviously many of these Russian Jews who come
to Israel do not find Qrthodoxy acceptable at all.



July 24, 1979

Mr. Phillp M. Klutznick
875 No. Michigan Avenue
Sulte 4044

Chicago, 111Incls 60611

Dear Phll:
This ralates to Memorlal Foundatlon business.

At the last meeting an announcement was made that a speclal commission
will be formed to evaluate the Memorial Foundation's projects in the
realm of the Jewish education of Russian Jewry. As | take It, a great
deal of money has been spent In this area but It Is the general feellng
that the translations which we have helped to underwrite have no visible
pattern or plan and that the value of some of the Individual works which
have been translated can well be questioned (Alon's book, the poetry of
Alterman and Tchernichowsky etc). Thus, | take It the Commisslon's task
is to create such a pattern and to encourage those translations and
broad actlivities In Russla which will be more effectlve.

As you may or may not know, the UAHC has been concerned and has Inltiated
some efforts In thls area. We have translated portions of our new Reform
Prayerbook, Gates of Prayer, and some works on Reform Judalsm. These

translations are Intended for the Russlan Jewlsh community although thelr

primary purpose ls to speed the rellglous Integration of those Russian Jews
who choose to come to the Unlted States.

The Chalrperson of our Soviet Jewry Task Force Is Betty Golomb, a member
of the UAHC's natlonal mfd;"ﬂﬁrxii'ﬁiiﬁ working diligently for the
better part of a year and a half acqualnting herself with the nature and
needs of the Russian emigre community so that our contribution would be
most effective In galning the deslred goal.

| really do not know the kind of commission you are going to set up, what
kind of "experts' the Board has In mind, but | would earnestly urge you to
conslder Betty for Incluslion on this commission. Her experlence would be
of Invaluable assistance, moreover, and thls of course Is our Institutional
goal, she would make certain that the education which Is offered to Russfan
Jewry Is not mongstic (1.e. Orthodox) In Its approach.

Please let me have your thoughts In this regard. With warmest regards,
| am

)
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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WHAT FUTURE FOR JEWISH CULTURE IN THE SOVIET UNION?

BY
ZVI GITELMAN

The University of Michigan

Efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry have been focussed for about a decade on the
struggle for emigration. Clearly this strategy is correct; it has borne fruit. But
with increasing frequency the question being raised is, "What about those left
behind?" Implicit in this question is another one: What is the future, not only of
the Jewish people, but also of Jewish culture, in the USSR? Because emigration is
so welcome, external observers have been reluctant to discuss some of its problem-
atic aspects. For example, might it be that the departure of some 160,000 Jews
confirms the Soviet suspicion that the Jews are a disloyal element?

There are quite tangible and wvisible reactions to emigrationm. Since the
1970-71 academic year, there has been a forty per cent decline in the number of
Jewish university students in the Soviet Union and an exactly parallel decline in
the number of Jewish graduate students and in those enrolled in the higher
educational institutions of Moscow, which are the most prestigious in the country.
As Pravda might put it, "This is not accidental." No doubt Soviet leaders have
decided that if Jews are going to emigrate, there is no reason to educate them. Of
course such a policy only leads to further emigration since many who had never
thought of leaving now do so in order to guarantee themselves and their children
access to higher education. This, by the way, is a likely reason for the high and
increasing proportion of emigrants choosing the United States over Israel as a
country of immigration. Motivated by educational or wvocational considerations
rather than by Jewish national or religious ones, they are more attracted to the
'land of opportunity.’

Another effect of emigration is the departure of the most nationally conscious
Jews, including Jewish cultural figures and religious leaders. At least four
prominent Yiddish writers formerly associated with Sovetish haimland, several actors
and actresses, a number of Jewish historians and scholars, quite a few rabbis, and
other religious functionaries have left the USSR for Israel, further diminishing the
already depleted reserves of Jewish cultural and religious leadership. Needless to
say, Soviet conditions make it impossible to replace these people and their
knowledge.
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Finally, the struggle for emigration has diverted attention from some issues
that used to occupy external advocates of the Soviet Jewry cause--Yiddish and Hebrew
culture, the provision of religious artifacts, making possible the practice of
Judaism, curbing popular and official anti-semitism. This shift in emphasis is
natural and, from a tactical point of wview, wholly appropriate. However the
question of culture is highly relevant from a strategic perspective because signifi-
cant numbers of Jews will be left in the USSR even if emigration proceeds apace.
This essay examines the prospects for Jewish culture in the USSR and offers some
suggestions for possible external influences on its propagation and development.

Types of Jewish Culture in the USSR

From the late nineteenth century until about 1930, there were four broad types
of Jewish culture in Russia and the Soviet Union. Religious culture was the longest
established and most pervasive, at least until the early 1920's. A secular Jewish
culture with roots in the earlier haskalah and the Jewish labor movement began to
flourish just after the turn of the century but never attained the popularity of
traditional Judaism. The Hebraic culture linked to political Zionism grew up
alongside Zionism, which emerged as the most powerful political tendency in Russian
Jewry at the time of the Rewolutiom. By the late nineteenth century a fourth
variant of Jewish culture had emerged. This was distinctly a 'high culture,' as was
Hebraic culture to a great extent. Its medium was the Russian language, which could
be used easily only by a thin stratum of Jews who had managed to acquire a general
education. Under the patronage of privileged Jewish industrialists and merchants,
the fields of Jewish history, ethnography, folklore, music and art developed rapidly
in the tradition of West European Wissenschaft des Judentums. Jewish newspapers and
periodicals were published in Russian, and the number of both producers and
consumers of Russian-Jewish culture grew rapidly.

After the Revolution, religious and Zionist culture were vigorously persecuted.
Russian—Jewish culture was curtailed and pretty much eliminated by the mid-1930's,
and only secular culture was actively promoted. I1ts content became militantly
Bolshevik and its previously democratic-socialist tinge was declared inadmissible
and removed. After the abolition of the Jewish Sections of the Communist Party
(Evsektsiia) in 1930, even Bolshevik culture in Yiddish form dwindled, as it was
volnerable to charges of ‘'petit bourgecis nationalist deviation.' By 1948 Yiddish
culture came to be regarded as downright pernicious. Even the typeface of the sole
surviving Yiddish publishing house was melted down lest the very letters remain as
roots of counterrevolution and deviance. Only in the late 1950's with the
publication of a few Yiddish books followed by Sovetish haimland (1961) was Yiddish
secular culture partially rehabilitated, but the previous disappearance of all
Yiddish schools, the closing of all institutions (newspapers, magazines, theaters,
research institutes), and the physical elimination of most of the Yiddish cultural
elite insured that this partial revival would be largely formal. At present the
government tolerates but severely constrains religious culture; it links Hebraic
culture to Zionism and treats it as illegitimate; it approves Yiddish culture; and
it treats Russian-Jewish culture as if it were nonexistent.

Religion is generally tolerated in the USSR as a ‘'survival of the capitalist
past,' something that will disappear with the passage of time and the conscious
efforts of anti-religious propaganda. In the Jewish case, time may be more
effective than propaganda by this point. But the Soviets continue to treat Judaism
as a real threat to the minds of Soviet people, possibly because of its presumed
links to Zionism. Judaism occupies a place in anti-religious literature all out of



proportion to its actual strength or even to the number of its potential practi-
tioners. (One study has shown that nine per cent of all anti-religious publications
were directed against Judaism in the 1960's, when Jews made up only about one per
cent of the population.) At present there are fewer than ten rabbis in the country,
probably less than fifty operating synagogues, and no real facilities for training
clergy (the ‘'yeshiva' in Moscow exists only se that it can be said to exist; two
Soviet students have been receiving rabbinical training in Budapest for several
years, but there is no knowing when and if they will rerurn to the USSR). Despite
official hints and assurances to visiting clergymen, Soviet policy toward Judaism
has undergone no significant change since 1965, when Khrushchev's militant atheistic
campaign was curtailed, as was the linkage between the synagogue and the campaign
against economic misdeeds.

Uncfficial developments are more interesting. While one cannot speak of a
religious revival in the USSR, the population has not been totally immune to the
infection of trends, influences and even fads in the West. At the same time as
Western youth began to experiment with exotic religious forms, usually imported from
the East, some young Soviet intelligentsia began to search for alternatives to the
official materialistic doctrine. By and large they looked neither East nor West,
but back. Russian Orthodoxy, one of the more mystical varieties of Christianicty,
evangelical Protestantism, and, in the Baltic states, Catholicism were re-examined
by some, including Jews. Some of the latter even converted to Christianity during
the 1960's. Wicth the rise of the Jewish national movement in the latter part of the
decade, this interest was channeled toward Judaism. Some of the activists of the
naticnal movement discovered that historically Jewish culture and religion, the
Jewish people and Judaism, have been inextricably intertwined. Even when imprisoned
or serving sentences in labor camps, some of these people have refused to work on
Saturday, have eaten only kosher foods, and have tried, to the best of their
abilities, to learn about Jewish tradition. While this may be heartening to some,
we should bear in mind that this is a marginal social phenomenon and that Soviet
conditions make it nearly impossible for it to become otherwise. Moreover religious
Jews are generally the first to try to emigrate, so even if more people should
become committed ro Judaism, they would be highly likely to leave the country.

At the same time, the synagogue plays a unique role. Since it is the only
physical manifestation of a Jewish cultural presence in the country--there are no
Jewish clubs, organizations, cultural institutions--it serves not only as a symbol
of Jewish culture but as a place where Jews meet to discuss matters of mutual
interest, to exchange information, to make contact with foreigners, or simply--to
meet. It is truly a beit haknesset. It also serves as a beit midrash for small
groups of elderly Jews who continue to study Torah. Therefore much as in the West
the functions of the synagogue have expanded beyond the strictly religious. Since
it is the only institution performing these functions, it has great importance.
Fighting to keep synagogues operating should therefore be the concern not only of
the religious but of all who are interested in rthe preservation of a Jewish
community in the USSR, however informal and unstructured it must be.

"Official' Culture

By any objective standard, Sevetish haimland must rank as a serious journal. It
includes poetry, prose, literary criticism, historical memoirs, bibliographical
essays, political polemics (almost always directed against Zionism or MWestern
concern for Soviet Jewry), and regular features such as short items about Jews im
other lands and life in Birohidzhan, works of Soviet Jewish artists, rare photo-
graphs of Soviet Yiddish cultural figures, and a few pages of self-inscruction in
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Yiddish. The technical 1level of the jourmal is wvery high, especially considering
that it appears every month in an edition of some 200 closely princted pages. The
jourmal is often the target of ridicule, derision and hatred by Sovier and
non-Soviet Jews because it hews closely to the official line, but it does make
available serious literature and scholarship (the latter including ancient and
rabbinic history, Soviet Jewish cultural history and bibliography, works on the
Second World War, the origin of Jewish family names, etc.). To whom is the journal
being made available? Though the number of copies printed is not known at present
(it used to be 25,000), the existence of English (and Russian) summaries and the
easy availability of the journal abroad suggest that it may have as many readers
outside the USSR as in it. MWithin the country it is apparently read mainly by older
people--though there are frequent letters to rthe editor by ctwenty and chircy
year-olds who tell how they came to learn Yiddish.

In 1970 only 17.7 per cent of the Soviet Jews gave Yiddish as their mother
tongue (which does not mean that they can, or wish to, read the language). More
than a quarter of the Jewish population indicated that they either considered a
Jewish language their mother rtongue or knew such a language well. However it is
precisely from those cities where large proportions of Jews gave Yiddish as their
mother tongue=-e.g., Vilnius, Chernovtsy, Kishinev--that very substantial emigration
has taken place. Moreover it is among those over sixty that one finds the highest
percentage of Jewish-language speakers (45%) and among the 16-19 age group that one
finds the lowest percentage (2.2%). These two factors indicate an even more
precipitous future decline in the knowledge of Jewish languages.

It should be stressed that this does not mean a commensurate assimilatien of
Soviet Jews. While the acculturation of Soviet Jews to Russian and other non-Jewish
languages is nearly complete, their assimilation—-loss of identity as Jews in their
own minds and acceptance as non-Jews by others--is very slow indeed. Not even the
Soviets assume that a Jew ceases to be one when he stops using a Jewish language. As
a Soviet scholar notes, "Even while losing the mother tongue and even cultural
characteristics, national consciousness is often preserved (Russian Germans, Jews,
and Tatarified Bashkirs)."

Russian-Jewish Culrture

In most Western countries Judaic cultural expression takes place increasingly
in the local wvernacular. Some might question its general level and the extent of
its authentic Jewish content, but most would agree that there has evolved an
Anglo-Jewish culture including literature and drama, social, religious and philo-
sophical thought, and culture in the broader sense--a way of life, mores, and even
uniquely Anglo-Jewish traditions derivative of earlier ones. In many significant
ways Soviet Jewry has developed like Western Jewry, having undergone large-scale
migration, urbanization, secularization, and professionalization, as well as linguis-
tic assimilacion. It therefore seems logical that the best alternative for Soviet
Jewry is the development of a Jewish culture in the Russian language, especially
since such a culture was developing rapidly in the first quarter of this century.
However there are strong ideological-political barriers to such an alternative.

Lenin's thinking on the national question evolved until in 1913 he conceded
that compactly settled ethnic groups could have cultural autonomy within their
respective regions., This is the basis of Soviet federalism today. It discriminates



against territorially scattered nationalities or ethnic groups and against members
of territorially compact nationalities who happen to live outside their national
regions. Thus, for example, while there are Ukrainian-language schools in the
Ukrainian republic, there are none in the other republics. This means that about
5.5 million Ukrainians have no access to schocls in their language, while the other
35 million de. Largely because of the efforts of the Evsektsiia, the Bolsheviks
decided by the early 1920's that Yiddish was the language of Soviet Jews, that
Hebrew was the language of the class enemy--clergymen and* the middle class--and of
the Zionists, and that since Yiddish was the language used by Jewish workers,
proletarian Jewish culture could be expressed only in that medium. While Hebrew was
the immediate target of this decision, Russian as a means of Jewish cultural
expression also was ruled out. Russian, while the lingua franca of the entire
country, is considered the cultural language only of the Russians themselves. It is
true that from 1927 to 1937 there appeared the Russian-language magazine, Tribuna,
dealing with Jewish agricultural colonization. However the magazine was the organ
of OZET, an organization promoting colonization which was not officially 'Jewish®
and which included prominent non-Jews in its leadership. At present the only way in
which Jewish culture is expressed in Russian is through Yiddish books translated
into Russian, including some of the classics but concentrating on contemporary
Soviet Yiddish authors. Stretching a point considerably, one might also mention
anti-religious propaganda and wrirtings on Israel as Russian language materials
dealing with Jewish cthemes, though few would call this 'Jewish culture.’

"Inofficial' Jewish Culture

In recent years we have become increasingly aware of unsanctioned and informal
attempts by Soviet Jews to pursue varieties of Jewish culture. All along there have
been Hebrew and Yiddish writers who wrote ‘for the drawer' and amateur historians
who could be seen in the Lenin and Saltykov-Shchedrin libraries researching ancient,
medieval and even contemporary Jewish history but who only rarely published the
results. In recent years two changes have made unofficial Jewish cultural activity
more socially meaningful: It has become the work of groups rather than of isolated
and insecure individuals, and it has become at least semi-public. Beginning,
perhaps, with the Jewish cheir in Riga, nationally conscious Jews have organized
study groups, courses, and even an international symposium (which was not allowed to
take place). Like Yiddish official culture, cthis wvariant appeals to a limited
audience though the constraints are political rather than linguistic. Given the
extraordinarily high educational level of Soviet Jews, the potential audience for
this kind of activity when conducted in Russian (aside from Hebrew ulpanim) is very
large indeed. As far as one can tell, it has been limited to the very largest
cities, but it fits in well wicth the current Soviet mode of informal education and
discussion among circles of friends or employees of a scientific institute (on whose
premises these discussions are sometimes held). In other words, it can be
assimilated rather easily into the social and intellectual styles of Soviet intelli-
gentsia. On the other hand, this activity is impeded not only by political and
social harassment but also by a dearth of qualified transmitters of knowledge, of
study materials, and of access te systematic knowledge as it has developed outside
the country. It exposes participants to charges of 'anti-Soviet activity' because
it is nor separate from political dissidence in the Soviet official mind. Thus to
become involved in such activity implies a political commitment, and that may
prevent many who are curious about Jewish culture but unwilling to engage in
politically dubious activiy from raking part inm it.
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Demography, External Activity, and the Future of Jewish Culture in the USSR

Demographic trends influence cultural ones. In the case cof Soviet Jewry, the
influence is wholly in the direction of diminishing Jewish cultural resources.
Emigration, intermarriage, a very low birth rate, and an age structure skewed
heavily toward the older cohorts all point to the decline of the Jewish populatien
and to the disappearance of the minority which can still rely on memory and
pre-Soviet training in order to supply cultural resources to others. Moreover the
closing of educational opportunities may force Jews to disperse further as they seek
admission to more obscure provincial institutions of higher learning or of
scientific-technological research. Should cthis occur, intermarriage will become
more likely; a sense of Jewish community will be further weakened; and the
availability of people who can serve as instructors and leaders, further diminished.

Nevertheless outsiders may be able to push along some of the cultural trends
noted here. Clearly there is an eager audience for Jewish culture in all its mani-
festations among the intelligentsia, which in general seeks out unofficial informa-
tion sources. Rather than proceeding from the primitive and erromecus assumption
that 'the worse the better,' (i.e. that improving the cultural situation would be to
the detriment of aliyah since people would suddenly find Jewish life viable in the
USSR), we should realize that encouraging Jewish learning and culture will benefit
the cause of aliyah. 1Tt will give people positive incentives to leave for Israel,
while the negative aspects of being Jewish--official and social discrimination--will
continue to drive people out of the country, no matter what the Jewish cultural
situation. Zionists; including Israeli officials,; who believe that improvements in
the condition of Jewish 1life in the USSR harm their cause only betray their
insecurity and poor judgment and play into the hands of Soviet propagandists, who
often charge the Zionists with being the ‘objective allies' of anti-semites. We
know that the most nationally conscious emigres have gone to Israel, while those
whose Jewish interescts are minimal tend to come to this country. The Soviets will no
doubt see to it that conditions conducive to emigration will continue to exist; if
AEEEE,_La_JL_ﬂeslre to see that emigration head for Israel, this can best be
encouraged not by threatening immoral and impractical administrative coercion but by
giving Soviet Jews positive reasons for going to the Jewish state.

Efforcs have been made in Israel, Canada, and the United Srates rto provide
educational materials for Soviet immigrants. These efforts have been only loosely
coordinated, and there is a crying need for a well thought out program which would
include carefully chosen materials rather than those which happen to be available;
for the development of materials specifically suited to those whose education has
been in the USSR; for formats designed for people at various age and educational

levels which would be most effective in conveying the messages. I1f such a
curriculum of Jewish studics for Soviet Jews were developed, it could easily serve
several especially if it were built around a core to which several
variants could be attached. Some variants would be appropriate to Soviet immigrants
in Israel, some to lmmlﬁraﬂLi_ﬂlifh_ELEJ and some to Jews 5:111 in the USSR. Such a

program would be highly 'cost-effective' since it would be o specifically designed
with a Soviet background in mind, and it would serve several purposes at once. The
problems should not be minimized, but at this time there do exist means of
transmitting such material and programs to the USSR where they could be of immense
value to those engaged in unofficial Jewish culture. Ifmgzggpizatians can_overcome

iEEE%%;;i:;;;r:;;fj;iEEJTjLJgjgal_;gmﬂpiEd of educators, Judaica scholars, and those
Famili: E Soviel menta y—can_be created to take the lggﬂnin_ﬁnglgp[ng

such— e to detail how it would be 1mp1emented in the different settings
for Whtth—tt—would he designed. It is particularly important that immigrants from

the USSR be consulted so that the program conforms to the needs and abilities of its
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intended audience. The responsibility for implementation would then devolve to

appropriate local, national, and international agencies,

Perhaps several organizations i“""’l"’ld-M‘;E Jewish education--e.g. the
American Jewish Committee, B'nai Brith, the National Jewish Conference Center, the
three major synagogal bodies—-can pool their resources and experience to set up the
kifid of administrative body and program outlined here. A simpler alternative would
be for the Memogrial Foundation for Jewish Culture, already funding educational
efforts among Soviet immigrants in Israel, to establish a committee including
Israelis active among Soviet olim, Soviet emigres, specialists in adult educacion,
specialists in Soviet Jewish affairs, and some resettlement workers in the U.5. This
committee should include representatives of the different ideological streams within
the Soviet emigration and Western Jewry and, perhaps building on existing materials,
develop the kind of curriculum described above and the means for its transmittal.
For example, the Memorial Foundation has funded the publication of Sifriat Aliyah,
an extensive series of paperback volumes consisting of translations into Russian of
Jewish classics, contemporary popular books, and other works. There is no visible
pattern or plan in the series, and one wonders about the value of some of the works
translated for the Soviet emigre or the Soviet Jew in the USSR (e.g. the poetry of
Shaul Tshernikhoveki of Natan Alterman). Such a "Tibrary"' should be expanded, but
the selection of titles must be more purposive and systematic, and it must be made
available to all Soviet emigres through the resettlement agencies in all countries.

Ways exist for tramsmitting this material to the USSR as well. The work of the

Greater New York Conference on Soviet Jewry, both as a producer and as a transmitter

of educational materials, should be considered as an example of this process.

Audio-visual materials (tapes, films, exhibitions) can supplement the written
word if distributed along with books. It should be possible to produce standardized
programs on specific subjects. This would make possible the distribution of such
programs to communities which do not have extensive resources for Soviet Jewish
adult education. Thus a group in a small city in the USSR (or in the U.5.) which
receives materials designed to require only a minimum of active input from people on
the spot could make the program available to all interested parties. With proper
materials, the most committed students might be able to become active teachers in
the program.

In sum, it is noi—anough—to—engage in the humanitarian efforE of helping Soviet
Jews become new Israelis or new Americans. We should also be helping them to become

active, committed, knowledgeable Jews. They have special needs, and only by serving
them can we hope to retain them as members of the Jewish community.

Conclusion

Demographic and social-political trends make the outleck for Jewish culture in
the USSR bleak but not hopeless. Only certain forms of Jewish culture could ever be
permitted, but since there exists a significant clientele for all forms—religious,
Yiddishist-secularist, Hebraic-Zionist, Russian-Jewish--efforts on behalf of all of
them are legitimate and worthwhile. The recent burgeoning of unofficial Jewish
culture presents opportunities hitherto not fully exploited, including the develop-
ment of an educational program which could simultaneously serve Sovier Jews, olim
from the USSR, and Soviet immigrants in Western countries.

Finally, it should be noted that- 'culture' has been used here only in its most
restricrive sense. If we think of culture as involving mores, styles of life, val-



ues and preferences, then we should realize that, at least to this point, even the
most acculturated Jews in the USSR retain a distinctive culture recognized by their
neighbors. Their urbanity and education, their general cultural preferences and
social habits separate them from other groups and help maintain a separate identity
if not necessarily a meaningful Jewish consciousness. This can be little influenced
from outside the USSR, but it should be noted because its importance is greater in a
society where Jewish culture in the narrow sense is not very visible. Neither in the
narrow nor in the broad sense of the term has Jewish culture disappeared in the
USSR, nor need it do so even though it will never be any more free to develop than
is Soviet culture generally. In fact because of its religious and Hebraic
components, it will be less so. 5till, it can be nurtured and aided from outside.
This can only help to promote the other goals set by Westerners committed to the
cause of Soviet Jewry.



July 6, 1979

Rabbl Walter Jacob

Rodef Shalom Temple
Fifth & Morewood Avenues
Plttsburgh, PA. 15213

Dear Rabbl Jacob:

Your letter of July 2 reached our office durlng Rabbl Schindler's absence.
As he Is not due to return untll late~July, | am taking the llberty of
replylng in his behalf,

The Blennlal Program Committee and members of the UAHC staff have been
working for quite some time on the program for December. It has shaped
up beautifully and we are confident the Blennlal will offer a meaningful
and exclting program which will Insplire the delegates and also provide
many materials and Ideas for strengthening the synagogue In every aspect
of Its program.

Tentatlve workshops have been planned for Soclal Actlon concerns under
the sub~heading, Translating Commltment Into Program. The time has been
reserved, the exact thrust of these workshops will be planned as we get
closer to the date In order to permit us to zero In on these concerns In
the 1lght of the world slituation at the time of the Biennial. | can tell
you that we will have a workshop on Russlan Jewry. In fact, It Is our
hope to have some new materlals created by our Task Force on _Sovéét Jewry
avallable at the Blennlal; some very exclting projects are now In the
works. | can assure you that we share your desire to help our congrega-
tions In thelr programming for Russlan Jews and the workshop will provide
an arena for a sharlng of ways and means to help bring new Russian Immi-
grants into the Reform Jewish community.

As you undoubtedly know, Rabbl Leonard Schoolman |ls the Blennial Program
Coordinator and | am sharing your letter with him,

If you have not already done so, you might wish to share with Rabbl Balfour
Brickner the fine programs Rodef Shalom Temple has undertaken for Russlan
Immlgrants. He Is directing the UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry.
With kindest greetings, | am

Sincerely,

Edlith J. Miller

Asslstant to the President
cc: Rabbl L.A. Schoolman
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DR, WALTER JACOB
Aanol
RooEF BHALOM TEMPLE
FiFTH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES

PITTARURSH, Pa, 185213

July 2, 1979

Dear Alex:

I am sure that your staff has been working on the
forthcoming UAHC convention for some time, but I
wonder if there is room for perhaps ome additional
program——something dealing with the integration

of new Soviet immigrants into our comgregations.

We here at Rodef Shalom have had considerable success
in attracting a large number of such immigrants

to services, dinners, language programs, and now

are planning an adult education program. We have
started a special Russian club which acts as a voice
for the new immigrants in the community. T am

sure that other congregations have similar programs
or have thought of ways of helping this group which
might be useful to us and to the rest of the
congregations. If you think well of this, it might
prove useful at the convention.

My best wishes to you for a pleasant summer. I hope
it will be a good summer for you and your family.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

£ oad
s Rk [_,_.L

Walter Jacob

WI:1dm

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10021
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Edith J. Hiller June 21, 1979
Joshua M. Dwork

Rabbls Balfour Brlickner & Alexander M. Schindler; Albert Vorspan

TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY

——— , L i y

For the record - enclosed herewlith Is Betty Golomb's check to
the UAHC for $500., as referred to Iin Al's memo of this date.
This sum ls to help underwrite a special project for Russian

Jauws .



' MEMORANDUM |

From Albert Vorspan Date Jume 21, 1979

To Rabbi Alex Schindler cc: Josh Dwork; Rabbi Balfour Brickner

While you were away, I authorized Betty Golomb to underwrite the special project
described in the attached letter from Rabbi Jay Sangerman. I told Betty we
would underwrite $2,000 provided she could raise £500 of it.

Here is the check for $500. We will pay the monies out in several chunks and
it will be recovered by the sale of the Russian-language prayerbook which has
just been published, along with KEEPING POSTED.

They're great and I've talked to Dick Cohen about publicizing.

I
\w% Union of American Hebrew Congregations

e B3B8 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y. 10021(212) 249-0100



June 19, 1979

Rabbi Jay J. Sangerman
Beth Sholom-Peoples Temple
Bay Parkway & Benson Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11214

Dear Rabbl Sangerman:

Your letter of June |5 reached our office in Rabbi Schindler's absence.
As he is out-of-the-country and not due to return until late~July, |
take the llberty of replying In his behalf.

As you undoubtedly know, our Task Force on Russian Jewry is chalred by
Betty Golomb and directed by Rabbi Balfour Brickner. | am sharing
you letter with them and they will be in touch with you In regard to
your program suggestion.

With every good wish, | am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Hiller
Assistant to the Presldent

cc: Rabbl Balfour Brickner
Mrs. Betty Golomb



RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN

BETH SHOLOM-PEOPLES TEMPLE

BAY PARKWAY ano BENSON AVENUE 370 OCEAN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11214 BRGOILYN, N, 1. 14518

(212) 284-4175
212) 372.7164, 372-0933
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RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN

ETH SHOLOM-PEOPLES TEMPLE
W o BENSON AVENUE
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RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN

BETH SHOLOM-FPEQPLES TEMPLE

BAY PARKWAY anp BENSON AVENUE 370 OCEAM PARKWAY
BROOKLYN. N. ¥. 11218
(212) 284
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RABBI JAY J. SANGERMAN

BETH SHOLOM-PEOPLES TEMPLE

BAY PARKWAY Ano BENSON AVENUE 370 OCEAN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11214 BRCGELEN, M- V. 11218

(212) 2B4-4175
212y 372-7164, 372-0833
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler My 3, 1979
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser

I spoke to Joe and he is most agreeable to having the Conference grant
rights for the Russian Prayerbook. However, he insists, and I think
fairly, that the CCAR Liturgy Committee review the text proofs. Inas-
much as the previous text proofs had three or four mistakes, I think
Joe's request is reasonable. We will be granted the right to publish
once the Liturgy Committee has given approval.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler May 1, 1979

Rabbl Balfour Brickner

I can't use these letters in my discussion with Joe Glaser. The Soviet
Jewry translation project started a long time ago, you didn't write to
seek permisfion from the CCAR to translate their liturgy. According
to this correspondence Elliot Stevens wrote to you on February 9th -
this won't help me in discussing the situation with Joe.



PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWASH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
#8738 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, MUY 10021 (212) 243-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC

; !} Union of American Hebrew Congregations

DEPARTMENT OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
T
nns
nonapnn March 7 , 1979

APTIDNRI

Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens
CCAR

790 Madison Ave.

New York, H.¥Y. 10021

Dear Elliot:

Your concern as stated in your letter to me of Feb. 9th is well taken.
Enclosed is a copy of the model Friday evening service we have prepared.
I should have sent it to your office much earlier. I simply didn't
think to do it. Sorry. As you will see parts of it are taken from

the old UP #II and parts from the Gates of Prayer. Since it is now in
galleys and soon to be put together, I hope you can give us the required
clearance.

We now need to translate into Russian High Holy Day services: one for
Rosh Hashona and one for Yom Kippur - probably directly from the new
CCAR Mahzor. Our URHC Task force is prepared to do this work unless
the CCAR is willing to do it. What if any financial help could the
CCAR give for such a project.

As you know,CCAR rabbis serve on our Task force and Rabbi Geoxrge
Lieberman has been most helpful.

Took forward to hearing from you.

—T—Sinceraly,
lI|
S
BE:mn rabbi Balfour Brickner,

enc. Director -
cc: Rabbi Stanley Dreyfus & '
Betty Golomb

P.S. The copy enclosed is Draft #1. The copy submitted for printing
has been revised somewhat. We will send you that copy as soon
as it is returned from the printers.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler April 26, 1979
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

I have a meeting with Joe Glaser next week. Please let me have a
copy of your letter to the CCAR requesting permission to translate
liturgical material into Russian. I'd like to have it with me at
the meeting.
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Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler Apr. 3, 1979
Rabbi Leonard A, Schoolman

Please write a brief paragraph on our Russian Jewry project - the creation of
our materials in the Russian language. Stress the need to integrate them
Jewishly. We will then add this project to our "shopping list." Brick any
or A1 can fi11 you in on any details you require.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

March 20, 1979
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Al Vorspan

I don'"t know whether Al has had a chance to chat with you
about funds for the Soviet Jewry Task Force. While the
budget sessions were difficult and funds are very limited,
we did agree that the publication of materials for the
Soviet Jewry Task Force could be charged to the budget for
publications.

We can discuss this further when I return from Phoenix. I
am booked solid for the naxt two day and leave for the
staff meeting on Thursday. We'll meet on my return - I am
also eager to hear about the sudience with the Fope.
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' MEMORANDUM |

From Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date 3/16/79
To Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Copies
Betty Golomb
Subject

Funds for UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry

By now I have pursued the matter sufficiently with the CIJFWF, NYANA
and the Wew York Federation as well as through correspondence with
Jim Rice and Beb Adler to know that funds from the 20 million dollar
bloc grant are not and will not be available to the UAHC to help us
fund the projects we have in the works or are contemplating through
our Task Force. Chorch-S5tate separation principles, which do not
allow any of those federal funds to be given to a specific religious
organization, preclude our getting any of that money. Congregations
have to be advised how to work through existing federations in their
comminities and we are, together with Martin Greenberg of the
Family Service Agencies, working on the preparation of Guidelines
for our congregationz re this.

All that will not help us get additional funds from outside to help
us with our work. These will have to be raised privately or from
some foundation source.

I am sorry that the information you had and the leads you gave me
turned out to be either incorrect or blind alleys. Now, have you
got any ideas?

If as and when you are ready, I'd be glad to go into the details on
this. There is more to it. I hate to do it all in a memo. It
takes too damn mach time to write it all.

BB:mn
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January 31, 1979

Mr. Morris Brafman, Presideant
The International League for
the Repatriation of Russian Jews
41 East 42nd Street

New Yokk, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Brafman:
Please pardon the delay in responding to your letter of December 28.
Rabbi Schindler has been out-of-the-country and is now on an extended
tour of the West Coast in behalf of the UAHC. In order to avoid any
further delay I am taking the liberty of responding to you directly.
The subject of your letter is onfwhich falls within the purview of
The Naticnal Conf Soviet J . Your request should be sent
to that organization. % UARC T8 represented on the National Con-
ference and we work in close association with them.
With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J, Miller

Asgistant to
Alexander M. Schindler, President
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations
383 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

ATTENTION:

10021

v

y

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT

RE:

SOLUTION TC THE NOSCHRIM PROBLEM

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

J

Please find enclosed the position paper com-

missioned by us from the Harbor Foundation Research
We endorsed the findings of the Foundation

Bureau,

and submitted the paper to Mr. Arye Leib Dulzin, Chairman
of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, which assigns the
highest priority to the question of Russian Noschrim,
the numbers of which have increased greatly and are likely
to rise even more steeply in 1979 and 1980.

We received a reply from our good friend,
Mr. Yitshack Roger, General Counsel to the Executive of
the Jewish Agency, who suggested that the status quo be
maintained, and that the ideas embodied in the position
paper be offered to American Jewish leaders only.

It was obvious once again that the Israelis will
not accept the intellectual and managerial contributions
which American Jewry is well qualified to offer but is
concerned only that we pay the costs of their absorption
policies that are responsible for the high proportion of

Noschrim today.

We

»

problem is one to be addressed in all aspects by the
entire World Jewish Community not exclusively by Israel.
We suggest that a meeting by the National Conference on
Soviet Jewry should be devoted to this subject in the
near future, and look forward to receiving your reply.

on the other hand, feel that this serious
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by Morris Brafman

The issue of the Noschrim has been the subject of much debate
and considerable misinterpretation. From the outset, let it be
stated unequivocally concerning the Noschrim that the Soviet Union
has shown no interest whatsoever in the fate of those Jews who were
granted exit visas. Moreover, contrary to popular expectations, the
Soviet Union evidenced no disposition to slow the pace of emigration on
the grounds that many Jews did not go to Israel but settled instead
in the United States or in Western Europe. Internal disagreement
among the Jews themselves, such as the dispute between Israel (which
objected vehemently to their going to the United States instead of
coming to Israel) and American Jewry (which insisted that they have
the right to settle wherever they wish) in no way affected the exodus
of Jews from the Soviet Union. Likewise the Belgrade Conference to
review compliance with the provisions of the'Human Rights of the
Helsinki Final Act' did not change matters in the least - the Soviet
Union didn't even raise the issue of the Noschrim; as many had
feared.

I believe that the problem of Noschrim poses potentially the
most serious threat to Israel, and to World Jewry. Every Soviet
Jew who opts for the U.S.A. and for its material blandishments, also
opts for the continuation of his life in the diaspora, where he is vul-

nerable to the bloodless holocaust of acculturation and assimilation -
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not only he, but also his children and their children - if, indeed
they will still choose to remain as Jews. With the Jewish People
losing a million people every ten years to assimilation, we must

come to grips with the magnitude of the problem. Surely Moses did not
bring the Children of Israel out of bondage so that they would turn
aside from their people when they were free? In Exodus we read

that he asked Pharaoh in the name of the Holy One to "LET MY PEOPLE

GO THAT THEY MAY SERVE ME." Their freedom was to be celebrated not

by their assimilation but by their preservation as a unified Jewish
People.

The heightened awareness of the problem of Noschrim by
American Jewish leaders, teachers and rabbis has led te a marked in-
crease in Jewish educational facilities throughout the United States
for the families of Soviet 'refugees'. But this has not significantly
affected the vast majority of immigrants who have shown little interest
in communal activity. Attempts by Israeli officials in Vienna to stem
the tide of Noschrim have been fruitless, since the Soviet Jew has
decided whether to go to Israel or elsewhere long before he leaves
Russia, and little can be done to influence him by the time he arrives in
Austria. Thus the hemorrhage continues - and we do not need a physician
to tell us that hemmorhage, if not controlled, leads to death.

While one can justly criticize Israel for being unprepared for
the wave of Soviet Aliya in recent years, which led to many Olim re-
porting back to the Soviet Union in negative terms about their new
life in Israel, in the last 18 months, a substantial improvement in
Israeli attitudes is perceptible, and the Soviet Olim are being

received more warmly than heretofore. While the present government

of Israel seems to be more receptive to new ideas and suggestions for



improving the lot of the Soviet immigrants, a great deal remains to
be done. Certain basic issues and problems still must be solved, the
two most important being:
a) THE FIRST YEAR IN ISRAEL: Adjusting from life in a totalitarian
and regimented society to integration in an open, free, competitive society
where problems of housing, schools, social acceptance, language, the
bureaucracy and ideological contrasts all make the settling-in process
extremely difficult is a traumatic experience.
b) THE NEED FOR A JOB IN ONE'S IDENTICAL PROFESSION OR VOCATION:
While this may be difficult for a non-Russian to comprehend. It is an
imperative for any Soviet immigrant. In the Soviet Union, a slave
empire bereft of freedom, where ideology is dead and there are few if any
outlets for human expression, a person's job becomes elevated from a
mere occupation to a new religion. Within the confines of his work-
shop, office or laboratory, it gives the individual freedom. . .freedom
to work, to produce, to create, to express himself, to communicate with
his colleagues, and, to some extent, to compensate for the soclo-
political regimentation outside his place of work. This attachment
to his occupation does not leave him when he crosses the Soviet border.
On the contrary, it becomes reinforced, since it remains a symbol of
security and freedom that will be even more imperative in his new life.
Let us examine the 120,000 immigrants from the Soviet Union who
came to Israel between 1971 and 1978 and successfully integrated. In
analyzing this group, we see that its members came from two specific
regions in the Soviet Union, and from environments that greatly
facilitated their adjustment to Israeli life. First were the Balric
Jews who grew up in a richly-Jewish and Zionistic environment.

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia were renowned as seats of Jewish learning.
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Hebrew was spoken in every home, and children were raised in an en-
vironment of Yiddischkeit and traditional Judaism. The second major
source of immigrants was far removed from the Baltic: Georgia, Bukhara
and the Mountain regions, where Jews had lived since the Second
Commonwealth. Throughout the centuries they had clung to their religious
and national traditions with unparalleled, almost mystical fervor

that could not be dampened or destroyed either by the Tsars or the

K.G.B. When the modernm State of Israel was created these proud Jews
fought unrelentingly for their right to go to live there.

While 120,000 Soviet Jews came to Israel, some 39,000 who left
the Soviet Union did not. Their only concern was to leave the Soviet
Union and establish themselves in Western Europe or the United States
where they would be able to realize their goals which were entirely
materialistic and utterly devoid of Zionist (or occasionally even
Jewish) content. In no way can we blame the rate of "drop-outs'" on the
Soviet Union or on its selection process - the Soviets are not inter-
ested in the fate of emigrants. Moreover, we have no data regarding
the criteria used in selection. Thus, the problem to which we must
address ourselves is how to minimize the immigration of Soviet Jews to
contries outside Israel, and how to maximize the proportion of Soviet
emigrants going to the Jewish State.

Two suggestions are offered in this paper. Both require the
cooperation not only of Israel, but also of world Jewry which cannot and
would not abrogate its responsibility for the safety and well-being
of the Soviet Jews.

We suggest:

a) Everﬁ Jewish family reaching Vienna from the Soviet Union should be

given an outright grant of $5,000.00 in the form of twelve monthly



checks wh;ch would be redeaﬁahle only by the recipient in Israel.
This would represent a gift from World Jewry designed to help each
family overcome the enormous difficulties of its first year in Israel
and ease the problems of housing, education, language, absorption and
social acceptance in the most practical manner possible, while leaving
to the future the less pressing issues of ideology, culture and
quality of life when the Soviet Olim would be settled in their new
homes. These matters are indeed secondary for a family undergoing the
trauma of adjustment to a new lifestyle,.
b) Also in Vienna: the Government of Israel should provide every
breadwinner with a letter guaranteeing that a job within his current
career track will be made available to him within two weeks of his
arrival in Israel. This would necessitate the Ministry of Labor and
the Ministry of Finance developing a marketing strategy to persuade
employers to emply Soviet Olim, recognizing that the first year is one
of adjustment, and that the employer will be compensated by the Govern-
ment for any difference between the worker's productivity and his salary.
These two proposals will, in our wview, increase the number of
Olim, both directly and indirectly. Jews still in the Soviet Union
will receive a much more positive feedback in the form of letters from
new Olim, who have "made it" persuading them to apply to the Ovir for
exit wvisas. This, in tﬁrn, will increase the pressure on this branch
of the Soviet bureaucracy to let out more Jews. The estimated cost
of this program would be $35 million, and would be borme by World Jewry.
Since Israel is vitally in need of immigration for its wvery
sﬁrvival* there is little doubt that the Govermment and the Knesset would
be amenable to these proposals and would heartily endorse them.

In order to discuss these ideas, as well as the many changes in
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the situation of Israel, Soviet Jews and Jews in the free world,

it is suggested that a Third International Conference on Soviet Jewry
be convened. Such a conference would address itself to these changes
and to planning strategy and tactics for the future when the problems
of the persecution of Soviet Jews, the security of Israel in a
changing world, her social and economic problems and the fate of

those Soviet Jews who did not go to Israel, will become increasingly
exacerbated. The Camp David Accord may well give impetus to Aliya,
and this too will require planning and preparation by Jews throughout

the world.
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindier Janyary 23, 1979
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Mrs. Betty GoTomb; Alexander 1. Ross, Albert Vorspan

SOVIET JEWRY TASK FORCE

Unfortunately, I wasn't at the SAC meeting and 1 haven't any 1de2 what
transpired there.'

In any event, that 1s pretty much frrelevant, Khat 1s relevant is solely
the mandate with which the Task Force was charged and that is quite clear:
to develop plans which will help our congregations affect the religious
integration of Russien Jews who choose to emigrate to Amerfca, I didn't
Took up the exact wording but 1 remember the substance well since 1 was
the maker of the motion. Moreover, when 1 met with Betty, both before and
after the Board meeting, that 1s what we discussed,

It is my feeling, obviously contrary to yours, that we can't chisel away
at those matters which are the responsibility of the SAC, to which we turn
for guidance in regard to the Unfon's thinking in the religious actions
realm and which have bearing not only on the stance of the Reform Jewish
community toward the larger community but on all matters effecting the
Jewish community as well.

If Alex Ross and/or Al Vorspan feel differently about this and want to
surrender aspects of their work, I am willing to consider 1t. Why don't
you discuss this with A1 and Alex and when I have their views, I will
consider revising my view 1f necessary.

In the meantime, I continue eagerly to awalt some guidance for our congre-
gations emanating from your Task Force,



g ' MEMORANDUM |

From Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date gJan. 17, 1979
To Rabbi Alexander Schindler falcrared ‘o0’ Jan, 11EH)
Copies Betty Golemb & Al Vorspan

Subject Yours of Jan. 9th - Task Force on Soviet Jewry

I too am sorry you won't be able to attend our Feb. 7th meeting of the Task
Force. Of course, I will share the minutes with you and will keep you up
to date.

Re items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda. These are not on the agenda "for infor-
mational purposes only."

It was not our impression that the mandate of the Task Force was only to
cover matters dealing with the orientation to Reform Judaism of Russian Jewish
emigrees to this country, while matters of policy were to be left to the SAC.

As a matter of fact, I raised this very question at a meeting of the SAC some
time last fall. (The minutes of that meeting were so edited or so written as

to ignore that discussion but I have my own notes of that meeting and know

what was discussed.) It was agreed that a sub committee of members from the
SAC and the Task Force would meet to discuss this issue. I subsequently sent a
memo to Alex Ross, chairman of the SAC indicating that Betty Golomb, chairperson
of the Task Force had appointed members from our Task Force to that sub committee
and that we were ready and eager to initiate the conversations. (See attached
memo to Ross.) We never got an answer or a response. I spocke with Al about
this and asked him to tell Alex we were awaiting a response. To this date --
nothing.

Beyond that, however, I believe it is a mistake to bifurcate between two URHC

bodies the concern, the efforts, the attention that the UAHC gives to the issue

of Soviet Jewry. The SAC deals with the matter through a sub committee (they

too call it a Task Force) which then reports its findings to the Commission.

But, I dare say they do not have on that sub committee the kind of experts we

have on our much larger Task Force. See the attached list of our membership

which you asked for. HNotice that we have on it people like Mike Rukin, Merv Riseman,
chairman of that community's city wide Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

Mrs. Betty Golomb has unusual expertise and interest in this area and serves
on local and national Soviet Jewry commissions. Why shouldn't a UAHC group with
that kind of talent be capable of making policy recommendations as well as the
SAC or any other committee or commission of the UAHC? Knowing as I do how much
work the SAC has, how many issues they deal with, how far flung their interests,
I would think that Al and David would welcome a reduction of their work load.

Secondly, remember that when Betty reported to the UAHC Board last fall, she
didn't just report on matters relating to indoctrinating Russian Jews on Reform
Judaism. Her report also dealt with substantial policy matters. (I have a
copy of her written report if you would like to see confirmation of that.) At

\&g%ég} that time neither you nor Al nor any member of the Board objected to the fact
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Page -2-

that she was also dealing with matters of substance nor do I recall their raising
the issue of whether or not it was legitimate for the chairperson of the Task Force
on Soviet Jewry to deal with these kinds of issues. As a matter of fact that was,
I think, the first time the matter of the UAHC and Soviet Jewry was ever put
before our Board in a substantive way. It confirms my point; that a group which
deals with one issue solely and primarily can and will give it finer attention

than one which treats the issue as one of a whole host of matters with which it
also has to deal.

Finally, the reports we gotback from the guestionnaires we sent out indicate that
our congregations don't have the kind of separate committees vou would like us to
set up here. They don't have one committee for Reform Jewish orientation of
Soviet emigrees in their community and another one to deal with policy matters

re Soviet Jewry. They, to the degree that they have functioning committees at
all, put it all into one committee. That makes sense.

In sum, we consider it a mistake to split the functions as you suggest. It will
complicate, confuse and reduce the effectiveness of our movement's work. A Task
Force on Soviet Jewry should deal with all issues related to the issue.

I am sorry you are away so that we have to discuss these matters via memos. It
obviously isn't the best way. Perhaps when you are back, and can give us a little
time, Betty and I can talk about this matter further with you and Al. In the
meantime, we will be discussing items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda in a substantive
and not just a "for information only" fashion. MWNaturally, we will share our
recommendations with you and whoever else is appropriate.

Al and Alex Ross will be invited to the Feb., 7th meeting. As a matter of fact,
I think they have been already.

BB:mn
attach.
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MEMORANDUM

Date October 27, 1978

Rabbi Balfour Brickner
From

Alex Ross
To

. . Betty Golomb & Al W
Copy for information of el gl

g Soviet Jewry: Joint consultation
Subject %

You will recall that as a result of the recent SAC meeting it was decided that the
SAC's committee on Soviet Jewry and the UAHC's Task Force on Soviet Jewry would
initiate a consultation process, especially on matters of policy and social import
such as the Olympic Games situtation, ete.

I am pleased to tell yocu that Betty colemb, the chairperson of the Task Force now
has such a sub committee. It is ready to meet with the SAC's sub committee as soon
as possible. If you will tell me who your people are, I will be glad to put such a
meeting together. If you want to do it, let me know and I will send you the names
of our sub committee persons.

look forward to the meeting. Let me know.

L X

Thanks and regards.

—
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January 23, 1976

Mr. Starley Lowell, Chairman
Hational Conference on Soviet Jewry
—11 West 4252 Street

Hﬂm.ﬂ.f- 10036

Dear Stanely:

The enclosed envelope was addressed to the Chief Rabbi of the USA and
while I am much impressed that the Washington Postal Department knew

just who that was in forwarding the letter to me, I think its subject
matter is of more concern to the NCSJ.

are in Yiddish so I will tell you that the
ter would like to locate his brother who moved to Bostom in 1912,

America
donj¢ know fow these requests are handled but I am sure you will see

:
Ha
:
:
|



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler January 9,
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Al Verspan

In regard to your memo of Dacember 29, I am really sorry that I
won't be abla to attend the meeting of the Task Force on Soviet
Jewry. 1I'11 be in Israel. I feel doubly bad about missing the
meeting inasmuch as I gave the impetue toward the formation of
the Task Force.

1 read the agenda with a good deal of interest and hope you will
send me a copy of the minutes so that I can be kept apprised of
developments.

Items 4/ and 5/ on the agenda perplex me somewhat. As far as I

am concerned, these matters are for the Social Action Commission.
The Task Force, as I envisaged it, was to be concerned primarily
with the Reform religious orientation of Russian Jews who have
dacided to come to the United States. If these items are on the
agenda for informatiomal purposees, fine. But the stance of the
Union om such issues as the Olympic Cames and other policies af-
fecting the Americen Jewish community working with regard to

Soviet Jewry should remain in the hands of the Commission on Social
Action.

Please let me have a list of the Task Force membears.

Warm regards.

1979



MEMORANDUM |

From Rabbi Balfour Brickner Date

To Rabbis: Alexander Schindler, Stuart Gertman & Karen Fox

- Mr. Al Vorspan
Copies petty Golomb

Subject Attached - Soviet Jewry Task Force meeting February 7th, 1979

F.Y. I,

Stu - Karen - I particularly hope the date is clear in your calendar.
Very much want you to report on NYFRS activities.

BE:mn
attach.

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
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nand January 3, 1979
npaIpgnn

aprmra

FROM: Betty Golomb, Chairperson of UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry
TO: Members of the Task Force

SUBJECT: Next Meeting of Task Force - Wednesday February 7, 1979
10: 00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. (lunch will be served) at the UAHC

It is time for us to come together again. Much has happened. There is much to
report and some decisions will have to be made.

The model Friday evening service is nearly ready. Other materials are being
printed in Russian and we are actively supporting some work being done here in
+he New York recion under the guidance of the WYFRS.

While a more complete agenda will be sent later, at least the following items
will be considered:

1. Report on the model Friday Evening Service.

2. fTranslation into Russian of "Keeping Posted" issue on reform Judaism and
other informational material.

3. Results of our guestionnaire.
4. The Olympic Games - our position.
Trade agreements.

Immigration - possible briefing from JDC official.

5. dJerry Goodman, Executive Director of The National Conference on Soviet Jewry
will be with us and brief us.

6. MActivities of The New York Federation of Reform Synagogues and other regional
efforts.

7. Do we foster separate religion structures for soviet Jews or seek to integrate
them into cur congregations.

wWe have chosen this date for our Task Force meeting since the National Conference
on Soviet Jewry will be meeting in New York City on Monday & Tuesday Feb, 5-6th.
We thought some of you coming from out of town might be interested also in attend-
ing those meetings.

A reply card is enclosed for your convenience.

I trust you had a Happy chanuko and a joyful (secular) New Year.

lLook forward to seeing you ©n Wed. February 7, 1978.
’g"l ow

BEB:mn

e aamenYAr ERAYO



Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler November 7, 198

Betty Golomb and Rabbl Balfour Brickner

Aron Hirt=-Manhelimer

Connle Kreshtool told me a fascinating success story Involving

a Russian Jewish family now Integrated Into Beth Emeth of
Wilmington, Deleware. It all began years ago when the congre=-
gation "adopted" a family from Leningrad as a Pen Pal. Eventually,
the famlly left Russla, went to Vienna and then came to the U.S.
and members of Beth Emeth helped them settie in Wilmington, they
even helped the father obtaln a Job at DuPont. For about a year
the family chose to remaln distant from the congregation but today
they are fully integrated, the children have been consecrated as
students In the religlous school and attend regulariy. It Is a
moving story and you might want to ask Connle to write It up for
your round-up or for REFORM JUDAISH.



November &, 1978

Mr. James P. Rice

Jewlsh Federation

One South Frankllin Street
Chicago, I111. 60606

Dear Jim:

It was good chatting with you. | appreciate your note
of October 31 in regard to the Federation program 8ar
Soviet Jewish ehlldren and their familles. | have shared
the JTA Item with Betty Golomb, Chairperson of our Task
Force, and Balfour Brickner, staff consultant. They will
be In contact wlth you.

| Bhought you would be Interested In the enclosed Item
which will appear In a forthcomlng adition of ocur news-
paper, REFORM JUDAISM. Borls Gorokhov is a young Russlan
emigre who has attended our Camp Harlam In Pennsylvania
for the past two summers.

With warmest regards, | am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

Encl.
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Jewish Federatiom

of Metropolitan Chicago
One South Franklin Street » Chicago, Ill. 60606 » Telephona, Financial 6-6700

A Beneficiary of tha Jewish United Fund
of Metropolitan Chicago

October 31, 1978

Rabbi Alex Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex,

Thanks for your telephone call about the
MNational Commission on Russian Jewry. I
was very interested to know about the ef-
forts of our Reform movement to help
Soviet Jewish kids integrate into the
religious community.

In this connection, I am enclosing a copy

of the JTA story about the special program
supported by our Federation enabling Soviet
Jewish voungsters to attend afternoon school.

I look forward to receiving from you the
translations of some of the liturgical material
that your staff has prepared.

With best wishes,

Since ely,

“HE
James é?_ﬁfte

JPR:FGH
cc: Robert L. Adler

B -
& G-

A Member of the United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
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CHICAGO FEDERATION STARTS
EDUCATION PLAN FOR SOVIET TOTS

CHICAGO (JTA)--A new program of Jew-
ish education has been initiated in Chicago this
fall for recently arrived Soviet Jewish families
whose children attend public schools. The 36-
week program was started by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Metropolitan Chicogo, in cooperation
with four of its affiliates and beneficiary agen-
Cles.

The program started Sept. 2| with ten
pupils, aged eight to ten, participating in five
sessions a week at on orea congegation and at
a nearby Jewish community center, according to
David Smerling, Federation president. He
louded the program as completing a comprehen-
sive Jewish educational system set up and funded
by the Federation for Soviet Jews resettling here.

Richard Dublin, program coordinator with
the Jewish Family end Community Service, said
he expected attendance to increase to more than
50 children, as new Soviet fomilies crrive here
at a rate of about 25 a month.

The program blends formal cle:sroon instrue
tion with leisure=time social and cultural octiv-
ities. In the five-day-a-week program, the
children receive six hours of classroom instruc-
tion at Congregation B'nai Zion, two hours each
Sundoy moring ond two afternoons a week. Two
hours of music, arts and crafts, dance and drama
are provided on each of the two weekday after-
noons at the Rogers Park Jewish Community Cen
ter.

The classroom curriculum=--especially es-
tablished by the Associated Telmud Torahs and
the Board of Jewish Education==includes Hebrew
Bible studies, Jewish history, Jewish laws and
culture.

The supervising classroom teacher and the
Jewish center counselor work together to assure

'

e_}pecinlly in relation to holiday celebrations. Some
of the activities will be conducted with other Jewish
center groups ond area Sunday school clases to help
the Soviet youngsters make new friends.

Pupils are bussed to and from class and activities
sessions. The JFCS, which has overall responsibility
for resettlement aid to Soviet Jewish families, coor-
dinates the program with the education agencies.
Parental education, on important phase of the program,
will be conducted by the JFCS through group meetings,
co-led by the supervising classroom teacher, and
through special family events centered around the Jew-
ish holidays.

The program, called "Mehina, " Hebrew for
"preparation, " is structured so that the children will
be able to continue their Jewish studies at area congre-
gational schools as soon s they are ready, said Jules
Cogan, JFCS president. An advisory committee of
rabbis and school principals, parents and community
leaders, is planned to assure smooth transition to con-
gregational schools, Cogan said.

He said most participants will be fomilies in
their first year of resettlement whose children do not
attend Federation-supported day schools. Two classes
are planned for this Ell, one for children eight to ten,
ond the second for children Il to 13. Class size will
be limited to 25. Volunteer classroom cides will be
used fo provide individualized help and tutoring,
Cogan said.

Other Federation-supported educational pro-
grams for E:;ungsrers of the Soviet newcomers include:
nursery schools; Jewish day schools; tutorial help to

prepare children for day school enrollment; scholar-
ships to cungregc:ﬁunurschools; and day care, da
camp and summer camp. Some 250 Russian Jewisg
children are enrolled in these programs.

Last year, 697 Soviet Jews, about 230 families,
resettled in Chicago. This year, more than 100 Soviet
Jews are arriving each month. Since 1975, nearly
2000 Soviet Jewish refugees have resettled here.

thnt the activities reinforce the clossroom studies,

This year, the Federation has earmarked about

$150,000 for the education of recently arrived
Soviet Jews in addition to its $2.4 million allo-
cation for formal Jewish education, described as
the lorgest amount spent for such education by
any Jewish community in the United States.
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It was very difficult for me to leave
Russia. I lived in a comfortable two-
bedroom apartment which, by Rus-
sian standards, was probably upper
middle-class. I went to a special En-
glish school for four years, ever since
first grade, and I had many close
friends. I felt comfortable and secure,
so it was very hard to understand why
m}rlpa rents were taking me away from
it all.

At eleven, 1 could not comprehend
the fact that being a Jew meant that [
had very few opportunities to make it
in Russia. Although I did not say
anything to my parents, deep inside |

ﬂ;laﬂ'_‘,aﬁ,r upset about leaving behind
—atlmy fricnds, my whole life. When

< we got to America [ felt even worse for

it was such a different way of life.

Classmates Cruel

My first year here was spent mainly
trying to learn English fluently, When
we came to America, we settled in
New York. but after a year we moved
to Virginia where 1 had to start mak-
ing new friends again. I discovered at
school that there were a lot of things
about America I did not know. Lwas
hard for me to prove myself in sports
for in America they played football
and softball while in Rusecia they
played soccer and hockey. My
classmates did not understand my
background and treated me very
cruelly whenever 1 did or said some-
thing naive. They did not have much
respect for me, an attituce that hurt
me: very much. In Russia, 1 had many
close friends.

Also, | did nol know much about
Judaism. I had always considered the
Jewish peaple to be a nationality
rather than a religious group. That is
what they are in Russia. I never had
any Jewish education and knew litth:
of Jewish history. Although I was
without a Jewish education and all my
friends in Russia were not Jews. [ still
felt internal strength and prife as a
Jewe. 1.

"'r-\-)



Apprehensive about Camp

My -bad experiences in America.
combined with my ignorance of
Judaism. made me very apprehensive
about going to a Jewish cainp. How-
ever. when I got to Camp Harlam, |
was very surprised to find the kids so
friendly. They were very interested in
my background and asked me
thousands of questions. They were
very paticnt and helped me adjust to
the American way of life. I became
more secure in myself and for the first
time since leaving Russia I began to
have real friends. '

Bar Mitzvah at Harlam

I also began to understand my
Jewish background. Through the
shiur program 1 began to learn the
history and religion of the Jews. My
counselor, who fought in the Yom
Kippur War, told me about his war
experiences and 1 began to feel the
might and the pride of my Jewish
identity. He suggested that I have a
Bar[Mitzvah at camp. I learned my
Torah portion in ten davs. I'll never
forget that sunny Saturday morning
when my bunkmates performed the
service and I nervously read my Torah
portion as 300 pairs of eves watched
me intently. 1 did not realize the full
importance of the ceremony until I
was much older.

Probably the most important thing .
that camp taught me was how to relate -
to people through learning. 1 learned a
lot about myselfl and became more
sure of mysclf. I met Rabbi Laslo Ber-
kowitz who invited me to join his
congregation back home. 1 joined the
temple, went to Sunday school, and
got involved in the temple youth
group. Participating in all the ac-

tivities, | made many new friends, :
| —-'
Most Important Posessions /fj
‘Istay in close contact With my camp

fricnds. They are the most important
possessions 1 have,

I have come a long way from the
scared little Jewish Russian boy that
knew so little about America and
Judaism. And. although I am as
American as any kid who is a Yankee
fan. I do not forget from where I came
and how lucky I am. If it were not for -
those people who fought for me and
who gave me a chance to adjust, |
would probably have had a § very
different fate. My only wish is thata
Soviet Jews bir as lucky as 1 was and
that they not be forgotten.

This article is based on a speech by
Boris Corokhov, 15, to the UAHC
Executive Commiltie,




Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler October 31, 1978

Mrs. Betty Golomb; Rabbl Balfour Brickner
Mr. Robert L. Adler; Rabbl Charles J. Kroloff

| attended the HUC~JIR Board meeting today and In my report for

the Union | broached the subject of Russlan Jewry and the need

to Integrate them Into our congregational life. | described

some of the work of your Task Force. Immedlately after the meet~
ing, three people approached me with Ideas which may be of Interest.

1/ Chuck Kroloff Informed me that a member of his congregatlon,
Ms. Blanche Ross, 1016 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. = BU B-34134,

is very much concerned about the rellgious Integration Issue. She
kinows a great deal about the subject and should be Invited to work
with the Task Force. She is currently the President of NYANA and
is a past-Chalrwoman of the New York UJA Women's Division (she's
alse Chuck's cousin). In other words, she's a natural for the work
and ought to be approached to serve on the Task Force.

2/ A College-Institute Board member from Denver = his name has
slipped my memory at the moment but no matter - told me his congre=
gatien In Denver offers free membership to Russian Jews and scholar=
ships for kids to Camp Schwayder.

I think It would be well In this connection If the Tesk Force
were very soon to come forward with an actlion memorandum to our
congregations, urging them to do similar things. You should also
Include other ldeas which have come to your attentlion. Tell them
alsc how they can get the addresses of Russian Jews living In thelr
areas. The goal here clearly Is to gain the rellgious Integration
of these people through involvement In Reform congtegations.

3/ Bob Adler told me that the CJFWF has substantial sums avallable
for Russian Jews and that a peetlon of this multi=milllon dellar
budget has been assigned for "rellglous esducation purposes.” Jim
Rice, the Director of the Chlicage Federation, |s a member of the
CJFWF Task Force. He's also an actlve member of one of our Chicago
congregations. Jim ls a highly Intelllgent person, as you know, |
spoke to him and apprised him of the exlstence of our Task Force.
You, too, might want to call him elther before or after the General
Assembly of the CJFWF.



Edith J. Miller September 18, 1978
Joshua M. Dwork

Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Enclosed is Manny Rosenthal's check for $400. for the Task Force on
Soviet Jewry of the UAHC. This gift was made by Manny in order to
make possible a special English teaching program in Brooklyn under
the auspices of the Task Force.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler August 15, 1978
Rabbl Balfour Brickner

Theodore K. Broldo and Albert Vorspan
RUSSIAN JEWRY

As | told you, and this is also by way of Informing Al and Ted, | would 1lke
Betty Golumb to prepare a full report on the Soviet Jewry Task Force. What

| would 1ike Is something comprehensive which will focus essentially on three
elements:

1/ Descriptive: What the probiem Is. The need for efforts on the part of
the Jewish conmunity to help integrate Russian Jews Jewishly here. What
others are doing.

2/ what are Reform congregations doing now and what the Union Is doing now
(translatlons, etc).

3/ A projection of an ldeal program for our congregations, regions and
national body.

| understand from Ted that our Executlve Committee agenda is rather skimpy.
Could this report possibly be ready for September 187

Also, please be sure to call Arie Gluck, if you have not already done so,
about the young man | told you about whe is working at our camp and whose
parents came here from Russia three yasars ago. | do not know whether his
parents are In any way Integrated within a Reform congregation but It would
be good to liven up the report with scme expression of a personal account.
As | told you, the young man Is quite articuiate.
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DATE: September 1978
FROM: Betty Golomb, Chairperson, The Task Force on
Soviet Jewry of the UAHC
TO: Rabbis, Congregational Presidents, Social Action
Chairpersons
SUBJECT: Questionnaire for Congregations on Soviet Jewish

Emigres in the United States

The Task Force on Soviet Jewry, recently appointed by the UAHC Board
of Trustees, has as one of its prime responsibilities the development
of programs for the absorption of Soviet Jews in our religious
community.

In order to ascertain what has already been undertaken by your congre-
gation, what problems you have encountered and how we can assist you,
we have designed the enclosed questionnaire. Please answer those
guestions that pertain to your local synagogque program. Where you
have undertaken means of integrating new emigres other than those we
have covered, please add your own description and evaluation of the
Projects.

We hope that you will be able to answer no later than October 30th.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me for
clarification.

enc.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CONGREGATIONS

THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
OF THE UAHC
BETTY GOLOMB, CHAIRPERSON

1. How many Soviet Jews have settled in your community in the past
seven years? Give an approximate figure

With how many have you had contact?

2. Has your synagogue programmed for or offered any services to aid
in the absorption of these newcomers? Yes No

If your answer if "Yes" check, where applicable, the kinds of
programs or services you have been able to provide:

__ Welcoming newcomers on arrival in the community

____Visiting newcomers to assist them in learning about the community
___Providing transportation

____Sponsoring English language training programs

___ Setting up baby-sitting facilities

__Invitations to Sabbath services

__ Invitations to holiday services

____Invitations to Holy Day services

Social evenings at the synagogue to meet members of the congregation and/or
other emigrees

Invite teenagers to participate in youth activities
Accept children in the religious school
Offer scholarships to camp programs of the Reform Jewish Movement

Offer temple membership
How many have remained as members?

Other functions:

Do you offer courses to them in Reform Judaism?

If so, what kind of materials are useful to you?
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What has been the response to these efforts?

If your answer to question #2 is "No," describe briefly the reasons:

Has the synagogue budgeted any funds or assumed any financial role
for Soviet Jewry? If so, describe

Is your congregation represented on your Jewish community's local
coordinating committee, responsible for resettlement of the Soviet
Jews in your community? Yes No

Check appropriately (/):
Responsibility fully assumed Eesmnsibﬂity shared
by congregation ith other local groups

Housing procurement

House furnishing

Job procurement

English language teaching

If your synagogue is not involved in the over-all resettlement programs,
have you developed other activities to help emigrees in community adjustment?
Explain.
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How has the synagogue obtained the names of or made its contacts
with Russian Jews in the community?

What questions do Russian Jews ask you about Reform Judaism?

What can/should this Task Force do to help you in your efforts in
behalf of Soviet Jewry?

Name and address of congregation's Soviet Jewry Committee Chairperson:

Name Phone No.

Address

Congregation

City State Zip

Thank you for your cooperation.

Please return to: Betty Golomb, Chairperson
UAHC Soviet Jewry Task Force
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 701
New York, New York 10021
(212) 249-0100, Ext. 280



d MEMORANDUM

From Rabbi Balfour Brick
O a 1 a' our ricKkner Da'te Sept‘ ﬁ, 1978

To Ted Broido
Copies Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Al Vorspan & Betty Golomb

Subject UAHC Executive Board Meeting September 1Bth - Betty Golomb

Betty is prepared to make her presentation re our Soviet Jewry Task Force
on September 1B8th.

vy what time? Please let her know. Her phone numbers are:
! (516) 944-8730
(212) 879-6881

Also, let me know!

Alex: I've checked with Arie Gluck re Soviet Jewish young person. He's
lost track of him temporarily but is trying to run him down. If he can,
e'll get back to me. We will work him in if it is possible. I"ll have

to clear that further with Betty. ;ﬁjﬂﬁe)
P.S. We will want to distribute copies of the attached guestionnaire to

all members of the Executive Board. We have enough copies in our
office. Do you want them in the kits?

X3

\\V” Union of American Hebrew Congregations
2% 8a8 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY. 10021 (212) 249-0100

B =]
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CONGREGATIONS

THE TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
OF THE UAHC
BETTY GOLOMB, CHAIRPERSON

1. How many Soviet Jews have settled in your community in the past
seven years? Give an approximate figure

With how many have you had contact?

2. Has your synagogue programmed for or offered any services to aid
in the absorption of these newcomers? Yes No

If your answer if "Yes" check, where applicable, the kinds of
programs or services you have been able to provide:

____MWelcoming newcomers on arrival in the community

___Visiting newcomers to assist them in learning about the community
___Providing transportation

____Sponsoring English language training programs

____Setting up baby-sitting facilities

___ Invitations to Sabbath services

_ Invitations to holiday services

___ Invitations to Holy Day services

Social evenings at the synagogue to meet members of the congregation and/or
other emigrees

Invite teenagers to participate in youth activities
Accept children in the religious school
Offer scholarships to camp programs of the Reform Jewish Movement

Offer temple membership
How many have remained as members?

Other functions:

Do you offer courses to them in Reform Judaism?

If so, what kind of materials are useful to you?
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What has been the response to these efforts?

If your answer to question #2 is "No," describe briefly the reasons:

Has the synagogue budgeted any funds or assumed any financial role
for Soviet Jewry? If so, describe

Is your congregation represented on your Jewish community's Incg]
coordinating committee, responsible for resettlement of the Soviet
Jews in your community? Yes No

Check appropriately (/):

Responsibility fully assumed Eespunsibi]ity shared
by congregation ith other local groups

Housing procurement

House furnishing

Job procurement

English language teaching

If your synagogue is not involved in the over-all resettlement programs,

have you developed other activities to help emigrees in community adjustment?
Explain.
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How has the synagogue obtained the names of or made its contacts
with Russian Jews in the community?

What questions do Russian Jews ask you about Reform Judaism?

What can/should this Task Force do to help you in your efforts in
behalf of Soviet Jewry?

Name and address of congregation's Soviet Jewry Committee Chairperson:

Name Phone No.

Address

Congregation

City State Zip

Thank you for your cooperation.

Please return to: Betty Golomb, Chairperson
UAHC Soviet Jewry Task Force
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 701
New York, New York 10021
(212) 249-0100, Ext. 280



Edith J. Miller 8/18/78

Joshua M. Dwork

Please issue a check in the amount of $82.00 to Boris Gorokhove
651 Truman Lane, Falls Churech, VA.

He is the young Russian Jewish lad who addressed the Executive
Committee meeting, as part of the report on the Task Force on
Russian Jewry. Thisg reimbursement is te be charged to the meet-
ing and not to the Task Force.



September 19, 1978

Mr. E. M. Rosenthal
3709 East FPirst Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76111l

Dear Manny:

Your beautliful response to the report coffi the Task Force
on Russian Jewry wes deeply appreciated. You are a con-
tinuing source of suppert in so many ways and we are very
grateful to you.

Thanks, too, for your £fine report for the Biennial Program
Committee. It was succinct and informational and we all
look forward to a marvelous convention in Teoronto.

It is my fond hope that the convention program will include
8 meaningful presentation on Russian Jewry. This is a most
critical aspect of our work and it is my fond hope that it
will become a truly high priority on the agendas of our
member congregations. By highlighting the work of the Task
Force at the Blennial we can help our congregations in their
efforte in this area of Jewish life.

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards to you and Roz and
our best wishes for the Hew Year.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



September 19, 1978

Mr. Boris Gorokhevw
651 Truman Lane
Balls Church, WVA.

Dear Boris:

IT was a2 joy to see you again and a very special privilege
to have you address the Executive Committee of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations. Our pecple were moved by
your words. It meant much to us all to have you share your
thoughts with us.

Under separate cover a check will be sent to you within a
few days to cover your airfare to and from New York.

I hope you are well settled in schoel and that the year

ahead will be a happy and fulfulling one for you. My best
to you and your family for & healthy and happy New Year.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



September 1%, 1978

Mrs. Dan Golomb
€4 Eirech Street
Port Washington, N.Y¥. 11050

Daar Betty:

Thank you for taking the time to report to our Executive
Committee on the work of the Task Force on Russian Jewry.
You were wonderful and I think you sensed the great im-
pact your report had on our members. We are grateful for
all that you dol

Boris touched us all, I shall write to him to express my
appreciation and he will, of course, ba reimbursed for his
travel expenses. It was a neautiful presentation and I
thank you for making the necessary arrangements to have
him with us.

With fondeat regards to you and Dan and best wisheas for the
New Year, in which Rhea joibs, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindlar



Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbl Bal four Brickner

Thanks for the proposed budget for the Soviet Jewry
ProJect. This should now be written up for the
Memorial Foundatlion, with detailed Information on
the project and possibly coples of some of the
booklets to be translated, for formal transmittal.

Perhaps it would be well for you to discuss the
projJect with Sherman or Hochbaum before sending In
the proposal and you might also check to determine
the deadline for requesting a grant. | have a feel-
ing you might have to get the peoposal to them by
January 1, 1978. Double check.

12/21/77
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MEMORANDUM

Dec, 20, 1977

Date
From Rabbi Balfour Brickner
To Rabbi Alexandexr Schindler
Copy for information of _Betty Golumb & Al Vorspan
Subject Budget for UAHC Presidential Task Force on Soviet Jewry

when the Memorial Foundation meets you can submit the following budgetary
request:

Stage 1

l. Preparations and publication of booklet (in Russian) of daily prayers,
holiday and home celebrations

5,000 booklets / 30 pages 54,000
translation s00
clerical 1,500
printing and publicaticn 2,000

2. Printing and publication of sabbath service
5,000 bocklets / 30 pages 54,600
translation 600
{special knowledge of Russian and
biblical Hebrew required)

clerical 1,500
printing and publication 2,500
3. Printing and publication of High Holy Day Service 56,000
5,000 copies - cloth bound/50 pages
translation 500
clerical 2,000
printing and publication 3,500
4, Overall administrative costs 51,500

phone, cost of office space,
xerox, etc

5. Mailing and distribution of material $2,500

TOTAL====  $1B,600
*ﬁ,vf : \ f%“\ o
c (!



Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler December 15, 1377
Rabbl Balfour Brickner

Albert Vorspan

SOVIET JEWRY PROJECT

Please don't forget to glve me a prospectus and budget for our
Soviet Jewry Absorption project. | don't want us to miss the
opportunity to present our request to the Memorial Foundatlon
for Jewish Culture.



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler B8ctober 14,
Rabbl Balfour Brickner

Al Vorspan

SOVIET JEWRY TASK FORCE

Alas, we do not have funds budgeted for the Soviet Jewry
Task Force but | am confident it will be possible for us
to galn funds from outslde sources.

The Memcrlal Foundatlon for Jewish Culture should be
approached for a grant to ald us In the translation of
materfals from Engllish to Russian. Before you write up
a proposal, | would suggest you discuss the matter with
Dr. Jerry Hochbaum or Dr. Joshua Sherman of the Memoria
Foundation,.... 679-b074,

Let me also note that In making a written request, you
double or quadruple the sum of money requlired for actual
costs since they usually geant less than the requested

amount @ﬁ)

1977



Al = Betty has New York phone 212-879-6881

June 16, 1977

Mrs. David Golomb
64 Birch Street
Port Washington, W.¥. 11050

Dear Betty:

At this past week-end's Board of Trustees meeting I asked for
approval for the formation of a Task Force on Soviet Jewry and
am pleased to advise that the Board was most positive in its

reaction. My regquest was given unanimous approval.

At my request, Matt Ross will be inviting you to chalr this
Task Forca. I know you will do a splendid job and I am very
grateful to you for your earmest desire to render service in
this most important area.

Regretfully, my travel schedule will have me lesaving the country
almost immadiately after my return from the CCAR Conference, and
I shall only attend that meeting for a day or two. Thus, I am
asking Al Vorspan to meet with you in order to discuss the make-
up of the Task Force membership as well as the thrust of its
work. Ted Broido may also have some suggestions in regard to
membership and I am asking him to share them with Al. When

I return to the office late this summer I will plan on meeting
with you to further discusas the program.

With gratitude and warmest regards from house to house, I am

Bincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

ec: Albert Vorspan
Theodore E. Broido



BALTIMORE HEBREW COLLEGE

EB00 PARK HEIGHTS AVEMUE

BALTIMORE, MD. 21215

Center for the Study of J‘.‘I-“:'I' g4 301-466-7900
Soviet Jewish Emigration o -

and Resettlement ™\ }' J_l ' } f

A May 12, 1977

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman

Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
515 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I have enclosed a complimentary copy of The Soviet Jewish
Emigre, which contains the proceedings of a national con-
ference held at the Baltimore Hebrew College last December,
and which was devoted to an interchange between academic
specialists on the Soviet Union and Jewish community pro-
fessionals involved in the resettlement of Soviet Jewish
immigrants,

This is a publication of our Center for the Study of Soviet
Jewish Emigration and Resettlement, which is devoted to re-
search and dissemination of information to resettlement
professionals and all others interested and involved in

the integration of Soviet Jewish emigres into the American
Jewish community. We hope that the enclosed volume will
prove interesting and useful to you and your organization.
Additional copies can be obtained from the Baltimore Hebrew
College at 54,00 per copy.

Sincerely yours,
b N2

Jerome M. Gilison
Director

JMG/bbm

Enclosure
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Soviet
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11 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 « (212) 354-1510

ational
Conferen

ce

June 10, 1976

Rabbi Alex Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congrepations

838 Fifth Averme )} |

New York, New York 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

This will acknowledge receipt of $1,500 in dues
to the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, for
the year 1976,

Our thanks for your cooperation and concern.

Sincerely,

e,
J Goodman™

Executive Director
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ALEXANDER GINZBURG DEFENSE COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 3343

Grand Central Station
New York, N.Y. 10017
usa

Tel: (212) 826-6477

March 15, 1978
Dear Member of the Committee:

I am writing first to thank you for joining the
Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee. A comparable
committee has just been established in England, and
we hope soon to co-ordinate our efforts.

Secondly, I am writing to tell you that we plan

to run a half page ad in The Washington Post on Tues-

day, March 21, 1978. The text of the ad is enclosed.

If you do not wish to have your name appear at
the bottom of this ad as a member of the Committee, I
would be grateful if you would please call me as soon
as you can at (202) 331-5036. If you have objections,
I must hear from you by Saturday, March 18, 1978.
I do apologize for the rush. =

Thank yvou again for your support in this impor-
tant effort.

Best wishes,

G

Gregory

B .y

Craig
Williams & Connolly
1000 Hill Building
Wwashington, D.C. 20006



Text of Half Page Ad
The Washington Post
Tuesday, March 21, 1978

Mercy is about to be put on trial.
Alexander Ginzburg is a child of today's Gulag Archipelago.

He has already served seven years in Soviet forced labor
camps, and now, the threat of another, even lengthier sen-
tence looms over him. On February 3, 1977, he was arrested
for the third time. Since then, he has been held incommuni-
cado in Kaluga Prison.

Why was Alexander Ginzburg arrested?

-— because he acted as administrator for the Russian Social
Fund, founded by Alexander Solzhenitsyn to help political
prisoners confined for their beliefs in Soviet camps,
jails and psychiatric hospitals and to aid their suffering
families;

-- because, as a member of the Moscow Helsinki Watch Group,
he denounced the Soviet government's non-compliance with
the Helsinki Accords.

"The case of Alexander Ginzburg may prove to the world that
Stalinism is not dead in the Soviet Union. The Soviet
authorities are engaged in a massive campaign to invent,
fabricate and manufacture evidence against Alexander Ginzburg."

Statement of Ginzburg's Attorney at the
International Sakharov Hearings in Rome
If Alexander Ginzburg is brought to trial, it will mean that
-— it is a crime in the Soviet Union to dispense mercy;

== it is a crime in the Soviet Union to say the truth
about violations of law and international agreements.

Our attention remains focused on Alexander Ginzburg's case.
That is why we have formed the Alexander Ginzburg Defense
Committee. (Affiliations are for identification purposes only)

Members of the Committee

Help free Alexander Ginzburg. For more information, please
write or call:

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee
P.0O. Box 3343

Grand Central Station

New York, New York 10017

(212) B826-6477



} March 13, 1978

Rabbi Alexander I, Schindler

Union of Arerican Hebrew Congregeations
838 Tifth Avenue

New York, ¥.Y. 10021.

Dear RHabbi Schindler,

I wish to thank you very much for joining us in
the Committee on behz=lf of Alexander Cinzburg, an outstanding
human being whose acts of mercy have led to his third arrest,
over & year ago, and who has been in jail ever since.

Prior to his confienement he was z member of the Noscow
Helsinki Watch Group and he was the executor of the Russian
Social Pund which has been providing aid to Soviet prisoners of
conscience and their suffering families. It was through Alexender
Ginzburg that help waes dispensed to hundreds of needy children,
wives and mothers.

He has slready served seven years in concentration camys
and those years have left their mark on his health. We fear that
Alexander Ginzburg will not survive another term of imprisomment.
e also feel very strongly that it is imrortant to affirm that the
right to exercise mercy is a basic human right which should be
defended everywhere.

We ere enclosing some documentation recently received
from the Soviet Union concerning Ginzburg's appalling case. We
do hope that you will find the time to read this evidence and
that you will be able to remind publiec opinion of what is happening
to him. This will mesn resel help not only for Ginzburg himself,
but for =1l the thousands of prisoners' suffering families who
need our FTund's aid.

I thank you oncesagain for joining us in our efforts.

Very sincerely

Natalia Solzhenitsyn
Fresident, Hussian Scecial

" Fund for Fersecuted FPersons
and Their Families.
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* Wllllams Retained to Defend

~+ Soviet Dissident Ginzburg

GINZBURG, From Al

Williams spent the day Satur-
day with Solzhenitsyn in Caven-
dish, Vt, where the Nobel Prize-
winning author now lives, Solzhen-
itsyn told him he feared Ginzburg
could not survive if he is impris-
oned again.

Ginzburg has twice served pri-
son sentences in the past, and
suffers from ulcers. He had pneu-
monia at the time of his arrest
in a phone booth ouiside his
apariment mear Moscow, according
{o friends there.

Reports from Moscow over the
weekend guoted dissident sources
as saying Ginzburg is being charg-
ed under Article 70 of the penal
code which covers “anti-Soviet”
behavior. He was previously con-
victed under this article, so he

could now be liable {o a senience
of 10 vears ~

In 1861 Williams represenied a
Soviet employee of the United
Nations who was arrested in New
York on charges of espionage. In
that case Willlams was retained
by the Soviet govrenment. His
client was eventually allowed to
leave the country without being
tried.

Gingburg has been held incom.

_municado at a prison in Kaluga

outside Moscow since his arrest

The KGB often takes many months

to prepare a case against such

political prisoners before bringing -
them to trial.

Williams said vesterday he had
not discussed the question of a
{ee for his work with Solzhenitsyn,
and he declined to say whether he

- would ask to be paid.

Text of Solzhenitsyn Note

+~ Following is the text of a letter
from Alezander Sol:henitsyn to Ed-
ward Benneit Williams, asking Wil-
liams to represent Alerander I
Ginzburg, the Soviet dissident. Sol-
shenitsyn released the letter to The
Washingion Post yesterday.

Dear Dr. Williams,

1 hereby request you lo assume
»-the legal defense .of Alexander
- M'ich Ginzburg, born in 1936, in
. the USSR. . - ;

Since 1974 Alexander Ginzburg

has been the main representative
of the Russian Social Fund, estab-

lished by myself and ratified by
. the Swiss state authorities. In

such capacity he helped many
hundreds of prisoners in labor
camps and in jail as well as their
tormented families.

Due to strenuocus opposition on
the part of the Soviet authorities,
‘this was an extremely difficult
task exacting the highest moral
quality to be able. to. perform it.
Alexander Ginzburg was able to
_do so precisely thanks to his ex-
ceplional moral fiber.

In 1976 Ginzburg also took part
In the activity of the Moscow
group monitoring the observance
of the Helsinki agreement by the
Soviet authorities. :

In 1977 Ginzburg was arrested.

As the Soviet authorities can-
not afford to iry Ginzburg openly
for his charitable work, they will
resort to false charges. This sup-
position is based not only on my
thorough acquaintance with the
Soviet investigational and judicial
system, but also and mainly on
the authorities’ behavior, At the
gearch “which took place in Janu-
ary, KGB officials planted foreign
currency in Ginzburg's flat. I de-
clare responsibly that Ginzburg
had no dealings whatsoever with
foreign currency. Further, the
Soviet press published statements
against Ginzburg charging him
with absurd criminal offenses.
Soviet reality shows that no mat-
ter how absurd, accusations prof-
fered by the press invariably find
their way into court.

1 believe that legal counseling
in Ginzburg's case will open up a
new world even to a lawyer with
your vast experience and world
prestige.

If you agree to undertake this.
case, I take it upon me to inform -
you in detail and on the spot of
all and any developments comn-
nected with Ginzburg's situation.

i {(s) Alexander Sclzhenitsyn




STATEMENT OF EDWARD BENNETT WILLIAMS
ON BEHALF OF ALEXANDR GINZBURG
BEFORE THE COMMISSION ON

SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROFPE

June 3, 1977

MR. CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION:

Thank you for the invitation to testify before you
today.
I represent Mr. Alexandr Il'ich Ginzburg, a talented
and courageous young Russian whom I-have never had the honor
of meeting.
Exactly four months ago today, on the night of February 3,
1977, Alexandr Ginzburg was arrested by the Soviet authorities.
He left his apartment in Moscow to make a telephone call because

his own phone had been disconnected. He left his apartment and

never came back.

The fact of Mr. Ginzburg's arrest has now become well
known. The manner in which it occurred has not -- and it offers

an unsettling insight into the workings of the Soviet criminal

justice system.

Mr. Ginzburg was arrested at the entrance to his apart-

ment building. He was not permitted to return to his apartment
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to tell his wife and two children that he was being taken away,
and no one from the KGB thought it necessary to inform Mrs.
Ginzburg. When her husband did not return from his errand,
Mrs. Ginzburg rushed from her apartment to search for him,
leaving her two small children alone. She found some friends
to help her and spent the entire winter evening going from one
office of the police to another in an attempt to find out what
had happened to her husband. She was unable to learn anything.
Finally, at the KGB office late that night, she was told that
her husband had been detained by order of the KGB. The following
day, Mrs. Ginzburg learned that her husband had been taken to
Kaluga Prison, some two hundred kilometers away from Moscow.

Since his arrest four months ago, Mr. Ginzburg has not
been permitted to see, talk with or in any way communicate with
his wife, his family, his friends.

Mr. Ginzburg has had no contact with anyone outside of
the walls of Kaluga Prison.

Mr. Ginzburg has not been permitted access to an attorney.

Mr.-Ginzburg has bsen charged with no offense.

But we do know why Alexandr Ginzburg was arrested.

Mr. Ginzburg is a prominent member of a large and growing
group of Soviet citizens who have, during the past fifteen vears,
protested the absence of human freedom in the Soviet Union.

Mr. Ginzburg is forty years old. He has spent seven of those

years in Russian prisons.
&=




In the West, Alexandr Ginzburg is most famous for his
reports of the trial of the Russian dissidents, Sinyavsky and

Daniel. While that report, the White Book, was being published

and circulated in the West, Ginzburg sent copies to deputies

of the Supreme Soviet. For these activities, Ginzburg was arrested
on January 23, 1967 and charged with violating Article 70 of the
Soviet Criminal Code.

Article 70 is that portion of the Soviet Criminal Code
which makes it a crime to ecirculate "slanderous fabrications
which defame the Soviet state and social system for the purpose
of subverting or weakening the Soviet regime." Article 70 also
makes it a crime to prepare or keep for the same purpose "literature
of such content."

At the conclusion of his trial before the Moscow City
Court in 1968, Mr. Ginzburg stated: "I know you will convict
me, because no one indicted under Article 70 has ever been
acquitted. My conscience is clear as I go to serve my sentence.
You can send me to prison or to a labor camp, but I am convinced
that no honést person will condemn me."

Mr. Ginzburg was sentenced to five years "deprivation
of freedom."” One of his co-defendants, Yuri Galonskov, was
sentenced to seven years and died in a labor camp in 1972.

Ginzburg's Soviet lawyer, Mr. Boris Zolotukhin, instead
of pleading suppliantly for mercy did the unprecedented thing

of asking for his client's acgquittal. For that he was disbarred

and expelled from the Party. -




Ginzburg's trial provoked a tremendous flood of protests
from Soviet intellectuals. His notoriety within the Soviet
Union, his close association with Andrei Sakharov and Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn, his history of activities on behalf of human
rights in the Soviet Unien and his resolute unwillingness to
give up those activities in the face of repeated arrest and
harassment -- these are some of the reasons behind Mr. Ginzburg's
most recent arrest.

Another, more specific reason for Mr. Ginzburg's arrest
is his association with the Russian Social Fund, a charitable
organization established by Alexandr Solzhemitsyn three years ago
to help political prisoners and their families inside the Soviet
Union. Mr. Ginzburg is the representative of the Fund, and
during the past three years over 2300 families of political
prisoners have received help and support from this charitable
organization.

An additional reason for Mr. Ginzburg's recent arrest
is his participation as a founding member of the Public Group
to Promote the Observance of the Helsinki Agreements in the
USSR -- better known as the Helsinki Watch Group.

This organization was formed on May 12, 1976 for the
purpose of promoting Soviet observance of the humanitarian pro-
visions contained in the Helsinki Accords. Mr. Ginzburg was
instrumental in preparing a series of documents -- many of
which have been published by this Commission =-- detailing the

oppression of political dissidents within the Soviet Urion.




Twe days after the KGB arrested Alexandr Ginzburg in
Moscow, two members of the Ukrainian branch of the Helsinki
Watch Group, Mikola Rudenko and Oleska Tykhy, were also arrested.
Cne week later, the founder and leader of the group, Dr. Yuri
Orlov, was also arrested. And in March, Anatoly Shcharansky,
the representative of the Jewish "refuseniks" -- those indi-
viduals who have applied for permission to emigrate to Israel
and been denied -- was also arrested. Most recently, in April,
two members of the newly formed Georgian branch of the Helsinki
Watch Group, Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava, were also
arrested by the KGB.

This sequence of events leads me to conclude that
Mr. Ginzburg's activities with the Helsinki Watch Group are

what triggered Mr. Ginzburg's arrest in February.

My involvement in the case of Alexandr Ginzburg began
on February 26, 1977, when, after receiving a letter from
Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, I met with him and his wife in their
home in Cavendish, Vermont. The Snlzhenitsyns.are close friends I
of the Ginzburgs, and they requested me "to assume the legal

defense" of Mr. Ginzburg.

Soon after my initial meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Solshenitsyn,
I received a telephone call from Irina Zholkovskaya, Mr. Ginzburg's
wife. During that conversation, Mrs. Ginzburg repeated the

request that I represent Mr. Ginzburg in his criminal case. I
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agreed to do so. Since our telephone conversation, I have

received a letter from Mrs. Ginzburg formalizing her request.
On April 13, 1977, I wrote the Honorahble Anatoly F.

Dobrynin, Ambassador to the United States from the Soviet Union,

requesting a visa to meet with Mrs. Ginzburg, to meet with

Mr. Ginzburg if possible, and to consult with "those perscns

who would have the information necessary for me to provide

legal advice and counsel to Mr. Ginzburg." -
I had reason, I thought, to believe that my request
might be viewed with greater favor than other, similar requests.
In 1960 and 1961, at the request of the Soviet Embassy, I repre-
sented Igor Y. Melekh, a Soviet citizen accused of violating
the espionage laws of the United States. And several years
later, I represented Igor A. Ivanov, again at the request of
the Soviet Embassy. In connection with my representation of
Mr. Ivanov, two of my law partners obtained visas to and did
visit the Soviet Union to gather information vital to Mr. Ivanov's
defense.
I thought, perhaps naively, that the procedural fairness
shown to Soviet citizens accused of spying in this country --
and incidentally, the vigorous defense that we were able to
mount on their behalf -- might be reciprocated in some small
way, if only by granting me permission to travel to the Soviet

Union to confer with the wife of my client.




I learned to the contrary. My request for a visa
was denied.

Mr. Chairman, it is neot my custom to hold press conferences
Or to make statements to Congressional commissions such as this.
Gne or to appeal to Public opinion on behalf of individuals I
fepresent. It has been my belief that justice is best served
through the orderly and measured Processes of the courts. It
has been my belief that the courtroom and not the courthouse
steps is where the appeals to fairness are most effectively and
Properly heard. It has been my belief that the facts set forth
before an impartial judge and a jury -- honestly ang even-handedly
== are the best gquides to truth. It has been my belief that an
open and public trial where the accused may confront his accusers
is the surest path toward justice.

But in the defense of Alexandr Ginzburg, it appears that
I will have no courtroom, no judge, no jury, no opportunity to
confront my client's dccusers, no chance even to present my client's
defense,. It _appears that the only courtroom I will have in which
to present the defense of Alexandr Ginzburg is the courtroom of
world opinion.

On August 1, 1975, along with thirty-four other participating
States, the Soviet Union signed the Final Act of the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in Europe. Article VII of that Act

pPledges that:
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The participating States will respect human

rights and fundamental freedoms including

the freedom of thought, conscience, religion

or belief, for all, without distinction as to

race, sex, language or religion.

They will promote and encourage the effective

exercise of civil, political, economic, socia

cultural and other rights and freedoms all of
which derive from the inherent dignity of the

human person and are essential for his free a

full development, [They] will act in conform

with the purposes and pPrinciples of the Chart
of the United Nations and with the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights.

On August 1, 1975, General Secretary Leonid B
solemnly signed his name to this document on behalf o
Peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
1977, when the KGB arrested Alexandr Ginzburg and spi
away into thérnight, that solemn pledge was broken.

In Helsinki, the Soviet Union, along with thi
participating States, made it their aim "to facilitat
ment and contacts, individually and collectively, whe
or officially, among persons, institutions and organi
the participating States, and to contribute to the so

humanitarian problems that arise in that connection .

1,

nd
ity

er

rezhnev
f the
On February 3,

rited him

rty-four other
e freer move-
ther privately
zations of

lution of the

e




A e e ——— e

This week, when I was finally told that I could not
travel to the Soviet Union to consult with the wife of my
client, a second solemn pledge by the Soviet Union was broken.

On August 1, 1975, the Soviet Union re-asserted its
commitment to the principles and purposes of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Article Nine of that Declaration states: "No one shall
be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile."

Article Ten states: "Everyone is entitled in full eguality
to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial
tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations
and of any criminal charge against him."

Article Eleven states: "Everyone charged with a penal
offense has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty
according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the
guarantees necessary for his defense."

Article Twelve of that Declaration states: "No one shall
be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family,
home or caréespcndence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputa-
tion. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks."

And Article Nineteen states: "Everyone has the right to
freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes the freedom

to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and
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impart information and ideas through any media regardless of
frontiers."

I must add that Article 127 of the Constitution of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics states that "Citizens of
the U.5.5.R. are guaranteed inviolability of the person. No
person may be placed under arrest except by decision of a court
or with the sanction of a procurator.”

Mr. Chairman, I submit that when the KGB arrested
Mr. Alexandr Ginzburg on the night of February 3, 1977, the
Soviet Union tore up the Helsinki Agreement, the Charter to
the United Nations, and the Universal Decl&ration of Human Rights.
And before the world, the Soviet Union turned its back on its
own Constitution.

Before I conclude, I must report that my deepest fears
are for the life of Mr., Ginzburg. The many years that Alexandr
Ginzburg has spent in prisons and labor camps have left deep
scars on his health. He suffers from an extremely severe
stomach ulcer. A short time before his arrest (three days),
he was released from a hospital where he had just spent twenty
days. He had been admitted for treatment of a case of bronchitis
but it later developed into a serious case of pneumonia. During
his treatment, the doctors also discovered tuberculosis. Mr.
Ginzburg was released from the hospital on the condition that his

treatment would continue in a special hosptial for TB patients.
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At the time of his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg was still a
very sick man suffering from an extremely high temperature.
Since his arrest, Mrs. Ginzburg has been unsuccessful in her
attempts to get nourishing food to her husband. We do not
know what kind of medical treatment he is receiving, if any.

From the statements of Vladimir Bukovsky, who was
recently released by the Soviet Union in an exchange, we know
that conditions in the Soviet prisons angd Prison camps are
extremely unhealthy at best, inhuman at worst.

In the case of Alexandr Ginzburg, we are talking not
only of his human rights, we are also talking about human life.

Alexandr Ginzburg would be the last person to give up the
struggle. On April 21, 1974, he issued a statement about his
efforts to help the families of political prisoners in the Soviet
Union, anticipating the problems that lay ahead. He said:

It is easy to foresee that new obstacles will

arise along the way. This always happens in

Qur country when the public hears not the

glorification of the authorities but bitter

testimony as to the results of their power.

But I share Solzhenitsyn's conviction that the

right of might must inevitably yield to the might

of right.

And of goodness.




STATEMENT OF GREGORY B. CRAIG
ON BEHALF OF ALEXANDER GINZBURG
BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL SAKHAROV HEARING

ROME, ITALY
NOVEMBER 28, 1977

MR. CHAIEMAN, MEMBERS OF THE PANEL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

I am here today to present the case of Alexander
Ginzburg. I am here today to tell the story of a courageous
young Russian who, because of the gquiet strength of his leader-
ship and the power of his purpose, has been arrested and now
sits, cut off from his family and friends, alone and in broken
health, behind the walls of a Russian prison.

Alexander Ginzburg is well known to the world as one
of the founders of the Helsinki Watch Group and the original
caretaker of the Russian Social Fund, a humane and charitable
organization established to aid the families of those thousands
of men and women who today suffer for their beliefs in Russian
jails.

Ten months ago, on the night of February 3, 1977,
Alexander Ginzburg was arrested by the Soviet authorities.

Since his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg has not been permitted to see,




to talk with, or to communicate in any way with his wife, his

two young children, his mother, or his friends. Mr. Ginzburg

has had no contact with anyone outside the walls of his prison.

He has nét been permitted access to an attorney. He has not
been charged publicly with any offense. An attempt has been
made to make it appear as if Alexander Ginzburg had vanished
from the face of the Earth.

The fact of Mr. Ginzburg's arrest and detention is
well known to the world. The manner in which it occurred is
not.-~ and it offers an.unsettling insight into the.workings
of the Soviet criminal justice system.

On the night of February 3, 1977, Mr. Ginzburg left
~his apartment in Moscow.to make-a telephone call because his
own phone had been disconnected. He left his apartment and

never came back. He was arrested at the entrance to his

building, -and, although his wife Irina Zholkovskaya-and-his-..

two small children awaited his return in the apartment above,

he was not permitted to tell them that he was being taken

away.  No one from the KGB had the common decency-to~inform---

Mrs. Ginzburg that her husband had been arrested.

When her husband did not return from his errand, Mrs.

Ginzburg rushed from her apartment to search for him,-leaving:

her two small children alone. She found some friends to help




her and spent the entire winter evening going from one office
of the police to another in an attempt to find out what had
happened to her husband. And, since his health was so poor,
she checked with hospitals and clinics. She was unable to
learn anything. Finally, at the office of the KGB in the
early hours of the next morning, Mrs. Ginzburg was told that
her husband had been detained. The following day, Mrs.
Ginzburg learned that her husband had been taken to Kaluga
Prison, some two hundred kilometers away from Moscow.
-+~Although we do not know what.offense Alexander

Ginzburg is alleged to have committed, we do know why he
was arrested.

Mr. Ginzburg was a brillant student who gave up his
work to embrace the cause of freedom in the Soviet Union.
He is a writer, a poet, and a masterful journalist. He first
gained fame-in the West  for his comprehensive report of the-
trial of the Russian dissidents, Sinyavsky and Daniel. Before
that report was published and circulated in the West, Ginzburg
sent copies to deputies of the Supreme Soviet. For these
activities, Ginzburg was arrested on January 23, 1967 and

charged with violating Article 70 of the Soviet Criminal Code.

=<~ - At the conclusion of his-trial before the Moscow City- -

Court in 1968, Mr. Ginzburg stated: "I know you will convict

me, because no one indicted under Article 70 has ever been
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acquitted. My conscience is clear as T go to serve my
sentence. You can send me to Prison or to a labor camp,
but I am convinced that no honest person will condemn me." :
Ginzburg also delivered an impassioned plea for his co- |
defendant, Yuri Galonskov, who was in very poor health.
Mr. Ginzburg was sentenced to five years "depriva-
tion of freedom." His co-defendant, Mr. Galonskov, was
sentenced to seven years and died in a labor camp in 1972.
Mr. Ginzburg's Soviet lawyer, Mr. Boris Zolothukin,
instead of confessing guilt and begging for mercy, did the
unprecedented thing of making an eloguent presentation to
the Court asking for his client's acquittal. For that he
was disbarred and expelled from the Party.
Ginzburg's trial in 1968 provoked a tremendous flood
of protests from Soviet intellectuals. His fame within Soviet
society, his close association with Andrei Sakharov and
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, his history of activities on behalf
of human rights in the Soviet Union, and his resolute unwill-
ingness to give up those activities in the face of repeated
arrest and harassment -- these are some of the reasons behind

Mr. Ginzburg's most recent arrest.



Another, more specific reason for Mr. Ginzburg's
arrest is his association-with the Russian Social Fund,
established by Alexander Solzhenitsyn three years ago to
help political prisoners and their families inside the Soviet
Union. Mr. Ginzburg was the first representative of the Fund,
and during the past three years, hundreds of families of poli-
tical prisoners -- now close to a thousand we believe -- have
received help and comfort from Mr. Ginzburg and his charitable
organization.

In the course of our efforts on Mr. Ginzburg's behalf,
we have received letters from some of the people whom Alexander
Ginzburg has helped. These people cannot be here to testify
personally, so I would like to submit their letters into
evidence and read, briefly, one or two excerpts. One woman

wrote:

I am the wife of a political prisoner.
Alexander Ginzburg helped me; he always
helped me, even before the Fund was
created. I found support and compas-

sion in his people. Many people loocked

to Alexander Ginzburg for help and always
received it, together with human atten-
tion and care. He carried a huge burden
and we realize this with particular clarity
now that he has been taken away from us.

Another women has written:

TIFT R YL O
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The help I received from Ginzburg

was indispensable to keep my family

alive. Such help was particularly
valuable at the time of my children's

long sickness. During that period,

I had no income and no means to sur-

vive . « . The Fund's help also

enabled me to travel to the camp

where my husband was being held for

a meeting with him . . . Aside from

the material help, there was Ginzburg's
moving attention to our needs and worries.
His personal kindness and gentleness were
most valuable to me in my difficult situa-
tion.

The letters are unanimous: Nothing was ever demanded in
return. Each letter that we received indicates that aid and
support were provided without conditionms, and every person
who wrote to us has stated his or her willingess to testify
on behalf of Alexander Ginzburg.

If it is a crime in the Soviet Union to care for
those who suffer, Alexander Ginzburg is guilty.

1f it is a crime in the Soviet Union to bring food
to the hungry, medicine to the sick, and help to the needy,
Alexander Ginzburg is guilty.

If it is a crime in the Soviet Union to inspire hope
in the hearts of those who have lost hope, Alexander Ginzburg
is guilty.

As Mr. Solzhenitsyn wrote Mrs Khodorovich and Malva

Landa after Mr. Ginzburg's arrest:



"For a Soviet citizen, even charity
has become an act of courage leading
to something unknown and terrifying."”

An additional reason for Mr. Ginzburg's arrest is
his participation as a founding member of the Public Group
to Promote the Observance of the Helsinki A&reements in the
USSR -- better known as the Helsinki Watch Group.

This organization was formed on May 12, 1976 for the
purpose of promoting Soviet observance of the humanitarian
provisions contained in the Helsinki Accords. Mr. Ginzburg
was instrumental in preparing a series of accurate and com-
plete reports detailing the oppression of political dissidents
within the Soviet Union.

Two days after the KGB arrested Alexander Ginzburg,
two members of the Ukranian branch of the Helsinki Watch
Group, Mikola Rudenko and Oleska Tykhy, were also arrested.
One week later, the founder and leader of the group, Dr. Yuri
Orlov, was also arrested.. And.in March, Anatoly Scharansky,
was also arrested. Then, in April, two members of the newly
formed Georgian branch of the Helsinki Watch Group, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava, were also arrested by the
KGB.

This sequence of events leads me to conclude that
Mr. Ginzburg's activities with-the Helsinki Watch-Group are

what triggered Mr. Ginzburg's arrest in February.



On April 13; 1977, Edward Bennett Williams who had
been asked by Mrs. Ginzburg to represent her husband, wrote -
Anatoly F. Dobrynin, Ambassador to the United States from
the Soviet Union, requesting a visa to meet with Mrs.
Ginzburg, to meet with Mr. Ginzburg if possible, and to
consult with "those persons who would have the information
necessary for [him] to provide legal advice and counsel to
Mr. Ginzburg."

We had reason to believe that Mr. Williams' regquest
might be viewed with greater favor than might otherwise be
the case. In 1960 and 1961, at the regquest of the Soviet
Embassy, Mr. Williams represented Mr. Igor Y. Melekh, a
Soviet citizen accused of violating the espionage laws of
the United States. And several years later, Mr. Williams
represented Igor A. Ivanov, again at the request of the
Soviet Embassy. In connection with our representation of
Mr. Ivanov, two of the lawyers in our firm obtained visas
to and did visit the Soviet Union to gather information
vital to Mr. Ivanov's defense in the United States.

We had thought, perhaps naively, that the procedural
fairness shown to Soviet citizens accused of spying in the

United States -- and, incidentally, the vigorous defense that



we were able to mount on their behalf -- might be recipro-
cated in some small way; if only by granting permission for -
us to travel to the Soviet Union to confer with the wife of
Alexander Ginzburg.

We learned to the contrary. Although there is nothing
in the Code of Penal Procedure of the Russian Soviet Federal
Socialist Republic which prohibits the participation of foreign
counsel in the representation of a criminal defendant, Mr.
Williams' request for a wvisa was denied.

We have just been told by Mrs. Ginzburg that, in
October, she was summoned to appear before the KGB in an
attempt to induce her to testify against her husband. She
refused to do so, and she was told by her interrogators that
she should look for a lawyer for her husband. She replied
"My husband already has a lawyer."

In light of the official notice given to Mrs.
Ginzburg by officials with the KGB that she should obtain the
services of a lawyer for her husband, we are making prepara-
tions to renew our request for a visa to travel to the Soviet
Union.

It has been said that there has been progress in the

Soviet Union since the days of Stalin. Under Stalin, people
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were prosecuted, tried, convicted and punished -- often
executed -- for things they never did. Today, it is said,
there is at least some connection between what someocne did,
what he is accused of doing, and what he is ultimately
punished for having done.

I respectfully submit that the case of Alexander
Ginzburg may prove to the world that Stalinism is not dead
in the Soviet Union. Right now, as we meet here today, the
Soviet authorities are engaged in a massive campaign to
invent, fabricate, and manufacutre evidence against Alexander
Ginzburg. Let me cite two examples.

One month before Alexander Ginzburg was arrested, the
Soviet authorities conducted an intense search of the
Ginzburgs' apartment. I would like to submit into evidence
Mrs. Ginzburg's description of the search, and a statement to
the authorities signed by Mr. Ginzburg.

At 8:45 a.m. on January 4, 1977, seven persons appeared
at the Ginzburg's door. Mr. Ginzburg had left earlier that
morning and did not arrive back at his apartment until approx-
imately 9:15 a.m.

During the first ten minutes of the search, the Chief

of the search party,-a.Mr. Borovik, went into the bathroom
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to begin the search, insisting that Mrs. Ginzburg accompany
him and stand next to him. He turned his back to Mrs.
Ginzburg and to cone of the witnesses who was also present
in the bathroom. Borovik opened the door of the medicine
cabinet and began looking at the objects inside, turning
them over in his hand, one by one. Since he was standing
with his back to the other people in the room, it was not
possible to see exactly what he was doing. Suddenly he
pulled out an envelope, from where no one could see. The
envelope contained foreign currency, how much and from what
natiocnality no one could tell.

Although the search continued without interruption
for another nineteen hours, Borovik's role was completed
and he no longer took part. The authorities contend that
$130 in U.S. currency and 1,400 German Marks were discovered
in the Ginzburg apartment, and it is alleged that this money
was found "in a secret hiding place."

In fact, in the gross and clumsy way I just described,
this currency was planted by the authorities, but it will
probably be used as the basis for some future prosecution.

In addition, we have received reports from prisoners
inside. Russian jails and work camps indicating that the

authorities have summoned scores of other political prisoners




L9

for questioning in connection with the Ginzburg investigation.
In a letter I would like to submit as evidence to this Commis-
sion, one man told us he was brought to Kaluga Prison for a
period of three months and interrogated every day about
Alexander Ginzburg's activities with the Social Fund, about
his alleged contacts with "foreign institutions,"” about his
"currency deals, speculation, corruption, forgery, crookedness,
drinking, immoral behavior, and so on.”" This prisoner was
told that he too would be accused and prosecuted unless he
cooperated in the Ginzburg case.

It is clear that the Soviet authorities are in the
process of preparing a show trial. As Alexander Ginzburg's
mother wrote to us, after being questioned by the KGB:

We are deprived of all rights, helpless
against slander, lies and violence.

KGB officials grin cynically while openly
stating that death is what awaits my son
and his friends if they do not [publicly
confess and recant.]

It is, of course, impossible to present a legal defense
for someone without knowing what crimes he has been charged
with. I believe that it is important, however, for the world

to know the character and personality of this man. For that

reason, I would like to submit into evidence and read excerpts
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from the statement of cne of the individuals sho has known
and worked with Alexander Ginzburg.

Malva Landa succeeded Alexander Ginzbuxrg as the
representative of the Social Fund and was recematly sent into
exile thousands of miles away from Moscow to Bsiatic Russia.

Landa wrote to us:

Alexander Ginzburg was always available
to everybody: to those who came simply
to see him and talk, and to those who
needed help, support and advice. He

was invariably patient, understamding,
tolerant, kind, wise and extremely modest
and self-effacing. He never told anybody
what to do or how to do it.

A flow of kindness and wisdom emamated
from him. The only person for whom he
never had any time was himself. No time
and no energy to take care of food,
clothing, even of health. This was his
deliberate choice as a way of life. It
often happened that only late at might
would he have a free moment to eat a
dish of soup or a locaf of bread with
milk. He was usually unable to go to
be before midnight, and he always got
up around six o'clock in order to help
his wife with the small childrem and
the household chores.

There was no common ideology to mmite
people around him. He was surrommded by
persons of various creeds and opinions.
What mattered, the only determining cri-
terion was one basic principle: refusal
of violence, lies, hypocrisy and intole-
rance: and defense of the freedom of
conscience, of thought and word. People
were unified by common respect for human
personality, and the desire to help those
unjustly persecuted, arrested and jailed.
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-Any human being's destruction is a cala-
mity. But it is a catastrophe and a
threat to all mankind when the best,
kindest and noblest people are deliber-
ately and silently destroyed. Alexander
Ginzburg believes that what he has done
will not be in vain, that the words he
said and wrote will find an echo in many
people's hearts and minds, and that these
people will be willing to help and defend
innocent victims of persecution.

Alexander Ginzburg has again joined the ranks of the
"innocent victims of persecution." At the age of forty, he
has already spent eight years of his life in Soviet jails.
His cause cries out to the world, and his case cannot be
ignored.

On August 1, 1975, along with thirty-four other
participating States, the Soviet Union signed the Final Act
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe:
Article VII of that Act pledges that:

The participating States will respect
human rights and fundamental freedoms
including the freedom of thought, con-
science, religion or belief, for all
without distinction as to race, sex
language or religion.
On August 1, 1975, General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev

solemnly signed his name to this document on behalf of the

peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. On
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February 3, 1977, when the KGB arrested Alexander Ginzburg
and spirited him away into the night, that solemn pledge was
broken.

In Helsinki, the Soviet Union, along with thirty-
four other participating states, made it their aim "to facili-
tate freer movement and contacts, individually and collec-
tively, whether privately or officially, among persons,
institutions and organizations of the participating States,
and to contribute to the solution of the humanitarian problems

that arise in that connection . . . .

When we were told that we could not travel to the
Soviet Union to consult with the wife of Alexander Ginzburg,
a second solemn pledge by the Soviet Union was broken.

On August 1, 1975, the Soviet Union reasserted its
commitment to the principles and purposes of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Article Nine of that Declaration states: "No one shall
be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile."

Article Ten states: "Everyone is entitled in full
equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and

obligations and of any criminal charge against him."
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Article Eleven states: "Everyone charged with a
penal offense has the right to be presumed innocent until
proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defense."

Article Twelve of that Declaration states: "No one
shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor
and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection
of the law against such interference or attacks.”

And Article Nineteen states: "Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference
and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through
any media regardless of frontiers."

I must add that Article 127 of the Constitution of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics states that "Citizens
of the U.S.S.R. are guaranteed inviolability of the person.
No person may be placed under arrest except by decision of
a court or with the sanction of a procurator."”

Article 97 of the Soviet Code of Criminal Procedure
provides that confinement under guard during the investigation
of a case may not exceed nine months, and only then "in
exceptional instances" and in case of "special complexity"

by order of the Procurator General.
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Mr. Chairman, I submit that when the KGB arrested ’
Mr. Alexander Ginzburg on the night of February 3, 1977, the
Soviet Union tore up the Helsinki Agreement, the Charter to .
the United Nations, and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. And before the world, the Scviet Union turned its
back on its own Constitution, and by holding him in confine-
ment and incommunicado for ten months, the Soviet qnimn has
violated its own Code of Criminal Procedure.

Before I conclude, I must report that my deepest
fears are for the life of Mr. Ginzburg. The many years that
Alexander Ginzburg has spent in prisons and labor camps have
left deep scars on his health. He suffers from an extremely
severe stomach ulcer. A short time before his arrest (three
days) , he was released from a hospital where he had just
spent twenty days. He had been admitted for treatment of a
case of bronchitis but it later developed into a serious case
of pneumonia. During his treatment, the doctors also dis-
covered tuberculosis. Mr. Ginzburg was released from the
hospital on the condition that his treatment would continue
in a special hospital for TB patients.

At the time of his arrest, Mr. Ginzburg was still a
very sick man suffering from an extremely high temperature.

Since his arrest, Mrs. Ginzburg has been unsuccessful in her
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attempts to get nourishing food to her husband. We do not
know what kind of medical treatment he is receiving, if any.

From the statements of Vladimir Burovsky, who was
recently released by the Soviet Union in an exchange, we
kxnow that conditions in the Soviet prisons and prison camps
are extremely unhealthy at best, inhuman at worst.

In the case of Alexander Ginzburg, we are talking
not only of his human rights, we are also talking about
human life.

Alexander Ginzburg would be the last person to give
up the struggle. On April 21, 1974, he issued a statement
about his efforts to help the families of political prisoners
in the Soviet Union, anticipating the problems that lay ahead.
He said:

It is easy to foresee that new obstacles will

arise along the way. This always happens in

our country when the public hears not the

glorification of the authorities but bitter

testimony as to the results of their power.

But I share Solzhenitsyn's conviction that the

right of might must inevitably yield to the

might of right.

And of goodness.
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- post for three yéars, up to his arrest.

STATEMENT BY MRS. ALEXANDER SOLZHENITSYN

Eight years have been taken out of the life of Alexander Ginzburg by Soviet
prisons and labor éamps == and today is the eighth anniversary of that year.

I have known Alexander Ginzburg for 14 years. Ve firstrmet in 1964, when he was
28 years old and had already spent two years in labor camp. He was always well
liked because of his open nature, his sensitivity to injustice and to other people's
suffering and for his bright spirit and sharp mind. Socon he was agailn arrested and .
sentenced to five years of "strict regime" labor camp. Alexander Ginzburg is one of
those rare human beings who deem their own suffering Insignificant in comparisen to
the occean of sorrow of others, While he was in camp the tragic plight of hundreds

of fellow-inmates and their wives and children became deeply impressed in his heart.

1 was on very friendly terms with his wife Irina and I well remember what he had
written her from prison a short time before his release: "Understand and accept that
I shall never forget those who remain here. I have to dedicate all my efforts to them,'
This meant that even after his release there would be no peace, no well-being. His
faithful Irina accepted this.

In 1972, when he had served his second term he came out a very sick man. At that
time he met Alexander Solzhenitsyn and elicited his deep respect for his uns?ervlng
loyalty to the prisoners of the Gulag Archipelago and for the quiet courage of his
readiness to accept new hardships and a new arrest. They became friends. It was at
that time that they conceived the idea of organizing systematic help for prisoners’'
families, Solzhenitsyn offered the royalties from the publication of his works in the
West, and it was then, in 1973 that such help began to ensue.

After his expulsion from the Soviet Union in 1974, Solzhenitsyn created in Swic-
zerland the Russian Social Fund to which he donated all royalties from the publication

of his book The Gulag Archipelago throughout the world and in all languages. The

main executor for the Fund in the Soviet Union was Alexander Ginzburg and he held this

Since that time the Fund has helped hundreds

\
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of prisoners' families, without making any differentiation as to nationality, politi-
‘cal belief or religion. Among these who have received our help-were Russians, Ukrai-
nians, Lithuanians, Jews, Germans, Armenians, Georgians, Estonians and Tatars. They
were Russian Orthodox, Muslims, Baptists and persons of other religions. The only
criteria for distributing the Fund's assistance is the degree of a family's need.
Ginzburg possessed those exclusive qualities necessary for performing this difficult
and dangerous activity: kindness, lack of fear, calmness and an exceptional memory
for remembering the number of children in a given family, which little boy was 111
and what type of medicine he needed, which little girl required warm clothing, which
wife had no money to send her husband a package and who did not have the fare to buy
a train ticket to visit someone in camp. Although he himself was very ill, he always
had enough time for others.

He worked under the condition of being constantly watched, spied upon, hig cOrres-
pondence was intercepted and his home was susceptible to theft-like searches. In
February of 1977 Ginzburg was arrested by the organs of state security, I would like
to draw attention to the fact that it is precisely state security that handles such
matters: in fact, in our country acts of mercy have always been considered a threat to
the state, Communists have been leading a battle against charity for 60 years. Even
in the 1920's,.the natural right to exercise mercy was forbidden and taken away not
only from the church but also from any public organization or groups of individuals.

The Political Red Cross, an organization which existed frn% pre-revolutionary
Russia, was abolished and all its workers were arrested and killed. During the period
of collectivization, in the 1930"'s, not only the heads of families but also their

small children were destroyed! Such was the tactic of the Communists, in this way

15 million souls were destroved! During World War II the Soviet Union was the only
allied country to forbid the International Red Cross to help Soviet prisoners of war.

In camps where Soviet POW's were held, 90 per cent died of starvation and those vho

renained alive ate shoe soles and bats., In our time prison guards unleash their

Jurs or persons who fare approach a columrn of priscners to give them a piece of bread,
L=l -



and -they -might even shoot -- the "humane" nature of Soviet -law authorizes them to
do so. In olden days not a single widow would sit down at the Easter table without
bringing food to the town prison, for prisoners whom she did not know -- this was a

tradition. Now, a prisoner i{s entitled to one 5 kilo parcel per year, and even then

only after serving half of his term.
Our Fund is attempting to revive the feelings of compassion which are deeply roote

in our people. It is an attempt to hnlﬁ the prisoners of today's Gulag Archipelageo

to survive, as well as their suffering families, to show them that they are not alone

in the face of the terrifying Soviet machine of destruction. And it is precisely this

fact which elicits ‘the Soviet authorities' wrath. Alexander Ginzburg is under arrest.

His successors were also dealt with -- Malva Landa was exiled to Siberia and Kronid

Lubarsky and Tatiana Khodorovich were forced into emigration. Families of prisoners

who receive help from the Fund are being searched out and persecuted and the KGB has

also transferred its battle against the Fund iﬁ the West, At the present time the

Soviet secret police is attempting to learn the names of the Fund's recipients in

Switzerland and it is trying to slander the Fund by distributing anonymous letters
among the Western press. I do not know of any other Fund im the world which is
forced to work under such trying and dangerous conditifons. But nonetheless, it works!
Its assistance is needed by thousands of Soviet priscners.
Now their ranks have been joined by the courageous members of the Helsinki Watch

Groups. And we have heard about the KGB's attempts to arrest workers who have declared

the creation of an independent trade union. The regime of cannibals will yet tuck
away many others into jails, laughing at any agreements that it had signed.
At the present time the Fund's executors in the Soviet Union are Ginzburg's

wife, Irina, and Sergey Khodorovich, Just think, the wife of the man who was arrested

for his acts of mercy has now taken his place. What else can testify more clearly to

tire- purity and rightness of his acts? People in the free world may find it difficult

tb&;ndetutand, how can anyone be persecuted for acts of charity?. Why does it happen?
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It happens because in its very essence communism is an enemy of humanism, it is an
enemy of any religion and to the concept of mercy. It happens because the extended
hand of a person offering help deprives the government of its total power over the
bodies and souls of its citizen-slaves., In the case of Alexander Giuzburg this ex-
tended hand is what the authcrities could not forgive.

For this Ginzburg was arrested. For this he has been held in prison for an entire
year without official charges, without a trial, in complete isolation. Hundreds of
people are being questioned about his case, under threat they are forced to give false
testimony. And for this he is going to be tried. WNo matter what absurd false charges
may be brought against him at the trial, no matter what sort of show trial will be orga-:
nized, it will be communism's trial over mercy.

I call on those who mav hear me to help defend the human right of exercising and
receiving charity which is being trampled upon by communism and to prevent a reprisal

against Alexander CGinzburg,

And I ask all believers to pray for this man who has truly "given his life for

others."

Hatalias Solzhenitsyn
President
Russizn Social Fund to Help Those

New York, February 3, 1978 Who Are Persecuted and Their Families.



STATEMENT OF EDWARD BENNETT WILLIAMS
FEBRUARY 3, 1978

NEW YORK CITY

We have met today not only to announce a new and
important initiative in the ongoing battle for human
rights in the Soviet Union. We have also met to remind
+the world that the young Russian dissident, Alexander
Ginzburg, was arrested exactly one year ago today by the
KGB. Last February 3, under cover of night and with no
word to his wife or his family, the secret police snatched
Alexander Ginzburg from his doorstep ;ﬁd spirited him nu£
of the.city of Moscow to Kaluga Prison. There he remains
-- a living symbol of the plight of free men and women

inside the Soviet Union.

Since his arrest, the case of Alexander Ginzburg has

been shrouded in secrecy and affici;i siience. H= has been
éharged with no crime. He has been permitted no visitors.
He cannot communicate with his fémily or with his friends.
We do not know whether their communications are permitted
to reach him. He is not represented by counsel. On learn-
ing that my application tn enter the Soviet Union had been

denied, Mrs. Glnzburg apprcached flfteen dlfferent attorneys

inside the Soviet Union to requeﬁt représentatlon for her



husband. Each of these individuals refused her request.

ﬁlexandér éinzburg was the first of the dissidents
to be arrested. The deiay in briﬁging charges against him
is absﬁlutely unprecedented even iﬁ the So;iet Union. The
authorities have already vinlateﬁ the time limits set forth
in the Soviet Code of Criminal Procedufe and, unlike the
case of Anatoly Shcharanéky, no official extension of time
has been announced.

The reasons for this delay are clear.

First, Alexander Ginzburg has committed no crimes,
and the SD;iEt authorities have no evidence of crimes.
When no offense has been committed, it takes time to manu-
facture evidence and concoct charées. The KGB has already
interviewed over two hundred individuals in an attémpt to
obtain evidence against Alexander Ginzburg. HScme of ﬁhese
people have already been prosecuted,-cnnvicted and sentenced
to ﬁail because of their unwillingness to caoperéte-in the
investigation. The inveétigation;is still open.

A second reason for the delay is the ongoing Eeigrade
Conference of the Helsinki signatory nations. It is rapidly

drawing to a close. Tﬁe Soviets have steadfastly refused to

discuss the human rlghts prov1slons in the Helsinki Accords.

But if Alexander Ginzhurg or Yuri Drlov or Anatoly Shcharansky
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were tried today with the Belgrade Conference still in
session, ;n outraged public opinion would compei the
nations of the world to confront the chiét Union openly
with this powerful evidence of its bad faith.

I do not have to be a ﬁrophet to predict-with con-—
fidence that, once the Helsinki signatories leave Belgrade,
the éoviet authorities will proceed with c}nical celerity
with the prosecutions.

It is a particular-honor to be hérg today with Mrs.
Solzhenitsyn, a woman uf_great courage and compassion in
her own right. She is here today tﬁ speak on behalf of
Alexander Ginzburg, a dear and close friend of the
Solzhenitsyns. After his forced exile from the Soviet Union,
Alexander Solzhenitsyn asked Alik Ginzburg to oversee the
activities of the Rﬁsaian Social Fund, a charitable organi-
zation founded by Mr. Solzhenitsyn from the proceeds of

Gulag Archipelago to aid the families of politicﬁi prisoners

in the Soviet Union. Alexander_ﬁinzhufg's activities on
behalf of that Fund -- taking food, clothing, anﬁ medicine
to needy families -- ié cne of the reasons for his arrest.
It has evidenﬁly become a cfime in the Soviet Uhioﬁ to care
for the suffering and to heip those in need.

It is also a gfeat honor for me to announce the

formation of a Committee for the Defense of Alexander Ginzburg



a group of internationally prominent men and women who
have joined together for the purpose of defending a man
who has become a symbol of honor and courage and freedom
to the entire world. The membership of this Committee
includes such distinguished Americans as Senators Jackson
and Moynihan, Mayor Koch and Congresswoman Milicent
Fenwick. This Committee will continue to grow and will
include people from all professions and of all political
persuasions.

f would like to read the text of a short telegram
that the Defense Committee has seﬁt today to Premier
Brezhnev on behalf of Alexander Ginzburq. Copies of this
telegram have also been sent to tﬁe heads of state of all
the signatories to the Hglsinki Accords, to President Carter,

and to Ambassador Arthur Goldberg who represents the United

States in Belgrade.

"Humanitarian considerations compel us

to ﬁrge the_immediate release of Alexander

A _qi;zburg,_held in tétal isulagiqn at
Kaluga Prison for one year. Hié grave
state of health makgs us fear for his life.
Please séve this courageous man who has
ccmﬁiﬁted no crime bﬁ£ is being punished

fof c&mmitting acts of charity and defend-

ing the basic human rights of others.”

i  ———
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Finally; I would like to issue this word of warn-
ing to the leaders of the Soviet Union:
You ﬁﬁnﬁﬁt expect the peopie of the United States
to support this Nation's compiiance with the other provisions
in the Hélsinki Accords if the Soviet Union persists in its
refusal to comply with its pledge to respect human rights;
You cannot expect the peﬁpie of the United States to
trust the word of the Soviet Government in a SALT Treaty |
if you so defiantly break your word in the Helsinki
Agreement; - :
And you cannot expect the people of the United States
to continue to support detente if Qou continue to trample
on the fundamental human rights of your own citizens.
Alexander Ginzburg is but one man, but he is a
blazing symbol of freedom to the rest of the world. He

must be released now.




PRESS CONFERENCE IN lIOSCOW
on February 2, 1078
(in connection with the
anniversary of Ginzburg's
arrest)

IN DEFENSE OF ALEXANDER GINZBURG

n It is, of course, impossible to present
a legzl defense for someone without
knowing what crimes he has been charged
with. I believe that it is importent,
however, for the world to know the
chareseter and personality of this man."

Excerpt from Attorney Gregory Craig's
statement on behalf of Alexander
Ginzburg before the International
Sakharov Hearings in Rome, on
November 28, 1977).
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Document No. 1

Appeal
To the Belgrad¢ Conference of signatories of the Helsinki Agreement.

Gentlemen,

We are today commemorating a bitter annivergary. It is a year
since Alexander Ginzburg was arrested. He has spent one year in cruel
and total isolstion in jeil. His mother and his wife have been living
all this year in anguish and sorrow. His children have been orphans.

Tt has been 2 year of strugzle, hope and disappointrents, specifiecally
in connection with the developments at your conference, for all those
who take his fate to heart.

According to Soviet law, a year of pre-triel imprisonment is
equal to three years of exile. Alexander Ginzburg has been in jeil for
one year without a trial and without a sentence. Outside of the
investigators' offices, nobody knows what charges are being brought
against Alexander Ginzburg, or when his trial is supposed to take place.
Nonetheless the investigation has again been extended. This is done
surreptitiously, without publishing any decree. It means further
imprisonment without a trial.

No matter what will be concoded in the investigators' offices
and propagated by our servile press, on this anniversary of shame for
our state we proclaim: . o

Alexander Ginzburg, es manager of the Social Fund of help to
politicel prisoners and their families, was selflessly and disinterestedly
rerforming acts of kindness and humanity in our country. To this acti-
vity he dedicated all his strength and energy. The mzterial help he
dispensed saved hundreds of needy people (men, women and hildren) from
misery and starvation. The moral support he gave them protected them
from the despair of solitude and abandonment.

Alexander Ginzburg wes one of the founders of the Helsinki Watch-
group in the USSR and in this capscity he was fighting for our people's
right to a normal human existence. He was fighting for those principles
on which 211 your =ctivity is based.

As long as Alexander Ginzburg is in jeil, all such principles
remain in the realm of wishful thinking. As long as Alexander Ginzburg |
is in jail, goodness and humenity are being defeated and trampled upon.

Are your principles going:.to be applied to reality, or is it going
to be a2 hopeless defeat? To a very great extent - if not entirely - this
will depend on you.

Today, on the anniversary of Alexander Ginzburg's arrest, we Teel
it is perticularly necessary to remind you of this truth.

Yoscow, February 3, 1978

Kal'va Landa Viktor Elistratov Ekaterina Gazydamachuk
Vadim EBorisov Grigoriy Rozenshtein Fikheil Utevskiy
Valeriy Smolkin Leonard Ternovskiy Vitaliy Gordeev
Serghey lloshkov Priest Serghey Zheludkov Yulia Zess
Vliedimir Sirotkin Sofia Kelistratova Yosif Dyadkin l
Eytan Finkelshtein Svetlana Pavlenkova V. Kornilov i
Evgeniy Wikolzev Vladlen Pavlenkov I. Borodin |
Tyen Zzocnaya Vitaeliy Pomazov F. Svetow ;
Nikoley Ivanov Ilaria Fetrenko Z, Erexhmel 'nikova I
Alexandr Podrabinek  Viktor Nekipelov Lev Koepelev
Natalia Fedorova Nina Komarova Viktor Kapitanchuk
Irina Orlova Viktor Dzyadko Father GleB Yakunin
Vladimir Slepak galeriy Abramkin Igor' Ehoklushkin

eonid 3 j
ete,s» totalling 200 signatureé?zavskiF Vladimir Voynovich




Document No. 2

There are many thousands of us. We love freedom and
we think freely, We belong to the All-Union Church of Feithful
and Free Adventists of the Seventh Day. And we all know Alexendr
Ginzburg. We also know the wild ruthlessness of our despotic
state atheism. "e have repeatedly experienced on ourselves its
power aimed at the suppression and the final destruction of humsan
integrity.

¥e know and we want to speak about it, not in a low whisper
but 28 loud as we can, so that all the world csn hesr us. Alexendr
Ginzburg's fate is, in fact, our own future fzte zs well azs that
of millions of others whose hearts =re becoming overfilled and who
will not be able to keep silent tomorrow.

Adexander Il'ich Ginzburg is a truly humene man. He is kingd,
generous, sensitive, understanding and full of respect for people.

At the same time he is just and honest, firm and courageous, asctive
and resolved. As 2 true Christian, he dedicated his life to helping
reople in need. He does not know selfishness. He always thought
only of the others, those sround him, and he wanted to live for then.
He became & member of the Helsinki Watchroup because the responsibilit;
connected with such an activity was sccording to his own heart. He
was very active as distributor for the Fund of help to prisoners of
conscience and their families. Many people know of this sctivity
because Christian mercy was dispensed to them in their hour of need.
When Alexander Ginzburg undertook this task, he was well aware of
the KGB's reasction to such activity. But he did not hesitate and

he did not retreat.

On Pebruary 3, 1977 Alexander was arrested for the third time.
The reason for his arrest was his charitable work. He is being kerpt
in the torture-chambers of Soviet prison while the authorities are
busy preparing repriszal.

The EGB is trying hard to fabricate a false case in order to
deal with Alexander Ginzburg and other people similar to him.
Ginzburg's condemnation will be the condemnation of kindness, justice,
humanity and mercy. It will be the condemnation of the very essence
of humanity.

We appeel to the leaders of 21l peaceful world states, to all
the signatories of the Helsinki Accords, to the participants of the
Belgrade Conference, to the world legal orgenizations, to the world
public opinion and to 211 people of good will: speek out in defense
of Alexander Ginzburg and of =211 those who share his fate behind
Soviet prison bars. Our govermment has signed a number of asgreements
and conventions. This is a basis for you to ask that a special
commnission be =2l1lowed to enter our country in order to investigsate
the mostterrible crimes against humanity which have been committed
here. You must ask for free admission to our country of foreign
lawyers so that they may sssist and defend flexander Ginzburg,

Yuri Orlov, Anatoliy Shcharanskiy and others.
Alexander Ginzburg and his family need your help and support

now.,
Yoscow, February 2, 1978 for the Adventist Church

Rostislav Galetskiy
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Today is the first enniversary of the arrest of Ailexander Ginzdburg,
manager and distributor of the Russian Social Fund of help to politieal
rrisoners. In the name of the now zcting Fund distributors we ere
going to provide you with some information about our activity.

As you know, the Fund was created by Alexander Solzhenitsyn when
he donated to it 2ll the royalties from his book the Gulag Archipelago.
It was officially incorporated in 1974. Alexander Ginzburg became the
Fund's first manager. Also in 1974,Ir. Andrey Sakherov created the
Children's Fund which was meant to help political prisoners' children.
¥rs. Elena Bonner Sakharov became the manzger of this Fund. The
Children's Fund existed on the meens supplied by Dr. Szkharov who donated
to it the money coming to him from the Cino del Duca award for humani-
tarian activities. It was closely connected, by =211 its activity,
with the Russian Social Tund of help to political prisoners. In zutumn
1977 the two Funds merged.

After Alexander Ginzburg's arrest, three people took over as
the Russian Social Fund's distributors: !Mel'va Landa, Kronid Iubarskiy
and Tatyena ¥Xhodorovich. On May 31, 1977 Mal'va Landa was brought to
trial on criminal offense charges and sentenced to exile in Siberia.
Kronid FTubarskiy and ‘Tatyana Khodorovich were forced into emigration in
gutumn 1977. After their departure, Irina Ginzburg and Sergey Khodoro-
vich joined Mal'va Landa (who was and still is in exile) to work as
the managers and distributors of the Fund. lirs. EFlena Bonner Sakharov
is our permanent consultant.

The Russizn Social Fund of help to politicel prisoners and their
families continues to exist. There are difficulties, of course, but
in spite of them those who need help receive it. Vhen talking about
the Fund and its activity, we must always remember that anything we say
may be used against it: =gainst those whom we help, against those who
dispense help and against those who donate money to the Fund. This is
the reason why we have to be very cautious in giving information on the
Fund's work. Ve beg you to forgive us and hope you will understand.

The Fund helps people who have committed no crime, but have been
imprisoned in forced labor camps, psychiatric hospitals or prisons, who i
have been sent into exile or ape under surveillance by the suthorities, f
for political or ideological resons. The Fund also helps such persons’

families, their young children.

The Fund's statue only approximately indicates the amounts of
money which are to be given, so that in most cases we have to take our
own decisions in accordance with the circumstances of each case. Ve
try to refund to a political prisoner's family =1l the money which is
spent to helpt the imprisoned reletive, such as the cost of percels sent
to him, of trips to meet with him. The Fund pays 30 rubles a month for
each child, for all the duration of imprisonment. After a prisoner's
relesse the Fund gives him a one-time subsidy of 200 to 300 rubles.

But as a rule the smounts of money given depend on - each perticular:
family's situation end their need. To give you some idea of the scope of
- the Pund's activity, we can only say that there are hundreds- of people

whom we help.




To conclude, with a greet feeling of pride for our fellow-countrymen
we want to sey that in addition to the monies mentioned above the Fund
also receives donations from many people inside our country. Such
donations oscillate from a few to severzl hundred rubles, and every month
they end up by being quite a considerable amount of money. Also,
there are meny rveorle who tske part in the Fund's work in spite of the
denger connected to such en activity. This mekes us feel ortimistic 1o
a certszin extent and we hope that our regime will not be able to
prevent the Fund's activity.

Pebruary 2, 1978 signed MNal'va Landa
Sergey Khodorovich
Irina Ginzbureg.

S —— ——
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Document No. 4

Stetement by Marie Petrenko - Podyapol'skaye
(widow of dissident writer =and poet Grigoriy Podyapol 'skiy).

Iy friend Alexendr Ginzburg has been in jail for one yesar.

None of us knows anything ebout him es the investigation is being
conducted under totel isolation. Nothing good is to be expected.
7e heve to guess what he will be charged with from newspaper
erticles which, as usuel, are published by the Soviet press before
the charges are édeclszred . Our experience is that such articles
usually are & basis for the charges. In eddition to that, we

try to find some indications in the cuestionings of various people
in connection with Ginzburg's case and in their descriptions of
such guestionings. What we thus learn is astoundingly. sbsurd. It
sounds like gossip, rather than collection of ineririneting
evidence.

The investigators must realize that, too, 2nd that is the
reason why the case has not been turned over to a court nor hes a
lawyer been admitted to examine the evidence. Our government must
be aware of Attorney Williams' objectiwveness since they reauested
him in the past to defend Soviet citizens in the United States. Our
own lawyers are afraid to act as defense counsel for Ginzburg. Theirs
is a difficult dilemma. If they don't satisfy those who want
Ginzburg's convietion at any cost, they will ruin =211 their chances
for a successful professional career. If they satisfy them, they
loose the possibility to consider theuselves decent peovle.

Thus I, as a friend of Alik, have to testify =and tell sbout him
to 2l1 those who are not indifferent to his fate and who want to
know what sort of man he is. I shell speak both in my own neme znd
in the name of my deceased husband, Grisha Fodyapol'skiy.

We first learned to respect and aprreciate Alik in the 60's,
without actually knowing him,-after his White Book (on the Sinyavsky-
Deniel trisl) was published and proved to us that we were not slone
in our desire to be free, to have our own opinion znd be able to
defend it. Ginzburg was tried for the White Book and sentenced to
five years of forced labor in "strict regime camps". Ny husbend at
that time wrote an angry protest letter to the General Prosecutor
of the USSR =zsking thet the judges who had condemned Ginzburg be
put on trial. The value of what Ginzburg and his friends did at that
time is truly imoense. Nany people awoke from their moral slumber
efter the reprisel against them had taken place. Over 500 people
signed letters of protest. TFor many of them this was the beginning
of their struggle in defense of human rights.

Alik's mother, ILudmila Ilyinichna Ginzburg, has become a very
close friend of our family. As to Alik himself, we actually only met
him after he hed served his term. He was almost free: in Tarussa,
under the surveillesnce of the eternal KGB. At that time my husband
already weas a member of the "Initiative Group" - such was the name
of the first free association of human rights defenders which was
founded in post-stalinist times and was being herassed and persecuted

in every prossible way.

We found Alik to be very kind, very good-natured and very sick.

He spent the next five years (after his release) fighting for his
right to be free, to provide for his family and to help other people
in need. We were always deeply impressed by his endless kindness,

-~by¥-his willingness to-disten-aend-his =2bility to understand, to



encourage and to help all those who asked him Tor help, in
word and in deed. And we used to feel even irritsted by his
constant refusal to think of himself. Almost all Gulag prisoners
ere sick people when they come out. This was true of Ginzburg,
too. Ve were rresent several times when he hed terrible, painful
fits of ulcer and pancreas inflammation.

In 1974 he accevrted a tesk not only immensely difficult,
but 2t first glence impossible under our conditions. He became
the distributor for the Solzhenitsyn charitable Iund in Russia.
Only those who have grown up and spent their lives here, in an
atmosphere of endless taboos with respect to anything not stemming
from the state administration, will be able to understand how
fantastic any such charitable activity appears in the USSR and
how dengerous it is for the benefactor. Not only his freedom, his
very 1life is in danger, once he starts out on that path.

The Ginzburgs are a living proof thereof. Alik end Arina
made of their home a haven for all those who suffer. Countless
people ceme, end continue to come. Crowds of truly needy people,
among whom there may be, from time to time, a greedy individual
or a2 traitor. But the refuge still stanas.

£1ik is in jail. There is a heroic group of people managing
the Fund in his place and dispensing mercy. Among them, first,
his wife Arins.

Singling out Alik as a criminel is in itself a crime.

Every village, every town and every state has its own sesints. ind
T can responsibly affirm that Alik is one of them. I know that
he is = pure, generous and entirely honorable man.

‘s I would like to hope that governments and public opinion
will not permit the destruction of an innocent.

lleria Petrenko Fodyapol'skaya
. I‘oscow, Yertsevskaya 18 apt 27
February 2, 1978 = . telerhone 141-66-09 (the
lloscow telephone has been disconnected).



Document No. 5

Dr. Andrey Sakharov's appeal

~ Exactly a year 2go, . Alexender Ginzburg, manager of the
Russian Social Fund of help to political prisoners and their families
end merber of the Helsinki Accords Watchgroup in the USSR, was arrested.
He has two smell children =2nd is his old wmother's only son. IHe is a
kind and generous man, an sctive man, elways conpassionate and attentive
to - other people's sufferings. Our friend, our Alik.

He is still in a prison cell, under investigation, awaiting
trial. MNone of his relatives =and friends know whet he is being charged
with. So many things have haypened since Ginzburg's arrest, and yet
his imprisonment continues being for us a fact of the greatest
importance, a highly alarming fact of which we think with invarisble deep
bitterness.

Ginzburg becsme known to the whole world ten years ago,
when our country's intellighentsia launched a vast campaign to defend
him end his companions against an unjust and harsh sentence. His
friend, the poet Yuri Galanskov, who was sentenced during the same
trial, perisched in a forced labor camp. Over one thousand pecple at
that time signed letters of protest in their defense, thus clearly
deronstrating their attitude towards the repressive policy of our
regime.
What Ginzburg is facing today is even more unjust and more
cruel. His defense must be most energetic and worldwide. Ginzburg's |
arrest has been the béginning of = tide of pdlitical repression. lembers
of the Helsinki Watchgroup have been singled out particularly as victims |
of this repression.

Ginzburg's defense is at the same time the defense of all
his compesnions and a fight sgainst political repression as such.

Andrey Sakharov

Pebruary 2, 1978




Document No. 6

To Attorney Edward Bennett Williams
counsel for Alexander Ginzburg.

Deer Mr. Willi=ms,

I understand that you have agreed to act as defense
counsel for my friend Alexander Ginzburg and I went to let you know
briefiy my opiniocon gbout him. I have known Ginzburg since 1975.

On several occasions I have been zasked to do certain things on
behalf of the Russian Social Pund of help to political prisoners.
Por instance, in Janusry 1976 I was reguested by the Fund to vieit
political prisoners in Siberia., At present I am distributing the
FPund's help to political prisoners in psychiatric hospitals. Working
with the Pund I got well acquainted with Alexander Ginzburg.

Of a1l the people I know, he is the one who impressed
me most deeply and most favorably. I have never met a more honest,
noble and fine human being. His merciful activity of help to political
prisoners and their families was disinterested, generous, self-dedicated
and, alaes, very dangerous for him; it deserves not merely praise, but
deep veneration. There is no doubt but that he well understood the
danger he wes exposing himself and his family to, but this did not
stop him. For his =zcts of mercy, he is already being punished in
jeil and he mey well have to pay for it in ten years of imprisonment
in forced lzbor cemps and jeails. :

I know for certain that his example is at present a

source of courage end inspiration for many honest people in our
country. They would consider it an honor to be able to share with
him-at least part of all the torment and suffering the Soviet regime

has in store for him.
I am willing and ready to state and confirm this opinion

I have of Alexander Ginzburg in front of any objective court. If
this statement can be of any use in defending Ginzburg, I beg you to

use it.

February 2, 1978 Hespectfully yours

Yoscow

R EEEE——

signed Alexander Podrabinek.

Translator's note: Alexander Podrabinek is a young medical |
assistant who was collecting documents on the use of psychiztry ;
ageinst dissidents in the Soviet Union. The KGB searched his room :
end confiscated a great number of evidence he had cobtzined and was :
prepering to publish. He is now under ruthless pressure by the KGB '
to force him to leave the country, which he does not want to do. The

KGR told him that if he did not emigrate they would arrest his brother |
KEiril. Alexander refused to submit to such blackrail. Kiril has

been arrested and is in jail at present.




Document No. 7

To Attorney Edward Bennett Williams, Alexander Ginzburg's counsel,
from Valeriy Manuilovich Smolkin.

On November 28, 1977 I was summoned for guestioning to the KALUGA
office of the KGB in connection with Alexander Ginzburg's cese. I
did not obey the summons becazuse for morszl ané ethic reasons I do not
geem it possible to cooperete in eny way with the EGB. A year ago
they errested my close friend Ginzburg and since then they have kept
him behind bsrs simply because he has dedicated all his life to
helring 2811 the needy and suffering people. His help is entirely
disinterested &nd he has committed no other "crimes". I want to
stress that my friend Ginzburg chose for himself this peth of
Christian self-dedication in a perfectly natural and simple way,
because he cannot live and behave otherwise. I am very fond of
Alexander Ginzburg and thenkfnl that fate brought us together. His
life and his fate.cannot be indifferent to me, just as his femily's
fate. I belong to those peorle who believe that Alexander Ginzburg
should be released imrediztely in the name of justice and goodness,
to those who are prepared to do everything for that purpose. MNr,
Williams, if you need more detziled iestimony about my friendly
contacts with Alexander Ginzburg in loscow and in Tarussa and about
his personzlity, I am willing.and .prepared to let you have such .

testimony.

Valeriy Smolkin
Pebruary 2, 1978 Vilnius, Raudonosnos Armies 247

Noscow apt. 27
Lithuan1a, USSR.




Document No. 8

Translation

It is one year todey from the pressconference which was
held by Alexander Ginzburg on the eve of his arrest. He was
the representative and distributor of the Russian Social Fund
of help to political prisoners and their families. He was
helping orphans and widows abandoned by everybody, giving them
his attention and loving cere. In his home, these people met
with conpsssion and mercy, humen kindness and warmth.

On Februsery 3, 1977 Alexander Einzburg was arrested.
There ere some strange customs in our couniry: because a man
is kind &nd loves his fellow-men, he is thrown into a damp prison
cell. 3Because he is honest and will not accept evil end wviolence,
he is taken sway from his friends, his wife and his two little
sons.

In the neme of prisoners of conscience, Evangelic Baptist
Christians, in the name of Ukrainian political prisoners. and their
families, I want to deeply thank Alexander Ginzburg and his
wife Arina Zholkovskaya who for the seke of humanity have taken

upon their shoulders the heavy cross of suffering.

People of good will! Christians of all the world! Do not
forget Alexander Ginzburg, his wife and their two little sons in
your przyers., Their tragic fate is a true example of Christian
self-dedication.

Februery 2, 1978 _ . signed Petr Vins

Translator's note: Petr Vins is the son of George Vins, the
well-known Baptist pastor serving a term in a Soviet labor camp.
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Document No. 9

Open letter from Alexander Ginzburg's mother.

I am addressing all people of good will in our country and
abroad. Iy son Alexander Ginzburg has spent one year in the KGB's
torture chambers. I know sbsolutely nothing about him. I don't
know whet his health condition is or how he is being treated.

I have lived sixty years uncéer the Soviet regime and this
long experience has made me Wise. I know very well what terror
means . They now call it stelinist fterror. People kept diseppearing
around me., “Later on they were rehabilitated, thet is the state itself
adrmitted that they had been innccent, All this gives re sufficient
grounds for frightening prognoses.

Alik was sick when they errested him, barely =z week after his
discharge from hospital. The diagnosis had been a very preoccupying
one, they were telking asbout tubercular condition... His ftemperature
would rise every day. Besides, his o0ld silments - stomach ulcer and

inflemmation of the pancreas - had again become acute. 3Both ere a
consequence of his term in the Vliadimir prison.

You czan well understand how terrible it is for us not to know
anything about his thysical condition for an entire year. All the
thoughts that come to one's mind during endless sleepless nights zand
days Tull of eanguish. Once a2 month we taeke a food parcel to the
prison: ten pounds of food products allowed by the prison rules.

e leave our percel at the prison office window. Thet's 211 we can
do. And hope that he will be given our parcel. We cannot be sure
because we never zet e message from him snd they den't even show us
his sighature as confirmation of receipt.

For.a long time, ten months, we had applied in vein for
permission to send him some clothes end underwear. For ten months
such permission had been denied. And so, of course, a terrible doubt
would arise: IS HE STILL ALIVE? In November 1977 they zllowed us
fo send him.a pair.of trousers..and a shirt. But there.is.nothing to
confirm that he has received them.

My daughter-in-law Arina does all she can possibly do. Her

efforts are ceaseless but, alas, vain. Iy grandhildren, their children, !

are growing. OSanya is now 5, Alyosha is 3. They are beginning to
understand many things. They are waiting for their father. And we =all

live only on hope. Justice must triumph.
We deeply trust in your help.

Ivdmila Ginzburg
Februery 2, 1978.




Document No. 10

Btatement from the Christian Committee.

Today, one year after the arrest of Alexandr Ginzburg,
we feel that all the members of the movement in defense of human
rights in the Soviet Union owe him personal gratitude., He and
our other friends (Yuri Orlov, Anatoliy Shecharanskiy) have sserificed
themselves and sccepted to suffer for =211 of us, closing the barrels
of the guns which were pointed at =211 of us.

The fact thet we are free today and that we are still abdle to
continue our ectivity to a great extent is Alexancer Ginzburg's
merit.~ The-canvaign in his defense whiech hes started throughout the
world is of great help not only to him, but also to us, those who
are still free.

Nembers of the Christian Committee

priest Gleb Yekunin

deacon Varsonofiy Kheydulin
Victor Kapitanchuk

Vedim Shcheglov

Moscow, Fedbruary 2, 1978.

Translator's note: The Christian Committee for the defense of
religious rights was founded in the USSR in December 1976. It is,
of course, considered illegal by the Soviet authorities and its
rembers zre subjected to constant harassment and persecution. It
dees not have any political goals. Though founded by members of
the Russian Orthodox church, it is equally concerned with the
interests and problems of all religious groups in the USSR.




To the public opinion of our country.

While the conference of review of the Helsinki =sccord implemen-—
tation is going on in Belgrede, in our country rersecution is continuing
egeinst the Helsinki Accords Vatchgroups. These watchgrours were
collecting data on concrete cases of human rights vieclations in ocur
country in order to mske them known to the world publiec opinion. This
getivity is Tully in sgreement with the Helsinki conclusive document
which proclaims the defense of human rights an internationsl conecern.

At present, lial'va.landa.is in .exile in Siberia, llikola Rudenko
and Oleksa Tikhy have been sentenced and ere serving a2 long term in the
forced lasbor camps of lMordevia. Ilost of the other group members zre
being prosecuted. Yuri Orlov, Alexaender Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharansk:
have spent in jeil alreesdy wore than the meximum time allowed for
pre~trial imprisorment by the Codée of Criminsl Procedure of the RSFSH.
Their pre-trisl. imprisonment has been extended by special decrees of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, but both the text and the numbers of such
decrees are secret. This extension is anti-constituional: +the amendment
of the Code of Criminal Frocedure in the cese of single individuals
violetes the principle of 2l]l citizens' equality before the law as
procleimed by art. 156 of the new constitution of the USSR. This is yet
another proof theat the investigation is--being -conducted not to serve
justice but to serve our regime. And this alreedy is a brutal violation
of humen rights.

Thus, Yuri Orlov, Alexandr Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharanskiy
have become the instruments of a politicel game: they are political
hostages. They have spent over 2 year in jail under very hard physicsl
and moral conditions,. - - :

Pre-trial imprisonment is particuvlarly cruel beczuse they are kept
in isolation for many months, incommunicado, knowing nothing of their
relatives, without any legal counsel and assistance, under pressure from
the investigators who freely use lies and blackmeil to break their will.
They are underfed, deprived of medical aid and live in very difficult
conditions. All this is-a shameless violation of the presumption of
innocence and it inevitably becomes a means of absolutely unlawful
pressure egainst & person under investigation.

Independently. on the future verdict of the court; every dey_of
pre-trisl imprisomment im a Soviet jail elready is severe punishment.

We are friends, relatives and acquaintances of Yuriy Orlov, %
Alexander Ginzburg and Anatoliy Shcharanskiy and we recuest thet they be
released from prison immediately. We feel absolutely certain’ thal their-
fate will be of the grestest importance not only to those clcse to them,

but to =211 the citizens of our country.

91 signatures.

Pebruery 1978
lloscow.



To the Ferticipants of the Belgrade Conference for the Review
of the Helsinki Accords Implementation.

e are close relatives of Alexander Ginzburg, Yuri Orlov and
Aneatoliy Shcharanskiy. We are arresling to you who represent
international publie opinion because we ere worried esnd anxious
about our desr ones' fate.

We know that this problem hes already been raised at the
Belgrade conference. There has been no improvement, however;
on the contrary, the pericd of pre-trial imprisomment has been
extended by further six months, in violstion of our own luws,
Iife in prison is no life eanywey, but in addition to thet our
relatives are being subjected to the torture of uncertesinty end
grbitrariness.

Alexender Ginzburg is a member of the Helsinki Wetchgroup
and the distributor for the Fund of help to political prisoners
end their families. He was arrested on Februery 3, 1977. The
legal term of pre-trial imprisonment ended on November 3, 1977.

Yuriy Orlov is a professor, holds a doctor's degree in
physics and mathematics, is a memberof the Armenisn Academy of

Science, and the leader of the Helsinki Watcheroup. He wass arrested

on February 10, 1977. The legal period of pre-trial imprisonment
ended on November 10, 1977.

An=toliy Shcharanskiy is a2 mathematieian, an setive member
of the lMovement for the Jewish Emigration who tried to obtein the
rermit to emigrate to Isrzel since 1973. He is a2 member of the

Helsinki Watchgroup. He was arrested on March 15, 1977. The legzl

reriod of pre-trial imprisonment ended on December 15, 1977.
These peorle never violsted any Soviet lsw. They called on

the Soviet govermment to fulfill internationsl obligations which

it had freely accepted and they zsked for the support of other

signatories of the Helsinki accords. Such acts are neither punishsble

nor punished in any civilized country of the world.

Even before their arrest they were being systematically persecuted
and ostentatively watched by the KGB. Slenderous articles about _therm

were published by the officisl press. Then came their arrest and
comrlete isolation for 12 months. And 2lresdy srticle 156 of the
Soviet constitution has been violated with resreet to them. This
article states that all citizens are equal before the law and the
courts. 3But article 97 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which

limits the period of pre-trial imprisonment to 9 months, no matter how
long the investigation may tske, is not zpplied to Ginzburg, Orlov and
Shcharansky, who, therefore, are not equal to 211 the remsining citizens
of the country. And although officials keep talking sbhout a mysterious

decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR extending the pre-trisl

investigation period, such an explanation is unaccepteble because an
extension of the legal time of imprisonment is eguivalent to extra-
judicial punishment. It is well known that the Supreme Soviet has no

Judicial powers.

Irmediately after Ginzburg, Orlov and Shcharansky were arrested
it beceame obvious that the investigation was conducted unfeirly and
unobjectively. They are all kept incommunicado, without counsel, and

we know that witnesses are being questioned partially and under

pressure. We know of many cases where witnesses have been threatened
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with eriminsl prosecution if they do not testify as ordered. Three
witnesses in Ginzburg's case (V. Uzlov, L. Borodin and S. Pavlenkova)
heve been tried =nd sentenced for their refusal to testify as crdered.
There ere other cases where witnesses are tempted by rromises of an
apartment or a good job; others, who have applied for emigration from
our country, ere promised a speedy emigretion procedure if they do what
the KEGB esks them to.

As to the gquestion of defense counsel, sgain our own laws are
being violsted. We cennot retain for their defense a lawyer of our
choice because the defense counsel for our relatives must hsve a
speciel guthorizetion from the XGB &nd enjoy the secret police's confi-
dence., We heve tried in wvein to retain Soviet lawyers to defend our
relatives, but met with refusals with 211 sorts of explanations and
excuses. Shcharansky's relatives eprrozched 20 lawyers in vain; in
Ginzburg's case, 15 lewyers refused to assist him. Nany lawyers say:
this is not a legal case, it is political and therefore we won't be able
to .help the defendant, but at the same.time we will loose our jobs. And
they remind us of what heppened to Ginzburg's lawyers (back in 1967-1968)
Eoris Zolotukhin and M. Shtern-Aksel'bant, and others, who Were punished,
disbarred etc. :

It has thus become clear +t0 us that even if we do find =2 Soviet
lawyer, there is very little that he can actually do. Foreign lswyers
have.agreed to defend our reletives and we have gratefully accenpted
their offers. i

Tdward Bennett Willisms (US) has agreed to defend Alexander Ginzburg
John 'cDongld (CGreet Britain has agreed to defend Yury Orlov. Laurent
Rarraport (France) has arreed to defend A, Shcharenskiy. |

However the KEGB denies these foreign lawyers any possibility to 1
work on - the cases, without any explanation or justification of its |
denizl., We have aprplied several times to the Frosecutor's 0ffice and
to the KGB in this connection and every time we were told that it is not |
rossible to have foreign lawyers defend our relatives. No explanation |

has been offered. We were simply told :" This is an official esnswer, you
must believe us",., But we cannot believe them. We have no resson to
believe then, - ey

The investigetion is biesed. The period of pre-triel imprisonment
hes been extended by six months in violation of all existing laws.
Next, there will be a trial - just as partial and biesed?

In our opinion, all this is a blatant violation of laws and
contemnpt of humen rights on the part of a state which has signed the
..Helsinki-accords and it cannot, therefore, be considered only this state's
internel affair. And this is why we are appesling to you, ssking you
to help stop reprisal sgainst our deer ones, reprisal which is already
teking place now.

PR !

Respectfully

Alexander Ginzburg's wife - Irina Zholkovskaya
Yuri Orlov's wife = Irina Valitova

Anatoly Shcharansky's brother - Leonid Shcharan-
sky

January 17, 1978
Opening day of the second session

of the Belgrade conference.
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March 2, 1978

Ms, Ludmilles Therne

Executive Secretary

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee
301 East 49th Street, Apt. 6C

New York, WY 10017

Dear Ms. Thorne:

I finally have your letter of February 17 in hand, and yould be happy
to add my neme to those who have already joined your Committee in

Mr. Ginzburg's behalf.

With varm good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



February 21, 1978

Ms. Ludmilla Thorne

Executive Seecretary

Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee
301 E. 49th St, - Apt. 6C

New York, New York 10017

Dear Ms. Thorne:

Tour letter to Rabbi Schindler concerning the Alexander Ginzburg
Defense Committee reached our offices today, following the rabbi's
departure for Israel. On his return in early March, I will bring
it to his attention.

Please accept this explanation in his absence. I am

Sincerely,



February 17, 1978

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
836 Fifth Ave.
New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I am taking the liberty of writing you on behalf of the Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee ,
which is now being formed with the hope of helping this fine human being, who has been inear-
cerated at Kaluga Prison for one year with no right to meet with members of his family, friends
or legal counsel.

Prior to his arrest Ginzburg was both, a member of the Moscow Helsinki Watch Group and the
executor of Alexander Solzhenitsyn's Russian Social Fund, which has provided material aid to
hundreds of Soviet political prisoners of all religions and nationalities and their suffering fami-
lies. One might say that Alexander Ginzburg was arrested for performing acts of charity.

Among those who have already joined the Committee are Mr. and Mrs. Solzhenitsyn, Mayor Koch,
Roger Baldwin, Bayard Rustin, Simon Wiesenthal. Senators Moynihan and Jackson, Saul Bellow
and a number of other outstanding American writers and publishers.

We would be most pleased if you would also consent to be a part of this group, We plan to print
Committee stationery and appeal to both, Western and Soviet leaders on Alexander Ginzburg's
behalf. On February 3rd, the first anniversary of his arrest we sent telegrams to President
Carter, Mr. Goldberg and President Brezhnev.

Should you be able to join our Committee I know that Mrs. Solzhenitsyn will wish to follow up with
a personal letter to you, expressing her appreciation.

Sincerely,

Al lln, A, %

Ludmilla Thorne
Executive-Secretary,
Alexander Ginzburg Defense Committee

301 East 49th St., Apt. 6C
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 826-6477
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