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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

April 5, 1994 
24 Nisan 5754 

~ _Q_nference on Soviet Jewery 
10 East 40thh: S~tt rree~t ---------­
Suite 907 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Friends: 

Enclosed herewith is 1994 dues from the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations in the amount of $2,500.00. This is 
the sum which we had budgeted for our subvention to the 
National Conference, and inasmuch as we are mandated to 
have a balanced budget, it will not be possible to make a 
greater dues contribution this year. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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March s, 1992 

Task Force Qn Soviet Jewry 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Attn: Betty Golomb, Chair 

Dear Sir: 

B 

Please .be advised that Jo Ann Hofheimer is no longer chair 
of our Soviet Resettlement Committee. Please send all 
information • __ regarding soviet Jewry to our new chairs: 

Morris Lazaron, Jr, 
7711 Argyle Ave. 
Norfolk, Va. 23505 

and Ms, Barbara Carlson 
5003 Gosnold Ave. 
Norfolk, Va. 23508 

If there is anything further you need, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

~C. ~ 
Susanne c. Geshekter 
Administrator 
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All~ country contiJ1ues on i.ts 4.1:Cl:>itioua c0U%se towards poli.tical, 
eco~e • and eoc:i.al. Hfcrm, the Naeional. Oonfel:enee on So\l'i.a~ Jewry, 
and ~• . undeaic;:lad Mmber na~ional agencies, ha.,rs followed. thia 
prcgrea• with mueh ~rested suppoz:t. At this time, hOwt!!ver, we 
wi■h to ~•• 01tt deep' concern ~ding ~ govermnent • s 
proposed amendmcmt.S to the ru.tssiar. :t.aw cu Fnedom of ~elig,ion .. 

The enact:metl-t, sevwal years a.go, of this lagi.slation ha.s lead t:0 ._ 
ai(lnifiaant anrichmant in tha liV'6S of your citizens. :rn that y~ 
~lation repraaants a. nm.ltitude of religious faiths and ethnic 
i&mtiti11.s, tha advancemec:t:: in basic guarantees of freedem of 
religion en&IUed their :eali.:ation of pursuin; this mt:ist fund~aneal 
~uman right, :regai:dless of denominational &ffili&tion. 

'l)~ the••· p~omi&in; ya~ difficult times for ycur country, a atep 
:baclcward at this erueia.l pc,iftt in history c:an only lead t0 an 
unstable ·poli-tic&l en-v-i.ronme= which aides no , cna, exc:ept those who 
w.iah t:o r~~ to a tot:al.itarian form of gova--:=ent. ~heref0:-a, tote 
&!li."!ettta.Qa . ' ' 
~ . ~o continua your pursu.i.t of democratic ~e:form a.nd basic 
·liberties, .re~ed. through.end; the inte~ion&l comnuti.t:r, and 
m:oe l'O\t .~o .veto the restrictive ~ligion amendments. n. ia ow: 
fenen~ hope ·that you will lead your c:::ountry f0:w.u:d and we offe::r 

• our assiatanee in i:ha.t. ~dea~. 
.. ,' •.• 

Sincemly, • .... \ ', 

Richard Wexler· 
Honorary CarnmittM NCSJ ·Chai rman 

Morris B. Abram 
Shcchana s.. c.rc11n w~ s.;. Dolny, Na.tional comman~ez.: - Jewish wu Vetez:a:c.s of the 

&meae Gold •. U.S.A. •• .• 
Jarry Goodman Suaari ·Katzr National Prasidant - National. Cowicil of Jewish W~en 

Burtcn.s. tavinson . Robert . L . t.iftcn. • President • • .blerican Jewish Congress 
Stan&ay.,H~~· -. :· ... . AJ.&ed H0A8·~. President - ~i.~ Jawiah c.aamittaa 

ThAodoraJt:ll&ann · • ·Sb&lc!c.ii: 'Jtudoft,· .President ·- t1nit.n. of Orthodo:,c Jewish Co1:19reqati0n5 
Riohard Maus o:t AmeJ:"ica: 

RabbilarNIMW.- .HAlvi.n Salberg,, · Ji Ltional Chairau:m - Anti-Dafamation L&ague of B'na.i 
R,tibi HameheJ Schactar' • · .. B ':r.i.i:h •, ' ·.. • · • 

Lawis·H; w~ · · • xant · Scbiner , . Prel!!!icient - B' nai B • ~i~ In-cernati.ona.l 
• • ·:· ···:" ·: . :· .' · • 11an:,~ichne.:r.• l'resideni: - 1'~:Lted Syca.gogue of Am~icA 

btcutMI pireamr • • • • 
Mark: B. l.avirt· • 
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K:aronS. Mou 

Exe;gtive Committee 
Petel'Ahar 

Tarry Fisher 
Al1drew Gla2sr 

Sandra Goldberg 
Vona· ~c,lclbot; 
BottyGolomb 

Andrew flmveman 
~ H8_9elberg 

S.hellay B. Hirahboto 
Dr. Bruce l...ai.bowi'tl 

leah$11~ 
Caru;t.r,cs Smulder 

Rabbi Marte St.al1man 
abbi J~h P. Stl!mftejn 

Mavnard Wa.hnar 

Honorary Ctu-nmittM 
MOITiS a. Abram 

Sl'loshara St C.rclln 
Eugene Geld 

Jarry Goodl'l\an 
BI..U'to!I S. UW150n 

Stan£ey M. ~ 
TIIAodcraR.:M/M'ln 
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R:abbi lar~I MWer 

Robbi Hanic.heJ Sch&c:hlr 
Lawis H. Walnl.te.in 

ExucutMI Dirsctl)r 
Mane B. lallin 

The H0t10.c-a:ble Boris N. Yeltsin 
Praaidant of the RWJsi.an Feder ation 
Tha Kremlin 
.Moscow 
RLtssia 

f . 

As youi: country continues on i ts .a.nbi - i.:n..s course towards political, e.eonon:.i.e 4rtd aocial ~orttt, the Na.~io:i~ Conf'et-ene~ on Sovi.st Jewry, 
and. t!he 'Wld~ai~ ~ na~iono.l ~gQD.cies, hA~e followed. thia prcgr sA with l%1:UC!h ittt~.rest ao.d suppo:t. At this tita~ , how~ver, we 
wi11b. - O axp~•as our deep eoncer:t rei;;a..rd.ing ycru..r government• 9 proposed ~~ta to the !\ussia.r. taw on Freedom of :keli~ion .. 

Th~ en.actme:1~. sevwal ~s ago, of this l&9i.slation has lead t:o a e.ignu · cant anriobment in the li"T&S of yOlU" citizens . In that yocr poimlat ion ~epresants a multitude of religious faitbs and ethnic 
i danti t i9s ; the adva.ncemedt in bas!.c suarMt.ees of freedc:,in c:,f religion ensured their :ealuation of pursaing this :;iofZt fu."ld~eneal huma..o ~ight, regardless of danom.inati o~al ufiliation. 
During theae p:-omi&ing 'f8. difficult t ...mes for yo\:.r country, a step backw-e.:rd at t h.is erueial pou.t in hi s t ory can only lead to an wurtabl~ :POh,:t.icu. environment whicn aides no ona, exc:ept. thosse who wiflh to retur.o. to a toeal.it:u-ian f oem o: go?ts:'=ent. l!lherefo~e, we 
ene~a~ 
you t:o continue your pursuit of d eratic reform and basic: liberti e , .i:~eognized thrO.l,_-hov.t th -::teri1ational comnn.uti.ty, and urge you to veto ~he restrictive =e ~igion ~dments. It is ow: fenent hope that you will lead your country forward and wa offer our a.ssietanee in that Mdea.vor . 

Since.rel. y, 

Rich.a:cd Wexler 
NCSJ Ch.airman 

W&rren s. Dolny, Na.tio:o.al commander - .;ewi.sh war Vetera.115 of the 
U.S.A. 

$U9ah Kat:z, Natiol:141 President - Nat i onal Co.mcil of Jewish Women Robert It. Lifton, Preaident - ·~ r i ~ Jewish. Congress Alf:i::-ed Mo&e8, l?r&sidei:lt - ~ican Jewiab Ccxtmittee 
Shaldc.n Jtudotf~ President ·- ~nion of Orthod.o~ Jewieh C0c9reqati0ns 

of AnSe.riea 
Me.l.vin S&lbe.rg, Nation.al Cha.irlnan - Anti-Defamation Laague. of B' n.ai 

:8 I :rith. 
Kant Schiner, President - B • J1ai B • .-ith ln~err.a:ti.onal 

• Alan Tichnor, t't"esiden~ - Otd.ted. Sy~a.gogue of Amui.cia 

.. .. ... ·•.· ;, 

. . . . ·•,•.:.: ~ '. 

-~ ~ of.~hf f'liIDQMJ org.anmans end over JJtree hundt'!id local communily ~urd/s lll'Ki tsaerttd~f'.s 
lew'°ClkO!llat: 10 EcstA()h5!rwt, ScJlle 1701.NewYl:ffl. ~.Y'.1C01~ • {:212}61Q-6~22 • r.'.IX: ci1'2i 666,-n9:; • T,ei~x, 2;)7011 NOi • w~ ~ 1~ ~ ldond A-.--, 1-1.V .. 5u1r9 so,. Wd-~1'1. c.c. 2G:J.'.l1>J276 • (20'2) &9c-2500 • ~ (202) !Q ....... -"~ - --- ~--
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F!WM: 'RA~PJ\ J)A'i'lj) .SA~R5"Tf ,tJ 
NUMBER OF PAGE I NCLUDING COVER SHEET : ~ 

~.NY QUESTIONS CALL (202) 387-2800 



DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

January 2, 1991 

Edith J. Miller 

Albert Vorspan 

MEMORANDUM 

Judea Miller shared the enclosed letter with me. I am giving it 

to you for use with our Soviet Jewry Committee. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SC HI NDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 

Rabbi Judea B. Miller 
Temple B'rith K'odesh 
2131 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14618 

Dear Judea: 

January 2, 1991 
16 Tevet 5751 

(2121 249-0100 

I much appreciate your thoughtfulness in sharing with 
me the letter you received from Alexander Shustorovich. 
His criticism is well taken and I am going to share it 
with our Committee on Russian Jewry. I am certain that 
the y will appreciate his comments. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely , 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE R ABBI'S STUDY 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

244-7060 

December 27, 1990 

I received this letter from a bright, articulate Jew from 
the Soviet Union who has affiliated with our congregation. I 
thought you would find useful his criticism of our booklet in 
Russian on Reform Judaism. 

JBM:nk 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

> ~~l! e-e t 
u bi Judea B. Miller 



K.\ !J Hl .\ 1.E\ A :\ D ER \ 1 SC H l:\Dl.ER • l :\ lON O F Aiv1ERlCAN HEBREW CONGREG ATIO NS 
~'lESIDE ,\ r 338 FI FTH AVE NUE NEW YORK . N.Y 10021 

v r 
Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe 
Chairman 

January 17, 
2 Shevat 

The Israel -free Loan Association 
1 Metudela Street 
P . O . Box -11 7 
Jerusalem 91041 Israel 

Dear Professor Jaffe: 

1990 
5751 

12121 249 -0100 

Your letter of December 25th reached our office during 
Rabbi Schindler's absence from the country. Therefore, 
I am taking the libe rt y of responding to you in his 
behalf. 

I will briDg your let t er to the attention of the Soviet 
Jewry Committee of the UAHC. We have a number of 
programs providing assistance for Russian immigrants, 
not onl y here in the United States, but also in Israel. 
Therefore, I am not c ertain that it will be possible to 
aid you with a contribution, but I will call the 
important se ttlement effo rt your association has 
undertaken to the attention of the leaders p f our 
moveme nt most intimatel y involved with Russian Jewry. 

With e very good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
.\ssi s ::: ,uc to the President 

• 
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The Israel Free Loan Association 

December 25, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK - NY 10021 - U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I am writing to request your 

support for the Interest-Free Loan Fund for 

Russian immigrants. Thousands of Russian Jews 

continue to arrive in Israel each month and, as 

they settle into their new life here, many are in 

great need of modest loans to pay for basic 

furniture, appliances, educational expenses and 

other necessities. 

The Israel Free Loan 

Association (IFLA) is providing helpful extra 

cash for immigrants just getting on their feet as 

they e~ter the Israeli labor market. This is not 

charity, but partnership. This is a special way 

to help, with maximum accountability, extremely 

low overhead, and in perpetuity. 

Please won't you give of 

to look over the enclosed and consider 

generous donation to help fund this your time 
making a 
important 
immigrants. 

settlement effort for Russian 

Sincerely yours, 

Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe, 
CHAIRMAN 

1 U -• .. --1o 1~ <::troot (P n P.nv 4171) TPr11s::ilem 91041 ISRAEL Tel: (02) 690-744, 637-450 

&V 
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Het<h. ;-arMsh 
ARICASH CONSTRUCTION INC. 

P.O. Box 576 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA. 92067 

P, 01 

19) 756-3594 FAX (619) 759-1463 f, 
FML;:::TTM ~; ~d/ 

Augu•t 22 , 1990 \ ~ J,rJ 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Attn: Edie Miller 

COMPANY: UAHC 

FAA NUMBER: ( 2 1 2 J 2 as - o 1 o o ( t e 1 e i;i h O ne j FAX: (212) 570-0895 

REOt\RDIN8: Soviet immigran ts to r ~ r ael - Who~~ A Je w? 

Article by Ocnald H. Har ri son in Heritaoe newspaper e /17/ 90 

FROM: Heidi Farkash 

PHONE NUM~ER: (619) 756-317s/7ss-3ssa 

HUMBER Of ORl81NALS liCLUDINO COVER SHEET: -F_i_v _e _r_s_J_-----. ____ _ 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Esteem e d Rabbi Schindler, t he p9roeption one has 

f ro m reading the a ttach ed arti cle is that y ou fe e l t he Israe lie ere not 

asking 11 Are you a 'Jew"' o f" pr"'ospectivs/act u al immigrants Fr o m the USSR, 

Ou r per5onQl experience a5 a fa mily contradicts. We h a ve b ee n esked by __________ :....__ ________ :;.__ ___ :....,__:_::.~__...:._~:...:: 

/ 

o~r first oousins in Moscow to help them explore t h ei r oot~ on s - to which 

countries they might go. Our mutual fir$t oo u sin in Je rusalem went to her 
looal immigrat ion of"f"icial, and when she 9ave the name (D mi tr i Oukhnovy, 
e t al) she wss told - "D mitri i5 not a Jewi5h name." The of"Fi oial refused 
to give her further papers/applications, etc, until we had produced a 
birth certi fi cate from which he could deduce the party was J ewish. I am in the proo ess of doing that now. In fact, I have st udi Ed-&d ocumented 
t h i= particular familyts genealogy f"or five generations eo a m as familiar with it as anyone could be. (In fact through my leadership i n the Jew. 
Gen, Seo, of L,A. I ca me tc know Rabbi Len n ar o Th al, who cen a ttest I am n ot a total crackpot, as you might think . ) Now , I unde r sta nd if at least 
one grand-parent is Jewish, you're 1·0, k , " by t h e Ist""aeli'~ .. but this 
particular experience certainly belie5 an y perception o ne mi ght have that no one is a$king the question , and I thou 9ht yo u should kn ow t h at and that 
the public shouldn't be mislead . Furt h ermore, our So v iet r elatives inform me they understand that if you are accepted a~ an i mm igra n t to Israel, but 
yo u r i dentity as a Jew is not recognized, you do not recei v e the ~ame social benefits as other i mm igrants - in f"aot nons, I ha v e not confirmed this. Perhaps the rhetoric on high political levels implies this i5 "irre le vant" but it hasn 1 t trickled down to lower bureaucratic levele. 
Actually, this pa~ticularj\amily is not hal~chically Jewish, but that is 
not the point. .. :X:,. 72 f 
Yours truly, ~L-.j}Y-.. "-~d,,l.)~ Heidi Farkash 
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-H■-,u •u ~.,._.,.._.,u 4 •4111 Vl .traq1 po•son 
g31.". on local cities. much as !'ilasser's deci­
sion to blockade the S1rairs of Tiran in 
May. !967. presaged a full-scale war 
between Israel and her Araf> neighbors.. 

The .-eaction to last wcet"s si.tuacm. 
howen:r, was not exact!y parallel to thal 
or 2J yca,-s ago. Then there was a ruD on 

Rabbi Alexander Sch1ndler in his study 

c1.:. yet. 1 ney SOIO l1k~ hotcakes at 5120 
each. though some customers went.away 
disappointed when il turned out that no 
masks were available for pet dogs. 

Adding to the gloomy atmosphere we~ 
newspapeT pages with pltotogiraphs of 
hapless Kurds who had bttf'I gassed by 
Saddam Hussein and alarmist statements 

ii:.. 

First, the tefillin • • • 
then the Yiddishkeit 
By Donatd H. Harrison 

'P lea!.C'. •• en treated _ 1he .bean.led 
man tn a wb11e shirt. t::is -;: i.s and 
a i•armulke. "it will brrnl.! vou 

luck. ~ His 0~11~treachcd hands were pa-Im!> 
up. and acr~s I hem lay tdillrn . 

"f.1. l think m~ fli~h• i:-, ka\ing mn~ ." 
replied one student. ~dgin!! :H ... ay :·rcm1 
the man in an El Al loun~e at fohn f 
Kcm11.~d~· .-\;,q,ort in,.<'\' Y,1rk. Pie Sun -
. t ~,-.;· 11 i ,,,h1 --. ..... T , ... 1 \ , , ., .. ... • ~- . • 

who knew lhc- schedule very well. 
.. I really want LO remain with my 

group!" the student pro1ested. breaking 
off the com;ersa1 ion and disapixaring 
into a se:i of knapsack!>. portable stucos. 
bedroll"> and other accouterments of the 
lsrac-1-bound American college studem:.. 

The mao sighed. and turned lo anothcf" 
traveler. who had bt~n watching tl1e 
:scene. '"Please!'' he i.aid. 

"Wha• i~ it that you warn me lo do~" I 
,L\ked i11 rcpl~ . 

u l l' 

No W'onder people went around with 
short tempers and long faces. 

Then. none too soon. the authorities 
came 10 the concJusion thal caJm must be 
restoi-ed. So various officials pointed out 
that [,a.qi long-ransc missiles (the only 
ones cap.able of reaching Jsrael) don't 
havechemjcal warheads . And while Iraqi. 

oenai.nly have a negativ~dfecr on •oralc. 
For even though 18,M soldiers aNI 

more than J ,000 civilians have been kiUcd 
by Anb knives, bullets and bombs since 
the War of Independence, every addi• 
tional deatb sends shock waves through 
Israe ti society. 

Continued on V#lwpoinf D 

'Who Is a Jew' -less 
relevant - Schindler 
By Doneld H. Harrison 

T

. he tida l wave o, rcfLtFH emi~ 
arating from lhr SoYier Union to 
israel is making 1hc once heated 

-who j5, a Jew" c-on1.-oversy politically 
inetevant. sayi. Rabbi Alexande r 
Schindler, the lea,kr of Reform Judaism. 

Schindler. president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, told 
HERJT,\GE in a recent interview that 
"nobod)· in Israel 1s challenging the 
Jewishne:-.s of the: Russ1:in Je\l.'~ who an :: 
coming in. many of \\-hom arc i11ter­
married where there was not even any 
con\iersion ." 

.. The non-Jewish wi~ are being 
accepted as Jews and att being admitted 
to ls.-af:I, and their children are being 
admitted to lsracl." Schindlc:r said. 

Tht: Reform leader said hrael's 
Orthodox "are not fighting this because 
1hey recognize that all of 15,cael is ~CJ 
excited about this aiivah and secs it as 
essential to the future ·and Ux security of 
lsrael." 

Schindler noted that rival leaders Yitz.• 
hak Shamir of the ruling Likud align­
ment a11d Shimon Peres of the opposition 
coa1i1ion made an agreement between 
t~msdvcs not to permil Israel's law of 
Return 4 o be made more restri.ctive, 

Continued on Page 6 
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'Who Is a Jew' 
said to be moot 
CorttinUfld from Page 1 

regard less ol '-' h1ch ~ide the O, th(')d(')x 

p11rties rnpportc<l i11 the recent 1:{1nteM 

w?i~h ·saw Shamir emtr1• ·· 4~ primi: 
in1n1&ttr . 

Bui 1he i~.suc was made moot b)· the 
Ru~ian influx, Schindh:r said . 

"The operative principle within 

Orrhndoxy is 'the purity of the farni tv,' 
Schindler ~aid. "You can hardlv dl! irn 

that this genetic purity of the f;m ,h i n 

Israel dbtaio~ ri~ht n<.1w ; the more il ,~ 
diluted. tht le~~ importitnt it h~<"ome5 ... 

Schindler was hkcwise confident 1hat 

ch ildren of non-Jewi:;h mothers and Je~­
ish fathers who are reared aidc~s un11er 

Reform Judaism's new ruling wi ll be 

accepted as Jews in Israe l, ~hnu ld thcv 

ever decide to imm igrate . • 
"You ou11ht to know that the riatril i­

ncal r,rincipal obtained in Bibhrnl times, ·• 
Schindler ~aid durine an interview in his 
nrncc al UAHC headquarter\ nverlook­

int New York t:hy's Central P11rk . 
"lhe laws of inheritance go from fAlher 

to son. not from mother to ~l'ln . Much 

more to the point, the children of a Jcw­

l$h father and nol"I-Jewi1h mother~ were 

regarded as Jews 1n the Bible. 
"Sulomon had rnany wivu. m,ny 

foreign wives. and the son of one of them. 
Rehoboam, b¢came the king of hrael. 
Another telling case in point Wit~ .I Osl."ph. 

who had two sons , Eph raim and 

M&l\anah. 
"Today, every Orthodox father will 

bless his children. saying •May yuu grow 

up to be like Ephraim and Manasseh .' 

And who WH Ephraim and Manasseh's 

mother? Her n•me was Asenath, the 
daughter of a priell (Pc,tipherah) who 

worshiped a hulhcn shrine." 
Schindler said the patrilinta.l tridilion 

is e..-idenl to some extent even today in 

Orthodoxy. "How is one called to the 
Torah?" he ukcd. "One is c;,llcd to the 
Torah by the father's name. Jn Reform, 

the father's and mother's names are 

mentioned ... " 
"Even more to the point ," he said, 

"how doe• one become a priest - -
kohen'l It is only the father's lineage, not 

the mother's linctp." 
"So, Schindler said. ''if the patril ineal 

lineage is good enough for the priest ­

hood, then why in heaven's name can it 

not bt good enough for Jewishness?"' 
• Schindl,r said Jewish lineaJe was 

changed from patrilineal to malriliMal 
because of "external ~ircunutances" per­
haps in the Middle Age&, 

"Some people think it was a time of 
trial. of pogronts aao1iMt Jews. when Jew­

ish women were raped," he said , "If the 

mother iA Jewish, you can assume the 

child is J1wi1h, even tho•1t,h ·she: might 
have been raped. So it Wa.$ a compassion­

ate law , .. 
"We (Rdorm) have said thl'I insofar as 

genealc&)' is concerned, either the father 

or the mother (is sufficient). Then we 
added one other important point, that 

genealogy alone is not enou1h , In add i• 
tion to thi!I presumption of Jewishness to 

which genealogy rntiiles you, you have to 
make some active commitments to Jew­
ish life . You have to ao certa in th11"1gS . 

you have to identify yaur~e lf with \he 
Jewish community.'' 

Rabbi Schindler said that. thanks to 
the pa\Tilinul ruling, the gr:indson of 

Israel'$ first pr ime minister David Ben• . . . . --·· ... __ 

· --- ... - - - + ' '-' _ _, 

. , 

Schindler recalled the day Ben-Gurion's 
grandson Ht in a chair in his offiee to tell 

!\chindltr, "I just came here to th11nk you 

for lhis patrilinral <lecision. an<l you 
nu,hl to know that I just came ba1.;k from 

fi~ncinJ the Lebanese war. and the rac1 is, 

i( I had been killed in Lebanon. they 

would not have buried me in a military 

ihanks to the . 
patrilineal ruling, 
the grandson of 
David Ben-Gurion 
could be 
considered a Jew. 

cemetery, because I am not a Jew," 
s,hindler said he replied, " 'For you, 

the OrthO<iox rabbinate would have 

found some way 10 have you buried in an 

Orthodox cemetery,' but the point ia 
Orthcdo,i.~ doe,n't reprd Ben-Ourion'1 

grandgon as a J1w off'u:ially. even though 

he U,·es in Israel, tpoks Hebrew, ha.s 
detfrmined to ,hare the d~5tiny of lhc 

Jewi,h people. and has ri1ked his life for 

Israel." 
The Reform· l~ader caid tl'lal the otMr 

pole or thi!J anomaly is the status of 
former Soviet Commllnist P•rty chair• 
man Nikita Khru.,h~hev•, ,;r11ndchildren. 

"l(hru1hchev1 son married a Jewi.sh 

woman," Schindler ,xplained. "Now, 
h1l1chically, the children a~ Jewish, but 
I will bet you doll1U to donuts that the)' 

don't know that they are Jewish, and that 
they probably have an anti-religious, cer­

tain!)' anti-Zionist, orientation. 
"Sol think the approach we are takins 

is a far saner approa~h. 
"Here. in the United ~tates. we ha,c 

children of intufaith maniaaes, In the 
beginning, most of 1hcse interm11rriages 

tovk place between non-Jewish wornert. 
~ertainly a majority still of those nrnr• 

ri~ge~ involve Jewish men and non-Je wi~h 

wnmen. 

AIFOAM eglflCE Nev 
York't TP.mole Ema nu-EI 1· 

cne of tM oldest ~nd one r. 
i~e largf!SI "1elorm temples 11 

the un,1ed Stales 

valed me lo i, ush for th is is!luc more th11r 

anyth ing else was the sensitivity of thH< 

people . 
Here they were lead ing their livei. .i• 

Jews . they were being rear«! l\( .fews. llq< 
all lhc:y were hearing was. well. 'You arc 
not really a Jew becau~ vol.Ir mother i· 
not a Jew. • and I felt that should end onc1 

and for all, for their sclf-respccl.-
"When th is passage was finall : 

adopted, - Schindler recalled. "a Rcf or11 
rabbi came up to me :tC the end or Lha 

seuion and ~aid, 'Todav for ~he first tim1 

I feel like a real Jew: E;en ht, whoshO\llc 

havt known betm. felt himself to be . 
second class Jew because hi, mother wa 

"ot Jewish." 
A recent decision by Reform to permi 

homosexuals to become rabbis t!I anothe 
point of division b¢tween Sd1indlcr' 

wing of Judaism and Orthodoxy, 
.. The fact of the matter is that appro11: 1 

mately 10 per cent of the general rmpuh 

tion is gay and lesbian." Schindler ~aid. 1 

there are betwc:tn five and ~ix miltio 
Jew~ . he $aid , then by that ,;tatist: 

between S00,000 and 60.000 of them fa 

into those categories. 
"Modern science teaches us that bein 

homosexual is not volitional ," Schindh 

.. . 00 JUSTICE ~ ' t..ove mercy . . 
... ., ,..w.~- ;... - • •~-, ll'\;nn nf t\.mA 
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;;a:cl . " In o,he( words. you can 't.~lioMe to 

be c1 homMe"'uaf: you can't he tavght to 
he u h1•1:w~1:l<u:1! ... II i~ ',I, h111 yutt u, c, 

and ~o ~-011 ~:in 't do it•tythint,: t1hout IL " 

"W h:o a,c we tu 110 with tntte .Jews'>" 

he a~kcd . "Are we tc n:a<i them 011t n( the 

Jewi$h foid'! Are we to say ~hat there ii r@ 

limih t\.· the ir spiritual upiratiom? Or 

are we to trut them for what they arc . 
namely our brothen and ~istcrs and our 

sons and our daughters?" 
Rabbi Schindier said the Torah <.oun• 

seled that lepers be kept apart from the 

community . promptin& (lne rabbinic 

,chola r to order Jews to remain ~l Jeut 
100 cubits from them . 

"Well. in the 19th Century. we dis• 
covered that it (lcprusy) •~ a disease, and 
11 1~ not a rnM:ll :ifllic.:1ion ," Schindler 
said. "There: ::ire few Orthodo1. Jew~ 
todav "'ho wnuld suggest that we read 
them' out M that we excommunicate 
them. So. t~◊. we have learned something 
about the nature of homosexualily . 

"The sc,ond point I would make is that 
for ~ome JS year~ now, the Reform com• 
monity has acc:epted into in family c<.l1t-

1rcg1tions with a special outrtach to the­

&• Y and lesbian community .. . The 
members of those congregations have 
made an eimaoroinary contribution to 

Jewr~h life .. . 
'" Point number three I want l(l make is 

(to dispute} the idea of a role mod~I -· 
1hat the rabbi is a role model and, ifhe is a 
homouxual , that he will $nmehow 
beguile the younger generation into 

adopting the homoseitual way o( llf e. . 
.. That ju~t ian 't II scientific fact . Thal 11 

a myth . It hasn't h1p~n~. Right ~ow. in 
the Reform, Conservauve and 1n the 
Orthodox rabbinate , ~e probably ha-.e 
score~. if not hundreds. of homose.u11I 
rabbis (not n~essarily open), and I don't 
recall a sinalc problem with any o( those 
rabbis . 

.. I can tell yo" at the same: tim~ we have 
h•d , hell of a big problem with some 
he1ero11xu1I rabbis who were not uactly 

pcrf ect role models for their eongreiants 
- whether it WU a member or. congre­
gation in a put oral setting. or• aee~tary. 
or ~omethina: we've had a lot of problems 
like that. And this is true no, only of the 
rabbinate, it is 1rue also or Christian 

ministers. 
.. Wha: 1 am saying is that sexual orien­

tation doesn't make you a better or a 

worse role model. h depends on what you 

QO." 
On thewaU outsideSchindler',officeis 

a print dei,ic:ting Orthodox Jews holding 
Torahs. Schindler was asked how Jews 

like those in the pict\lre - - believin1 the 

Cdntlr,ued on Pa99 20 
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EILEEN M. SONDAK 

Scene 
Around 

'Biloxi Blues' 
comes alive 
at N. Coast 

N cil Sim1u, h;1,; an endk:-., ~1 1,.1111 

of hit~ \ll his crcdil. 0111 onlv 11111.· 

Tony /\ward . Hccarnc<l tlrn t on,· 
for the mn:1t ~eriou~ r,lay he ha~ ~·,·l:r 

penned, ,1 bla<:k comedy ahout army !ii (• 

on the homel"tunt, H,Ja.n Blues. 

This second snow in the Simon trilol!:­
which began with Briilium Bt>al'h Mmt­

()irs and culminated in Broadwn_r Hmmd. 

pick¥ up on Sim on·.~ alter ego when th~· 

youn,i man 1, on his way to hoot can1r in 
Bilo:u , with a busloa,d or other r.1w 

recruits. 
The show had ics unly San Diego w,g. 

ing three years afO. at the now defu nct 
Fiesta Dinner Thealtr , Finally. N1.trth 

Coast Repertory ('o . ~focovercd it. and 

In this appearance . 
Dan Wingard is 
dynamite. 

hrollJht 1h, show - toiether with the 
strongest as11t of the Fiesta product ion 
(Dan Wingard) to Solana Beach fur a 

summer nan. 
Wingard playe4 th~ most fa~inatini 

character in Fic::sta 's 8;/o~i Blul'.i, not 

F.ugene the Simon alter ~go, but a 
sensitive Jewish schol:i.r named Arnlild 
Epstein. 

Arnold was surely the worst ~oldier in 
Simon•~ troop, but as a person of princi­
pl~ and staunch d1aracter. hestood abov~ 
thtrn all, Simon obvi<'iUSly embrace.~ Arn­
otd aA a kindred spirit And witn Wingard 

to reveal tbe hidden nuance, of character. 

he is all the more intriguins- Wingard 

delivered the 1oods in his first 1n at the 

the part, but in this North Coast appear­

ante. he 's dynamite. 
fortunately, Win1ard is not the only 
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c.1sa de l'wsriposa is a quiet, luxurious. privat 
dance designed lo provide personalited ea 
attention, In a warrn supporCive envlronme 
men and women reeuperatfng from eo! 
sYroery. Our focus et casa de Mariposa ts ton 
and par,,per, thus minimizing 1he cor,cerns a r 
comfort 11ociated Wilh • cosmet ic procedur( 

• Tastefully prepare-1 nutritiQ\IS me111, 
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Reform aims 
at equality 
Continued from Page 6 

Torah to be the lite.:al word of God -
could reconcile thic concept of homo­
xx.ual rabbis with the i.njunction in 1..ev;.. 
ticus that sodomy is an abormnarion"'! 

1"hen, they've got their pirobkms, you 
sec .. Sch.i11dlc1:- replied ... As long as the 
biblical tradition aJlowcd fo.- ioterprcta• 
tion and there was a Sanhedrin. changes 
took. place and the traditions could be 
altered. It wasn't unti.l cbe Middle Ages 
that 1he process of codificati.on began af!d 
the tiradition was filled, encrusted m 
<emenl as it we re. 

.. Had there bcco a synod, had there 
continued to be a Sanhedrin in Jeru­
salem, then many things in the written 
law could have been changed.• Ao eye for 
an eye, a tooth fo.- a tooth.· Is tha1 stiJl 
being practiced? Very quickly, th~ courts 
ruled that thi.s isn't to be taketl l11erall:,, 
that it means material compensation for 
physical loss, which is the principal of all 
law. The value of an eye for an eye, and 
the value of a 100th for a toolh. 

"You quole1lOC sentence (from Leviti­
cus). You can quote from olherscnff!'ncu 
as well. Th.e counterpoint is the entire 
Torah, for it thirobs with a rabbinical 
principle that ~ays love is the beginnint 
and end of the To.-ah. 

-C-he Torab is r~scntially a cornpas­
si.onate instrument. oot a rei.trictivc 
instrumenL [ts 1brust is to love. 'Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God.' 'Thou shall 
love lhy neighbor a5 1hys.elf.' •Stand not 
idly by while your neighbor- ~rishes_ • 

"T~re is a good verse: 'Stand no1 id ly 
hywhyyour neighboirpcrishei..' That has 

. ' 

something to say about AIDS , does it 
no1? Shourd we rejecl the people who 
have AIDS because tht'!y arc homo­
sexuals':' There is a good veru to counter­
balance the other verse. w 

Scbindlena1d thatsince 1971, wbeo he 
became the p<esideot of the: Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. out­
reach has been a Jeilmo1if of bis adm.init.­
tration. Rt believes Rcform's dforts to 
be inclusive have resulled in a growth of 
about 25 pc.- cent in thi: last decade, with 
membership climbing 10 1.3 million and 
the oumhero! synagogu~incrcased from 
600 to 850. 

Important in this paucm ot growth is 
the fact that .. we gjvc £ull equaJity to 
women and men in n:ligious--life._♦~ 
Schindrc:.- said. Women not only parti­
cipate Cull)' in the servi«s.., .. but they serve 
as teachus and principals aad presi.<l c:nts .-~ 
and rabbis and so on an so forth ." 

Schindler said Reform"3 i.ocial acti­
vism in the Jewish realm - Israel and 
Soviet Jewry _:_ and in lhcgeneraJ realm 
- economic justice, civiJ rights aad civil 
liberties - .. attracts a great maoy or us ... 

He abo s.aid that he believes 20th Cen­
tury Americans have become dis:ilhs­
sioncd with science:. which at the begin­
ning of the century seemed to bold the 
promise that humanity <.-ould chart its 
course by n::ason alone_ 

"A hell of a 1.ot has happened in Ibis 
country: t.-o world wars, AtUCbwi1z, 
Hiro$hima. and an ever increasing 
number of people have come to rcali.2e 
that the fu1ure of human k.ind cannot be 
entrusted to the landscape of scientific 
rat ionalit}' _ . ... 

• 

· . • . • ·-'--t•~ -~ . . • ..,. - ~< .... .,. .. . 
~ ,£ 

--
. ~ ... ,: 

"'In consequence. there is a great deal 
more respect fo1 the nonrational rather 
than fo r the sam:tly i.cientific rational." 
St:hindler said . 
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DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

April 3, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Martin Strelzer 

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, California and 

he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start a Reform 

Havurot similar to the one created by Zunya Kogan. 



1. Vaisman, Semyou 
278000, USSR, Tiraspol-13, 
Mira Str. 50-22, apt. 57 
tel. 2-22-08 

2. Mirsky, Rudolph 
290057, Lvov,' Kurskaya str., 
Ga., apt. 1 tel. 35-29-72 

3. Shferenberg, Yuly 
290000, Lvov, Chaikovsky 
str., 37, apt. 8 
tel. 74-66-73 

4. Basin, Yakov 
220012 Minsk,. K. Chyorky pereoulok, 
u, apt. 18 
tel. 66-72-57 

5. Kels, Gingery 
480064, Alma-Ata, Abay prospect, 
59, apt. 5, tel. 63-90-81 

6. Gramberg, Gennady 
203006 Estonian SSR, Harynsky 
district, Hoobneame, Myanny 
6-3 tel. 770700 (Talliun) 

7. (The telephone of the Jewish 
Cultural Soc.} 
g Top, Leonid, 
213809, Bobruisk, Sovetskaya 
str., 101, apt. 15 
tel. 7-65-01 

8, Heifits, Vladimir 
630110, Nooosibrirsk, Mendeleye 
va str., 2, apt. 50 
tel. (.at the work) 77-24-62 

9. Portnoy, Yury 
630081, Nooosibirsk, Miduuriva 
str 43, apt. 7 
tel. 20-55-83 

10. Eitenberg, Boris 
682200, Birobijau, 
Habaroosky Krai, 
Chapayeva str., 23, apt. 25 
tel. 6-77-28 

ll. Degtyar, Yakov 
682200, Birobijau, Bumagina 
str. 13, apt. 52 

12 . . Bitkin, Leyev 
277060, Kishinyov, B.elskogo 
str. 17-7, apt. 87 

.13. Falkner, Alexander 
31010.3, Kharkov, August 
the 23rd str., 39, apt. 2 
tel. 33-37-78 
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EARL KAPLAN , Rabbi 

IRVING A. MANDEL, Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

SERVING THE POMONA VALLEY 

March 20, 1990 

Thanks so much for your recent letter_ Fortunately, the 
earthquake did almost no physical damage and very little emotional 
damage to the members of this spiritual community_ Aftershocks 
continue and memories linger on, but the worst is definitely over_ 

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet 
Jewry_ Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October 
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the 
situation is even more fragile than you describe_ As a result, I have 
several suggestions to make: 

1) Italy - The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to 
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to 
introduce them to American Reform Judaism_ As an example, Chabad has 
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979_ Sending Russian 
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to 
address the real needs_ Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as 
of today_ 

2) Vienna Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienna in the hundreds, if 
not more_ Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees_ 

3) !lS.SR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions 
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for 
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of 
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya Kogan 
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c) make contact with the list 
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October_ 

If I can be of help in i.iiiplementing any of these suggestions, 
please feel free to contact 'me_ ·wishing you all the best_ 

Shalom, 

WM,~ 
Rabbi Earl Kaplan 

EK/kr 
l 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 





~Q61cIJ1Q~i:!Qkl:JI~,~,v~QY!1g1•JBt,~?, 
8 West 40th Street, Su ite 1510, New York. NY 10018 (21~2) 354 -13 16 ·v--

/ /J 

May 31, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congreg 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We are writing you today to remind your agency of its 
minimum annual contribution to the Coalition so that we can move 
ahead with our agenda. 

As you are well aware, our agency has been encountering 
this year's increased financial difficulties making 

contribution to the Coalition extremely important. 

Your organization's support has contributed immeasurably to 
the accomplishments of our agency. Now, the Coalition, in its 
18th year, is entering a new era, one that has the potential for 
major new initiatives on behalf of Soviet Jews, notably in Jewish 
identity programming that is so urgently needed in the USSR. 

Your agency's leadership and strong commitment have helped 
us to shape ambitious -- and attainable -- goals. To help us meet 
them, and to fulfill our mission we ask that your agency send in 
its minimum annual contribution of $300. 

Thank you again for your support and your concern. 

Sincerely, 

~~ ttol)bi /u}L1~ 
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein 
Chairman 

~~ 
Irving ~ ernstein 
Treasurer 



Ms. Edith J. Miller 

Mr. Rred Cohen 

June 2 ~ , 19 8 9 
12 Sivan 5749 

En~~osed, herewith, is an ap roved bill representing an annual 
contribution for 1989 to the Co~lition to Free Soviet Jews. 

Please let me have this check f or transmittal. 

Thank you. 

enc. 



Rabbi Earl Kaplan 
Temple Beth Israel 
3033 North Towne Avenue 
Pomona, CA 91767 

Dear Earl: 

April 2, 1990 
7 Nisan 5750 

Thanks for forwarding the list of Soviet Jews who wish to 
start Reform Havurot. I appreciate your bringing these 
names to our attention. They will be excellent contacts! 

Warm regards and best wishes for a sweet Passover. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXAN DER M . SCHINDLER e UN ION OF AME RICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW Y RK, N.Y. 10021 (2121 249-0100 

Rabbi Earl Kaplan 
Temple Beth Israel 
3033 North Towne Avenue 
Pomona, CA 91767 

Dear Earl: 

March 27, 1990 
1 Nisan 5750 

It was good hearing from you and I am delighted that 
t h e worst is definitely over following the recent 
earthquake. I am pleased that the members of your 
congregational family h a ve come through this difficult 
time so well. 

It was thoughtful of you to c mment on my recent 
remarks on Soviet Jewry. I am grateful for your taking 
the time to share your thoughts. I am especially 
grateful for the s uggestions you were ki nd enough to 
share. 

Yo u o ught to know that the Union, in cooperation with 
the American Joint Distribution Committe e , The Jewish 
Agency for Israel, and through efforts o f the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, are funct i oning in 
essential all of the areas note d in your letter. We 
are fairly well in line with yo1~L recomm0ndations. All 
of us believe t ha t this is a pr i ority matter to be 
addressed by t h e Jewish community and we are giving it 
all the attent i on we can. 

With repeated thanks and best wishe s to you and your 
dear ones for a sweet and meaningful Pesach, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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3033 NORTH TOWNE AVENUE • POMONA, CALIFORNIA 91767 • (714) 62~ 

/../2/ oY' 
SERVING THE POMONA VA t/ 

/\ '1 

EARL KAPLAN , Rabbi 

IRVING A. MANDEL, Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

CV ~ r_fY~✓ 

l~>/ 
Thanks so much for your recent letter_ Fortunately, the 1 ,O_ 

earthquake did almost no physical damage and very little emotional.t:' 
damage to the members of this spiritual community_ Aftershocks 
continue and memories linger on, but the worst is definitely over_ 

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet 
Jewry_ Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October 
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the 
situation is even more fragile than you describe. As a result, I have 
several suggestions to make: 

1) Italy - The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to 
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to 
introduce them to American Reform Judaism_ As an example, Chabad has 
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979. Sending Russian 
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to 
address the real needs_ Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as 
of today. 

2) Vienna Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienna in the hundreds, if 
not more_ Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees. 

3) USSR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions 
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for 
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of 
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya Kogan 
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c) make contact with the list 
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October_ 

If I can be of help in implementing any of these suggestions, 
please feel free to contact me_ Wishing you all the best_ 

Shalom, 

vv&~ 
Rabbi Earl Kaplan 

EK/kr 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 



FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

April 2, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Albert Vorsp'an 

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, California and he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start Reform Havurot similar to the one created by Zunya Kogan. 

I am enclosing the list herewith. Also enclosed is what Earl indicates is a copy of the "secrets" which prevent noted refusnik, Anatoly Genis, from emigrating to Israel. 



RAl3Bl ALE XANDE I{ M . SCHI N IJLEI{ • UN ION OF AM ERICAN H EBREW CONC EEG ATI ONS 

Rabbi Amie l Wulil 
Te mp l e I srael 

PRES IDLN r 

1000 Pinebrook Boul e v ard 
, ' ew Ro c he ll e , i,Y 1 0 80 -! 

Dear Arniel : 

838 FIHH AVF UE NEW YORK . N Y 100:, J 

Mar c h 20 , 19 90 
23 Adar 57 50 

Thank you for the inf o r mation o n ti 1e pi lut pr ,:; _j e ct 
b eing undertak e n at Aba\·at h fh alorn i11 Bn.>vkli·n . 1 
appre c iat e yo u r t h o ug h tf uln e ss . 

12121 249 0100 

I a rn bri nging this matter to tll e at t e n t iun o f th e !\ e h 
York Fe derat i o n of Re t ,:., nn Syna(d ugu e s . I ci. !11 , ·•:: ( t ct Ld yen, 
i-i 11 hear fr o m ei tb 8 l Berni e Zl ot o wi t z ur .;'.\l l 1::-1 1 h a 1:,l c1 n 
d irec tly o n ce t h ey h ci.Ve ll ad d 11 c,ppvi:- tuu it_ t u L1c: ,: ie w 
the mat erial . 

With every good wi s h , I ~ rn 

Al exander M. Sc hi ndl er 

cc : Rabb i Bern ard Zl o t o wit z 



AMIEL WOHL, RABBI 

Temple Israel of Nevv Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Blvd. • New Rochelle, NY 10804 • 914-235-1800 \-1 .}' 

March 13, 1990 

V I\ O 

~1,/. 
. r 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

-1L(j,, 

The pilot project we have going at Temple 
Ahavath Shalom in Brooklyn involves "family 
clusters" who have become mutually 
supportive. They need contacts and need to be 
invited out, just as we will be doing for our 
Temple Seder. 

The programs that are held at Temple Ahavath 
Shalom at the edge of the Brighton Beach area 
require an aggressive approach on the part of 
Reform Jewish agencies. These programs have 
an intrinsic value in themselves. They are 
learning about Reform Judaism and they are 
meeting people. 

Dr. Irwin Golden, a trained social worker and 
group process expert, could be available to 
help us expand this type of program ( see 
enclosures). These cluster family groups 
could be adopted by various Temples, and in 
some cases there are many smaller communities 
who would like to bring Soviet Jews to settle. 
They want to perform that mitzvah and augment 
their Jewish population. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Amiel Wohl 

AW:hl 
enc. 



Do A Mitzvah 

In the New York times, an art ic l e wr:. tten by our own Ina Aronow described an 

effort we are making with new l y arrived Soviet J ews. 

\\ 
.d.: aeulils:rft ll/'.QatePlescau lfJMele 

takfog .liUc: e::e-epp, ash 11 • •~ing 
_the S8. ICC llh.nigrarns is I 1?¥ffil'lt"is-

l a, -,tc N R:t;..twlle. With so few 
Sov1et·families settling in the county, 

• members of Temple Israel are help­
ing a small Reform congregation in 
Brooklyn near Brighton Beach, Tem­
ple Ahavath Sholom, reach out to the 
immigrants there. An estimated 
15,000 Russian Jews have settled in 
the Brighton Beach area. 

Members of the New Rochelle con• 
gregacion attend open houses and dis• 
cuss10n groups, bringing gifts for the 
new arrivals and providing ·'all the 
normal instincts oi hospitality :md a 
little Reiorm Judaism." said Rabbi 
Amie! Wohl of Temple Israel. 

Rabbi Wohl said he favored a wider 
effort to benefit these new immi-

. grants, who are clustering where 
there are few, i f any, Reform tem­
ples: "I would like to see the New 
York Federation of Reform Syna­
gogues move with some strength,'' he 
said. " They have the infrastructure. I 
see Reform Judaism as the Judaism -
for the arriving Jews." 

He said Hasidic Jewish groups and 
Christian missionaries were reaching 
out to these immigrants. "I think the 
point is that these people coming out 
of the Soviet Union are well-trained, _ 
_ modem people who are pretty sophis-

1 ticated and raised _in a secular soci-
• ety," he said. // ... , . 

. ~:is &::Cc1::--:;;:{P-:!7-
.=i5!.5~ . 
I • 

Rabbi Wohl has invited the families he has met to be our guests at Temple 

Israel's Congregational Seder the second night of Passover, Tuesday, April 10th, at 

6 p.m. Should you want to perform a special mi tzvah and be one of the special 

"angels" who drives to Brooklyn to pick up Soviet Jews at Temple Ahavath Shalom on 

the corner of Avenue V and E. 19th, off Ocean Parkway, and then join us at the 

Temple Seder and be a host person with the Soviet Jewish family, you will have a 

rare and wonderful experience very much in the spirit of Passover. 

Please let Rabbi Wahl's office know if you would like to perform this mitzvah. 



EDUCATION 

Or. Irwin Golden 
40 Rogers Ori Ye 

New Roche11e, N. V. 10804 
914-636-6633 

1 9i39 - D :; 'w' (Doctor of :3oci a I \i·ie If are). A,je l pt11 Uni versi t1d 
i3cJ100 I of :3oci a 1 V·iork, GanJen Cit.!d ., Nev·i Vork: 

1952 - f"1S.V·l (Jlaster::; in '.3ocial 'w'or~J . Univernit.!d or F'enns1dlvarna 
'3cr,ool of :::;ocial v.,·ork, Pr,iliijeJphia Pa. 

1949 - BA. (Bachelor of Arts), Ne 1N 'v'ork Univers1t1d.• Ne'fi Vork .. N.'/. 

DISSERTATION TOPIC .THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF THE 
GRANDMOTHER AND THE ECONOMIC SELF SUFFICIENCY OF SOVIET 
REFUGEE FAM I LI Es· 

CURRENT OBJECTIVE 
TO PLAN AND DEVELOP ACCULTURATION SERVICES FOR NEWLV 

ARRIVED SOVIET JEWISH REFUGEE FAMILIES;TO HELP REDUCE THE 
STRESS ASSOCIATED WITH RESETTLEMENT; TO HELP THEM CONNECT 
WITH THEIR JEWISH ROOTS, AND TO ENABLE THEM TO BECOME SELF­
SUFFICIENT. 

EMPLOYMENT 

1964-PRE '.:;ENT Consultant vvith Nevv Hope GuiM Centers .. a licen:;ed not-for 
profit mental health clinic . Researched the needs of the 
v;:1r1 ous cornrnunit. 1 es serv1 ce,j b!d the ;:1qenc1d and 1jeve l ope1j 
ancl 1 mp i ernente,j pro!~rarns to prov1 ,je mental hea I th 
::,erv1 ces to the chronic ment.a I I 1d i 11 patients in Horne::; for 
A,jults, N1.wsi nq Homes an,j frai 1 homeboun,j e I 1Jerl 1d Um:iuqr1 ;:: 
mob11 e qeri atn c. home 11i sit. i nq proqrarn. T at; k. t ; incl u,je,j 
1je11e I opi nq l i nkeaqet; '•Nl U-1 horr,e a,jrn1n1 st.rat.or::;., poi it i cians. 
r1ot;p1 t.a I an,j 1 oca l cornrnum t!~ service a,Jenci es .. trn-rniJ ,::ir11J 
• ,-:,, ',.,, ,~ . ., .-+ ·-:ir· .- ·=>"•-i .-. .... -, ·=- +; .,.,.., r:in or, ,::,r·"' +; ···n""] .:::,,-1 ,,.. •• ; r·· 1 ·-· r· ,-,=, + '' ,,-, 1.J 1..J l l ! ll i ~~ .:, 1. 1 I f.JIII.J 1_. 1 ,:: t,Jl.111!:f ~ I I J-,:: I.J\.. IIJ fl.J I.JIJ ! lll I ·=• .1 i.JI.I :,•c: 



11~6i:i-1972 

Genero 1 Di rector. Associated V _M _ -V _ W .H.A ·s of 
Greater York. A::; Director of Operations, supervi::;e1j 11 
E,rancJ, Center ,ji rector::; , si ;< putt! i cl 'd f un,je,j senior- citizen 
center::; an,j other ::;pecial i::1ro _i ect::; ::;uch ti:3 the Daq Center for 
Fra i l E11jerl1d, a Cornrnunit1d A,jvocacy r--1ent ;:iJ Health Program 
for 01,jer Adults and ProJect A.R.I, ,:i unic1ue prnqrnrn to 
re sett 1 e ne1Nl 'd arri ve,j Soviet refu1;iee ::: in Ewi 1Jt"1ton BeacJ1. 
Resc,onsi tii 1 it i e::; inc l u1je1j preparnt ion of Branct1 Bu,jqet::; _, 
prn1Jrarn p 1 anni ni], ,jeve 1 oprnent , trai ni r11] an,j eva 1 u;:it_ ion. and 
\•vork \•V i th Eioanj Cornrni t tees . 

Di rector, Personne 1 Services _. Nati ona1 Jewish 
We 1f are Board. Responsi b 1 e for recruitrnent trai ni n,;i en1j 
placernent or A,jrninistrators _. :::ocial \•vorkers .. recreational 
an,j other staff that pro vi de direct service to rnernt,ers in 
'l.M. an,j ''l'. 1ri.H.A.'s tt-,roughout the United States an,j Cana,ja_ 
Deve 1 ope,j personne I standanjs, an,j StJS terns for i dent if yi n,J 
an,j track:ing staff and vacancies_ Prnvi,je,j consultation to 
Boanj::; of Di r-ectors \•vr1en executive ::;taff vacanci e::: 
occurre1j_ Or!~ani ze1j an,j i rnp 1 ernente,j a ::;ct101 ar::J1i p prc11:;irarn 
an1j v·1orke1j \·Viti", a Boan:! Personne 1 Cornrnit tee. In a,j1jit ion 
trave 11 e1j to Israel on bet1a 1f of H,e agency an,j as:::i ste,j Y·tith 
the deve l oprnent of staff for- U-,e I srne 1 Corpornt ion of 
Cornrnuni t,d Centers. 

UNIVERSITY TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

1964-PRESENT Full time faculty member ond assistant director of 
FieldWork tit Columbia University School of Social 
Work. Tauqht ':;ocial i3roup V·lork (1964-1966). A,j_iunct 
f tJ1::::u1t.1:1 wi U-1 Ne'N 'v' ork _, F onjharn _, \-'e ::;r1i va .,( '•N'urtzv·teil er) . and 
Adeipt·fi Univer::;itie::; t.eacJ,inq cour:::es i n Aijrnini::;tration , 
Pn:i;~r::irn Planning_. Pro,~rarn Developrnent. Sociai Po1ictJ. 
'.:;ocii':i l Group \.'·iork. ':;oc i al V·iork MeU,01:l:::_. fli"!1J Fi el i:l 



., 

1 Pro1,111j i n1~ f i nancia l suooort t o t he F.:efor rn Temole i n Eirooklun ~;o as t o ·-· ' • ' ·-· 
enab le a Reform Jewish Outreach Center to to be 1jevelope1j_ Tt-,e center-
·•Noul ,j i:;erve as t he focal point for ,jeve l oprn,] rnateri a 1 s and trai ni ni] 

pro1Jrarr: ~; ba:3e1j on Ref orrn .Juij;:li srn . in a1j1ji ti on to off eri n1;_i concrete 
~;ervices_. cl u~;te r-s of '3oviet f ami l ies \·Yould r1e ve t he oppor tunit1d to on;_ian i ze 
an1j parti cipate in fl .Jev·t' i sr-, :; t_ uij1d pro11rarn. 

2. The ;:1bove iy101jeJ can also be 1jevelope,j in Israel so as to enable the Fieform 
movement to reach the ne\·vly arrive,j Soviet refugees. 

3. The National Office might 'Hant to consitjer 1jeveloping a SoYiet Jewish 
Desk, to service Temples throughout the Unite,j States .. U-1at 'ftou]tj provi,je 
information, speaker:3 and progrnrns on Soviet refugees ,:in,j connect tJ1em to 
various Temples seek:i ng to recruit them into a specific comrnuni ty . Trii s 
,jesk can also monitor the acti vities of Soviet .Je··Ns an1j a1jvocate for Reform 
.Judaism_. ;:it k:e1d l oca I an,j national meet i n!]S concerne,j '•Nith U1e i;ovi et .Jev·t'S. 

4. It appears that many .Jews '•Nill continue to live in the Soviet Union 
because of many reason. The id t1ave recent lid ijeve 1 oped a Con!]ress of '.:;ovi et 
.Je'fiish Orqamzat.ions. The Peforrn tvl overnent shoul,j connect to this 
on1anization and a ·s lea,jers an,j be,~ i n to sen,j materials • .,...,hich can tie use,j 
for stwjid !~roups ;:rn,j servi ces . ( I rna1d t,e ,~oi ng to tr1e i3ovi et Uni on i n ry1a1d an,j 

·vvould be !~la,j to make sorne contacts.) 

I V·iou Jtj 1i k: e t o use mu k:n o•,,;,,.·i e,joe of U-ie :3ovie t re fuqee cornrnunitq t o ri e1p ._, ·-· - -
conn ec t them to Fef onr: .Jurjai srn. l i:Hl, current l 'd V·icir-k:i nQ tr, r-ee ija1J:; per 
\-vee k_. an,j ·-.-vou l 1j t,e \·Vl 11 i n,~ t o opera t.i ona l i ze U, e atiove 11jea~; a~: a pa i iJ 
con'.:;uJ tant on e or t·f,10 1jaHs per \•veek .. . 

ln·vin Goi,jen, D. :3.\1·/ . 

\ 1 ,y / b7;L ll ~1) 



DATE: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM 

~ 

March 15, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Rabbi Paul Menitoff 

~ 
n returning fro1n my vari o us journeyings to Europe dnd far} West, 

went through the material which reached my desk during m_ 

absence and one of the items was the Guide to Synagogue Adoption 

Jews which was prepared by the Synagogue Council 

is an excellent piece of work. You ought to know 

with whom I shared this material, said that he 

is combining all the various gulcles and id8as into a mdnual on 

programming for Soviet Jewry in our congregatio~ so I assume that 

he will give proper credit to its source . In any event, this is 

something in which you can take a great deal of pride. 



Edith J. Miller March 2. 1990 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 

Alex is off visiting UAHC congregations, so the wonderful Guide to 
Synagogue Adoption of New American Jews, and the various re-settlement 
programs put together by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts will 
await his return. I know that he will be delighted to see what has been 
done in your area. I am certain these materials will be of great 
assistance to ather communities which will be receiving Russian Jews. 

Fond regards. 



Out of the house of bondage ... 

'="-r:::= 1i"=-= 
A Guide to Synagogue Adoption of 

New American Jews 

Prepared by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
a joint venture of 

U.A.H.C., United Synagogue and Orthodox congregations in Massachusetts 

Funded by the Russian Resettlement Committee of 
the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston 
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INTRODUCTION 

To be an immigrant, in the first few weeks, is to know sadness, 
bewilderment, loneliness ... but not entirely. 

One thing is clear about the life of Jewish immigrants. Bad as their 
life might be in New York and Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia 
-especially during the first months of immigration ... they seldom 
thought seriously of going back. Nostalgia, homesickness, yes; 
but back ... no. They were here, for good or bad, and here they 
would have to make their life. 

How We Lived 
edited by 

Irving Howe and Kenneth Libo 

What a bewildering world it was. We had never seen such high 
buildings. Papa had prepared a two-room flat on the third floor in 
afine,strongbuildingonNinthStreetandAvenueC. Fearfullywe 
ventured up those three flights on my father's solemn promise that 
nothing would co~lapse, and entered our first home in America. 

Looking Back: The American Dream 
Through Immigrant Eyes: 1907-1918 

by Marie Jastrow 

At the airport, I persuaded the security guard to let me meet them 
at the gate ... .I recognized them immediately. They looked ex­
hausted. They looked like they were in a daze .... After we left them 
at their apartment, we thought they would be all set for a day or 
two. The group who decorated the apartment also left a chicken 
dinner and perishable food in the refrigerator the day before. But 
when one of our Russian-speaking families called them the next 
day, they were a little bewildered. They didn't know how to turn 
on the water in the bathtub. They didn't know how to turn on the 
oven. They didn't know what many of the foods were, or how to 
cook them. They had been too embarrassed to tell me these things 
when I showed them around the apartment. 

Adopting a New American Family: 
A Small Congregation's Experience 

by Rabbi Susan Abramson 

Page i 



AN OVERVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS 

Since 1978-79, tens of thousands of oppressed Jews from the Soviet Union have 

been watching and waiting for an upward shift in emigration. In 1988-89, they 

were finally given permission to emigrate. Hundreds of thousands more made 

the decision to apply to leave. This shift marks the beginning of the establish­

ment of a totally new method for applying to emigrate. Immigration decisions 

on the part of the United States government are now being made directly in 

Washington, D.C. by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and no 

longer in Rome or Vienna. Throughout the year, back-ups and delays in proc­

essing these emigres have strained the resources and patience of both officialdom 

and those eagerly awaiting the next step in their journey to freedom. 1990 will 

most likely see the inauguration of direct flights from Moscow to New York and 

from Moscow to Tel Aviv, a mere three and a half hours by air. Clearly, the 

Soviet government is responding to the demands of world Jewry to "let my 

people go," and we who joined in that outcry now eagerly await the opportunity 

to welcome these fellow Jews into our midst. 

For the 1988-89 Fiscal Year (October 1, 1988-September 30, 1989), 1,414 Soviet 

Jews arrived in the Boston area to join the thousands of relatives and friends who 

came in the past decade. Most chose Boston because it would mean reunification 

with their families, or because of an abundance of vocational opportunities. In 

future years, if the window of opportunity remains open, more and more family 

reunions will take place. If that is the case, one may ask why there is a need for 

the synagogues to become involved in resettling these New American Jews. 

Put simply, not all the families with whom reunification is to take place are 

capable of participating in the resettlement of their relatives. In some cases, for 

example, the family receiving newcomers are elderly, and would not be able to 

guarantee the financial well-being of their relatives until financial independence 

is achieved through employment. In other situations, the family-sponsor is 

relatively new to the Boston area, and they themselves are not sufficiently estab­

lished to be able either to assist in the resettlement process, or to take time from 

their employment to help their relatives through the necessary steps to set the 
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process in motion. Visits to the Social Security Office, to Jewish Vocational 

Service, to initial medical and dental appointments and to find an apartment and 

furnishings usually must be done during business hours. The synagogue com­

munity can thus play a critical role by sponsoring a New American family -
offering emotional, social, cultural, religious, and financial support to those 

finally able to begin a new life. 

This guide attempts to offer some suggestions as to how your synagogue, 

whether large or small, urban or suburban, can become part of the resettlement 

experience. The Talmud teaches us that "great is hospitality" (Talmud, Sabbath 

127a). We recall the beautiful story of the patriarch Abraham, as he welcomed 

into his home three guests. His home not only became a place of rest for weary 

travelers, but also of the teaching of the knowledge of G-d and His Law. Most of 

us have experienced the warmth of another's hospitality on many different 

occasions and in a variety of settings. Perhaps some of us have had to relocate 

our families because of job-changes, and can recall how receptive we were to 

those who first reached out to help orient us in a new community. We can read­

ily identify with the feelings of New Americans then when we offer them the joy 

of Hakhnasat orhim - the joy of hospitality. 

Page iii 



THE STEPS TOWARD SYNAGOGUE ADOPTION 

WHAT COMES FIRST? 

If your synagogue is considering sponsoring a Nw American family-Soviet 

Jewish emigres prefer not to be called Soviet Jews when they come here- one of 

the first things to do is call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (SCM) at 

(617) 244-6506, to speak with Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New American 

Integration. In turn, the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts will inform both 

the Jewish Family & Children's Service's Russian Resettlement Unit and the 

appropriate religious movement (such as the UAHC's Social Action Intern) that 

there is a potential adoptive congregation. Additionally, it will give your syna­

gogue representative the chance to discuss any issues or concerns which the 

congregation might have either about the process or about organizing the effort 

within your community. Synagogues in the Greater Boston area have, in the 

past, participated in sponsoring Nw American families. The benefit of those 

experiences will be shared with you. We have learned a great deal from them, 

and feel very comfortable in reassuring other congregations that the joy of offer­

ing hospitality far outweighs the occasional tentative moments that come when­

ever a newcomer arrives. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AMERICAN 

FAMILY COMMITTEE 

Establishing a working committee is critical to this effort, as this group will most 

likely represent the congregation in the process of resettlement. It is this commit­

tee which meets with the rabbi and president to set the congregation's timetable 

and guidelines. 

The task of the working-committee can be divided into the following areas of re­

sponsibility: 
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ROLE DEFINITION AND TASK ASSIGNMENTS: 

One can anticipate that in the beginning, there is a great deal of dependency on 

volunteers, but as time goes on and many of the initial processing appointments 

are over, the New American family will become increasingly independent. On 

the basis of experience from other congregations, it is suggested the committee 

break down assignments into manageable portions. Thus, there should be one 

sub-committee involved with apartment-hunting and a separate sub-committee 

responsible for locating home furnishings. A separate group might work to help 

co-ordinate moving furniture and household goods based on communal dona­

tions. Another volunteer effort should deal with transportation to initial process­

ing appointments at the various social service agencies that new refugees must 

visit. It is necessary to describe as specifically as possible to volunteers what 

their task is, what the expectations are to fulfill the job, and how important that 

aspect of the resettlement program is to the success of the adoption. Congrega­

tions will be asked to appoint one volunteer as the synagogue liaison with 

JF&CS. This person will be asked to meet with a staff member of the agency to 

go over all details of the adoption process prior to the family's arrival, and subse­

quently will be the link between the family and the agency. This is an important 

role since all communication with the agency should reside with one person, to 

avoid duplication and unnecessary phone calls or meetings. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

It is important that the membership of the synagogue be informed and updated 

on the adoption program, and that your community know of this endeavor. 

Local newspapers are always in search of human interest stories, as well as 

unusual humanitarian projects to share with their readers. The synagogue bulle­

tin is a prime vehicle for communicating news, needs, and special requests. 
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FUND RAISING: 

Synagogue sponsorship of a refugee family implies some degree of financial 

support through the initial period of the resettlement process. Because many of 

the needs of the New American family can be met with the donation of in-kind 

contributions (i.e., goods such as furniture or a used car), there still remains the 

need for assistance with the most financially demanding part of the resettlement 

process: the high cost of rental property in and around Greater Boston. Unless, 

as in some congregations even housing can be donated (for example, when a 

congregational family was going on sabbatical, or a member of the community 

owned many rental units and was able to offer an apartment at no cost for 6 

months), it is recommended that congregations raise between $3,000 and $6,000 to 

defray rental and other expenses. These dollar amounts are guidelines. Much 

will depend on the levels of English of the family being helped, as well as the 

need in the Greater Boston area for their particular employment skills. New 

Americans, after 4 months in this area are eligible for refugee assistance programs, 

but the amount of money those provide are not adequate for independent living. 

The social service staff at JF&CS will be available for consultation on the matter of 

financial support, and will be able to handle money distributions for synagogues 

if funds were to be placed at the agency in an escrow account for the 

congregation's adopted family (see Appendix III). 

The establishment of a New American Family Fund enables congregants to make 

periodic donations to an earmarked fund, so that not all monies need to be raised 

at one time. There are numerous ways in which to raise the necessary funds, 

ranging from requesting a donation from every member family to having a fun­

draising event by various arms of the congregation, including your synagogue 

youth group. Youth groups were staunch political activists on behalf of freedom 

for Soviet Jews; they might welcome the chance to work for their resettlement. 

These three areas - role definition and task assignments, public relations and 

communications, and fundraising- are the three basic ingredients of the adop­

tion program. How a particular congregation puts the recipe together is up to 

that community. For example, one congregation chose to announce the program 
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with a letter to the membership which was co-signed by the rabbi, synagogue 

president, and committee chairperson, while another chose to have a monthly 

column in the synagogue bulletin dedicated to the project. Fundraising varies 

from such methods as asking every congregational family for a donation of $18 

to symbolize a new life in America, while another community launched the effort 

with the rabbi initiating a "minyan of supporters" - ten people who would 

donate $100 each to establish a firm funding base. It is suggested that there be 

some method in which the rabbi or Board establish some financial cushion for 

the program, in the event that the fundraising falls slightly short of the goal. 

Often, a donor will come forward and speak privately with the rabbi or chairper­

son to say that that donor 'can be counted on' if an extra month's rent is needed, 

for example. 

There is certainly room for congregational style and variation in the adoption 

process which, in part, makes this such an exciting program. It is important to 

point out here that there may also be variation in the needs of the adoptive fam­

ily, which allows for several differing models. For example, a synagogue may be 

able to co-sponsor with a family their relatives if the sponsoring family does not 

have all the available funds necessary to bring their relatives to this area. Or, 

synagogues may be asked to sponsor in full the family of relatives who are them­

selves not yet financially independent and capable of the responsibility. JF&CS 

will recommend adoptive families to congregations on the basis of need. With 

the large numbers of Soviet Jews being allowed to emigrate, we often see new­

comers trying to assist their extended families who have also been given permis­

sion to enter the United States. 

This is a most exciting time in modern history, and we Jews have a unique op­

portunity to make a difference. It should be reassuring to know that there is the 

guidance of staff professionals at the various agencies associated with resettle­

ment (see "Resources") consistently available to the synagogue committee, and 

your synagogue need not refrain from becoming involved because of the seem­

ing enormity of the task. To the contrary, because there is a wealth of available 

resources to help your congregation, this mitzvah is extremely plausible and 

worthy of serious consideration. 
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THE COMMITTEE 15 IN PLACE -
NOW YOU'RE IN A FAMILY WAY! 

Your congregation made the decision to adopt a family. You have a working­
committee and a fundraising base. Now what? The next step is for your com­
mittee representative to call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (617) 244-
6506 again, and speak with Barbara Palant, who will work with Jewish Family & 
Children's Service (JF&CS) to arrange for the adoption to take place. There are 
many steps in the processing of Nw Americans before they arrive in the United 
States, and at each point along the way there are possible delays. These delays, 
which are out of the hands of the local agencies, may even include being able to 
find available aircraft space for them to depart Vienna or Rome. JF&CS will try 
to keep you updated on the status of your new congregational family. Your 

understanding and flexibility with the process will be most appreciated. All 

those in the resettlement program are as eager as you to make it as smooth and 
pleasant as possible. As soon as final details are available, you will be notified. 
Either at that point, or perhaps even before then, you may want to contact local 
relatives of the Nw American family to co-ordinate the plans for their arrival. 

THE DAY OF ARRIVAL 

Usually the arrival at Logan Airport is a very emotional experience if the family's 
relatives are there to reunite with them. It can be an overwhelming moment! If 

there are no relatives able to be at the airport, as may be the case with a very 
elderly person, the synagogue delegation might carry a small sign with the 
family's name on it and a message of greeting in English and Russian, or perhaps 

the religious school students could make a poster of welcome. Translators are 

available to help with this. 

Arrival at Logan Airport is the end of one long journey and the beginning of 
another. About a decade ago, a young Soviet Jew who came to Boston wrote 

these lines in a poem entitled, "Departure from Moscow": 
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The Kaddish for your past 
was spoken in the embraces and tears 
of those who love you. 
The scenes that nourished your 
childhood will remain behind 
with your days of suffering in 
this place, 
the chaotic farewell. 

You have chosen to be free! 
Courageously you thrust yourself 
into the future; 
there is no Moses to lead you 
but your heart. 
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THE STEPS TOWARD RESETTLEMENT 

A NEW BEGINNING 

A day or so after their arrival, the official part of the resettlement process begins. 

Each new family is assigned by JF&CS to a Resettlement Counselor, responsible 

for providing assistance and information regarding the resettlement process, and 

to a Job Development Counselor from the Jewish Vocational Service, responsible 

for evaluating and guiding the New American into employment possibilities. Ad­

ditionally, an English-language placement must be made, as newcomers begin 

English-as-a Second Language (ESL) classes within a few weeks of their arrival. 

Medical and dental appointments are arranged by the Resettlement Counselor, 

as well as a visit to the Social Security Office to apply for a number and card. All 

of these visits will be orchestrated with professional help, and translators are 

available at all settings, so you need not be concerned if volunteers from the 

committee, and not a relative, are accompanying the newcomers. 

A NEW JEWISH COMMUNITY 

The resettlement agencies play a critical role while the synagogue community 

plays a unique role. Soviet history is replete with examples of oppression and 

government-sponsored attempts to destroy any remnant of Jewish expression. 

We in the synagogue community now have an opportunity, right from the very 

beginning, to demonstrate to these New American Jews that a part of the resettle­

ment process is their Jewish acculturation, and in this country, they need not be 

afraid to be openly Jewish. It is important that we understand and accept the fact 

that in the Soviet Union, Jews were not free to make their commitment to Juda­

ism public. To expect them to feel immediately comfortable with the way in 

which we express ourselves Jewishly may be asking too much. To expect them 

to be knowledgeable about Judaism in a free country assumes too much. And, 

we need to keep in mind that for Jews from the Soviet Union, Hebrew, whether 

spoken or written, is a third language. Therefore, it is suggested that one try to 
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provide Jewish religious and cultural materials in Russian and Hebrew, or Rus­
sian and English. These are available either through the Synagogue Council, the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, or at the Hebrew College Library in 
Brookline. Thus, the first Shabbat in freedom might be shared with your 
adopted family by inviting them to a home for dinner and having available for 
them the Sabbath blessings in Russian and English. Likewise, the family should 
be invited to attend a synagogue service, in which the congregation warmly and 
publicly welcomes their adopted family. (Tri-lingual siddurim are available 
upon request.) A lovely touch is to bring to your family's new apartment a wel­
coming basket, which might include some ritual objects, such as Shabbat candle­
sticks, candles, a Kiddush cup, a Chanukiah, and some Russian-language materi­
als to assist them should they wish to try to begin observing some Sabbath and 
holiday rituals. Perhaps your rabbi would like to arrange a time to affix a 
Mezzuzah to the doorpost of your family' s home, which is both a lovely begin­
ning for them and a wonderful catalyst for the community. 

As time goes by, it would be appropriate to arrange for a quiet and personal tour 
of the synagogue, since many New American Jews have not been to a synagogue 
in the U.S.S.R. A personal tour, perhaps with the rabbi, might be a comfortable 
way for New Americans to be introduced to some of the language associated with 
the synagogue, such as "Aron Kodesh," "Ner Tamid," "Aliyah," and "Torah." It 
is usually an extremely touching moment to place a Torah in the arms of an 
emigre. As one emigre so beautifully said when he first held the Torah: "This 
makes me feel connected to history." 

DEEDS OF LOVING KINDNESS 

"G'milut Chassidim" - deeds of loving kindness - are what this guide is all 
about. There is no secret formula or magical recipe to bringing a stranger into 
one's midst. Much will depend on your committee, their creativity, their respon­
siveness, and their energy level. Not every involvement has to be a planned get­
together. Hopefully, congregants will reach out and casually offer to include 
your new family in everyday events, such as a trip to a shopping center, a Broth­
erhood breakfast, an apple-picking excursion, a home Chanukah party, and the 
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like. It is also important to keep in mind that acculturation takes place by shar­
ing Jewish life together, and one should invite the newcomer to help prepare an 
Oneg Shabbat for the congregation, or to work on a temple rummage sale, or 
gather canned goods for Project Mazon. To ask the New Americans to share these 
activities demonstrates what a vital and free Jewish community- a synagogue 
community- is all about. These opportunities for the newcomer also provide 
them with the ability to give something back to the congregation, creating a 
mutuality of feeling for the concept of "g'milut chassidirn." 
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APPENDIX I 

RESOURCE GUIDE 

We in the Greater Boston Area are most fortunate when it comes to excellent 
resources to assist in the resettlement of Soviet Jewish emigres. What follows is a 
brief listing of resources available to your synagogue and community: 

Agencies Involved with Resettlement 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies of 
Greater Boston 

Russian Resettlement Committee 
One Lincoln Plaza 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 
(617) 330-9590 
Mr. Bert Paley, Chairman 
Ms. Susan Ebert, Planning Associate 

Jewish Family and Children's Service 
637 Washington Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 566-1230 or (617) 566-5716 
Ms. Nancy Bloom, Supervisor of the 

Russian Resettlement Unit 

Jewish Family Service of 
Greater Framingham 

14 Vernon Street 
Framingham, Massachusetts 01701 
(508) 875-3100 
Ms. Ellen Bloch, Director of 

Resettlement 

Jewish Family Service of 
Greater Springfield 

1160 Dickinson Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 01108 
(413) 737-2601 
Ms. Donna Gaudreau 

Jewish Vocational Service 
105 Chauncy Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
(617) 426-6990 
Ms. Judy Sacks 

English-as-a-Second Language Program 
c/ o Hebrew College 
43 Hawes Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 738-4577 
Ms. Marlyn Levenson, Director 

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
1320 Centre Street 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 244-6506 
Ms. Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of 

New American Integration 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations - Northeast Council 

1330 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 277-1655 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff, Regional Director 
Rabbi Susan Abramson, Director of 

Resettlement 
Mr. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern 
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APPENDIX II 

Agencies Involved With the Integration Process 

The following agencies have outreach programs for New Americans, and are a valuable 
resource in the resettlement/integration process. Included under this heading are Jewish 
summer camp programs for children. 

Leventhal-Sidman Jewish 
Community Center 

333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7410 

Brookline-Brighton-Newton Jewish 
Community Center 

50 Sutherland Road 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 734-0800 

Ms. Ellen Schiller, Russian Resettlement 
Outreach 

North Shore Jewish Community Center 
4 Community Road 
Marblehead, Massachusetts 01945 
(508) 599-0322 

Striar Jewish Community Center 
445 Central Street 
Stoughton, Massachusetts 02072 
(617) 341-2016 
Ms. Sarah Ades Goodwin 

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
1320 Centre Street 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 244-6506 
Ms. Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New 
American Integration 

Bureau of Jewish Education 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7350 
Ms. Shari Stier, Director of Shabbatonim 

Jacob and Rose Grossman Camp 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7410 

Camp Kingswood 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 330-9595 

Resource Materials 

The Hebrew College Library 
43 Hawes Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 232-8710 
Dr. Maurice Tuchman, Director 

Israel Book Store 
410 Harvard Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 566-7113 

This houses an extensive collection of 
Russian-Hebrew and Russian-English Juda­
ica, including materials for Jewish holidays, 
literature dealing with Jewish themes, and 
periodicals and newspapers in Russian. 
Hebrew College has available, upon re­
quest, a Russian-English bibliography of the 
collection. 

Kolbo 
435 Harvard Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 

(617) 731-8743 
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APPENDIX Ill 

Jewish 
Family 0 Children's 

Service 

To: Congregation Sponsors of Nev American Arrivals 
From: Jewish Family and Children's Service 

We at Jewish Family and Children's Service are grateful for 
your interest in and comitmant to our comunity's efforts to 
welcome Nev Americans and help th•• to feel at home. We are plessed 
to assist you in the resettle■ent of "your" family. 

In order for this proces■ to proceed smoothly, ve would like 
to be sure that the reaponeibilitiea of aponsorship are clear. 
Sponaora need to be prepared to: 

l . Hast "their" fa■ily at the airport and provide food 
and lodging until it is poseible for the family to 
live independently. 

2. Help the faaily find and rent an apartment and schedule 
telephone and utility installation. 

3. Provide adequate financtal support which is within the 
Refugee Medical Aaaiatance guidelin••• 

4. Aasiat the fa■ily with initial appoint■enta at JF o CS, 
JVS, Food Sta■ps , Medicaid, and medical care office■, 

We know, of course, that you will welco■e the■ into your 
congregation and help the■ furnish their apart■ent, look for a job 
and begin to find their way in the Boston area. It is not a s-11 
responsibility, but you will° not be alone, 

We at Jewish Faaily and Children's Service will be available 
to meet with your congregation liason representative when needed, 
and will provide all of our resettlement services to the family, 
This includes the provision of information about relevant government 
services, and linu with other local resettlement agencies. 

We look forward to this partnership in the resettle■ent of 
fa■ily, a family of ____ me■bers. 

Congregation Representative 

Pre-Migration Counselor 
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APPENDIX IV 

FURNITURE FOR NEW AMERICANS 

I would like to donate the following items to those recently arrived from the 
Soviet Union. I understand that as newcomers arrive, I will receive a call from 
the newcomer/ sponsor to arrange a convenient time to pick up the donation(s), 
which are in good/ fair condition. 

Name-----------------------------

Address----------------------------

Home Telephone --------------­

Business Telephone --------------

Best time to contact me-------------

Items (please check) 

D Kitchen table 

D Kitchen chairs 

D Dining room table 

D Dining room chairs 

Baby Furniture 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

Crib with mattress 

Changing table 

Stroller 

Dresser 

Other 

How many? 

How many? 

D Crib without mattress 
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. Bedroom Furniture 
D Dresser(s) How many? 

D Night table(s) How many? 

D Twin bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D Double bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D Queen-size bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D King-sized bed with mattress D Without mattress 

Living Room Furniture 

D Couch 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

Chairs (describe size) _____________ _ 

Coffee table 

End tables 

Lamps 

Desk 

Desk Chair 

Other items in good condition I would like to share: 
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APPENDIX V 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES LIST 

Below please find a list of free activities and outings that you can suggest to your 
N w American families or use together. 

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain 
Open daily dawn to dusk. Guided tours. 

ISABELLA STEW ART GARDNER ART MUSEUM, 280 The Fen way, 566-1401 
Free on Wednesday 12 -5. 

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO, Franklin Park, 442-2002 
Monday - Friday 9 - 3:30 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART, 955 Boylston St., 266-5151 
Free on Thursday 5 - 8 pm 

HARV ARD SMITHSONIAN CENTER FOR ASTROPHYSICS, 60 Garden St., Cambridge, 
495-7461, 3rd Thursday of each month. 

MUSIC 

Film and lecture at 8 pm followed by telescopic observing, 
weather permitting. 

NAMELESS COFFEEHOUSE, 3 Church St., Harvard Sq., 564-1630 
Free folk and jazz music, Saturday 8 pm. 

HARV ARD CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, Sanders Theater, Cambridge, 
Harvard Univ., 495-0311 
Different times. 

JANUS OPERA PRODUCTIONS, Church of the New Jerusalem, 
130 Bowdoin St., Boston, 436-3767. Different times. 

NEW SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 25 Lowell St., Cambridge, MA, 492-8105 
Half hour recitals by faculty and guests, Tuesdays 12 pm. 

LONGY SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 1 Pollen St., Cambridge, 876-0956 
Recitals Wednesdays 12:15 pm. 

NOON HOUR RECITALS, Kings Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 267-2155 
Tuesdays, 12:15 pm. 
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FILM 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY FILM SERIES - Call for information. 

LIBRARIES 

Many town libraries have free passes to museums and historic sites which can be reserved in 
advance. Check with the reference librarian. 

YOU CAN FIND ONGOING ACTIVITIES IN: 

Boston Globe Calendar Magazine - Thursday 

Boston Herald Scene - Friday 

Boston Phoenix 

TAB 695-0044 - Free Events 

Brookline Citizen 

The Jewish Advocate 

ALSO: Call EVENTSLINE 267-6446 for a recorded message of free cultural events. 
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COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM 

NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
21 Shev at ' 5 7 5 0 R~ion.tl D1r«10, 

February 16, 1990 

TO: Rabbis of Temples adopting ( or considering adopting) New 
American families 

FROM: Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth, Burlington, MA 
Chair, UAHC/NEC New American Resettlement Committee 

Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC 
RE: Adoption process meeting follow-up 

On Wednesday, January 31, a very successful meeting was held 
to discuss the proces s of adopting a newly-arrived Soviet 
family . As you know, tens of thousands of Sov iet Jews wait in 
Italy for a famil y or synagogue to sponsor their immigration t o 
the United States , yet the procedure for adopting a New 
American family can be complex. This meeting was an attempt t o 
clarify several aspects of the process: how to get your 
congregation involved; fundraising; the details of settling 
them into an apartment, a new job, and congregational life; an d 
the policies of Jewish Family and Children's Service that 
affect the process. 

This meeting was very useful; much important material was 
cov ered . It was good that s o many of you sent representatives 
o f your Temple to attend. To ensure that every congregation 
receives the information that was presented, copies of what wa s 
distributed are enclosed in this mailing: 

1) You will find a manual composed by Synagogue Council of 
Massachusetts and the UAHC/NEC entitled "Out of the house of 
bondage . .. " This manual is a step-by-step guide through the 
adoption process, starting when the temple decides to adopt. 
2) A more detailed outline of the role of the congregation, 
wri t ten by Rabbi Abramson, is included. These pages provide 
helpful suggestions for dividing and accompl i shing tasks; 
you can also use it as a checklist of responsibilities. 
3) Finally, enclosed is a copy of the agenda followed at the 
meeting. This is not so you can see what you missed; 
rather, the agenda provides the names of the people who 
spoke at the meeting, as well as what they spoke about. 
Now, if you have questions about a specific area of the 
process, you can see whom you should call. 

Chairman p 1 ea Se fee 1 
A llan B. Goldman 

free to call Ken with any questions or concerns 
the adoption process or about the material 
meeting. Please let me know whenever I can be 

President you have about 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler covered in the 

of assistance. 
Best of luck with your New Americans. 

you soon. 

Plan to attend 

I hope to hear from 
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TEMPLE RESETI'LEMENT COMMITI'EE 

FUNDRAISING 

Monthly bulletin articles explaining financial needs of family 
"Minyanim of supporters" 
Identify individuals who may ·be willing to contribute larger sums 

HOUSING 

Rent an apartment a week or two before the family arrives 
*ask congregants or community people to rent their apartment without security deposit, 

lower rent 
*apartment should be in temple corrununity 
*can have fewer bedrooms than K number of adults 

Creative alternatives: "in-law apartment" in member's home, Surraner home 

FURNITURE 

Lis~ furniture needed and contact person in Temple bulletin 
Find someone with basement/garage/storage area who can store furniture · 
Organize moving day. 

*identify members who have access to trucks, vans 
*organize group to col:ect furniture and bring to apartment 

INTERIOR DECORATING 

Select which furniture will be used prior to moving day 
Be at apartment on moving day to direct placement 
Make sure basic needs have been met 

*kitchen utensils, dishes, dry & canned goods, et~. 
*bathroom necessities: soap, shampoo, etc. 
*finishing touches: curtains, pictures on wall, etc. 

Arrangex for telephone s~rvice (choose long distance service which allows them to call 

the Soviet Union) 
Begin electric service and heat 
Provide Shabbat candlestick holders, mezuzah, prayerbook, HannUkah menorah, and as 

many Jewish books as you can 
A day or two prior to their arrival, make sure there is fresh food in the refrigerator, 

including a prepared meal or two 

LIAISON WITH FRIENDS, FAL'1ILY IN LOCAL AREA 

Make sure someone contacts family in Vienna, Rome so they know name and locatiog 

of sponsoring synagogue 
Monitor family•s progress in Europe and inform JF&CS of. a.~y problems they encounter 

with HIAS or the American Consulate 
Confirm family's arrival date with them in Rome 



WELCOMING 

Organize group to greet family at airport 
Prepare banners, signs i~ ~ussian & English (can be Religious School or Youth Group project) 
Invite photographer to ta~e pictures (black & white for newspapers) 
Flowers 
Make sure enough cars to t=ansport family & their luggage 
Details which need to be explained to family when they arrive at their new.home: 

*how to turn on faucets (particularly in shower) 
*thermostat 
*open windows 
*apartment buzzer in front lobby 

NEGOTIATING BUREAUCRACY (as liaison & transportation provider) 

Jewish Family & Children's Service (caseworker) 
Jewish Vocational Service (job counsellor) 
Hebrew College (English language test, then classes) 
Social Security Office 
Welfare Department (food stamps) 
Medicaid 
Doctor (immigration healt~ :or:n) 
.SU\ools 

DAILY NEEDS 

E..-xplaining appliances in a;artillent: stove (self-cleaning!), dishwasher, self-defrcsting 
refrigerator, disposal, toaster-oven, vacaum cleaner, telephone, laundry, etc. 

Explaining foods & how to prepare them (milk does not need to be boiled) 
Fire alarm 
Food shopping 
Post office: stamps, how to mail letters 
Bank: opening an account, checks, balancing checkbook, A'IM card 
Ascertain clothing needs & find donated clothing 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help write resume, cover letters 
~each about newspapers' "Help Wanted" section 
find head hunters 
Drive to job fairs, interviews 
Network with temple rnem....~rs in similar fields 
Coordinate activities with Jewish Vocational Service 

DRIVING 

Learner's Permit (test can be taken in Russian) 
Driving School 
Locating car 
Driving test 
Reliable mechanic 

SOCIALIZING 

Invite to dinner 
Visit 



Tourguides 
Babysitting 

TEMPLE 

Drive to Shabbat services 
Bring to Sisterhood, Brotherhood meetings - invite to speak 
Enroll children in Religious School 
Explain Jewish holidays, services 
Provide them with means of learning basic prayers & songs (cassette 
Welcoming service (Religious & Ritual Committee, Youth Group) 
Religious School asse~~ly 

tape of melodies) 
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NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Regional Presidenr 
Irving Belansky 

Vice Presidenrs 
George Markley 
Irwin Siegelman 
David Sil verman 
Morton Stone 
Audrey W ilson 

Secrerary 
James Abraham 

Administrarive Coordinator 
Linda Osofsky 

Direcror of Yourh Activiries 
Monica Weinstein 

Campus Advisors 
Cathy Berkow itz 
Leslie Morris 

Resource Consultant 
Didi Gilbert 

Ourreach Director 
Paula Brody 

Social Action Intern 
Kenneth Carr 

Israel Shaliach 
Micha Bait 

.Educational Consulrant 
Esther Karten 

National Board 
Irving Belansky 
Dr. Harold Faigenbaum 
Marvin Freedman 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Lois Gutman 
Robert Hoffman 
Alan lselin 
Howard Kaufman 
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 
Sol Levites 
Myrna Jacobs Rubin 
M ichael Rukin 
Marvin Rumpler 
David Shapiro 
Jerome H. Somers 
Judith Yoffie 

National Honorary Treasurer 
Howard Wilkoff 

UAHC 
Chairman 
Allan B. Goldman 

President 
Rabbi Alexander M . Schindler 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PA TAON OF HEBREW UNION COi.LEGE-JEWiSH INSTITUTE OF IIELJOION 

1330 BEACON STREET, SUITE 355. BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 0214618171 m-1656 

FAX (617) m-3491 

NEW AMERICAN RESETTLEMENT MEETING 

TEMPLE SHALOM EMETH, BURLINGTON, MA 

JANUARY 31, 1990 / 5 SHEVAT, 5750 

7:30 PM 

AGENDA 

NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
RftJIOnM Dir«ror 

I. Introductions 

II. 

A. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC 

B. Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth 

Chair, UAHC / NEC New American Resettlement Committee 

C. Nancy Bloom, Jewish Family and Children's Service 

D. Barbara Palant, Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 

E. Congregational representatives 

The 
A. 
B. 
C. 

Congregation's Role -- Rabbi Susan Abramson 

Convincing the congregation 
Composing a committee 
Tasks of the committee 

III. The Adoption Process -- Barbara Palant 

IV. 

A. After deciding to adopt 
B. Before the family arrives 
C. After the family arrives 

Relevant Policies 
A. United States 
B. Jewish Family 

Nancy Bloom 
government 
and Children's 

v. The UAHC's Role -- Kenneth Carr 

VI. Questions 

Plan to attend 

Service 
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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI 
/ udaism looks at the world with optimistic 
eyes. While most men and women must con­
front the trials and tribulations of everyday 
living and come to terms with personal trag­
edies and disappointments, our tradition 
beckons us not to surrender to despair. The 
Torah emphasizes that human beings are cre­
ated in God's image and must utilize their 
intellectual and physical resources to improve 
the quality of their lives. Thus, it is essential 
that we go about our daily tasks with a posi­
tive outlook .. 

Unfortunately, burned-out leaders and perva­
sive negativism are harsh realities in many 
contemporary Jewish communities. During 
my ten years in the rabbinate I have met a 
number of "gloom and doom" congregants who 
find fault in every aspect oi the synagogue's 
programming. At the same time, they are 
often resistant to change and reject proposals 
which would make their congregation a better 
place to worship, study, and socialize. At best, 
they see their community as being destined 
for perpetual mediocrity; there is nothing that 
can be done which will substantially improve 
the situation. Needless to say, real growth 
cannot take place unless the lay leaders and 
ordinary members feel good about their syna­
gogue and are committed to its welfare. 

Negative people are among the most tor­
mented souls I know. They have chips on their 
shoulders and are often eager to provoke an 
argument. Such individuals take their unfin­
ished business from their past into their fam­
ilies, into their places of work, and even into 
their churches or synagogues. The reason why 
we hear sickening tales of dirty synagogue 
politics (or dirty church politics for that mat­
ter) and of uncivilized behaviour on the part 
of the clergy and lay leaders is that too many 
people work out their personal problems in 
inappropriate settings. 

At the monthly singles' program at the 
YMHA, Barbara Findlay, Steven Moscovitch 
and I asked each member of the group, "To 
what animal do you compare yourself when 
you are at your worst?" The most common 
answer was "the bear." The "bear" is on the 
prowl when we feel that life has given us a 
rotten deal, when other people challenge our 
beliefs or violate our territory, or when some­
one enjoys success that we fancy should be 
ours. Indeed, the "bear" in Haman growled 
fiercely when Mordecai refused to bow down 
to him and challenged his authority. Because 
of this personal attach on his self-esteem, he 
was determined that Mordecai should pay 
dearly by hanging on the gallows and that the 
entire Persian Jewish community should also 
pay by being exterminated. 

What is the "bear", after all? Just our own 
insecurity, our own feelings of inadequacy, the 
problems we can't face, the bits of ourselves 
we can't love. We are our own bears. Until we 
can change, accept, or make constructive use 
of the "bear" that lurks within each of us, we 
will see the world through distorted glasses. 
Until we are in touch with our private agendas 
and learn to like ourselves, we will never 
relate to our fellow human beings in a mean­
ingful way. 

As Temple Shalom enters its twenty-fifth 
year, let us accept the challenges of operating 
a growing congregation with courage, creativ­
ity, and a sense of purpose. Our community 
will prosper only if we approach our duties in 
a positive frame of mind. In the words of 
Tlwmas Caryly le, "Give us, 0 give us, the 
man who sings at his work! Be his occu­
pation what it may, he is equal to any of 
those who follow the same pursuit in 
silent sullenness. He will do more in the 
same time-he will do it better-he will 
persevere longer." 

RABBI JEFFREY F. GALE 



------ ----- -----------------------

PURIM 
(from Gates of the Seasons: published by the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis) 

Purim, which occurs on the fourteenth of the Hebrew 
month of Adar (the fifteenth in Jerusalem), is a cele­
bration of the events described in the Scroll of Esther. 
The holiday with its joyous carnival-like atmosphere 
focuses on one of the main themes in Jewish history, 
i.e., the survival of the Jewish people despite the 
attempts of their enemies to destroy them. According 
to the Scroll of Esther, the name of Purim is derived 
from the lot (Pur) cast by Haman to determine the day 
on which the Jews would be exterminated. 

The story of Purim is about hunger for power and 
about hatred born of the Jews' refusal to assimilate 
and their unwillingness to compromise religious prin­
ciple by bowing before the secular authority. It is an 
old story. However, it has been repeated many times, 
making it both an ancient and modern story. 

In the story it is related that Mordecai, Esther's cousin, 
refused to prostrate himself before Haman, the vizier 
of King Ahasueras. So infuriated was Haman that he 
sought the annihilation of the Jewish people. Haman's 
accusation against the Jewish people has become the 
paradigm for all anti-semites: "There is a certain 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
peoples ... their laws are different from those of other 
people, they do not obey the king's law, and the king 
should not tolerate them". The prudent actions of 
Mordecai and the courage of Esther averted tragedy. 

Purim recalls the dangers of minority status. Hatred 

SYMPOSIUM ON INTERMARRIAGE 
"SHARE THE EXPERIENCE: 

BRIDGES TO UNDERSTANDING" 

By Jessie Carryl, Outreach Co-ordinator, 
Canadian Council of Liberal Congregations. 

Followed by a panel discussion: 

ONE HOUSE TWO FAITHS 
CHILDREN COPING 

with audience participation 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH, 1990 
1:30 - 4:00 P.M. 

ADMISSION $5.00 

AT THE Y.M.H.A. 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

SPONSORS: 

TEMPLE SHALOM MANITOBA INC. 
Y.M.H.A. , JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

947-0601 453-1625 

of the foreigner and the stranger is still prevalent 
throughout the world. Anti-Semitism has not disap­
peared, but despite everything, the Jewish people has 
survived. Purim, however, is most of all a happy 
story-a story of survival and triumph over evil. 

It is a mitzvah to read the Biblical Scroll of Esther and 
to celebrate the holiday with the congregation. As part 
of the Megillah reading, it is customary for the listen­
ers to attempt to drown out the sound of Haman's 
name by shouting or using Greggers. 

The almost unrestrained merriment which pervades 
the celebration of Purim makes it unique among the 
Jewish holidays. Adults and children are encouraged 
to wear costumes. Synagogues and communities stage 
Purim plays, hold carnivals, and serve festive commu­
nal meals. All these activities are an expression of 
great joy at having survived Haman and countless 
other enemies. 

In Ashkenazi communities, Hamantaschen, three-cor­
nered cookies filled with poppy seeds or other fruits, 
are served on Purim. In many Sephardic communities 
and in Israel, pastries called Haman's ears, Oznei 
Haman, are served. 

Traditionally Purim is a time for exchanging gifts. It 
is customary to send gifts off ood or pastries to friends 
and family. The sending of these gifts is called 
Mishloach Manot, "the sending of portions." It is a 
mitzvah to send gifts to the poor on Purim. The send­
ing of gifts to the poor is an act of Tzedakah which is 
especially connected with Purim. 

Price Structure for 
Menorah Board 

Plaques: 
Flame-minimum $1.000.00 
Candle- 600.00 
Candle Base- 400.00 
Stem- 250.00 
Base- 100.00 

For further information, please 
contact the office at 453-1625 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL 
BULLETIN WILL BE 

MONDAY, MARCH 18, 1990. 



SCHOOL NEWS. 
1. Report cards will be going out on March 11, 1990. 

Parent-Teacher Interviews will be conducted on 
Sunday, March 18, 1990 from 12:30 P.M. on. Your 
child will bring home a note informing you of your 
interview time. 

2. Our last day of classes prior to Spring Break will 
be on Wednesday, March 21, 1990. Classes will 
resume on Wednesday, April 4, 1990. 

3. I would like to encourage each child to bring 
"Tzedakah" - "charity" each and every week (Sun­
days). We have the blue boxes here at the Temple. 
We would like our students to feel the rewards of 
"giving" to others less fortunate than themselves. 

4. PURIM CARNIVAL - Sunday, March 11, 1990 -
9:45 - 12:15. Please join us. COME IN COSTUME! 

9:45 A.M. - Megillah reading in Sanctuary 

10:30A.M. - Carnival in Multi-Purpose Room 

Our Purim celebration will take place on Sunday, 
March 11, 1990. We would like to encourage our 
Temple Shalom Religious School families to join us 
for this joyous event along with all Temple Shalom 
families. 

The festivities will begin promptly at 9:45 A.M. with 
the Megillah reading in the sanctuary. Each class 
will mime out a section of the Megillah as it is read 
by members of our School Board. 

Following this, we will be having a Purim carnival 
in the Multi-Purpose Room. Each class will be 
setting up a booth. We will have hamentashen, 
juice, and coffee booth, and a prize booth. 

We would also like to encourage parents to set up 
booths. The children will love it! If you and some of 
your friends are interested, please let me or Eyal 
Daniel know and we will do our best to accommo­
date you and your material needs. 

There will be a silver collection at the door to offset 
the costs of the prizes. 

Also, volunteers are needed to "man" the food booth 
and prize table and silver collection. Please call me 
or Eyal Daniel and volunteer your services. 

Hope to see you and your families in costume on 
March 11, 1990. 

Joyce Billinkotf, School Director 

EyalDaniel, Teacher in charge of Purim celebration 

PRESIDENT'S UPDATE. 
This year for Temple Shalom is one of breaking new 
ground and strengthening existing programs. 

Our financial position as of July 31, 1989 is one of 
stability and very many thanks to our past treasurer, 
Allan Sourkes for his hard work and dedication for 
creating this stability. Ernie Strauss is carrying on 
from Allan and has computerized our systems which 
will allow for more current results. 

Our school has doubled thanks to the efforts of our 
dedicated School Board, School Director, Joyce 
Billinkoff, and our tremendous group of teachers. Not 
to forget Rabbi Gale. He has added new dimensions 
and life to our programs such as Bagels and Blocks 
and the Hebrew Bilingual Program to name a couple. 
This year also sees five Bar/Bat Mitzvahs occuring and 
very shortly our new Bima will be unveiled. 

Our Outreach Program has a joint venture with the 
YMHA on March 18, 1990 with a guest speaker from 
Toronto. 

Our Singles Program which is a joint venture with the 
YMHA as well has been a success to date thanks to the 
efforts of Barb Findlay and Steven Moscovitch. 

We are sponsoring the Small Congregations Confer­
ence April 27 -29th and all members are welcome. Call 
the office for information. 

We are in the process of forming a committee for our 
25th ANNIVERSARY year in 1991. Please volunteer 
if you can. 

Temple Shalom is yours and membership growth is 
essential. It is important each and everyone of us 
invites prospective members to our services and func­
tions of the synagogue. I believe strong attitudes and 
beliefs by each of us and communicating them will lead 
to our successful growth. 

Participation is difficult because we are all very busy 
but vital to our success. Please try and find a little time 
to sit on a committee when asked. 

This year has been exciting and the future looks even 
more so. We are making an impact in the community 
and we will continue to keep the community aware of 
Temple Shalom. 

Please feel free to call me with any ideas or sugges­
tions. This way we can all learn. GET INVOLVED. 

Rick Wolfson 

President 



YAHRZEITS 
HEBREW ENGLISH WILL BE 
DATE DATE READ ON 

CHANA FAGA GOLDBERG, Mother of Lil Jacobson 2Adar Feb.27 Mar.2 
OSCAR FEUER, Father of Charles Feuer 3Adar Feb.28 Mar. 2 
JOSEPH WOLODARSKY, Father of Marilyn Levitt 3Adar Feb.28 Mar. 2 
HARRY SW ARTZ, Father of Shelly Saidman 4Adar Mar. 1 Mar. 2 
BESSIE HILLIER, Mother of Charles Boyce 7 Adar Mar. 4 Mar. 2 
MAX LEVINE, Father of Elliott Levine 9Adar Mar. 6 Mar. 9 
DAVID CASEY, Brother of Natasha Casey 12 Adar Mar. 9 Mar. 9 
LILLIAN SINGER, Mother of Ray Singer 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9 
DOREEN VALERIE FRANCES BOYCE,Daughter of Charles Boyce 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9 
DINA WOLFSON, Mother of Wolfson 14 Adar Mar. 11 Mar. 9 
ROSE JENOFF, Aunt of Steven Moscovitch 15 Adar Mar. 12 Mar. 9 
SAMUEL SHELDON PAWLOW, Father of Mayer Pawlow 16 Adar Mar. 13 Mar. 16 
JOSEPH ISAAC HILLIER, Stepfather of Charles Boyce 20Adar Mar. 17 Mar. 16 
SARAH NITIKMAN, Mother of Lee Schachter 22 Adar Mar. 19 Mar. 16 
HELEN MAROW, Mother of Anya Strauss 23 Adar Mar. 20 Mar. 23 
HANNAH DASHEFSKY, Mother of Dora Dragushan 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23 
RAYMOND KEYNES, Brother of Irma Nepon 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23 
HELEN DUBLIN, Sister of Anne Dublin 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar.23 
REBECCA SOURKES, Grandmother of Allan Sourkes 28 Adar Mar. 25 Mar. 23 

WHAT'S NEW 
During the past several months, Temple Shalom has 
instituted three new programs: "Bagels and Blocks" 
(Jewish studies for pre- school children); Synagogue 
Skills and Jewish Lore for children enrolled in He­
brew/English Bilingual studies at Sir William Olser 
School, and regular seminars for single Jews at the 
Y.M.H.A. We now wish to add a fourth experimental 
project: programming for senior citizens, especially 
those individuals living in Shalom Gardens and along 
Grant Avenue. 

An inaugural tea took place on February 13th. Over 
twenty seniors met in the Multi-Purpose Room for 
Coffee, Cake and a Chat. We briefly explored ways in 
which we can meet the cultural and recreational needs 
of this important segment of the Winnipeg Jewish 
community. 

Beginning on MONDAY, MARCH 12TH, Temple 
Shalom will be providing lunch programs on alternate 
weeks. Jacque Sourkes has kindly agreed to cater 

these luncheons, while Razel/,e Kovnats has gener­
ously offered to be in charge of the programs. At this 
stage, the cost of the lunches will be $4.00. The lunches 
are open to all men and women who are 55 years old 
and over. 

Members of Temple Shalom are invited and encour­
aged to participate in this new endeavour. Help would 
be especially appreciated in setting up the Multi-Pur­
pose Room, or in providing transportation to those 
seniors who would like to attend our Food, Frolic and 
Fellowship but have no means of transportation to the 
Temple. The success of this experimental program 
depends largely on rekindling the spirit of volunteer­
ism in our membership. 

Those individuals who are interested in attending the 
bi-weekly luncheons or in offering their services 
should contact Clara Rosenthal at 453-1625. 

RABBIJEFFREYF.GALE 
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SOVIET JE' 1S ARE NOT SET fLEl\i1ENT FODDER 

y Alexander 1. Schindler 

There are several le ons to be learned from the unfort 1nate remE rk of lsrael Prim Minister 

Yitzhak Shamir linking the anticipated massive Sov· t immigration to retention of the ;vest Bank 

t ~rritories. Given . hamir's longst ding opposition to relinquishing any part of Judea and 

furor that greeted his statem?nt was n tural enough. 

T Prime Minister in~is ed he had been rnlsunderstood. He did not mean, he aid. that he 

ivant to hold on to the \Vest Bank as homes for new Soviet immigrants. What he intended to say 

vas that Js~ael must be a "strong" or "great11 state but. not necessarily larger in size. (In I rael, the 

phrase "G1 eater 1~rel'1 is political shorthand for an Israel that holds cm to all o the territories now 

under its control.) 

O:1e 1esson to be learned is that \n a wo ld of advanc d communications, politi iani:. in . 
cerr.ocr'tci O ike Israel ,...an no lo -~er be sure that what they tell one group •· even privately -· will 

c t b ansmitt d to the_ neral public. In offering his thoughts on a "large" or 
1

'great
11 

Israel, Mr. 

h h m.1r : .. cle~ Jy attempting to assure m ,mbers of his Likud Party that he had no intent' on o 

!\clling lsn l down the river. as his nval: in Lik •d) 1 db~ G_eneral rid Sharon, have harged. 

:,.. 
The tro 1b.e was th~ the speech was co" red by American and otner foreign correspon , the 

story went arou d the 1orld and e en the tate Department was moved to cri icize the Pli e 

inis •r f, speahng out of tum. 

F notht::- lesson is that statement,; rn"h a: Ylr. mir's -- no matter how innocently 
' 

in•ended, a'i the Isra r irne . • ist r assures 1 s - provi e ammunition for those Arab 

•~' . h . ' ,-,.;,; I l d • d h 1· 1 
ext11. e u ts w o ppose unm graat to sr~.e 1.m o,;:r an: c r~umstances an w o c mg, .o the goa of 

a Pa\e:-,tin, n state thctt -~,m ultimately encompass not onLy t11e administered territories bu Israel 

itself. Regrettably, • fr. Shamir's words have tou .... hed off a wave of protests by Arab groups that 

have cor.demned Jewish imrnigrati n to Palestine since the earltest days of the Zloni t movement. 
- • 
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Mr. Shamir's remark gave them a golden opportunity to arshal anti-Israel sentiment on an 

international basis -- and also. it should be noted, to silence moderate Arab forces, thereby stalling 

the Middle East peace initiative. At the same time, Arab protests against the movement of Jews 

from the USSR to Israel also constitute a potential stumbling bock for Soviet President Gorbachev 

in his continuing effort to liberalize Kremlin policy on Jewish emigration. 

But the most important lesson to be learned from the incident is that the emigration of 

massive numbers ofJews from the Soviet Union to Israel is too important to be used for political 

purposes. 

This great homecoming of what is expected to be h ndreds upon hundreds of thousands of 

Jews from the Soviet Union can only be described as one of the great decisive turns of Jewish 

history. ranking with the very founding of the Jewish state and the mass immigration to Israel 

during the late l 940's and early 19501s from the DP camps of EW'ope and from the Arab lands of 

North Africa, Iraq and emen. 

For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freedom means, at last, the chance to build a life 

far from the quickening cur e of anti-Semitism. For the Jews of Israel, the new freedom means 

the renewal of a dream that some had supposed was obsolete, the chance to refresh the authentic 

purposes of a Jewish national home. For the Jews of the United States and Canada, ours is the 

opportunity and challengeto provide the resources that will translate the dream of freedom into the 

reality of reunion. ..._ 

In this great endeavor, we ~isih be more than passive check-writers to the United Jewish 

Appeal. We want and mean to be partners, helping insure that every dollar is spent responsibily, 

efficiently, effectively. Nor is our shared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion.) The 

restoratio of the early vision of Israel's purpose is inherently a restoration of a vision of peace as 

well. The people of Israel know that chronic violendce and war not only inhibit immigration but 

also exhause ~he energ:es and treasure of the nation that must now be turned to the sacred task of 

ingath~ring 
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There is grave danger in seeking t<> u:se this new onportunity for political purposes. The 

homecoming of our people transcends politic -·· but politics can spoil it. Soviet Jews are not 

settlement-fodder, nor should "Operation Exodus" (the name given by the UJA to the tasks of 

immigration and absorption) be a cover for the pursun of ideological goals. 

The ingathering of Soviet Jev.·s cannot become a pawn in the debate over a "large" or 

"!:,rrcat" Israd; if those v. ho enter the partnership with enthusiasm are led to conclude that their 

efforts are being exploited by partisan· of one view or another, their enthusiasm will surely wane. 

The mass movemcm of Soviet Jews to Israel has given us,the opportunity to write a new 

chapP•r. to make possible a new beginning, to bring new life to our people and to our dream -- the 

dream of freedom, of peace, of home. In this book of life, it is we who must in~cribe our names. 

2/8/90 X X X 

Rabbi Alexander M. Set indler is president of th~ Union of American 
He rew Congregations, central body of Reform Judaism in the United 
Smtes and Canada. 

# # # 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

February 2, 1990 
7 ,Shevat 5750 

TO: UAHC CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENTS ,& RABBIS 

RE: OPERATION EXODUS 

The enclosed THE DREAM, AGAIN is a critical call to action 
in support of Operation Exodus, the worldwide effort to 
facilitate the absorpt"ion of Soviet Jews in Israel. I urge 
you to reproduce this important statement in your temple ·bul­
letin so that the total North American Reform Jewish community 
will be informed of latest developments. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the UAHC Resolution on Soviet Jewry 
as adopted by the Biennial Assembly in New Orleans, November, 
1989. It is germane to the subject. • 

In the light of this new thrust, I urge your congregation's 
Soviet Jewry Committee, together with your ARZA and Social 
Action Committees, and other congregational groups, to mo~e to 
take action as required to support fully Operation Exodus 
through your local Federations, as well as to help resettle the 
Soviet Jews among us. To this end, suggestions for congrega­
tional assistance for Soviet Jews will be available from Betty 
Golomb, Chairperson of the UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry, 
838 Flfth Avenue, New York, NY 10021. • 

As a united North American Reform community, together with our 
fellow Jews, let us join hands in providing support and suste­
nance to our brothers and sisters who join us in freedom. 

All good wishes. 



THE DREAM, AGAIN 

In all of Jewish history, there have been no more than ten or so 
dates that will be remembered as long as there are Jews to remember 
things. Most generations of Jews have lived and have died without 
ever witnessing the decisive turns of Jewish history except through 
the clouds of memory. Yet, within the lifetime of our own 
generation, those clouds have parted not once, but twice, and we 
have seen the turning with our own eyes. 

First was the Kingdom of Night, then was the rebirth of the 
Republic of Hope. 

And now there is the Reunion, the great homecoming of hundreds upon 
hundreds of thousands of Jews from the Soviet Union, yesterday's 
trickle becomes today's flow, tomorrow's flood . 

Through the tumultuous years of modern Israel's brief history, 
there have been moments of pure v i ndication, moments when all 
complexity has disappeared and the elemental reason for a Jewish 
State has stood in stark and pure relief. The mass immigration in 
th:e late 1940s and early 1950s, from the displaced persons' camps 
of Europe and from North Africa; years later, Operation Moses, the 
rescue of Ethiopian Jews; now, Operation Exodus, perhaps as many 
as a million and a half Soviet Jews ingathered, welcomed. 

For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freedom means, at last, the 
chance to build a life far from the quickening curse of anti­
Semitism. 

For the Jews of Israel, the new freedom means the renewal of a 
dream that some had supposed was obsolete, the chance to refresh 
the authentic purposes of a Jewish national home. 

And for us, for the Jews of North America, there is an essential 
role to play in the fulfillment of this new chapter of our people's 
dream. Two years ago, a quarter of a million of us gathered in 
Washington to speak for the freedom of our people. That freedom 
is now ours to enable. 

But freedom is not free. To bring masses of Soviet Jews to Israel 
means to provide housing, schools, jobs, lest the invitation to a 
new life prove a cruel and bitter hoax, lest the reunion sour. 
Here are Jews, eager to come; here is a nation eager to receive 
them. But they cannot come and they will not if there is nowhere 
for them to live, to learn, to work. 
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Plainly, it is our task to provide the resources that will 
translate the dream of freedom into the reality of reunion. As 
plainly, we want and mean to be more than passive financiers as 
that translation is written into our people's history. We want and 
mean to be partners with the Soviet Jews and partners with the 
Israelis, going beyond the raising of dollars and the signing of 
checks to helping ensure that every dollar that is spent is spent 
responsibly, efficiently, effectively. 

It is unthinkable that the Jewish people will allow this glorious 
opportunity to shrivel, that we will allow ourselves to be 
remembered as the generation that had history in its grasp --- and 
let go of it. 

Nor is our shared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion. 
The restoration of the early vision of Israel's purpose is 
inherently a restoration of a vision of peace, as well. The people 
of Israel know that chronic violence and war not only inhibit 
immigration, but also exhaust the energies and the treasure of the 
nation, the energies and the treasure that must now be turned to 
the sacred task of absorption. 

We call attention to the danger of seeking to use this new 
opportunity for political purposes. The homecoming of our people 
transcends politics -- but politics can poison it. Soviet Jews are 
not "settlement-fodder," nor ought Operation Exodus be a cover for 
the pursuit of ideological goals. The absorption of Soviet Jews 
must not become a pawn in the debate over a Greater Israel; if 
those who enter the partnership with enthusiasm are led to conclude 
that their efforts are being exploited by partisans of one view or 
another, their enthusiasm will surely wane. 

Above all, we call on each and every American Jew, in all our 
congregations throughout the land , working through our local 
federations, to join in this partnership in reunion, to lend hand 
and heart and pocketbook so that we may together enter history . 
For that is what is here at stake. Together, it has been given us 
to write a new chapter, to make possible a new beginning, to bring 
new life to our people and to our dream --- the dream of freedom, 
of peace, of home. 

In this book of life, it is we who must inscribe our names. 

February 1990 
Shevat 5750 

Rabbi Alex ander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

November 2 - November 6, 1989 - New Orleans 

SOVIET JEWRY 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations is encouraged by the 
significant changes regarding the ability of Soviet Jews to leave 
the Soviet Union as demonstrated by the dramatic increase in 
emigration numbers and the easing of the emigration process . We 
look forward to a more systematic approach for Jews to exit which 
will reflect the establishment of a new policy in accordance with 
international norms and laws, a system which would grant permission 
to any J~w to leave the Soviet Union with dispatch. 

Glasnost has resulted in granting more freedom to all religious 
groups in the Soviet Union. After years of. virulent anti-semitism, 
constant harassment, and denial of human rights, Soviet Jews have 
begun to benefit from the internal changes in official religious 
and cultural policies. Within the USSR Jews are today forming 
cultural groups, Hebrew language classes , Jewish libraries and new 
congregations . 

While we rejoice in this modern miracle, we cannot forget the 
oppression of past decades, and that Glasnost has also brought with 
it renewed outbreaks of anti-Semitism . Now, therefore, is the time 
to build vigorously the Soviet Jewish culture and to mold the 
movement for emigration into a force so irrepressible that it can 
withstand even a setback in Soviet policy . 

THEREFORE, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations resolves to: 

1. Recognize the progress which has been made and urge the 
government of the Soviet Union to: 

A. Dissolve the existing Council of Religious Affairs, the 
official department regulating religious matters in the 
USSR, to permit greater individual, intellectual, and 
personal freedom of religious and cultural expression. 

B. Officially recognize Hebrew as the national tongue of 
its Jewish minority. 

C. Permit the establishment of rabbinical seminaries and 
other Jewish educational institutions. 

D. Allow the free and full distribution of Jewish 
educational materials from the outside world to the 
members of the Jewish community and permit the 
establishment of publishing houses for cultural, 

(See over) 



educational, and religious materials. 

E. Repeal all Soviet laws that obstruct the teaching of 
Judaism and Jewish cultural matters. 

F. Institutionalize 
emigration. 

the liberalized procedures for 

2. Call upon the United States government to : 

A. Significantly raise its overall refugee quota ceiling . 

B. Provide financial assistance required to absorb Soviet 
Jews in Israel. 

3 . Call upon every Reform congregation to: 

A. Make temple membership for Soviet Jewish emigres and 
religious school enrollment for their children available 
on a favorable basis. 

B. Form or revitalize a committee on Soviet Jewry in order 
to: 

a) Prod our synagogue members, and the Jewish community 
at large through local federations , to give or 
guarantee the resources required for the absorption 
of Russian Jews both here and in Israel , through 
campaigns such as the "Passage to Freedom" campaign . 

b) Initiate a person to person effort to integrate 
Soviet immigrants into the life of our synagogues . 

c) Encourage congregants to make job opportunities 
available to Soviet Jews. 

d) Commend the World Union for Progressive Judaism for 
its efforts to nurture the development of Liberal 
Judaism and to establish a Reform Jewish network 
within the Soviet Union. 

e) Pledge our full support in the creation and 
distribution in tl,ie Soviet Union of appropriate 
educational materials about Reform Judaism, 
including materials in the Russian language. 

f) Commend the State of Israel for its ongoing efforts 
to integrate Soviet Jewish emigres into Israeli 
social, political, and economic life despite its 
current economic difficulties. 

g) Extend thanks and appreciation to Betty Golomb, who 
has almost singlehandedly coordinated the Union's 
efforts in this realm for many years. 



Dear Betty and Dan: 

December 15, 1989 
17 Kislev 5750 

Your generous contribution toward the critical work of 
the fask Force on Soviet Jewry means a great deal to me. 
Betty, in addition to the marvelous day-to-day work you 
have undertaken in this area of concern, this gift under­
scores yeur devotion to this cause. And, Dan, it's so 
good to know that you share Betty's concern for our Russian 
boothers and sisters. 

Our Union is fortunate to have leaders such as the two of 
you. I hope you know how much you are appreciated for all 
that you are and all that you do. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. and Mrs. David Golomb 
250 East 73rd st. 
New York, Ny 10021 
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From Albert Vorspan 

To Fred Cohen 

Copies Rabbi Alex ander M. Schindler 

Subject 

DUMI 
Date 12 / 14 / 8 9 

I am delighted to enclose the attached . check from Betty and Dan 
Gol9mb of $5,000 to be applied exclusively to the Task Force on 
Soviet Jewry which Betty chairs. 

, 1n•N 
1111:,•') 

nr.ni'IHJ 
ilj:'',ONJ 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y. 10021 (212)249-0100 
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Mr. Manfried Mauskopf 
2235 Hoffnagle Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 

Dear Mr. Mauskopf: 

November 22, 1989 
24 Heshvan 5750 

I thank you very much for sharing your thoughts 
with me. I much appreciate your having done so. 

The information you were kind enough to share is 
very helpful and I will certainly seek to make it 
known within our Councils. 

With gratitude I am, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



- ·----- -----------------------

MANFRIED MAUS~PF 
2235 HOFFNAGLE ST. 
'HILA.,PA 1!152 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of A.meri.can. He brew.i Goni• 

Dear Rabbi Schi.n.dier: 

I re&ret taat I have to respectfully disagree with your 
recent statement at the UAHC con enti.on that Soviet emigre 
families are dropping out of Jewish life "because American 
Jews have fail.ed to reach o,u.t• to them. The fact of the matter 
is that tile former have not shown any desire or inclination 
1n the first pl.ace to enter Jewish life despite the many 
overtures ot hundreds of schools and congregations. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter containing the results of a 
survey which I recently conducted to ascertain the number 
of Russian Jewish children in our community receiving !lny type 
o:t Jewish educ.a ti.on which. I sent to scores of communal leaders 
both locally and nationwide. I am also enc.losing a reply from 
one of your colleagues, Rabbi asl:ii.n.. In add.ition there is 
an article by the Rosh Beth Din of Australia bemoaning the 
fact that the Soviet emigres there, Just as here, do not 
identify w·i th the community, ever set foot ill a synagogue, 
~r provide their offspring with a Jewish eduGation. 

Lo.rd Ja.kobowitz., Chi.ef Rabbi of the British Com1I1.onwelath, 
has repeatedly stated that we should stop encouraging our 
Russian brethren from settling in estern countries since 
they rapidl.y assi.Jlilate. At least in lsrael their children 
wi.11 be Jaws-. 

!he •Passage to Freedom" campaign is a failure since American 
Jewa have finally realiaed that it will only entice more 
Russiand to choose the U.S. instead of Israel where they belong. 
Let us hope that those groups with vestea interests ,HIAS, 
Federationst etc..) will not. sabotage the new goverrunnet policy 
on immigration which w,111 hopefully direct more em.igres to 
I.srael.. 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
UAHG 

Dear Sir: 

2235 Hoffnagle Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19152 
May 15, 1989 

I recently completed a survey of all tho Hebrew schools in the 
~reater ~ortheast ranging from Orthodox day schools , afternoon 
and Sunday schools of all factions to ascertain whether there has 
been an increase in the number of ~ussian children attending 
since my initial survey conducted six years ago. Despite the fact 
that there hao boen an influx of sever al thousand more hussian 
Jews during thia interva1 tho aotual nU111mer enrolled in all the 
schools is losn t han one thir4 ef what it was in 1983 . In the 
latter year the total was 79 of which 58 were enrolled in the 
Beth Jacob ~ohoQl which has olosed its• doors ainoe then. The 
current total is 28 of which 10 attend the Klein branch of the 
Habrew Sunday Scheol Sooiety plus Gne more ohil4 at a different 
!:iunda.y School lea.ving a granii tetal et 17 in regulare Hebrew classes 
out ot a Russian school age po~ulatien exoeeding 1500. 

The above figures paint an appalling picture of the lack of Jewish 
identity en the part of our Soviet brethren despite their protestations 
that they were not permitted to praot1oe ehe1r religion nor to provide 
a Jewish education tor their youth. It is apparent that Jewish 
education is not one of their priorities although scholarship aid 
is available ~n _all the schools. 

This deplorable situation represants a complet~ failure en t he part 
of all the communal agencies which ar~ responsible fo_r the settlement 
of all these immigrants. While they have made marked progress in a 
material way it is obvious that the rate 01' ali~nation and assimilation 
is proceeding at a very fast pace with the strong possibility that 
an entire generation of Hus s ian youth will again be lost from a 
~ewish standpoint. ( During the past decade since they started to 
arrive l have yet ·to meet a single teenager or child in any of the 
numerous synagogues in the ~ortheast.) 

Facilitating their absorption through special campaigns suah as 
•Passage to Freedom•, will as statea by the prominent New York Jewish 
leader, ha.bbi Lewiah Bernstellin, ~ssure their freedom te rapidly 
aas1m1late into the mainstream. Unle1s we succeed 1n diverting this 
new utrea.a of hu■ sian Jews to lsrael we are aiding an4 ~betting their 
~ewi ■h al1enat1•n by luring them with offers of greater asssia•noe 
upon reaching our shores. lsr ~el oanno~ peeaibly match the •fringe 
benefits• whieh await them here. In lsrael,willingly or unwillingly, 
They would remain Jew1 something which is very douDtful here. 
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.No lase a leader than Natan Sharansky, the re,:cgnized spokes1t1an for Soviet Jewry, has repeatedly denounoe4 such spacial drives for resettling Russian Jews in the U.S. since they only encourage more"dropouts", • 
~ince it is upparont that we have failed to •sell" uewish education to our Scviot brethren we should attempt to improve Jewish life 1n the 8oviet Union now that new winds are blowing across the Russian steppes and stop enticing them to come here so that they will opt for Ierael whose visas enable them to leave "Mother huss1a• in the first plaoe. There they can share in building their own homeland. 
With every new sc,vi~t arr.-1val 1n the U.S. we arc only undermining Iarael 1 s corti and hictorioal oLnim as the Jew1ah h~meland. we are simply transferi.ng th~ l:iet, large, p•t.eIJt,1ialreservo1r of immigrants for Israel fre~ one diaspora t~ anotheb ~ne nhcre they quickly d1acard what 11ttlo Jewish~ baggage• they bring with the■. 

Sincerely, 

Manfr1ed Mauskopf 

. I 
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~/JI~ PA Jlkv.,PA !P 
SENIOR RABB I 

Mr. Manfried Mauskopf 
2235 Hoffnagle Street 
Philadelphia, Pa., 19152 

Dear Mr. Mauskopt: 

Reform Congregation 

KENESETH ISRAEL 

Yor k Road and Towns h i p L i ne 

ELKINS PARK, PENNSYLVAN IA 19117 

June 7, 1989 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the 
enclosures about the absence of Russian immigrant children in 
our Jewish educational institutions. You are absolutely correct 
in recognizing this as a serious problem, and I share your fears 
about the possible assimilation of these people. 

I do not know whether you are aware of the 
fact that Federation is also deeply concerned about this problem. 
Along with the 11 P,assage to Freedom 11 campaign, everyone agrees 
that there must be much more emphasis on Jewish identity pro­
grams, especially education for children. Everyone also agrees 
that it would be far more desirable for the Russian Jews to go 
to Israel. But they cannot be coerced. The problem is a complex 
and very ser i ous one. 

Thank you for your congratulations on my pre­
sidency of the Board of Rabbis. Please be assured that I shall 
be directing a lot of my attention to religious and cultural 
opportunities for Russian Jews in Philadelphia . 

~kc. 
Simeon J. Maslin 

SJM:mb 



:, 
another Palestinian state was made 
. acceptable before any talks and negotia­
tions had been carefully planned. This 
hasty talk with Arafat made the PLO 
the sole Palestinian authority. By what 
measure, by what Palestinian choice? 
Like the Central and South American 
terrorists who have slain thousands, 
every local Palestinian official who did 
not accept blind obedience to Arafat 
was murdered so that Arafat and his 

' crew of killers can claim to be the sole 
choice of the Palestinian people -

, gangland style. 

It is not enough for us to regret these 
developments. It's our duty to raise our 
voice, to write to the State Department 
and to President-elect Bush, giving our 
opinon of the regrettable developments. 
Joseph A.D. Sutton 

'Stranded' Jews evoke 
little sympathy here 

The current plight of the 1,000 
Russian Jewish families "stranded" in 
the Italian resort town of Ladispoli on 
the shores of the sunny Mediterranean 
Sea waiting to be granted "refugee 
status" by our government does not 
seem to arouse very much concern or 
sympathy in the American Jewish com­
munity. 

Their obstinacy in their refusal to 
proceed to Israel - whose visas enabled 
them to leave their Russian homeland -
is a sad commentary on their Jewish 
identity and their desire to raise their 
children as Jews. Would that our 
persecuted brethren in Syria, Yemen 
and • Ethiopia were in similar circum­
stances, faced with the "terrible" dilem-

. ma of choosing between . immediate 
absorption in Israel, whose soil they kiss 
upon arrival, or waiting indefinitely for 
American visas in an alien although 

pleasant land . 
Perhaps lsi Lcibler is correct in his 

assessment (Dec. 23, 1988) that we 
should rearrange our priorities and 
concentrate on providing assistance to 
those Russian Jews who are determined 
to remain in the Soviet Union and build 
a vibrant Jewish cultural and religious 
life now that 'the authorities have 
loosened the reins of dictatorship. 

Heretofore, as he claims, WC simply 
provided a passage to rapid assimilation 
in the West. With new winds blowing 
across the Russian steppes and tundras, 
a renaissance of Jewish life is possible so 
that in time the past glory and achieve­
ments of a once proud and creative 
Jewry may be restored. • 

The indestructible "Pintele Yid, " the 
eternal spark of Judaism that forever 
burns in each Jewish breast, may once 
again by rekindled into a bright flame if 
we utilize the opportunities that are 
slowly opening up und&r the new leader­
ship. Those who are··~ncere in their 
desire to reassert their Jewish identity 
and transmit their ancient heritage to 
their offspring will participate in this 
national rebirth or proceed to Israel to 
affirm their loyalty to our people. 

The others will continue to be at­
tracted to the "fleshpots" of the West­
ern world where they may, unhindered, 
be rapidly assimilated into the main­
stream. 
Manfried Mauskopf 

LETIERS ·yo THE EDITOR : 
All letters to the editor must be 

signed, although requests for 
anonymity will be respected. We 
reserve the right to edit for style and 
length. Send letters to the Exponent, 
226 S. 16th St .• Phlladelphla, Pa. 
19102 .. 
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September 26, 1989 
26 Elul 5749 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Senator from Massachusetts 
315 Russell 
Uwited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

The Senate's passage of new and more generous standards 
for the admission of Soviet Jews to the Ucited States 
is heartening. 1 am deeply grateful to you for all of 
your efforts in this realm of concern. 

Please accept heartfelt thanks, in behalf of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Jewish people, and on 
a personal level. You can always be counted on for aoop­
eration and support of humanitarian efforts. 

With fond regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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KENNEDY EDWARD 
315 RUSSELL s.o.e, 
WASH DC 20510 21PH 

1•012218A2b4010 09/21/89 ICS IPMWGWJ WSH NVAA 
349 MGM CHWASHINGTON DC 100 09•21 0806P EDT 

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

I WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT LAST NIG~T THE SENAT~ ADOPTED NEW 
AND HORE GENEROUS STANDARDS FOR ADMITTING SOVIET J WS TO THE 
UNITED STATES AS REFUGEES. 

THE LEGISLATION, WHICH SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERG ANO I SPO SORED, 
WILL 6RING NEW HOPE TO THE THOUSA~DS OF REFUGES NOW LANGUISHING 
IN ROME, AS WELL AS TO THE MANY OTHERS STILL I THE SOVIET UNION 
WHO WILL BE SEEKING FREEDOM IN THE COMING VEAR: 

THIS IS A GRATIFYING FIRST STEP TOWARD REOEE~I~G OUR NATION ' S 
PROMISE TO THOUSANDS OF SOVIET JEWS WHO HAVE BFEN PERSECUTED 
TOO LONG. I LOOK FORWARD TO ITS PROMPT ENACT~E~T, AND TD FURTHER 
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT AMERICA'S RESPONSE TO T~IS NEED IS FULL AND 
FAIR AND PROt-iPT, 

TEO KENNEDY 

19:13 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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June 17, 

Alexander M. Schindler. Union of American Heprew Congregations 
President 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.10021 

Oear Rabbi A. Schindler: 

Your warm letter appeared to be such a nice addition to all the 

wondeful things that have been happening to us since the time we 

finally got together. Looking back right now we, from time to 

time, have to tell ourselves that everything around is real. We 

have met wonderful people, we have got good freinds. 

We are really honoured to have Linda and Lennard Thal as freinds, 

and we can tell you that they are the most beautiful people we have 

ever met. 

Our life struggle has not been over yet, but, after all, -that is what 

the human beings have been created for, so we enjoy it. 

We are looking forward to meeting with you, and if we ever can be 

of any help in your both small and global projects, the pleasure 

would be entirely ours. 

Again, let us thank you ever so much for the beautiful letter and 

good wishes. Hope to meet you in the nearest future. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ~ ~,,d,f ~' 



Ms. Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

May 4, 1989 
29 Nisan 5749 

National Conference of Soviet Jewry 
10 East 40th Street 
Suite 907 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Shoshana: 

I am deeply grateful for your prompt response to my request. 
The information you were good enough to share with me is im­
portant and I am gra:teful for your offer to keep me informed 
as matters develop in regard to this decree. 

Wi~h warmest regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

CHAIRMAN 

SHOSHANA S . CARDIN 

April 28, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you again for your timely intervention and assurance. The 
enclosed is a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to existing 
legislation in the USSR. We have asked the State Department to give 
us the benefit of their analysis and have already received some analysis 
from Soviet Jews who are studying the implications and ramifications. 
The first impression is that in some ways this legislation may be even 
more restrictive and prohibitive with regard to demonstrations, public 
assemblies, or statements against government. I will keep you informed 
as to the latest reports with regard to this decree. 

Cordially, 

Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

SSC:rk 

Enclosure 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 10 EAST 40TH STREET, SUITE 907 , NEW YORK , N .Y. 10016 • (212 ) 679-6122 

WASH INGTON OFFICE: 1522 K STREET, N .W ., SUITE 1100, WASHINGTON , D .C . 20005 • (202) 898-2500 



Ms. Shoshana Cardin 
3624 Anton Farms Road 
Pikesville. MD 21208 

Dear Shoshana: 

April 2s. 1989 
20 Nisan 5749 

It was good chatting with you. 

During our conversation you mentioned new restrictive 
legislation which has been promulgated in the Sov1et 
Union. Please bring me up to date. 

With appreciation in advance and warm regards, I m 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Albert Vorspan 

May 4, 1989 
28 Nisan 5749 

You will recall that Shoshana CArdin called me up to express 
her concerns about our resolution on the Jackson-Vanek Amend­
ment. She told me that the soviet Union is considering even 
more rastrictive legislation which would make it advisable 
not to yield on that point. 

I attach a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to ex­
isting legislation in the u.s.S.R. Shoshana is waiting anal­
ysis from the State Department. Soviet Jews who have looked 
at tbis proposed amendlant and commented concerning its im­
plications and ramifications tell that in some ways this 
legislation may be even more restrictive and prohibitive if 
with regard to demonstrations, public assEr.blies or statr­
rnents against the government. 

I just want to keep you abTeats. 

This will also remind you that Shoshana indicated that she 
would be more than happy to attend our Biennial. 

Obviously, this information should go to .. ·· the Resolutions 
Committee or whatever committee will~t on the proposal of 
the Social Actions Commission. 

Thank you. 



SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION 

The Controversy 
Over Destination 

David A. Harris 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 



SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION 

The Controversy 
Over Destination 

David A. Harris 



Mr. Harris is the American Jewish Committee's Washington 
Representative. The author would like to acknowledge the 
invaluable contributions of Judith Golub, Assistant Washington 
Representative, and Julie Goldsmith, the Legislative Intern in 
the Washington office, in preparing this document, and David 
Geller, Director of European Affairs of AJC's International 
Relations Department, in preparing the section on immigration 
and refugee provisions. 
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Introduction 

There are few more contentious, complex, or emotional issues 
in Israeli-Diaspora life than what has been termed the Soviet 
Jewry drop-out question. over the years, this issue has aroused 
passionate debate that recently has intensified. Faced with a 
Soviet Jewry drop-out rate of nearly 90%, the Israeli Government 
this year has taken preliminary steps to try and increase Soviet 
Jewish aliyah. 

In 1988, the Israeli Government began to issue immigration 
affidavits ("vyzovs") indicating that Israeli visas could only be 
picked up at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest, and the Israeli 
Cabinet approved a proposal stating that all Soviet Jews who 
receive exit visas for Israel from the Soviet Union must travel 
to Tel Aviv via Bucharest. Such a "direct flight" • option which 
channels Soviet Jews through Romania, the only East European 
country with full diplomatic ties with Israel, would deny Soviet 
Jews the chance to fly to Vienna where they could "drop out" to 
other countries such as the United States. The ref ore, those 
wishing to resettle in the United states would have to apply 
directly to the U.S. for entry visas. 

Clearly, Israel cannot unilaterally insure the plan's 
implementation. Many other factors must be taken into account, 
including the views of other relevant governments which will be 
noted later, as well as the differences within world Jewry. The 
prevailing American Jewish view has been to support freedom of 
choice for every emigrating Soviet Jew. Yet, American Jews also 
have expressed the hope that more soviet Jews would settle in 
Israel. The Israeli Government contends that the drop-out rate 
itself has contributed to the Soviet decision to reduce 
emigration, particularly in the years between 1979 and 1986, and 
has denied Israel its most important resource, people. Given the 
issue's complexity, a workable compromise will not be easy to 
find. 

Background 

One of the most extraordinary chapters in modern Jewish 
history began unfolding in the mid-1960s. Soviet Jews, 
previously thought to have been destined to disappear through a 
deliberate Soviet policy of spiritual genocide, began to awaken. 
Almost miraculously, the Kremlin had failed to force some two 
million Jews to assimilate by denying them even the limited 
access to religious and cultural self-expression other religious 
and national groups in the USSR have been afforded. 

Gradually, individuals and small groups of Soviet Jews began 
to demand the right to be reunited with their relatives and to 



return to their historic homeland, Israel. From Georgia, Latvia, 
Lithuania and other outlying areas, and from heartland cities, 
such as Moscow, Kiev and Leningrad, Jews formulated appeals and 
petitions to Soviet and Western leaders, engaged in previously 
unheard of demonstrations, and contacted Moscow-based Western 
correspondents. They were motivated by many di verse factors: 
deep-rooted Zionism; desire for reunification with family members 
dispersed as a result of the Second World War; re-ligious fervor; 
pride in Israel's lightning victory in the six-Day War; and the 
growth of Soviet anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. Jews claimed 
the right of repatriation to the Jewish State, consistent with 
their interpretation of previous Soviet repatriation accords 
with such countries as Poland and West Germany. Further, they 
asserted that the right to leave any country, including one's 
own, was recognized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and other international accords to which the USSR had give its 
assent. 

When the Soviet gates finally were opened in 1971, Soviet 
Jews rushed to leave. Overcoming innumerable obstacles, 
including an antagonistic and unpredictable bureaucracy, 
denunciations by former classmates and colleagues, loss of jobs, 
and the fear of isolation and arrest, many Soviet Jews succeeded 
in leaving for Israel. Others, victims of Soviet arbitrariness, 
were denied visas on grounds ranging from the alleged possession 
of state secrets to the absence, regardless of the applicant's 
age, of parental permission. Still others, as is well known, 
were imprisoned for their activities in support of the resurgent 
Jewish national movement. 

Jewish activism in the USSR was directed almost exclusively 
at the desire to live in Israel. Petitions, letters, and study 
groups made Israel the centerpiece of the movement. Tens of 
thousands of Soviet Jews who left the country by plane or train 
proceeded to Vienna, the Western transit point. Within a few 
days, with the help of the Jewish Agency for Israel, the quasi­
governmental institution, they were on their way to Israel. 
Until the 1973 Yorn Kippur War, only a very few announced upon 
reaching Vienna that they would proceed to other countries, 
principally the U. s., largely for reasons of immediate family 
reunification. Because these cases were so few in number and 
appeared to involve humanitarian considerations, the Jewish 
Agency hardly gave them a second thought. The American Jewish 
community, with the support of the U.S. Government, stood ready 
to assist these migrants. 

The Drop-Out Phenomenon 

Few could have foreseen that this trickle of "drop-outs" 
would become a flood within a very few years. From October 1968 
to June 1988, approximately 113,500 Jews left the Soviet Union on 
Israeli visas, arrived in Vienna, and there declared an intention 
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to proceed to countries other than Israel. ( During the same 
period 171,500 Soviet Jews resettled in Israel.) But as noted, 
only in late 1973 did this phenomenon first became noticeable, 
and it has risen steadily since. (Please refer to Appendix A for 
statistics documenting this increase). There have been many and 
varied reasons for this increase in the numbers who drop-out, 
including: 

• Concern about the turbulent Middle East situation in the 
wake of Israel's decisive but costly victory in 1973, which 
shattered the image of Israel's invincibility fostered by 
the 1967 war; 

• The limited number of truly committed Zionists among Soviet 
Jews, partly a result of forced assimilation and vicious 
anti-Israel propaganda, particularly after 1967; 

• Critical letters from Soviet Jews in Israel to their friends 
and relatives in the USSR focusing on difficult resettlement 
experiences -- the legendary Israeli bureaucracy, declining 
economic opportunities, an ambivalence among Israelis about 
any new group of immigrants, placement in unappealing 
smaller towns and cities. Not surprisingly, these letters 
managed to pass the Soviet censor far more frequently than 
those which praised Israel; 

• Exploitation by the Soviet authorities in the press and 
elsewhere of stories of difficult adjustment by Soviet Jews 
in Israel; 

• Growing awareness of the U.S. option, previously unknown to 
most prospective Soviet Jewish emigrants; 

• The snowballing effect of ever increasing numbers proceeding 
to the U.S. and, to a lesser degree, to Canada, Australia 
and other Western countries to join relatives and friends; 

• Stories of the tragic circumstances of those Soviet Jews who 
left Israel seeking to emigrate to other countries, but were 
unable to benefit from the financial assistance of American 
Jewish organizations and were no longer recognized by the 
U.S. Government as refugees eligible for priority admission 
into the U. s. Many of these Soviet Jews spent months or 
years in limbo in Belgium, Greece, Italy and other West 
European countries; 

• The realization that it is easier to first resettle in the 
U.S. and then, if desired, move to Israel than vice versa; 

• The growing number of mixed marriages among the emigrants, 
and; 
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• The continued threat of war and terrorism in the Middle 
East. 

Essentially, the debate over the drop-out phenomenon has 
been dominated by political and philosophical arguments. The 
political argument revolves around whether the Kremlin really 
cares where exiting Soviet Jews resettle. Those who contend it 
does have argued that the high drop-out rate could lead the 
Soviets to curtail emigration altogether as soon as they realize 
that Soviet Jews could not be viewed as repatriates. The 
Soviets, unhappy that any of their citizens would seek to leave, 
would accommodate those they characterized as repatriates. At 
least in such cases, Soviet citizens who might otherwise demand 
the same right of emigration could be offered some justification 
why they were not given permission to leave. Clearly, others 
besides Soviet Jews would leave the U.S.S.R. if given the chance 
to do so. 

To illustrate the point, a joke circulated in Moscow shortly 
after the decennial census in 1979. Brezhnev called Kosygin into 
his office and asked how many Jews were listed in the census. 
"Nearly two million," responded the Soviet premier. "I have an 
idea," said Brezhnev. "Why don't we let all those who want to 
leave, emigrate. That will solve two problems at once. We'll 
get rid of all the troublemakers here, and we'll win some 
favorable publicity in the West. What do you think?" "Fine 
idea," replied Kosygin. "But how many of the two million do you 
think would actually leave?" asked Brezhnev. "Surely no less 
than five million!" answered Kosygin. 

Thus, given that others doubtless want to emigrate-­
Ukrainians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Pentecostalists, and a score 
of other religious and national groups, not to speak of an 
unknown number of everyday citizens who desire improved 
political or economic conditions -- Soviet Jews who left the 
USSR with visas for Israel, but chose instead to resettle in a 
third country, could no longer be considered repatriates. They 
thus became indistinguishable from other Soviet citizens. Guilty 
of deception, they could jeopardize the chances for those left 
behind who legitimately desired to live in the Jewish State. 

Others have argued differently. In their view, the key 
question for the Kremlin's decision-makers has not been Soviet 
Jewish emigrants ' final destination. Rather, it is whether to 
let Jews, or anyone else, leave the country. From an ideological 
viewpoint, should anyone be quitting the "socialist paradise?" 
And, from an economic perspective, should the country permit 
often valued and scarce professionals and workers to leave? Once 
they leave, does it matter to the Kremlin if they proceed to 
Israel, where they strengthen a Soviet adversary and strain 
relations between Moscow and the Arab states, or to the u. s. , 
where they are welcomed as refugees by the Soviet Union• s most 
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powerful foe? 

In this view, the central question for the Kremlin has been 
a matter of, not repatriation, but rather the Soviet-American 
relationship. The rise in emigration from the low point in 1986 
may support this position. This increase in no way can be linked 
to the issue of destination since, even though 80-90% of the 
emigrants are not proceeding to Israel, the Soviets continue to 
issue exit visas at a stepped up pace. If Soviet Jewish 
emigration is one of the prices to be paid for improving 
superpower ties, the Kremlin may not like it, and may, at times, 
balk, but it recognizes the linkage. Thus, the ebb and flow of 
Soviet Jewish emigration has been dependent, not on the final 
destination of the emigrant, but the state of ties between Moscow 
and Washington. 

On a philosophical level, an equally intense debate has 
raged. Those who most vigorously oppose and seek remedies to 
curb the high drop-out rate have argued that there can be no 
discussion of Jewish refugees in a world where a Jewish State 
exists to welcome Jews. Refugees are those who have fled 
persecution or the threat of persecution based on racial, 
religious, national, political, and ethnic grounds, and seek a 
new home. But Soviet Jews differ from, say, fleeing Poles or 
Cambodians. These Jews leave their native country with Israel 
stamped on their visa as their destination, and Israel stands 
ready to welcome them and offer them permanent resettlement. Is 
it not an offense to the State of Israel to recognize an Israeli­
visa holder as a refugee? Let Soviet Jews first come to Israel 
and, if they later decide to leave, they are free to do so, 
although they obviously would have to qualify for entry into 
another country. Israel is a democratic society and the hundreds 
of thousands of yordim (those who have left Israel) give sad 
testimony to the right of Israelis to resettle in another 
country. 

Critics of the high drop-out rate also argue that the 
American Jewish community is, in effect, competing with Israel, 
thereby unwittingly contributing to the weakening of the Jewish 
State, by making it relatively easy for Soviet Jews to bypass 
Israel. They note that fewer Soviet Jews proceed to Israel, a 
country heavily dependent on immigration and that American Jewish 
philanthropic dollars must be spent in the U.S., rather than in 
Israel, for resettlement costs. 

Opponents of this view maintain that it is unfair to accuse 
exiting Soviet Jews of deception if they leave the USSR with 
visas marked Israel, but then proceed elsewhere. How else could 
they have left the country? Is it not the overriding goal of the 
Soviet Jewry movement to bring out as many Jews as possible, 
regardless of their final destination? Does world Jewry have the 
ethical right to turn its back on fellow Jews in need simply 
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because they have decided not to resettle in Israel, where, after 
all, no more than 30% of the world's Jews live? Is it fair of 
those American Jews who oppose the drop-outs to do so from the 
comfort and security of their Diaspora homes? What would be the 
symbolism of the U.S., 43 years after the Holocaust, again 
closing its gates, even if only to some Jews? 

Recent Developments 

In the past 18 months, a number of events have occurred that 
have turned the theoretical possibility of direct flights to 
Israel, without the chance to drop out in Vienna, into a 
potential reality. On January 1, 1987, the Soviet Union 
announced new exit and entry regulations which, in theory at 
least, permitted emigration applications based on invitations 
from immediate relatives -- parents, children, siblings, spouses 
-- in any country, in addition to Israel, with which the u.s.s.R. 
has diplomatic relations. This change provided the first 
concrete possibility for a two-track policy: Soviet Jews 
desiring aliyah would depart the u.s.s.R. with Israeli visas 
while those -- at least with close family members in, say, the 
U.S. -- seeking resettlement in the U. s. would leave with an 
American visa. (See Appendix B for statistics on direct soviet 
Jewish immigration to the U.S. with American visas.) Many have 
suggested that this two-track policy could form the basis for a 
compromise over the drop-out issue. ( See Appendix C for a 
description of the U.S. refugee and immigration provisions.) 

During a visit to the United States the following month, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir asked President Reagan to 
deny refugee status to Soviet Jews so they would no longer enjoy 
priority admittance to the United States. In response to 
Shamir's request, State Department spokesman Charles Redman said 
that there would be no change in the U.S. policy supporting 
freedom of choice for Soviet Jews. 

The issue did not die, despite the State Department's 
obvious lack of support for Israel's attempt to prevent further 
drop-outs. Later in 1987, 144 emigrating-Soviet Jews left the 
Soviet Union, and chose to proceed to Israel via Bucharest rather 
than Vienna. They sought to demonstrate support for the Israeli 
goal of direct flights and the viability of an exit route through 
Romania. 

Against a backdrop of intensified diplomatic contacts 
between Israel and the Soviet Union, the Israeli Government in 
April 1988 began issuing amended immigration affidavits 
("vysovs"). These affidavits indicated that henceforth the 
Israeli visa could be picked up only at the Israeli Embassy in 
Bucharest, and would no longer be issued by the Dutch Embassy in 
Moscow, Israel's representative in the Soviet capital since 1967. 
If the plan worked, there would no longer be a chance to "drop-

6 



out" as had been the case for exiting Jews whose first 
destination was Vienna. 

On June 10,1988, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir met at the United 
Nations. Apart from the Middle East peace process, they focused 
on the Israeli desire to send a diplomatic contingent to Moscow. 
Shevardnadze indicated that the Israeli team was likely to be 
admitted in late July. After their talks, Shamir noted the 
Soviet Foreign Minister's view that while Moscow was receptive to 
Israel's effort to channel Soviet Jews emigrants to Israel 
through Romania, the Soviet Union actually did not care in which 
country exiting Soviet Jews settled, an apparent rebuttal of the 
longstanding Israeli contention that the final destination point 
of the Soviet Jews was of concern to the Kremlin. 

On June 19, one week after the Shevardnadze-Shamir meeting, 
the Israeli Cabinet formally affirmed by a 16-2 vote that Israeli 
visas would be issued only to those Soviet Jews who in fact wish 
to come to Israel. Rather than flying from Moscow to Vienna, 
Jews immigrating to Israel would pick up their entry visas in 
Bucharest and then proceed directly to Tel Aviv. (Romania is the 
only Warsaw Pact nation that, not only did not sever diplomatic 
ties with the Jewish State after the Six Day War, but continued 
to maintain a wide range of links, including flights between 
Bucharest and Tel Aviv on both El Al and Tarom, Romania's 
national airline.) 

Supporters of the Israeli action argued that they were not 
seeking to deny Soviet Jews the right to resettle elsewhere. 
Opportunities now existed, they noted, for Soviet Jews to apply 
for immigration to the U.S. However, the fulfillment of the 
Israeli plan is still subject to some unresolved questions and 
several potential pitfalls. 

Future Prospects 

Rumors concerning the plan and its future abound. For the 
moment, though, there are many more questions than answers, and 
it is uncertain whether any significant changes will, in the end, 
result. 

What is clear is that Soviet cooperation is needed if the 
Israeli plan of bringing more Soviet Jews to Israel is to work. 
The support of the U.S., Dutch, Austrian and Romanian 
Governments, and a nod from the American Jewish community, also 
are required, not to speak of assent from Soviet Jews themselves 
who, after all, are the objects of all this effort. 

It's worth looking briefly at each of these important 
players. 
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(1) Soviet Union: Will the Soviets go along with the 
Israeli move? For the Israeli plan truly to succeed -- and that 
means both an end to the "abuse" of Israeli visas used as no more 
than exit documents, as well as, much more importantly, an 
increase in immigration to Israel -- Moscow must cooperate in 
insuring that Soviet Jews with Israeli documents fly either 
directly to Israel, which is currently impossible, or via East 
Europe where presumably it would be impossible to drop-out. As 
long as Moscow permits Soviet Jews to exit to a Western transit 
point, i.e. Vienna, the drop-out phenomenon will continue. But 
is it in Moscow's interests to accede to the Israeli desire? The 
Kremlin knows both that the U.S. supports freedom of choice and 
that Arab nations are hostile to greater Soviet Jewish migration 
to Israel. Some Soviet Jews have speculated that the Kremlin 
might agree to the Israeli plan only if it determined that, in 
the end, fewer Soviet Jews would seek to leave than now do under 
the current system. 

Moscow's cooperatiqn also is needed in another area: An 
Israeli diplomatic team is expected to receive entry visas on 
July 27 and travel to Moscow the next day, therepy mirroring the 
presence since 1987 of a Soviet diplomatic contingent in Israel. 
What will the Israelis' role be in Moscow? Will they eventually 
be permitted to replace the Dutch -- Israel's representative in 
the U.S.S.R. since 1967 -- and issue visas? Soviet officials 
have stated that the Israelis would not now be allowed to do so. 
In that case, an arrangement between Jerusalem and The Hague is 
needed. Such an agreement is possible but, as will be seen, 
uncertain. 

(2) United States: The U.S. traditionally has supported 
freedom of choice for Soviet Jews and has opposed any Israeli 
move to compromise that principle. But U. s. cooperation is 
essential for the Israeli plan to work. For example, Israel's 
position would be undermined if the U.S. broadly interpreted a 
proposed regulations change on asylum, drafted in April by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. (See Appendix D.) This 
change could have the practical effect of redefining Soviet Jews 
arriving in Israel as being eligible for priority admittance to 
the U.S. as refugees. Such a step of defining these Jews in the 
Jewish State as refugees would raise profound moral and political 
questions. However, Secretary of State Shultz has not yet 
indicated his views on such a change in regulations, although at 
this point he reportedly is leaning against their adoption. To 
some degree, Shultz is likely to be guided on this and related 
issues by the views of the American Jewish community. 

The U.S. could invoke still another option that would 
undermine the Israeli position: The U.S. could press the Kremlin 
to permit Soviet Jews to depart for Western transit points even 
if their documents indicated Bucharest as the first destination 
point, and provide assurances to, say, Austria that Soviet 
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emigrants arriving in Vienna would be offered resettlement in the 
u. s. 

Finally, the U.S. also could press the Kremlin for a genuine 
two-track policy. Those who want to go to Israel would leave via 
Bucharest; those seeking U.S. resettlement would apply for a visa 
at the American Embassy in Moscow. Indeed, the two-track concept 
might well serve as a basis for compromise. But, if the Soviets 
were to relax further their emigration policy and permit even 
those Jews without immediate family in the U.S. to apply for an 
American visa, no increase in aliyah likely would result. 

(3) Netherlands: As noted earlier, unless the Israeli team 
in Moscow is permitted to issue visas, the Dutch will continue to 
play a central role. They have supported freedom of choice and 
have indicated displeasure with the Israeli plan to reroute 
emigrants through Bucharest. If there is to be a shared 
diplomatic arrangement in Moscow, will the Dutch fully cooperate 
to help implement the Israeli plan? For the moment, it appears 
not. This issue was on the agenda during the bilateral talks 
that took place during the Dutch Prime Minister's recent visit to 
Israel. Reports indicated disagreement between the two sides. A 
bilateral working group will be established to see if any 
compromise can be achieved. 

(4) Austria: From the Israeli viewpoint, Austria could 
play a spoiler's role. If the Kremlin should prove indifferent 
to transit points, thereby permitting Soviet Jews to purchase 
tickets for Vienna, the way station for 20 years, the Israeli 
goal would be sabotaged once again. Austria has resisted those 
past Israeli efforts to bring more Soviet Jews to Israel via 
Vienna while denying them resettlement opportunities elsewhere. 

(5) Romania: Bucharest is the least of Israel's concerns. 
The iconoclastic Warsaw Pact nation presumably would stand to 
benefit from the Israeli plan. And with an Israeli Embassy in 
Bucharest and direct air links between Bucharest and Tel Aviv, 
logistics would be quite easy. 

(6) American Jewry: The vast majority of American Jews 
have supported Soviet Jewish immigration to Israel as essential 
to the well-being of the Jewish State. However, most American 
Jews also have endorsed the principle of freedom of choice. On 
June 8th, 11 major national Jewish agencies expressed support 
for the direct flights concept. Several, including The American 
Jewish Committee, based this support on the existence of a 
genuine two-track policy that offers Soviet Jews freedom of 
choice in Moscow. (See Appendix E for the full text of the 
statement.) It is uncertain at this point that such a two-track 
policy is in effect, even with the recently announced resumption 
of the issuing of some U.S. entry visas in Moscow. (The issuing 
of entry visas had been suspended due to a shortage of funds.) 
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Unlike the Armenians who have been leaving the Soviet Union for 
the U.S. at a current rate exceeding 1,000 per month, Jews who 
apply for a U.S. visa are subjected to a strict interpretation of 
Soviet emigration policy concerning family reunification. Would 
American Jews support the Israeli plan if Soviet Jews had only 
limited opportunity to leave the U.S.S.R. for the U.S.? 

(7) Soviet Jews: Here lies the biggest question mark of 
all. No one can accurately predict how Soviet Jews would react 
to an Israeli plan to bring more of them to Israel. And if more 
do not land at Ben Gurion Airport with the intention of 
permanently resettling in Israel, then what has been the point 
of the whole exercise? If it all only proves an effort to 
restore the dignity of the Israeli visa by ending its abuse, it 
certainly will have come at a high price -- tensions between 
Jerusalem, Washington and other governments, between Israel and 
segments of American Jewry, and between Israel and those Soviet 
Jews who will feel that Israel sought to deny them their freedom 
of choice, not to speak of the criticism directed at the Israeli 
plan by some columnists and editorial boards in the U.S. press. 
But, if the net result is a significant boost in immigration, 
Israeli officials understandably will deem the effort a success. 

********* 

The jury is still out on 
effectively be implemented and, if 
emigration towards Israel. What 
future direction of Soviet Jewish 
discussed and intriguing questions 
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Recent Chronology 

*January 1987. The Soviet Union introduced exit and entry 
regulations which update a 1970 statute on entry into the 
u.s.s.R. For the first time, the Kremlin formally recognized 
that departures by Soviet citizens can, under certain 
restrictions, be permitted. The Soviet Union began to accept 
applications for emigration essentially based on invitations from 
immediate relatives -- parents, children, siblings, spouses -- in 
any country with which the USSR has diplomatic relations ( in 
addition to Israel). Nine categories for refusal of exit 
applications were listed. Interestingly, paragraph 30 notes that 
"Questions of entry into the U.S. S. R. and departure from the 
U.S.S.R. for personal reasons may also be regulated by bilateral 
treaties between the u.s.s.R. and other states." This would hold 
out at least the theoretical possibility of emigration accords 
between, say, the Soviet Union and Israel or the Soviet Union and 
the U.S. 

*January 1987. Aryeh Dulzin, head of the Jewish Agency and 
the World Zionist Organization, announced that the Jewish Agency 
hoped to arrange direct flights from Moscow to Tel Aviv in order 
to avert dropouts (The Jewish Week, January 2, 1987). "Neshira 
[the drop-out phenomenon] should be condemned in the strongest 
terms," Dulzin said, "as should all the organizations that assist 
them. Soviet Jews are not refugees. Neshira undermines the 
effort to open the gates of the Soviet Union and provides the 
Soviet Union with an excuse not to open them" (Washington Jewish 
Week, January 8, 1987 ). 

*February 1987. Moshe Arens, Israeli Cabinet minister in 
charge of Soviet Jewry, spoke about the issue of refugee status. 
Arens said, "We think that it is basically incorrect to say that 
someone who has received a visa to come to Israel, and who is 
under the Law of Return and becomes an Israeli citizen when he 
steps on Israeli soil, is a refugee." Arens also charged that 
the rise in drop-outs directly resulted in Soviet restrictions on 
immigration. "The Soviet cutoff had a lot to do with the drop-out 
problem .. Soviet officials have complained that these people are 
not going to Israel" ( The Washington Post, February 15, 1987). 

*February 1987. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir asked 
President Reagan to deny refugee status to Soviet Jews so they 
would go first to Israel. State Department spokesman, Charles E. 
Redman, said there would be no change in the U.S. policy 
supporting freedom of choice (The New York Times, February 20, 
1987). 

*February 1987. In a meeting on February 21 with selected 
leaders of the Los Angeles Jewish community, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir raised the drop-out issue. Expressing Israel's 
concerns on three fronts he noted that: ( 1) The high drop-out 
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rate threatens prospects for Soviet Jewish emigration generally. 
He remarked that Soviet officials, including former Soviet 
Ambassador to the United States Anatoly Dobrynin, had made this 
point several times. (2) Israel needs Jewish immigration for its 
survival and growth. (3) The fraud and deception of those who 
use visas only to drop out is an affront to Israel's 
sovereignty. 

1988 

*April 1988. The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
submitted proposed rule changes on firm resettlement and asylum, 
among other issues, for a thirty-day public comment period. The 
proposed regulation state that "An alien is considered to be 
firmly resettled if he entered into another nation with, or while 
in that nation received an offer of permanent resident status, 
citizenship, or some other type of permanent resettlement unless 
he establishes (a) That his entry into the nation was a necessary 
consequence of his flight from persecution, that he remained in 
that nation only as long as was necessary to arrange onward 
travel, that he did not establish significant ties in that nation 
.. ," (See Appendix D for full text of proposed regulation. The 
Federal Register, April 6, 1988) 

*April 1988. The Israeli Government began issuing amended 
immigration affidavits ("vyzovs") which indicate that the Israeli 
visa can be picked up only at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest. 
This represents a change in Israeli policy as it would suggest 
that the only exit route available to Soviet Jews with Israeli 
affidavits would be via Romania. There would no longer be a 
chance to "drop-out" as had previously been the case with Vienna 
as the first destination of exiting Soviet Jews (Chicago Tribune, 
April 18, 1988). 

*May 1988. An unnamed Israeli Government source familiar 
with Soviet Jewish affairs commented on Israel's policy on Soviet 
Jewish emigration. He said Israel is not against freedom of 
choice for Jewish immigrants, but wants to put a stop to the 
undesirable practice of using a visa to Israel as a means to go 
to the U.S. or other countries. He said a two-track system would 
be best, in which Jews who want to come here (Israel) can do so 
through direct flights, and those who want to go elsewhere would 
do so through Vienna or another transit point. He further noted 
that Soviet Jews who want to go to countries besides Israel can 
in theory apply directly for visas to these destinations, in 
accordance with the 1987 statement by the Soviet emigration 
office. "Israel does not want to prevent Soviet Jews from joining 
their relatives in America if they want to," he said (Jerusalem 
Post, May 21, 1988). 

*May 1988. A Soviet official denied that Jewish emigrants 
would in the future be required to travel via Bucharest directly 
to Israel, according to Karl Blecha, the Austrian Interior 
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Minister. Blecha stated that he had been told that Jews applying 
for exit visas will still have the option to emigrate by way of 
Vienna (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, reported in The Baltimore 
Jewish Times, May 27, 1988). 

*June 1988. Prime Minister Shamir, at a June 6 meeting of 
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations in New York, said on the drop-out issue, "It is 
the perpetuation of fraud to grant Israeli visas. to Soviet Jews 
not planning to go to Israel. It undermines our credibility. It 
impugns our integrity. It undermines our sovereignty." 

*June 1988. Eleven major American Jewish organizations 
issued a joint statement on June 8 in support of Israel's "direct 
flight" policy but, at the same time, expressed support for a 
program for direct invitations from Jews settled in North 
America to their relatives in the Soviet Union. (A copy of this 
statement can be found in Appendix E.) 

*June 1988. Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir met at the United Nations 
on June 9 to discuss the resumption of Soviet-Israeli diplomatic 
relations. After this meeting, Shamir noted that the Soviet 
Foreign Minister indicated that while Moscow was receptive to 
Israel's effort to channel Soviet Jewish emigrants to Israel 
through Romania, the Soviet Union did not care in which country 
exiting Soviet Jews settled (The Washington Post, Friday June 
10, 1988; Washington Jewish Week, June 16, 1988). 

Shamir and Shevardnadze agreed to set up a timetable for the 
next step in Israeli-Soviet interaction. A visit to Moscow by an 
Israeli consular delegation was agreed to, to begin in late July. 
Shevardnadze made it clear that while in Moscow, the Israeli 
consular officials will not be permitted to issue visas to Soviet 
Jews seeking to emigrate to Israel (The Washington Post, June 
10, 1988). 

*June 1988. The Israeli Cabinet, by a vote of 16-2 (the 
negative votes were cast by Ezer Weizman of the Alignment Party 
and Yitzhak Peretz of Shas), decided on June 19 that Jews who 
receive exit visas from the Soviet Union to Israel should arrive 
directly in Israel. Thus, Jews leaving the Soviet Union will 
pick up their entry visas at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest, 
Romania and proceed directly to Israel (Jerusalem Domestic 
Radio Service, June 19, 1988). 

•June 1988. Morris B. Abram, Chairman of the National 
Conference on Soviet Jewry, issued a statement on the Israeli 
Cabinet decision concerning emigration from the USSR. "The 
action of the Israeli Cabinet is a welcome and positive response 
to recent changes in Soviet emigration policy," Abram said. "The 
new Israeli procedure reaffirms the principle of free choice in 
emigration: Jewish emigrants who wish to emigrate to the United 
States and Canada should be able to do so by applying to the 
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embassies of those countries in Moscow after receiving 
invitations from their family members." 

•June 1988. Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov said that Moscow agreed with the United States in 
opposing Israeli moves to make Soviet Jewish emigres settle in 
Israel. Gerasimov said that al though Israel's intentions were 
unclear, Moscow supported the position taken · by U.S. State 
Department spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley. Gerasimov quoted Oakley 
as saying, "that if we stand in favor of freedom of movement, we 
cannot dictate to people where they go " (Reuters, June 21, 
1988). 

•June 1988. Columnists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 
commented on the implication for Soviet Jews of the regulations 
proposed by I. N. s. in April. "The new regulations . . . " wrote 
Evans and Novak, "would keep the 'political refugee' door open 
for soviet Jews to come here even if they are sent to Israel 
first. Today Soviet Jews flown to Israel automatically lose 
their 'refugee' status. If they want to see the Statue of 
Liberty, they have a long wait in Israel before getting on the 
regular U.S. immigration quota for Israelis" (Chicago Sun-Times, 
June 27, 1988). 

*June 1988. Reports surfaced of a "deal" between Israel and 
the Romanian Government, according to which Israel will pay 
Romania between $70,00 and $80,000 for each Soviet Jewish 
immigrant passing through its territory on the way to Israel. 
The payments would be made by the United Jewish Appeal and from 
donations raised for this purpose. It also was reported that 
Simcha Dinitz, chairman of the Jewish Agency and World Zionist 
Organization Executive, flew to Romania to wrap up the deal. 
Romania, according to this report, will also be granted "special 
trade arrangements," whereby Romania would be able to export wood 
and glass products to the United States via Israel, thereby 
benefiting from the tax breaks granted to Israeli exports to the 
United States (Ha'aretz, June 28, 1988). 

*June 1988. Israel's Prime Minister's office and the Jewish 
Agency denied press reports that Israel will pay about $80,000 
for every Soviet Jew who comes to Israel via Romania. The 
Israeli spokesman said, "all this story is baseless" (Jerusalem 
Domestic Radio Service, June 28, 1988). 

*June 1988. Representatives of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society (H.I.A.S.), the international Jewish agency that assists 
in the resettlement of those exiting Soviet Jews who desire to 
migrate to Western countries other than Israel, made it clear 
that they would oppose any regulations change in American 
immigration laws that would give refugee status to Soviet Jews 
arriving in Israel (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, June 29, 1988). 

*July 1988. 
stopped issuing 

The American Embassy in Moscow temporarily 
refugee visas to Soviet citizens seeking to 
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emigrate to the United States. The American Embassy cited 
financial constraints imposed by the federal budget as the reason 
for ceasing to issue entrance visas until October 1988, the start 
of the next fiscal year. This decision affects primarily 
Armenians but also some Jews in the Soviet Union who have already 
made their request for U.S. invitations. To accommodate growing 
numbers of Soviet Armenians and Jews being granted permission to 
leave, the U.S. Government had agreed to double the FY 1988 
refugee ceiling for the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe, from 15,000 
to 30,000. At the same time, however, no additional funds for 
processing were requested. The Administration believed it could 
successfully process the larger number by reducing per capita 
processing costs, thus stretching existing funds. The estimated 
shortfall needed to resume processing in Moscow until October 1, 
the beginning of FY 1989, is $8 million. 

*July 1988. The United States Embassy in Moscow announced 
that it would resume processing the visa applications of Soviet 
citizens whose efforts to gain permanent entry to the U. s. in 
America had been temporarily thwarted due to a lack of state 
Department funds. This decision applies most immediately to 
about 400 Soviets who had been stranded in Moscow after the state 
Department's July 1 decision, leaving their jobs and apartments 
in the expectation that their U.S. visas would be issued right 
away. The mission also said it would "seek every possible means 
to facilitate," the timely departure for the United States of 
3,000 other applicants for whom a "protracted delay does not seem 
to represent the same degree of economic loss or personal 
discomfort." In addition, the mission said that many of the 
prospective refugees or their relatives in the United States will 
now be asked to help pay more of the cost of resettling the 
refugees in America (The New York Times, July 17, 1988). 

•July 1988. Israel and the Netherlands agreed to disagree 
on the recent Israeli Cabinet decision concerning direct flights 
to Israel, and decided to set up a four-man committee to propose 
a mutually agreeable solution on new emigration procedures. In 
meetings with Dutch Prime Minister Rudd Lubbers and Foreign 
Minister Hans van den Broek, Israeli Prime Minister Shamir and 
Foreign Minster Peres suggested that a possible solution might be 
found if the Dutch only granted exit visas to Bucharest, and the 
Israeli Embassy there granted visas to Israel. Lubbers told 
reporters that there had been a "frank discussion," and that both 
sides found it "useful not to jump to conclusions" on the issue 
(The Jerusalem Post, July 19, 1988). 

•July 1988 . Visiting Dutch officials informed Israel that 
the Soviet Union had issued visas for an Israeli consular 
delegation to travel to Moscow. The Israeli officials will 
collect their visas in the Netherlands on July 27. Israel wanted 
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its representatives to be empowered to discuss exit visas for 
Soviet Jews and other major issues, but Moscow rejected such a 
role. The visas were finally issued after Israel agreed to 
confine its consular talks to "technical matters," such as 
inspecting the former Israeli Embassy building in Moscow (The 
New York Times, July 19, 1988)-
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Appendix A 
Jewish Emigration from the Soviet Union 

1965-June 1988 

YEAR TOTAL # TO # %TO 
EMIGRANTS ISRAEL ELSEWHERE ISRAEL 

1965-
1967 4,498 4,498 0 100 

• 1968 229 229 0 100 

1969 2,979 2,979 0 100 

1970 1,027 999 28 97.3 

1971 13,022 12,819 203 98.4 

1972 31,681 31,652 29 99.9 

1973 34,733 33,477 1,256 96.4 

1974 20,628 16,816 3,812 81. 5 

1975 13,221 8,531 4,690 64.5 

1976 14,261 7,279 6,982 51.0 

1977 16,736 8,348 8,388 49.9 

1978 28,864 12,192 16,672 42.2 

1979 51,320 17,614 33,706 34.3 

1980 21,471 7,387 14,084 32.4 

1981 9,447 1,758 7,689 18.6 

1982 2,688 734 1,954 27.3 

1983 1,314 387 927 29.5 

1984 896 340 556 37.9 

1985 1,140 348 792 30.5 

1986 914 206 708 22.5 

1987 8,155 2,072* 6,083 25.4 

January-
June 30, 6,017 840** 5,177 13.9 
1988 

TOTAL 285,241 171,505 113,736 60.1 
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*144 of these immigrants travelled directly to Israel via 
Bucharest. 

** From January 1 to May 30, 1988, 14 7 of these immigrants 
travelled directly to Israel via Bucharest. 

Source: World Conference on Soviet Jewry 

18 



• 

• 

YEAR 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

JANUARY-
JUNE 30, 

TOTAL 

Appendix B 

Soviet Jewish !migration to the United States 
with a u.s Invitation 

1973-June 30, 1988 

NUMBER TO THE 
UNITED STATES 

431 

551 

565 

660 

489 

439 

306 

205 

61 

15 

18 

13 

6 

27 

84 

1988 193 

4,063 

Source: H.I.A.S. 
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Appendix c 

U.S. Immigration and Refugee Provisions 

I. ENTRY TO THE UNITED STATES 

Under American law, aliens who enter the United States to 
live permanently are admitted as immigrants or refugees. 
Appendix C describes the refugee and immigration provisions and 
reviews the implications for Soviet Jews if they were to be 
admitted to the U.S. as immigrants. 

A. Refugee Provisions 

Section 101 (a) (42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
defines a "refugee" as 

(A) any person who is outside any country of such person's 
nationality or, in the case of a person having no 
nationality, is outside any country in which such person 
last habitually resided, and who is unable or unwilling to 
return to, and is unable or unwilling to avail himself or 
herself of the protection of, that country because of 
persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular social group, or political 
opinion, or (B) in such special circumstances as the 
President after appropriate consultation (as defined in 
section 207 (e) of the Act) may specify, any person who is 
within the country of such person's nationality, or, in the 
case of a person having no nationality, with the country in 
which such person is habitually residing, and who is 
persecuted or who has a well-founded fear of persecution on 
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
particular social group, or political opinion. The term 
'refugee' does not include any person who ordered, incited, 
assisted, or otherwise participated in the persecution of 
any person on account of race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular social group, or political 
opinion. 

This definition is entirely consistent with the definition of 
"refugee" under international law, specifically the Convention 
and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. 

Each year, after consulting with the Senate and House 
Judiciary Committees, the President sets the ceiling for 
admitting refugees to the United States. This ceiling is then 
subdivided into regions of the world from which refugees will 
come. The ceilings for the federal fiscal year (FY) 1988, which 
runs from October 1, 1987 to September 30, 1988, are: 
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• 

East Asia 
From First Asylum Countries 
From Vietnam (direct departure) 

Eastern Europe & u.s.s.R.* 
Near East & South Asia 
Africa 
Latin America & Caribbean 
Unallocated Contingency Reserve 

TOTAL 

29,500 
8,500 

15,000 
9,000 
3,000 
3,500 
4,000 

72,500 

* An additional 15,000 refugee slots were allocated for Eastern 
Europe and the U.S.S.R. under the emergency provisions of the 
1980 Refugee Act to accommodate the unexpectedly large outflow of 
Soviets, primarily Armenians. These additional 15,000 slots 
included the 4,000 unallocated contingency reserve, thus making 
the new FY88 total ceiling 83,500. 

Because there are always more refugees in the world than 
available U.S. numbers, the State Department has developed a 
"priority" system to determine which refugees shall be admitted. 
The six priority categories are as follows: 

• Compelling Concern/Interest: Exceptional cases (A) of 
refugees in immediate danger of loss of life and for whom 
there appears to be no alternative to resettlement in the 
United States; or (B) of refugees of compelling concern to 
the United States, such as former or present political 
prisoners and dissidents. 

• Former U.S. Government Employees: Refugees employed by the 
U.S. Government for at least one year prior to the claim for 
refugee status. This category also includes persons who are 
not official U.S. Government employees but for at least one 
year were so integrated into U.S. Government offices as to 
have been in effect and appearance U.S. Government 
employees . 

• Family Reunification: Refugees who are spouses, unmarried 
daughters, or parents of persons in the United States. (The 
status of the anchor relative in the United States must be 
one of the following: U.S. citizen, lawful permanent 
resident alien, refugee, or asylee.) 

• other Ties to the United states: (A) Refugees employed by 
U.S. foundations, U.S. voluntary agencies or U.S. business 
firms for at least one year prior to the claim for refugee 
status; and (B) refugees trained in the United States or 
abroad under U.S. auspices. 

• Additional Family Reunification: Refugees who are: (A) 
married sons or married daughters of persons in the United 
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states; (B) unmarried siblings of persons in the United 
States; (C) married siblings of persons in the United 
states; (D) grandparents of persons in the United States; 
(E) grandchildren of persons in the United States; or (F) 
more distant related individuals who are part of the family 
group and dependent on the family for support. 

• Otherwise of National Interest: Other refugees in specified 
regional groups whose admission is in the national interest. 

After the refugee arrival ceilings are established, the 
State Department uses the above priority categories to determine 
which refugees from which countries can be considered for 
admission to the United States. (Consistent with the U.S. 
Government's commitment, Soviet Jews are processed under all six 
priorities.) 

B. Immigration Provisions 

Immediate relatives (parents, spouses and minor children) of 
U.S. citizens are eligible to enter the U.S. without numerical 
limitation. All other potential immigrants are subject to a 
worldwide annual ceiling of 270,000 and a single country 
limitation of 20,000, as well as a preference system which 
further limits those who can enter the United States. The 
preferences are as follows: 

• First Unmarried adult children of U.S. citizens; 

• Second Spouses and unmarried children of lawful 
permanent residents; 

• Third Members of the professions or persons of 
exceptional ability in the sciences and arts 

• Fourth - Married children of U.S. citizens 

• Fifth - Siblings of adult U.S. citizens 

• sixth - Skilled and unskilled workers in short supply 

The law then assigns a percentage of the overall annual 
ceiling to each of the preferences. As a result, waiting 
periods often develop for each of the preferences. Currently 
there is no waiting period for the first and fourth preference. 
The current waiting periods are: 

First: 
Second: 
Third: 
Fourth: 
Fifth: 
Sixth: 

none 
1 year, 3 months 
7 months 
none 
5 years, 6 months 
1 year, 6 months 
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C. Implications for Soviet Jews• Ability to Enter the United 
States 

If Soviet Jews could not enter the United States as 
refugees, far fewer would be able to enter at all. And many of 
those who could enter would have to wait considerable periods of 
time before they were able to do so. 

The family relationships on which Soviet Jewish refugee 
status are based are much broader than those available under the 
immigration system. Compare the third and fifth refugee 
priorities for families with the family reunification immigration 
preferences. Under the latter, siblings are the most distant 
relatives who can qualify, whereas the definition is much broader 
for refugees. Furthermore, under the refugee system, the U. s. 
"anchor" relatives do not have to be either U. s. citizens or 
lawful permanent residents: They can themselves be refugees or 
political asylees. 

The only basis under which Soviet Jews could enter the U.S. 
as immigrants (if they were not considered refugees and if they 
did not have at least a brother or sister who was a U.S. citizen) 
would be through the third and sixth, labor-related, preferences. 
Entering the U.S. through these preferences is a very complicated 
and time-consuming process, with very limited applicability. 

Finally, the backlogs in the second and fifth immigration 
preferences and the requirement that U.S. relatives must be U.S. 
citizens (or lawful permanent residents for the second 
preference) will increase significantly the time families must 
wait to be reunited. It normally takes six to seven years to 
acquire U.S. citizenship. 

II. RESETTLEMENT BY JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

A wide range of publicly-funded services are available for 
refugee resettlement through state and local governments and 
voluntary agencies. The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (H.I.A.S.) 
receives per capita grants from the State Department, a major 
portion of which are passed on to local Jewish communities, 
specifically for the initial, 30-day reception and placement of 
refugees. The Council of Jewish Federations (C.J.F.) administers 
an annual grant from the Health and Human Services Department to 
assist local Jewish communities in their resettlement efforts 
once the initial 30-day period is completed. After the initial 
30-day period. These federal funds are provided on a matching 
basis. The Jewish community provides approximately 50% of the 
funds used for resettlement, essentially matching the H.H.S. 
grant dollar for dollar. 

No such programs or funds are available for immigrants. 
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Along with the immigration petition, the U.S. relative of a 
potential immigrant must file an affidavit of support under which 
he or she assumes financial responsibility for the immigrant's 
care, maintenance and health care. For the first three years 
after arrival, the sponsoring relative's assets are deemed 
available to the immigrant. An immigrant therefore is ineligible 
to receive public assistance grants or Medicaid. 

Note: Appendix C was prepared by David Geller of AJC's 
International Relations Department 
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Appendix D 

Federal Register / Vol. 53, No. 88 / Wednesday, April 8, 1988 
/Proposed Rules 

Department of Justice 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 

8 CFR Parts 3, 208, 236, 242,and 253 

(Atty. Gen. Order No. 1267-85) 

Aliens and Nationality; Asylum and 
Withholding of Deportation 

Procedures 

Agency: Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. Justice. 

Action: Revised proposed rule. 

208.15 Definition of "Firm Resettlement" 

An alien is considered to be firmly resettle if he entered 
into another nation with, or while in that nation, received, an 
offer of permanent resident status, citizenship, or some other 
type of permanent resettlement unless he establishes: 

(a) That his entry into that nation was a necessary 
consequence of his flight from persecution, that he remained in 
that nation only as long as was necessary to arrange onward 
travel, and that he did not establish significant ties in that 
nation, or 

(b) That the conditions of his residence in that nation 
were so substantially and consciously restricted by the authority 
of the country of refuge that he was not in fact resettled. In 
making his determination, the Asylum Officer or Immigration Judge 
shall consider the conditions under which other residents of the 
country live, the type of housing made available to the refugee, 
whether permanent or temporary, the types and extent of 
employment available to the refugee, and the extent to which the 
refugee received permission to hold property and to enjoy other 
rights and privileges, such as travel documentation including a 
right of entry and/or reentry, education, public relief, or 
naturalization, ordinarily available to other residents in the 
country. 
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Appendix E 

JOINT STATEMENT ON "DIRECT FLIGHTS" 

We welcome the Israel initiative to secure direct flights for 
soviet Jews who wish to settle in Israel, and any positive 
response of the Soviet authorities and the government of Romania 
to facilitate this program. In order for this program to 
succeed, and to help maximize the largest number of Soviet Jews 
who wish to settle in Israel, it is imperative that the program 
for direct invitations from Soviet Jews settled in North America, 
to their relatives in the Soviet Union, be set forth quickly and 
effectively. The Soviet government has indicated its readiness 
to respond to such direct invitations for family reunification, 
between Jews in the Soviet Union and their relatives in North 
America. 

It is necessary for the government of the United States to 
continue to advocate for the stated Soviet emigration policy on 
behalf of family reunification, in Israel, and the West. The 
United States government should continuously urge the Soviets to 
live up to their own commitment to the Helsinki Accords, and 
other international agreements regarding the basic Right to 
Leave. 

American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
Anti-Defamation League of 

B'nai B'rith 
Coalition to Free Soviet Jews 
Council of Jewish Federations 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid 

Society (HIAS) 

June 8, 1988 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
National Jewish Community Relations 

Advisory Council 
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
United Israel Appeal 
World Zionist Organization/American 

Section 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Institute of Human Relations 

165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 

Single copy $3.00 
Quantity prices on request 



June 19, 1989 
16 Sivan 5749 

Dr. Gordon L. Geller, Rabbi 
8501 Ventnor AVenue 
Margate, NJ 08402 

Dear Rabbi Geller: 

Thank you for sharing your June 5, letter with me. As you 
no doubt know, your resolution is not consistent with the 
position of the UAHC Board, nor my persoftal onnvictions. 

Nonetheless, I do understand the point of view you articulate 
and I think it is important to debate and re-examine this 
urgent dilemma. 

With kindesq greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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TEMPLE 
EMETH 
SHALOM 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y., 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

DR. GORDON L. GELLER, RABBI 
8501 Ventnor Avenue 
Margate, N.J. 08402 

Office (609) 822-4343 

"A REFORM SYNAGOGUE FAMILY" ' 

June 5, 1989 

This brief but earnest message is to request your personal consideration and 

support favoring implementation of the enclosed resolution on Soviet Jewish 

emigration to be presented at the 100th anniversary of the CCAR this June 

in Cincinnati. 

It was necessitated by what I believe to be a well meaning but ill con­
ceived solution to the sudden and unexpected upsurge in Jewish emigration 
from the USSR. Namely, the launching of a separate fundraising campaign 

with a flawed funding distribution schema - 3/4 of which will be utilized 

to support and resettle 90"/4 of that exodus (30,000 - 40,000 this year) 

into the existing Russiam Jewish ghettos of½ dozen American cities rather 

than Israel. 

One can only conjecture that this decision was emotionally clouded by the 
sad spectacle of thousands of only recently oppressed Jewish families now 

languishing as free but displaced persons in Italy. Because the practical 

result of this so called "Passage to Freedom" campaign is their loss to 

the Jewish state and greatly increased risk of eventual assimilation into 

the greater secular or gentile American society. Dire plausible consequen­

ces based on the specious if noble sounding pretext of "freedom of choice," 

a myopic American cultural bias overlooking the many years these Soviet 

Jews were culturally brutalized and systemically brainwashed by pro-Arab 

and anti-Zionist propaganda. (See Kosharovsky article.) 

So that what should be a passage to Jewish freedom has thus been sacri­

ficed to the golden calf of presumed wealth and security, a direct cam­

paign development which represents a moral, psychological and historical 

blunder of profound implications, among others entailing likely irrep­
arable ha:rm to both Israel as well as the nascent Soviet Jewry itself. 

For the above reasons and several others specified in my dissenting 
resolution, as well as the supporting materials enclosed, I would respect­
fully recommend the following alternative plan: 



1. Priority negotiations between Israel, the USSR, and the USA 

allowing for direct flights to Israel from the Soviet Union 

of all Soviet emigrants, followed by a trial settlement period 

in the Jewish state of said Soviet Jews who would, during this 

trial period, technically retain their American status as 

"oppressed refugees" with the right to later settle in the USA. 

2. Reapportioning a larger portion of "Second Line Campaign" funds 

in order to facilitate better absorption of Soviet Jews in Israel. 

3. A significant per cent of "Second Line" dollars be spent in the 

USSR to "reward" the government's glastnost gesture while, 

at the same time, exploiting and enhancing the wondrous if 

nascent Jewish national cultural renaissance. 

4. The smallest per cent of "Second Line" money be used to clear 

the pipeline of Soviet Jews in Italy and reunite immediate 

families only in Western nations, particularly the USA. 

Should you have any questions or comments on this proposal, please 

feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Faithfully yours, 



JEWISH EXPONEN't MAY 26, 1989 

1· _ LOCAL NEWS/ 

• ~~~"~"aroi,Sky call for.~~~b~~~~~, 
~" otheE<poO~ { Kosharovsky asked . "What you'r~ -do-

The vast majority of Jews who ar~ , ing is allowing the Soviet propaganda 

~ ) m ine to make the choice,_and believe 
granted permission to leave the Soviet :.---- _ _ - ~ --- - \ 

me , thar--ma-cnine as no regard for 
Union ~re unable to make an informed 
decision ~net-n:r-imrnigrattt to 
Israel, according to well-known former ,../ 
refusenik Yuli Kosharovsky. / 

Kosharovsky, an engineer ajlo-rmmi­
~d to Israel M~~ 18 years 

and ~rst applying for an 
exit visa - is in the midst of a two-week 
tour of the United States, where he has 
met with several Jewish community 
groups, government officials and mem­
bers of the media . 

While in Philadelphia , the man who 
was commonly known as the "dean of 
Hebrew teachers in Moscow" served as 
the lead panelist at a Spring Action 
Conference at Har Zion Temple in Penn 
Valley. 

Other panelists at Tuesday's confer­
ence, which was sponsored by the Soviet 
Jewry Council of the Jewish Communi­
ty Relations Council , were Jerry Good­
man, former executive director of the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry, 
and LeonJ:,ipson, H.R. LJ!ctl~fessor 
of jurispr~e Univetsity. 
Barry Ungar, immediate past president 
of JCRC, moderated. 

Americans, the 47-year-old Koshar-
' ovsky said in an interview before the 

panel, form opinion~ed strictly on 
their own backgrounds. Howev~_ he 
adde ,.-' 'you can't apply the standards 
of ocracy to the Soviet UJ)ioil. 

"Info • n," he c -irtued, "is not 
made-available -to~ people of the 

oviet Union. You can" t-a5k--il-;)er~ 

who has spent a lifetime behind th.e lron1t· 
Curtain, who was manipulated by So-
viet propaganda, ~se freely ~here 
he or she wants ~ the 
Soviet Union." _,.,/ 

Thous~.ews· have re­
ceived-permission to emigrate in the past 

Former refusenlk Yull Kosharovsky se 

to counter Soviet propaganda about 
rael, allowing Jews to make lnfor 
choices about aliyah. 

Photo by Michele Frentrop 

few months; the majority have chosen 
the United States over Israel as their new 
home. 

Kosharovsky, who said he now lives 
on the West Bank but plans to move to 
Jerusalem shortly, said the Soviet prop­
aganda machine portrays Israel as a 
fascist state, filled with terrorist activity, 
a place where the intifada is constantly 
evident in every house on every street. 

Israel, the Soviet government would 
have its citizens believe, is a place where 
Jews are filled with hostility toward one 
another, be it religious versus secular, 
Conservative versus Orthodox or rich 
versus poor, Kosharovsky said. 

News stories from the Arab media 
outlets routinely find their way into the 
Soviet press, Kosharovsky said, adding 
that the only stories to be found from 
the Israeli media are those that portray 
the Jewish state negatively. 

"How ~t a ~on who 
h s never been to Israef,who was so 
bla tly manipulated , to make the right 

Jewish interests ." 

in the aneLdiscuruon, Koshar­
ovsky suggested t ish c ' munity 
activists initiate two-tie d ampaign 
on behalf of Sov1 • st, he said, 

e campaign should ma~rp­
on process in Israel m&rLattractive. 
e speculated that such bonuses as 

improved housing conditions and a 
better job market would help convince 
larger numbers of Soviet emigres to 

make aliyah. • 
The second tier would involve devel­

~op g a J~ndation 
C.Wi in the boundaries of the Soviet 

nion. 
~ed with Kosharovsky's 

approach, saying, "In the past, the only 
way to be helpful to Soviet Jews was to 
get them out of the country. Today, that 
is no longer the case. We stepped up our 
advocacy efforts when hope seemed 
darkest. Now that we're getting result,s, 

we cannot afford to become co~pl' -
cent. 

no tt~- th e 
who wish to live a decent Ii~e they 
are. 

Goodman said that he looks forward 
to the day when "the Hebrew language 
is recognized in the Soviet Union and 
not merely tolerated, when we no longer 
have to import certain books into the 
Soviet Union because we can print them 
there instead." 

He cautioned that although relations 
with the Soviet Union have improved , 
activists must never lose an opportunity 
to make a statement. 

"If we don't have a demonstration, 
Jet the Soviets know why we aren't 
/demonstrating ," he said. "They need to 

/ know.'' ■ 

I 
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Rose~'EWGiiGC"ks aid 
f S • t . , or ov1e · em1gres 
From JJ. GOLDBERG 
NewYork 

American Jewry's massive efforts 
to help Russian Jewish emigres resettle 
in the United States were "threatening 
the future of the Jewish people," 
Rabbi Dr Moses Rosen, the Romanian 
Chief Rabbi, said here last week. 

"Instead of spending $100 million 
on Jews who leave Odessa to move to 
Philadelphia and assimilate, we should 
spend it in Russia to prevent assimila­
tion," he said. 

He added that equal priority should 
be given to helping Jews settle in 
Israel. 

In order to save Soviet Jewry, he 
said, the Jews of the free world must 
get their priorities straight and act 
swiftly. He stressed that the time to 
debate whether the reforms of Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, 
were true or would last was over. 

Rabbi Rosen's blunt remarks came 
at the end of a 10-day visit to the 
Soviet Union at the head of an· 
international rabbinical delegation 
which included Chief Rabbi Joseph 
Sitruk of France and Chief Rabbi 
Yisrael Lau of Tel Aviv. 

'~4~ '.~,.1 
' •-;. 

Chief Rabbi Dr Moses Rosen of 
Romania 

The United Jewish Appeal and the 
Council of Jewish Federations are 
currently attempting to raise $75 
million in a special campaign to 
resettle Soviet emigres in the US and 
Israel. 

Rabbi Rosen said that he had 
addressed a gathering of more than 
2,500 Jews in Leningrad on Yorn 

Hashoah, and had told them that the 
"time has come to stop blaming the 
government. From now on, you stand 
on your own feet. We will help you, 
but you are responsible for your­
selves." 

He added that Soviet Jews were 
ready to establish Hebrew schools, 
cultural centres and a full religious 
life, but they would need massive help 
from the Jews of the West. 

Rabbi Rosen acknowledged that 
American Jewry, unlike most Jewish 
communities around the world, had 
no authoritative governing body to 
impose order among its institutions. 

Nevertheless, he said: "You have 
your Presidents Conference, which 
unites your voices on Israel for better 
or worse. The issue of Soviet Jewry is 
no less critical, and there simply must 
be one voice . With everyone coming 
in and starting his own programme, 
the Russians have begun to laugh at 
you." 

Meanwhile, the "New York Jewish 
Week," a newspaper linked to the 
New York Jewish Federation, has 
broken ranks with the US Jewish 
establishment and severely criticised 
the efforts to bring more Soviet Jews 
to the US. 



RESOLUTION ON SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION 

SUBMITTED BY RABBI GORDON GELLER, MARGATE, N. J. 

WHEREAS: 

1. in the wake of Israel's Six-Day war (1967)an heroic 

handful of Soviet .Jewish activists were inspired to undergo 

great personal sacrifice and suffering for the cause of 

aliyah to their Jewish homeland and thereby originated and 

wrought a modern political miracle, the first successful Soviet 

Exodus - now exceeding a quarter million of a u. s. s. R. 

national minority, their oppressed Jewish kinsmen 

WHEREAS: 

2. the ensuing and equally wonderous national cultural and 

religious revival of the Jews of Silence in the u.s.s.R 
was perceived, interpreted and supported world-wide as an 

essentially Zionist enterprise whose ultimate goal was,is, 

and remains their Jewish redemption and recognized right 

to settle in the Jewish state 

WHEREAS: 

3. following the widespread destruction of European Jewish 

civilization in the Holocaust, the State of Israel was 

founded and universally recognized as a refuge and comfort 

for the Jewish people, especially though by no means solely 

for its persecuted adherents, "to build and be rebuilt": an 

enterprise that was, is, and remains the principal raison 

d'etre of u. J. A. 

WHEREAS: 

4. aliyah today and in the forseeable future is an absolute 

imperative for both the security of the Jewish state as 

well as regional peaceful co-existence with its Arab 

neighbors, since Israel's continued military superiority, 

economic independence, productive settlement of the land 

and overall Jewish identity imply an increase of Jewish 

population 

WHEREAS: 

s. in a world where today an estimated eleven million political­

economic refugees are desperately seeking a better life by 

looking toward some different nationhood, world Jewry 

both morally and logically can only show a prior concern 

for the plight of Soviet Jewish emigrants on the basis of 



' ...... 

mutual and collective Jewish duties, obligations and values -

not solely universal human rights and principles such as 

absolute freedom of choice about where to live 

WHEREAS: 

6. moreover, because of the current world-wide flood of 

persecuted refugees from such disparate origins as Viet 

nam and Central America, who are risking their lives for 

political/humanitarian resettlement in the u. s. A. -

having virtually nowhere else to turn, 'our American 

government should and has necessarily become more selective 

as to the real motive of prospective immigrants: when, in 

starkly telling contrast, Soviet Jewish emigrees seeking 

entrance into the u. s. A. have a thriving free and 

democratic alternative, a Jewish nation and society anxious 

and willing to take them in 

WHEREAS: 

7. because of the Soviet regime'·s history, for two generations, 

of pervasive and oft-times violent anti·-semitic and anti­

Zionist harassment and suppression of Jewish identi~y, a 

majority of culturally brutalized Jewish emigrants no 

longer seem impelled by the feeling of "home-coming" to 

their Jewish homeland and choose to settle in the more 

affluent and secure u. s. A. 

WHEREAS: 

a. moreover, it is uniformly reported that these new immigrants 

further drop out of the American Jewish community as well -

practically impervious to substantive Jewish institutional 

contact thereby greatly increasing the risk of assimila-

tion of their children out of the Jewish fold into the 

greater secular or gentile American society 

WHEREAS: 

9. the community of 180,000 Soviet Jewish newcomers to Israel 

has, by and large, been quite successfully absorbed, for 

example, representing 3-4 times their population percentage 

of Israeli doctors and engineers 

WHEREAS: 

10 0 
arrangements could realistically be negotiated between Israel 

and the u.s. allowing for a trial adjustment period of 

settlement for Soviet emigrees who would still retain their 

· status as refugees from Communist oppression and thus their 

right to later resettle in the u. s. 



WHEREAS! 

11. unless the projected second line campaign of U.J.A. 
provides much larger allocations for the purposes of 
absorption in Israel versus resettlement in America, not 
only will even fewer Soviet Jews opt for Zion but the 
second line campaign itself will clearly signal a dis­
engagement of u.J.A. and the American Jewish community from 
1srael as priority Jewish concern 

12. only an expanding Soviet Jewish community in Israel can 
assure, via their own Jewish - life example in the Land 
of the Bible, that crucial cultural life-line for those 
many hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews remaining in 
the u. s. s. R., providing the necessary continuing link 
to their historic Hebraic and religious roots, in order 

to nurture and maintain the nascent Jewish revival in the 

Soviet Union 

THEREFORE, Be ~t Resolved that the c. c. A. R., on its 
100th anniversary, ... in __ ~onsonan_ce with the increasingly Zionist 
stance_of the American and world-wide Reform Jewish Movement 
calls upon the United Jewish Appeal to notif¥ and request, 
all its recipient organizations as well as the governments 
of the United States and Israel 

1. to adopt a firm policy reaffirming the State of Israel 
as destination for Soviet Jewish emigrants, with the 
sole exception of re-unification of families whose 
spouses, chi~dren, parents or siblings already reside 
in other countries, particularly the United States. 

2. to re-order financial priorities so that the greater 
balance of funds from United Jewish Appeal, including 
the "Second Line" campaign, will be allocahed to 
absorption of Soviet Jews in Israel rather than 
resettlement in the United States of America. 

3. that the gopd offices of United Jewish Appeal will be 

used to urge Israel and the United States to expedit­
iously-negotiate with the Soviet Union for direct 
flight from the Unioft of Soviet-S(?Cialist-Republics to 
the State of Israel o~ ~ll Soviet Jewish emigrees. 

4. that, in addition to the 2nd line campaign for purposes 
of absorption, United Jewish Appeal is also willing to 
speedily undertake another major campaign to provide 
funds enhancing the Jewish national cultural renaissance 
amidst those nearly assimiliated and silent Soviet Jewuh 
masses who,for the forseeable future,must necessarily 
remain resident in the u. s. s. R. 
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Why· Sovl~t Jew Should Emigrate To Israel 

By Dennis • Prager: . paae I 

There ls a very important debate taking pl~ce these days between the Israeli govern­

ment and major Jewish organi:tations in the Diaspora. It atl hjnges oJ- an event that all 

Jews pray witJ come about -- the exit or tep.s or thousands of Jews from the Sovlet 
. . 

Union. 

Israet believes that these Jews must come 10 Israel. Jewish teaders outside of Israel, 

In the words or B'nai B'rith International, .. ~elieve that Jews permitted to leave the 

Soviet Union should decide for themselves y.,here they want to live. Having been 

granted rreedom, they should not be denied fr~dom or choice ... 

To my ,njnd; this debate is a classic examf le of one in which both parties are right. 

I suspect tha.t few readers need to have the cliaspora Jewish organization position ex­

plained. The prevfousty cited words or B'nai Jt'rith's president, Seymour D. Reich, make 

the point tellingly. If we are fighting to liber,te Soviet Jews, how can we possibly deny 

them liberty? Moreover, how can we, 1ews f'hO ourselves have chosen to live in the 

diaspora, compel other Jews to make Aliyah? 

These are powerful arguments. But the)' are not as morally compelling as they 

sound. 

In ract, on tnoral, not to mention .Jewish irounds, there are at least as compelling 

arguments tor ensuring that many Soviet Jews JO, at least tor a trial period, to Israel. 

In order to understand this, let us first ~e clear about why we fight for Soviet 

Jewry: why : do we fight only for the liberatiOI\ of Soviet Jews and not for the Hberation 

or all Soviet citizens? 

The obvJous answer ls that as Jews our fir,t concern is r or our fell ow Jews a.nd for 

Jewish survival. In other words, the answer is 1ewjsh solidarity, not morality (though it 

(over) 

,. 2 
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Their desires to leave (Creedom) and oui reason ror fighting to have them leave 

(Jewish peos,1ehood) are not the san,.e; 

When a SovJet Jew ends up living in Ameriell or Australia or i:'rance and there lose! 

hi~ Jewish Identity, we have liberated a Sov'iof c_itizen, not a Jew. This is humane and 

certainty terriric ror that individual, but it is _pot Jewish and it is not particularly moral 

either (why him a.nd not another Soviet citiun?). 

Since inoratity dictates saving all the opprossed of the Soviet Union and since Jewish 

concerns dictate saving Soviet 1ews so that t~ey may be rree Jews, the argument Cor 

glvlng Soviet Jews comi,tete freedom or choipe as to where they will live is therefore 

neither tuJJy moral nor Jewish. 

Moral and Jewish considerations both dicta.te that if we are to save Soviet Jews and 

no other Soviet cttizen!, we ensure as best· as ~cssible that the Sovlet Jew becomes a rree 

Jew, The best way by far Is to have SovJet IfWS go to Israel. The ne,tt best wty is to 

work very hard in the dfa~porll at glvlng the r~rmer Soviet Jew reasons and ways to lead 

Jewish lives and_ to identity with rettow Jews. 

How best to achieve either goat is another subject. What is or immediate impor­

tance •· my concern here •· i~ that we recognlie that ~here Soviet Jews go the day they 

leave the Soviet Union is an integral a,art of ttie struggle for Soviet Jewry. While Cree­

dom ror Soviet 1ews is our primary eo.neern, It ls by no means our only concern. 

l see no moral problem in Jewry's sayinl to a Soviet Jew, 11We worked to get you 

out or the Soviet Union solely because you arQ a Jew. You owe it to us to remain one." 

In the name or Jewish survival (we need Jewa to stay Jewish), Israel's survival (Tsraet 

need! more Je~). and even Jn the name or n,()ratity, we do have the right to work ror 

Soviet Jewry's exodus to Israel. 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

June 14, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of $5,000 as your membership dues 

for 1988. On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would 
personally like to thank your agency for its support. 

Because of your commitment, we have been able to rescue over 300,000 

Soviet Jews. While we rejoice at the encouraging news of recent events, 

we must neither forget the tens of thousands who choose to remain, the 
right to live freely as Jews, to practice their religion, and enjoy the rebirth 

of their cultural heritage. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

SSC:ag 

cc: Betty Golomb 
Albert Vorspan 
Fred Cohen 

A coalition of forty-seven national organizations and over three hundred local community councils and federations 

New York Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907. New York, N. Y 10016 • (212 ) 679-6122 • Fox: (212 ) 686-1193 • Telex: 237311 NCSJ 

Washington Office: 1522 K Street, N. W , Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005 • (202 ) 898-2500 • Fox: (202 ) 898-0822 
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APR 24 '89 9:00 

Cantrall!! w 
Sy ... .L--c.'X 

FROM CENTRAL S YNAGOGUE 

Rabbi Alexander Schind ier 
Union of American Heb r ew t ongregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 1002 1 

Dear Al ex , 

12'! F.a,t 5!'; "tr·• 
New York ~ v 10022 
TEmplmor, ··r,, 

Stanley M 0 ,4vtdr 
Ra!)O, 

cfa 

This is the final dra ~ t of the lette r wh ich will goo r 
under our Aignatures . Pl~ ~se notify me i f you have any 
further sugg~stions f or te x t alterat i on. If I do not 
hear from you by Tues da y a f ternoon, April 25, . ~~ w~l l o 
ahead with the enclos .d t• %t ■ 

Many 

PAGE.002 

. 1 Jia! .. J ..... .. . . . . . :::·:~:-.... .. ............... . 
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Dear 

Thasa are heady times for Ri l of us who have work d so ~an ? ar • 
to secure basic human righc$ for Jews in the Soviet Union. 
including freedom of wor sh i p a ' the ri&ht to em igra te 1 f - e y s o 
choose. 

All indications sre th~ t a new wave of Soviet Jewish em1 ration 
is upon us. Now is th e time to prepare for that wave. 

We are writing to urge you to participate in the spe c ial cR~pai gn 
by I&raal Bonds to ane.o u ra. , R Soviet: J ews to settl -tn. Isra~l. 

Soviet Jews know only .he nP- gat1ve imAge o Israel ~ro a at~d b y 
the Sovi~t media. Wha thr IA r a el Bond effort of an ttP _ trA on d 
£or Soviet Jewry " seek;; to do is to '.llobilize a ma s i v inf11s io n 
of add itional Bond inv~stments in order to provid a tt e c t ~v e 
hous i ng and jobs for s~viet J~w1 sh aTrivats -- ani . o· dc ir. wi th 
such dra.mat i c impact: t "l at i. t w:I J.1 influence t:h e choice of 
destination being m~de ~i ght n ow by t ns of th ous~nrls n J R1 s who 
are on the point of leaving the Soviet Union. 

We urge you and your l ay lead~rship to begin cons i d e rin 
immediately ~ays of involv i ng your cong re gants inti hi t }ric 
challenge. We must no t fa ; l to grasp this unique opportun_~ y to 
meet our obligations t1 So vi et J ews and to streng t h n l crae l as 
well , even as we suppo ~£ U. J .A. -Federation 's "Passage Tc Fra ed om " 
campaign. 

By ae.beduling an event tn ou r congregations withi n ~he Le x t s ix 
to eight weeks for sal~a of I~rael Bonds to encoura e 
resettlement of Soviet ,J ew A in 1sraet, we will rilaf f i rm our 
commitment to the highes t i deals of Je wish moral r esp o n sib i li ty. 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
President , 
Hebrew Union College-

Jewish Institue of Relig ion 

-1· Rabbi Eugene Lipman 
President, 
Central Conference of meri c an 

Rabbis 

~-
Rab bi Alexander Schindler 
President, 
Union of America n H br ew 

Congregations 

Rabi Stanley M. a v ~d s 
Na~ional Chairman. 
Ra bb inic Cabine • 
St te of I rae o n 
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"'-il7\,J uw 
Centralttt w 
Synagogue 

Date: 

123 East S5 h Strut 
New York, ~ .v 1~ 
TEmpt,ton ,!,122 
FAX (212) 6-.4 -2168 

TELEC,JPY 'l'RANSMITTAL C VER ---·---------

(Company) 
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BBi ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGR ATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

TELEC0PIER COVER LETTER 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGE(S) TO: 

NAME: RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

LOCATION: KING DAVID HOTEL 

FAX NUMBER: 02- 232303 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 2 (TWO) INCLUDING THIS COVER LETTER. 

OUR FAX NUMBER IS (212) 570-0895 

WE ARE SENDING FROM A FAX PHONE 20 

If you do not receive all of the pages, please call our office 

number and the noted extension immediately. Thank you. 

UAHC . - (212) 249-0100 Extension: 210 or 211 

June 27, 1988 
DATE: 12 Tammuz 5748 

TIME: 4:45 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

,,n~N 
nni1'~ 

.nr.,,p,nr.:, 
i'1i'',t.:1N:t 

I MEMORANDUM I 

Vorspan's Office 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

According to Myra Shein baum , the NCSJ a bso 1 utel y supports • Israel I s 
Cabinet decision to eliminate drop out opposition for Russian Jews. This 
was voted on at a Board of Governors meeting in Wash. DC on 5/2. I don't 
believe there was UAHC representation. I can't reach Betty Golomb. Glenn 
Stein doesn't recall sending an intern . I doubt there was representati:on. 
SUbsequent to that meeting, a joint statement was issued on June 8 about 
a two track s~.jtem: sending So t Jews to Israel, sending Soviet Jews to 
the US. On J~ne 20 Morris Abram issued a statement. 

According to Myra, Morris Abram is currently at the Ramada Renaissance ,~-\c..fv~"'-U,V\ 
and he has the statement ( if you care to contact h~). 

)I"\ 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 



Rabbi Norman D. Patz 
Temple Sholom 
760 Pompton Avenue 
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 

Dear Norman: 

November 25, 1987 
4 Kis1ev 5748 

I'm delighted that you letter of November 23 reached me lefore the long week-end and my departure for Israel on Sunday night. I was excited by the stories you shared and am responding in haste only because time is short for me today and I'll not return to the office until mid-December. 
Thank you for the wonderful vignettes. Norman, 1 am eager to have you serve on our Task Force on Soviet Jewry. We had a marvelous meeting yesterday and some very interesting proposals were shared. I believe you will have much to contribute to the work of this Task Force. 
Al Vorspan 1s the staff member coordinating the work of the Task Force. He will not be going to the World Zionist Congress and I am therefore sharing your letter with him and he wil1 follow-up on your official ap­pointment o the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. I also want him to habe an opportunity to know the contents of your letter and your thoughts on this critical area of concern. 

With appreciation and warm regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: A 1 bert Vorspan ~ 

./--?P 
t__; i[JI" 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Ms. Jan Struber 
21 Longview Road 

November 5, 1987 

Port Washington, New York 11050 

Dear Jan: 

Unfortunately, I don't know the gentleman whose column you sent me. 
You are right, he certainly doesn't sound like a Jew, but, alas, we 
can not muzzle anyone. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

AS:jc 



21 longview Road, Port Washington, New York 11050 (516) 883-1512 



Hs. Shoshana s. Cardin 
Chairman 

January 4, 1989 
27 Tev~t 5749 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
----10 East 40th Street, Suite907 1 

New York, NY 10016 

Dear Shoshana: 

I received your recent circular letter requesting an increase 
in our allocation. Unfdrtunately, our calendar year runs 
July 1st-June 30th. In other words, our current budget is 
:a place and we can make absolutely no commitment for this 
year. Your request for an increase will be considered at 
our upcoming Budget meetings which will be considering the 
1989-90 operating;years expenses. I can make no promises, 
mviously. Much depends on the resources that are available 
to us. 

Cordial greetings and much good luck in your new endeavors. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ational Conference on Soviet Jewry 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler ~ {)N.J:i 

December 22, 1988~ 

' 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 ~ 

Dear Alex, ~ SEE--) ~* 
My election as Chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry ccurred at an auspicious 
time. Having just returned from Jerusalem as the designated U.S. representative to the World 
Conference on Soviet Jewry, and after my recent meeting with Secretary of State George Shultz, 
prior to his discussions with General Secretary Gorbachev, it is evident that a sea change is taking 
place in the Soviet Union, with many positive effects for our brethren. 

Because of your commitment, progress has been made. The news of the last several weeks seems 
encouraging, but much more remains to be achieved: the freedom to learn and practice Jewish 
religion and culture; the elimination of all forms of anti-Semitism; a formal policy of systematic, 
substantial and sustained emigration; and the legitimization of Hebrew as the official language 
of the Jewish minority. Looking back just a year ago, when I addressed 250,000 participants at 
our historic Freedom Sunday rally in Washington, D.C., I know how far we have moved towards 
our goal of rescue, redemption and rebirth of Jewish culture. We all know, however, how quickly 
the situation could change, and how much pressure we must continue to exert on the Soviets to 
keep them from slamming the doors shut and clamping down on our fellow Jews. 

At the same time, the NCSJ has undertaken its own reorganization, which will assure that each 

member agency, in good standing, will continue to have a representative on NCSJ's Board of 
Governors, who is eligible for election to the Executive Committee. Furthermore, you recall that 
as a result of the CJF Board of Directors' satellite teleconference meeting on June 9, 1988, the 
NCSJ was given the central responsibility, authority and accountability for Soviet Jewry advocacy. 
Subsequently, the Large City Budgeting Conference validated the enclosed NCSJ 1989 budget. 

The NCSJ has traditionally relied upon its member agencies for funding as well as policy formulation. 
In order to carry out the NCSJ's mandate, a significant increase in dues for our member agencies 
will be required. This budgetary increase was initially discussed at the recent meetings of our 
member agencies. The NCSJ is requesting from your agency 1989 dues of $ 8,500. 

I know your response will be positive. I am doing all I can to help, but I need your support . I am 
preparing an audio cassette which will be sent to you at the beginning of 1989 which will further 
update you as to both the situation within the Soviet Union and the progress of the NCSJ's 
reorganization. I trust that you will make this tape available to members of your membership dues 
committee. In addition, the NCSJ will arrange for a representative to appear before your 
committees' hearing. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Heutlinger, the 

NCSJ's Financial Director. 

Our purpose is clear -- to continue to work for those goals outlined above, and to say "Am Yisroel 

Chai." 

Cordially, 

~~ 
Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

cc: Executive Director 

A coalition of forty-five national organizations and over three hundred local community councils and federations 

Norionol Office: 10 Eosr 40rh Srreer, Suire 907. New York, N. Y 10016 • (212) 679-6122 • Telecopier: (212) 686-119J • Telex: 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Woshingron Office: 1522 K Srreer, N. W. Suire 1100, Woshingron, D.C. 20005 • (202) 898-2500 • Telecopier: (202) 898-0822 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 

Comparative Statement of Income & Expenditures 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

INCOME 

1987 
Budget 

Federation A 11 ocations $320 

New York UJA/Federation 60 

Constituent Agencies Dues 86 

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau(SJRB) 175 

Contributions, etc. 283 

Total Income 924 

EXPENDITURES(b) 

Pub 1 icity & Promotion 

Pub 1 ic Information & Education 

Consu 1 tation & Servicing 

01 im Lecture Tours 

Publications 

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau ( c) 

Po 1 icy Conference 

Pub 1 ic Meetings 

Washington D. C. Office 

In tern a tiona 1 Consu 1 ta tions 

National Committees 

General Administration 

Capital Disbursements/Depreciation 

Total Expenditures 

Surplus (Deficit) 

55 

89 

185 

14 

42 

155 

30 

5 

230 

49 

25 

30 

15 

924 

-0-

1987 
Audit 

$327 

45 

86 

225 

220 

903 

68 

50 

249 

11 

44 

130 

27 

11 

198 

74 

22 

40 

4 

928 

(25) 

1988 1988 1989 
Budget Estimated Proj. 

$400 

75 

98 

200 

224 

997 

51 

69 

200 

19 

52 

164 

28 

5 

270 

48 

29 

52 

IO 

997 

-0-

$350 

65 

91 

150(d) 

205 

861 

56 

65 

205 

12 

42 

149 

35 

5 

240 

47 

25 

52 

7 

Budget(a) 

$540 

85 

150 

200(d) 

275 

1,250 

75 

70 

312 

20 

67 

189 

33 

9 

286 

76 

35 

70 

8 

940 1,250 

(79)(d) -0-

(a) Does not include one-time transitional funding of $425,000 approved by the CJF 
Board of Directors on September 9, 1988. 

(b) See over for description of expenditures. 

(c) Includes disbursements of SJRB (Special Grant) for certain ongoing programs and 
activities in accordance with restrictions made by donor, and related goals of 
SJRB. In addition, part of this grant is utilized for the overall program of NCSJ. 

(d) $150,000 has been received from SJRB thus far in 1988; an additional $50,000 
may also be forthcoming from this source in 1988 but has not been included. The 
$200,000 shown for 1989 is also not definite as yet. 

10/12/88 
MH/#1/006 

NCSJ - A 
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENDITURES 

Publicity and Promotion - Keeping the issue in the public eye by disseminating information 
and highlighting special events through press releases, press conferences, background 
briefings and radio and television appearances. 

Public Information and Education - Responding to specific requests with updated infor­
mation to individual cases and developments in the USSR. This is done through mailings to 
member agencies and local community affiliates, including nearly 300 local Jewish com­
munity councils and federations. 

Consultation and Servicing - Includes NCSJ staff and officers' travel for briefings and 
participation in meetings, conferences and seminars, and meetings of the Executive Co­
mittee and Board of Governors. Materials, such as guidelines for · special projects, are 
provided through mailings and telephone contact. 

OLIM - A special project to use former key activists for meetings and lectures before 
local community groups. Includes international air travel from Israel, hotel and 
maintenance expenses, local travel, and the preparation of promotional m·aterials. 

Publications-- Includes the preparation, production and distribution of pamphlets and 
periodicals. 

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau - Division responsible for gathering, interpreting, and 
disseminating data on Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union. 

National Policy Conference - Annual meeting in Washington of national and local leader­
ship to analyze current issues, evaluate policy, and develop programs. 

Public Meetings - Public rallies and conferences, including sound equipment, posters, 
travel and hotel for speakers, special mailings, and rentals. 

Washington (D.C.) Office - Service as coordinating body for member agencies in 
Washington. Provides information and research services to, and as in liaison with, 
governmental and non-governmental agencies and the media. Involves Members of 
Congress in specific projects, including Congressional Wives for Soviet Jews and 
Congressional Coalition for Soviet Jews. 

International Consultations - Includes consultations with international organizations and 
national committees in Europe, Israel, Australia and South America. 

National Committees - Includes mailings, meetings and special projects for: the National 
Lawyers Committee for Soviet Jewry; the Business Advisory Council; the Helsinki Com­
mittee; the Council of Associates; and Operation Lifeline. 

General Administration - Operating overhead for the administrative functions of the New 
York and Washington D.C. offices. 

Capital Disbursements - Purchases of new equipment. 
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I MEMORANDUM I 

Rabbi Daniel B. Syme 

Mr. Al Vorspan 

Date 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Ms. Betty Golomb, Mr. Tom Hurwitz 

The Soviet Jewry proposal is excellent, and should be recast 

e "Wish Book" in the form we discussed. I'd delete the letter 

They really aren't necessary. I would, however, include 

materials in Russian we've already done to show that we're geared up 

to move. 

The program projected costs should also have 15% added for 

Central Services. 

One caution. Russian VCRS will probably not play tapes shot 

in American standard. That's not insurmountable, but more costly. 

Let's get together to review the proposal at your convenience. 

P.S. I've noted a few corrections on the original. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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ffiAFI' PROPOSAL FOR SOVIET JEWRY 

One of the most extraordinary events of recent history is the Emergence of the Soviet 

Jewry rrovement as a major symbol of universal human rights. Soviet Jews, raised in 

the harsh totalitarian climate of atheism and anti-semitism, rniracuously found their 

voice, managed to learn Hebrew, re-discovered their Jewish roots, and became an authentic 

Zionist movement. Hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews found their way to Israel. Aliyah 

the right to emigration -- becarre the effective battle-cry of world Jewry and its potent 

allies in the Congress of the United States and throughout the world. The right to leave 

continues to be the principle and urgent demand of the Soviet Jewry rroverrent during the 

period of Gorbachev's Glasnost as it has been for the past tID decades of fluctuating 

fortunes for Soviet Jewry. 

At the sane time as this ''Let 1-fy People Go" dem:md is sustained --..,. dramatically evidenced 

by the historic protest march of 250,000 persons on December 6 in -Washington OC on the eve 

rf'J of the 8ij:nrnit --- fresh approaches of all kinds must also be considered. One such approach 

~ was outlined by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union of the Arrerican Hebrew 

Congregations, at the 59th General Asserrbly of the Union in Chicago, Illinois, October 31, 

1987, in his State of the Union address . He said, 

1 1 Virtually all prisoners of Zion have been released. Indeed one of these heroes, Natan 

Sharansky, will be addressing our closing session on Monday night. Mmy other refuseniks 

have been given permission to leave and hopefully, the gates of emigration will open even 

wider. On the other hand, anti-Semitism in the USSR has increased considerably as 

reactionary forces are flooding the newly opened corrrrrunication cha.I1lhels with their poison. 

Beyond these contradictions , how-ever , the rrost significant issue of Soviet Jewish life is 

the one we speak of least: and that is the severe restraints upon Jewish identity, and 

the sharp pressures of assimilation that are placed upon the vast rm.jority of Jews mo 

will opt to rerm.in in the Soviet Union no natter how liberal emigration policies might 

becorre. Jewish education is obtainable in the Soviet Union only at great risk. Iosif 

Begun, freed last February, has again been denied the right to teach Hebrew, the very 

"cr:i.ne" for which he was imprisoned. Religious and cultural resources are next to nil. 

Yes there have been recent concessions to Judaism and Jews, --- a few rabbis trained in 
' Hungary, one kosher take-out restaurant, the publication of a Yiddish dictionary, and 

mirabile dictu, only a few weeks ago, the opening of a modest Jewish library for non­

refuseniks in a Moscow apartment. But such glacial progress will scarecely assure the 

survival of Jewish consciousness in the Soviet Union. Intermarriage, assimilation, all 
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of the erosive forces with -which we conterA_here in North Arrericai, are eating away at 
the vestiges of Jewish culture and Judaism in the Soviet Union. Add to these ingredients 
the ugly conm:mplace of anti-Semitism, and you have -what can only be called a forced 
assimilation. 

I profoundly believe that a liberal version of Judaism ':ould improve the prospects 
of Jewish survival in the USSR, even as Refonn has played a preserving role on these 
shores, and throughout the ,;.,or ld. 

I tested these waters on ny recent visit, as did Bella and Dick Hirsch, who travelled 
through Russia even while I was there. I concluded that -while it would be virtually 
:impossible to encgurage the fonnation of a national rrovem:nt of Refonn Judaism in a 
society that bars national religious organizations, there is still a great deal we can 
do to encotmage the development of a network of activist Jewish families in the liberal 
tradition. Such a network could use our educational and liturgical materials. Such a 
network could in turn "spread the \'JC>rd" along rermrkably subtle and effective corrmnicatior: 
channels that seem almost telepathic in the face of Soviet repression. 

On a grassroots level, Refonn Jews have dcne much for the cause of Soviet Jewry. On 

a1'.national level, alas, the burden has been borne essentially by one gallant lady, 
Betty Golomb. We require a vastly expanded effort in this realm. Hence, I call for 
the f onnation of a special movem:nt-wide Task Force that would address every aspect of 
the Soviet Jewish situation. It would press for emigration and for the religious rights 
of Soviet Jews. It would prepare the translation of liberal Jewish educational and 
liturgical texts into . Russian. And it would establish md provide services to a net,;.,ork 
of liberal Jews in the USSR. The tine has come for our Refonn movement to play a role of 
husbandry beyrnd mere protest --- to tend to the fragile shoots of a Jewish conscious­
ness that are seeking desperately to survive in a harsh and often cruel environment." 

A task force of rabbis and layrren from the UAHC and the worldwide Union for Progressive 
Judaism has been exploring this idea. Dozens of Refonn rabbis, in their periodic visits 
to the Soviet Union, have conducted seminars on Liberal Judaism in apartments of Soviet 
Jews. They have met with small groups of Jews -who have decided they want to ranain in 

their native corntry but wish to live a Jewish life. Unlike many -who have identified 
themselves with the Orthodox ''baalei 1''shuva" ITDvement, these Soviet Jews cannot accept 

Orthodox Judaism and desperately seek satisfying non-Orthodox expressions of Judaism 

Cu they can identif1a@_.2:_i~~ ~strates that, in every land, a rnjority of~ 
~ Jews will not he wjU j~ Orthodox Judaism. History also dem:mstrates that 

-whether this mass of Jews will assimilate and disappear is detennined in large measure 
by -whether or not vital alternative expressions of Judaism are available to them. 
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Pluralism is not merely desirable. It is essential to Jewish survival, even in 

totalitarian countries. 

Reality therefore compels a serious -examinat ion _ of the role of non-Orthodox 

Judaism in the Soviet Union. One does not have to swallow the propaganda lies of the 

Soviet officials to acknowledge that even if the USSR gates were swung open ccrnpletel y, 

millions of Soviet Jews v;ould not choose to ernigra te. For whatever reasons , perhaps 

even including the hopes generated by Glasnost, they will choose to stay in the land 

of their birth. A goodly proportion of these _people will have no real interest in 

Jewish life or Jewish survival. But some proportion of them will care. Of these, 

SOIIE -- who ki}ows how mmy -- will become Orthodox, partly because they are unaYE.re 

of any alternative, part~yJ~ecause of the effective work of the Lubavitcher IDJvernent. 

That will still leave a~fflervo:i.r of Jews whose Jewish future may well depend on the 

alternative Jewish options mich are rrade available to them, with appropriate books 

and films and educational materials to fill_ the imnense voi1 mich now exisits. 

Will the Soviet goverrnrent pennit us to do these things? They pennit virtually nothin~ 

now but much occurs anyway. In addition, if Gorbachev is concerned about the so-called 

''brain-drain", the way to cure it is not to lock Jews in a cage but pennit them, as 

well as ~ other Soviet citizens, to fulfill their religious and ethnic identities 

• within the Soviet system. 

How will we bring non-Orthodox Judaism . to the Soviet Union? Hundreds of rabbis, lay 

leaders, businessmen already visit Jews in the fO.,iet lhion. An informal net:vX>rk 

is already energing. (See letter from Rabbi Norman Patz, as Exhibit A at end) . W:lat 

is needed now is the development of materials and resources mich can draw these 

disparate efforts together. To aid us in the preparation of these materials, we are 

blessed with the participation of a Soviet ~~o emigrated to:, USA,enrolled 

at HlJC'L.ry and became a Refonn rabb~five"fefonn cantors~ erving in the 

United States~ grated from the Soviet Union. 

To give substance to this vision we need educational tools and resources. For 

example: 
1. " A Russian-language video tape of an inspiring 30-minute havura­

style Liberal Shabbat service, with a Cantor playing a guitar and lively 

singing, in mich Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky, Russian emigre, will lead the 

service and explain the essential elements of the service. 



2. Audio tapes, in Russian, explaining Liberal home observance 

for Shabbat and Jewish holidays. 

3. A Booklet in the Russian language, attractively designed, in which 

several Soviet Jews now living in the US, Canada, Israel and Western 

Europe explain how and why they found the ground of their Jewish 

identity· in Liberal Judaism. (See Exhibit B) 

4. Reproduce the CC.AR' s beautifully laminated cards for home obeservance 

in the Cyrillic alphabet for distribution in the Soviet Union. These 

cards deal with Shabbat, etc. (See Exhibit C) 

5. Develop materials for Soviet Russian children, drawing upon the 

curriculum of the Education dept. · of the UAHC. 

6. Involve Russian Jewish teen-agers in the carrp programs of the UAHC, in 

the US and Israel. Many youngsters from Warsaw pact countries have 

attended our carrps, on scholarship, in past years and efforts should be 

made to invite Russian Jewish youngsters in the future. 

These are beginning steps but they are crucial to the task of liberation of our fellow 

Jews in the USSR. Liberating those mo "choose"to rermin in the USSR from ignorance, 

alienation and assimilation may be as vital in the long\bi as physically liberating those 

mo choose to leave the hostile and repressive Soviet system. Internal aliyah --­

fortifying the inner Jewish life of Soviet Jewry --- is~ess dramatic but equally 

canpelling ~challenge ~ews of the free world. 

PRELIMJNARY BUIXEI' 

Items 

Film Service 
Audio home Observance Library 
Booklet 
Reproducing CCAR Hane Observance 
Curriculun Developrrent 
Carrp Scholarship 

Total 

·cost 

$30,000 
10,000 
25,000 
5;000 

10,000 
20,000 

$ l00,000 
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I El11PLE SHDLDm DF WEST ESSEX 

760 POMPTON AVENUE, CEDAR GROVE, NEW JERSEY, 07009 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
833 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

November 23, 1987 
Kislev 2, 5748 

(201) 239-1321 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. I want to comment on the 
Russian outreach proposal you made at the Biennial by_way of some infor­
mation sharing. 

Let me start with three vignettes. · In the summer of 1985, I was invited to 
address a group of Russian Jewish scientists. The topic of their choosing 
was the development of liberal Judaism in the West. I spoke for 2 hours, 
using the approach of Joseph Blau in Modern Varieties of Judaism. At the 
end of the presentation they -posed one question. How doyou draw the lines 
(i.e. the limitations on accommodation, experimentation); and I challenged 
them similarly: Since liberal Judaism developed in response to liberal 
conditions in the West, it didn't seem of much use for them. They needed 
a highly-structured Judaism to cope with the totalitarianism they lived 
under. Yes, yes, they said, we know about Orthodoxy. We are students of 
Essas. But we want to learn about other forms of authentic, non-orthodox 
Judaism. 

Second story. Naomi and I met Boris Klotz at Ben Gurion Airport this summer 
(we had spent a special day with him in Moscow), and again a week later at 
his apartment in the absorption center. In the course of conversation he 
said that he had not observed Shabbat on his first Shabbat in Israel, and 
when his 10 year old son had asked about the candles' absence, he had no 
answer. By the time of our visit, however, he had reasoned it out. It was 
because of the shechorim in the absorption center; you were either with them, 
or you had to be against them, and Boris couldn't be with them. Naomi and 
I said - you shouldn't let those mamzerim steal your Judaism. It sustained 
you in Russia. It should still. Create your own forms and make them work 
for you .... 

Third story: I told this story about Boris and his unobserved Shabbat to 
Dima Ioffe, (son of Alex and Rosa) for whom I had performed a religious 
marriage in Moscow. He arrived in Israel in February, 1987. When he heard 
the story, he shook visibly and said "for the same reason, I didn't have a 
seder ... " 

When I realized how serious a problem this is, I called Dick Hirs~h to dis­
cuss it. He volunteered to call Boris (which he has done). But if we are 
going to address the religious needs of these Russian Olim, we're goi~g to 
have to move institutionally. If we don't, we'll lose them, Israel will 
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lose them, Judaism will not benefit from their hearts and energies and their kids will 
t:e lost. 

, . 

For ihis reason, I spoke out at the grant steering committee to utilize the outreach 
funds that are not yet committed, for Russian Jewish outreach - meeting families at 
the plane, welcoming them at the absorption center, inviting them to Shabbat dinners, 
etc. We have the money; let's hire the social workers, rabbis, outreachers to do the 
job. 

When I spoke to Fred Gottschalk about having our rabbinical students in Jerusalem do 
this work as a fieldwork project, his response. to my regret, was negative. So too 
was Paul Steinberg's. 

David Saperstein and Stanley Rinqler, on the other hand, are already working on out­
reach programs. 

I get the sense that some of our leaders have vision and others don't. Either that, 
or they are not convinced of our movement's authenticity. 

I have initiated action on a second front-getting NFTB to have each of its member 
Brotherhoods to adopt a refusenik family. The resolution was moved by a past Brother­
hood president of my synagogue,who brought Boris Klotz to the NFTB national board 
meeting in Chicago to stimulate commitment to the project. 

Next, on the basis of these stories and after a wonderful confirmation retreat which 
featured 20 year old Boris Freidlin (arrived from Moscow in June 1987; father part 
of that liberal/Essas study group), as a values resource, I have suggested to Paul 
Reichenbach that all NFTY Israel trips have a meeting with Russian peers as a program­
matic element, and as an experimental pilot, that my group of confirmands have one 
Russian kid travel with them in Israel ( I will underwrite the land cost for him/her). 
Such a project obviously has 2 purposes: to expose our kids to another reality factor 
in Jewish life and to introduce a Russian kid to our viable form of non-orthodox 
Judaism - a great dual bridge builder. 

Finally, I am planning to convene, under the aegis of the UJA Rabbinic Cabinet, a 
conference on rabbinic travel to the Soveit Union. Its purpose will be to encourage, 
coordinate and improve: the quality of rabbinic visits. If all the "stars" are per­
mitted to emigrate, those remaining will urgently need our help in reorganizing their 
teaching and learning patterns. A second purpose will be to network rabbis who are 
visiting, for continuity. Finally, we want to examine curricular resources, to better 
help Russian Jews learn about not only Judaism but Jews in the 20th century. 

For this conference we're up to our third nlanninq meeting. We will have informal 
endorsements across the board. Our target date for the ·confe~ence to take 
place is late January of early February. 

Clearly, the focus of this note is to second your verbal initiative, particularly with 
regard to Russian Jewry in Russia and Israel, but not those in the U.S.A. That demands 
another kind of attention. I'm very interested in your response to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Norman R. Patz 
Rabbi 



.. 



l 
,J 

Congregation Emanu El 
1500 Sunset Boulevard 
Houston, Texas noos 
(713) 529-5TT1 

November 25, 1987 

Mr. Albert Vorspan 
Vice President - UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
N.Y., N.Y. 10021 

Dear Al, 
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Rabbi Judith Z. Abrams 

It was a pleasure to speak with you today and to see you 
yesterday, at the meeting of the Task Force on Soviet 
Jewry. As you requested, I am sending you the CCAR's 
estimates on reproduction of the three laminated cards 
for home observance, which were mentioned at our 
meeting. These cards which contain services for Kabalat 
Shabbat, Birkat Hamazon and Havdallah, would cost 
approximately $6,000 to $7,000 to produce in the Cyrillic 
alphabet. This represents 5,000 complete sets of three, 
worth 15,000 total cards. I hope that the Union and the 
Conference work together and split the cost of 
production. 

Please let me know if and when funding becomes available 
so that I may begin to work on the project. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Abrams 
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UAHC TASK FORCE ON SOVIEI' JEWRY _,.,,,.,..,) 

Minutes of ~eting :~Zli, 1987 

ATTENDANCE 

Betty Golomb; Chair 

Rabbi Judith Abrams; Houston, TX 
Rabbi Richard Agler; Boca Raton, FL 
Rabbi Stanley Davids; NYC 
01anna Friend; Msnhasset, NY 
Neil Gosman; St. Paul , MN. 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch; Jerusalem 

Ariel Perelrrn.iter; NFI'S 
Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky; Oak Ridge, TN 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler; UAHC (p/ t: ) 
Marsha Slivka; Toronto 
Rabbi Mark Staitrnan; Pittsburgh 
Al Vorspan; UAHC 

Betty Golanb weclomed the Conmittee, reviwed its charge from the UAHC and 
introduced Rabbi Alexander Schindler to elaborate on the recorrmendation he 
rrade at the General Assembly in Chicago. In his presidential message, Rabbi 
Schindler said: 

"On a grassroots level, Reform Jews have done much for the cause of Soviet 
Jewry .. We require a vastly expanded effort in this realm. Hence, I call 
for the forrmtion of a special rroverrent-wide Task Force that woulr< address 
every aspect of the Soviet Je,;.iish situation. It would press for emigration 
and for the religious rights of Soviet Jews. It would prepare the translation of 
liberal Jewish educational and liturgical texts into Russian. And it would 
establish and provide services to a network of liberal Jews in the USSR. The 
time has come for our Reform rwvement to play a role of husbandry beyond mere 
protest-·--:- to tend to the fragile shoots of a Jewish consciousness that are 
seeking desperately to survive in a harsh and often cruel environment." 

Expanding on these reconmendatirns, Rabbi Schindler hoped that an infonnal 
network of Progressive Jews might be developed in the Soviet Union, even while 
we continue- to press for increased emigration. M::>st Jews will remain in the 
Soviet Union no natter what. What can we, as Reform Jews, do for them? He said 
Reform, in · all lands; conserves Judaism for the large nunbers who cannot and 
will not choose Orthodoxy: "In any given situation in the rrodem world, the 
rra.jority of Jews will not be Orthodox." 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch agreed and added his view that glasnost is a double-edge sword . 
Some Jews will be lost due to the new openness; at the sane time, glasnost has 
also provided openness for anti-semites to come out of the woodwork in the USSR. 
Nationalism alone is an inadequate diet i •. for Jews in search of identity. He noted 
that the w1JPJ will be taking a substantial group to the Soviet Union in ~.larch and 
will seek to advance precisely the goals outlined by Rabbi Schindler. 

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky, a Reform Rabbi who emigrated from the Soviet Union, stressed 
the importance of a religious alternative for Soviet Jews. He urged that we proceed 
with video tapes of lively Reform services in both Hebrew and Russian ---one tape 
havurah-type service with cantor, guitar, choir and no organ and perhaps a second 
tape with a fonnal service in the United States. Betty Golanb noted there were 
five cantors in Anerican Reform Judaism from the Soviet Union. Cantor Elena Zarkh 
was invited to participate in this meeting and will join the Carmittee. 
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Discussicn ensued about the elitist aspects of video tapes. Some thought it ~ul d 
be best to utilize audio tapes which could be tmre widely used . 

. Rabbi Mark Staitman reported on tthe program of the UHA Rabb:inic C.ab:inet, which 
coord:inates travel of rabbis to the USSR, and urged that we cooperate with them. 
He stated that Rabbi Norrra.n Patz . is Chainnan of the Cab:inet and is eager to cooperate. 
Patz is also a Refonn rabbi. 

Rabbi Stanley Davids alerted the Comnittee to the risks :involved :in spearheading a 
Reform Jewish network :in the Soviet Union. How will we be received by the USSR 
gove~t and by the mainstream Soviet Jewry carmmity which has consistently 
disapproved of · efforts to build Jewish life :inside the USSR as imparing the delra.nd • 
for aliyah? Can we do both anigraticn and ne~rking? 

Rabbi Richard Agler suggested coord:inat:ing approaches by UAHC-CCAR.-WUPJ-ID.JC to 
build a Reform alternative. He said, based on his trips, that such contacts were 
already be:ing developed. What is needed is appropriate literature, materials, 
videos, etc. 

) 

Neil Gosman said we should be upfront with the Soviet author ities about what we are 
do:ing, avoiding an anti- Soviet tmld. 

Rabbi Staitman urged publication of a periodic li~t of rabbis who have been to the 
Soviet Union :in recent m::mths. Other rrenbers of the comn:i.ttee urged that we devel op 
lists of congregants as well. • 

Rabbi Judith Abrams proposed that we publish a book of "testinonials" containing 
statements of why various Soviet Jews chose Reform and what Reform Judaism means to 
their lives and identities. 

It was agreed that we should: 

1. Create a net:v.\Jrk of Jews :in Russia who are open 
to Liberal Judaism. 

2. Implement suggestion ma.de by Marsha Slivka that 
we assemble all :information of what our congregations 
are doing in twinn:ing, adoptions, visitaticns, etc. 
with periodic sharing. Rabbi Hirsch agreed to gather 
together Soviet emigrees :in Israel to discuss materials 
and approaches to Liberal J udaism. 

3. Examine existing materials lead:ing to a simple, basic 
bibliography which should be made available. 

It was also agreed that we should seek foundation fund:ing for: 

1. Audio tape for Jewish hane observance in Russian, with 
Zemerot. 

2 . Video tape of an appeal:ing Reform Shabbat service :in 
Russian, with Zanerot. 
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3. Publication of booklet in Russian of the liberal service which 
is shown on video. 

4. Booklet containing testimonials on Reform. 

5. Develop!IEilt of material for children --- possibly 
generated by Education department of the UAHC. 

6. Reproduce Cc.AR' s laminated cards for home observance 
in the Cyrillic alphabet. 

It was further agreed that we ¼OU.l.d price out all of the above IIEI1tioned. items, 
put the mmbers together in one package and go forth and apply for funding. 

Before the camri.ttee ~ets again, we will re-organize and enlarge the task force 
into a rrovement-wide O:mmissic:n in accordance with the reccmnendation made by 
Rabbi Schindler to the UAHC General Assembly. 
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r M. Schindler November 199 1987 

Attached are the notes taken at the post-Biennial Rabbis' Breakfast. They 
will be of interest to you. 

I call you particular attention to #2 in re the Baptists and the USSR. When 
our new committee is in place please bring this to the table. 

I will contact Jer.ry Davidson and Annette re #12 and want you to know I am 
doing so. 



Rabbi Cary D. Vales 
Temple Isaiah 
55 Lincoln Street 
Lexington, MA 02173 

Dear Cary: 

I 

November 16, 1987 
24 Heshvan 5748 

It was good to receive your letter of November 6 with two suggestions 
for the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. I am grateful for your thought­
fulness. It was also good of you to provide background data on both 
candidates. 

Let me assure you Or. Michael Dohan and Mrs. Judith Patkin will be given serious consideration for membership on this critical Task Force. 

W1th deepest thanks and warm personal regards. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Paul Menitoff 
fv/5. 



November ·o, 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I was delighted to hear your 
Force to address "every aspect 
I would like to recommend two 
serve on that Task Force: 

call for the formation of a Task 
of the Soviet Jewish situation." 
people from my congregation to 

(1) Dr. Michael Dohan. You met him on your recent trip to 
the Soviet Union and spoke of him at our Rabbi's breakfast. He 
has been to the Soviet Union two or three times and is thoroughly 
devoted to the cause. He is a thinker and a doer. 

(2) Judith Patkin. Judy is a past president of our 
congregation and serves as a co-chair for the Boston group, 
"Action For Soviet Jewry." I venture to say that Action For 
Soviet Jewry under her unswerving leadership has done some of 
the finest work in behalf of Soviet Jewry in this country. Her 
knowledge and her contacts should prove indispensable to the Task 
Force. 

Here are addresses and phone numbers 
them: Dr. Michael Dohan 

9 Berwick Rd. 
Lexington, MA 02173 
(h) 617-861-8747 
(w) 671-272-7787 

With all good wishes, I remain 

should you wish to contact 
Mrs. Judith Patkin 
27 Suzanne Road 
Lexington, MA 02173 
(h) 617-861-8539 
(w) 617-893-2331 

Rabbi Cary D. Yales 

copy: Rabbi Paul Menitoff 
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



BETTY B- GOLOMB 

Friday, November 6, 1987 

Dear Alex: 

The Biennial was 

Thanks again for your gracious reference to me and for 
strengthening the Union's position in support of Soviet 
Jewry. I would never have persisted for the past 12 
years if I did not believe the work was important. We 
will certainly gain more recruits to fight for the 
freedom of Soviet Jews as a result of your heartfelt 
charge to the convention. 

Even though advocacy has been the most proQinent role I 
have pursued in the past, my secret goal has always 
been to make Liberal Judaism available to Russian Jews 
wherever they lived. The limited experience I've had 
in the religious absorption of Soviet emigrees has led 
me to believe this was feasible. But, without wider 
acceptance and substantial financial support, little 
could be achieved. 

Now, with your personal experience and your public 
declaration, you have made my dream a distinct 
possibility. Together, we will be able to assure a 
religious renaissance. Through the offering of an 
option to orthodoxy and atheism, those Jews who remain 
in the hostile environment of the Soviet Union will 
have access to the vibrant modernity of Reform Judaism. 

Enclosed is a photo copy of the mailing by Edgar 
Bronfman for the World Jewish Congress that you asked 
me for. It should be very effective. Your intention 
to ask Mr. Bronfman for a share of the money for the 
publication of books is an excellent one. 
Moreover, the W.J.C's approach is one from which we can 
borrow ideas for our own fund-raising. 

With regards, 



"AUTHORITIES TO ALLOW 
JEWISH BOOKS INTO THE SOVIET UNION" 

Dear Friend: 

At last some light has pierced the darkness. 

After many long months of intense negotiations with the 
top Kremlin leadership, we have a remarkable opportunity -- one 
that has taken years to achieve. 

For decades Russia's~ million Jews have 
been cut off from their. religious and 
cultural heritage. But finally, the 
Soviet Union has agreed to permit us to 
bring Jewish books and other educational 
materials directly to them. 

This development is a "window of opportunity" that can't 
be ignored. 

We at the World Jewish Congress have worked for years to 
open up Jewish emigration for those who wanted to leave the 
Soviet Union. 

And while demanding freer emigration, we've fought to 
preserve the right of those remaining to practice their faith 
and keep their religious heritage alive. 

But it's often been a frustrating, thankless effort -­
until today. 

That is the reason for my urgent letter. 

You and i have an extraordinary opportunity 
-- to give Russian Judaism new life. -To 
help create~ "religious renaissance" for 
the Soviet Union's l million Jews. 

But we must act right away. 

Between now and the first days of Hanukkah, the WJC will 
complete the first phase of ·an urgent new program called 
PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA -- an "airlift" of Jewish culture 
into the Soviet Union. 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA is an opportunity for you to 
send~ Jewish book to~ Russian family -- with your own personal 
show of support. 

(over, please) 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
ONE PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 
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Basic religious books like the Talmud ... the Torah 
... and . essential prayer books. 

I can't think of a more meaningful way to support the 
rights of Jews around the world than to seize this opportunity 
to reach out to our brothers and sisters in the Soviet Union. 

Russian Jews -- representing 15 percent of world Jewry -­
have always been a special focus of the World Jewish Congress 

. and to all of us. 

Yet, if they are to remain Jews and pass on Judaism to 
their children, they must be able to learn about their history, 
culture and religion, while they are still in the Soviet Union. 

And, Russian Jews must keep in touch with their culture and 
religion for there to be hope for Jewish immigration to Israel. 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA will give them: 

the history books they need to teach their children 
about their heritage; 

prayer books, the Holy Writings of the Torah, the 
Talmud -- all the materials they will need to 
practice their faith; and, 

the intellectual writings that can help salvage 
Judaism from decades of political, cultural and 
religious repression. 

But we have our work cut out for us. 

The books and other educational materials must first be 
translated into Russian and then printed, bound and crated for 
shipment to the Soviet Union -- in and of itself an enormous 
undertaking. 

And, our personal escorts in the United States will need 
to transport the books to the Soviet Union, and transfer them 
to the WJC's network of Jewish religious and cultural experts 
who will deliver them where they are needed most. 

But in 50 years of history as the diplomatic arm of the 
Jewish People -- and defender of human rights everywhere -- the 
World Jewish Congress has faced greater challenges, and tri­
umphed. 

From our help in negotiating Germany's $36 billion repara­
tion payment to the survivors of the Holocaust ... to our 
exposure of Kurt Waldheim's Nazi past ... we have succeeded 
where others failed. 

I 

(next page, please) 
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To be sure, PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA will be one of the 
WJC's most ambitious challenges. 

But one we must accept. 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA -- like the enormously success­
ful tree planting projects in Israel -- will plant the seeds to 
ensure the survival of our religion and culture in the decades 
to come. 

This is a project that must be a top priority for the WJC 
and for concerned Jews everywhere. 

That's why your financial support is so important. 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA will require a substantial 
commitment of World Jewish Congress resources. 

And, because it involves hiring expert translators and the 
printing and shipment of enormous quantities of books, it will 
be very expensive. 

Right now our plan is to begin translating and packaging 
Jewish religious and cultural materials such as: 

* Text and Commentary on the Torah; 

* The Talmud -- writings from the Talmud; 

* A special collection of prayer books -- daily, Saturday 
and the Holidays; 

* Jewish calendars detailing major holidays and tradi­
tions; 

* Jewish cultural, educational and religious material; 
and, 

* Children's educational books, including primers for the 
study of Hebrew and Yiddish. 

But your support and that of other concerned American Jews 
is critical to the success of this unique project. 

You and your family can personally select 
one, two, or as many :books as you like to 
be sent with your show of support tog_ 
Jewish family in the Soviet Union. 

As you can see from the enclosed PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA 
reply sheet, you can send a complete Jewish Calendar through 
the WJC to a Russian family for only $25.00. 

(over, please) 
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For the especially generous contribution of $250, the WJC 
will be able to deliver a complete set of Jewish books and . 
materials: the Talmud -- writings from the Talmud, the Torah, 
prayer books, childen's primers and more. 

All books and materials relating to Jewish culture and 
heritage are in pitifully short supply in the Soviet Union, 
making complete sets particularly valuable to a Russian family. 

Whatever the number of books you decide to give, please 
sign your name to the corresponding book plate on the enclosed 
sheet. The WJC will place it in your gift book when it's ship-
ped to the Soviet Union. / 

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA gives you and me g precious 
opportunity to help preserve the}Jewish heritage and enrich the 
lives of 2 million Russian Jews ... - - - ,-

But we must move quickly. Our "window of opportunity" 
carries no guarantees -- it could close tomorrow. 

So please send me your contribution for these "books of 
life" as soon as you possibly can. 

We've timed the first shipments to arrive just before 
Hanukkah -- a time when our show of support will mean that much 
more to the Soviet Union's culturally-starved Jews. 

Please give a3 generously as you can. 

You have my heartfelt thanks for whatever number of books 
you can afford to send. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

ef~r t:1-a~±:::~ 
~~~:~dent 

EMB:zhn 

P.S. The enclosed note that I received from a Russian Jew 
should give you an idea of ,what this project means to 
Jews in the Soviet Union. He hopes for long-term changes 
in Soviet policy, but we have no guarantees -- the polit­
ical climate could change at any time. Please send me 
your gift for PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA today. 

-p~J. /)(;d. <t~eJ:ti:;:; ~Vt!:!/ Z ti--~, qr_~ ,dw,J au ~ Hu­
~ ;Jlf.~,() tF 



. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 

:;~: :{: ;;: : /~~~~(::: ~:. 
:::~~!:~~'~t=??fr?:f?:· 

/)wt, !Ir /3rw~~ ! 

. ·-: · · ··.· . . , ····· ... •. . . 

!{0~111-

. \:;:mi 
.• ,::::::::ill 

-;1::::J~! 
! <:::: 
: • : ~! 
I . ~} 

r .:J~ 
• \ 
. . 



~ ..... ---=..._-go.,._,,_,,.""""_,, _ ___ ,,.~ ~. -~;!.iVft--.... --.-----·-- ---------

' fo~ttJ,• PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA 

~-- v)~~·~ 
Ii 

G IFT 
1-{),V if' 

Dear Mr. Bronfman: D $ 25.00: Jewish Calendar . 

I agree! We must take advan~age of this historic opportunity to 
send these special books into Russia. My contribution in the amount 
indicated under 'T otal" is enclosed. Please use my tax,deductible 
gift to send the item(s) listed below to a needy Jewish family in Russia. 

and Observance Guide 

D $ 4 7. 50: Text and Commentary 
on the Torah 

D $ 72.25: The Talmud­
Writings of the Talmud 

Mr. David L. Golomb 
250 E. 73rd Street 
New York, NY 10021 

□ $ll8.00: The Talmud­
Writings of the Talmud 
and the Torah 

D $250. 00: Entire set of the above 

D Other$ _____ _ 

Please make your tax-deductible contribution payable to the W. J.C.and return with your book plate(s) 

and gift pledge form to our Washington office, Post Office Box 90400, Washington , D.C. 20077. 
Total:$ ______ _ 
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Rlbbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Albert Vorspan 

Mrs. Betty Golomb & Mr. Mace Levin 

/ 
July 7, 1987 
10 Tammuz 5747 

When I was in Israel I had a chance to talk to Dick Hirsch and his experience 
was not unlike mine. I refer of course to his recent journey to Russia which 
in magy ways was even more meaningful since Bella Hirsch speaks Russian fluently 
so he was able to reach people I could not possibly communicate with. 

He gave lectures on Reform Judaism in the Soviet Union and found a wide response. 

I would like to approach both the Memorial Foundation and Herbert Weinstein's 
Foundation (the Gerald and May Ellen Ritter Memorial Fund} asking support for 
the preparation of transl at ions of basic works and their eventual publication 
into the Russian language. 

Can I have a projection of costs for such a program? What I believe we need is 
a pamphlet on Reform Judaism which is less oriented to the American Jewish 
community; the translation of our prayer books into the Russian language; books 
like Edie Samuel's Jewish Lexicon and deveral key books especially for the 
younger generation. And Betty made what I thought was a good atiditional suggestion 
and that is that we prepare a modern Haggadah in Russian. 

Be that as it may, I would appreciate getting a proposal from Betty and Mace and 
from you of conese. for the books which we would like to translate into Russian 
for those materials which we would like to reprint. What the translation cost would 
be and what the publications cost would ultimately be. I don't know whether the 
Memorial Foundation and the Weinstein Foundation will come up with a great deal 
of money but at least we ought to have something for their consideration. 

Thanks for following this through. Obviously the sooner I can have the material, 
the sooner I can get started. 



Herbert T. Weinstein, Esq. 
300 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Herb: 

May 19, 1987 
20 Iyar 5747 

By means of this letter I acknowledge with pleasure the gracious gift 
of $5,000. from the Ritter Foundation towards thw work of the UAHC. I 
am grateful for your efforts in this regard and also convey my grati­
tude and that of the Union to the President of The Gerald and May Ellen 
Ritter Memorial Fund, Gerald Silbert. You have helped to strengthen the 
work of our hands and our hearts. 

With appreciation and warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Scgindler 

cc: Gerald Silbert, Esq. 



GERALD SILBERT 

PRESIDENT 

THE GERALD AND MA y ELLEN RITTER MEMORIAL FUND 

300 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

909-7708 

May 18, 1987 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union Of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

It is with great pleasure to enclose this year's 
check for $5,000 from the Ritter Foundation. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to confirm 
our luncheon on Wednesday, May 20 at 12:00 at the Harmony 
Club. I look forward to seeing you then. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Herbert T. Weinste1n 
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Mr. Herbert Weinstein 
Proskauer Rose Goetz 
and Mendelsohn 
300 Park Ave. 
New York, NY. 10022 

Dear Herb: 

March 12, 1987 
11 Adar 5747 

I hope this letter finds you we11 . It was a real pleasure 
being at the Temp1e. Dough Krantz is indeed a fine young man, 
and I am grateful to h1m for bringing us together. 

There is one minor matter relating to the Foundation Grant 
that eluded my attention, but which really should be 
specified 1n some manner. I speak of the payment schedule. 

According to our records, there are to be five equal annual 
payments of $5,000 each. I recall that the first dollars 
came in about this time last year, but heaven knows that 
memory should not be the basis of matters such as this. 

Therefore, I write to ask how you wish us to remind you, or 
bill you, in this and the successive years of the grant. We 
will be guided by your instructions. All I ask 1s that the 
check be sent prior to the end of our fiscal year June 30. 
That way, we will know to include the internship for four 
more years automatically in the budget. 



Mr. Herbert Weinstein 
March 12, 1987 
Page -2-

I look forward to meeting with you again 1n the not too 
distant future. Thank you Herb, not only for your 
generosity, but for the spirit that motivates it. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Sch1ndler 

P.S. Take it easy, save yourself the commuting strain between 
New York and New Jersey as often as you can. 
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March 17, 1987 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union Of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

ZOOI L STREET, N . W . 
WASHINGTON , O . C . Z003e 

TELEPHONE:{ ZOZ ) 486 -7300 

JON A . BAUMGARTEN 

ROSERT P. HUNTER 

DAVID C. JATLOW 

RICHARD H . ROWE 

ZOZ9 CENTURY PARK EAST 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 900e7 
TELEPHONE:( 213 ) 5S7- 2900 

JE,-,-REY A . BERMAN 

EDWARD J . COSTELLO, JR. 
THOMAS W . DOLLINGER 

STEVEN G . DRAPKIN 

HOWARD O. f'ABRICK 
BERNARD D. GOLD 

LESLIE S . KLINGER 

ROBERT V. ltUENZEL 
PAUL 0 . RUBENSTEIN 

ISO EAST PALMETTO PARK ROAD 

BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33432 

TELEPHONE:{ 305 ) 391-9700 

JOSEPH EROMAN 

ALBERT W. GORTZ 

4 ST. JAM cs's PLACE 
LONDON SWIA INP 

TELEPHONE:(01) 493 - 8913 

JERROLD 8 . KATZMAN 

Thank you for your letter of March 12, 1987. It 
is not 
as you 
Reform 

only 
have 

pleasurable, but stimulating 
helped generate my increased 

movement. 

every time we meet, 
involvement in the 

UJA Federation has asked me to serve on a committ e 
which oversees expenses of the Jewish Agencies. The committe 
was generated by a complaint from the Reform movement in ~ 
Israel that it was not getting its fair share. Clearly, 
this is something I want to focus upon. Given your wealth ( 
of knowledge in this area, I would appreciate having another if 
luncheon with you so that I may be briefed from the prospe ive ~ 
of the Reform movement in America. 

I would also like to confirm the Ritter Foundation 
I\} grant of which $20,000 is still owing. Last year's payment 

of $5000 was sent to you in the beginning of June, therefor 
the next installment will also be sent out in the beginning 
of June, 1987. 

Hoping to see you soon, I am 

Sincerely, 

Herbert T. Weinstein 

HTW/bv 
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I American Rabbi 
Warns Against 
US-USSR Rift 

1 
MOSCOW (AP) - An Ameri- f 

can rabbi on Sunday cautioned ~ 
those concerned about Jewish l 
rights in the Soviet Union agaimt 
"shrill" criticism that he says J 
drives the superpowers farther v apart. b 

But Rabbi Alexander Schin- ~ dler, president of the Union of c 
American Hebrew Congrega- e tions, added there still is much to 
protest about Soviet treatment of 
Jews. 

Schindler told the Internation­
al Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War that a recent in­
crease in emigration visas grant­
ed to Soviet Jews is an 
encouraging change. 

But emigration is still tightly 
restricted, and many Jews are 
denied exit visas on grounds of 
state security, he said. 

Schindler said criticism of how 
the Soviets treat Jews should not 
be silenced, but neither should it 
negate efforts to work with the 
Swiet Union·on arms control. 

"We will continue to raise our 
voice in protest for these in­
justices and many others. But we 
won't join the shrill voices who 
wish to sink Russia and Ameri­
ca ever more deeply into mill-

\ tary'confrontation. Protest and 
, peace are not mutually exclu­
-sive," he said. -

I • I Schindler spoke during a panel 
discussion on religion and ethics 

\ in the nuclear _age. 
Other panel members were 

. former University of Notre 
Dame President Rev. Theodore 
Hesburgh; Rev. Gunnar Stalsett, 

I president of the World Lutheran 
Federation and a member of the I Norwegian Nobel Prize commit- 1 tee; . and Gwendoline Konie, 1 
ormer Zambian ambassador to ~ 

-Sweden and the United Nations. 



Mr. Jeffrey Glassman 

June 9, 1987 
12 Sivan 5747 

Second Secretary of the Embassy of the United States 
Alperican Embassy Moscow 
APO, N.Y. 09862 

Dear Jeffrey: 

Just a note to thank you for all your many courtesies while we 
were in Moscow. You went far beyond the line of what was ex­
pected and we are grateful to you for giving up your day and 
for helping us in so many ways. 

My wife spoke to your father yesterday and brought him your 
greetings and, of course, our appreciation of your worth. 

The remainder ofoour stay was interesting. I did have a brief 
meeting with Dobrynin and a longer tn hour session with Arbatov 
but nothing of extraordinary consequence developed, so f didn't 
bother Hebriefing at the Embassy or, for that matter, even here 
at the State Department. 

Again my thanks for all your helpfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 
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Ambassador Jack F. Matlock 
American Embassy fflt'5c~w 
APO, N. Y. 09862 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

June 9, 1987 
12 Sivan 5747 

I was a member of the delegation attending the recent Congress of 
the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. 
i~hile I was there, of course, I took the occasion to visit with 
the Refuseniks and to speak to some of the leaders of the Russian 
government concerning this and kindred issues. Nothing of great 
consequence occured in these sessions and so I chose not to try 
to see you and tell you what I learned. Much if not all of this 
is well known to you. 

I do want to take this occasion to commend one of your associates, 
Jeffrey Glassman, the Second Seeretary of your Embassy, who spent 
a full day shepherding us about Moscow. His was a true service of 
the heart. It went far beyond what was necessary or expected and 
I just want you to know how appreciative I am of his good work. 

While I am on the subject I must tell you how very much impressed 
I was with the devotion with which the members of the Moscow Embassy 
approached the task of helping the Refuseniks. It was good to have 
my great respect for the Foreign Service of the United States re­
confirmed. 

With warmest regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

bee: Mr. Jeffrey Glassman 
Mr. Charles J. Rothschild 
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MAY 24-JUNE 7 LONDON AND USSR 

SUNDAY 
MAY 24 

THURSDAY 

New York to London --- TW #704 - JFK 7:55 p.m. arr. L 7:50 a.m. 

Atheneum Hotel 

MAY 28 London to Moscow - 11:30 a.m. Aeroflat (Economy) #SU 242 

arr. Moscow 6:20 p.m. (4 hour flying time) 

ROSSIYA HOTEL 

SUNDAY . 
JUNE 7 Moscow to New York (First Class) 9:45 a.m. arrive 1:30 p.m. · (6/7) 

#SU 315 (Aeroflat) 

Note: Ae n1 flat seems always to be listed SU so look for that .... 
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r WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGEON AND PEACE/INTERNATIONAL 
Draft Memorandum of the Governing Board Meeting 

Moscow, 31 May - 3 June 1987 

Provisional schedule 

Provisional Agenda for Committee meetings 

Provisional Agenda for Governing Board meeting 

\ ~~ 1;r--~ 4. Suggested allocation of Committee members 

CY 5. Suggested allocation of Leadership 

1. Provisional schedule 

Fri. 29 - Sat. 30 May 

Sat. 30 May 

Sun. 31 May 

Morning 

16:00 - 19:00 

Mon. 1 June 

09:30 - 12:30 

15:30 - 18:30 

Tue. 2 June 

09:30 - 12:30 

15:30 - 18:30 

Wed. 3 June 

09:30 - 12:30 

15:30 - 17:30 

19:00 - 21:00 

Arrival, optional tour and registration. 

Briefing at dinner time for all who have arrived. 

Visit to religious organizations, including services, as 
arranged by Host Committee. 

Committee meetings in three groups. 

1) Finance Committee 
2) Nomination Committee 
3) Review Committee 

Committee meetings in three groups. 

Combined meeting of Committees for WCRP V preparation. 

Governing Board meeting. 

I) Opening 
II) Reporting 

III) 
IV) 

V) 

Action Programmes for 1987/88 
Development of WCRP network and relationship 
Financial Policy and budget for 1987/88 

Governing Board meeting. 

VI) 

VII) 
VIII) 

WCRP V - Procedure for planning process 

International Council meetings/1988 and 1989 
Others 

Closing dinner. 

Thu. 4, Fri. 5, Sat. 6 June Optional tour and/or departure. 

1) A time of meditation will be observed at the beginning of and at the end of daily 
meetings. 

2) Optional tours will be arranged by Host Committee according to the advance request 
of the participants. 



-, 2. Prov is io11!:l l Agenda for Commit tee m@etings . 

Finance Committee 

I. R1 •v ll'w ol t' l nunr l 1:1 l rPport l or l9H6 

2 . Financial policy and budget for 1987/88 

3. Financial policy and budget for WCRP V, 

Nomination Committee 

1. Criteria for nomination of WCRP/International leadership 

2. Procedure for nomination of WCRP/International leadership 

3. Special needs for WCRP V leadership (hopefully involving the entire Presidium and 
also some Australians). 

Review Committee 

1. Review of WCRP I, II, III, IV and subsequent activi t ies 

2. Expectations for and style of WCRP V 

3 . Lessons for follow-up of WCRP V. 

3 . Provi sional Agenda for Governing Board meeting 

I ) Opening 

1. Opening prayer 
2. Opening address 
3. Welcome address 
4. Introductory address 
5. Adoption of Agenda 

II) Reporting 

1. Secretary-General's report 
2. Financial report 1986 
3. Youth report 
4. Regional reports 

III) Action Programmes f or 1987/88 

1. Prayer for peace 
a) Prayer day for world peace 
b) Prayer week for world peace 

2. UN presence and cooperation 
a) International Conference on Relationship between Disarmament and Development 
b) UN Day Symposium 
c) NGO Committees 
d) Other matters 

- 2 -
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3. Conflict Resolution ~. 
a) Sri Lanka . 
b) South Africa 

• . c) Middle East 
d) Other concerns 

4. Pence F.durnti.on 
,-

llu111u11ILurlu11 Al.tl ) . 
6. YuuLil Prugru111111es 

7. Other matters. 

IV) Development of WCRP network and relationship 

1. Development of WCRP regional and national chapters 
2. Liaison with international organizations of world religions 
3. Relation with international interfaith organizations 
4. Cooperation with the United Nations and its agencies 
5. NGOs, peace institutions and others 
6. Other links 

V) Financial Policy and Budget for 1987/88 
1. Financial Policy 
2. Budget for 1987/88 

VI) Decision making for procedures to plan WCRP V 

1. Date/ Period 
2. Venue 
3. Aims/ Objectives 
4. Main theme/ Commission themes 
5. Participants (numbers and criteria by category) 
6. Daily programmes 
7. Main speakers 
8. Pre-study papers 
9. Working language(s) 

10. Budget (itemized) 
11. Preparatory committee 
12. Host committee 
13. Steps for preparation 
14. Others 

VII) International Council meetings (February 1988 and January 1989) 

VIII) Others. 

- 3 -



Central Office 
225 Longwood Avenue 
Boslon, I\IA 02115 
U.S.A. 
(617) 738-9404 
Telex: 4430017 IPPNW 

Executh·e Commitlee: 

Cu-Presidenl.\: 

Bernard Lown MD 
Professor of Ca,di,,logy 
Harvard School of 
l'ublic Health. USA 

Evgueni I. Chazov JlfD 
Director General 
National Ca,diological 
Research Cenaer.'USSR 

Viu-Pruide,m: 

Karl Bonhoeffer MD 
Director 

• Institute for 
1 , Anesthesiology 

Koln University, FRG 

Rene Bruquel JlfU 
Co-President 
Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War, 
Argentina 

Lars Engsledt M 0 
Professor and 
Chief of M,dicine 
Karolinska Institute, Sweden 

Susan lloll:in I\IU 
Director 
National Institute of 
Hematology, Hungary 

bn Maddocks MO 
Associate Professor 
Faculty of Medicine 
Flinders Medical School. 
Australia 

Stcretury: 

John 0 . Pastore Ml> 
Asso..: ialc: Prufc: ~~01 
of Mcdidnc 
Tufts Medical School. USA 

Treasurer: 

Michael JlfcCally Ml> 
Professor o f 
Clinical Medicine 
University of Chicago, USA 

E.rtcutive Direclor: 

Conn Nugent 

ii 

-·-·-- ----------- ----------- --- -------

International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Inc. 

• We sha/f' require a subs1antiully new manner of 1hinking if mankind is to survive· ALBERT EINSTEIN 
' ·-....., 

TO: 

MEMORANDUMO 

Invited Speakers 
7th World Congress - IPPNW 
Moscow 29 May-1 June, 1987 

FROM: IPPNW Central Office 

DATE: 5 March 1987 

RE: Travel Arrangements 

We are pleased that you have accepted to participate in the 
forthcoming congress to be held in Moscow. Beginning on 15 
March 1987, representatives from Stewart International Travel 
will be contacting you to arrange for your travel and 
accommodations for this meeting. Our hosts in Moscow have . 
made available limited complimentary passage on Aeroflot as 
the Official Carrier. It is in the financial interest of IPPNW and 
the Congress to maximize our utilization of this contribution. 
We hope you will cooperate wherever possible. 

. 
If there are any questions concerning your participation in the 
program please do not hesitate to contact our office directly. • 

For matters related to travel and ~ccommodations, however, 
Stewart International, phone (617) 738-1575, telex #: 281493 
SINTUR, will expedite the answers to your questions. 

We urge all participants to begin now with the process of 
obtai_ning visas and travel permits. 

We look forward to seeing you in Moscow. 



Theodore Ellenoff 
President 

David M . Gordis 
Executive Vice-President 

Leo Nevas 
Chair. Board of Governors 
Robert S. Jacobs 
Chair, National Executive Council 
Edward E. Elson 
Chair, Board of Trustees 

Sholom D. Comay 
Treasurer 
Robert S. Rifkind 
Secretary 
David H. Peirez 
Associate Treasurer 
Mimi Alperin 
Chair, Executive Committee 

Vice-Presidents 

David B. Fleeman 
Miami 
Arnold B. Gardner 
Buffalo 
Rita E. Hauser 
New York 
Charlotte G. Holstein 
Syracuse 
Ann P. Kaufman 
Houston 
Alfred H. Moses 
Washington, D.C. 
Idelle Rabin 
Dallas 
Bruce M. Ramer 
Los Angeles 
Jerome J. Shestack 
Philadelphia 
Richard L. Weiss 
Los Angeles 
Gordon Zacks 
Columbus 

Honorary Presidents 

Morris B. Abram 
Howard I. Friedman 
Arthur J. Golaberg 
Philip E. Hoffman 
Richard Maass 
Elmer L. Winter 
Maynard I. Wishner 

Honorary Vice-Presidents 

Nathan Appleman 
Martin Gang 
Ruth R. Goddard 
Andrew Goodman 
Raymond F. Kravis 
James Marshall 
William Rosenwald 
Shirley M. Szabad 

Max M. Fisher 
Honorary Chair, 
National Executive Council 

Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti 

John Slawson 
Bertram H. Gold 

Ms. Edie Miller 

The American Jewish 
Committee 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022-2746 
212 751-4000 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I enclose relevant. 
biographical material on the Yuzefovich family in Moscow. It was 
provided to me by Nehemiah Levanon who has taken a personal interest 
in this case and has asked that Rabbi Schindler meet with the family 
during his forthcoming visit to the USSR. 

With all best wishes. 

Cordially, 

navid A. ~! C~~~ 1 

Deputy Director VJ 
International Relations 

DAH:tm 



NAME: YUZEFOVICH 

FAMILY DETAILS: 

Relationshi:e First name 
Husband Leonid 
Wife Ekaterina 

Glozman 
Son Mark 
Daughter Miriam 
Daughter Ilana 
Son Ariel 

RELATIVES IN. ISRAEL: 

ADDRESS: USSR 
Moscow 111387 
Bratskaya 25, Korpus 2. Apt. 133 
Yuzefovich Leonid 
Tee.. . 301-P141-

Date of birth 
3 Aug 1949 

29 Nov 1953 

7 Nov 1973 

7 Jun 1976 

29 Apr 1978 

4 Jan 1983 

Ekaterina's parents in Israel since 1976: 
Iosef and Evgenia Glozman, Neve Yakov 403/9, Jerusalem 97 350 

Phone (02)854633 

Ekaterina's brother: 
Vladimir and Irina Glozman, Givon Hahadasha, D.N. Harei Yerushalaim 

Leonid's Uncle: 
Grigory and Chana Yu:cfovich, ~eve Yakov 709/59, Jerusalem 



Leonid Vuzefovich is now in the third week of his hunger ~trike. 
The letter below was sent by a group of Jewish activists lll 
Moscow appealing to Gorbachev to let Vuz~fovich and his family 
go. 

11 3 Apr i l 1 987 

M.S. Gorbachev, 
SecrP.tary General of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU 

Dear Mikhail Sergeevich: 

We would like to call your attention to the dramatic situation of 
the Yuzefovich-Glozman family. This family has been trying for 
seven years to get a p~rmission to join their parents in Israel. 
They were denied an exit permit because of Leonid Yu2efovich's 
alleged access to classified information even though it ha~ been 
13 yr~. since his discharge from active $ervice. Pre~ently 
Leonid'5 wife, Ekaterina Glozman, is expecting her fifth baby and 
is in very poor physical condit•ion. She and her four childrer, 
need care and support of Ekaterina's parents who art? in Israel. 
Th~ denial of permission to leave is an instancP. of pntent 
bureaucratic arbitrariness and is not due to actu~l considPra­
tions of state security. After many years of struggle for permi~­
sion to l~ave Leonid Yuzefovich had no other r~sort but to start 
on March 19, 1987 a hunger strike. The 5ituation of this f~mily 
is aggravating daily and we call upon you to uphold the spirit of 
all the positive changes you have initiated and to help thi~ 
family to join their parents in Israel. 

Boris 
Vladimir 
Viktor 

Chernobyl~ky 
Dashevsky 
Fulmakht 

Al~>Cander Joffe 

Mikhail 
Boris 
Yul i 
Andrey 

Kar· a- Ivanov 
Klotz 
Kosh.-ir·ovsky 
Lifshitz 

- ·- -- - - - ------
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L~onid Yu~efovich is now in the third wePk of his hunger ~trike. 
The letter below is Leonid's appeal to the Commis~ian established 
supposP.dly for dealing with just such case~. 

'' 3 Apr i 1 1 987 

To the Commission for Review 
of Complaints on OVIR at the 
Presidium of Supreme ~oviet 

Dear Member~ of the Commis$iDn: 

Once again lam comp~lled to app&al to you with the request lo 
review urgently our c:ase and to spet;!td the issuance of visas. The 
situation of my family is far from being well. My wife is in the 
5j~th month of her pregnancy and according to the doctors ~he may 
be 1·aced with a renal failure in more advanced ~tagPs of .preg­
nancy. Bwreaucratism and ruthless atitude of the OVIR officials 
prompted me to gtart sixteen days ago <on March 19) a hunger 

·strike. I urge you to inform me whether our case j~ being 
rP.viewed, since when, and by whom. 

Leonid Vuz~fovich. 



Curr~nt medical d1aghos1s of Ekateriha Glo%m~n: 

Chronic pi•lc-n~phritia <now in remi&aion> 
Non-malignant trumor in the uterus 
Liv•r m~lfunction 
V~geto-vascul~r distonya of the hypotonic type 
Main danger to her h••lth - with th• development of this 
pregnancy, sha could suffer renal failure. 



Leonid Yuzefovich was born in Kiev in 1949. He enrolled at Moscow 
State University where he studied and graduated in Physics. Immediately 
upon graduation he was drafted into the army (1972) and served as a junior 
officer with an _anti-aircraft artillery unit. During his army service he 
married Ekaterina Glozman, who is a graduate of the Pedagogical Institute 
where she specialized in the French language. After his release from the 
army in 1974 Leonid was accepted' to work at the Moscow Institute of Vitamins. 
In 1980 he submitted and successfully ''defended" his dissertation in 
chemistry to the Institute of Physics and Chemistry of the Academy of 
Science of the U.S.S.R. In the same year Leonid and Ekaterina submitted 
their first application for an exit visa to Israel to join Ekaterina's 
parents in Jerusalem. In the spring of 1981 they were refused because of 
Leonid's army service. 

Leonid and Ekaterina never ceased to struggle for the right to 
emigrate to Israel. As the years went by they repeatedly reapplied 
(last time as recently as December 1986). By now it is almost 13 years 
since Leonid was released from the army, at the lowest officer rank -
lieutenant. The claim that Leonid's army service, 13 years ago, still 
presents a security risk for the Soviet Union is absurd and absolutely 
untenable. 

During all those long years of hoping and waiting, both Leonid and 
Ekaterina did whatever they could to prepare themselves for their ftiture 
life in Israel. They both studied Hebrew and eventually became teachers 
themselves. Beyond learning the language they managed over the years, 
literally from bits and pieces, to learn a great -deal about Jewish 
History and Israel. Perhaps their most astounding achievement was to 
bring up their four children as proud and dignified Hebrew-speaking 
Jewish boys and girls, determined to stand their ground in an atmosphere 
of hostility and harassment. (The Yuzefovich's are expecting their fifth 
child in July 1987, this regardless of the fact that Ekaterina suffers 
from a heart ailment). 

In 1984 the Yuzefovich family asked for and was granted Israeli citizen­
ship. During the seeminqly endless years of waiting they have been amongst 
the most active refuseniks. They have participated in petitions and 
appeals to the Soviet authorities and foreign leaders. They have taken 
part in demonstrations and hunger strikes. Their house is an example 
for other refuseniks, a warm Jewish home where Hebrew is spoken and 
Jewish Holidays are celebrated. 

How long ~an even this heroic Jewish family keep up their spirits 
and survive morally in the face of repeated refusals for exit visas and 
official "warnings and threats"? 
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