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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT  B38 FIFTH AVENUE  NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064  (212)248-0100

April 5, 1994
24 Nisan 5754

National Conference on Soviet Jewery
10 East 40th Street

Suite 907

New York, NY 10016

Dear Friends:

Enclosed herewith is 1994 dues from the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations in the amount of $2,500.00. This is
the sum which we had budgeted for our subvention to the
National Conference, and inasmuch as we are mandated to

have a balanced budget, it will not be possible to make a
greater dues contribution this year.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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RALLHGIE AVENUE st STOCKLLY QARDENS NORPOLK. VIHGINIA 23507 « (DO4) 6184194

March 5, 1992

Task Force on Soviet Jewry
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Attn: Betty Golomb, Chair

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that Jo Ann Hofheimer is no longer chair
of our Soviet Resettlement Committee. Please send all
information regarding soviet Jewry to our new chairs:

Morris Lazaron, Jr. and Ms, Barbara Carlson
7711 Argyle Ave. 5003 Gosnold Ave.
Norfolk, Va. 23505 Norfolk, Va. 23508

If there is anything further you need, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Swsonss C. ST

Susanne C. Geshekter
Administrator

‘f)a.ﬁ_; .?{Q.Jf&ﬁ mm 9, 1992,
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The Honorable Boris N. Yeltsin ; x 47
g::um of the Russian Federation M L
Moscow . ;‘1 -~
Russgia [ /
Daar Mr. Preéesident:

AS your country continues on its ambitious course towards political,
econcmie and sccial weform, the National Confeoranca on Soviet Jewry,
and the, undessigned member nationsl ieg, hava followed this
progress with much interest and support. At this time, howaver, we
wish to express dur deep concern regarding your gévermment's
proposed amendments to the Russian Law oz Freedom of Religion..

The ensctsent, several yesys ago, of this legislatiocn has lead to &

{icant enrichmant in tka lives of your citizens. In that your
population gents a multitude of religious faiths and ethnie
identities, advancement in basic guaractees of £freedem of
religion ensured thelr zealization of pursuing this mest fundapental
human right, regardless of dencminational affiliatien.

During these promising difficult times for your country, a step
baclwmrd at thias eruc point in history can only lead £o an
ungtable political énvironment which aides no one, except those whe
wish to retura to a totalitavian form of goevarmzent. Therefore, we
enscuraga

livarties, throughout the intersational communiiy, and
urge you to veto the restrictive religion amendments. It is our
fervont hope that you will lead your country forward and we offer
pour asaistances is that andeaver.

Sincerely,

Richard Wexler
KOsJ Chairman

ﬂmunl 8. ﬁolﬁy, Natiensl Commander - Jewish War Veterans of the
' B.B.A.
supan Ratz, Mational President - National Council of Jewish Wogen
Robert E. Lifton, President = 'American Jewish Congress
. Alfred Moges, President - Amerisapn Jewish Committee
.Shaldon Budoff, President - Unicn of Orthodox Jewish Congregations

of America
Melvin Salberg, & tional Chairman - Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith - . ' .
Xant Schiner, President - B'nai B'sith Iantercaticnal

‘Alan Tichnes, President - Uaited Synagogue ef America
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Denig C. Braham

Dear My, President:

A8 your country continues on ite azbizisus coursé towards political,
economic and social weferm, the Naticn:! Conference on Seviek Jewry,
and the undersignad member national agencies, have followed thisg
progress with much interest and suppor:t. aA: this time, htrcavar, we
wish %o axpress our deep concera regarding your goverrment's
propesad amendments to the Russias Law oz Freedon of Religion..

Asgistart Traasursr .

Margary Kaherman The enactzant, several yosys ago, of this legislation has lgad to El
Significant anrichmant in the lives of your citizens. Tn that yoor
population represents a multitude of religious faiths and ethnic

Karon 5. Maas identities, advancement in bagic guazastees of freedem of
religion ensured their realization of pursuing this moer fundamental
bhuman ~ight, reégardless of dencminstiozal affiliarion.

Patwr Ahar
Tary Fgher ~ Duzing these promising yer difficult cimes for your countyy, a step

Andrew Glazar backward at this erucial peint in Ristory can only lead to an

Sandrs Goigbarg unstable political enviromment which aides no cne, except those who

Yona Galdharg wish to return te a tckalitarian form of gowverzmernt. Therefore, we

Betty Golemb  endourage

Angrew Groveman you $0 continue your pursuit of damecratic reform and basie

Frank Hagelbery ~ liberties, recognized throughout the irtersational communily, aond

Shelay B. Hishborg  urge you teo veto the restrictive religion amendments. t i our
Dr. Brucs Lathaowitr fervent hope that you will lead your country forward and we offer
Leah Sivarstein our asasistance is that erndeaver.
Constunce Smurdar
Rabbd Mark Stafrman Sinceroly,
aoni Joseph P. Smmatain
Mirymard Wishrar \
Richard Wexler
" HCSJ Chairmsan
Maorrig B. Abeam
Shoghana & Carelin Warren S. Dolny, Nationmal Commander - Jewish Was Veterans of the
Euoens Gold C.5.A.

Jorry Goodman Supan Katz, Maticnal Prasident - Hational Council of Jewish Women

Burton S. Levingon ~ Robert K. Lifton, President = American Jewish Congress

Smnloy M. Lowal  Alfzed Moges, President - American Jewlsh Commitiee

Thaadara P Mann Shaldon Rudoff, President - Unien of Orthodox Jewlsh Comgregations

Richard Magss of Amarica

Rabbi larsel Miler  Melvin Salberg, National Chairman - Anti-Defamation Leagus of B'nai

Azkbi Hamohe! Schaste B'zith
Lowis H. Wainstein ~  Kant Schiner, President - B'nai B'rith Iatercaticnal
Alan Tichoor, President - Uaited Synagogue of Amemiea
Mark B, Lavin
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 2, 1991
FROM: Edith J. Miller
TO: Albert Vorspan

COPY:

Judea Miller shared the enclosed letter with me. I am giving it

to vou for use with our Soviet Jewry Committee.
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RABBl ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
. PRESIDENT I8 FIFTH AVENUE MEW YORK, N.Y. 10621 {212} 249-0100

January 2, 1991
16 Tevet 5751

Rabbi Judea B. Miller
Temple B'rith K'odesh
2131 Elmwood Avenue
Rochester, NY 14618

Dear Judea:

I much appreciate vour thoughtfulness in sharing with
me the letter vou received from Alexander Shustorovich.
His criticism is well taken and I am going to share it
with our Committee on Russian Jewry. I am certain that
they will appreciate his comments.

With everv good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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2131 ELMWOOD AVENUE ROCHESTER. NEW YORK 14618
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THE RABBI'S STUDY

December 27, 1990

Eabbi Alexander Schindler
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I received this letter from a bright, articulate Jew from
the Soviet Union who has affiliated with our congregation. I
thought you would find useful his criticism of our booklet in

Russian on Reform Judaism.

Sincerely yours,

b

et te |

f;@bhi Judea B. Miller
Vi

JBM: nk
Enc.
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HABBRI ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

* FRESIDENT 338 FIFTH AVEMNLUIE NEW YOREK, N.Y 10021 2520 2430100
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2 BShewvat 5751

Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe

Chairman

The Israel-Free Loan Association
1 Metudela Street

P.0O. Box 417

Jerusalem 91041 Israel

Dear Professor Jaffe:

Your letter of December 25th reached our office during
Rabbi Schindler's absence from the countrv. Therefore,
I am taking the liberty of responding to vou in his
behalf.

I will bring vour letter to the attention of the Soviet
Jewry Committee of the UAHC. We have a number of
programs providing assistance for Russian immigrants,
not onlv here in the United States, but also in Israel.
Therefore, I am not certain that it will be possible to
aid vou with a contribution, but I will call the
important settlement effort vour association has
undertaken to the attention of the leaders of our
movement most intimately involved with Russian Jewrv.

With everv good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assisi nc tao the President

i
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The Israel Free Loan Association

December 25, 1990

Babbi Alexander Shindler
g%8 Fifth Avenue
NEW YORK = NY 10021 - U.S5.A.

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

I am writing to request your
support for the Interest-Free Loan Fund for
Russian immigrants. Thousands of Russian Jews
continue to arrive in Israel each month and, as
they settle into their new life here, many are in
great need of modest loans to pay for basic
furniture, appliances, educational expenses and
other necessities.

The Israel Free Loan
Association (IFLA) is providing helpful extra
cash for immigrants just getting on their feet as
they enter the Israeli labor market. This is not
charity, but partnership. This is a special way
to help, with maximum accountability, extremely
low overhead, and in perpetuity.

Please won't you give of
your time to look over the enclosed and consider
making a generous donation to help fund this
important settlement effort for Russian
immigrants.

Sincerely yours,

£l Qefh—

Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe,
CHaIRMAN

Wa mrdd appacite T3 A0 M%”&M

Anronld -‘mva’)mﬁIF‘-ﬂ
mewmmt

Tel: (02) 600-744, 637-450
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Rabbl Alexander Schindler, Attn: Edie Miller

COMPANY:  UAHC g

FAX NUMBER: (212) 249-0100 (telephone) FAX: [212) 570-083%

L]
W
REGARDING: Soviet immlgrents to Israel = Who Is A Jew? ]
I

Article by Oenald H. Harrison 1in Heritaga newspaper &/17/80

FROM: Heidl Farkash

PHONE NUMBER: (51%) 758-3175/756-3594

NUMBER OF ORIGINALS INCLUDING COVER SHEET: five [S)

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Esteemed Rabbi Schindler, the perception one hes

frem reading the sttached asrticle ls thaet yoeu feel the Isreelis mre nob
-

ssking "Are yocu @ 'Jew'" of prospective/ectual immigrants from the USSA,

Our personal experlience as a Family cantradicts. We have been askad by

cur Flrst geousins inm Moacoew to help them explore their cotlions = to which

countrie=s they might go. Our mutual First cousin in Jerus=alem went %o har
loeal lmmigretion official, and when she gave the mame (Omitri Dukhnovy,
et al) she wes told = "Omitri is not & Jewish name." The cocfflisial refussd
to give her Ffurther papers/applicaticne, estc. untll we had produced =
birth certificate from which he could deduce the party wes Jawlsh. I am
in the precseas of doing that now. In faet, I have studied EBdecumasnted
¢his perticular Familyt's genealogy for flve generations soc am =s famillsrp
with 1+t s msnyene gould bae, [Im fact through my lesdershlp in the Jew,
Gen, Soem, of L.,A, I came to know Rabbl Lennard Thal, who can attest I am
not & total erackpot, =8 you might think.] Now, I understand iIf st least
srne grand-parant is Jewish, you're "o,k,” By the Isrseli's =~ but thim
partisular experience certasinly belies =ny perception one might have that
ne one is asking the guestion, snd I thought you should knew that and that
the public shouldn't Se mislead. Furtharmere, sur Scoviet relstives infern
me they undarsitand that if you are smccepted as an immigrent tc Israsl, BUT
your ldentity ss = Jew is met recognized, you do not recelve the same
socisl benefits B= other immigrants = in fact none. I meve mot confirmad

this. Perhaps the rhetoric on Tlgh peliticel levels impliea this is
"irrelevant” but it hasa't trickled dewn te lower bureaucratic levels,

ACtuslly, thls particularYfamily is not halachieslly Jewish, but that i=m
not the point.

?ﬁ
: i .
Yours truly, fm;z;ﬂ;&_ f?i%bﬁ%él&g’ﬁ' Heidl Farkas
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s o local cties, much: as Nasser's deci-
seom b Blockade the Straits of Tiram in
May, 1967, presaged a full-scale war
betwren Israel and her Arab nesghbogs.
The reaction to lust weeks Stlcathon,
however, was med exactly pasaiel 10 1hat
ol 23 years ago. Then there was 3 rum oa
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masks were available for per dogs.
Adding 1o the gloomy stmesphere wene
Rewspaper pages with photographs of
hapless Kurds whe had been gassed by
Saddam Hussein and alarmest stacements

MNo wosder people went around with
short temepers and long faces.

Then, pome 100 soon, the authorities
came ko the conclusion thal calm mus! be
restored. So various officials poirted cuot
Lhat [ragi long-range messiles (the omby
owes capable of reaching lstael) dom't
fave chemical warkeads. And while Iragi

First, the teflllm
then the YIdd!SthIt

‘ lease.”™ entreated the bearded
MEEm Ina wonke shaee, rrar-ec and

a pererathe, 1 wall bring vou

lack_" !:Isrs.n;ns.;ru..hi:d aands were palms
up, amd »cgess themm by gefifen

Fa. ) themk me Mreh o kovine now
rephied ome studemt, cdpime xwav rowm
the mam im ag Bl Al lounge at fohm F
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whea Lnew the schedule very wedl

“1 really waat w0 remain with oy
Broup!™ the student protesced. breaksng
il the comvtrsaion and disappearing
o 2 sea off Knapsacks, ponable stereos,
bedroils amd caber acoouterments of 1he
lsract-bownd Amencan coilepe studenns.

e man saghed, and turaed 10 another
traveier. who had bern watching vhe
vorme. “Pleane '™ he sad

“'Whad s 11 that vos wamt me ro do™™ |

v ked i reply
—_EE

For even thongh IE 500 soldiers and
meore thas 10 envakans have beea killed
by Arab knives, builets and bombs simoe
the War of Independence, every addi-
thonal deatk sends shock waves through
Israel: socinty.

Continued on Wiewpoyint D

‘Who Is a Jew’ less
relevant — Schindler

e lidal wave of refegees em:-
Brating from the Soviet avon to
[sraci s making vhe oace heated
“Who is a Jew” comroversy ol scally
urrelevamt, says Rabbi Alexander
Schindler, the brader of Reform Judaism

Schindler, presadent of the Union of
Amenican Hebrew Congregatioas, teld
HERITAGE i a roccemt interview Hhast
"nobody wm Israel ws challenging the
lewishasus of the Russian bens who age
Coming v, mant ol whom afe wnter-
married where (here was nod evea any
oooversson. ™

“The noo-lewrsh wives ame being
accepiod as fews and are being id:lliti-:d
o [seard. amd their children are being
admmtted fo [sreel,”™ Schindler said.

The Roiorm leader said lsracl's
Chmodox “are mot fighting Lhis Becaase
they recogmine that all of Iszsel o so
exciied aboul ths aifwak and sess M as
cssential e the futuse and the secenity of
IsTaesl™

Schimdier moted that rival leaders Yitz-
hat Shkamir of the reling Liked abgn-
ment amd Shimvon Peres of 1he oppontion
coalrn made an aproement betweeen
themsebves not 1o peronl lsraci’s Law ol
Roturm 10 be made more nestrchive,

Contingsd o Page &
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Page B

‘Who Is a Jew’
said to be moot

Continuwed from Page 1

regardless of which side the Crthadox
parties supporied in the recenl contest
which saw Shamir emerge-4t prime
minister,

But the iriue was made mool by the
Russian influx, Schindler sand

“The operative principle within
Orthodoxy is ‘the purily of the family,
Schindler said. “You can hardly clmm
that this genetic purity of the family :n
lsracl obtging right now; the mersre il w
diluted. the lezz imporiant it hecomes ™

Schindler was hikowize confident that
children of non-Jewish mothers and Jew-
ish faihers who are reared as Jows under
Reform Judaism’s new ruling will he
accepted as Jews in lsrael, should they
ever decide to immigrate

"You ought to know that the patrili-
neal principal obiained in Biblical times_”
Schindler said during an interview in his
nffice at UAHC headquartert overlook-
ing New York City’s Central Purk

“I'he laws of inheritance go from (ather
to son. not from mother to son. Much
more to the point, the children of a Jew-
ish father and non-Jewish muthers were
regarded as Jews in the Bible.

“Solomon had many wives. many
foreign wives, and the son of one of them.
Rehoboam, became the king of lsrael
Another telling case in point was loseph,
who had (wo sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh

“Today, every Orthadox father will
bless his children, saying ‘May you grow
up to be like Ephraim and Manasseh’
And who was Ephraim and Manassch’s
mother? Her name was Ascnath. the
daughier of a priest (Potipherah) who
worshiped a heathen shrine.”

Schindler said the patrilineal tradition
is evident L0 some extent even today in
Orthodoxy, “How s one called 1o the
Torah?” he asked. “One is called 1o the
Torah by the father's name. In Reform,
the father’s and mother’s names are
mentioned . . ."

“Even more to the point,” he said,
"how doer one become a pricst — B
kohenT 1118 only the father's lineage, not
the mother's lineage.”

“So, Schindler said. “if the patriiineal
lineage is good enough for the priest-
hood, then why in heaven’s name can it
not be good encugh for Jewishness™™

Schindler said Jewish lineage was
changed from patrilineal to matrilineal
becauss of “external circumstances” per-
haps in the Middle Afs.

“Some people think it was a time of
ttial, of pogroms against Jews, when Jew-
ish women were raped,” he said. “1f the
mothet ie Jewish, you can assume the
child i Jawish, even though she might
have been raped. So it was & compassion-
ate law . . .

"“We{Reform) have said that insofar as
genealogy is concerned, either the father
or the mother {is sufficient), Then we
added one other important point, that
genealogy alone is not enough, In addi-
tion to this presumption of Jewishness to
which genealogy entities you, you have o
make some active commitments 1o Jew-
ish life. You have to do ceriain things.
you have to wdeatly youreell with the
Jewish community.”

Rabbi Schindler said that. thanks to
the patrilineal ruling. the grandson of

tsrael's first prime minister David E:n-

AL
'."l"l.._q; i

San Do Jew

RAEFOAM EDIFICE  Mav
York's Temole Emanu E! |
cne of the oidest and oneé ©
ihe lgrgest Relorm femples i
the Lifiled Stales

Schindler recalled the day Ben-Gurion's
randson sat in achair in his office to tell
Schindler, "1 just came here Lo thank you
for this patrilineal decision, and you
aught to kaow that | just came back fram
fighting the Lebanese war, and the factis,
if | had been killed in Lebanon. they
would not have buried me in a military

T e b e S T

Thanks to the
patrilineal ruling,
the grandson of
David Ben-Gurion
could be
considered a Jew.

e VOO

cemetery, because | am not a Jew.”

Schindler said he replied, " *For you,
the Orthodox rabbinate would have
found some way (o have you buried inan
Orthodox cemetery,’ but the point is
Orthedoay doesn't regard Ben-Gurion’s
grandson as 8 Jew olTicially, even though
he lives in Israel, speaks Hebrew, has
determined to share the destiny of the
Jewish people, and has risked his life for
Israel.”

The Reform leader said that the other
pole of this anomaly is the status of
fotmer Soviet Communist Party chair-
man Nikita Khrushshev's grandehildren.

“Khrushchev's son married a Jewish
woman.” Schindler explained. “Now,
halachically, the children are Jewish, But
I will bet you dollars 1o donuts that they
don't know that they are Jewith, and that
they probably have an anti-religious, cer-
tainly anti-Zionist, orientation.

&g | think the approach we are taking
is a far saner approsch.

~Here, in the United States, we have
children of jnterfaith marriages. In the
beginning, most of these intermarciages
touk piace between non-Jewish women.
ceriminly a majority still of those maf-

ringes involve Jewish men and non-Jewish

e N, T 4.1

vated me w push for this issuc more thar
anything elsc was the sensitivity of thest
people.

Here they were leading their lives w
Jews, they were being reared ac Jews, am
all they were hearing was, weil, *You ant
not really & Jew because your mother it
not a Jew, and I felt that should end onci
and for all. for their seli-respect.”

“When this passage was finall
adopied,” Schindler recalled. “a Reforn
rabbi came up to me at the end of tha
session and said, “Today for the first time
| feel like a real Jew.” Even he, who shoult
have known better. felt himself to be .
second class Jew because his mother wa
not Jewish.”

A recent decision by Refurm to permi
homosesuals to becone rabbis is anothe
point of division between Schindler
wing of Judaism and Orthodoxy.

“The fact of the matter is that approx!
mately 10 per cent of the general populs
tion 14 gay and lesbian.” Schindler said. |
there are between five and six millio
Jews, he said, then by that stalisti
between $00.000 and 60,000 of them fa
inte those calegories.

“Modern science teaches us that bein
homosexual is not volitional.” Schindk

Loye macy
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said. “In other words, you cantehaate io
be @ homasexual; you can’t he taught to
he i livishose ninal i what voet prg
and so yon can’t do arything about "

“What arg we ty do with thewe Jews™
he azked, *Are we to read them out of the
Jewishi foid? Are we 1o suy that there are
lismits te their spiritual aspirations? Or
are we to treat them for what they are.
namely cur brothers and sisters and our
sons and our daughters?”

Rabbi Schindier said the Torah coun-
seled that lepers be kept apart from the
communily. prompting one rabbinic
weholar 1o order Jews to remain al Jeast
1060 cubits from them

wiyell, in the 191h Century, we dis-
covered that it (leprosy) it a discase, and
s not & moral aifligiion,” Schindler
said, “There are few Orthodox Jews
ioday who would suggest that we read
them oul or that we excommunicale
them. S0, ton, we have learned something
about the nature of homosexuality,

“The second point | would make is thal
for some 15 years now, the Referm com-
munity has accepied into its family con-
gregations with a special outreach to the-
gey and lesbian community . . The
members of those congregaiions have
made an extraordinary contribation to
Jewish hle . .

“Point number three | want to make is
(to dispute) the idea of a role model -
t{hat the rabbi s arole modeland, if he isa
homosexual, that he will somehuw
beguile the younger generation into
adopting the homosexual way of life,

“That just isn't a scientific fact. That is
amyth. 1t hasn't happened. Right now. in
the Reform, Conservative and in the

Orihodox rabbinate, we probably have
scores, if nol hundreds. of homosexual
rabbis (not necessarily open), and ldon't
recall a single problem with any of those
rabbis.

*] can tell you at the same time we have
had » bell of a big problem with some
heterosexusl rabbis who were notexactly
perfect role models for their congregants
_ whether it was @ member of & congre-
gation in & pastoral seiting, or 8 secretary,
or something: we've had a lot of problems
like that. And this is true not only of the
rabbinate, it is true also of Christian
minislers.

“What | am saying is that sexual orien-
tation docin’t make you & better or a
worse role model. 11 depends on what you
do.”

On the wall outside Schindler's office is
a print depicting Orthodox Sews hoiding
Torahs, Schindler was asked how Jews
like those in the picture - - believing the
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Scene
Around

‘Biloxi Blues’
comes alive
at N, Coast

cil Simon has an endless sticamn
of hite 1o his ceedit, but only ang
Tony Award. Hecarned that ong

for the most serious play he has cver
penned, a black comedy aboul army e
an the hemelrent, Hidoxe Blues.

Thissecond show in the Simon trilogy,
which began with Brighton Beack Mem-
wirs and culminated in Bromdway Bowsed,
picks up on Simon’s alter cgo when the
young man is un his way te boot camp in
Bilox:, with a busload of other raw
reECruits.

The show had its unly San Diego siag-
ing three years ago. at the now defunc
Fiesta Dinner Theaier. Finally. North
Coast Repertory Co. discovered if, and

| i O S
In this appearance,
Dan Wingard is
dynamite.

B U R

hrought the show — together with the
strongest assel of the Fiesta production
([an Wingard) to Solana Beach for a
summer run.

Wingard plaved the most fascinating
character in Fiesta's Biloxi Blues, ant
Fugene the Simon aiter c¢go. but a
sengitive Jewish scholar named Arnuld
Epstein.

Arnold was surely the worst soldier in
Simon's troop, but as a person of princi-
ple and staunchcharacter, he stood above
them all. Simon obviously embraces Arn-
old as a kindred spirit. And with Wingard
1o reveal the hidden nuances of character,
he is all the more intriguing. Wingard
delivered the goods in his first go at the
the part, but in this North Coast appear-
ance. he's dynamite

Forienately, Wingard is not the only

* Casade
Mariposa

A Cosmetic Surgery Retreat

® Tastefully prepared nutriligys meals

# Highest standardy of comlon and salety
» Gracious, caring hospitality

® 24 mour Attendant cane

» Frivacy and confidentiality asdured

(649) 755-7485

A

Caza de Mariposs is a guiet, luxurious, prival
dence designed to provide peraonalized ca
pitention, in & warm supporlive environme
men and women recuperaling from cos
surgefy. Our focus 8l Casa de Maripesaision
and pamper, thus minimizing the concerms ar
comiort asociated with & cosmelic procedurt

# Delibgrate accommodations "or only a lovw
& Dalightiu] decorsied privale and semi-private ro.
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Page 20

Reform aims
at equality

Contmyuad from Page &

Terah to be the eral word of God —
cowld reconcile the comcept of hoaso-
sexual rabbis wath the mjunction w Levs-
tcus that sodomy s a ab-omaation?

“Then, they ee got tbear problcms, yow
sex,™ Schindler replicd. ~As lomg as the
biblical traduson allowed for istzrpreta-
trom and there was a Sanbedme, chaages
took place and the traduiwoes coukd be
altered. I wase™ untd the Muddle Ages
that the process of codilkcation begae and
the vradiron was fhwed, sncrasted &n
oemmenl as it wene.

“Had there bocn a synod, had there
coolivwed 1o be 3 Sawhedrnio im Jeru-
sabom, ther masy thiags 1o the wniten
law could have beea ohanged. “ Ao cye for
an eye, & tooth For & tooth.” Is that stll

" being practioed? Wery quickly, the courts
maled that this isa 1o be takens lserally,
rhat it mmeane material compensanion for
physical loss, whach 15 the prncigal of al
law. The value of an cxe for an cye, and
e valoe of & soath (oo a tootth.

"You guole one sontenoe | fromm Levss-
cus). Your can quade from ether seotenoes
as well, The counterpaint o the caiane
Torak, for it teobs with 2 sabbemecal
perinciple gkt says love is the begimneng
and end of the Torah.

“Tie Torab s essentiaily a compas.
saonale midrement, 0ol a cestoichive
iostmemend. [s threst is 6o bove. “Thow
shalt lowe the Lowd thy Crod. " Thow shai
bowe thy neighbos as thyself" “Szamd ot
sy by whille yowr meyghbor penshes '

“Thaere is a3 pood werse: "Stand oot wdly
by why wour ncuyghbow penshes. " Than has

someibong to say abowt ALDS does al
mot? Should we repect the people who |
bawve ATDS because they are homo- |
senmal” There is a goed werse Lo coenier-
balacce the other werse. ™

Sichansdber saxd (hat sknce 9773, when he
became the president of the Usion of
Amencan Hebrew Coagregations, oul-
reach bas beca a Mitmon of his admanis-
tration. He belizves Reform’s effocts to
be inclusywe have reseleed m a growth of
shvowt 25 per cenl in the tast decade, with
poembership climbicg be 1.3 maillion and
the muniber of sy nagogoes mereased from
(M) o 50,

Important in this patierm of growth is
the fact that “we give full oguality to
women and men im religicas Jife,”
Schindbor saad. Women oot only parti-
cipate fully ie the servioes, “but they serve
as beachers and priccapals and presidents
acd cables and 0 on 2w 50 forth. ™

Schimdicr saad Reform™ socual ach-
wism in the Jewish reaben — [srael and
Soviet Jewry — aad m tihe geecral rcalm
— SCoueomC Fustion, crvil ogiss amd civid
benses — “atiracts a greal masy of 0™

He adso sand that ke belewes M Con-
tury Amerscans have becowmc disikie-
spomed weh soeence, wihech at the begim-
mimg of the ceotury seemed s bald ithe
prommse that humamdy cowld cham as
course by reason zlone.

“#A hell of a Lol has happened s thas
comatry: two world wars, Awschwazr,
Hiroshima, amd an ever increassmg
numder of people hawe come to nealae
that the fewre of Human kind canmot be
entrasted b the landscape of scaentifar
ralvomality -

“I=a conveguencr, there 55 a greatl deal
mare respect fen he nonrateonal rather
tham for the stmctly sowentific ratiomal,”

Schendler sasd
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 3, 1990
FROM: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
TO: Martin Strelzer

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, California and
he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start a Reform
Havurot similar to the one created by Zunya Kogan.



8.

10.

1ll.

12..

Vaisman, Semyou 13.
278000, USSR, Tiraspol-13,

Mira Str. 50-22, apt. 57

tel, 2-22-08

Mirsky, Rudolph
290057, Lvov, Kurskaya str.,
Ga., apt. 1 tel., 35-29-72

Shferenberg, Yuly ‘
2950000, Lvov, Chaikovsky
str., 37, apt. 8

tel, 74-66=72

Basin, Yakov

220012 Minsk, K. Chyorky pereoulck,
u, apt. 18

tel. 66-72-57

Kels, Gingory
480064, Alma-Ata, Abay prospect,
59‘, apt' -5] tel. 63_90-51

Gramberg, Gennady

203006 Estonian SSR, Harynsky
district, Hoobneame, Myanny
6-3 tel. 770700 (Talliun)

(The telephone of the Jewish
Cultural Soc.)

g Top, Leonid,

213809, Bobruisk, Sovetskaya
str., 101, apt. 15

tel. 7-65-01

Heifits, Vladimir

630110, Noocosibrirsk, Mendeleye
va str., 2, apt. 50

tel. (at the work) 77-24-82

Portnoy, Yury

&3008l, MNooosibirsk, Miduuriva
str 43, apt. 7

tel. 20-55-83

Ritenberg, Boris

682200, Birobijau,
Habaroosky Krai,

Chapayeva str., 23, apt. 25
tel. &6=77=28

Degtyar, Yakov
682200, Birobijau, Bumagina
str. 13, apt. 52

Bitkin, Leyev
277060, Kishinyow, Belskogo
str. 17-7, apt. 87

Falkner, Alexander
310103, Kharkowv, August
the 23rd str., 39, apt. 2
tel. 33-37-78
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Torplepalh|srael

EARL KAPLAN, Rabbi
IBVING A. MAMDEL, Rabbi Emeritus

3033 NORTH TOWNE AVENUE + POMOMNA, CALIFORNIA 91767 = (714) 626-1277

SERVING THE POMONA VALLEY

March 20, 18990

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
c/o UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

Thanks so much for your recent letter. Fortunately, the
earthquake did almost no physical damage and very little emotiomal
damage to the members of this spiritual community. Aftershocks
continue and memories linger on, but the worst is definitely over.

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet
Jewry. Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the
situation is even more fragile than you describe. As a result, 1 have
several suggestions to make:

1) Italy - The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to
introduce them to American Reform Judaism. As an example, Chabad has
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979. Sending Russian
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to
address the real needs. Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as
of today.

2) Vienna - Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienna in the hundreds, if
not more. Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees.

3) USSR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya EKogan
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c) make contact with the list
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October.

If I can be of help in implementing any of these suggestionms,
please feel free to contact me. Wishing you all the best.

L Shalom,

ol

Rabbi Earl EKaplan
EE/kr

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS






COALITION TO FREE SOVIET JEWS

Representing concerned organizations in New York City, Long Island. Westchester. Rockland and 7 Bergen Counties.
8 West 40th Street. Suite 1510, New York. NY 10018 (212) 354-1316

I~
/ /7 Y4

May 31, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congrega

838 5th Avenue A 7A

New York, NY 10021 A0, d
.. = . f U Lo

Dear Rabbi Schindler: ! [ ?dft'w & /)

We are writing you today to remind your agency of its /
minimum annual contribution to the Coalition so that we can move
ahead with our agenda.

As you are well aware, our agency has been encountering
increased financial difficulties - making this year’s
contribution to the Coalition extremely important.

Your organization’s support has contributed immeasurably to
the accomplishments of our agency. Now, the Coalition, in its
18th year, is entering a new era, one that has the potential for
major new initiatives on behalf of Soviet Jews, notably in Jewish
identity programming that is so urgently needed in the USSR.

Your agency’s leadership and strong commitment have helped
us to shape ambitious -- and attainable -- goals. To help us meet
them, and to fulfill our mission we ask that your agency send in
its minimum annual contribution of $300.

Thank you again for your support and your concern.

Sincerely, ;

B\ P N i 0

Lot Hooli) Pocksbon Nimrton B
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein Irving ﬁernstein

Chairman Treasurer



Ms, Edith J. Miller June 28, 1989
12 8ivan 5749
Mr. Rred Cohen

Enwiosed, herewith, is an approved bill representing an annual
contribution for 1989 to the Coalition to Free Soviet Jews.

Please let me have this check for transmittal.
Thank wou.

enc.

[



April 2, 1990
7 Nisan 5750

Rabbi Earl Kaplan

Temple Beth Israel

3033 North Towne Avenue

Pomona, CA 91767

Dear Earl:

Thanks for forwarding the list of Soviet Jews who wish to
start Reform Havurot. I appreciate your bringing these
names to our attention. They will be excellent contacts!
Warm regards and best wishes for a sweet Passover.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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RABBL ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER o UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT  B38 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOAK, N.Y. 10021 (212} 2480100

March 27, 1990
1 Nisan 5750

Rabbi Earl Kaplan
Temple Beth Israel

3033 North Towne Avenue
Pomona, CA 91767

Dear Earl:

It was good hearing from you and I am delighted that
the worst is definitely over following the recent
earthquake. I am pleased that the members of your
congregational family have come through this difficult
time so well.

It was thoughtful of you to cocwmment on my recent
remarks on Soviet Jewry. I am grateful for your taking
the time to share your thoughts. I am especially
grateful for the suggestions you were kind enough to
share.

You ought to know that the Union, in cooperation with
the American Joint Distribution Committee, The Jewish
Agency for Israel, and through efforts of the World
Union for Progressive Judaism, are functioning in
essential all of the areas note! in your letter. We
are fairly well in line with vour recommendations. All
of us believe that this is a priority matter to be
addressed by the Jewish community and we are giving it
all the attention we can.

With repeated thanks and best wishes to you and your
dear ones for a sweet and meaningful Pesach, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



TerpleBalk |srael

EARL KAPLAN, Rabbi

3033 NORTH TOWNE AVENUE = POMONA, CALIFORNIA H‘l?ET . [3'14}

SERVING THE POMONA VALLEY

March 20, 1990 ir’“ QPE \uﬂ

IRVING A. MANDEL, Rabbi Emeritus W L :l !{E_J.U\
Rabbi Alexander Schindler A Lo i
c/o UAHC Ve 4 ;,5\ ! Y
838 Fifth Avenue o ‘J/ig”
New York, New York 10021 {Epg =X |
v 0
Dear Alex: 1 Oﬁ} m[}b

Thanks so much for your recent letter. Fortunately, the
earthquake did almost no physical damage and very little emotio
damage to the members of this spiritual community. Aftershocks
continue and memories linger on, but the worst is definitely over.

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet
Jewry. Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the
situation is even more fragile than you describe. As a result, I have
several suggestions to make:

1Y Italy — The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to
introduce them to American Reform Judaism. As an example., Chabad has
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979. GSending Russian
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to
address the real needs. Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as
of today.

2) YNienna - Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienmna in the hundreds, if
not more. Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees.

3) USSR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya Kogan
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c¢) make contact with the list
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October.

If I can be of help in implementing any of these suggestions,
please feel free to contact me. Wishing you all the best.

Shalom,

Lol

Rabbi Earl Kaplan
EE/kr

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS



MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 2, 1990
FROM: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
TO: Albert Vorspan

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, california and
he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start Reform Havurot
similar to the one Ccreated by Zunya Kogan.

I am enclosing the list herewith. Also enclosed is what Earl
indicates is a copy of the "secrets” which prevent noted
refusnik, Anatoly Genis, from emigrating to Israel.

ﬁf”ffffffr
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BABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDLNT B FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK N ¥ 100 202 248 0100

March 20, 1990
23 Adar 5750

Rabbi Amiel Wohl

lemple Israel

LOOO Pinebrook Boulevard
ANew Rochelle, NY L0804

Dear Amiel:

Thank vou for the intormation on the pilot project
being undertaken at Ahavath phalow in Brooklyvae. 1
dppreciate vour thoughtiuloess.

I am bringing this matter to the attention of the Aew
York Federation of Reform Synagogues. © oam certala Vo
will hear from either Dernie Zlotowitz or Allen Kaplan
directly once they have had an vpportunlilby Lo review
the material.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,
Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbl Bernard Zlotowitz



Temple Israel of New Rochelle (7*

L .
1000 Pinebrook Blvd. * New Rochelle, NY 10804 = 914-235-1800 L A »
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AMIEL WOHL, Ragal ’ .-r Y
.ﬁ; \ L s .
March 13, 1990 v
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L]

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
U.AH.C.

838 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10021

Dear Alex,

The pilot project we have going at Temple
Ahavath Shalom in Brooklyn invelves "family
clusters" who have become mutually
supportive. They need contacts and need to be
invited out, just as we will be doing for our
Temple Seder.

The programs that are held at Temple Ahavath
Shalom at the edge of the Brighton Eeach area
require an aggressive approach on the part of
Reform Jewish agencies. These programs have
an intrinsic value in themselves. They are
learning about Reform Judaism and they are
meeting pecple.

Dr. Irwin Golden, a trained social worker and
group process expert, could be available to
help us expand this type of program (see
enclosures). These cluster family groups
could be adopted by various Temples, and in
some cases there are many smaller communities
who would like to bring Scoviet Jews to settle.
They want to perform that mitzvah and augment
their Jewish population.

Sincerely,

-~

e e —

Rabbi Amiel Wohl

AW:hl
enc.



. Do A Mitzvah e S pf?u /7

In the New York times, an article written by our own Ina Arcnow described an

LIF]

effort we are making with newly arrived Scviet Jews.

" e e e T

LA ingadiHe et AR e i N
_the Sovietlammigranis Sarmpe s
—suEmpeMe—Eochete. With so few
Sowvier families seitling in the county,
members of Temple [srasi are heip-
ing a small Reform congregation in
Brocklyn near Brighton Beach, Tem-
ple Ahavath Sholom, reach out 1o the
immigrants there. An estimated
15,000 Russian Jews have settled in
the Brighton Beach area,

Members of the Mew Rochelle con-
gregation attend open houses and dis-
cussion groups, bringing g:fts for the
new arrivals and providing “‘all the
normal instincts of hospitality and a
little Reform Judaism,” said Rabin
Amiel 'Wohl of Temple [srael

Rabbt Wohl said he favered a wider
effort to benefit these new immu-

grants, who are clustering where
there are few, il any, Reform tem-
ples. 1 would like to see the New
York Federation of Reform Syna-
gogues move with some strength,” he
said. “They have the infrastructure. |
see Reform Judaism as the Judaism
for the arriving Jews."

He said Hasidic Jewish groups and
Christian missionaries were reaching
out to these immigrants. 1 think the
point is that these people coming out
of the Soviet Union are well-irained, .
modern people who are pretty sophis-
(tcated and raised in a secular soct
HY.II he_?a_id- i ,

o

Rabbi Wohl has invited the families he has met to be our guests at Temple
Israel's Congregational Seder the second night of Passover, Tuesday, April 10th, at
6 p.m. Sheuld you want to perform a special mitzvah and be one of the special
"angels" who drives to Brooklyn to pick up Soviet Jews at Temple Ahavath Shalcm on
the corner of Avenue V and E. 1Sth, off Ocean Parkway, and then join us at the
Temple Seder and be a host perscn with the Soviet Jewish family, you will have a
rare and wonderful experience very much in the spirit of Passover.

=

Pleasze let Rabbi Wohl's office know if you would like to perform this mitzvah.



Or. Irwin Golden
40 Rogers Drive

Nevw Rochelle, N. ¥. 10804
914-636-6633

EDUCATION

1939 - D5 (Doctor of Social Welfare), Adelpm Universiiy
sthnal of Social wWork, Garden City, Mew York

1952 - M5W (Masters in Social Work), University of Pennsylvama
School of Social Work, Philidelpmia Pa.

1949 - B A (Bachelor of Arts), New York University, New Yark, N.Y.

DISSERTATION TOPIC "THE PRESENCE DR ABSENCE OF THE

GRANDMOTHER AND THE ECONOMIC SELF SUFFICIENCY OF SOVIET
REFUGEE FAMILIES™

CURRENT OBJECTIVE

TO PLAN AND DEVELOP ACCULTURATION SERYICES FOR NEWLY
ARRIVED SOVIET JEWISH REFUGEE FAMILIES;TO HELP REDUCE THE
STRESS ASSOCIATED WITH RESETTLEMENT; TO HELP THEM CONNECT

WITH THEIR JEWISH ROOTS, AND TO ENABLE THEM TO BECOME SELF-
SUFFICIENT.

EMPLOYMENT

1954-FRESENT Consultant with New Hope Guild Centers, a licensed not-for
profit mental health clinic. Researched the needs of the
various communities serviced by the agency and developed
and impiemented programs Lo provide mentai heaith
services to the chronic mentally 111 patients in Homes for
Adulits, Nursing Homes and frail homebound sideriy througn a
mabiie geriatric, home visiting program. Tasks inciuded
developing linkeages with home admimstrators, poiiticians,
hospital and local commumty service agencies, hiring and
Lratning start and creating an operational administrative



sustem.

1872-1284  General Director, Associated Y.M.-Y.W.H.A's of
Greater York. as Director of Operations, supervised 11
Branch Center directors, six publiciy funded senior citizen
centers and other special projects such as the Day Center for
Frail Elderly, 8 Community Advocacy Mental Health Program
for Qlder Adults and Project AR.|, a unique program to
resettle newly arrived Soviet refugees in Brighten Beach,
responsibilities included preparation of Branch Budgets,
program planning, deveiopment, training and evaiuation, and
work with Board Committees.

1965-1972  Director, Personnel Services, National Jewish
welfare Board. Responsible for recruitment training and
placement of Administrators, social workers, recreational
and other staff that provide direct service to members in
1.M. and Y. W HA.'s throughout the United States and Canada.
Developed personnel standards, and systems for identifying
and tracking staff and vacancies. Provided consultation to
Boards of Directors when executive staff vacancies
occurred. Organized and implemented a scholarship program
and worked with a Board Personnel Committes In addition
travelled to |srael on behalf of the agency and assisted with
the development of staff for the israel Corporation of
Community Centers.

UNIVERSITY TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1964-PRESENT Full time faculty member and assistant director of
Fieldwork at Columbia University School of Social
Work. Taught Social Group Work (1264-1268). Adjunct
faculty with New York, Fordham, Yeshiva (Wurtzweiler), and
Adelpom Universities teaching courses in Administration,
Program Planning, Program Development, Sociai Policy,
Social Group Work, Social Work Methods, and Field
instruction (1968-Present)



ideas 10 connect Reform Judaism with the Soviet Jewish Rerfugees

I Providing financial support to the Reform Tempie in Brookiun so as to
enable a Reform Jewish Outreach Center to {0 be developed. The center
would serve as the focal point for developing materiais and training
programs based on Reform Judaism. In addition to offering concrete
services, clusiers of Soviet families would have the opportunity to orgamize
and participate in a Jewish Study program.

2. The above Model can also be developed in Israel so as to enable the Reform
movement to reach the newly arrived Soviet refugees.

3. The National Office might want to consider developing a Soviet Jewish
Desk, to service Temples throughout the United States, that would provide
information, speakers and programs on Saoviet refugees and connect them to
various Temples seeking to recruit them into a specific commumty. This
desk can also monitor the activities of Soviet Jews and advocate for Reform
Judaism, at key local and national meetings concerned with the Saviet Jews.

4. |t appears that many Jews will continue to live in the Soviet Union
because of many reason. They have recentiy developed a Congress of Soviet
Jewish Organizations. The Reform Movement should connect o this
organization and 1t's ieaders and begin to send materials which can De used
for study groups and services. {1 may be going to the Soviet Union in May and
would be glad to make some contacts.)

| would Hke to use my knowiedge of the Soviet refuges community to helo
connect them to Reform Judaism. | am currently working three days per
week, and wauld be wiling to operationalize the above 1Geas as a paid
consuitani one or tywo days per week...

Irwin Golden DS
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MEMORANDUM
[
DATE: March 15, 1590
FROM: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
TO: Rabbi Paul Menitoff

;:'-1-‘4’-.-:-"
1 returning from my various journeyvings to Europe and farAWest,

went through the material which reached my desk during my
absence and one of the items was the Guide to Synagogue Adoption
of New
Of

ierican Jews which was prepared by the Synagogue Council

*It is an excellent piece of work. You ought to know
at Al Vorspan, with whom I shared this material, said that he
is combining all the various guides and ideas into a manual on
programming for Soviet Jewry in our congregatiors so I assume that
he will give proper credit to its source. In any event, this is

something in which vyou can take a great deal of pride.



Edith J. Miller March 2. 1590
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff

Alex is off visiting UAHC congregations, so the wonderful Guide to
Synagogue Adoption of New American Jews, and the varjous re-settlement
programs put together by the Synagogue €ouncil of Massachusetts will
await his return. [ know that he will be delighted to see what has been
done in your area. [ am certain these materials will be of great
assistance to ¢ther communities which will be receiving Russian Jews.

Fond regards.




Out of the house of bondage. ..

=Rl Mhan

A Guide to Synagogue Adoption of
New American Jews

Prepared by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts

a joint venture of
U.A.H.C., United Synagogue and Orthodox congregations in Massachusetts

Funded by the Russian Resettlement Committee of
the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston
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INTRODUCTION

To be an immigrant, in the first few weeks, is to know sadness,
bewilderment, loneliness...but not entirely.

One thing is clear about the life of Jewish immigrants. Bad as their
life might be in New York and Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia
—especially during the first months of immigration...they seldom
thought seriously of going back. Nostalgia, homesickness, yes;
but back...no. They were here, for good or bad, and here they
would have to make their life.

How We Lived
edited by
Irving Howe and Kenneth Libo

What a bewildering world it was. We had never seen such high
buildings. Papa had prepared a two-room flat on the third floor in
afine, strong building on Ninth Streetand Avenue C. Fearfully we
ventured up those three flights on my father’s solemn promise that
nothing would collapse, and entered our first home in America.

Looking Back: The American Dream
Through Immigrant Eyes: 1907-1918
by Marie Jastrow

At the airport, I persuaded the security guard to let me meet them
at the gate....I recognized them immediately. They looked ex-
hausted. They looked like they werein a daze.... After we left them
at their apartment, we thought they would be all set for a day or
two. The group who decorated the apartment also left a chicken
dinner and perishable food in the refrigerator the day before. But
when one of our Russian-speaking families called them the next
day, they were a little bewildered. They didn’t know how to turn
on the water in the bathtub. They didn’t know how to turn on the
oven. They didn’t know what many of the foods were, or how to
cook them. They had been too embarrassed to tell me these things
when I showed them around the apartment.

Adopting a New American Family:
A Small Congregation’s Experience
by Rabbi Susan Abramson
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AN OVERVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS

Since 1978-79, tens of thousands of oppressed Jews from the Soviet Union have
been watching and waiting for an upward shift in emigration. In 1988-89, they
were finally given permission to emigrate. Hundreds of thousands more made
the decision to apply to leave. This shift marks the beginning of the establish-
ment of a totally new method for applying to emigrate. Immigration decisions
on the part of the United States government are now being made directly in
Washington, D.C. by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and no
longer in Rome or Vienna. Throughout the year, back-ups and delays in proc-
essing these emigres have strained the resources and patience of both officialdom
and those eagerly awaiting the next step in their journey to freedom. 1990 will
most likely see the inauguration of direct flights from Moscow to New York and
from Moscow to Tel Aviv, a mere three and a half hours by air. Clearly, the
Soviet government is responding to the demands of world Jewry to “let my
people go,” and we who joined in that outcry now eagerly await the opportunity
to welcome these fellow Jews into our midst.

For the 1988-89 Fiscal Year (October 1, 1988-September 30, 1989), 1,414 Soviet
Jews arrived in the Boston area to join the thousands of relatives and friends who
came in the past decade. Most chose Boston because it would mean reunification
with their families, or because of an abundance of vocational opportunities. In
future years, if the window of opportunity remains open, more and more family
reunions will take place. If that is the case, one may ask why there is a need for
the synagogues to become involved in resettling these New American Jews.
Put simply, not all the families with whom reunification is to take place are
capable of participating in the resettlement of their relatives. In some cases, for
example, the family receiving newcomers are elderly, and would not be able to
guarantee the financial well-being of their relatives until financial independence
is achieved through employment. In other situations, the family-sponsor is
relatively new to the Boston area, and they themselves are not sufficiently estab-
lished to be able either to assist in the resettlement process, or to take time from
their employment to help their relatives through the necessary steps to set the
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process in motion. Visits to the Social Security Office, to Jewish Vocational
Service, to initial medical and dental appointments and to find an apartment and
furnishings usually must be done during business hours. The synagogue com-
munity can thus play a critical role by sponsoring a New American family —
offering emotional, social, cultural, religious, and financial support to those
finally able to begin a new life.

This guide attempts to offer some suggestions as to how your synagogue,
whether large or small, urban or suburban, can become part of the resettlement
experience. The Talmud teaches us that “great is hospitality” (Talmud, Sabbath
127a). We recall the beautiful story of the patriarch Abraham, as he welcomed
into his home three guests. His home not only became a place of rest for weary
travelers, but also of the teaching of the knowledge of G-d and His Law. Most of
us have experienced the warmth of another’s hospitality on many different
occasions and in a variety of settings. Perhaps some of us have had to relocate
our families because of job-changes, and can recall how receptive we were to
those who first reached out to help orient us in a new community. We can read-
ily identify with the feelings of New Americans then when we offer them the joy
of Hakhnasat orhim — the joy of hospitality.
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THE STEPS TOWARD SYNAGOGUE ADOPTION

WHAT COMES FIRST?

If your synagogue is considering sponsoring a New American family — Soviet
Jewish emigres prefer not to be called Soviet Jews when they come here — one of
the first things to do is call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (SCM) at
(617) 244-6506, to speak with Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New American
Integration. In turn, the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts will inform both
the Jewish Family & Children’s Service’s Russian Resettlement Unit and the
appropriate religious movement (such as the UAHC's Social Action Intern) that
there is a potential adoptive congregation. Additionally, it will give your syna-
gogue representative the chance to discuss any issues or concerns which the
congregation might have either about the process or about organizing the effort
within your community. Synagogues in the Greater Boston area have, in the
past, participated in sponsoring New American families. The benefit of those
experiences will be shared with you. We have learned a great deal from them,
and feel very comfortable in reassuring other congregations that the joy of offer-
ing hospitality far outweighs the occasional tentative moments that come when-
ever a newcomer arrives.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AMERICAN
FAMILY COMMITTEE

Establishing a working committee is critical to this effort, as this group will most
likely represent the congregation in the process of resettlement. It is this commit-
tee which meets with the rabbi and president to set the congregation’s timetable
and guidelines.

The task of the working-committee can be divided into the following areas of re-
sponsibility:
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ROLE DEFINITION AND TASK ASSIGNMENTS:

One can anticipate that in the beginning, there is a great deal of dependency on
volunteers, but as time goes on and many of the initial processing appointments
are over, the New American family will become increasingly independent. On
the basis of experience from other congregations, it is suggested the committee
break down assignments into manageable portions. Thus, there should be one
sub-committee involved with apartment-hunting and a separate sub-committee
responsible for locating home furnishings. A separate group might work to help
co-ordinate moving furniture and household goods based on communal dona-
tions. Another volunteer effort should deal with transportation to initial process-
ing appointments at the various social service agencies that new refugees must
visit. It is necessary to describe as specifically as possible to volunteers what
their task is, what the expectations are to fulfill the job, and how important that
aspect of the resettlement program is to the success of the adoption. Congrega-
tions will be asked to appoint one volunteer as the synagogue liaison with
JF&CS. This person will be asked to meet with a staff member of the agency to
go over all details of the adoption process prior to the family’s arrival, and subse-
quently will be the link between the family and the agency. This is an important
role since all communication with the agency should reside with one person, to
avoid duplication and unnecessary phone calls or meetings.

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

It is important that the membership of the synagogue be informed and updated

on the adoption program, and that your community know of this endeavor.

Local newspapers are always in search of human interest stories, as well as

unusual humanitarian projects to share with their readers. The synagogue bulle- |
tin is a prime vehicle for communicating news, needs, and special requests.
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FUNDRAISING:

Synagogue sponsorship of a refugee family implies some degree of financial
support through the initial period of the resettlement process. Because many of
the needs of the New American family can be met with the donation of in-kind
contributions (i.e., goods such as furniture or a used car), there still remains the
need for assistance with the most financially demanding part of the resettlement
process: the high cost of rental property in and around Greater Boston. Unless,
as in some congregations even housing can be donated (for example, when a
congregational family was going on sabbatical, or a member of the community
owned many rental units and was able to offer an apartment at no cost for 6
months), it is recommended that congregations raise between $3,000 and $6,000 to
defray rental and other expenses. These dollar amounts are guidelines. Much
will depend on the levels of English of the family being helped, as well as the
need in the Greater Boston area for their particular employment skills. New
Americans, after 4 months in this area are eligible for refugee assistance programs,
but the amount of money those provide are not adequate for independent living.
The social service staff at JF&CS will be available for consultation on the matter of
financial support, and will be able to handle money distributions for synagogues
if funds were to be placed at the agency in an escrow account for the
congregation’s adopted family (see Appendix III).

The establishment of a New American Family Fund enables congregants to make
periodic donations to an earmarked fund, so that not all monies need to be raised
at one time. There are numerous ways in which to raise the necessary funds,
ranging from requesting a donation from every member family to having a fun-
draising event by various arms of the congregation, including your synagogue
youth group. Youth groups were staunch political activists on behalf of freedom
for Soviet Jews; they might welcome the chance to work for their resettlement.

These three areas — role definition and task assignments, public relations and
communications, and fundraising — are the three basic ingredients of the adop-
tion program. How a particular congregation puts the recipe together is up to
that community. For example, one congregation chose to announce the program

Page 3



with a letter to the membership which was co-signed by the rabbi, synagogue
president, and committee chairperson, while another chose to have a monthly
column in the synagogue bulletin dedicated to the project. Fundraising varies
from such methods as asking every congregational family for a donation of $18
to symbolize a new life in America, while another community launched the effort
with the rabbi initiating a “minyan of supporters” — ten people who would
donate $100 each to establish a firm funding base. It is suggested that there be
some method in which the rabbi or Board establish some financial cushion for
the program, in the event that the fundraising falls slightly short of the goal.
Often, a donor will come forward and speak privately with the rabbi or chairper-
son to say that that donor ‘can be counted on’ if an extra month’s rent is needed,
for example.

There is certainly room for congregational style and variation in the adoption
process which, in part, makes this such an exciting program. It is important to
point out here that there may also be variation in the needs of the adoptive fam-
ily, which allows for several differing models. For example, a synagogue may be
able to co-sponsor with a family their relatives if the sponsoring family does not
have all the available funds necessary to bring their relatives to this area. Or,
synagogues may be asked to sponsor in full the family of relatives who are them-
selves not yet financially independent and capable of the responsibility. JF&CS
will recommend adoptive families to congregations on the basis of need. With
the large numbers of Soviet Jews being allowed to emigrate, we often see new-
comers trying to assist their extended families who have also been given permis-
sion to enter the United States.

This is a most exciting time in modern history, and we Jews have a unique op-
portunity to make a difference. It should be reassuring to know that there is the
guidance of staff professionals at the various agencies associated with resettle-
ment (see “Resources”) consistently available to the synagogue committee, and
your synagogue need not refrain from becoming involved because of the seem-
ing enormity of the task. To the contrary, because there is a wealth of available
resources to help your congregation, this mitzvah is extremely plausible and
worthy of serious consideration.
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THE COMMITTEE IS IN PLACE —
NOW YOU'RE IN A FAMILY WAY!

Your congregation made the decision to adopt a family. You have a working-
committee and a fundraising base. Now what? The next step is for your com-
mittee representative to call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (617) 244-
6506 again, and speak with Barbara Palant, who will work with Jewish Family &
Children’s Service (JF&CS) to arrange for the adoption to take place. There are
many steps in the processing of New Americans before they arrive in the United
States, and at each point along the way there are possible delays. These delays,
which are out of the hands of the local agencies, may even include being able to
find available aircraft space for them to depart Vienna or Rome. JF&CS will try
to keep you updated on the status of your new congregational family. Your
understanding and flexibility with the process will be most appreciated. All
those in the resettlement program are as eager as you to make it as smooth and
pleasant as possible. As soon as final details are available, you will be notified.
Either at that point, or perhaps even before then, you may want to contact local
relatives of the New American family to co-ordinate the plans for their arrival.

THE DAY OF ARRIVAL

Usually the arrival at Logan Airport is a very emotional experience if the family’s
relatives are there to reunite with them. It can be an overwhelming moment! If
there are no relatives able to be at the airport, as may be the case with a very
elderly person, the synagogue delegation might carry a small sign with the
family’s name on it and a message of greeting in English and Russian, or perhaps
the religious school students could make a poster of welcome. Translators are
available to help with this.

Arrival at Logan Airport is the end of one long journey and the beginning of
another. About a decade ago, a young Soviet Jew who came to Boston wrote

these lines in a poem entitled, “Departure from Moscow™:
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The Kaddish for your past

was spoken in the embraces and tears
of those who love you.

The scenes that nourished your
childhood will remain behind

with your days of suffering in

this place,

the chaotic farewell.

You have chosen to be free!
Courageously you thrust yourself
into the future;

there is no Moses to lead you

but your heart.
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THE STEPS TOWARD RESETTLEMENT

A NEW BEGINNING

A day or so after their arrival, the official part of the resettlement process begins.
Each new family is assigned by JF&CS to a Resettlement Counselor, responsible
for providing assistance and information regarding the resettlement process, and
to a Job Development Counselor from the Jewish Vocational Service, responsible
for evaluating and guiding the New American into employment possibilities. Ad-
ditionally, an English-language placement must be made, as newcomers begin
English-as-a Second Language (ESL) classes within a few weeks of their arrival.
Medical and dental appointments are arranged by the Resettlement Counselor,
as well as a visit to the Social Security Office to apply for a number and card. All
of these visits will be orchestrated with professional help, and translators are
available at all settings, so you need not be concerned if volunteers from the
committee, and not a relative, are accompanying the newcomers.

A NEW JEWISH COMMUNITY

The resettlement agencies play a critical role while the synagogue community
plays a unique role. Soviet history is replete with examples of oppression and
government-sponsored attempts to destroy any remnant of Jewish expression.
We in the synagogue community now have an opportunity, right from the very
beginning, to demonstrate to these New American Jews that a part of the resettle-
ment process is their Jewish acculturation, and in this country, they need not be
afraid to be openly Jewish. It is important that we understand and accept the fact
that in the Soviet Union, Jews were not free to make their commitment to Juda-
ism public. To expect them to feel immediately comfortable with the way in
which we express ourselves Jewishly may be asking too much. To expect them
to be knowledgeable about Judaism in a free country assumes too much. And,
we need to keep in mind that for Jews from the Soviet Union, Hebrew, whether
spoken or written, is a third language. Therefore, it is suggested that one try to
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provide Jewish religious and cultural materials in Russian and Hebrew, or Rus-
sian and English. These are available either through the Synagogue Council, the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, or at the Hebrew College Library in
Brookline. Thus, the first Shabbat in freedom might be shared with your
adopted family by inviting them to a home for dinner and having available for
them the Sabbath blessings in Russian and English. Likewise, the family should
be invited to attend a synagogue service, in which the congregation warmly and
publicly welcomes their adopted family. (Tri-lingual siddurim are available
upon request.) A lovely touch is to bring to your family’s new apartment a wel-
coming basket, which might include some ritual objects, such as Shabbat candle-
sticks, candles, a Kiddush cup, a Chanukiah, and some Russian-language materi-
als to assist them should they wish to try to begin observing some Sabbath and
holiday rituals. Perhaps your rabbi would like to arrange a time to affix a
Mezzuzah to the doorpost of your family’s home, which is both a lovely begin-
ning for them and a wonderful catalyst for the community.

As time goes by, it would be appropriate to arrange for a quiet and personal tour
of the synagogue, since many New American Jews have not been to a synagogue
in the U.S.S.R. A personal tour, perhaps with the rabbi, might be a comfortable
way for New Americans to be introduced to some of the language associated with
the synagogue, such as “Aron Kodesh,” “Ner Tamid,” “Aliyah,” and “Torah.” It
is usually an extremely touching moment to place a Torah in the arms of an
emigre. As one emigre so beautifully said when he first held the Torah: “This
makes me feel connected to history.”

DEEDS OF LOVING KINDNESS

“G'milut Chassidim"” — deeds of loving kindness — are what this guide is all
about. There is no secret formula or magical recipe to bringing a stranger into
one’s midst. Much will depend on your committee, their creativity, their respon-
siveness, and their energy level. Not every involvement has to be a planned get-
together. Hopefully, congregants will reach out and casually offer to include
your new family in everyday events, such as a trip to a shopping center, a Broth-
erhood breakfast, an apple-picking excursion, a home Chanukah party, and the
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like. Itis also important to keep in mind that acculturation takes place by shar-
ing Jewish life together, and one should invite the newcomer to help prepare an
Oneg Shabbat for the congregation, or to work on a temple rummage sale, or
gather canned goods for Project Mazon. To ask the New Americans to share these
activities demonstrates what a vital and free Jewish community — a synagogue
community — is all about. These opportunities for the newcomer also provide
them with the ability to give something back to the congregation, creating a
mutuality of feeling for the concept of “g'milut chassidim.”
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APPENDIX |

RESOURCE GUIDE

We in the Greater Boston Area are most fortunate when it comes to excellent

resources to assist in the resettlement of Soviet Jewish emigres. What follows is a
brief listing of resources available to your synagogue and community:

Agencies Involved with Resettlement

Combined Jewish Philanthropies of
Greater Boston

Russian Resettlement Committee

One Lincoln Plaza

Boston, Massachusetts 02111

(617) 330-9590

Mr. Bert Paley, Chairman

Ms. Susan Ebert, Planning Associate

Jewish Family and Children's Service

637 Washington Street

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

(617) 566-1230 or (617) 566-5716

Ms. Nancy Bloom, Supervisor of the
Russian Resettlement Unit

Jewish Family Service of
Greater Framingham
14 Vernon Street
Framingham, Massachusetts 01701
(508) 875-3100
Ms. Ellen Bloch, Director of
Resettlement

Jewish Family Service of
Greater Springfield

1160 Dickinson Street

Springfield, Massachusetts 01108

(413) 737-2601

Ms. Donna Gaudreau

Jewish Vocational Service
105 Chauncy Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02110
(617) 426-6990

Ms. Judy Sacks

English-as-a-Second Language Program
¢/o Hebrew College

43 Hawes Street

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

(617) 738-4577

Ms. Marlyn Levenson, Director

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts

1320 Centre Street

MNewton Centre, Massachusetts 02159

(617) 244-6506

Ms. Barbara Falant, Co-ordinator of
New American Integration

Union of American Hebrew
Congregations - Northeast Council

1330 Beacon Street

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

(6171 277-1655

Rabbi Paul ]. Menitoff, Regional Director

Rabbi Susan Abramson, Director of
Resettlement

Mr. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern
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APPENDIX I

Agencies Involved With the Integration Process

The following agencies have outreach programs for New Americans, and are a valuable
resource in the resettlement/integration process. Included under this heading are Jewish

summer camp programs for children.

Leventhal-5idman Jewish
Community Center

333 Nahanton Street

Newton, Massachusetts 02159

(617) 965-7410

Brookline-Brighton-Newton Jewish
Community Center

50 Sutherland Road

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

(617) 734-0800

Ms. Ellen Schiller, Russian Resettlement

Outreach

North Shore Jewish Community Center
4 Community Road

Marblehead, Massachusetts 01945

(508) 599-0322

Striar Jewish Community Center
445 Central Street

Stoughton, Massachusetts 02072
(617) 341-2016

Ms. Sarah Ades Goodwin

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts
1320 Centre Street

Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159
(617) 244-6506

Ms, Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New
American Integration

Bureau of Jewish Education

333 Nahanton Street

Newton, Massachusetts 02159

(617) 965-7350

Ms. Shari Stier, Director of Shabbatonim

Jacob and Rose Grossman Camp
333 Nahanton Street

Newton, Massachusetts 02159
(617) 965-7410

Camp Kingswood

333 Nahanton Street

MNewton, Massachusetts 02159
(617) 330-9595

Resource Materials

The Hebrew College Library
43 Hawes Street

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146
(617) 232-8710

Dr. Maurice Tuchman, Direcfor

Israel Book Store

410 Harvard Strect

Brookline, Massachusetts 02146
(617) 566-7113

This houses an extensive collection of
Russian-Hebrew and Russian-English Juda-
ica, including materials for Jewish holidays,
literature dealing with Jewish themes, and
periodicals and newspapers in Russian.
Hebrew College has available, upon re-
quest, a Russian-English bibliography of the
collection.

Kolbo
435 Harvard Street
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

{(617) 731-8743

Page 11



17 WsrenEon Sieel
ooeare MELLMCTLET

02 14g-4319

6175685718
Fax Sif-4687

Mg G

3t hew Charoon Sieet
Bowon Uansacnhusen
Azt

E15. 22T Ghay

Fax 2371320

Pre e
Enrsorm 5§ Cioa
WDl Pag Ly
G a3 Fesaman
P | ey
S Sresman
Tregionse
Sdaiuen S aman

Agssa Mregsunes

Secrelny

Al e

A vnsw Secreiy
Bareim Lily

I vl bt [Pl W
VLS LRFL]

APPENDIX 1l

Jewish
Family O Children's
Service

To: Congregaclon Sponsors of Hew American Arrivals
From: Jewish Family and Children's Servicas

We at Jewish Family and Children's Service are grateful for
your interest in and commitment te our community's efforcs to
welcome New Americans and help ches to feel at home. We are pleased
to assist you in the resecclement of “your" family.

In order for this process to proceed smoothly, wa would like
to be surs that the responsibilicies of sponsorship are clear.
Sponsors omed Eo ba prepared to:

l. Meat "their" family ae the airport and provide food
and lodging uncil it is possible for the family co
liva independently.

2. Help the family Eind and rent an apartment and schedule
telephone and ucilicy imstallacion.

J. Provide adequate Einanctal support vhich s within the
Rafuges Medical Assistance guidelines.

4. Assist the family with initial appoinctmencs at JF & C5,
J¥S, Food Stamps, Medicaid, and sedical caore offices.

We know, of course, that you will welcome them into your
congregaction and halp them furnish cheir aparcmsnt, loock for a job
and begin to find their way in the Boston area. It is not a small
responsibilicty, but you will not be alone.

We at Jewish Family and Children's Service will be available
to meet with your congregation liason representative when needed,
and will provide all of our resettlement services to the family.
This includes the provision of information about relevant government
services, and links with other local resectlement agencies.

We look forward to this partnership in tha resecclsmenc of
family, a family of _____ members.

Congregacion Raprasencative

?n-ﬂ.ig racion Counsslor
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FURNITURE FOR NEW AMERICANS

APPENDIX 1V

I would like to donate the following items to those recently arrived from the
Soviet Union. [ understand that as newcomers arrive, I will receive a call from
the newcomer /sponsor to arrange a convenient time to pick up the donation(s),
which are in good/fair condition.

Name

Address

Home Telephone
Business Telephone

Best time to contact me

Items (please check)

good

Kitchen table
Kitchen chairs
Dining room table
Dining room chairs

Baby Furniture

@l
O
O
O
O

Crib with mattress
Changing table
Stroller

Dresser

Other

How many?

How many?

] Crib without mattress
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Bedroom Furniture

[]  Dresser(s) How many?
[0 Night table(s) How many?
[0 Twinbed with mattress [0 Without mattress
[C] Double bed with mattress [] Without mattress
B Queen-size bed with mattress [] Without mattress
[] King-sized bed with mattress [J without mattress

Living Room Furniture
Couch
Chairs (describe size)

Coffee table
End tables
Lamps
Desk

Desk Chair

goooooo

Other items in good condition [ would like to share:

Page 14



APPENDIX V
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES LIST

Below please find a list of free activities and outings that you can suggest to your

New American families or use together.

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain
Open daily dawn to dusk. Guided tours.

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER ART MUSEUM, 280 The Fenway, 566-1401
Free on Wednesday 12-5.

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO, Franklin Park, 442-2002
Monday - Friday 9 -3:30

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART, 955 Boylston 5t., 266-5151
Free on Thursday 5-8 pm

HARVARD SMITHSONIAN CENTER FOR ASTROPHYSICS, 60 Garden St., Cambridge,
495-7461, 3rd Thursday of each month.
Film and lecture at 8 pm followed by telescopic observing,
weather permitting.

MUSIC

NAMELESS COFFEEHOUSE, 3 Church St., Harvard Sq., 564-1630
Free folk and jazz music, Saturday 8 pm.

HARVARD CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, Sanders Theater, Cambridge,
Harvard Univ., 495-0311
Different times.

JANUS OPERA PRODUCTIONS, Church of the New Jerusalem,
130 Bowdoin St., Boston, 436-3767. Different times.

NEW SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 25 Lowell 5t., Cambridge, MA, 492-8105
Half hour recitals by faculty and guests, Tuesdays 12 pm.

LONGY SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 1 Follen 5t., Cambridge, 876-0956
Recitals Wednesdays 12:15 pm.

NOON HOUR RECITALS, Kings Chapel, 58 Tremont 5t., 267-2155
Tuesdays, 12:15 pm.

Page 15



FILM

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY FILM SERIES - Call for information.

LIBRARIES
Many town libraries have free passes to museums and historic sites which can be reserved in
advance. Check with the reference librarian.
YOU CAN FIND ONGOING ACTIVITIES IN:
Boston Globe Calendar Magazine - Thursday
Boston Herald Scene - Friday
Boston hoenix
TAB 655-0044 - Free Events
Brookline Citizen

The Jewish Advocate

ALSQO: Call EVENTSLINE 267-6446 for a recorded message of free cultural events.

Page 16
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindw' ~svared in the meeting.
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FAX (817 277-3491

NORTHEAST COUNCIL

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff
5750 Regronal Dwecor

1990

21 Shewat,
February 18,

COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM

Rabbis of Temples adopting {or considering adopting) New
American families

FROM: Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth, Burlington, MA
Chair, UAHC/NEC New American Resettlement Committee

Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC

Adcption process meeting follow-up

TO :

RE:

On Wednesday, January 31, a very successful meeting was held
to discuss the process of adopting a newly-arrived Soviet _
family. As you know, tens of thousands of Soviet Jews wa?t in
Italy for a family or synagogue to sponscr thelr immigration to
the United States, yet the procedure for adopting a New
American family can be complex. This meeting was an attempt tTo
clarify several aspects of the process: how to get your ‘
congregation involved; fundraising; the details of settling
them into an apartment, a new job, and ccngregatignal life; and
the policies of Jewish Family and Children's Service that
affect the process. .

This meeting was very useful; much important material was
covered. It was good that so many of you sent representatives
of your Temple to attend. To ensure that every congregation
raceives the information that was presented, copies of what was
distributed are enclosed in this mailing:

1) You will find a manual composed by Synagogue Council of

Massachusetts and the UAHC/NEC entitled "Out of the house of

bondage..." This manual is a step-by-step guide through the

adopticon process, starting when the temple decides to adopt.

2) A more detailed outline of the role of the congregation,

Wwritten by Rabbi Abramson, is included. These pages provide

helpful suggestions for dividing and accomplishing tasks;

you can also use it as a checklist of responsibilities.

3) Finally, enclosed is a copy of the agenda followed at the

meeting. This is not so you can see what you missed;

rather, the agenda provides the names of the people who
spoke at the meeting, as well as what they spoke about.

Now, if you have questions about a specific area of the

process, you can see whom you should call.

Please feel free to call Ken with any questions or concerns
you have about the adoption process or about the material
Please let me know whenever I can be
of assistance. _

Best of luck with your New Americans.
soon.

I hope to hear from
you

Plan to attend

Northeast Council Biennial, October 26-28, 1990 Sheraton Hyannis, Hyannis, MA



TEMPLE RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE
FUNDRAISING

Monthly bulletin articles explaining financial needs of family
"Minyanim of supporters" .
Identify individuals who may be willing to contribute larger sums

HCUSING +

Rent an apartment a week or two before the family arrives
*ask congregants or community people to rent their apartment without security deposit,
lower rent
*apartment should be in temple community
*can have fewer bedrocms than ® number of adults
Creative alternatives: "in-law apartment" in member's home, Summer home

FURNITURE

Lis® furniturs needed and contact person in Temple bulletin
Find somecne with basement/garage/storage area who can store furniture
Organize moving day.

*identify members who have access to trucks, vans

*organize group to collect furniture and bring to apartment

INTERICR DECORATING

Select which furniture will be used prior to moving day

Be at apartment on moving day to direct placement

Make sure basic needs have been met
*kitchen utensils, dishes, dry & canned goods, eta.
*bathroom necessities: soap, shampoo, etc.
=finishing touches: curtains, pictures on wall, etc.

Arrandex for telephone service (checose long distance service which allows them to call
the Soviet Union)

Begin electric service and heat

Provide Shabbat candlestick holders, mezuzah, prayerbook, Hannukah menorah, and as
many Jewish books as ycu can

A day or two prior to their arrival, make sure there is fresh food in the refrigerator,
including a prepared meal or two

LIAISON WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY IN LOCAL AREA

Make sure somecne contacts family in Vienna, Rome so they kmow name and locatiog
of sponsoring synagogue .

Monitor family®s progress in Europe and inform JFSCS of. any problems they encounter
with HIAS or the American Consulates

Confirm family's arrival date with them in Rome



WELCOMING

Organize group to graet family at airport
Prepare banners, signs in Russian & English (can be Religious School or Youth Group project)
Invite photographer to taks pictures (black & white for newspapers)
Flowers .
Make sure enough cars to transgort family & their luggage
Details which need to ke exglained to family when they arrive at their new, home:
*how to turn on faucets (particularly in shower) -
*thermostat
*open windows
*apartment buzzer in front lobby

NEGOTIATING BUREAUCRACY (as liaison & transportation provider)

Jewish Family & Children's Service (caseworker)
Jewish Vocational Service (job counsellor)

Hebrew College (English language test, then classes)
Social Security Office

Welfare Department (Zcod stamps)

Medicaid

Doctor (immigration health form)
Schools

DAILY NEEDS

Explaining appliances in agartment: stove (self-cleaning!), dishwasher, self-defrpsting
refrigerator, disposal, toaster-oven, vacuum cleaner, telephone, laundry, etc.

Explaining foods & how to prepare them (milk does not need to be boiled)

Fire alarm

Food shopping

Post office: stamps, how to mail letters

Bank: opening an account, checks, balancing checkbook, ATM card

Ascertain clothing needs & find donated clothing

EMPLOYMENT

Help write resume, cover letters

Teach about newspapers' "Help Wanted" sectiocn

Find head hunters

Drive to job fairs, interviaws

Network with temple members in similar fields
Coordinate activities with Jewish Vocational Service

DRIVING

learner's Permit (test can be taken in Russian)
Driving School

Locating car

Driving test

Reliable mechanic

SOCIALIZING

Invite to dinner
Visit



Tourguides
Babysitting

TEMPLE

Drive to Shabbat services

Bring to Sisterhood, Brotherhcod meetings - invite to speak
Enroll children in Religious School

Explain Jewish holidays, services

Provide them with means of learning basic prayers & songs (cassette tape of melodies)
Welcoming service (Religious & Ritual Committee, Youth Group)

Religious School assembly



‘ Union of American Hebrew Congregations
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NEW AMERICAN RESETTLEMENT MEETING
TEMPLE SHALOM EMETH, BURLINGTON, MA

JANUARY 31, 1990 / 5 SHEVAT, 5750
7:30 EM

NORTHEAST COUMNCIL
e v e AGEN
Vrce Prasidents
Eﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁﬂ I. Introductions
epklnie by . A. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC
Corvins e 2. Rabbi Susan Abramscn, Temple Shalom Emeth

James Abraham

Admimistraties Coordinator
Linda Osofsky

Dvrecror of Youth Activities
Morica Wamnsgtain
Campus Adwisars

Cathy Berkowitz

Lasha Morris

Resource Consultant
Didi Gillbers

Outreach Director

Paula Brody

Social Acrion lnrern
Kennath Carr

fsrael Shalach

Micha Balf

Loucational Conswitant
Esthar Karen

Martonal Board

Irving Belansky

Dr. Harold Faigenbaum
Marvin Freedman

Rabbi Roland Gittelzohn
Lois Gutman

Robert Holfman

Alan Igpadin

Howard Kaufman

Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Sol Levitas

Myrna Jacobs Rubin
Michaal Rukin

Marvin Rumpler

David Shapiro

Jarome H. Somers
Judith Yoftie

Naerronal Honorary Treasurer
Howard Wilkoff

UAHC

Chairman

Allgn B. Goldman
President

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Chair, UAHC/NEC New American Resettlement Committee

¢. Nancy Bloom, Jewish Family and Children's Service
D. Barbara Palant, Synagogue Council of Massachusetts
E. Congragational represantatives

II. The Congregation's Role -- Rabbi Susan Abramson
A. Convincing the congregation
B. Composing a committee
C. Tasks of the committee

III. The Adoption Process -- Barbara Palant

Iv.

V.

VI.

A. After deciding to adopt
8. Before the family arrives
C. After the family arrives

Relevant Policies
A. United States
B. Jewish Family

The UAHC's Reole --

-=- Nancy Bloom
government .
and Children's Service

Kenneth Carr

Questions

Plan to attend

Northeast Council Biennial, October 26-28, 1990 Sheraton Hyannis, Hyannis, MA
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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI

I udaism looks at the world with optimistic
eyves. While most men and women must con-
front the trials and tribulations of everyday
living and come to terms with personal trag-
edies and disappointments, our tradition
beckons us not to surrender to despair. The
Torah emphasizes that human beings are cre-
ated in God's image and must utilize their
intellectual and physical resources to improve
the quality of their lives. Thus, it is essential
that we go about our daily tasks with a posi-
tive outlook.

Unfortunately, burned-out leaders and perva-
sive negativism are harsh realities in many
contemporary Jewish communities. During
my ten vears in the rabbinate 1 have met a
number of “gloom and doom” congregants who
find fauit in every aspect of the synagogue's
programming. At the same time, they are
often resistant to change and reject proposals
which would make their congregation a better
place to worship, study, and socialize. At best,
they see their community as being destined
for perpetual mediocrity; there is nothing that
can be done which will substantially improve
the situation. Needless to say, real growth
cannot take place unless the lay leaders and
ordinary members feel good about their syna-
gogue and are committed to its welfare.

Negative people are among the most tor-
mented souls I know. They have chips on their
shoulders and are often eager to provoke an
argument. Such individuals take their unfin-
ished business from their past into their fam-

| ilies, into their places of work, and even into
| their churches or synagogues. The reason why

we hear sickening tales of dirty synagogue
politics (or dirty church politics for that mat-
ter) and of uncivilized behaviour on the part
of the clergy and lay leaders is that too many
people work out their personal problems in
inappropriate settings.

ADAR 5750

At the monthly singles’ program at the
YMHA, Barbara Findlay, Steven Moscovitch
and I asked each member of the group, “To
what animal do vou compare yourself when
you are at your worst?” The most common
answer was “the bear.” The *bear” is on the
prowl when we feel that life has given us a
rotten deal, when other people challenge our
beliefs or violate our territory, or when some-
one enjoys success that we fancy should be
ours. Indeed, the “bear” in Haman growled
fiercely when Mordecai refused to bow down
to him and challenged his authority. Because
of this personal attach on his self-esteem, he
was determined that Mordecai should pay
dearly by hanging on the gallows and that the
entire Persian Jewish community should also
pay by being exterminated.

What is the “bear”, after all? Just our own
insecurity, our own feelings of inadequacy, the
problems we can't face, the bits of ourselves
we can't love. We are our own bears. Until we
can change, accept, or make constructive use
of the “bear” that lurks within each of us, we
will see the world through distorted glasses.
Until we are in touch with our private agendas
and learn to like ourselves, we will never
relate to our fellow human beings in a mean-

ingful way.

As Temple Shalom enters its twenty-fifth
year, let us accept the challenges of operating
a growing congregation with courage, creativ-
ity, and a sense of purpose. Our community
will prosper only if we approach our duties in
a positive frame of mind. In the words of
Thomas Carylyle, “Give us, O give us, the
man who sings at his work! Be his occu-
pation what it may, he is equal to any of
those who follow the same pursuit in
silent sullenness. He will do more in the
same time—he will do it better—he will
persevere longer.”

RABBI JJEFFREY F. GALE



PURIM

(from Gates of the Seasons: published by the Central
Conference of American Rabbis)

Purim, which occurs on the fourteenth of the Hebrew
month of Adar (the fifteenth in Jerusalem), is a cele-
bration of the events described in the Scroll of Esther.
The holiday with its joyous carnival-like atmosphere
focuses on one of the main themes in Jewish history,
i.e., the survival of the Jewish people despite the
attempts of their enemies to destroy them. According
to the Scroll of Esther, the name of Purim is derived
from the lot (Pur) cast by Haman to determine the day
on which the Jews would be exterminated.

The story of Purim is about hunger for power and
about hatred born of the Jews' refusal to assimilate
and their unwillingness to compromise religious prin-
ciple by bowing before the secular authority. It is an
old story. However, it has been repeated many times,
making it both an ancient and modern story.

In the story it is related that Mordecai, Esther's cousin,
refused to prostrate himself before Haman, the vizier
of King Ahasueras. So infuriated was Haman that he
sought the annihilation of the Jewish people. Haman's
accusation against the Jewish people has become the
paradigm for all anti-semites: “There is a certain
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the
peoples...their laws are different from those of other
people, they do not obey the king's law, and the king
should not tolerate them”, The prudent actions of
Mordecai and the courage of Esther averted tragedy.

Purim recalls the dangers of minority status. Hatred

of the foreigner and the stranger is still prevalent
throughout the world. Anti-Semitism has not disap-
peared, but despite everything, the Jewish people has
survived,. Purim, however, is most of all a happy
story—a story of survival and triumph over evil.

It is a mitzvah to read the Biblical Scroll of Esther and
to celebrate the holiday with the congregation. As part
of the Megillah reading, it is customary for the listen-
ers to attempt to drown out the sound of Haman's
name by shouting or using Greggers.

The almost unrestrained merriment which pervades
the celebration of Purim makes it unique among the
Jewish holidays. Adults and children are encouraged
to wear costumes. Synagogues and communities stage
Purim plays, hold carnivals, and serve festive commu-
nal meals. All these activities are an expression of
great joy at having survived Haman and countless
other enemies.

In Ashkenazi communities, Hamantaschen, three-cor-
nered cookies filled with poppy seeds or other fruits,
are served on Purim. In many Sephardic communities
and in Israel, pastries called Haman's ears, Oznei
Haman, are served.

Traditionally Purim is a time for exchanging gifts. It
i8 customary to send gifts of food or pastries to friends
and family. The sending of these gifts is ecalled
Mishloach Manot, “the sending of portions.” It is a
mitzvah to send gifts to the poor on Purim. The send-
ing of gifts to the poor is an act of Tzedakah which is
especially connected with Purim.

SYMPOSIUM ON INTERMARRIAGE

“SHARE THE EXPERIENCE:
BRIDGES TO UNDERSTANDING”

By Jessie Carryl, Outreach Co-ordinator,
Canadian Council of Liberal Congregations.

Followed by a panel discussion:

ONE HOUSE TWO FAITHS
CHILDREN COFING

with audience participation

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH, 1990
1:30 - 4:00 P.M.
ADMISSION £5.00

AT THE Y.M.H.A.
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE

SPONSORS:

TEMPLE SHALOM MANITOBA INC.
Y.M.HA., JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE

947-0601 453-1625

Memorab Bsard

Price Structure for ’Q‘

Menorah Board

Plaques:
Flame—minimum  $1,000.00
Candle- 600.00
Candle Base— 400.00
Stem— 250,00
Base— 100.00
For further informaotion, pleaze

contact the office at 453-1625

THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL
BULLETIN WILL BE
MONDAY, MARCH 18, 1990.




SCHOOL NEWS

1. Report cards will be going out on March 11, 1990,
Parent-Teacher Interviews will be conducted on
Sunday, March 18, 1990 from 12:30 P.M. on. Your
child will bring home a note informing vou of your
interview time.

2. Our last day of classes prior to Spring Break will
be on Wednesday, March 21, 1990. Classes will
resume on Wednesday, April 4, 1990,

I would like to encourage each child to bring
“Tzedakah” - “charity” each and every week (Sun-
days). We have the blue boxes here at the Temple.
We would like our students to feel the rewards of
“giving” to others less fortunate than themselves.

4. PURIM CARNIVAL - Sunday, March 11, 1990 -
9:45 - 12:15. Please join us. COME IN COSTUME!

9:45 AM. - Megillah reading in Sanctuary
10:30A.M. - Carnival in Multi-Purpose Room

Our Purim celebration will take place on Sunday,
March 11, 1990, We would like to encourage our
Temple Shalom Religious School families to join us
for this joyous event along with all Temple Shalom
families,

The festivities will begin promptly at 9:45 A.M. with
the Megillah reading in the sanctuary. Each class

will mime out a section of the Megillah as it is read
by members of our School Board.

Following this, we will be having a Purim carnival
in the Multi-Purpose Room. Each class will be
setting up a booth. We will have hamentashen,
juice, and coffee booth, and a prize booth.

We would also like to encourage parents to set up
booths. The children will love it! If you and some of
your friends are interested, please let me or Eyal
Daniel know and we will do our best to accommo-
date vou and vour material needs.

3.

There will be a silver collection at the door to offset
the costs of the prizes.

Also, volunteers are needed to “man” the food booth
and prize table and silver collection. Please call me
or Eyal Daniel and volunteer your services.

Hope to see you and your families in costume on
March 11, 1990.

Joyee Billinkoff, School Director

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

This yvear for Temple Shalom is one of breaking new
ground and strengthening existing programs.

Our financial position as of July 31, 1989 is one of
stability and very many thanks to our past treasurer,
Allan Sopurkes for his hard work and dedication for
creating this stability. Ernie Strauss is carrying on
from Allan and has computerized our systems which
will allow for more current results.

Our school has doubled thanks to the efforts of our
dedicated School Board, School Director, Joyce
Billinkoff, and our tremendous group of teachers. Not
to forget Rabbi Gale. He has added new dimensions
and life to our programs such as Bagels and Blocks
and the Hebrew Bilingual Program to name a couple.
This year also sees five Bar/Bat Mitzvahs occuring and
very shortly our new Bima will be unveiled.

Our Outreach Program has a joint venture with the

YMHA on March 18, 1990 with a guest speaker from
Toronto,

Our Singles Program which is a joint venture with the
YMHA as well has been a success to date thanks to the
efforts of Barb Findlay and Steven Moscovitch.

We are sponsoring the Small Congregations Confer-
ence April 27 - 29th and all members are welcome, Call
the office for information.

We are in the process of forming a committee for our
25th ANNIVERSARY year in 1991, Please volunteer
if you can.

Temple Shalom is yours and membership growth is
essential. It is important each and evervone of us
invites prospective members to our services and func-
tions of the synagogue. I believe strong attitudes and
beliefs by each of us and communicating them will lead
to our successful growth.

Participation is difficult because we are all very busy

| but vital to our success. Please try and find a little time

to sit on a committee when asked.

This year has been exciting and the future looks even
more s0. We are making an impact in the community
and we will continue to keep the community aware of
Temple Shalom.

Please feel free to call me with any ideas or sugges-
tions. This way we can all learn. GET INVOLVED.

| Rick Wolfson

Eyal Daniel, Teacher in charge of Purim celebration | President



YAHRZEITS

HEBREW  ENGLISH WILLEE
DATE DATE READ ON

CHANA FAGA GOLDBERG, Mother of Lil Jacobson 2 Adar Feb. 27 Mar, 2

OSCAR FEUER, Father of Charles Feuer 3 Adar Feb. 28 Mar. 2
JOSEPH WOLODARSKY, Father of Marilyn Levitt 3 Adar Feb. 28 Mar. 2
HARRY SWARTZ, Father of Shelly Saidman 4 Adar Mar. 1 Mar, 2
BESSIE HILLIER, Mother of Charles Boyce 7 Adar Mar. 4 Mar. 2
MAX LEVINE, Father of Elliott Levine 9 Adar Mar. 6 Mar. 9
DAVID CASEY, Brother of Natasha Casey 12 Adar Mar. 9 Mar. 9
LILIJAN SINGER, Mother of Ray Singer 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9
DOREEN VALERIE FRANCES BOYCE,Daughter of Charles Boyee 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9
DINA WOLFSON, Mother of Wolfson 14 Adar Mar. 11 Mar. 9
ROSE JENOFF, Aunt of Steven Moscovitch 15 Adar Mar. 12 Mar. 9
SAMUEL SHELDON PAWLOW, Father of Mayver Pawlow 16 Adar Mar. 13 Mar. 16
JOSEFH ISAAC HILLIER, Stepfather of Charles Boyce 20 Adar Mar. 17 Mar. 16
SARAH NITIKMAN, Mother of Lee Schachter 22 Adar Mar. 19 Mar. 16
HELEN MAROW, Mother of Anya Strauss 23 Adar Mar. 20 Mar. 23
HANNAH DASHEFSKY, Mother of Dora Dragushan 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23
RAYMOND KEYNES, Brother of Irma Nepon 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23
HELEN DUBLIN, Sister of Anne Dublin 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23
REBECCA SOURKES, Grandmother of Allan Sourkes 28 Adar Mar. 25 Mar. 23

WHAT’S NEW

During the past several months, Temple Shalom has
instituted three new programs: “Bagels and Blocks”
(Jewish studies for pre- school children); Synagogue
Skills and Jewish Lore for children enrolled in He-
brew/English Bilingual studies at Sir William Olser
School, and regular seminars for single Jews at the
Y.M.H.A. We now wish to add a fourth experimental
project: programming for senior citizens, especially
those individuals living in Shalom Gardens and along
Grant Avenue.

An inaugural tea took place on February 13th. Over
twenty seniors met in the Multi-Purpose Room for
Coffee, Cake and a Chat. We briefly explored ways in
which we can meet the cultural and recreational needs
of this important segment of the Winnipeg Jewish
community.

Beginning on MONDAY, MARCH 12TH, Temple
Shalom will be providing lunch programs on alternate
weeks. Jacgue Sourkes has kindly agreed to cater

these luncheons, while Razelle Kovnats has gener-
ously offered to be in charge of the programs. At this
stage, the cost of the lunches will be $4.00. The lunches
are open to all men and women who are 55 years old
and over.

Members of Temple Shalom are invited and encour-
aged to participate in this new endeavour. Help would
be especially appreciated in setting up the Multi-Pur-
pose Room, or in providing transportation to those
seniors who would like to attend our Food, Frolic and
Fellowship but have no means of transportation to the
Temple. The success of this experimental program
depends largely on rekindling the spirit of volunteer-
igm in our membership.

Those individuals who are interested in attending the
bi-weekly luncheons or in offering their services
should contact Clara Rosenthal at 453-1625.

RABBI JEFFREY F. GALE



SOVIET JEWS ARE NOT SETTLEMENT FODDER

By Alexander M. Schindler

W There are several lessons to be learned from the unfortunate remark of Israel Prime Minister | :

F _ \
;r ‘Wirzhak Shatir linking the anticipated rbssive Sovidt immigration to retention of the West Bank

‘territories, Given Mr, Shamir's longstanding oppmr‘nien 1o relinquishing any part of Judea and
b, Sararia. the the faror that greered his statement was natural enough.
3 The Prime Minister insisted he had been misundersiood. He did not mean, he said; that he

ante 10 hold on to the West Bank as homes for new Soviet immigrants. What he intended to S8Y. 7

\was that fsrael must be a "strong” or "great” state but not necessarily larger in size. (In Israel, the :

phrase “Greater Isrel" is political shorthand for an Isragl that holds on to all of the mmtorleﬁ now -

underits control,)

One lesson to be learned is that in @ world of advanced communications, politicians in
derrocracias like Israel can no longer be sire that what they tell one group -« even privately - iwilir
ot be ransmitted o the ceneral public. In offering his thoughts on a "large” or "great” Israel, MrpL
1y anempting to assure members of his Likud Party that he had no intentdon of ; ,
Israe] down the river, as his rivals in Likud, led by General Ariel Sharon, have charged. | . ;

Shamir was clear

selling
The mouble was Eht the speech was covered by American and other foreign correspondents, tha d

story went around the world and even the Siate Department was moved to ¢riticize the an : ':‘:; &

Minister {or speaking out of tum, Fas
i Ty

nts such as Mr. Shumir's «- nomatter how innocently ¢

Another 1esson is that stateme -
(

u ]
intended, as the Israell Prime Mhusm assures us -- provides ammunation for those Arab L8

¥
x*n;frem.n s who oppose wm‘,g"an* 1o Isrzel under any circumstances and who cling to the goal #J )

a Palestinian state that will ultimately encompass nm only the administered territories but Israel I

iiself. Regrertably, Mr, Shamir's words have mu,hm off a wave of protests by Arab groups I:hﬁ P! .;J
e
I

'&

have conclenmned Jewish m‘srmgradm 10 Palestine since the earliest days ofthﬂmeat 10VE

I 'f




Mr, Shamir's remerk gave thern a golden opportunity 10 marshal anti-Israel sentiment on an

international basis -- and also, it should be noted, to silence moderate Arab forces, thereby stalling

the Middle East peace initiative. At the same time, Arab prolests agalnst the movement of Jews
from the USSR to Israel also constitute a potential stumbling block for Soviet President Gorbachev
in his contnuing effort to liberalize Kremlin policy on Jewish emigration.

But the most important lesson to be learned from the incident is that the emigration of
massive numbers ofJews from the Soviet Unlon to lsrael is 100 imporant to be used for political
PLIPOSES. )

This great homecoming of what is expected 10 be hundreds upon hundreds of thousands of
Jews from the Soviet Union can only be described as one of the great decisive urns of Jewish
history, ranking with the very founding of the Jewish state and the mass immigration to Israel
during the latz 1940's and early 1930's from the DP camps of Europe and from the Arab lands of

North Africa, Irag and Yemen. L
For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freedom means, at 1ast, the chance to build a lrl’a
far from the quickening curse of anti-Semitism. For the Jews of Israel, the new freedom means
the renewitl of 2 dream that some had supposed was obsoléte, the chance 10 refresh the authentic
purposes of a Jewish national home. For the Jews of the United States and Canada, ours is the
opportunity and challengelo provide the resources that will ganslate the dream of freedom into the

reality of reunion.

- —

In this great endeavor, we wisr&r be more than passive check-writers to the United Jemfﬁ 3
Appeal. We want and mean to be pariners, helping insure that every dollar is spent responsibily,
efficiently, effectively. Nor is our shared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion. The i
restoration of the early vision of Israel's purpose is inherently a restoration of a vision of peace as m? 4 ;
well. The people of Israe! know that chronic viclendee and war not only inhibit immigration but

also exhause the energies and treasure of the nation that must now be turned to the sacred task of

ingathering
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There is grave danger in seeking to vse this new opportunity for political purposes. The
homeceming of our people ranscends polities -- but politics can spoil it. Soviet Jews are not
settlement-fodder, nor should "Operation Exodus” (the name given by the UJA to the tasks of
immigration and absorption) be a caver for the pursuit of ideological goals.

The ingathering of Soviet Jews cannot become a pawn in the debate over a "large" or
“yreat” lsrasl; if those who enter the partnership with enthusiasm are led to conclude that their
efforts are being exploited by partisans of one view or another, their enthusiasm will surely wane, "-‘-i

The mass movemeni of Soviet Jews to Isract has gimu_ us the opportunity to write @ mw ‘1{.5'
chapier, to muke possible a new beginning, to bring new life to our people and to our drearn --the

2/8/90 X X X

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler is president of the Union of American
Hebraw Cnngmg:ﬁans, central body of Reform Judaism in the United
States and Canada.

# & #
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
f; PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 {2121 2480000

February 2, 1990
7 Shevat 5750

TO: UAHC CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENTS & RABBIS
RE: OPERATION EXODUS

The enclosed THE DREAM, AGAIN is a critical call to action

in support of Operation Exodus, the worldwide effort to
facilitate the absorptiion of Soviet Jews in Israel. 1 urge
you to reproduce this important statement in your temple bul-
letin so that the total North American Reform Jewish community
will be informed of latest developments.

Also enclosed is a copy of the UAHC Resolution on Soviet Jewry
as adopted by the Biennial Assembly in New Orleans, November,
1989, It is germane to the subject.

In the light of this new thrust, I urge your congregation's
Soviet Jewry Committee, together with your ARZA and Social
Action Committees, and other congregational groups, to move to
take action as required to support fully Operation Exodus
through your local Federations, as well as to help resettle the
Soviet Jews among us. To this end, suggestions for congrega-
tional assistance for Soviet Jews will be available from Betty
Golomb, Chairperson of the UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry,

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021.

As a united North American Reform community, together with our

fellow Jews, let us join hands in providing support and suste-
nance to our brothers and sisters who join us in freedom.

=

A1l good wishes.



THE DREAM, AGAIN

In all of Jewish history, there have been no more than ten or so
dates that will be remembered as long as there are Jews to remember
things. Most generations of Jews have lived and have died without
ever witnessing the decisive turns of Jewish history except through
the clouds of memory. Yet, within the 1lifetime of our own
generation, those clouds have parted not once, but twice, and we
have seen the turning with our own eves.

First was the Kingdom of Night, then was the rebirth of the
Republic of Hope.

And now there is the Reunion, the great homecoming of hundreds upon
hundreds of thousands of Jews from the Soviet Union, vesterday's
trickle becomes todav's flow, tomorrow's flood.

Through the tumultuous vears of modern Israel's brief history,
there have been moments of pure vindication, moments when all
complexity has disappeared and the elemental reason for a Jewish
State has stood in stark and pure relief. The mass immigration in
the late 1940s and early 1950s, from the displaced persons' camps
of Europe and from North Africa; vears later, Operation Moses, the
rescue of Ethiopian Jews; now, Operation Exodus, perhaps as many
as a million and a half Soviet Jews ingathered, welcomed.

For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freedom means, at last, the
chance to build a life far from the quickening curse of anti-
Semitism.

For the Jews of Israel, the new freedom means the renewal of a
dream that some had supposed was obsolete, the chance to refresh
the authentic purposes of a Jewish national home.

And for us, for the Jews of North America, there is an esgential
role to play in the fulfillment of this new chapter of our people's
dream. Two years ago, a quarter of a million of us gathered in
Washington to speak for the freedom of our people. That freedom
is now ours to enable.

But freedom is not free. To bring masses of Soviet Jews to Israel
means to provide housing, schools, jobs, lest the invitation to a
new life prove a cruel and bitter hoax, lest the reunicn sour.
Here are Jews, eager to come; here is a nation eager to receive
them. But they cannot come and they will not if there is nowhere
for them to live, to learn, to work.



Plainly, it 1is our task to provide the resources that will
translate the dream of freedom into the reality of reunion. As
plainly, we want and mean to be more than passive financiers as
that translation is written into our people's history. We want and
mean to be partners with the Soviet Jews and partners with the
Israelis, going beyond the raising of dollars and the signing of
checks to helping ensure that every dollar that is spent is spent
responsibly, efficiently, effectively.

It is unthinkable that the Jewish people will allow this glorious
opportunity to shrivel, that we will allow ourselves to be
remembered as the generation that had history in its grasp --- and
let go of it.

Nor is our shared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion.
The restoration of the early vision of Israel's purpose is
inherently a restoration of a vision of peace, as well. The people
of Israel Kknow that chronic violence and war not only inhibit
immigration, but also exhaust the energies and the treasure of the
nation, the energies and the treasure that must now be turned to
the sacred task of absorption.

We call attention to the danger of seeking to use this new
opportunity for peolitical purposes. The homecoming of our people
transcends politiecs -- but politics can poison it. Soviet Jews are
not "settlement-fodder," nor ought Operation Exodus be a cover for
the pursuit of ideoclogical goals. The absorption of Soviet Jews
must not become a pawn in the debate over a Greater Israel: if
those who enter the partnership with enthusiasm are led to conclude
that their efforts are being exploited by partisans of one view or
another, their enthusiasm will surely wane.

Above all, we call on each and every American Jew, in all our
congregations throughout the 1land, working through our local
federations, to join in this partnership in reunion, to lend hand
and heart and pocketbook so that we may together enter history.
For that is what is here at stake. Together, it has been given us
to write a new chapter, to make possible a new beginning, to bring
new life to our people and to our dream --- the dream of freedom,
of peace, of home.

In this book of life, it is we who must inscribe our names.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

February 1990
Shevat 5750



ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
November 2 - November 6, 1989 - New Orleans
JEWRY

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations is encouraged by the
significant changes regarding the ability of Soviet Jews to leave
the Soviet Union as demonstrated by the dramatic increase in
emigration numbers and the easing of the emigration process. We
lock forward to a more systematic approach for Jews to exit which
will reflect the establishment of a new policy in accordance with
international norms and laws, a system which would grant permission
to any Jew to leave the Soviet Union with dispatch.

Glasnost has resulted in granting more freedom to all religious
groups in the Soviet Union. After years of virulent anti-semitism,
constant harassment, and denial of human rights, Soviet Jews have
begun to benefit from the internal changes in official religious
and cultural poclicies. Within the USSR Jews are today forming
cultural groups, Hebrew language classes, Jewish libraries and new
congregations.

While we rejoice in this modern miracle, we cannot forget the
oppression of past decades, and that Glasnost has alsc brought with
it renewed outbreaks of anti-Semitism. Now, therefore, is the time
to build wvigorously the Soviet Jewish culture and to mold the
movement for emigration inte a force so irrepressible that it can
withstand even a setback in Soviet policy.

THEREFORE, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations resolves to:

1l Recognize the progress which has been made and urge the
government of the Soviet Union to:

A. Dissolve the existing Council of Religiocus Affairs, the
official department regulating religious matters in the
USSR, to permit greater individual, intellectual, and
personal freedom of religious and cultural expression.

B. Officially recognize Hebrew as the national tongue of
its Jewish minority.

el Permit the establishment of rabbinical seminaries and
other Jewish educational institutions.

D. Allow the free and full distribution of Jewish
educational materials from the outside world to the
members of the Jewish community and permit the
establishment of publishing houses for cultural,

(See over)



2.

3.

Call

Call

educational, and religious materials.

Repeal all Soviet laws that obstruct the teaching of
Judaism and Jewish cultural matters.

Institutionalize the liberalized procedures for
emigration.

upon the United States government to:
Significantly raise its overall refugee quota ceiling.

Provide financial assistance required to absorb Soviet
Jews in Israel.

upon every Refarm congregation to:

Make temple membership for Soviet Jewish umigrﬁs and
religious school enrollment for their children available
on a favorable basis.

Form or revitalize a committee on Soviet Jewry in order
to:

a) Prod our synagogue members, and the Jewish community
at large through local federations, to give or
guarantee the resources required for the absorption
of Russian Jews both here and in Israel, through
campaigns such as the "Passage to Freedom" campaign.

b} Initiate a person to person effort to integrate
Soviet immigrants into the life of our synagogues.

c) Encourage congregants to make job opportunities
available to Soviet Jews.

d) Commend the World Union for Progressive Judaism for
its efforts to nurture the development of Liberal
Judaism and to establish a Reform Jewish network
within the Soviet Union.

e) Pledge our full support in the creation and
distribution in the Soviet Union of appropriate
educational materials about Reform Judaism,
including materials in the Russian language.

£) Commend the State of Israel for its ongoing efforts
te integrate Soviet Jewish emigres into Israeli
social, political, and economic life despite its
current economic difficulties.

gl Extend thanks and appreciation to Betty Golomb, who
has almost singlehandedly coordinated the Union's
efforts in this realm for many years.



December 15, 1989
17 Kislev 5750

Dear Betty and Dan:

Your generous contribution toward the critical work of

the Task Force on Soviet Jewry means a great deal to me.
Betty, in addition to the marvelous day-to-day work yvou
have undertaken in this area of concern, this gift under-
scores yeur devotion to this cause. And, Dan, it's so

good to know that you share Betty's concern for our Russian
boothers and sisters.

Our Union is fortunate to have leaders such as the two of
you. I hope you know how much you are appreciated for all
that you are and all that you do.

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards from house to house.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

Mr. and Mrs. David Golomb
250 East 73rd st.
New York, Ny 10021



& ' MEMORANDUM

Albert Vorspan Date 12/14/89

From
To Fred Cohen

Copies Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Subject
I am delighted to enclose the attached check from Betty and Dan

Golomb of $5,000 to be applied exclusively to the Task Force on
Soviet Jewry which Betty chairs.

o -
.r*-

\W// Union of American Hebrew Congregations

ZT% 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100



November 22, 1989
24 Heshvan 5750

Mr. Manfried Mauskopf
2235 Hoffnagle Street
Philadelphia, PA 19152
Dear Mr. Mauskopf:

I thank you very much for sharing your thoughts
with me. I much appreciate your having done so.

The information you were kind enough to share is
very helpful and I will certainly seek to make it
known within our Councils.

With gratitude 1 am,

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




MANFRIED MAUSKOPF : Y
2235 HOFFNAGLE ST. .
PR M @/b,j%”( |
November 12, 198 \
Al

I\.- 1 )
Rabbi alexander Schindler, President “WL J,ig)g‘}
J

Unien ef aAmerican Hebrew Cong.

Lear Habbl Schindler:

I regret that I have te respectfully disagree with your
recent statement at the UAHC conventien that Soviet emigre
families are dropping out of Jewish life "because American
Jewms have failed te reach out" te them, The fact of the matter
is that the former have not shown any desire or inclimatien
in the first place te enter Jewish life despite the many
oevertures of hundreds of schools and congregations.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter containing the results of a
survey which I recently conducted te ascertain the number

of Rusgian Jewish children in our community receiving ,ny type
of Jewish education which I sent to scores of communal leaders
both locally and nmationwide, 1 am also enclosing a reply from
one of your colleagues, Rabbi Maslin, In adaition there is

an article by the Hosh Beth Din of Australia bemoaning the
fact that the Soviet emigres there, Just as here, do not
identify with the community, ever set foot im a synagogue,

or provide their offspring with a Jewish edusation,

Lord Jakebowitz, Chief Rabbi of the British Commonwelath,
has repeatedly stated that we should stop encouraging our
Russian brethren irom settling in Western countries since
they rapidly assimilate . At least in lsrael their children
will be Jews,.

Yhe "Passage to Freedom" campaigh is a failure since American
Jews have finally realized that it will only entice more
Rusgiand to choose the U,S. instead of Israel where they belong.
Let us hope that those groups with vested interests (HIAS,
Federations, etec.) will not sabotage the new governunet poliey
on immigratiom which will hopefully direct more emigres to
Israel.

despectfully,

/ / W /dﬁ’d/

Manfried Mauskopfl

e




2235 Hoffnagle Street,
Philadelphia, Pa, 19152
kay 15, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
UAHG

Lear Sir: .

.
I recently completed a survey of all the Hebrew schools in the
Greater Northeast ranging from urthodox day schools , afternoon
and Sunday schools of all factions to ascertain whether there has
bsen an increase in the number of Russian children attending
since my inltial survey conducted six years age, Despite the fact
that there has been an influx of several thousand more kussian
Jewa during this interval the actual number enroclled in all the
scheols i1s less than ene third ef what it was in 1983, In the
latter year the total was 79 of which 58 were enrolled in the
Beth Jacob &Schoel which has closed its' doors sinee then. The
current total is 28 of which 10 attend the Klein branch of the
Hebrew Sunday Scheol Society plus ene more child at a different
Sunday School leaving a grand tetal ef 17 in regulare Hebrew classes
out of a Russian scheol age pebulatien exeeeding 1500,

The abovae figures paint an appalling picture of the lack of Jewish
identity on the part of our Soviet brethren despite their pretestations
that they were not permitted to practice eheir religion nor to provide
a Jowish education for their youth. It is apparent that Jewish

education is not one of their priorities although scholarship aid
is available in all the schools,

This deplorable situation represamnts a complete failurs en the part

of all the communal agencles which are responsible for the settlement
of all these immigrants. While they have made marked progress in a
material way it is obvious that the rate of alienation and assimilation
is proceeding at a very fast pace with the strong pessibility that

an entire generation of Huesian youth will again bes lost from a

Jewish standpoint. ( During the past decade since they started to

arrive 1 have yet to meet a single teenager or child in any of the
numerous synagogues in the nNortheast.)

Facilitating their absorption through special campalgns such as
"Pagsage to Freedom®, will as stated by the prominent hew York Jewish
leader, habbli Lewish Bernsteién, assure their freedom te rapidly
assimilate inte the mainstream, Unless we succeed in diverting thie
new gtream of hussian Jews te lerael we are alding and ~betting their
Jewigh alienatien by luring them with offers of greater asssidince
upen reaching eur shores, lsr.el cannot pessibly match the "fringe
benefite* which await them here. In lsrael,willingly er unwillingly,
They would remain Jews something which is very doubtful here,




2

No less a leader than Natan Sharansky, the recognized cpokesman
for Soviet Jewry, has repeatedly denounced such spacial drives

for resettling kussian Jews in the U,S. since they only encourage
more"dropouts”,

oince it 1s appareont that we have failed to ®gelln Jewish education
to our Soviet brethren we should attempt to improve Jewish life

in the Soviet Union now that new winds are blowing across the Kussian
atapfa: and stop enticing them to come here so that they will opt

for larzel whose visas enable them to leave "Mother huseia® in the
first plaoce. There they can share in building their own homeland.

With every new Soviet arrivel in the U,.S. we are only undermining
lereel's morel and hictorical ciaim gae the Jewish hemelend, We are
simply tracsfering the lset, large, potentiYslieserveir of inmigrants
for lsreel frem one disspors to anothet one whers they quickly
discard what little Jewigh * baggage® they bring with them,

Sincerely,

manfried Mauskopf
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M Mslor; D Mo, DD

Senior RaBBi

Raform Congregation

KENESETH ISRAEL

York Road and Township Line
ELKING PARK, PEMNSYLVANIA 1907

June 7, 1989

Mr. Manfried Mauskopf
2235 Hoffnagle Street
Philadelphia, Pa., 19152

Dear Mr. Mauskopt:

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the
enclosures about the absence of Russian immigrant children in
our Jewish educational institutions. You are absolutely correct
in recognizing this as a serious problem, and I share your fears
about the possible assimilation of these people.

I do not know whether you are aware of the
fact that Federation is also deeply concerned about this problem.
Along with the "Passage to Freedom" campaign, everyone agrees
that there must be much more emphasis on Jewish identity pro-
grams, especially education for children. Everyone also agrees
that it would be far more desirable for the Russian Jews to go
to Israel. But they cannot be coerced. The problem is a complex
and very serious one.

Thank you for your congratulations on my pre-
sidency of the Board of Rabbis. Please be assured that I shall
be directing a lot of my attention to religious and cultural
opportunities for Russian Jews in Philadelphia.

g |
Simeon J. Maslin

SdM:mb
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another Palestinian state was made
acceptable before any talks and negotia-
tions had been carefully planned. This
hasty talk with Arafat made the PLO
the sole Palestinian authority. By what
measure, by what Palestinian choice?
Like the Central and South American
terrorists who have slain thousands,
every local Palestinian official who did
not accept blind obedience to Arafat
was murdered so that Arafat and his

‘| crew of killers can claim to be the sole

choice of the Palestinian people —
gangland style.

It is not enough for us to regret these
developments. It's our duty to raise our
voice, to write to the State Department
and to President-elect Bush, giving our
opinon of the regrettable developments.
Joseph A.D. Sutton

‘Stranded’ Jews evoke
little sympathy here

The current plight of the 1,000
Russian Jewish families ‘‘stranded® in
the Italian resort town of Ladispoli on
the shores of the sunny Mediterranean
Sea waiting to be granted “‘refugee
status' by our government does not
seem to arouse very much concern or
sympathy in the American Jewish com-
munity.

Their obstinacy in their refusal to
procesd to lsrael — whose visas enabled
them to leave their Russian homeland —
is a sad commentary on their Jewish
identity and their desire to raise their
children as Jews. Would that our
persecuted brethrén in Syria, Yemen
and ‘Ethiopia were in similar circums-
stances, faced with the “terrible" dilem-
ma of choosing between immediate
absorption in Israel, whose soil they kiss
upon arrival, or waiting indefinitely for
American visas in an alien although

pleasant land.
Perhaps Isi Leibler is correct in his

assessment (Dec. 23, 1988) that we
should rearrange our priorities and
concentrate on providing assistance to
those Russian Jews who are determined
to remain in the Soviet Union and build
a vibrant Jewish cultural and religious
life now that the authorities have
loosened the reins of dictatorship.,

Heretofore, as he claims, we simply
provided a passage to rapid assimilation
in the West. With new winds blowing
across the Russian steppes and tundras,
a renaissance of Jewish life is possible so
that in time the past glory and achieve-
ments of a once proud and creative
Jewry may be restored.

The indestructible “‘Pintele Yid, " the
eternal spark of Judaism that forever
burns in each Jewish breast, may once
again by rekindled into a bright flame if
we utilize the opportunities that are
slowly opening up undgr the new leader-
ship. Those who are ¥rcere in their
desire to reassert their Jewish identity
and transmit their ancient heritage to
their offspring will participate in this
national rebirth or proceed to Israel to
affirm their loyalty to our people.

The others will continue to be at-
tracted to the “‘fleshpots' of the West-
ern world where they may, unhindered,
be rapidly assimilated into the main-
stream.

Manflried Mauskopf

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

All letters to the editor must be
signed, although requests for
anonymity will be respected. We
reserve the right to edit for style and
length. Send latters to the Exponent,
226 5. 16th St., Phlladelphla, Pa.
19102.




September 26, 1989
26 Elul 5749

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy

Senator from Massachusetts
315 Russell

Uwited States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kennedy:

The Senate's passage of new and more generous standards
for the admission of Soviet Jews to the Umited States

is heartening. 1 am deeply grateful to you for all of
your efforts in this realm of concerm.

Please mccept heartfelt thanks, in behalf of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, the Jewish people, and on
& personal level. You ecan slwaye be counted on for soop-
eration and support of humanitarian efforts.

With fond regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
838 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK NY 10021

I WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT LAST NIGHT THE SENATF ADOPTED NEW
AND MORE GENEROUS STANDARDS FOR ACMITTING SOVIET JEWS TO THE
UNITED STATES AS REFUGEES,

THE LEGISLATION, WHICH SENATCR FRANK LAUTENBERG AND I SPOMNSORED,
WILL BRING NEW HOPE TO THE THOUSANDS OF REFUGEES NOW LANGUISHING
IN ROME, AS WELL AS TO TME MANY OTHERS STILL IN THE SOVIET UNION
WHO WILL BE SEEKING FREEDOM IN THE COMING YEA&R.

THIS IS A GRATIFYING FIRST STEP TOWARD REDFEMIMG OUR NATION'S
PROMISE TO THOUSANDS OF SOVIET JEWS WHO MAVE BFEN PERSECUTED

TOD LONG, I LOOK FORWARD TO ITS PROMPT ENACTMEAT, AND TO FURTHER
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT AMERICA'S RESPONSE TO THIS®S NEED IS FULL AND
FAIR AND PROMPT,
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June 17, 1988 /LP |

Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler, Union of American Hebrew Congregations
President 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.10021

Dear Rabbi A. Schindler:

Your warm letter appeared to be such a nice addition to all the

wondeful things that have been happening to us since the time we

finally got together. Looking back right now we, from time to

time, have to tell ourselves that everything around is real. We

have met wonderful people, we have got good freinds,

We are really honoured to have Linda and Lennard Thal as freinds,

and we can tell you that they are the most beautiful people we have

ever met,

Our life struggle has not been over yet, but, after all, that is what

the human beings have been created for, so we enjoy it.

We are looking forward to meeting with you, and if we ever can be

of any help in your both small and global projects, the pleasure

would be entirely ours.

Again, let us thank you ever so much for the beautiful letter and

good wishes, Hope to meet you in the nearest future.

Yours sincerely,

fcﬁuf}a(\w& ! f:‘r'f jﬂa L‘.{y L}?Ld/i‘:‘..{ff"
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May 4, 1989
29 Nisan 5749

Ms. Shoshana S. Cardin

Chairman

MNational Conference of Soviet Jewry
10 East 40th Street

Suite 907

New York, NY 10016

Dear Shoshana:

I am deeply grateful for yvour prompt response to my request.
The information you were good enough to share with me is im-
portant and I am grateful for vour offer to keep me informed
as matters develop in regard to this decree.

With warmest recgards and every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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SHOSHANA 5. CARDIMN

April 28, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

Thank you again for your timely intervention and assurance. The
enclosed is a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to existing
legislation in the USSR. We have asked the State Department to give
us the benefit of their analysis and have already received some analysis
from Soviet Jews who are studying the implications and ramifications,
The first impression is that in some ways this legislation may be even
more restrictive and prohibitive with regard to demonstrations, public
assemblies, or statements against government. 1 will keep you informed
as to the latest reports with regard to this decree.

Cordially,

_Lakoo__

Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman

S8Curk

Enclosure

MATIOMAL OFFICE: 10 EAST 40TH STREET, SUITE 207, NEW YORK, M.Y. 10016 « (212) 6796122
WASHINGTOMN OFFICE: 1522 K STREET, NM.W.. SUITE 1100, WASHINGTON, D.C. 200085 « (202) 898-2500
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April 25, 1988
20 Nisan 5749

Ms. Shoshana Cardin

3624 Anton Farms Road

Pikesville, MD 21208

Dear Shoshana:

It was good chatting with you.

ﬂurfng our conversation you mentioned new restrictive
legislation which has been promulgated in the Soviet
Union. Please bring me up to date.

With appreciation in advance and warm regards, 1 am

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler May 4, 1989
20 Wisan 5749
Mr., Albert Vorspan

You will recall that Shoshana CArdin called me up to express
her concerns about our resolution on the Jackson-Vanek Amend-
ment. She told me that the Soviet Union is considering even
more restrictive legislation which would make it advisable
not to vield on that point.

I attach a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to ex-
isting legislation in the U.S.8.R. Shoshana is waiting anal-
ysis from the State Department. Soviet Jews who have looked
at ¥his proposed amendment and commented concerning its im-
plications and ramifications tell that in some ways this
legislation may be even more restrictive and prohibitive if
with regard to demonstrations, public asserblies or statr-
ments against the government.

I just want to keep you abreats.

This will also remind you that Shoshana indicated that she
would be more than happv to attend our Biennial.

Obviously, this information should go to :'the Resolutions
Committee or whatever committee will act on the proposal of
the Social Actions Commission.

Thank you.



SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION

The Controversy
Over Destination
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Mr. Harris is the American Jewish Committee's Washington
Representative. The author would 1like to acknowledge the
invaluable contributions of Judith Golub, Assistant Washington
Representative, and Julie Goldsmith, the Legislative Intern in
the Washington office, in preparing this document, and David
Geller, Director of European Affairs of AJC's International

Relations Department, in preparing the section on immigration
and refugee provisions.
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Introduction

There are few more contentious, complex, or emotional issues
in Israeli-Diaspora life than what has been termed the Soviet
Jewry drop-out gquestion. Over the years, this issue has aroused
passionate debate that recently has intensified. Faced with a
Soviet Jewry drop-out rate of nearly 90%, the Israeli Government
this year has taken preliminary steps to try and increase Soviet

Jewish aliyah.

In 1988, the Israeli Government began to issue immigration
affidavits ("vyzovs") indicating that Israeli visas could only be
picked up at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest, and the Israeli
cabinet approved a proposal stating that all Soviet Jews who
receive exit visas for Israel from the Soviet Union must travel
to Tel Aviv via Bucharest. Such a "direct flight" option which
channels Soviet Jews through Romania, the only East European
country with full diplomatic ties with Israel, would deny Soviet
Jews the chance to fly to Vienna where they could "drop out" to
other countries such as the United States. Therefore, those
wishing to resettle in the United States would have to apply
directly to the U.S. for entry visas.

Clearly, 1Israel cannot wunilaterally insure the plan's
implementation. Many other factors must be taken into account,
including the views of other relevant governments which will be
noted later, as well as the differences within world Jewry. The
prevailing American Jewish view has been to support freedom of
choice for every emigrating Soviet Jew. Yet, American Jews also
have expressed the hope that more Soviet Jews would settle in
Israel. The Israeli Government contends that the drop-out rate
itself has contributed to the Soviet decision to reduce
emigration, particularly in the years between 1979 and 1986, and
has denied Israel its most important resource, people. Given the
issue's complexity, a workable compromise will not be easy to
find.

Background
Oone of the most extraordinary chapters in modern Jewish
history began unfolding in the mid-1960s. Soviet Jews,

previously thought to have been destined to disappear through a
deliberate Soviet policy of spiritual genocide, began to awaken.
Almost miraculously, the Kremlin had failed to force some two
million Jews to assimilate by denying them even the limited
access to religious and cultural self-expression other religious
and national groups in the USSR have been afforded.

Gradually, individuals and small groups of Soviet Jews began
to demand the right to be reunited with their relatives and to



return to their historic homeland, Israel. From Georgia, Latvia,
Lithuania and other outlying areas, and from heartland cities,
such as Moscow, Kiev and Leningrad, Jews formulated appeals and
petitions to Soviet and Western leaders, engaged in previously
unheard of demonstrations, and contacted Moscow-based Western
correspondents. They were motivated by many diverse factors:
deep-rooted Zionism; desire for reunification with family members
dispersed as a result of the Second World War; religious fervor;
pride in Israel's lightning victory in the Six-Day War; and the
growth of Soviet anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. Jews claimed
the right of repatriation to the Jewish State, consistent with
their interpretation of previous Soviet repatriation accords
with such countries as Poland and West Germany. Further, they
asserted that the right to leave any country, including one's
own, was recognized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international accords to which the USSR had give its
assent.

when the Soviet gates finally were opened in 1971, Soviet
Jews rushed to leave. Overcoming innumerable obstacles,
including an antagonistic and unpredictable bureaucracy,
denunciations by former classmates and colleagues, loss of jobs,
and the fear of isolation and arrest, many Soviet Jews succeeded
in leaving for Israel. Others, victims of Soviet arbitrariness,
were denied visas on grounds ranging from the alleged possession
of state secrets to the absence, regardless of the applicant's
age, of parental permission. Still others, as is well known,
were imprisoned for their activities in support of the resurgent
Jewish national movement.

Jewish activism in the USSR was directed almost exclusively
at the desire to live in Israel. Petitions, letters, and study
groups made Israel the centerpiece of the movement. Tens of
thousands of Soviet Jews who left the country by plane or train
proceeded to Vienna, the Western transit point. Within a few
days, with the help of the Jewish Agency for Israel, the quasi-
governmental institution, they were on their way to Israel.
Until the 1973 Yom Kippur War, only a very few announced upon
reaching Vienna that they would proceed to other countries,
principally the U.S., largely for reasons of immediate family
reunification. Because these cases were so few in number and
appeared to involve humanitarian considerations, the Jewish
Agency hardly gave them a second thought. The American Jewish
community, with the support of the U.S. Government, stood ready
to assist these migrants.

—0ut Phe enon

Few could have foreseen that this trickle of "drop-outs"
would become a flood within a very few years. From October 1968
to June 1988, approximately 113,500 Jews left the Soviet Union on
Israeli visas, arrived in Vienna, and there declared an intention
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to proceed to countries other than Israel. (During the same
period 171,500 Soviet Jews resettled in Israel.) But as noted,
only in late 1973 did this phenomenon first became noticeable,
and it has risen steadily since. (Please refer to Appendix A for
statistics documenting this increase). There have been many and
varied reasons for this increase in the numbers who drop-out,
including:

& Concern about the turbulent Middle East situation in the
wake of Israel's decisive but costly wvictory in 1973, which
shattered the image of Israel's invincibility fostered by
the 1967 war;

® The limited number of truly committed Zionists among Soviet
Jews, partly a result of forced assimilation and vicious
anti-Israel propaganda, particularly after 1967;

a Critical letters from Soviet Jews in Israel to their friends
and relatives in the USSR focusing on difficult resettlement
experiences -- the legendary Israeli bureaucracy, declining
economic opportunities, an ambivalence among Israelis about
any new group of immigrants, placement in unappealing
smaller towns and cities. Not surprisingly, these letters
managed to pass the Soviet censor far more frequently than
those which praised Israel;

° Expleoitation by the Soviet authorities in the press and
elsewhere of stories of difficult adjustment by Soviet Jews
in Israel;

° Growing awareness of the U.S. option, previously unknown to
most prospective Soviet Jewish emigrants;

® The snowballing effect of ever increasing numbers proceeding
to the U.S. and, to a lesser degree, to Canada, Australia
and other Western countries to join relatives and friends;

Ll Stories of the tragic circumstances of those Soviet Jews who
left Israel seeking to emigrate to other countries, but were
unable to benefit from the financial assistance of American
Jewish organizations and were no longer recognized by the
U.S. Government as refugees eligible for priority admission
inte the U.S. Many of these Soviet Jews spent months or
years in limbo in Belgium, Greece, Italy and other West
European countries;

& The realization that it is easier to first resettle in the
U.S. and then, if desired, move to Israel than vice versa;

® The growing number of mixed marriages among the emigrants,
and;



™ The continued threat of war and terrorism in the Middle
East.

Essentially, the debate over the drop-out phenomenon has
been dominated by political and philosophical arguments. The
political argument revolves around whether the Kremlin really
cares where exiting Soviet Jews resettle. Those who contend it
does have argued that the high drop-out rate could lead the
Soviets to curtail emigration altogether as soon as they realize

that Soviet Jews could not be viewed as repatriates. The
Soviets, unhappy that any of their citizens would seek to leave,
would accommodate those they characterized as repatriates. At

least in such cases, Soviet citizens who might otherwise demand
the same right of emigration could be offered some justification
why they were not given permission to leave. Clearly, others
besides Soviet Jews would leave the U.S.S.R. if given the chance
to do so.

To illustrate the point, a joke circulated in Moscow shortly
after the decennial census in 1979. Brezhnev called Kosygin into
his office and asked how many Jews were listed in the census.
"Nearly two million," responded the Soviet premier. "I have an
idea," said Brezhnev. "Why don't we let all those who want to
leave, emigrate. That will solve two problems at once. We'll
get rid of all the troublemakers here, and we'll win some
favorable publicity in the West. What do you think?" "Fine
idea," replied Kosygin. "But how many of the two million do you
think would actually leave?" asked Brezhnev. "Surely no less
than five million!" answered Kosygin.

Thus, given that others doubtless want to emigrate--
Ukrainians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Pentecostalists, and a score
of other religious and national groups, not to speak of an
unknown number of everyday citizens who desire improved
political or economic conditions -- Soviet Jews who left the
USSR with wvisas for Israel, but chose instead to resettle in a
third country, could no longer be considered repatriates. They
thus became indistinguishable from other Soviet citizens. Guilty
of deception, they could jeopardize the chances for those left
behind who legitimately desired to live in the Jewish State.

Others have argued differently. In their wview, the key
question for the Kremlin's decision-makers has not been Soviet
Jewish emigrants' final destination. Rather, it is whether to
lgt Jews, or anyone else, leave the country. From an ideological
viewpoint, should anyone be quitting the "socialist paradise?"
And, from an economic perspective, should the country permit
often valued and scarce professionals and workers to leave? Once
they leave, does it matter to the Kremlin if they proceed to
Israel, where they strengthen a Soviet adversary and strain
relations between Moscow and the Arab states, or to the U.S.,
where they are welcomed as refugees by the Soviet Union's most
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powerful foe?

In this view, the central question for the Kremlin has been
a matter of, not repatriation, but rather the Soviet-American
relationship. The rise in emigration from the low point in 1986
may support this position. This increase in no way can be linked
to the issue of destination since, even though 80-90% of the
emigrants are not proceeding to Israel, the Soviets continue to
issue exit wvisas at a stepped up pace. If Soviet Jewish
emigration is one of the prices to be paid for improving
superpower ties, the Kremlin may not like it, and may, at times,
balk, but it recognizes the linkage. Thus, the ebb and flow of
Soviet Jewish emigration has been dependent, not on the final
destination of the emigrant, but the state of ties between Moscow
and Washington.

on a philosophical 1level, an egually intense debate has
raged. Those who most wvigorously oppose and seek remedies to
curb the high drop-out rate have argued that there can be no
discussion of Jewish refugees in a world where a Jewish State
exists to welcome Jews. Refugees are those who have fled
persecution or the threat of persecution based on racial,
religious, national, political, and ethnic grounds, and seek a
new home. But Soviet Jews differ from, say, fleeing Poles or
Cambodians. These Jews leave their native country with Israel
stamped on their wvisa as their destination, and Israel stands
ready to welcome them and cffer them permanent resettlement. Is
it not an offense to the State of Israel to recognize an Israeli-
visa holder as a refugee? Let Soviet Jews first come to Israel
and, if they later decide to leave, they are free to do so,
although they obviously would have to qualify for entry into
another country. Israel is a democratic society and the hundreds
of thousands of yordim (those who have left Israel) give sad
testimony to the right of Israelis to resettle in another
country.

Critics of the high drop-out rate also argue that the
American Jewish community is, in effect, competing with Israel,
thereby unwittingly contributing to the weakening of the Jewish
State, by making it relatively easy for Soviet Jews to bypass
Israel. They note that fewer Soviet Jews proceed to Israel, a
country heavily dependent on immigration and that American Jewish
philanthropic dollars must be spent in the U.S., rather than in
Israel, for resettlement costs.

Opponents of this view maintain that it is unfair to accuse
exiting Soviet Jews of deception if they leave the USSR with
visas marked Israel, but then proceed elsewhere. How else could
they have left the country? 1Is it not the overriding goal of the
Soviet Jewry movement to bring out as many Jews as possible,
regardless of their final destination? Does world Jewry have the
ethical right to turn its back on fellow Jews in need simply
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because they have decided not to resettle in Israel, where, after
all, no more than 30% of the world's Jews live? 1Is it fair of
those American Jews who oppose the drop-outs to do so from the
comfort and security of their Diaspora homes? What would be the
symbolism of the U.S., 43 years after the Holocaust, again
closing its gates, even if only to some Jews?

nt velopm

In the past 18 months, a number of events have occurred that
have turned the theoretical possibility of direct flights to
Israel, without the chance to drop out in Vienna, into a
potential reality. On January 1, 1987, the Soviet Union
announced new exit and entry regqulations which, in theory at
least, permitted emigration applications based on invitations

from immediate relatives -- parents, children, siblings, spouses
-- in any country, in addition to Israel, with which the U.S.S.R.
has diplomatic relations. This change provided the first
concrete possibility for a two-track policy: Soviet Jews

desiring alivah would depart the U.S.S.R. with Israeli visas
while those -- at least with close family members in, say, the
U.S5.-- seeking resettlement in the U.S. would leave with an
American visa. (See Appendix B for statistics on direct Soviet
Jewish immigration to the U.S. with American visas.) Many have
suggested that this two-track policy could form the basis for a
compromise over the drop-out issue. (See Appendix C for a
description of the U.S. refugee and immigration provisions.)

puring a visit to the United States the following month,
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir asked President Reagan to
deny refugee status to Soviet Jews so they would no longer enjoy
priority admittance to the United States. In response to
Shamir's request, State Department spokesman Charles Redman said
that there would be no change in the U.S. policy supporting
freedom of choice for Soviet Jews.

The issue did not die, despite the State Department's
obvious lack of support for Israel's attempt to prevent further
drop=-outs. Later in 1987, 144 emigrating-Soviet Jews left the
Soviet Union, and chose to proceed to Israel via Bucharest rather
than Vienna. They sought to demonstrate support for the Israeli
goal of direct flights and the viability of an exit route through
Romania.

Against a Dbackdrop of intensified diplomatic contacts
between Israel and the Soviet Union, the Israeli Government in
April 1988 began issuing amended immigration affidavits
("vysovs"). These affidavits indicated that henceforth the
Israeli visa could be picked up only at the Israeli Embassy in
Bucharest, and would no longer be issued by the Dutch Embassy in
Moscow, Israel's representative in the Soviet capital since 1967,
If the plan worked, there would no longer be a chance to "drop-

6



out" as had been the case for exiting Jews whose first
destination was Vienna.

On June 10,1988, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir met at the United
Nations. Apart from the Middle East peace process, they focused
on the Israeli desire to send a diplomatic contingent to Moscow.
Shevardnadze indicated that the Israeli team was likely to be
admitted in late July. After their talks, Shamir noted the
Soviet Foreign Minister's view that while Moscow was receptive to
Israel's effort to channel Soviet Jews emigrants to Israel
through Romania, the Soviet Union actually did not care in which
country exiting Soviet Jews settled, an apparent rebuttal of the
longstanding Israeli contention that the final destination point
of the Soviet Jews was of concern to the Kremlin.

On June 19, one week after the Shevardnadze-Shamir meeting,
the Israeli Cabinet formally affirmed by a 16-2 vote that Israeli
visas would be issued only to those Soviet Jews who in fact wish
to come to Israel. Rather than flying from Moscow to Vienna,
Jews immigrating to Israel would pick up their entry visas in
Bucharest and then proceed directly to Tel Aviv. (Romania is the
only Warsaw Pact nation that, not only did not sever diplomatic
ties with the Jewish State after the Six Day War, but continued
to maintain a wide range of links, including flights between
Bucharest and Tel Aviv on both E1 Al and Tarom, Romania's
national airline.)

Supporters of the Israeli action argued that they were not
seeking to deny Soviet Jews the right to resettle elsewhere.
Opportunities now existed, they noted, for Soviet Jews to apply
for immigration to the U.S. However, the fulfillment of the
Israeli plan is still subject to some unresolved questions and
several potential pitfalls.

Future Prospects

Rumors concerning the plan and its future abound. For the
moment, though, there are many more questions than answers, and
it is uncertain whether any significant changes will, in the end,
result.

What is clear is that Soviet cooperation is needed if the
Israeli plan of bringing more Soviet Jews to Israel is to work.
The support of the U.S., Dutch, Austrian and Romanian
Governments, and a nod from the American Jewish community, also
are required, not to speak of assent from Soviet Jews themselves
who, after all, are the objects of all this effort.

It's worth looking briefly at each of these important
players.



(1) Soviet Union: Will the Soviets go along with the
Israeli move? For the Israeli plan truly to succeed -- and that
means both an end to the "abuse" of Israeli visas used as no more
than exit documents, as well as, much more importantly, an
increase in immigration to Israel -- Moscow must cooperate in
insuring that Soviet Jews with Israeli documents fly either
directly to Israel, which is currently impossible, or wvia East
Europe where presumably it would be impossible to drop-out. As
long as Moscow permits Soviet Jews to exit to a Western transit
point, i.e. Vienna, the drop-out phenomencn will continue. But
is it in Moscow's interests to accede to the Israeli desire? The
Kremlin knows both that the U.S. supports freedom of choice and
that Arab nations are hostile to greater Soviet Jewish migration
to Israel. Some Soviet Jews have speculated that the Kremlin
might agree to the Israeli plan only if it determined that, in
the end, fewer Soviet Jews would seek to leave than now do under
the current system.

Moscow's cooperatigon also is needed in another area: An
Israeli diplomatic team is expected to receive entry visas on
July 27 and travel to Moscow the next day, thereby mirroring the
presence since 1987 of a Soviet diplomatic contingent in Israel.
What will the Israelis' role be in Moscow? Will they eventually
be permitted to replace the Dutch -- Israel's representative in
the U.S.S.R. since 1967 -- and issue visas? Soviet officials
have stated that the Israelis would not now be allowed to do so.
In that case, an arrangement between Jerusalem and The Hague is
needed. Such an agreement is possible but, as will be seen,
uncertain.

(2) United States: The U.S. traditionally has supported
freedom of choice for Soviet Jews and has opposed any Israeli
move to compromise that principle. But U.S. cooperation is
essential for the Israeli plan to work. For example, Israel's
position would be undermined if the U.S. broadly interpreted a
proposed regulations change on asylum, drafted in April by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service. (See Appendix D.) This
change could have the practical effect of redefining Soviet Jews
arriving in Israel as being eligible for priority admittance to
the U.S. as refugees. Such a step of defining these Jews in the
Jewish State as refugees would raise profound moral and political
questions. However, Secretary of State Shultz has not yet
indicated his views on such a change in regqulations, although at
this point he reportedly is leaning against their adoption. To
some degree, Shultz is likely to be guided on this and related
issues by the views of the American Jewish community.

The U.S. could invoke still another option that would
undermine the Israeli position: The U.S. could press the Kremlin
to permit Soviet Jews to depart for Western transit points even
if their documents indicated Bucharest as the first destination
point, and provide assurances to, say, Austria that Soviet
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emigrants arriving in Vienna would be offered resettlement in the
U.s.

Finally, the U.S. also could press the Kremlin for a genuine
two-track policy. Those who want to go to Israel would leave via
Bucharest; those seeking U.S5. resettlement would apply for a visa
at the American Embassy in Moscow. Indeed, the two-track concept
might well serve as a basis for compromise. But, if the Soviets
were to relax further their emigration policy and permit even
those Jews without immediate family in the U.S. to apply for an
American visa, no increase in aliyah likely would result.

(3) Netherlands: As noted earlier, unless the Israeli team
in Moscow is permitted to issue visas, the Dutch will continue to
play a central role. They have supported freedom of choice and
have indicated displeasure with the Israeli plan to reroute
emigrants through Bucharest. If there is to be a shared
diplomatic arrangement in Moscow, will the Dutch fully cooperate
to help implement the Israeli plan? For the moment, it appears
not. This issue was on the agenda during the bilateral talks
that took place during the Dutch Prime Minister's recent visit to
Israel. Reports indicated disagreement between the two sides. A
bilateral working group will be established to see if any
compromise can be achieved.

(4) Austria: From the Israeli viewpoint, Austria could
play a spoiler's role. If the Kremlin should prove indifferent
to transit points, thereby permitting Soviet Jews to purchase
tickets for Vienna, the way station for 20 years, the Israeli
goal would be sabotaged once again. Austria has resisted those
past Israeli efforts to bring more Soviet Jews to Israel via
Vienna while denying them resettlement opportunities elsewhere.

(5) Romania: Bucharest is the least of Israel's concerns.
The iconoclastic Warsaw Pact nation presumably would stand to
benefit from the Israeli plan. And with an Israeli Embassy in
Bucharest and direct air links between Bucharest and Tel Aviv,
logistics would be quite easy.

(6) American Jewry: The wvast majority of American Jews
have supported Soviet Jewish immigration to Israel as essential
to the well-being of the Jewish State. However, most American
Jews also have endorsed the principle of freedom of choice. On
June 8th, 11 major national Jewish agencies expressed support
for the direct flights concept. Several, including The American
Jewish Committee, based this support on the existence of a
genuine two-track policy that offers Soviet Jews freedom of
choice in Moscow.(See Appendix E for the full text of the
statement.) It is uncertain at this point that such a two-track
policy is in effect, even with the recently announced resumption
of the issuing of some U.S. entry visas in Moscow. (The issuing
of entry wvisas had been suspended due to a shortage of funds.)
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Unlike the Armenians who have been leaving the Soviet Union for
the U.S. at a current rate exceeding 1,000 per month, Jews who
apply for a U.S. visa are subjected to a strict interpretation of
Soviet emigration policy concerning family reunification. Would
American Jews support the Israeli plan if Soviet Jews had only
limited opportunity to leave the U.S.S.R. for the U.S.?

(7) Soviet Jews: Here lies the biggest gquestion mark of
all. No one can accurately predict how Soviet Jews would react

to an Israeli plan to bring more of them to Israel. And if more
do not land at Ben Gurion Airport with the intention of
permanently resettling in Israel, then what has been the point
of the whole exercise? If it all only proves an effort to
restore the dignity of the Israeli visa by ending its abuse, it
certainly will have come at a high price -- tensions between
Jerusalem, Washington and other governments, between Israel and
segments of American Jewry, and between Israel and those Soviet
Jews who will feel that Israel sought to deny them their freedom
of choice, not to speak of the criticism directed at the Israeli
plan by some columnists and editorial boards in the U.S. press.
But, if the net result is a significant boost in immigration,
Israeli officials understandably will deem the effort a success.

khkkkkhkkhk

The Jjury is still out on whether the plan will ever
effectively be implemented and, if so, if it actually will shift
emigration towards Israel. What is not in doubt is that the
future direction of Soviet Jewish emigration is one of the most
discussed and intriguing gquestions in Jewish life today.
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Recent Chronology

*January 1987. The Soviet Union introduced exit and entry
regulations which update a 1970 statute on entry into the
U.S.S.R. For the first time, the Kremlin formally recognized
that departures by Soviet citizens can, under certain
restrictions, be permitted. The Soviet Union began to accept
applications for emigration essentially based on invitations from
immediate relatives -- parents, children, siblings, spouses -- in
any country with which the USSR has diplomatic relations (in
addition to Israel). Nine categories for refusal of exit
applications were listed. Interestingly, paragraph 30 notes that
"Questions of entry into the U.S.S5.R. and departure from the
U.5.5.R. for personal reasons may also be regulated by bilateral
treaties between the U.S.S.R. and other states." This would hold
out at least the theoretical possibility of emigration accords
between, say, the Soviet Union and Israel or the Soviet Union and
the U.S.

*January 1987. Aryeh Dulzin, head of the Jewish Agency and
the World Zionist Organization, announced that the Jewish Agency
hoped to arrange direct flights from Moscow to Tel Aviv in order
to avert dropouts (The Jewish Week, January 2, 1987). "Neshi
[the drop-out phenomenon] should be condemned in the strongest
terms," Dulzin said, "as should all the organizations that assist
them. Soviet Jews are not refugees. Neshira undermines the
effort to open the gates of the Soviet Union and provides the
Soviet Union with an excuse not to open them " (Washington Jewish
Week, January 8, 1987),

*February 1987. Moshe Arens, Israeli Cabinet minister in
charge of Soviet Jewry, spoke about the issue of refugee status.
Arens said, "We think that it is basically incorrect to say that
someone who has received a visa to come to Israel, and who is
under the Law of Return and becomes an Israeli citizen when he
steps on Israeli soil, is a refugee." Arens also charged that
the rise in drop-outs directly resulted in Soviet restrictions on
immigration. "The Soviet cutoff had a lot to do with the drop-out
problem. . Soviet officials have complained that these people are
not going to Israel " ( The Washington Post, February 15, 1987),

*February 1987. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir asked
President Reagan to deny refugee status to Soviet Jews so they
would go first to Israel. State Department spokesman, Charles E.
Redman, said there would be no change in the U.S. policy
supporting freedom of choice (The New York Times, February 20,
1987).

*February 1987. In a meeting on February 21 with selected
leaders of the Los Angeles Jewish community, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir raised the drop-out issue. Expressing Israel's
concerns on three fronts he noted that: (1) The high drop-out
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rate threatens prospects for Soviet Jewish emigration generally.
He remarked that Soviet officials, including former Soviet
Ambassador to the United States Anatoly Dobrynin, had made t@is
point several times. (2) Israel needs Jewish immigration for its
survival and growth. (3) The fraud and deception of those who
use visas only to drop out is an affront teo Israel's
sovereignty.

1988

*April 1988. The Immigration and Naturalization Service
submitted proposed rule changes on firm resettlement and asylum,
among other issues, for a thirty-day public comment period. The
proposed regulation state that "An alien is considered to be
firmly resettled if he entered into another nation with, or while
in that nation received an offer of permanent resident status,
citizenship, or some other type of permanent resettlement unless
he establishes (a) That his entry into the nation was a necessary
consequence of his flight from persecution, that he remained in
that nation only as 1long as was necessary to arrange onward
travel, that he did not establish significant ties in that nation

" {See Appandlx D for full text of proposed regulation. The

eéegal Register, April 6, 1988)

*April 1988. The Israeli Government began issuing amended
immigration affidavits ("vyzovs") which indicate that the Israeli
visa can be picked up only at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest.
This represents a change in Israeli policy as it would suggest
that the only exit route available to Soviet Jews with Israeli
affidavits would be wvia Romania. There would no longer be a
chance to "drop-out" as had previously been the case with Vienna
as the first destination of exiting Soviet Jews (Chicago Tribune,
April 18, 1988).

*May 1988. An unnamed Israeli Government source familiar
with Soviet Jewish affairs commented on Israel's policy on Soviet
Jewish emigration. He said Israel is not against freedom of
choice for Jewish immigrants, but wants to put a stop to the
undesirable practice of using a visa to Israel as a means to go
to the U.S. or other countries. He said a two-track system would
be best, in which Jews who want to come here (Israel) can do so
through direct flights, and those who want to go elsewhere would
do so through Vienna or another transit point. He further noted
that Soviet Jews who want to go to countries besides Israel can
in theory apply directly for visas to these destinations, in
accordance with the 1987 statement by the Soviet emigration
office. "Israel does not want to prevent Soviet Jews from joining
their relatives in America if they want to," he said (Jerusalem
Post, May 21, 19838).

*May 1988. A Soviet official denied that Jewish emigrants

would in the future be required to travel via Bucharest directly
toe 1Israel, according to Karl Blecha, the Austrian Interior
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Minister. Blecha stated that he had been told that Jews applying
for exit wvisas will still have the option to emigrate by way of
Vienna (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, reported in The Baltimore
Jewish Times, May 27, 1988).

*June 1988. Prime Minister Shamir, at a June 6 meeting of
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations in New York, said on the drop-out issue, "It is
the perpetuation of fraud to grant Israeli visas to Soviet Jews
not planning to go to Israel. It undermines our credibility. It
impugns our integrity. It undermines our sovereignty."

*June 1988. Eleven major American Jewish organizations
issued a joint statement on June 8 in support of Israel's "direct
flight"™ policy but, at the same time, expressed support for a
program for direct invitations from Jews settled in North
America to their relatives in the Soviet Union. (A copy of this
statement can be found in Appendix E.)

*June 1988. Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze and
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir met at the United Nations
on June 9 to discuss the resumption of Soviet-Israeli diplomatic
relations. After this meeting, Shamir noted that the Soviet
Foreign Minister indicated that while Moscow was receptive to
Israel's effort to channel Soviet Jewish emigrants to Israel
through Romania, the Soviet Union did not care in which country

exiting Soviet Jews settled (The Washington Post, Friday June
10, 1988; Washington Jewish Week, June 16, 1988),

Shamir and Shevardnadze agreed to set up a timetable for the
next step in Israeli-Soviet interaction. A visit to Moscow by an
Israeli consular delegation was agreed to, to begin in late July.
Shevardnadze made it clear that while in Moscow, the Israeli
consular officials will not be permitted to issue visas to Soviet
Jews seeking to emigrate to Israel (The Washington Post, June
10, 1988).

*June 1988. The Israeli Cabinet, by a vote of 16-2 (the
negative votes were cast by Ezer Weizman of the Alignment Party
and Yitzhak Peretz of Shas), decided on June 19 that Jews who
receive exit visas from the Soviet Union to Israel should arrive

directly in Israel. Thus, Jews leaving the Soviet Union will
pick up their entry visas at the Israeli Embassy in Bucharest,
Romania and proceed directly to Israel (Jerusalem Domestic

Radio Service, June 19, 1988).

#*June 1988. Morris B. Abram, Chairman of the HNational
conference on Soviet Jewry, issued a statement on the Israeli

Cabinet decision concerning emigration from the USSR. "The
action of the Israeli Cabinet is a welcome and positive response
to recent changes in Soviet emigration policy," Abram said. "The

new Israeli procedure reaffirms the principle of free choice in
emigration: Jewish emigrants who wish to emigrate to the United
States and Canada should be able to do so by applying to the
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embassies of those countries in Moscow after receiving
invitations from their family members."

*June 1988. Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennady
Gerasimov said that Moscow agreed with the United States in
opposing Israeli moves to make Soviet Jewish emigres settle in
Israel. Gerasimov said that although Israel's intentions were
unclear, Moscow supported the position taken by U.S. State
Department spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley. Gerasimov gquoted Oakley
as saying, "that if we stand in favor of freedom of movement, we
cannot dictate to people where they go " (Reuters, June 21,
1988).

*June 1988. Columnists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak
commented on the implication for Soviet Jews of the regulations
proposed by I.N.S. in April. "The new regulations . . ." wrote
Evans and Novak, "would keep the 'political refugee' door open
for Soviet Jews to come here even if they are sent to Israel
first. Today Soviet Jews flown to Israel automatically lose
their 'refugee' status. If they want to see the Statue of
Liberty, they have a long wait in Israel before getting on the

regular U.S. immigration quota for Israelis " (Chicago Sun-Times,
June 27, 1988).

*June 1988. Reports surfaced of a "deal" between Israel and
the Romanian Government, according to which Israel will pay
Romania between 70,00 and $80,000 for each Soviet Jewish
immigrant passing through its territory on the way to Israel.
The payments would be made by the United Jewish Appeal and from
donations raised for this purpose. It also was reported that
Simcha Dinitz, chairman of the Jewish Agency and World Zionist
Organization Executive, flew to Romania to wrap up the deal.
Romania, according to this report, will also be granted "special
trade arrangements," whereby Romania would be able to export wood
and glass products to the United States via Israel, thereby
benefiting from the tax breaks granted to Israeli exports to the
United States (Ha'aretz, June 28, 1988),

*Tune 1988, Israel's Prime Minister's office and the Jewish
Agency denied press reports that Israel will pay about $80,000
for every Soviet Jew who comes to Israel via Romania. The
Israeli spokesman said, "all this story is baseless " (Jerusalem
Domestic Radio Service, June 28, 1988),

*June 1988. Representatives of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society (H.I.A.S.), the international Jewish agency that assists
in the resettlement of those exiting Soviet Jews who desire to
migrate to Western countries other than Israel, made it clear
that they would oppose any regulations change in American
immigration laws that would give refugee status to Soviet Jews
arriving in Israel (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, June 29, 1988).

*July 1988. The American Embassy in Moscow temporarily
stopped issuing refugee visas to Soviet citizens seeking to
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emigrate to the United States. The American Embassy cited
financial constraints imposed by the federal budget as the reason
for ceasing to issue entrance visas until October 1988, the start
of the next fiscal year. This decision affects primarily
Armenians but also some Jews in the Soviet Union who have already
made their request for U.S. invitations. To accommodate growing
numbers of Soviet Armenians and Jews being granted permission to
leave, the U.S. Government had agreed to double the FY 1988
refugee ceiling for the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe, from 15,000
to 30,000. At the same time, however, no additional funds for
processing were requested. The Administration believed it could
successfully process the larger number by reducing per capita
processing costs, thus stretching existing funds. The estimated
shortfall needed to resume processing in Moscow until October 1,
the beginning of FY 1989, is $8 million.

*July 1988. The United States Embassy in Moscow announced
that it would resume processing the visa applications of Soviet
citizens whose efforts to gain permanent entry to the U.S. in
America had been temporarily thwarted due to a lack of State
Department funds. This decision applies most immediately to
about 400 Soviets who had been stranded in Moscow after the State
Department's July 1 decision, leaving their jobs and apartments
in the expectation that their U.S. wvisas would be issued right
away. The mission also said it would "seek every possible means
to facilitate," the timely departure for the United States of
3,000 other applicants for whom a "protracted delay does not seem
to represent the same degree of economic loss or personal
discomfort." In addition, the mission said that many of the
prospective refugees or their relatives in the United States will
now be asked to help pay more of the cost of resettling the

refugees in America (The New York Times, July 17, 1988).

*July 1988. Israel and the Netherlands agreed to disagree
on the recent Israeli Cabinet decision concerning direct flights
to Israel, and decided to set up a four-man committee to propose
a mutually agreeable solution on new emigration procedures. In
meetings with Dutch Prime Minister Rudd Lubbers and Foreign
Minister Hans van den Broek, Israeli Prime Minister Shamir and
Foreign Minster Peres suggested that a possible solution might be
found if the Dutch only granted exit visas to Bucharest, and the
Israeli Embassy there granted visas to Israel. Lubbers told
reporters that there had been a "frank discussion," and that both
sides found it "useful not to jump to conclusions" on the issue

(The Jerusalem Post, July 19, 1988).

*July 1988. Visiting Dutch officials informed Israel that
the Soviet Union had issued visas for an Israeli consular
delegation to travel to Moscow. The Israeli officials will
collect their visas in the Netherlands on July 27. Israel wanted
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its representatives to be empowered to discuss exit visas for
Soviet Jews and other major issues, but Moscow rejected such a
role. The visas were finally issued after Israel agreed to
confine its consular talks to "technical matters," such as
inspecting the former Israeli Embassy building in Moscow (The

New York Times, July 19, 1988).
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YEAR

1965~
1967

1968
1969
1970
1971
1572
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

1987

January-

June 30,
1988

TOTAL

TOTAL

EMIGRANTS

4,498
229

2,979
1,027
13,022
31,681
34,733
20,628
13,221
14,261
16,736
28,864
51,320
21,471
9,447
2,688
1,314
896
1,140
914

8,155

6,017

285,241

Appendix A
Jewish Emigration from the Soviet Union
1965-June 1988

# TO
ISRAEL

4,498
229
2,979
999
12,819
31,652
33,477
16,816
8,531
7,279
8,348
12,192
17,614
7,387
1,758
734
387
340
348
206

2,072%

B40%*

171,505

17

ELSEWHERE

28
203

29
1,256
3,812
4,690
6,982
8,388
16,672
33,706
14,084
7,689
1,954
927
556
792
708

6,083

5,177

113,736

3TO
ISRAEL

100

100

100

97.3
98.4
99.9
96.4
8l.5
64.5
51.0
49.9
42.2
34.3
32.4
18.6
27.3
29.5
37.9
30.5
22.5

25.4

13-9

60.1



*144 of these immigrants travelled directly to Israel via
Bucharest.

** From January 1 to May 30, 1988, 147 of these immigrants
travelled directly to Israel via Bucharest.

Source: World Conference on Soviet Jewry
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Appendix B

Soviet Jewish Imigration to the United States
with a U.S Invitation
1973-June 30, 1988

YEAR NUMBER TO THE
UNITED STATES

1973 431
1974 551
1975 565
1976 660
1977 489
1978 439
1979 306
1980 205
1981 61
1982 15
1983 18
1984 13
1985 6
1986 27
1987 84
JANUARY-

JUNE 30, 1988 193
TOTAL 4,063

Source: H.I.A.S.
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Appendix C

U.S. Immigration and Refugee Provisions

I. ENTRY TO THE UNITED STATES

Under American law, aliens who enter the United States to
live permanently are admitted as immigrants or refugees.
Appendix C describes the refugee and immigration provisions and
reviews the implications for Soviet Jews if they were to be
admitted to the U.S. as immigrants.

A. Refugee Provisions

Section 101 (a) (42) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
defines a "refugee" as

(A) any person who is outside any country of such person's
nationality or, in the case of a person having no
nationality, is outside any country in which such person
last habitually resided, and who is unable or unwilling to
return to, and is unable or unwilling to avail himself or
herself of the protection of, that country because of
persecution on account of race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular social group, or political
opinion, or (B) in such special circumstances as the
President after appropriate consultation (as defined in
section 207 (e) of the Act) may specify, any person who is
within the country of such person's nationality, or, in the
case of a person having no nationality, with the country in
which such person is habitually residing, and who is
persecuted or who has a well-founded fear of persecution on
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a
particular social group, or political opinion. The term
'refugee' does not include any person who ordered, incited,
assisted, or otherwise participated in the persecution of
any person on account of race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular social group, or political
opinion.

This definition is entirely consistent with the definition of
"refugee" under international law, specifically the Convention
and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees.

Each vyear, after consulting with the Senate and House
Judiciary Committees, the President sets the ceiling for
admitting refugees to the United States. This ceiling is then
subdivided into regions of the world from which refugees will
come. The ceilings for the federal fiscal year (FY¥) 1988, which
runs from October 1, 1987 to September 30, 1988, are:
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East Asia

From First Asylum Countries 29,500

From Vietnam (direct departure) 8,500
Eastern Europe & U.S5.5.R.* 15,000
Near East & South Asia 9,000
Africa 3,000
Latin America & Caribbean 3,500
Unallocated Contingency Reserve _4,000
TOTAL 72,500

*# An additional 15,000 refugee slots were allocated for Eastern
Europe and the U.S.5.R. under the emergency provisions of the
1980 Refugee Act to accommodate the unexpectedly large outflow of
Soviets, primarily Armenians. These additional 15,000 slots
included the 4,000 unallocated contingency reserve, thus making
the new FY88 total ceiling 83,500.

Because there are always more refugees in the world than
available U.S. numbers, the State Department has developed a
"priority" system to determine which refugees shall be admitted.
The six priority categories are as follows:

° Compelling Concern/Interest: Exceptional cases (&) of
refugees in immediate danger of loss of life and for whom
there appears to be no alternative to resettlement in the
United States; or (B) of refugees of compelling concern to
the United States, such as former or present political
prisoners and dissidents.

@ Former U.S. Government Employees: Refugees employed by the
U.S. Government for at least one year prior to the claim for
refugee status. This category also includes persons who are
not official U.S. Government employees but for at least one
year were so integrated into U.S. Government offices as to
have been in effect and appearance U.S. Government
employees.

® Family Reunification: Refugees who are spouses, unmarried
daughters, or parents of persons in the United States. (The
status of the anchor relative in the United States must be
one of the following: U.S. citizen, lawful permanent
resident alien, refugee, or asylee.)

» Other Ties to the United States: (A) Refugees employed by
U.S. foundations, U.S. voluntary agencies or U.S. business
firms for at least one year prior to the claim for refugee
status; and (B) refugees trained in the United States or
abroad under U.S. auspices.

& Additional Family Reunification: Refugees who are: (A)
married sons or married daughters of persons in the United
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States; (B) unmarried siblings of persons in the United
States; (C) married siblings of persons in the United
States; (D) grandparents of persons in the United States;
(E) grandchildren of persons in the United States; or (F)
more distant related individuals who are part of the family
group and dependent on the family for support.

s Otherwise of National Interest: Other refugees in specified
regional groups whose admission is in the national interest.

After the refugee arrival ceilings are established, the
State Department uses the above priority categories to determine
which refugees from which countries can be considered for
admission to the United States. (Consistent with the U.S.
Government's commitment, Soviet Jews are processed under all six
priorities.)

B. Immigration Provisions

Immediate relatives (parents, spouses and minor children) of
U.S. citizens are eligible to enter the U.S. without numerical
limitation. All other potential immigrants are subject to a
worldwide annual ceiling of 270,000 and a single country
limitation of 20,000, as well as a preference system which
further 1limits those who can enter the United States. The
preferences are as follows:

® First - Unmarried adult children of U.S. citizens;

° Second -~ Spouses and unmarried children of lawful
permanent residents;

® Thira -~ Members of the professions or persons of
exceptional ability in the sciences and arts

® Fourth - Married children of U.S. citizens

™ Fifth - Siblings of adult U.S. citizens

® Sixth - Skilled and unskilled workers in short supply
The law then assigns a percentage of the overall annual

ceiling to each of the preferences. As a result, waiting

periods often develop for each of the preferences. Currently

there is no waiting period for the first and fourth preference.
The current waiting periods are:

First: none

Second: 1l year, 3 months
Third: 7 months

Fourth: none

Fifth: 5 years, 6 months
Sixth: 1 year, 6 months
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2 ications i ' i to United

tes

If Soviet Jews could not enter the United States as
refugees, far fewer would be able to enter at all. And many of
those who could enter would have to wait considerable periods of
time before they were able to do so.

The family relationships on which Soviet Jewish refugee
status are based are much broader than those available under the
immigration system. Compare the third and fifth refugee
priorities for families with the family reunification immigration
preferences. Under the latter, siblings are the most distant
relatives who can qualify, whereas the definition is much broader
for refugees. Furthermore, under the refugee system, the U.S.
"anchor" relatives do not have to be either U.S. citizens or
lawful permanent residents: They can themselves be refugees or
political asylees.

The only basis under which Soviet Jews could enter the U.S.
as immigrants (if they were not considered refugees and if they
did not have at least a brother or sister who was a U.S. citizen)
would be through the third and sixth, labor-related, preferences.
Entering the U.S. through these preferences is a very complicated
and time-consuming process, with very limited applicability.

Finally, the backlogs in the second and fifth immigration
preferences and the requirement that U.S. relatives must be U.S.
citizens (or lawful permanent residents for the second
preference) will increase significantly the time families must
wait to be reunited. It normally takes six to seven years to
acquire U.S. citizenship.

II. RESETTLEMENT BY JEWISH COMMUNITIES

A wide range of publicly-funded services are available for
refugee resettlement through state and local governments and
voluntary agencies. The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (H.I.A.S.)
receives per capita grants from the State Department, a major
portion of which are passed on to local Jewish communities,
specifically for the initial, 30-day reception and placement of
refugees. The Council of Jewish Federations (C.J.F.) administers
an annual grant from the Health and Human Services Department to
assist local Jewish communities in their resettlement efforts
once the initial 30-day period is completed. After the initial
30-day period. These federal funds are provided on a matching
basis. The Jewish community provides approximately 50% of the
funds used for resettlement, essentially matching the H.H.S.
grant dollar for dollar.

No such programs or funds are available for immigrants.
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Along with the immigration petition, the U.S. relative of a
potential immigrant must file an affidavit of support under which
he or she assumes financial responsibility for the immigrant's
care, maintenance and health care. For the first three years
after arrival, the sponsoring relative's assets are deemed
available to the immigrant. An immigrant therefore is ineligible
to receive public assistance grants or Medicaid.

Note: Appendix C was prepared by David Geller of AJC's
International Relations Department
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Appendix D

Federal Register / Vol. 53, No. 88 / Wednesday, April 8, 1988
/Proposed Rules

Department of Justice
Immigration and Naturalization Service
8 CFR Parts 3, 208, 236, 242,and 253
(Atty. Gen. Order No. 1267-85)

Aliens and Nationality; Asylum and
Withholding of Deportation
Procedures

Agency: Immigration and Naturalization
Service. Justice.
Action: Revised proposed rule.

208.15 Definition of "Firm Resettlement"

An alien is considered to be firmly resettle if he entered
inte another nation with, or while in that nation, received, an
offer of permanent resident status, citizenship, or some other
type of permanent resettlement unless he establishes:

(a) That his entry inte that nation was a necessary
consequence of his flight from persecution, that he remained in
that nation only as long as was necessary to arrange onward
travel, and that he did not establish significant ties in that
nation, or

(b) That the conditions of his residence in that nation
were so substantially and consciously restricted by the authority
of the country of refuge that he was not in fact resettled. 1In
making his determination, the Asylum Officer or Immigration Judge
shall consider the conditions under which other residents of the
country live, the type of housing made available to the refugee,
whether permanent or temporary, the types and extent of
employment available to the refugee, and the extent to which the
refugee received permission to hold property and to enjoy other
rights and privileges, such as travel documentation including a
right of entry and/or reentry, education, public relief, or
naturalization, ordinarily available to other residents in the
country.
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Appendix E

JOINT EMENT ON " F :

We welcome the Israel initiative tu secure direct flights for
Soviet Jews who wish to settle in Israel, and any positive
response of the Soviet authorities and the government of Romania
to facilitate this progran. In order for this program to
succeed, and to help maximize the largest number of Soviet Jews
who wish to settle in Israel, it is imperative that the program
for direct invitations from Soviet Jews settled in North America,
to their relatives in the Soviet Union, be set forth quickly and
effectively. The Soviet government has indicated its readiness
to respond to such direct invitations for family reunlflcatlun,
between Jews in the Soviet Union and their relatives in North
America.

It is necessary for the government of the United States to
continue to advocate for the stated Soviet emigration policy on
behalf of family reunification, in Israel, and the West. The
United States government should continuously urge the Soviets to
live up to their own commitment to the Helsinki Accords, and
other international agreements regarding the basic Right to
Leave.

American Jewish Committee National Conference on Soviet Jewry
American Jewish Congress National Jewish Community Relations
Anti-Defamation League of Advisory Council

B'nai B'rith Union of Councils for Soviet Jews

Coalition to Free Soviet Jews United Israel Appeal
Council of Jewish Federations World Zionist Organization/American
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Section

Society (HIAS)

June 8, 1988
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June 19, 1989
16 Sivan 5749

Dr. Gordon L. Geller, Rabbi

8501 Ventnor AVenue

Margate, NJ 08402

Dear Rabbi Geller:

Thank you for sharing your June 5, letter with me. As you
no doubt know, your resolution is not consfstent with the
position of the UAHC Board, nor my persomal aonvictions.
Nonetheless, I do understand the point of view you articulate
and I think it is important to debate and re-examine this
urgent dilemma.

With kindesy§ greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler










T E M I L E DR. GORDON L. GELLER, RABB!
8501 Ventnor Avenue
E M E T H Margate, N.J. 08402

Office (609) B22-4343

S H ALO M “A REFORM SYNAGOGUE FAMILY™

June 5, 1989

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. UAHC
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y., 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler: ‘) ) /)/ F@

This brief but earnest message is to request your personal consideration and
support favoring implementation of the enclosed resolution on Soviet Jewish
emigration to be presented at the 100th anniversary of the CCAR this June

in Cincinnati.

It was necessitated by what I believe to be a well meaning but ill con=-
ceived solution to the sudden and unexpected upsurge in Jewish emigration
from the USSR. Namely, the launching of a separate fundraising campaign
with a flawed funding distribution schema - 3/4 of which will be utilized
to support and resettle 90% of that exodus (30,000 - 40,000 this year)
into the existing Russiam Jewish ghettos of ) dozen American cities rather
than Israel.

One can only conjecture that this decision was emotionally clouded by the
sad spectacle of thousands of only recently oppressed Jewish families now
languishing as free but displaced persons in Italy. Because the practical
result of this so called "Passage to Freedom” campaign is their loss to

the Jewish state and greatly increased risk of eventual assimilation into
the greater secular or gentile American society. Dire plausible consequen-
ces based on the specious if noble sounding pretext of "freedom of choice,”
a myopic American cultural bias overlooking the many years these Soviet
Jews were culturally brutalized and systemically brainwashed by pro=-Arab
and anti-Zionist propaganda. (See Kosharovsky article.)

So that what should be a passage to Jewish freedom has thus been sacri-
ficed to the golden calf of presumed wealth and security, a direct cam-
paign development which represents a moral, psychological and historical
blunder of profound implications, among others entailing likely irrep-
arable harm to both Israel as well as the nascent Soviet Jewry itself.

For the above reasons and several others specified in my dissenting
resolution, as well as the supporting materials enclosed, I would respect-
fully recommend the following alternative plan:



1.

2.

3.

4.

Priority negotiations between Israel, the USSR, and the USA
allowing for direct flights to Israel from the Soviet Union

of all Soviet emigrants, followed by a trial settlement period
in the Jewish state of said Soviet Jews who would, during this
trial period, technically retain their American status as
"oppressed refugees" with the right to later settle in the USA.

Reapportioning a larger portion of "Second Line Campaign" funds
in order to facilitate better absorption of Soviet Jews in Israel.

A significant per cent of "Second Line" dollars be spent in the
USSR to "reward" the government's glastnost gesture while,

at the same time, exploiting and enhancing the wondrous if
nascent Jewish national cultural renaissance.

The smallest per cent of "Second Line" money be used to clear
the pipeline of Soviet Jews in Italy and reunite immediate
families only in Western nations, particularly the USA.

Should you have any gquestions or comments on this proposal, please
feel. free to contact me at your convenience.

Faithfully yours,

do bl
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- LOCAL NEWS

Kosharoysf(y calls for changes

By MATT SCHUMAN

Special o the Exponent L/

The vast majority of Jews who are "\

granted permission to leave the Soviel '

Union gre unable to make an informed
decision on wherher—oimmigrate to
Israel, according to well-known former
refusenik Yuli Kosharovsky. -

Kosharovsky, an engineer who fmmi-
ed to Israel Mar — 18 years
and one day after first applying for an

exit visa — is in the midst of a two-week
tour of the United States, where he has
met with several Jewish community
groups, government officials and mem-
bers of the media.

While in Philadelphia, the man who
was commonly known as the “dean of
Hebrew teachers in Moscow™' served as
the lead panelist at a Spring Action
Conference at Har Zion Temple in Penn
Valley.

Other panelists at Tuesday’s confer-
ence, which was sponsored by the Soviet
Jewry Council of the Jewish Communi-
ty Relations Council, were Jerry Good-
man, former executive director of the
Mational Conference on Soviet Jewry,

of jurispru e Univeérsity.
Barry Ungar, immediate past president
of JCRC, moderated.

Americans, the 47-year-old Koshar-
ovsky said in an interview before the
panel, form opinions based strictly on
their own bar:l:gmunds. However, he

of racy tu the Soviet Uman
“Info ,"" he continted, *“is not
made nvai!al:ﬂe l.u..]@ people of the
Soviet Union. You can’t-ask-a-person
who has spent a lifetime behind the Iron
Curtain, who was manipulated by So-

viet propaganda, se freely where
l%ﬁ?ﬁﬂnﬂ the

he or she wants

Soviet Union."
\ Thousands_of Soviet _Jt.ws have re-
celved TETmission to emigrate in the past

added, “*you can't apply the standards

e —l—
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Former refusenik Yull Kosharovsky
to counter Soviet propaganda about [
rael, allowing Jews to make |
cholces about aliyah.

Photo by Michébe Frentrop

few months: the majority have chosen
the United States over Israel as their new
home.

Kosharovsky, who said he now lives
on the West Bank but plans to move to
Jerusalem shortly, said the Soviet prop-
aganda machine portrays lsrael as a
fascist state, filled with terrorist activity,
a place where the intifade is constantly
evident in every house on every streel.

Israel, the Soviet government would
have its citizens believe, is a place where
Jews are filled with hostility toward one
another, be it religious versus secular,
Conservative versus Orthodox or rich
versus poor, Kosharovsky said.

News stories from the Arab media
outlets routinely find their way into the
Soviet press, Kosharovsky said, adding
that the only stories to be found from
the Israeli media are those that portray
the Jewish state negatively.
/“*How tam you expect a n who
hus never been to lsrael, who was so
blatantly manipulated, to make the right

decision' about where to tmmzau"
Kosharovsky asked. ““What you're do-

o4 maﬂnmng the Soviet propaganda
machine to make the choice, and believe

me, that-mackine has no regard for
Jewish interests.”

ing the panel discuséion, Koshar-

ovsky suggested t dsh community
activists initiate é m’-{im}bpd fampaign
on behalf of Sovi 5. First, he said,
¢ campaign should make the absprp-
on process in lsrael megg attractive.

e speculated that such bonuses as

improved housing conditions and a
better job market would help convinece
larger numbers of Soviet emigres 1o
make alivah.
The second tier would involve devel-
g a Jewish culiural foundation
in the boundaries of the Soviet
Fniomn.

Lipson—agreed with Kosharovsky's
approach, sayving, *‘In the past, the only
way 1o be helpful 10 Soviet Jews was (o
get them out of the country. Today, that
is no longer the case. We stepped up our
advocacy efforts when hope seemed
darkest. Mow that we're getting results,
we cannot afford to become compla.-
cent.

ut- th

A etTT ol forfecgel-abe
who wish to live a decent Ilfc ‘hhﬂf they
are.

Goodman said that he looks forward
to the day when *‘the Hebrew language
is recognized in the Soviet Union and
not merely tolerated, when we no longer
have to import certain books into the
Soviet Union because we can print them
there instead.”’

He cautioned that although relations
with the Soviet Union have improved,
activists must never lose an opportunity
to make a statement.

“If we don't have a demonstration,
let the Soviets kmow why we aren't
demonstrating,” he said. “They need to
know. " ¥
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Rosen

Frem 1.). GOLDBERG
Mew York

American Jewry's massive efflorts
to help Russian Jewish emigrés resettle
in the United States were “threalening
the future of the Jewish people”™
Rabbi Dr Moses Rosen, the Romanian
Chiel Rabbi, said here last week.

“Instead of spending $100 million
on Jews who leave Odessa 1o move Lo
Philadelphia and assimilate, we should
spend it in Russia to prevent assimila-
tion,” he said.

He added that equal priority should
be given to helping Jews seiile in
Israel.

1n order 1o save Soviet Jewry, he
said, the Jews of the free world must
get their priorities straight and act
swiftly. He stressed that the time 1o
debate whether the reforms of Mr
Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet leader,
were true or would last was over.

Rabbi Rosen's blunt remarks came
at the end of a 10-day visit to the
Soviet Union at the head of an
international rabbinical delegation
which included Chiel Rabbi Joseph
Sitruk of France and Chief Rabbi
Yisrael Lau of Tel Aviv,
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affcacks a
for Sovief emigreés
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Chief Rabbi Dr Moses Rosen of
Remania

The United Jewizsh Appeal and the
Council of Jewish Federations are
currently attempting to raise §75
million in a special campaign to
resettle Soviet emigres in the US and
Isracl.

Rabbi Rosen said that he had
addressed a gathering of more than
2,500 Jews in Leningrad on Yom

id

Hashoah, and had told them that the
““time has come to stop blaming the
government. From now on, you stand
on your own feet. We will help you,
but you are responsible for your-
selves.”

He added that Sovier Jews were
ready to establish Hebrew schools,
cultural centres and a full religious
life, but they would need massive help
from the Jews of the West.

Rabbi Rosen acknowledped that
American Jewry, unlike mozt Jewish
communities around the world, had
no authoritative governing body to
impose order among its institutions.

Nevertheless, he said: “You have
your Presidents Conference, which
unites your voices on Israel for better
or worse. The issue of Soviet Jewry is
no less critical, and there simply must
be one voice. With evervone coming
in and starting his own programme,
the Russians have begun to laugh at

u.l'|

Meanwhile, the “New York Jewish
Week,” a newspaper linked to the
Mew York Jewish Federation, has
broken ranks with the US Jewish
establishment and severely criticised
the efforts 1o bring more Soviet Jews
1o the LS.



RESOLUTION ON SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRATION
SUBMITTED BY RABBI GORDON GELLER, MARGATE, N. Js

WHEREAS:

1. in the wake of Israel's Six-Day War (1967)an heroic
handful of Soviet Jewish activists were inspired to undergo
great personal sacrifice and suffering for the cause of
aliyah to their Jewish homeland and thereby originated and
wrought a modern political miracle, the first successful Soviet
Exodus - now exceeding a quarter million of a U. S. S. R.
national minority, their oppressed Jewish kinsmen

WHEREAS:

2. +the ensuing and equally wonderous national cultural and
religious revival of the Jews of Silence in the U.S.S.R
was perceived, interpreted and supported world-wide as an
essentially Zionist enterprise whose ultimate goal was,is,
and remains their Jewish redemption and recognized right

to settle in the Jewish state

WHEREAS:

3. following the widespread destruction of European Jewish
civilization in the Holocaust, the State of Israel was
founded and universally recognized as a refuge and comfort

for the Jewish people, especially though by no means solely
for its persecuted adherents, "to build and be rebuilt"sy an

enterprise that was, is, and remains the principal raison
d'etre of U, J. A.

WHEREAS:

4. aliyah today and in the forseeable future is an absolute
imperative for both the security of the Jewish state as
well as regional peaceful co-existence with its Arab
neighbors, since Israel's continued military superiority,
economic independence, productive settlement of the land
and overall Jewish identity imply an increase of Jewish

population

WHEREAS:

5. in a world where today an estimated eleven million political-
economic refugees are desperately seeking a better life by
looking toward some different nationhood, world Jewry
both morally and logically can only show a prior concern
for the plight of Soviet Jewish emigrants on the basis of



mutual and collective Jewish duties, obligations and values =
not solely universal human rights and principles such as
absolute freedom of choice about where to live

WHEREAS:

6. moreover, because of the current world=-wide flood of
persecuted refugees from such disparate origins as Viet
nam and Central America, who are risking their lived for
political/humanitarian resettlement in the U. S. A. =
having virtually nowhere else to turm, our American
government should and has necessarily become more selective
as to the real motive of prospective immigrantsj; when, in
starkly telling contrast, Soviet Jewish emigrees seeking
entrance into the U. S. A. have a thriving free and
democratic alternative, a Jewish nation and society anxious
and willing to take them in

WHEREAS:

v because of the Soviet regime's history, for two generations,
of pervasive and oft-times violent anti-semitic and anti-
zionist harassment and suppression of Jewish identiiy, a
majority of culturally brutalized Jewish emigrants no
longer seem impelled by the feeling of "home-coming” to
their Jewish homeland and choose to settle in the more

affluent and secure U, S. A.
WHEREAS::

8. moreover, it is uniformly reported that these new immigrants
further drop out of the American Jewish community as well =
practically impervious to substantive Jewish institutional
contact = thereby greatly jncreasing the risk of assimila-
tion of their children out of the Jewish fold into the
greater secular oOr gentile American society

WHEREAS:

9. the community of 180,000 Soviet Jewish newcomers to Israel
has, by and large, been quite successfully absorbed, for
example, representing 3-4 times their population percentage
of Israeli doctors and engineers

WHEREAS:

10, arrangements could realistically be negotiated between Israel
and the U.S. allowing for a trial adjustment period of
settlement for Soviet emigrees who would still retain their
status as refugees from communist oppression and thus their

right to later resettle in the U. S.



WHEREAS:

1l.

unless the projected second line campaign of U.J.A.
provides much larger allocations for the purposes of
absorption in Israel versus resettlement in America, not
only will even fewer Soviet Jews opt for Zion but the
second line campaign itself will clearly signal a dis=
engagement of U.J.A. and the American Jewish community from

tarael as priority Jewish concern

WHEREAS ¢

12.

only an expanding Soviet Jewish community in Israel can
assure, via their own Jewish = life example in the Land
of the Bible, that crucial cultural life-line for those
many hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews remaining in
the Ue Se. Se R., Providing the necessary continuing link
+o their historic Hebraic and religious roots, in order
to nurture and maintain the nascent Jewish revival in the

Soviet Union

THEREFORE, Be It Resolved that the C, C. A. R., on its

100th anniversary, in _consonance with the increasingly Zionist
stance_of the American and world-wide Reform Jewish Movement
ealls upon the United Jewish Appeal to notify and requesy-

all its recipient organizations as well as the governments

of the United States and Israel

l. to adopt a firm policy reaffirming the State of Israel
as destination for Soviet Jewish emigrants, with the
sole exception of re-unification of families whose
spouses, children, parents or siblings already reside
in other countries, particularly the United States,

2, to re-order financial priorities so that the greater
balance of funds from United Jewish Appeal, including
the "Second Line" campaign, will be allocaked to
abeorption of Soviet Jews in Israel rather than
resettlement in the United States of America.

K I that the good offices of United Jewish Appeal will be
used to urge Israel and the United States to expedit-
ionsly. negotiate with the Soviet Union for dirxect
£flight from the Union of Soviet-Socimlist-Republics to
the State of Israel of 2ll Soviet Jewish emigrees.

4. that, in addition to the 2nd line campaign for purposes
of absorption, United Jewish Appeal is also willing to
speedily undertake another major campaign to provide
funds enhancing the Jewish national cultural renaissance
amidst those nearly assimiliated and silent Soviet Jewish
masses who, for the forseeable future,must necessarily
remain resident in the U. S. S. R.
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Why Soviet JewS Should Emigrate To Israel
By Dennis Prager: pagel

There is a very impurtan; debate talciri'g place these days between the I;r&eli govern-
meént and major Jewish urganintinns in the [il,aspmn. It all hinges on an event that all
Jews pray will come about -~ the exit of teps of thousands of Jews from the Soviet
Union, ; '

Israel believes that these Jews must come jo Islrael. Jewish leaders outside of Israel,
In the words of B'nai B'rith International, “pelieve that Jews permitted to leave the
Soviet Union should decide for themselves where they want to live. Having been
granted fraedom, they should not be denied freedom of choice.”

To my mind, this &eba!e it a classic examp!e of one in which both parties are right.
| suspect. that few readers need to have the diaspora Jewish organization position ex-
plained. The praviously cited words ol‘.B'nni R'rith's president, Seymour D. Reich, make
the polnt tellingly. If we are fighting to libergte Soviet Jews, how can we possibly deny
them liberty? Moreover, how can we, Jews who ourselves have chosen to live in the
diaspora, compel other Jews to make Aliyah?

Thesg are powerful arguments. But they are not as morally compelling as they
sound, |

In fact, on moral, not to mention Jewish jmundu. there are at least as compelling
arguments for ensuring that many Soviet Jews go, at least for a trial period, to Israel,

In order to understand this, let us first pe clear about why we fight for Soviet
Jewry: wﬁr'du we fight only for the [ibtritiu;'q of Soviet Jews and not for the liberation
of all So;rlat citizens? |

The obvious answer is that as Jews our firgt concern is for our fellow Jews and for

Jewlch survival. In other words, the answer is Jewish solidarity, not morality (though it

(over)
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Prager: page 3
: \
Thalr desires to leave (freedom) and oup reason for fighting to have them leave

(Jewith peoplehood) are not the same.

When a Soviet Jew ends up living in America or Australia or France and there loses
his Jewlsh identity, we have liberated a Sovie} citizen, not a Jew. This is humane and
certainly terrific for that individual, but it is pot Jewish and it is not particularly moral
either (why him and not another Soviet lciti::n‘l}. |

Since morality dictates saving all the opprﬁd of the Soviet Union and since Jewish
concerns dictate saving Soviet Jn-:m s0 that they may be free Jews, the argument for
giving Soviet Jews complete freedom of choipe as to where they will live is therefore
neither fully moral nor Jewish.

Moral and Jewish considerations both dictate that if we are to save Soviet Jews and
no other Soviet cltizens, we ensure as best as ppssible that the Soviet Jew becomes a free
Jew, The best way by far is to have Soviet Jpws go to Tsrael. The next best way is to
work very hard in the diaspora at giving the former Sovie{ Jew reasons and ways to lead
Jewish lives and to identify with fellow Jews.

How best to achieve either goal is anothar subject. What is of immediate impor-
tance -- my concern here -- is that we recognjze that v_.rhare Soviet Jews go the day they
leave the Soviet Union is an integral part of the struggle for Soviet Jewry. While free-
dom for Soviet Jews is our primary concern, it Is by no means our only concern.

1 sea no moral problem in Jewry's saying to a Soviet Jew, “We worked to get you
out of the Soviet Unlon solely because you ara a Jew. You owe it to us to remain one.”
In the name of Jewish survival (we need Jews to stay Jewish), Israel's su rvival (Tsrael
needs more Jews), and even in the name of morality, we do have the right to work for

Saviet Jewry's exodus to Israel,



@ National Conference on Soviet Jewry
%

June 14, 1989 )(‘

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
B38 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of $5,000 as your membership dues
for 1988, On behalf of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, I would
personally like to thank your agency for its support.

Because of your commitment, we have been able to rescue over 300,000
Soviet Jews. While we rejoice at the encouraging news of recent events,
we must neither forget the tens of thousands who choose to remain, the
right to live freely as Jews, to practice their religion, and enjoy the rebirth
of their cultural heritage.

Cordially,

%AW
Shoshana §. Cardin
Chairman

$SC:ag ’

cc: Betty Golomb
Albert Vorspan
Fred Cohen

A coalition of forty-seven national arganizations and over three hundred focal communily councils and federations

Menw Yok Office: 40 East 40k Streer, Suite 907 New York, MY, 10016 = (212) 679-6122 = Fax: (212) 686-1193 = Telex: 23731 NCSJ
Wishington Office- 1522 K Srreer, MW, Suite 1100, Washingren, D.C. 20005 - (202)894-2500 » Fax: {202) 898-0822
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Onion of American Hebraw Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Dear Alex,

This is the final dra“t of the letter which will go out
under our aignatures. Plesse notify me 1if you have any
further suggesationa for text alteration. If I do wnot
hear from you by Tuesday sfternoomn, April 25, we will zo
ahead with,the enclosvd text.

ol

ag Saneach.

i
Y | T oy T T T T e



. «APR 24 '88 9:88 FROM CENTRAL 3YNAGOGUE ~ PAGE.Qa3

Dear i

These are heady times for a2l of us who have worked so manv vears
to smacura basic human righets foar Jews ir the Soviet Union,
including freedom of worship ane tha right to emizrate !f rhey so
choose.

All indications are thit a new wavae of Soviet Jewish emigration
is upon ua. Now isa tha time to prepare for that wave.

Wa sare writing to urge you to psrticipate inm the spaclal caspailgn
by Taraal Ronds to ancourage Sovier JTaws ro satrls 1n Teraal.

Sovier Jews know only t1e negative imapge sf larsel nsrapspgarad by
the Sovier media. Whar the Taraal Band affore of an "axtrs Bond
for Soviet Jewry" seeks to do 1g to mobilize a massive infusion
of additional Bond invastmants in order teo provida attrzcrivae
houseing and jobas for Saviet Jewiah arrivala == and coe-dec 1r with
such dramatie impact that ‘e will influence the cholece of
destination being made right now by tsns of thousands of Jeve who
are on the point of leaving the Soviet Union.

We urge yvyou and yvour lay leaderehip to begin considering
immediately waya of involving vour congregants in thais hiss :ric
challeage. We must no- fall to grasp this unique opportunics to
meet our ohligacrions tn Soviet Jews and to strengthen [sraecl as
wall, aven as we suppo-t U.T.A.-Federation's "Passage Tc Frzedom”
campaign.

By scheduling an event in our ccngrezations within the rexr gix
to eight weeks for salas of Isrsel Boade to encouraze
reaattlament of Soviet Jewn in Tsrael, we will reaffiru our
commitment to the highast ideale of Jewish moral responsibilicy.

-

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk Rabdbi Alexander Schindler

President, Fresident,

Hebrew Union College- Union of American Hebrew
Jewiah Inatitue of Raligion Congregations

Rabbhi Eugene Lipman Radbl Stanley M. Dav_ds

President, Nactional Chairman,.

Central Conference of American Rabbinic Cabinoer,

Rabbis State of lsrael B8onds

i .

e e e
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER ¢ UNION OF AMERICAN HEBEREW CONGREGATIONS
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TELECOPIER COVER LETTER

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGE(S) TO:

NAME: RABBI ATLEXANDER M, SCHINDLER

LOCATION: KING DAVID HOTEL

FAX NUMBER: 02- 232303

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 2 (TWO) INCLUDING THIS COVER LETTER.

OUR FAX NUMBER IS (212) 570-0895

WE ARE SENDING FROM A FAX PHONE 20

I1f you do not receive all of the pages, please call our office

number and the noted extension immediately. Thank you.

UAHC = (212) 249-0100 Extension: 210 or 211

June 27, 1988
DATE: 12 Tammuz 5748

TIME: 4:45
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' MEMORANDUM
Vorspan's Office Date (/J%fy

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

According to Myra Sheinbaum , the NCSJ absolutely supports thw Israel's
Cabinet decision to eliminate drop out opposition for Russian Jews. This
was voted on at a Board of Governors meeting in Wash. DC on 5/2. I don't
believe there was UAHC representation. I can't reach Betty Golomb. Glenn
Stein doesn't recall sending an intern. I doubt there was representation.
SUbsequent to that meeting, a jpint statement was issued on June 8B about

a two track sZitem: sending Sovait Jews to Israel, sending Soviet Jews to
the US. On Jtne 20 Morris Abram issued a statement.

According to Myra, Morris Abram is currently at the Ramada Renaissance 17 “\d‘ﬁ"‘h"\
and he has the statement (if you care to cnntacth )
M

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100



November 25, 1987
4 Kisley 5748

Rabbi Morman D. Patz
Temnle Sholom

760 Pompton Avenue
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009

Dear Norman:

I'm delighted that you letter of November 23 reached me Before the long
week-end and my departure for Israel on Sunday night. I was excited by
the stories you shared and am responding in haste only because time is

short for me today and I'11 not return to the office unt{l mid-December.

Thank you for the wonderful vignettes. Norman, I am eager to have you
serve on our Task Force on Soviet Jewry. MWe had a marvelous meeting
yesterday and some very interesting proposals were shared. I believe
you will have much to contribute to the work of this Task Force.

Al Vorspan {s the staff member coordinating the work of the Task Force.
He will not be going to the World Z!unistn%unqress and I am therefore
sharing your letter with him and he will follow-up on your official ap-
pointment o the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. I also want him to habe an
opportunity to know the contents of your letter and your thoughts on this
critical area of concern.

With appreciation and warm regards from house to house, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Albert Vorspan ;
T

[U:_'l L



November 5, 1987

Ms. Jan Struber

21 Longview Road

Port Washington, New York 11050
Dear Jan:

Unfortunately, I don't know the gentleman whose column you sent me.
You are right, he certainly doesn't sound 1ike a Jew, but, alas, we
can not muzzle anyone.

Cordially,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
AS:jc



| Jan Struber
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21 Lomgview Road, Port Washingtom, New York 11050 ($16) 883-1512



January 4, 1989
27 Tevet 5749

Ms. Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman
National Conference on Soviet Jewry
10 East 40th Street, Suite 907
New York, NY 10016

Dear Shoshana:

I received vour recent circular letter reguesting an increase
in our allocation. Unfortunately, our calendar vyear runs
July lst-June 30th. 1In other words, our current budget is

‘A place and we can make absolutelv no commitment for this
year., Your reqguest for an increase will be considered at

our upcoming Pudget meetings which will be considerinag the
1989-90 operatinp jyears expenses. I can make no promises,
vbviously. Much depends on the resources that are available
to us.

Cordial greetings and much good luck in yvour new endeavors.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




December 2%. 1988

» ational Conference on Soviet Jewry

Rabbi Alexander Schindler /gt WV
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS | /
838 Fifth Avenue 'y
New York, N.Y. 10021 b g, o OU™"
S " -'-.1‘1‘-‘
Dear Alex: :_‘!"—f/‘ ::j' ?ﬂ__ﬂ) D, ) 47

My election as Chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry @ccurred at an auspicious
time., Having just returned from Jerusalem as the designated U.S. representative to the World
Conference on Soviet Jewry, and after my recent meeting with Secretary of State George Shultz,
prior to his discussions with General Secretary Gorbachev, it is evident that a sea change is taking
place in the Soviet Union, with many positive effects for our brethren.

Because of your commitment, progress has been made. The news of the last several weeks seems
encouraging, but much more remains to be achieved: the freedom to learn and practice Jewish
religion and culture; the elimination of all forms of anti-Semitism; a formal policy of systematic,
substantial and sustained emigration; and the legitimization of Hebrew as the official language
of the Jewish minority. Looking back just a year ago, when 1 addressed 250,000 participants at
our historic Freedom Sunday rally in Washington, D.C., | know how far we have moved towards
our goal of rescue, redemption and rebirth of Jewish culture. We all know, however, how quickly
the situation could change, and how much pressure we must continue to exert on the Soviets to
keep them from slamming the doors shut and clamping down on our fellow Jews.

At the same time, the NCSJ has undertaken its own reorganization, which will assure that each
member agency, in good standing, will continue to have a representative on NCSJ's Board of
Governors, who is eligible for election to the Executive Committee. Furthermore, you recall that
as a result of the CJF Board of Directors' satellite teleconference meeting on June 9, 1988, the
NCSJ was given the central responsibility, authority and accountability for Soviet Jewry advocacy.
Subsequently, the Large City Budgeting Conference validated the enclosed NCSJ 1989 budget.

The NCSJ has traditionally relied upon its member agencies for funding as well as policy formulation.
In order to carry out the NCS8J's mandate, a significant increase in dues for our member agencies
will be required. This budgetary increase was initially discussed at the recent meetings of our
member agencies. The NCSJ is requesting from your agency 1989 dues of § 8,500.

1 know your response will be positive. 1 am doing all 1 can to help, but 1 need your support. I am
preparing an audio cassette which will be sent to you at the beginning of 1989 which will further
update you as to both the situation within the Soviet Union and the progress of the NCSI's
reorganization. 1 trust that you will make this tape available to members of your membership dues
committee. In addition, the NCSJ will arrange for a representative to appear before your
committees' hearing. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Heutlinger, the
NCSJ's Financial Director.

Our purpose is clear -- to continue to work for those goals outlined above, and to say "Am Yisroel
Chai."

Cordially,

Plia 5Bt

Shoshana §. Cardin
Chairman

cc:  Executive Director

A coalition of forty-five national organizations and over three hundred local community councils and federations

Mational Otfice: 10 Eowr 40rh Sreer, Suiie 907 New York, MY 10016 » {212) &79-4122 » Telecopser (212) 686-11903 = Tetex, 237311 NCS
Washington Office: 1522 K Smeer, MW, Suite #4100, Washingren, D.C. 20005 - (202) 898-2500 + Telecopier. (202) 898-0822
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
Comparative Statement of Income & Expenditures

(Dollars in Thousands)

1987 1987 1988 1988 1989
Budget Audit Budget Estimated Proj.
Budget(a)
INCOME
Federation Allocations $320 $327 $400 $350 $540
New York UJA/Federation 60 45 75 65 85
Constituent Agencies Dues 86 86 98 91 150
Soviet Jewry Research Bureau(SJRB) 175 225 200 150(d) 200(d)
Contributions, etc. 283 220 224 205 275
Total Income 924 903 997 861 1,250
EXPENDITURES(b)
Publicity & Promotion 55 68 51 56 75
Public Information & Education 89 50 69 65 70
Consultation & Servicing 185 249 200 205 312
Olim Lecture Tours 14 11 19 12 20
Publications 42 44 52 42 67
Soviet Jewry Research Bureau(c) 155 130 164 149 189
Policy Conference 30 7y | 28 35 33
Public Meetings 5 11 > 5 9
Washington D.C. Office 230 198 270 240 286
International Consultations 49 T4 48 47 76
National Committees 25 22 29 25 35
General Administration 30 40 52 52 70
Capital Disbursements/Depreciation 15 4 10 7 B
Total Expenditures 924 928 997 940 1,250
Surplus (Deficit) -0- (25) -0- (79)(d) -0-

(a)

Does not include one-time transitional funding of $425,000 approved by the CJF

Board of Directors on September 9, 1988,

(b) See over for description of expenditures.

(c) Includes disbursements of SJRB (Special Grant) for certain ongoing programs and
activities in accordance with restrictions made by donor, and related goals of
SJRB. In addition, part of this grant is utilized for the overall program of NCSJ.

(d) $150,000 has been received from SJRB thus far in 1988; an additional $50,000
may also be forthcoming from this source in 1988 but has not been included. The
$200,000 shown for 1989 is also not definite as yet.

10/12/88
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Mational Conference on Soviet Jewry

PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENDITURES

Publicity and Promotion - Keeping the issue in the public eye by disseminating information
and highlighting special events through press releases, press conferences, background
briefings and radio and television appearances.

Public Information and Education - Responding to specific requests with updated infor-
mation to individual cases and developments in the USSR. This is done through mailings to
member agencies and local community affiliates, including nearly 300 local Jewish com-
munity councils and federations.

Consultation and Servicing - Includes NCSJ staff and officers' travel for briefings and
participation in meetings, conferences and seminars, and meetings of the Executive Co-
mittee and Board of Governors. Materials, such as guidelines for special projects, are
provided through mailings and telephone contact.

OLIM - A special project to use former key activists for meetings and lectures before
local community groups. Includes international air travel from Israel, hotel and
maintenance expenses, local travel, and the preparation of promotional materials.

Publications - Includes the preparation, production and distribution of pamphlets and
periodicals.

Soviet Jewry Research Bureau - Division responsible for gathering, interpreting, and
disseminating data on Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union.

National Policy Conference - Annual meeting in Washington of national and local leader-
ship to analyze current issues, evaluate policy, and develop programs.

Public Meetings - Public rallies and conferences, including sound equipment, posters,
travel and hotel for speakers, special mailings, and rentals.

Washington (D.C.) Office - Service as coordinating body for member agencies in
Washington. Provides information and research services to, and as in liaison with,
governmental and non-governmental agencies and the media. Involves Members of
Congress in specific projects, including Congressional Wives for Soviet Jews and
Congressional Coalition for Soviet Jews.

International Consultations - Includes consultations with international organizations and
national committees in Europe, Israel, Australia and South America.

National Cummittees - Includes mailings, meetings and special projects for: the National
Lawyers Committee for Soviet Jewry; the Business Advisory Council; the Helsinki Com-
mittee; the Council of Associates; and Operation Lifeline.

General Administration - Operating overhead for the administrative functions of the New
York and Washington D.C. offices.

Capital Disbursements - Purchases of new equipment.




- MEMORANDUM | LAL

From Rabbi Daniel B. Syme Date  Jan. 11! 1988
To Mr. Al Vorspan u//ffx

Copies Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Ms. Betty Golomb, Mr. Tom Hurwitz

Subject

The Soviet Jewry proposal is excellent, and should be recast
e "Wish Book" in the form we discussed. I'd delete the letter
hibits". They really aren't necessary. I would, however, include
materials in Russian we've already done to show that we're geared up
to move.

The program projected costs should alsc have 15% added for
Central Services.

One caution. Russian VCRS will probably not play tapes shot
in American standard. That's not insurmountable, but more costly.

Let's get together to review the proposal at your convenience.

P.S. 1I've noted a few corrections on the original.

\\\V// Union of American Hebrew Congregations

oy 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 248-0100



DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR SOVIET JEWRY

One of the most extraordinary events of recent history is the emergence of the Soviet

Jewry movement as a major symbol of universal human rights. Soviet Jews, raised in

the harsh totalitarian climate of atheism and anti-semitism, miracuously found their

voice, managed to leamn Hebrew, re-discovered their Jewish roots, and became an authentic
Zionist movement. Hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews found their way to Israel. Aliyah -
the right to emigration -- became the effective battle-cry of world Jewry and its potent
allies in the Congress of the United States and throughout the world. The right to leave
continues to be the principle and urgent demand of the Soviet Jewry movement during the
period of Gorbachev's Glasnost as it has been for the past two decades of fluctuating
fortimes for Soviet Jewry.

At the same time as this '"Let My People Go'' demand is sustained --- dramatically evidenced

by the historic protest march of 250,000 persons on December 6 in-Washington DC on the eve

of the Sjmit --- fresh approaches of all kinds must also be considered. One such approach
was outlined by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, president of the Union of the American Hebrew
Congregations, at the 59th General Assembly of the Union in Chicago, Illinois, October 31,

1987, in his State of the Union address. He said,

" Virtually all prisoners of Zion have been released. Indeed one of these heroces, Natan
Sharansky, will be addressing our closing session on Monday night. Many other refuseniks
have been given permission to leave and hopefully, the gates of emigration will open even
wider. On the other hand, anti-Semitism in the USSR has increased considerably as
reactionary forces are flooding the newly opened commmication charmels with their poison.

Beyond these contradictions, however, the most significant issue of Soviet Jewish life is
the one we speak of least: and that is the severe restraints upon Jewish identity, and
the sharp pressures of assimilation that are placed upon the vast majority of Jews who
will opt to remain in the Soviet Union no matter how liberal emigration policies might
become. Jewish education is obtainable in the Soviet Union only at great risk. Tosif
Begun, freed last February, has again been denied the right to teach Hebrew, the very
Merime' for which he was imprisoned. Religious and cultural resources are next to nil.

Yes, there have been recent concessions to Judaism and Jews, --- a few rabbis trained in
Hungary, one kosher take-out restaurant, the publication of a Yiddish dictionary, and
mirabile dictu, only a few weeks ago, the opening of a modest Jewish library for non-
refuseniks in a Moscow apartment. But such glacial progress will scarecely assure the
survival of Jewish consciousness in the Soviet Union. Intermarriage, assimilation, all
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of the erosive forces with which we Dontera,here in North America, are eating away at
the vestiges of Jewish culture and Judaism in the Soviet Union. Add to these ingredients
the ugly commonplace of anti-Semitism, and you have what can only be called a forced
assimilation.

I profoundly believe that a liberal version of Judaism could improve the prospects

of Jewish survival in the USSR, even as Reform has played a preserving role on these
shores, and throughout the world.

I tested these waters on my recent visit, as did Bella and Dick Hirsch, who travelled
through Russia even while I was there. I concluded that while it would be virtually
impossible to encourage the formation of a national movement of Reform Judaism in a
society that bars natiocnal religious nrgarﬁzatit;ls. there is still a great deal we can

do to encourage the development of a network of activist Jewish families in the liberal
tradition. Such a network could use owr educational and liturgical materials. Such a
network could in turn ''spread the word" along remarkably subtle and effective commmicatior
channels that seem almost telepathic in the face of Soviet repression.

On a grassroots level, Reform Jews have done much for the cause of Soviet Jewry. On
anational level, alas, the burden has been borne essentially by one gallant lady,

Betty Golomb. We require 3 vastly expanded effort in this realm. Hence, I call for

the formation of a special movement-wide Task Force that would address every aspect of
the Soviet Jewish situation. It would press for emigration and for the religious rights
of Soviet Jews. It would prepare the translation of liberal Jewish educational and
liturgical texts into Russian. And it would establish and provide services to a network
of liberal Jews in the USSR. The time has come for our Reform movement to play a role of
husbandry beyond mere protest --- to tend to the fragile shoots of a Jewish conscious-
ness that are seeking desperately to survive in a harsh and often cruel envirorment."

A task force of rabbis and laymen from the UAHC and the worldwide Union for Progressive
Judaism has been exploring this idea. Dozens of Reform rabbis, in their periodic visits
to the Soviet Union, have conducted seminars on Liberal Judaism in apartments of Soviet
Jews. They have met with small groups of Jews who have decided they want to remain in
their native cowntry but wish to live a Jewish life. Unlike many who have identified
themselves with the Orthodox ”baalei"'%tma" movement, these Soviet Jews cammot accept
Orthodox Judaism and desperately seek satisfying non-Orthodox expressions of Judaism

=

wd tl'ﬂy____can identjf@ Hist demonstrates that, in every land, a majority of 4he

Jews will not M Orthodox Judaism. History also demonstrates that
whether this mass of Jews will assimilate and disappear is determined in large measure
by whether or not vital alternmative expressions of Judaism are available to them.




Pluralism is not merely desirable. It is essential to Jewish survival, even in
totalitarian cowntries.

Reality therefore compels a serious eXamination of the role of non-Orthodox

Judaism in the Soviet Union. One does not have to swallow the propaganda lies of the
Soviet officials to acknowledge that even if the USSR gates were swung open campletely,
millions of Soviet Jews would not choose to Eﬂigrﬂt&l For whatever reasons, perhaps
even including the hopes generated by Glasnost, they will choose to stay in the land
of their birth. A goodly proportion of these people will have no real interest in
Jewish life or Jewish survival. But some proportion of them will care. Of these,
some -- who knows how many -- will become Orthodox, partly because they are wnaware
of any alternative, partly use of the effective work of the Lubavitcher movement.
That will still leave an ir of Jews whose Jewish future may well depend on the
alternative Jewish options which are made available to them, with appropriate books
and films and educational materials to fill the immense vr.:}idi which now exisits.

Will the Soviet government permit us to do these things? They permit virtually nothing
now but much occurs anyway. In addition, if Gorbachev is concemed about the so-called
"brain-drain', the way to cure it is not to lock Jews in a cage but permit them, as
well as »¥® other Soviet citizens, to fulfill their religious and ethnic identities
within the Soviet system.

How will we bring non-Orthodox Judaism to the Soviet Union? Hundreds of rabbis, lay
leaders, businessmen already visit Jews in the S@viet Uhion. An informal network
is already emerging. (See letter from Rabbi Norman Patz, as Exhibit A at end). What
is needed now is the development of materials and resources which can draw these
disparate efforts together. To aid us in the preparation of these materials, we are

blessed with the participation of a Soviet Jew emigrated to USA, enrolled
at : and became a Reform rabb?,” ve‘éfcrm cantor hserv:i.ng in the
United Statesﬁ;g(ﬂgrated from the Soviet Union.

To give substance to this vision we need educational tools and resources. For
example:
_ A Russian-language video tape of an inspiring 30-minute havura-
style Liberal Shabbat service, with a Cantor playing a guitar and lively
singing, in which Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky, Russian emigre, will lead the
service and explain the essential elements of the service.
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2 Audio tapes, in Russian, explaining Liberal home observance
for Shabbat and Jewish holidays.

3. A Booklet in the Russian language, attractively designed, in which
several Soviet Jews now living in the US, Canada, Israel and Westem
Europe explain how and why they found the ground of their Jewish
identity in Liberal Judaism. (See Exhibit B)

4, Reproduce the CCAR's beautifully laminated cards for home cbeservance
in the Cyrillic alphabet for distribution in the Soviet Union. These
cards deal with Shabbat, etc. (See Exhibit C)

= Develop materials for Soviet Russian children, drawing upon the
curriculum of the Education dept. of the UAHC.

6. Involve Russian Jewish teen-agers in the camp programs of the UAHC, in
the US and Israel. Many youngsters from Warsaw pact countries have
attended our camps, on scholarship, in past years and efforts should be
made to invite Russian Jewish youngsters in the future.

These are beginning steps but they are crucial to the task of liberation of our fellow
Jews in the USSR. Liberating those who ''choose''to remain in the USSR from ignorance,
alienation and assimilation may be as vital in the lar\g\fn as physically liberating those
who choose to leave the hostile and repressive Soviet system. Internal aliyah ---
fortifying the immer Jewish life of Soviet Jewry --- is]\

ess dramatic but equally
canpelling & challenge Mm of the free world.

PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Items Cost

Film Service $ 30,000
Audio home Observance Library 10,000
Booklet 25,000
Reproducing CCAR Hame Observance 5,000
Curriculum Development 10,000
Camp Scholarship 20,000

Total $ 100,000




TEMPLE SHOLDM OF LWEST ESSEX

760 POMPTON AVENUE, CEDAR GROVE, NEW JERSEY. 07003 (201) 238-1321

November 23, 1987
Kislev 2, 5748

Norman R. Patz, Rabbi
Dr. Ruth Dooskin, Presideni
e Presidents Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Lawrence Brown Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Suzanne Gold 833 Fifth Avenue
Arlene O"Connell New York, New York 10021

Joan Bader, Secretary
Dear Alex: -

Arnold Fish, Treasurer
Carol Press, Comproller | hope this letter finds you in good health. I want to comment on the

Trustees Russian outreach proposal you made at the Biennial by way of some infor-

J. Jeffrey Press, Chairman Mation sharing.
Jerry Abrams
Barry Beyer
Henry Brooe

Let me start with three vignettes. In the summer of 1985, I was invited to

Jay Levine address a group of Russian Jewish scientists. The topic of their choosing
ﬂ“?(hﬁﬁmr was the development of liberal Judaism in the West. I spoke for 2 hours,
Joel Weinstock using the approach of Joseph Blau in Modern Varieties of Judaism. At the

end of the presentation they posed one question. How do you draw the lines

F:fI;::::u (i.e. the limitations on accommodation, experimentation): and I challenged
Philip Pollack 9" 1 them similarly: Since liberal Judaism developed in response to Tiberal
Morris Lackey conditions in the West, it didn't seem of much use for them. They needed
Ei$:$33$# a highly-structured Judaism to cope with the totalitarianism they lived
e i under. Yes, yes, theysaid, we know about Orthodoxy. We are students of
Bechid Sealia Essas. But we want to learn about other forms of authentic, non-orthodox
rnard Sterling Judaism
Morris Leven ’
Ralph Zidel
Richard Gardner Second story. MNaomi and I met Boris Klotz at Ben Gurion Airport this summer
;ﬁfﬁﬂﬁ:&ih (we had spent a special day with him in Moscow), and again a week later at
Philip Cumemis his apartment in the absorption center. In the course of conversation he
Audrey Weinstock said that he had not observed Shabbat on his first Shabbat in Israel, and
Eﬁtfﬁi:?muhLD‘ when his 10 vear old son had asked about the candles' absence, he had no
Jerrold A. Berr answer. By the time of our visit, however, he had reasoned it out. It was
Staff because of the shecharim in the absorption center; you were either with them,
T or vou had to be against them, and Boris couldn't be with them. Naomi and

Educational Director I said - you shouldn't let those mamzerim steal your Judaism. It sustained
T — you in Russia. It should still. Create your own forms and make them work
MNursery School Director fﬂ'f‘ yﬂu, -
Dorothy Schept,

Adwministrative Secretary. Thipd story: 1 told this story about Boris and his unobserved Shabbat to

Affitiated with the Dima Ioffe, (son of Alex and Rosa) for whom I had performed a religious

Lnidon u,r_-'ll.uu'm:qm marriage in Moscow. He arrived in Israel in FEbT‘U&T"}', 1987. 'I:"]Eﬂ he heard

Hebrrw Comgreastiont the story, he shook visibly and said "for the same reason, I didn't have a
seder..."

When I realized how serious a problem this is, I called Dick Hirsch to dis-
cuss it. He volunteered to call Boris (which he has done). But if we are
going to address the religious needs of these Russian 01lim, we're going to
have to move institutionally. If we don't, we'll lose them, Israel will
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. lose them, Judaism will not benefit from their hearts and energies and their kids will
be lost.

For %his reason, I spoke out at the grant steering committee to utilize the outreach
funds that are not yet committed, for Russian Jewish outreach - meeting families at
the plane, welcoming them at the absorption center, inviting them to Shabbat dinners,
etc. We have the money; let's hire the social workers, rabbis, outreachers to do the
job.

When I spoke to Fred Gottschalk about having our rabbinical students in Jerusalem do
this work as a fieldwork project, his response, to my regret, was negative. So too
was Paul Steinberg's.

David Saperstein and Stanley Ringler, on the other hand, are already working on out-
reach programs.

I get the sense that some of our leaders have vision and others don't. Either that,
or they are not convinced of our movement's authenticity.

I have initiated action on a second front-getting NFTB to have each of its member
Brotherhoods to adopt a refusenik family. The resolution was moved by a past Brother-
hood president of my synagogue,who brought Boris Klotz to the NFTB national board
meeting in Chicago to stimulate commitment to the project.

Next, on the basis of these stories and after a wonderful confirmation retreat which
featured 20 year old Boris Freidlin (arrived from Moscow in June 1987; father part

of that liberal/Essas study group), as a values resource, I have suggested to Paul
Reichenbach that all MFTY Israel trips have a meeting with Russian peers as a program-
matic element, and as an experimental pilot, that my group of confirmands have one
Russian kid travel with them in Israel ( I will underwrite the land cost for him/her).
Such a project obviously has 2 purposes: to expose our kids to another reality factor
in Jewish 1ife and to introduce a Russian kid to our viable form of non-orthodox
Judaism - a great dual bridge builder.

Finally, I am planning to convene, under the aegis of the UJA Rabbinic Cabinet, a
conference on rabbinic travel to the Soveit Union. Its purpose will be to encourage,
coordinate and improve_ the quality of rabbinic visits. If all the "stars" are per-
mitted to emigrate, those remaining will urgently need our help in reorganizing their
teaching and learning ratterns. A second purpose will be to network rabbis who are
visiting, for continuity. Finally, we want to examine curricular resources, to better
help Russian Jews learn about not only Judaism but Jews in the 20th century.

For this conference we're up to our third nlannina meeting. We will have informal
endorsements across the board. Our target date for the conference to take
place is late January of early February.

Clearly, the focus of this note is to second your verbal initiative, particularly with

regard to Russian Jewry in Russia and Israel, but not those in the U.S.A. That demands

another kind of attention. I'm very interested in your response to this matter.
Sincerely,

Norman R. Patz
Rabbi
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N Congregation Emanu El Rabbi Judith Z. Abrams

1500 Sunset Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77005
[713) 5295774 *

November 25, 1987

Mr. Albert Vorspan .

Vice President - UAHC f

838 Fifth Ave. 2/7
N.Y., N.Y. 10021

Dear Al,

It was a pleasure to speak with you today and to see you
yesterday, at the meeting of the Task Force on Soviet
Jewry. As you requested, I am sending you the CCAR's
estimates on reproduction of the three laminated cards
for home observance, which were menticned at our
meeting. These cards which contain services for Kabalat
Shabbat, Birkat Hamazon and Havdallah, would cost
approximately $6,000 to $7,000 to produce in the Cyrillic
alphabet. This represents 5,000 complete sets of three,
worth 15,000 total cards. I hope that the Union and the
Conference work together and split the cost of
production.

Please let me know if and when funding becomes available
50 that I may begin to work on the project.

Thank wou.

Sincerely,

“)

Ra!:PBLf Judith Z. Abrams
g




UAHC TASK FORCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
Minutes of Meeting: Nov. 24, 1987

ATTENDANCE

Betty Golomb; Chair

Rabbi Judith Abrams; Houston, TX Ariel Perelmuiter; NFIS

Rabbi Richard Agler; Boca Raton, FL Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky; Oak Ridge, TN
Rabbi Stanley Davids; NYC Rabbi Alexander Schindler; UAHC (p/t)
Chamma Friend; Manhasset, NY Marsha Slivka; Toronto

Neil Gosman; St. Paul, MM. Rabbi Mark Staitman; Pittsburgh

Rabbi Richard Hirsch; Jerusalem Al Vorspan; UAHC

Betty Golomb weclomed the Committee, reviwed its charge from the UAHC and
introduced Rabbi Alexander Schindler to elaborate on the recommendation he
made at the General Assembly in Chicago. In his presidential message, Rabbi
Schindler said:

"On a grassroots level, Reform Jews have done much for the cause of Soviet
Jewry..We require a vastly expanded effort in this realm. Hence, I call

for the formation of a special movement-wide Task Force that would address

every aspect of the Soviet Jewish situation. It would press for emigration

and for the religious rights of Soviet Jews. It would prepare the translation of
liberal Jewish educational and liturgical texts into Russian. And it would
establish and provide services to a network of liberal Jews in the USSR. The
time has come for our Reform movement to play a role of husbandry beyond mere
protest--- to tend to the fragile shoots of a Jewish consciousness that are
seeking desperately to survive in a harsh and often cruel environment.'

Expanding on these recommendations, Rabbi Schindler hoped that an informal
network of Progressive Jews might be developed in the Soviet Union, even while
we continue to press for increased emigration. Most Jews will remain in the
Soviet Union no matter what. What can we, as Reform Jews, do for them? He said
Reform, in all lands, conserves Judaism for the large mumbers who carmmot and
will not choose Orthodoxy: '"'In any given situation in the modern world, the
majority of Jews will not be Orthodox."

Rabbi Richard Hirsch agreed and added his view that glasnost is a double-edge sword.
Some Jews will be lost due to the new opermess; at the same time, glasnost has

also provided opermess for anti-semites to come out of the woodwork in the USSR.
Nationalism alone is an inadequate diet for Jews in search of identity. He noted
that the WUPJ will be taking a substantial growp to the Soviet Union in March and
will seek to advance precisely the goals outlined by Rabbi Schindler.

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky, a Reform Rabbi who emigrated from the Soviet Union, stressed
the importance of a religious alternative for Soviet Jews. He urged that we proceed
with video tapes of lively Reform services in both Hebrew and Russian ---one tape
havurah-type service with cantor, guitar, choir and no organ and perhaps a second
tape with a formal service in the United States. Betty Golomb noted there were

five cantors in American Reform Judaism from the Soviet Union. Cantor Elena Zarkh
was invited to participate in this meeting and will join the Committee.



Discussion ensued about the elitist aspects of video tapes. Some thought it would
be best to utilize audio tapes which could be more widely used.

Rabbi Mark Staitman reported on tthe program of the UHA Rabbinic Cabinet, which
coordinates travel of rabbis to the USSR, and urged that we cooperate with them.

He stated that Rabbi Norman Patz is Chairman of the Cabinet and is eager to cooperate.
Patz is also a Reform rabbi.

Rabbi Stanley Davids alerted the Committee to the risks involved in spearheading a
Reform Jewish network in the Soviet Union. How will we be received by the USSR
government and by the mainstream Soviet Jewry cammmity which has consistently
disapproved of efforts to build Jewish life inside the USSR as imparing the demand
for aliyah? Can we do both emigration and networking?

Rabbi Richard Agler suggested coordinating approaches by UAHC-CCAR-WUPJ-HUC to
build a Reform alternative. He said, based on his trips, that such contacts were
already being developed. What is needed is appropriate literature, materials,
videos, etc.

Neil Gosman said we should be upfront with the Soviet authorities about what we are
doing, avoiding an anti-Soviet mold.

Rabbi Staitman urged publication of a periodic list of rabbis who have been to the
Soviet Union in recent months. Other members of the committee urged that we develop
lists of congregants as well.

Rabbi Judith Abrams proposed that we publish a book of 'testimonials" containing
statements of why various Soviet Jews chose Reform and what Reform Judaism means to
their lives and identities.

It was agreed that we should:

1. Create a network of Jews in Russia who are open
to Liberal Judaism.

2. Implement suggestion made by Marsha Slivka that
we assemble all information of what our congregations
are doing in twinning, adoptions, visitatioms, etc.
with periodic sharing. Rabbi Hirsch agreed to gather
together Soviet emigrees in Israel to discuss materials
and approaches to Liberal Judaism.

3. Examine existing materials leading to a simple, basic
bibliography which should be made available.

It was also agreed that we should seek foundation funding for:

1. Audio tape for Jewish home observance in Russian, with
Zemerot.

2. Video tape of an appealing Reform Shabbat service in
Russian, with Zemerot.



3. Publication of booklet in Russian of the liberal service which
is shown on video.

4, Bocklet containing testimonials on Reform.

5. Development of material for children --- possibly
generated by Education department of the UAHC.

6. Reproduce CCAR's laminated cards for home observance
in the Cyrillic alphabet.

It was further agreed that we would price out all of the above menticned. items,
put the numbers together in one package and go forth and apply for funding.

Before the committee meets again, we will re-organize and enlarge the task force
into a movement-wide Commission in accordance with the recommendation made by
Rabbi Schindler to the UAHC General Assembly.



il

November 19, 1987

Attached are the notes taken at the post-Biennial Rabbis' Breakfast. They
will be of interest to you.

I call you particular attention to #2 in re the Baptists and the USSR. When
our new committee is in place please bring this to the table.

I will contact Jerry Davidson and Annette re #12 and want you to know I am
doing so.



November 16, 1987
24 Heshvan 5748

Rabbi Cary D. Yales
Temple Isaiah

55 Lincoln Street
Lexington, MA 02173

Dear Cary:

It was good to receive your letter of November 6 with two suggestions
for the Task Force on Soviet Jewry. 1 am grateful for your thought-
fu1n?§:. It was also good of you to provide background data on both
candidates.

Let me assure you Dr. Michael Dohan and Mrs. Judith Patkin will be
given serious consideration for membership on this critical Task Force.

With deepest thanks and warm personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Paul Menitoff
7eb
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President
UAHC

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I was delighted to hear your call for the formation of a Task
Force to address "every aspect of the Soviet Jewish situation.”

I would like to recommend two people from my congregation to
serve on that Task Force:

(1) Dr. Michael Dohan, You met him on your recent trip to
the Soviet Unlon and spoke of him at our Rabbl's breakfast. He
has been to the Soviet Union two or three times and 1s thoroughly
devoted to the cause. He i1s a thinker and a doer.

(2) Judith Patkin. Judy 1is a past president of our
congregation and serves as a co-chair for the Boston group,
"Aetion For Soviet Jewry." I venture to say that Actlon For
Soviet Jewry under her unswerving leadership has done some of
the finest work in behalf of Soviet Jewry in thils country. Her
knowledge and her contacts should prove indispensable to the Task
Force.

Here are addresses and phone numbers should you wish to contact

them: Dr. Michael Dohan Mrs. Judith Patkin
9 Berwick Rd. 27 Suzanne Road
Lexington, MA 02173 Lexington, MA 02173
(h) 617-861-874T (h) 617-861-8539
(w) 671-272-7787 (w) 617-893-2331

With all good wishes, I remaln
As always, o
Rabbi Cary D. Yales

copy: Rabbi Paul Menitoff
Affiliated with The Union of American Hebrew Congregations



BETTY B. GOLOMB [hY
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Friday, November 6, 7= L\ ¥ o
Dear Alex: |
|
] J
The Biennial was wonderful -- co rratgiations

Thanks again for your gracious reference to me and for
strengthening the Union's position in support of Soviet
Jewry. I would never have persisted for the past 12
years if I did not believe the work was important. We
will certainly gain more recruits to fight for the
freedom of Soviet Jews as a result of your heartfelt
charge to the convention.

Even though advocacy has been the most prominent role I
have pursued in the past, my secret goal has always
been to make Liberal Judaism available to Russian Jews
wherever they lived. The limited experience I've had
in the religious absorption of Soviet emigrees has led
me to believe this was feasible. But, without wider
acceptance and substantial financial support, 1little
could be achieved.

Now, with your personal experience and your public
declaration, you have made my dream a distinct
possibility. Together, we will be able to assure a
religious renaissance. Through the offering of an
option to orthodoxy and atheism, those Jews who remain
in the hostile environment of the Soviet Union will
have access to the vibrant modernity of Reform Judaism.

Enclosed is a photo copy of the mailing by Edgar
Bronfman for the World Jewish Congress that you asked
me for. It should be very effective. Your intention
to ask Mr. Bronfman for a share of the money for the
publication of books is an excellent one.

Moreover, the W.J.C's approach is one from which we can
borrow ideas for our own fund-raising.

With regards,




"AUTHORITIES TO ALLOW
JEWISH BOOKS INTO THE SOVIET UNION"

Dear Friend:

At last some light has pierced the darkness.

After many long months of intense negotiations with the
top Kremlin leadership, we have a remarkable opportunity -- one
that has taken years to achieve.

For decades Russia's 2 million Jews have
been cut off from their religious and
cultural heritage. But finally, the
Soviet Union has agreed to permit us to
bring Jewish books and other educational
materials directly to them.

This development is a "window of opportunity" that can't
be ignored.

We at the World Jewish Congress have worked for years to
open up Jewish emigration for those who wanted to leave the
Soviet Union.

And while demanding freer emigration, we've fought to
preserve the right of those remaining to practice their faith
and keep their religious heritage alive.

But it's often been a frustrating, thankless effort --

until today.
That is the reason for my urgent letter.
You and I have an extraordinary opportunity

-— to give Russian Judaiem new life. To
help create a "religious renaissance" for
the Soviet Union's 2 million Jews.

But we must act right away.

Between now and the first days of Hanukkah, the WJC will
complete the first phase of an urgent new program called
PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA -- an "airlift" of Jewish culture
into the Soviet Union.

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA is an opportunity for you to
send a Jewish book to a Russian family -- with your own personal

show of support.

(over, please)

/=" PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA
: { WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
% & ONE PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016

i
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Basic religious books like the Talmud . . . the Torah
and essential prayer books.

I can't think of a more meaningful way to support the
rights of Jews around the world than to seize this opportunity
to reach out to our brothers and sisters in the Soviet Union.

Russian Jews -- representing 15 percent of world Jewry =--
have always been a special focus of the World Jewish Congress
. . « and to all of us.

Yet, if they are to remain Jews and pass on Judaism to
their children, they must be able to learn about their history,
culture and religion, while they are still in the Soviet Union.

And, Russian Jews must keep in touch with their culture and
religion for there to be hope for Jewish immigration to Israel.

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA will give them:

. . . the history books they need to teach their children
about their heritage;

. « « prayer books, the Holy Writings of the Torah, the
Talmud -- all the materials they will need to
practice their faith; and,

. . the intellectual writings that can help salvage
Judaism from decades of political, cultural and
religious repression.

But we have our work cut cut for us.

The books and other educational materials must first be
translated into Russian and then printed, bound and crated for
shipment to the Soviet Union -- in and of itself an enormous
undertaking.

And, our personal escorts in the United States will need !
to transport the books to the Soviet Union, and transfer them
to the WJC's network of Jewish religious and cultural experts
who will deliver them where they are needed most.

But in 50 years of history as the diplomatic arm of the
Jewish People =-- and defender of human rights everywhere -- the
World Jewish Congress has faced greater challenges, and tri-
umphed.

From our help in negotiating Germany's $36 billion repara- |
tion payment to the survivors of the Holocaust . . . to our
exposure of Kurt Waldheim's Nazi past . . . we have succeeded
where others failed.

(next page, please)




To be sure, PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA will be one of the
WJC's most ambitious challenges.

But one we must accept.

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA -- like the enormously success-
ful tree planting projects in Israel -- will plant the seeds to
ensure the survival of our religion and culture in the decades
to come.

This is a project that must be a top priority for the WJC
and for concerned Jews everywhere.

That's why your financial support is so important.

will require a substantial
commitment of World Jewish Congress resources.

And, because it involves hiring expert translators and the
printing and shipment of enormous quantities of books, it will
be very expensive.

Right now our plan is to begin translating and packaging
Jewish religious and cultural materials such as:

* Text and Commentary on the Torah;
* The Talmud -- writings from the Talmud;

* A special collection of prayer boocks -- daily, Saturday
and the Holidays;

* Jewish calendars detailing major holidays and tradi-
tions;

* Jewish cultural, educational and religious material;
and,

* Children's educational books, including primers for the
study of Hebrew and Yiddish.

But your support and that of other concerned American Jews
is critical to the success of this unique project.

You and your family can personally select
one, two, or as many books as you like to
be sent with your show of support to a
Jewish family in the Soviet Union.

As you can see from the enclosed PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA
reply sheet, you can send a complete Jewish Calendar through

the WJC to a Russian family for only $25.00.

(over, please)




For the especially generous contribution of $250, the WJcC
will be able to deliver a complete set of Jewish books and
materials: the Talmud -- writings from the Talmud, the Torah,
prayer books, childen's primers and more.

All books and materials relating to Jewish culture and
heritage are in pitifully short supply in the Soviet Union,
making complete sets particularly valuable to a Russian family.

Whatever the number of books you decide to give, please
sign your name to the corresponding book plate on the enclosed
sheet. The WJC will place it in your gift book when it's ship-
ped to the Soviet Union. .

|

PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA gives you and me a precious
opportunity to help preserve the/Jewish heritage and enrich the
lives of 2 million Russian Jews.

But we must move quickly. Our "window of opportunity"
carries no guarantees -- it could close tomorrow.

So please send me your contribution for these "books of
life" as soon as you possibly can.

We've timed the first shipments to arrive just before
Hanukkah -- a time when our show of support will mean that much
more to the Soviet Union's culturally-starved Jews.

Please give as generously as you can.

You have my heartfelt thanks for whatever number of books
you can afford to send.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
?dgar M. Bronfman I
President
EMB: zhn

P.S. The enclosed note that I received from a Russian Jew
should give you an idea of what this project means to
Jews in the Soviet Union. He hopes for long=-term changes
in Soviet policy, but we have no guarantees -- the polit-
jcal climate could change at any time. Please send me
your gift for PROJECT: BOOKS TO SIA today.

W
m_éﬂ;w@wm of the
apprapuiale. platzs |
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Dear Mr. Bronfman:

| agree! We must take advantage of this historic opportunity to

ROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSSIA e
PROJECT: BOOKS TO RUSS ﬁ%}ﬁbﬂb Mvﬁ*ﬂ'
GIFT PLEDG

mf"f’*

[1$ 25.00: Jewish Calendar .
and Observance Guide

send these special books into Russia. My contribution in the amount [ $ 47.50: Text and Commentary

indicated under “Total” is enclosed. Please use my tax-deductible on the Torah
gift to send the item(s) listed below to a needy Jewish family in Russia. [1$ 72.25: The Talmud—
Writings of the Talmud
[J $118.00: The Talmud—
Writings of the Talmud -

Mr. David L. Golomb
250 E. 73rd Street
New York, NY 10021

and the Torah
[] $250.00: Entire set of the above

[] Other $
Please make your rax-deducrtible contribution payable 1o the W .C.and retum with your book plare(s) Tﬂtﬂl: $
and gift pledge form 1o our Washington office, Post Office Box 90400, Washington, D.C.  20077. 1366

{CALEMDAR)

[THE TALMLITN

STOT KAJTEHAAPH-
OTPOKEHHUE EBPEMCKOH
JKMB3HH-B MNQJAPOK OT..

ITOT TOM TAJIMYIL A, KAK
CHUMBO EBPEMCKOIMD 3HAHHMA,
B MNQIAPOK OT ...

Mr. David L. Golomb

., M2 moey N 2

; BCE EBPEH B OTBETE IPYT 3A JIPYTA
W3 TAJIMYLA

Mr. David L. Golomb

ma Mmooy SN B

BCE EBPEH B OTBETE [PYT 3A JIPYTA
3 TASIMY D A

[TEXT AMD COMMENTARY ON THE TORAH]

[ The message on your book plate(s) reads: ——

FTOT TEKCT U KOMMEHTAPMH K
TOPE, KAK CMMBQJ/1 EBPEUCKOIO
3HAHMA, B NAJAPOK OT...

Mr. David L. Golomb

BCE EBPER B OTBETE APYT 3A APYTA
M3 TANMYL A

“This (item being sent) is a gift of Jewish
Life from:”

TR S ey SR 5

All Jews Are Responsible One for Another
Shavuor 39
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RBbbi Alexander M. Schindler July 7, 1987
10 Tammuz 5747
Mr. Albert Vorspan

Mrs. Betty Golomb & Mr. Mace Levin

When I was in Israel I had a chance to talk to Dick Hirsch and his experience
was not unlike mine. I refer of course to his recent journey to Russia which

in magy ways was even more meaningful since Bella Hirsch speaks Russian fluently
so he was able to reach people I could not possibly communicate with.

He gave lectures on Reform Judaism in the Soviet Union and found a wide response.

I would 1ike to approach both the Memorial Foundation and Herbert Weinstein's
Foundation (the Gerald and May Ellen Ritter Memorial Fund) asking support for
the preparation of translations of basic works and their eventual publication
into the Russian language.

Can I have a projection of costs for such a program? What I believe we need 1is

a pamphlet on Reform Judaism which is less oriented to the American Jewish
community; the translation of our prayer books into the Russian language; books
1ike Edie Samuel's Jewish lexicon and deveral key books especially for the

younger generation. And Betty made what I thought was a good a#iditional suggestion
and that is that we prepare a modern Haggadah in Russian.

Be that as it may, I would appreciate getting a proposal from Betty and Mace and
from you of comese, for the books which we would 1ike to translate into Russian

for those materials which we would like to reprint. What the translation cost would
be and what the publications cost would ultimately be. I don't know whether the
Memorial Foundation and the Weinstein Foundation will come up with a great deal

of money but at least we ought to have something for their consideration.

Thanks for following this through. Obviously the sooner I can have the material,
the sooner I can get started.



May 19, 1987
20 Iyar 5747

Herbert T. Weinstein, Esq.
300 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Herb:

By means of this letter I acknowledge with pleasure the gracious gift

of $5,000. from the Ritter Foundation towards the work of the UAHMC. I
am grateful for your efforts in this regard and also convey my grati-
tude and that of the Union to the President of The Gerald and May Ellen
Ritter Memorial Fund, Gerald Silbert. You have helped to strengthen the
work of our hands and our hearts.

With appreciation and warm regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Gerald Silbert, Esa.



. The GeraLp anp May EiLen RittEr Memorial Funp
¥ 300 Park AVENUE

MNew York, NEw York 10022

909-7708
n )

GERALD SILBERT ;
FRESIDENT ’Uﬁ]‘[}

L
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Qﬁk May 18, 1987

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union Of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alexander:

It is with great pleasure to enclose this year's
check for $5,000 from the Ritter Foundation.

.
i

I would also like to take this opportunity to confirm
our luncheon on Wednesday, May 20 at 12:00 at the Harmony
Club. I look forward to seeing you then.
Best regards,
Sincerely,

Uf

Herbert T. Weinstein
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March 12, 1987
11 Adar 5747

Mr. Herbert Weinstein
Proskauer Rose Goetz
and Mendelsohn

300 Park Ave.

New York, NY. 10022

Dear Herb:

I hope this letter finds you well. It was a real pleasure
being at the Temple. Dough Krantz is indeed a fine young man,
and I am grateful to him for bringing us together.

There is one minor matter relating to the Foundation Grant
that eluded my attention, but which really should be
specified in some manner. 1 speak of the payment schedule.

According to our records, there are to be five equal annual
payments of $5,000 each. I recall that the first dollars
came in about this time last year, but heaven knows that
memory should not be the basis of matters such as this.

Therefore, I write to ask how you wish us to remind you, or
bill you, in this and the successive years of the grant. We
will be guided by your instructions. A1l I ask is that the
check be sent prior to the end of our fiscal year June 30.
That way, we will know to include the internship for four
more years automatfcally in the budget.



Mr. Herbert Weinstein
March 12, 1987
Page -2-

1 look forward to meeting with you again in the not too
distant future. Thank you Herb, not only for your
generosity, but for the spirit that motivates it.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Mexander M. Schindler

P.S. Take it easy, save yourself the commuting strain between
New York and New Jersey as often as you can.
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union Of American Hebrew Congregations
B38 Fifth Avenue
MNew York, New York 10021
Dear Alexander:

Thank you for your letter of March 12, 1987. It
is not only pleasurable, but stimulating every time we meet,
as you have helped generate my increased involvement in the
Reform movement.

UJA - Federation has asked me to serve on a committege
which oversees expenses of the Jewish Agencies. The committe
was generated by a complaint from the Reform movement in
Israel that it was not getting its fair share. Clearly,
this is something I want to focus upon. Given your wealth
of knowledge in this area, I would appreciate having another
luncheon with you so that I may be briefed from the prosp i
of the Reform movement in America.

I would also like to confirm the Ritter Foundatio
grant of which $20,000 is still owing. Last year's payment
of %5000 was sent to you in the beginning of June, thgrefor
the next installment will also be sent out in the beginning
of June, 1987. \n

Hoping to see you soon, I am

Sincerely,
Vil s
e~

Herbert T. Weinstein

HTW/bv
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I'?ﬁericﬁn Rabbi
Warns Against
US-USSR Rift

MOSCOW (AP) — An Ameri-
can rabbi on Sunday cautioned
those concerned about Jewish
rights in the Soviet Union
“shrill” criticism that he 5aYs

drives the superpowers farther
apart.
But Rabbi Alexander Schin-
:I;r. president of the Union of
erican Hebrew Congrega-
tions, added there still is much to
protest about Soviet treatment of
Jews,

Schindler told the Internation-
al Physicians for the Prevention
of Nuclear War that a recent in-
crease in emigration visas grant-
ed to Soviet Jews is an
encouraging ;

But emigration is still ti Ly
restricted, and many Je:rghm
deniedetitvlsunnmtmdsnf
state security, he said.

Schindler said criticism of how
the Soviets treat Jews should not
be silenced, but neither should it
negate efforts to work with the
Soviet Union on arms control.

“'We will continue to raise our
voice in protest for these in-
jxﬁm&rﬂmmuﬂm.mnw
won't join the shrill voices who
wish to sink Russia and Ameri-
ca ever more deeply into mili-
tary confrontation. Protest and
‘peace are not mutually exclu-
sive,” he said,

' Schindler spoke during a panel
| discussion on religion and ethics
| in the nuclear age,

Other panel members were
former University of Notre
Dame President Rev. Theodore
Hesburgh; Rev. Gunnar Stalsett,
| president of the World Lutheran
| Federation and a member of the
' Norwegian Nobel Prize commit-

tee; and Gwendoline Konie,
t1'0:1.11421' Zambian ambassador to
 Sweden and the United Nations,

—
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June 9, 1987
12 Sivan 5747

Mr. Jeffrey Glassman
Second Secretary of the Embassy of the United States

Aperican Embassy Moscow
APD, M.Y. 09862

Dear Jeffrey:

Just a note to thank you for all your many courtesies while we
were in Moscow. You went far beyond the line of what was ex-
pected and we are grateful to you for giving up your day and
for helping us in so many ways.

My wife spoke to your father yesterday and brought him your
greetings and, of course, our appreciation of your worth.

The remainder ofoour stay was interesting. I did have a brief

meeting with Dobrynin and a longer tew hour session with Arbatov
but nothing of extraordinary consequence developed, so  didn't

bother Bebriefing at the Embassy or, for that matter, even here
at the State Department.
Again my thanks for all your helpfulness.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

a7



June 9, 1987
12 Sivan 5747

Ambassador Jack F, Matlock
American Embassy ,/¢5ce%
AP0, N,Y. 09862

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

I was a member of the delegation attending the recent Congress of
the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War,
While I was there, of course, ] took the occasion to visit with
the Refuseniks and to speak to some of the leaders of the Russian
government concerning this and kindred issues. Nothing of great
consequence occured in theee sessions and so I chose not to try
to see you and tell you what I learned. Much if not all of this
is well known to you.

I do want to take this occasion to commend one of your associates,
Jeffrey Glassman, the Second Seeretary of your Embassy, who spent
a full day shepherding us about Moscow. His was a true service of
the heart. It went far beyond what was necessary or expected and
I just want you to know how appreciative I am of his good work.

While I am on the subject I must tell you how very much impressed

I was with the devotion with which the members of the Moscow Embassy

approached the task of heip1n? the Refuseniks., It was good to have
my g:eat respect for the Foreign Service of the United States re-
confirmed.

With warmest regards and every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

bcc: Mr. Jeffrey Glassman
Mr. Charles J. Rothschild



MAY 24-JUNE 7 LONDON AND USSR

SUNDAY
MAY 24 New York to London --- TW #704 - JFK 7:55 p.m. arr. L 7:50 a.m.

Atheneum Hotel

Ll

THURSDAY
MAY 28  London to Moscow - 11:30 a.m. Aeroflat (Economy) #SU 242

arr. Moscow 6:20 p.m. (4 hour flying time)
ROSSIYA HOTEL

SUNDAY :
JUNE 7 Moscow to New York (First Class) 9:45 a.m. arrive 1:30 p.m. (6/7)
#SU 315 (Aeroflat)

Note: Aerdflat seems always to be listed SU so look for that....







; WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGEON AND PEACE/INTERNATIONAL

Draft Memorandum of the Governing Board Meeting
Moscow, 31 May - 3 June 1987

Theme : CONFIDENCE-BUILDING BETWEEN PEOPLES THROUGH GREATER OPENNESS BETWEEN RELIGIONS
\ »
q UAIﬁb{LJ 1. Provisional schedule ,
] i

J tﬂ-:.{,\){
fvibiﬁ’r : .ﬁbﬁii }& t?LEtAerJ?Z' Provisional Agenda for Committee meetings

_;\jbl%§j1y,r 3. Provisional Agenda for Governing Board meeting
\ tijjx‘* 4. Suggested allocation of Committee members
5. Suggested allocation of Leadership

1. Provisional schedule

Fri. 29 - Sat. 30 May Arrival, optional tour and registration.
Sat. 30 May Briefing at dinner time for all who have arrived.
Sun. 31 May
Morning Visit to religious organizations, including services, as

arranged by Host Committee.
16:00 - 19:00 Committee meetings in three groups.
1) Finance Committee
2) Nomination Committee
3) Review Committee
Mon. 1 June
09:30 - 12:30 Committee meetings in three groups.

15:30 - 18:30 Combined meeting of Committees for WCRP V preparation.

Tue. 2 June

09:30 - 12:30 Governing Board meeting.
I} Opening
II) Reporting
15:30 - 18:30 III) Action Programmes for 1987/88

IV) Development of WCRP network and relationship
V) Financial Policy and budget for 1987/88

oL
Wed. 3 June Governing Board meeting. l}ut-'tﬁ':'
09:30 - 12:30 VI) WCEP V - Procedure for planning process
15:30 - 17:30 VII) International Council meetings/1988 and 1989
VIII) Others
:00 - 21:00 Closing dinner. = o -
g: 30

Thu. &, Fri. 5, Sat. 6 June Optional tour and/or departure.

1) A time of meditation will be observed at the beginning of and at the end of daily
meetings.

2) Optional tours will be arranged by Host Committee according to the advance request
of the participants.



2, Provisional Agenda for Committee meetings

Finance Committee

. Review of [inanclal report lor 1986

2. Financial policy and budget for 1987/88
. Financial policy and budget for WCRP V.

Nomination Committee

. Criteria for nomination of WCRP/International leadership
. Procedure for nomination of WCRP/International leadership

. Special needs for WCRP V leadership (hopefully involving the entire Presidium and
also some Australians).

Review Committee

. Review of WCRP I, II, III, IV and subsequent activities
. Expectations for and style of WCRP V
. Lessons for follow-up of WCRP V.

. Provisional Agenda for Governing Beard meeting

I) Opening

1. Opening prayer

2. Opening address

3. Welcome address

4, Introductory address
5. Adoption of Agenda

II) Reporting

1. Secretary-General's report
2. Financial report 1986

3. Youth report

4, Regional reports

III) Action Programmes for 1987/88

1. Prayer for peace
a) Prayer day for world peace
b) Prayer week for world peace
2. UN presence and cooperation
a) International Conference on Relationship between Disarmament and Development
b) UN Day Symposium
c) NGO Committees
d) Other matters



3. Conflict Resolution .
* a) Sri Lanka
) b) South Africa
. c) Middle East
d) Other concerns

4, Peace Fducation

5. Humanftarian Ald
b, Youth Programmes
7. Other matters.

IV) Development of WCRP network and relationship

1. Development of WCRP regional and national chapters

2. Liaison with international organizations of world religions
3. Relation with international interfaith organizations

4. Cooperation with the United Nations and its agencies

5. NGOs, peace institutions and others

6. Other links

V) Financial Policy and Budget for 1987/88

1. Financial Policy
2, Budget for 1987/88

VI) Decision making for procedures to plan WCRP V

1. Date / Period

2. Venue

3. Aims / Objectives

4. Main theme / Commission themes
5. Participants (numbers and criteria by category)
6. Daily programmes

7. Main speakers

8. Pre-study papers

9. Working language(s)

10. Budget (itemized)

11. Preparatory committee

12. Host committee

13. Steps for preparation

14. Others

VII) International Council meetings (February 1988 and January 1989)

VIII) Others.
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/ “We shall require a subsaniially new manner of thinking if mankind is fo survive” ALBERT EINSTEIN ﬁ,f -~
o ;

g’é werl  International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Inc.

Central Office

225 Longwoud Avenue
Boston, MA 02115
U.5.A.

(617) 738-944

Telex: 4430017 IFPNW

Executive Comunittee:
Cer-Iresideni

Bernand Lown MDD
Frarlessor of Cardiodogy

Harvard Schood ol
Publsc Healih, 11SA

Evgueni 1. Chacov MID
Director General
Maticnal Caidwslogical
Research Cemer! LISSH

Vice-Frevidenis:

Kuoil BonhoelTer ML}
Director

Imstitute for

o Ancsthesiology

Koln University, FRG

Rene Brasgquer ML
Co-President

Physicians lor the
Prevention of Muclear War,
Argentina

Lars Engstedi MD
Professor and

Chiel of Medscine
Karolinska Instetute, Sweden

Susan Hollan ML)
Director

Hational Institare of
Hematodogy, Hungary

lai Maddocks M
Associate Professor
F:I.(‘u|ly ol Medsting
Flinders Medical Schaool,
Australia

Secretury

Jahm €0, Pastare MID
Associate Profovan

ol Medicine

Tufis Medical Schonl, LISA

Theavirrer:

Michael McCally I}
Professor of

Clinecal Medscing
University ol Chicago, LISA

Erecunve furecior:
Conn Mugenl
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TO: Invited Speakers

7th World Congress - IPPNW ny
Moscow 29 May - 1 June, 1987 '|! ,9"'
FROM: [IPPNW Central Office S
DATE: 5 March 1987
RE: Travel Arrangements

We are pleased that you have accepted to participate in the
forthcoming congress to be held in Moscow. Beginning on 15
March 1987, representatives from Stewart International Travel
will be contacting you to arrange for your travel and
accommodations for this meeting. Our hosts in Moscow have
made available limited complimentary passage on Aeroflot as
the Official Carrier. It is in the financial interest of IPPNW and
the Congress to maximize our utilization of this contribution.
We hope you will cooperate wherever possible.

If there are any questions concerning };nur participation in the
program please do not hesitate to contact our office directly.

For matters related to travel and accommodations, however,
Stewart International, phone (617) 738-1575, telex #: 281493
SINTUR, will expedite the answers to your questions.

We urge all participants to begih now with the process of
obtaining visas and travel permits.

We look forward to seeing you in Moscow.
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i - Flagtaan Ms. Edie Miller 4\?

Edward E El:.o-n

Crat. Board of Tnusspes

Sholom D. Comay
sl
Robert 5. Rifkind
Secretary

Dhrld H Fe'rre:r

Qunipld B. Gerdner Union of American Hebrew

Rita E. Hauser Congregations

qﬂhitlultaﬁ Holstein 838 Fifth Avenue "\

Aon  Kautman New York, New York 10021 N
Al M. Moses Dear Ms. Miller: \
ldeileﬁuhln

FL‘TL"" Ramer Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I enclose relevant.
Jerome J. Shestack biographical material on the Yuzefovich family in Moscow. It was
ezgsaryr SOOI provided to me by Nehemiah Levanon who has taken a personal interest
Gordon Zacks in this case and has asked that Rabbi Schindler meet with the family
during his forthcoming visit to the USSR.

Morsis 8. Abram With all best wishes.

Howard |. Friedman

Arthur J, Goldber :

Sriulprirsmapnid Cordially,

Philip E. Hoffman

Richard Maass
Elmer L. Winter
Maynard |. Wishner
Horarary Vice Presidents ”
anhnn Appleman
Martin Gang

Ruth R. Goddard \

Andrew Goodman David A. Harris ok

Raymond F Kravis Deputy Director ,-j
James Marshall International Relations ’a 1

William Rosenwald
Shirley M. Szabad

Max M. Fls-hﬂl' DAH: tm E.

H"“\I -rl
L. X\

peuinve Vs -Fresadents Bmam

John Slawson
Bertram H. Gold



NAME: YUZEFOVICH ADDRESS: USSR
' Moscow 111387 ar.
Bratskaya 25, Korpus 2. Apt. 133
Yuzefovich Leonid

TEL- 3o1- P4
FAMILY DETAILS:

Relationship First name Date of birth

Husband Leonid 3 Aug 1949

Wife Ekaterina 29 Nov 1953
Glozman

Son . Mark 7 Nov 1973

Daughter Miriam 7 Jun 1976

Daughter Ilana 29 Apr 1978

Son Ariel 4 Jan 1983

RELATIVES IN ISRAEL:

Ekaterina's parents in Israel since 1976:

Iosef and Evgenia Glozman, Neve Yakov 403/9, Jerusalem 97 350
Phone (02)854633

Ekaterina's brother:

Vliadimir and Irina Glozman, Given Hahadasha, D.N. Harei Yerushalaim

Leonid's Uncle:

Grigory and Chana Yuzefovich, Neve Yakov /59, Jerusalem



Leonid Yuzefovich is now in the third week of his hunger strike.
The letter below was sent by a group of Jewish activists in

Moscow appealing to Gorbachev to let Yuzefovich and his family
go .

"3 April 1987

M.S. Gorbachev,
Secretary General af the
Central Committee of the CPSU

Dear Mikhail Sergeevich :

We would like to call your attention to the dramatic situation of
the Yuzefovich-Glozman family. This family has been trying for
seven years to get a permission to join their parents in lsrael.
They were denied an exit permit because of Leonid Yuzefovich's
alleged access to classified information even though it has been
13 yra, since his discharge from active service. Presently
Leonid's wife, Ekaterina Glozman, is expecting her fifth baby and
is 1n very poor physical condition. She and her four children
need care and support of Ekaterina's parents who are in lsrael.
The denial of permission to leave is an instance ot patent
burepaucratic arbitrariness and is not due to actual considera-
tions of state security. After many years of struggle Tor permius-
sion to leave Leonid Yuzefovich had no other resort but to start
on March 19, 1987 a hunger strike. The situation of this family
is aggravating daily and we call upon you to uphold the spirit of
all the positive changes you have initiated and to help this
family to join their parents in Israel.

Boris Chernobylsky Mikhail Kar a-Ivanov
Vladimir Dashevsky Boris Klotz
Viktor Fulmakht Yuli Kosharovsky

Alexander Ioffe Andrey Lifghitz

o352
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Leonid Yuzefovich is now in the third week of his hunger strike.

The letter below is Leonid's appeal to the Caommission established
supposedly for dealing with just such cases,

"3 April 1987

To the Commission for Review
of Complaints on OVIR at the
Presidium of Supreme Soviet

Dear Members of the Commisasion @

Once again 1 am compelled to appeal to you with the request Lo
review urgently our case and to speed the issuance of visas. The
situation of my family is far Trom being well. My wife is in the
sixth month of her pregnancy and according to the doctors she may
be faced with a renal failure in more advanced stages of preg-
nancy. Bureaucratism and ruthless atitude of the OVIR officials
prompted me to start sixteen days ago (on Mareh 19) a hunger
strike. I urge you to inform me whether our tcase js being
reviewed, since when, and by whom.

Leonid Yurzefovich.

[~ £



Current medical diagnosis of Ekaterina Glozman:

Chronic pielo-nephritis (now in remission)

Non-malignant trumor in the uterus

Liver malfunction

Vegeto-vascular distonya of the hypotonic type

Main danger to her health - with the development of this
pregnancy, she could suffer renal failure.




Leonid Yuzefovich was born in Kiev in 1949, He enrolled at Moscow
State University where he studied and graduated in Physies. Immediately
upon graduation he was drafted into the army (1972) and served as a junior
officer with an anti-aircraft artillery unit. During his army service he
married Ekaterina Glozman, who is a graduate of the Pedagogical Institute
where she specialized in the French language. After his release from the
army in 1974 Leonid was accepted” to work at the Moscow Institute of Vitamins,
In 1989 he submitted and successfully "defended” his dissertation in .
chemistry to the Institute of Physics and Chemistry of the Academy of
Science of the U.S.5.R. In the same year Leonid and Ekaterina submitted
their first application for an exit visa to Israel to joain Ekaterina's
parents in Jerusalem. In the spring of 1981 they were refused because of
Leonid's army service.

Leonid and Ekaterina never ceased to struggle for the right to
emigrate to Israel. As the years went by they repeatedly reapplied
(last time as recently as December 1986). By now it is almest 13 years
since Leonid was released from the army, at the lowest officer rank =
lieutenant. The claim that Leonid's army service, 13 years ago, still
presents a security risk for the Soviet Union is absurd and absolutely
untenable.

During all thoase leng years of hoping and waiting, both Leonid and
Ekaterina did whatever they could to prepare themselves for their future
life in Israel. They both studied Hebrew and eventually became teachers
themselves. Beyond learning the language they managed over the years,
literally from bits and pieces, to learn a great deal about Jewish
History and Israel. Perhaps their mest asteunding achievement was to
bring up their four children as proud and dignified Hebrew-speaking
Jewish boys and girls, determined to stand their ground in an atmosphere
of hestility and harassment. (The Yuzefovich's are expecting their fifth
child in July 1987, this regardless of the fact that Ekaterina suffers
from a heart ailment).

In 1984 the Yuzefovich family asked for and was granted Israeli citizen-
ship. During the seeminagly endless years of waiting they have been amongst
the most active refuseniks. They have participated in petitions and
appeals to the Soviet authorities and foreiqn leaders. They have taken
part in demonstrations and hunger strikes. Their house is an example
for other refuseniks, a warm Jewish home where Hebrew is spaken and
Jewish Holidays are celebrated.

How long can even this heroic Jewish family keep up their spirits
and survive morally in the face of repeated refusals for exit visas and
official "warnings and threats"?
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