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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

April 5, 1994 
24 Nisan 5754 

~L..C__Q_nference on Soviet Jewery 
10 East 40thh~ SS-tEr~e~~t-------­
Suite 907 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Friends: 

Enclosed herewith is 1994 dues from the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations in the amount of $2,500.00. This is 
the sum which we had budgeted for our subvention to the 
National Conference, and inasmuch as we are mandated to 
have a balanced budget, it will not be possible to make a 
greater dues contribution this year. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RALt1<al ,\IICNIJC at STOCKLtY 0/UU'Jlll'IS NOKl'OLI(. \IIKGINIA 23507 • (004) Gl5•4'2!)5 

March s, 1992 

Task Force Qn Soviet Jewry 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Attn: Betty Golomb, Chair 

Dear Sir: 

B 

Please ,be advised that Jo Ann Hofheimer is no longer chair 
of our Soviet Resettlement Committee. Please send all 
information ·._regarding soviet Jewry to our new chairs: 

Morris Lazaron, Jr, 
7711 Argyle Ave. 
Norfolk, Va. 23505 

and Ms, Barbara Carlson 
5003 Gosnold Ave. 
Norfolk, Va. 23508 

If there is anything further you need, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

~C.~ 
Susanne c. Geshekter 
Administrator 
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Chairman 
Richard L Wl)dQr 

Vice-Chairmen 
Rabbi David Hill 

Dr. Aa!.art J. Math 
Howard E. Sachs 

Jana Shennan 

Merttn .~~n 

• Ic!asur•r 
De.nit c. Braham 

~ant Trusurer 
Margery !Col\rman 

Executive C.ommtrw,e 
. ~Altat 

Tarry fisher • 
Andrew ~razer 

Sandra Goldberg 
Vf?ftaCa~ 
BfflY ,Golomb 

Amltew Groveman .. 
r:tenk' Hagelberg. 

Shellay B. Hit8hborg . 
Or. Brum Laibowitz ' : 

LNh $liven.win 
Cori&tsnca Snwldar 

RabblMaricSbl!man 
abbi Jr:iui,h P~ Sbll'Ntein 

Maynard Wi:idina-

~ ~.~ ~ 0-.-~ 

"l'he Hcno~able Bc:-is lf. Yeltsin 
Pre■idant 0f tha R1lll&ian Federation 
'l:ba Kretnlin .• 
.Mo!ICOW . 

Rz.tssia 

, . 

All~ COWltry c:onti.11ues on i.~e ambitious cOl.2%.se towards poli.tical, 
econom,i.e • and eoci.al. ~om,. tb.e Kaeional. Oonf'e:-anee on So\l'i.a~ Jewry, 
and i:he . ,mdeaic;:lad membo..r na~ion.al &9tmcies, ha.~e f0llcwed. thia 
pr0gr11a• with meh i.At6reat and suppoz:t. At this time, howt!!ver, -we 
wi■h to ~u ~ deep' concern reguclinq you:: goveri:iment • s 
proposed ~dmentS to tba Jluuiar. t.&w on Fnedom of ~eli~ion .. 

'?he enact:meii~, sevwal years a.go, cf this lagi.slation ha.s le&d t:o a. 
ai~iaant anriohmant in tha liV68 of year citizens. In that y~ 
~lation repraaants a multitude of religious faiths and ethnic 
idmititi11.s, tha advancemec.t in basic gua:al1-tees of freedcm of 
religion ensured their :ulaation of pursuinq this mi::ist fund.mental 
~uman right, r~dleaa of clenominat.ional &ffil.i&tion. 

'I)~ the••· pJ:'omi&in; yet:. ditficult times for ycur country, a atep 
bac:lcward a.t this erucia.l pc,iftt in history c:an only lead to an 
unstable ·polit:ic&l an~iro~ which aides no , cna, exc:ept those who 
wi.ah t:o r~~ to a tot:al.it:uian form of g0?1L-:=ent. ~herefo:a, t.te 

&il.l!Ottta.Qa '' ' 
you . ~o continua your pursuit of demoerat.ic ~etorm and ba.sie 
·l.iberties, reecgm..zed. t.hr=gb.Ot.li: the inte~ion&l conmnuut:r, and 
u:roe l'O\t .~o .veto the restrictive ~Ugion am.eudmants. it. ia our 
fenen~ hope that you will lead your c:::ountry f0:w.u:d and wa offe::r 
our assiatanee in i:ha.t ei1dea~. 

Sincemly, · • 
.. '. \ '· 

Richard Wexler· 
Honorary CarnmittM NCSJ Oba i rman 

Morris B. Abram 
Shcchana s. Cardin w~ s.. Dolny, Na.tional comman~ez: - Jewish wu Vetez:a:o.s of the 

&mM Gold •. U.S.A. •• .• 
Jarry Goodman Suae ·Katzr Natio.D.a.l. Pl:asidant - National. Co,mcil of Jewish W~en 

Burtcn.s. tavinson . ll0bu:t . L . t.iftcn. • President • • .bieric:an Jewish Congress 
StanllayH~~ ·. :· ... A,l&ed HDA•·, . President - ~i.~ Jewish c.amiittaa 

ThAodorlll R.: 11&ann • • • Sb&ldcii: 'Jtudoft ,' .President ·- t1nit. n. of Orthodo:,c Jewish Co1:19:z::eqati0n~ 
Rfohad Maus of AmeJ:i.ca 

Rabbi larNI MOier .HAlvin Salberg,. :& Ltional Cbdrnu:m - Anti-Defamation L&ague 0f B 'n.a.:l 
~tibi HanlCbeJ Schactar' • · .. B 1·r.i.i:h •• , .. • · • 

1..awis·H;w~ • • xant ·Scbiner,. Pz:el!!!ident - !'nai B'~i~ Ill:cernati.ona.l 
• • • •. ···:· ·: . : . • Alan :.irichne:~r .• l'resideni: - ttnited Sycagogue of Am~icA 

btcutMI pireamr •• • • • 

Mark B. Lavin· • 

• • ' • , ., IO • • :• : ; : ~ •,• -:\::~.-, ... ~:• • \• ;, ,I 

·• .. : ::·•~: ~ •.• 
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A.Mistant Tnusurer 
Margery leohrman 

Secrstp~ 
K;ronS. Mou 

Exaqytive Commiffee 
PeterA!tat 

Terry Fisher 
.Mdre.w Gr&2.er 

Sandr. Goldberg 
Vona--~eldhot; 
BottyGolomb 

Andrew 13rovem.an 
A-enk Me,gelberg 

Shelley B. Hirthbo.rg 
Dr. Bruce l..Ai.bowitz 

Leah$11~ 
Coru;twics Smukl.er 

Rabbi Marie Staltman 
abbi JCl!4Ph P. Stmnftejn 

Maynard Wcshner 

HoncralV Col'nmittM 
Morris a. Abram 

S/'loshana. s_ C..rclln 
Eugene Gold 

Jarry GOOdman 
Bl.ll"tO!t S. U'tnn50n 

S1:llllkiy l•L lo'!,Wll 
TIIAodcraR:Mann 

RlChard Maass 
R:::ibbi laral MWer 

Ral:lbi Hal'!ll'.he.l $ctw:tac 
Lawis H. Walntite.in 

Exacu1IYB Dirscmr 
MancB. l.allin 
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The H0t10:a:ble Boris N. Yeltsin 
Praaid.Ant of the Russi.an Federation 
Tha K1'emli.ll 
MOSCOW 
ib.tssia 

f. 

AA yow: country cotttinues on its .a.iwie.io,.i.s col.ll'se towards poli.tieal., e.conomie a.rtd &ccial. ~orm" the Waeio."'l.L 0¢nfe~enoa on Sovi.Qt Jewry, and the W1~~ai~ ~ na~ion.:..1 agQncies, h.s.~e followed. thia progresa with mueh int~rest. and suppo.:ct.. At this tin\~, how~ve:r, we wi111l to ~Z!••a Our deep eoncern rei;rardi.ng your qovermnent • s proposed ~~ta to tbe 1\ussiar: taw oo F::eedom of :keli~ion .. 

Th~ en.a.ctmen-e. sevwa.l ~sago, cf this lQgislation has lead t:o a signi.fioant anri~bment in the li'\T&S of ':t'Our citizens. rn that yow: poptll&tion ~eprasants a n:ru.ltitude of religio~a faiths and ethnic identiti9s~ the a.d"ra.neement in basic suara.:o.tees of freedoin of religion ensured 1:heii: :ealit.ation of pursuing this most fu..'1d~eneal huma.n 4 i.ght~ r99ud.l.ess of denomin~tional affiliation. 
I>Uing t.he1a p:-omising y&t. difficult times for your country, a step baokwa.rd at th.is erueial pout in h ... story can only lead to an unstablo pob. .. t.ical enviromnent ._,hicb. aid.es no one, except thoGe who wi.ah to ret;u.rn to a ~oeal.i.t:uian fo::rri o~ goV'tir:=ent. 'rherefo~e, tile &neOW!a~ . you -co continue your pursuJ.t of dan.oer~tic reform and basic liberties, r~c:!o<p:u.zed th.roag-h01,1.t; the ....nternational comm.nity, and urqe Y'CJ\t to veto the restrietive re:igion .amendine...~ts. It is ou: fenen~ hoPQ that you will lead your country forward and wa offer our assieta.nee in -that endeavo.t'. 

Sinaerely, 

Richard Wexler 
NCSJ Chairman 

Warrens. riolny,. Na.tional cominander - .rewish war Veter&l1e of the U.S.A. 
$U9ah R&~z, Natiou.1 President - Natl.on.al Council of Jewish Women R.~ ic .. Liftcn, Preaid.ent •·Arueri~ Jewish Congress Alfred MoMli, Pr&si.dllilnt - ~ican Jewiah Cola!nittee Shaldc.u. ltudoff,. President·- Union of Orthod.o~ Jewleh Coc9reqati0ne 

of AiUeriea 
Mel.vin Salberg, N~tional Cha.irro.a.n - Anti-Defamation Laague of B' na..i B'rith . 
Kant Sellner 1 :President - ! 1 J1ai. B • rith Ini:et':c;.a:ti.0.nal 

· Alan Tichno~,. ~residea~ - O~itea. Sy~a9ogue of Am~i~a 

.. · .--•,•.:..',• ,• .: 

--~ ~ of.~ht~ "organ~ tmd over three hundr,;d local community a,un,:;i/s and tarlerations 
lew'l'.Clk0fllc8: 10Emt~51rw\'.~17tl1.NewYorl'l.t-t.''t"'.1001~ "<212i61,-o~22. J'o:x:C2~'2i6.e6-i~9~. T...iex,2~7~11 Na. • w~ Offic:ei 1t.40 ~ ls!c-,d A~. H.'W .• ~so,. Wd-~t'I. C.<:.. 2Cr..lw276 • C20'2) e.io-2500 • ~ (2.02} !.9-....a..<..<.-
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DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

January 2, 1991 

Edith J. Miller 

Albert Vorspan 

MEMORANDUM 

Judea Miller shared the enclosed letter with me. I am giving it 

to you for use with our Soviet Jewry Committee. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SC HI NDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N.Y . 10021 

Rabbi Judea B. Miller 
Temple B'rith K'odesh 
2131 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14618 

Dear Judea: 

January 2, 1991 
16 Tevet 5751 

(2121 249 01()() 

I much appreciate your thoughtfulness in sharing with 
me the letter you received from Alexander Shustorovich. 
His criticism is well taken and I am going to share it 
with our Committee on Russian Jewry. I am certain that 
they will appreciate his comments. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

,. . 



~~ ~v -:~ v; 
~ TEMPLE I ' k, \ ("' -h,' ft 
~~ I :~~~H ~ f_,b~f--

2t3t ELMWOOD AVENUE ~CHESTER, NEW YORK t46t8° 
244-7060 

THE RABBI'S STUDY 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

December 27, 1990 

I received this letter from a bright, articulate Jew from 
the Soviet Union who has affiliated with our congregation. I 
thought you would find useful his criticism of our booklet in 
Russian on Reform Judaism. 

JBM:nk 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

>~C!e-et 
ubi Judea B. Miller 



K.\!38l .\1.E\ ,\:\DER \ 1 SCHl:\ Dl.ER • l :\ ION O F AJ\\ERlCAN HEBREW CONG REG ATIONS 
~ciESIDE ,\ r 338 FI FTH AVENUE NEW YORK . N.Y 10021 

vr 
Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe 
Chairman 

January 17, 
2 Shevat 

The Israel -free Loan Association 
1 Metudela Street 
P . O . Box -11 7 
Jerusalem 91041 Israel 

Dear Professor Jaffe: 

1990 
5751 

12121 249 -0100 

Your letter of December 25th reached our office during 
Rabbi Schindler's absence from the country. Therefore, 
I am taking th e liber t y o f responding to you in his 
behalf. 

I will briDg your let te r t o the attention of the Soviet 
Jewry Committee o f the UAHC. We ha v e a number of 
programs provi d ing a s s istance for Russian immigrants, 
not only here in the United States , but also in Israel. 
Th e refore, I am no t ce r ta in that it will be possible to 
aid you with a contribution, but I will call the 
i mpo rtant set t l e me nt e ff o rt your a ssociation has 
undertaken to the attenti o n of the leaders pf our 
moveme nt most intimate l y invo lved with Russian Jewry. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
.\ssi s::: ,uc to the President 

• 
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The Israel Free Loan Association 

December 25, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK - NY 10021 - U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I am writing to request your 

support for the Interest-Free Loan Fund for 

Russian immigrants. Thousands of Russian Jews 

continue to arrive in Israel each month and, as 

they settle into their new life here, many are in 

great need of modest loans to pay for basic 

furniture, appliances, educational expenses and 

other necessities. 

The Israel Free Loan 

Association (IFLA) is providing helpful extra 

cash for immigrants just getting on their feet as 

they e~ter the Israeli labor market. This is not 

charity, but partnership. This is a special way 

to help, with maximum accountability, extremely 

low overhead, and in perpetuity. 

Please won't you give of 

to look over the enclosed and consider 

generous donation to help fund this your time 
making a 
important 
immigrants. 

settlement effort for Russian 

Sincerely yours, 

Prof. Eliezer D. Jaffe, 
CHAIRMAN 

1 ~A-• .. rlo l ... <: troo t (Pn R nY dl71) Tf' rll S,llem 91041 ISRAEL Tel: (02) 690-744, 637-450 

Iii/ 



F~OM FARKA H CONSTRUCT.ION INC . TO 12125700895 He1eu ;-ar Ms h 
ARICASH CONSTRUCTION INC. 

P.O. Box 576 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA. 92067 

P, 01 

19) 756- 3591 FAX (619) 759-1163 f 
FML;:::TTM ~; ~~ 

:::::t .:::.:::: \ ~ J,r1 Schindler , Attn: Edie Miller 

COMPANY: UAHC 

FAX NUMBER: ( 212) 2c!l9-01 00 ( telephone j FAX: (212) 570-0895 

REOt\RDI N8: Soviet immigrants t o I rael - Who ~s A Jew? 

Article by Ocnald H. Harri son in Heri tag e 

FROM: Heidi Farkash 

PHONE NUM~ER: Cs 1 s J 7 5 6 - :J 17S/7ss - 3ssa 

HUMBER Of ORl81NALS I rfCLUOINO COVER SHEET: -F_i_v _e _(_s_)_-----. ____ _ 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Esteemed Rabbi Schindler, the pgroeption one has 

from reading the attac,ed articl e is that you feel the Israeli~ are not 

asking 11 Are you a 'Jew 1 " of prospectivs/aotual irnrnigrants From the USSR, 

Our per5cnQl experience a5 a fa mi l y con t racicts. We have been asked by _______ _ __ :..__ ________ ::,__ ___ :.........:..:.~---.....,:_~:...:: 
o~r first cousins in Moscow to help them explore their n t ions - to which 

countries they might go. Our mutual fir$t coU5in in Jerusalem went to her 
looal immigr a tion official, and when she 9ave the name (O~itri Dukhnovy, 
et al) she was told - "Dmitri i5 not a Jewi5h name." The official refused 
to give her further papers/applications, etc, until we hacl produced a 
birth certi f icate from which he could deduce the party was Jewish. I am in the prooess of doing that now. In fact, I have studiEd-&documented 
t~is particular family 1 s genealogy for rive generations so am as familiar with it as anyone could be. (In fact through ~y leadership in the Jew. 
Gen, Seo, of L,A , I came tc knew Rabbi Lennarc Thal, who can attest I am ~ot a total oraekpot, as you might think.) Now, I understand if at least 
one grand-parent i~ Jewish, you're 1·0.k.'

0 

by the Isr-aeli'!ai .. but this 
particular experience certainly belie5 any perception one might have that no one is a$king the question, and I thcu9ht you should k~ow that and that the public shouldn't be mi5lead. Furthermore, our Soviet relatives inform me they understand that if you are accepted a~ an immigrent to Israel, but 
your identity as a Jew is not recognized,· you do not receive the same social benefits as other immigrants - in fact none. I have not eonfirmed thi 5 . Parhaps the rhetoric on high pclitical levels implies this i5 ,.irrelevant" but it hasn't trickled down to lower bureaucratic levele. 
Actually, th~S particularu\amily is not hQlachioally Jewish, but that is 
not the poi n t. .· :X:,. 72 f 
Yo1.1rs truly 

1 
~L...f}~ • L-~ ~,..,/~ He i d i Farkash 
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g31.". on local cities. much as :,.Jasser's deci­
!>ion to blockade the S1rairs of Tiran in 
May. !967. presaged a full-scale war 
between Israel and her Araf> 11cighbors.. 

The .-eaction to last wcet"s si.tuacm. 
howe~·er, was not exactly parallel to thal 
or 2J yca.-s; ago. Then there was a ruo on 

Rabbi A1exander Sch1ndler in his study 

d-5 yet. J ney SOIO l1k~ hotcakes at $120 
each. though some customers went.away 
disappointed when il turned out that no 
masks were available fm pet dogs. 

Adding to the gloomy atmosphere we~ 
newspapeT pages with ph.otogiraphs of 
hapless Kurds who had brcn gassctl by 
Saddam Hussein and alarmist stau:ments 

• 

First, the tefillin • • • 
then the Yiddishkeit 
By Donatd H. Harrison 

'P lr'.a!.C:· entreated 1hc bean.led 
man tn a wb11e shire. t::is-:: i.s and 
a i•armulke. "it will bn111! vou 

luck. ~ His 0~1,~tre.iched hands ""ere palm!> 
up. and acr~s I hem lay tdillrn . 

"f.1. l think m~ tli~h• i~ k,Hing nu" . " 
replied one student. t'.dgrn!! :H ... ay :rcm1 
the man in .an El Al loun~e at fohn f 
Kcnn<."dy .•\;,q,on in,·<·~, Y,1rk . r~1c Sun-

• t ~ ,<1;• 11i,,h1 ....... T .--.1 \ , •• •• .... ·- • • ~ 

who knew lhe 5,chcdulc very well. 
.. , really want lo remain with my 

group! .. the student pro1esled. breaking 
off the con"·crsat1on and disapixaring 
imo a sea uf knapsack!>, portable !.tc:re-os. 
bedroll._ and other acc:outerment~ of the 
lsrac-1-bound American college studenl!o.. 

The mao sighed. and turned to another 
1ravelcr. who had bt~n watching tl,e 
:scene. '"Please!'' he lt,ud. 

"What i~ it that you warn me to do~" I 
.,sk.cd i11 rcpl~ . ........ 

No W'onder people went around with 
short tempers and long faces. 

Th~n. none too soon. the authorities 
came 10 the conclusion that caJm must be 
restoi-ed. So various officials pointed out 
that Iraqi long-ransc missiles (the only 
ones capable of reaching Jsrael) don't 
have chemical warheads. And while Iraqi. 

oertainly have a negativ~dfecl on morale. 
For even though 18,M soldiers aNI 

more than J ,000 civilians have beta kiUcd 
by Anb knives, bullets and bombs since 
the War of Independence, every addi• 
tional deatb send5 shock waves through 
Israe ti society. 

Continued on V#lwpoinf D 

'Who Is a Jew' ·less 
relevant - Schindler 
By Doneld H. Harrison 

T

. he tidal wave o, i-diagt"es emi~ 
arating from lhr SoYett Union to 
Israeli~ making 1hc once heated 

-who is a Jew" c-on11·oversy politically 
in-ctevant. say1. Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, the leatkr of Reform Judaism. 

Schindler. president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. told 
HERJT,\(;E in a recent interview that 
"nobod)· in Israel 1s challenging the 
Jewishne:-.s of the: Ru-,s1a.11 Je\\'~ who an: 
coming in. man'.- of \\-hom arc 1nter­
m;Jrried where there was not even any 
conversion .·· 

.. The non-Jewish wiwes are being 
accepted as Jews and att being admitted 
to lsraf:I, and their children are being 
adm,ued lo Israel." Schindlc:r said. 

Thf: Reform leader said hrael's 
Orthodox "are not fighting this because 
1hcy recognize that all of 15,rael is ~CJ 
excited about this aiivah and secs it as 
essential to the future ·and •he security of 
lsrael." 

Schindler Roted that rival leaders Yitz­
hak Shamir of the ruling Likud align­
ment and Shimon Peres oft he opposition 
coa!ilion made an agreement between 
t!Y-msclvcs not to permil Israel's law of 
Return 4 o be made more rei:trtctive, 

Continued on Page 6 
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'Who Is a Jew' 
said to be moot 
Corttinued from Page 1 

regardless ol wt11ch ~ide thie Or thndnx 
pc1rties rnppuru.:<l in tile recent 1:{1nteM 

w?i~h ·saw Shamir emera•·· 4~ prim; 

m1n1&ttr . 
Bui 1he i~suc was made moot b)· the 

Russian iJ1flux, Schindler said . 
"The operative prindple within 

Orthndoxy is 'the puri1y of the fainitv.' 
Schindler nid . "You can hardly dtiirr1 

that this genetic purity of the f;m1h 1n 

Israel dbtairi~ riJht n<.1w ; the more it •~ 

diluted. th~ le~~ importitril it ht<'omes." 
Schindler was likewise confident rha: 

ch ildren of non-Jewi:.h mothcrs and ,le~­

ish fathers who are reared a~·Jcws untier 

Reform Judaism's new ruling will be 

accepted as Jews in Israel, ~hould thev 

ever decide lo immigrate. • 
"You ou~ht to know that the r,atrili­

nc~I principal ob1ained in Bibhuil times,·• 

Schilidler ~aid durine an interview in his 

nfncc at LIAHC headquarler~ nverlook­

\nt New York C.:ily's Central P11rk . 
""fhe laws ofinherilance go from f11ther 

to son. not from mother to ~<in . M11ch 

more to the point , the children of a Jcw­

l$h father and nc"-Jewish mothers were 

regarded as Jews 1n 1he Bible. 
"Sulomon had many wivH. many 

foreign wives. and the son of one of them. 

Rehoboam, became the king of l~rael. 
Another telling case in point W,1\ .I osi.-ph. 

who had two sons , Ephraim and 

M11\a...seh. 
"Today, every Orthodox fa1her will 

bless his children. saying ' May yuu grow 

up to be like Ephraim and Manasseh.' 

And who was Ephraim and Manasseh's 

mother? Her n•me was As,:nath, the 

daughter of a prieal ( Pcitipherah) who 

worshiped a hulhcn shrine." 
Schindler said the patrilineal tra<.litiQn 

is e\'idenl to some extent e-.;en today in 
Ortho<loxy. "How it one called to the 

Torah?" he ukcd. "Or1e is r;allcd to the 

Torah by the father's name. Jn Reform, 

the father's and mother's names are 

mentioned ... " 
"Even more to the point," he said, 

"how doe• one become a priest - " 
kohen7 It 11 only the father's lineage, not 

the mother's lineap." 
"So, Schindler said. ''if the patrilineal 

lineage is good enough for the priest­

hood, then why in heaven's name can it 

not be good enough for Jewishness?" 

• Schindl,r said Jewish linea1e was 

changed from patrllineal to malrilil\eal 
because of "external ~ircumstances" per­
haps in the Middle Ages, 

.. Sorne people think it was a time of 

ttial, of pogronts agaiMt Jews. when Jew­

ish women were raped," he 11id, "If the 

mother it Jewish, you can assume the 

child is Jewi1h, even tho•.11,h ·1hc might 
have been raped. So it was a compassion­

at• law ... 
"We (Rdorm) have said I hat insofar as 

genealogy is concerned, either the father 

or the mother (is sufficient). Then we 

added one other importanl point, that 

genealogy alon, is not enou1h , In acdi• 
tion to thi,i presumption of Jewishness to 

which genealogy entiilcs you, you have to 

m■kc some active commitments to Jew­
ish life. You have to ao certain things. 
you have lo identify your~elf with lht 

Jewish community." 
Rabbi Schindler said that. thanks to 

the patrilinul ruling, the 3r:indson of 

Israel'• first pr ime minister David Ben• . . ~ • --- ... __ 

' , 

Schindler Realted the day Ben-Ourion's 

grandson Ht in a chair in his office to tell 

~chindler, "I just came ttere to 1h11tik you 
for this patrilineal decision. and you 
nu,ht to know that I just came bad( from 

fl1,h1ing the Lebanese war, and the ract is, 

lf I had been killed in Lebanon. they 

would not have buried me in a military 

ihanks to the . 
patrilineal ruling, 
the grandson of 
David Ben-Gurion 
could be 
considered a Jew. 

cemetery, because I am no\ a Jew," 

Schindler said he replied, " 'For you, 
the Ortho<lox rabbinate would have 

found some way to have you buried in an 

Orthodox cemetery,' but the poinl ia 
Orthodoxy doe,n't regard Ben-Ourion'1 

grandson as a J1w officially. even though 

he th·es in Israel, speaks Hebrew, has 

detfrtnined to ,hare the dc:stiny of the 

Jawi,h people, and has ri11ked his life for 

Israel." 
The Reform· lc:adet Hid that the otMr 

pole of thi!I anomaly is the status of 
former Soviet Comm11nist Party chair• 

man Nikita l(hru.'ih~htv's Jr!Sndchildren. 
"1'hrush1:hev1 son marrir:d a Jewi.sh 

woiraan," Schindler explained. "Now, 
halac:hically, the children art Jewish, t,u\ 

l will bet you dollus to donuts that the)' 

don't know that they are Jewish, and ,hat 
they probably have an anti-religious, cer• 
tainl)' anti-Zionist, orientation. 

"Sol thin le the approach we are takins 

is a far santr approa~h. 
"Hert. in the United ~tates. we have 

children of interfaith marriaaes, Ill the 
beginning, most of these intermarriages 

tovk place between non-Jewish wornert. 

certainly a majority still of those nrnr• 
riage!l involve Jewish men and non-Jewi~h 

wnmen. 

... FOAM eglflCE Nel' 
York'$ TP.moJe Emanu -EI 1· 

cne of tM oldest ::ind one c: 
!tie larg11s1 Fileform temples i, 

the United Stales 

vated me lo push for this issue more thar 

anything else was the sensitivity 0( lhH( 

people. 
Herc they w,:re leading their livei. m 

Jews . they were being reared;\( .lcws. aup( 

all they were hearing was. well. 'You arc 

not really a Jew be(au~ vour mother i· 

not a Jew. ' and I felt that should end onc1 

and for all, for their self-respect. -
"When this passage was flnall: 

adopted ... Schindler recalled ... a Rcfort• 

rabbi came up to me ac the end or lh;r 

session and iaid, 'Todav for ~he first tim1 

I feellikea realJew: E;en he, whoshO\ll< 

havt known betm. fett himself to be . 

second class Jew because hill mother wa 

rmt Jewish." 
A recent decision by Reform to p,:rmi 

homosexuals to bcconie rabbis is anothe 

point of di\lision between ~l,indler' 

wing of Judaism and Orthodoxy. 
'""The fact of the matter is I hat appro11: 1 

mately 10 per cent of the general populi 

lion is gay and lesbian." Schindler Hid. 1 

there are between five and ~i,: millio 
Jewi1, he $ald. then by that !ltatist; 

between S00,000 and 60,000 of them fa 

into those categories. 
"Modern science teaches us that bein 

homosexual is not volitional." Schindh 

.. . 00 JUSTICE - • l.ove mercy .. 
- ., ....,,~ -.:.. .... , •i...-, ll"'l;,....n nl Amo 
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sa irl . ··tn other words. you c,m't,1,lic1,,te to 

be c1 homMe"'u.1f: you c:in't he lavght to 

he a h1>1:w~1:llu:1! .. . II i~ "'h111 yuu l!tc , 
and ~o ~-1111 i;-:in 't tl o it•tythin~ 11hout IL " 

" Wh:o a,c we I V 110 with tntte Jews''" 

he a~kcd . "A re we tc n::a<i th~m 0111 n( the 

Jcw1 $h fold'! Are we to say that th~r• IH@ 

lim1h t\.• their spiritual aspirations? Or 

are we to trut them for what lhey arc. 

namely our brothet"i and §.isLcn and our 

sons and our daughter3?'' 
Rabt,i Schindier said the Torah c;oun• 

seled that lepers be kept apart from the 

community . promptin& ('lne rabbinic 
,cholar to order Jews to remain al Jea5! 

100 cubits from them . 
"Well. in the 19th Century. we dis• 

covered that it (lcprusy) 15 a disease. and 
11 ,~ not a rrlM:ll :ifllic:1ion ," Schindler 
sa id. "Thcri: :ire few Orthodo11. Jew~ 
todav Y.hu would suggest that we read 
them' out or that we excommunicate 
them. So. tuc:>. we have learned somelhmg 
about the nature of homosexualily . 

"The sc,ond point I would make is that 
fo r ~ome JS year~ now, lhe Reform com• 

monity has ac~epted into in family con­

gregations with a special outreach to the­
g• y and lesbian community .. , The 
members of those congregations have 

made an eimaordinary contribution to 

Jcw1!ih life .. . 
'" Point number three I want lCl make is 

(to dispute) t~e idea of a role m.o.del , -· 
1hat the rabbi 1s a role model and, 11 he 1s a 
homouxual , that he will ~nmehow 
beguile the younger generation into 

adopting the homoseitual way o( llfe . , 
.. That ju~t ian '\ 11 scientific fact . fhat 11 

a myth . ll hasn't happen~ . Right ~ow. in 
the Reform, Conservauve and 1n the 
Orthodox rabbinate , IMC probably ha"e 
score~. if not hundrcd5, of homose•ual 
rabbis (not n~essarily opcl'I), and I don't 

recall a sinalc problem with an)' o( those 

rabbis . 
.. I can tell you at the same tim~ we have 

h•d , hell of a big problem with some 
he1ero11xu1I rabbis whO were not exactly 

pcrf ect role models for their c:ongresants 
- whether it Wl5 a member or I congre­
gation in a put oral settir,3, or• Merttary. 
or ~omethina; we've had a lot of problems 
like that. And this is true no, only of the 

rabbinate, it i1 1rue also or Christian 

ministers. 
"What lam saying is that sexual orien­

tation doesn't make you a better or a 

worse role model. h depends on what you 
QO." 

On the wall outside Schindler'1-office is 
a print dei,icting Orthodox Jtw1 holding 
Torahs. Schindler was asked how Jews 
like those in the picnare -- believin1 the 

o,ntlr,ued on Page 20 
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EILEEN M. SONDAK 

Scene 
Around 

'Biloxi Blues' 
comes alive 
at N. Coast 

N cil Sim1,i,1 h;1,; an end k:-., ~11, ., 111 

of hit~ \ll his c:rcdit. out ottlv " Il l' 

Tnny I\ ward . He carnc<.1 I Im l on,· 

for the mo:,t ~eriou~ r,lay he ha~ ~-~er 
penned, a black C(')tnedy about army !ii i· 

on the homel"tont, H,lo.n Blues. 
This se~ond snow in the Simon triloj!:,r. 

which began with Briiliwn &>a(·h Mmt-

1)/fS and culminated in Broadt1,n_r Hmmd. 

picki up on Si mo n·.~ alter ego when th~· 

youn~ man 1, on his way to boot can1r 111 
Bilox1 . with I busload of othc1 r.1w 

recruits. 
The show had i1s unly San Diego Wtg• 

ing three years ago. at the now defu nct 
fiesta Dinner Theater , Finally. ~ ,.trth 
Coast Repertory ('o, ~focovcrcd It , and 

In this appearance . 
Dan Wingard is 
dynamite. 

hrouJht th, show - together \l.ith the 
strongest as111 of the Fie~ta product ion 
(Dan Wingard) to Solana Beach for ii 

summer run. 
Wingard ptayfcl thf mo!lt fa~inatini 

character in Fic:sta 's 8;/o;xi Blul'.i, not 

F.uaene th, Simon alter ~go, but a 
sensitive Jewish schol:i.r named Arnold 
Epscein. 

Arnold was surely the worst ~oldi,r in 
Simon•~ troop, but as a person of princi­
ph: and staunchdiaracter. hutood abo.,~ 
them all, Simon obviously embrace.~ Arn­
old aA a kindred spirit And with Wingard 

to reveal tbe hidden nuance, of character. 

he is all the more intriguinJ- Wingard 

delivend the 1oods in his first 1n at the 

the part, but in this North Coast appear­

antt. he's dynamite. 
foUunately, Win11rd is not the only 
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c.1;sa de t,,;11r1posa is a quiet, luxurious. pri¥at 
dance designed to provide personalited ea 
attention, In a warm supporCive envlronme 
men ar,d women reeuperatlng from eo! 
s~roery. Our focus et casa de Mariposa ts ton 
and par,,per, thus minimizing 1he concerns ar 
comfort 11ociated Wilh • cosmetic procedurE 

• Tastefully prepare-1 nutritio11, me111, 

• O,,lit;,erat• ac:c:cmmQdaticna !Or only a lew 
• Otllghtlul decorated private a11d sem,-private ro, 
• Highnt standard, of cQmlort and safety 

• Qraclou,, c11ri119 hospit•rfty 
• 2• !'lout Atten.,tinl care 
• Pr ivacy and confidentiality auured 
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Reform aims 
at equality 
Ca,itinued from Page 6 
Torah to be the: litcl'al word of God -
could reconcile tbl: concept of homo­
xx:ual rabbis with the injunction in Levi­
ticus that sodomy is an abominarion"'! 

"Then, they've got their probk:ms, yot, 
sec" Sch.indlcl' replied ... As long as the 
bib,lical tradition aJlowed for interpreta­
tion and there was a Sanhedrin, changes 
took. place and the tradilions could be 
altered. It wasn't unti.l &be Middle Ages 
that the process of codifu::ati.on began af!d 
the tl'adition was filled , encrusted m 
ffment as it were. 

,.Had there been a synod, had there 
continued to be a Sanhedrin in Jeru­
saleai., then many things in the written 
law could have been changed.• Ao eye for 
an eye, a tooth fOI' a tooth.· Is tha1 still 
being practiced? Very quickly, th~ courts 
ruled that thi.s isn't to be taken llleraH,-, 
that it means material compensation for 
physical loss, which is the principal of alt 
law. The value of an eye for an eye:, and 
the value of a looth for a toolh. 

"You quo le one sentence (from Leviti­
cus). You can quote from olherscntcncn 
as well. Th.e counterpoint is the CPtire 
Torah, for it thmbs with a rabbinical 
principle that lays love is the beginninJ! 
and end of the Tonh. 

'"The Torah is r11scntially a compas­
si.onatc instrument. not a rei.trictive 
instrumenl. [ts thrust is to lo\'e. 'Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God.• 'Thou shall 
love lhy neighbor as 1hyself. • •Stand not 
idly by while your neighbor- ~ri.shcs_ • 

"TIU!re is a good verse: 'Stand no1 id ly 
hywhyyour neighborperishe!..' That has 

something to say about AIDS, does it 
001'? Shourd we rcJecl the people who 
bave AIDS because they are homo­
sexuals':' There is a good vcruto counter­
balance the other verse. -

Schindlena1d thatsince 197J, wbeo he 
became the president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. out­
reach has been a leitmotif of his adminis­
tration. Re- believes Rcfonn's dforts to 
be inclusive have resullcd in a growth of 
about 25 per cent in the last decade, with 
membership climbing 10 1.3 million and 
the oumberof synagogucsim:rcascd from 
600 to 85:0. 

Important in this pattern ot growth is 
the fact that .. we gjve ruu equality to 
women and men in n:ligious .• lifc.:~ 
Schindrc:.- said. Women not only parti­
cipate full)' in the servitts., -but they serve 
as teachus and principals aad presi<.l cnts .• ~ 
and rabbis and so on an so forth ... 

Schindler said Reform":, iocial acti­
vism in the Jewish realm - Israel and 
Soviet Jewry - and in lhegcneraJ realm 
- economic justice, civ.iJ rights and <:iviJ 
liberties -- .. attracts a great many of us ... 

He abo s.aid that he believes 20th Cen­
tury Americans have become disilhs­
sioncd with science:, which at the begin­
ning of the: oentury secmc:d to bold the 
promise that humanity could chart its 
course by n::ason aloo-e_ 

"A hell of a lot has happened in Ibis 
country: two world wars, Auscbwi1z, 
Hiro!>hima. and an ever increasing 
number of people have come to rcali.2e 
that the fu1ure of human k.ind cannot be 
entrusted to ltu: landscape of scientific 
rat ionality .. ... 

• 

• . . __ ,,,.~ ~ . , . ..,. - ... /~.... .,,. 
-, . 

. ; ,£ 

. ~ ... . ,. ,,. 

"'In consequence. there is a great deal 
more respect fo, the nonrational rather 
than fo r the sam:tly i.cientifie rational," 
St:hindler said . 

SAFE IN ISRAEL - l nLod. lsrc1rl. ?fl:) '!P"r"~ ch ildren . vv::~rns nl th~ • 986 C~ernonyl nuclear 
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DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

April 3, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Martin Strelzer 

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, California and 

he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start a Reform 

Havurot similar to the one created by Zunya Kogan. 



1. Vaisman, Semyou 
278000, USSR, Tiraspol-13, 
Mira Str. 50-22, apt. 57 
tel. 2-22-08 

2. Mirsky, Rudolph 
290057, Lvov,' Kurskaya str., 
Ga., apt. 1 tel. 35-29-72 

3. Shferenberg, Yuly 
290000, Lvov, Chaikovsky 
str., 37, apt. 8 
tel. 74-66-73 

4. Basin, Yakov 
220012 Minsk,. K. Chyorky pereoulok, 
u, apt. 18 
tel. 66-72-57 

5. Kels, Gingery 
480064, Alma-Ata, Abay prospect, 
59, apt. 5, tel. 63-90-81 

6. Gramberg, Gennady 
203006 Estonian SSR, Harynsky 
district, Hoobneame, Myanny 
6-3 tel. 770700 (Talliun) 

7. (The telephone of the Jewish 
Cultural Soc.) 
g Top, -Leonid, 
213809, Bobruisk, Sovetskaya 
str., 101, apt. 15 
tel. 7-65-01 

8. Heifits, Vladimir 
630110, Nooosibrirsk, Mendeleye 
va str., 2, apt. 50 
tel. (at the work) 77-24-62 

9. Portnoy, Yury 
630081, Nooosibirsk, Miduuriva 
str 43, apt. 7 
tel. 20-55-83 

10. }titenberg, Boris 
6822QO, Birobijau, 
Habaroosky Krai, 
Chapayeva str., 23, apt. 25 
tel. 6-77-28 

11. Degtyar, Yakov 
682200, Birobijau, Bumagina 
str. 13, apt. 52 

12 . . Bitkin, Leyev 
277060, Kishinyov, B.elskogo 
str. 17-7, apt. 87 

.13. Falkner, Alexander 
31010.3, Kharkov, August 
the 23rd str., 39, apt. 2 
tel. 33-37-78 
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EARL KAPLAN , Rabbi 

IRVING A. MANDEL, Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

SERVING THE POMONA VALLEY 

March 20, 1990 

Thanks so much for your recent letter_ Fortunately, the 
earthquake did almost no physical damage and very little emotional 
damage to the members of this spiritual community_ Aftershocks 
continue and memories linger on, but the worst is definitely over_ 

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet 
Jewry_ Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October 
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the 
situation is even more fragile than you describe_ As a result, I have 
several suggestions to make : 

1) Italy - The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to 
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to 
introduce them to American Reform Judaism_ As an example, Chabad has 
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979_ Sending Russian 
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to 
address the real needs_ Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as 
of today_ 

2) Vienna Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienna in the hundreds, if 
not more_ Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees_ 

3) !lS.SR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions 
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for 
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of 
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya Kogan 
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c) make contact with the list 
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October_ 

If I can be of help in i.iiiplementing any of these suggestions, 
please feel free to contact 'me_ ·wishing you all the best_ 

Shalom, 

WJlli~ 
Rabbi Earl Kaplan 

EK/kr 
) 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 





~Q61CIIlQ~i:!Qk!:JI~J;,,~QY!1g1·JBt,~?s 
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8 West 40th Street, Su ite 1510, New York. NY 10018 (21~2) 354-131 6 

,/ n 1 ~ 
May 31, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Congreg 

, 
We are writing you today to remind your agency of its 

minimum annual contribution to the Coalition so that we can move 
ahead with our agenda. 

As you are well aware, our agency has been encountering 
this year's increased financial difficulties making 

contribution to the Coalition extremely important. 

Your organization's support has contributed immeasurably to 
the accomplishments of our agency . Now, the Coalition, in its 
18th year, is entering a new era, one that has the potential for 
major new initiatives on behalf of Soviet Jews, notably in Jewish 
identity programming that is so urgently needed in the USSR. 

Your agency's leadership and strong commitment have helped 
us to shape ambitious -- and attainable -- goals. To help us meet 
them, and to fulfill our mission we ask that your agency send in 
its minimum annual contribution of $300. 

Thank you again for your support and your concern. 

Sincerely, 

~~ tt01>bi 't{;)(}L1~ 
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein 
Chairman 

~~ 
Irving ~ ernstein 
Treasurer 



Ms. Edith J. Miller 

Mr. Rred Cohen 

June UI, 1989 
12 Sivan 5749 

En~~osed , herewith, is an ap roved bill representing an annual 
contribution for 1989 to the Co~lition to Free Soviet Jews. 

Please let me have this check for transmittal. 

Thank you. 

enc. 



Rabbi Earl Kaplan 
Temple Beth Israel 
3033 North Towne Avenue 
Pomona, CA 91767 

Dear Earl: 

April 2, 1990 
7 Nisan 5750 

Thanks for forwarding the list of Soviet Jews who wish to 
start Reform Havurot. I appreciate your bringing these 
names to our attention. They will be excellent contacts! 

Warm regards and best wishes for a sweet Passover. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



• 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 12121 249-0100 

Rabbi Earl Kaplan 
Temple Beth Israel 
3033 North Towne Avenu e 
Pomona, CA 91767 

Dear Earl: 

March 27, 1990 
1 Nisan 5750 

It was good hearing from you a nd I am delighted that 
t h e worst is definitely over following the recent 
earthquake. I am pleased that the members of your 
congregational family have come through this difficult 
time so well. 

It was thought fu l of you to c omment on my recent 
remarks on Soviet Jewry. I am grateful for your taking 
the time to share your thoughts . I am especially 
grateful for the s uggestions you were ki nd enough to 
share. 

Yo u o ught to know that the Union, i n cooperation with 
the American J o int Distribution Committee , The Jewish 
Agency for Isra el, and through efforts o f the World 
Union for Progressive J udaism, a re func tioning in 
essential all of the areas noted in your letter. We 
are fairly well in line with yo1 A r- recomm isndations. All 
of us believe t ha t this is a pr i ority ma t ter to be 
addressed by the Jewish community and we are giving it 
all the attent i on we can. 

With repeated thanks and best wishe s to you and your 
dea r ones for a sweet and meaningful Pesach, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



• 

EARL KAPLAN , Rabbi 

IRVING A. MANDEL, Rabbi Emeritus 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
c/o UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I also appreciated your essay about the current plight of Soviet 
Jewry. Having traveled through the refugee pipeline in mid-October 
from Rome and Ladispoli to Vienna to the USSR, I can tell you that the 
situation is even more fragile than you describe. As a result, I have 
several suggestions to make: 

1) Italy - The UAHC and/or the CCAR ought to send individuals to 
Rome who can work with the JDC and HIAS to help the refugees and to 
introduce them to American Reform Judaism. As an example, Chabad has 
had rabbis and representatives in Italy since 1979. Sending Russian 
language newspapers and pamphlets is a fine idea but not sufficient to 
address the real needs. Twenty thousand Soviet Jews are in Italy, as 
of today. 

2) Vienna Irani Jews are fleeing to Vienna in the hundreds, if 
not more. Again, we should work with the JDC to help these refugees. 

3) USSR - In addition to the programs and fact-finding missions 
already created, we might also a) send a Task Force to Moscow for 
Simchat Torah where we can make contact with literally thousands of 
people, b) send one rabbi or teacher per month to work with Zunya Kogan 
and the Reform community of Moscow, and c) make contact with the list 
of potential Reform Jews which Kogan supplied us in October. 

If I can be of help in implementing any of these suggestions, 
please feel free to contact me. Wishing you all the best. 

Shalom, 

vv&~ 
Rabbi Earl Kaplan 

EK/kr 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 



FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

April 2, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Albert Vorsp'an 

I recently heard from Rabbi Earl Kaplan of Pomona, California and he shared a list of Soviet Jews who wish to start Reform Havurot similar to the one created by Zunya Kogan. 

I am enclosing the list herewith. Also enclosed is what Earl indicates is a copy of the "secrets" which prevent noted refusnik, Anatoly Genis, from emigrating to Israel. 



RABHI ALEXANDEH M . SCHINIJLcH • NION OF ,\ MERIC/\N H EBREW CONCEEGATIONS 

Rabbi Amiel Wul!l 
Temple Israel 

PRESIDLN I 

1000 Pinebrook Boulevctrd 
_,ew Roche lle, 1\ Y 1080-:l 

Dear Arniel: 

838 FIHH AVF UE NEW YORK . NY 1007 1 

March 20 , 19 90 
23 Adar 5750 

Thank you for the information <.:i n ti 1e pilut pi·o_jec t 
being undertaken at AlJa\·ath fhal cJ 111 i11 !Jn>vkli·li . 1 
appre c iat e you L· tlluught[uln2ss . 

1212 1 249 0100 

I arn bringi ng this matter tu tli e dltenti0n of th e !\eh 
York Federation of Ref,)L lll Sync1(Jugw~s . I ct!il ,·•a·L·tct i.n yuu 
i-ill hear fr o m ei tlkl 13en1i1;:;; Zlotow itz ur .;'.\llt:·i 1 ha1., l c1 n 
di.ce c tl'y· once they hct\·e lldd d 11 c,ppo.c luuit_ t<> L1c: ,: iew 
the material. 

With every good wi s h, I ~m 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc : Rabbi Bernard Zlotowitz 



AMIEL WOHL, RABBI 

' Temple Israel of Nevv Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Blvd. • New Rochelle, NY 10804 • 914-235-1800 \-1 }' 

March 13, 1990 

V I\ a 

~1,/" 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
U.A.H.C. 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

"\. 1.,0, 

The pilot project we have going at Temple 
Ahavath Shalom in Brooklyn involves "family 
clusters" who have become mutually 
supportive. They need contacts and need to be 
invited out, just as we will be doing for our 
Temple Seder. 

The programs that are held at Temple Ahavath 
Shalom at the edge of the Brighton Beach area 
require an aggressive approach on the part of 
Reform Jewish agencies. These programs have 
an intrinsic value in themselves. They are 
learning about Reform Judaism and they are 
meeting people. 

Dr. Irwin Golden, a trained social worker and 
group process expert, could be available to 
help us expand this type of program ( see 
enclosures). These cluster family groups 
could be adopted by various Temples, and in 
some cases there are many smaller communities 
who would like to bring Soviet Jews to settle. 
They want to perform that mitzvah and augment 
their Jewish population. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Amiel Wohl 

AW:hl 
enc. 



Do A Mit:z.vah 

In the New York times, an artic l e •,1ri tten by our own Ina Aronow described an 

effort we are making with newly arri ved Soviet Jews. 

\\ 
.d.: M3Uthcrft \ll'.Qetef'lescae eemele 

takfog .liUc: rne-epp, ash 11 • •~ing 
_the Sae, ICC llh.,11grants is I emj,tt- IS· 

I yp -:pft N R:1:J.ctielle. With so few 
Sov1et·!amilies settling in the county, 

• members of Temple Israel are help­
ing a small Reform congregation in 
Brooklyn near Brighton Beach, Tem­
ple Ahavath Sholom, reach out co the 
immigrants there. An estimated 
15,000 Russian Jews have settled in 
the Brighton Beach area. 

Members of the New Rochelle con• 
gregation attend open houses and dis• 
cuss10n groups, bringing gifts for the 
new arrivals and providing "all the 
normal instincts oi hospitality :md a 
little Reiorm Judaism." said Rabbi 
Amie! Wohl of Temple Israel. 

R::ibbt Wohl said he iavored a wider 
effort to benefit these new immi• 

. grants, who are clustering where 
there are few, if any, Reiorm tem­
ples: "I would like to see the New 
York Federation of Reform Syna­
gogues move with some strength,'' he 
said. "They have the infrastructure. I 
see Reform Judaism as the Judaism • 
for the arriving Jews." 

He said Hasidic Jewish groups and 
Christian missionaries were reaching 
out to these immigrants. ''.l think the 
point is that these people coming out 
of the Soviet Union are well-trained, _ 
. modem people who are pretty sophis-

1 ticated and raised _in a secular soci-
• ety," he said. // ... , _ 

.. =ii 1C -:t1c1si cZi\:·.};-;!:7-

·==r.s~ . I • 

Rabbi Wohl has invited the families he has met to be our guests at Temple 

Israel's Congregational Seder the second night of Passover, Tuesday, April 10th, at 

6 p.m. Should you want to perform a special mi tzvah and be one of the special 

"angels" who drives to Brooklyn to pick up Soviet Jews at Temple Ahavath Shalom on 

the corner of Avenue V and E. 19th, off Ocean Parkway, and then join us at the 

Temple Seder and be a host person with the Soviet Jewish family, you will have a 

rare and wonderful experience very much in the spirit of Passover. 

Please let Rabbi Wahl's office know if you would like to perform this mitzvah. 



EDUCATION 

Dr. Irwin Golden 
40 Rogers Ori Ye 

New Rochelle, N. V. 10804 
914-636-6633 

19i:i9 - D :; 'w' (Doctor of '.3oci a I V·le If am). A,je l pt11 Uni versi t.1d 
:3c.r-100 l of :3oci al V·iork , Ganjen Cit.~d ., Nev·/ Vork: 

1952 - 1"1. '3.\·\" (t··1a:3t_er::; in i:;ocial '•1\"on:). Universit\.:J of F'enns1:1lvama 
'3choo l of :::;oc i a I Vv'ork:, Pr1i 1 iije I phi a Pa. 

1949 - 8.A. (Bachelor of Art::;), Ne 1N 'v'ork Univers1t1d.• Ne'ft' Vork ., N.'/ . 

DISSERTATION TOPIC .THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF THE 
GRANDMOTHER AND THE ECONOMIC SELF SUFFICIENCY OF SOVIET 
REFUGEE FAM I LI Es· 

CURRENT OBJECT I VE 
TO PLAN AND DEVELOP ACCULTURATION SERVICES FOR NEWLY 

ARRIVED SOVIET JEWISH REFUGEE FAMILIES;TO HELP REDUCE THE 
STRESS ASSOCIATED WITH RESETTLEMENT; TO HELP THEM CONNECT 
WITH THEIR JEWISH ROOTS, AND TO ENABLE THEM TO BECOME SELF­
SUFFICIENT. 

EMPLOYMENT 

1964-F'REi:;ENT Consultant \•Vith Ne··N Hope Gui11j Centers .. a licen:;e1j not-for 
profit mental health clinic . Researched the nee,js of the 
van ous cornrnunit 1 es servi ce,j btJ the ;:iqenc1:1 and ,jeve I ope,j 
ancl 1 mp i emente,j pro!~rarns to prov1 ,je mental hea I th 
::,erv1 ces to the chronic men ta 11 IJ i 11 patients in Horne'.:; f or 
A,juJts .. Nursin11 Homes an,j frail homeboun,j eJ,jerl 1:1 U1rouqr·1 ;:: 
rnob1 le qeri atn c. horne vi sit. i nq proqrarn. TatJ. t; inc 1 uije,j 
1je11elopinq linkeaqet; '•Nith horr,e a,jrnimstrator;:=:;., poiiticians. 
t"1osp1 ta l an,j local cornrnum t!~ t;ervi ce aqenci es .. trn-rni] an,j 
;,-,,,,., , ,-.,., .-+ ·=-t· ;· -:,,-. ,-l ,-. ..-p .:,+;.,.,.-, ~jn •or1P.t-:,+ ;,-.n,::,l .:,,-1~·,i r, 1•-·+,-,::,+,,,p t.J I...J l l ! ll i ~j .:, 1 .. 1J I 1.JIII..J t_. 1 _.!..Jl.111!:f ! I I 1-'-" I..Jl .. llJ JI.JI l.JI.J ! lll ti .: ,1. i i.Jl. l:,•_. 



11~6i:i-1972 

Genen11 Di rector. Associated V _M_ -V _ W .H.A ·s of 
Greater York. A::; Director of Operations , supet-'•iise,j 11 
EirancJ, Center ,ji rectors . si )< putt! i cl 'd f un,je,j senior citizen 
center:3 em,j other ::;pecial i::,ro_iect::; :3uch as U1e Da1d Center for 
Fra i l El ,jerl 'd , ;:i Cornrnunit1d A,jvocacy r--1enta 1 Hea 1th F'rogrnm 
for 01,jer Adult ::: and Pro_iect A.R.I, .:1 unic1ue pro,Jrnrn to 
reset t 1 e ne1,•vl 'd arri ve,j Soviet refu,Jee::: in Ewi ,~nton BeacJ1. 
Resc,onsi tri 1 it i e'.:; i nc 1 u,je,j preparation of Branc t1 Bu,jqets .• 
prn1Jn:1rn p 1 anni n,~, 1jeve l oprnent , trai ni n9 an,j eva 11.rnt i on. and 
\•vork \•Vi U-1 E;oanj Corn mi t tees . 

Director, Personnel Services _. Nationa1 Jewish 
We 1f are Board. Re~;ponsi bl e for recruitrnent trai ni n,~ e:n,j 
placement of A1jministrators , social ·worker'.::_. recreational 
an,j ott1er staff that pro vi de direct service to rnernt,ers in 
'l.M. an,j ''l'. 1ri.H.A.'s throughout the United States an,j Canada. 
Deve 1 ope,j personnel standanjs, ;3n,j sys terns for i dent if yi ng 
an,j track:ing staff and vacancies. Prnvi1je,j consultation to 
Boanj '.:; of Di r-ectors 1h·r1en executive staff vacanci e'.:: 
occurre,j_ On~ani ze1j an,j i rnp 1 ernente,j a ::;ct101 arst•!i p pro,Jrarn 
an,j 1,•vorke,j 1Nitt"1 a Boanj Personne 1 Cornrnit tee. In a,j1ji ti on 
trave 11 e1j to I srne 1 on bet1a 1f of tt"1e a!~ency an1j assi ste,j 1Nith 
tt"i8 development of staff for- U1e Israe l Corporntion of 
Cornrnuni t1d Centers. 

UNIVERSITY TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

1964-PRESENT Full time faculty member and assistant director of 
FieldWork at Columbia University School of Social 
Work. TauqM Social i3roup V·iork (1 964-1966). A,j_iunct 
f acu1t.1:1 1Ni U-1 Ne1N Vork , F onjharn _, ''ie ::;r1i va ,( 'w'urt zv·teil er), an1j 
Ade i pt•ii Univer::;itie::; t.eacr·linq cour:::es i n A1jrninistration , 
Pn:nJr::irn Planning_. Pro,~rarn Developrnent. Scciai Polic1:1. 
'.:;o ci ;:1 1 Group V·iork. ':;oc i al V·ior k MeU,o,js_. fln1J Fi el 1j 



J 

1 Prov11jin1~ financial suooort to the Peforrn Temole in Eirooklun ~;o as to 
· - · • • ' •,J 

enable a Reform Jewish Outreach Center to to be 1jevelope1j_ Tr,e center-
·•Nou l ,j ::;erve as the focal point for ,jeve l oprn,;J rnateri a 1 s and trai ni n,;J 
pro!~rarr:~; base,j on Ref or-rn .Jud;::i srn. in a,j,jit ion to oH eri ng concrete 
~;ervices., clu~;ter-s of '3oviet families o,,-vould r1eve the opoortunit1d to on;ianize 
an,j participate in ij .Jev·iiSti '.3tu,j1d pro,~rnrn. 

2. Tt1e above iy1o,jel can also be ,jevelope,j in Israel so as to enable the Fieform 
movement to reach the nevv·ly arrive,j Soviet refugees. 

3. The National Office might v,;ant to consMer 1jeveloping a Soviet Jewish 
Desk .. to service Temples throughout the Unite1j States .. that 'ftouM provi,je 
information, speaker::; and programs on Soviet refugees ,:in,j connect tJ1em to 
various Temples seeking to recruit them into a specific cornmuni ty. Trri s 
,jesk can also monaor the activities of Soviet .Jew·s an,j a,jvocate for Reform 
.Judaism .. ;:it k:e1d local an,j national rneetin!~S concerne,j 'ftiU1 U1e '.3oviet .Jev·is. 

4. It appears that many .Jews '•Nill continue to live in the Soviet Union 
because of many reason. The~d r1ave recently ;jeve 1 oped a Con!]ress of '.3ovi et 
.Je··Nish Orqamzat.ions. The Peforrn tvlovernent shoul,j connect to tt1is 
or,1ani zat ion and 1 t's l ea,jers an,j be!Jlri to sen,j rnateri a 1 s • .,...ihi ch can t;e use,j 
for stwjid !Jroups ;::rn,j services. ( I n1a1d tie i;JOi ng to tr1e '.3ovi et Uni on in ry1a1d an,j 

·would be !Jla1j to make sorne contacts.) 

I v-..-ou Jtj 1 i k:e to use rnq k:no·.,...,.. i e,jge of U-ie :3ovi et ref wJee cornrnunitid to r,e 1 p 
connect thern to Fef onr: .Juijai srn. l i:irn current 1 'd V·icir-ki n,] tr,r-ee 1ja1ds per 
\·veek. an1j v·,··ou l 1j t,e \·v1 11 i rt!~ to operat. i ona 1 i ze U,e atil:,ve 1 ,jea~; as a pai o 
con'.:;uJtant one or t·'i',.-o 1ja1Js per • .,.,,..eek ... 

ln·vin Cioi,jen _. D.'.3.\1·/. 

\ 11Y / b1L ll ~1) 



DATE: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM 

March 15, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Rabbi Paul Menitoff 

G~ 
a-,. cf ~ 

} /;) ///6 

~ 
n returning from my various journeyings to Europe dnd far}West, 

went through the material which reached my desk during my 

absence and one of the items was the Guide to Synagogue Adoption 

Jews which was prepared by the Synagogue Council 

is an excellent piece of work. You ought to know 

with whom I shared this mater ial , said that he 

is combining all the various gu.ides and ideas into a mdnual on 

programming for Soviet Jewry in our congregatio~ so I assume that 

he will give proper credit to its source. In any event , this is 

something in which you can take a great deal of pride . 



/ 
Edith J. Miller March 2. 1990 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 

Alex is off visiting UAHC congregations, so the wonderful Guide to 
Synagogue Adoption of New American Jews, and the various re-settlement 
programs put together by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts will 
await his return. I know that he will be delighted to see what has been 
done in your area. I am certain these materials will be of great 
assistance to other co1T111Unities which will be receiving Russian Jews. 

Fond regards. 

U) 



Out of the house of bondage ... 

'C11t-i::: 1i"'=-= 
A Guide to Synagogue Adoption of 

New American Jews 

Prepared by the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
a joint venture of 

U.A.H.C., United Synagogue and Orthodox congregations in Massachusetts 

Funded by the Russian Resettlement Committee of 
the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston 
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INTRODUCTION 

To be an immigrant, in the first few weeks, is to know sadness, 
bewilderment, loneliness .. . but not entirely. 

One thing is clear about the life of Jewish immigrants. Bad as their 
life might be in New York and Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia 
-especially during the first months ofimmigration .. . they seldom 
thought seriously of going back. Nostalgia, homesickness, yes; 
but back ... no. They were here, for good or bad, and here they 
would have to make their life. 

How We Lived 
edited by 

Irving Howe and Kenneth Libo 

What a bewildering world it was. We had never seen such high 
buildings. Papa had prepared a two-room flat on the third floor in 
afine,strongbuildingonNinthStreetandAvenueC. Fearfullywe 
ventured up those three flights on my father's solemn promise that 
nothing would co~lapse, and entered our first home in America. 

Looking Back: The American Dream 
Through Immigrant Eyes: 1907-1918 

by Marie Jastrow 

At the airport, I persuaded the security guard to let me meet them 
at the gate .. .. I recognized them immediately. They looked ex­
hausted. They looked like they were in a daze .... After we left them 
at their apartment, we thought they would be all set for a day or 
two. The group who decorated the apartment also left a chicken 
dinner and perishable food in the refrigerator the day before. But 
when one of our Russian-speaking families called them the next 
day, they were a little bewildered. They didn't know how to turn 
on the water in the bathtub. They didn't know how to turn on the 
oven. They didn't know what many of the foods were, or how to 
cook them. They had been too embarrassed to tell me these things 
when I showed them around the apartment. 

Adopting a New American Family: 
A Small Congregation's Experience 

by Rabbi Susan Abramson 

Page i 



AN OVERVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS 

Since 1978-79, tens of thousands of oppressed Jews from the Soviet Union have 

been watching and waiting for an upward shift in emigration. In 1988-89, they 

were finally given permission to emigrate. Hundreds of thousands more made 

the decision to apply to leave. This shift marks the beginning of the establish­

ment of a totally new method for applying to emigrate. Immigration decisions 

on the part of the United States government are now being made directly in 

Washington, D.C. by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and no 

longer in Rome or Vienna. Throughout the year, back-ups and delays in proc­

essing these emigres have strained the resources and patience of both officialdom 

and those eagerly awaiting the next step in their journey to freedom. 1990 will 

most likely see the inauguration of direct flights from Moscow to New York and 

from Moscow to Tel Aviv, a mere three and a half hours by air. Clearly, the 

Soviet government is responding to the demands of world Jewry to "let my 

people go," and we who joined in that outcry now eagerly await the opportunity 

to welcome these fellow Jews into our midst. 

For the 1988-89 Fiscal Year (October 1, 1988-September 30, 1989), 1,414 Soviet 

Jews arrived in the Boston area to join the thousands of relatives and friends who 

came in the past decade. Most chose Boston because it would mean reunification 

with their families, or because of an abundance of vocational opportunities. In 

future years, if the window of opportunity remains open, more and more family 

reunions will take place. If that is the case, one may ask why there is a need for 
the synagogues to become involved in resettling these New American Jews. 
Put simply, not all the families with whom reunification is to take place are 

capable of participating in the resettlement of their relatives. In some cases, for 

example, the family receiving newcomers are elderly, and would not be able to 

guarantee the financial well-being of their relatives until financial independence 

is achieved through employment. In other situations, the family-sponsor is 

relatively new to the Boston area, and they themselves are not sufficiently estab­

lished to be able either to assist in the resettlement process, or to take time from 

their employment to help their relatives through the necessary steps to set the 
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process in motion. Visits to the Social Security Office, to Jewish Vocational 

Service, to initial medical and dental appointments and to find an apartment and 

furnishings usually must be done during business hours. The synagogue com­

munity can thus play a critical role by sponsoring a New American family -
offering emotional, social, cultural, religious, and financial support to those 

finally able to begin a new life. 

This guide attempts to offer some suggestions as to how your synagogue, 

whether large or small, urban or suburban, can become part of the resettlement 

experience. The Talmud teaches us that "great is hospitality" (Talmud, Sabbath 

127a). We recall the beautiful story of the patriarch Abraham, as he welcomed 

into his home three guests. His home not only became a place of rest for weary 

travelers, but also of the teaching of the knowledge of G-d and His Law. Most of 

us have experienced the warmth of another's hospitality on many different 

occasions and in a variety of settings. Perhaps some of us have had to relocate 

our families because of job-changes, and can recall how receptive we were to 

those who first reached out to help orient us in a new community. We can read­

ily identify with the feelings of New Americans then when we offer them the joy 

of Hakhnasat orhim - the joy of hospitality. 

Page iii 



THE STEPS TOWARD SYNAGOGUE ADOPTION 

WHAT COMES FIRST? 

If your synagogue is considering sponsoring a Nw American family-Soviet 

Jewish emigres prefer not to be called Soviet Jews when they come here- one of 

the first things to do is call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (SCM) at 

(617) 244-6506, to speak with Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New American 

Integration. In turn, the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts will inform both 

the Jewish Family & Children's Service's Russian Resettlement Unit and the 

appropriate religious movement (such as the UAHC's Social Action Intern) that 

there is a potential adoptive congregation. Additionally, it will give your syna­

gogue representative the chance to discuss any issues or concerns which the 

congregation might have either about the process or about organizing the effort 

within your community. Synagogues in the Greater Boston area have, in the 

past, participated in sponsoring Nw American families . The benefit of those 

experiences will be shared with you. We have learned a great deal from them, 

and feel very comfortable in reassuring other congregations that the joy of offer­

ing hospitality far outweighs the occasional tentative moments that come when­

ever a newcomer arrives. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW AMERICAN 

FAMILY COMMITTEE 

Establishing a working committee is critical to this effort, as this group will most 

likely represent the congregation in the process of resettlement. It is this commit­

tee which meets with the rabbi and president to set the congregation's timetable 

and guidelines. 

The task of the working-committee can be divided into the following areas of re­

sponsibility: 
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ROLE DEFINITION AND TASK ASSIGNMENTS: 

One can anticipate that in the beginning, there is a great deal of dependency on 

volunteers, but as time goes on and many of the initial processing appointments 

are over, the New American family will become increasingly independent. On 

the basis of experience from other congregations, it is suggested the committee 

break down assignments into manageable portions. Thus, there should be one 

sub-committee involved with apartment-hunting and a separate sub-committee 

responsible for locating home furnishings. A separate group might work to help 

co-ordinate moving furniture and household goods based on communal dona­

tions. Another volunteer effort should deal with transportation to initial process­

ing appointments at the various social service agencies that new refugees must 

visit. It is necessary to describe as specifically as possible to volunteers what 

their task is, what the expectations are to fulfill the job, and how important that 

aspect of the resettlement program is to the success of the adoption. Congrega­

tions will be asked to appoint one volunteer as the synagogue liaison with 

JF&CS. This person will be asked to meet with a staff member of the agency to 

go over all details of the adoption process prior to the family's arrival, and subse­

quently will be the link between the family and the agency. This is an important 

role since all communication with the agency should reside with one person, to 

avoid duplication and unnecessary phone calls or meetings. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

It is important that the membership of the synagogue be informed and updated 

on the adoption program, and that your community know of this endeavor. 

Local newspapers are always in search of human interest stories, as well as 

unusual humanitarian projects to share with their readers. The synagogue bulle­

tin is a prime vehicle for communicating news, needs, and special requests. 
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FUND RAISING: 

Synagogue sponsorship of a refugee family implies some degree of financial 

support through the initial period of the resettlement process. Because many of 

the needs of the New American family can be met with the donation of in-kind 

contributions (i.e., goods such as furniture or a used car), there still remains the 

need for assistance with the most financially demanding part of the resettlement 

process: the high cost of rental property in and around Greater Boston. Unless, 

as in some congregations even housing can be donated (for example, when a 

congregational family was going on sabbatical, or a member of the community 

owned many rental units and was able to offer an apartment at no cost for 6 

months), it is recommended that congregations raise between $3,000 and $6,000 to 

defray rental and other expenses. These dollar amounts are guidelines. Much 

will depend on the levels of English of the family being helped, as well as the 

need in the Greater Boston area for their particular employment skills. New 

Americans, after 4 months in this area are eligible for refugee assistance programs, 

but the amount of money those provide are not adequate for independent living. 

The social service staff at JF&CS will be available for consultation on the matter of 

financial support, and will be able to handle money distributions for synagogues 

if funds were to be placed at the agency in an escrow account for the 

congregation's adopted family (see Appendix III). 

The establishment of a New American Family Fund enables congregants to make 

periodic donations to an earmarked fund, so that not all monies need to be raised 

at one time. There are numerous ways in which to raise the necessary funds, 

ranging from requesting a donation from every member family to having a fun­

draising event by various arms of the congregation, including your synagogue 

youth group. Youth groups were staunch political activists on behalf of freedom 

for Soviet Jews; they might welcome the chance to work for their resettlement. 

These three areas - role definition and task assignments, public relations and 

communications, and fundraising - are the three basic ingredients of the adop­

tion program. How a particular congregation puts the recipe together is up to 

that community. For example, one congregation chose to announce the program 
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with a letter to the membership which was co-signed by the rabbi, synagogue 

president, and committee chairperson, while another chose to have a monthly 

column in the synagogue bulletin dedicated to the project. Fundraising varies 

from such methods as asking every congregational family for a donation of $18 

to symbolize a new life in America, while another community launched the effort 

with the rabbi initiating a "minyan of supporters" - ten people who would 

donate $100 each to establish a firm funding base. It is suggested that there be 

some method in which the rabbi or Board establish some financial cushion for 

the program, in the event that the fundraising falls slightly short of the goal. 

Often, a donor will come forward and speak privately with the rabbi or chairper­

son to say that that donor 'can be counted on' if an extra month's rent is needed, 

for example. 

There is certainly room for congregational style and variation in the adoption 

process which, in part, makes this such an exciting program. It is important to 

point out here that there may also be variation in the needs of the adoptive fam­

ily, which allows for several differing models. For example, a synagogue may be 

able to co-sponsor with a family their relatives if the sponsoring family does not 

have all the available funds necessary to bring their relatives to this area. Or, 

synagogues may be asked to sponsor in full the family of relatives who are them­

selves not yet financially independent and capable of the responsibility. JF&CS 

will recommend adoptive families to congregations on the basis of need. With 

the large numbers of Soviet Jews being allowed to emigrate, we often see new­

comers trying to assist their extended families who have also been given permis­

sion to enter the United States. 

This is a most exciting time in modern history, and we Jews have a unique op­

portunity to make a difference. It should be reassuring to know that there is the 

guidance of staff professionals at the various agencies associated with resettle­

ment (see "Resources") consistently available to the synagogue committee, and 

your synagogue need not refrain from becoming involved because of the seem­

ing enormity of the task. To the contrary, because there is a wealth of available 

resources to help your congregation, this mitzvah is extremely plausible and 

worthy of serious consideration. 
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THE COMMITTEE 15 IN PLACE -
NOW YOU'RE IN A FAMILY WAY! 

Your congregation made the decision to adopt a family. You have a working­
committee and a fundraising base. Now what? The next step is for your com­
mittee representative to call the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts (617) 244-
6506 again, and speak with Barbara Palant, who will work with Jewish Family & 
Children's Service (JF&CS) to arrange for the adoption to take place. There are 
many steps in the processing of Nw Americans before they arrive in the United 
States, and at each point along the way there are possible delays. These delays, 
which are out of the hands of the local agencies, may even include being able to 
find available aircraft space for them to depart Vienna or Rome. JF&CS will try 
to keep you updated on the status of your new congregational family. Your 
understanding and flexibility with the process will be most appreciated. All 

those in the resettlement program are as eager as you to make it as smooth and 
pleasant as possible. As soon as final details are available, you will be notified. 
Either at that point, or perhaps even before then, you may want to contact local 
relatives of the Nw American family to co-ordinate the plans for their arrival. 

THE DAY OF ARRIVAL 

Usually the arrival at Logan Airport is a very emotional experience if the family's 
relatives are there to reunite with them. It can be an overwhelming moment! If 

there are no relatives able to be at the airport, as may be the case with a very 
elderly person, the synagogue delegation might carry a small sign with the 
family's name on it and a message of greeting in English and Russian, or perhaps 

the religious school students could make a poster of welcome. Translators are 

available to help with this. 

Arrival at Logan Airport is the end of one long journey and the beginning of 
another. About a decade ago, a young Soviet Jew who came to Boston wrote 

these lines in a poem entitled, "Departure from Moscow'': 
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The Kaddish for your past 
was spoken in the embraces and tears 
of those who love you. 
The scenes that nourished your 
childhood will remain behind 
with your days of suffering in 
this place, 
the chaotic farewell. 

You have chosen to be free! 
Courageously you thrust yourself 
into the future; 
there is no Moses to lead you 
but your heart. 
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THE STEPS TOWARD RESETTLEMENT 

A NEW BEGINNING 

A day or so after their arrival, the official part of the resettlement process begins. 

Each new family is assigned by JF&CS to a Resettlement Counselor, responsible 

for providing assistance and information regarding the resettlement process, and 

to a Job Development Counselor from the Jewish Vocational Service, responsible 

for evaluating and guiding the New American into employment possibilities. Ad­

ditionally, an English-language placement must be made, as newcomers begin 

English-as-a Second Language (ESL) classes within a few weeks of their arrival. 

Medical and dental appointments are arranged by the Resettlement Counselor, 

as well as a visit to the Social Security Office to apply for a number and card. All 

of these visits will be orchestrated with professional help, and translators are 

available at all settings, so you need not be concerned if volunteers from the 

committee, and not a relative, are accompanying the newcomers. 

A NEW JEWISH COMMUNITY 

The resettlement agencies play a critical role while the synagogue community 

plays a unique role. Soviet history is replete with examples of oppression and 

government-sponsored attempts to destroy any remnant of Jewish expression. 

We in the synagogue community now have an opportunity, right from the very 

beginning, to demonstrate to these New American Jews that a part of the resettle­

ment process is their Jewish acculturation, and in this country, they need not be 

afraid to be openly Jewish. It is important that we understand and accept the fact 

that in the Soviet Union, Jews were not free to make their commitment to Juda­

ism public. To expect them to feel immediately comfortable with the way in 

which we express ourselves Jewishly may be asking too much. To expect them 

to be knowledgeable about Judaism in a free country assumes too much. And, 

we need to keep in mind that for Jews from the Soviet Union, Hebrew, whether 

spoken or written, is a third language. Therefore, it is suggested that one try to 
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provide Jewish religious and cultural materials in Russian and Hebrew, or Rus­
sian and English. These are available either through the Synagogue Council, the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, or at the Hebrew College Library in 
Brookline. Thus, the first Shabbat in freedom might be shared with your 
adopted family by inviting them to a home for dinner and having available for 
them the Sabbath blessings in Russian and English. Likewise, the family should 
be invited to attend a synagogue service, in which the congregation warmly and 
publicly welcomes their adopted family. (Tri-lingual siddurim are available 
upon request.) A lovely touch is to bring to your family's new apartment a wel­
coming basket, which might include some ritual objects, such as Shabbat candle­
sticks, candles, a Kiddush cup, a Chanukiah, and some Russian-language materi­
als to assist them should they wish to try to begin observing some Sabbath and 
holiday rituals. Perhaps your rabbi would like to arrange a time to affix a 
Mezzuzah to the doorpost of your family's home, which is both a lovely begin­
ning for them and a wonderful catalyst for the community. 

As time goes by, it would be appropriate to arrange for a quiet and personal tour 
of the synagogue, since many New American Jews have not been to a synagogue 
in the U.S.S.R. A personal tour, perhaps with the rabbi, might be a comfortable 
way for New Americans to be introduced to some of the language associated with 
the synagogue, such as "Aron Kodesh," "Ner Tamid," "Aliyah," and "Torah." It 
is usually an extremely touching moment to place a Torah in the arms of an 
emigre. As one emigre so beautifully said when he first held the Torah: "This 
makes me feel connected to history." 

DEEDS OF LOVING KINDNESS 

"G'milut Chassidim" - deeds of loving kindness - are what this guide is all 
about. There is no secret formula or magical recipe to bringing a stranger into 
one's midst. Much will depend on your committee, their creativity, their respon­
siveness, and their energy level. Not every involvement has to be a planned get­
together. Hopefully, congregants will reach out and casually offer to include 
your new family in everyday events, such as a trip to a shopping center, a Broth­
erhood breakfast, an apple-picking excursion, a home Chanukah party, and the 
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like. It is also important to keep in mind that acculturation takes place by shar­
ing Jewish life together, and one should invite the newcomer to help prepare an 
Oneg Shabbat for the congregation, or to work on a temple rummage sale, or 
gather canned goods for Project Mazon. To ask the New Americans to share these 
activities demonstrates what a vital and free Jewish community- a synagogue 
community-is all about. These opportunities for the newcomer also provide 
them with the ability to give something back to the congregation, creating a 
mutuality of feeling for the concept of "g'milut chassidim." 

Page 9 



APPENDIX I 

RESOURCE GUIDE 

We in the Greater Boston Area are most fortunate when it comes to excellent 
resources to assist in the resettlement of Soviet Jewish ernigres. What follows is a 
brief listing of resources available to your synagogue and community: 

Agencies Involved with Resettlement 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies of 
Greater Boston 

Russian Resettlement Committee 
One Lincoln Plaza 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 
(617) 330-9590 
Mr. Bert Paley, Chairman 
Ms. Susan Ebert, Planning Associate 

Jewish Family and Children's Service 
637 Washington Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 566-1230 or (617) 566-5716 
Ms. Nancy Bloom, Supervisor of the 

Russian Resettlement Unit 

Jewish Family Service of 
Greater Framingham 

14 Vernon Street 
Framingham, Massachusetts 01701 
(508) 875-3100 
Ms. Ellen Bloch, Director of 

Resettlement 

Jewish Family Service of 
Greater Springfield 

1160 Dickinson Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 01108 
(413) 737-2601 
Ms. Donna Gaudreau 

Jewish Vocational Service 
105 Chauncy Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
(617) 426-6990 
Ms. Judy Sacks 

English-as-a-Second Language Program 
c/ o Hebrew College 
43 Hawes Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 738-4577 
Ms. Marlyn Levenson, Director 

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
1320 Centre Street 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 244-6506 
Ms. Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of 

New American Integration 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations - Northeast Council 

1330 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 277-1655 
Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff, Regional Director 
Rabbi Susan Abramson, Director of 

Resettlement 
Mr. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern 
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APPENDIX II 

Agencies Involved With the Integration Process 

The following agencies have outreach programs for New Americans, and are a valuable 

resource in the resettlement/integration process. Included under this heading are Jewish 
summer camp programs for children. 

Leventhal-Sidman Jewish 
Community Center 

333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7410 

Brookline-Brighton-Newton Jewish 
Community Center 

50 Sutherland Road 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 734-0800 
Ms. Ellen Schiller, Russian Resettlement 
Outreach 

North Shore Jewish Community Center 
4 Community Road 
Marblehead, Massachusetts 01945 
(508) 599-0322 

Striar Jewish Community Center 
445 Central Street 
Stoughton, Massachusetts 02072 
(617) 341-2016 

Ms. Sarah Ades Goodwin 

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 
1320 Centre Street 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 244-6506 
Ms. Barbara Palant, Co-ordinator of New 
American Integration 

Bureau of Jewish Education 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7350 
Ms. Shari Stier, Director of Shabbatonim 

Jacob and Rose Grossman Camp 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 965-7410 

Camp Kingswood 
333 Nahanton Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02159 
(617) 330-9595 

Resource Materials 

The Hebrew College Library 
43 Hawes Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 232-8710 
Dr. Maurice Tuchman, Director 

Israel Book Store 
410 Harvard Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 
(617) 566-7113 

This houses an extensive collection of 
Russian-Hebrew and Russian-English Juda­
ica, including materials for Jewish holidays, 
literature dealing with Jewish themes, and 
periodicals and newspapers in Russian. 
Hebrew College has available, tipon re­
quest, a Russian-English bibliography of the 
collection. 

Kolbo 
435 Harvard Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 

(617) 731-8743 

Page 11 



w.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,Place 
6J 7 WatnonQIOII Sl<NI 
BrOOl<itne~ 
021'6-4579 

61 7-566-57 18 
FAX 566-4667 

Ma,nOlflce 
J : ,ie., Ctlaroon Slree, 
Bosio,, Massacnusens 
021 14 

617 227 -6641 
FAA 227 3220 

PteS'®nl 
Ekl.lOf?tf'l S G,oss 

V,crP~s.a,n,s 
Ge<ald FttOmln 
No/man I Kl.,..., 
Sue Sne<mon 
Ttf!asl.Jfet 

Me.....,Snuman 

ASSJSlant' rt f!ISUI~ 

SocttlMY 
Ai.tf'IG<?ts,nr.f 

A ,SJ"it.lnt Sec~,.,., 
Raro.>1 LMy 

( 11 ,,..-11,,..,.,. 0.,fl"C.,O, 

Jvc)tlr, P<.11i'A't 

APPENDIX Ill 

Jewish 
Family 0 Children's 

Service 

To: Congregation Sponsors of Nev American Arrivals 
From: Jewish Family and Children's Service 

We at Jewish Family and Children's Service are grateful for 
your interest in and co1111it■ent to our co1111unity's efforts to 
welcome New Americans and help the■ to feel at home. We are pleased 
to assist you in the resettleaent of "your" faaily. 

In order for this process to proceed aaoothly, we would like 
to be sure that the raapon■ibilitiaa of aponsorship are clear. 
Spon1or1 need to be prepared to: 

l. Heat "their" faaily at the airport and provide food 
and lodging until it 1■ possible for the fa■ily to 
live independently. 

2. Help the family find and rant an apartment and schedule 
telephone and utility installation. 

3. Provide adequate financial support which is within the 
Refugee Medical Aa ■ istanc• guidalin••• 

4. Assiat the fa■ily with initial appoint■ant ■ at JF & CS, 
JVS, Food Sta■pa, Medicaid, and medical care offices, 

We know, of course, that you will welcome the■ into your 
congregation and help the■ furnish their apartment, look for a job 
and begin to find their way in the Boston area, It 11 not a small 
responsibility, but you will° not be alone. 

We at Jewish Family and Children's Service will be available 
to meet with your congregation liaaon representative when needed, 
and will provide all of our resettlement service, to the family, 
This includes the provision of information about relevant government 
services, and links with other local resettlement agencies, 

We look forward to this partnership in the r111ttl1■1nt of 
family, a family of ____ member,. 

Congregation Representative 

Pre-Migration Counselor 
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APPENDIX IV 

FURNITURE FOR NEW AMERICANS 

I would like to donate the following items to those recently arrived from the 
Soviet Union. I understand that as newcomers arrive, I will receive a call from 
the newcomer/ sponsor to arrange a convenient time to pick up the donation(s), 
which are in good/ fair condition. 

Name----------------------------

Address---------------------------

Home Telephone--------------­

Business Telephone --------------

Best time to contact me-------------

Items (please check) 

D Kitchen table 

D Kitchen chairs 

D Dining room table 

D Dining room chairs 

Baby Furniture 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

Crib with mattress 

Changing table 

Stroller 

Dresser 

Other 

How many? 

How many? 

D Crib without mattress 
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. Bedroom Furniture 
D Dresser(s) How many? 

D Night table(s) How many? 

D Twin bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D Double bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D Queen-size bed with mattress D Without mattress 

D King-sized bed with mattress D Without mattress 

Living Room Furniture 

D Couch 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

Chairs (describe size) _____________ _ 

Coffee table 

End tables 

Lamps 

Desk 

Desk Chair 

Other items in good condition I would like to share: 
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APPENDIX V 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES LIST 

Below please find a list of free activities and outings that you can suggest to your 
New American families or use together. 

ARNOLD ARBORETUM, 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain 
Open daily dawn to dusk. Guided tours. 

ISABELLA STEW ART GARDNER ART MUSEUM, 280 The Fen way, 566-1401 
Free on Wednesday 12 -5. 

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO, Franklin Park, 442-2002 
Monday - Friday 9 - 3:30 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART, 955 Boylston St., 266-5151 
Free on Thursday 5 - 8 pm 

HARV ARD SMITHSONIAN CENTER FOR ASTROPHYSICS, 60 Garden St., Cambridge, 
495-7461, 3rd Thursday of each month. 

MUSIC 

Film and lecture at 8 pm followed by telescopic observing, 
weather permitting. 

NAMELESS COFFEEHOUSE, 3 Church St., Harvard Sq., 564-1630 
Free folk and jazz music, Saturday 8 pm. 

HARV ARD CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, Sanders Theater, Cambridge, 
Harvard Univ., 495-0311 
Different times. 

JANUS OPERA PRODUCTIONS, Church of the New Jerusalem, 
130 Bowdoin St., Boston, 436-3767. Different times. 

NEW SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 25 Lowell St., Cambridge, MA, 492-8105 
Half hour recitals by faculty and guests, Tuesdays 12 pm. 

LONGY SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 1 Fallen St., Cambridge, 876-0956 
Recitals Wednesdays 12:15 pm. 

NOON HOUR RECITALS, Kings Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 267-2155 
Tuesdays, 12:15 pm. 
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FILM 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY FILM SERIES - Call for information. 

LIBRARIES 

Many town libraries have free passes to museums and historic sites which can be reserved in 
advance. Check with the reference librarian. 

YOU CAN FIND ONGOING ACTIVITIES IN: 

Boston Globe Calendar Magazine - Thursday 

Boston Herald Scene - Friday 

Boston Phoenix 

TAB 695-0044 - Free Events 

Brookline Citizen 

The Jewish Advocate 

ALSO: Call EVENTSLINE 267-6446 for a recorded message of free cultural events. 
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COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM 

NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
21 Shev at ' 5 7 5 0 R~ional D1r«to, 

February 16, 1990 

TO: Rabbis of Temples adopting (or considering adopting) New 
American families 

FROM: Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth, Burlington, MA 
Chair, UAHC/NEC New American Resettlement Committee 

Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC 
RE: Adoption process meeting follow-up 

On Wednesday, January 31, a very successful meeting was held 
to discuss the process of adopting a newly-arrived Soviet 
family. As you know, tens of thousands of Soviet Jews wait in 
Italy for a family or synagogue to sponsor their immigration to 
the United States, yet the procedure for adopting a New 
American family can be complex. This meeting was an attempt to 
clarify several aspects of the process: how to get your 
congregation involved; fundraising; the details of settling 
them into an apartment, a new job, and congregational life; an d 
the policies of Jewish Family and Children's Service that 
affect the process. 

This meeting was very useful; much important material was 
covered. It was good that so many of you sent representatives 
of your Temple to attend. To ensure that every congregation 
receives the information that was presented, copies of what was 
distributed are enclosed in this mailing: 

1) You will find a manual composed by Synagogue Council of 
Massachusetts and the UAHC/NEC entitled "Out of the house of 
bondage ... " This manual is a step-by-step guide through the 
adoption process, starting when the temple decides to adopt. 
2) A more detailed outline of the role of the congregation, 
written by Rabbi Abramson, is included. These pages provide 
helpful suggestions for dividing and accomplishing tasks; 
you can also use it as a checklist of responsibilities. 
3) Finally, enclosed is a copy of the agenda followed at the 
meeting. This is not so you can see what you missed; 
rather, the agenda provides the names of the people who 
spoke at the meeting, as well as what they spoke about. 
Now, if you have questions about a specific area of the 
process, you can see whom you should call. 

Chairman Please feel 
Allan B. Goldman 

free to call Ken with any questions or concerns 
the adoption process or about the material 
meeting. Please let me know whenever I can be 

President you have about 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler covered in the 

of assistance. 
Best of luck with your New Americans. 

you soon. 

Plan to attend 

I hope to hear from 

Northeast Council Biennial, October 26-28, 1990 Sheraton Hyannis, Hyannis, MA 



TEMPLE RESETI'LEMENT COMMI'ITEE 

FUNDRAISING 

Monthly bulletin articles explaining financial needs of family 
"Minyanim of supporters" 
Identify individuals who may ·be willing to contribute larger sums 

HOUSING 

Rent an apartment a week or two before the family arrives 
*ask congregants or community people to rent their apartment without security deposit, 

lower rent 
*apartment should be in temple corrununity 
*can have fewer bedrooms than K number of adults 

Creative alternatives: "in-law apartment" in member's home, Surraner home 

FURNITURE 

Lis~ furniture needed and contact person in Temple bulletin 
Find someone with basement/garage/storage area who can store furniture · 
Organize moving day. 

*identify members who have access to trucks, vans 
*organize group to col:ect furniture and bring to apartment 

INTERIOR DECORATING 

Select which furniture will be used prior to moving day 
Be at apartment on moving day to direct placement 
Make sure basic needs have been met 

*kitchen utensils, dishes, dry & canned goods, et~. 
*bathroom necessities: soap, shampoo, etc. 
*finishing touches: curtains, pictures on wall, etc. 

Arrange~ for telephone s~rvice (choose long distance service which allows them to call 

the Soviet Union) 
Begin electric service and heat 
Provide Shabbat candlestick holders, mezuzah, prayerbook, HannUkah menorah, and as 

many Jewish books as you can 
A day or two prior to their arrival, make sure there is fresh food in the refrigerator, 

including a prepared meal or two 

LIAISON WITH FRIENDS, FAL'1ILY IN LOCAL AREA 

Make sure someone contacts family in Vienna, Rome so they know name and locatiog 

of sponsoring synagogue 
Monitor fami1y•s progress in Europe and inform JF&CS of. a.~y problems they encounter 

with HIAS or the American Consulate 
Confirm family's arrival date with them in Rome 



WELCOMING 

Organize group to greet family at airport 
Prepare banners, signs i~ ~ussian & English (can be Religious School or Youth Group project) 
Invite photographer to ta~e pictures (black & white for newspapers) 
Flowers 
Make sure enough cars to t=ans?Qrt family & their luggage 
Details which need to be explained to family when they arrive at their new.home: 

*how to turn on faucets (particularly in shower) 
*thermostat 
*open windows 
*apartment buzzer in front lobby 

NEGOTIATING BUREAUCRACY (as liaison & transportation provider) 

Jewish Family & Children's Service (caseworker) 
Jewish Vocational Service (job counsellor) 
Hebrew College (English language test, then classes) 
Social Security Office 
Welfare Department (food stamps) 
Medicaid 
Doctor (immigration health :or:n) 
.SU\ools 

DAILY NEEDS 

E..-xplaining appliances in a;artment: stove (self-cleaning!), dishwasher, self-defrcsting 
refrigerator, disposal, toaster-oven, vacaum cleaner, telephone, laundry, etc. 

Explaining foods & how to prepare them (milk does not need to be boiled) 
Fire alarm 
Food shopping 
Post office: stamps, how to mail letters 
Bank: opening an account, checks, balancing checkboolc, ATM card 
Ascertain clothing needs & find donated clothing 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help write resume, cover letters 
~each about newspapers' "Help Wanted" section 
find head hunters 
Drive to job fairs, interviews 
Network with temple rnem...~rs in similar fields 
Coordinate activities with Jewish Vocational Service 

DRIVING 

Learner's Permit (test can be taken in Russian) 
Driving School 
Locating car 
Driving test 
Reliable mechanic 

SOCIALIZING 

Invite to dinner 
Visit 



Tourguides 
Babysitting 

TEMPLE 

Drive to Shabbat services 
Bring to Sisterhood, Brotherhood meetings - invite to speak 
Enroll children in Religious School 
Explain Jewish holidays, services 
Provide them with means of learning basic prayers & songs (cassette 
Welcoming service (Religious & Ritual Committee, Youth Group) 
Religious School asse~~ly 

tape of melodies) 
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NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Regional Presidenr 
Irving Belansky 

Vice Presidenrs 
George Markley 
Irwin Siegelman 
David Silverman 
Morton Stone 
Audrey Wilson 

Secrerary 
James Abraham 

Administrarive Coordinator 
Linda Osofsky 

Director of Yourh Activities 
Monica Weinstein 

Campus Advisors 
Cathy Berkowitz 
Leslie Morris 

Resource Consultanr 
Didi Gilbert 

Outreach Director 
Paula Brody 

Social Action lnrern 
Kenneth Carr 

Israel Shaliach 
Micha Bait 

.Educational Consultant 
Esther Karten 

National Board 
Irving Belansky 
Dr. Harold Faigenbaum 
Marvin Freedman 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Lois Gutman 
Robert Hoffman 
Alan lselin 
Howard Kaufman 
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 
Sol Levites 
Myrna Jacobs Rubin 
Michael Rukin 
Marvin Rumpler 
David Shapiro 
Jerome H. Somers 
Judith Yoffie 

National Honorary Treasurer 
Howard Wilkoff 

UAHC 
Chairman 
Allan B. Goldman 

Presidenr 
Rabbi Alexander M . Schindler 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PA TRON OF HEBREW UNION COi.LEGE-JEWiSH INSTITUTE OF IIELJ010N 

1330 BEACON STREET. SUITE 355. BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 0214818171 m-1666 

FAX (617) m-3491 

NEW AMERICAN RESETTLEMENT MEETING 

TEMPLE SHALOM EMETH, BURLINGTON, MA 

JANUARY 31, 1990 / 5 SHEVAT, 5750 

7:30 PM 

AGENDA 

NORTHEAST COUNCIL 

Rabbi Paul J. Menitoff 
R~IOnM Dw«ror 

I. Introductions 

II. 

A. Kenneth Carr, Social Action Intern, UAHC/NEC 

B. Rabbi Susan Abramson, Temple Shalom Emeth 

Chair, UAHC/NEC New American Resettlement Committee 

C. Nancy Bloom, Jewish Family and Children's Service 

D. Barbara Palant, Synagogue Council of Massachusetts 

E. Congregational representatives 

The 
A. 
B. 
C. 

Congregation's Role -- Rabbi Susan Abramson 

Convincing the congregation 
Composing a committee 
Tasks of the committee 

III. The Adoption Process -- Barbara Palant 

IV. 

A. After deciding to adopt 
B. Before the family arrives 
C. After the family arrives 

Relevant Policies 
A. United States 
B. Jewish Family 

Nancy Bloom 
government 
and Children's 

v. The UAHC's Role -- Kenneth Carr 

VI. Questions 

Plan to attend 

Service 
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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI 
Judaism looks at the world with optimistic 
eyes. While most men and women must con­
front the trials and tribulations of everyday 
living and come to terms with personal trag­
edies and disappointments, our tradition 
beckons us not to surrender to despair. The 
Torah emphasizes that human beings are cre­
ated in God's image and must utilize their 
intellectual and physical resources to improve 
the quality of their lives. Thus, it is essential 
that we go about our daily tasks with a posi­
tive outlook .. 

Unfortunately, burned-out leaders and perva­
sive negativism are harsh realities in many 
contemporary Jewish communities. During 
my ten years in the rabbinate I have met a 
number of "gloom and doom" congregants who 
find fault in every aspect of the synagogue's 
programming. At the same time, they are 
often resistant to change and reject proposals 
which would make their congregation a better 
place to worship, study, and socialize. At best, 
they see their community as being destined 
for perpetual mediocrity; there is nothing that 
can be done which will substantially improve 
the situation. Needless to say, real growth 
cannot take place unless the lay leaders and 
ordinary members feel good about their syna­
gogue and are committed to its welfare. 

Negative people are among the most tor­
mented souls I know. They have chips on their 
shoulders and are often eager to provoke an 
argument. Such individuals take their unfin­
ished business from their past into their fam­
ilies, into their places of work, and even into 
their churches or synagogues. The reason why 
we hear sickening tales of dirty synagogue 
politics (or dirty church politics for that mat­
ter) and of uncivilized behaviour on the part 
of the clergy and lay leaders is that too many 
people work out their personal problems in 
inappropriate settings. 

At the monthly singles' program at the 
YMHA, Barbara Findlay, Steven Moscovitch 
and I asked each member of the group, "To 
what animal do you compare yourself when 
you are at your worst?" The most common 
answer was "the bear." The "bear" is on the 
prowl when we feel that life has given us a 
rotten deal, when other people challenge our 
beliefs or violate our territory, or when some­
one enjoys success that we fancy should be 
ours. Indeed, the "bear" in Haman growled 
fiercely when Mordecai refused to bow down 
to him and challenged his authority. Because 
of this personal attach on his self-esteem, he 
was determined that Mordecai should pay 
dearly by hanging on the gallows and that the 
entire Persian Jewish community should also 
pay by being exterminated. 

What is the "bear", after all? Just our own 
insecurity, our own feelings of inadequacy, the 
problems we can't face, the bits of ourselves 
we can't love. We are our own bears. Until we 
can change, accept, or make constructive use 
of the "bear" that lurks within each of us, we 
will see the world through distorted glasses. 
Until we are in touch with our private agendas 
and learn to like ourselves, we will never 
relate to our fellow human beings in a mean­
ingful way. 

As Temple Shalom enters its twenty-fifth 
year, let us accept the challenges of operating 
a growing congregation with courage, creativ­
ity, and a sense of purpose. Our community 
will prosper only if we approach our duties in 
a positive frame of mind. In the words of 
Tlwmas Carylyle, "Give us, 0 give us, the 
man who sings at his work! Be his occu­
pation what it may, he is equal to any of 
those who follow the same pursuit in 
silent sullenness. He will do more in the 
same time-he will do it better-he will 
persevere longer." 

RABBI JEFFREY F. GALE 



PURIM 
(from Gates of the Seasons: published by the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis) 

Purim, which occurs on the fourteenth of the Hebrew 
month of Adar (the fifteenth in Jerusalem), is a cele­
bration of the events described in the Scroll of Esther. 
The holiday with its joyous carnival-like atmosphere 
focuses on one of the main themes in Jewish history, 
i.e., the survival of the Jewish people despite the 
attempts of their enemies to destroy them. According 
to the Scroll of Esther, the name of Purim is derived 
from the lot (Pur) cast by Haman to determine the day 
on which the Jews would be exterminated. 

The story of Purim is about hunger for power and 
about hatred born of the Jews' refusal to assimilate 
and their unwillingness to compromise religious prin­
ciple by bowing before the secular authority. It is an 
old story. However, it has been repeated many times, 
making it both an ancient and modern story. 

In the story it is related that Mordecai, Esther's cousin, 
refused to prostrate himself before Haman, the vizier 
of King Ahasueras. So infuriated was Haman that he 
sought the annihilation of the Jewish people. Haman's 
accusation against the Jewish people has become the 
paradigm for all anti-semites: "There is a certain 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
peoples ... their laws are different from those of other 
people, they do not obey the king's law, and the king 
should not tolerate them". The prudent actions of 
Mordecai and the courage of Esther averted tragedy. 

Purim recalls the dangers of minority status. Hatred 

SYMPOSIUM ON INTERMARRIAGE 
"SHARE THE EXPERIENCE: 

BRIDGES TO UNDERSTANDING" 

By Jessie Carryl, Outreach Co-ordinator, 
Canadian Council of Liberal Congregations. 

Followed by a panel discussion: 

ONE HOUSE TWO FAITHS 
CHILDREN COPING 

with audience participation 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH, 1990 
1:30 - 4:00 P.M. 

ADMISSION $5.00 

AT THE Y.M.H.A. 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

SPONSORS: 

TEMPLE SHALOM MANITOBA INC. 
Y.M.H.A. , JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

947-0601 453-1625 

of the foreigner and the stranger is still prevalent 
throughout the world. Anti-Semitism has not disap­
peared, but despite everything, the Jewish people has 
survived. Purim, however, is most of all a happy 
story-a story of survival and triumph over evil. 

It is a mitzvah to read the Biblical Scroll of Esther and 
to celebrate the holiday with the congregation. As part 
of the Megillah reading, it is customary for the listen­
ers to attempt to drown out the sound of Haman's 
name by shouting or using Greggers. 

The almost unrestrained merriment which pervades 
the celebration of Purim makes it unique among the 
Jewish holidays. Adults and children are encouraged 
to wear costumes. Synagogues and communities stage 
Purim plays, hold carnivals, and serve festive commu­
nal meals. All these activities are an expression of 
great joy at having survived Haman and countless 
other enemies. 

In Ashkenazi communities, Hamantaschen, three-cor­
nered cookies filled with poppy seeds or other fruits, 
are served on Purim. In many Sephardic communities 
and in Israel, pastries called Haman's ears, Oznei 
Haman, are served. 

Traditionally Purim is a time for exchanging gifts. It 
is customary to send gifts off ood or pastries to friends 
and family. The sending of these gifts is called 
Mishloach Manot, "the sending of portions." It is a 
mitzvah to send gifts to the poor on Purim. The send­
ing of gifts to the poor is an act of Tzedakah which is 
especially connected with Purim. 

Price Structure for 
Menorah Board 

Plaques: 
Flame-minimum $1,000.00 
Candle- 600.00 
Candle Base- 400.00 
Stem- 250.00 
Base- 100.00 

For further information, please 
contact the office at 453-1625 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL 
BULLETIN WILL BE 

MONDAY, MARCH 18, 1990. 



SCHOOL NEWS. 
1. Report cards will be going out on March 11, 1990. 

Parent-Teacher Interviews will be conducted on 
Sunday, March 18, 1990 from 12:30 P.M. on. Your 
child will bring home a note informing you of your 
interview time. 

2. Our last day of classes prior to Spring Break will 
be on Wednesday, March 21, 1990. Classes will 
resume on Wednesday, April 4, 1990. 

3. I would like to encourage each child to bring 
"Tzedakah" - "charity" each and every week (Sun­
days). We have the blue boxes here at the Temple. 
We would like our students to feel the rewards of 
"giving" to others less fortunate than themselves. 

4. PURIM CARNIVAL - Sunday, March 11, 1990 -
9:45 - 12:15. Please join us. COME IN COSTUME! 

9:45 A.M. - Megillah reading in Sanctuary 

10:30A.M. - Carnival in Multi-Purpose Room 

Our Purim celebration will take place on Sunday, 
March 11, 1990. We would like to encourage our 
Temple Shalom Religious School families to join us 
for this joyous event along with all Temple Shalom 
families. 

The festivities will begin promptly at 9:45 A.M. with 
the Megillah reading in the sanctuary. Each class 
will mime out a section of the Megillah as it is read 
by members of our School Board. 

Following this, we will be having a Purim carnival 
in the Multi-Purpose Room. Each class will be 
setting up a booth. We will have hamentashen, 
juice, and coffee booth, and a prize booth. 

We would also like to encourage parents to set up 
booths. The children will love it! If you and some of 
your friends are interested, please let me or Eyal 
Daniel know and we will do our best to accommo­
date you and your material needs. 

There will be a silver collection at the door to offset 
the costs of the prizes. 

Also, volunteers are needed to "man" the food booth 
and prize table and silver collection. Please call me 
or Eyal Daniel and volunteer your services. 

Hope to see you and your families in costume on 
March 11, 1990. 

Joyce Billinkotf, School Director 

EyalDaniel, Teacher in charge of Purim celebration 

PRESIDENT'S UPDATE. 
This year for Temple Shalom is one of breaking new 
ground and strengthening existing programs. 

Our financial position as of July 31, 1989 is one of 
stability and very many thanks to our past treasurer, 
Allan Sourkes for his hard work and dedication for 
creating this stability. Ernie Strauss is carrying on 
from Allan and has computerized our systems which 
will allow for more current results. 

Our school has doubled thanks to the efforts of our 
dedicated School Board, School Director, Joyce 
Billinkoff, and our tremendous group of teachers. Not 
to forget Rabbi Gal,e. He has added new dimensions 
and life to our programs such as Bagels and Blocks 
and the Hebrew Bilingual Program to name a couple. 
This year also sees five Bar/Bat Mitzvahs occuring and 
very shortly our new Bima will be unveiled. 

Our Outreach Program has a joint venture with the 
YMHA on March 18, 1990 with a guest speaker from 
Toronto. 

Our Singles Program which is a joint venture with the 
YMHA as well has been a success to date thanks to the 
efforts of Barb Findlay and Steven Moscovitch. 

We are sponsoring the Small Congregations Confer­
ence April 27 -29th and all members are welcome. Call 
the office for information. 

We are in the process of forming a committee for our 
25th ANNIVERSARY year in 1991. Please volunteer 
if you can. 

Temple Shalom is yours and membership growth is 
essential. It is important each and everyone of us 
invites prospective members to our services and func­
tions of the synagogue. I believe strong attitudes and 
beliefs by each of us and communicating them will lead 
to our successful growth. 

Participation is difficult because we are all very busy 
but vital to our success. Please try and find a little time 
to sit on a committee when asked. 

This year has been exciting and the future looks even 
more so. We are making an impact in the community 
and we will continue to keep the community aware of 
Temple Shalom. 

Please feel free to call me with any ideas or sugges­
tions. This way we can all learn. GET INVOLVED. 

Rick Wolfson 

President 



YAHRZEITS 
HEBREW ENGLISH WILL BE 
DATE DATE READ ON 

CHANA FAGA GOLDBERG, Mother of Lil Jacobson 2Adar Feb.27 Mar.2 
OSCAR FEUER, Father of Charles Feuer 3Adar Feb.28 Mar. 2 
JOSEPH WOLODARSKY, Father of Marilyn Levitt 3Adar Feb.28 Mar. 2 
HARRY SW ARTZ, Father of Shelly Saidman 4Adar Mar. 1 Mar. 2 
BESSIE HILLIER, Mother of Charles Boyce 7 Adar Mar. 4 Mar. 2 
MAX LEVINE, Father of Elliott Levine 9Adar Mar. 6 Mar. 9 
DAVID CASEY, Brother of Natasha Casey 12 Adar Mar. 9 Mar. 9 
LlLl.JAN SINGER, Mother of Ray Singer 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9 
DOREEN VALERIE FRANCES BOYCE,Daughter of Charles Boyce 13 Adar Mar. 10 Mar. 9 
DINA WOLFSON, Mother of Wolfson 14 Adar Mar. 11 Mar. 9 
ROSE JENOFF, Aunt of Steven Moscovitch 15 Adar Mar. 12 Mar. 9 
SAMUEL SHELDON PAWLOW, Father of Mayer Pawlow 16 Adar Mar. 13 Mar. 16 
JOSEPH ISAAC HILLIER, Stepfather of Charles Boyce 20Adar Mar. 17 Mar. 16 
SARAH NITIKMAN, Mother of Lee Schachter 22 Adar Mar. 19 Mar. 16 
HELEN MAROW, Mother of Anya Strauss 23 Adar Mar. 20 Mar. 23 
HANNAH DASHEFSKY, Mother of Dora Dragushan 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23 
RAYMOND KEYNES, Brother of Irma Nepon 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar.23 
HELEN DUBLIN, Sister of Anne Dublin 24 Adar Mar. 21 Mar. 23 
REBECCA SOURKES, Grandmother of Allan Sourkes 28 Adar Mar. 25 Mar. 23 

WHAT'S NEW 
During the past several months, Temple Shalom has 
instituted three new programs: "Bagels and Blocks" 
(Jewish studies for pre- school children); Synagogue 
Skills and Jewish Lore for children enrolled in He­
brew/English Bilingual studies at Sir William Olser 
School, and regular seminars for single Jews at the 
Y.M.H.A. We now wish to add a fourth experimental 
project: programming for senior citizens, especially 
those individuals living in Shalom Gardens and along 
Grant Avenue. 

An inaugural tea took place on February 13th. Over 
twenty seniors met in the Multi-Purpose Room for 
Coffee, Cake and a Chat. We briefly explored ways in 
which we can meet the cultural and recreational needs 
of this important segment of the Winnipeg Jewish 
community. 

Beginning on MONDAY, MARCH 12TH, Temple 
Shalom will be providing lunch programs on alternate 
weeks. Jacque Sourkes has kindly agreed to cater 

these luncheons, while RazeUe Kovnats has gener­
ously offered to be in charge of the programs. At this 
stage, the cost of the lunches will be $4.00. The lunches 
are open to all men and women who are 55 years old 
and over. 

Members of Temple Shalom are invited and encour­
aged to participate in this new endeavour. Help would 
be especially appreciated in setting up the Multi-Pur­
pose Room, or in providing transportation to those 
seniors who would like to attend our Food, Frolic and 
Fellowship but have no means of transportation to the 
Temple. The success of this experimental program 
depends largely on rekindling the spirit of volunteer­
ism in our membership. 

Those individuals who are interested in attending the 
bi-weekly luncheons or in offering their services 
should contact Clara Rosenthal at 453-1625. 

RABBIJEFFREYF.GALE 
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SOVIET JE 1S ARE . 'OT SET fLEl\1E!'."T ODDER 

B) Alexander 1. Schindler 

p. 0 :2 

There are several les ons to be learned from th unfort in ate remark ofisrael Prim Ministt:r 

'itzhak Sh:mlir linking tr. anticipated ssive Sovi t in1rnigration to retention of the :Vest Bank 

t,~rritori s. Oiven Mr. 'hamir's longst!:I ding opposition to relinquishing any part of Judea and 

furor that greeted hls statemc-.nt wa n tural enough. 

T • Prime Mini ter in isted he had been mi nderstood. He did not mean~ he aid, that he 

want to hold on to the \Vest ank a 
for new ov1e imm.1 rr ts. What he intended to say 

vas that Js~ael mus be a "strong" or 
1
'great

11 
ptatf.. 

p•1ra. e ''Gieater 1~re1'1 is political s or and for an ! rael th, t hold cm to all of the territories now 

1 nder its c.:mtrol.) 

One lesson to be learned is th t in a w .. 

tier . raci"'S ike Isra I Cttn no longer s hat hat the ell o e group -- even private!>' -· will 

m,m'tt d to the .. nera1 pubic. In offering his thou ts on a ''large" or ''great" Israel, Mr. 

h ITl.lt' .. clearly attempting to as m mbers f hi~ Likud Pany that he had no inten • on o 

!\clling l1;n l dm •n the river, as his n"a ~ 10 Li 
tr l Ariel Sharon, have ha.iged. 

(I. 

he o 11'.e was tht the speech wa C0'li red by An erican nd 0' 1er foreign correspori 
... 

story :vent around the ,orld and e en the tate Department was moved to cri iciz.e the Prime 

1inis •r f, sp.,ahng out of tum. 

Anothe-: esson is that statement~ rn .. h a: fr. ir's -- no matt r how inno 'ently 
' 

in•en led, ,. the Jsra • rime Mb ister assures t s rovide ammunition for those Arab 

. .1: . h • ' TiJ"' I l d • J' 1 
ext11-1 nu t" w o oppose murugraat to sr~.e un er c1ny c rcumstances and who c in~ to the goa of 

a Pale:-t1m n state that will ultimately encompas. not onLy the acimmiste1ed territories b Israel 

itself. Regrettably, Mr. Shamir's words have tou"hed off a wave of protests by Arab groups that 

have c r.de!!lned Jewish immigration to PaleHine since th earliest days of the Zlomst movement. 

I 
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:vtr. Shamir's remark gave them a golden opportunity to arshal anti-Israel sentiment on an 

international basis -- and also, it should be noted, to silence moderate Arab forces, thereby stalling 

the Middle East peace initiative. At the same time, Arab protests against the movement of Jews 

from the USSR to Israel also constitute a. potential stumbling block for Soviet President Gorbachev 

in his continuing effort to liberalize Kremlin policy on Jewish emigration. 

But the most important lesson to be learned from the incident is that the emigration of 

mas~-ive numbers ofJews from the Soviet Union to Israel is too important to be used for political 

purposes. 

This great homecoming of what is expected to be h ndreds upon hundreds of thousands of 

Jews from the Soviet Union can only be described a on of the great decisive turns of Jewish 

history, ranking with the very founding of the Jewish state and the mass immigration to Israel 

d1.1ring the late l 940's and early 1950's from the DP camps of EW'ope and from the Arab lands of 

North Africa, Iraq and emen. 

For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freed m means, at last, the chance to build a life 

far from the quickening cure of anti·Semiti.sm. For h~ Jews of Israel, the new freedom means 

the renewal of a dream that some had supposed was obsolete, the chance to refresh the authentic 

purpose~ nf a Je\lnsh national home. For the J ws of the Un'ted tates and Canada, ours is the 

opportunity and challengeto provide the resources tliat will translate the dream of freedom into the 

reality of reunion. ..._ 

In this great endeavor, we ~isih be more than passive check-writers to the United Jewish 

Appeal. We want and mean to be partners, ~elping insure that every dollar is spent responsibily, 

efficiently, effectively. or is our stared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion. ) The 

restoration of the early vision of Israel's purpose is inherently a restoration of a vision of peace as 

well. The people of Israel know that chronic violendc:e and war nm only inhibit immigration but 

also exhause ~he energ:es and treasure of the nation that must now be turned to the sacred task of 

i ngath~ring 
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There is grave danger in seeking to u:;e this n w opportunity for political purposes. The 

homecoming of our people transcends politic -~ but politics can spoil it. Soviet Jews are not 

s~ttlement-fodder, nor should "Operation Exodus" (the name given by the UJA to the tasks of 

immigration and absorption) be a cover for the pursuit of ideological goals. 

The ingathering of Soviet Jews cannot become a pawn in the debate over a "large" or 

''great" Israd: if tho~e \\ho enter the partnership with enthusiasm are le.d to conclude that their 

eff1>rts are being exploited by partisan·· of o e view or another, their enthusiasm will surely wane. 

The mass movement of Soviet Jews to Israel has given us,the opportunity to write a new 

chapt r t ma.'k possible a new beginning, to bring ne • life to our people and to our dream -- the 

dream off eedo n, of p ac . of home. In this book of life, it is we who must in~cribe our names. 

2/8/90 X X X 

Rabbi Alexander M. Set indler is presiden: of the un:on of American 
He' re-.: 1 Congregations, central body of Reform Jud ism in the United 
St, •es and ';anada. 

# 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

February 2, 1990 
7 ,Shevat 5750 

TO: UAHC CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENTS ,& RABBIS 

RE: OPERATION EXODUS 

The enclosed THE DREAM, AGAIN is a critical call to action 
in support of Operation Exodus, the worldwide effort to 
facilitate the absorpt"ion of Soviet Jews in Israel. I urge 
you to reproduce this important statement in your temple ·bul­
letin so that the total North American Reform Jewish community 
will be informed of latest developments. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the UAHC Resolution on Soviet Jewry 
as adopted by the Biennial Assembly in New Orleans, November, 
1989. It is germane to the subject. • 

In the light of this new thrust, I urge your congregation's 
Soviet Jewry Committee, together with your ARZA and Social 
Action Committees, and other congregational groups, to move to 
take action as required to support fully Operation Exodus 
through your local Federations, as well as to help resettle the 
Soviet Jews among us. To this end, suggestions for congrega­
tional assistance for Soviet Jews will be available from Betty 
Golomb, Chairperson of the UAHC Task Force on Soviet Jewry, 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021. • 

As a united North American Reform community, together with our 
fellow Jews, let us join hands in providing support and suste­
nance to our brothers and sisters who join us in freedom. 

All good wishes. 



THE DREAM, AGAIN 

In all of Jewish history, there have been no more than ten or so 
dates that will be remembered as long as there are Jews to remember 
things. Most generations of Jews have lived and have died without 
ever witnessing the decisive turns of Jewish history except through 
the clouds of memory. Yet, within the lifetime of our own 
generation, those clouds have parted not once, but twice, and we 
have seen the turning with our own eyes. 

First was the Kingdom of Night, then was the rebirth of the 
Republic of Hope. 

And now there is the Reunion, the great homecoming of hundreds upon 
hundreds of thousands of Jews from the Soviet Union, yesterday's 
trickle becomes today's flow, tomorrow's flood. 

Through the tumultuous years of modern Israel's brief history, 
there have been moments of pure vindication, moments when all 
complexity has disappeared and the elemental reason for a Jewish 
St.ate has stood in stark and pure relief. The mass immigration in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s, from the displaced persons' camps 
of Europe and from North Africa; years later, Operation Moses, the 
rescue of Ethiopian Jews; now, Operation Exodus, perhaps as many 
as a million and a half Soviet Jews ingathered, welcomed. 

For the Soviet Jews themselves, the new freedom means, at last, the 
chance to build a life far from the quickening curse of anti­
Semi tism. 

For the Jews of Israel, the new freedom means the renewal of a 
dream that some had supposed was obsolete, the chance to refresh 
the authentic purposes of a Jewish national home. 

And for us, for the Jews of North America, there is an essential 
role to play in the fulfillment of this new chapter of our people's 
dream. Two years ago, a quarter of a million of us gathered in 
Washington to speak for the freedom of our people. That freedom 
is now ours to enable. 

But freedom is not free. To bring masses of Soviet Jews to Israel 
means to provide housing, schools, jobs, lest the invitation to a 
new life prove a cruel and bitter hoax, lest the reunion sour. 
Here are Jews, eager to come; here is a nation eager to receive 
them. But they cannot come and they will not if there is nowhere 
for them to live, to learn, to work. 
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Plainly, it is our task to provide the resources that will 
translate the dream of freedom into the reality of reunion. As 
plainly, we want and mean to be more than passive financiers as 
that translation is written into our people's history. We want and 
mean to be partners with the Soviet Jews and partners with the 
Israelis, going beyond the raising of dollars and the signing of 
checks to helping ensure that every dollar that is spent is spent 
responsibly, efficiently, effectively. 

It is unthinkable that the Jewish people will allow this glorious 
opportunity to shrivel, that we will allow ourselves to be 
remembered as the generation that had history in its grasp --- and 
let go of it. 

Nor is our shared opportunity limited to the wonders of reunion. 
The restoration of the early vision of Israel's purpose is 
inherently a restoration of a vision of peace, as well. The people 
of Israel know that chronic violence and war not only inhibit 
immigration, but also exhaust the energies and the treasure of the 
nation, the energies and the treasure that must now be turned to 
the sacred task of absorption. 

We call attention to the danger of seeking to use this new 
opportunity for political purposes. The homecoming of our people 
transcends politics -- but politics can poison it. Soviet Jews are 
not "settlement-fodder," nor ought Operation Exodus be a cover for 
the pursuit of ideological goals. The absorption of Soviet Jews 
must not become a pawn in the debate over a Greater Israel; if 
those who enter the partnership with enthusiasm are led to conclude 
that their efforts are being exploited by partisans of one view or 
another, their enthusiasm will surely wane. 

Above all, we call on each and every American Jew, in all our 
congregations throughout the land, working through our local 
federations, to join in this partnership in reunion, to lend hand 
and heart and pocketbook so that we may together enter history. 
For that is what is here at stake. Together, it has been given us 
to write a new chapter, to make possible a new beginning, to bring 
new life to our people and to our dream --- the dream of freedom, 
of peace, of home. 

In this book of life, it is we who must inscribe our names. 

February 1990 
Shevat 5750 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

November 2 - November 6, 1989 - New Orleans 

SOVIET JEWRY 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations is encouraged by the 
significant changes regarding the ability of Soviet Jews to leave 
the Soviet Union as demonstrated by the dramatic increase in 
emigration numbers and the easing of the emigration process . We 
look forward to a more systematic approach for Jews to exit which 
will reflect the establishment of a new policy in accordance with 
international norms and laws, a system which would grant permission 
to any J~w to leave the Soviet Union with dispatch. 

Glasnost has resulted in granting more freedom to all religious 
groups in the Soviet Union. After years of.virulent anti-semitism, 
constant harassment, and denial of human rights, Soviet Jews have 
begun to benefit from the internal changes in official religious 
and cultural policies. Within the USSR Jews are today forming 
cultural groups, Hebrew language classes, Jewish libraries and new 
congregations. 

While we rejoice in this modern miracle, we cannot forget the 
oppression of past decades, and that Glasnost has also brought with 
it renewed outbreaks of anti-Semitism . Now, therefore, is the time 
to build vigorously the Soviet Jewish culture and to mold the 
movement for emigration into a force so irrepressible that it can 
withstand even a setback in Soviet policy . 

THEREFORE, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations resolves to: 

1. Recognize the progress which has been made and urge the 
government of the Soviet Union to: 

A. Dissolve the existing Council of Religious Affairs, the 
official department regulating religious matters in the 
USSR, to permit greater individual, intellectual, and 
personal freedom of religious and cultural expression. 

B. Officially recognize Hebrew as the national tongue of 
its Jewish minority. 

C. Permit the establishment of rabbinical seminaries and 
other Jewish educational institutions. 

D. Allow the free and full distribution of Jewish 
educational materials from the outside world to the 
members of the Jewish community and permit the 
establishment of publishing houses for cultural, 

(See over) 



educational, and religious materials. 

E. Repeal all Soviet laws that obstruct the teaching of 
Judaism and Jewish cultural matters. 

F. Institutionalize 
emigration. 

the liberalized procedures for 

2. Call upon the United States government to : 

A. Significantly raise its overall refugee quota ceiling. 

B. Provide financial assistance required to absorb Soviet 
Jews in Israel. 

3. Call upon every Reform congregation to: 

A. Make temple membership for Soviet Jewish emigres and 
religious school enrollment for their children available 
on a favorable basis. 

B. Form or revitalize a committee on Soviet Jewry in order 
to: 

a) Prod our synagogue members, and the Jewish community 
at large through local federations f to give or 
guarantee the resources required for the absorption 
of Russian Jews both here and in Israel , through 
campaigns such as the "Passage to Freedom" campaign . 

b) Initiate a person to person effort to integrate 
Soviet immigrants into the life of our synagogues . 

c) Encourage congregants to make job opportunities 
available to Soviet Jews. 

d) Commend the World Union for Progressive Judaism for 
its efforts to nurture the development of Liberal 
Judaism and to establish a Reform Jewish network 
within the Soviet Union. 

e) Pledge our full support in the creation and 
distribution in the Soviet Union of appropriate 
educational materials about Reform Judaism, 
including materials in the Russian language. 

f) Commend the State of Israel for its ongoing efforts 
to integrate Soviet Jewish emigres into Israeli 
social, political, and economic life despite its 
current economic difficulties. 

g) Extend thanks and appreciation to Betty Golomb, who 
has almost singlehandedly coordinated the Union's 
efforts in this realm for many years. 



Dear Betty and Dan: 

December 15, 1989 
17 Kislev 5750 

Your generous contribution toward the critical work of 
the fask Force on soviet Jewry means a great deal to me. 
Betty, in addition to the marvelous day-to-day work you 
have undertaken in this area of concern, this gift under­
scores yeur devotion to this cause. And, Dan, it's so 
good to know that you share Betty's concern for our Russian 
boothers and sisters. 

Our Union is fortunate to have leaders such as the two of 
you. I hope you know how much you are appreciated for all 
that you are and all that you do. 

Rhea joins me in sending fondest regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. and Mrs. David Golomb 
250 East 73rd st. 
New York, Ny 10021 
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I MEMORANDUM I 

From Albert Vorspan 

To Fred Cohen 

Copies Rabbi Alex ander M. Schindler 

Subject 
( 

Date 12 / 14 / 8 9 

I am delighted to enclose the attached check from Betty and Dan 
Gol9mb of $5,000 to be applied exclusively to the Task Force on 
Soviet Jewry which Betty chairs. 

.. / 
/ 

,1n•N 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y. 10021 (212)249-0100 

w 
, 
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Mr. Manfried Mauskopf 
2235 Hoffnagle Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 

Dear Mr. Mauskopf: 

November 22, 1989 
24 Heshvan 5750 

I thank you very much for sharing your thoughts 
with me. I much appreciate your having done so. 

The information you were kind enough to share is 
very helpful and I will certainly seek to make it 
known within our Councils. 

With gratitude I am, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MANFRIED MAUSKOPF 
2235 HOFFNAGLE ST. 
'HILA. ,PA 1'152 

Rabhi Alexander Schindler,. President 
Un1-on of American. He.breWJ Gong. 

Dear Ra.bhi Schindl~r: 

L re&ret that I have to respectfully disagree with your 
recent statement at tb:e umc conventi.on that Soviet emigre 
f am.1lies are dropping O\lt of. Jewish life II beca,u.se American 
Jews have failed to reach o,at" to them. The fact of the. matter 
1.s that the former have not shown any desire or inclination 
in the first place to enter JeW;1sh life despite the many 
overtures or hundreds of achoola and congreaations. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter containing the results of a 
survey which I recently conducted to ascertain the number 
of Russ-ian Jew,ish children i.D our community receiving any type 
o! Jewish educati.on which I sent to scores of communal leaders 
bot.h l.ocally and nationwide. I am. also enclosing a reply from 
one of your colleagues 1 Rabbi Maslin. In add.1 tion there is 
an article by the Rosh Beth Din of Australia bemoaning the 
fact that the Soviet emigres there, Just as h.ere, do not 
identify w·i th the calilltlun.ity, ever set foot i11 a synagogue, 
o-r pro-vi.de their offspring w.i.t.h a Jewish eduGation. 

Lo.rd Jakobowitz., Chief Rabbi of the British Comm.onwelata., 
ha.s repeatedly stated that we should stop encouraging our 
Russian brethren from settling in Western co-witr1es since 
they rapidly assimilate. At least in lsrael their children 
wi.1.1 be J·e.ws-. 

!he u:Passage to Freedom.11 campaign is a failure s.:lnce American 
Jews have finally rea.liaed that it will only entice m.ore 
Russiand to cho,0se the U.S. in.stead of Israel where they belong. 
Let us hope that those groups with vested interests <HIAS, 
Federations, etc..) will not sabotage the new governmnet policy 
on immigration which w.111 hopefully direct more em.igres- to 
I.srael. .. 

.ae spec tfully,, 

//~~pf 

-, 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
UAHG 

Dear Sir: 

2235 Hoffnagle Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19152 
May 15, 1989 

I recently completed a survey of all tho Hebrew schools in the 
~reater ~ortheast ranging from Orthodox day schools , afternoon 
and Sunday sohools of all factions to ascertain whether there has 
been an increase in the number of ~ussian children attending 
since my initial survey conducted six years ago. Despite the fact 
that there hao boen an influx of sever al thousand more hussian 
Jews during thia interva1 tho aotual nW11mer enrolled in all the 
schools is losn t han 0ne t.hir4 ef what it was in 1983 . In the 
lat.ter year tho t.otal was 79 of which 58 were enrolled in the 
Beth Jacob ~ahoQl which has olosed its• doors ainae then. The 
current total is 28 of which 10 attend the Klein branch of the 
Hebrew Sunday Scheol Sooiety plus ~ne more ohild at a different 
!:iunda.y School lea.ving a grand tetal et 17 in regulare Hebrew classes 
out of a Russian school age po~ulatien exceeding 1500. 

The above figures paint an appalling picture of the lack of Jewish 
identity en the part of our Soviet brethren despite their protestations 
that they were not permitted to praotioe eheir religion nor to provide 
a Jewish education tor their youth. It is apparent that Jewish 
education is not one of their priorities although scholarship aid 
is available 1n _all the schools. 

This deplorable situation repressnts a complet8 failure en the part 
of all the communal agencies which arES responsible fo_r the settlement 
of all these immigrants. While they have made marked progress in a 
material way it is obvious that the rate 01' ali~nation and assimilation 
is proceeding at a very fast pace with the strong possibility that 
an entire generation of Hus s ian youth will again be lost from a 
~ewish standpoint. ( During the past d~cade since they started to 
arr1 ve l have yet ·to meet a single teenager or child in any of the 
numerous synagogues in the ~ortheast.) 

Facilitating their absorption through special campaigns such as 
•Passage to Freedom•, will as statea by the prominent New York Jewish 
leader, ha.bbi Lewiah Bernstein, assure their freedom te rapidly 
aas1m1late into the mainstream. Unle1a we succeed 1n diverting this 
new strea.a of hu■ sian Jews to lsrael we are aiding an4 ~betting their 
~ewi ■h alienati•n by luring them with offers of greater asssia•noe 
upon reaching our shores. lsr ~el oannoi peeaibly match the •fringe 
benefits• whioh await them here. In lsrael,w1111ngly or unwillingly, 
'Ibey would remain Jew1 something which is very douottul here. 
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.No lase a leader than Natan Sharansky, the rancgnized 2rokes1t1an for Soviet Jewry, has repeatedly denounoe4 such spacial drives for resettling Russian Jews in the U.S. since they only encourage more"dropoutsn, • 
u1nce it is upparont that we have failed to •sell" uewish education to our Scviot brethren we should attempt to improve Jewish life in the 8oviet Union now that new winds are blowing across the Russian steppes and stop enticing them to come here so that they will opt for Ieraol whose visas enable them to leave "Mother huss1a• in the first plaoe. There they can share in building their own homeland. 
With every new sc,vi~t arr.1val 1n the u.s. we arc only undermining Iar~el 1 s corei and hictorioal oia1m as the Jew1ah h~meland. we are simply transferi.ng the l:iet, large, p•t.eIJt1ialreservo1r of immigrants for Israel fro~ one diaspora t~ anotheb one nhere they quickly d1acard what 11ttlo Jewish~ baggage• they bring with the■. 

Sincerely, 

Manfried Mauskopf 

\· 
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~/JI~ YA vlkv.,PA!P 
SENIOR RABBI 

Mr. Manfried Mauskopf 
2235 Hoffnagle Street 
Philadelphia, Pa., 19152 

Dear Mr. Mauskopt: 

Reform Congregation 

KENESETH ISRAEL 
York Road and Townsh i p L i ne 

ELKINS PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 19117 

June 7, 1989 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the 
enclosures about the absence of Russian immigrant children in 
our Jewish educational institutions. You are absolutely correct 
in recognizing this as a serious problem, and I share your fears 
about the possible assimilation of these people. 

I do not know whether you are aware of the 
fact that Federation is also deeply concerned about this problem. 
Along with the 11 P,assage to Freedom 11 campaign, everyone agrees 
that there must be much more emphasis on Jewish identity pro­
grams, especially education for children. Everyone also agrees 
that it would be far more desirable for the Russian Jews to go 
to Israel. But they cannot be coerced. The problem is a complex 
and very serious one. 

Thank you for your congratulations on my pre­
sidency of the Board of Rabbis. Please be assured that I shall 
be directing a lot of my attention to religious and cultural 
opportunities for Russian Jews in Philadelphia. 

µkc_ 
Simeon J. Maslin 

SJM:mb 
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another Palestinian state was made 
. acceptable before any talks and negotia­
tions had been carefully planned. This 
hasty talk with Arafat made the PLO 
the sole Palestinian authority. By what 
measure, by what Palestinian choice? 
Like the Central and South American 
terrorists who have slain thousands, 
every local Palestinian official who did 
not accept blind obedience to Arafat 
was murdered so that Arafat and his 

' crew of killers can claim to be the sole 
choice of the Palestinian people -

, gangland style. 

It is not enough for us to regret these 
developments. It's our duty to raise our 
voice, to write to the State Department 
and to President-elect Bush, giving our 
opinon of the regrettable developments. 
Joseph A.D. Sutton 

'Stranded' Jews evoke 
little sympathy here 

The current plight of the 1,000 
Russian Jewish families "stranded" in 
the Italian resort town of Ladispoli on 
the shores of the sunny Mediterranean 
Sea waiting to be granted "refugee 
status" by our government does not 
seem to arouse very much concern or 
sympathy in the American Jewish com­
munity. 

Their obstinacy in their refusal to 
proceed to Israel - whose visas enabled 
them to leave their Russian homeland -
is a sad commentary on their Jewish 
identity and their desire to raise their 
children as Jews. Would that our 
persecuted brethren in Syria, Yemen 
and • Ethiopia were in similar circum­
stances, faced with the "terrible" dilem-

. ma of choosing between . immediate 
absorption in Israel, whose soil they kiss 
upon arrival, or waiting indefinitely for 
American visas in an alien although 

pleasant land . 
Perhaps Isi Leibler is correct in his 

assessment (Dec. 23, 1988) that we 
should rearrange our priorities and 
concentrate on providing assistance to 
those Russian Jews who are determined 
to remain in the Soviet Union and build 
a vibrant Jewish cultural and religious 
life now that 'the authorities have 
loosened the reins of dictatorship. 

Heretofore, as he claims, we simply 
provided a passage to rapid assimilation 
in the West. With new winds blowing 
across the Russian steppes and tundras, 
a renaissance of Jewish life is possible so 
that in time the past glory and achieve­
ments of a once proud and creative 
Jewry m3y be restored. • 

The indestructible "Pintele Yid, " the 
eternal spark of Judaism that forever 
burns in each Jewish breast, may once 
again by rekindled into a bright flame if 
we utilize the opportunities that are 
slowly opening up un~ the new leader­
ship. Those who are··~ncere in their 
desire to reassert their Jewish identity 
and transmit their ancient heritage to 
their offspring will participate in this 
national rebirth or proceed to Israel to 
affirm their loyalty to our people. 

The others will continue to be at­
tracted to the "fleshpots" of the West­
ern world where they may, unhindered, 
be rapidly assimilated into the main­
stream. 
Manfried Mauskopf 

LETIERS ·yo THE EDITOR : 
All letters to the editor must be 

signed, although requests for 
anonymity will be . respected. We 
reserve the right to edit for style and 
length. Send letters to the Exponent. 
226 S. 16th St .• Phlladelphla, Pa. 
19102 .. 
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September 26. 1989 
26 Elul 5749 

·The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Senator from Massachusetts 
315 Russell 
Uwited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

The Senate's passage of new and more generous standards 
for the admission of Soviet Jews to the U•ited States 
is heartening. I am deeply grateful to you for all of 
your efforts in this realm of concern. 

Please accept heartfelt thank, in behalf of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Jewish people, and on 
a personal level. You can always be counted on for soop­
eration and support of humanitarian efforts. 

With fond regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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KENNEDY EDWARD 
315 RUSSELL s.o,B • 
WASH DC 20510 21PH 
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349 MGM CHWASHINGTON DC 100 09•21 0806P EDT 

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

I WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT LAST NIGHT THE SENATF ADOPTED NEW 
AND HORE GENEROUS STANDARDS FOR ADMITTING sovI T JEWS TO THE 
UNITED STATES AS REFUGEES, 

THE LEGISLATION, WHICH SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERr. ANO I SPONSORED, 
WILL BRING NEW HOPE TO THE T~OUSA~OS OF REFUGEES NOW LANGUISHING 
IN ROME, AS WELL AS TO THE MANY OT~ERS STILL I~ THE SOVIET UNION 
WHO WILL BE SEEKING FREEDOM IN THE COMING VEAR . 

THIS IS A GRATIFYING FIRST STEP TOWARD REOEE~I~G OUR NATinN 1 S 
PROMISE TO THOUSANDS OF SOVIET JE~S WHO HAVE A~EN PERSECUTED 
TOO LONG. I LOOK FORWARD TO ITS P~OMPT ENACT~E~T. ANO TO FURTHER 
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT ~MERICA 1 S RESPONSE TO T~I~ NEED IS FULL ANn 
FAIR ANO PROt-1PT • 

TEO KENNEDY 

19:13 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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June 17, 

Alexander M. Schindler. Union of American He~rew Congregations 
President 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.10021 

Oear Rabbi A. Schindler: 

Your warm letter appeared to be such a nice addition to all the 

wondeful things that have been happening to us since the time we 

finally got together. Looking back right now we, from time to 

time, have to tell ourselves that everything around is real. We 

have met wonderful people, we have got good freinds. 

We are really honoured to have Linda and Lennard Thal as freinds, 

and we can tell you that they are the most beautiful people we have 

ever met. 

Our life struggle has not been over yet, but, after all, -that is what 

the human beings have been created for, so we enjoy it. 

We are looking forward to meeting with you, and if we ever can be 

of any help in your both small and global projects, the pleasure 

would be entirely ours. 

Again, let us thank you ever so much for the beautiful letter and 

good wishes. Hope to meet you in the nearest future. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ~ J/,wi»/y ~, 



Ms. Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

May 4, 1989 
29 Nisan 5749 

National Conference of Soviet Jewry 
10 East 40th Street 
Suite 907 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Shoshana: 

I am deeply grateful f.or our prompt response to my request. 
The information you were good enough to share with me is im­
portant and I am gra~eful for your offer to keep me informed 
as matters develop in reqard to this decree. 

Wi~h warmest reqards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

CHAIRMAN 

SHOSHANA S . CARDIN 

April 28, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

(9 

Thank you again for your timely intervention and assurance. The 
enclosed is a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to existing 
legislation in the USSR. We have asked the State Department to give 
us the benefit of their analysis and have already received some analysis 
from Soviet Jews who are studying the implications and ramifications. 
The first impression is that in some ways this legislation may be even 
more restrictive and prohibitive with regard to demonstrations, public 
assemblies, or statements against government. I will keep you informed 
as to the latest reports with regard to this decree. 

Cordially, 

Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

SSC:rk 

Enclosure 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 10 EAST 40TH STREET, SUITE 907 , NEW YORK , N .Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 1522 K STREET, N .W., SUITE 1100, WASHINGTON , D .C . 20005 • (202) 898-2500 



Ms. Shoshana Cardin 
3624 Anton Farms Road 
Pikesville. MD 21208 

Dear Shoshana: 

April 25. 1989 
20 Nisan 5749 

It was good chatting with you. 

During our conversation you mentioned new restrictive 
legislation which has been promulgated in the Soviet 
Union. Please bring me up to date. 

With appreciation in advance and warm regards, I m 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Albert Vorspan 

May 4, 1989 
29 Nisan 5749 

You will recall that Shoshana CArdin called me uo to express 
her concerns about our resolution on the Jackson-Vanek Amend­
ment. She told me that the Soviet Union is considering even 
more rastrictive legislation which would make it advisable 
not to yield on that point. 

I attach a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to ex­
isting legislation in the u.s.S.R. Shoshana is waiting anal­
ysis from the State Department. Soviet Jews who have looked 
at tbis proposed amena.n.nt and commented concerning its im­
plications and ramifications tell that in some ways this 
legislation may be even more restrictive and orohibitive if 
with regard to demonstrations, public assEr.blies or statr­
ments against the government. 

I just want to keep you abTeats. 

This will also remind you that Shoshana indicated that she 
would be more than happy to attend our Biennial. 

Obviously, this information should go to.,the Resolutions 
Committee or whatever committee willa:::t on the proposal of 
the Social Actions Commission. 

Thank you. 




