


























































































































































Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
UAHG 

Dear Sir: 

2235 Hoffnagle Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19152 
May 15, 1989 

I recently completed a survey of all tho Hebrew schools in the 
~reater ~ortheast ranging from Orthodox day schools , afternoon 
and Sunday sohools of all factions to ascertain whether there has 
been an increase in the number of ~ussian children attending 
since my initial survey conducted six years ago. Despite the fact 
that there hao boen an influx of sever al thousand more hussian 
Jews during thia interva1 tho aotual nW11mer enrolled in all the 
schools is losn t han 0ne t.hir4 ef what it was in 1983 . In the 
lat.ter year tho t.otal was 79 of which 58 were enrolled in the 
Beth Jacob ~ahoQl which has olosed its• doors ainae then. The 
current total is 28 of which 10 attend the Klein branch of the 
Hebrew Sunday Scheol Sooiety plus ~ne more ohild at a different 
!:iunda.y School lea.ving a grand tetal et 17 in regulare Hebrew classes 
out of a Russian school age po~ulatien exceeding 1500. 

The above figures paint an appalling picture of the lack of Jewish 
identity en the part of our Soviet brethren despite their protestations 
that they were not permitted to praotioe eheir religion nor to provide 
a Jewish education tor their youth. It is apparent that Jewish 
education is not one of their priorities although scholarship aid 
is available 1n _all the schools. 

This deplorable situation repressnts a complet8 failure en the part 
of all the communal agencies which arES responsible fo_r the settlement 
of all these immigrants. While they have made marked progress in a 
material way it is obvious that the rate 01' ali~nation and assimilation 
is proceeding at a very fast pace with the strong possibility that 
an entire generation of Hus s ian youth will again be lost from a 
~ewish standpoint. ( During the past d~cade since they started to 
arr1 ve l have yet ·to meet a single teenager or child in any of the 
numerous synagogues in the ~ortheast.) 

Facilitating their absorption through special campaigns such as 
•Passage to Freedom•, will as statea by the prominent New York Jewish 
leader, ha.bbi Lewiah Bernstein, assure their freedom te rapidly 
aas1m1late into the mainstream. Unle1a we succeed 1n diverting this 
new strea.a of Jews to lsrael we are aiding an4 ~betting their 

alienati•n by luring them with offers of greater asssia•noe 
upon reaching our shores. lsr ~el oannoi peeaibly match the •fringe 
benefits• whioh await them here. In lsrael,w1111ngly or unwillingly, 
'Ibey would remain Jew1 something which is very douottul here. 
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.No lase a leader than Natan Sharansky, the rancgnized 2rokes1t1an for Soviet Jewry, has repeatedly denounoe4 such spacial drives for resettling Russian Jews in the U.S. since they only encourage more"dropoutsn, • 
u1nce it is upparont that we have failed to •sell" uewish education to our Scviot brethren we should attempt to improve Jewish life in the 8oviet Union now that new winds are blowing across the Russian steppes and stop enticing them to come here so that they will opt for Ieraol whose visas enable them to leave "Mother huss1a• in the first plaoe. There they can share in building their own homeland. 
With every new sc,vi~t arr.1val 1n the u.s. we arc only undermining Iar~el 1 s corei and hictorioal oia1m as the Jew1ah h~meland. we are simply transferi.ng the l:iet, large, p•t.eIJt1ialreservo1r of immigrants for Israel fro~ one diaspora t~ anotheb one nhere they quickly d1acard what 11ttlo Jewish~ baggage• they bring with the■. 

Sincerely, 

Manfried Mauskopf 
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~/JI~ YA vlkv.,PA!P 
SENIOR RABBI 

Mr. Manfried Mauskopf 
2235 Hoffnagle Street 
Philadelphia, Pa., 19152 

Dear Mr. Mauskopt: 

Reform Congregation 

KENESETH ISRAEL 
York Road and Townsh i p L i ne 

ELKINS PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 19117 

June 7, 1989 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the 
enclosures about the absence of Russian immigrant children in 
our Jewish educational institutions. You are absolutely correct 
in recognizing this as a serious problem, and I share your fears 
about the possible assimilation of these people. 

I do not know whether you are aware of the 
fact that Federation is also deeply concerned about this problem. 
Along with the 11 P,assage to Freedom 11 campaign, everyone agrees 
that there must be much more emphasis on Jewish identity pro­
grams, especially education for children. Everyone also agrees 
that it would be far more desirable for the Russian Jews to go 
to Israel. But they cannot be coerced. The problem is a complex 
and very serious one. 

Thank you for your congratulations on my pre­
sidency of the Board of Rabbis. Please be assured that I shall 
be directing a lot of my attention to religious and cultural 
opportunities for Russian Jews in Philadelphia. 

µkc_ 
Simeon J. Maslin 

SJM:mb 
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another Palestinian state was made 
. acceptable before any talks and negotia­
tions had been carefully planned. This 
hasty talk with Arafat made the PLO 
the sole Palestinian authority. By what 
measure, by what Palestinian choice? 
Like the Central and South American 
terrorists who have slain thousands, 
every local Palestinian official who did 
not accept blind obedience to Arafat 
was murdered so that Arafat and his 

' crew of killers can claim to be the sole 
choice of the Palestinian people -

, gangland style. 

It is not enough for us to regret these 
developments. It's our duty to raise our 
voice, to write to the State Department 
and to President-elect Bush, giving our 
opinon of the regrettable developments. 
Joseph A.D. Sutton 

'Stranded' Jews evoke 
little sympathy here 

The current plight of the 1,000 
Russian Jewish families "stranded" in 
the Italian resort town of Ladispoli on 
the shores of the sunny Mediterranean 
Sea waiting to be granted "refugee 
status" by our government does not 
seem to arouse very much concern or 
sympathy in the American Jewish com­
munity. 

Their obstinacy in their refusal to 
proceed to Israel - whose visas enabled 
them to leave their Russian homeland -
is a sad commentary on their Jewish 
identity and their desire to raise their 
children as Jews. Would that our 
persecuted brethren in Syria, Yemen 
and • Ethiopia were in similar circum­
stances, faced with the "terrible" dilem-

. ma of choosing between . immediate 
absorption in Israel, whose soil they kiss 
upon arrival, or waiting indefinitely for 
American visas in an alien although 

pleasant land . 
Perhaps Isi Leibler is correct in his 

assessment (Dec. 23, 1988) that we 
should rearrange our priorities and 
concentrate on providing assistance to 
those Russian Jews who are determined 
to remain in the Soviet Union and build 
a vibrant Jewish cultural and religious 
life now that 'the authorities have 
loosened the reins of dictatorship. 

Heretofore, as he claims, we simply 
provided a passage to rapid assimilation 
in the West. With new winds blowing 
across the Russian steppes and tundras, 
a renaissance of Jewish life is possible so 
that in time the past glory and achieve­
ments of a once proud and creative 
Jewry m3y be restored. • 

The indestructible "Pintele Yid, " the 
eternal spark of Judaism that forever 
burns in each Jewish breast, may once 
again by rekindled into a bright flame if 
we utilize the opportunities that are 
slowly opening up un~ the new leader­
ship. Those who are··~ncere in their 
desire to reassert their Jewish identity 
and transmit their ancient heritage to 
their offspring will participate in this 
national rebirth or proceed to Israel to 
affirm their loyalty to our people. 

The others will continue to be at­
tracted to the "fleshpots" of the West­
ern world where they may, unhindered, 
be rapidly assimilated into the main­
stream. 
Manfried Mauskopf 

LETIERS ·yo THE EDITOR : 
All letters to the editor must be 

signed, although requests for 
anonymity will be . respected. We 
reserve the right to edit for style and 
length. Send letters to the Exponent. 
226 S. 16th St .• Phlladelphla, Pa. 
19102 .. 
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September 26. 1989 
26 Elul 5749 

·The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Senator from Massachusetts 
315 Russell 
Uwited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

The Senate's passage of new and more generous standards 
for the admission of Soviet Jews to the U•ited States 
is heartening. I am deeply grateful to you for all of 
your efforts in this realm of concern. 

Please accept heartfelt thank, in behalf of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the Jewish people, and on 
a personal level. You can always be counted on for soop­
eration and support of humanitarian efforts. 

With fond regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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KENNEDY EDWARD 
315 RUSSELL s.o,B • 
WASH DC 20510 21PH 

1•012218A2b4010 09/21/89 !CS lPMWGWJ WSH NVAA 
349 MGM CHWASHINGTON DC 100 09•21 0806P EDT 

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

I WANTED YOU TO KNOW THAT LAST NIGHT THE SENATF ADOPTED NEW 
AND HORE GENEROUS STANDARDS FOR ADMITTING sovI T JEWS TO THE 
UNITED STATES AS REFUGEES, 

THE LEGISLATION, WHICH SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERr. ANO I SPONSORED, 
WILL BRING NEW HOPE TO THE T~OUSA~OS OF REFUGEES NOW LANGUISHING 
IN ROME, AS WELL AS TO THE MANY OT~ERS STILL I~ THE SOVIET UNION 
WHO WILL BE SEEKING FREEDOM IN THE COMING VEAR . 

THIS IS A GRATIFYING FIRST STEP TOWARD REOEE~I~G OUR NATinN 1 S 
PROMISE TO THOUSANDS OF SOVIET JE~S WHO HAVE A~EN PERSECUTED 
TOO LONG. I LOOK FORWARD TO ITS P~OMPT ENACT~E~T. ANO TO FURTHER 
STEPS TO ENSURE THAT ~MERICA 1 S RESPONSE TO T~I~ NEED IS FULL ANn 
FAIR ANO PROt-1PT • 

TEO KENNEDY 

19:13 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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June 17, 

Alexander M. Schindler. Union of American He~rew Congregations 
President 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.10021 

Oear Rabbi A. Schindler: 

Your warm letter appeared to be such a nice addition to all the 

wondeful things that have been happening to us since the time we 

finally got together. Looking back right now we, from time to 

time, have to tell ourselves that everything around is real. We 

have met wonderful people, we have got good freinds. 

We are really honoured to have Linda and Lennard Thal as freinds, 

and we can tell you that they are the most beautiful people we have 

ever met. 

Our life struggle has not been over yet, but, after all, -that is what 

the human beings have been created for, so we enjoy it. 

We are looking forward to meeting with you, and if we ever can be 

of any help in your both small and global projects, the pleasure 

would be entirely ours. 

Again, let us thank you ever so much for the beautiful letter and 

good wishes. Hope to meet you in the nearest future. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ~ J/,wi»/y ~, 



Ms. Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

May 4, 1989 
29 Nisan 5749 

National Conference of Soviet Jewry 
10 East 40th Street 
Suite 907 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Shoshana: 

I am deeply grateful f.or our prompt response to my request. 
The information you were good enough to share with me is im­
portant and I am gra~eful for your offer to keep me informed 
as matters develop in reqard to this decree. 

Wi~h warmest reqards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



National Conference on Soviet Jewry 

CHAIRMAN 

SHOSHANA S . CARDIN 

April 28, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

(9 

Thank you again for your timely intervention and assurance. The 
enclosed is a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to existing 
legislation in the USSR. We have asked the State Department to give 
us the benefit of their analysis and have already received some analysis 
from Soviet Jews who are studying the implications and ramifications. 
The first impression is that in some ways this legislation may be even 
more restrictive and prohibitive with regard to demonstrations, public 
assemblies, or statements against government. I will keep you informed 
as to the latest reports with regard to this decree. 

Cordially, 

Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

SSC:rk 

Enclosure 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 10 EAST 40TH STREET, SUITE 907 , NEW YORK , N .Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 1522 K STREET, N .W., SUITE 1100, WASHINGTON , D .C . 20005 • (202) 898-2500 



Ms. Shoshana Cardin 
3624 Anton Farms Road 
Pikesville. MD 21208 

Dear Shoshana: 

April 25. 1989 
20 Nisan 5749 

It was good chatting with you. 

During our conversation you mentioned new restrictive 
legislation which has been promulgated in the Soviet 
Union. Please bring me up to date. 

With appreciation in advance and warm regards, I m 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Mr. Albert Vorspan 

May 4, 1989 
29 Nisan 5749 

You will recall that Shoshana CArdin called me uo to express 
her concerns about our resolution on the Jackson-Vanek Amend­
ment. She told me that the Soviet Union is considering even 
more rastrictive legislation which would make it advisable 
not to yield on that point. 

I attach a copy of the newly promulgated amendment to ex­
isting legislation in the u.s.S.R. Shoshana is waiting anal­
ysis from the State Department. Soviet Jews who have looked 
at tbis proposed amena.n.nt and commented concerning its im­
plications and ramifications tell that in some ways this 
legislation may be even more restrictive and orohibitive if 
with regard to demonstrations, public assEr.blies or statr­
ments against the government. 

I just want to keep you abTeats. 

This will also remind you that Shoshana indicated that she 
would be more than happy to attend our Biennial. 

Obviously, this information should go to.,the Resolutions 
Committee or whatever committee willa:::t on the proposal of 
the Social Actions Commission. 

Thank you. 




