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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 12121 249 0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

RABBI PHILIP HIAT 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

September 15, 1988 
4 Tishri 5749 

Dr. Valeri P. Leonov 
Director of the Libr_ary of the 

Academy of Sciences of the u.s.s.R. 

Dear Dr. Leonov: 

We were pleased to share the visit of Dr. Shimon 
M. Iakerson on his recent visit to the United 
States. We were glad to pick up our last con­
versation that we had with him in our visit to 
Leningrad last December. 

We are pleased to note that Columbia University 
has extended an invitation to Dr. Iakerson to 
visit again. In this regard we, the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the parent body 
of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, is pleaseq to accept the financial 
responsibility of Dr. Iakerson's visit to the 
United States. 

The importance of this forthcoming visit under­
scores the critical work which Dr. Iakerson is 
engaged in, and the hope of strengthening the 
bonds of our forthcoming work at the Institute 
of Oriental Studies in Leningrad. We hopefully 
will be visiting again to contine our academic 
exchange in the Institute at Leningrad, the 
early part of next year. 

We thank you for any courtesies that can be ex­
tended to Dr. Iakerson to continue these historic 
endeavors between our two institutions. 
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As per our phone conversation, here is a progress report on 
the Soviet project: 

You will recall that the general agreement reached in April 
provides for the following two projects: 

1. The reproduction of the vast cultural treasures in Soviet 
libraries and archives, including manuscripts, books, and 
ethnographic materials so that they are preser.ved for 
posterity and accessible to scholars the world over. 

2- The opening of an institution, initially staffed by 
Western scholars, to train a new generation of Soviet Jewish 
scholars and r4bbis. 

The following has been done to facilitate implementation of 
these two immensely important undertaking$: 

1. Coordinator: We hav8 hired a coordinator for the project. 
He is Professor Yakov Rabkin, who speaks and writes a fluent 
Russian, English, French, Sp4nish and Hebrew. He is a 
professor of History of Science at Montreal University to 
which he is returning from a sabbatioal in Jerusalem. More to 
the point, he is an expert on East-West scientific exchanges 
and has written a book on the subject. Rabkin will be 
coordinating the project from Montreal, a location ~hich 
~rovides some advantages. 

2. Negotiations: Rabkin was invited to Moscow in August by 
Evgeny Velikhov in order to continue negotiations. Rabkin 
spent many hours with the Russians and came away convinced 
that the Russians are bent upon early implementation of the 
agreement. In fact, the Russians made a specific proposal to 
house the rabbinical seminary in the form of a Judaic Studies 
Center within the framework of a new Academy of World 
Civilizations to be opened in Moscow. This Academy will be 
under international auspices and is affiliated with The World 
Laboratory. It is conceivable that the first class can get 
underway as early as February 1989. 

The Soviets also made specific proposals about implementing 
the Library Project, and here too, Prof. Rabkin reports a 
genuine interest in facilitating it. 

Total pages including this one: ---=~==--- FAX: 972-2-248783 
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It is likely that Rabbi Steinsaltz will be heading a 
delegation of international library experts on an official 
visit to Moscow beginning October 10th. Thus, his visit will 
overlap that of the Global Forum Steering Committee. lt is 
anticipated that, in addition to advancing the negotiations, 
the rabbi will be invited to give a series of public 
lectures, something new indeed for the Russians. 

3. Advocacy: Meanwhile, we have been organizing committees of 
institutions and key individuals whose perceived 3upport 
could facilitate the negotiations. You are already familiar 
with the impressive group of libraries that have lent their 
support; from the O.S. Library of Cong~ass and the N.Y. 
Public Library to the libraries of Cambridge, The Sorbonne, 
and Oxford. Among the individuals, we are particularly 
inter8sted in world-class businessmen, especially those with 
trade-relations with the Soviets. One such individual who has 
joined the Bo4rd is Robert Maxwall, the English press baron, 
who has personal relations with the Soviet · leadership. 

4. Library Data: In par4llel, we have begun accumulating 
information about the Soviet Judaica librarie3 to give us 
some idea of where to look and approximately what we can hope 
to find. Some of the information coMes from pre-Revolutionary 
catalogues; others from individual access here and there to 
various libraries and arohive3. Collaborating Western 
libr~ries have been quite helpful. The Soviets are talking 
about an understanding which would allow for the reproduction 
of an enormous range of cultural materials, not only 
specifically Judaic material. The materials involved are of 
acute interest to scholars of religion as well as to histor­
ians, social scientists, ethnographers, art scholars, etc. 

5. Manpower: We must also begin preparing a list of 
individuals who are willing to spend an extended period 
researching and teaching in the Soviet Onion. We have already 
located some outstanding scholars and master teachers from 
the great universities who are prepared to spend several 
months working in the Soviet Union. 

6. Technology: It appears that we will most likely be using a 
laser-dise computer system to record the vast quantitie$ of 
data. The technology provides for automatic retrieval as well 
as stor~ge. 
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We know that the road toNard implementation of the agreement 

may be difficult and could still lead to many 

disappointments. But after the Rabkin visit, we are somewhat 

more optimistic. Certainly, the discreet intervention of 

respected friends can only enhance the negotiations. 

We therefore suggest that Father Dolan might ~xpres$ his 

satisfaction at the Soviet initiati~e when talking to the 

Russians and offer his judgement that the implementation of 

the agreements will be warmly welcomed by a broad array of 

Western interests. I do not think he need do more than that 

since our own delegation should arrive shortly thereafter. In 

talking to the Russians one must bear in mind that these 

initiatives are being undertaken because the Soviets believe 

that they are in the best Soviet interests, not only vis-a­

vis the West. It is appropriate for us to exhibit keen 

interest but not over-eaqerneaa. 

Similarly, the resolution that you suggest for the Steering 

Committee, in its Moscow meeting, to endorse the 

est4blishment of the Academy and of its Judaic component, 

could be a most effective gesture. We feel that every effort 

should be made to help Academician Velikhov attain his 

objective of launching the Academy of World Civilizations in 

February 1989. For our part, we will do cur best to comply 

with this deadline in organizing our aspect of the Academy's 

activities. 

Our delegation should be able to contact yours in Moscow in 

case anything new develops in the few days before the 

Steering Committee meeting. In any case, Academician Velikhov ­

is likely to arrange for a get-together during that time. 

Warm regards. ♦ 



JUDAICA IN SOVIET UNION TO BE RESEARCHED 

A massive scholarly project -- to research all the Judaica in the Soviet 
Union -- is now under way. The historic undertaking is the result of an 
agreement between Dr. Evguenij Velikhov, Vice Chairman of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, and world-renowned Talmudic scholar Rabbi Adin 
Steinsaltz, founder-director of the Israel Institute of Talmudic Publications 
in Jerusalem. An international team of scholars under the direction of 
Rabbi Steinsaltz will collaborate with the Academy of Sciences to identify, 
catalogue and record the enormous collections. 

Rabbi Steinsaltz and Dr. Velikhov reached the decision to launch this 
initiative during a private meeting held at Oxford while . they participated 
in the world conference there last April of the Global Forum of Spiritual 
and Parliamentary Leaders on Human Survival. 

Rabbi Steinsaltz will be visiting Moscow and Leningrad from October 10-22 
to hold preliminary meetings on the project. With him is an international 
group of library experts, including specialists in library photographic 
processes who will make a trial run of reproducing documents. 

Soviet libraries and archives contain a vast amount of Judaica, including 
over 180,000 manuscripts, rare books, musical recordings, artifacts and 
other ethnographic materials, some going back as much as 1,000 years. The 
great range of cultural materials promises to shed light not only on the 
history of Judaism, but of other traditions including Islam. The materials 
are of interest not only to scholars of religion but to historians, art 
historians, social scientists, and ethnographers. Initial inquiries by the 
research team have turned up materials from pre-Revolutionary 
catalogues as well as from many different libraries and archives. 

The treasure troves of Judaica have been sought by libraries and scholars 
throughout the world for fifty years. There has been a trickle of microfilm 
exchanges between ·Soviet and Western libraries in the past, but this has 
represented a tiny portion of the material which exists. Now, under the 
new agreement, all the material will become accessible to scholars 
everywhere. 



Among the great cultural institutions of the world that have indicated 
readiness to participate in the enormous project are: 

Bibliotheque de !'Alliance Israelite Francaise 
Bodleian Library, Oxford University 
British Library 
Geneva University Library 
New York Public Library 
Royal Library of Copenhagen 
U. S. Library of Congress 
YIVO Institute 

Advanced computer technology will be used to inventory, organize and 

record the materials in data banks so that they are preserved for posterity 

and available for the benefit of researchers from any part of the world. 

The use of a laser-disc computer system will provide for ~utomatic 

retrieval as well as storage of very large quantities of information. 

The project will be coordinated from Montreal by Professor Yakov Rabkin, 

a professor of the history of science at the University of Montreal and an 

expert on East-West scientific exchanges. 

Plans have been discussed for the inauguration of a Judaic Studies Center 

which would be part of a new Academy of World Civilizations to be 
established in Moscow. The academy will be under international auspices 
and affiliated to the World Laboratory. The Judaic Studies Center could 

then serve as a base for training a new generation of Judaica scholars in 

the Soviet Union. 

Prepared October 11, 1988 

*** 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 1212) 249-0100 

TELECOPIER COVER LETTER 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGE(S) TO: 

NAME: Dr. Wesley Fischer 

LOCATION: Princeton6 NJ 

FAX NUMBER: (609) 683-J 5] 1 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 4 (four) INCLUDING THIS COVER LETTER. 

OUR FAX NUMBER IS (212) 570-0895 

WE ARE SENDING FROM A FAX PHONE 20 

If you do not receive all of the pages, please call our of~ice 

number and the noted e x tension immediately. Thank you. 

UAHC - (212) 249-0100 Extension: 210 or 211 

DATE: June 15, 1988 
30 Sivan 5748 

TIME: 10:37 AM 



ISRAELI PRESS HIGHLIGHTS Institute of Human Relations 
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New York, NY 10022 

A Weekly Review of the Israeli Press by the Israel Office of The American Jewish Committee 

May 30, 1988 

ISRAEL AND JEWISH EMIGRATION FROM THE SOVIET UNION 

The Israeli leadership and public have long been troubled by the high "drop-out" rate among 
Jews who emigrate from the Soviet Union on Israeli visas. After arriving in Vienna, the vast 
majority in recent years have continued on to countries other than Israel, most frequently to 
the United States. 

There have been numerous proposals advocating that Russian Jewish immigrants be flown 
directly from the USSR to Israel, but the Soviet authorities have never before agreed to such 
a procedure. Furthermore, direct flights have generally been opposed by American Jewish 
organizations involved with this issue. 

Last month, it was reported that only five per cent of the Jews leaving the Soviet Union on 
Israeli visas actually came to Israel. In reaction to such a high drop-out rate, Israel 
recently announced that it would henceforth issue visas to emigrating Soviet Jews only at its 
embassy in Bucharest, to which these Jews would come by means of non-immigrant Soviet exit 
visas. This decision led to a debate in the Knesset last week and to some media comment. 

Dan Margalit writes in Ha'aretz (May 27): "A week before the Reagan-Gorbachev Summit, the 
"Let My People Go" placards are being taken out from the storehouses of the Jewish people 
throughout the world. But even those who are to bear those placards see something dated in 
them . . . Over the last year there has been a strengthening of the trend to demand of the 
Soviets not only that they grant their Jews the right to emigrate, but also the right to 
conduct full Jewish-cultural lives in the Soviet Union itself. The feeling is that the era of 
glasnost and perestroika poses a social and political challenge to many Jews who would like to 
take part in a refashioning of Soviet society. Such feelings certainly weaken the desire to 
emigrate and especially to make aliya [immigrate] to Israel. 

"It is on this backdrop that an interesting political alliance was formed in the Knesset 
between the [Labor] Alignment's Shevah Weiss and the Citizens' Rights Movement's Yossi Sarid 
-- backed on the outside by such noted Russian olim [immigrants] as Natan Sharansky and 
Ida Nude!. Opposing them were Uzi Landau and Ronni Milo of the Likud with the support of 
Herut activists from among the Russian olim. The issue in contention was the government's 
intention of issuing visas to Russian Jews only in Bucharest to ensure that all the recipients 
of such visas do indeed come first to Israel. 
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"The former's argument is based on humane Jewish values: Israel should help any Jew who 
wants to leave the Soviet Union to do so. It would of course be better if such Jews would 
come to Israel, but that should not be a condition for extending assistance. If a Russian 
Jewish immigrant prefers going to the U.S., that is regrettable, but it is nonetheless better 
than if he continues living in the Soviet Union against his will. In addition, the chance of 
his leading a Jewish life in Boston is better than his chance of doing so in Kiev. Therefore, 
Jews should not be compelled to come to Israel -- a demand which would serve to give Israel 
the image of a closed, fanatical and compulsory society. 

"Landau and Milo, who represented the government in the Knesset debate, cited experts who 
doubted that Jewish assimilation was any faster in Leningrad than in San Francisco. Besides, 
a Zionist state was not a travel agency to facilitate the movement of Jews from one exile to 
another. Israel was paying a heavy political price for its fight for Soviet Jewry; at times she 
was being forced to intensify her conflict with the Soviet Union; she was becoming more than 
ever beholden to Western political leaders, such as George Shultz, who have joined that 
struggle; and she was running the cohstant danger that Gorbachev may be tempted to rip the 
facade off the Israeli claim that all of this was being done for the purpose of 'reuniting 
Jewish families.' Under the pressure of demands for similar concessions by other national 
minorities in the Soviet Union, the Kremlin may one day be tempted to shut the doors 
entirely in the face of all Jews who want to leave. 

"It seems to me that there is no basis to the claims of Weiss and Sarid that Israel is denying 
Soviet Jews their freedom of choice. No one is forcing them to stay in Israel. Anyone who 
wants to leave Israel can do so, just as other Israelis who were not born in the Soviet Union 
can. The real problem is a very different one: if as a condition of the visa issued in 
Bucharest, the Soviet emigrants will be required to come first to Israel, they will lose their 
status as refugees in the eyes of American officials, and will thereby forfeit certain economic 
advantages accorded by the Americans only to political refugees. 

"The debate has both practical aspects and those of principle. It is reasonable to assume 
that some of the Russian Jews who will come to Israel will adapt to Israeli society, and will 
prefer to remain here. There is no chance of that happening for those Jews who go from 
Vienna directly to New York without stopping over in Israel. Israel is entitled to at least be 
given a fair try by those who have been helped by her. 

"But there is also a question of principle involved. Once Israel has been set up as the state 
of the Jews with a Zionist identity, it simply cannot agree with an assumption that Jews 
should be considered political refugees anywhere in the world. For they have a safe asylum 
in Israel; as the First Zionist Congress envisioned, the future Jewish state would be ready to 
admit all Jews in need with open arms. For Israel to agree with the definition of Russian 
Jews who choose to emigrate to the U.S. as harried refugees flies in the face of her own 
self-identity as a Zionist state." 

Avraham Tirosh writes in Ma'ariv (May 27): "The drop-out rate began to rise in the mid-
1970s and several proposals were suggested to fight it. All were in effect dropped because we 
wanted to avoid an internal Jewish fight and a possible confrontation with the American 
administration. Implementation of the proposal for direct flights from Moscow to Israel was 
always dependent on Soviet agreement. The financier Armand Hammer originally got Brezhnev 
to agree to the proposal, but he later went back on his agreement, claiming that his 
colleagues were opposed. At that time the idea of directing all of the immigrants through 
Bucharest came up. The truth is, Russian emigrants have also been coming by train through 
Bucharest since the early 1980s. Several years ago Israel wanted to make the Bucharest route 
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the exclusive one. Rumania agreed, on condition that the Soviets also agree. The Soviets 
were prepared that this be one of the routes, but rejected the Israeli insistence that it be the 
only one, for fear of provoking criticism from the West. 

"The new proposal requires no prior agreement, for under international law every country is 
free to decide where it will issue its entry visas. Israel will thus issue them only at its 
embassy in Bucharest, the Soviets will give the emigrants non-emigrant exist visas, and the 
Rumanians will give them transit visas valid only for travel from Rumania to Israel. 

"In the past, the moral issue of principle that was raised was that all the proposals entailed 
depriving the Russian Jewish emigrants of their freedom of choice. It was also feared that 
such arrangements would dissuade the Jews from leaving the Soviet Union, and they would 
thus be placing themselves in potential jeopardy. Those arguments no longer hold. First of 
all, it has been possible, for the past few months, to emigrate from the Soviet Union to 
reunite with families in other countries. Secondly, the dangers facing Soviet Jewry today are 
not much different from the situation of Jewish communities in other countries. 

"The new proposal is justified. But while it may be an effective gimmick against drop-outs, it 
will not be an effective spur to aliya. The painful fact is that very few Soviet Jews today 
want to come on aliya to Israel. There is a long-term way to contend with that problem: the 
encouragement of Jewish culture and education, and the teaching of the Hebrew language and 
Judaism. These are investments that will pay off in the long run. True, it is not easy to 
carry out such a program in the Soviet Union. But that is what Israel and the Jewish people 
shou d be fighting for." 

In connection with speculation regarding changes in Soviet policy on Jewish cultural 
development in the Soviet Union, Charles Hoffman writes in the Jerusalem Post (May 27): 
"Talmudic scholar Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, head of the Israel Institute for Talmudic Publications, 
announced in Jerusalem that the USSR Academy of Sciences has agreed to collaborate with a 
team of Western scholars under his direction in examining the vast treasures of Judaica in the 
Soviet Union that have been closed to outsiders for 70 years. Some members of the team, he 
said, would stay on in Russia to form the basis of an institution to train a new generation of 
Soviet Jewish scholars and religious leaders. 'We can't overestimate the importance of this 
development for the renewal of Jewish cultural and religious life there,' Steinsaltz said. 

"'Rabbinical academies have not operated openly in Russia since the 1920s', he 
that 'the Soviets may find it easier to connect this institution to the University of Moscow,' 
instead of establishing it as an independent body. This dual project, which Steinsaltz 
·nitiated, took shape over the past several months with the help of U.S. Secretary of Stat 

eorge Shultz. Steinsaltz said that he had reason to believe that the project will 
d ussed at the current summit, although he was not sure at what level. The first maj 
ad ance occurred last month when Steinsaltz had preliminary talks with the Vice Chairman f 
th USSR Academy of Sciences, Eugeny Velikhov, while they were attending a conference t 
0 ord University. Since then he has maintained contact with Velikhov and travelled o 
lib aries and institutes in Europe and the U.S. to put together the international team f 

collections of Judaica in Soviet libraries that exist nowhere else and some are f 
e rmous value. The team of scholars is to organize and record these materials usin 
ad anced computer technology, so that they will be available to researchers all over the world. 

"Th project could start within the next year, although there is still much red tape to cu 



through in the Soviet Union. taking part are the Bibliotheque de l'Alliance 
Israelite Francaise, the Bodleian Library a!.-ji!9xtisql, the British Library, the Geneva University 
Library, the Israel National Library, the al Li ary of Copenhagen, the New York Public 
Library, the U.S. Library of Congress, and th YNO Ins 'tute." 

edited by Gary Wolf 
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To Columbia University 

in the city of New York 

Dr. Shimon M. Iak:erson is the Chief of the Hebrew books 

department of the Library of the Academy of Sciences of the 

USSR at the Leningrad Branch of the Institute of Oriental Stu­

dies of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. His scientific 

reseach deals with the study and description of the Hebrew 

manuscripts and first-printed books. He has published two 

books concerning this problem, the last beeing 11 Hebrew Incu­

nabula" (Leningrad, 1988). 

At the moment he is collecting a material on the topic 

11Colophones of the Hebrew manuscripts and first-printed books". 

The Library of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR will be 

grateful of its possible to arrange and help to Dr. Iakerson 

during his stay in the USA. 

Dr. N. Kopaneva 

Learned Secretary 
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Books damaged in a fire set out to dry at the library of the National Academy of Sciences in Leningrad. 

Library Lost 
400,000 Books 
In Soviet.Fire 

Library Fire Leaves Pall in Leningrad 

By PHILIP TAUBMAN 
Spetilll 10 Tht New York Tima 

LENINGRAD. March 30 - The fire 
started about 8 P.M. By dawn the Ii· 
brary of the NatJonal Academy of Sci­
ences, founded by Peter the Great in 
J7J ◄, was an inferno of burning books 
and newspapers. 

Library employees wa1ched in hor• 
ror on the night of Feb. 14, a Sunday, as 
flames consumed whole rooms of 
books, including irreplaceable 17th·, 
18th- and 19th-ceotury scientific col­
lections. 

"The library looked like a furnace, " 
recalled Lyudmila Petrov, head or the 
rare books department, this week. 

By the time the fire was put out late 
the next afternoon the library court• 
yard was buried under a mountain or 
smoldering books and newspapers 
thrown from the windows by firemen 
as they fought the blaze. 

400,000 Books Desi royed 

The first official accounts of the fire 
suggested hule damage - the li­
brary's acung director has denied a 
Soviet scholar's published assertion 
that there was an initial coverup - but

1 
a visit to Leningrad this week con­
firmed more recenl reports in the 
Soviet press that the fire was cata•. 

Conllnued From Page Al 

mold and 7.5 million are in need of pre­
venuve care to block the spread of fun-
gus. 

The Leningrad library, the main Ji­
brary or the Soviet Academy of Sci­
ences since the Bolshevik Revolution, 
has grown from Peter the Great's day 
to become one of the world's largest, 
housing more than 17.5 million vol­
umes. Twelve million were stored in 
the building ravaged by fire. 

The loss has reverberated through­
out the international library com­
munity like.a death in the family. 

Book restoration expens from 
abroad, including three from the 
United States, one of them from the Li­
brary of Congress, have gathered here 
Lo help. Offers or additional help have 
come from dozens or foreign institu­
tions, among them the New York Pub­
lic Library and the Harvard University 
libraries. 

But the loss has been felt most 
acutely al home. Russians admire 
their books with a passion that is some­
times difficult for foreigners to under-
stand. ' 

In a culture not yet dominated by 
televls1on, and without many of the en• 
tertainment opuons available in the 
West, books retain a special hold on the 
Russian imagination. 

As news of the fire spread through 
Leningrad, thousands of citizens came 
10 the library offering 10 help sort 
through the debris and assist in the 
daunung job of drying millions of vol­
umes damaged by water that was 
poured into the library \for 19 hours by 

strophic. 40 fire brigades. 
Six weeks after the fire, workers are More than JS ooo volunteers have 

sLill sifting through the blackened de-= worked at the iibrary in the weeks 
bris, searching for scraps of print thal since the blaze, according to the acting 
survived intact director, Valery P. Leonov. 

Library officials said 400,000 books -Director Is Hospllallzed 
were destroyed, 3.6 milllo~ were dam-· The director, Vladimir A. Filov. was 
aged by water, 10,000 were damaged by hospnahzed Immediately after the fire, 

---- } reportedly w11h a heart problem. 
Conunued on Page A4, Column 4 ~ one or the country's leading 

=============, scholars, Dmitri S. Likhachev, charged 
this month that the library initially 
tried to disguise the extent of damage 
and called in a bulldozer to clear away 

. some of the debris, including sa1vage­
able books. 

Although officially reopened In mid- Mr. Leonov said the fire started ·m 
March, the library is able to conduct the library's newspaper reposllory. He 
only a pan of Its normal business. said the cause remained unknown. 

Th~ six-story, concrete library build- Mr. Leonov said an inventory of dc­
ing, situated on Vasilyevsky Island, one stroyed and damaged books was slill 
of the oldest districts of this former Im• being prepared, bu1 reported thaL the 
perlal capital, is still permeated with fire had burned through 190,000 foreign 
the smell of smoke. volumes rriaintained in the Baer collec-

Hallways are filled with makeshift tion, named after a former curat0r. 
bookshelves covered . with volumes Karl Baer. The rest of the burned books 
bent open to speed drying. ~er books were Russian, he said. • 
hang llke clothes from Imes Slrung Mr. Likhachev said m his article that 
~!~ '::.1os::~~~~is~oaring fans pump ~e fire, had also wiped out some of the 

outside In the courtyard, five work• ~~iia1
6 w~1::~t~~~e~;1t~"~e~~uc~~d~~~ =::i:b~ i;:~:i~~d ~re =~tau;d the libraries ~f .the D~kes of Kurlandia 

newspapers into 8 large trash bin In the and the Radz~w1ll family. . . 
chill spring air. Periodically, one of the The founding core of the library, 
men would spot a surviving page and more .than 1,500 books donated by 
gently pluck it from the rubble. Peter th~ Great, was not damaged. 

Jn an article published by Knizhnoye 
Obozremye, one of the Soviet Union's 
main literary reviews, Mr. Likhachev 
called the fire "a national ca1amlty" 
that library officials tried to cover up 
in the same way the Government first 

• -~w~-1o',"-""''_.,_..~...,. .. •~-....,...,~ .. ,. .. "".;._.;.. ~.,\.A'"~-.. ............ .,..,;u.. tried lO minimize the damage and dan­
gers of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster 

r--e.======--1 in 1986. 
Mr. Leonov, who was among those 

criticized by Mr. Likhachev, denied the 
accusauon In an interview at the li· 
brary Tuesday. He called Mr. Likha• 
chev's account "an erroneous and inex• 
... ,, ,,hi, .,l!'lf'" nn lh" hhr,r\''c; intrPri-

The He'll York T1meslP•ul HOKll'OS 

Books soaked by water from fire hoses drying in the main reading 

I -~,.. - · 
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We would like at this point to make brief mention of the interesting 

works of Adolf Pavlovich Yushkevich (born 1906) and Boris Abramovich 

Rozenfeld (born l 917). Both of them were mathematicians by training 

(Yushkevich graduated from the mathematical -physics department of 

Moscow University in 1929, Rozenfeld from the mathematical -mechanics 

department in 1939) . They did work on the history of mathematics in 

Eastern countries in the Middle Ages. Since 1957 Yushkevich has been a 

member of the International Academy of the History of Science and was its 

president in the period 1966-69 ; he has published about 200 books and ar ­

ticles. Some of these works were written jointly by these two authors, main­

ly as publications with commentaries of the mathematical works of Omar 

Khayyam, Nasir ad -Din at -Tusi , Biruni, etc. 1
t

9 

Hebrew and Semitic studies 

Let us now move on to a consideration of the role of Jewish Orien ­
talists in the foundation and development of Hebrew and Semitic studies in 

the USSR. Here we should mention first of all the scholars who laid the 

foundations of Hebrew studies in Russia: D.A. Khvolson (1819-191 l) and 

A.Ya. Garkavi (1835 -1919), whose work belongs to the pre-Revolutionary 

period. In a collection of essays published to mark the 150th anniversary of 

the foundation of the Academy of Sciences Asiatic Museum, K. B. Starkova 

writes in the section 'Hebrew studies' : 'The foremost of the Russian Hebrew 

and Semitic scholars connected with the Asiatic Museum was Daniel 

Uoseph) Abramovich Khvolson , whose personality and work determined 

the future course of development of Hebrew and Semitic studies for many 

decades, both within the Academy of Sciences and the university.' 1
'

0 The 

work of Abraham (Albert) Yakovlevich Garkavi was connected with 

Petersburg Public Library (from 1877 till his death), since , being unwilling 

to convert to Russian Orthodoxy, he was compelled to leave the chair in 

the history of the Ancient East which had been offered him in 1870 and to 

give up his university career. i,i 
After Garkavi's death, from 1919 to 1921 the keeper of Hebrew 

manuscripts in the Petrograd Public Library was David Hillelevich Maggid 

------(1862-1942?). He published a whole series of books on the history of the 

Jews, Jewish literature and bibliography, Jewish art, and also on the history 

and folklore of the various Jewish ethnic groups in Russia-(the Caucasian 

and Crimean Jews). From 1925 he taught Modern Hebrew and Biblical 

studies at Leningrad University . He published certa~ manuscr_i_pts in the 

collection of the Public Library, including some-poems by-rnfaieval Jewish 

poets . Right up to the time of his death he was one of the few connecting 
links between Palestinian scholars and the Hebrew manuscripts in Len-
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ingrad . He used to send copied extracts from the manuscripts and also 

photographs of them to Jewish scholars and writers living in Palestine, and 

compiled for them lists of manuscripts relating to particular themes. A 

large number of literary texts were published from copies made by him. In 

addition he was one of the very few scholars who, while living and working 

in the Soviet Union, had works published abroad. 

In 1892 the Asiatic Museum was presented with the collection of 

Hebrew books and manuscripts belonging to L.P. Friedland. 132 There were 

two conditions attached to the presentation: the Asiatic Museum was 

obliged to produce an inventory and a systematization of the library and 

publish a catalogue of it; and to carry out this work it had to take on as a 

part -time staff member the bibliographer and Hebrew scholar Samuel 

Eremeevich Wiener (1860 -1929) who had previously worked for Friedland 

in the selection of the library's collection. 133 Between 1893 and 1918 as a 

result of S.E. Wiener's activities there were published seven volumes of the 

catalogue of Hebrew books of the 'Bibliotheca Friedlandiana', covering the 

letters Aleph to Kaph. 154 This catalogue contained only printed books, 

while Friedland's library, according to the information given by Wiener in 

the Preface to the first volume of the catalogue, included about 10,000 

books and more than 300 manuscri ts . 135 After Wiener's death the work 

proceede y its and starts (see below . Still, the scholarly importance of 

Wiener·s catalogue can scarcely be exaggerated. In a historical survey of 

the Hebrew book, published in Jerusalem in 1975, the authors , R. Posner 

and I. Ta-Shema, write that Wiener's catalogue is 'almost without prece­

dent in his excellent sense of bibliographical discipline ... His 

bibliographical annotations. phrased with extreme brevity, are so much to 

the point that to this day it is generally possible with their aid to identify 

"difficult" problematic volumes as if Wiener's own copies were lying in 

front of us'. m 
Soon after the Revolution a special Hebrew section was formed at the 

Asiatic Museum, the keeper of which was, after I 924, the Hebrew scholar 

M.N. Sokolov, a pupil of P.K. Kokovtsov . 157 He continued the work of 

cataloguing the collection of the ' Bibliotheca Friedlandiana', making a 

start on an inventory of the manuscripts . After the foundation of the In­

stitute of Oriental Studies in 1930 the Hebrew section was transformed into 

the Hebrew study group , which was planned not only to systematize and 

inventorize the book and manuscript collections in Hebrew but also to 

carry out research both in Hebrew studies and on modern Jewry . The 

Hebrew study group was abolished in 1937 and in its place was formed the 

study group on the Ancient Orient headed by V. V. Struve. 138 From that 

time Hebrew studies ceased to exist independently from an organizational 

point of view in the structure of the USSR Academy of Sciences, and were 

l 
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included partly in the study group on the Ancient Orient and partly in the 

Arabic study group headed by I. Yu. Krachkovsky 1:s~ (dealing with Semitic 

studies) . • 

In 1932 JG. Bender and Yu .O . Solodukho joined the staff of the 

Hebrew study group. Joseph Genrikhovich Bender (1900 -41) graduated 

from the department of Eastern languages at Petersburg University , where 

his teachers had been Kokovtsov, Krachkovsky and Struve. His first 

published article was devoted to research into Biblical sources. 140 His main 

work in the Hebrew study group was the preparation of the next volumes of 

the catalogue of Friedland's library for publication . In 1936 he published -----r 

the eighth volume (the letter Lamed) 141 and completed the preparation of 

volumes 9 and 10 . But, as K. B. Starkova indicate~, 14
i the war prevented 

publication, and they have remained unpublished. 14
j After the transfor-

mation of the l lebrew study group into the Ancient Orient study group in 

1937 Bender worked on the decipherment of the newly discovered Ugaritic 

texts . Besides this he was gathering material for a book on Judaea in the 

7th-5th centuries BC. JG . Bender was kill ed during the blockade of Len-

ingrad , without managing to comple te his work. K. B. Starkova writes of 

him : 'He was a born historiographer, and moreover with a very wide 

range, as is shown by his Candidate of Sciences dissertation, which deals 

with Azariah dei Rossi, a Jewish historian of the Renaissance period . .i -c:4:::;'h~,.,,,,!!!1!!!1-==-

Yudel Orelevich Solodukho ( 1877 -1963) received a traditional Jewish 

upbringing. In 1907 he passed as an external candidate the examinations 

for the full course at the Teacher's Institute in Riga . After that he taught 

in Jewish schools, gave private lessons and contributed to Jewish journals 

and newspapers. His work in the Hebrew study group concerned 

problems of the social history and of the early medieval period of Jewish 

society in Near Eastern countries. 14 5 He had a fluent command of Hebrew 

and Aramaic and a thorough knowledge of the Jewish oral tradition , and 

thus was able to use the Mishnah, Talmud and Midrashim as primary 

sources for his research. In his works he put forward the idea that codes of 

Jewish canonical law often reflect the legal norms and social structure of 

the peoples amongst which the Jews lived at that time, and can therefore 

be used as sources for th_e history of these peoples. 1~b In 1935 he d~fended 

his dissertation on 'Slavery in Jewish Society in Iraq and Syria in the 2nd-

5th Centuries AD' . 147 After the war (he worked as a research assistant at the 

Institute of Oriental Studies till 1950) he published a number of articles , 

which continued and developed the treatment of the problems of his 

chosen theme. 148 

The work of listing and systematizing Hebrew manuscripts, which had 

been started by M .N. Sokolov, was taken up in 1936 by Jonah losifovich 

(Osipovich) Gintsburg(187l -l942) . In 1905 he graduated from the depart-
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ment of Oriental languages at Petersburg University and in 1934 started 
work at the USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies. Be­
tween 1936 and 1941 he compiled a systematic inventory of all the 
manuscripts in the Hebrew collection of the Institute of Oriental Studies .149 

By the start of the war the catalogue was ready in typescript with indices of 
authors and works in manuscript. 150 At the same time I. I. Gints­
burg published a number of articles relating to certain important copies of 
Jewish and Jewish -Arabic manuscripts in the collection of the Institute of 
Oriental Studies. 15 1 K. B. Starkova says that the most important of Gints­
burg's works was his study of the unique Hebrew translation of Boethius's 
'On the Consolation of Philosophy" 52 In the spring of 1942 Gintsburg died 
in besieged Leningrad, unable to withstand the ordeals of the blockade. In 
his Ocherki po 1'storzi russkoy arabi'stiki (Outline of the History of Arabic 
Studies in Russia) I. Yu . Krachkovsky wrote of his passing: 

May 1942 took away I.I. Gintsburg (born 1871), one of the oldest of P.K. 
Kokovtsov's pupils, who had had a very hard and taxing life . He was not con ­
spicuously gifted , but he labored with great enthusiasm and persistence 
mainly in the field of Jewish -Arabic medieval philosophy ; his last major work 
was his study of the De Consolatione Philosophiae by Boethius in relation to 
little-known Hebrew versions. Even in besieged Leningrad he continued 
preparing for publication a lar~e catalogue of the Hebrew manuscripts of the 
Institute of Oriental Studies. 15 

Also worth mention are the works of the talented Leningrad 
Semitologist who died young - Yakov Solomonovich Vilenchik (1902 -39) . 
In his childhood he lost his hearing as a result of serious shell -shock at the 
start of the First World War. But in spite of this Vilenchik not only manag­
ed to complete his secondary school education but also to receive special 
linguistic education in Leningrad University. He chose Semitology as his 
specialization; he had long felt that this subject was his vocation , and this 
helped him overcome all the many obstacles which lay in his path . 
Academician I. Yu . Krachkovsky in a commemorative notice about his 
pupil writes about how difficult it was for Vilenchik: 

to overcome the scepticism of scholars in this field, who were nonplussed at 
this unusual phenomenon and sometimes considered fantastic the very idea 
of someone stone-deaf going in for linguistics, especially phonetics , which 
had so fascinated Ya. S. Vilenchik from his first year at university. It was not 
easy to fight against this scepticism : only the results of his work radually 
broke it down and won him the right to work in his beloved field .1 4 

The main work of Vilenchik's life was a dictionary of the living conversa­
tional Arabic language of Syria and Palestine, compiled from the publish-
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ed records of Western Arabist dialectologists. I. Yu. Krachkovsky said of it : 

This dictionary attempts to sum up the whole lexical stock of the living 

Arabic language of Syria and Palestine , while drawing on linguistic material 

from other Arab countries of the Near East. In its exhaustive coverage of all 

available records and publications of the data of linguistic usage it has no 

predecessors in this field .155 

The death of Ya . S. Vilenchik cut short work on the dictionary, and it has 

never been published. However in the course of his studies, whilst making 

use of the material he had collected, Vilenchik managed to publish a large 

number of articles on the phonetics, historical grammar and vocabulary of 

the proto-Semitic and Arabic languages and their dialects. 156 Unfortunate­

ly, his fundamental study of the origin of the Arabic article, which was 

completed just before his death and was prepared for publication by 

Krachkovsky, has remained in manuscript form. 

One of the outstanding scholars and teachers of Semitic studies was 

Bentsion Meerovich Grande (1891 -1974). In 1910 he entered the medical 

faculty of Moscow University; as a doctor he took part in the First World 

War. After graduating from the university in 1918, he served in the Red 

Army for three years as a doctor . Whilst still a medical student he had 

become fascinated by Oriental culture and studied Arabic as an external 

student at the Lazarev Institute of Oriental Languages in Moscow. After 

passing in 1922 the examinations for the full course at that institute (by 

that time called the Moscow Institute of Oriental Studies), he began his 

teaching career there. From 1928 to 1944 he worked as a research fellow at 

the Institute of Ethnic and National Cultures, which was subsequently re­

organized as the ,Institute of Spoken and Written Language of the USSR 

Academy of Sciences. At that time he was taking an active part in the work 

on the reform of the alphabets and the elaboration of new systems of writ­

ten language for a number of languages of the national minorities in the 

USSR. In 1944 he was invited to join the department of Arabic, formed in 

1943 in the philological faculty of Moscow University. In 1947 he became 

head of the department and in 1957 Professor of Arabic at the Institute of 

Eastern Languages attached to Moscow University. At the university he 

lectured on the basic lheoretical topics and conducted practical tutorials in 

classical Arabic, ancient Hebrew and comparative Semitic linguistics. 

B.M . Grande's scholarly output was considerable: he published more than 

seventy articles and books. The articles of the pre-war period mainly deal 

with problems of the reform of the literary languages in the USSR, but his 

works from the l 950s to the 1970s were connected with the problems of 

Arabic and Semitic linguistics. After 1960 Grande devoted himself to 

writing major works which re-cast and generalized the courses of lectures 
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he had given at the university. In 1963 he published his Kurs arabskoy 

grammatiki v sravnitelno-istoricheskom osveshcheni£ (A Comparative and 

Historical Course in Arabic Grammar) (published by Moscow University); 

in 1963 he edited the 'Ivrit -Russian Dictionary', compiled by F.L . 
Shapiro, which, as G.Sh. Sharbatov puts it in the obituary 'In memory of 

B.M . Grande', 157 was in the USSR the first 'attempt at a major lex ­

icographical reference-book on modem Ivrit'. Grande had written special ­

ly for this dictionary a detailed outline of the grammar of Ivrit, which, as 

G.Sh. Sharbatov remarks, 'may certainly serve as a teaching manual for 

students of Semitology in the absence of any appropriate textbooks' . 158 It 

may be added that Shapiro, the compiler of the dictionary, died during 

the final stages of preparing it for publication, and B.M. Grande com­

pleted this work . In 1972 there appeared Grande's last fundamental work , 

which sums up his work in the field of Semitology: Vvedenie v sravnitelnoe 

izuchenie semitskz'kh yazykov (An Introduction to the Comparative Study 

of the Semitic Languages) (published by 'Nauka' for the USSR Academy of 

Sciences). 
It is obvious from what has been said above that research into written 

Semitic sources often went hand-in-hand with the study of the ancient 

history and culture of the Near East. Amongst the eminent pre-war Jewish 

specialists on the Near East should be mentioned Israel Grigorevich Frank­

Kamenetsky (I 880-1937) and the major linguist and Assyriologist Aleksan ­

dr Pavlovich Riftin (I 900-45 ). Even in his early works Riftin had shown 

himself to be an impeccably careful philologist. 159 I. Yu. Krachkovsky, in a 

commemorative article on him , writes that A.P. Riftin 'was not one of 

those scholars who are in a rush to publish their works; he was not in­

terested in a mere increase in quantity of publications. '160 He carefully 

studied the works of his predecessors, made an independent re ­

examination of the material they cited and was able to shed new light on it. 

In almost every one of his articles there is material unpublished before, 

with a painstakingly thought -out commentary. 'When he was bringing for ­

ward new material for scholarly use he always tried to give an all-round 

analysis of it in a cont'ise commentary, not only on the linguistic, but also 

the cultural and historical aspects.' 16 1 A .P. Riftin 's main work was on the 

Babylonian tablets in the collection of N. P. Likhachev. 162 The result of 

more than ten years of systematic work on this collection was his classic 

study Starovavilonskie yuridicheskie i administrativnye dokurnenty v 

sobraniyakh SSSR (Ancient Babylonian Legal and Administrative 

Documents from Collections in the USSR) (Moscow-Leningrad 1937). In 

this work Riftin published the texts of 147 cuneiform tablets. The analysis 

of all these business , procedural and administrative documents required 

an encyclopaedic knowledge of all questions relating to them; their 
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decipherment and annotation were possible only as a result of many years 
of persistent and intensive work. Riftin also wrote interesting linguistic 
studies , mainly on the Akkadian language. 16:s 

Apart from his scholarly work A . P . Riftin also did much teaching and 
lecturing. According to Krachkovsky he was no less gifted as a teacher and 
organizer than as a scholar. 16

~ In 1944 he took an active part in the re­
opening of the Oriental Faculty at Leningrad University after a break of 
twenty-five years (it had been closed in 1919) and became its first Dean . 165 

However , soon afterwards A .P. Riftin died at the age of only forty -five 
from the after -effects of the blockade of Leningrad . 

Israel Grigorevich Frank -Kamenetsky was expelled in 1904 from Kiev 
University for taking part in student riots. He continued his education in 
Germany. In the 1920s and 1930s he lectured at Moscow and Leningrad 
Universities, was a research fellow of the Academy of Sciences Institute of 
Language and Thought and head of the study group on Semitic and 
Hamitic languages and of the study group on the oral literature of 
primitive society in that institute (right up to his sudden death from an ac­
cident). From 1911 to 1922 he published a number of studies in the field of 
the Semitic and ancient Egyptian languages , and also on the cultural 
history of ancient Egypt. 166 In an article published in 1921, 'The religion of 
Amon and the Old Testament' , 167 Frank-Kamenetsky points out the 
similarities and differences between Egyptian and Judaic monotheism . In 
particular the main difference , in his opinion, lies in the fact that the 
Egyptian religious consciousness was concentrated primarily on the power 
of God, whereas it was the idea of justice which lay at the centre of the 
Judaic religion. 168 In 1922 Frank-Kamenetsky got to know the works of 
N. Ya. Marr169 and became an enthusiastic follower of the so-called 'new 
doctrine on language' .170 It should be noted that Marr's doctrine had an 
unfavorable effect on the study of ancient Eastern languages as well, since 
Marr completely rejected the comparative-historical method in linguistics , 
which he declared to be 'racist' and 'politically unfit for Soviet society'. But 
in spite of the fact that many of the works of Frank-Kamenetsky of this 
period were strongly influenced by Marr's ideas, he never went near the ex ­
tremes (such as the so-called 'four-element analysis') which led Marr and 

his followers to arbitrary interpretation of the linguistic facts. In those of 
his works which concern specific observations on linguistic material, Marr's 
influence is often seen only in the use of his specific terminology. The most 
important study by Frank-Kamenetsky in the field of Semitology in this 
period was his work on the ancient Egyptian verb , which was published as 
two articles and dealt with the origin of the tenses of verbs in the Semitic 
languages. 171 About the same time he wrote a number of articles on the t 
origin of the mythological and religious views of primitive and ancient 
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peoples , including works on the Bible and the history of early ( 
Christianity. 172 

Abram Borisovich Ranovich (Rabinovich, 1885-1948) also in­
vestigated the Bible and the Judaic religion from a Marxist position . In his 
works he recognized the importance of the historical books of the Old 
Testament as source-material for the history of the ancient Eastern world, 
but in general his works are notable for their harshly anti -religious tone . , 
He rejects the idea that the Judaic religion had an independent origin , 
reducing it to the status of 'Biblical fairy-tales borrowed from Babylonian, 
Assyrian and Egyptian mythology'. 173 

It is worth pointing out that in the pre-Revolutionary period the an­
cient history of Palestine and the Near East and research in the field of 
Biblical studies and medieval Jewish-Arabic literature were also given 
space in purely Jewish publications, for example in the journals and collec­
tions of essays published by the Society for the Dissemination of Education 
amongst Jews in Russia 174 ~d the Jewish Historical and Ethnographic 

"Society . 115 The work of these societies and of other Jewish pu bhshmg­
nouses-;as cut short in 1915 because of the war. 176 Publication of the of-

ficial organ of the Jewish Historical and Ethnographic Society Evreyskaya 
starina Qewish Antiquities) was renewed only in 1924. At this time there • 
were still glimmers of hope amongstJrwry in the Soviet Union for a revival 
of Jewish culture. In the Preface the editors of this collection of essays 
wrote: 

As the Jews have gained more rights and become not so defenseless there has 
been a marked decline in the keen interest in many phenomena of the recent 
past which were linked with the Tsarist regime and to which we had to pay 
excessive attention. The horizon of our academic work is extending. In our 
historical research we can nowadays move beyond the narrow limits of the 
history of the Jews in Russia , Poland and Lithuania . We can allow ourselves 
the luxury of starting to deal with the most varied general and detailed ~ro­
blems of our past in all ages and in all countries where Jews have lived. 1 7 

In accordance with this programme the three volumes (11 , 12, 13) of 
Evreyskaya starina which succeeded in appearing before the final closure 
of this publication in 1930 contained a number of articles on the ancient 
history of the Jews, on epigraphy and Biblical studies .178 The commission 
for the study of Jewish antiquities which operated under the aegis of the 
Society was engaged in a classification of Talmudic material on a card­
index system which covered the history of medicine and educational 
theory, Biblical cnt1c1sm , law and history. 179 ,._ 

In the 1920s there was also a revival of'the work of the Society for the 
Dissemination of Education amongst Jews. In 1922 and 1926 the Society 
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issued two collections of scholarly and literary works under the title of 

Evreyskaya mysl Qewish Thought). In these volumes there were also 

published articles on the ancient history of the Jews and on medieval Jewish 

literature: 'Unpublished lyric poems by Solomon Gabirol (to mark the 

900th anniversary of the poet's birth)', with new translations of the poetry, 

by S. Zin berg (Tsinberg); 180 'The doctrine concerning slavery in Biblical­

Talmudic and Roman Law (a comparative historical essay)' by M. Ginz­

burg; 'Survivals of animism in Biblical poetry' by l.G. Frank-Kamenetsky; 

'The Biblical account of the period of Jewish residence in Egypt' by S. Ya. 

Lurye, etc . 
In the collection of essays published by the same Society in Leningrad 

in 1928, called Evreysky vestni"k (The Jewish Bulletin), it was stated that 

the Society: 

possesses one of the largest libraries in Europe in the fields of Hebrew and 

Judaic studies , which also contains a considerable collection of 

manuscripts . ... Especially noteworthy is a very valuable collection (over 

400 volumes) of Hebrew works which was acquired at the end of 1927 from 

the heirs of Ya . Kh. Yanovsky. The work of compiling an inventory of the 

manuscript department of the library has been carried out by S. L. Zin berg. 

He has already studied, recorded and listed 900 manuscripts and fragments, 

and a catalogue has been made ready for publication. 18 1 

The report also mentions that of particular interest amongst the 

manuscripts are the excerpts from the lyric poetry of Solomon Gabirol , 

which contain a number of the unpublished poems of Gabirol , parts of the 

works of Moses ibn Ezra, isl! a Hebrew version of a novel about Alexander 

the Great , etc . In 1930 the Society was closed down, and its library was 

transferred to the Institute of Jewish Proletarian Culture in Kiev, 185 which 

was also abolished not long afterwards. What happened after this to the 

collection of books and manuscripts and to the catalogue compiled by 

Zinberg is not known. 
In December 1918 the Petrograd Jewish People's University was set Q 

up, transformed in 1920 into the Institute of Higher Jewish Studies; a 

special notice on its work was published in the journal Vostok 184 for 1922. 

There it was s: ... ted that the main aim of the Institute was to encourage 

scholarly research on the history of Jewish culture and the training of 

academic and teaching personnel by giving them a specialized Jewish 

historical education. 185 The Institute consisted of two departments: the 

literary-philological and the social -historical. The course of instruction I 
lasted three years . The main subjects studied were: the history of the 

Hebrew language and literature, the history of the Jewish religion and 

cultural tradition, the history of Jewish philosophy and Jewish law, the 
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economic history of the Jews, and the Aramaic and Arabic languages. The 
first lecturers and teachers included S.M . Dubnov, S.G. Lozinsky, Yu . 
Brutskus, S. Ginzburg. S. Zinberg, M. Kulisher, etc . I.I. Gintsburg also 
taught in this Institute between 1922 and 1924 . The Institute was ap­
parently closed in 1924. 

This is how S.M . Dubnov in his memoirs describes the foundation of 
the Jewish university : 

The short extracts from extensive notes which are quoted below will suffice to 
give an account of how we lived in 'Red Petersburg' in that terrible year, cut 
off from most of Russia and blockaded by foreign powers. Community life 
was , of course , quite out of the question at a time when savage elemental 
forces reigned supreme . We, the remains of the Jewish intelligentsia , used to 
meet only occasionally in the artificially developed Jewish People's University, 
which had been thought up only to give a crust of bread to a couple of dozen 
writers and artists . We opened our doors in February 1919 in the above­
mentioned house on the English Embankment, but by the end of the year 
had moved to another requisitioned house on Troitskaya Street, near the 
Nevsky Prospect. Lectures were delivered primarily in Russian , but some lec­
tured in Yiddish .... Many students were attracted there by the bread rations, 
which were given out upon production of a card from the Commissariat of 
Education . Sometimes the same kind of 'hand outs' were bestowed on lec­
turers or 'professors' .1

R
6 

The work of all Jewish organizations and societies was ended in the 
USSR in the years 1928-30. However, as has been shown above , the 
academic development of Hebrew studies was possible to a limited extent 
within the study group on the Ancient Eastern World and also Semitology 
within the Arabic study group at the USSR Academy of Sciences Institute 
of Oriental Studies right up to the first post-war years . But from the end of 
the 1940s the very words Jew' , Jewish ' and 'Hebrew' almost completely 
disap eared even from scholarly usage. 187 

In the last years Meer Natanovich Zislin (born 1916) worked on 
Jewish-Arabic philology at the Leningrad branch of the Institute of Orien ­
tal Studies. The main theme of his research was the study of the works of 
the medieval grammarian Abu -1-Faradj Harun, using the materials of 
P.K . Kokovtsov's archive and the manuscripts in the possession of the Len­
ingrad ~lie Library (t~ Firkovich collection), 188 

From 1942 to 1953 there worked in the Arabic study group at the In­
stitute of Oriental Studies in Leningrad Isaak Natanovich Vinnikov 
(1897 -1973), a pupil of L. Ya. Sternberg, 189 I. Yu. Krachkovsky and P.K. 
Kokovtsov. Their influence shaped Vinnikov's academic interests: 
ethnography, Arabic and Semitic studies. After graduating from universi ­
ty in 1925 , Vinnikov stayed there as an assistant lecturer in the department 
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of general ethnography. His first works were concerned with the study of 

the beliefs of the pre-Islamic Arabs. 190 To the same period also belongs his 

article 'The legend of Mohammed's divine summons in the light of ~ 

ethnography', which came out in 1934. 191 During the war he worked on the 

language and culture of the Central Asian Arabs. His doctoral disserta -

tion 192 on this subject was, in the opinion of I.Yu. Krachkovsky, a major 

event in Arabic studies in the USSR .193 This work embodied a rich collec-

tion of material on two living Arab dialects which had been discovered in 

Central Asia in 1936. In a detailed ethnographic introduction Vinnikov 

gives an analysis of certain questions concerning the everyday life and the 

folklore of the Central Asian Arabs, which he had studied minutely on his 

expeditions. The second part of this material related to the dialect of 

Bukhara and was published by Vinnikov in the 1960s, as 'A Dictionary of 

the Dialect of the Arabs of Bukhara' ( 1962) and 'The Language and 

Folklore of the Arabs of Bukhara' (1969). Of Vinnikov's epigraphic works 

the most noteworthy are his studies of Phoenician and Aramaic literary 

texts. It was due to him that there was a revival in the USSR of the tradi­

tional study of Phoenician texts, 194 which had been discontinued after the 

death of B.A. Turaev. 'lT;e dictionary of Aramaic inscriptions, 19
b which 

Vinnikov started, cover I known Aramaic inscriptions over a period of 

1,000 years (from the ninth century BC to the second century AD) and 
gives an exhaustive treatment of all their lexical and grammatical 
material, thus forming both a concordance and a grammatical reference 

book. Using the same method Vinnikov also composed dictionaries of in-

dividual literary texts, for example a concordance of Jewish Talmudic l 
literature in Aramaic, amounting to 12,000 items, one alphabetical letter 

of which (Gimel) he published. 197 I.N. Vinnikov also did much teaching 

and lecturing. In Leningrad University he delivered lecture courses on the 

most varied topics: the history of primitive beliefs , Semitic linguistics, 

Semitic epigraphy, the Phoenician, Aramaic and Ancient Egyptian 
languages, etc. He introduced for the first time at Leningrad University a 
course on Arabic dialectology. In the obituary 'In memory of Isaak 

Natanovich Vinnikov (1897-1973)' 198 it is stated that his research and 

teaching work had been closely connected with Leningrad University, 

'where he worked with only a short interruption from 1925 till the last days 

of his life'. 199 This obituary does not explain what caused this 'short inter-

ruption' ( 1949-55 ): at the height of the 'cosmopolitan campaign' the 

department of Assyrian and Hebrew studies, of which Vinnikov was the 
head, was closed, and he himself was dismissed from the university. Work-

ing without pay, he continued his work till the end of the academic year .200 

In 1951 Vinnikov was dismissed also from the Arabic study group of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies, since it was an-
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tion of material on two living Arab dialects which had been discovered in 

Central Asia in 1936 . In a detailed ethnographic introduction Vinnikov 

gives an analysis of certain questions concerning the everyday life and the 

folklore of the Central Asian Arabs, which he had studied minutely on his 

expeditions. The second part of this material related to the dialect of 

Bukhara and was published by Vinnikov in the 1960s, as 'A Dictionary of 

the Dialect of the Arabs of Bukhara ' (1962) and 'The Language and 

Folklore of the Arabs of Bukhara' (1969). Of Vinnikov's epigraphic works 

the most noteworthy are his studies of Phoenician and Aramaic literary 

texts . It was due to him that there was a revival in the USSR of the tradi­

tional study of Phoenician texts, 194 which had been discontinued after the 

death of B.A. Turaev.195 The dictionary of Aramaic inscriptions, 196 which 

Vinnikov started , covered all known Aramaic inscriptions over a period of 

1,000 years (from the ninth century BC to the second century AD) and 
gives an exhaustive treatment of all their lexical and grammatical 

material, thus forming both a concordance and a grammatical reference 

book. Using the same method Vinnikov also composed dictionaries of in­

dividual literary texts, for example a concordance of Jewish Talmudic f 
literature in Aramaic , amounting to 12 ,000 items, one alphabetical letter 

of which (Gimel) he published. 197 I.N. Vinnikov also did much teaching 

and lecturing. In Leningrad University he delivered lecture courses on the 

most varied topics: the history of primitive beliefs , Semitic linguistics, 

Semitic epigraphy, the Phoenician , Aramaic and Ancient Egyptian 
languages, etc. He introduced for the first time at Leningrad University a 

course on Arabic dialectology. In the obituary ' In memory of Isaak 
Natanovich Vinnikov (1897-1973}'1 98 it is stated that his research and 

teaching work had been closely connected with Leningrad University, 

'where he worked with only a short interruption from 1925 till the last days 

of his life' . 199 This obituary does not explain what caused this 'short inter­

ruption' (1949 -55) : at the height of the 'cosmopolitan campaign' the 

department of Assyrian and Hebrew studies , of which Vinnikov was the 

head , was closed, and he himself was dismissed from the university. Work-

ing without pay, he continued his work till the end of the academic year _:mo 

In 1951 Vinnikov was dismissed also from the Arabic study group of the 

USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies , since it was an-

• 
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nounced that he 'was not suitable for the post held' . He appealed against 

this totally groundless decision to the 'very highest' instances and eventual­

ly was reinstated in the institute, but he did not return there .201 After this 

Vinnikov for several years (till 1955) did not hold any post. 
Hebrew scholars in the USSR have done a great deal of work on the 

Dead Sea manuscripts and documents . Here the most notable figure is 

Joseph Davidovich Amusin (born 1910). He published over twenty works 

dealing with the decipherment of individual documents and the problems 

of the history and ideas of the Qumran sect. He also published the first 

popularizing monographs on this topic with an original interpretation of a 

number of complicated problems, which enabled even Soviet readers to 

gain information on one of the greatest archaelogical discoveries of the 

twentieth century. 202 For his series of works on the Qumran texts Amusin 
was awarded the degree of Doctor of Sciences. In 197 l there appeared the 

first volume of the main Qumran texts in a Russian translation with a com ­

mentary, prepared by Amusin and his pupils.m 
The problems of the ancient history of the Near East , based on North­

Western Semitic inscriptions and Hebrew-Phoenician sources and 

documents in Ancient Hebrew and other Semitic languages, are at the pre­

sent time being studied at the Leningrad branch of the USSR Academy of 

Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies by Ilya Sholemovich Shifman (born 

1930). The main theme of his works is the social structure of the states of 

Phoenicia , Syria and Palestine. Since 1960 he has published more than 50 

articles on these problems204 and also monographs on the origin of the Car­

thaginian state and on the history and culture of Nabatea. 205 

The Semitologist Leyb Khaimovich Vilsker (born 1919) , a research 

assistant at Leningrad Public Library (since 1950) , is working on the 

Samaritan and Syrian languages. 206 He has excellent knowledge of the 

various genres of Samaritan literature and has made an important con­

tribution to the study and interpretation of the documents found at Nahal 

Hever. 207 Apart from this research he has translated from the Ivrit several 

short stories by modern Israeli writers for collections of stories which were 

published in the USSR in the l 960s , and took part in the compilation of 

these collections. 208 

Mikhail Lvovich Geltser (Michael Heltzer, born 1928, living in Israel 

since 1972), a pupil of I. N. Vinnikov, worked in the Soviet Union in the 

1950s and 1960s. After graduating from the Oriental Faculty of Leningrad 

State University in 1950 in the department of the Ancient Eastern World 

(after the closure of the department of Assyrian and Hebrew studies, in 

which he had specialized) , he was unable to obtain work in his field of in­

terest and until 1958 was forced to teach Russian language and history in 

secondary schools in Estonia. It was only in 1959 that he succeeded in ob-
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taining casual (hourly-paid) work at Vilnius Pedagogical Institute , where 
he gave a course of lectures on the history of the Ancient Eastern World in 
Lithuanian. Only in 1965 was he accepted as a full member of the Institute 
staff; in 1966 he was made Associate Professor and in 1970 Professor . All 
this time Heltzer had continued his research work on his chosen topic - the 
social and economic history and the philology of the ancient states of South 
Western Asia (2000-1000 BC). 209 In 1969 he defended his doctoral disserta ­
tion 'The Society of Ancient Ugarit' . All in all he has published some 
eighty articles (ten of them after his emigration to Israel) dealing with pro­
blems of the agrarian relationships and social structure of the ancient 
states of Alalah, Ugarit, Phoenicia, Palestine and Syria, ino and with in ­
dividual inscriptions. He has also published the book: 'The Rural Com­
munity in Ancient Ugarit ' (Wiesbaden 1976) (120pp.). At present M. 
Heltzer is a Professor at the University of Haifa, where he gives courses of 
lectures and conducts seminars in the history and epigraphy of the Ancient 
Eastern World . 

In June 1977 the talented Leningrad Semitologist Jacob Berkovich 
Gruntfest211 (born 1929) emigrated to Israel. After graduating from the 
Eastern faculty of Leningrad University in 1951 he was unable to find 
work; he completed a degree at another institute - of Engineering and 
Construction - and for more than ten years worked in this new field, while 
at the same time finishing a dissertation on 'The Verb in the Language of 
Southern Arabia ' (defended at Leningrad University in 1966). Apart from 
the resume of his thesis and the articles on his thesis topic, he published a 
number of articles on Sabbeic , Arabic and Ethiopian studies and on com­
parative Semitology . In 1974 appeared his first major work in the field of ' 
Hebrew studies:212 'A new document concerning Yemenite-Palestinian 
connections in the pre-Islamic period' .m Gruntfest displayed in this work 
great erudition in Hebrew scholarship , freely making use of Hebrew texts 
of various periods and genres from the Bible and Talmud to modern 
research in the field of Hebrew studies. 

Of the younger generation of Hebrew scholars, who worked in Len­
ingrad, we would like to dwell in some detail on the career of Khaim (Vita­
ly Yudovich) Sheynin (born in 1938) , who has lived in Israel since 1972. 
Sheynin graduated frrJm Leningrad University in l 967. In 196 l he had 
found it impossible, as a Jew, to be accepted for the department of 
Semitology, so he became a student at the department of classical 
philology . At the same time he also attended lectures at the Oriental facul ­
ty , and after passing the necessary examinations he managed in his fourth 
year to change over to the Eastern faculty, specializing in medieval Hebrew 
poetry. His degree thesis on the thirteenth century poet Joseph ben 
Tanhum was recommended for publication, but was never published in 
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the Soviet Union . In 1966 he was offered work at the Academy of Sciences 
Library, at first of a temporary kind, later on the permanent staff, for the 
purpose of finally systematizing and listing Friedland's collection, which 
had been in a chaotic state since the war. He completed this work, and the 
catalogue ( on index-cards) is housed in the Academy of Sciences Library in 
Leningrad . During his student years and while working at the Library 
Sheynin had written a number of works which were not published and have 
remained in the Soviet Union , including his article 'The transmission of 
the mobile sheva in Jewish Biblical proper names in the Septuagint', which 
was written as a student essay and had been highly thought of by those who 
examined it. In 1969 Sheynin translated into Russian the autobiography of 
Josephus Flavius, which was recommended for publication in the series 
'Literary Texts' published by the USSR Academy of Sciences, and he 
began publication of the lyric poetry of Joseph ben Tanhum ha­
Yerushalmi. 214 In the same year on the invitation of the editors of a collec­
tion of essays in honor of the seventieth birthday of Professor I . N. Vinnikov 
he wrote a detailed descriptive treatise on a newly discovered manuscript of 

/1C!IJ: the lyric poetry of Joseph ben Tanhum. The article , when accepted for this 
volume, was twenty-four typescript pages in length. Following requests 
from the editors and later the publishers for the shortening of the article , 
the author re-wrote it more than 20 times (the last version was just six 
pages long). At the last moment (possibly when the volume was already be­
ing printed) the article was withdrawn from the volume without any ex­
planation, although the author had a lready referred to this publication in 
other works. At the end of 1971 Sheynin completed his book 'The Sephar-

/ 

die Language' (the first grammar of Ladino in Russian, together with a 
review of the literature in this language)2 15 for the series 'Languages of the 
Peoples of the East', but because of the author's emigration to Israel in 
1972 it was not published and was eliminated from the work-plan of the 
publishing-house. The same fate befell an article on the first edition of the 

~Hebrew grammar of Moses Kimhi ,216 which was to have appeared in the 
next (1972) volume of Knigovedchesky sbornik (Bibliographical 
Miscellany) . His Candidate 0f Sciences dissertation on 'The Poetry of 
Joseph hen Tanhum ha -Yerushalmi ', written between 1967 and 1971 , re ­
mained undefended. Besides this Sheynin had prepared for publication a 
catalogue of all the Hebrew incunabula contained in the Institute of 
Oriental Studies in Leningrad and in the Rare Books Department of the 
Lenin Library in Moscow. Since coming to Israel Sheynin has already 
published or prepared for publication a number of works, 217 some of which 
are based on works written whilst he was still in Leningrad, reconstructed 
from memory, whilst others are new. 
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this manner are of a very low standard . Only in 1966-67 was the listing of the 

books in Friedland's library finished (on index-cards) by V.I. Sheynin . This 

catalogue is now housed in the Academy of Sciences Library in Leningrad . 

144 K. B. Starkova, in Aziatsky muzey ... , 551 . J.G . Bender's defense of his disserta · 

tion on 'Azariah dei Rossi ( 1513-78) as a Researcher in the Field of the Ancient 

History of the Jews', together with his award of the degree of Candidate of 

Historical Sciences, took place on 5 June 1935. The theses of the dissertation 

have been published. 
145 See, for example, his article 'The socio-economic structure of Jewish society in 

Iraq and Syria in the 2nd -5th centuries AD', in Uchenye zapiski LGU 

(Academic Transactions of Leningrad State University), no . 78, Historical 

Sciences Series, vol. 9, 1941 , 49-62 . 
146 See, for example, his article 'The significance of Hebrew sources of the early 
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medieval period for the history of the Near East ', in Sovetskoe vostokovedenie , 

vol. 2, (Moscow-Leningrad 1941), 36-52 . 

147 K.B . Starkova, in Aziatsky muzey ... , 552 . 

148 See , e.g. , his article:'The concentration of land and the dispossession of small 

landowners in Iraq in the 2nd-5th centuries AD', in Vestnik drevney istorii 

(Bulletin of Ancient History) , no . 2, 1947 , 40-51 ; 'On the social structure of 

Iraq in the 3rd-5th centuries AD', in Uc hen ye zapiski lnstituta 

Vostokovedeniya (AN SSSR), vol. 14, (Moscow 1956), 31 -90 . 

149 l.l. Gintsburg, 'A short survey of the Hebrew collection in the Manuscript 

Department of the USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of Oriental Studies', in 

Bibliografiya Vostoka, vol. 10, 1936, 125-30. 

150 In the 1960s the first part of this catalogue was re-cast and enlarged by the 

Hebrew scholars K.B. Starkova and A.M. Gazov-Ginzberg, and in 1964 it was 

submitted to the publishers, with whom it still is (information from Kh . 

Sheynin). K.B. Starkova, in Aziatsky muzey ... , 553, has a reference noting 

that the catalogue 'is being printed' . See on this also Kh. Sheynin, ' Leket 

shkuha mi -ginzey rusya' . (Forgotten Miscellanea from Russian Repositories) in 

Hagut Jvrit Bi-brit Ha-moatsot' (Studies on Jewish Themes and Contributions 

to Hebrew Literature by Contemporary Russian -Jewish Scholars and Writers) , 

ed. by Dr M. Zohori, Prof. A. Tartakover, Prof. M. Zand Uerusalem 1976), 

97 -122 (in Hebrew) . 
151 See, e .g. , l. l. Gintsburg, 'The manuscript of a Hebrew version of Mizan by al ­

Ghazzali', in Zapiski lnstituta vostokovedeniya AN SSSR, vol. 6, (Leningrad 

1937) , 141 -68; and 'Arab medicine and the works Kanun and Urdjuza by 'f.../ ~ 
Avicenna based on the Hebrew manuscripts in the Institute of Oriental Studies j 1 

of the Academy of Sciences', in Trudy vtoroy sessii assotsiatsii arabistov (Pro-

ceedings of the Second Session of the Association of Arabic Scholars) (Moscow-

Leningrad 1941) 34-48, 163-73. 

152 K.B . Starkova, in Aziatsky muzey ... , 553. Boethius (480-524 AD) , a late­

Roman philosopher and major figure at the court of the Ostrogoth emperor 

Theodoric . Gintsburg wrote a doctoral dissertation 'The Ethical System of 

Boethius on the Basis of his "De Consolatione Philosophiae" ' . The dissertation 

is kept in the Archive of Orientalists in the USSR Academy of Sciences In­

stitute of Oriental Studies, Leningrad. Posthumously, one small chapter of this 

dissertation was published in Kratkie soobshcheniya lnstituta narodov Azii 

(Brief Reports of the Institute of the Peoplesof Asia), no . 69'; (Moscow 1965) 

116-22. 
153 I. Yu. Krachkovsky, lzbrannye sochineniya (Selected Works), vol. 5 (Moscow-

Leningrad 1958), 169. ~ 
154 I. Yu. Krachkovsky, 'An obituary notice on Yu. S. Vilenchik and a list of his 

works', ibid ., vol. 5, 398. ..--

155 I. Yu . Krachkovsky, 'An outline of the history of Arabic studies in Russia' , 

ibid ., vol. 5, 152-3. ..-

156 See , for example, his 'Studies in the historical phonetics of the vulgar-Arabic 

dialects', in Doklady AN SSSR, ser. B, l 927, 1-6; 'Arabic gutterals', in Zapiski 

Kollegii vostokovedov, vol. 5, 1930, e.g. 99-107 . -

157 Narody Azii i Afriki, no . 5, 1975, 244-5. 

158 Ibid . , 245. 
159 See , for example, his works: 'Die altsum«:,!ischen Wirtschaftstexte' , in Sbomik 

Egiptologicheskogo kruzhka pri Lenmgradskom gosu,I. univ. (Collected Essays 
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of the Egyptological Study Group at Leningrad State University), vol. I, 1929, 

15-17 ; 'The Sumerian numerical system' , in the collection of essays Yazylwu,d­

nye problemy po chislitelnym (Linguistic Problems Relating to Numerals) , vol. 

I, 1927, 177-90, etc . 
160 I. Yu . Krachkovsky, ' In memory of a pupil', in Izbrannye sochineniya , vol. 5, 

1958, 436 . 
161 Ibid . 

[" Nikolay Petrovich Likhachev ( 1862-1936), a major historian and art critic, full 

member of the USSR Academy of Sciences from 1925. In 1925 he transferred 

to the Academy of Sciences the unique Museum of Palaeography which he had 

founded and which contained remarkable collections: stellae and papyri from 

ancient Egypt ; cuneiform tablets from Mesopotamia ; Coptic, Greek, Arabic 

and Roman written texts; incunabula , seals, etc . 

I 

163 

164 
165 

166 

167 

168 
169 

170 

171 

/ 172 

See, for example , his articles on the Sumerian and Hittite-Cappadocian 

languages for the first edition of the 'Great Soviet Encyclopaedia' (vols. 62 anrl 

59 respectively), 1933-35, and such works as 'On the two ways of developing a 

compound sentence in Akkadian', in Sovetskoe yazykoznanie, no . 3. (Lrn ­

ingrad 1937) 59f; 'The Origin of the modal forms of the verb in Arabic and 

Akkadian' , in Trudy vtoroy sessii assotsiatsii arabistov, 19-23 October 1937 

(Moscow-Leningrad 1941), 127-32 . 

I. Yu . Krachkovsky, 'In memory of a pupil', 438. 

N.M. Postovskaya , Izuchenie drevney istorii Blizhnego Vostoka v Sovetskom 

Soyuze (J 917-1959) (The Study of the Ancient History of the Near East in the 

Soviet Union 1917-1959) (Moscow 1961), 171. 
See, e .g . , his works, 'Egyptian Religious Monuments of the Theban Period' 

(Moscow 1917) : 'The Story of the Decipherment of the Egyptian Hieroglyphs' 

(Moscow 1922), etc. 
In the book Sbornik trudov professorov i prepodavateley Gosudarstvennogo 

lrkutskogo universiteta (A Collection of Studies by Professors and Lecturers at 

Irkutsk State University) , Section I, Humanities , vol. 1 (Irkutsk 1921 ), 114 -40. 

Ibid ., 136-40. 
Nikolay Yakovlevich Marr ( 1864-1934 ), outstanding linguist , Academician 

from 1912, originator of the so-called 'Japhetic theory' in linguistics ('the new 

doctrine on language'). 
The 'new doctrine on language' was formulated by Marr in the early 1920s and 

was soon proclaimed by his supporters as 'the only correct Marxist doctrine on 

language' . The domination of Marrism in linguistics led in the 1930s to the ar ­

rest and death of a number of major philologists who did not agree with this 

doctrine (e .g . E.D. Polivanov, B.V. Choban-zade, etc .). In 1950 Stalin 

publicly criticized Marr's doctrine , which led immediately to a complete rejec· 

tion of this school and to a wave of 'anti -Marrist' articles, speeches, etc . The 

part played in Soviet linguistics by the 'new doctrine on language' and the 

discussions connected with it has still to be investigated in detail. 

G. Frank-Kamenetsky, 'On some survivals of a pre-inflective structure in an ­

cient Hebrew' , in Yazyki i myshlenie (Language and Thought) , vol. 1 (Len­

ingrad 1933), 149-62; and 'The problem of the development of the verb in an­

cient Hebrew' , ibid . , vol. 3/ 4 (Leningrad 1935), 13-46 . 

See , for example, his articles : 'Water and fire in Biblical poetry', in 

Yafetich esky sbornik (Collected Japhetic Studies), vol. 3 (Moscow-Leningrad 

1925), 127-64 ; 'The prophet Jeremiah and the struggle between parties in 
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/ 

Judaea' , in the collection of essays, R eligiya i obshchestvo (Religion and Socie• 

ty) (Leningrad 1926), 60 -82 ; and also his book 'The Testimony of the Miracle­

Working Prophets on the Local Origins of the Christ Myth ' ( Leningrad 1925 ). 

For more details on his work on these topics see G.M. Livshits, Ocherki 

\ istoriografii Biblii i rannego khristianstva (Studies in the Historiography of the 

\ Bible and Early Christianity) (Minsk 1970), 76-9. 

- 173 See, e.g., his book Ocherk istorii dreu11eevreyskoy religii (An Outline of the 

History of the Ancient Jewish Religion) (Moscow 1937). 

~ 174 The Society was founded in October 1863 in Petersburg on the initiative and 

~ with the financial backing of Baron E. Giinzburg. The main aim of the 

Society was to disseminate the knowledge of the Russian language and of 

natural science amongst Jews in Russia and to make Jewish and Russian 

culture accessible to them . 

·\} l' 17•5 The Jewish Historical and Ethnographic Society was founded in 1908 on the 

basis of the historical and ethnographic commission attached to the Society for 

the Dissemination of Education amongst Jews in Russia. The Society's main 

aim was the study of the history and ethnography of the Jews in Russia and 

Poland . In 1909 the Society started to publish a quarterly Evreyskaya starina 

Oewish Antiquities) , edited by S.M . Dubnov. Ten volumes appeared before 

((3 the Revolution . 
In autumn 1915 an order was issued by the military authorities prohibiting all 

Jewish periodicals in areas affected by military operations. Soon afterwards, 

even the usage of Hebrew print was prohibited. See I. Yu . Yashunsky, 

Evreyskaya periodicheskaya pechat v 1917 i 1918 g.g . Oewish Periodicals in 

1917 and 1918) (Petrograd 1920) , 3-4; Evreyskaya starina , vol. 10 (Petrograd 

1918) , 5; Sh . Ettinger , 'The Jews in Russia at the outbreak of the revolution', in 

Kochan , (ed) , Thejews in Soviet Russia since 1917, 26 . 

~vreyskaya starina , vol. 11 (Leningrad 1924), 3.4. 

~:e, for example , in vol. 11 (1924 ); V. Struve , 'The history of the period of 

Jewish residence in Egypt ' , 45 -64 ; B. Shulman, 'The evolution of the levirate 

amongst the ancient Jews', 161 -75, etc .; in vol. 12 (1928): N. Nikolsky, 'Hittite 

laws and their influence on the legislation of the Pentateuch' , 213-38; B. 

Shulman, 'The Jewish demos in the first few centuries AD' , 239-53 , etc . 

II ~179 Evreysky vestnik , (The Jewish Bulletin) (Leningrad 1928), 224 -5. What hap· 

(}.A ~~ ,pened to this material is not known. 

~ 180 Sergey (lzrael) Lazarevich Zinberg (1873 -1939) , Jewish writer; in the first 

decades of the century he published in Jewish journals articles on Jewish 

literature and culture in Russia in Yiddish, Russian and Hebrew . He was a 

member of the editorial board of Evreyskaya starina after its revival (1924 -30). 

Arrested in 1938, he died the following year still a prisoner. He was 

rehabilitated in 1956. See Encyclopaedia Judaica Oerusalem 1971) vol. 16 , 

1028 . 
181 

~182 

183 
184 

Evreysky vestnik , 223 -4 . 
Moses ibn Ezra (Abu-Harun Musa) , a medieval Jewish -Arab philosopher, poet 

and linguist. Born in Grenada about 1070 , died after 11 38. 

Encyclopaediajudaica , vol. 15 , 1971 , 6L __,, 

Vostok (The East) , a journal of literature , learning and art.~s published in 

Petrograd (Leningrad) fro'!l 1922 to 1925 (five numbers appeared) by a group 

of Leningrad professors (V .M. Alekseev , S.F.-Oldenburg, B. Ya . Vladimirov, 

etc.) who apparently did not wish to work for the association VNAV and its 

,. 
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journal Nouy Vostok (The New East), headed by M.P. Pavlovich (see abovt in 

the text) . 
185 Vostok. no . 1, 110 . 

186 S.M. Dubnov , Kniga zhizni. Vospominaniya i razmyshleniya. Matenaly dlya 

\ 187 

istorii moego vremeni (A Book of Life . Reminiscences and Reflections . Sourct 

Material for the History of My Time) , vol. 2 (1903-22) (Riga 1935), 281. 

Cf. for example, the titles of works by Yu . 0 . Solodukho before 1941 and afm 

1947 (see p .279) ; the dissertation and published works of G. M. Gluskina . 

where Alharizi is called a 'Spanish' or simply a 'medieval' poet; and th(' last 

works of I.N . Vinnikov , in which the Talmud and Mishna are called 'Palesti -> nian traditional literature'. 

188 See, for example , his works: 'Leningrad fragments of "Kitab Al -Kafi" by Abu -

1-Faradj Harun ibn al -Faradj (eleventh century) (based on the material in th<" 

P.K. Kokovtsov archive and the second Firkovich collection)', in the book 

Semitskie yazyki (The Semitic Languages) (Moscow 1963), 155-66; and 'Tht 

Eastern school of Hebrew grammarians in the 10th-13th centuries', ibid ., vol. 

2 (Part 2) (Moscow 1965), 764-72 . 

Lev Yakovlevich Sternberg ( 1861 -1927), an outstanding ethnographer, jour• 

nalist and public figure ; after the Revolution he revived, and became the ht"ad 

· of, the Jewish Historical and Ethnographic Society. 

190 See, for example, his articles: 'Widows mourning and the custom of "iftida<l" 

amongst the pre-Islamic Arabs ', in Doklady AN SSSR, ser. B, no. 3, 1928, 

39-43; 'Rain, water and vt"getation on the tombs of the pre-Islamic Arabs', in 

Zapiski Kollegii vostokovedov pri Aziatskom muzee AN SSSR (Transactions of 

the College of Orientalists Under the Aegis of the USSR Academy of Sciences 

Asiatic Museum), vol. 5. 1930. 367 -77 . For a list of the published worksof l.N . 

Vinnikov , see Narody Azii i Afriki, no . 6, 1967, 157-9; and also in the coll<-c­

tion of essays Voprosy filologii stran Azii i Afriki (Problems in the Philology of 

the Countries of Asia and Africa) , vol. 1 (Leningrad 1971), 7-14. 

191 In the volume S.F. Oldenburg. Sbornik statey (A Collection of Articles 

Dedicated to S.F. Oldenburg) (Leningrad 1934), 125-46 . 

192 Araby v SSSR (The Arabs in the USSR - Ethnography. Folklore, and 

Language) (Leningrad 1941 ). The theses of the dissertation were published in 

Leningrad in 1944 . 

193 I. Yu. Krachkovsky, 'Essays on the history of Arabic studies in Russia ', in his It • 

brannye soch.ineniya, vol. 5, 175. 

194 See, for example, his articles: 'New Phoenician inscriptions from Cilicia ', in 

Vestnik drevney 1storiz' ( Moscow 1950), no. 3, 86-97; 'New light on the epitaph 

of Ahiram from Byblos' , ibid., no . 4, 1952 , 141 -52. 

195 Boris Aleksandrovich Turaev (1868-1920), an outstanding specialist on tht' 

history of Ancient Orient (in Egyptology, Assyriology and Ethiopian history) ; a 

G
full member of the Academy of Sciences from 1918. 

Palestinsky sbornik (Palestinian Miscellany), vol. 3(66) (Moscow-Leningrad 

1958) , 171 -216; vol. 4(67), 1959, 196-240; vol. 7(70), 1962, 192-237; vol. 9(72), 

(3141 -58; vol. 11(74), 1964 , 189-232 ; vol. 13(176), 1965 , 217-62. 

'An experiment in compiling a dictionary and concordance of traditional 

Palestinian literature (the letter Gimel)' , in Palestinsky sbornik , vol. 5(68), 

1960, 151 -228. 
198 NarodyAziiiAfriki, no. 5, 1974, 247 -8. 

199 Ibid . , 247 . 
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200 Information supplied by the Semitologist Professor M. Helzer, I.N . -Vinnikov's 

pupil. 
201 Information supplied by the Hebrew scholar Kh . Sheynin. Apparently the 

story of Vinnikov's dismissal and reinstatement continued till 1953, since in ar­

ticles about him published in the Soviet press , and also in Miliband's 'Dic­

tionary', the year of the cessation of his work at the Institute of Oriental 

eStudies is given as 1953. 

J .D. Amusin, Rukopisi Mertvogo morya (The Dead Sea Manuscripts) (Moscow 

1960-reprint 1961); and Nakhodkiu Mertvogo morya (The Finds by the Dead 

~ Sea) (Moscow 1964). 

~ Teksty Ku~rana (The ~umran Texts). A translation from t~e ancient Hebrew 

--· and Aramaic . lntroducuon and commentary by J.D. Amusm , vol. 1 (Moscow 

1971). 23 . 
204 See, for example, his articles: 'On the problem of the meaning of the term 

r,.,, "BOD" in Punic inscriptions', in Epigrafika Vostoka (Eastern Epigraphy), vol. 

lV 15 (Moscow 1963), 16-23 ; 'Social -legal groups in Syrian society of the 

Hellenistic -Roman period', in Vestm'k drevney istorii, no . 2, 1971, 119-28 , etc. 

205 I. Sh . Shifman, Vozniknovenie Karfagenskoy derzhavy (The Rise of the Car­

thaginian State) (Moscow-Leningrad 1963); and Nabateyskoe gosudarstvo i ego 

kultura (The Nabatean State and its Culture) (Moscow 1976) . 

206 See , for example, his works: 'On the affirmative meaning of the particle a in 

the Syrian language', in Kratkie soobshcheniya Instituta narodov Azii AN 

SSSR, vol. 86 (Moscow 1965), 25 -30; 'Samaritan inscriptions', in the book 

e VoprosyfilologiistranAziiiAfriki, vol. l (Moscow 1971) , 152-60. 

L. Kh. Vilsker , 'New documents discovered at Nahal Hever' , in Vestnik 

drevney istorii, no. l, 1964, 120-30. J 

208 Rasskazy izrailskikh pisateley (Short Stories by Israeli Writers) (Moscow 1965) 

(translation from the lvrit and information about the authors) ; lskatel zhem­

chuga (The Pearl Diver) (Moscow 1966) (compiled, translated from the Ivrit, 

and information on the authors given by Vilsker) . 

209 See, for example, his works : 'Source material for the study of the social struc ­

ture of Ugarit ' , in Vestnik drevney istorii, no . 4 , 1952, 28-37; 'Notes on the 

history of Phoenicia in the 8th Century BC', in Palestinsky sbomik, vol. 3, 

1958, 58-70; 'The historical significance of inscriptions on Phoenician and Ca­

naanite spear- and arrow -heads' , in Epigrafika Vostoka, vol. 16, 1963; 'Royal 

dependents (bns mlk) and units of the royal estate (gt) in Ugarit', in Vestnik 

drevney iston'i, no. 2, 1967 , 42 -7 (in Russian with English summary) . 

210 See, for example , M. Heltzer, 'On the Akkadian term "resu" in Ugarit' , in 

Israel Oriental Studies, vol. 4, 1974, 4-11 ; 'Mortgage of land property and 

release from it in Ugarit' , injoumal of the Economic and Social History of the 

on·ent (Leiden), vol. 19, 1976, 89-91. 

211 It should be noted that his name is mistakenly spelt 'Grundfest' in Miliband's 

(!}
'Dictionary' (p . 158). 
Like other Hebrew scholars in the USSR, Ya . B. Gruntfest because of censor­

ship constraints had to avoid the words 'Hebrew, Jew , Jewish '. Thus he replaces 

the words 'Hebrew inscription ' by 'Yemenite inscription' (after the place where 

it was found), or by 'P.A . Gryaznevich's inscription' (after the name of the man 

who discovered and photographed the inscription). 

213 In Palestinsky sbomik, vol. 25(88), (Moscow 1974), 105-14. Previously these 

research materials had been published in an abbreviated form under the title 
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'The inscription "Twenty-four Turns" from Beyt·Hadida' in the collection of 
essays Pismennye pamyatniki i problemy istorii kultury narodov Vostoka 
(Written Texts and Problems in the History of the Culture of the Peoples of thr 
F.ast). vol. 9 (Leningrad 1973), 71 -81. 

214 See V.Y. Sheynin, 'Der literarische Nachlass des Josef ben Tanchum haj­
Jeruschalmi' , Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae, Tomus 
XXII (1969) , 245 -71. 

215 The title of the book was thought up by Sheynin with the censorship in mind 
and was gladly accepted by the main editorial panel of Eastern literature of thr 
USSR Academy of Sciences Publishers. 
Moses ben Joseph Kim hi , a Jewish grammarian and compiler of commentaries 
who lived in France in the twelfth century. 
See, for example , his above-mentioned article, cited in footnote 150 abovr . 
See on this topic, for example, LR. Graham, Science and Philosophy inlht 

.._:.___ Soviet Union (New York 1972), 16-17 . -
219 NarodyAziiiAfriki, no. 6, 1973, 238 . 
220 W. Zimmerman. Soviet Perspectives on International Relations, 1956-/967 

(Princeton 1969) , 25 . 
221 L.A . Gordon , h istorii rabochego klassa Indii. Polozhenie bombeyskogo pro• 

letariata v noveyshee vremya (A Chapter in the History of the Indian Working 
Class. Status of the Bombay Proletariat in Modern Times) (Moscow 1961 ): 
L.A. Fridman , Kapitalisticheskoe razvitie Egipta (The Capitalist Development 
of Egypt) (Moscow 1963); L.A . Gordon and L.A. Fridman , 'The situation of 
the working class in the economically under-developed countries of Asia and 
Africa (based on India and the United Arab Republic)', in Narody Azii i 
Afriki, no. l, 1962 , 30-48; and 'The social structure of society and the working 
class of the developing countries of Asia and Africa', in the book Rabochy k/a.15 
stran Azii i Afriki (The Working Class of the Countries of Asia and Africa) 
(Moscow 1966), 3-106, etc. 

222 See , for example, G. L. Bondarevsky, 'The Portuguese Colonizers - the 
Enemies of the Peoples of Africa ' (Moscow 1962); N .A. Khalfin , 'The Yankees 
in the East in the Nineteenth Century , or Colonialism Without an Empire' 
(Moscow 1966); T.S . Braginsky, 'Thf' image of V.1. Lenin in the literatures of 
the East ' , in the book 'V . I. Lenin and Non -Soviet Oriental Literature' 
(Moscow 1971) , 267-71, etc . We would like also to mention that I.S . Bragin · 
sky was the author of the article 'Class essence of Zionism' published in the 
Soviet daily Pravda (17 March 1970). Here he openly advocated the 'pro· 

( 

gressive process' of Jewish assimilation as the best and only solution of the 
]ewish question ' , opposing Zionism , to which he attributed the usual acrnsa · 
tions of 'racialism ' and 'imperialism ' (re -published in English by the Novosti 
Press Agency in the collection : 'Zionism: Instrument of Imperialist Reaction . 
Soviet Opinion on Events in the Middle East and the Adventures of Intema· 
tional Zionism ' (March -May , 1970 , Moscow) . 

223 Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 
vol. 26 , 1963, 435 -6. 

224 C . A. Storey , Persidskaya literatura. Bio-bibliografichesky obzor v trekh 
chastyakh (Persian Literature. A Biographical and Bibliographical Survey in 
Three Parts). Translatecl from the English , re -cast and enlarged by Yu. E. 
Bregel (Moscow 1972), 3 vols. 

225 Voprosy istorii , no . 3, 1967 , 70-81. 
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PO BOX 670 • 1325 N COLLEGE AVENUE • CLAREMONT CA 91711 • 714 621-6451 

Rabbi Philip Hiat 
Special Asst. to the President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Hiat: 

May 6, 1987 

Many thanks for the instructive conversation we had last week. 
The hard work you have undertaken in the last 7½ years is evident in 
the gains you have made with respect to a working agreement for 
scholarship with the institutions in Leningrad. I would hope that 
our own proposal might build modestly on that foundation. Since you 
have confirmed that no master microfilm copies of these treasures 
exist, I am the moce eagec to exploce possibilities for our proposal. 

In the last eighteen months, we have requested almost two dozen 
manuscripts from the State Public Library for our own microfilm 
collection, and one film from the Institute for Oriental Studies. 
The latter indicated that the condition of the manuscript would not 
permit microfilming. From that, however, we also gained the contact 
with Naftule'ev, whose letter we were unable to discern as being 
official oc private. 

The State Library's response through I. Grigorieva in Foreign 
Acquisitions has been generous and constructive. We have provided 
them, oc will yet provide them, with the following acquisitions: 

Coreas, D. Studies in the History of the Jews of Morocco. 
Shunami, S. Bibliography of Jewish Bibliographies. 
Santos Otero, A. de. Die handschriftliche Ueberlieferung 

der altslavischen Apokriphen. 
Diehl, E. Bookbinding. 
Hirschberg, H.Z. The Histocy of the Jews in North Africa. 
Reed, R. Ancient Skins, Parchments, and Leather . 
Film of Piecpont-Morgan Library Ms 652. 

We have received fcom them: 

Greek 101 
Firk. 124 

Greek 224 
Firk. 159 

Firk. II.B.25 
Firk. II.B.39 

Firk. II.B.26 
Firk . II.B . 94 
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We still expect to receive from them: 

Firk. 185 
Grech 694 

Firk. II. B.10 
Firk. II.B.115 

Firk. II.B.17 
Firk. II. B. 225 

Page 2 

Firk. II. B.34 

They, too, have indicated difficulty in making copies of certain 
manuscripts: Firk. II.B Nos. 9, 13, 159, 1283. These I have seen in 
microfilm form in Jerusalem at the Institute for Microfilmed Hebrew 
Manuscripts. Evidently they were filmed at one time, and to have 
them again closed to researchers who cannot travel to Leningrad is 
the sort of situation we hope to remedy. A single, high-quality 
archival master film should be produced and made available for 
copying by future researchers. 

Specifically, if the optimal arrangement could be worked out, 
we would seek to take a small photographic team to Leningrad on one 
or more occasions for a total period of approximately four months, 
given current estimations of the size of the collections. All 
necessary studio equipment, film, and darkroom materials would be 
provided from this end. The team would work systematically through 
the collections, filming everything in 35mm format negative microfilm 
and processing to archival standards. From the archival negative, an 
immediate duplicate negative film would be produced for retention by 
the holding Soviet institution. The negative would be returned with 
the team to the U.S., where one additional copy would be produced for 
use by researchers at the Manuscript Center, and retired to our 
archival vault outside Tahoe City, NV. 

This proposal has the dual advantage of providing Leningrad 
with the security afforded by a full microfilm record of their 
collections and providing the Manuscript Center, a focus of text­
critical research for scholars the world over, with a complete and 
openly-available set of films of these unique resources. Any 
restrictions Leningrad sees fit to place on use of the films would, 
of course, be honored, but the basic task of making copies available 
in the West would have been accomplished, even if access to them 
could not be granted for some time to come. 

Our "track record" in this field includes production of a 
complete set of copy negatives of the Dead Sea Scrolls at the 
Rockefeller Museum in Jerusalem in 1980, and management of the filmed 
manuscript collection of the International Greek New Testament 
Project, as well as our own collection, since 1978. The coordinator 
of the project for the Manuscript Center would be Trustee Bruce 
Zuckerman, Assistant Professor of Religion at USC, editor of Maarav, 
and an experienced manuscript photographer who has worked with the 
Greek and Syriac discoveries at St. Catherine's Monastery at Mt. 
Sinai. I would provide primary staff support. 
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Funding for the project would be sought both from NEH and 
from individuals who might be interested in seeing this archive 
safeguarded and made available to broader scholarly study, The Manu­
script Center is particularly interested for its own collection only 
in the biblical materials. Since so much else is present, we would 
seek the cooperation of others, such as the UAHC, the Jewish Theo­
logical Seminary, the Institute for Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts, 
etc., who might assist in the project and serve as repository for 
materials of a non-biblical character. 

I assume we have no need to convince you of the need for this 
work. Nothing can substitute for direct study of the manuscripts 
themselves, but for many that remains an unattainable goal due to the 
costs of travel and study abroad. Beyond that, the prospect of any 
physical catastrophe in Leningrad robbing us of this irreplaceable 
witness is horrendous to contemplate. We very much appreciate the 
extensive groundwork you have laid, and will look forward to working 
closely with you as we attempt to translate our vision of cooperation 
and mutual benefit into reality. 

Again, many thanks for your interest and assistance. I look 
forward to speaking further with you about this. 

PAP: gdm 
cc: James A. Sanders 

Bruce E. Zuckerman 

Best wishes, 

~ ✓~..J 
Peter A. Pettit 
Director 
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·' Anita B. Lasry 
135 Central Park West 
New York, N.Y. 10023 
212- 799 5757 

November 10, 1986 

Dear Rabbi Hyat, 

I am very grateful that you are willing to 
me the Microfilm copy 0£ the MS Guenzburg 
Coronel 129. It is in the SALTIKOW library 
title 0£ the work in this manuscript 
KEDUSHAH/Gates 0£ Holiness. 

attempt to get 
691, £ormerly 
in MOSCOW. THe 

ia SHAAREV 

May the ALmighty grant you success on this 
trip. 

Cordially, 



Rabbi Keduahah (Gates 0£ 

Holiness) -------- is the only textbook 0£ Kabbalistic meditation 

printed be£ore the twentieth century. The word 

"meditation" as it is used here designates a means to 

allow the indididual to ascend to the transcendental, 

spiritual realm. 

Rabbi Vital wanted to bring meditation to the level 0£ 

the common reader, and he rein£orces this goal throughout 

the work. In his prologue, he explains that he had 

observed that some people seeked spirituality, or in other 

words, had a yearning to reach the level 0£ enlightenment, 

where the Holy Spirit rests on one. He then poetically 

adds that "the ladder was hidden £rom their eyes." 

As Rabbi Vital explained, there are no records 0£ the 

living habits 0£ the prophets, so that one could emulate 

their ways so as to reach their level 0£ prophecy. The 

early saints, known as the Pharisees, observing that the 

prophets were o£ten seen in isolation in the desert, 

attempted to practice this separation in their own homes. 

They persevered on their goal until they reached the level 

0£ enlightenment and were able to prophesy. 

Rabbi Vital then states that his purpose is to give a 

detailed description 0£ the Divine service and the 

behavior that is rewarded with enlightenment, so that 

whoever desires to "ascend" will have the means to do it. 

He writes: "In order that those who wish to enter the 
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Sanctuary so aa to be sancti£ied not be discouraged, I 

will explain a £ew concepts, opening the door like the eye 

0£ a needle, £or 'in His goodness, God will not withhold 

good £ram those who are wholehearted.' First, I will 

explain a £ew principles concerning enlightenment. Then, 

in the Eighth Gate, I will discuss the speci£ic methods, 

with the help 0£ the Blessed One" <III:7). 

The £irst section 0£ the book explains man's psychic 

structure, both the source of the soul and man's inner 

make-up. 

education 

What £allows is the conception 0£ the ethical 

of the Jew, as a stage on the way to 

enlightenment, or mystical communion with God. Towards 

the end of the third section, he calls on his reader not 

to despair to ever reach his goal. He adds: 

"Commenting on the verse 'Deborah was a prophetess,' 

(~~gg~2 , 4:4), the prophet EliJah taught his disciples: 'I 

call heaven and earth to witness, that any individual, man 

or woman, Jew or gentile, 

Holy Spirit come upon him. 

<III: 7>. 

freeman or slave, can have the 

It all depends on his deeds." 

In the section dealing with the methods of sanctifying 

onesel£ to receive the Holy Spirit, he instructs the 

reader on how to direct his consciousness if he is using a 

YICHUD\uni£ication, where one manipulates the letters 0£ 

various Names 0£ God. These Divine Names re£lect spiritual 

£orces, which can have power£ul e££ects on the human mind. 

Rabbi Vital again reminds his readers to be patient and 

not to give up i£ they do not £eel that the spirit has 
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rested on them. He exhorts the readers to strengthen 

themselves all the more with prayer and holiness until 

they are worthy that the spirit should rest upon them. 

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, 0£ blessed memory, mentions Gates -----
0£ Holiness in his book Meditation and Kabbalah (Maine: --------
Weiser, 1982), in the section on the Sa£ed Kabbalists. He 

writes: "One 0£ the most remarkable books about the 

meditative Kabbalah, and one 0£ the very £ew ever printed, 

was Chaim Vital's Shaare~ Kedushah <~~~~! 0£ Holiness) --------
(p. 187). 

Gates 0£ ~~!!~~!! brings essential information about 

the work 0£ the Sa£ed kabbalists. These sages revealed 

new mystical knowledge based on their conviction that 

teaching the hidden aspects 0£ the Torah was a sign 0£ the 

Final Redemption, £or which these mysteries are necessary. 

It is in this spirit that Rabbi Vital makes this knowledge 

available to the average man. He writes in prologue: 

'"[In this book] I reveal secrets which our ancient 

sages did not grasp, because I received them directly from 

a holy man, angel 0£ the Lord 0£ Hosts, my teacher, the 

godly Rabbi Isaac Luria, 0£ blessed memory." 

Rabbi Vital was the principal disciple 0£ the holy 

Rabbi Luria, studying under him £or nearly two years until 

Rabbi Luria's death in 1572. He assembled the maJor 

writings 0£ Rabbi Luria under the title gI~ g~~!~- It is 

not known exactly when §~t~§ 0£ Holiness was written, but 

it was probably done after the death 0£ Rabbi Luria. It 

9 
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was £irst printed in Constantinople in 1715, 

into more than thirty editions since. 

and has gone 

The book contains approximately 25,000 words. It is 

divided into three sections. A fourth section exists only 

in manuscript. Since it deals with specific methods 0£ 

Kabbalah meditation involving Divine Names, 

thought to be £it £or mass consumption. 

it was not 

The translation will be preceded by an introduction 

delving into the Lurianic sources on ecstasy and prophecy 

£or Gates 0£ Holiness. Esoteric concepts such as those 

found in section I, gate 1 (humours, elements 0£ damage, 

sights 0£ a££liction, etc~) will be explained in the 

introduction. 

In addition, I plan to make an edition 0£ the text, so 

as to be able to print text and translation on £acing 

pages. The Hebrew text will be vocali2ed. The text will 

be translated into clear vernacular English, 

the ideas rather than the words. 

translating 

Besides the subJect index, I will also iclude a lexicon 

0£ the Hebrew words which could present di££iculties to 

the novist Hebrew reader, so that he\she will be able to 

£allow the Hebrew text with a minimum 0£ e££ort. The 

words will not be alphabetized according to their roots, 

but as they appear in the text. The root will be indicated 

£or all verbal £orms. 

In addition to providing the translation of an 

essential classic of Jewish mysticism, this book will be a 

student manual, bringing to the level 0£ novice readers 

10 
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GUIDANCE FOR PIETY AND ABSTINENCE WHICH LEAD 

TO ENLIGHTENMENT 

The first gate 

Description of the Flaw [that comes] through the Sin 

of Man Regarding the Commandments 

I shall enlighten you and teach you how great a 

mar,' s ev i 1 is when he violates one of the 365 negative 

or when he abstains from fulfilling one of commar,dments, 

the 248 positive commandments that he was ordered to 

perf,:,rm. 

It is known to men of science that the body of man is 

not man [himself]; it is like a garment which clothes the 

intelligent soul, which is man himself while he is in this 

wc,rld, and after his death, this garment is removed from 

him, and he will dress in a pure and clean spiritual 

garmer,t, as it is written: 11 Rem,::,ve the f i 1 thy garmel",t s, 

etc .. 11 al",d 11 clc,the yc,ursel f with change of raimer,t" 

(Zechariah.!. 3:4). This is called the "garmer,t c,f the 

rabbis" <i2b~t:>-

Just as the tailor makes garments for the body of man 

according to [the structure of] his limbs, i r, the same 

way the Blessed One made the body, which is the garment o~ 

the soul, according to the structure of the soul: with 248 
1 

members and 365 sinews -- which bind the parts together 

and are drawn upon for the blood and life from bone to 

in the semblance of channels. After the formation 

of the body, He breathed into it a living soul, containing 
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248 spiritual members and 365 sinews, 
8 

and clothed them 

with the 248 members and 365 sinews of the body. Thus, the 

parts of the soul perform their function through the members 

of the body like an ax in the hands of the axeman . 

. The proof of this is that the members of the body only 

perform their function as long as the soul is in them-- --

the eye sees and the ear hears, etc. ; and when the soul 

leaves, the sight darkens, and all the senses of the 248 

members become void. In the same manner, the 365 

spiritual siir,ews of the soul "clc,the themselves" in the 

365 sinews of the body, and they draw the bodily 

which is the bl oc,d with the inner 

spiritual nourishment inside of it, to the 248 members of 

the body, to provide for the 248 members of the soul. 

After death there isn't any life effect, ar-,d the sinews 

of the body break down and rot: like the 248 members, and 

it is as if they had never been. Thus, man himself is 

nothing but the understanding soul, which is clothed 

the bc,dy; the latter is called "its garmeir,t" ir·, this 

wc,r 1 d. 

Know that after Adam sinned and ate from the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil, good and evil Joined together 

inside his body and soul as well; and this is the meaning 

c,'f "the 'foulr-,ess ,:,f the sir,ake" that it iir,Jected int,:, Eve 

Through the evil and the foulness that it 

put into them it caused them illnesses and afflictions, 

and death to their souls and bodies. Therefc,re it is 
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writ ter,: "Or, the day yc,u w i 11 eat from it yc,u wi. 11 surely 
'3 

Death to the soul and death to the .-. 
C. 

bc,dy. I will explain the meaning of the good and evil 

that mingled with them. <Read section II, gate I, and you 

will understand what we are writing in this gate.) 

When Adam sinned through the tree of good and evil, he 

caused this mixture in all the worlds, and there is no 
~ 

existence which does not contain both good and evil. As a 

result, the body of man is created from the four lower 

elemer,ts, which contain good and evil. The body of man is 

created from the good which is in the four elements: fire, 

water, dust. However, from the evil which is in 

them, four moods are created in the body, and these are: 

the white, the black, the red and the yellow, and if any 

of them dominates -- from the aspect of evil over the 

aspect of good, illnesses and afflictions come to man. If 

the domination increases to the utmost, it brings death to 

the body of mar-1. 

It has already been explained that in all the worlds 

there was a mixture of good and evil. As a result, this 

was also the case in man's soul. For, is it not carved 

from the four spiritual foundations -- from which are 

created all the Supernal Beings -- which are the four 

letters of the Tetragrammaton? It is written on this 

s•.tbJect: "Cc,me frc,r., the fc,ur wi r,ds, 0 spirit etc .. fl 

<Ezekiel, 37: '3 >. This is called man's soul from the 

aspect of goc,d. The Lord also made a parallel to this 

it is called: the 
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four principles of damage and the four appearances of 

5 
afflict ior,, as well as the four evil elements, 

from there is drawn into man an evil soul which is called 

"evil If this soul rules over the good 

blemishes, affliction and disease of the soul come 

upor, it; ar,d if it ,:,verpc,wers the gc11::,d soul, it kills man. 

The pure soul, which is the fruit, contains the 613 

members and sinews clothed inside its equivalent in the 

defiled sol1l, which is called "the shell c,f the fruit." 

Both together are clothed in the 613 members and sinews of 

the body, and the members of the pure soul are found 

inside the members of the evil soul. 

Each one of these two souls needs spiritual nourishment 

to exist. Hc,wever, the spiritual substance of the holy 

sc,ul is drawn to it through the fulfillment of the Torah~ 

with its 613 commandments similar to the 613 members of 

the soul, and it [the Torah] is called 'bread.' As it is 

writter1: "Go eat ,:,f my bread" (Proverbs, 9:5). Each c,f the 

248 members is nourished from a particular commandment 

which is connected with the same member. 

deficier,t in the fulfilment of some commandment, the 

particular member connected with the commandment will lack 

its nourishment which is drawn to it from the four letters 

of the Tetragrammaton, as it is written: 

life to tc, them all" (~§£b.!E.!1!!.e, 9: 6). All commandments 

are dependent on these four letters. As our sages said: 

[The numerical value of the first two letters of the name] 
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YUD arid HEY, together with [the numerical value of the 
11 

letters of the Hebrew word for 'my Name' SHEMI equal 

365; [the numerical value of the second two letters of the 

NameJ VAV arid HEY, together with [the Hebrew word for 

'evidence of my existence'] ZICHRI - equals 248. 

Similarly, from these are drawn the four roots of the 

foundations of the holy soul, as we explair1ed, 

result, the member [connected] to the violated commandment 

is totally dead. As the holiness flees from it, the 

spirit of defilement stemming from the four elements of 

the impure soul clothes itself in the member, which is the 

secret that what ,:,1.1r sages stated: "Tyre was filled by 

noth i rig else tham the destruct ic,r1 c,f Jerusalem." As a 

res1.1l t, that particular member is r1ourished with impure 

bread, which disgusts Gc,d, as sh,:,wr1 by the st atemer1t: 

"evil people are referred tc, as 'dead' d1.1rir1g their lives." 

18:2), because the holy soul from the living 

God has fled them, and what dwells on him is death, 

referred to as 'cardinal of all defilement.' 

Likewise, wher, mar1 fulfills the 365 r1egat ive 

commandments by abstaining from doing them, it is written: 

"a maY, whc, sits aY1d dc,es riot sir1 is rewarded as though he 

had fu 1 f i 11 ed a c,::,mmar1dmer1t. " Wher1 a positive cc,mmar,dmer,t 

is fulfilled, the spiritual nourishment has a power -- to 

be drawn through channels which are the 365 sinews of the 

sc,ul to infuse life to its 248 members. If mar, 

t rar1sgresses the particular char,r1el 

connected to that transgression is destroyed through the 
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defilement of the nourishment of the shell cleaving to it. 

As the channel dries, the particular member dries up as 

wel 1. 

-- as 

Even though that member is not completely removed 

[one would expect it toJ for having violated a 

positive commandment -- it becomes blemished. 

Therefc,re, man must try with all his power to fulfill 

all 613 commandments; and when he fulfills some positive 

cc,mr,,andment, he should intend to remove the foulness of 

the shell from the particular member of his soul connected 

with that commandment, and then upon it will rest the the 

[spiritual] member [connected with] that holy commandment. 

[This will happen] once the foulness has fled, ir, the 

sense of: "their ir,iquities have c,:,me up,:,y-, their bc,r,es" 

The reasc,n is: "when ,:,r,e rises, the other falls." 

Similarly, whenever some violation is in his path, he 

should abstain from doing it. He should ir,ter,d that 

through this [abstention], the foulness of the particular 

sinew of the soul connected to that transgression will 

leave. The spiritual overabundance drawn through the 

spiritual channel will then be able to flow, 

this his soul is made into a seat and chariot for the Holy 

Or,e Blessed-be-He, ir, the ser,se of: "The fc,refathers: they 

surely were the chari,:•t. 11 
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Notes to the first gate 

13 
l 

Members: the Hebrew word is EBARIM, re£erring to 
limbs, organs and bones. The word £or sinews is GIDIM, 
and it re£era to sinews and veins. 

2 
The Hebrew expression £or "you will surely die" is MOT 

TAMUT. Due to the repetition 0£ the word £or death, the 
interpretation 0£ the verse is that one death alludes to 
the soul and the other to the body. 

3 
The evil in the £our elements causes a certain conduct 

in man re£erred to in terms 0£ colors because 0£ the 
association 0£ this mood or conduct with a particular 
element. White implies a calm mood; black indicates 
depression; red implies pride and anger and green points 
to Jealousy. 

See Rabbi Shlomo Ibn Yehudah Gabirol, !!~~~~ ~!9~~ ~~= 

N~!~!h <B~s~!!!s~~!~~ 0£ the IE~!~! 0£ the §~~!), 
Jerusalem 5727. 

4 
Four principles 0£ damage: 

1:1, on the four principles 
Menachem Elon, The Princi2lea 
NEZIKIN, P. 323. Jerusalem: 
Jewish Law. 

see tractate Baba ~~mm~, 
causes of damage. (Cf. 
~! ~~~!~h k~~, art. AVOT 
Institute £or Research in 

Rabbi Vital is trying to explain that the £our elements 
a££ect the body 0£ man. I£ the soul is dominated by the 
evil in the elements, the consequence is that such damages 
could occur to man, and particularly through the "unruly 
man" <ADAM BLIYA'AL). 

5 
Four appearances of affliction: refers to the Biblical 

curse 0£ leprosy which came through reprehensible traits. 
Tractate NEGA'IM, 1:1 elaborates the details given in Lev. 
chap. 13, concerning the symptoms 0£ this type 0£ leprosy. 
R. Aryeh Kaplan explains that this "leprous curse" 
mentioned in the Torah is not Hansen's disease: "Rather, 
it was a physical symptom 0£ a spiritual de£ect, ocurring 
primarily in individuals on a high spiritual level, whose 
body £unctions were subJect to their spiritual state (C£. 
Yad, Tumath Tzaraath 168:10). Thus, a gentile having a 
leprous mark is not unclean <NEGA'IM 3:1>. [ ... ] It is 
seen as resulting £ram slander <~~~E~E!: 12:10) 

Living Torah, p. 326, note on P• 13.2) 
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Seaitica , t .be aci.eAOe oonceziud with the Seai-t1o 
langoag.e and t.be l1teratlll'e 1.o tbeae laogt.aagea, ia a 
higbl.7 important aect1on ot OlP1.eAtal atwii•• or rather 
Oriental. philology. 1 ~be Sea1tic language■ (ua~ian, 
.t:r._10, Hebrew, Ph08A1o1an, .t:rab1c and Ethiopia), alpha­
beta and Sem1tic-leng11ag. literature played an outstandi.Gg 
role 1A the uaacence and denlopaent of ciYilization. Ba­
tll?'ally, a&1Ch attentiOA waa paid to Sem.1t1ca 1n st. Peter-

·ebu.rg, a aajor centre ot Oriental atud_iea. 
Before the BeYOl11tion of 1917 w1de-raase Semi tic atu­

dies oonoentrated aainly at the Oriental Paculty of the 
tJniYeraity of st. Peterabm!'g follDded 1.o the middle ot the 
lut century. At tbe ooantry•a other Orientalist centre■ 
Semitic• WIiii 1A faot represented only by Arabic stud1ea 
(lloacow, Kazan, Kbarko.,., etc.). 

Semitics gained an impetu atter the October Revoluti­
on ot 1917 when, relying on the beat traditiona of Ruaa1an 
scholarahip, it began to denlop Yigorouly at both old. 
and newly created Orientalist centres and to extend ateadi­
ly tba range of ite st11di••• 

The preeent paper aillla at a general e111"Ye7 of SoYiet 
Sea1t1ce. Si.nee Arabic and Aae~ian etwiiee an treated 1D 
epecial papen, thie paper will outline the prog:reH ot 
soviet Semitics 1n Bortb-Semitio philology u wll u 
Sabaean and Ab:,ae1nian etlld1ee. SiAce Oriental philology 
cloeely inYolTee eipgraphy and atu41ea of aouroe■, ~­
tielde are also reflected 1A the J)Z'eaent paper. 

In the yeara prior · to the Oc'tober BeYOlution ot __ . 
1917 special attention was paid to the deacriptioA· ot 
meaoacipta and the publication of catalogu••• !!hat ... 
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the first necessary at&r~ tn( st udy of R11Ssia's very 
ricb collections of m.anus~:-p,e and printed books. At tbe 
same time tho work wae. r.-r-:~ complex and requiring both 
thorough knowledge and g:-ee. in~uatry. Major contributiona 
to ~is activity came f rom outstanding scholars like V.Bo­
lotov, P.Kokovtsev, B. Tourayev and others. 

Epigraphy always attracted Russian Semiticste. P.Kokov­
tsov' s classical works concerned with the Aramaic, llebrew 
and Phoenician epigraphy won R11Ssian Semitics a well-deser­
ved renown, The publication of texts which still excel 
textologically bulked large in the Semitic studies before 
1917. On the other hand, linguistic research was in the 
background. 

In the first post-Revolutionary period {1917 to mid-
1920) in Soviet Oriental studies in general and Semitic 
studies in particular the same trends prevailed, with phil­
ology taking precedence. Emphasis was laid on the descrip­
tion and treatment of Selllitic-language texts of importance 
for the study of the history of the East as well. Two tao­
tors were conducive to the process: rich manuscript fund$ 
which contained many unique records and required further 
studies and a fundamental historical and philological back­
ground of scholars who sometimes were equally at ease in 
philology and history. The publication of texts, often 
provided with philological and historical scholia, constitu­
ted the pivot of Semitic studies of the period. 

Apart from what bas been said above, special attention 
was paid in the first decade of Soviet power to the training 
of Semitists acutely needed at that time. The education ot 

the new conti.llc'ent must be-credited to the echolara of the 
~lder generation who continued their activity after the Re­
volution (Kokovtsov, Tourayev, Krachkovsky and others). It 
ia to them that Soviet Semitics owes a debt of gratitude 
tor its expansion of the range ot research and its place ot 

honour in world science today. P. Kokovtsov and B.tourayev 
who bad matured as scholars before the Revolution must be 
regarded as the most prominent representatives ot the 
initial period ot Soviet Semitic studies. 

CID 
0 
C'II 

CID 
0 
N 

Aoade.c:...:: .!.~.; :: evt: :. .i".:O.:on sov ( 1861 to 1942) 11 ved. ~o .­
venerable cl~ c.;.,:,t 8!.c. !:.!.E r eseuch continued almost to the 
last day of n~e lir6. Eis equally great mastery of Arabic, 
Hebrew, Syr ia~ and A.ldtadian made him an authority in all 
these fields o~ Semitics (Bebra1ca, Aramaic studies, etc.). 
Pavel Kokovteov must be credited for the description and 
urangement of the vast Pirkovich Collection. He devoted 
several papers to the Bermitago Hebrew reoorde as well u 
the description and investigation ot Hebrew-Arabic, SY1"iall 
and Ethiopian 111&1Ul8cripts (including several Cambridge and 
Oxford MSS). 2 His philological studies are still exemplar7 
Of special interest 1n this respect are Pavel Kokovteov•a 

• inquiry into Hebrew and Hebraico-Arabic philology. 3 Panl 
, .Kokovteov made a aubatant1al oontribution to Semitic pale­

ograpey and epigrapbJ'. Bia publications of SY1"0-Tu.rkic 
1necriptiona, started by his teacher D.Chwolson, as well 
as SY1"1an epitaphs, contributed essentially to the stud7 
of the liietory ot the nations inhabiting the SoTiet Union. 4 

Pavel Xokovteov's research 1n Aramaic and BebraicopPhoeni­
c1an epigraphy laid a sound basis for Soviet Semi tic 
epigrnphy developing so vigorously today. 5 Pavel Kokovteov~a 
versatile research did not leave out of consideration 11n­
gu1stica and literary stDdies. Hie editorial notes and 
addenda to the Russian tranalatione of the well-k.aow.11 s.­
mitiets Th. N'oldeke and w.wrigbt contained many valuable 
data for studying the Semitic languages and Syrian 11tera­
ture. 6 It is difficult to survey the entire oontribution 
of such a truly universal Semitist like Paval Xokovtaov. 
Tluire is one general statement that can be sai'ely made z 
whatever be published ie a high example of conscientio~a 
and imaginative research. Pavel Kokovtaov symbolizes a 
whole stage in the development of RLLSsian and Soviet 
Semitics (the end of the last and the firs~ qLlBl'ter of this 
century). .,,-

Academician Boris Tourayev (1868 to 1920), a promuient 
student of the Ancient and Christian East, has come down in 
the history of Sd~itice as a pioneer of Soviet Ethiopic 
studiea though he has also made 3ll effective contribution 
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to the investigation o! :- · ~-..:~ei::..::: ian lang11age. Boria 
'fo11rayeT was convillced tn:::., - .1e 11?.ussian acbolar m11et 
tu-st of all work on t he c.~-.,: i.al available in hie own 
coW1try as a still W1sortt~ ~~l e••• He ■118t above all bring 
to general knowledge the o:va:'..l able records and make them ac­
ceaai ble as tar as possible "7 It is with this problem that 
'foaz,ayeT coped brilliantly. The aeholal' p11t m11ch time and ef­
fort into the description and iDTeatigation of Ethiopian 
colleotiou. l':rom 1897 onwal'd these descriptions were pab­
liabed regulal'ly aa monographs as well as papers in Tario11& 
acade■io periodicala. 8 Anotbez stwiy object of hie was the 
l1terat11re of Ethiopia. 9 Of special illlportance is hie pio­
neer wse of hagiography as historical eo11rces. Mention 
aholll.d be made in this context of h1a classical wo1'k 

"St11diee 1n the Bagiological SoU1'ces . of the History of Ethio­
pia -( St .Ptb. ~ 190). Tourayev naturally paid much attention to 
a thorough study of tbe history of Ethiopia;0 Ethiopian 
art, 11 Ethio~iaA amn1eme+.ice, 12 and the Semitic lang11agea 
ot Ethiopia. 3 llearly everything p11bl1ebed 1n Ethiopian 
atwiiea at the beginning of the 20th cent11ry 11p to 1920 
(i.e., the yeal' of his death) came from llnder hie pen. 
To11rayeT was also e.agaged in extensive educational W01'k. 
Both his scientific and ed11cational activity left a deep 
1apr1nt on the history of RllBaian science. 

In the next period (i.e., from the late twenties) 
the altiea of sciutific reaeal'cb were brightened by a 
conetellation of :,OQll8 Semitists who had studied Wlder 
llla.atrio11S echolars like Kokorisov, Tourayev and Krach.lcovs­
ky mentioaed aboTe. The cultural targets stemming from the 
SoTiet Union's national policy called for research into 
the languages of hoth large and 8111811 nations, the creati­
on of written alphabets for those Soviet nations who had 
nou, the compillation and adj11Stment of national terminolo­
gies, orthographies, grammars and diet ionariea, and the 
training of personnel for teachizlg at national schools. 
The re■ult was an iapet118 in the deTelopment ot all fields 
of 11.agLliatica, 1nclwiing Semitic linguistics which had hit­
herto been a lees deTeloped area ot Semitics. Chal'acterist1-

co 
0 
N 

cally. ne e.r:: ~~~ :~ng~~otic studies the nwnber of which was 
inai&nif ican, nae been concerned with the classical langua­
gee; now the livin.g Semi tic langl1&8es and dialects entered 
the range of oviet Semitic st11diea along with the classi­
cal tongues. A case in point is the nwnerou.s studios of 
N.Yuehmanov ( 1896-1946) in the .lrabic, Ethiopic, modern 
.lramaic dialects in which the scholar evinced hie outstan­
ding gift and subtle linguistic intaition. In the thirties 
he published works concerned with separate Semitic langua­
ges ot Ethiopiaa Amharic, Tigrinya, etc. which made a worthy 
cont ribution to world Ethiopia studies. 14 One of hie papers 
dealt with So11th-.1rabic. 15 Hie works in A1'amaic dialects 
probed into the phonetics and morphology ot the Urmian 
dialect; 16 siaultaneoasly Y11Shmanov wrote a survey uticle 
on ·tbe modern Assyrian neo-Syriac) language baaed on the 
Urmian dialect. 17 The• iavestigations played an 1.lllportant 
role 1n the f11rther stady of the modern .lramaic dialects. 
The a11thor'e profoWJd knowledge of the Semitic la.agl188•e as 
well as the languages of other systems enabled him to st11-
dy effectively some probleme of the phonetics and morphology 
o! the Semitic languages in comparatiTe terms. In this 
connect i on mention should be made of hie works "Semitic 
Root Variants" (hie doctorate thesis), "Semito-Hamito-Japhe­
tic Compr essed Gutterals", 18 "Semitic Linking Morphemee-1-
and - a - 19 as well as papers dealing with the comparative-- 20 phonetics of the Semitic lang11ages. 

Syriac wae effectively studied by A.AJ.yavdin, a p11pil 
of Kokovteov. He wrote a grammar of the Syriac l&ngliage (un­
published). A contribution to Hebrew st11diea waa made by 
I.Grinberg who made an interesti.ag stwiy ot the case en­
dings in Hebrew. 

The pra-Semitic consonant system was investigated by 
Ya. Vilencbik, a gifted Semitics and .Arabiat, one of the 
fast Soviet linguists to st11dy t.be Arabic d.1.alects. 21 Tae 
origill of the Semitic alphabet 1188 considered by 
v. Struve!2 

However, the prewar period of Soviet Semitica was 
by no means confined to ling11ietis thoUBh the intense 
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atlld:r of t.be phonetics ant ;;:.. .. .:na::- u:ructu.re ot Semitic 
laaga.age■ as nll as cloa~ ~~ -~tion to general linguistic 
probl ... ahU'ted the centr~ c~ avity ot philological r•­
■ell1'ch trom tenological t l:L:l6uist~c stlldiea. It ■hould 
be noted that research w aE e.lao in progress along the tra­
di tio.oal channels of Russian Semitic■, the description and 
pc1bl1oat1on of Semitic-lwiguage manwacripts, the publica­
tion ot .b1.ator1cal sources, iuid the decoding aDd study ot 
epigi-aphy. , 

Of special importance was the atudy of the Bibliotheca 
Priecllandiana III stored at the library of the Inst1iu1.e ot the 
People■ ot .uia o.s.s.R. Academy of Sciences. A ayatematic 
description of Hebrew booka, published prior to 1892, of 
this collection was ■tarted by S.Viner and carried on by 
I.Bender. The last inatalment of this catalogue (Instalment 
VIII) was p11bliahed in 19)6 1111der Pavel Kokovtsov•s editor­
ship. I.Gintsburg~3Profesaor KokovtsoV'e pupil worked with 
will and imagination on a large catalogue of Hebrew manus­
cripts of the Institute of the Peoples of A.sia,u.s.s.R. 
Academy of Sciences.He published a stimulating paper on 
Arabic medicine on the basis of the Hebrew manuscripts 
mentioned above. 24 N .Pigulevskaya has been studying Syri an 
manuscripts, apart from working on Syrian sources, 

Semi tic research was in progress before the war in 
Batonia. Thus, at the Tartu Univeraity O.llazing was enga­
ged in Ethiopian philology and A. Gulkevich in Hebrew and 
uaaaic. 

Refereing to the prewar epigraphy, apecial mention 
ahould be made of the discovery of Aramaic inscriptions 
in Georgia (near Ktakbeta, Georgia's ancient capital) and 
their atudy by Georgy Tsereteli (Tbilisi). Two Aramaic ste-
1.ae found in the archaeological excantions are inscribed, 
as was established by the scholar, in an entirely unknown 
"YILl'iet7 of the Aramaic script: the Armaz script (as it 
waa named after the place where it had been found). One 
of these inscriptions (a Greco-Aramaic bilingua) was pub­
lished in 1941 under the title "The Armaz Bili.cgua 1125 The 
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paper is ~~~~~Jlc nor ollly from the point ot view ot 
.Aramaic epic~~~ny. bat al.so from

6
the point ot view ot the 

history of the Geor - ian ecript.2 It eToked wide re■po.naee 
in the literat i.:.r e•erywhere and wae aoclaiJDed aa a aajor 
achieTeme.nt o! Soviet Oriental atudies. 

In 1940 G.Taereteli publiahed the ten of a Hebrew 
epitaph foWld also near Ktalcbet. The inscription date• bom 
circa the 4th to 5th cc.27 

The South-Arabic inacriptiona on bro.nae tablets atored 
in Leningrad were inveat1gated by I. Xracbkovsky. 28 

Despite the hard years of tlle Seoo.nd World war. Seaitic 
-, research continued though it subsided in the north where the 

venerable Orientaliat centre Leningrad waa besieged. A sup­
reme effort was necesaar7 to preserve what bad been achie­
Ted and keep barning the torch of knowledge kindled and 
passed on by the senior repreaentatiTea of Soviet Semitica. 
Giving due credit to the Semitiats of Leningrad., it ma.at be 
said that having preaerTed the Semitic-language collecti-
ons and Ruesian and SoTiet worka 1A the tield, they la&m­
ched enenain reaearch in the eouth of the counil'y (Sar­
toT, Kaaan, Tashkent and Alma-At a)• In this connect ion 
mention ahoa.ld be made of I. Kracbkovsky, •• YuahmanoT, 
B.Pi&ulevalta;ya, v. Belyapv, I. Vinn1kov &l1d others. Special 
credit goea to I. Kracbkovaky who directed, while 1A Len1A­
grad and Moscow, all the activity of Soviet Seaitiats and 
took an active pll1't ~ the preservation of the collections 
and the archives of the deceased scholars. 

In thia period an independent school of Georgian 
Semitic studies or1ginated in Georgia, the Caucasus. Its 
founder and head waa Georgy Taereteli, a well-known Semi­
tiat and Arabist, a pupil of KokovtaoT and lraohkoTaky. 
The Georgian scholars concentrated research at two inat1-
tutiona: the Oriental Paoulty of the Tb111a1 University 
and the Institu~e of Oriental Studies ot the Georgian 

Academy of Sciences. Along with research, ~aey were vigoro­
LlBly engaged in teachin&, and in particular, the publioa-



tion ot ■tu.dy aids tor var :o.o . Se:ci-:ic langu.ages.• 
.A character1at1o of tu t _. .,3twc period ot Soviet 

Semitic ■tu.dies is a broade~ ~..:.ge of 11.nguistio reaelll'ch, 
1110re thol'ough philological ~va,:.t igations, greater emphaaia 
on SUl1t1o epigraphy and mo::-t extended atwliea of &Olll'Cel! on 
the baaia of Semitic-langWlg~ records. 

The paat twenty years have seen the pu.bl1cat ion of 
11.ogu.i■tic papers 1n all Semitic langu.ages. 

I.Vinn1lcov, B. Grande, ll. Zand and others have been 
eagaged 1n e:xtenain Hebrew reaelll'ch. ll. Sbanidze29 (Tblli-
111) baa been workiag on the phonetics of Hebl'ew. Morpholo­
gical probl ... , 1n particu.lar the LooatiTe 1n Hebrew and 
.Araaaic as well ae composites 1n Hebrew, have been consi­
dered by Konstantin ~sereteu30 (Tbilisi). 

htensin l'esearch has been 1n pl'ogresa 1n llodel'n 
He brew. Some iexical pro blmu of llodel'n He brew have been 
treated by P.Shapiro, A. Bu.binahte1n31 and othera. Special 
•ntion ahollld be made of ,. Shapiro's Hebrew-Russian Dic­
tio.D&l'y containiag abou.t 30,000 worda. 32 The D1ct1onlll'y 1a 
appendixed with B. Grande'• "Grammatic Slll'Vey of ~odern 
Hebrew• which deals ■u.ccinctly with nearly all grammar of 
Moder.a Hebrew. Welleeomplled verbal and nominal paradigms 
are especially nlu.able. Of considerable interest is the 
stwly of the atructlll'e of llodern Hebrew in terms of stru.c­
tlll'&l l1agu.1at1cs. In this connection credit shou.ld be given 
to 11. 2.and '• research into the su.batratWll in lloder.a Hebrew 
and its phonology.33 

In Syriac mention ahou.ld be made of R.Rylova's publica­
tion of gr8111m&l' treatise of Eliah of Tirhan (the 11th c.) 

.)4 with corresponding scholia. Konstantin Tsereteli is pre-
paring tor p11bl1cat1on his eaaayiThe Spiac La.ogu.age"(in the 

g • 
aeries Langu.agea of .laia and Africa pu.blished 1n ltoscow) • 

There has been a revival of activity in the study ot 
the aiicient Aramaic dialects. In this field mention shou.ld 
be aade tirat of all of Isaak Vinnikov • s tu.ndaaental work 

• Por JDOre detail a'iNu.t the research of Georgian Semitista 
aee below. 
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'The Di ct i or.£ry of Arame.ic Inscri'tio.aa1135 comprising lexical 
material f or appro~ims.tely a thousand years from the 9th c. 
B.C. Text LUll refer ences are su.pplied, which makes the 'nicti­
onary~especially valuable. Its publication is a major achie­
vement of Soviet Semitics. Vinnikov devoted a apecial paper 
to the language of the Aramaic inscriptions from Hiaa (South 
Tu.rkmenia~36 The language of Ju.do-Aramaic records 1a investi­
gated by G.Lyashko-Demidova of Leningrad. Of major intereat 
1n this respect is her study ot the weak verb in the lite­
rary work "Targiim Onlceloe" as well as the relation of thia 
work with "Genesis A;ocriphon" 1n linguistic ter.ms • .37 The 
language ot the Pabcyrene inscriptions is e!!ectively inves-

-, tigahd by I. Shitaan.38 

htensive research is 1n progress into the modern .Ara­
maic dialects represented on the territory ot the sovi•t 
Union. In the postwar period they have been systematically 
investigated in Tbilisi. A comprehensive study of theae 
dialects led to the publication of a fairly large number of 
papers on the phonetics and gruaatic stru.ctUN of these 
dialects. 39 The Tbilisi team baa proceeded to the publica­
tion of 11.ngu.iatic material on living Aramaic dialects. . . ~ VolWDe I of Material& on Aramaic Dialectology by Konstantin 
Taereteli containing texts 1n the Urmian dialect appeared 
in 1965. The same author has published samples of Van and 
Aramaic dialects of Salamas. 40 Modern Assyrian(Neo-Syriac) 
·is being studied 1J1 :.iv-,cow as well. Studies in the history 
and vocabulary ot th6 ~1terlll'y language (G.Arsanis) aa well 
as in separate aspects of grammar (X.Matveyev) 41 have been 
published. Another highlight is a collection of Assyrian 
proverbs prepared tor publication by Georgy Arsanis. 

or major interest 1a the .modern Aramaic speech ct 
Jews which differe essentially from the Aramaic dialects 
ot Chritians. The Aramaic dialects of Jews are investiga­
ted by Anna Gabriyelova (Tbilisi) who has prepared !or 
publication a monograph concerned with the language of 
Salamas Jewa.42 

The Ugarit material has attracted attention in Olll' 

cou.ntry ever since its publication (I.Prank-Xamenetsky, 
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I.Ban-ebe, N. Hikoleky an~ c ._ .::&) 1 but it is only in 
Noent years that it hae btco!... .: -.: tidied intensely. K.Gelt-_

r'e rese&l'ch into its voc~b~lm-y and gramnBl.' deserves 
43 •ntion in this context, 

Until recently the Sout~-Arabic languages and SoQth­
Arabic records were a comparatively neglected tield. Hon­
ver, the titties and sixties have seen etimulati.Dg papers in 
this field written b;y the yowig scientists A.Lundin, 
Ya. Grundteet, G. Bauer and others. Special mention should 
be aade of Ya. Grundteet • s study of verbal forms 1n South­
Arabic 44 and A. Lundin• s in Sabaean onOJ11aatica and vocabu­
lay. 45 

After a long intermission I. Kracb.kovaky resumed ( in 
1948/49) his course at the Oriental Paculty of the Leningrad 
Univer■ity: "Introduction to Bthiopian Philology" w~ioh was 
pQbli■hed later posthumously ( in 1955) • The course has pla­
yed a substantial role in the education ot Bthiopic scholar■ 
of a wide range including linguista.v. Starinin•a'The Ethi-,. 
opian Langgage~ia coming OQt (in the aeries Languages of 
Asian and African Nations"). B. Titov has devoted 

4
i1a paper 

to the intricate language situation in Ethiopia. Amharic, 
the modern literary language of Abyssinia, baa been studied 
eapecially intensely. Lexical problems of Modern Amharic 
~-ve been treated by K.Kalinovakaya47 and some problems of ~ 48 49 the grammar ot the l'l&me language by E. Gankin, E.Titov 
and others. Pecul.iariiies of Amharic in comparison with so­
me other Semitic languages have been st11die•d 1n a special 
paper by E. Titov.50 

A general survey and description of the Semitic §f1-
g11&ges have been presented by B.Grande and I.Dyakonov, 
a. Taereteli devoted his paper to the linguistic identifi­
cation ot Semitic languages on the basis of the latest pro­
grese 1n linguiatica.52 I.Dyalconov put forward several 
JlOtable propositions in terms of the theory of Semito­
Baaatic language unity.53 Ua.ny papers deal with individual 
problems of the struct11re of Semitic lang11agee. The struc­
ture of the Semitic word was investigated by V • Starinin 
and G.Gab11chan54 the problems of the morphology of the Se-
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mitic l angu_g_ : ::-e.ct.ivcc. & h ighly original treatment 1n 
the A. Lokiaen~~li' s pepere 5 (Tbilisi). 

In the th~ties and forties philological research (inclu­
ding the treat~ent of manuscripts) subsided aamewhat but in 
the postwar pe~iod it expanded considerably, reinforced by 
you.ng specialist s. 

Klavdia Starkova, a pupil ot the gifted Semitiat 
I. Boriaov and an effective student of Hebrew philology, de­
voted her investigations to the description and study of 
Hebrew manuscripts. Some o~ her works can be mentioned by 
way of illustration: "On the P11blication and Study of 
Hebraico-Arabic Literary Records 1156 , "A hagment of the 
Pentateuch Parchment Scroll From the Collection of B.P.L1-
~ha~ev"57 and others. A substantial work of K.Starkova 
"The Oldelft Dated Bible Scrolls of the Institute of the 
Peoples of Asia, u.s.s.R. Academy of Sciences is now 
being p11bliebed. Apart from K. Starkova who has gained a 
wide philological rep~tation, effective work is being done 
by the Hebraists L.Vilsker, M.Sislin, K. Shanidze and others, 
L. Vilsker and M.Sielin have concentrated on the grammarian 
literature according to the MS collections of Leningrad, of 
considerable interest from the point of view of the 
history of grammatic thinking 1J1 the Near East. 58 ll.Shanizde 
is engeged in comprehensive studies of the Georgiw:i tranela­
tionE of Biblical texts 1n compa:rieon with the Hebrew ori­
ginal, revealing thereby the Georgian-Hebrew cultural rela­
tions of the period. 59 

Special mention should be made of Georgy Tsereteli'a 
study of a unique Biblical tsxt found at the viilage Lalla -
shi (Georgia). The Lailashi Bible 16 a Pentateuch parch­
ment dating from circa the 10th c. In other words, t.hi.e is 
o~e of the oldest Biblical scrolls extant. llaturally9 the 
publication of the scroll is eagerly await~d. 60 

A great deal has been done to describe the Samaritan 
MSS of Soviet collections (A. Borieov, I. Vinnikov, 
L.Vileker and others. 61 M.BogolynboT is studying Aramaic 
parchments dating to the close of the 5th o. B.c. 62 A~-
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laabl• Catalogue ot Sy:r it.- . : o:: Len1Dg?'ad63 has l'Hulted 

from Bi.na Pigu.levslcaya' c; !llf'. -year-lo.ag work in the descrip­

tion of Syl'iac aanuscipts. ~, is alao giYing auch time and 

effoi-t' to the description &nc publication of separate Sy-

1'1.an llSS. 64 
'fhe diaconry o! t he i's.mows Dead Sea SC1'olla (fl'Olll 

1947) ga·n l'iae to a new field of Seait1ca-Qwnraoiatica. 

'fhoggh coaparatinly yowig (only twenty years have elapsed 

ainc• the diaco•ery o! the Scrolls), it claims a place of 

honoLll' ao.ag Semitiata and especially Hebraiata all onr 

the world. The material 18 Taet and 1ta treatment will 

l'equi.r• enormous effort■ for lll&lly years. In the SoYiet 

Onion the at11dy of the Dead Sea Scrolls began comparatbe­

ly late. 'fhe first work concerned with the Scrolls waa 

K. Starkcwa•a paper pu.bliahed al.moat ten years dhr the 

diaconry. 65 

Subsequently It. Sta:rkcwa tlll'ned to the Scroll■ aore 

tb.ao once translating and in•eati~ating them. 66 The 1Atereat 

in tbe Dead Sea Scrolls kept growing. Many papel'a and boou 

intended for the general pu.blic int1'0du.ced Soviet nadera 

to the diaconriea and their importance tor science. 67 

Ioaif Allw.ain made a apecial atu.dy of the Dead Sea 

Sci-olla and de•oted •••eral papel'a to the au.bject. Mention 
w. 

ahould be mad• first of all of hia monograph The Dead Sea 

Sol'olls" (Moscow, 1960, 2nd edition, 1961) in whic.b the 

author preaenta historical interpretations alo.ag with philo­

logical acholia. H1a numerous papers and reports haTe been 

concerned with individu.al documents and problema originating 

in the treataent of tbe IIS material (the ideological alleg­

iance of the Quman commu.nity, . the Quaran"P••~C,:im", etc.). 68 

Old Sl.avo.nic texts han been investigated in the light of 

the Dead Sea diaconriea by M. Maahche:raky. 69 h'ca the point 

of Tiew of the hiatory of rel~ion, the Scrolls ue conaide­

l'ed bys.Koval••• J.. Leon1dov7 and others. I.Braginsky ha■ 
written a stiaul.ating papel' on the Persian elements 1A the 

Dead Sea Sc:rolla.71 I.Kata.nelson, L.Vilsker72 and othel'a 

Bl'O effectively 1101'king in the field. 

In Semitic epigraphy dlle cl'edit ahouJ.d be giyen to 
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I. Vinni.:o·, :r. ..:nt ~!.1.'ties be pu.bliahed Phoenician 1Aacrip­

t i.one ac.;oi:..p~"l:..ec. ,:ith analyeie and acholia. 73 

Hue paper 11 J... New Intelrpl'etation of tbe Inac1'1J)tion of 

Zakar, t hEl E:ing of Ha.mat and Lu•aJn74 exemplifies hie criti­

cal appr oach to r ecords published earlier. Hie profou.nd 

knowledge of Semitic epigraphy and in particu.181' Aramaic 

epigraphy led I.Vinnikov to the compUlation of hie excel­

lent Dictionary of Al.'amaic Inscriptions mentioned above. 

G.Taereteli is carrying on hie reaeBl'ob into Aramaic inacrip­

t~ona. At the rI:'I ~ternational Congress of the O:rientalists 

in 14oscow in 1960 he made a repol't on the Ar&D&ic Stele of 

Mtahet (Georgia) written in -the Armaz script. Hie vel'aatUe 

Semitic scholarship and subtle li.agu.iatic sense has enabled 

Tael'eteli to present an all-rou.nd otudy of this intereati.ag 

recol'd. The Canaanite epigraphy, viz. Pl,lllic and lloabite 

1nsC1'1ptions, are the subject of I. Sni:f'man's paper.75 

The Aramaic acript clay tablets excavated at ancient Niea ( 

(T11rkmenia) have ·been studied intensely in the Sov;i.et Uni­

on. Part of thi~ material ( including decoding and analysis) 

has been published by K. and I. Dyalconovs &Ad V.Lifsbite u.n­

der the title "Records of Ancient Nisa"76 M.Bogolyubov is 

publish:l.ng an Aramaic building-fragment inscription from 
77 

Aswan. The Ugarit recol'da, their reading and interpreta-

tion as well as the dat1ng of the Ugarit cuneif orm texts have 

been repeatedly studied (V.Str11ve, 78 K.Geltaer79 and othel'■). 
It is enco11raging to l'egiatel' a mol'e intense activity in 

the publication of South-Arabic recol'ds (G.Bauer, 80 A Lun-
81 • 

din and others). In the same context mention can be made 

of some numismatic l'eae&l'ch, for example, S.Pototeky's 

papel' "A Syrian SUTer Coin of Alltiocbu.s Epiphanee Prom a 

Hoard of Coins in the Ukraine" DO, 3, 1958). 

Semitic-langu.age manuscripts, books and the descrip­

tions are often 11aed as a011rces for historical research. 

As has been mentioned above, this tradition had existed 

long before the origin of Soveit Semitics. Semitic-la.o­

gu.age sou.rcea provided with both philological and biato­

rical scholia a:re published regul&l'ly. While publishing a 

text with tl'anslationa, the authors analyze them in histo-
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ricnl ter.148. As 8l1 exampic tn~ hebraico~Phoenician aource 
st11dies, mention coul d b· ~, - o: I .Shi!man82 and M Gelt-8J • ser •a - papers. Intense y·:,= . .s l.n progress on Syriac 
aources. In this fiel d ~. 1.z~levskaya'a fr11itful. activi­
ty deserves a special r efcr€nce. Her background of By&an­
tian st11diee helps her essent ially 1.n the study of Syrian • historical sources. Ber wo~ks like Joahu the Stilite Chro--
nicle", "Syriac Sources on the History of the Nations of 
the U. s. s.R. ", "The History or Mar Jabalatla III and 1'abban 

84 Sauma" and others ue substantial cont1'1b11tiona to this 
field of science. Si.nilar research 1a being conducted in 
the other Union Republics of the Soviet Union. Th11s, effec­
tive W01'k ie being done in :Baku by Rau: H11aeinov, 11sing 
extensinly Syriac ao11rcee for at11d:,ing the h1sto1'y of the 
nat iona of the Ca11caa11s and T11ricic nations. 85 Kb.lie lkonyan 
of Erevan is at11dyiJ:lg Syro-Armenian relations d1'aw1ng on 
Syriac ao11rces. 

Semitic-laag~ eou..rces are uae4 by N.liikolslcy (llinslc) 
for ~eaearch in the economy, ethnography and mythology of 
Ancitsnt Meaopotamia and Phoenicia. Ugarit data are extensi­
vely d1'awn upon in these investigations. As an example, men-

• " tion can be made of his valuable monograph Essays in the 
History of the Phoenician Communal and Agricultural Cults" 
(~insk, 1948).86 Drawing on Nabataean ethnographic data. 
I.Shifman is investigating the Nabataean private law. 87 

Yu. Kobishchanow is studying Ethiopian hiatorical sources.88 

Comparatively little hes been done in literary otudies, 
though recent years have witnessed an upsurge of activity 
in thia field as well. Literat11re 1.n Hebrew is effectively 
studied by A. BorisoT, I. Braginsky, G.Gluskina and others. 
A.Borisov•a research tbe in Mediaeval Hebrew literature has 
won him an impreaaive reputation among specialists. He has 
do.oe a great deal to st11dy. the life and art of Km-aim wri-

89 • ters. In th3 same conte::t mention should be made of 
I • .Yeshcnersky's "An Xxerpt .fro111 the Boole 'Joeippon• in the 
'Povaeti Vremel'Ulykh Let l90 1.n which the Middle-East rela­
tio.na with Old li11Bsian literat11rc are ·shown. I.Braginslcy 
r.a~ ·Nl."itten a atud.y of the "Song of !:olr.>1r.on. 1191 G.Gl11sk~a 
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has been ~::--;:ing cfi"~c>;ively on the man11Bc:ripto of medieval 
.l:iebrew poctt. 92 In the field of Syioiac lite:ratU2'e mention 
should be made of a s tud1 of the ancient Syriac versions of 
the well- lrnown collection"Kaiila and Dimna!93 Ethiopean 11-
terat11re is being studied by G. Tyutryumova9~ 2.Gankin95 
and others. 

Apart from a tho:ro11gh at11dy of the Semitic-language 
lite1"at11re, Soviet Semitists aim at introduciJ:lg it to So­
viet :readers. Hence the grow~ scope of translation. As 
an example, seve1'al translations can be mentioned. Sto1'ies 
and proverbs have been translated from the Syrian by L.Vil­
aker and A. Belov. L.Vilake1', A. Belov, K.Belenky and others . 
have been tranalating f':rom the Hebrew language. A collection ,, , 
entitled Stories ot ls1'aeli W1'iters appeared in 1965 (the 
"P1'ogreas" Publishers). The "Nauka" P11blishers put out in 
1966 a collection of Jewish storieeuThe Pearl Hunteren(w1th 
an 1nt1'oductory uticle written by R. llyin). Fairy-tales, 
legends, prove1'bs and sayings of Ethiopia t1'anslated fl-om 
the .Amha1' language havo been published in Russian under the 
title 1The Golden Land! 

U11ch attention 1a paid to the training of Semitiats. 
The major centres are Moscow, Leningrad and Tbilisi, where 
prominent scholars teach various Semitic disciplines. At 
present there are favourable conditions for organizing new 
Semitic centres in the Caucas11s, Central Asia and the Baltic 
Rep11blics. 

Naturally, a primary target of Soviet Semit~ce is to 
provide st11dents with adequate text-books ~nd aids. Exten­
oive and painstaking work has been done in recent years 
for this purpose: text-books·, manuals, readers and dictiona­
ries in separate Semitic languages have been compiled and • published, such ae l.Krachkovsky'e An Introduction to the 
Ethiopian Philology'1(Leniogra.d, 1955), Konstantin Tsereteli • s 

MA Reader in the Modern Assyrian La.cguage With a Dictionary" . . (Tb~lisi, 1958), G.Tyutryumov•e The Amhar Language (A Rea-
der)"(Leningrad, 1960), etc. Many text-books are being pre­
pared for press or are being printed at this writing: 
F.L. Shtipiro'e

11
A Textbook of Hebrew; Georgy Te:ereteli'e 
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•.a. Reader 1n Hebrew; Konfltc_:·-;_ '.:sere t eli's"A Grammar of 
the Modern Assyrian (Neo- S:'::'.L--, Language! etc. 

Soviet Semitists ~ubl ler ~~e ir works 1n the to1'111 of 
monographs as well ae papers in the proceedings of univer­
sities and the institut es of the u.s.s.R. Academy of Sci­
ences and the Academy of Sc i ences of tbe Union Republics and 
1n special magazine and collectioll8 like"vestnik Drevnei 
latori171 (YDI) . publiohed from 1937 (Editor: Professor 
s.L. Utchenko), "Paleat1nek11 Sbornik''(DC) (the new aeries 
published from 1954, Editor: B. Pigulyevekaya, Correspon­
ding Member of the u.s.s.R. Academy of Sciences),uEpigrap­
hica Voatoka'( :3B) (published from 1947, Editor: Professor " . ,, v. Krachltovakaya), Semitakie Yaz1k1 (published from 1963, 
Editor, G. Sbal'batov, Dr. sc./Phil./). Among the special 
aaguinea and collectioJ18 published prior to the thirties 
mention ahollld be made of"vostok•(1921-1925)/'Nov11 Voatok,. 
(1922-1930) and6Zapiaki Kollegii Vostokovedov•(1925-1930). 
Soviet contributions aloo appear, translated into Buropeai1 
and Baatern langu&89s, in scientific publicatio.ne of other 
countries. 

Much time is given to organizational activity to make 
Semitic studios more effective. In this respect mention 
shollld be made of regularly sponsored nation-wide confe­
rences and meetings of Semitists 1n recent ;years ae well as 
their participation 1n nation-wide conferences of Oriento­
logists. The 1st nation-wide Conference on Semitics was held 
1n Moscow 1n October 1964 and the 2nd Conference in Tbilisi 
1n June 1966 • .Functioning at the 1st and 2nd nation-wide 
Conferences of Arabists 1n Leningrad in 1959 and 1962 was 
a apecial section for Semitic le.nguagea. The transactions 
of conferences and meetings are published. Soviet Semitista 
regularly take part in the international congresses of Or1-
entologiats and keep developing their roaearch usociation 
with scientific institutions and colleagues ot many countries. 

A great interest evinced 1n Soviet Semitics, wide res­
ponses to its studies, and its scientific prestige indicate 
that 1n ~ne fifty yt:ars or its existence Soviet Semitics 
.b.as aade impreeeive progress and has been steadily 1n ~ 
the van ot world science. 
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? 2 R.KamleJioCOH, Hollile OTKJ)HTIIJI y IAepTBOI'O MOPK. 

• ABU :e: ~ua ceroJDIR". .1962, Ji 5; id.eli, 3al'a,tt1t1iJ MeJt&Ol'O 

CHITita, • .bzB B ~ cer0JtIISi•, 1963, j 7 ; JI. Bul,CRep, 0 
JtOQl(eHT8X, uaibtemna B H8.X8.11-XeBep, lilH, 1964, Ji I. 

73 H. D!BHBKOB, HoBHe qDIHMKHIC:Ue HEWIBCB BS KBJnllmB, 

:all.H, 1950, Ji 3; idaa, lilom. HaibteBBHe qE&mmlCKBe H8,UJIB­

ca, 3B, Y, 195!; idea, 3IIBT&q11Si ADpaMa :6K6JICROI'O B HOBOII 

OCBellleBD, IW!, 1952, Ji 4. 
7 4 3B, YUi, 1955. 

75 H.ll!JlplaH. IlYHB118CK&II H8JtllBCI, BS iJlJ,-XoqipH, ·CeMHT­

CZJil'.8 JmHKJil'.•, I, !963; 1.Schifaann, B1ne neue moabitiscbe 
lnSChrilt ,wa Jw;;..-oha, ZAW, 77, 1965 • 

76 "Ys.Tepaaml mBO-'l'YPIDl8HBCTaHCKOI apXeoJIOrH'ieCltOfl 

JtOAILHltCEOI &RCDeJtJIIU[B•, Bill. 2, 1951. 
71 nc. I5, 1966. 
78 .B.CTpyBe. HOBBJl BHTepnpeTBIIBJI TeKCTa "Pall;AeB.Be 

ooroB•, nc. 2, 1956. 

- 26 -

79 !, .. :-·.::.:~er,, I'. ~rrp ocy o JtaTBpoBite BeilaTBpoBaHJDa 

Te:.itCTOB, ITC, II, 2:954. 

BO r. ::,ayap , Ca6eACRu BEWIBCL n co6paau ·a.r.:aesepa 

Ji I2I0, " CeME:TCKne RSHRB•, I, 1963. 

BI A.J!yH,Ium, iDoapadCltaSi BCTOpnecRaR H8,IUIBCL YI B. 

B. a. B3 Map:e:6a, 3B, ll, 1954; idem, Hom q,parMeHT caoel­
cxol Ha,wIBCB DepBOJta IIYKRBPB60B, IlC, 15, 1966. 

82 H.illlr'IqMaH, I5I DC&llOII JI 6B6Jlelclt8JI TPa.IlllIUUl o6 
B36p8HJIB Jlal!H,Ua ea IlBPC'?BO. "Il BceCOl>SHBJI KOHq>epenIOIUl ce-

MlllTOJIOrOB", BIii» 1966, T6li!DCB). . 

S3 M.rEIJWlep, HCTOplil'.'18CKOe 3H&'l881118 B8,IUIBCeH Ha qmHB-
. , KlllACKo-:xanaaeACRBX HaKOHe'IBBK8.X ltODd B c-rpe.n, 3B, XYI, 

1963; idem, J)J>eBieDUeCTBHCKas: ltepaMINeCKU aimrpaqaxa 
KBR BUBHR BCTopnecxd JlCTOllHBK, 3B, XYII, 1966. 

84 H.Il1tl'YJ18BC18.Ji, MeCODOTBlll.UI ea py6e&e Y-YI BB. B. a. 
CBpdCKU xpoBUa Hemy CTJuraTa ItaK BCTopneCKJII JICTO'IBB, 

M. -JI. , 1940; idem, CBpdCKBe BCTO'IBBKlll DO llCTOPD H&p0JtOB 

~CP, M. -JI. , I94I; id&lll, Hc-ropBJI Map .fl68.18D ID B pa66ea 
Cayaw, M., I958, etc, 

85 Q8& works by R • .l:iuseiDOv: "POJIL :e: saa'leeBe CHJ)DCXHX 

BCTO"IHBKOB ,It.!JI BSyqeHBJI BCTOPBB HBPOJtOB Kamtasa, "JlOKJiaJtH 

AH Asep6aibtxaBCKOA CCP", T. XYID, Ji 7, Baley, 1962; K BCTO­

pn TllpOR XI-XIll BB. IIO MS.Tepli!8.11aM CJl1)083H'IHOI xpOBJil'.KH XII B., 

"Tpy,JtH kiHCTBTyTa BCTopn AH A3ep6. CCP". T. xn. Ealey. 

I95'7; "XpoaJil'.RB. MHXAB-18 CBpdlla 11 "Bceo61Qu Bc-ropu" Eap 

86pe.11 Kalt BCTO'IHBKlll DO BCTOPlillll i.lrO-BOCT011H01! E:epom.1, "I 
ltOHI'pecc 6amtaHCKBX BCCJie,ItOBSHBI, Coo6a(eHBSi CoBeTCKOA Jte­

JieraIUm", M., I966, etc. 

86 .:>ee also papers by N.NikolalQ": ~RBACRBe o6allm­

HO-S8Wle.rte.n»qecxBe JtYJll,TH DO TeltCTy Pac-UlaMpa, !Wi. I946, 
J; I; ~mcdCKasI ZB.TBeHHaSi MZgwtOrBSi B o6pJW{OCTL, ibid., 

1946,, Ji 2. 

~ fr? IIC, Il, 1964. 
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88 D.Ko6zmaaoB, Cooc:: c. ,· cpqH eBexoma a4EoncRBX BC­

T<RHJDtOB o %pHCTHaBCK02 I-t .. o.:. !1C, 7, 1962; idem, "Apaom" 

WlJ)Ji 3amw. - 0 nepeDTRa:' L (:{H OH Jlell0KJ)8TBB B ,Jij)8lifeM 

Altcy11e, aIIH, 1962, i I. 
89 

See, :for exa.mpl& 1 his articles: 0 :speMeHH H MeO'l'e 

Kapam,tCKOrO llB0aTe.!Ui 'A.Im i!:6H CyJieiblaHa, nc. 2. 1956. 

90 IIC, 2, 1956. 
91 Cel.mTCKBe Jl3HD, IY. 

92 See IlR'l'B,Jl8CJIT8JI ll8K8Ma SHaMeRBTOro cpfW{8B8KOBOl'O 

Il08Ta AllapH3Jl, CelmTCKB8 S3WKH, Il, 1965. 

93 A.llaboBa, KOIIIOSIUWI o6opena "KaJIBJia H JlBMHa", 

nc. n. 1964. 

94 r. Tl>TpDloBa, HaJ)OJlBSJI noas11U1 B 34Eoan 1n "llaMJl'l'B 

&Jt8JtEIBKB. HrllaTBJI Kpa'IKOBCKOI'O", JI. , 1958. 

95 3.faBltllB, llHcaTe.mt 3qitOJIBH, ".A3HK JI Ait,pHKS. Cel'OJl­

B.1111
, M., 1962, .i 5; Intr<lduction by Jl:,Gankin to the book 

"3o.aoTWI SEKI.II (Golden La:Dd.).,. containing tales, legends,pro• 

verbs and sio-i.J:lgs o:f .b.'thiopia (.14., 1960) • 
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Or. Sergei Rogov 
October 9, 1985 
Page -2-

I am deeply grateful to Dr. Arbatov for indicating that he is in favor of 
this exhibition. I hope he will find a way of moving the program forward. 

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am 

.Y°Jerely, 

Cuv~~ 
Alexander M. Schindler 



ltAIIIII Al,l•;\ANIJl-:lt 1\1.HCIIINlll ,l•:ll • !INION Ill" ,\J\ll;;lll(_'.,\N 111~11111!:\\' CONGHl..:CJA'l'IONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFIH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

October 9, 1985 

Dr. Sergei Rogov, First Secretary 
Embassy of the U.S.S.R. 
Washington, O.C. 20036 

Dear Dr. Rogov: 

It was very p 1 ea san t to meet with you and Dr. Arba tov. I found our con­
versation to be most fruitful in every way. 

You will recall that Dr. Arbatov suggested that I re-su11111arize our request 
concerning the exhibition. I am, of course, glad to do so. 

The idea is really quite simple. We would like to arrange an exhibit in 
the United States of rich Judaic manuscripts and art extant in major collec­
tions in the Soviet Union. There is much rich material at the various major 
museums in the Soviet Union: fragments, manuscripts, scrolls, • illuminated 
n~nuscripts and books as well as objects of Judaic art from the earliest 
period, possibly the eighth or ninth centuries. Most of these objects have 
never been ~en by contemporary Jewish scho 1 ars and certainly not by anyone who 
has never travelled to the Soviet Union. It is our proposal to organize these 
items into a major exhibition of Judaica from the Soviet Union and to display 
them over a two-year period here in the United States, at the most prestigious 
museums such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and the National 
Gallery in Washington. Obviously, all of the normal a:coutrements of such an 
exhibit would also be prepared, such as program brochures, post cards, medals, 
conunentary tapes and the 1 ike. • • 

The various catalogues available from the major collections in Moscow and Lenin­
grad assure us that there is more than enough available for a first-rate exhi­
bition. Be that as it may, such a joint Soviet-United States exhibition would 
provide a first '•opportunity for these historic and rare materials to be pre­
sented to the publ i.c for viewing and it would be a major step forward in the work 
of Semitic Hebraic ·sciences and Oriental studies. 

We would assume all costs for the display of this exhibition here in the United· • 
States. By we, I mean the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the membership 
organization of some 780 Reform synagogues of the U.S. and Canada, the largest _ 
and best organized of America's major Jewish organizations. We, on our par_t, 
wpuld certainly not be adverse to forming a joint Soviet-American group of 
scholars who would jointly select the materials. 
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IRE X International Research & Exchanges Board 

March 1, 1988 

TO: American Commission Members, Project Coordinators, 
Administrative Personnel 

FROM: Wesley A. Fisher and Arlen K. Hastings 

SUBJECT: Address list and bro.chure for the US-USSR Commissions 
of the American Council of Learned Societies 

Enclosed please find a listing with addresses a.nd telephone 
numbers of the American and Soviet members of the various 
Commissions, project coordinators, and principal ACLS/IREX and 
governmental administrative personnel. May we ask you to be so 
kind as to check the listing for yourself and inform us of any 
changes or additions that need to be made. We would also 
appreciate any corrections yo1 may have regarding the listing 
of Soviet scholars. The address list is alphabetical but 
divided into two parts, American and Soviet. 

Enclosed please also find a description of the various 
Commissions which is as up-to-date as we can make it. Please 
examine the listing of your area or project and inform us of 
any changes or additions that need to be made. We intend to 
print this text as an informational brochure in the very near 
future and would like it to be as accurate as possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

126 Alexander Street Prince ton, .\ew ]er:'ey 08540-7102 Telephone: 609 683-9500 

Telex: 233508 IRE UR Cable: IREXIlORD PRI.\CETO.\NEWJERSEY 

\ 



•rhese 241 typewritten pages represent a "raw" copy 

of the descriptions of 1876 Hebrew MSS included into the 

Catalogue by I.F. · Naftul'eff (Leningrad, Oriental Insti­

tute). , By 06. ·11.1987 - 97 MSS have not yet been describ­

ed•. Fo:i:7 the econonzy of space and time needed for an extra 

work all colophons and Hebrew passages longer than a few 

words have been omitted and rendered in the Russian language,. 

The copy has been prepared specially for Prof,. 1 

Phf. , Hiat ~Hebrew Union College, USA), according to his 

private wish expressed during his visit to the USSR in 

December, 1986. It cannot be ~~-~-~~~~~irculated, 

referred to, published or appear in any part or as a 

whole during any official, semi-official or non-official 

talks between any insti tlltions. In short, it is for Prof. 

Hiat's own. use and that of the most restricted circle of 

his colleaguesi. i The author hopes that it will be useful 

as a source of information when exchange of photocopies 

and microfilms of MSS and books is in q_uestion,.1 



{ 

i I 
1J 6?, 430 JIBCTOB, 36 x 32 CM., 29-30 CTpoK, Ilepra.MeHT pa3HHH, Illp:ml?'r 

KBa.,up., KPYilHHH /B 3 CTOJI6ua, Il03Tirfq8CKHe M9CTa - CilJIOillI,/. Macopa -

M0JIRHH, Ha IlOJUIX H Me,rt,cy CTOJI6nrum; KOiKal:IRH rrepelIJieT; na.MaCK, 1280 r.H.3. 

n..,.::nn:, □ ..,N"::U t1,1.n 

"11.fITI-IKimDe" /JIJI.26-I.IO/, "IlpopoKH" /JIJI.III6-308/, "Ar:0:orpa(!Jbl" /3096-

430a/, C BOK~38.IU{8~, rua::i;eHTy~en, 60.Jil,IIIOH H Ma.JIOH Macopofi. 

Ilopfl,I(OK arHOrpaq)OB: XpOHHKH, IlcaJIMH' MOB' IlpHTtra' Pyqn,' Ilecm, IlecHeH, 

3KMesHacT, IlJia~, 3CWHP:E>, ,1J.amm:J:r, 33pa, HeeMH.FI. HeT 3HaKOB ,nJUI o6o3Ha~eHH.FI 

CTHXOB, KPOMe ar11orpa<pc>B /KpoMe KHHr na.HIDIJI, 33pa, HeeMM, XpoHI11W/. 

Pas,ueJihI C HHT8pB8.7IOM B n;e.nyIO H ~aCT:E, CTpoKH COOTBeTCTBYIOT "IleTyxoT", 

"CeTyMoT" H "IlapawmioT" B ToJ)e, a B ocT~HHX Kimrax - Jior:rrrqecROMY XO"JJY 

Ml:llIJI8H. T.ma.Bl:l He pa3,UeJieHH. 

B Tope ~HCJIO CTHXOB IlOK83aHO B KOHD;e KaJioi;OH ''naparrra", a o6~ee HX 't!HC­

JIO B KOHD;e KHHI'H. ~HCJIO CTHXOB KHHI' IlpopoKOB .H ArHorpaqioB OTMe~eHO B KOHD;e 

Ka.JK.nOM KHHrH, a .Il,JlfI MaJlliX IlpopOKOB, KaK H KH.33pl:l-HeeMim IlOKa3aHo 061.IU™ 

ROJIB~eCTBOM. B KOHD;e BCero KO,U9KCa yKa3aHO "tlliCJIO CTHXOB BC8H EH6.mm. CyM­

Ml:l CTl1XOB /KIDIT'/ EhITliI8 H l1cxo.n pacxO,IIJ!TC.FI C ne~aTHHMid H3,UaHH.FIMJiI: 1535 

BM8CTO 1534 H 859 BMeCTO 1209. C'yMMa CTHXOB Beere Il.FITHKHIDKIDI IlOKa3aHa, o.u­

HaKO, TaKM ilte' KaK B ne~aTHI:lX H3,Il;a.Hl1.RX. 1!HCJIO CTHXOB KIOO' 33pa H He·eMIDI 

.n;aHO 685 BM0CTO 688. 
IlaTax WJPTHBYM nocTaBJieH no.u Ha~aJI:E>HOH 6yKBOH cJiora /Hanp., n j /. 

- ~epHlIJia MeCTa.MH BlIIJ;B8JIH, T9KCT "qHT80TC.FI Ta.MC Tpy.n;oM, oco6eHHo Maco­

pa; HHor.na o6Be.n;eHH cBeJKHMH ~epHIDiaMH. EcT:E> noBpeMeH:rur noJieM, Ho Tl eKCT 
'-I; 

He sa.,ueT. 
BHYTPH npaBOH CT0p0HH nepellJieTa BMeeHa npHilliCKa 0 corJiarneHHH -

c1 n:? Oil ,- COCTO.FIBID8MC.FI 5-ro IIIe6aTa 592 r. /=I83I r.·H.3./ M8JIUJY KapaMMCKH­

MH o6IIUUia.MH E1maTOPHH, 1IycpyT Ka.7Ie, cl?eo.n;ocHH H KoHCTaHTHHOilOJI.FI. Pe% M,UeT 

o CBHTKa.X Tophl, pyKorrncHLix KHHrax, CB~eHHOH YTBapH, CHHarore n ~acTHiiIX 

,U0Max, 0CT8BJI8HHI:lX B naMaCK8 eBpe.FIMH, 3MHrpHp0Ba.BllIHMH 0TTy.n;a BCJI8,Il;CTBH8 

T.mKeJIIDC 3K0H0MKtl0CKHX YCJIOBJm:. OCTaJIC.FI T0JI:E>K0 0,IJ;HH 8Bpe:ti, KOTOpHH ~epe3 

TpeT:E>e JIHUO .UOBeJI 06 3TOM .uo CBe.n;eHH.FI ynOM.FiffYTHX 06mHH, C npoc:E>60li o cnace­

HHH HMYmecTBa H3 PYK HeeBpeeB. Ty.n;a cnapR,Il;HJm noc~aHIJ;a, KOTOphill:, IlO-BH,II;H­

MOMY, BHno~IDIJI aTo. Cpe.n;H pyKOilHCHllX coqHHeimH oKasaJiaCb Hallla pyKonHcb, 

KOTOpM ,Il;OCTaBJieHa 6HJia B KpHM B 1835 r. /cM.npliJ.IIHCicy' ~. 430a, BHH3y/. 

].I6, BHH3Y, B ~eBOM yrJIY, HM98TCH KpaTKM npHilHCKa Ha apa6CKOM /nHCb­

MO 6e3 TO~eK/ H eBpefiCKOM .FI3l:lliax COOTB9TCTBYIOII.UiMH no~epKaMH: f' ~- ~) ls 

0 :i ~ ~ ~ .di G- Ji· /.UaTa - TpeTHH .n;eH:E>, .n;BeHa.rr,n:aToro Mecsm;a 

.UiKYMa..uH/ c::2:!)b· .:)39 ~-Lo 0 <-c,:i· J ~ ~ /BeceM:E>coT .uec.FIToro ro.n;a, a no Jie-

Toc~HcJieHHro/ J1'll'n,n "'I JW/ ;, ~ - / eBpeeB ·- M0C.FIU MapxellloH/ \I .::H'l l zi,1-1 

j1)1 J~ V7 rrtN /TliIC~a ceM:E>COT BOCeM-/ . , . ~ Tll~ 'iV/\/ /na.n;uaToro 

ro.n;a/ .. IlpHTIHCKa Ha ~.2a.: CB.FITHHSI rocno.uy Eory, Bory Mspruum, 06mHHe xapa­

l1MOB, oxpaHH HX C03,UaT0Jil, H TBopen, IloCB.FITHJI ee KH.FI3:E, BeJIHKllli 113pa.HJI.FI, 

"c ara.H xaK-KoxaHHM"·, MoHcen xa-KoxeH, cuH A6paxa.Ma xa-KoxeHa, CHHa Mome 
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xa-KoxeHa, CHHa KapHTH /?/. BosrJiacnM: 6JiaI'OCJIOBeH ~MT8JOIIU1H ee, n 6y,nD 
npoKJIJIT Kpa,nymd ee, n 6y,nD npoKJIHT npo,naronurH ee, ero MM.ff n ITaMHTD 6y,nyT 1 

CT8pTH. Ea 6y,neT OHa B IlO~eTe B ,I(OMe MOJ.mTBH B ropo,n;e n8.MaCKe. 
KoJIOq)OH /JI.430a/: "IhIC8JI H, 11.a.Kap xa-JieBH 6eH Moille 6eH IIleJIOMO, 6eH 

AxapoH 6eH ME:3pa'9JI xa-JleBH B 1592 rony /no ape npHHRTOH iirur ,I(OKYM8HTOB/ 
/=1280 r.H.a./ B ropo,ne laMacKe . .TI.a nay~HT Eor ncnoJirurTD Ero Bo.mo, ,na oT­
KpoeT oH ero rJia3a /=nncna/ ,Il.JI.fI y3pe/im:.a:/ -qy.n;ec ... " TaM .7Ke npMnMcKa BOKa­
;nrnaTopa:. BepomHo, 6paTa nncn;a: "H cHa6;IJ.HJI Bee 9To Imcrume BORa.mrna.ICHeii, 
aKI.1;8HTYa.IJ.H8H M Macopo:f.i ... fl - IlleJIOMO 6eH Morna 6eH IlleJIOMO xa-JleBH, IlaivlfITD 

6 " ero JiarocJioBeHHa ... 
. 2. 

1J 79, JIJI. 135, 42 x 33,5 CM., CTpOK 29-30, nepr8.M8HT, rpy6lilli KB~paTmm 
IIIp:mpT B 3 cToJI6n;a. Ko>Ka.mrn nepenJieT. xm B. 

7111 J1 

lliITMKHIDR'lie - C BOKa.Jil138.IU'[8H, aKI.1;8RTya.IJ,HeH, 6onmon M M8JI0li Macopon. 
Pas,neJIE 1'IHT8PB8JIOM B n;eJIYI() H ~aCTD CTpOKH = "IleTyxoT", "CeTyMoT" H "Ilapa­
IIIH:t1:0T" B ne~aTmrx: 113,I(a.HHSIX. leJieHMH Ha rJiaBJI HeT. 1h!CJIO CTIDCOB - B KOHI(e 
KruR,Il;OM "napama" .H RruK).(OH KHHrH /RpoMe "BTOpOSa.ROimH"/, COOTB8TCTBY8T ne­
~aTHHM M3,I(aimHM. B o6meM xopomaJI coxpaHHOCTI,, IlOBpext.neHbl rom ,netpeKTHI:l 25 
JIHCTOB /cM. np1™e~aHMe Ha THTYJThHOM J.IRCTe/. CHJThHO Il0Bp92K.n8H JI.135. IlOJIH 
o6peaamr. 

HM.a: -y::,~ v'" BORa.Jm30BaHO no npaBMJia.M EeH-Ha<l)Trurn. iv!Hemre, ~TO ,naTa 
PYKOilllCM OTHOCMTCH K I280 r.n.a. OCHOBaHo Ha CpaBHemm IlMODMa M MaTepnaJia 
C Ni I. 

3 
'2J 85, JIJI. 206, 49 x 38 CM., CTpOK 32, nepraMeHT, KBa,npaTHl:m mpnqyr, rJIOCCH-
KYPCliIB. IlepenJieT - JIHIIII, JI9BM KpIDIIKa, K0.7Ka Ha ,nepeBe. XI.II B. /?/ 

Q'lJ131 o V T111 Tl_ 

llirTMKHIDKHe C TapryMOM 0HK0JIOCa BnepeMemKy B nop.ff,UKe CTHXOB, c BOKaJIH-
3an;H0H, a.KU8HTYa.D;H0li, 60JII,illOH M MaJIOH Macopon H C rJIOCCail/lli Ha IlOJIJIX. Pas­
.I(8JIH pasMepoM B i:JaCTI:, CTpOKM H B IJ;eJiyro = "IleTyxoT", "CeTyMoT" H "Ilapanrnil­
OT". Pas,neJieH:ru:I Ha rJia.BH HeT. tfHCJIO CTMXOB, ,I(a.HHOe B KOHI(e KruK,Il;Oli "Ilapama" 
H KaJlUlOtt RHliII'H, COOTB0TCTBY8T ne~aTHl:lM H3.I(a.HH.fIM. 

Coxpamurocn; EBTH8 I:15-2:7, 3:6-I7, 6:8-7:II, 19:15-24:7, 24:35-32:23 
33:19-38:?, 39:2-BToposa&oHHe 28:55, 29:8-28, 3I:2-32:I7, 32:14-33:I. Ilo-
Bpe,KJJ;eHruI, K!)OM0 JI.2, H03Ha"t!HT8JII,Hll. 

4 
A 2II, JIJI. 356, 17, 5 x 15 CM. , CTpOK 36 , nepral\10HT, mp:mf,T KBa,np. B 3 CTOJI6-
na / Il08TH-q. T0KCTH - CilJIOIIII,/, nepenJieT KOJlt8.Illm C saCT8JKKa.MM. He Il03~e Ha- . 
i:JaJia Y.Jl B. /Ho nepra.MeHT - CTapIIIe, eCT:O CJI0,I(H CMHToro T8RCTa - naJ.mMIIcecT/. 

• · t:J., '.:>1 n.J CJ'' N ., :J 1 i7 7 H"J · 
l \ 

IlJITHKHIDKKe /JIJI.36-836/, "IlpopoKM" /JIJI.856-1646/. "Ar:0:orpaq>H11 /JIJI.I65a-
3566/ . . IlopH.nOK Arnorpaq>oB: PygJI,, IlcaJIMH, MOB, IlpMT"t!H, 3KKJI83HaCT, Ilecm 
IlecHei, llna~, namm:JI, 8c{f)Hp:o, 3spa /c HeeMReil/, XpoHHKM . . Pas,neJIH COOTB0TCT­
BYIOT "IleTyxoT", "CeTyMoT" K ''IlapaumHOT" nettaTHHX ns.namr0:. rJiaBR He pas,neJie--
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HR, HO nopH,IUtOBOe IDC 'tll!CJIO yRa3aHO Ha IlOJIBX • 1il-ICJIO CTIDCOB ,naHo B KOitne RaJK­

,Il; Oli Kmt:rH, COOTB8TCTByeT MacopeTCKOMy. XopomM COXpaHHOCTl,. IlpimHCKH: BHY­
TpH npaBOH CTOl)OHbl nepellJieTa Yl{a3aHo 26 CTIDCOB EH6JmH, OTMe-qeHHRX Macopoi-1:. 

JI.Ia: CJIOBa, CHMBOJIB3HPYIOIIU18 Ha3Ba.Im.ff "Ilapa.IlllmOT", -crn:TaeMbI.X no cy66o­
TaM npH YTP8HH8H MOJIHTBe. 

TaM JKe: 3 noMeTroir O ,naTe polK,Il;eIDIH ,neTeH. Ta.M ]K0: 2 IlOM8TIW MacopeTCKO­
ro xapaxTepa. JI.I6: MHeMoim-qecrum yKa3aTe.J!b "Xa(JlTopoTn. JI.2a: npnnHCKa Ma­
copeTcRoro xapa.RTepa, Ho BapHa.HT ,npyro:ti:. JI.26: npIDIHCKa o MY3RRaJII:,HHX npa­
BHJiax pHTYa.J!bHoro pe"tUITaTHBa Topu npH c6opHOH MOJm:TBe B onpe,neJieHHHe ,IJ;HH. 

T aM ]K8: HOMeHRJiaTypa 8.KIJ;0HTY J!bHlOC 3Ha'tffiOB • TaM JKe: 2 npmrncu O ,naTe po,K,IJ;e­
HHH .n;eTei. JI.Sa: IlpmIHCRa IlleMY'3AA KecpeJIH O ,n;aTe Ha-qarra Esy-qeHPIH HM npaBM 
pe3aHIDI. JI.3566: nplliIKCKa A6pa.x8Ma xa-JleBH, CHHa Mome xa-JieBH, 'qTO OH npo,n;aJI 
KHHrH E:a6JIHE /B KopyaHe/. CJie,nyIOT ll0,1J;llHCH 5 CBH,11;0T9JI8H. TaM JKe eme npmIHCKa, 
He 'tlll!TaeMM; no OT,11;9J!bH1™ CJIOBa.M MOm!O .n;ora,n;aTl,CH, -q:To pe-qi:, H.l(eT o6 3TOM py­
KOTIHCH C YKasrumeM ,naTH. 

C 48, JlJl .. I60, 29 x I9 CM., CTpOK 30-32, 6YMara "BepJKe", KBa,n;paTmriii illpl!Ig)T, 

rJIOCCH - paBBHHCKHl no-qepK, KO]Ka.HJ:rli nepenJieT, XIY B. 
tJ"'7 :r, .. "':l,Y.> ::i , ~ 7·rii 

"JieBHT", "l!HCJia.", "BTOp03a.ROmie" Ha eBpe:aCROM, apaMeHCROM H apa6CKOM H3bIKa.X 
BnepeMeJKKy no CTIDCaM, C BOK8JIH3~ef: eBp.TeKCT - C THBepHa,nCKOH, apaMeH­
CKIDf - C BaBHJIOHCKOM, eCTl, a.KJl9HTY~H. MaprHHa.J!bHble . rJIOCCH - 8KsereT:a-qec­
KOro :0: MacopeTcKoro co.n;ep]KaHlIH. Pas,n;eJIH o6merrpHH.f!TRe, 6es yKas8.lmJ1 nop.ff,UKo­
Boro ~CJia rJia:a. B KOHIJ;e KaJK,Il;OH KHRrli ,ll;aHO "tll!CJIO CTIDtOB. Py'KOill!ICl, CTapM, 
H8KOTOphie JIHCTH CHJ!bHO llOBpeJIQJ;eHH. Apa6cm nepeBo.n npli1Ha,n.JI8DT, BH.I(HMO, 
Ca8'Alffl a.n-<I>aiytm /op. Ve.-r.s-,·h'J d _dvr"~ /4 /uvt-t:Jt.-fu.<91A.1L ~ ~- s~~~·a.. Le-

i/ r ,.. ,.. -~ .7 • ,;,jJ(!.,y~ ,,_ ~,9 , P.,,.:s , A3 9 s_) · 1. c.. 
"Jt; ~1 t:JII.: n:,, yc,/t?(,O? ., ... ✓Ha JI. I60a MOJmTBa, Ha't!aJIO ee - a.KpOCTHX: rn1!J .. ':J.... /i'(' 

... rt" '7-ri ":7YJ':>Tm1 7n'-11J7?. JI.I606: np:rurn:cKa Ha eBp.-apa6. H3HKe c yKa3aHH­
eM OTpHBROB H3 IlpopOKOB, -q:aTaeMRX B Ka't!eCTBe XawropoT B ;zum Pom-xa-IIIaHa. 

6 
C 54, JIJI.150" 29 x 20 CM., C'.t'pOK 24-30, 6YMara "BepJKe", KBa.nP.illpH(!)T, KO.llia-
HHH nepenJieT, XIY B. 

!l l YJ 'ti ' 11 ., 'V x '-1.::7 

"BuT:0:e", "Hcxo~". IIpe.n;cTaBAAeT co6oi nepByro -qacT:i, npe.n;a:,uymel :a HanHca.Ho Tax 
JK8 Ha ynoMJUIYTHX Tpex HSHKax. JI.Ia: npHlllilCKa-3ara;n;Ka. Ta.M xe: MOJmTBa no 
WOPM8 H C0,11;8p,Ka.Hm0 TOJK,IJ;8CTB0HHaf.[ C MOJmTBOi Ha JI.I60a C 48 /cM. i 5/. 
JI .2a: npHllHCRa Ha apa6Cic.-eBp.H3HKe C Il0,1J;llHC1,IO 6b1Bmero BJia;ne.J!bUa: XattbM 
6.A6paxaM aJI-KoxeH. JI.1506: CTIDCOTBOpemie B M030ll'q0CKOM CTHJI0 C ,no6pl:lM no-

lK8JiaHReM: . . . ,....,:i, y;y:iv'7 1'::J1,., l"Y'JV":>1 •· ·7"'n-:J N'7Tl 7.,,, 7,v .,....,n - . .. . 7. 
C 25, JIJI.223, 24 x I8,5 CM., CTpOK 23-27, nepraMeHT, KBa.np.mp:afPr: T0KCT -
xpynH., napaq>pa.3 - cpe;nn., KOMMeHT. - ceqiap,n.no-qepK. IlepeIL7!eT, XJ" B. 

n 7 YJ \// ':n "V/k, :J. 

"EHTH0", "Hcxo.n;" , C BOKa.rurnauHel, a.KIJ;8HTYarn1!8li:, napaJIJienHHM napaqJpa.30M OH­
xe~oca, TaIOKe C BOKaJIH3aIJ;H8i; C KOMMeHTapHeM PaIIM. B PYKOilHCD Bn.Il0T8HH JIJI. 



3-26, 3-33, BRJmt!aIOU.We BLIT.I:.I-IO; 5; II:2.?-I3:I5, m1e10~:ae KOMMeHTapHH Mo­

me 6 ;HaxMa.Ha /PaMEaH/ ,- npo3BaHHoro Ha.xMQIDUJ; /XIIIB./. Ha KopemRe Ha,IOIHCI>: . 
eL,,·5s~~ 149:E. PyKon1ac1> xopomo coxpaIDJJiacI>, KpoMe ,necpeKTHHX JIJI.3-15; JIJI;. 
I-2 /Ha-qaJio KOMM9HTapH.fI HaxMomui;a/ OTCYTCTJ3YlOT. JIJI.222-224 c ~TaTa.MH HS 
Toce(t,TR, HHTepnpeTHPYIOJIUIMli H8KOTOpRe CTIDC0: R3 YKa3aHHIIX ;rr;BYX rurnr. 3,necI> 
oTpa.xteHa ,npeBID!fI 6op1>.6a Me!OJY <pm.n;eH3MOM :a aTeH3MOM. CM. S'b,/nsd;,,. ca:/. &b. 
U 6532 n 6927. Irncen; - SJm ' ssep. 

8 . 
C 27, JIJI~ 240, 26 x 18,5 CM., Ha rrepen.rreTe yRa3aHO: P<.,t:s.st:f.,~ 1491. OcTarr:r,-

noe - CM. Ji 7. 
tf•, ::r·,. , , ~"Ty') ~ , N ·-q ., 1 

,, JieIDIT", '''rncJia", "BTOp03a.KOHHe" • . Ilpo,noJDKemrn PYKOTIHCH C 25. Ile.pBR8 PI no­
CJie,nime JIJI. ,neqieKTHlil. Ms CTHXOTBOpemta: Ha Jr.-2406 ycMaTpl!IBaeTC.fI, 'tlTO: I. 8.&­

TOpOM ero OI:lJL Hem .llaBM.U. 6. :0:oceqi; 2. ORO nocnmneHO lll!CIJY 3TOI Id npe,IUl.IJy­

meii PYKOIIHCei, 3.IDI 83,epy /CTll 8/; 3 •. aBTOP KOMM8HTap:wI - . IIleJIOMO /CTHX . 9/, 
no,npasYMeBaeTc.fI III.:thmxa.KH; 4~ Pyxon11c1., 38.KOH'tleHa B 5251 r., . I49I r.H.s. 

/CTRX IO/. 
· 9 . 

2J 84, JIJI.III, . 42. x 35,.5 OM., CTpOK 25, nepraMeHT, Kpynmrli KBa,D;p~IllpH(!)T B 3 

CTOJI6rta, Macopa - MeJIKd. XIII B. ,, 
r:J" ':l ) 'r7 :; ~ '.,fl) ~ _A Y.J ;, 'j"i , 1 !7 

IlHTmmmKl!8, "Il.FITI> CBHTKOB." /Ha'tll!Haa: C PygJH/ H XacprapoT . C BOKaJm38.UH9:a, ax­

It8HTy~eH H Macopoi • . Pas.n;eJieHHH no I1JI8BaM H8Ti 1brc~o CTIDCOB yxasaHO B KOH­
:a;e RaJKJ'.(OH KHliil'R, xpoMe "BTOp03a.KOIDI0". PyROllllCI> CTapan, ,!(84)0KTHa, Ha-qnHaeT­
CH c Ex.14:22. OTcyTCTByeT KoHe:a; XaqiTapoT~ B xomi;e BTopo3a.KOHHH - KOJIOWOH 
nncna - 3.mIHaxy. ,IutaxpliTna BH,nepJKrura HenocJie,noBaTeJII,HO. 

· - IO 
-:lJ 36, JIJI.60, 33 x 26 CM., CTPOK 36, RBa,np.mpnqyr B 3 CTOJI6n;a, nepra.MeHT, ne-

penJieT - TOJII,KO JI8BM KpHillKa. XIII B.1 

Il.fITlillUil!DKHe c BOKa.JmB;aIJ;meH, arm;eHTya.nn.e:0: H Macopott. JiaxyHH: EHTHe 0-5:25; 
19: 30-43: 18; BTOp03a.KOmrn 32: 12 - CJie,n;R CE!pOCTH, -qepimJia BRUB0Jm, no.JUI He­

KOTOpHX JIJI. IlOBpeiKJ];eHH. 
II 

'2J 83, I,2, JIJI.2?9, 42 x 32,5 CM., CTpOK 26~27, xoponrn:H nepraMeHT, xpyruil:llt 
RBa.np.; mpHq>T B 3 CTOJIOD;a, Macopa - MeJIKllli. KmKa.HHH MepeIIJieT - Jil1IIII> csa,un. 

Xlll-XIY BB. 

IlHTHKHIDKl-19 . c napaq,pa3oM OHKe.rroca BrrepeMeimy, no CTIDCaM, c BOKa.mrnar.nreii, ax­
:a;eHTyar(lieH, Macopott; .n;eweKTHO. !a.RyHiiI: Ha-qaJio-BHT.2:I5; 3:~5:29; .JieBHT 

0-Il:I; 13:41-56; BTopoaax. 20:I9 .n;o Kom:i;a. IloBpeJK.neHHEIX JIJI. HeMHoro. Bey­
TpE: nepenJieTa npm:mcKa - lleJle'tlHCJieHKe y-qpe,x,,ne1m:0: qMJiaHTponimecKoro xapa.KTe­
pa. B KOHI(8 KH.' Mcxo.n; npIDIRCKa: 3Wpa.HM 6.p.lliarroM, BepO.fITHO, BJia.n;eJien;. 




